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With  mnch  satiafiMtion  we  observe  a  number  of  additioiu  to  the  Newspaper  Press, 
«il  on  the  side  of  the  people.  We  have  The  Glasgow  Argut,  The  Leeds  Times,  and 
The  Devanport  Independent,  advocating  Radical  Reform  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term, 
Ihat  is  thorough  reform,  without  reganl  to  party ;  and  all  of  them  conducted  with 
ability,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  single  numbers  of  the  Leeds  and  Devonport  papers  we 
have  seen.  With  the  talent  employed  on  The  GUsgwf  Argusy  we  are  well  acquainted. 
The  editor  is  William  Weir,  Advocate^  a  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  been  indebted 
for  many  excellent  papers.  We  have  looked  with  no  careless  eye  for  manifestations 
of  talent  among  the  young  writers  of  our  day,  and  have  found  few,  indeed,  in  Scot- 
bnd,  who  come  near  Mr.  Weir  as  a  writer,  on  either  political  or  literary  subjects. 
Had  he  remained  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Weir  was  entitled  to  aspire  to  the  very  highest  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession.  He  is  one  of  the  few  young  men  of  genius  which  Scotland 
can  boast  of.  But  he  is  also  a  man  of  extensive  knowledge  and  industrious  habits 
We  venture  to  prognosticate  that  his  career  will  not  be  an  obscure  one. 

So  much  servility  to  party  yet  prevails,  that  we  observe  the  independent  vote  of 
our  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  Representative,  Mr.  Abercrombie,  on  the  Court- 
martial  clause,  with  no  small  pleasure.  Mr.  Abercrombie  did  not,  as  was  generally 
supposed,  vote  against  Mr.  Hume,  on  the  question  of  Naval  and  Slilitary  Sinecures 
He  did  not  vote  at  alL 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  for  this  Magazine  may  be  addressed  (post  paid)  to  the  Publisher, 
at  Edinburgh ;  or  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Simpkln  and  Marshall,  Stationers*  Hall 
Court,  London,  who  send  the  Publisher  a  parcel,  by  coach,  every  Saturday  afternoon. 

Copies  of  New  Books,  and  New  Music,  for  review,  should  be  forwarded  early,  to 
be  sent  by  Messrs.  Simpkin  and  Marshall's  M'oekly  parceL  Every  work  of  merit 
sent,  will  be  noticed  in  the  Literary  Register,  or  reviewed  at  length,  if  found  of  suffi- 
cient interest.  In  future,  particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  all  Medical  Books  sent 
for  review,  and  to  works  relating  to  the  Fine  Arts. 

*,*  Advertisements  and  Bills  for  the  Magazine  require  to  be  sent  to  Messrs.  i 

Simpkin  and  Marshall  by  the  15th  of  the  month  at  latest ;  if  possible,  they  should  y 

be  sent  by  the  10th.  \ 

No  better  vehicle  can  be  found  than  TaiCs  Magazine  for  any  advertisement  in- 
tended to  be  extensively  made  known  in  Scotland  and  the  North  of  England.  Be- 
sides a  large  private  circulation,  the  Magazine  goes  to  almost  every  Circulating  Library, 
Reading  Room,  and  Book  Club  throughout  that  part  of  Britain.  In  total  sale,  TaiCs 
Edinburgh  Magazine  ranks  next  to  Blackwood  and  the  New  Monthly.  But  the 
Scottish  sale  of  Taifs  MagoMine,  the  publisher  has  reason  to  believe,  is  equal  to 
that  of  either  Blackwood  or  the  Edinburgh  Review. 

Communications  which  have  been  found  not  to  suit  us,  or  for  which  we  had  not 
space,  have  been  returned,  through  Messrs.  Simpkin  and  Marshall,  l^ondon,  and  Mr. 
Cumming,  Dublin. 

From  the  great  quantity  of  Poetry  sent  us,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  return 
the  pieces  not  found  suitable,  or  to  intimate  their  unsuitableness,  otherwise  than  by 
not  inserting  them  within  a  few  Numbera  after  their  receipt*. 

Several  approved  articles,  in  both  prose  and  verse,  have  been  necessarily  postponed 
till  our  next  number. 

Complaints  have  reached  us,  from  various  parts  of  England,  that  the  Magazine 
has  not  been  received  in  proper  time.  We  beg  to  mention  that  the  delay  is  no  fault 
of  ours.  The  copies  must  be  detained  by  the  persons  through  whose  parcels  they  are 
forwarded. 

If  the  Magazine  is  sometimes  later  of  reaching  the  Scottish  to^vns  than  Mr.  Black- 
wood%  the  lateness  is  owing  to  our  giving  a  Monthly  Raster,  and  to  the  wish 
that  our  remarks  should  have  reference  to  the  latest  events  of  the  month. 

An  Index  to  VoL  II.  of  this  Magazine,  comprising  Nos.  VII.  to  XII.  will  ac- 
company next  Number. 

The  Postscript  on  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill,  which  was  written  for  last  Number, 
after  the  part  of  our  cireulation  which  goes  to  London  was  despatched,  is  given  with 
the  London  copies  of  this  Number. 
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and  Marshall  by  the  16th  of  the  month  at  laiesi ;  if  possible^  they  should  be  sent 
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No  better  yehide  can  be  found  than  Taifg  MtigoMins  for  any  adrertisement  in- 
tended to  be  extensively  made  luiown  in  Scotland  and  tlie  North  of  England.  Be. 
sides  a  large  private  circulation,  the  Magazine  goes  to  almost  every  Circulating  Library, 
Reading  Room,  and  Book  Club  throughout  that  part  of  Britain.  In  total  sale,  TaktM 
Edinburgh  Magatrins  ranks  next  to  Blackwood  and  the  Neto  Monihig,  But  the 
Scottish  sale  of  TaiCt  MagaMine^  the  publisher  has  reason  to  believe,  is  equal  to 
that  of  either  Blackwood  or  the  Edinburgh  Review, 

Communications  which  have  been  fbund  not  to  suit  us,  or  for  which  we  had  not 
space,  have  been  returned,  through  Messrs  Simpkinand  Marshall,  Ixmdon,  and  Mr. 
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Several  approved  articles,  in  both  prose  and  verse^  have  been  necesnrily  postponed 
till  our  next  number.  Among  thete  are,  '*  The  Population  System  ;**  <<  Letter  from 
Junius  Redivivns;"  <<  Corn-Law  Hymn;**  «  The  European  Movement;**  *<  Tbe 
Siamese  Tuvini  ;**  **  The  Poor  Laws,*'  &c.  kc 

We  have  received  a  very  clever  Song  from  Cambridge,  on  Mr.  Macauley,  which 
we  withhold,  in  the  hope  of  witnessing,  ere  long,  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Macauley's 
political  conduct  A  man  of  his  splendid  genius  should  be  above  being  the  mere  apo- 
logist and  supporter  of  what  he  must  be  conscious  is  a  bad  system. 

Complaints  have  reached  us,  finom  various  parts  of  England,  that  the  Magasine 
has  not  been  received  in  proper  time.  We  beg  to  mention  that  the  delay  is  caused 
by  no  foult  of  ours.  The  copies  must  be  detained  by  the  persons  by  whose  parcels 
they  are  forwarded. 

If  the  Magasine  is  sometimes  later  of  reaching  the  Scottish  towns  than  Mr.  Black- 
wood*s,  the  lateness  is  owing  to  our  giving  a  Monthly  Register,  and  to  the  wish 
that  our  remarks  should  have  reference  to  the  latest  events  of  the  month. 
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by  Menfi.  Simpkin  and  Marahall*i  weekly  paroeL  Erery  work  of  merit  eent 
will  be  noticed  in  the  Literary  Regiater,  or  reyiewed  at  length,  if  found  of  foM* 

:  dent  interat.    In  ftitnre^  particolar  attention  will  be  paid  to  all  Medical  Booka  aent 

.fyrnyUtw,  and  to  worka  zalating  to  the  Fine  Arte. 

AdTertiaementa  and  Billa  for  the  Magadne  require  to  be  eent  to  Meeera,  Simpkin 
and  Marahall  by  the  I6th  of  the  month  ai  latest ;  if  poesible»  they  should  be  eent 
by  the  lOth. 

No  better  Tehicle  can  be  found  than  TaUa  Maffomne  for  any  adTertisement  In- 
tended to  be  extensiyely  made  known  in  Scotland  and  the  North  of  England.  Be- 
ridea  a  laige  priTate  drcnlation,  the  Magazine  goes  to  almost  every  Circulating  Library, 
Reading  Room,  and  Book  Club  throughout  that  part  of  Britain.  In  total  sale,  Taift 
Edinburgh  Magojrine  ranks  next  to  Blaekwood  and  the  New  Monthly.  But  the 
Scottish  sale  of  Taite  MagoMtney  the  publisher  has  reason  to  belieye,  is  equal  to 
that  of  either  Bkiektpood  or  the  Edinburgh  Retneux. 

Communicationa  which  hare  been  found  not  to  suit  us,  or  for  which  we  had  not 
space,  have  been  retomed,  through  Mesnft  Simpkin  and  Marshall,  liondon,  and  Mr. 
Cumming>  Dublin. 

From  the  great  quantity  of  Poetry  aent  ua,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  return 
the  pieoea  not  found  suitable,  or  to  Intimate  their  unsuitableness,  otherwise  than  by 
not  inserting  them  within  a  fow  Numbera  after  their  receipt. 

Complaints  haTe  reached  us,  finom  yarions  parts  of  England,  that  the  Magaxine 
has  not  been  received  in  proper  time.  We  beg  to  mention  that  the  delay  is  caused 
by  no  fault  of  ours.  The  copies  must  be  detained  by  the  persons  by  whose  parcels 
they  are  forwarded. 

If  the  Magazine  is  sometimes  later  of  reaching  the  Scottish  towns  than  Mr.  Black- 
wood*!^  the  lateneas  is  owing  to  our  giving  a  Monthly  Register,  and  to  the  wish 
that  our  ramarka  should  have  rsforsnea  to  the  latest  events  of  the  month. 
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JOHNSTONB*S  BDIKBURGH  MAGA2INE. 

Wi  bef  letTe  to  call  public  attention  to  the  Proipectus,  adrertieed  at  the  end  of 
our  present  number,  of  a  Cheap  Periodical,  about  to  commence  its  career,  under  the 
Utle  of  JOHNSTONE'S  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE.  ThU  work,  ai  the  Proepectua 
infbrma  us,  <<  is  intended  for  the  reading  public  at  large,  without  distinction  of  sect 
or  party  ;*'  and  the  conductors  express  a  hope  « to  make  it  generally  acceptable,  from 
the  combination  of  useful  intelligence,  with  pleasant  and  entertaining  reading,  in  the 
Tarious  departmenu  of  popular  literature.'*  We  know  the  parties  who  have  issued 
this  Prospectus,  well ;  and  know  that  they  hare  not  promised  more  than  they  can  per- 
form in  the  very  best  manner.  The  blended  power  and  beauty  of  Mrs.  Johnstone's 
imagination,  her  rich  sense  of  humour,  erer  qualified  with  the  most  delicate  ftmale 
gentleness,  are  of  themselres  sufficient  warranu  that  this  Magazine,  which  will  be 
chiefly  written  and  selected  by  her,  will  be  found  in  the  highest  degree  delightful, 
—pleasing  at  once  to  the  most  cultiTated  minds,  and  to  those  who  hare  grown  up 
under  nature's  training  alone. 

.       NEW  RADICAL  NEWSPAPERS. 

Several  Newspapen  of  talent  hare  started  in  the  large  commercial  towns  of  Eng- 
land lately,  all  of  them  of  independent  or  Radical  principles.  We  may  instance 
The  Leeds  Timesy  The  Devonport  Independent ;  and,  within  these  few  weeks.  The 
NewoatUe  Press.  These  news  papers  are  distinguished  for  talent,  no  less  than  for 
boldness  and  honesty.  Of  The  Newciutle  Press  we  hare  only  seen  two  numben. 
If  the  succeeding  ones  be  as  full  of  spirit  and  ability  as  these  two.  The  Newcastle 
Press  will  rank  among  the  first  Provincial  Papers  of  the  day.  This  Paper  seems  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  Great  Northern  Political  Union ;  the  proceedings  of  which  ar« 
of  much  interest  wherever  liberal  principles  prevail. 

THE  SPY  SYSTEM. 

Since  the  article  in  the  present  number  on  The  Spy  System  went  to  press,  we 
have  learned  that  the  sum  paid  to  Richmond,  on  the  9th  February,  1821,  upon  the 
occasion  when  he  was  so  fortunately  discovered  in  the  scene  of  his  former  exploits, 
was  L.800.  How  much  he  had  got  before,  in  the  shape  of  occasional  <*  Drafts,** 
*'  Annuity,"  &s.y  we  cannot  say.— Jt  must  have  been  no  trifle. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Several  Papers  which  we  intended  to  include  in  this  number,  are  unavoidably 
postponed ;  but  shall  appear  in  our  next.  Our  Contributon  are  requested  to  send 
their  papers  early  in  the  month ;  or,  when  that  cannot  be  done  to  let  us  know  ex- 
actly the  time  when  we  may  expect  them,  and  the  probable  length  of  the  article. 
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CLOSE  OF  TH£  BILRINO  PARLIAMENT. 

8om  days  since  a  proof-sheet  was  sent  us  for  correction^  in  which 
Lord  Althorp's  bill  for  the  commutation  of  English  tithes^  was  ingeni* 
Ottsly  printed  Lord  Althorp's  Bilk.  The  letter  was  wrong,  but  the  epirit 
■o  exquisitely  correct,  that  there  was  reluctance  to  turn  the  honest 
word  into  what  his  Lordship  intended  the  public  should  read  it.  It  has 
been  a  complete  Session  of  Biike,  where  everybody  has  been  bilking 
everybody— -^t'/Arer  or  bilkee  in  tarn.  First,  we  had  the  great  Bilk,  by 
which  the  Irish  nation,  long  alternately  praying  and  6ghting  for  justice, 
got  the  Coercion  Bill.  Then  there  was  the  bilk  of  retrenchment;  the  bilk 
of  the  abolition  of  pensions  and  sinecure  places ;  the  bilk  of  the  assessed 
taxes'  abolition,  when  so  many  pledged  members  openly  and  barefacedly 
bilked  their  constituents,  and  will  try  it  again,  if  they  give  them  oppor. 
tunity.  We  have  since  had  the  Bank  Charter  Bilk,  and  the  Corn  Laws' 
Bilk.  The  nation  has  been  bilked  out  of  a  million  to  the  Irish  parsons, 
and  of  twenty  millions  to  the  West  Indian  slaveholders.  But  the 
grand  bilk  of  the  session,  juggle  and  bilk  together,  and  deeper  villany, 
a  mystery  of  iniquity  we  may  yet  unfold,  is  the  Irish  Church  Bill  bilk, 
where  Tories  bilked  Whigs,  and  Whigs  bilked  Tories ;  and  where  Tory 
and  Tory,  and  Whig  and  \Vhig  tried  in  the  dark  to  bilk  each  other ; 
Sir  R.  Peel,  Tory,  conniving  with  Mr.  £.  Stanley,  Whig,  handy  dandy, 
to  bubble  and  bilk  such  simple  good  men  as  Lord  Althorp,  Whig,  and  Sir 
Robert  Inglis,  Tory.  The  Irish  Church  Bill  is  indeed  the  grand  bilk  of 
bilks, — ^the  crowning  bilk  of  the  first  Bilking  Session  of  a  reformed 
Parliament. 

Whether  Tories  or  Whigs  shall  be  the  successful  bilkers  before 
Christmas  day  is  yet  a  puzzle.  The  latter  have,  with  all  their  might, 
worked  hard  and  sweated,  rising  ere  it  was  morning,  to  make  smooth 
and  easy  the  way  of  return  to  the  sweets  of  office  to  their  opponents, 
and  trusting  to  accompany  them  in  single  file  or  by  small  divisions.  Lat. 
terly,  the  Whigs  have  appeared  rather  desirous  of  leaving  some  small 
obstructions — a  few  Macadam  bars  across  the  path ;  but  if  the  West 
India  bilk  is  completed  before  the  prorogation,  the  Tories  will  not  strain 
hard  at  any  thing  else.  Unless  the  people  are  "  wide  awake,"  the 
second  Bilking  Session  will  be  triumphantly  opened  by  the  Tories. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Wx  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  curious  and  diverting  hlitory  of  Mr.  Rich- 
mond's services  and  adventures  in  the  parish  of  St.  Luke's.  That  pubUG-spirite4 
person  seems  doomed  to  experience  the  ing^titude  of  base  mankind,  go  where  be 
will.  The  parishionets  of  St.  Luke's  are  harder  to  come  down  with  the  readj^  than 
even  Lord  Sidmouth  or  Mr.  K.  Finlay. 

We  intended  to  devote  a  little  space  to  remarks  on  the  Anthem,  <<  Turn  thee  again, 
Lord,**  by  Mr.  Pye  of  Exeter,  which  gained  the  Graham  Prize,  No.  2 ;  on  Mr.  Fin- 
hiy  Dun's  ''  Musical  Scrap  Book  ;**  and  several  other  musical  compositions  lately  sent 
ns, — not  forgetting  the  Musical  Cyclopaedia,  just  published,  by  Allan,  Bell  &  Co., 
London ;  but  must  defer  our  musical  notices  till  next  month. 

Tho  following  contribotions  have  been  received  too  hte  for  insertion  in  thii  month's  nam- 
ber : — Rhymes  of  Romance  ;  The  Debt,  and  other  Poems ;  "  Bentham  ;'*  Greece ;"  Upper 
Chambers  of  Legislation ;  Preo  Trade ;  and  some  others. 

In  our  next,  or  in  some  early  number,  will  probably  be  ^ven,  Tho  Note  of  Detestation  ; 
Ire. ;  The  infirmities  of  Genius  Illustrated ;  Hymn  to  Nigbt ;  Let  there  bo  Iwbt  1  Tbe 
Drama;  The  Moray  Floods,  &c.,  by  J.  C;  Willie  Millar  o'  the  Glen,  tec,  by  R.  Gil- 
filUn;  Remarks  on  an  Emendation  of  NIebhur ;  The  Night,  a  poem ;  Euthanasia  of  the 
British  Constitution ;  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Moggridge  on  Poor  Laws ;  A  Review  of  Huwitt'a 
able  and  fearless  History  of  Priestcraft  in  all  ages ;  Bulwer's  England  and  the  English,  and 
several  other  works. 

Rqjner  Lodbrog  is  requested  to  send  an  Address,  as  the  Printer  requires  his  iastnictioos. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  REPORT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND. 

'*  Almighty  Ood  hath  reserved  Ireland  in  her  unquiet  state>  for  some  secret  scourge  which  shall  by 
her  come  to  England."— Spbnsbb. 

This  prophecy,  now  three  centuries  nearer  the  accomplishment  than 
when  delivered,  falls  into  the  common  error  of  charging  Providence 
with  evils  of  man's  commission.  The  '^unquiet  state"  of  the  unhappy 
country  to  which  the  Poet  was  the  first  to  draw  unavailing  sympathy, 
remains  to  the  present  day;  with  this  mighty  difference,  that  the 
perils  of  impending  retribution  are  augmented  a  hundred.fold.  The 
scourge  is  ready  to  be  applied.  In  relation  to  Ireland^  Britain  has 
ever  acted  the  part  of  a  harsh  and  weak  step-dame  to  a  froward  but 
hopeful  child.  She  has  neither  had  energy  to  subdue  its  will  to  the 
obedience  of  fear,  nor  yet  shewn  the  kindness  which  might  have  gained  its 
affections ;  and  it  has  grown  up  from  a  childhood,  rendered  petulant 
and  capricious  by  mismanagement,  into  a  headstrong  maturity,  eager 
to  punish  early  neglect,  and  to  retaliate  cruelty;  and  to  prove,  indeed,  the 
long.prepared  ''  secret  scourge"  of  its  spoiler.  As  Britain  has  trained 
Ireland,  so  she  has  her. 

The  laborious  efforts  of  Mr.  Stanley  ''  to  make  out  a  case*'  against  Ire- 
land,  and  the  character  of  the  measure  clearly  indicated  before  the  close 
of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  both  by  the  Lord  Cjiiincellor  of  Eng- 
land  and  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary,  and  now  brought  forward  by  the 
Whig  Grovernment, — have  turned  the  attention  of  many  persons  to  Ire- 
land, who  rarely  think  of  that  country,  save,  as  a  semi-barbarous,  shock- 
ing region  lying  beyond  seas ;  abounding  in  intriguing  Jesuit  Priests, 
riotous  murdering  peasantry,  and  blundering  convivial  squires ;  whither 
many  regiments  are  sent,  and  which  Britain  encourages  and  patronizes, 
to  the  serious  detriment  of  her  own  agricultural  interests,  by  consuming 
its  corn,  cattle,  and  butter ;  whence,  in  war,  she  also  kindly  draws  off 
much  of  the  surplus  population  for  the  raw  human  matMel  of  her  army 
and  navy ;  and  from  which  she  obtains  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  at  all  times.  Such  enlightened  persons  are  not  a  little  indignant 
at  the  ungrateful  presumption  of  Ireland  in  seeking  to  withdraw  her- 
self  from  the  patronage  and  tender  protection  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
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they  might  fancy  her  sufficiently  punished  by  granting  her  winh  for  Re* 
peily  and  cry,  '*  Let  her  go  in  God's  name/'  if  it  were  not  that  Sir  Robert 
Peel  and  Mr.  Stanley  assure  them  this  would  he  rather  inconveBieiit,aad» 
besides,  just  what  O'Connell  wants ;  which  is,  of  itself,  a  sufieieHt  rmtmrnt 
for  refusal.  So  these  persons  conclude  that  Ireliad  is  teisHl  wMi  ob^ 
of  her  periodical  paroxysms,  and  must,  as  a  natter  of  course,  be  one* 
more  subjected  to  coercion ;  must  see  ker  people  imprisoned,  tran- 
sported, gibbeted,  and  subjected  to  all  the  tender  mercies  of  military  law ; 
(for  how  can  Tory,  or  eren  Whig  humanity,  endure  the  idea  of  a  land 
where  murder  stalka  abroad,  &c.  &c. — See  any  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  late 
"  admirable"  speeches) — and  then,  all  will  be  quiet  again.  Ezquinte 
reasooere  \  Nothing  stands  against  you  but  common  sense,  backed  by  the 
experience  of  seven  centuries !  Your  meaeure  is  to  restore  order,  and 
bring  tranquillity;  but  this,  to  ordinary  apprehension,  is  the  fruit 
of  internal  peace  and  contentment,  and  can  only  be  obtained  through  the 
removal  of  every  reasonable  ground  of  disaifection.  Not  tranquillity,  then, 
can  follow  your  measure,  but  sullen  submission ;  reluctant,  enforced 
obedience,  which  may  bend  the  scowling  eye,  and  compress  the  writhing 
lip,  but  can  never  reach  the  heart,  in  which  it  will  nurse  deeper  rancour 
and  more  implacable  and  fierce  resentment.  Before  coming  to  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Stanley's  remedies,  we  may  cast  one 
glance  backward  upon  the  history  of  a  country  with  whose  weal  or  woe 
the  peace,  and  perhaps  political  independence  of  Britain  are  indissolubly 
bound  up ;  a  country  which  is  depicted  by  its  present  rulers  as  in  the  most 
anarchical  and  demoralized  condition,  and  for  which,  after  the  hopeless 
experience  of  ages,  nothing  better  can  be  found  than  the  old  S3r8tem  under 
a  new  set  of  men,  and  in  a  fhr  worse  form  than  before.  Having  long  tried 
the  efficacy  of  penal  statutes,  and  civil  disabilities,  recourse  is  to  be  had 
once  more  to  the  Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  panacea,— 4o  the  suspension  of 
all  the  safeguards  of  liberty,  to  arbitrary  power,  military  tribunals,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  despotism.  These,  it  seems,  are  still  the  only 
remedies  which  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  British  Legislature 
can  devise  to  eradicate  the  discontents,  cure  the  poverty,  and  redress  the 
grievances  of  that  unhappy  country,  which  is  become  a  terror  to  her- 
self, and  to  all  around  her. 

In  six  sentences  as  many  centuries  of  Irish  history  may  be  dismissed. 
Conquered  by  the  Anglo-Normans,  trampled  upon  by  the  Plantagenets, 
oppressed  by  the  Tudors,  misgoverned  by  the  Stuarts,  and  rent  by  the 
continual  intestine  struggles  and  intrigues  -of  her  native  chiefs  and  fac- 
tions, the  self-same  events  which  favoured  the  growth  of  regulated  free- 
dom, and  the  prosperity  and  moral  strength  of  England,  have  contributed 
to  grind  Ireland  to  the  dust.  In  CromweU  she  found  the  most  despotic  of 
her  conquerors  ;  in  King  William,  the  most  jealous  and  selfish  of  her  iron 
rulers,  and  the  one  who,  in  compliance  with  the  narrow  excluding  policy  of 
the  English  nation,  the  most  determinedly  repressed  her  young  energies, 
cramped  her  industry,  and  sacrificed  her  rising  commercial  interests  to 
those  of  the  more  powerful  state.  Passing  over  the  intermediate  reigns, 
distinguished  chiefly  by  the  enactment  of  new  penal  laws,  under  the  terror 
or  the  pretext  of  the  Pope  and  the  Pretender,  we  find  Ireland,  at  the 
accession  of  George  III.,  in  t]^e  worst  social  condition  a  country  can  ex- 
hibit,— like  one  recently  overrun,  and  neither  fully  subdued,  nor  in  any 
degree  conciliated.  To  one  or  two  statesmen,  who  cared  very  little  about 
*'  the  Protestant  Ascendency,"  save  as  a  political  tool,  it  seems  to  have 
occurred  at  different  periods,  that  policy,  if  not  enlightened  humanity 
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dictated  that  something  should  be  done  for  a  country  rapidly  waxing 
powerful^  by  increasing  wealth  and  population^  and  intimately  allied  with 
Britain.  The  writings  of  Swift  had  early  in  the  century  created  some-* 
thing  like  a  public  spirit.  The  Union  of  the  Irish  Volunteers/  a  half 
century  later^  wrested^  wrung  forth^  conquered^  sundry  concessions  and* 
acts  of  justice  to  their  degraded  country.  But  events  arose  which  lefB 
Bnglish  Statesmen  little  leisure  to  bestow  upon  Ireland.  It  was  easier, 
in  the  meantime^  to  corrupt  the  dominant^  powerful  faction^  than  to^ 
redress  the  grievances  of  the  nation;  and  when  matters  came  to  the' 
extreme  issue^  a  Coercion  Bill,  or  a  dozen  of  them,  were  found  the  ready 
resource.  The  frantic  patient,  driven  mad  by  ill  treatment,  irritation/ 
and  insult,  became  alarming  to  his  keepers.  To  manacle  and  scourge 
his  person,  and  debase  and  brutalize  his  mind,  was  an  easier  process  for 
present  safety,  than  by  steady,  patient,-  and  gentle  treatment,  to  restore 
him  to  sanity  and  health,  and  sound  mental  feeling.  A  more  humane 
and  enlightened  system  of  discipline  is  forcing  its  way  into  mad-houses : 
Wisdom  knocks  in  vain  at  the  doors  of  cabinets.  But,  with  all  its' 
political  degradation  and  suffering,  Ireland  might  have  remained  tran- 
quil, had  it  not  been  placed  and  forcibly  held  in  a  condition  perfectly 
anomalous  in  the  history  of  civilized  nations.  With  a  population,  four- 
fifths  Catholic,  and  ntne« tenths  either  Catholics  or  Dissenters,  it  was' 
ordained  to  support  a  splendid,  an  arrogant,  and  a  hated  alien  and  sine- 
Cure  Establishment ;  and  with  no  legal  provision  for  its  own  famishing,- 
Aeglected,  and  ignorant  poor,  was  doomed  to  send  the  fruits  of  its  labour' 
and  industry  to  enrich  the  foreign  lords  of  the  soil ;  absentee  Irish,  or' 
unknown  English  proprietors.  This  alien,  useless,  detested  church,  the 
most  richly  endowed  of  any  in  the  world,  neither  contributed  in  any  way 
to  the  instruction  of  the  people,  nor  yet  returned  one  farthing  of  what 
it  wrung  forth  from  ttie  grasp  of  famishing  labour  to  allay  their  phy- 
sical sufferings ;  while  the  absentee  proprietors  uniformly  shewed  their 
sympathy  by  seconding  the  demand  of  the  successive  Messieurs  Stanley 
for  more  power  to  coerce,  more  arbitrary  laws,  more  bastiles,  moire  bar- 
racks, more  military,  paid  by  the  industry  of  the  English  and  Scotch 
people,  to  administer  bullets  to  the  Irish  nation  as  often  as  they  de- 
ma^(fe^  bre'arf,  and  the  same  degree  of  religious  freedom  which  Eng- 
land had  always  enjoyed,  and  which  Scotland  had  conquered  by  resistance 
precisely  similar  to  that  which  Mr.  Stanley  has  vowed  to  put  down  vm 
Ireland.  We  cannot  here  advert  to  the  penal  laws, — the  most  fiend-like 
ever  contrived  by  the  hell-born  spirit  of  petsecution,-«-under  which  Ireland 
long  groaned ;  nor  to  the  arbitrary  and  capricious  restrictions  on  her 
trade, — ^to  the  iniquitous  tithe -laws,— to  the  oppressive  excise-laws, — ^to 
the  insolent  and  rapacious  faction  which,  upheld  by  British  bayonets, 
insulted  and  domineered  over  a  high-spirited  people,  impatiently  crouch  - 
ing  beneath  the  yoke,  and  seizing  every  chance  that  offered  to  shak^'it 
off ;  or,  if  this  might  not  be,  trying,  as  they  do  still,  to  shift  the  galling 
pressure  from  one  irritated  and  inflamed  spot  to  another,  though  at  the 
peril  of  producing  deeper  laceration.  This  iViay  be  unwise ;  but  ho^ 
natural  Is  it  to  suffering  men  ? 

Before  coming  to  the  actual  condition  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Stanley's 

remedy,  we  wish  to  remove  one  erroneous  impression.    The  disturbances 

"'.   ......  I        -  ' ■  ■  ■ ' 

*  Thoae  who  compare  the  present  Irish  Volanteer  Associatioiui  X6  that  of  1782, 
should  at  least  be  aware  that,  with  every  true  lover  of  freedom,  this  is  to  ^ive  theie 
bands  the  hallowed  character  of  patriots. 

A2 
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which  have  prevailed  in  that  vexed  and  tortured  country,  for  the  last 
Bixty  years^  have  seldom  been  political.  The  objects  of  the  Volunteer 
Association  countenanced  by  Grattan,  and  Floods  and  Charlemont,  were 
80^  and  political  feeling  mingled  in  the  rebellion  of  1798  ;  but  the  dis* 
turbances  which  have  never  ceased  to  distract  Ireland^  have  been  gen- 
erally predial^  cunningly  fomented  into  religious  animosity  by  those 
whose  game  of  governing  was^  to  play  off  factions  against  each  other. 

Agrarian  associations^  and  predial  combinations^  have  for  sixty  years 
been  known  in  Ireland,  under  the  names  of  Hearts  of  Steel,  Hearts  of  Oak, 
Whiteboys,  Rockites,  Terry  Alts  Men,  and  now  Whitefeet,  and  Biackfeet. 
They  have  arisen  east  and  west,  south  and  north  ;  they  have  been  Catho- 
lic, Episcopalian,  and  Presbyterian,  springing  from  a  common  root,  the 
oppression  of  landlords,  whom  there  was  no  compulsory  provision  for  the 
poor  to  hold  in  check ;  from  the  tit  lie-laws,  and  other  iniquitous  imposts, 
the  consequences  of  absenteeism,  the  rapacity  of  the  squirearchy,  the  in. 
tolerable  arrogance  of  the  Orange  Yeomanry,  and  of  the  '*  Ascendency" 
faction,  and  that  partial  and  most  unequal  administration  of  justice, 
which  withdrew  the  confidence  of  the  people,  of  the  Catholics  especially, 
from  the  established  tribunals,  and  made  tbem  trust  to  their  secret  com- 
binations alone  for  '^  wild  justice/'  Tliat  this  is  correct,  may  be  shewn  in 
few  words.  Among  the  first  of  those  hydra-hended  predial  bands,  of  which 
the  Whitefeet  are  the  present  successors,  were  the  Hvarts~of  Steel  Men^ 
the  sturdy  Protestant  resisters  df  Ulster,  probably  of  Scottish  ancestry  ; 
and  at  all  events,  men  determined  to  oppose  what  they  conceived 
oppression.  They  banded  sixty  years  ago  in  consequence  of  the  rapacity 
of  the  agent  of  the  absentee  Marquis  of  Donegal ;  resolved  not  to  pay  the 
high  rents,  feudaP  dues,  and  fines  exacted  from  them,  nor  to  allow  others 
to  take  lands  over  their  head.  It  was  a  league  of  the  vassals  against 
the  lord  of  the  soil,  offensive  and  defensive  ;  and^ns  the  exact  prototype 
of  a  hundred  more  formed  subsequently.  Military  were  sent  out.  Several 
of  the  Hearts  of  Steel  were  captured,  and  brought  to  trial  at  C'arrick- 
fergus,  and  acquitted,  from  what  Mr.  Stanley  might  call  intimidation ; 
but  what  the  Irish  nation  called  the  sympathy  of  the  witnesses  and  the 
jury  with  oppressed  men,  to  whom  law  afforded  no  protection.  The 
squirearchy,  disappointed  and  enraged  at  failing  in  the  meditated  ven- 
geance against  their  revolted  vassals,  obtained  the  passing  of  a  law  simi. 
lar  to  the  mildest  of  Earl  Grey's  present  Bills.  The  insurgents  of  Done- 
gal were  tried  for  their  offence  a  second  time  in  Dublin — but  even  a 
Dublin  jury  acquitted  them  ;  and  the  precedent  for  Earl  Grey's  Bill  for 
changing  the  Venue,  was  repealed  with  shame  to  its  framers.  Thou, 
sands  of  the  Hearts  of  Steel  found  shelter  in  America ;  and  from  turbu- 
lent asflociators,  became,  once  more,  industrious  agriculturists,  and  valu- 
able^citizens.  The  Hearts  of  Oak  were  another  Protestant  and  northern 
association.  They  were  driven  into  insurrection  by  a  law  ordaining  that 
the  vassals  should  make  roads,  for  the  convenience  of  their  lords,  as  often 
as  a  mandate  to  that  effect  was  issued.  The  o^jpiessivc  Road  Act,  after  this 
open  resistance,  was  repealed ;  the  Oak  Boys  were  quieted ;  and  Irish- 
men practically  taught  the  dangerous  lesson,  they  have  never  since  for- 
gotten, that  it  was  from  their  own  right  hands  they  were  to  expect  redress. 
Of  Whitehoyism,  the  most  formidable  of  the  earlier  factions,  we  liave  tJiis 
account  from  Arthur  Young:  *'Tlie  Whitehoya*  being  labouring  Catholl«$, 

•  They  were  thus  named  from  wearing  shirts  over  their  clothes,  as  Whitefeet  were 
from  wearing  white  stockings. 
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met  with  all  the  oppressions  I  have  described,  [a  frightful  and  black  ca- 
talogue,]  and  would  probably  have  continued  in  full  submission,  had  not 
very  severe  treatment  in  respect  of  tithes,  united  with  a  great  specula^ 
tive  rise  of  rents  about  the  same  time,  blown  up  the  flame  of  resistance. 
The  atrocious  acts  they  w^ere  guilty  of,  made  them  the  subject  of  gene- 
ral indignation.     Acts  were  passed  for  their  punishment  which  were  cal- 
culated for  the  meridian  of  Barbary^  [Algerine  acts?]  This  arose  to  such 
a  height,  that  one  by  one  they  were  to  be  hanged  under  circumstances, 
without  the  common  formalities  of  a  trial ;  which,  though  repealed  in  the 
following  session,  marks  the  spirit  of  the  punishment."     Captain  Right's 
men  began  in  tithe  oppressions,  and  enjoyed  a  kind  of  impunity  so  long  as 
they  limited  their  attacks  to  the  church  dues  ;  but  as  soon  as  their  legis. 
lation  extended  to  extravagant  rents,  the  'squires  rose  in  arms.    A  bill  for 
their  suppression  was  brought  into  the  Irish  Parliament  by  the  apostate 
Attorney-General,  Fitzgibbon,  afterwards  Earl  of  Clare;  who  has  left  a  des. 
cription  of  the  miserable  labourers  of  his  country,  even  more  applicable  at 
the  present  day  than  when  it  was  given.  He  said  ''that  the  peasants,  ground 
to  powder  by  enormous  rents,  could  not  procure  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
life ;  that  some  landlords  had  incited  the  tenantry  to  rob  the  clergy  of 
their  tithes,  not  to  alleviate  the  distress,  but  to  add  the  difference  to  their 
own  rack-rents ;  and  that  the  peasantry  of  Munster,  bound  to  pay  six 
pounds  an  acre  in  rent,  and  to  work  to  their  landlords  at  the  rate  of 
fivepence  a-dayj  could  not  longer  exist  in  their  present  state  of  wretched- 
ness."   What  might  he  have  said  now,  when,  with  the  elements  of  misery 
80  much  increased  by  the  great  increase  of  population^  the  same  pea- 
santry (as  will  be  seen  by  evidence  before  the  Committee  of  the  Commons, 
which  we  print  below)  are  still  labouring  for  fourpence,  fivepence,  and  six- 
pence a-day,  unemployed  for  a  third  part  of  the  year,  and  payings  instead 
of  L.6, — L.8,  L.IO,  and  L.12  for  the  acre  of  potato  ground,  with  Church 
Cess  and  County  Dues  utiheard  of  fifty  years  ago;  and  this,  while  scarce  one 
law  has  been  passed  to  protect  them  from  the  uncontrolled  rapacity  of 
landlords, but  scores  have  been  enacted  to  keep  them  in  forcible  subjection; 
and  while  Mr.  Stanley  on  one  day  demands  powers  of  coercion,  which  he 
confesses  to  be  fearful  and  unprecedented,  and  on  the  next  coolly  says, 
"  that  Government  has  no  immediate  view  of  giving  the  poor  of  Ireland 
any  claim  to  a  legal  provision  against  starvation."     It  would  be  super- 
fluous to  go  farther  into  the  history  of  the  agrarian  associations  which 
have,  for  sixty  years,  disturbed  Ireland.     Their  uniform  cause  has  been 
the  dread  of  dispossession,  extravagant  rents,  actual  famine,  the  galling 
and  intolerable  burden  of  the  church  establishment,  and  the  abuses  con- 
nected with  it ;  religious  animosity  artfully  or  unwisely  kept  alive ;  the 
whole  resulting  in  those  violent  collisions  and  sanguinary  scenes  that  are 
passing  still, — the  fierce  resistance  of  famine  and  of  hereditary,  long- 
cherished  hate^  opposed  to  rapacity  and  injustice,  which  the  people  be- 
lieve are  sanctioned  by  law,  and  upheld  by  the  police  and  the  aristocracy. 
This  may  give  a  general  idea  of  those  predial  combinations  which  unhappily 
are  not  new  in   Ireland,  and  which  particular  circumstances, — among 
others,  the  confident  expectation  of  the  instant  abolition  of  tithes,  while 
tithe  arrears  have  been  collected  with  more  severity  than  ever, — have 
during  the  last  year  animated  to  somewhat  more  than  ordinary  fierceness. 
Besides  the  passing  of  the  rigorous  laws  referred  to  in  the  seventh  number 
of  this  Magazine,  in  an  article  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  two  Parliamentary 
Committees  were  appointed  last  year;  one,  of  the  Peers,  to  receive  evidence 
on  the  state  of  tithes  in  Ireland  ;   and  another  of  the  Commons,  on  the 
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fUte  of  the  disturbed  districts.  Of  the  last  committee^  Mr  Stanley, 
.the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  was  conceived  an  important  member, 
though  he  has  since  mentioned  in  Parliament  that  he  never  attended  it ! 
He  has  easier  sources  of  knowledge.  This  Committee  examined  many 
intelligent  witnesses  of  every  party  and  class ;  Catholic  and  Protestant, 
clergy  and  laity,  landed  proprietors  and  farmers.  Government  officials  and 
|iersons  connected  with  the  Catholic  Association ;  and,  if  truth  was  to  be 
got  at,  their  labours  must  have  brought  it  forth.  They  gave  in  their 
Report  on  the  2d.  of  August,  1839,  gravely  formed  on  the  vast  mass  of 
.evidence  delivered  before  them.  One  of  its  first  clauses  is  as  follows;  norl- 
and the  fact  is  most  important— do  we  find  one  word  in  support,  or  the 
slightest  recommendation,  of  the  violent,  unconstitutional,  and  extraordi- 
nary measures  Earl  Grey's  Government  has  since  introduced.  Yet  the 
object  of  his  Bill,  and  of  this  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  are 
,one  and  the  same — ^to  tranquillize  Ireland.    The  clause  is, 

**  The  Committee  have  great  laticfiftction  in  having  it  in  their  power  to  acquaint 
ithe  House,  that  since  they  were  appointed,  a  considerable  improvement  has  uke^ 
^lace  in  the  state  of  the  disturbed  districts.  On  referring  to  the  Evidence,  the  Hoose 
will  find  that  the  change,  in  a  great  measure,  is  attributed  to  a  Special  Commitno^ 
paving  been  appointed  to  try  the  persons  who  had  been  apprehended  as  guilty  of  acts 
fif  insurrection  in  the  Queen's  County." 

The  Committee,  without  actually  recommending,  rather  approve  of  a 
measure  to  prevent  noctiumal  assemblies,  when  Whitefeet  conspiracies 
And  crimes  are  in  existence  ;  bat  in  place  of  Mr.  Stanley's  military  domi- 
ciliary visits,  they  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  recommend  :-— 

^'  That  whatever  authority  shaft  be  given,  to  prevent  nocturnal  meetings,  should  be 
placed  under  such  regulations  as  shall  eflactually  prevent  the  abases  of  it,  and  shall 
carry  it  as  little  as  possible  beyond  the  strict  principles  of  the  Constitution.** 

^^r  that  purpose  they  propose :— • 

**  That  this  authority  shall  never  be  acted  upon,  except  under  circumstances  of 
really  great  necessity,  and  never  but  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  of  high  re«ponsibi. 
lity.  *  *  *  In  making  this  suggestion  to  the  House,  the  Committee  would  feel 
•great  reluctance  in  doing  so,  if  they  did  not  entertain  a  eanviction,  that  such  reme' 
(dial  measures  as  may  tend  to  remove  the  causes  of  erimej  would  at  the  same  time  be 
adopted.** 

This  recommendation,  so  qualified,  is  the  strongest  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee, for  the  guidance  of  the  House  in  legislating  for  Ireland.  With. 
jovLt  proposing  any  specific  plan  of  a  poor  law,  they  are  of  opinion  :^- 

«  That  a  plan  may  be  adopted  which  will  go  far  to  alleviate  the  distress  which  is 
jiow  too  commonly  experienced  by  the  poorest  class  of  land  occupiers  in  Ireland.** 

They  propose,  that  instead  of  the  poor  tenant  being  turned  out  at  the 
pleasure  of  his  landlord,  either  to  perish  upon  the  highway,  or  to  join, 
f*  for  dear  life,"  the  predial  banditti  which  desolate  the  country,  he 
fAiall  be  voluntarily  aided  by  his  landlord,  and  further,  from  a  public 
fund,  to  assist  him  to  emigrate.  But  as  the  provision  is  not  made  com- 
pulsory on  the  landlord,  we  may  guess,  by  what  we  have  seen,  to  what 
that  aid  would  amount.  The  Committee  make  other  recommendations, 
.which  virtually  amount  to  throwing  upon  the  public  the  burden  of  ejected 
.tenant^.  With  these  we  shall  not  at  present  meddle.  Infinitely  rather 
would  we  see  the  sums  lavished  to  support  a  large  army,  a  formidable  po- 
lice establishment,  and  an  enormous  expenditure  for  criminal  prosecutions 
in  Ireland,  expended  on  the  improvement  of  the  people,  instead  of  their 
coercion  ;  but  it  is  too  much  to  say,  that  England  and  Scotland  should 
be  taxed  to  maintain  hordes  of  paupers,  who  have  been  made  such  to 
£11  the  pockets  of  Irish  Squires  and  Absentee  Landlords.  Some  of  the 
^eipedid  suggestions  of  the  Committee  merit  every  attention ;  but  these 
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«re  generally  confined  to  a. better  and  more  prompt  administration  of  cri- 
minal justice^  by  the  creation  of  a  Crown  officer  in  every  county,  whose 
office  and  duties  we  may  explain  in  a  word,  by  saying,  they  are  precisely 
similar  to  those  of  the  Procurators  Fiscal  of  Scotland;  an  officer  who  shall 
perform  for  the  public  that  business  which,  being  everybody's,  is  nobody's, 
and  arrest  the  career  of  crime  in  the  outset.  It  is  remarkable,  that  we  hear 
.almost  nothing  of  the  intimidation  of  witnesses  in  this  Report  and  volu- 
minous evidence ;  and  nothing  at  all  of  the  intimidation  of  jurymen ;  but 
a  very  great  deal  of  the  distrust  entertained  by  the  people  of  judges, 
juries,  and  all  kinds  of  institutions  intended  for  their  protection.  Yet 
this  species  of  intimidation  is  a  cardinal  point  with  the  framers  of  the 
Irish  Coercion  Bill. 

Whatever  account  we  might  give  of  the  condition  of  the  mass  of  the 
iBgricultural  population  of  Ireland,  would  by  some  persons  be  suspected 
of  exaggeration,  and,  for  this  reason,  we  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  the 
evidence  on  their  condition,  delivered  by  persons  whosie  bias,  if  they  can 
be  suspected  of  any,  must  be  in  favour  of  the  privileged  order,  and  not 
of  the  suffering  many« 

The  first  witness  to  whose  testimony  we  shall  advert  is  Matthew 

Barringtoo,  Esq.,  a  Government  functionary.  Crown  Solicitor  for  the 

Munster  circuit, 

<<  Irifh  tenants  live  much  worse  than  English  tenants  ?**  *^  They  do."*  ^  A  great 
.deal  of  what  ou^ht  to  go  to  their  sustenance  and  comfort  goes  to  the  landlord  ?** 
^  It  goes  to  pay  the  rent.**  <<  Have  you  not  stated  to  the  Committee,  that  when  a 
landlord  has  changed  his  tenantry,  as  in  the  case  of  Lord  Stradbroke,  disturbances 
hare  followed  T*  <<  In  many  instances  they  have ;  but  I  do  not  say  in  every  in- 
4itance.  The  case  of  Lord  Stradbroke  was  a  very  desperate  one ;  there  was  a  num- 
ber of  people  turned  out  on  the  road,  and  their  bouses  levelled  on  the  same  day. 
On  Mr.  Gascoigne*8  property  some  poor  people  were  dispossessed,  and  they  got  a 
piece  of  ground,  each  on  his  mountain,  a'iid  were  perfectly  toHsfled,  and  have  been 
improving  the  ground  ever  since." 

The  character  and  opportunities  of  this  gentleman  entitle  his  testi- 
•mony  to  great  weight.  Like  nearly  every  witness  examined,  be  sepa- 
rates the  predial  insurgents,  by  whatever  party-name  distinguished, 
from  political  agitators,  and  from  political  discontents. 

« I  have  traced,'*  he  says,  ^  the  origin  of  almost  every  case  (of  Whitefeetism) 
I  prosecuted,  and  find  that  they  generally  arise  from  the  attachment  tOy  the  dispoesee' 
sion  ofy  or  the  change  in,  the  po^eesaion  qf  land,  X  have  never  known  a  single  case 
.of  direct  hostility  to  government,  as  a  government.** 

The  O'Connor  Don,  a  large  proprietor  himself,  gives  very  important 

testimony. 

«  What  is  the  price  of  day-labour  in  Roscommon  ?**  «  From  6d.  to  8d.**  **  £9  per 
annum  as  labour'*'**  «  Yes.**  <<  So  that  the  whole  of  the  labDurer*s  wages  must  go  to 
pay  for  the  co>n.acre  of  potatoes  ?**  "  Yes,  if  he  takes  an  acre ;  but  no  poor  man  takes 
any  thing  like  an  acre.**  '<  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  a  poor  man,  and  a  family  of  five 
chfldren,  can  be  maintained  on  less  than  a  con-acre  of  potatoes  F**  <*  Yes,  I  think  so ; 
.for  no  man  takes  an  acre  of  it  for  his  own  use.**  <<  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  every  man 
.in  Roscommon- who  is  willing  to  labour  can  earn  6d.  or  9d.  a  day  ?'*  ^  Certainly  not ; 
for  all  cannot  get  employment.**  <*  Are  there  three  unemployed  for  one  employed  ?** 
*<  I  am  sure  there  are,  for  a  great  part  of  the  year.**  "You  stated  the  wages  of  labour 
at  6d.,  and  the  rent  of  the  conacre  at  L.8  ?**  «  Yes.**  «  Is  it  fair  to  call  upon  you 
to  give  an  opinion  whether  these  two  concomitant  states  of  things  presented  a  ground 
of  complaint  to  excite  an  insurrectionary  movement  ?**  ^  I  think  if  the  people  got 
daily  from  6d.  to  Ski.  they  would  not  complain :  ihey  are  easily  contented,  if  furnished 
with  sufficient  employment.**  ^^  To  what  do  you  attribute  generally  the  disturbances 
that  have  existed  in  your  county  ?**  «  I  should  tay  to  poverty  and  want  of  employ- 
ment ; — I  should  also  say  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  discontent,  I  fear,  extensively  diffused, 
from  the  impression  that  rents  are  too  high,  and  labour  too  low ;  and  that  employ- 
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ment  is  uot  provided,  And  land  apportioned  at  a  (air  value  to  the  poor — when,  their- 
IbiT,  Clare  and  Galway  were  disturbed,  it  was  easy  to  call  the  feeling  of  diaomtent 
in  Roscommon  into  active  operation."  ^  You  think  poverty  and  want  of  employ- 
ment one  of  the  cause^i  'r"  ^  Most  certainly.**  ^  Where  a  man  has  6d.  or  8d.  a-day, 
and  he  is  a  great  portion  of  the  year  unemployed,  must  he  not  necessarily  be  driven 
to  very  deep  distress  ?**     ^  There  are  many  reduced  to  this  state.** 

William  Despard,  Eisq.^  a  very  active  gentleman  of  Queen's  County, 
who  admires  the  Insurrection  Act^  and  thinks  the  laws  for  punishment, 
in  certain  cases,  not  sufficiently  strong ;  and  who,  moreover,  claims  to  be 
himself  one  of  the  most  generous  of  employers  to  rather  ungrateful  la- 
bourers, speaks  thus : — 

'<  You  have  spoken  of  the  wages  paid  by  the  farmers  being  low  ;  in  what  way  do 
they  pay  themF**  ^  They  genenilly  give  an  acre,  or  a  half  acre  of  ground,  and  a 
cabin.**  ^  What  is  the  charge  for  that  ?**  ^  Something  vei  y  high — they  cliarge  them 
very  high  for  the  grass  of  a  cow ;  they  charge  them  high  for  quarter-ground,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  sell  their  pig  to  make  it  up.  The  account  between  the  labourer 
and  farmer  is  kept  up  by  tally — settled  ever}'  nix  mouths.  The  labourer  has  scarcely 
ever  any  money  wages  to  receive.  Thinks  the  midUlc^man  gives  very  low  hire, 
though  he  lets  the  acre  high.**  <*  When  a  man  inhabits  a  house  without  land,  how 
does  he  provide  the  means  of  sustenance  ?'*  <^  By  working,  if  he  can  get  it.**  «  You 
have  stated  that  work  is  not  regularly  to  be  had  !"**  ^  In  part  of  the  country  they 
want  work  for  four  months  in  a  year.'*  *<  In  what  way  does  such  an  individual 
manage  to  exist  ?%    <<  I  do  not  know.** 

The  existence  of  a  poor  law  in  Ireland  would  probably  tend  to  make 

Mr.  Despard  and  other  gentlemen  inquire.     Colonel  Ralph  Johnson,  a 

Magistrate  of  Queen's  County,  who  has  an  energetic  abhorrence  of  agita^ 

tors,  public  meetings,  and  the  circulation  of  printed  speeches,  states  :— 

<*  That  there  are,  however,  many  grievances  of  which  these  incendiaries  (the  agita- 
tors to  wit)  have  taken  advantage,  such  as  the  removal  of  people  otf  their  lands, 
off  hovd  Lansdowue*s  estate,  and  Mr.  Crosbie*s  land.** 

We  pass  Colonel  Johnson's  evidence  against  agents,  and  oume  to  what 
he  declares  of  the  farmers  and  cottiers, 

^  Farmers  are  in  the  habit  of  letting  con-acriM  and  cottages.  In  many  instances 
the  poor  man  is  charged  three  or  four  times  wluit  the  faimer  pays  the  landlord, 
and,  from  one  year*8  end  to  the  other,  never  gets  a  farthing  fur  his  labour.  We 
will  Kay  the  labourer  gets  an  acre  or  an  acre  and  a  half  of  gi'uinid  for  his  fsuuily, 
who  are  going  on  vei*y  well ;  but  by  his  death  there  may  be  a  woman  and  four 
or  five  young  children  left  without  meauH  of  support.  This  is  absolutely  the  caije.  I 
know  it  to  be  so  ;  they  are  left  on  the  world,  and  become  beggars  and  thieves.  We 
had  two  such  instances  at  the  commission  that  was  held  in  Queon*6  County  the  other  day  : 
One  was  a  man  for  committing  murder ;  the  other  for  stopping  a  man  on  the  high- 
road, and  demanding  ainns  of  him.  One  of  those  unfortunate  people  is  to  be  hung,  the 
other  transported :  Those  I  conceive  to  be  substantial  grievances ;  and  that  the 
crimes  of  the  country  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  the  want  of  care  of  those 
people.'^  "  What  becomes  of  families  ejected  from  fanns  ?*'  "  That  1  cannot  an6\i'er— 
I  fear  they  have  to  go  and  do  the  best  they  can.** 

Colonel  John  Rochford,  who  suggests  several  modes  of  suppressing  dis- 
turbances, all,  however,  far  short  of  those  proposed  by  Lord  Althorp  and 
Earl  Grey,  could  not  give  any  hint  as  to  what  might  diminish  the  tempta- 
tion of  the  labourers  to  unite  in  lawless  associations;  but  he  gives  a 
pitiable  description  of  their  condition.  Sir  Hussey  Vivian,  who  took 
great  pains,  on  his  tours  of  duty  as  a  military  commander,  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  people,  states: — 

"  That  in  some  places  wages  were  fourpence,  in  others  fourpence-halfpenny,  six- 
pence or  eightpence,  but  in  none  more  than  tenpence— many  as  low  as  sixpence~.and 
that  paid  by  the  con-acre.  Where  the  wages  were  as  low  as  fourpence-halfpenny, 
no  food  was  given  to  the  labourer,  and  many  were  unemployed.  The  people  com- 
plained. He  thought  the  mode  of  payment  even  more  vexatious  than  the  rate  of 
wnges.*' 
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Supposing  people  to  be  dispossessed  of  even  this  miserable  kind  of 

holdings  their  condition  becomes  far  more  wretched.   Sir  Hussey  Vivian 

proceeds : — 

^  In  one  instance,  I  entered  a  cottage,  where  I  found  a  poor  woman  with  a  child; 
and  in  a  coryer  what  I  thought  a  heap  of  rags,  but  which  proved  to  be  her  old  mother : 
there  was  nothing  in  the  cottage  but  the  stool  the  woman  with  the  child  sat  upon. 
*  They  slept  on  the  bare  floor,  without  covering  of  any  sort  I  asked  the  woman  with 
the  child  where  her  husband  was ;  she  said  he  had  gone  out  to  fish :  that  he  could 
get  no  employmmt,  and  that  the  whole  they  had  to  subsist  upon  was  what  potatoes 
they  could  grow  upon  a  plot  of  ground  about  the  house,  and  any  trout  that  the  poor 
man  might  catch ;  <'  Unhappily,^*  this  witness  adds,  "^  there  are  no  Poor  rates,  and 
I  do  not  see  how  these  persons  are  to  avoid  starvation,  if  they  lost  this  plot  of  ground. 
No  employment  was  to  be  had  where  they  were.** 

Has  ever  navigator  returned  from  the  shores  of  the  wildest  tracks 
and  most  ungenial  climes  of  earth,  with  a  histdry  to  exceed  this^  of  the 
Christian  neighbours  of  the  Bishops^  Squires,  and  Absentee  agents  ? 

Many  of  the  witnesses  are  somewhat  favourable  to  landholders,  at  the 
expense  of  tenants.  Few  think  the  landords'  rent  too  high^  but  nearly 
all  agree  that  the  labourers  are  ^'  ground  to  powder."  Hoveden  Stapleton, 
£sq.>  a  magistrate  of  the  Queen's  County  for  95  years^  and  a  barrister^  who 
had  himself  ejected  many  labourers^  ^'  thought  the  farmers'  charge  for  & 
cabin  and  a  piece  of  ground  most  unjust;  and  that  the  rate  of  wages  allowed 
by  the  farmers  to  the  labourers  could  not  provide  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  pay  their  enormous  rents.  Pie  conceived  this  one  cause  of  discon- 
tent; but  denied  that  the  landlords  charge  the  farmers  too  much." 
This  witness  gave  singular^'bnd,  in  point  of  opinion,  not  very  consistent 
testimony ;  but^  when  farther  interrogated,  answered  more  explicitly. 

^  Do  be  good  enough  to  answer  to  the  Committee,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment, 
what  are  the  principal  causes  (exclusive  now  of  agitation)  of  the  distress  and  dis- 
turbance in  those  districts  you  have  been  speaking  of?" — "  Are  there  any  ?"  "  Clear^ 
ing  of  ground  [estates] — low  price  of  labour — want  of  employment — want  of  a  provu 
sionfor  the  poor,  and  of  a  resident  gentry,  want  of  capital.  All  operate  more  or  less 
to  cause  disconlent  and  poverty,^* 

These  cleared  districts  were  the  estates  of  absentees.  Lord  Lansdowne^ 
Mr.Crosbie^  Mr,  Butler  Clarke,  Mr.  Boulton,  Mr.  St.  George,  Lord  Ainslie, 
Lord  Kenmare,  Sir  William  Hart,  Sir  William  Grace,  and  several  others; 
twenty  in  all,  and  only  four  or  five  resident  proprietors. 

In  the  evidence  of  John  Dillon,  Esq.,  we  have  the  exact  history  of  the 
beginning  of  the  disturbances  in  Queen's  County,  and  of  one  of  the  worst 
kinds  of  associations, — those  which  combine  religious  animosity  and  in- 
tolerance,  with  other  causes  of  discontent.  He  is  speaking  of  the  Rib- 
bonmen,  a  combination  originally  provoked  into  existence  by  Orange  pro- 
cessions and  flags,  &c..  Sec, 

^  After  the  Orangemen  had  been  induced  to  take  down  their  flags  and  insignia  which 
they  had  flaunted  on  Mount  Mellick,  the  disturbances  subsided,  but  increased  at  the 
time  Captain  Gordon  and  his  troop  of  crusaders  went  about.  Meetings  were  held  in 
the  town  of  Maryborough,  which  tended  to  increase  among  the  ignorant  a  feeling  of 
hostility  to  the  Orangemen.  About  the  same  time,  different  poor  people  were  ejected 
from  their  land,  and  a  new  feature  was  added  to  the  Ribbon  system.  Now  they  be- 
came Rockites.  They  are  the  same  as  the  Shanabests,  and  different  other  bodies  under 
different  denominations  in  the  county,  who  endeavoured  to  procure  arise  of  wages,  to 
prevent  people  being  turned  out  of  their  holdings,  and  to  lower  rents.  They  are  now 
called  Whitefeet,'' 

Here  is  the  ancestry  of  the  Whitefeet  clearly  traced.     This  witness 

adds : — 

"  They  are  people  of  the  poorest  description,  who  increase  their  numbers  by  terror. 
Many  are  compelled  to  join  them  by  force.   When  I  vay  force,  I  think  that  the  greatest 
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nttmber  comider  them  a  prsteetloa  to  theniielTM,  that  people^  IhMn  dntd,  wmj  U 
willing  to  take  their  holdingi,  or  put  them  out  of  them.  Many  think  they  hate  no 
other  protection.**  ''Do  you  think  the  oonrictioni  at  the  laet  Commimion  wiU 
cheek  them?"  «  It  may  do  It  pmrtiaUy;  hut  if  thep  e«nUimu0  wj'ering  under  httrd^ 
they  are  cerminly  very  treat    ■  IT^il^/WlMm  wiU  revive  t^gmn,* 


This  gentleman  is  a  better  casuist  than  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  \Vhtti 
woold  his  reply  be,  if  asked  the  probable  effect  of  their  plan  of  suppress. 
ing  Wbitefeeit  ?  When  asked.  What  were  the  hardships  under  whiok 
these  people  were  suffering?  his  answer  is,  "  High  rsnt,  want  of  employ- 
ment, low  wages^  and  tithe,  they  consider  the  greatest  of  their  hardships." 
Mr.  John  Bray  of  Mountrath,  rather  unwittingly,  bears  what  some  may 
consider  testimony  to  the  utilitff  of  the  Whitefeet  system. 


^  The  rate  of  wages,  he  said,  was  now  Mr.  It  was  now  a  iUlUnf  in  sunaur  Ibr 
cutting  tnr£  Formerly  aizpenoe  to  eightpcnce.  The  rise  [to  fair]  was  in  ooneeqaense 
of  the  Whiteieet  aaNciati^a*** 

Mr,  John  CahUty  a  surveyor  and  civil  engineer,  holding  land  near  Car. 
low,  on  being  asked  the  cause  of  the  disturbances  in  his  neighbourhood, 
stated  them  to 


^  The  throwing  800  oollien  out  of  employment,  and  the  ejectment  of  tenants  four 
'yean  before,  who  had  been  etroUing  about  the  place  ever  einoe ;  one  landlord  turned 
out  80  [families]  another  95 ;  another,  and  another,  eight  each,  in  all,  1,296  per- 
sons.  These  indinduals  became  wanderers  and  vagabonds,  and,  with  the  800  colliers, 
the  source  of  the  Whitefeet  association  that  prevailed  in  that  district  Witness  had 
the  names  of  the  ejected  persons,  and  was  able  to  trace  them.  On  one  estate  which  he 
regulated  for  a  neighbouring  gentleman,  a  great  many  old  people  wrrt  turned  off  that 
became  beggar$,  and  a  good  many  of  them  died  nf"  want.  The  old  people  in  general 
died.  I  can  state  to  the  Committee  the  number  that  died  to  my  own  knowledge 
When  they  are  ejected  they  are  generally  j>u<  in  by  the  agents  at  8d.  a-week,  and  left 
a  little  till  it  is  convenient  to  remove,  generally  in  a  quarter  of  a  year,  or  two  months, 
and  then  they  become  paupers.*' 

And  there  is  no  more  about  them ;  England  gets  its  share,  and 
Scotland  its  share  of  them  in  pauper  labourers,  under.working  our 
native  population,  and  rapidly  reducing  all  to  the  same  degraded  level. 
The  gibbet  and  the  transport-ship,  by  means  of  the  Whitefeet  bands,  get 
their  portion ;  and  happy  are  they  whom  famine  and  death  release  from 
such  fate. 

Mr,  John  Dillon  attributed  the  first  disturbances  in  the  centre  of 
Queen's  County,  in  1829,  to  a  gentleman  near  Maryborough  turning  off 
an  entire  Catholic  tenantry  to  take  in  Protestants. 

<<  They  were  cottiers  and  formers,  holding  from  five  to  twenty  acres.  Many  per- 
sous  joined  the  Whitefeet  from  an  idea  that  they  would  be  protected  from  ejectment 
by  thei^  landlorde.  The  cess  was  very  high,  and  the  farmers  were  obliged  to  club  to 
defend  themselves  from  excessive  presentments.  The  wages  were  lOd.  in  summer, 
and  8d.  in  winter,  not  too  low  if  employment  were  constant.  Thinlcs  half  the  year 
must  be  unoccupied,  taking  all  the  members  of  a  family  together.*' 

Among  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  Committee  were  Dr.  Doyle — to 
whose  testimony  we  shall  afterwards  advert — and  several  Catholic  Clergy- 
men ; — ^they  all  speak  of  the  extreme  misery  of  the  people.  The  Rev. 
Nicolas  O'Connor  entered  his  parish  of  Maryborough  in  1816. 

'*  Since  then  there  had  been  three  fomines.  The  people  lived  on  the  yellow  weeds 
that  grew  among  the  com ;  their  colour  changed  to  yellow.  Whpnadmiuisteiing  the 
last  sacrament  to  the  dying,  he  had  been  obliged  to  pick  the  straws  they  lay  on  from 
their  skins.  It  is  not  so  bad  at  all  times,  but  they  are  very  naked  at  ail  times  ; 
having  little  or  no  bed  covering  except  the  clothes  they  wear  in  the  day  ;  very  often 
on  their  death-beds  they  have  nothing  but  water  and  potatoes.  Food  was  cheap  at 
present,  but  wages  very  low ;  fourpence  a-day  with  diet,  or  sixpence  without ;  and 
this  to  suppoit  a  large  family.** 
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To  the  benevolence  of  one  Irish  landlord,  we  rejoice  to  find  this  der^ 
gyman  bear  witness.    He  says^ 

<<  If  WB  had  werj  landloid  in  Ireland  like  Lord  MarylKutiiigli,  we  should  have  no 
Whitefeet.  He  has  a  number  of  widows,  to  eadi  of  whom  he  gi^rta  a  house  and  an 
acre  of  grosmd ;  there  was  an  estate  of  his  out  of  leasey  and  the  people  wrate  to  him, 
entreatin^r  not  to  be  dispossessed,  and  he  informed  his  agent  that  it  was  his. wish  that 
the  poorest  maa  upon  his  estate,  so  ^  as  in  his  power,  should  be  as  happy  as  tlie 
rich ;  and  the  people  were  rery  grateful.  Th^  wished  an  address  to  be  sent  him,  and 
they  requested  ma  to  present  it.* 

This  witness  stated  that  the  first  Whitefeet  combination  of  which  he 
knew^  was  formed  by  tenants  ejected  by  Major  Cassan  for  not  sending 
children  to  his  Kildare-Street  School.  These  persons^  and  others  ejected 
from  Mr.  Cosbie^s  estates^  became  violent  Whitefeet.  The  bnmings  be- 
gan on  Major  Cassan's  eetate  after  this^  in  1689..  This  witness's  <^i- 
nion,  in  favour  of  a  legal  provision  for  the  poor,  is^  that  of  all  the  Catholic 
clergy.  In  a  letter  which  he  read  jto  .the  Q0inmitte.ej  r^^ently  written  by 
him  to  a  Dublin  editor^  he  states : 

<<  Though  the  Special  Commissions  may  be  rigorously  executed,  though  Dr«  Doyle*s 
address  to  the  Whitefeet  in  Maryborough,  and  rabsequent  letter,  and  the  incessant  ex- 
hortations of  the  clergy,  do  much  to  tranquillize  the  country,  iu  eotnplete  restwraiifm 
to  order  unll  never  he  attained  without  tome  legal  protieion  for  the  poor.  While  the  in* 
4ustrious  tenantry  can  be  ejected  with  impunity,  and  sent  abroad  to  perish  in  the  snow, 
while  others  are  in  daily  apprehension  of  a  similar  fate,  there  will  always  be  inflamma- 
tory matter  ready  to  ignite.  While  war  prices  are  exacted,  and  low  wages  given  to 
labourers,  and  the  destitute  left  to  fomisb,  there  can  be  no  peonanent  peace.** 

We  cannot  follow  the  arguments  used  by  this  gentleman  in  his  evi- 
dence in  behalf  of  a  poor  law  fur  Ireland.  He  says^  as  we  before  no- 
ticed^ that  these  are  the  sentiments  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  without  excep^ 
ition.  It  is  more  than  ever  to  be  regretted,  that  the  chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  couples  his  coercive  bill  with  a  declaration  against  poor 
laws,  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  attend  this  committee,  of  which 
4>ne  would  have  conceived  him  the  most  anxiously  interested  member. 
Had  he  listened  to  the  few  following  words  of  this  clergyman,  they  would 
have  given  him  more  information  on  the  real  state  of  Ireland  than  all 
•the  anonymous  letters  he  has  received. 

'<  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  turning  out  ten  or  twenty  ftmilics  from  an  es- 
tate, which  reduces  men  to  a  state  of  .complete  distress,  and  the  effect  of  which-  is  to 
make  the  whole  body  become  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and  vagabonds;  and  that  those 
men  who  ultimately  join,  are  induced  to  join  from  the  solicitation  of  those  people  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  distress  ?**  '*  I  am  very  sure  there  is  nothing  that  they  would  not 
sooner  forgive  than  the  turning  them  out  of  their  farms;  every  etring  of  their  heartt 
is  tufined  round  every  twig  upon  them  ;  and  I  never  found  any  thing  so  difficult  as  to 
^induce  them  to  forgive  people  who  took  their  lands ;  not  so  much  those  who  turned 
them  out,  because,  if  no  one  would  take  such  land,  no  one  would  be  turned  out  It 
is  impossible  to  induce  the  people  to  forgive  turning  them  out  of  the  place  where  their 
iather  and  grandfather  lived.**  <<  Do  you  tMnk  that  the  people  of  Ireland  look  to  a 
Reformed  Parliament  to  do  them  justice  ?**  ^  Yes,  all  the  enlightened  part  of  the  people 
do ;  but  the  very  poor  people  do  not  look  to  the  Government  or  the  Parliament  at  all ; 
or  to  any  means  except  what  nature  has  given  them  to  prevent  their  being  turned 
out.  They  abandon  their  clergy  ;  and  we  can  have  no  influence  over  them.  They  care 
not  if  they  are  taken  and  hanged  for  those  desperate  acts  committed  in  a  state  of  ra- 
venge;  death  would  be  a  relief  to  them,  they  care  nothing  for  life.*** 

This  witness  was  asked  if  he  believed  the  farmers  would  be  ready  to 
enter  into  an  association  to  put  down  Whitefeet  combinations,  supposing 
such  combinations  resisted  tithes.     The  answer  is  remarkable,  but  not 
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more  so  thiin  that  of  uearly  every  witness  on  this  point, — That  tithes  are 
at  an  end  in  Ireland — that  tithe  can  never  again  he  collected  in  any  forni« 

<^  I  am  very  nire,"  he  declares,  <*  that  they  would  never  form  themselvei  into  an 
aBsociation  if  they  were  to  be  made  uae  of  as  iiutnimcnts  to  collect  tithes ;  hcnoe»  iti 
the  county  of  Carlow,  in  the  oath  of  the  special  constables,  they  have  exempted  tithes 
and  church  cess ;  they  have  taken  an  oath  to  obey  the  magistrates  in  every  thing  else^** 

And  no  wonder  tUey  claim  such  exemption,  or  that  extraordinary 

means  must  he  employed  to  collect  tithe,  if  the  following  be  a  fair  spe- 

cimen  of  the  severity  with  which  so  iniquitous  an  imposition  is  exacted. 

«  I  have  known,**  says  this  witness,  **  potatoes  to  be  uld  out  of  the  house  of  poor 
people ;  and  1  have  known  the  pot  to  be  sold,  and  a  man  left  two  yeare  and  a  half 
without  on^  being  obliged  to  borrow  a  pot  to  boil  his  potatoes :  I  have  known  blan- 
kets taken  off  the  beds  of  children ;  1  have  known  the  widow*s  pig  Uken  away ;  and 
I  have  known  an  aged  widow  taken  out  of  a  sick-bed,  and  laid  on  the  ground^  and 
the  clothes,  and  the  bed,  and  her  daughter's  clothes,  sold  for  tithes.  1  have  known 
that  in  the  tuwn  of  Maryborough.** 

Whether  the  government  were  sincere  or  not,  in  intending  the  abo- 
lition of  tithes,  the  Irish  people,  last  year,  confidingly  and  rejoicingly 
trusted  to  their  entire  abolition ;  to  their  disappointment  may  be  traced 
much  of  the  late  excitement.  Mr.  O'Connor  was  interrogated  on  this 
subject,  and  his  answer  was,  that, 

^  Persons  of  all  classes,  without  distinction,  resisted ;  Protestants  had  presided  at 
anti-tithe  meetings.     By  the  words  used  in  the  Report  of  the  House  of  Commons,  • 
'  extinction  of  tithe,*  the  impression  on  the  Irish  people,  so  far  as  witness  could  learn, 
was,  that  tithes  were  done  away  entirely.     They  were  afterwards  disappointed,  when 
they  heard  these  words  explain«l  in  a  different  sense.*' 

The  opinions  and  suggestions  of  this  witness  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
consideration.  Called  by  the  duties  of  his  sacred  office  to  spend  his  life 
among  the  poor,  he  is  intimately  acquainted  with  their  extreme  distress, 
their  most  pressing  wants,  their  moral  and  physical  condition,  and  the 
best  modes  of  remedying  those  evils,  which  must  be  corrected  before 
Ireland  can  enjoy  peace,  though  an  army  of  a  million,  and  the  laws  of 
Draco,  were  in  force  in  that  disturbed  land.  He  suggests  that  an  armed 
voluntary  association,  a  National  Guard  in  fact,  allowed  to  choose  their 
own  officers,  should  co.operate  with  the  magistrates  and  the  priests,  to 
restore  good  order.     Next  he  states : 

**  I  think  a  poor  law  would  vastly  raise  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  would 
make  them  more  comfortable.*' 

And  he  recommends  Parochial  Committees  to  suppress  vagrant  mendi- 
city,  and  promote  good  morals  and  industrious  habits  among  the  ne- 
glected children  of  the  poor.  Such  committees,  he  thinks,  could  be  got 
in  most  parishes  of  Leinster. 

The  immense  aid  which  the  Catholic  clergy  have  contributed  towards 
allaying  discontent  and  repressing  crime  among  the  poor,  is  now  begin- 
ning to  be  appreciated.  While  it  was  employed  in  preserving  order,  or 
even  in  exciting  a  little  '  wholesome  agitation,'  useful  to  the  New 
Government,  it  was  all  very  well  to  the  Whigs;  hut  influence  exerted  in 
defeating,  by  every  lawful  means,  tithe  exactions,  is  a  different  consi- 
deration. Put  upon  his  defence,  this  benevolent  Catholic  priest  makes  a 
modest  statement,  which  may  dye  with  shame  many  a  pluralist  of  the 
sinecure  church. 

**  With  respect  to  this  poorer  description  of  people  you  spoke  of  just  now,  do  the 
Hanaii  Catholic  priests  receive  from  them  any  dues  ?**  **  From  those  very  poor  people 
they  would  not  accept  it ;  but,  imfortunately,  such  is  the  state  of  the  country,  we  are 
oWiged  to  be  supported  by  the  poor ;  but,  whatever  we  get  beyond  a  very  moderate 
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maintenance,  we  consider  ourselves  bound  to  distribute  for  the  good  of  the  people*  1 
hare  done  it  myself,  and  I  hope  I  shall  continue  to  do  it  I  require  a  very  moderate 
support,  and  I  have  always  expended  any  thing  beyond  that,  in  feeding  and  clothing 
the  poor.  It  is  very  odious  to  speak  so  much  of  ones^s  self;  but  I  consider,  from  the 
line  of  examination  that  has  latterly  been  pursued,  that  I  am  put  on  my  defence. 
No  clergyman  can  refuse  his  ministry  for  w&nt  of  money.  We  are  often  obliged  to 
give,  instead  of  receiving.  We  encourage  them  (the  very  poor)  not  to  be  abashed,  or 
to  stay  away ; — that  is  our  language ;  but  they  know  it  so  well,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  state  it.** 

We  close  the  evidence  of  this  witness  with  an  emphatic  sentence : 

*<  The  poor  of  Ireland  will  always  be  unhappy,  while  they  see  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  the  English  people,  and  contrast  it  with  their  own  misery  and  desti- 
tution.** 

• 

In  concert  with  the  other  Catholic  clergy  of  the  district  of  Mary^ 
borough,  this  gentleman,  shortly  after  the  publication  of  Dr.  Doyle's 
celebrated  pastoral  letter,  did,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Doyle,  who 
is  their  Bishop,  communicate  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county. 
Lord  de  Vesci,  their  scheme  of  suppressing  the  Whitefeet  insurrection, 
by  "  a  protecting  society,  formed  of  all  good  men,  of  every  class  and 
creed,  without  distinction,"  without  either  Orange  Yeomanry,  or  Courts- 
Martial.  The  application  was  not  satisfactorily  attended  to :  A  coercion 
hill  is  the  better  remedy.  Yet  the  same  witnesses  who  threw  cold  water 
*  upon  this  plan  of  a  general  association,  bear  the  strongest  testimony  to 
the  excellent  and  Christian-like  conduct  of  the  priests ;  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Major  General  Crawford,  who  figured  in  the  year  1798,  and  re- 
mains to  this  day  in  mind — first  cousin  to  Sir  Harcourt  Lees.  Colonel 
Sir  John  Harvey,  Inspector-General  of  the  police  of  the  province  of  Lein- 
ster,  speaking  of  the  notorious  affair  of  Castle  comer,  was  asked, 

^  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  priests  excited  the  people,  or  encouraged  them  in 
going  through  the  town  ?**  *'  As  far  as  my  observation  extended,  I  have  stated  quite 
the  reverse.  They  gave  us  every  assistance  in  repressing  tumult.  We  made  thcni 
the  oigans  of  communicating  with  the  people.** 

This  testimony  is  corroborated  in  very  many  instances ;  but  the  part 
acted  by  the  Catholic  clergy  is  evidence  enough  of  itself.  Witli  an 
avowed  hostility  to  tithes^  church  cess,  and  every  impost  levied  to  sup- 
port the  established  clergy,  they  have  made  the  most  strenuous  efforts 
to  maintain  good  order,  to  teach  submission  to  the  laws,  and  to  restrain 
crime.  The  effect  of  Dr.  Doyle's  pastorals  and  addresses  alone,  were 
very  great ;  and  he  was  zealously  seconded  by  all  his  clergy,  and  gener- 
ally by  every  Catholic  priest  and  curate  in  the  disturbed  districts.  Of 
these  addresses  we  would  fain  transcribe  entire  Dr.  Doyle's  pastoral 
letter  ^*  To  the  deluded  persons  illegally  combining  under  the  unmeaning 
appellations  of  Blackfeet  and  Whitefeet  ;**  but  must  limit  our  extract  to 
what  he  admits  to  be  the  true  condition  of  the  miserable  people  with 
whom  he  afPectionately  remonstrates,  and  whose  crimes  he  denounces, 
and  to  whom,  as  their  friend  and  spiritual  guide,  he  deals  out  powerful 
warnings,  stern  reproof,  and  anxious  exhortation. 

^'  I  had,*'  he  says,  '^  abstained  hitherto  from  addressing  you,  in  the  hope, — alas  ! 
I  most  add,  in  the  vain  hope, — that  your  own  reason,  instnicted  by  experience,  would 
prevail  over  your  passions,  or  that,  wearied  on  the  way  of  iniquity,  you  woiUd  seek 
repose,  confessing,  as  every  tongue  in  earth  and  in  hell  must  confess,  '  that  there  is 
no  rest  or  peace  for  the  wicked.*  I  was  withheld  from  addressing  you  by  the  hope, 
which  I  have  long  cherished,  and  which  I  shall  cherish,  of  seeing  your  condition  im- 
proved, and  the  causes,  as  well  as  the  pretences,  of  your  criminal  combinations  re- 
moved. I  hoped  to  hear  of  your  real  grievances  being  candidly  considered  by  the  Le- 
gislature ;  of  a  provision  being  made  by  law  for  the  poor  and  destitute  of  you ;  of  means. 
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•f  employ  uiet  taiif  IbiaiiiHii  l»  fM»  cipaaaBy  to  tack  of  yoa  m  were  cnidly  ejert* 
ed  from  your  holdinfs :  I  hoped  mJt  tU%  sad  UMI  ■•  tatm  or  woman  oenld  reproocli 
mb,  when  exhorCinf  yon  to  peMe,  hy  thinkfaif  within  themeelrei,  or  eayin;  to  me  in 
worda»  ^  Do  yon  wkh  m  to  tit  down  and  die  of  hunfer  ?  Do  you  tell  us  from  the 
Gospel,  which  the  Lord  has  commissioned  you  to  preach,  that  a  man  is  obliged  to 
starve  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  or  that  any  law  can  be  justified  which  banishes^  as  a 
malefactor,  or  han^  as  a  felon,  a  man  able  and  willing  to  work,  but  who,  unable  by 
any  lawful  means  to  presenre  himself  and  his  children  from  starvation,  employs  such 
means  as  occur  to  him  to  supply  himself  with  food  ?  In  England,  where  the  law 
proclaims  that  no  man  shall  want  a  sufficiency  of  food,  where  rrery  honest  man,  If 
disabled  or  unemplo}'cd,  is  invested  by  the  law  with  the  right  to  support  for  himself 
and  his  children ;  if  in  England,  where  the  law  of  self-preservation,  *  the  first  law  of 
nature^*  is  upheld  and  enforced  by  the  law  of  the  State;  if  in  England,  where  the 
poor  are  so  justly  protected,  men  combined  to  violate  the  rights  of  property,  let  them 
be  reproached  as  wicked,  and  punished  as  criminals;  but  until  in  Ireland  the  first  law 
of  nature  is  recognixed;  until  in  Ireland  the  law  proclaims,  as  it  does  in  Eufland, 
that  no  man,  woman  or  child,  shall  perish  of  want,  do  not  endeavour  to  persuade  us 
that  our  duties  and  obligations  are  the  same  as  the  duties  and  oblig^ations  of  those 
whom  the  laws  of  England,  which  should  also  be  our  laws,  cherish  and  protect.  Show 
to  us,  that  if  we  be  patient  and  submissive  we  will  not  be  banished  from  our  homes; 
that  our  wages  will  not  be  diminished  till  even  roots  and  water  fail  our  children  ; 
that  in  disease  and  hunger  we  will  not  be  left,  as  heretofore,  to  perish  ;  in  fine,  show 
to  us  that  all  our  sufferings  will  not  he  aggravated  ;  show  to  us  that  all  those  things 
will  not  happen,  and  we  will  freely  and  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  your  advice.  You  speak 
to  us  of  the  punishment  which  awaits  us;  what  punishment  can  be  greater  than  to 
die  of  hunger?  You  remind  us  of  the  affiiction  we  bring  upon  our  families;  what 
affliction  can  surpass  that  of  the  mother  and  children,  driven,  in  a  state  of  utter  desti- 
tution, from  the  fireside  and  threshold  of  their  homes,  to  wander,  friendless  and  hope- 
less, through  a  world  that  rejects  them,  till  hunger  and  disease  strike  them  to  the 
earth,  and  death  comes  to  absolve  them  from  their  sufferings.  Go !  tell  the  hustend^ 
the  brother,  the  fiither,  who  has  witnessed  this  scene,  that  he  is  a  criminal  if  he  revolt 
against  such  an  order  of  things,  and  he  will  reply  :  *  You  are  not  a  minister  of  Christ, 
but  of  Moloch  ;  for  it  is  by  Moloch,  and  not  by  the  God  of  the  Christians,  that  such 
bloody  sacrifices  are  required/  ** 

Dr.  Doyle's  eloquent^  energetic,  and  unsparing  expostulation,  goe» 

farther  than  either  the  anonyroous-information  statements  of  Stanlefy 

or  the  plausible  gener^ities  of  Sir  Robert  Peel.     Having  pictured  the 

sufferings  of  the  people,  he  proceeds : — 

^  But  let  me  remind  you  that  revenge  is  forbidden.  The  Lord  saith,  <  Revenge  is 
mine :  I  will  repay.*  God  alone,  or  those  who  hold  power  from  him,  can  alone  exe- 
cute justice.  Revenge  is  totally  forbidden  to  man  ;  it  is  reserved  exclusirely  to  God. 
But  if  you  cannot  avenge  injuries,  neither  can  you  redress  wrongs,  unless  by  such 
means  as  reason  sanctions,  and  the  law  permits.  But  is  it  lawful,  or  it  is  reasonable, 
that  you,  or  a  banditti  composed  of  such  as  you,  should  sit  in  judgment  and  execute 
your  decrees  against  any  person,  whether  that  person  be  innocent  or  guilty  ?  Where 
is  your  authority  for  doing  so  ?  By  what  rule  is  punishment  to  be  proportioned  to  the 
offence?  Who  will  try  the  merits  of  the  case  in  the  absence  of  the  accused  ?  And 
how,  or  by  whom,  is  the  sentence  to  be  carried  into  effect  ?  Such  proceedings  as  yoir 
adopt  are  an  outrage  upon  common  sense,  and  a  manifest  violation  of  the  laws  of 
God  and  of  society.  There  may  be,  and  there  always  will  be,  oppression  and  injus- 
tice in  the  world  ;  but  of  all  the  oppression  and  injustice  which  ever  afflicted  mankind, 
there  are  none  so  flagrant  as  the  oppression  and  injustice  committed  by  bodies  of  men 
illegally  combined !  Look  to  your  own  deeds !  What  have  you  done  ?  Cowardly, 
base,  wicked,  ungrateful  men,  what  have  you  done  ?  You  have  commenced  by  an 
unlawful  and  impious  oath,  in  which  you  called  the  God  of  Holiness  to  witness  your 
crime ;  you  enlarged  your  combination  by  foree  and  violence ;  you  confirmed  it  by 
drunkenness  and  violations  of  the  Lord's  day.  As  you  advanced  you  made  war,  like 
the  savage  of  the  desert,  upon  your  next  neighbour,  if  not  of  your  own  tribe.  You 
polluted  the  fair  and  market-place  by  savage  warfare ;  or,  like  Cain,  you  went  into 
the  field  to  spill  the  blood  of  your  defenceless  and  unsuspecting  brother.  You  plun- 
dered the  house  where  you  could  meet  with  no  resistance  ;  you  fled  fh>m  him  whom 
you  most  feared  and  hated ;  you  wreaked  your  vengeance  on  the  industrious  man 
who  supplied  you  with,  bread*  and  fed  the  poor  out  of  his  substance;  and  if  yon 
found  a  man  straying^  in  the  fields,  of*  travelling  on  the  highway  unarmed  and  de- 
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Ub  dU  7«a  ■asiur  or  aamlMrtft  Thai  we  year  denh;  tbi»irtfcfti«» 
of  yowr  eiim%  which  will  one  day  be  tried  hy  the  Judge  of  earth  and  heavm. 
And  what  can  you  Bay  in  your  defence  7  You  will  say,  foraooth  1  that  you  were 
employed  in  redressingf  wrongs,  in  affording  protection  to  the  oppressed*  But  yon 
will  be  taught  how  that  office  will  belong  to  you ;  that  evil  could  not  be  done,  though 
good  should  come  from  it ;  that  your  whole  combination  was  a  tissue  of  iniquity, 
and  that  all  your  deeds  yrttt  crimes.** . 

Dr.  Doyle's  opinion  in  support  of  thiB  oiiiB  and  only  remedy  for  Irish 
distress, — a  legal  provision  for  the  poor — outweighs  all  that  has  been 
urged  against  it. 

Rack>renta,  ejection  fh>m  lands  or  houses,  as  well  as  employment,  are  thtngi  which 
laws  cannot  easily  control.  There  is  but  one  legal  remedy  for  those  evils ;  let  no 
man  deceive  you ;  there  is  but  one  I'emedy  for  them,  and  that  remedy  is,  a  legal  provi- 
sion for  the  poor.  This  is  a  trtith  as  certain  as  the  rising  of  to-morrow*8  sun.  Let 
every  man,  therefore,  who  wishes  that  a  competition  for  land  should  cease ;  let  every 
man  who  desires  to  see  the  poor  exempted  from  famine  and  disease,  who  desirecr  td 
see  the  widow  clothed,  the  orphan  fed,  and  the  stranger  taken  in  ;^let  every  man  who 
is  sincerely  anxious  that  the  law  of  Nature  be  not  Violated,  and  the  law  of  Christ  ful- 
filled, petition  Parliament  to  enact  a  legal  provision  for  our  poor. 

<'  Let  every  man  who  is  sincere  in  his  professions  of  desiring  to  see  the  income  de- 
rived from  the  soil  of  Ireland  expended  within  the  country  in  the  improvement  of  that 
soil,  and  in  the  employment  of  a  people  to  be  supported  as  labourers,  that  they  may 
not  be  paupers ;  let  every  snph  man  lay  aside  his  doubts  or  fears,  or  schraaes  of  per- 
sonal profit  to  be  realized  from  thd  life-blood  of  his  fellow-countrymen ;  let  every  such 
person  petition  Parliament  for  a  legal  provision  for  our  poor. 

«Then,  as  to  tithes,  employ  against  this  devouring  impost  all  the  resources  of  your 
wit  and  talent,  with  all  the  means  which  the  law  allows.  But  in  your  opposition  to 
this  pest  of  agriculture  and  bane  of  religion,  keep  always  before  your  eyes  a  salutary 
diS?ad  of  those  statutes  which  guard  the  tithe.  Let  no  violence,  or  combination  to  in« 
spire  dread,  be  ever  found  in  your  proceedings.  Justice  has  no  need  of  such  allies.  In 
these  countries,  if  you  only  obey  the  law  and  rererence  the  constitution,  they  both 
will  fiimish  you  with  ample  means  whereby  to  overthrow  all  oppression,  and  will 
secure  to  you  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  social  right.** 

The  Examiner  in  its  peculiar  style,  compact  and  pointed,  lately  said 
that  Mr.  Stanley,  "  Secretary  at  war  with  Ireland,"  had  brought  in  a 
Bill  ''  to  enable  the  parsons  to  live  like  gentlemen."  This  fact  in  sub- 
stance has  been  repeated  a  thousand  times.  Lord  Roden,  an  Irish  Tory 
Peer  of  the  most  rampant  description,  states  in  Parliament^  that  he 
'*  supported  the  Earl  Grey's  Irish  Bill,  because  that  bill  was  necessary 
to  the  support  of  the  Established  Church."    Here  is  an  honest  man.- 

See  what  the  Parsons  themselves  think  of  the  matter.  In  their  woful 
epistolary  lamentations,  which  fill  so  much  of  the  bulky  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Peers'  Committee  on  Tithes  in  Ireland,  Doctor  Hans 
Hamilton  says,  in  November  1831 : — 

^  You  may  assure  his  Excellency  (the  Lord-Lieutenant)  that  the  people  conceive 
the  Government  on  their  side !  and  do  not  intend  to  support  the  claims  of  the  clergy, 
J f  tome  demonstration  is  not  speedily  made,  the  laws  trill  not  be  strong  enough  to 
put  down  the  illegal  combination  against  the  payment  of  Tithes,  It  must  end  in 
the  complete  spoliation  of  the  clergy.** 

This  reverend  person  encloses  the  following  notice  of  an  anti-tithe  meet- 
ing, called  in  consequence  of  the  prosecutions  he  had  raised  against  his 
parishioners : — 

Tithes  !  I !  now  or  never  I 

«The  tithe  payers  of  the  tmion  of  Knocktopher  are  requested  to  meet  at  Ballyhall, 
on  Monday,  the  7th  November  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  most  effectual 
and  legal  means  of  defending  themselves  against  the  last  efforts,  and  only  forlorn 
hope  of  the  rapacious  proctor,  and  parson.**    - 

In  the  envelope  of  this  pithy  document  the  parson  says  :-— 

*'  I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  parishes,  which  now  set  the  law  at  defiance,  were 
proohifned,  and  troops  sent  into  Me  country,  the  tithes  would  be  instantly  paid,  **    * 
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Bohold  Doctor  Hans  Ilaniilton  your  wi^li  on  the  ptiiiit  of  nn'omplisli. 
ment :  Mr.  Stanley  has  dune  it ! 

'<  But  if  the  Government  rontiuue  to  act  in  mich  %  manner  as  leaiU  the  people  to 
think  they  will  not  aid  the  cleri^y,  evil  (resistance  to  tithen,  to  wit)  will  upread  in 
such  a  manner  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  check  it.** 

We  hope  this  reverend  gentleman  is  now  Hatisfied  with  i^dvernment. 
Parishes  uiill  be  proclaimed  ;  troops  vill  be  sent  into  the  country  ;  unless 
the  good  genius  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  tlie  foresight  and  public 
spirit  of  the  British  people,  say  No  !  The  complaints  of  wmie  of  tlie 
hitherto  well  paid  clergy  might  break  the  heart  of  a  stone  ;  so  pathetir 
arc  they  on  the  score  of  tithe  refused  by  their  poor  Cntholic  nnd  also  Pro- 
testant parishioners.  The  Dean  of  ('ashel  could  n>t  got  one  farthing ; 
and  the  following  notice  was  served  on  his  agent  in  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary.  It  is  expressed  in  nearly  the  same  terms  whirh  a  similar  inti- 
mation  to  the  curate  might  have  taken  in  the  days  of  the  Laird  of  Lag, 
Claverhouse,  and  Mause  Headrigg  :  not  quite  perfect  in  its  grammar, 
but  perfectly  intelligible  in  its  sense  : — 

<<  Philip  of  Noan,  take  notice,  that  is  considerinir  snfllicient  business  for  you  to 
collect  the  tax-cess,  in  deplorable  times,  from  the  poor,  and  not  become  a  collector  of 
tithes  for  a  church,  who,  for  centuries  past,  oppressed  tho  pi'ople  with  that  tyrannical 
yoke  of  misery  and  slavery  which  they  have  no  share  to.  Suspend  and  reje^'t  the 
t«rm  of  ill  fame,  or  any  illegal  proceedings  in  future  ag.iinst  the  parishes  of  Clerapau 
and  Newchapel,  as  they  have  no  payments  to  make  in  future.  Rest  astcured,  if  you 
strive  to  usurp  or  oppress  that  yoke  of  bondage  against  the  people,  you  will  be  dealt 
with  accordingly;  and  mark  the  conse^iuenre.  N.B — Will  it  he  the  cn«e  of  Cnstje 
Pollard  or  Newton  Barry  ?     Oh,  no  !  no !  against  miserable  peoj)Ie.'* 

Writing  in  the  metropolis  of  Scotland,  where  a  systematic  passive  re- 
sistance to  a  clerical  impost,  not  half  so  bad  as  titlie,  and  ]>aid  to  our 
own  clergy,  has  been  maintained  for  years,  and  will  be,  till  the  people  of 
Edinburgh  are  either  proclaimed,  or  relieved  by  law,  we  need  not  pursue 
the  ramifications  of  the  determined  opposition  to  the  fiir  more  grievous 
oppression  of  tithe  in  Ireland,  nor  yet  say  how  heartily  the  Soot  oh  have 
all  along  wished  success  to  the  legal  peaceful  opposition  recommended 
by  "  Dr.  Doyle  and  his  myrmidons,"  and  to  the  emancipation  of  Ireland 
from  the  galling  burden  of  a  sinecure  State  Church. 

A'  letter  from  Dean  Dawson,  who,  having  distrained  cattle  at  C'astle- 
comer  for  his  tithe-rent,  modestly  solicited  troops  to  convey  them  to 
Dublin  for  sale,  and  barracks  to  lodge  them  in  on  the  road,  as  no  man 
would  or  couldj  buy  them  at  home,  (any  more  than  here  a  bed  poinded 
for  Annuity  at  Edinburgh  Cross,)  throws  shame  upon  his  Majesty's 
Grovernment,  for  the  paltry  way  in  which  the  law  of  property  (tithes) 
had  been  supported.  In  September  he  called  out  in  the  very  language 
adopted  by  the  ministerialists,  now  that  the  convenient  season  has  come, 
'^  It  is  impossible  that  the  country  must  not  be  getting  worse  and  worse, 
while  no  remedy  is  applied,  until  we  are  plunged  into  the  horrors  of 
civil  war.  Support  me  with  troops^  and  an  independent  magistrate,  and 
I  will  proceed."  Merciful  Dean  Dawson  will  now  find  his  wish  exceed, 
ed,  there  will  be  proceedings  without  the  drawback  of  magistrates. 

We  have  said  that  there  is  little  evidence,  in  this  voluminous  Report, 
to  shew  that  Juries  are  intimidated.  At  the  late  assizes  in  Ireland, 
Jurymen  came  forward  in  as  great  numbers  as  on  any  quiet  English 
Circuit;  and  convictions  were  obtained  to  the  heart's  content  of  the 
most  vindictive  prosecutors.  There  is,  however,  abundant  evidence  of 
the  manner  in  which  Juries  are  packed,  and  of  the  causes  which  have 
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diminislied  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  laws.    Mr.  Dillon  wu 

asked^ 

<«  Do  you  think  the  dinatisfiiction  (at  the  CtfiniiiiBsioii)  arose  from  the  conduct  of 
the  officer  in  putting  Protestants  upon  tl|ie  jury  ?**    «  Ves ;  Protestants  ezdualFely.^ 

Mr,  John  Bing  was  interrogated  in  relation  to  the  juries  at  Mary- 
borough. 

.  ^  Was  there  an  unfair  panel?**  ^  I  will  state  the  circumstances  as  they  happened 
I  was  in  attendance  eight  or  nine  days,  as  a  juror.  No  Catholic  came  to  the  book 
that  was  called  that  was  not  set  aside  by  the  Crown  Solicitor,  acting  by  the  directiouB» 
dr  under  the  instructions  of  the  police  constable.     He  was  instructing  the  Crown  So- 

Ucitor." 

« 

Of  another  jury  at  this  assize^  he  says  : 

*<  When  Mr.  Wray,  the  King's  Counsel,  saw  that  eight  or  nine  of  the  jury  were  Ca- 
tholics, he  objected  to  the  jury.**  «  The  Chief  Justice  then  adjourned  the  Court ;  and 
on  the  next  day  he  came  into  court,  they  were  swearing  the  jury,  in  the  case  of  Rochfbrt, 
for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Gregory,  before  Mr.  Baron  Sm3^he,  and  he  would  not  diminish 
the  panel  before  they  were  satisfied  with  the  jury.  At  this  time  there  were  upwards 
of  sixty  set  aside  by  the  Crown,  and  the  prisoner  exhausted  his  right  of  challeage.  It 
was  three  o'clock  before  the  jury  was  completed.  Thus,  time  was  wasted,  and  somo 
prisoners  remained  oyer,  though  the  assiie  lasted  twelve  or  fourteen  days;  and  His  a 
fefiUngin  the  country  that  a  trial  by  Jury  was  not  had  at  Maryborough  ;  that  the 
people  were  not  tried  by  their  peers.  That  a  juiy  from  the  grand  panel  (a  party 
considered  distinct  fh>m  the  people)  were  sworn  to  try  offences  against  the  interests 
of  that  party." 

^  And  you  consider  that  the  police  constable  and  Crown  Solicitor  wero  the  partiel 
who  suggested  this.**  <'  Yes.  I  saw  the  police  constable  suggesting  it.**  <'  You  say 
that  Mr.  Tickell  objected  to  the  jury.**  <<  Yes.**  '<  Did  you  hear^him  say  anything  ?** 
<*  Only  the  objection — I  object  to  that  juror.** 

We  cannot  follow  the  details  of  evidence.    The  prisoner  was  about  to 

be  tried  by  a  jury  who  had  just  tried  other  prisokiers ;  a  new  trial  was 

called  on,  when  the  Crown  Solicitor  thought  fit  to  interfere. 

'<  The  jury  were  chiefly  Protestants,  but  that  was  not  the  chief  ground  of  the  peo- 
ple*s  distrust ;  they  (the  jury)  were  aristocrats,  as  they  called  themselves.** 

The  Rev.  John  Burke  stated,  that  the  people  had  no  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  petty  juries  who  tried  common  outrages ; 

*^  But  for  offences,  such  as  Ribbonism,  in  which  there  were  questions  between  the 
police  and  the  people^  such  aa  at  Castle  Pollard,  the  panel  of  the  jury  had  been 
invariably  so  constructed  as  that  Roman  Catholics  were  excluded  from  the  jury. 
Tills  had  been  noticed^.^t  had  made  a  strong  impression;  the  Police  shew  activity  in 
objecting  to  petty  jurors.  This  witness  thinks  the  distrust  in  the  administration  of 
justice  upon  the  increase ;  and  that,  with  other  causes,  it  has  tended  to  diaturbance.** 

The  following  case  will  shew  how  juries  are  packed  in  Ireland.  Some 
poor  tenants  on  the  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  had  fallen  into 
arrears,  in  a  bad  season,  twenty  years  ago.  They  imagined  their  arrears 
were  remitted ;  and  when  served  with  processes  by  the  Duke's  agent, 
at  Christmas  1831,  they,  in  true  Irish  style,  made  the  process-server  eat 
his  own  parchments.     The  witness  was  asked, — 

<<  Was  the  trial  about  the  Duke  of  Buckingham*8  agent  considered  a  party  trial  ?** 
^  I  do  not  know,  except  from  one  symptom.  I  saw  the  chief  of  Police  very  active  in 
preparing  a  jury  upon  th|e  trial  that  just  preceded  it ;  and  the  agent*s  case  was  called 
immediately  after ;  and,  from  the  careful  selection,  I  did  believe  that  the  jury  was 
selected  to  try  that  case.  Distrust  is  felt  on  what  aro  considered  party  trials,  where 
the  police  are  en  one  side  and  the  people  on  the  other,  and  also  where  the  Aristocracy 
are  in  opposition  to  the  people.  There  seems  to  be  some  anxiety  to  have  a  select  jury 
to  forward  the  ends  of  the  Aristocracy  against  the  people.** 

This  witness,  a  man  of  strong  and  warm  feelings,  who  lost  eleven  of 
his  parishioners  in  the  fatal  affray  at  Castle  Pollard,  states,  that  on  the 
trial  of  the  Police  for  this  lawful  killing,  (we  may  not  call  it  a  murder,  as 
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it  WM  found  not  murder,)  he  saw  the  chiefs  of  the  Pulice  for  the  neigh- 
houring  districts  suggesting  to  the  attorney  for  the  Policemen  to  object 
to  jurors. 

«  I  heard  him  aay,  <  No ;  damn  the  one  of  them  shall  be  on  it  ;*  that  is,  when  a 
Catholic  was  called.*' 

The  opinion  entertained  by  this  witness  of  the  irritating  interference  of 
the  police,  is  too  much  borne  out  by  other  evidence.  At  fairs,  so  far  as  Mr. 
Burke  had  seen  them,  when  not  guided  by  a  chief,  they  have  not  con- 
tributed to  allay  disturbances ;  the  general  character  of  the  police  is, 
that  they  are  violent  party  men,  some  of  them  Orangemen  ;  in  their  in- 
tercourse  with  the  people  they  were  accustomed  to  use  expressions  which 
shewed  a  hatred  of  the  Catholic  population ;  the  Catholics  think  it  use- 
less to  complain.     He  thought  the  police  an  unhappy  kind  of  force. 

<<  The  most  violent  men  of  party  feeling  are  generally  choeen  for  policemen.  I 
think  they  must  have  been  favourites  of  those  who  chose  them.  Some  of  them  were 
gate-keepers;  some  of  them  have  other  connexion  with  the  establishments  of  those 
gentlemen ;  taking  them  altogether ;  they  are  men  of  too  strong  party  feelings  to  be 
conservators  of  the  peace.** 

They  are  nearly  all  nominal  Protestants  and  really  good  Tories. 

*<  <  Have  you  heard  the  news  P*  said  one  of  them  to  a  parishioner  of  Mr.  Burke^s. 
<  No* — <  1  did ;  Lord  Grey  and  the  rest  qf  them  are  driven  to  the  devil ;  thaC*  the  n^iMu*** 

If  the  misery  of  the  people  could  ever  be  out  of  place  in  spemkiag  of 
Ireland,  we  would  here  omit  Mr.  Burke's  account  of  his  own  wretched 
parishioners,  the  tenants  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  What  we  select 
is  a  tolerably  complete  picture  of  the  agent  and  tenantry  of  an  absentee 
landlord  ;  of  the  ministerial  offices  of  the  priest^  and  the  despair  and  ir- 
ritation of  the  people. 

In  the  summer  of  1830,  before  the  new  potato  crop  was  ready,  there 
was  very  great  distress  among  his  Grace  of  Buckingham's  wretched 
tenantry.  They  applied  to  their  pastor  to  write  to  their  English  land- 
lord, imploring  temporary  relief. 

<<  They  were,**  he  says,  <<  living  upon  weeds  and  green  cabbage ;  it  was  a  state  of 
extreme  distress.  Many  of  them  came  to  my  door  every  morning  for  food.  Some- 
times 150.  A  friend,  who  keeps  house  for  me,  was  in  despair  of  rrlieviiifr  them.  I 
told  her  '  give  them  all,  the  people  will  not  let  me  want.*  To  the  last  atom  in  the 
house  they  should  get  it.** 

The  witness  was  here  asked,  if,  in  such  frightful  extremities^  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  tax  upon  the  land  to  relieve  the  people  ? 

*'  I  think,**  he  replied,  <<  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  in  the  case  o( dearth  and  faminey 
ouffht  not  to  suffer  the  people  to  perish.  If  it  were  tcell  regulated,  I  think  there 
might  to  be  permanent  relief;  for  there  are  always  cases  of  distress  :  there  ought  to 
be  a  provision  for  children  left  destitute.** 

Mr.  Burke  wrote  to  his  Grace,  and  was  answered,  that  directions  were 
given  to  the  agent  to  afford  relief  where  it  was  required.  But  five  or 
six  weeks  elapsed,  and  the  priest  wrote  again.  Whatever  noble  dukes 
or  their  agents  may  think  of  it,  hunger  is  impatient  and  clamorous.  No 
answer  came  from  the  Duke :  but  the  agent  intimated  that  no  distress  ex- 
isted requiring  relief,  and  none  would  be  given.  The  priest  expostulated, 
and  detailed  instances  of  the  existing  distress ;  but  to  no  purpose.  He 
afterwards  came  over  to  England  with  a  memorial  from  the  tenantrj', 
stating  their  poverty,  and  the  extraordinary  demands  for  old  arrears, 
with  which  they  were  unable  to  comply.  His  Grace  of  Buckingham 
declined  seeing  the  clergyman  who  had  come  over  from  Ireland  to  speak 
to  hira  of  his  miserable  tenantry  and  his  Irish  property  !  He  was  refused 
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an  interview.  But  the  poor  tenants  did  not  blame  the  Duke  fov  all  this^ 
they  blamed  the  agent.  This  witness  attended  political  meetings ;  he  was 
an  agitator,  and  gloried  in  it:  he  thought  that  his  order  did  not  deprive, 
him  of  the  right  of  citizenship ;  and  deemed  it  an  honour  to  lead  the 
people  to  all  good  objects.  Many  of  his  speeches  were  report ed^  and 
misreported,  by  Captain  Gordon  in  Parliament ;  quoted  in  Parliament 
by  Captain  Gordon^  and  misquoted ;  but  the  following  bold  letter  is 
acknowledged  to  be  correct.  It  throws  lurid  light  on  the  deep-seated 
discontents  that  rankle  and  corrode  the  heart  of  Ireland.  It  was  written- 
soon  after  the  ehooting  at  Castle  Pollard. 

«  To  George  Hatchell,  Esq.,  Dublin  Castle. 

«<  Martin's  Toum,  August  183K 
^  Sib, — I  baye  been  favoured  with  two  copies  of  your  census  of  the  population ;  I 
suppose  the  parish  priest  of  Newton  Barry*  received  one  or  two  more.  I  would  wish 
to  know  what  obligation  the  priests  of  Ireland  owe  either  to  you  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment, that  we  should  assist  your  travelling  servants,  or  look  over  your  work.  If 
you  want  clerical  baillfis,  call  on  those  whom  you  pay,  and  who  have  nothing  else  to 
do.  With  respect  to  you,  we  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  give  you  gratuitous 
services ;  no  more  thui  we  should  be  inclined  to  disgrace  ourselves  by  iieceiving  your 
pay.  You  want  the  census  of  my  parish.  All  the  information  I  can  afford  you  is, 
that  its  population  was  reduced,  in  the  last  shooting  day,  eleven  in  number ;  and 
that  we  have  laws  which  forbid  me  to  characterize  the  deed  as  it  deserves.  The 
Government,  which  is  supported  at  an  enormous  expense  for  the  purpose,  or  under 
the  pretence  (which  you  know  is  the  same  thing)  of  preserving  each  man^s  right 
inviolable,  calls  upon  me  to  help  to  number  the  rest  of  my  flock,  without  attending, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  to  those  eleven  whom  I  have  lost  Does  this  government 
think  I  could  so  soon  forget  them,  or  that  I  can  ever  foi^t  them,  or  that  from  my 
memory  c^n  be  effaced  the  impression  whicVtheir  pallid  countenances,  distorted  by  ez« 
ptring  agonies,  thdr  stiflSening  limbs,  their  bodies  smarting  with  the  tepid  current  that 
gushed  from  their  hearts,  has  stamped  on  my  mind.  Sir,  send  your  Orange  messen- 
gers and  enumerators  to  those  to  whom  they  are  welcome ;  but  let  them  not  be  an- 
noying my  little  place  with  their  unwelcome  presence.  1  am  too  much  affected  by 
the  loss  of  my  parishioners,  whom  I  regarded  more  than  I  do  you,  or  any  one  belong-r 
ing  to,  or  connected  with,  the  Irish  government,  to  turn  my  attention  to  this  display,*-* 

SiCl,    BC,    vtCm 

Mr^  Burke  makes  a  gentlemanly  apology  to  Mr.  Hatchell  as  aii  indi- 
vidual^  and  concludes  his  hiHorical  letter. 

This  undaunted  priest,  when  a  memher  of  the  Committee  suggested 
that  his  letter  had  been  written  under  excited  feelings^  replied,  "  I  feet 
the  same  still"  But  the  strongest  of  his  expressions^  those  wrung  forth^ 
like  the  above,  by  feelings  of  pity  and  indignation,  fall  short  of  what  we 
have  here  of  the  meek  and  merciful  clergymen  of  the  wealthy^  the  fa- 
voured the  established  Chnrch,  calling  upon  the  loyal  body  of  Orange 
yeomen ''  to  come  forward  !  and  after  a  shower  of  bloody  the  atmosphere 
would  be  cleared^  and  all  would  be  peaceful  again." 

Brief  and  disjointed  as  are  our  excerpts  from  this  voluminous  and  im.^ 
portant  Report,  they  clearly  shew  the  true  nature  and  the  deep-rooted 
causes  of  every  disturbance  that  has  entailed  crime  and  misery  on  Ireland 
for  sixty  years.  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  Church  establishment — in 
the  condition  of  the  peasantry,  living,  as  is  pretended,  under  the  British 
Constitution,  but  morally,  physically,  and  politically  as  degraded  as  the 
Russian  boor.  We  are  indebted  to  the  pages  of  the  Edinburgh  Reviev» 
(not  of  last  year)  for  Wakeiield'a  description  of  the  wretched  and 
abused  Irish.  The  Russian  boor  pays  his  obrok  to  his  lord,  and  goes 
where  he  will ;  or  by  his  personal  services,  pays  for  the  land  which  6up-> 
ports  his  family — his  coiuacre ;  and,  in  so  far,  is  '^  exactly  on  the  level 

*  Then  the  recent  scene  of  a  Police  massacre. 

B« 
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of  the  Irish  ilave*'    "  The  terms  I  have  used/'  continues  Wakefield,  (a 
High  Tory  and  Antujacohin  hy  the  way,)  **  may  offend  some  delicate  ears ; 
but  does  it  not  excite  the  bliAh  of  shame  in  the  cheek  of  an  Irishman, 
to  hear  that  the  internal  economy  of  Ireland,  in  respect  to  agriculture, 
is  very  little  different  from   that  of  the  most  despotic  government  in 
Europe."    ''  The  poor  Irish,  notwithstanding  their  ignorance,  are  aware 
of  the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed.    They  are  perfectly  acquaint, 
ed  with  the  nature  of  the  barrack  system,  and  the  military  government 
Which  is  employed  to  awe  them  into  subjection."    The  Irish  are  now 
equally  acute  in  penetrating  the  object  of  Earl  Grey's  Bill.    But  if  such 
be  the  causes,    what  are  the   remedies?    Those  pointed  out  in  this 
Parliamentary  Report,  and  by  a  host  of  intelligent  witnesses,   so  late 
as  August  last,   are   not  the  abolition  of  tithes,  for  every  one  de- 
clares this  is  done  already — that  tithes  are  at  an  end  in  Ireland; — ^then, 
certainly,  not  the  suspension  of  the  Constitution^not  domiciliary  visits 
— ^not  inilitary  tribunals  composed  of  the  brotherhood  of  Captain  Dun. 
das,  (now  Major  for  his  virtues,)  who  is  among  the  last  public  speoi. 
mens  we  have  of  British  military  morals  and  intelligence  in  Ireland. 
It  is,  however,  insulting  to  compare  British  officers  with  the  late  Cap. 
tain,  now  Major  Dundas.   There  is,  without  this  argument,  enough  in  the 
history  of  Ireland,  and  of  all  countries,  against  judges  in  scarlet  ;^-ever 
the  fittest,  when  they  are  the  most  unconscious  tools  of  despotism,  and 
the  most  strictly  honourable  in  their  own  nature.    So  far  from  recom- 
mending Military  Courts,  it  could  never  have  entered  into  the  mind  of 
any  witness  before,  or  member  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  that  in 
five  little  months,  with  no  new  cause  save  the  hue  and  cry  got  up  to  serve 
a  party  purpose,  the  Whigs  were  gravely  to  propose  the  introduction  of 
Military  Law,  and  all  its  accompaniments,  into  a  country  whose  griev- 
ances  they  were  pledged  to  redress,  whose  wounds  they  were  to  bind  up; 
and  which,  after  ages  of  misery,  arising,  as  they  have  always  said,  from 
misrule,  they  were  to  render  peaceful  and  contented. 

Let  us  now  inquire  on  what  Mr.  Stanley's  case  rests?  upon  what  does  be 
ground  a  measure,  the  merit  of  which,  according  to  its  friends,  and  the 
old  maxim,  ''  the  blacker  the  sinner  the  brighter  the  saint,"  is  its  extreme 
unconstitutional  violence.  The  late  outrages,  murders,  robberies,  &c. 
&c.,  admitting  the  utmost  stretch  given  them  by  Ministerial  pleading, 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel's  oratory  to  boot,  do  not  so  very  much  exceed  the 
ordinary  average  of  excesses  in  Ireland  in  the  dark  months,  when  the 
peasantry  are  unemployed  and  starving.  The  elections  account  for  some 
additional  violence ;  the  rigorous  laws  adverted  to,  in  the  seventh  num. 
her  of  this  Magazine,  passed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  account  for 
other  outrages,  severe  laws  ever  tending  to  create  the  crimes  they 
punish ;  but  the  resistance  to  the  collection  of  tithe  arrears,  excited  by 
the  delusive  expectations  raised  by  the  Government  declaration  respec- 
ting tithes,  has  spread  more  violence  and  crime  throughout  Ireland  last 
year,  than  all  other  temporary  causes  whatever ;  and  is,  of  itself,  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  black  catalogue  arrayed  by  Mr.  Stanley,  when  be  threw 
the  parliamentary  evidence  over-board,  and  tried  to  gull  the  British 
nation  with  anonymous  information.  Let  us  see  what  his  own  function, 
ary,  Mr.  Barrington,  a  man  of  admitted  intelligence,  says,  only  last 
summer,  in  answer  to  the  alarmists,  about  the  general  insecurity  of  life 
and  property  in  Ireland. 

«  The  Committee  are  to  undentand  that,  in  your  opinion,  they  (the  disturbances) 
are  simply  agrarian  F**    «  Certainly.**    «  Do  you  consider  that  in  Ireland  property 
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is  ai  aecnre  now,  as  it  was  some  years  ago  ?**  «  /  t/Unk  property  ts  as  secure  in  Ire- 
land now  [June  1832]  as  U  ever  was  ;  and  so  much  am  I  of  that  opinion,  that,  at 
this  moment,  I  know  some  fHends  who  are  selling  English  estates  to  huy  in  Ireland. 
The  rate  of  purchase  of  land  has  increased,  I  should  think,  ftom  eighteen  to  twenty- 
two  yean'  purchase  for  the  rack-rents.  I  refused  to  sell  a  very  large  estate  at  twenty- 
three  years*  purchase.** 

Of  the  tranquillity  of  the  country^  Mr.  Barrington  judged  from  the 

state  of  the  province  of  Munster^  in  which  he  officiate*. 

<<  1  certainly  think,**  he  says,  ^  the  state  of  my  district  more  quiet  than  I  ever  knew 
ity  and  it  has  generally  heen  the  seat  of  erery  disturhance.** 

In  this  district  are  the  counties  of  Clare,  Tipperary,  Limerick^  Kerry, 
Cork^  and  Waterford^  generally  reckoned  the  most  turbulent  of  the 
Irish  counties  ;  and  some  of  them  lately  the  seats  of  predial  disturbances. 
What  then  can  have  occasioned  so  sudden  a  revolution  P  or  are  we  to 
take  the  Ministerial  statements  with  large  abatement  ? 

We  have  noticed  that  the  Catholic  clergy,  to  a  man^  call  for  a  poor 
law ;  not  the  extravagant  English  poor  law,  nor  any  peculiar  enactment, 
but  a  regulated  measure  which  shall  be  adapted  to  the  pressing  exigen- 
cies of  Ireland,  as  the  only  means  which  can  e£fectuaUy  put  an  end  to 
disturbance.  They  are  the  most  intelligent  class  of  the  Irish  nation,  in 
all  that  peculiarly  affects  their  own  denomination ;  that  is,  six-sevenths 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  and,  though  their  opinions  were  of  no  value^ 
let  it  be  remembered  that  the  best  informed,  and  nearly  all  the  other 
witnesses,  support  them.  Look  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  Hussey  Vivian, 
of  Hovedon  Stapleton,  £sq.,  of  Mr.  Dillon,  of  Mr,  Cassidy,  of  Hugh 
Boyd  Wray,  Esq.,  of  Major  GecArge  Bryan,  and  others  to  whom  we  can- 
not now  advert.  Their  judgment  is  unanimous  in  recommending  a  poor 
law  as  the  best  and  most  Effectual  means  of  quieting  the  people ;  they 
say  nothing  of  military  law.  And  what  virtually  is  the  language  of  Mr. 
.  Stanley  ? — "  We  will  try  our  own  despotic  plan :  it  is  readier  and  easier 
and  every  way  more  suited  to  our  purpose ;  our  troops  are  prepared  to 
keep  you  down,  and  we  have  neither  leisure  nor  inclination  to  think  of  the 
means  of  lightening  your  burdens,  or  of  allaying  the  pangs  of  hunger, 
which,  we  are  told,,  make  you  the  desperate  and  ready  agents  in  all  mis- 
chief." Mr.  Stanley's  Coercive  Bill  was  indigestible  enough  «ngly ;  but 
coupled  with  the  declaration  openly  and  harshly  made  in  the  face  of  the 
recommendation  of  a  Parliamentary  Committee,  appointed  in  fact  by  the 
'Ministers  themselves;  in  the  face  of  British  justice  and  humanity,  and 
in  contempt  of  the  unparalleled  sufferings  depicted  in  the  foregoing 
pages, — it  never,  never  can  be  tolerated !  * 

But  has  it  never  occurred  to  any  one  that  the  Whitefeet  and  Black- 
feet  are  but  the  secondary  objects  of  this  obnoxious  Bill,  if  they  are 

*  While  we  write^  this  vigorous  Whig  measure,  driven  four-in-hand  through  the 
House  of  Peers  in  one  week,  with  little  speech  and  much  cheering,  is  imdergoing 
wholesome  excision.  The  staundi  supporters  of  the  Ministers,  in  and  out  of  Parliament, 
stood  prepared  to  holt  it  entire.  But  Lord  Althorp,  and  even  Mr.  Stanley,  cannot, 
in  the  fiice  of  the  country,  of  the  petitions  pouring  in,  and  the  Altering,  of  Members 
who  are  well  inclined  to  stand  by  them,  force  it  over  unmodified.  One  immense 
improvement  ii,  that  persons  charged  with  political  offences  shall  not  be  tried  by 
courts-martial;  hut  as  has  heen  acutely  noticed,  Somerville,  the  dragoon,  was  ifie^y 
apparently  for  a  breach  of  military  duty,  but  really  scourged  for  sending  a  letter  to  a 
newspaper.  Another  alteration,  good,  so  for  as  it  goes,  is,  that  no  officer  under  the 
rank  of  a  captain,  can  be  on  a  court-martial.  There  are  other  important  modifica- 
tions ;  and  we  are  mistaken  if  the  Bill  (if  it  does  not  break  down  altogether)  will 
not  come  forth  a  mutilated  changeling,  loathesome  to  the  eyes  of  all  Tories  and  Orange- 
men, and  to  its  great  progenitor,  the  Irish  Secretary. 
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objecU  at  all  ?  It  has  occurred  to  very  many — it  is  the  general  belief ; 
it  is  aQ  opinion,  gaining  ground  every  day.  Had  O'Connell  and  the 
Irish  leaders  been  conciliatory^  yielding  men ;  had  the  Irish  elections 
gone  favourably  for  the  Whigs ;  were  the  Catholics  of  Munster,  and 
Leinster^  and  the  dissenters  of  Ulster,  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
very  moderate  scheme  of  Church  reform,  proposed  by  Ministers,  we  should 
have  found  that  the  existing  laws,  and  Special  Commissions,  would  have 
heea  quite  sufficient  to  put  down  predial  disturbances  in  Ireland.  WkUe» 
feet  are  the  target  for  practice,  but  Aitociatiane, — the  Political  Unions  of 
Ireland,—- are  the  real  aim. 

The  Whitefeet  murders  are  the  buffbean  set  up  to  scare  the  honest 
and  welLmeaning  by  arts  as  insidious  as  base ;  and  as  easily  seen  through 
Me  ever  were  those  by  which  the  Tories  raised  the  howl  of  *'  No  Popbrt  !" 
throughout  a  deluded  country;  while  the  Associations,  the  Political 
Unions  of  Ireland,  and  remotely  tJiose  of  £ngland  and  Scotland,  whoee 
turn  may  t^me  next,  are  the  true  mark. 

With  an  honest  dispassionate  inquirer  who  allows  this  much,  the  nexi 
question  is;  what  are  the  purposes  of  these  terrible  Irish  Associations  ?  If  for 
Repeal  of  the  Union,  their  object  may  be  perfectly  lawful,  but  it  is  un- 
wise,— perilous  to  Britain,  and  to  Ireland  ruinous.  And  this  much  we 
grant.  But  if  the  object  of  these  Associations  be  to  get  rid,  wholly  rid, 
of  the  Sinecure  Church,  with  its  multiplied  oppressions;  to  render  the  very 
word  tithe  obsolete  in  Ireland ;  to  procure  redress  of  those  grievances,  a 
/ew,  and  but  a  very  few  of  which  we  have  enumerated ;  to  obtain,  in  an 
equal  administration  of  justice,  to  poorhnd  rich,  Catholic  and  Protestant, 
the  generous  spirit  instead  of  the  mocking  letter  of  the  British  Constitv- 
tion ;  to  procure,  by  a  poor  law,  on  an  enlightened  principle,  something 
to  counterbalance  absenteeism,  and  raise  "  the  Irish  slave"  some  degrees 
abov«  *'  the  Russian  boor :" — if  such  be  the  lawful  and  hallowed  object  of 
these  Associations,  daiming  illustrious  descent  from  thcr  Patriot  Volun- 
teers of  1788,  what  English  heart  shall  not  wish  them  good  speed  !  Put 
them  down,  then ;  but  let  it  be  by  granting  their  just  demands.  Do  not, 
for  a  great  acknowledged  wrong,  offer  some  small  remedy,  applied  in  a 
^uite  different  direction,  and  then  swell  into.Stanleian  fury  if  the  little  mi* 
nisterial  plaster  does  not  at  once  medicate  the  deep-seated,  festering  sore, 
or  if  the  wretched  patient  still  writhes  and  complains.  Put  them  down ; 
but  let  the  instrument  be  ^'  that  engine  which  the  pride  of  the  bigot,  nor 
the  spite  of  the  zealot,  nor  the  ambition  of  the  High-Priest,  nor  the 
arsenal  of  the  conqueror,  nor  the  Inquisition  with  its  torturing  rack  and 
pale  victim  ever  thought  of;  that  engine  which,  armed  with  physical 
«uid  moral  blessing,  comes  forth  and  overlays  mankind  by  services — ^thf 
engine  of  redress/'* 


*»r 


*  Speech  of  the  elder  XSratUn. 


23 
MUMMYFICATION. 

*•  Death  Btands  all^lsMj  in  his  flxod  ey«  : 
Hia  bonea  are  marrowleM^-^ia  veins  are  dry  T* 


Bvmoir. 


Thh  ennuySs  and  do-nothing  are  inexpressibly  fond  of  bewailing  the 
tRonotony  and  tedium  of  the  world  we  live  in ;  and  every  schoolboy  who 
lias  a  voice  to  quote  the  morbid  murmurs  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark 
against  the  weariness^  staleness^  flatness^  and  unprofitableness  of  human 
life^  feels  himself  privileged  to  protest^  that  every  thing  has  been  al. 
ready  said^  and  every  thing  already  done :  that  he  is  born  too  late ;  that 
from  Ptolemy  Philadelphus^  the  improver  of  the  Clepsydra^  to  Borevese^ 
the  pei^fecter  of  chronometers^  the  moments  of  time  have  been  measured 
by  the  same  cold  watery  standard  ;-^''  qu'ils  se  resemblent  comme  deux 
gouttes  d'eau  ;'* — that  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun^  the  moon^  or 
the  stars ! 

As  if  thex>rdinary  progress  of  civilization  did  not  sufficiently  diversify 
the  surface  of  society ;  as  if  the  discoveries  of  Science  and  the  embel. 
iishments  of  Art  did  not  impart  endless  graces  to  the  solid  sobriety  of 
our  jog-trot  existence  !     One  day  telleth  another^  and  one  night  certi- 
fieth  another;  but  they  do  not  tell^  and  cannot  certify  in  what  array  the 
morrows  of  this  wonder-working  existence  will  dawn  upon  our  admira. 
tion :  and  no  man  can  swear  on  Saturday  at  e'en^  that  by  the  interference 
of  Brewster^  MaccuUoch^  Professor  Brande^  or  Mistress  Somerville^  the 
sun  of  Sunday  will  not  rise  in  a  violet-coloured  atmosphere,  or  kerchiefed 
in  a  comely  cloud,  by  the  aid  of  natural  magic  duly  artificialized.  Every 
now  and  then,  some  wondrous  Tictory  gained  over  the  miserly  reserve  of 
Nature,  places  weapons  in  the  hands  of  mankind,  with  which  on  every 
side  they  effect*  new  victories,  and  remodify  the  aspect  of  the  habitable 
globe.     An  insight  into  her  mysteries  does  not  alone  suffice ;  their  ap. 
plication  to  vulgar  purposes  is  the  achievements  chiefly  important  to  the 
vulgar  ;  and  it  is  plain,  that  neither  Newton's  principle  of  gravitation, 
nor  Harvey's  exposition  of  the  flowing  tides  of  human  vitality,  is  half  so 
pregnant  of  change  and  improvement  to  the  human  race,  as  the  liquefac- 
tion and  impermeability  of  caout-chouc,  the  transplantation  of  teeth  and 
forest-trees,  the  discharge  of  batteries  and  laundry  maids,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  steam  into  four-and-twenty  pounders  and  washing-tubs,  and 
the  manufactory  of  mattresses  stuffed  with  air  to  float  upon  bedsteads 
made  of  water.     AU  the  monopolies  of  Nature  are  now  infringed.     We 
can  undersell  the  old  lady  in  all  the  markets ;  can  produce  fruits  and 
flowers  twice  as  fine  as  her  own ;  artificial  stone  more  durable  than  her 
best  granite :  we  can  make  gems,  metals,  fire,  air,  earth,  waters,  and 
that  fifth  and  mightiest  element— Steak,— every  thing,  in  short,  but 
money,  which  she  does  not  pretend  to  make,  twice  as  cheap  as  it  is  to  be 
'found  in  her  old  established  shop. 

Thanks  to  this  wondrous  amplification  of  the  resources  of  mankind, 
the  ancient  globe  is  perpetually  supplied  with  entirely  new  scenery  and 
decorations.  Railroads  project  their  new  line  of  business  across  the 
kingdom,  to  waft  invoices  and  bills  of  exchange  from  Indus  to  the  Pole ; 
hay-stacks  and  barley-mows  are  shot  flying,  with  the  Promethean  darts 
of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Swing ;  and  the  proprietor  of  the  most  naked 
downs  that  ever  shivered  round  a  modern  country  seat,  may  bring  Bir- 
nam  Wood  to  Dunsinane  in  a  dray,  i^hencver  it  suits  him  to  consult  the 
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Sylvanus  of  our  Northern  Agricultnnd  Society.  Wbftt  would  Bnrloigli  or 
Bacon  lay  to  feats  like  theae?  or,  rather,  what  would  they  aay  to  the 
■hrieveleaa,  feckleaa,  heartleaa,  touUeaa,  worthleaa  poeoeuratUi,  who 
grumble  of  the  monotonies  of  life,  the  lack  of  incident,  the  penury  of 
change, — aueh  miracles  operating  around  them. 

It  waa  hut  the  other  day  that  two  of  the  magi  of  Paris,  two  necroman- 
oers  of  iiatvre,  two  genii  of  the  crucible,  hit  upon  a  notable  discovery, 
•whidi  promises  to  revolutionise  the  surface  of  the  physical  world.  Messrs. 
Gaasron  and  Boniface  9t  Aulaire  of  Paris,  have  invented  a  system  of  mum- 
myficatioB,  by  which  the  various  moulds  of  human  clay  can,  (on  the  eva- 
poration of  the  spirit  wherewith  they  were  magnetised  into  vitality,)  be 
preserved'  frcm  dissohition,  and  endowed  with  a  secondary  existence. 
Hie  process  adopted,  is  said  to  bestow  upon  the  body  the  immortality 
hitherto  monopolised  by  the  soul;  and  the  most  paltry  among  us,  is 
henceforward  as  sure  of  an  existence  in  the  eyei  of  posterity,  as  the 
veriest  gnat  or  grub  enshrined  in  a  tomb  of  amber  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
curious.  *'  Time  was  that  when  the  brains  were  out  the-man  would  die  i" 
mau  nau9  avofu  change*  Umt  ceia  !  There  is  no  longer  any  hope  of  get- 
ting rid  of  our  friends.  Messrs.  St.  Aulaire  undertake,  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  defunct  shall  be  so  complete  and  circumstantial,  that  in  the 
body  of  an  old  woman  on  which  they  have  already  conferred  immortality, 
*'  even  a  slight  scar  on  the  cheek  is  distinctly  visible."  Not  a  feature  or 
a  peculiarity  will  be  obliterated.  Sibthorpe,  Wetherell,  Eldon,  and  all 
the  other  old  women  in  the  land,  will  thus  be  bequeathed  to  the  tweii« 
tieth  century  with  all  their  scars  and  ^*  blushing  honours  thick  upon 
them  V 

What  in  the  world  is  to  be  done  with  the  lumber  which  this  unlucky 
discovery  entails  upon  the  world  ?  Will  not  the  worms  arise,  and  de- 
mand  indemniiication  of  the  living  for  the  loss  of  the  dead  ?  How  ia 
the  green  earth  to  be  refreshed  ?  And  how,  above  all,  are  we  to  evade 
the  claims  of  sentiment  created  by  the  new  order  of  things  ?  Where  are 
excuses  to  be  found  for  forgetfulness  of  the  departed?  Who  will  ven. 
ture  on  a  second  marriage,  knowing  that  the  first  wife  of  his  bosom  has 
lost  nothing  of  living  life  but  her  activity  of  tongue ;  or  what  Ephesian 
matron  will  dare  throw  o£F  her  weeds,  while  her  mummyfied  deceased 
lord  is  frowning  at  her  in  all  the  severity  of  living  life  ?  There  will  no 
longer  be  the  slightest  pretext  for  burying  the  dead.  Henceforward  we 
shall  be  stuck  up  under  glass  cases  round  our  drawing-rooms,  like  Dying 
Gladiators  in  bronze,  or  Dianas  in  marble :  a  man  will  be  compelled  to 
inherit  his  ancestors  as  well  as  their  acres  and  their  services  of  plate  ; 
and  Qur  great  manaions-Miur  Longleats  and  Holkhams — will  in  the 
coursf  of  the  next  century  exhibit  a  gallery  of  Thynnes  and  Cokes,  in- 
stead of  the  chef  d'cmvrea  of  RoubiUiac  or  Canova. 

We  humbly  trust,  however,  that  so  soon  as  this  curious  process  shall 
be  surrendered  to  general  adoption,  accommodation  will  be  instantly 
provided  for  the  pott  obit  generation  that  requires  warehousing.  Nothing 
short  of  a  series  of  Egyptian  pyramids  will  suffice.  A  species  of  mort- 
main constitution  must  be  drawn  out,  aUotting  to  each,  in  his  degree,  a 
niche  in  the  domtu  ultima  that  is  to  redeem  our  dust  from  the  dust.  It 
is  highly  desirable,  for  the  enlightenment  of  generations  to  come,  that 
every  mummy  should  be  invested  in  its  characteristic  costume,  and 
moulded  into  its  favourite  attitude.  And  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
great  national  gallery  of  mummies  will  be  founded,  in  which  (as  in  coL 
lections  of  natural  hist<iry)  every  beast  of  us  will  be  put  forward  after 
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ili6  habits  of  his  living  existence.  Brougham  and  Sugden  wiU  be  mum. 
myfied  in  the  guise  of  the  lion  laying  a  paw  on  the  mouse ;  Buocleuch  as 
a  mammoth  moth ;  Long  Wellesley  as  a  flying  fish.  Peel  will  be  repre- 
sented in  the  act  of  a  deprecating  bow ;  Newcastle  characterized  as 
holding  in  his  hand  a  loaf  made  of  stone ;  and  his  Royal  Highness  of 
Kew^  as  being  asked  for  a  fish  and  rendering  a  serpent.  Names  on  the 
pedestals^  or  labels  on  the  glass  cases  must  be  rendered  superfluous. 
Contemporary  mummies  should  be  formed  into  tableaux  ;  and  the  Bar 
of  every  separate  Court,  in  every  succeeding  age^  perpetuated  as  in  pro. 
cess  of  a.  suit ;  Kings  and  their  Courts  mummyfied  in  characteristic 
groups ;  and  the  literary  and  political  worlds  in  discordant  congregation. 
For  our  own  parts,  we  look  forward  with  cheerful  confidence  to  a  poetical 
corner  in  the  Cheopsian  edifice,  in  the  midst  of  a  little  group  of  odd- 
looking  fishes,  reverenced  by  after  ages  as  the  defunct  contributors  to— 
Tait's  Ma^azinb. 


THE  VISION  OF  SIR  ROBERT. 


**  Unuf  Pdimo  JiiTMi  Don  fulBdt  oibU. 
JEstiut  infdix  angurto  llmlte  mundL** 

JUTBNAb. 


Gone  is  the  night.  .  But  still  her  sable  pall 
Hangs  heavy  o'er  the  precincts  of  Whitehall. 
Nor  moon  nor  stars  diffuse  one  genial  ray. 
Nor  eastern  streaks  anticipate  the  day. 
Pale  glow-worm  lamps  shine  dim  athwart  the  gloom 
Like  boding  witchlights  by  some  murderer's  tomb. 
Gone  the  last  devious  reveller  from  the  street — 
Gone  the  last  prowling  damsel  from  her  beat. 
O'er  watchman's  eyes  forbidden  slumbers  steal. 
All  London  sleeps — ^save  l^^trceval  and  Peel.  . 

Now  Somnus  opens  wide  his  ivory  door. 
While  through  its  arch  vindictive  goblins  pour. 
How,  in  wUd  joy,  their  elfin  spite  they  wreak — 
Pinch  briefless  Praed,  aiid  twist  great  Glo'ster's  beak — 
How,  to  and  fro,  their  tiny  forceps  draw 
The  papered  ringlets  on  the*  brows  of  Law- 
How,  on  Vane's  ear,  all  Plunket's  thunders  swell — 
Some  other  strain — some  happier  hour  may  tell. 

Duke  Smithson  swelters,  and  Duke  Slaughter  moans. 
Old  Bags,  enswathed  in  threadbare  flannel,  groans — 
Dear,  martyred  Gatton  in  his  dreams  he  sees ; 
Weeps  his  lost  woolsack,  and  his  ravished  fees. 
And  that  bright  season,  when  his  mystic  wand 
Spread  Egypt's  bonds  and  locusts  o'er  the  land. 

But  to  our  purposed  end.    That  end  must  be. 
Lord  of  Mule-jenny^twist,  to  spenk  of  thee. 

Slow  passed  the  hours.     Our  sleeplM  hero  tossed 
O'er  blighted  joys,  and  hopes  of  office  lost — 
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Despairing  hummed  a  tune     eaaayed  to  tpeak^ 
Bhook  his  warm  ptUow— turned  his  feverish  cheek— 
Prayed^  hot  and  weary,  on  hia  silken  bed. 
To  every  poppy  power  of  drowsihead. 

Fair  is  the  chamber.    Gems  of  every  dye    ■ 
Etruscan  jars-— perfumes  of  Araby— « 
Athenian  marbles,  set  with  studious  care 
In  mock  disorder — are  collected  there. 
There,  Guide's  angel  and  Teniers's  boor. 
Contrast  with  mellow  Rembrandt's  chiar  obeeur — 
In  lordly  Lawrence  there,  commingled  shine 
All  Titian's  tint,  all  Michael's  master-line. 

In  studied  litter,  quaintly  strewed  around, 
Plajrs,  bibles,  missals,  magazines,  are  found — 
The  bauble-sword,  which  oft  had  levees  graced—* 
Elastic  girdles  for  the  tortured  waist — 
Coats,  where  sartorial  Stultze  had  laboured  long. 
To  mould  the  shapeless  trunk  en  beau  gan^on. 

Behold  that  toilet.    O'er  its  broad  expanse 
Breathe  Indian  atars,  and  espritt  from  France  ; 
Convenient  scents,  by  pitying  sages  sold. 
To  give  new  fragrance,  and  suppress  the  old  ; 
Paste  for  the  hands — ^pomatums  for  the  hair^ 
Cosmetic  wash,  to  make  the  forehead  fair. 
'Midst  golden  trinkets  lurk  the  combs  of  lead — 
Vain,  vain,  their  task  to  tinge  the  fi^ry  red ! 
Far  banished  thence,  ignoble'  Sta£Ford's  ware  ; 
For  all  ifl  gold,  or  gilded  silver,  there. 

Hence  vulgar  calico !     Thou  tradesman's  son. 
Say  dost  thou  scorn  the  s^uff  thy  father  spun  ? 
Gold-looped,  gold.fringed,  thy  velvet  curtain  falls. 
Presumptuous  GaMint  veils  thy  princely  walls. 
For  thee  rich  lamps  their  tempered  light  diffuse 
On  floors  that  glow  with  Persia's  hundred  hues  ! 

Embossed  on  gewgaws,  and  engraved  on  seals. 
Blaze  out  the  bought  achievements  of  the  Peels  : 
Three  arrowy  sheaves,  with  lackered  fillets  bound — 
One  volant  wasp  ;  upon  an  azure  ground, 
A  gilded  lion  ramped,  with  gaping  jaws. 
And  bore  a  hilly  ^roller  in  his  paws ; 
Supporting  swans,  their  kind  assistance  lenAi, 
Australian  swans,  which  cousin  Tom  had  sent. 
And  curious  eyes  an  empty  space  could  spy. 
Where  graver's  art  the  coronet  might  supply. 
Should  e'er  some  pompous  patent  gra(«  the  list 
Of  England's  Peers  with — Lord  Mule-jenny  .twist. 

Slow  passed  the  hours.    Our  sleepless  hero  tossed 
O'er  blighted  joys,  and  hopes  of  office  lost. 
Till  Morpheus,  nodding  from  his  throne  of  lead. 
Sent  sleep  and  visions  to  the  aching  head. 

Behold  !  the  Church,  with  all  her  idle  state, 
Falls  tottering  piecemeal  by  her  own  dead  weight. 
Loud  hoots  the  owl  from  Lincoln's  crumbling  towers. 
The  daw  has  built  in  roofless  Lambeth's  bowers. 


The  Vision  of  Sir  Robert.  27 

The  oz  is  fattening  in  Cathedral  stalk. 

And  Pidcook's  beasti  are  quartered  in  St.  Pauls. 

Room  for  the  trudk,  by  Herr  Van  Mildert  drawn  ! 

Fallen^arsh  sings  ballads  in  his  rags  of  lawn  ;  • 

Sad  Howley  begs  for  alms  in  piteous  strain ; 

And  PhUpotts  sweeps  the  crossing  of  Park  Lane. 

"  We  cannot  starve  !" — ^the  tattered  churchmen  cry — 

But  cry  in  vain The  vision  passes  by. 

And  now  our  statesmen's  dreams  retrace  the  time 
MHien  once  he  prosed,  sententious  and  sublime. 
Of  those  just  laws,  great  bulwarks  of  the  crown. 
Well  framed  to  keep^e  Popish  monster  down. 
Undo  one  rivet,  or  relax  cne  chain — 

Guy  Faux  returns—King  James  revives  again 

The  ^ind  has  changed !    And  he  has  changed  his  note. 
And  gets  another  canting  song  by  rote. 
The  mitred  Saints  eschew  their  champion  now. 
Reproachful  storms  sit  black  on  Eldon's  brow. 
On  Oxford's  sons  with  suppliant  knee  he  wait&— 
Good  peevish  Grandam  scolds  him  from  her  gates— 
O,  stop  your  vials  of  wrath-prepress  your  spites- 
Meek  men  of  Gk>d !— ^and  spare  your  recreant  Knight ! 

Another  scene  !  £nshrined  in  dark  blue  flame. 
Cast  forth  from  Hell,  a  nightmare  spectre  came— 
The  motley  jester's  morrice-bells,  combined 
With  the  long  ermined  train  that  trailed  behind. 
Wrapped  its  foul  limbs — ^half  flHhy  and  half  fine- 
Half  racked  with  pain — ^half  frolicksome  with  wine- 
Bedecked  with  trinkets,  and  with  toys  oppressed— > 

A  hundred  orders  dizened  on  its  breast 

It  tried  to  speak.    But  envious  palsy  flung 
Her  spells  upon  its  fixed  and  quivering  tongue. 
O  hideous,  hideous  !  at  our  Knight  it  leered—* 
Bowed  low  in  mockery ;  and  in  hatred  sneered. 
That  sneer — that  smile — in  better  days  had  been 
Cause  to  his  soul  of  sorrowing  and  chagrin ; 
For  that  foul  thing,  by  other  ghosts  disowne^. 
In  England's  kingly  halls  had  sat  enthroned — 
And  when  our  clumsy,  crawling  courtier  lay 
Low  at  its  footstool — spurned  the  wretch  away. 

Its  task  is  done.    A  hot  Sirocco  blew 
A  brimstone  blast— .and  it  has  vanished  too. 

Next  comes  a  vision  of  the  mighty  dead, 
In  whose  just  paths  our  statesman  hoped  to  tread. 

Congenial  Harley  leagues  in  close  divan 
With  Madiam's  dame,  to  gull  the  drivelling  Anne. 
Insidious  Bute  all  Machiavel  makes  plain. 
To  prove  how  kings  by  heavenly  mandates  reign — 
That  goodly  seed  in  fertile  places  fell — 
Alas  !  the  pupil  played  his  part  too  well. . . 
Low  wails  the  wind.    A  cloudy  twilight  falls 
With  horrid  gloom  on  yonder  fortress  walls. 
What  means  that  scafPold — ^the  surrounding  crowd 
Of  anned  men — the  coffin  and  the  shroud  ? 
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Say,  why  to  heaven  thoae  vengefol  murmun  rite  ? 
Down  falls  the  Axe-— and  peijured  Strafford  dies !. . 
On  Moloch's  altar,  all  distained  with  guilt — 
His  two-edged  sword  ensanguined  to  the  hilt-^   ' 
Great  Jefferies  sits.    He  rears  his  murderous 
He  tears  the  wailing  infant  from  the  breant— 
Nor  manhood's  prime,  that  Tory  falchion 
Nor  virgin's  tears,  nor  matron's  hoary  hairs. . . 
From  the  sick  earth,  the  blood  isi  thousands  cries 
Aloud  for  judgment-*and  the  demon  flies— 
In  weeds  obscene,  he  flies  from  public  view— • 
Jn  vain — ^for  clubs  and  missiles  still  pursue. 
Ye  Tories — ^mourn  the  sanguinary  deed  ; 
And  canonise  the  Martyr  of  your  creed  ! 

Thus  dreams  on  dreams  in  quick  succession 
The  sleeper  wakes,  and,  trembling,  opes  his  eyes. . . 
God  speed,  thee,  Peel !    Another  theme  may  tell 
Thy  next  night's  visions — ^for  we  love  them  well. 
God  speed  thee,  Peel !    Another  theme  may  say 
How  well  we  love  thy  doings  in  the  day. 
'Tis  time  to  close  our  laudatory  song. 
"  Farewell  a  while !    We  will  not  leave  thee  long." 
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Thb  singular  multiplication  of  revolutions  which  has  occurred  within 
the  last  two  years  throughout  the  kingdoms  and  dukedoms  of  Europe, 
as  if  reflecting,  on  a  thousand  shattered  fragments  of  the  vast  mirror  of 
politics^  the  great  event  of  the  Three  Days,  has  engendered  a  new  order 
of  beings  in  the  civilized  world.  Instead  of  knights-errant,  as  depicted 
by  Ariosto  or  Cervantes,  we  have  now  sovereigns-errant,  as  at  present 
undepicted  ;  and  it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  prince-errantry,  or  king, 
errantry,  will  shortly  assume  a  specific  meaning  among  our  philological 
definitions.  Now,  could  there  possibly  exist  such  a  personage  as  a  de- 
throned  or  abdicate  sovereign^  capable  of  both  learning  and  forgetting 
—of  acquiring  wisdom  (like  other  fools,  his  fellow  creatures)  from  ex- 
perience^  and  renouncing  all  reminiscence  of  former  greatness,  we  should 
conceive  him  to  be  the  most  edifying  and  enlightened  companion  in  the 
world.  In  his  regal  capacity,  he  must  have  beheld  the  surface  of  society 
bright  with  that  unnatural  gloss,  necessitated  by 

^  The  ceremony  that  to  freat  ones  'longs  ;**.■— 

while,  in  his  human,  he  must  have  seen  the  mask  stripped  off ;  must 
have  tasted  those  "  apples  of  the  Dead  Sea's  shore,  all  ashes  to  the 
taste,"  that  shone  so  brightly  on  their  stalks  in  the  day  of  his  exaltation ; 
and  have  torn  away  the  sheep's  clothing  from  innumerable  rapacious 
breasts,  convicting  them  that  "  inwardly  they  were  ravening  wolves." 

Unfortunately,  historical  experience  leaves  us  no  trace  of  such  a  man. 
The  same  weakness  or  wilfulness  which  hurled  the  monarch  from  his 
throne,  or  urged  him,  in  a  fit  of  waywardness,  to  fling  away  his  crown 
and  sceptre,  (exchanging  them,  probably,  for  other  baubles,  the  cowl 
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and  rosary,)  ^'  ssak  up  his  eyes  as  close  as  oak"  against  all  lessons  of 
worldly  or  divine  wisdom,  and  his  ears  against  the  voice  of  the  charmer. 
Charles  V.,  digging  in  his  garden  at  the  monastery  of  St.  Justus,  or 
Christina  astonishing  the  gardes  de  ehasse  of  Versailles  hy  the  excellence 
of  her  sportswomanship,  were  but  the  same  crack-brained  egotists  who 
gave  audience  to  foreign  envoys  on  the  thrones  of  Spain  or  Sweden  ; 
and,  among  the  various  potentates  made  and  marred  during  the  last 
thirty  years,  we  have  never  heard  of,  nor  seen  one,  who  seemed  inclined 
to  profit  by  the  harsh  schooling  of  adversity.  It  is  the  impulse  of  most 
human  beings,  on  reviewing  their  mortal  career,  to  exclaim,  like  Joanna 
Baillie's  hero—* 

^  Tia  done — ^'tis  numbered  with  the  things  overpast ; 
Would— would  it  were  to  come  I 

that  I  might  prove  myself  a  wiser  and  a  better  man."  But  never  yet 
was  a  king,  living  in  dethronement  and  exile,  who  did  not  burn  to  be 
again  upon  the  judgment  seat,  that  he  might  uphold  his  former  measures 
by  fiercer  tyranny  and  better  organized  despotism-^-that  he  might,  in 
short,  draw  yet  closer  the  iron  chain  of  human  bondage.  Nay,  "  though 
one  rose  from  the  dead,"  we  are  persuaded  that  they  would  scorn  to 
amend  their  ignorance. 

In  point  of  fact,  an  apparition  from  the  grave  is  constantly  before 
them.  History  is  a  mighty  conjuror  of  phantoms ;  or  rather  a  daunt- 
less resurrectionist,  ever  busy  with  pick-axe  and  shovel,  revealing  the 
secrets  of  the  prison-house,  and  betraying  the  mysteries  of  the  worm 
and  the  shroud.  Yet,  in  spite  of  every  loathsome  lesson,  they  persist  in 
believing  themselves  immortal,  and  fancying  that  the  monstrous  farce  of 
the  bended  knee,  the  mouth  honour,  and  passive  obedience  of  courtier- 
ship,  awaits  them  beyond  the  grave.  Like  the  ^'  poor  Indian,  whose 
untutored  mind"  conceives  that  his  favourite  dog  will  attend  him  in  his 
hunting  grounds  in  the  sky,  they  expire,  in  the  belief  that  the  '^  O  king, 
live  for  ever !"  with  which  they  have  so  long  been  saluted,  is  not  a  mere 
form  of  oriental  courtesy ;  but  that,  when  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  hu- 
man  majesty  will  become  divinely  majestic,  and  mortal  sovereignty 
become  engirded  with  an  immortal  crown. 

Let  them,  for  a  moment,  contemplate  the  lesson  afforded  by  the  dying 
bed  and  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  three  most  luxurious  princes  of  modern 
times. 

*'  The  king's  body,"  says  Bishop  Burnet,  (after  adsrerting  to  the  death 
of  Charles  II.,  and  the  strong  suspicion  of  poison  which  arose  during  the 
process  of  embalming,)  *'  the  king's  body  was  indecently  neglected. 
Some  parts  of  his  inwards,  and  some  pieces  of  the  fat,  were  left  in  the 
water  in  which  they  were  washed ;  all  which  were  so  carelessly  looked 
after,  that  the  water  being  poured  out  at  a  scullery  hole  that  went  to  a 
drain,  in  the  mouth  of  which  a  grate  lay,  these  were  seen  lying  on  the 
grate  many  days  afterwards.  His  funeral  was  very  mean  ;  no  mourn- 
ings were  given ;  and  the  expense  of  it  was  not  equal  to  what  an  ordi- 
nary nobleman's  funeral  gave  rise  to." 

''  The  king,"  says  St.  Simon,  in  his  Memoirs,  speaking  of  the  decease 
of  Louis  Xiy.,  *'  was  almost  abandoned  at  the  moment  of  his  death. 
Madame  de  Maintenon,  to  whom  he  had  made  so  many  sacrifices,  quitted 
him  for  St.  Cyr  four  days  before ;  and  the  dying  monarch  was  repeatedly 
heard  to  inquire  for  her,  and  deplore  her  absence  ;  nor  was  his  confessor, 
Le  Tellier,  to  be  found  when  his  presence  was  required  by  the  king. 
His  son,  by  Madame  de  Montespan,  the  Due  du  Maine,  was  so  little 
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afflicted  by  the  sufferings  of  his  august  parent,  who  endured  torturer 
previous  to  the  mortification  of  his  legs,  that,  in  describing  to  the  cour* 
tiers  a  medical  consultation  between  Fagon,  the  court  physician,  and  a 
rude  Provencal  quack,  during  the  agony  of  the  king,  he  burst  into  such 
loud  and  repeated  fits  of  laughter  as  to  be  heard  by  a  number  of  indif- 
ferent persons  who  were  passing  near  the  gallery.  Madame  de  Mainte- 
non  was  almost  as  tired  of  her  attendance  on  him,  as  the  Duke  was  glad 
to  get  rid  of  him ;  and  when  he  breathed  bis  last,  the  people  openly  re* 
tamed  thanks  to  God ;  and  the  eaurfcicra  n^iced  in  being  at  length 


To  tk«  JaMMT  «£  ear  lite  wvcreign,  respect  forbids  us  to  adrect. 
But  the  circiim$taBcea  are  tmm  neaai  !•  adait  of  any  person  having  fop. 
gotten  the  mode  in  which  the  intelligs— a  w«a  vM«pt4  bf  many  persona 
nearly  connected  with  him  ;  or  the  junketings  and  iHftftvilia»  wkifh 
closely  followed  his  obsequies.  A  page  was  added  to  histary  hf 
chronicles  of  Windsor  Castle  during  the  month  of  July  1830, 
ought  not  to  be  among  the  least  instructive  of  its  oracles. 


ADDRESS  OX  SLAVERY,  SABBATH  PROTECTION,  AND 

CHURCH  REFORM. 

BT  JAHR8  DOUGLAS,  E&Q.  OF  CAVERS.* 

These  sutijects  form  the  matter  of  a  pamphlet  written  by  one  of  the^ 
few  men  whose  moral  influence  we  should  like  to  see  illimitably  extend- 
ed over  the  mass  of  society ;  one  of  those  in  whom  exalted  piety  and  » 
pure  philosophy  are  made  subservient  to  the  cause  of  all  good— to 
justice,  humanity,  and  true  religion,  We  agree  with  the  author  in  so 
much  of  what  he  has  advanced,  that  it  is  scarce  worth  while  to  notice 
where  we  differ  from  him.  His  opinions  on  the  effect  of  Poor  Laws, 
at  least  as  Poor  Laws  exist  in  England,  are  abstractly  and  theoretically 
Just ;  and  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  point  out  that,  in  our  present 
vitiated  state  of  society,  it  is  as  impossible  to  legislate  upon  the  unmixed 
principles  of  political  [wisdom,  as  for  a  skilful  physician  to  compel  a 
patient,  whose  constitutiv-n  is  worn  and  debilitated  by  riot  and  excess,  to 
return  all  at  once  to  the  simple  and  wholesome  nutriment  of  his  child, 
hood.  Mr.  Douglass's  opinions  on  Slavery  are  no  secret.  He  is  not  a 
gradual  EmancipatimiUt ;  which,  if  it  mean  any  thing,  means,  in  a  few 
words,  "  Delay  justice  as  long  as  possible ;  that  as  the  Chapter  of  Accidents 
turns  up,  we  may  have  another  chance  of  defeating  it  altogether."  Our 
first  extract  shall  be  this  eloquent  ''  Vindication  of  the  ways  of  God  to 


man." 


<<  The  West  Indies  are  an  example  that  the  Ia\v8  of  God  are  never  neglected  with 
impunity,  and  that  no  lasting  prosperity  can  be  hased  upon  injustice  and  human 
misery.  Whether  we  look  to  the  wretched  slaves  ;  the  bankrupt  planters ;  or  their 
creditors,  the  merchants^  who  lend  out  their  money  upon  usury,  in  vain  sought  to  be 
wrung  out  of  the  tear?  and  blood  of  wretched  men ;  or  to  that  portion  of  the  British 
Army,  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  this  country,  forms  the  only  solid  support  of  a  system 
as  impolitic  as  it  is  unjust, — ^we  everywhere  behold  the  curse  of  an  avenging  God 
pressing  heavily  upon  the  abettors  of  this  slavish  tyranny,  which  is  without  its  equal 
in  atrocity  either  in  ancient  or  modem  times.  The  command  of  God  to  the  parents  of 
the  human  race,  to  replenish  the  earth  and  possess  it,  which  has  overcome  all  other 
preventive  checks  to  population,  disease,  misery,  and  vice,  is  yet  found  too  weak  to 
resist  the  overwhelming  evils  of  Colonial  Slavery.     The  ill-gotten  treasure  of  the 

planter  is  his  gang  of  slaves,  and  these  slaves  are  perishing  under  the  lash  of  their 

^— ^— 11  .— ^— ^— ^         ^i^^— ^— .^1— ^^—^^^^j^j— ^^.^^^-— .— .^»^.^— »»  ». 

.  *  Adam  Black,  Edinburgh ;  I^ngman  &  Co.,  London.r 


Slater}/,  Sabbath  Protection,  and  Church  Reform,  31 

shM't-Bighted  oppressors.  While  the  West  Indies  are  dispeopling  of  their  inhabitants^ 
their  fertile  soil  itself  is  stricken  with  an  increasing  barrenness, — ^the  necessary  effect 
of  slaye  cultivation.  Britain,  in  addition  to  a  new  load  of  guilt,  has  a  new  load  of 
taxes,  in  the  shape  of  bounties  and  preferences,  to  the  inhumanity  and  folly  of  em- 
ploying slave  instead  of  free  labour ;  and  its  commerce  is  restricted,  and  its  workmen 
unemployed,  in  order  that  the  planttirs  may  continue  to  extort  labour  by  the  cart- 
whip,  instead  of  paying  the  labourer  his  justly  merited  wages.  If  there  is  a  spot  in 
existence  (except  the  regions  of  eternal  punishment)  where  all  things  are  contrary  to 
the  mind  and  laws  of  God,  we  must  certainly  find  it  in  the  West  Indies,  where  pro- 
perty is  robbery;  labour,  tyrannous  exaction ^  law,  merciless  oppression;  governors, 
murderers  and  men<«tealer8 ;  and  where  all  things  are  conducted,  not  accarding  t»  th*^ 
maxims  of  a  wise  and  holy  Being,  but  according  to  the  deyieea  of  tlit- MsoKf  ^\mmm^ 
happiness, — the  envier,  in  his  own  abyss  of  misery,  of  wXk  piwyiiitj;  and  who,  tx  the- 
triumph  of  evil  over  good  in  ibe  West  ladfioi^  glii^»«kat  he  haa  still  unlimited  power 
in  one  comer  of  the  wortd,  thongj^  efWi  thcfc,  while  one  well-wisher  to  humanity 
remains  on  earthy  nalCter  \m  nmt  his  MKfacrents  can  hope  any  longer  to  keep  <  his 
goods  in  peaces*  ** 

The  most  interesting  section  of  Mr.  Douglas's  pamphlet,  at  the  present 
M«nrient,  is  that  which  treats  of  Sabbath  Protection,  one  of  the  most 
delicate  and  difficult  subjects  of  legislation.  No  friend  of  his  species  can 
wish  to  see  the  Sabbath  abolished.  Even  as  a  civil  institution,  the  bles- 
sings with  which  it  is  fraught  are  incalculable.  It  is  emphatically  "  The 
poor  man'e  day"  Instead  of  wishing  to  see  the  day  of  rest  curtailed 
or  abolished,  an  enlightened  philanthropist  would,  in  the  progress  of 
society,  rejoice  in  the  hope  that  the  human  race  may  redeem  more  time 
from  the  labour  necessary  to  the  mere  supply  of  their  physical  waiitsy  to 
set  apart  for  the  comprehensive  exercises  of  devotion,  and  the  cultivation 
of  their  moral  and  intellectual  powers.  There  is  therefore,  we  apprehend, 
little  or  no  real  difference  of  opinion  on  this  point.  The  jealousy  of  legisla- 
tive rnterference_arises  solely  from  the  evidently  unequal  application  of  any 
law  for  the  protection  of  the  Sabb^ith  to  the  rich  and  the  poor  ;  and  from 
the  certainty  that  its  penalties  must  fall  entirely  upon  the  latter  class. 
This  is  a  wholesome  jealousy  ;  but  if  we  accept  Mr.  Douglas's  interpreta- 
tion of  the  pbject  of  inquiry, — "  that  it  is  not  to  inquire  whether  men  are 
to  be  merry  or  not ;  but  whether  or  not  they  are  to  be  worked  to  death ;" 
the  question  is  much  narrowed,  placed  upon  a  fair  footing,  and  one 
deserving  the  attention  of  those  who,  under  a  mistaken  view,  have  been 
loudest  in  opposition.  To  enable  such  persons  to  revise  their  opinions, 
we  would  recommend  the  perusal  of  this  pamphlet.  They  may  already 
give  the  author,  and  those  who  go  along  with  him,  credit  for  good  inten- 
tions ;  but  the  extract  we  subjoin  claims  the  much  higher  merit  of  efi- 
lightened  benevolence. 

*^  But  the  rest  of  the  seventh  day  is  not  only  admirably  adapted  to  the  constitution 
of  the  human  mind,  but  is  necessarily  required  by  the  exigencies  of  an  advancing 
period  of  society.  In  the  early  ages,  men  have  abundance  of  holidays.  The  pastoral 
life,  during  fine  weather,  is  of  itself  one  holiday ;  but  the  more  society  advances,  and 
population  is  increased,  the  heavier  would  the  original  doom  of  labour  fall  upon  man, 
except  some  benevolent  and  positive  institution  interfered  to  alleviate  the  primeval 
curse.  There  is  a  rapid  declivity  in  human  affairs  to  evil  and  to  misery,  when  the 
supply  of  labour  begins  greatly  to  exceed  the  demand  for  it  This  is  the  condition  of 
•Id  states,  and  long  and  thickly  inhabited  countries,  under  those  institutions  which 
Christianity  has  introduced  or  fostered;  the  Old  World  did  not  labour  to  the  same 

extent  under  the  evils  of  over-population.     Slavery  was  the  disease  of  ancient  times, 

over.population  of  recent  ages.     We  have  given  freedom  to  the  mass  of  mankind,  but 

liave  not  ^veii  to  them  that  which  would  make  freedom  in  all  things  profitable^ 

Universal  Education.  When  the  remuneration  of  labour  begins  to  fall,  it  sinks  ra- 
pidly. The  evil  reproduces  and  multiplies  itself, — men  receiving  less  wages,  and  will- 
ing  to-  give  more  time^  are  ready  to  bring  more  labour  into  a  market  which  is  already 
overstocked.  It  is  a  great  gain  to  humanity  that  they  should  be  forbidden,  both  by 
religion  and  by  the  State,  to  bring  the  seventh  portion  of  their  labour  also  into  the 
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market,  and  thai  incmM  the  flut  to  the  utteniMMt.  It  is  a  mercy  to  the  workmen 
that  they  eamuM  work  uniiitertuptedly  daiinf  the  twenty-four  hoan^  otkerwiw 
manufMrtorcn,  without  the  aid  of  Ciive^  wand,  would  be  tranaformed  into  beaata  of 
burden^  or,  itill  lower,  into  mere  macliinei^  in  perpetual  motion ;  wliare  the  incemant 
actlTity  of  the  body  wouM  Ieaf«  the  mind  for  erer  unezerted,  in  a  state  of  ^nkmgfd 
childhood,  or  in  the  neig1i[bouriiood  of  idiocy  itsei£  But  the  bodj^s  natural  need  of 
rest  pterents  this  extreme  point  ftom  erer  being  reached,  though,  alas !  in  our  own 
country,  we  see  how  possible  it  is  to  allow  little  to  the  wants  of  the  liody,  and  nothing 
to.  the  requirementa  of  the  mind ;  and  how  a  nation,  with  the  highest  i«M-riw>«  of 
liberty,  and  the  loftiest  sentiments  of  penonal  independence,  flsay  yet  be  bringing  back 
the  mam  of  its  community,  at  once  by  its  neglfct  of  education,  and  by  the  oTer-care 
of  its  prorisional  enactments,  to  a  states  in  some  respects,  little  supoior  to  slavery 
itself. 

<*  The  Sabbath,  then,  is  not  only  a  religious  duty,  but  a  civil  privilege, — tlie  greatest 
privilege  which  the  majority  of  our  nation  poesem  ;— a  privilege  without  whkh  all 
other  privileges  would  be  rain ; — for,  at  tlus  moment,  it  is  the  great  barrier  against 
the  degradation  of  the  race ;  a  reserve,  in  spite  of  themselves,  of  the  liberty  of  the  conu 
munity,  wliicli,  if  left  unbcfriended  by  the  Legislature^  pressed  as  they  are  by  the  ap. 
proach  of  lambie^  and  beset  by  every  form  of  misery,  they  would  be  too  apt  to  barter 
away ;  tiiough  tliey  would  not  obtain  for  it  even  the  bribe  that  wrought  upon  F.iiau,  » 
an  additional  mess  of  pottage ;  since  the  more  labour  that  is  brought  into  the  maritet, 
the  harder  are  the  conditions  on  which  it  will  be  purchased. 

«  It  is  from  the  want  of  attending  to  this  distinction,  that  the  Sabbath  is  both  a 
religious  duty  and  a  dvil  privilege,  tliat  most  of  the  objections  against  Sabbath  pn>. 
tection  proceed.  As  fiir  as  it  is  a  religious  duty,  it  must  be  enforced  by  the  Pulpit, 
and  not  by  the  Laws.  Religion  is  a  voluntary  and  reasonable  service ;  men  cannot 
be  compelled  by  human  enactments  to  give  their  hearts  unto  God,  and  to  live  to  the 
great  ends  of  their  being ;  all  that  can  be  done,  is  to  propose  right  motives  for  this 
voluntary  surrender  of  their  homage  to  the  King  of  kings.  When  tlie  State  inter- 
feres  in  matters  of  religion,  its  interposition  is  l>oth  awkward  and  inefiectuaL  In 
such  matters,  we  neither  desire  nor  require  its  aid.  But  the  Sdbbath  is  a  civil  priri- 
lege,  and  so  &r  is  the  proper  object  of  State  protection.  It  is  simply  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  this  privilege  that  the  present  petition  prays. 

^  If  (he  constitution  of  Britain  were  to  l>e  judged  by  the  condition  of  the  working- 
claiies  who  sit  under  its  sliadow,  and  who  are  supposed  to  enjoy  iu  privileges,  tlie 
verdict  tliat  would  be  passed  upon  it  would  be  any  thing  but  favourable.  The  opera, 
tives  of  Britain  are  fast  sinking  into  a  condition  where  they  cannot  exist  without 
misery  to  themselves,  and  without  danger  to  those  around  them.  This  pro^ptHrtive 
danger,  however,  may  be  considered  as  a  public  advantage ;  it  is  in  vain  to  represent 
the  miserable  condition  of  any  number  of  individuals  to  ttie  ruling  powers,  their  at. 
Mention  is  too  much  taken  up  with  more  engrossing  subjects,  unless  it  can  be  sliewn 
that  the  calamity  of  others  will  at  last  affect  themselves.  An  immense  multitude  of 
human  creatures  who  liave  little  to  fear,  as  far  as  thi^  world  is  concerned,  because 
their  condition  has  nearly  reached  the  lo\vi«t  point  of  depression  ;  and  who,  unless 
the  sympathies  of  their  rulers  and  their  Miow^sulijects  are  awakened  towards  them, 
have  little  to  hope  for,  except  some  great  convulsion  of  society,  which  shall  entirely 
reverse  the  present  order  of  things,  is  an  element  of  futura  and  increasing  danger  in 
the  composition  of  our  society,  which  might  give  the  most  inconsiderate  a  thoughtful 
pause,  and  the  boldest  some  moments  of  uneasy  meditation.** 

The  concluding  part  of  this  pamphlet  (may  we  not  call  it  epistle  ?)  is 
dedicated  to  a  question  which  is  at  present  making  fast  head  in  Scotland 
-—Church  Reform.  Mr.  Douglas  notices  all  our  different  grades  and 
shades  of  Church  Reformers  in  introducing  what  he  calls  "  a  Petition  of 
Inquiry."  The  desertion  of  the  wealth  of  Scotland  to  the  fashionables, 
the  Episcopalian  Church ;  and  the  "  the  solitude  "  which,  from  this  and 
other  causes^  prevails  in  many  churches^  Mr.  IXouglas  notes  as  a  porten- 
tons  sign.  The  remedy  appears  to  him^ — giving  the  people  a  voice  iri 
the  choice  of  their  ministers ;  but  there  is  such  discordance  of  opinion 
on  this  subject,  that  the  petition  in  which  he  coincided  was  limited  to 
inquiry.  Mr.  Douglas  says^  that  "  it  would  almost  surpass  belief,  that 
a  Protestant  clergyman^  subsisting  on  the  residue  of  Popish  benefices, 
could  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  admit  that  church  property  is  public  pro- 
perty."   But  such  things  do  come  forth  every  day — ^not  to  astonish  us. 
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HERRERA,  EL  DIVIXO, 
No.  II. 

<<  El  docto  Herrera  yino, 
Uamado  de  aquel  Eto, 
Kon  meno6  que  divino 
Atributo  de  Apolo  a  Espana  uneyo/* 

Lopx  DE  Veqa.— Laurel  de  Apoio, 

Having,  in  a  former  paper,  rapidly  examined  Herrera's  minor  works, 
we  now  proceed,  although  with  no  Httle  anxiety,  to  exhibit  some  out- 
line of  the  noble  compositions  which,  in  our  deliberate  judgment,  entitle 
him  to  one  of  the  first  places  amongst  lyrical  poets.  We  have  already, 
in  a  few  words,  enumerated  the  qualities,  in  virtue  of  which  we  assign 
to  his  canciones  eroicos  the  palm  of  superiority  to  all  similar  produc^ 
tions.  It  will  have  been  observed,  that  we  do  not  compare  them  with 
Pindar's  fiery  dithyrambics,  or  with  the  masculine  and  graceful  odes  of 
Horace.  From  each  of  these  great  masters,  Herrera  has,  indeed,  appro- 
priated many  beauties ;  still  his  manner  widely  differs  from  theirs.  He 
combines,  as  we  have  previously  remarked,  their  vivid  transitions,  the 
pomp  and  variety  of  the  classical  imagery,  with  that  more  diffuse  me- 
lody and  tone  of  sentiment  which  the  Troubadour  spirit  gave,  on  the 
revival  of  letters,  to  the  Italian  canzone.  Thus,  from  the  mingled  har- 
monies of  two  great  modes  of  poetry,  he  was  the  first  to  compose  a 
third ;  which,  for  grave  and  exalted  subjects,  has  been  adopted  by  most 
of  his  successors.  With  these  alone  can  he  be  justly  compared ;  and 
we  repeat,  that  no  succeeding  poet  has  equalled  him  in  some  of  the  rarest 
properties  of  his  art. 

For  the  task  of  celebrating  lofty  actions,  of  h3rmning  great  victories^ 
or  uplifting  strains  of  powerful  lamentation. over  fallen  empires,  the  so- 
lemn and  ardent  temper  of  Herrera's  mind,  his  love  for  the  gorgeous  and* 
uncommon,  and  his  familiar  access  to  the  treasures  of  antique  learning, 
rendered  him  peculiarly  well-fitted.  But  circumstances  also  contributed 
to  qualify  him  for  this  high  ministry,  with  such  combination  and  energy 
as  rarely  meet  in  the  aptest  temperament.  Herrera  was  a  Spaniard.  To 
the  grave  and  haughty  character  of  his  countrymen,  nurtured  by  their 
long  and  chivalrous  warfare,  as  champions  of  Christianity  and  national 
independence,  with  the  Saracens ;  to  this  character,  which  tinges  the 
lightest  utterances  of  the  Castilian  muse,  was  now  added  the  pride  of 
undisputed  pre-eminence  over  all  the  nations  of  Europe ;  a  pride 
whereof  we  may  conceive  the  early  power,  on  observing  how  perti- 
naciously, even  to  the  present  day,  it  has  survived  the  decay  of  all 
that  authorized  its  former  claims.  Expressions  and  modes  of  thought^ 
which,  in  our  times,  might  appear  inflated  or  extravagant,  were,  to 
a  Spaniard  of  the  era  of  Charles  V.,*  no  more  than  the  literal  truth. 
It  was  an  era  marked  by  great  and  exciting  events,. and  abounding  in 
picturesque  details  of  life  and  character.  Society  was  even  then  passing 
from  the  disturbed  reign  of  violence  to  the  comparative  repose  of  legal 
union ;  and  retained  a  strong  cast  of  its  former  rudeness,  and  of  the 
splendid  disorders  inherited  from  the  chivalrous  and  feudal  times.    In 


*  We  prefer  g\\\ng  Mm  the  imperial  litle^  by  which  he  ia  best  known. 
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Spain,  the  recent  subjugation  of  the  Moon,  and  the  poHture  of  that 
kingdom  as  the  bulwark  and  right  hand  of  ChriBtendom,  tended  to  give 
a  peculiar  and  decided  bent  to  the  national  character,  at  a  time  when 
Europe  stood  watching  with  dismay  the  rapid  advances  of  the  Turkish 
power.  Thus,  to  the  expansion  of  mind,  borrowed  from  the  contempla. 
tion  of  colossal  events ;  to  the  culture  won  from  the  masters  of  profane 
learning ;  to  the  dignity  conferred  by  the  proud  title  of  Spaniard — an- 
other elevating  impulse  united  itself,  and  raised  Herrera  to  the  vocation 
of  a  Christian  poet.  To  this  eminent  feature  of  his  calling,  the  men- 
tion whereof  we  have  designedly  postponed  untU  now,  much  of  the  pecn* 
liar  novelty  and  splendour  of  Herrera's  odes  is  attributable.  He  felt 
that,  for  the  commemoration  of  struggles  with,  or  triumphs  over  the  In- 
fidels, he  might  seek  a  fountain  of  inspiration  purer  than  the  Helic4>n  of 
classical  song.  In  his  finest  strains  of  rejoicing  or  lament,  he  has  taken 
for  his  guide  the  splendid  poetry  of  the  sacred  writings,  and  has  repro- 
duced their  tones  of  denunciation  or  triumph  with  unequalled  felicity, 
inferior  in  elevation  to  the  sublime  originals  alone.  The  sonorous  flow 
of  the  Spanish  language,  and  the  oriental  character  pervading  its  forma 
of  thought  and  expression,  render  it  a  peculiarly  fit  vehicle  for  thia 
imposing  style  ;  in  the  adoption  of  which  no  poet  of  later  times  has  ap- 
proached the  majestic  solemnity  of  our  author. 

The  question,  how  shall  we  best  succeed  in  the  attempt  to  exhibit  these 
master-pieces  of  Herrera's  graves  camttnif,  has  been  weiglied,  not  with- 
out embarassment.  After  some  hesitation,  we  have  decided  to  present 
his  second  Ode  on  the  Victory  of  Lepanto,*  the  finest,  perhaps,  of  the 
three  composed  on  this  celebrated  occasion,  entire.  ^Ve  offer  no  apo- 
logy for  the  length  the  translation  occupies.  To  display  in  fragments  a 
work  of  art,  the  completeness  of  which,  as  a  vchole,  forms  one  of  its  rare 
beauties,  would  have  been  unjust  to  the  poet,  and,  we  trust,  undesired 
by  our  readers. 

But  first,  let  us  endeavour  to  transport  ourselves,  for  a  moment,  to 
the  period  at  which  Herrera  sang ;  for  without  a  full  regard  to  the  im- 
port and  circumstances  of  the  event  he  was  to  celebrate,  we  shall  form 
no  just  opinion  of  his  desert,  nor  even  attain  to  a  clear  intelligence  of 
his  meaning. 

Throughout  the  sixteenth  century,  the  Turkish  empire,  the  name 
whereof  was  then  a  sound  as  terrible  as  it  is  now  contemned,  seemed 
marching  on  to  universal  conquest,  over  the  crumbling  barriers  of  Catho- 
lic Europe.  The  fall  of  Moldavia  in  1514,  of  Syria,  Palestine,  and  Egypt 
in  1517,  before  Selim  I.,  were  almost  forgotten  in  the  terror  caused  by 
his  successor,  Sullman  II. ;  who,  from  the  victorious  siege  of  Belgrade,f 
pressed  forwards,  unresisted,  into  the  imperial  states,  and  pitched  his 
tents,  in  1529,  at  the  very  gates  of  Vienna.  In  1540,  the  battle  of  Mo- 
haez,  in  which  Louis  lost  his  kingdom  and  his  life,  virtually  added  Hun. 
gary  to  the  Mahomedan  conquests.    In  the  south,  their  inroads  had 


•  Few  will  require  to  be  reminded,  that  this  naval  victory,  which  succeeded,  hut 
did  not  repair  the  disastrous  war  of  Cyprus,  was  won  by  the  fleen  of  Spain,  Venice, 
and  the  Papal  See,  ovet  the  Turkish  armament,  off  Lepanto,  on  the  8th  October, 
1571.  The  Christian  forces  were  conmianded  in  chief  by  Don  John  of  Austria,  a 
natural  sou  of  Charles  V.  They  were  inferior  in  numbers  to  the  enemy,  but  their 
success  was  decisive.  The  Turkish  admiral  was  taken  prisoner,  and  6000  Christian 
captives  freed  from  the  Ottoman  fallies. 

t  In  1621. 
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been  equally  ewift  and  appalHng.  From  Venice  had  been  wrested  the 
Morea  ;*  Rhodes  had  been  torn  from  the  Knights  of  St.  John  ;f  and  at  last 
Cyprusit  f ell^  after  a  bloody  contest*  On  all  sides^  the  ramparta  of  Christen* 
tea  weottt  tattwing  b^Knre  thia  terrible  foe,  whom  the  Princes  of  Europe 
appeared-  in  fitde  eonditien  to  resist.  The  rdigious  disputes  consequent 
upon  the  Reformation,  had  thrown  the  torch  of  discord  amongst  tiiem. 
Under  the  feeble  rule  of  Ferdinand  and  Maximilian,  ||  the  structure  of 
Imperial  dominion  consolidated  by  Charles  V.  seemed  already  dissolyed. 
France,  under  Francis  the  II.,  was  harrassed  by  the  turbulent  Guises, 
and  bleeding  from  the  persecution  directed  against  the  Huguenots.  Spain 
was,  likewise,  enfeebled  by  the  servile  war,  which  terminated  in  the  bar- 
barous and  impolitic  expulsion  of  the  Moriscoes ;  while  the  memorable 
struggle  was  just  arising  in  the  Netherlands,  to  run  its  terrible  career 
of  sixty.eight  years'  incessant  hostilities.  Yet  Spain  alone,  if  we  except 
Venice,  which  already  had  begun  to  decline,  appeared  sufficiently  daring 
or  powerful  to  shew  front  to  the  Mahometans  ;  and  they  were  fighting 
fls  if  for  existence. 

Behold,  now,  what  trouble  and  faintness  of  heart  comes  over  the  West, 
at  the  mention  of  the  name  of  Mahomet !  The  atmosphere  is  ominous, 
and  heavy  with  menaces  of  danger ;  all  eyes  are  anxiously  turned  to  see 
in  what  direction  it  shall  next  appear.  At  this  moment,  while  the  ruins 
of  Cyprus  are  yet  smoking,  a  vast  armament  is  launched  on  the  waters 
of  the  Bosphorus.  The  Christians,  in  haste  and  alarm,  assemble  an  op- 
posing fleet ;  every  resource  is  strained  to  the  utmost ;  a  son  of  the  Im- 
perial house  leads  the  allied  Armada ;  still,  in  numbers  the  advantage  is 
greatly  on  the  side  of  the  Infidels.  The  hope  of  victory,  then,  is  faint ; 
the  consequences  of  defeat  will  be  disastrous ;  in  fear  and  trembling, 
Europe  awaits  the  shock.  Who  can  say  how  much  of  her  future  desti- 
nies may  depend  on  the  cast  of  this  single  die  ?  Who  can  number  the 
myriad  hearts  now  throbbing  in  expectation  of  the  event  ? — Hark  !  it 
is  the  Christian's  shout  of  triumph  !  The  Cross  has  prevailed — ^the  bur. 
den  of  Europe  is  taken  away  !  Now,  let  us  hear  the  Spanish  poet  uplift 
his  song  of  exultation :— * 

*■  CantenKM  al  Scnor  que  en  U  Uanura,"  Ac. 

Sivo  to  the  Lord  !  that  on  the  ample  field 

Of  Ocean  smote  the  Thracian's  haughty  band  ! 

ThoQ  God  of  Battles  I     Tboa  art  our  right  hand, 

Our  glory,  and  our  shield  I 

The  marshalled  forces,  the  obdnrate  frown 

Of  the  fierce  warrior,  Pharaoh,  hast  thou  crushed ; 

Above  his  chosen  men  and  captains  mshed 

The  whelming  waves*  abyss  :— «nd  they  went  doviii, 

Like  pebbles,  to  the  deep  1— .Thy  sudden  ire 

Scorched  them,  as  withered  reeds  devoured  by  fire  I 

The  haughty  Tyrant^  in  his  pride  upheld 

By  the  vast  bulwarks  of  his  armed  decks,—. 

Where  our  sad  brethren  bowed  their  captive  necks, 

And  plied  their  hands,  compelled 

To  the  vile  servlee  of  their  wretched  state — 

With  violent  arms,  from  many  a  mountain*s  brow, 

Uprooted  cedars  of  the  stateliest  bough. 

And  the  fiiir  tree  that  towers  supreme  in  height,— 


•  In  1600.  t  1*22.       .     t  1»  1568. 

))  This  Emperor  was  glad  to  purchase  an  eight  years*  truce  with  the  Turks,  by  im- 
portant concessions. 
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Drinking  itnnge  wat«n  t    and  in  daring  guise 
Approaching,  prwaed  onr  warded  boundarica. 

Then  ihook  the  feebler  eUtM,  in  dumh  amaxe 
At  hia  blacpheming  wrath.     He  reared  hie  hom» 
Loid,  against  thee  I  and  with  a  heart  of  Komy 
And  fierce,  audacioui  gaze, 
Waying  in  air  hia  maU-clad  arms  around, 
In  pride  of  power  he  shoolc  hia  haughty  creit  r 
WhUe  burning  fury  kindled  in  hie  breaat, 
Againat  the  twin  Heeperiae,  ocean-bound : — 
For  that,  in  holy  trust,  his  rage  they  dare, 
And  loye  and  Aith  in  thee  for  armour  wear. 

Aloud  this  insolent  disdainer  said — 

«  Know  not  these  lands  mine  indignation's  blaae^ 

Nor  the  bright  prowess  of  my  father^s  days  ? 

Or  could  their  courage  aid 

The  scared  Hungarian,  on  the  battle  plain*^ 

Dalmatians  warriors — Rhodes,  her  knightly  bands  ? 

Who  succoured  these  ?  or  from  their  iron  hands 

Redeemed  the  men  of  Austria  or  Almain  ? 

Will  now  their  God,  thus  late,  perchance,  appear 

To  shield  them  from  my  victory's  red  career  i* 

*'  See  his  lored  Rome  in  humbled  terror  lie, 

To  bitter  tears  her  anthems  consecrate. 

And,  with  her  mourning  sons  my  wrath  await. 

To  yield  the  strife— and  die. 

Intestine  rancour  shakes  the  strength  of  Gaul  ; 

Alid  they  who  bow  the  crescent  flag  beneath, 

In  Spain,  are  breathing  threats  of  hideous  death. 

Abroad,  the  warrior  nations,  one  and  all, 

Intent  on  self-defence,  are  busied  still— 

Or,  come  they  forth,  what  power  can  work  me  ill  ? 

*'  The  mighty  cities  to  my  mandates  bow. 

Beneath  my  yoke  in  helpless  ruin  laid. 

And  &in,  to  save  themselves,  my  projects  aid. 

Vain  is  their  valour  now, 

Their  sinking  lights  in  gra;Iual  darkness  wane  ; 

To  coming  death  their  men  of  might  decline; 

Their  fairest  virgins  in  nty  fetters  pine  : — 

Fled  is  their  glory  to  my  sceptre's  reign. 

From  Nile  to  rich  Euphrate,  and  Danube  cold. 

All  the  high  Sun  surveys,  I  claim  and  hold !  ^ 

Thou,  Lord  !  who  wilt  not  yield  Thy  glory's  crown 

To  him  that  vaunts^  presuming  in  his  might, 

Predominant  in  rage,  and  vain  despite. 

On  this- proud  boaster  frown, 

Whose  prosperous  guilt  would  stain  Thine  altars  hoar ! 

Permit  not  him  Thy  servants'  hope  to  slay, 

And  with  their  corses  glut  his  beasts  of  prey, 

Or  let  his  hatred  revel  in  their  gore  I 

Whom  now  he  taunts— ^exclaiming,  "  Where  abides 

This  people's  God,  that  still  his  face  be  hides?" 

By  the  bright  merits  of  Thy  name  adored ; 

By  the  just  vengeance  for  Thine  own,  oppressed ; 

By  the  continual  groans  of  these  distressed. 

Thine  arm  outotretch,  O  Lord» 

'Gainst  him  whose  hate  the  name  of  man  denied  ! 

Assert  Thy  sacred  majesty,  and  thrice, 

Yea,  with  a  fourfold  bitterness,  chastise 

Thine  enemy,  in  his  outrageous  pride ; 

And  let  his  insults,  to  Thy  name's  renown, 

Become  the  &tal  snare  to  cast  him  down  I 
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The  strong  hlasphemer,  Thine  inveterate  ibe, 
Upraised  his  head :  to  work  us  sudden  wrong, 
His  council  caUed :  and  deep  debate,  and  long, 
Deyiaed  the  threatening  blow. 
*^  Arm  we,"  they  said,  '^  and  o*er  the  wary  deep 
Pour  forth  their  slaughter  in  a  purple  lake ; 
Thus  will  our  might  their  martial  numbers  break, 
.And  blot  the  name  of  Christ,  whose  law  they  keep : 
Then  will  we  part  the  spoil,  and,  as  they  lie. 
With  sated  eyes,  exult  to  see  them  die.*' 

From  Asia,  then,  and  mystic  Egypt,  hied 
The  Arab  hoets,  and  Afric  squadrons  light ; 
To  whom  from  Greece  ill-mated  troops  unite ;— • 
With  mantling  necksof^ride, 
impetuous  power,  and  numbers  like  the  sands, 
All  hotly  threatening,  on  their  warlike  way. 
To  scorch  our  boundaries  with  fire,  and  slay 
Our  brayest  striplings  with  their  steely  brands ; 
<And  seize  our  infiints,  and  our  virgins  bright, 
To  stain  the  glory  of  their  maiden  light. 

The  breast  of  Ocean  groaned  with  tlieir  display : 
The  Earth  stood  mute,  and  trembled  to  behold; 
Even  of  our  valiant  men,  the  hearU  grew  cold 
With  dubious,  still  dismay  I 
Till  to  the  impious  Moslem's  yellow  swarms, 
The  Lord  our  God,  designing  strange  disgrace, 
Chose  Him  the  youth  of  Austria's  Mgh.bom  race. 
With  the  bright  Spaniards,  terrible  in  arms  »-— 
For  that  He  suffered  not  His  Zion's  flower 
Should  pine,  in  bondage  still,  to  Babel's  power. 

As  Lions,  roused  while  mangling  of  their  prey. 

With  stem  resolve,  await  that  impious  horde 

The  host,  whose  shield  of  power  art  Thou,  O  Lord ! 

Their  courage,  and  their  stay  1 

Fearless  of  heart,  in  faith  and  ardour  strong. 

With  holy  gladness  confident,  they  rose : 

Their  squadrons  for  the  fight  didst  Thou  dispose^ 

And  pour  imwonted  strength  their  nerves  along. 

Like  bows  with  iron  bound :  Thy  armed  hand 

Waved  in  their  battle's  van  the  flaming  brand  I 

T*he  mighty  saw— and  shook !  in  panic  fright, 
Yielded  the  strong,  and  trembled,  and  were  slain ; 
Thou,  God,  did'st  yield  them,  like  the  whirling  vane. 
Or  as  the  stubble  light, 

Swept  by  fierce  winds,  to  blind  despair  and  divad. 
Till  thousands  shrank  from  one,  in  faint  amaze ; 
Like  wild-fire  in  the  fbrests,  when  a  blaze 
Streams  rushing  o*er  the  mountain's  leafy  head. 
The  whirlwind  of  thy  wrath  amidst  them  came,* 
And  changed  their  vaunting  confidence  to  shame ! 

The  cruel  dragon  hast  thou  scotched  I  the  wings 
Of  terror  severed  from  his  shoulders  maimed ; 
Hast  lopped  the  deadly  arms,  till  now  untamsd  ;— 
With  hollow  bellowings, 
Now  to  his  den  he  creeps ;  and  hissing,  laid 
'Midst  venomous  snakes,  conceals  his  trembling  head. 
His  panting  entrails  swol'n  with  hideous  dread. 
By  Thy  bold  LioiCt  valorous  feats  dismayed  ; — 
Who,  issuing  forth  from  Spain,  at  one  deep  roar, 
Hath  cast  him,  stunned  and  dizzy,  on  the  shore ! 

Lol  the  bright  hero,  with  submissive  mien, 
And  humbled  eyes,  his  triumph  lays  aside, 
And  Thou,  alone,  0  Lord !  wert  glorified  I 
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For  this  cUfcftt  hatk  bwn 

Thy  day  of  wntb,  grcot  SoTerrifn  KiAf  of  Wort 

Upon  the  gtahbom  Mck  and  lofty  heod ; 

Upon  the  gorfeom  cedan  widdy  ipreod; 

Upon  the  giant  hills  that  loar  afar; 

Upon  the  walla,  and  towen,  and  naTiee  etrong 

Of  TyT%  that  griervd  thy  choeen  people  long. 

Egypt  and  Babylon,  affrighted  pair. 

Shall  me  the  ipear,  and  conflagration  fierce; 

High  at  Heayen*e  light  the  rising  smoke  shall  pierce 

In  oomfbrtlets  despair, 

And  trouble  lone^  their  ftces  strewed  with  dust, 

Thy  foes  the  swift  disaster  shall  lament ! 

But  thon,  O  Greece !  accomplice  in  intent 

With  Egypt,  and  the  glory  of  her  tnist, — 

That  wear*st  a  seeming  grief,  oblirious  all 

Of  God,— ^or  watchful  to  redeem  thy  fall  ;— 

Ungrateful  I  wherefore  make  thy  daughten  gay 

To  llye^  the  harlots  of  an  impious  race, 

That  &in  would  blight  the  fruits  of  their  disgrace  ? 

Why  hast  thou  wiped  away 

Thy  team,  and  learned  their  hateful  steps  to  tread, 

To  share  their  odious  life,  their  present  ill  ? 

God  in  thy  death  his  rengeance  shall  fulfil ; 

And  when  His  sword  of  wrath,  with  judgment  red, 

Falls  on  thy  Ated  neck,  who,  wretched  land, 

Shall  then  restrain  the  fury  of  His  hand  ? 

But  thou,  exalted  Tyre !  the  ocean^s  star. 
That  in  thy  fleets  Tainglorious  had^t  delifrht. 

And  didst  the  world^s  remotest  bounds  affright, 

And,  when  declaring  war, 

Couldst,  at  a  breath,  encompass  earth  with  fears, — 

How  art  thou  fhllen  fh>m  thy  haughty  state  I 

Who  thought  to  see  thy  brow  thus  draolate  ? 

For  God,  to  torn  thine  arrogance  to  tears, 

And  cast  to  earth  thy  mighty  and  renowned. 

Has  thus  with  countless  deaths  thy  ruin  crowned. 

Mourn,  naries  of  the  deep !  dispersed  and  fled, 
Your  rain  contempt  and  expectation  fail  !— 
But  who  will  sorrow  o*er  thy  dismal  tale. 
Thou,  by  the  crescent  led. 
Adulterous  Asia,  sink  of  hateful  crimes  ? 
Who  will  deplore  thee  ?  for  thy  suffering  lot, 
Who  intercede  P  God^s  wrath  is  kindled  hot 
Against  thy  rage  and  pride !  Fixnn  ancient  times^ 
Thy  long  inveterate  sin,  and  fickle  mood, 
Arise,  InToking  rengeance  on  thy  blood ! 

And  they  who  saw  thine  armies  cast  away, 

And  ocean  rolling,  shipless,  where  of  late 

Thy  navies  vexed  his  billows  with  their  weight. 

And  watch  thy  dim  decay. 

Shall  ask,  amazed  at  havoc  past  belief, 

«  Who  hath  prevaUed,  Earth's  terror  thus  to  smite  ?" 

The  Lord  1  who  showed  assurance  at  his  might. 

By  the  true  valour  of  His  Christian  chief; 

And,  fbr  the  glory  of  His  name  on  high, 

Gave  to  his  chosen  Spain  the  victory ! 

Now,  God  Almighty,  be  Thy  greatness  praised  ! 
That,  after  years  in  toU  and  suffering  spent, 
Our  many  sins,  our  bitter  chastisement. 
At  length,  Thine  arm  upraised. 
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Has  quelled  Thine  ancient  foe*8  obdurate  pride! 

Let  Thine  elect  Thy  holy  name  adore, 

And  all  the  wide  empyrean  circles  o'er 

Confess  Thy  praise,  O,  God !  our  Light  and  Guide ! 

While  they  who  reared  rebellious  heads  expire. 

Condemned  to  flames  of  unrelenting  fire ! 

We  have  little  fear  that  many  of  our  readers,  after  accompanying  us 
to  the  close  of  this  noble  composition,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  disadvan. 
tages  inseparable  from  the  change  to  a  foreign  language^  will  dissent 
from  the  estimate  we  have  formed  of  Herrera's  genius.  The  inevitable 
remoteness  of  a  translation^  in  which  all  peculiar  happiness  of  idiom, 
and  the  organ-toned  melody  of  the  Castilian  numbers,  must  escape,  even 
from  the  most  skilful  interpreter, — ^this  will  not  have  effaced  those  es- 
sential beauties  of  the  poem,  which  are  independent  of  its  original  dress : 
it  will  not  have  obscured  the  grand  outline  of  the  conception,  nor  the 
impressive  power  with  which  it  is  moulded.  Through  all  the  disadvan- 
tages of  this  distance,  we  can  stiU  follow  the  career  of  the  poet,  whose 
wing  never  flags  for  an  instant  in  his  majestic  flight.  But  it  is  no  mo- 
notonous course ;  the  richest  variety  sustains  the  vigour  of  his  progress  : 
changing  from  the  exultation  of  thanksgiving,  to  the  pomp  of  sublime 
description ;  now  assuming  the  severe  and  compressed  tone  of  narrative^ 
now  pouring  forth  the  supplications  of  reiterated  entreaty,  now  utter- 
ing the  solemn  language  of  denunciation  and  prophecy.  The  mighty 
drama  is  acted  before  our  eyes ;  the  bold  changes  of  personification  and 
place,  impart  to  each  scene  the  distinctness  of  instant  action ;  the  pas- 
sions and  interests  of  the  vast  spectacle  are  clothed  with  energy  and 
life.  All,  however,  (if  we  may  be  permitted  to  employ  the  figure,)  moves 
in  an  atmosphere  of  epic  solemnity,  which  invests  every  creation  with  a 
certain  grave,  if  not  tranquil,  character.  This  property  of  Hererra's  ge- 
nius, which  no  ardour  of  inspiration,  no  grasp  of  the  loftiest  times,  can 
supply,  peculiarly  entitles  his  compositions  to  the  praise  of  true  sublimity. 
Thus  his  march,  although  rapid,  is  never  hurried ;  his  accents,  with  all 
their  energy,  are  not  violent ;  and  his  apostrophes  have  none  of  the  hot 
impetuosity  which  inferior  lyrical  poets  have  often  mistaken  for  gran. 
deur.  His  eye  was  too  constantly  uplifted  to  catch  the  passionate  motions 
which  disturb  the  clearness  of  a  vision  levelled  upon  the  common  hori- 
zon of  earth :  and  at  the  height  from  whence  he  sang,  the  sounds  of 
wrath  and  afiiiction  are  heard,  in  tones  softened  and  purified  by  dis- 
tance. The  elevation  which  commands  an  expanded  prospect,  has  also 
the  property  of  effacing  its  meaner  features. 

The  specimens  of  Herrera's  poems  which  we  have  been  enabled  to 
afford,  will,  we  conceive,  have  shewn  that  he  is  a  poet  of  vast  and  gor- 
geous imagination,  rather  than  of  peculiarly  vivid  sensibility.  His  muse 
most  willingly  conversed  with  the  rich  mythology  and  stately  forms  of 
the  past,  or  with  events,  the  grandeur  of  which  usurps  the  dignity  of 
Time.  The  natural  impulse  of  his  mind  was  towards  the  heroic  and  the 
remote :  in  order  to  contemplate  his  subject,  he  throws  it  to  a  distance, 
and  regards  it  unincumbered  by  trifling  details.  Hence  arises  that 
breadth  of  outline  in  his  greater  works,  which  distinguishes  them  above 
all  similar  productions ;  and  hence  also  proceeds  his  deficiency  in  the 
delicacies  of  sentiment,  which  alone  places  him  so  far  below  the  master 
whom  he  professed  to  copy  throughout  his  amatory  poems.  He  loves  to 
clothe  his  ideas  with  a  prodigality  of  ornament,  beneath  which  they  are 
at  times  ohscured  ;  and,  for  this  reason,  his  works  cannot  be  adequately 
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regarded  in  fragments,  but  should  be  contemplated  in  their  intenseneas  ; 
when  they  appear  like  a  stately  minster,  the  profuse  tracery  of  wfaick 
only  serves  to  enhance  the  majesty  of  its  proportions.  The  mind  is  then 
filled  with  the  greatness  of  liis  conceptions,  and  is  borne  amidst  the 
robed  visions  of  antiquity,  or  beholds,  in  far  perspective,  the  triumphs 
and  destinies  of  coming  ages.  But  this  exciting  career  is  neither  con- 
fused nor  abrupt ;  for  the  guide  moves  with  a  placid  and  assured  mien 
amidst  the  shadows  which  he  loved  to  invoke,  and  to  which  he  is  now 
united  for  ever ! 

A  characteristic  of  Herrera's  manner,  which,  indeed,  is  more  or  lees 
peculiar  to  the  Castilian  poets,  is  his  use  of  direct  conversion,  in  place 
of  metaphor.  The  most  accidental  point  of  resemblance  is  sufficient 
•ccasion  to  him  for  replacing  the  object  he  describes,  by  that  which  his 
fancy  has  suggested.  A  fulness  of  imagination,  which,  in  its  more  legi« 
timate  exercise,  would  command  applause,  is  thus  in  danger  of  bein^ 
overlooked,  or  even  censured,  as  the  offspring  of  a  perverse  ingenuity* 
In  his  minor  poems  this  peculiarity  is  most  conspicuous.  For  the  saks 
of  the  slightest  analogy,  he  seizes  upon  an  image,  however  dissimilar  to 
the  object  he  wishes  to  represent,  and  employs  it  in  every  sense  proper 
to  the  original  thus  represented,  indifferent  to  the  discrepancies  which 
this  process  of  substitution  discovers.  Nay,  he  appears  to  delight  in 
them,  as  affording  occasion  for  verbal  antithesis  and  cross-meanings, 
without  end.  We  know  how  hard  it  is  to  arraign  a  privilege  which* 
when  exercised  within  certain  limits,  is  one  of  the  wings  of  poetical  ex. 
pression ;  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  define  the  point  at  which  fair  poeti. 
cal  liberty  gives  place  to  license.  It  were  lamentable,  indeed,  if  the 
bard's  imagination  were  to  be  fettered  at  the  will  of  prosaic  readers,  or 
dull  critics ;  still  there  are  canons  which  the  love  of  nature  and  poetry 
cannot  allow  to  be  infringed.  The  figures,  however  startling,  which  are 
struck  out  in  a  moment  of  warmth  and  eagerness,  while  the  poet's  eye 
is  darting  forth  on  all  sides  to  discover  some  vivid  representation  of  s 
picture  with  which  his  fancy  is  teeming, — these,  however  remote,  we 
qan  allow  and  admire.  But  our  indulgence  does  not  extend  to  tlie  frigid 
efforts  of  mere  ingenuity,  taxed  for  the  invention  of  incolierent  and 
whimsical  similitudes  ;  and  we  cannot  exempt  llerrera  from  tliis  censure* 
which  visits,  with  allowed  severity,  the  concetti  of  his  countryman.  Ton- 
gora,  and  the  followers  of  the  so-called  Eatilo  culto* 

Our  author  has  been  reproached  by  his  countrymen,  with  harshness  ia 
the  structure  of  his  versification,  and  an  affected  use  of  verbal  in  nova* 
tions.  These  are  points  which  a  foreign  critic  cannot  handle  without 
presumption.  We  must  confess,  that  we  find  it  difficult  to  believe  in  the 
positive  truth  of  the  former  of  these  accusations ;  although  many  of  the 
Castilian  poets  have,  undoubtedly,  carried  the  melody  of  their  language 
to  a  more  exquisite  degree  of  perfection.  As  to  the  charge  of  introduc 
Ingnew  expressions,  he  is  defended  by  some  critical  authorities,  as  vigo. 
rously  as  he  is  assailed  by  others.  Non  nostrum  ttintaa  componere  iites. 
The  objection,  if  proved,  appears  to  us  of  little  importance. 

With  the  largest  deduction  for  all  his  imputed  and  real  faults,  Her- 
rera  must  retain,  undisturbed  by  the  attacks  of  time  or  critical  enmity, 
the  veneration  due  to  a  high  and  genuine  poet.  That  he  cultivated,  with 
unremitting  devotion,  his  eminent  natural  endowments,  is  apparent  from 
an  examination  of  his  writings,  as  well  as  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  tes- 
timony  of  his  contemporaries : — and  if  we  have  cause  to  regret  that  the 
pursuit  of  foreign  excellence  should  have  too  frequently  seduced  him. 
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from  the  happier  exercise  of  bis  powers^  the  value  of  his  most  excellent 
productions  is  perhaps  enhanced  hy  their  comparative  rarity.  It  would 
be  unreasonable  to  complain  that  a  poet's  remains  are  not  all  master- 
pieces. Who^  as  Lord  Byron  pointedly  asks^  would  have  a  midnight  all 
stars? 

Amongst  Herrera's  greatest  works^  after  the  Odes  on  the  Victory  of 
Lepanto^  if  not  before  them,  must  be  placed  his  Cancion  for  the  loss  of 
the  Portuguese  axmy,  and  their  king  Sebastian  at  Aleazar.  This  lament^ 
of  surpassing  majesty  and  sadness^  we  had  intended  to  introduce  to  our  ' 
readers.  A  version  may  perhaps  be  admitted  in  some  future  number  of 
this  magazine.  As  a  single  specimen  in  which,  of  all  his  Odes,  the  au. 
thor  has  most  expressly  imitated  the  sublimity  of  the  Hebrew  poetry, 
we  should  have  selected  it ;  had  not  some  of  the  stanzas,  rendered  by  the 
chief  of  England's  female  lyrists,  already  appeared  in  the  pages  of  a 
contemporary ;  we  were  therefore  induced  to  prefer  a  composition  which, 
we  believe,  has  not  previously  been  translated.  A  natural  reluctance  to 
contrast  any  version  we  could  offer,  with  the  beautiful  fragments  in 
question,  (which,  nevertheless,  we  should  not  feel  ourselves  justified  in 
appropriating,)  also  contributed  to  influence  our  deciBion. 

But  we  fear  that  no  example  we  could  produce  would  persuade  those 
who  will  refuse  their  approbation  to  our  poet,  on  behalf  of  what  we  have 
Attempted,  however  inadequately,  to  exhibit.  Their  number,  we  hope, 
will  not  be  considerable ;  and  we  confidently  trust  that  many  will  be 
induced,  by  the  foregoing  representations,  to  visit  for  themselves  the 
pages  of  this  great  writer ;  in  the  assurance  that  their  research  will  be 
rewarded  with  delight,  and  that  it  will  add  no  scanty  stream  to  the  foun- 
tains of  poetry  from  which  they  have  hitherto  drawn  strength  and  re- 
freshment. To  those  who  seek  from  literature  a  mere  pastime,  or  what 
are  empirically  termed,  practical  results,  we  should  not  recommend  the 
search  :  it  would  be  alike  unproductive  to  both.  Our  poet  sing^  to  a 
class  who  entertain  a  different  appreciation  of  the  objects  and  worth  of 
his  divine  art ; — the  purifier — the  universal — the  eternal ! 
.  There  exist,  we  believe,  but  three  editions  of  Herrera's  j)oems ;  the 
^rst,  published  at  Seville  in  1582,  a  delicious  old  quarto ;  a  second,  edited 
by  Facheco  in  1619,  which  we  have  not  seen  ;  and  the  modern  edition, 
by  Fernandez,  which  appeared  at  Madrid  in  1786 ;  forming  the  5th  and 
6th  volumes  of  his  Foesias  Castelianas.  Some  of  Herrera's  poems  are 
also  to  be  found  in  the  Pamaso  E$panol ;  but  the  selection  omits  many 
o£  his  finest  productions. 

V 
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It  has  just  been  reported  as  a  special  joke,  that  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  representation  of  a  neighbouring  Transforthian  County,  did,  on  a  late 
occasion,  when  trying  his  sweet  voice  upon  certain  sticklers  for  the  "  pro- 
tection" of  agriculture,  gravely  announce,  that  although  he  might  depart 
from  the  present  law,  he  would  never  consent  to  the  destruction  of  the  Bri- 
tish farmer;  but  was  willing,  by  way  of  a  liberal  compromise  with  the  manu- 
facturer, to  try  a  permanent  duty  of  18s.  or  19s.  per  quarter  of  wheat ! 
Hopeless  as  would  seem  the  ignorance  and  the  folly  which  could  suck  in 
a  piece  of  drivelling  and  greedy  idiotism  like  this,  we  yet  not  only  believe 
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the  occurrence  a  probable  one^  but  are  convinced  that  the  great  majo. 
rity  of  thoM  agriculturists  who  still  shudder  at  the  idea  of  *'  a  tamper, 
ing  with  the  Com  Laws,"  are,  to  this  moment,  prepared  to  asseverate,  that 
without  protection  to  some  such  amount,  they  would  be  inevitably  ruin- 
ed. One  argument  alone  is  fitted  to  enter  the  brains  of  such  people,  and 
it  is  this :  The  attempt  to  exaggerate  the  degree  of  "  required  protection'* 
Juet  exaggerates  in  the  public  eye  the  evil  of  that  protection.  Who  can  be 
ignorant  that  the  oppression  of  which  the  starving  condition  and  degrad- 
ed character  of  our  people  have  so  long  emphatically  complained,  is  just 
that  we  are  debarred  from  obtaining  comparatively  cheap  food  ?  Tell 
lis  that  the  agriculturists  require,  for  the  upholding  of  present  prices^  a 
permanent  duty  of  188.  or  198.,  and  what  is  it  but  this, — ^that  except  for 
landlords,  and  the  landlord's  monopoly,  we  could  get  our  food  the  cheap* 
er  by  so  enormous  an  annual  sum  P  What  is  it,  when  they  add,  in  argu- 
ment, even  one  shilling  to  the  actual  difference  of  home  and  continental 
prices,  but  the  adding  of  an  additional  amount  of  incitement  to  the  popu. 
lation  opposed  to  them  ?  what  but  telling  us  that  the  Com  Law  is  more 
detestable  by  far,  than  our  gloomiest  imaginations  have  depicted  it,  and 
infinitely  more  effectual  in  repressing  the  growth  and  enfeebling  the 
first  energies  of  the  commonwealth  ?  If  our  opponents  are  determined  to 
throw  themselves  upon  this  horn  of  thedilemma,^nay,  if  they  will  sharpen 
its  point,  and  temper  its  substance,  that  it  may  be  the  fitter  for  goring 
them, — we  shall  only  say,  that  we  wish  them  all  the  comfort  possible, 
after  it  has  run  them  through. 

We  do  not  profess  to  have  formed  an  exact  opinion  as  to  the  influence 
of  a  perfectly  free  trade  upon  prices ;  nor  do  we  think  it  is  yet  possible 
to  arrive  at  that  opinion.  It  is  known,  however,  that  from  the  time 
when  the  present  act  came  in  force,  in  18528,  until  July  1831,  upwards  of 
four  and  a  half  million  quarters  of  wheat  were  imported  at  nn  average 
duty  of  only  68.  Id.,  nearly  a  million  quarters  of  barley  at  a  duty  of 
48.  id.,  and  upwards  of  a  million  quarters  of  oats  at  a  duty  of  Ts.  6d, 
The  efficient  protection  enjoyed  by  the  fanner  must,  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  nature  of  that  act,  have  been  somewhat  greater  than  these 
several  sums^  but  not  considerably  so.  All  the  documents  which  have 
passed  under  our  eye — and  we  have  seen,  we  believe,  everything  worth 
seeing — concur  in  assuring  us,  that  Sir  Henry  ParneH's  statement  may 
be  taken  as  the  limit  of  duties  necessary  to  complete  "  protection  ;"  and 
we  assume  from  it,  that  10s.  is  about  the  amount  by  which  free  trade 
would  permanently  lower  the  price  of  wheat  per  quarter,  Ts.  6d.,  the  cor- 
responding sum  in  regard  of  barley,  and  5s.  in  regard  of  oats.  The 
agriculturist  need  not  suppose  that  we  willingly  underrate  this  probable 
diminution.  If  he  weighs  the  words  of  our  previous  paragraph,  he  will 
perceive,  that  for  every  shilling  by  which  these  sums  may  be  increased^ 
we  just  hold  that  we  have  by  so  much  a  better  case,  and  would  enter 
the  more  vehement  a  reclamation  against  the  injustice  perpetrated  on 
our  population.  We  have  adopted  the  foregoing  amounts  because  we 
are  convinced  of  their  approximate  accuracy,  and  we  hold  them  perfectly 
adequate  to  support  our  energetic  appeal.  They  inform  us,  that  the 
people  of  these  islands  are  taxed,  on  the  first  article  of  food,  in  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  L.12,500,000  per  annum  I* 

*  The  grounds  of  this  calculation  will  be  seen  in  Sir  Hpni7  Pameirs  Financial 
Reform.  Various  estimates  have  been  given  of  this  sum.  The  most  accurate  can 
only  be  an  approximation. 
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In  order  that  the  eonditiong  of  the  inquiry  be  fnllf  within  our  grasp^ 
it  is  necessary  to  «tate  still  farther  at  the  outset^  who  are  the  gainers 
by  this  extraordinary  situation  of  things.  Delusive  opinions  have^  we 
regret  to  say^  been  set  afloat  also  upon  this  point :— we  regret  alike  that 
the  opinions  have  been  put  forth^  and  that  they  are  delusive.  A  well 
known  and  well  informed  economist  has  told  us^  that  the  landlord  gains 
little,  while  the  community  suffers  to  so  large  an  amount ;  whereas  we 
uphold  it  as  demonstrable^  that  the  landlord  gains  by  nearly  the  whole 
sum  wrongously  extracted  from  the  consumer.  It  has  been  held  out^  in 
proof  of  the  trifling  advantage  of  the  landlord^  that^  as  his  rental  is  only 
about  a  fourth  or  a  third  of  the  entire  produce,  the  consumer  is  taxed 
for  the  whole  produce,  in  order  to  give  a  higher  value  to  this  fourth  or 
third  ;  but  it  is  here  wholly  overlooked,  that  the  landlord  receives,  not 
only  a  higher  price  for  the  quantity  of  com  which -falls  to  his  share  as 
rent,  but  also  a  larger  quantity  of  corn  than  he  would  otherwise  do. 
The  point  may  be  illustrated  in  one  sentence.  Suppose  that  the  various 
soils.  A,  B,  0,  D,  and  £,  represent  the  different  soils  of  Great  Britain, 
arranged  according  to  their  degrees  of  fertility;  and  that  they  seve- 
rally return  to  the  outlay  of  £100,  the  number  of  quarters  we  have  here 
marked  beneath  them  :«-^ 

A.  B.  C.  '     D.  E. 

100  80  60  60  40 

As  the  price  of  corn  is  indicated  by  the  return  afforded  by  the  soil  £, 
it  will,  in  this  case,  be  50s. ;  and  the  sum  of  what  each  of  the  superior 
soils  yields  more  than  £,  will  be  rent.  This,  in  our  supposed  instance, 
is  130  quarters,  or  £325.  Now,  if  free  trade  reduced  price  to  40s.,  it 
would  force  £  out  of  cultivation,  and  the  total  rental  of  the  estate  would 
then  be  the  sum  of  the  excesses  of  the  produce  of  each  of  the  three 
soils.  A,  B,  and  C,  above  the  produce  of  D.  This  is  only  90  quarters;  so 
that  the  money  rent,  counting  at.  40s.  per  quarter,  will  have  fallen  to 
£180,  or  by  £145.  The  consumers,  however,  gain  more  ;  they  gain  by 
lOs.  on  every  quarter  consumed,  or  £165, — a  gain  exceeding  the  landlord's 
loss  by  only  £S0 ;  and  this  small  sum  is  accounted  for,  by  noticing  that 
there  is  a  saving  in  actual  labour  in  the  procuring  of  the  40  quarters 
formerly  raised  on  the  bare  soil  £,  by  an  amount  of  lOs.  per  quarter.* 
The  state  of  the  question,  then,  is  plain,  and  its  principal  merits  are 
comprised  within  one  simple  proposition.  The  actual  law  just  transfers 
nearly  the  amount  of  annual  value  above  indicated,  from  the  consumer's 
pockets  into  the  landlord's  ;  and  by  whatever  sum  agriculture  is  at  any 
time  ^'  protected"  in  this  way,  that  sum  will  nearly  indicate  the  amount 
BO  transferred.  (1)  Our  inquiry  into  the  policy  of  a  Corn  Law  is  there- 
fore resolved  into  the  inquiry,  as  to  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the  State, 
or  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  all  parties,  or  of  any  party,  that  the 
landlords  should  be  empowered  to  augment  their  income  by  forcibly  ex- 
tracting a  considerable  revenue  from  the  pockets  of  the  consumer  ?  And 
it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  is  done  by  a  tax  upon  the  first 
necessary  of  life,  or,  as  near  as  possible,  by  the  institution  of  a  Poll 

*  This  is  all  approximatiOD,  or  rather  a  mere  general  illustration  of  the  theory 
of  the  casOi  On  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Law,  and  our  knowing  alike  the  quantity 
imported  mote  than  at  present,  as  well  as  the  reduction  effected  in  price,  we  could 
tell  the  exact  amount  of  the  direct  national  gain.  Suppose,  for  instance,  four  mil- 
lions  of  quarters  to  he  then  regularly  imported,  and  the  reduction  of  price  to  be  10s. 
per  quarter;  the  national  gain  would  he  two  millions  annually— 4.  «.,  the  com- 
sumer  would  gain  that  sum  oyer  and  above  what  the  landlords  would  lose. 
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Tax.     To  attempt  to  resolve  this  important  inquiry,  iu  regard  of  all 
fflaiwffl  and  parties,  is  the  object  of  our  present  paper. 

I.  It  may  be  disagreeable  to  persons,  who  uphold  that  there  is 
Bo  real  or  apparent  clashing  of  interests  in  this  controversy,  to  have 
their  favourite  sentimentallsm  thus  unceremoniously  disturbed :  but  we 
must  state  the  truths  notwitlistanding  of  their  disapprobation :  and  in  the 
present  case,  as  in  every  other,  we  will  assuredly  find  it  for  good,  that 
the  truth  should  be  declared.  How  easy  is  it,  for  instance,  when  we 
view  the  matter  as  it  actually  is — under  the  light  of  a  simple  transference 
of  income  from  the  pockets  of  one  party  to  those  of  another — ^to  see 
through,  and  reply  to  that  often  repeated,  but  ridiculous  sophism,  that 
without  the  Corn  Law  we  should  never  pay  our  National  Debt,  nor  be 
able  to  support  our  present  manufactures !  The  admirable  logicians  who 
say  so,  talk  of  course,  as  if  a  large  amount  of  national  income  were  in* 
tended  to  be  destroyed,  whereas  it  is  our  whole  object  to  prevent  the 
forcible  transference  of  a  portion  of  it  from  the  general  community  to 
the  class  of  landlords.  Ask  him  why  the  nation  will  be  the  poorer  by 
the  prevention  of  a  system  of  legal  pillage,  and  allow  Noodle  to  tax  his 
shallow  brain  for  an  answer !  Will  the  indirect  taxes  yield  a  less  re- 
venue if  all  but  one  class  are  enabled,  by  a  saving  of  expenditure  on  com^ 
to  consume  more  of  every  taxed  article,  even  although  that  excepted 
class  be  now  forced  to  consume  proportionably  less  ?  And  has  the  ma- 
nufacturer to  dread  a  diminished  sale,  if  every  workman, — every  com 
consumer  in  the  kingdom, — can,  because  of  the  low  price  of  the  first  ar- 
tide  of  food,  devote  a  larger  revenue  to  the  purchase  of  the  comforts  of 
life,  or  of  manufactured  articles,  although  the  landlord  should  be  shorn 
of  a  part  of  his  power,  and  his  command  of  luxuries  abridged  ?  The  ab- 
surdity and  dishonesty  of  such  reclamations  are  evident  on  the  veriest 
glance  at  the  point  in  dispute  ;  but  it  were  difficult,  adequately  to  char- 
acterize  the  infatuation  of  our  opponents,  in  daring  to  challenge  us  to 
a  review  of  the  baleful  influences  of  the  system  of  protection  and  restric- 
tion, either  on  the  prosperity  of  our  industries,  or  the  true  power  of  the 
State.  What  these  are,  we  shall  now  endeavour  partly  to  make  apparent. 
It  will  at  once  be  manifest  that  the  measure,  of  whatever  species, 
which  in  any  one  country  tends  to  give  corn  an  artificially  high  price, 
must  have  effects  upon  the  wealth  of  that  country,  far  more  serious,  and 
of  much  wider  range  than  can  be  attributed  to  a  similar  measure  in  re. 
gard  of  any  other  commodity.  Tax  spirits,  or  malt  liquor,  or  tea,  or 
cotton  goods,  either  by  your  Excise  or  your  Customs,  and  all  that  hap- 
pens is  the  probable  diminution  of  that  article's  Consumption  by  the  man 
of  small  income  ;  but  a  tax  on  corn  is  impracticable  without  altering 
and  deeply  injuring  the  working  man's  entire  economical  condition.  The 
peculiarity  in  regard  of  this  essential  article,  is  just  that  it  is  essential. 
The  working  man  cannot  get  over  the  influence  of  the  tax  by  consuming 
less,  and  just  because  the  taxed  subject  is  a  first  necessary  of  existence. 
The  only  possible  result,  therefofe,  is  the  absorption  of  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  his  scanty  income,  in  the  effort  to  '^  keep  life  together," 
and  a  corresponding  diminution  of  that  portion  of  it  which  might  be 
devoted  to  the  attainment  of  the  "  comforts."  There  is  a  terrible 
physical  evil  which  hence  immediately  accrues;  but  there  is  a  moral 
evil  which  is  still  more  grievous  and  ten  .fold  more  hazardous  to  the 
State.  The  absorption  of  the  main  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  la- 
bourer's toil  in  producing  his  scanty  subsistence,  is  an  emphatic  de. 
scription  of  poverty.    It  instantly  summons  up  to  our  imagination  a  life 
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ef  hopeless  and  profitless  endeavour^ — a  life  of  which  it  would  he  the 
singular  feature  if  it  had  never  seen  actual  want.     Suppose  the  pooif 
man  in  this  state^  thrown  by  any  accident  out  of  his  toilsome  employ.^ 
ment^  and  it  is  clear  th^t  his  lot  must  either  be  starvation  or  beggary. 
Sickness  is  not  then  a  mere  misfortune^ — ^it  is  a  direful  calamity.    Upon 
the  oscillations  of  trade  may  depend  the  question  of  his  possible  exis- 
tence;  and   a   very  slight   disturbance  in   our  commercial  ongoingSj  • 
may   realize   to  him   the   language   of  a   well   known   economist  :-— 
'*  That    there  is  no   place   for  him   at   nature's    banquet— that   the 
table  is  full^  and  he  must  go  away !" — ^The  poor  man^  indeed^  mighty 
on  such  a  discovery,  be  so  ^'abandoned"  as  to  commit  the  indeseri. 
bable  ^'atrocity"  of  endeavouring  to  help  himself  over  the  shoulder 
of  some  of  the  banqueters ;  and  in  this  case  we  should  perhaps  have  a 
yeomanry  field-day  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace.    What  are  ther 
£nglish  poor  laws^  but  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  very  results  we 
have  described  ?    If  the  able-bodied  labourer  is  "  made  up/'  what  is  the 
operation  but  a  sort  of  obligatory  helping  of  him  over  our  left  shoulder  > 
And  let  our  com-law.loving  countrymen  inform  us  how  they  can  gain 
by  the  process !    There  is  not  one  fact  which  more  fully  establishes  the 
unspeakable  folly  of  a  com  taxation,  more  strikingly  demonstrates  that 
ours  has  reduced  the  operatives  already  to  the  lowest  and  worst  state, 
than  the  acknowledged  impossibility  of  doing  away,  in  the  meantime, 
with  that  anomalous  (tllowance  system;  and  it  happens,  by  a  righteous  re- 
tribution, that  the  burden  of  the  poor's  support  is  fast  impoverishing  that 
very  class  which  alone  is  benefited  by  the  laws  decreeing  that  our  peo- 
pie  shall  be  poor  !   The  compensation,  indeed,  is  not  complete :  nor  is  it 
possible  4hat  it  can  be  so.    By  being  compelled  to  pass  through  the  or- 
deal of  scathing  want,  the  poor  man  may  have  lost  more  than  the  wealth 
of  the  whole  empire  can  replace  for  him.    Those  sentimental  moralists 
do,,  indeed,  dream  most  wildly,  who  set  forth  the  imagination,  that  the 
character  of  the  great  mass  of  our  population  can  now  be  elevated  by  what 
they  term  *'  moral  appliances ;"  and  it  is  a  blunder^equaUy  fatal  to  up- 
hold, that  their  morid  degradation  flows  from  some  dire  necessity,  sup-^ 
posed  to  have  been  descried  by  Mr.  Malthus.    It  is  tme^  but  equally 
stale,  that  under  no  circumstances  can  a  population  prosper  whtLe  rest- 
ing within  the  grasp  of  vice  and  negligent  of  all  measures  of  prudence ; 
and  it  were  doubtless  a  mighty  victory,  if  the  requisite  virtue  could  be 
infused,  and  foresight  established  as  the  guide  of  every  population's  con- 
duct ;  but  it  is  yet  wild,  and  utterly  hopeless,  to  aim  at  the  achieve- 
ment of  this  victory  by  the  aforesaid  sentimental  means ;  nor  can  we 
conceive  a  grosser  mistake  regarding  the  nature  of  those  influences 
which,  in  reality,  educate  every  human  being.     They  talk  about  in- 
spiring  the  labouring  man   with   a   desire  to  elevate  himself  in  the 
social  scale  ;   but  how  useless  will   be  the  efforts  of  the   preacher,  if 
society  has  debarred  all  hope,  even  of  a  possible  elevation ;  and  still 
farther,  if  the  doom  has  been  pronounced  by  the  medium  of  a  most 
partial  law  ?     If  we  omit  to  observe,  and  skilfuUy  guide  the  actions  of 
external  circumstances  upon  the  individual,  we  omit  from  our  calcula- 
tions one  of  the  prime  agents  in  the  formation  of  character.   The  didactic 
exposition   of  the  virtue  of  content  will  avail  little  amid  a  circle  of 
squalid  infants ;  nor  will  a  gilded  homily  re-light  comfort  on  the  working 
man's  blackened  hearth.     If  his  heart  is  overborne,  who  shall  promise 
for  his  temperance  ?     If  his  home  is  roofless,  shall  we  dare  to  address 
him  about  the  duties  of  patriotism  ?     Fanciful  and  hoUow  theorists  I    If 
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you  pUnt  despair,  shall  you  rtap  hope  ?  And  what  will  your  "  iostmc^ 
itons"  accomplish,  so  long  as  you  permit  the  infant  to  crawl  through  the 
early  years  of  its  existence  amidst  objects  framed  for  the  ezdtemaBt  of 
disgust — amidst  ineonceiTable  priTationa  aad  pains  ?  We  wevld  presa 
these  thoaf^te  on  every  inquirer,  that  he  may  knew  hew  to  put  down 
the  sneers  and  prasumptuous  dogmatism  of  these  self*styled  moralista. 
As  £eUow.labourerB,  we  accept  of  them  with  rejoicing ;  nor  can  there  be 
aug}&t  more  gladdening  than  the  sight  of  a  vigorous  philanthropy,  exerted 

i  any  how  on  behalf  of  the  needy  multitudes  of  our  race  ;  but  let  them  la. 

I  hour  instantly  in  their  own  vocation,  nor  ignorantly  babble  about  the 

"  deluding  promises  of  the  Economists."  The  Economists  are  pioneen 
in  that  very  work  which  they  pretend  to  have  undertaken.  We  are 
striving  to  procure  them  a  willing  and  a  "  fit"  audience.  We  detest  the 
Corn  Law.  because  we  recognise  in  want  the  fertile  mother  of  erery  dis- 
organizing principle,  of  every  burning  feeling  which  can  scorch  the 
human  bosom.  Across  the  Atlantic,  and  our  eyes  discover  a  mighty 
nation,  whose  workmen  are  enlightened,  and  eminently  moral ;  and  it  is 
one  of  our  most  cheering  hopes,  that  by  re  .establishing  the  blessings  of 
a  free  commerce,  we  may  aid  in  converting  our  own  squalid  masses  into 
a  body  as  healthful,  prosperous,  and  intelligent  as  the  wide  population 
of  America. 

It  is  the  first  effect,  then,  of  this  ingenious  scheme  for  *'  securing  the 
prosperity  of  the  empire,"  to  degrade  the  working  classes  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  its  '^  protection ;"  and  if  the  Quarterly  Review 
will  but  revise  its  logic,  it  may  find  here  a  more  efiicient  cause  than  in 
the  prevalence  of  Whiggery  for  that  terrible  and  growing  barbarism 
which  it  properly  bewails.  But  the  pestiferous  influence  of  the  land, 
lords'  act  is  not  all  expended  in  depressing  the  mere  labourers ;  and  we 
are  now  to  examine  the  equal  blessings  with  which  it  has  crowned  our 
capitalists.  The  welfare  of  the  class  of  capitalists  is  clearly  bound  up 
with  the  fates  of  commercial  industry :  and  these  are  dependant  upon 
the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a  power  to  sell  with  a  living  or  re* 
munerating  profit.  We  do  not  pretend  here  to  be  writing  systematically : 
nor  is  there  need  of  system  to  illustrate  the  truth  we  would  expose. 
It  will  be  at  once  understood,  that  if  the  capitalist  cannot  get  a  living 
profit  for  his  outlay,  he  must  gradually  encroach  upon  his  capital ;  and 
if  he  has  manufactured  upon  credit,  he  will  illustrate  the  nature  of  the 
existing  state  of  things  by  a  bankruptcy.  Now,  the  artificial  price  in- 
duced  by  a  tax  upon  the  first  necessary  of  life,  tends  directly  to  diminish 
his  essential  power  of  producing  profitably ;  and  thus  realizes  the  case  of 
capitalist  and  labourer,  i^lthough  with  high  prices  and  high  wages,  being 
both  in  a  state  of  decline,  and  hastening,  as  if  with  rival  strides,  to  the 
same  hopeless  ruin.  We  think  it  will  be  granted,  that  out  of  that  part 
of  the  labourer's  produce  which  remains  after  deducting  his  own  subsist, 
ence,  the  whole  stock  of  profits  must  come ;  and  it  hence  will  be  appa. 
rent,  that  if  you  increase  the  value  of  the  necessary  portions  of  that 
subsistence,  you  infallibly  diminish  the  fund  in  which  alone  profits  can 
originate.  (2)  There  is  thus  not  only  an  impoverishing  of  the  labouring 
class,  but  a  consequent  and  inevitable  impoverishing  of  the  capitalist  class; 
and  the  truth  will  be  established  by  the  recurrence  of  commercial  crises, 
and  the  ordinary  occurrence  of  bankruptcies.  The  artificial  and  nominal 
height  of  wages,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  food,  is  confessedly 
the  only  case  in  which  high  wages  indicate  a  declining  manufacturing 
state ;  but  it  is  an  infallible  indication.    The  number  of  capitalists  who 
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can  but  barely  live  upon  the  diminidied  profit  fund^  is  as  rigidly  deter* 
mined  as  the  number  of  labourers  who  can  be  fed  by  the  ungrateful  soil. 
That  a  barrier,  almost  impassible,  has  been  erected  against  the  increase  of 
the  latter,  is  proved  by  the  slow  progress  of  population,  a  fact  most 
pregnant  with  calamitous  meaning,  as  it  tells  of  thousands  of  infants 
literally  killed  off  each  year  by  want  and  wretchedness ;  and  that  the 
former  is  also  as  certainly  limited,  follows  from  the  notorious  truth,  that 
no  new  capitalist  can  now  any  way  appear  without  pushing  down  another, 
or  in  mere  consequence  of  some  other's  disappearance.    What  a  state  of 
things  is  this !     The  evil  of  which  we  complain  has  already  gone  to  the 
destruction  of  all  that  was  comfortable  and  secure  in  the  condition  of  these 
staple  classes  of  our  society.  Already  is  the  race  of  small  capitalists  almoei 
extinct ;  and  if  you  ask  where  these  men  are,  of  whom  you  may  remember 
many  in  each  town  and  village,  forming  an  industrious,  temperate,  intelli. 
gent,  though  humble  company,  you  are  referred  to  the  factory  of  some 
Cotton  Lord,  where  the  once  independent  trad^  now  seowls  as  overseer, 
reckoning  the  minutes  by  which  his  shivering  slaves  are  later  than  the 
morning  bell.     The  factory  system  !  What  is  it  but  the  certain  result  of 
these  disastrous  circumstances, — the  monument  of  a  declining  nation  } 
Your  Sadler's  Bills,  although  you  had  them, — ^your  combinations  for 
higher  wages, — ^your  new  machineries,  and  more  economic  processes,  will 
indeed  avail  you  little  against  the  fatal  disease  clinging  to  your  vitals.. 
And  the  Cotton  Lords,  who  have  absorbed  the  small  manufacturer  into 
their  capacious  bodies,  do  they  flourish  on  the  scant-profit  fund  ?     Look 
on  the  other  pavement  where  that  victim  steals  slouchingly  along !  The 
victim  was  once  a  Cotton  Lord  !    Now  in  this  town,  now  in  the  other, 
the  crash  of  a  large  bankruptcy  is  heard,  terrific  as  the  tumbling  of  the 
patent  Brunswick  ;  and  its  ruins  are  scattered  abroad,  and  take  away 
life  from  multitudes.    How  many  Cotton  Lords  of  the  present  generation 
will  have  plumes  nodding  over  them  on  gorgeous  hearses  ? — ^how  many 
will  be  mourned  for  as  rich  men  just  departed  }    Few  indeed,  we  may 
depend  upon  it.     If  they  stave  off  bankruptcy  for  a  season,  their  time 
will  come,  and  just  because  others  are  pushing  at  them, — the  banquet 
TABLE  BEING  FULL  I    But  supposo  the  gravo  close  over  them  still  ho- 
noured,  how  shall  fare  their  families  ?     Is  there  not  an  almost  certainty 
that  the  money  left  will  now  be  squandered,  as  Corn-Law  men  call  it,~- 
drained  off,  or  transferred,  as  we  call  it ; — and  how  often,  upon  ordinary 
chances,  are  we  entitled  to  calculate  on  a  family's  prosperity  in  the  se- 
cond generation  ?     These  facts  exist,  and  are  notorious :  they  are  more 
palpable  than  the  labourers'  distress ;  as  the  Gazette  records  them,  and 
the  troubles  of  the  working  man  are  hid  by  the  filth  of  the  Alley.  Now, 
they  follow  from  the  first  fact  of  an  inadequate  profit  fund ;  and  the 
landlord,  and  the  supporters  of  the  landlord's  law,  must  be  satisfied  to 
justify  their  burden.    Fearful,  indeed,  is  the  responsibility  upon  those 
who  permit  the  endurance  of  such  a  condition  of  things.    Honest  and 
earnest  endeavour  spent  in  an  ever-baffled  effort  to  sustain  the  tumbling 
fabric  of  society, — ^bankruptcies,  crises,   tears,  disorganization,  death  ! 
Are  these  the  nourishment  of  a  nation's  prosperity,"— the  fit  sustenance 
of  a  high  moral  state  ? 

But  it  seems  this  precious  legislation  was  framed  partly  in  sustenta- 
tion  of  our  external  power,  as  well  as  to  make  us  secure  of  a  steadily 
prosperous  internal  condition ;  and  assuredly  it  upholds  the  former  ob- 
ject as  admirably  as  the  latter.  The  means  by  which  it  contrives  to 
establish  Britain's  glory  are  singularly  characteristic,  and  quite  consistent 
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with  a  law  which,  in  every  perceivable  etm,  aimr  at  the  fulfilment  of  ittf 
profeased  object,  by  bringing  about  something  entirely  contrary ; — these 
means  being  the  limiting  of  our  commerce,  and  prohibiting  the  increase 
of  our  population  ;  operations  wholly  undeniable,  and  of  which  we  wil. 
Itngly  accord  the  credit  to  our  opponents.  That  our  commerce  ia,  jui^ 
MUST  BE,  limited^  so  long  as  this  detested  act  remains  upon  our  statute^ 
book,  will  readily  be  made  apparent.  What  eke  is  betokened  by  that 
glut  of  capitalists,  whose  disastrous  indications  and  consequences  have 
just  been  noticed,  but  the  existence  of  some  internal  cause  prohibitory 
of  the  farther  increase  of  production  ?  The  profit  fund  is  clearly  over- 
taxed by  the  demands  now  made  upon  it ;  and  the  attempt  to  increase 
that  demand  by  the  erection  of  new  capitalists,  or  new  producers,  must, 
as  we  have  said,  be  foUowed  by  the  disappearance  of  some  who  already 
exist,  through  the  gate  of  bankruptcy.  There  is  no  denying  nor  over, 
looking  this  internal  cause  of  stagnation  and  decline ;  and  if  we  glance 
abroad  upon  those  countries  where  nature  offers  food  to  all  who  will  come 
and  take,  we  shall  discover  the  peculiar  skill  of  our  patriotic  act,  in 
blocking  up  most  effectually  all  foreign  outlets.  What  infatuation  was 
ever  equal  to  the  coolness  with  which  even  our  capitalists  speak  of  the 
Com  Law  !  Is  a  settlement  established  upon  some  savage  coast,  or  a 
navigable  river  found  flowing  through  a  barbarous  land  ?  and  hear  how 
our  newspapers,  and  magazines,  and  reviews,  rejoice,  and  speculate,  and 
cackle  about  the  new  outlet  to  British  manufactures.  No  new  outlet,  w 
long  as  the  profit  fund  U  so  wretchedly  scant,  can  be  permanently  bene- 
ficial to  our  capitalists'  prosperity ;  but  if  they  will  turn  with  us  to  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  we  shall  provide  them  with  an  outlet  which  would 
raise  this  fund  far  above  the  living  or  remunerating  point,  and  furnish, 
at  the  same  time,  an  all-but-indefinite  market.  Look  at  the  rich  banks 
of  the  Vistula-^the  vast  countries  watered  by  the  Niemen  and  the 
Dwina — ^the  inexhaustible  Ukraine  !  The  people  there  are  destitute  of 
innumerable  comforts,  known  to  every  Briton;  and  they  cannot  get 
them,  just  because  Britain  refuses  doggedly  to  avail  herself  of  the  riches 
of  their  soil.  They  talk  of  prosperity  and  power  !  Would  there  be  no 
accession  to  our  prosperity,  were  new  lands  to  open  out  neariy  as  vast 
as  the  Savannahs  of  America  ? — No  accession  to  our  power  if  we  held  the 
nations  of  Eastern  Europe  subject  by  our  commerce,  if  we  disseminated 
amongst  them  our  own  comforts — ^taught  to  the  prostrate  serf  those 
awakening  feelings  which  reside  in  the  idea  of  property,  and  thus  truly  and 
efiiciently  set  ourselves  to  break  in  pieces  these  barbarian  crowns?  Power  f 
Is  Britain  to  owe  all  her  power  to  the  sword?  (3)  Are  the  laurels  of  peace 
not  worthy  of  being  plucked  for  our  country  ?  Power  !  Look  at  the  map  of 
England,  and  conceive  how  weak  and  insignificant  we  had  been,  if  con- 
demned, throughout  our  history,  by  some  home  Corn  Law,  to  extract  oar 
whole  food  from  the  county  of  Kent  or  Cornwall !  What  this  position 
would  have  been  in  comparison  of  our  present  Britain,  is  an  exact  coun- 
terpart of  what  we  are,  compared  with  what  we  might  be.  Open  these 
ports— -destroy  restriction,  abolish  this  legalized  system  of  transference, 
and  no  obstacle  can  remain  to  the  rapid  progress  of  a  healthful  ]>opula- 
tion,  to  the  indefinite  augmentation  of  capital,  and  the  indefinite  increase 
of  our  prosperity  and  influence  as  a  civilized  nation.  We  should  then, 
in  regard  alike  of  labour  and  capital,  be  in  the  precise  situation  of 
America — inadequate  in  the  supply  of  both,  in  respect  of  our  opportune 
ities;  a  growing,  rising,  spirited,  instead  of  a  languishing  and  pallid 
people.    Do  but  put  down  this  work  of  injustice,  this  most  daring  of 
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vholesale  robberies^  and  a  laiye  proportion  of  the  surplus  population  of 
future  Europe^  will  arise  and  be  firmly  located  within  our  shores.  Our 
political  influence,  being  commensurate  with  our  power,  would  increase 
for  all  good  ends,— 4mrdened  only  by  the  one  admirable  provision, 
that  it  could  never  be  exercised  for  evil.  Are  the  transferers  yet  satis- 
fled  ?  Do  they  give  up  their  miserable  sophistry  ?  Will  they  cease  their 
impious  warfare  against  God  and  their  country,  and  join  hands  along 
with  us  in  one  eiFort  to  act  in  all  things  as  good  citizens  ?  Too  much 
this,  to  look  for,  unless  we  first  persuade  them,  that  they  are  themselves 
almost  ruined  by  their  own  robberies,  and  that  their  system  of  "  trans- 
ference,"  although  hitherto  unreached  by  the  police  of  terrestrial  empires, 
has  fallen  under  a  higher  ban,  and  been  marked  out  for  signal  punish- 
ment by  the  Grovemor  of  the  moral  universe. 

II.  Turn  we  then  to  this  other  face  of  the  question.  Turn  we  from 
the  painful  view  of  a  body  of  degraded  and  descending  operatives,  bank- 
rupt or  stationary  capitalists,  and  a  nation  absolutely  prohibited  from 
occupying  that  place  which  Providence  has  offered  it,  the  place  of  the 
true  leader,  of  the  civilizer  of  Europe ;  and  let  us  just  calculate  soberly 
what  the  drainers  or  transferers  themselves  may  be  supposed  to  make 
by  their  unblushing  felonies.  But  at  the  outset  we  must  enter  one  grand 
distinction.  The  agricultural  class  consists  of  Agricultural  Producers 
and  Landlords  ;  between  whose  interests,  in  respect  of  this  question^ 
there  is  the  utmost  possible  separation.  To  demonstrate  a  truth  so 
important,  and  to  trace  out  how  each  class  stands,  will  be  the  object  of 
the  remaining  portion  of  our  article. 

I.  There  are  few  achievements  at  the  present  hour  which  we  would 
deem  of  more  moment  to  the  community,  than  the  enlightening  of  the 
great  and  valuable  class  of  British  Farmers,  in  regard  of  their  real  in- 
terest in  the  Com  Laws.  This  interest  we  hold  to  be  in  every  respect 
ewnmon  and  identical  with  the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  producing  com- 
munity ;  and  if  the  farmer  but  understood  so,  that  horrid  tyranny,  which 
#  is  bearing  alike  him  and  us  to  the  dust,  would  not  endure  for  one  soli- 
tary month !  There  are  one  or  two  preliminary  considerations  to  which 
we  entreat  his  attention,  and  we  shall  then  use  our  endeavours  to  show 
him  the  truth  on  this  vital  matter.  In  the  first  place,  we  pray  him 
to  dwell  upon  the  picture  we  have  already  drawn — ^to  enter  upon  the 
minutest  inquiry  as  to  the  accuracy  of  its  logic— to  satisfy  himself  as  to 
the  accuracy  of  its  facts  by  a  searching  survey  of  society ;  and,  with  one 
part  of  the  subject  thus  fiill  and  fresh  in  his  mind,  we  would  entreat 
him  to  ask  at  his  own  bosom,  if  he  shall  still  have  his  views  of  it  dictated 
by  prejudice,  or  if  the  magnitude  and  the  multitude  of  those  welfares 
which  hang  on  its  determination  ought  not  to  move  him  to  deliberate 
thought,  and  impress  him  with  a  feeling  of  as  weighty  and  awful  respon- 
sibility as  ever  rested  upon  a  human  being  ?  But  be  it  especially  under- 
stood, that  we  seek  not  to  move  him  by  pity.  We  want  none  of  his  pity, 
but  only  a  clear  exercise  of  reason ;  and  this  latter  we  demand  in  the 
name  of  his  most  sacred  social  duties.  Assuming  then,  that  the  agricul- 
turists are  prepared  to  reason  with  us,  and  inspired  by  that  spirit  of 
regret  and  sjrmpathetic  feeling  for  the  disasters  of  their  countrymen, 
which  must  actuate  every  reasonable  man ;  we  put  it  to  them  in  the 
second  place,  if  it  is  conceivable — ^if  it  is  possible,  that  in  a  land  where 
capital  is  so  easily  and  readily  transferred  from  one  occupation  to  another, 
one  large  class  of  capitalists  can  be  prosperous,  whilst  another  large  class 
is  being  dangled  over  the  abyss  of  ruin  ?  If  by  any  law  the  rate  of  manu- 
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lactuiing  profit  is  reduced  below  the  living  point, — u  ire  have  eeen  to 
be  done  by  the  Com  Law, — bjr  what  magic  i*  it  that  the  profits  of  agn- 
ciiltund  capital  are  to  he  lustained  ?    If  the  one  has  been  attenuated  to 
nothing,  by  causes  not  directly  affecting  the  other,  must  tliey  not  be 
equalized  idmost  immediately  by  the  activity  of  competition  ?  If  mana- 
facturing  capital  were  at  any  time  unfavourably  situated,  it  would  rush 
inevitably  to  agricultural  employments ;  and  the  impulse  would  assuredly 
continue  untO  all  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  same  truckle  bed.    The 
agriculturist,  therefore,  if  he  views  matters  aright,  will  perceive  the  utter 
impossibility  of  his  oppressing  the  manufacturer,  and  passing  himself 
unscathed.     And  we  now  ask  him,  in  the  third  place,  whether  he  has 
passed  unscathed,  or  if  our  assertion  is  not  emphatically  and  lament- 
ably corroborated  by  his  history  during  the  last  sixteen  years  ?    Never, 
we  dare  to  say,  during  the   existence  of  British  agriculture   in   its 
modem   state,   has   so   much  capital  been,  lost,  so  many  bankruptcies 
forced  on,   and  so   much  misery  !     The  farmer,  we  are   aware,  can 
reply  with  a  glib  talk  about  prices,  and  about  the  effect  of  the  corn- 
duty  repeal  upon  prices ;  but  we  remind  him  that  the  question  is  not 
about  prices — the  question  is  about  pbospxbity.    There  is  some  fatal 
deception  connected  with  this  word,  prices,  which  has  completely  turned 
the  poor  man's  brain.     Instead  of  thinking,  as  other  people  do,  how  to 
get  rich,  he  only  thinks  how  to  get  ''  high  prices ;"  and  he  will  insist  upon 
"high  prices"  and  fight  for  ''high  prices,"  although  it  is  clear  that  they  not 
only  starve  his  neighbours  but  also  himself.    What  signify  small  profits, 
if  he  has  but  "  high  prices  ?"    What  signify  a  diminishing  capital,  a  sink, 
ing  country,  a  family  unemployed  and  unprovided  for, — what  matters 
even  a  coming  bankruptcy,  if  it  but  comes  by  means  of  *'  high  prices  ?" 
The  farmer  cannot  assert  that  we  mistake  the  effects  of  his  darling  law ; 
or  if  he  has  forgotten  them,  perhaps  his  banker  will  refresh  his  memory. 
And  it  were  folly  to  allege  that  these  disasters  have  not  followed  from 
high  prices,  but  because  of  separate  though  concomitant  causes ;  as  we  can 
thoroughly  demonstrate  that  they  result  from  their  direct  and  pestiferous 
agency.   The  truth  is,  that  the  farmer  has  hitherto  been  ueed  by  that  mas- 
ter.drainer,  the  landlord,  to  assist  him  in  druning  upon  a  large  scale ;  but, 
O  !  vile  ingratitude  !  the  landlord  has  drained  the  farmer  too.  The  manu- 
facturers  saw  the  thing  long  ago,  and  would  have  clapt  a  stopper  upon 
the  process  ;  but  the  leal  farmer  sprung  up  with  his  yeomanry  accoutre- 
ments, and  he  has  got  well  drained  himself  for  his  pains.    It  is  a  curious 
view  which  this  gives  of  our  society,  alike  in  regard  of  its  morals  and  its 
intelligence !     There  has  been  said  to  exist  an  honour  among  thieves  : 
but  we  suspect  it  is  only  if  they  be  equally  skilful ;  and  if  otherwise, 
that,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  most  skilful  will  contrive  to  **  grab" 
all  the  spoil.    It  is  at  any  rate  clear,  that  there  falls  no  praise  of  skill 
to  the  fanner ;  as  he  fights  the  battle  and  loses  aU,  knocks  other  com- 
plainants stoutly  on  the  head,  and  straight  gets  ruined  himself.    Who 
can  overlook  that  the  instant  a  high  price  endures  for  the  shortest  pe- 
riod, it  all  goes  into  the  landlord's  purse,  its  destination  being  clenched 
by  the  rise  of  rent  ?     Let  the  farmer  only  examine  the  illustration  near 
the  commencement  of  this  paper,  and  the  actual  fact  will  immediatdy 
become  apparent  to  him.    When  corn  is  at  fifty  shillings,  or  when  the 
SOU  is  cultivated,  the  landlord  gets  one  hundred  and  thirty  quarters  out 
of  a  total  produce  of  three  hundred  and  thirty,  being  considerably  up- 
wards of  a  third  of  the  whole,  upwards  of  three-eighths.    When  corn 
again  has  fallen  to  forty  shillings,  and  the  soil  has  been  abandoned,  the 
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landlord  gets  oinety  quarters  out  of  two  hundred  and  ninety^  or  not  one. 
third-— only  about  ttrO-sevenths.  The  difference  of  the  two  cases  is 
this ;  that  at  the  lower  price^  th  producing  classes  receive  about  one* 
twelfth  more  of  the  produce  than  at  the  higher  price ;  and  it  may  be 
stated  as  a  general  fact^  that  the  lower  the  permanent  price,  the  greater 
will  be  the  fproportion  of  the  total  produce  which  falls  to  the  producing 
agriculturists.  We  may  have  spoken  of  the  farmer's  prejudices  in  thia 
matter  with  apparent  lightness,  but  assuredly  they  are  cause  of  our  deep 
grief.  Our  confidence,  however,  has  never  been  shaken  by  temporary 
disappointment ;  as  we  perceive  that  he  acts  in  ignorance,  and  ignorance 
endures  not  for  ever.  Nor  is  there  one  good  reason  on  the  farmer's 
part,  that  tho  remedial  measure  should  be  delayed;  as  in  every  succeeding 
year  the  personal  objections  remain  exactly  as  they  were.  In  every 
year  new  leases  are  entered  on,  upon  the  ground  of  existing  prices  ;  so 
that  if  one  man  might  be  freed  by  delay,  another  would  be  bound.  We 
yet  expect  the  performance  of  a  high  duty  at  the  hands  of  the  producing 
agriculturist.  We  expect  that  the  time  is  near,  of  his  making  a  stand  with 
us  on  behalf  of  the  country,  on  behalf  of  his  own  family,  on  behalf  of 
conunon  honesty.  Our  aid  to  him  will  not  then  be  wanting  ;  and  we 
may  recommend  him  even  now,  to  hug  no  longer  in  a  sort  of  wilfully 
blind  de^air  what  he  knows  or  suspects  to  be  delusions ;  but  to  dire<^ 
his  thoughts  to  the  planning  of  some  means  by  which  he  and  his  capital 
may  be  saved  from  encountering  serious  difficulties  during  the  period  of 
transition.  This  is  the  practical  point ;  and  assuredly  he  does  ill  to 
substitute  for  it  in  his  contemplations,  the  fruitless  and  sacrilegious  aim 
to  hold  up  a  system  which,  while  it  has  ground  the  trading  part  of  the 
community  to  dust,  has  also  brought  the  direst  evil  upon  himself !     (4) 

8.  Modern  Cincinnati — all  hail !  Heroes  of  Doncaster,  Melton,  and 
Crockford's— come  ye  now  upon  the  scene  and  let  us  submit  you  to  a 
gentle  questioning  I— The  point  we  have  made  out  against  the  landlords 
is  this :  That  they  may  gain,  they  make  every  one  else  suffer ;  they 
destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  they  prohibit  our  advance.  These 
consequences  of  the  Corn  Law,  are  not  in  any  way  to  be  denied  ;  and 
the  question  now  to  be  discussed  is,  whether  it  is  consistent  with  th» 
ordinances  of  nature,  that  privileged  wholesale  robbers  should  in  reality 
flourish  ? 

When  the  wretched  peasantry  in  the  southern  counties  of  England 
were  waging  war  against  the  wealth  of  every  other  class,  in  the  vain 
hope  to  secure,  in  this  manner,  their  own  permanent  prosperity,  sundry 
of  them  were  hanged  because  of  holding  to  so  erroneous  a  system  of 
social  philosophy ;  and,  to  foUow  up  the  effect  of  the  salutary  argument, 
various  orthodox  and  impressive  tractates  and  discourses  were  writ,  in 
detection  of  all  mistakes  in  the  Swing  theory  of  morals.  There  were 
two  points,  as  we  remember,  at  that  time  lengthily  expatiated  on ;  and 
we  now  take  them  as  the  text  of  what  we  have  to  say  to  the  landlords ; 
— the  points  being.  First,  That  Swing  obstructed,  instead  of  augmenting, 
the  true  means  of  his  relief;  and,  secondly,  that  what  he  did  would  in- 
falliUy  make  him  worse  than  he  was  before.  The  absolute  truth  of  these 
propositions  casts  a  beautiful  light  upon  the  economy  of  Providence — an 
economy  not  to  be  controlled  by  the  decrees  even  of  our  landlords ! 
The  peasant  Swing  destroyed  machinery  that  he  might  have  more  work ; 
^— the  proprietor  Swing  destroys  capiti^,  that  he  may  have  more  rent. 
Vain  ho^  both !  What,  we  would  demand,  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
increasing  real  wealth  of  oar  landlords?  what>  the  natural  cause  of  the 
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increase  of  rents?  It  is  this — a  cause  increasing  in  efficiency  with  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  the  country,  via : — The  application  of  additional 
capital  to  g^ood  soils,  whereby  a  greatly  increased  produce  is  obtained* 
without  any  addition  to  price.  (5.)  8uch  has  been  the  only  healthful 
progress  of  agriculture  hitherto,  and  that  progress  is  effectually  stopped 
by  the  Corn  Law.  Like  any  other  application  of  capital,  this  one  is 
now  barren  to  the  producer ; — it  is  only  one  other  situation  in  which 
the  devoted  capitalist  may  be  drained.  The  amount  of  capital  employed 
in  farming  has  notoriously  been  decreasing  for  years,  and  with  it  the  na. 
tural  sources  of  rent  are  drying  up.  We  have  singular  documents  at  hand, 
by  which  we  could  illustrate  this  subject,  had  we  space  ;  but  we  cannot 
now  omit  recording  our  conviction,  that,  under  a  natural  and  free  state, 
the  amount  of  healthful  rental  would,  by  thU  time,  have  been  higher 
than  the  highest  amount  ever  attained  by  means  of  these  felonious  laws. 
The  landlord  has  spread  death  all  around  him ;  and  the  plague  steaming 
from  the  putrefaction,  has  entered  the  halls  of  his  own  manor-house. 
And  mark  how  the  avenger  works  !  Not  only  has  the  Com  Law  ob. 
structed  the  growth  of  his  real  and  stable  wealth,  but,  by  an  instrument 
already  alluded  to,  it  is  tearing  away  from  him  even  his  ill^otten  gains. 
That  agent  is  the  Poor  Law.  Go  to  England,  if  you  would  see  how 
effectu^y  it  avenges  us !  The  starving  peasant  feeds  at  the  eipense 
of  the  very  man  who  heartlessly  encompassed  his  starvation ;  and,  in  its 
turn,  we  hear  the  landlord's  voice  lamenting  loudly  over  the  dissolution 
of  his  fortunes.  For  want  of  the  opportunity  of  employing  capital  pro* 
fitably  in  commerce,  his  children,  like  noisy  beggars,  crowd  the  official 
doors  of  Downing  Street,  and  he  is  often  forced  himself  to  hide  his  po- 
verty in  a  foreign  land. 

But  do  we  rest  our  argument  for  the  abolition  of  the  Com  Laws  on 
the  fact,  that  they  have  brought  loss  to  the  proprietors  ?  Assuredly 
not.  Although  you  could  shew  gains,  gentlemen !  you  must  yet  be 
HONEST : — ^you  must  be  honest  !  What  sort  of  honesty  Corn-Law  honesty 
is,  we  leave  the  foregoing  paper  to  determine ;  and  we  beg  to  intimate, 
in  parting,  that  it  is  no  argument  in  your  favour,  although  you  should 
cry  out  that  you  will  be  "  ruined."  The  answer  we  give  to  the  cry,  is 
one  your  servants  have  often  given  to  the  cry  of  the  poor :  it  is  a  scien. 
tific  answer  contained  in  a  certain  volume  by  Mr.  Malthvs.  It  in* 
deed  astonishes  us  that  this  reply  has  never  until  now  been  laid  be. 
fore  you ;  and  we  think  it  a  grievous  wrong  towards  you,  that  the  philo. 
sophic  discoveries  of  this  economist  have  hitherto  been  preserved  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  "  unwashed."  When  the  '^  unwashed"  cry  out,  they  are 
Malthussed  without  mercy ;  but  to  you  these  high  consolations  are  now, 
for  the  first  time,  addressed.  The  fact  is,  that  if  you  will  be  ruined  by 
being  forbidden  to  encroach  on  your  neighbour's  property,  it  is  a  clear 
evidence,  as  Dr.  Chalmers  will  inform  you,  that  you  have  "  multiplied 
too  rapidly."  You  must  marry  later,  breed  less,  and  oftener  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  celibacy.  This  is  the  answer  of  Mr.  Malthus  to  your  cry ; 
and  seeing  the  earnestness  with  which  you  recommend  its  application  to 
the  "  rabble,"  we  hope  you  will  appreciate,  in  your  own  persons,  the 
mighty  consolation  of  being  reminded,  that  it  is  just  by  systematic 
"  ruinings"  that  nature  represses  "  population"  within  the  barriers 
which  she  has  set ! 

We  bid  our  readers,  for  a  short  time,  adieu !  Already  have  we  over* 
passed  our  usual  limits ;  but  the  momentous  bearings,  and  universal 
interest  of  the  subject,  may  be  pled  as  an  excuse. 
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(L)  It  may  be  argued  against  ua,  that  as  it  is  only  a  <'  transiereDce^'*  the  national 
wealth  is  not  hurt.  There  ia,  it  will  be  obserred,  a  small  absolute  loss;  but  the 
almost  immeasurable  national  evil  or  loss  arises  from  the  impoverishment  of  the 
producing  classes  occasioned  by  this  detestable  law. 

(9.)  Are  we  not  arguing  in  contradictions  ?  If  the  operatire  receires  the  com^ 
how  can  the  capitalist  be  benefited  ?  Our  answer  i%  that  the  sum  would  be  divided ; 
and  each  class's  share  of  the  division,  coupled  with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  food 
at  the  same,  or  even  a  lower  price  for  an  indefinite  period,  would  immediately  relieve 
BOTH  of  the  load  now  pressing  them  to  the  earth.  If  due  attention  is  paid  to  the 
statement  in  our  text,  it  vrill  be  seen  how  very  preposterous,  if  not  &tal,  it  always 
must  be,  to  consider  the  interests  of  capitalists  and  labourers  as  disparate. 

(3.)  A  remark  of  Dr.  Southwood  Smith's  strikes  us  as  so  apposite  to  the  train  of 
thought  in  our  text  that  we  are  constrained  to  quote  it : — 

<<  Our  Creator  has  planted  happiness  deeply  in  the  very  constitution  of  our  nature^ 
from  its  lowest  to  its  highest  function.  It  is  in  our  power  to  increase  it^  each  for 
himself,  and  for  others  to  an  illimitable  extent.  Of  this  blessed  privilege  we  have 
not  availed  ourselves.  The  production  of  pain,  the  desirucHon  of  liie,  have  been 
profoundly  studied  as  a  science,  and  universally  practised  as  an  art.  The  science 
and  the  art  of  happiness  is  yet  in  a  state  of  infancy ;  which  would  be  incredible  were 
it  not  deeply  felt,  at  once,  in  the  misery  and  the  brevity  of  human  life.  But  light  is 
beginning  to  break  in  upon  mens*  minds.  Let  each,  according  to  his  capacity,  re- 
ceive and  extend  it." 

(4.)  The  only  practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  farmer's  assenting  to  the  entire 
and  immediate  repeal,  excepting  his  engagements  to  the  landlord,  is  the  fact  of  capital 
being  sunk  by  him  in  cultivation  of  the  soils  which  the  repeal  would  compel  to  be 
abandoned.  We  do  not  write  this  note  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  how  to  get  over 
that  difficulty ;  as  it  in  the  meantime  suffices  if  the  fanner  observes  that  it  is  one  not 
to  be  got  over  or  lessened  by  delap  ;  and  we  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  not  a  diffi- 
culty which  he  would  be  disposed  to  set  oft*  against  his  permanent  prosperity,  the 
prosperity  of  his  family  and  his  counti7.  But  we  write  this  note  to  protest  against 
the  difficulty  being  mode  greater  than  it  now  is;  and  to  warn  the  public  who 
4ake  an  interest  in  such  questions,  that  there  is  an  immediate  and  pressing  danger 
of  this  being  done.  If  Tithes  are  commuted,  without  an  accompanying  modification 
of  the  Com  Law,  what  has  long  acted  as  a  hindrance  to  the  cultivation  of  poor  soils 
on  Tithed  estates  will  be  done  away ;  and  the  very  soils  which  must  afterwards  be 
abandoned  when  the  Com  Law  is  abolished,  will  just  now  be  taken  up.  This  opera- 
tion will  occur  over  the  full  half  of  Great  Britain ;  so  that,  if  we  do  not  beware,  we 
shall  plunge  ourselves  into  most  serious  difficulties,  for  the  sake  of  what,  in  such  a 
case^  we  should  be  tempted  to  denominate  the  ideal  part  of  our  Church  Reform.  We 
do  not  expect  a  satis&ctory  settlement  of  the  Tithe  question ;  and  should  perhaps  be 
content,  if  it  did  not  threaten  us  with  a  positive  eviL  What  is  about  to  happen,  may 
be  made  use  of,  on  some  future  day,  to  show  how  little  progress  political  economy  has 
yet  made  in  Downing  Street. 

(6)  It  would  have  exceedingly  delighted  us  to  have  made  this  truth  our  text,  and 
probably  we  shall  do  so  at  no  distant  day.  How  valuable,  as  citizens,  the  landlords 
might  be  under  a  free  state,  with  their  interests  so  closely  botmd  up  with  the  prospe- 
rity alike  of  capitalists  ami  labourers,  we  shall  then  be  proud  to  unfold.  Had  they  been 
in  this  condition  now,  where  should  we  find  opponents  to  the  abolition  of  Entail 
l^ws,  Hypothec  laws,  and  the  whole  host  of  absurdities  that  retard  the  progress  of 
agriculture  ?  But  the  good  day  is  coming,  and  then  they  shall  hav^ur  right  hand, 
lu  the  foregoing  paper  we  have  been  compelled  to  speak  of  them  only  as  unprinci- 
pled encroachers  on  other  men's  rights-^AB  foes  of  the  state. 

[Their  position  is  such  as  we  have  represented :  but  we  are  very  far  from  insinuat- 
ing, that  those  landlords  who  enacted  the  Com  Laws  understood,  to  any  thing  like 
its  full  extent,  the  evil  consequence  of  their  eiutctment  Of  the  landlords  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  probably  the  &r  greater  number  are  little  aware  of  the  mischief  of  the 
same  Laws.  Many  of  them,  we  trust,  will  follow  the  noble  example  of  Lord  Milton ; 
and,  forgetting  their  own  interest  in  the  perpetuance  of  the  most  oppressive  law  in 
our  statute  bc^k,  magnanimously  second  our  effoitd  for  its  abolition.     E.  T.  M.] 
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PALDRIG  DHUV. 

"  Paudhrtg  Dkuv  ?  Hang  him,  he's  the  greatest  liar  in  the  world  ; 
you  don't  know  what  to  believe  from  him." 

*'  No  matter :  this  is  a  good  day  for  the  Gap>  and  his  flies  are  the  beat 
in  the  world  for  that  place ;  so  come  along,  W  illiam,"  (said  I  to  William 
Moriarty,  not  the  brightest  of  country  squires,)  *'  even  though  Truth 
were  to  choke  herself  with  vexation  at  Paddy's  stories.  But  really  I 
don't  think  that  he  is  guilty  of  any " 

*'  Why,  his  wife  is  as  great  a  liar  as  himself.  I  tell  you,  he  tells  lies 
as  fast  as  a  horse  can  trot,  and  she  swears  to  every  one  of  them." 

*'  Oh !  ungallant  man,  to  talk  thus  of  the  soul  of  love  and  honour.  But 
en  avant !  as  Napoleon  used  to  say  in  answer  to  every  obaervation  at  Wa- 
terloo." Far  different  from  William's  is  my  notion  of  Paddy.  A  mere 
fisherman — ^he  is,  I  think,  the  man  of  absolutely  the  most  fertile  inven- 
tion 1  ever  met.  Had  he  been  bom  in  the  east,  he  would  have  excelled 
that  first  of  story-tellers,  Sinbad  the  Sailor.  Had  he  received  an  edu- 
cation he  would  have  gladdened  the  heart  of  Colburn  and  Bentley,  and 
lightened  the  mighty  shelves  of  New  Burlington  and  Marlborough 
Streets.  Drury  Lane  might  have  dispensed  with  Moncrief,  even  though 
he  requires  but  twenty-four  hours  notice  for  a  tragedy  or  a  farce ;  and 
Covent  Garden  might  then  have  boasted  of  a  genuine  Dark  Diamond. 
Tell  any  extraordinary  story  to  Paddy,  he  looks  in  your  face,  and  im- 
mediately outdoes  it  by  another.  Get  the  most  extravagant  fiction  you 
can,  put  it  on  'a  white  horse ;'  then  let  Paddy  get  a  glimpse  of  it,  and 
'tis  distanced  in  a  moment.  His  face  is  square,  hard,  and  quite  matter- 
of-fact  :  his  voice  firm  and  distinct,  with  a  peculiar  tone  of  frankness. 
In  telling  a  story  he  never  changes  a  muscle,  never  makes  a  pause,  nor 
shows  the  slightest  doubt  of  your  full  unhesitating  reliance  on  his  ve- 
racity. The  story  proceeds  without  delay,  in  one  clear  rapid  current. 
There  is  no  admiration  of  himself,  no  lurking  wonder  at  his  genius  :— 
his  sole  business  Is  to  tell  you  a  fact  that  occurred  to  himself,  and 
which  bears  out  in  some  degree  what  you  have  mentioned.  This  he  does 
in  the  most  unpretending  manner,  without  a  consciousness  that  there  is 
anything  unusual  in  the  transaction  he  relates.  One  feature  of  his  sto- 
ries will  be  lost,  I  fear,  in  the  few  short  specimens  given  here  of  them, 
—the  train  of  minute  circumstances  that  gather  round  the  narrative  as 
it  proceeds,  and  give  it  an  air  of  great  naturalness.  He  details  inci- 
dentally such  a  number  of  trifling  things,  but  all  so  appropriate  to  the 
«cene,  the  time,  and  the  persons ;  and  looks  all  the  while  in  your  face 
with  such  an  air  of  truth  and  quiet  earnestness,  that  you  are  led  insen- 
-eibly  to  the  extravagance  for  which  these  were  intended  to  prepare  you  ; 
and  it  is  only  when  you  have  looked  down  its  extreme  absurdity,  that 
Paddy's  real  character  begins  to  be  perceived.  His  stories,  there- 
fore, can  scarcely  be  told  with  one-tenth  of  the  effect  they  have  from 
his  own  mouth.  Moreover,  if  the  reader  could  be  acquainted  with  the 
place  and  the  persons,  he  would  yet  want  the  solemn  asseverations  of 
Paddy's  wife,  Moll,  to  the  perfect  truth  of  the  story.  In  more,  serious 
matters  her  fidelity  to  Paddy  was  questionable  enough ;  but  for  each  and 
every  one  of  his  stories  she  pledges  herself  body  and  soul.  If  he  has  not 
been  a  man  of  strict  veracity,  his  wife's  salvation  is  in  a  perilous  way  ; 
for  I  never  heard  him  tell  a  story  which  MoU  did  not  swear  was  '  one 
entire  and  perfect  chrysolite.' 
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To  retttrn.    We  called  on  Paddy ;  and  while  he  was  tying  a  few  flies^ 
the  conversation  turned  on  the  spirited  manner  in  which  a  gentleman 
had  lately  rescued  a  brother  huntsman  from  the  Laune.     '*  Oh  yes,  I 
heard  of  that.  Sir,"  said  Paddy,  with  a  slight  smile,  "  and  'twas  very 
well  done  indeed  of  Mr.  De  Courcy ;   but  I'll  tell  you  what  happened 
myself  in  the  north,  one  time  this  way  that  I  was  sint  by  Gusty  Crosbie 
to  Lord  O'Neill's.    There  was  to  be  a  great  hunting  and  carousing  at 
the  Lord's ;  and  he  sint  me  there  with  the  horses.    You  never  saw  such 
a  sighth  of  ladies  and  gintlemen ;  and  mtfybe  there  wasn't  wine,  and 
Inrandy,  and  ale  that  would  make  the  mug  stick  to  the  table  like  glue  } 
•WeU,  the  day  of  the  hunt  came, — a  deer  they  had, — and  that  was  the 
fine  field  of  huntsmen.    I  •  rode  the  ould  yellow  horse ; — a  raal  black 
lierse  is  good,  so  is  a  grey  horse  of  the  right  colour ;  but  trust  your  life, 
Sir,  on  the  yellow.     Smoosucgh,  (that  was  the  name  I  gev  him,)  you 
wouldn't  think  any  thing  at  all  of  him  in  the  morning ;  but  when  his 
blood  wanned,  and  he  had  the  right  man  a-top  of  him,  your  horse  should 
lighten  his  garters  to  keep  near  him,  I  promise  you.    Besides  that,  the 
leap  he  had  !    On  we  wint,  and  such  a  chase  I  never  saw  before  or  since, 
I  think ;  from  one  hound's  ditch  of  the  county  to  the  other,  until  there 
Wasn't  a  soul  to  be  seen  but  the  three  dogs,  (our  Morgan  Rattler — 
you  heard  of  him  often.  Sir } — was  first,)  and  the  Lord's  brother,  and 
myself.     Well,  of  course.  Sir,  I  let  the  Lord's  brother  be  foremost ; 
'twouldn't  do  for  the  likes  of  me  to  take  the  front  of  him  ;  but  Smoo^ 
9ucghy  I  felt  him  under  me  as  fresh  as  a  daisy,  and  'twas  all  I  could  do  to 
keep  him  in.    At  last,  when  the  deer  was  just  in  sighth,  and  he  reeling 
end  blowing,  we  cum  across  a  terrible  feah,*  that  you'd  know  by  the 
very  look  of  it  there  was  '  Good  Lodging  for  Man  and  Baste'  there. 
•I'm  sure  'twas  thirty  feet  across ;  but  the  Lord's  brother  run  at  it.    The 
black  horse  was  good,  but  the  feah  was  too  much  for  him ;  he  jumped 
right  into  the  very  middle  of  it,  and  it  began  to  swallow  'em  both  fast. 
There  was  no  time  to  lose.     I  gave  the  yellow  horse  the  spurs ;  and  well 
ft  becom  him.     He  cleared  the  /eaA.    As  I  was  going  over,  I  stooped 
down,  and  caught  the  tail  of  the  black  horse, — ^that  was  all  of  him  you 
could  see  then, — and  tore  it  up,  back-bone  and  all,  up  to  the  head,  and 
threw  out  the  Lord's  brother  on  the  field  !" 
Bravo^  Paddy  f  I  exclaimed. 

Dark  an  affrin/'f  says  Moll,  "  'tis  thnie  for  the  lad,  every  word  of 
it.  The  whole  country  round  wint  to  see  the  place,  that  you'd  think  'twas 
a  patthem.'* 

Seeing  by  the  perplexity  in  my  friend  William's  face,  that  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  detect  some  improbability  in  Paddy's  narrative,  I  changed 
the  conversation. 

"  Wouldn't  it  be  right,  Paddy,  (for,  as  a  fisherman,  there  are  few 
more  skilful  on  the  lake  :)  to  have  a  blue  hackle  }    I'd  like  to  try  one." 
«  Nothing  for  the  gap  but  brown.    There's  a  fellow,  (holding  it  be- 
tween him  and  the  light,)  and  the/11  rise  to  it  as  fast  as  you  can  throw 
out." 

"  The  blue  hackle  I  had  from  you  the  other  day  killed  me  a  nobfe 
salmon,  very  near  thirty  pounds ;  and  what  is  odd,  he  gave  me  no  play 
whatever :  after  a  tumble  or  two  he  was  gaffed.  But  the  strangest  thing 
is,  that  Doherty,  in  helping  to  get  him  in  with  the  landing-net,  caught  a 
fifle  trout." 


(•  LiteraUy  "  a  vein,"  a  quagmire.)  t  By  the  Mass. 
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It  may  be  readily  guested,  tbat  the  last  drcumstance  was  imrenCed  ; 
for  any  thing  like  skill  or  laek  on  Dotierty's  part  (he  was  a  rival)  dis* 
pleased  Paddy  exceedingly :  but  he  took  no  notice  of  it^  and  said^  ''  Oh ! 
the  large  fish  never  give  play:  a  lively  pail*  now  is  worth  twenty  of  'em 
for  that.  Sir.    But  talking  of  large  fish,  (continued  he,  looking  at  thm 
fire,  and  then  turning  to  me,)  I  was  fishing  over  there  at  BeQSK>ii's 
Point  one  day :  the  boat  was  almost  wracked  to  pieces  on  that  Uack^fiiard 
little  quay  that  the  Madamhas  below^ — ^two  or  three  of  her  ribs  war  broken, 
and  so  I  was  obliged  to  fish  from  the  land.    WeU,  just  as  I  was  thinluni^ 
where  I'd  put  her  when  she  was  mended,  I  feels  a  mighty  heavy  puJl  at 
the  line,  that  I  knew  must  be  from  a  great  fellow.   I  tried  him,  but  not 
a  stir  could  I  get  out  of  him  for  any  money.    Says  I,  "  this  must  be  the 
making  of  me,  when  he  wont  rise  his  head  at  all  out  of  the  sand :    'tis 
the  way  with  the  great  salmon  that  they  wont  give  any  play  at  alL" 
Well,  we  tried  him  again,  and  again,  and  again ;  but  'twas  no  use.     I 
thought  that  may  be  'twas  a  rock,  or  a  stump  of  a  tree,  after  all,  ao  I 
goes  about  every  way  to  get  the  hook  free,  but  nothing  would  do.     At 
last  he  vexed  me  all  out ;  I  didn't  care  a  farthing  what  became  of  the 
rod  or  tackle ;    I  gave  a  terrible  whip,  and  tossed  something  over  my 
head  into  the  bushes  behind.    '  Yourself  and  all  that  came  before  you 
to  the  divil,'  says  I,  going  to  see  what  it  was.    And  sure  I  found  that 
it  was  an  anvil,  and  that  the  hook  had  stuck  in  its  eye.    But  that  was'nt 
the  best  of  it :    there  was  a  fine  stag  (nine  years  ould  by  the  horna) 
sleeping  in  the  bush,  and  when  I  thrun  back  the  anvil,  I  struck  him  with 
it  in  the  middle  of  tiie  forehead,  and  killed  him  as  dead'  as  a  gurnet." 

*'  Who  the  d ^1,"  interrupted  Moriarty, "  ever  saw  ^  rod  or  gut  that 

would  pitch  an  anvil  out  of  the  lake  at  Tomies  ?  Weren't  Mr.  Lynch 
and  I  raising  an  anvil  the  other  day,  for  a  wager  ?  There  isn't  a  rod  im 
the  world,  unless  a  rod  of  iron  or  steel,  that  would  do  it." 

Paddy  never  vindicates  a  story ;  I  was  unable,  from  laughter,  to  utter 
a  word ;  but  Moll,  as  usual,  swore  "  it  was  thrue  for  the  lad.  Wasn't 
the  anvil  a  block  by  the  fire,  until  she  gave  it  to  her  sister's  son-inJaw, 
when  he  set  up  the  forge  at  Fahah  Cross  ?  And  for  the  stag,  didn't  an 
Iveraghan  give  a  full-bound  of  butter  for  his  skin  ?" 

I  saw  that  Paddy  was  in  great  blood  this  day ;  and  willing  to  see  how 
far  he  would  run  if  line  enough  were  given  him,  I  requested  Moriarty'a 
silence  by  a  look,  and  showed  Paddy  a  volume  containing  some  exceUent 
drawings  of  fishes. 

'^  That  one  is  a  shark :  he  grows  to  be  sixteen  or  twenty  feet  long,  and 
is  exceedingly  ferocious.  A  man  in  full  armour  was  once  found  in  the 
belly  of  one.    Bid  you  Paddy  ever  see  any  thing  like  that  ? 

"A  man  in  armour?  That's  a  soger  I  suppose.  No,  indeed.  Sir,  I 
never  saw  any  thing  quare  in  a  fish.  A  man  in  a  shuit  (suit)  of  iron  ! 
The  only  thing  I  ever  saw  out  of  the  way  was  one  day  I  caught  a  brown 
trout,  between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds,  and  we  found  a  wran's  (wren's) 
nest  and  seventeen  eggs  in  his  gills.  That  was  all  I  ever  saw  in  a  fish. 
I  remember,  indeed,  that  I  caught,  below  there,  opposite  Fussa  Quay, 
a  big  salmon  with  an  officer's  cocked  hat  on  his  head;  and  trouble 
enough  he  gave  before  he  was  in  the  boat." 

''  Man  alive !"  said  Moriarty,  ''  how  could  he  see  the  fly  with  the 
cocked  hat  ?" 

''  Sure,  Sir,"  says  Paddy,  "  'twasn't  by  the  mouth  at  all  I  had  him ; 
if  it  was,  we'd  make  aisy  work  of  it :  but  he  wanted  to  drown  the  fly  with 


*  A  Spring  ealmon. 
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his  tail ;  when  I  hooked  him  ;  and  that  was  the  raison  he  gev  all  the  plaj. 
It  must  he^  Sir,  you  often  caught  a  trout  that  why,  and  jrou  know  how 
hard  'tis  to  land  him." 

"  Yeh  what  is  that.  Sir  }"  said  Paddy,  pointing  to  a  plate. 
"  That  is  an  Indian  fish-spear.  The  wild  Indians,  it  is  said,  go  out 
on  their  lakes,  in  a  canoe — a  cot — by  night.  A  large  bundle  of  blazing 
splinters  is  placed  in  tiie  bow ;  a  man  stands  near  with  one  of  these  in 
his  hand;  and  the  moment  a  fish  is  seen^  as  quick  as  lightning  he 
spears  it." 

"  To  be-sure, — spear-fishing, — ^many  a  thousand  salmon  I  killed  in  the 
Laune  and  Dooghlasha  that  way." 

"  Ay,  Paddy,  but  the  Indian  darts  the  spear  out  of  his  hand  several 
fa^oms  perhaps  to  the  bottom,  and  nails  the  salmon  to  the  sand ;  while 
ye  never  let  go  the  spear." 

"  Thrue  for  you.  Sir :  but  our  way  is  surer.  Maybe  we  could  do  it,  if 
we  liked  to  take  a  dive  for  the  salmon  and  spear  on  a  frosty  night.  At 
any  rate  the  Injians  are  very  active.  Well,  I'U  tell  you  a  thing  that 
happened  me  one  di^.  Donulh  Plookh  and  myself  were  cutting  bwoelhaans 
(flails)  in  the  wood  at  Tornies.  There  was  a  hunt  the  same  day  in 
the  wood.  As  soon  as  we  cut  a  barth  (a  man's  load)  of  'em, — and  I 
never  seen  finer  ones,  of  oak,  and  holly,  and  ash, — we  war  both  coming 
home  ;  when  we  found  Jack  Barry  and  his  men  cutting  turf  on  the  bank 
that's  next  the  wood.  Fine  high  banks  they  were,  and  there'sn't  better 
turf  in  the  country  than  it.  *  Well,'  says  Jack,  '  sit  down  and  dress 
yeer  bwoelhaam:  the  divil  take  me  if  yell  go  untill  ye  dine:  the  mate  is 
boiled  long  ago,  and  the  froth  is  on  the  potatoes ;  the  men  are  going  to 
rise  off  the  work.'  So  we  stopt  and  began  to  open  the  barth,  Donulh, 
Sir,  was  always  fond  of  the  bone ;  so  he  sat  down  near  the  fire  with  his 
back  to  the  bank,  and  the  other  bank  opposite  us  out.  I  began  to  dress 
and  sharpen  a  fine  likely  btootlhaan,  that  would  be  good  enough,  you'd 
think,  for  Uschur  ;  when  we  hears  the  noise  in  the  wood,  and  out  leaps  a 
noble  stag  with  horns  that  length.  Sir.  The  hounds,  to  be  sure,  frightened 
him :  but  when  he  seen  us  he  turns,  and  runs  up  along  the  bank.  We 
all  looked  aboUt  us :  but  there  was  nothing  except  the  bwoelhaan  that  I 
had  in  my  hand.  Well,  just  as  he  was  making  by  us  for  the  bare  life, 
I  thrun  the  bufoelhaan  at  him ;  it  ran  through  and  through  his  side,  and 
into,  the  bank  beyont  him,  that  he  couldnt  stir  one  step.  We  ran  up  and 
cut  his  throat,  and  I  never  seen  a  finer  stag.  There  was  that  heighth  of 
mate,  (measuring  off  about  four  inches  on  his  fingers)  upon  his  breast." 

*'  That  I  might  nt  go  out  of  the  house  but  a  corpse,"  said  MoU,''  if 
there  is  a  word  of  lie  for  him  1" 

*f  Do  you  think  I  doubt  it  ?  But  Paddy,  what  was  the  greatest  bounce 
you  ever  saw  a  salmon  make  ?" 

"  Why  thin,  indeed.  Sir,  I  never  saw  anything  out  of  the  way  that 
way." 

*'  Well,  I've  seen  the  salmon  leap  at  Leixlip,  which  is  at  least  twenty 
feet  high ;  and  the  salmon  spring  higher  stiU ;  so  that  they  are  sometimes 
nhotjlying"  t 

'  Gofidouth,  Sure  I'll  tell  you  what  happened  myself,  the  day  they 
gave  the  Stag-hunt  to  the  Lord  LieUtenlmt — he  that  had  the  Black 
with  him  here." 

"  Oh  !  the  black  servant : — Lord  Talbot,  I  suppose." 

"  The  very  same.  Sir.  Well  that  day — Maybe  yon  were  out  your- 
self, and  know  it  as  well  as  I  do?  But  I  believe  you  were'nt  in  the 
country  that  year, — any  how  the  whole  world  seen  it.    The  hunt  was  in 
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Turk  Lake ;  and  m  soon  as  it  was  over>  and  the  stag  wae  in  the  boat, 
all  the  boats  were  going  down  Brickeen  Bridge,  to  dine  at  InniifaUen. 
Ofeh !  what  a  show  there  was  of  'em^  and  what  a  power  of  ladies  and 
gintleman  there  was  on  the  bridge !  There  war  boats  too  coming  up 
from  Glenna  and  Innisfallen.  Well^  Sir^  just  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
eame  to  the  Bridge,  Mr.  Herbert  desired  him  hear  the  echo  first,  and 
the  shot  for  the  stag.  '  Paddy/  says  he  to  me, '  let's  have  a  noble  shot. 
I  trust  you  with  it  before  any  man.'  So  I  got  the  Pattherraro.*— -you 
know  the  place.  Sir,  of  course,  where  the  best  echo  on  the  lake  is, — ^from 
the  rocks  about  twenty  yards  above  the  bridge?"— (To  this  I  could 
safely  assent.)  "  Well,  I  loads  it  well  with  powder  and  a  sod  of 
turf ;  nudces  a  good  ditnl ;  and  was  just  going  to  put  the  spunk  to  it, 
when  I  hears  the  cry,  '  The  sabnon,  the  salmon  ;'  and  sure  enough  there 
he  was,  a  huge  fellow  leaping  over  the  bridge.  I  suppose  he  was  caught 
between  the  boats  coming  up  and  going  down,  and  the  wather  being 
shallow,  he  was  obliged  to  jump  over  the  bridge." 

'^  And  what  did  you  do  Paddy?" 

**  I  claps  the  pattherraro  to  my  shouldher,  and  kills  him  as  dead  as  a 
herring." 

«  Oh  b and  o "  exclaimed  my  friend  William,  in  the  agony  of 

his  soul ;  but  Paddy  went  on,  "  They  weighed  him  and  found  he  was  just 
twenty  seven  pounds  and  a  quarter.  But  what  do  ye  think  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  gev  me  ?— *The  raggeen  put  a  hand  in  his  pocket,  and  hands 
me  a  tin-pinny  bit  T't 

'^  'Tis  thrue  for  him,"  said  the  never-failing  Moll ;  "  shure  I  have  it 
in  the  box  there  yet ;  •K>nly  the  child  lost  the  key  yesterday." 

This  was  enough  on  one  day  even  for  me  ;  so  we  started  for  the  Gap, 
having  paid  Paddy  somewhat  more  liberally  than  his  Lordship.  As  soon 
as  we  got  out,  "  Did  you  ever,"  said  William,  "  hear  such  a  liar  ?  Shoot 
a  salmon  with  a  Patterrara  a  foot  long  ?  Why  the  priming  would  blind 
him.    Besides,  how  would  the  horse  do  without  his  back-bone  ?" 

''  True.    Then  you  do  think  he  told  lies  ?" 

**  It's  my  opinion,"  said  he,  stopping  and  looking  like  a  man  that  had 
made  up  his  mind,  '*  that  you  ought  not  believe  half  of  what  he  said 
to-day." 
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The  old  parties  have  been  broken  up  with  the  old  system,  and  new  ones 
are  forming.  Not  to  speak  it  profanely,  "  all  old  things  have  passed 
away."  The  Tory  party  is  an  unreal  ^ade,  which  continues  to  look 
spitefully  and  peevishly  upon  us,  but  eludes  our  grasp.  The  Whig 
party  is  a  mere  name  bestowed  upon  all  that  worthy  class  of  the  com- 
munity who  wish  to  have  matters  amended,  without  well  knowing  how 

*  A  Patterrara  is  a  small  brass  cannon,  about  a  foot  in  length,  used  for  the  pur. 
poses,  and  in  the  way  described  by  Paddy.     It  is  loaded  with  powder  aIone,^unle8s, 

when  to  produce  a  greater  report,  a  ball  of  loose  earth  and  grass  is  stuffed  into  it, 

and,  being  placed  on  the  ground,  is  fired  off  without  fiuther  precaution.  The  place  is 
well  chosen  by  him.  On  the  right  hand,  about  fifty  yards  above  the  bridge,  are  some 
rocks,  which  fonn  a  well-known  station  for  firing.  The  echoes  are  magnificent  But 
the  salmon  most  have  leaped  to  a  height  of  forty  or  fifty  feet. 

-f>  Lord  Talbot  was  unpopular,  and  had  moreover  the  character  of  not  being  very 
liberal  of  his  money.  This,  no  doubt,  suggested  to  Paddy  the  incident  of  the  <<  tin- 
piany  bit.*' 
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to  set  about  it.  It  is  supposed  to  include  every  man  who^  disapproving 
of  our  Com  Laws^  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  alter 
them ;  or  who^  abhorring  slavery^  thinks  it  unjust  to  free  the  slave  ;  or 
who^  averse  to  wasteful  expenditure^  rejects  every  plan  of  retrenchment ; 
or  who  thinks  the  law  of  entail  an  absurdity  which  ought  to  be  per- 
petuated. This  is  not  a  party.  A  party  must  have  a  community  of  in. 
terests  or  opinions  for  the  bones  and  sinews  of  its  frame.  This  is  merely 
a  ruddle  of  timid  sheep  crowding  together^  and  tumbling  stupidly  over 
one  another  at  the  impulse  of  their  common  fear.  Then  the  word  Ra- 
dical is  one  which  indicates  no  class  of  politicians ;  it  vaguely  compre- 
hends every  man  who  goes  a  step  beyond  the  worthy  citizens  we  have 
been  describing.  It  includes  Mr.  Hume^  who  would  keep  faith  with  the 
national  creditor ;  Mr.  Cobbett^  who  would  turn  him  adrift ;  and  Mr.  Att- 
wood^  who  would  pay  him  with  fine  words^  which  butter  no  parsnips^  and 
little  paper  parallelograms.  It  includes  Mr.  Roebuck^  who  squares  all 
his  actions  to  the  principles  of  Bentham ;  and  Mr.  Hunt^  who  troubles 
himself  with  no  principles  at  all.  Mr  Hume's  patriotic  band  has  received 
an  accession  of  numbers^  and  a  still  greater  accession  of  talent.  The 
Edinburgh  Whigs^  who  have  hitherto  been  little  more  than  the  literary 
champions  of  their  cause^  have  emerged  into  legislative  existence.  It  is 
worth  while  to  take  a  closer  view  of  this  first-born  of  the  Scottish 
Reform  Act.  - 

The  Edinburgh  Whig  Coterie  has  gained  a  name  by  the  identification 
of  some  of  its  leading  members  with  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  has 
riveted  its  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
Whigs  of  Scotland,  by  the  high  stations  which  they  occupy  in  the  legal 
profession.  The  talents  and  professional  habits  of  this  body  eminently 
qualified  them,  as  both  friends  and  foes  have  founds  for  organizing  a 
partisan  force.  They  are  united  among  themselves,  and  to  the  Chancel- 
lor;  to  whom,  in  despite  of  occasional  piques  and  jealousies,  they  look  as 
their  leader  and  representative,  by  early,  unbroken,  and  long-continued 
friendship  and  intimacy.  They  will  stand  one  for  all,  and  all  for  one ; 
will  enable  Brougham  to  cock  his  wig  more  croueely  in  the  cabinet  than 
ever.  It  is  therefore  of  some  importance,  that  the  public  should  be  put 
in  possession  of  the  character  of  this  new  influence  which  has  been  added 
to  Earl  Grey's  councils. 

The  literary  talents,  amiable  dispositions,  and  purely  honourable  cha- 
racters of  the  leaders  of  this  cliqtie,  are  beyond  a  doubt.  It  were  affec- 
tation to  dwell  on  their  claims  to  the  first  of  these  attributes ;  and  as  to 
the  others,  men  better  fitted  to  grace  the  festive  circle,  and  add  a  charm 
to  retired  intimacy ;  men  guided  by  purer  feelings  and  higher  principles 
in  the  relations  of  private  life,  are  not  to  be  found.  Our  estimate  of  their 
public  character  must,  however,  be  *^  craftily  qualified."  They  com- 
menced their  political  career  at  a  time  when  the  suspicion  of  a  man's  be- 
ing tainted  with  liberal  principles  was,  in  Scotland,  enough  to  exclude 
him  from  the  more  fashionable  circles.  The  Edinburgh  Review,  in  its  ear. 
lier  numbers,  was,  if  any  thing,  a  Tory  publication.  When  its  young  con. 
ductors  did  at  last  venture  to  shew  the  cloven  foot,  it  was  wifji  a  degree 
of  timidity,  drubbed  into  them  by  the  repeated  snubbings  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  civic  and  collegiate  authorities  during  their  career  in 
the  Speculative  Society.  They  avoided  the  expression  of  any  decided 
opinions,  preferring  the  eclectic  or  sceptical  tone.  Those  few  doctrines 
which  they  have  at  last  heartily  embraced,  (chiefly  relating  to  the  theory 
of  commerce,)  they  long  cour«ed  around,  and  snuffed  at,  then  scamper- 
ed away,  and  then  came  back  again,  for  all  tke  world  as  a  dog  does  be- 
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fore  he  ventures  to  pick  up  the  bone  he  finds  lyin^  among  the  snowl 
They  mildly  remonstrated  with  the  Tories  on  the  inexpediency  of  some 
of  their  ways ;  disclaiming,  at  the  same  time,  with  hysterical  vehemence, 
all  connexion  with  the  naughty  men  who  had  frightened  the  said  Tories. 
They  uplifted  their  mouths,  and  thanked  God,  that  they  were  not  a« 
Godwin,  neither  contaminated  with  the  heresies  of  Bentham.  They  were 
a  race  of  political  academists  ;  touching  with  gentle  hand  the  sore  parts 
of  either  party,  and  elegantly  and  playfuUy  hinting  at  a  remedy ;  but  not 
particularly  sanguine  in  their  expectations  that  the  world  would  follow 
their  prescription!*,  and  not  much  caring  whether  it  did  or  not.  They 
were  like  **  La  Belle  Hamilton"  at  the  court  of  Charles  II., — ^possessed 
of  sufficient  self-command  to  keep  her  own  person  pure,  but  not  of  nice 
enough  feelings  to  be  annoyed  by  the  uncloaked  debauchery  of  those 
who  surrounded  her.  They  held  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  more  gnu 
tified  by  the  consciousness  of  their  own  goodness,  than  pained  by  the 
naughtiness  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  political  condition  of  Scotland,  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Re- 
form Act,  was  well  calculated  to  keep  them  in  this  state  of  political 
nonage.  They  were  placed  in  a  region  where  the  voice  of  the  people 
was  never  heard  in  any  consultation  regarding  the  business  of  the  state. 
Like  certain  gentlemen  in  Milton's  Scotland — ^Pandemonium  we  mean-~ 
they  "  apart  sate  on  a  hill  retired,  and  reasoned  high,"  of  matters  in 
which  the  constitution  of  their  country  permitted  them  to  take  no  ac* 
tive  share.  The  nearest  approach  allowed  them  to  taking  a  part  in  the 
tug  of  war,  was  the  delivery  of  beautiful  set  speeches  at  political  din. 
ners,  and  those  solemn  meetings,  heralds  of  parliamentary  petitions, 
where  the  orators  have  it,  ''  like  the  bull  in  the  china  shop,  all  their  own 
way."  They  could  not  exactly  be  called  unversed  in  the  real  business 
of  life ;  for  most  of  them,  as  before  hinted,  are  lawyers ;  but  politics 
were  *^  of  their  lives  a  thing  apart,"  a  beautiful  imagination  not  linked 
with  sordid  realities ;  and  the  only  debates  tending  to  practical  result 
in  which  they  mingled,  were  those  of  a  Court  where  every  step  is  pre- 
scribed by  law,  not  of  those  more  stirring,  character.forming  assembliel 
where  the  laws  themselves  are  made.  Every  thing  tended  to  keep  the 
leaders,  the  lights  of  the  party,  theoretical,  not  practical  statesmen ; 
persons  to  whom  it  was  free  to  float  at  will  on  a  sea  of  doubts,  indulging 
in  nice  distinctions ;  men  untrained  to  promptitude  in  decision,  and  per. 
severance  in  action.  Such. of  them  as  meddled  with  local  politics,  ex- 
perienced the  truth  of  the  old  proverb  respecting  the  handling  of  pitch. 

This  ripeness  of  judgment,  and  want  of  experience,  have  conjoined 
with  the  provincial  locality  of  the  Edinburgh  Whigs,  to  stamp  the  re- 
spectable portion  of  them  with  a  very  peculiar  character.  Without  be- 
longing to  that  class,  which,  looking  more  deeply  into  the  workings  of 
sooiety  than  the  busy  multitude,  elaborate,  in  quiet  cells,  the  political 
and  moral  creeds  of  coming  generations ;  their  views  are  eminently  un- 
practical. They  are  called  upon  to  take  a  share  in  the  active  manage- 
ment of  a  machine  which  they  have  hitherto  contemplated  lyily  from  a 
distance.  They  are  conscious  of  their  want  of  mechanical  skill  and  readi- 
ness, and  consequently  timid.  At  the  same  time,  they  have  been  too  long 
the  oracles  of  their  little  circle,  to  have  failed  to  acquire,  not  exactly 
a  confidence  in  their  own  judgment,  but  a  comparatively  greater  dis- 
trust in  every  other  person's.  Anxious  and  hesitating  when  called  to 
action,  they  are  supercilious  and  immovable  in  argument.  They  will 
neither  stir  themselves,  nor  allow  others  to  push  them  on.  They  disap- 
prove of  the  S3rstem  upon  which  the  Government  of  this  country  has 
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hitherto  been  conducted^  and^  if  you  give  them  time^  will  take  it  into 
their  consideration  whether  a  better  may  not  be  devised ;  but  if  you 
hint  that  there  is  no  time  left — that  the  wolf  is  at  the  door ;  and  still 
more^  if  you  venture  to  hint  at  what  they  ought  to  do^  they  turn  away 
with  a  cold  smile  of  conscious  superiority.  They  are  too  ineffably  above 
you,  even  to  be  moved  by  your  presumption. 

This  has  been  their  line  of  conduct  ever  since  the  Duke  of  Welling, 
ton's  dismissal.  They  were  averse  to  petitioning  at  first-^'^  Let  us  wait 
and  see  what  ministers  will  do."  When  forced  into  a  demonstration, 
they  took  care  that  the  petition  of  Edinburgh  should  be  such  as  might 
be  amply  granted  by  the  narrowest,  the  most  iUusory  reform — '^  For 
any  sake,  avoid  all  details :  they  are  rocks  upon  which  we  cannot  fail 
to  split."  The  struggle  grew  keener  and  closer ;  it  was  evidently  the 
death-grapple.  A  bolder  demonstration  was  called  for.  With  timorous 
deprecatory  remonstrances,  they  acquiesced  in  an  open  air  meeting. 
£arl  Grey  resigned.  The  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  nation  boldly  pointed 
to  the  last  resource ;  but  our  Edinburgh  Whigs  shrunk  from  the  slight- 
est allusion  to  the  stopping  of  the  supplies,  as  if  the  shade  of  Castle- 
reagh  stood  frowning  before  them.  It  was  only  after  the  most  urgent 
and  reiterated  prayers,  and  under  the  threat  of  a  counter-motion,  that 
they  nerved  themselves  to  stand  firm  by  the  L.IO  qualification.  They 
were  willing  to  have  conceded  that  essential  point  ^'  as  one  of  the 
details."  During  the  whole  of  the  canvass  which  preceded  the  late  elec« 
tions,  they  evaded  the  questions  of  short  parliaments  and  tiie  ballot. 
To  the  former  we  know  them  to  be  unfriendly ;  respecting  the  latter, 
they  have  uniformly  said,  '^  Let  us  see  whether  it  be  necessary  ?"  Its 
necessity  has  been  experimentally  established.  The  most  unwarrant- 
able acts  of  bribery  and  oppression  are  proved  to  have  been  resorted  to 
by  the  Conservatives ;  and  Sir  John  DsJrymple  mildly  tells  them,  that 
'^  if  they  persist,"  he  may  **  incline  to  favour  the  ballot."  Maria  Dar. 
lington's  "Very  naughty  man,"  addressed  to  her  seemingly  faithless 
spouse,  was  not  a  more  disproportionate  rebuke.  All  the  time  that  they 
^e  thus  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  urgency  of  the  people,  they  are  coax- 
ing the  Tories  to  kiss  and  be  friends.  "  Now  that  the  struggle  is  ever^ 
let  all  harsher  feelings  be  forgotten."  Oh  yes  !  We  have  won  at  the 
game  of  ^*  Change  seats,  the  king's  coming ;"  let  us  now  join  with  the 
losers  to  bar  the  door  against  the  intrusion  of  too  many  new  guests. 

Some  people  think  there  is  dishonesty  in  all  this.  They  are  mistaken. 
The  Scottish  Whigs  persist  in  keeping  up  every  sinecure  appointment ; 
they  refuse  to  hear  of  further  reforms;  they  strive  to  keep  on  good 
terms  with  the  Tories :  it  is  all  weakness  and  ignorance  of  the  world-— 
no  positively  dishonest  purpose.  Raw  from  their  studies,  they  tremble 
to  lay  a  reforming  finger  upon  the  delicate  maehine  intrusted  to  their 
eare,  least  it  should  crumble  in  their  grasp.  Conceited  of  their  own 
superior  acquirements ;  believing  that  all  are  in  utter  ignorance  except 
their  old  corrupt  opponents,  themselves  and  their  toadies,  they  dog. 
gedly  refuse  to  hear  of  any  person  undertaking  what  they  fear  to  at. 
tempt.  They  are  like  a  physician  who  would  consult  all  his  authorities 
by  the  bed-side  of  an  apoplectic  patient ;  carefully  collating  every  pas. 
sage  with  the  symptoms  of  the  dying  man,  before  he  attempted  to  re 
lieve  him.  They  feel  not  themselves  the  grinding  of  that  penury  which 
redundant  taxation,  and  a  clumsy,  cumbrous  system  of  executive  govern- 
ment have  brought  upon  the  working  classes ;  and  they  believe  every 
man  who  speaks  from  feeling  an  unsafe  counsellor.  He  is  excited,  and 
cannot  reflect  coolly.     It  is  as  though  they  should  address  a  friend. 
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*'  My  good  fellow,  you  most  allow  that  you,  who  have  a  goad  of  red-kot 
iron  eticking  in  your  breech,  cannot  reason  so  cooUy  on  the  matter  aa 
we  who  are  free  from  all  such  applianoes  and  means  to  boot.  It  is  ab- 
surd in  you  to  deafen  us  with  your  cries  to  pull  it  out  before  we  have 
time  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  is  the  most  eligible  mode  of 
procedure." 

This  is  not  dishonesty :  but  it  is  every  whit  as  dangerous.  You  may 
force  a  rogue  to  act  right  by  pointing  to  the  gibbet :  but  pragmatical 
oouncil  walks  with  closed  eyes  over  the  precipice.  Again,  it  engenders 
public  distrust.  Public  men  must  be  judged  by  their  public  actiona : 
few  have  access,  and  fewer  leisure^  to  study  their  ruling  motives,  and  to 
learn  to  pardon  them  for  their  good  intentions.  That  people  with  which 
they  disdain  to  form  a  nearer  intimacy,  will  soon  grow  disgusted  with 
them.  They  will  bear  the  blame  of  all  the  ill  they  occasion,  which  is  fair  ; 
but  they  will  also  be  accused  of  having  willed  it,  which  is  hard ;  for  they 
have  kind  hearts  and  high  aspirations. 

If  they  persist  in  their  besotted  obstinacy,  they  will  form  a  drag-chain 
of  imposing  strength  on  the  motions  of  government.  Let  us  see :  There 
are  in  the  present  parliament  Jeffrey,  Murray,  and  Macaulay,— tongues 
of  the  trump.  Then  there  is  Lord  Dalmeny,  an  ingenuous  diffident  boy, 
who  will  do  as  they  bid  him  ;*  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  a  good  man  and 
true,  though  somewhat  priggish,  whom  they  will  manage  by  making  him 
believe  that  he  follows  his  own  inclinations.  There  are  Ferguson  of 
Raith,  (one  of  themselves,)  Admiral  Fleming,  Lord  Ormelie,  and 
Stewart  Mackenzie,  as  honest  and  well-meaning  men  as  breathe,  whose 
gentlemanly  feeling  will  guard  them  against  the  blandishments  of  the 
Tories,  and  who  will  be  kept  from  the  approach  of  the  people  by  the  jeaL 
ous  and  plausible  arts  of  the  Coterie,  How  many  more  of  our  Scottish 
members  are  in  their  toils,  we  cannot  precisely  say ;  but  even  this  is  a 
tolerable  nucleus  of  a  party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  stick  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  through  thick  and  thin,  and  *'  do  his  spiriting  gently •** 
With  this  tail  wagging  behind  him,  in  its  tremulous  pride.  Lord  Brougham 
will  be  more  likely  to  put  on  hie  peremptory  in  the  Cabinet.  He  has 
been  from  youth  a  man  more  of  brilliant,  comprehensive,  and  restless, 
than  of  solid  parts.  In  the  Speculative  Society  he  was  one  of  those  whose 
boldness  was  mainly  instrumental  in  calling  down  the  indignation  of  the 
big- wigs ;  and  again,  he  was  the  one  who  most  overlaid  the  character 
of  conformity  he  was  called  upon  to  assume.  Such  has  he  been  through 
life.  His  ambition  is  great,  his  conceptions  noble,  his  activity  sleepless : 
but  his  power  wants  continuity  of  application.  He  puts  on  too  mudi  at 
one  time,  and  too  little  at  another.  Forming  bold  ideas,  and  acting  upon 
them  with  a  startling  rapidity  at  one  moment,  he  seeks  the  next  to 
tread  the  perplexed  paths  of  intrigue  with  the  noiselsss  footstep  of  the 
courtier.  One  day  he  beards  his  enemies  with  fierce  denunciations ;  and 
then  for  a  week  be  is  all  conciliation,  ''  the  torrent's  smoothness  ere  it 
dash  below."  For  a  week  he  is  the  oil  spread  over  the  vexed  billows  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  to  restore  the  glassy  surface  of  that  once  wavelesa 
aristocratic  ocean  ;  and  at  the  end  of  it,  he  breaks  out  into  a  Herculean 


*  This  article  was  written  before  the  occasion  when  Lord  Dalmeny  laid  aside  the 
character  of  the  diffident  and  pliable  boy,  to  assume,  (we  hope  for  life,)  the  character 
of  manly  independence.  His  vote  with  the  minority,  on  Mr.  Hume^s  motion  for  the 
Abolition  of  Naval  and  Military  Sinecures,  has  given  as  gfreat  hopes,  that  Lord  Dalmeny 
is  no  commonplace  penon.  His  dissenting  ih>m  his  Whig  friends  in  so  marked  an 
instance,  shews  moral  courage,  at  least,  and  independence  of  party. 
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frenzy^  seizes  poor  Sugden,  as  his  prototype  did  Hykis^  and  hurls  him 
far  away  beyond  human  ken ;  or  rather,  by  a  more  cruel  metamor. 
phosis  than  any  in  Ovid,  he,  before  our  eyes,  transmutes  a  man  into  a 
bug.  Sueh  a  creature  of  momentary  and  varying  impulses— -over-bold 
the  one  moment,  dangerously  timid  the  next— followed,  as  he  is  likely 
to  be,  by  a  numerous  and  talented  body  of  personal  adherents,  is  a  ques- 
tionable coadjutor  for  a  government,  which,  more  than  any  we  have 
known,  requires  to  temper  boldness  with  caution,  which  must  feel  its 
way  at  every  footstep,  yet  dare  not  loiter  for  a  moment,  or  withdraw 
one  hair's  breadth  after  it  has  advanced.* 

Earl  Grey  will  do  well  to  look  to  the  motions  of  this  party,  which,  by 
its  bigoted  scepticism,  and  its  coquetry  with  the  old  aristocratical  and 
priestly  faction,  may  interfere  materially  with  the  stately  march  of  his 
own  straightforward  policy.  The  nation  will  do  well  to  look  shai^ly 
after  men  who  may  not  dare  to  be  just  to  it.  The  party  itself  will  do 
well  to  scrutinize  its  own  character,  and  examine  the  nature  of  the  hold 
it  has  upon  the  country.  Our  objurgation  has  not  been  uttered  in  anger. 
Personally,  we  love  and  esteem  many  of  its  members,  however  much  we 
may  distrust  them  in  their  corporate  capacity.  ^'  We  neither  seek  nor 
shun  their  favour  nor  their  feud."  Let  them  remember  that  they  are 
new  to  office  ;  and  not  rooted  in  that  genial  soil.  Let  them  remember 
that  the  national  spirit  has  been  excited  by  real  wrongs,  not  abstract 
theories ;  and  that  men  of  action  are  what  we  now  want.  Let  them  re- 
member, that  they  have  hitherto  kept  themselves  immured  within  the 
Bastile  of  their  own  domestic  circles,  and  do  not  know  the  people. 
Even  with  our  wealthier  citizens,  their  intercourse  has  had  a  tone  of  dis- 
tance and  condescension.  The  ten-pound  voters  were  a  race  alto- 
gether new  to  them  ;  and  there  are  myriads  behind  of  whom  they  know 
nothing, — men  of  clear  heads  and  quick  feelings.  Above  all,  let  them 
remember  how  feeble  is  their  real  influence.  Their  ill-omened  patron, 
age  mainly  contributed  to  lose  Mr.  Crawfurd  his  election  for  Glasgow, 
and  their  opposition  had  almost  re-established  Mr.  Johnstone  in  the  Stir- 
ling burghs.  They  are  taken  on  trial :  let  them  beware  lest  they  be 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting. 

.We  know  that  these  are  unpalatable  truths,  and  we  know  the  love 
generally  born  towards  those  who  administer  such  nauseous  mixtures. 
Nay  more,  we  know  that  many  worthy  and  independent  men  will  blame 
us  for  hallooing  before  the  hounds  are  out  of  the  wood.  It  is  indeed  an 
unthankful  office  to  keep  men  to  their  duty  by  hinting  our  suspicions  of 
them.    We  are  likely  to  be  regarded  as  pragmatical  coxcombs  at  the 

*  Though  we  cannot  subscribe  to  the  above  estimate  of  the  character  of  Lord 
Brougham,  we  conceive  it  right  to  let  it  go  forth.  The  public  press  never  perfoims 
a  more  usefnl  office,  than  letting  those  men  whose  characters,  fnm  the  station  in 
affiiirs  which  they  have  achieved,  are  likely  to  influence  the  destinies  of  nations,  freely 
hear,  while  it  is  time,  what  is  thought  of  them  by  the  people  at  large,  and  especially 
by  kindred  minds, — ^the  men  of  the  ftiture  time,  who  are  pres^g  forward  in  the  same 
career  that  they  have  run.  It  is  clear  that  in  many  quarters  doubts  sre  arisirg 
about  the  Lord  Chancellor  which  we  refuse  to  entertain,  and  notice  with  regret  He 
has  been  thrbivn  somewhat  off  his  balance,  and  is  hurried  -  and  dizzied  of  bite ;  but 
he  will  right  and  settle  down.  He  will  look  back  upon  his  past  course ;  and  consi- 
derately ponder  the  steps  by  which  he  has  advanced,  and  the  nature  of  that  steady, 
irresistible  current  which  has  bone  him  onward.  He  will  not  permit  himMlf  either 
to  be  drifted  back,  or  whirled  with  the  chaff  and  straws  into  the  eddy.  He  is  not  a 
man  of  petty  aims,  nor  of  mean,  purblind  ambition.  The  page  of  history  lies  open 
before  him.  If  we  shall  ever  be  constrained  to  doubt  his  political  morakj  even  then, 
we  should  fall  back  upon  his  intellect.  A  dishonest  Statesman  was  always  a  knave, 
but  in  the  19th  century  be  must  be  a  fool  also.  B.  T.  M. 
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time^  and  abused  afterwards  for  our  dislruflt ;  although,  perhaps,  it  was 
our  plain  speaking  alone  which  prevented  what  we  foresaw  from  takinit 
place.  Our  moan  however  is  soon  made^  We  have  already  established 
a  sufficiently  good  understanding  with  otf  readers  to  entitle  us  to  haz- 
ard the  risk  of  incurring  one  harsh  opinion  at  their  hands,  if  there  is  any 
good  object  to  be  gained  by  it ;  and  seeing  that  we  are  more  anxious  to 
Hve  jolly  members  of  a  peaceful  and  happy  community  than  to  gain 
eredit  for  prophetic  powers,  or  to  ride  cock-a-hoop  on  the  broad  back  of 
popular  applause,  we  have  ventured  to  strew  our  pearls  before — a  re- 
spected  public. 


A  VISION  OF  THE  GRAVE. 


It  wm  a  night  of  iIuim  and  ihadt ! 
-  The  fonit  g^nW  frowii*d« 
Whila  whist  and  wild  the  mooDbeHiis  plaj*d 

On  the  old  eutle  mound  ! — 
No  hreath  the  silent  alders  stirr'd, 
Nor  insect  wing,  nor  wakefiil  bint. 

Disturbed  the  stilinees  round ; — 
Nature  seem'd  slumbering  there^^nd  imiling 
At  the  soft  dreaow  her  rest  beguiling. 


The  flocks,  a  white  unbroken 
Crouch'd  'oeath  the  hedgwows  lay ; 

All  printless  shone  the  dewy  grass,— 

.  Voiceless  the  woodland  way  ;.- 

It  was  a  fearful  thing  to  tread 

A  spot  ao  calm,  so  lone,  so  dead,-* 
Yet  eleSr  ano  bright  as  day ; 

A  spot  such  as  the  world  of  spirits 

In  all  its  ghastly  pride  inherits. 

I  trode  the  mead,-*I  damb  the  hill,— 

I  diT*d  into  the  dew ; 
And,  fearless  grown,  stood  cafaa  and  still 

Beneath  the  churchyard  yew  ! 
The  steeple^tfaadow,  lonf^  and  hkiel^ 
Like  an  unhalfew'd  demon-track, 

Its  withering  shadow  thraw 
O'er  the  white  gravestones !— landmaika, 

telling 
The  precincts  of  Death's  hideous  dwelliqg  ! 

I  lbten*d !— Was  my  soul  deceiVd  ? 

A  hoarse  and  hollow  aound. 
Like  distant  Toioes  interweaT*d» 

Was  murmurine  from  th«  ground  I 
Andt  to  I — I  heara,  in  doubt  and  dread, 
The  dead  oommereing  with  the  dead 

In  ererr  graTo  around  ! 
The  dead !  with  sightless  eyeballs  wakinff 
Tliedead!  their  stony  sitaicebreakuig! 

Some  bmth*d  the  words  of  ages  gone^ 

Some  those  of  yesterday ; 
A  human  freshness  mark^  die  tone 

From  lips  of  new-made  clay. 
But  grim  and  ghastly  seem'd  to  rise 
Voices  of  other  centuries, 
'  Of  breath  long  past  away ; — 
Lute  spnngwtides,  chafing  u  commotion, 
Of  some  fiv-off,  myiterioos  MMn  i 


I  heard  the  child's  soft  prattlings  flow. 
The  habeas  still  feebler  07 ; 

The  oeffin'd  mother,  brealhuig  knr^ 
Her  dirge-like  hillaby; 


there 


The  crabbed  old  philoeephi 
Mumbled  hie  musty  adi^  t 

In  dull  monotony  ;— 
The  mouldering  miser's  moan  recorded 
His  bootless  thFift,  and  labours  aoidid  ! 


Some  cofi'd  the  wars  of  feudal  strife, 

Wherein  their  blood  was  shed ; 
Some  the  black  bitter  tears  of  lifiL 

That  soak  the' poor  man's  bread  ; 
Some  rattling,  ra»*d  a  bony  band^ 
That  onoe  dealt  terror  round  the  land. 

Ere  Law  her  phalauT  led 
To  bruise  the  serpent  s  head  with  ruin,— 
The  power  of  Might,  with  Right  subduing  ! 

There  lay  the  atheist,  stark  and  cokl, 

Blaspheming  In  hie  shroud  ; 
The  aeomer,  gibbering  as  of  old, 

The  wanton  groaning  loud  ; 
The  wretch,  of  crimes  still  unconfest. 
There  gnashed  his  teeth  and  tore  abreast 

Where  gnawinc  earthworms'crowd : — 
S-ome  wnTy  caird  upon  the  liTing, 
ReTxUng  some,  and  some  feigiving  ! 

But  toon,  in  feaifnl  chorus  Uent, 

CSame  the  aocusin|[  cry, 
<*  YeliT*d  a  life  of  Tain  intent, — 

Of  selfish  a|iaiby  !— 
Ye  heard  the  injur'd  ask  redresa. 
And  smiled,  while  tears  oi  hittemesa 

Seared  many  a  human  eye  ;— 
Wedded  to  triTial  cares  and  pleasures, 
YjB  fed  your  losu  or  heap'd  your  treasures 


i»» 


It  ceased  !— wild— wild  the  shriek  that  burst 

From  an  emblaxon'd  grave, 
Wherem,  of  God  and  man  ao^urst^ 

Lay  one  who,  bom  to  save — 
With  giant  arm  and  giant  mind— 
His  native  land,  the  trust  resigned ; 

And  grew  an  abject  slave 
To  his  own  sensuid  joys-,  unheeding 
Millions  in  galling  fetter*  bleeding  f 

Blest  he  that  cry !— it  broke  the  spell ! 

With  one  strange  shudderiiur  moan 
These  murmurings  grew  inanoible 

Beneath  each  tablet  stone  ! 
Like  other  dwellings  of  the  dead. 
Unearthly  stillneat  round  it  shea 

A  calmness  dim  and  lone  ;— 
Nothing  was  there  but  the  mooohcan's  bright*> 


Nothing  was  there  hut  the  marble's  whiteness ! 

a  F.  G. 
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ON  THE  CHARACTER  OF  CROMWELL. 

The  feeling  whicb  adhere  to  old-established  institutioDs,  and  the 
manner  in  which  thoae  feelings  sometimes  influence,  sometimes  yield  to 
events,  are  commonly  left  out  of  calculation  in  time  of  revolution  by  all 
parties ;  a  truth  never  more  signally  exemplified,  than  by  those  parties 
which  swayed  successively  the  cojmcils  of  the  Long  Parliament.  That  body 
made  a  noble  use  o?  the  ^pular  zeal  for  its  privileges,  when,  on  tlie 
strength  of  those  alone,  U  braved  the  Monarch's  personal  inroad,  and 
calmly  saw  his  lewd  cort%e  exhaust  their  impotent  rage  at  its  threefold. 
A  spirit  equally  reaalute,  though  less  wise  or  generous,  afterwards  incited 
the  same  aeselnbly  to  that  iU-treatment  of  its  soldiery  which  was  speedily 
retorted  ^u  HsBJf  by  Ihti  purge.  Its  still  surviving  portion,  the  Rump> 
took  up  iba  functions  of  the  whole  original  body,  with  a  self-sufficiency 
unsubdued  as  ever;  and,  ha^ng  exasperated  every  class,  and  set  at 
aottght  the  people,  leaned  with  apparently  perfect  confidence  on. their 
sole  supportrthe  army.  At  the  moment  preceding  the  violent  dissolu- 
tion of  this  body,  a  leader,  such  as  the  land  had  lost  in  Hampden,  might 
have  reconciled  the  various  views  of  its  members  with  the  public  inte- 
rest, and  brought  its  jarring  elements  to  repose.  But  a  very  different 
genius,  whose  main  features  we  intend  to  depict,  at  that  time  held  com- 
mand over  the  destinies  of  his  country.  , 

We  regard  the  popular  stories  of  the  self-willed  boyhood  and  dissipated 
early  youth  of  Cromwell,  as  absurdly  overcharged,  rather  than  utterly 
without  foundation.  What  is  left  of  such  accounts,  after  allowance  made 
for  exaggeration,  seems  consistent  enough  with  his  character  as  subscr 
quently  developed.  His  mind  may  have  come  all  the  more  advantage* 
Ottslyin  contact  with  the  rude  tempers  on  which  it  had  to  work,  from 
that  premature  acquaintance  with  the  world  by  which  it  had  been 
hardened  and  coarsened.  Loose  intercourse  with  every  <dass  of  persona, 
while  it  contributed  to  sharpen  his  extraordinary  insist  into  character, 
and  unequalled  power  of  playing  upon  its  weaknesses,  may  have  engen- 
dered unbelief  and  incapacity  for  any  very  high  pitch  of  virtue.  £ven 
the  accesses  of  superstition,  consequent  so  often,  and,  in  Cromwell's  case, 
so  signally,  on  youthful  transgressions,  must  have  enabled  him  more 
surely  to  seize  the  sympathies,  and  strike  in  with  the  enthusiasm  of  his 
party ;  while,  by  obscuring  in  his  own  mind  the  plain  principles  of  mo- 
rality, they  left  him  open  to  the  hour  of  temptation ;  and,  by  requiring 
to  be  exhibited  with  interludes  of  mere  grimace,  they  completed  that 
most  dangerous  of  all  human  characters,  in  which  enthusiasm  combines 
with  imposture. 

At  the  time  when  Cromwell's  military  fame  blazed  out  with  full  splen- 
dour, (in  the  second  campaign  of  the  civil  wars,)  nothing  could  be  more 
urgent  than  the  need  of  such  a  genius  to  retrieve  from  utter  shipwreck 
the  affisirs  of  the  Parliament.  The  untimely  death  of  Hampden,  the 
incapacity  of  Waller,  the  ambiguous  and  dilatory  conduct  of  Essex, — 
on  the  other  hand,  the  multiplied  successes  of  the  Royalists,  the  junction 
of  the  Queen's  forces,  and  the  capture  of  Bristol,— cast  a  shade  of  deep 
despondence  on  the  popular  cause.  The  proposition  of  the  Lords  for 
peace  was  met  with  feeble  opposition  in  the  Commons ;  and  there  was  a 
moment  when  the  Monarch  might,  perhaps,  have  marched  to  London, 
without  asking  leave  of  either  assembly.  At  this  moment,  almost  the 
only  point  of  strength  and  confidence  was  the  association  of  the  eastern 
vol..  m.— -NO.  XIII.  E 
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countiefl,  of  which  Cromwell  waa  the  life  and  soul.  In  oonjunction  with 
Fairfax^  he  made  face  to  the  Sttperior  force  of  Newcastle.  The  victories 
at  Homcastle  and  Selhjr^  the  successes  of  Manchester,  and  the  seige  of 
York,  formed  some  set-off  against  the  many  reverses  which  had  been 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  the  generals  in  the  west,  and  reanimated 
the  fast-decaying  embers  of  public  spirit ;  which  were  soon  after  blown 
into  a  steadier  flame,  by  the  opportune  junction  of  the  Scots,  and  the 
ever.memorable  victory  of  Marston  Moor. 

The  conduct  of  Cromwell  and  his  party,  during  the  year  1647,  after  the 
surrender  of  the  King's  person  by  the  Scots  had  consummated  the  ruin  of 
his  cause,  was  little  understood  at  the  time,  and  has  been  much  misrepre- 
sented since.  Contemporaries  of  a  revolution  constantly  fall  into  the 
grand  mistake  of  ascribing  to  the  personal  or  secret  influence  of  indivi- 
duals, a  power  which  it  can  never  exert.  And  later  writers  double  the 
delusion,  by  misapplying  all  they  know  of  the  result  of  the  struggle,  to 
account  for  actions  which,  although  they  may  have  helped  to  produce 
that  result,  were  yet  performed  without  the  most  remote  foresigfit  of  it. 
The  conduct  of  the  only  constitutionally.recognised  contending  parties, 
at  the  crisis  we  are  treating  of,  shows  how  thoroughly  they  succeeded  in 
deceiving  themselves  with  regard  to  the  true  posture  of  affairs.  The 
Parliament,  having  reached  the  highest  pinnacle  of  power  to  which  a 
military  triumph  could  exalt  it,  was  proceeding  without  ceremony,  with, 
out  even  pajrment  of  arrears,  to  break  and  disperse  the  instruments  of 
that  triumph,  in  full  confidence  that  their  acts  and  resolutions  would 
receive  implicit  obedience  from  men  with  arms  in  their  hands, — men 
who  were  conscious  that  to  them  belonged  the  chief  merit  of  victory, 
and  the  sole  power  to  g^rd  and  to  improve  its  fruits.  The  King,  a  cap. 
tive  in  the  hands  of  that  soldiery  which  had  subdued  him,  believed  firmly, 
and  continually  repeated,  that  "  They  could  not  do  without  him ;  that 
they  would  fall  to  ruin  if  he  did  not  sustain  them."  And  neither  King 
nor  Parliament  understood,  that  in  time  of  revolution,  masses  of  men 
act  in  the  ratio  of  their  moral  or  their  physical  force  alone,  unimpeded 
by  artificial  forms,  and  names,  and  regulations.  The  Independents  saw 
deeper  into  the  actual  state  of  things ;  and  Cromwell,  while  resolved  to 
throw  away  no  advantage  which  existing  institutions  could  afford  him, 
saw  clearly  where  the  real  force  lay,  and  prepared  to  wQtch  and  follow 
the  course  of  events.  He  treated  with  the  King,  till  Charles's  arrogance 
and  duplicity  rendered  all  farther  intercourse  impossible.  He  sat  and 
voted  in  the  Parliament,  till  their  designs  upon  his  person  compelled 
him  to  seek  safety  in  secession.  Each  party  at  length  discovered  its 
mistake.  Charles  endeavoured  to  redeem  his  imprudence  towards  the 
army,  first  by  change  of  tone,  and  afterwards  by  flight.  The  Commons 
had  recourse,  in  their  extremity,  to  the  royal  name  as  a  rallying  point, 
and  resolved,  "  That  his  Majesty's  concessions  to  the  propositions  of  Par- 
liament afforded  suflicient  ground  for  settling  the  peace  of  the  kingdom." 
It  was  too  late.  The  Monarch  was  re-captured,  and  the  Parliament  was 
purged  by  the  army.  In  all  this  it  is  difficult  to  discover  the  Machia- 
velian  policy  ascribed  to  Cromwell,  and  traced  to  the  dim  visions  of  his 
future  exaltation,  which  are  imagined  to  have  urged  him  onward.  His 
conduct  was  simply  that  of  a  clear-sighted,  cooLheaded  politician,  awake 
to  existing  circumstances,  and  guided  by  them  as  they  rose.  Alienated 
by  the  impracticable  temper  of  the  King,  apprehensive  of  the  sinister 
schemes  of  the  Parliament  towards  his  person,  he  was  forced  to  take  re- 
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Hm  army,  and  finally  induced  to  co-operate  with  its  zeal  for 
bringing  Chaviaw  to  jnslice. 

It  was  no  vulgar  appetite  fm  splendour  which  induced  Cromwell's  later 
attempts  to  obtain  for  himself  the  titla  and  externals  of  royalty.  He 
knew  how  such  insignia  impose  upon  the  mass  of  mankind ;  and  as  his 
object  was  to  gain  the  acclamations  of  the  multitud^^  his  policy  was  to 
captivate  their  unreflecting  homage  by  the  pomp  and  retinue  of  a  court. 
Thus  flattered  in  their  old  associations^  the  people  woiild  give  vefnt  to 
tiheir  old  feelings  of  loyalty ;  Parliaments  would  hail  the  royal  sanction 
restored  to  their  acts,  and  the  nobles  of  the  land  would  resume  their 
functions  in  the  legislature.  Strong  in  the  support  of  recognized  power 
and  rooted  prejudice,  he  might  defy  the  ephemeral  factions  which  had 
no  real  hold  upon  the  permanent  wants  and  feelings  of  Englishmen,  and 
which,  though  dangerous  to  a  system  equally  baseless  with  themselves, 
would  die  away  beneath  a  dynasty  combining  all  the  stability  of  old 
established  forms,  with  all  the  vigour  of  new  principles  of  government. 

There  was  little  to  be  said  against  the  soundness  of  these  views, 
excepting  that  the  actual  state  of  affairs  offered  no  sufficient  means  for 
their  accomplishment.  So  far  from  smoothing  the  way  for  his  ascent  to 
the  throne,  the  first  Parliament  summoned  by  him,  after  his  violent 
close  of  the  {lump,  brought  his  title  into  question  as  Protector  !  On  the 
angry  dissolution  of  this  body  by  Cromwell,  discontent  throughout  the 
three  kingdoms  soon  made  it  evident  that  their  spirit  had  been  a  very 
faithful  index  of  the  People's.  The  Scots  and  Irish  hated  the  Protector 
as  their  conqueror ;  and  the  English  Presbyterians,  for  the  most  part, 
shared  the  virulence  of  their  northern  co-religionists  against  him  ;  and 
even  Royalists  spoke  the  language,  and  struck  in  with  the  designs  of 
the  Republicans,  In  their  eagerness  for  his  downfal.  It  was  now  that 
Cromwell,  urged  beyond  endurance  by  the  tacit  ban  of  outlawry^^  which 
seemed  to  have  gone  forth  against  him,  from  the  heart  of  every  sect  and 
denomination  of  his  enemies,  suspended  all  design  of  constitutional  go- 
vernment, and  introduced  an  iron  regimen  of  force  and  terror. 

On  the  general  outcry  caused  by  the  oppressions  of  his  major-generals, 
the  Protector  made  a  last  desperate  effort  to  establish  his  dominion  oh  a 
legal  foundation ;  an  attempt  in  which  the  very  first  steps  foreboded 
certain  and  inevitable  failure.  He  summoned  a  new  Parliament,  but, 
fearing  to  meet  a  free  one,  not  only  employed  those  very  major-generals, 
whom  he  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of,  in  controlling  the  elections ;  but, 
alleging  that  the  writs  being  issued  by  Chancery,  and  returnable  to  it, 
could  only  be  judged  of  by  that  Court,  issued  an  order  that  none  but 
such  as  could  produce  a  ticket  from  it,  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, should  be  allowed  to  take  their  seats :  and  enforced  the 
mandate,  by  posting  a  party  of  soldiers  at  the  doors  of  the  House. 
When  a  Parliament,  thus  pruned  of  all  pretensions  to  the  title  of  a  po- 
pular assembly,  at  length  agreed,  in  a  "  Humble  Petition  and  Advice" 
to  the  Protector,  that  he  would  take  upon  himself  the  title  of  King,  it 
was  quite  in  the  course  of  things  that  the  army,  which  now  felt  itself  the 
moving  spring  of  every  transaction,  which  dreaded  the  erection  of  any 
regular  form  of  government  as  a  death-blow  to  its  lawless  importance, 
and  which,  moreover  was  stirred  up  by  its  officers,  whose  hopes  of  suc- 
ceeding to  the  office  of  Protector  would  have  been  crushed  by  the  insti- 
tution of  hereditary  monarchy ;  that  the  army,  like  a  serviceable  demon, 
at  length  should  claim  its  turn  to  be  master.  The  claim  was  irresistible ; 
and  Cromwell,  when  persuasion  and  delay  were  exhausted,  was  finally 
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compelled  to  refuse  the  proffered  dignity,  the  object  of  his  cherished 
and  deliberate  wishes. 

Men  treat  the  maxima  of  morality,  aa  they  treat  their  old  friends,  in 
the  successful  course  ef  selfish  ambition ;  but,  when  neglect  and  insult 
have  ended  in  incurable  alienation,  the  wrong  is  repented,  and  the  void 
felt.  The  Protector  had  estranged  himself  too  long  from  law  and  order 
to  rejoin  them  by  a  rojfai  road.  Every  attempt  to  strengthen  the  foun- 
dation of  his  government  had  only  served  to  shake  it  to  its  centre. 
Threats,  not  obscure,  of  his  destruction  by  the  ^Idiery,  had  deterred 
him  from  accepting  the  crown ;  and  his  abortive  attempt  to  form  an 
Upper  House  had  been  received  with  derision  by  the  Commons.  Thrown 
back  on  the  support  of  his  janissaries,  he  had  to  cope  with  their  growing 
discontent,  as  well  as  with  the  national  abhorrence  inspired  by  their 
licentious  power.  Plots  and  insurrections  were  multiplied ;  and  every 
thing  announced  the  last  convulsions  of  a  system,  supported  by  brut* 
fojrce  alone,  and  opposed  to  all  that  yet  survived  of  national  will  and 
feeling.  Death,  however,  rescued  the  author  of  the  system  from  witness- 
ing the  agonies  of  his  own  monstrous  creation. 

It  has  lately  become  fashionable  to  speak  of  Cromwell  as  of  a  master- 
spirit, entitled  by  his  mere  superiority  to  assume  the  arbitration  of  po- 
litical institutions,  and  to  hold  himself  exempted  from  that  ordinary 
morality  which  might  have  sown  a  few  scruples  in  his  path  to  greatness. 
It  is  probable  that  he  himself  had  some  of  these  visions,  and  attributed 
perhaps  to  his  own  personal  energies  the  whole  result  of  those  chances 
which  consigned  to  his  disposal  so  many  patriotic  hopes  to  disappoint, 
so  many  splendid  opportunities  to  abuse.  It  is  a  fatal  error  of  those  who 
have  been  raised  above  the  mass  by  the  consent  and  the  assistance  of  their 
fellows,  to  suppose  that  their  greatness  is  an  inseparable  appendage  of 
themselves,  irresumable  by  those  whose  suffrage  bestowed  it.  Yet  an 
unbiassed  inquirer  into  the  springs  of  human  action,  ere  he  proceed  to 
pass  sentence  on  the  ciiaracter  of  Cromwell,  will  consider  how  far  the 
real  moral  nature  of  his  acts  may  have  been  modified  by  circumstances 
too  minute  and  evanescent  to  have  come  under  the  cognisance  of  history. 
History  can  give  us  no  idea  whatsoever  of  those  hidden  dispositions  of 
the  mind  and  heart,  which  in  the  hour  of  unrestrained  familiarity  alone 
could  have  been  opened  to  the  eye  of  a  contemporary  observer.  And  to 
such  an  eye  as  Cromwell's,  so  habituated  to  fix  upon  the  practically  im- 
portant points  of  character,  so  skilful  to  improve  the  opportunities  afford- 
ed by  the  license  of  discourse  which  he  systematically  encouraged,  how 
much  must  have  been  visible  of  the  inmost  soul  of  others  which  never 
found  occasion  to  display  itself  in  action,  and  of  which  the  only  trace  is 
its  presumable  effect  upon  the  conduct  and  career  of  that  acute  specta- 
tor !  He  may  have  watched  the  secret  workings  of  ambition  which  only 
wanted  means  to  be  as  criminal  as  his  own.  He  may  have  traced  to 
theb  dark  origin  those  elements  of  weakness,  and  disunion,  and  discord, 
which  gave  something  like  a  colour  to  his  own  asseveration,  "  That  he  was 
forced  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  High  Constable  to  preserve  peace 
among  the  several  parties  in  the  nation."  Conjectures  such  as  these  will 
be  allowed  due  weight  by  those  who  know  best  how  insecure  a  bond  of 
-union  are  the  most  pure  and  loftyprinciples,  between  mortal  men;  how  con- 
stantly lost  sight  of;  how  deliberately  sacrificed  to  the  paltriest  personal 
impulses  of  passion  and  of  egotism,  the  cravings  of  a  despicable  vanity 
or  envy ! 
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In  our  own  experience^  some  of  us  mayliave  met  with  men  who  lacked 
little  of  the  character  faintly  sketched  in  the  foregoing  pages^  except^ 
perhaps^  the  element  of  enthusiasm  in  religion ;  and  who  prohably  did  not 
lack  much  for  a  similar  career^  but  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  conjunc- 
ture ;  men  whom^  like  Cromwell^  natural  qualities^  or  early  education^ 
have  fitted  rather  for  the  society  of  their  fellows  than  for  the  task  of 
self  .inspection  or  retired  study ;  men^  in  whom  if  there  is  any  thing  more 
Astonishing  than  the  fervour  of  zeal  which  they  can  devote  to  any  ob- 
ject^ it  is  the  trantferahle  nature  of  that  fervour,  and  the  almost  equal 
facUity  with  which  it  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  most  important  aim, 
or  on  the  merest  trifle ;  men,  of  whom  it  is  impossible  to  trust  the  per- 
fect honesty,  as,  even  in  their  most  disinterested  actions,  is  perceptible 
the  all-pervading  leaven  of  their  own  personality ;  yet  whom  it  is  equally 
diflicult  to  suppose  to  be  deliberately  actuated  by  the  contrary  disposi- 
tion, from  the  apparent  warmth,  and  candour,  aiid  sincerity,  with  which 
they  contrive  to  veil  from  others,  nay,  even  from  themselves,  the  reality 
of  selfishness  and  egotism.  In  private  life,  such  men  are  very  commonly 
unblameable ;  kind  husbands,  tender  parents,  and  affectionate  friends. 
As  public  men,  in  ordinary  times,  they  may  be  brave  soldiers,  active  men 
of  business,  ardent  men  of  party,  effective  and  unscrupulous  ministers  of 
power.  But  in  time  of  revolution,  opportunity  serving,  such  men  have 
just  the  qualities  and  dispositions  requisite  for  the  betrayal  of  the  public 
cause, — apostacy,  and  usurpation. 
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'*  11m  ttird  of  the  same  anooo,  whote  former  coutw 
**  Had  all  but  crowned  him,  on  the  lelf  aame  dar 
**  Onoied  blm  oenUy  from  bit  Uinmc  offixroe.'' 

BvkON. 


Oke  day  is  in  our  country's  calendar 

Marked  by  two  fiimous  victories— Dunbar 

And  Worcester— each  by  CromwelPs  iron  hand 

Achieved  in  dvil  slaughter,  when  the  land 

Went  mourning  for  her  children's  strife.    The  same 

Conspicuous  day  is  trebly  known  to  fame 

By  the  old  warrior's  death :  ^^ for,  on  the  third* 

Day  of  September,  while  the  air  was  stiired 

With  Signal-stonns,  his  spirit  was  exhaled.— 

Men  have  too  spleenfuUy  against  him  railed ; 
Or  graced  him  with  too  swelling  eulogy. 
I  will  not  follow  their  extremity  :— 
For  there  was  mingled  much  of  ill  and  good 
In  Crpmwell's  life,  if  rightly  understood. 
He  had  an  even  spirit,  a  composed  strain, 
Ready  with  every  man  to  force  or  feign  :— 
In  action  sure  and  silent- 1^— Yet  was  he 
Lees  stem  by  nature  than  necessity. 


•  Heath  aayt,  in  his  ••  Gbronleie,''  that  a  oompiracy  was  formed  by  the  repufaUoin  Colcmd  Rath- 
bone  and  oChos,  for  wiahig  the  tower;  andthattbe/Mrdqr&yifflnteriraf  idcotcdbyanaftrological 
fcbemef  as  a  day  which  portended  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy. 
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Hanh  was  hU  manner^  and  bia  brow  anstero; 

Hii  garb  and  living,  limple  and  MTen  : 

He  cared  not  for  the  sploidoar  of  a  throne^ 

Wisely  contented  with  its  power  alone ; 

Mote  feared  than  hated^-loTed  bj  lew,  or  nona. 

He  was  a  regicide : — but  of  hii  crime 

The  rery  daring  held  a  port  sublime ; 

A  sad  and  strange  solemnity,  whose  lorrow 

Almost  the  semblance  did  of  justice  borrow, 

And  from  its  stem  designer  drew  a  tear — 

Leare  we  to  heaven,  how  ^i!^  or  how  sincere. 

He  was  a  tyrant : — ^but  his  tyranny 
Was  covered  with  a  brave  simplicity, 
Keeping  at  distance  envy : — and  he  made 
His  England  honoured,  dreaded,  and  obeyed*' 
And  so  remained  she,  till  a  ribald  king 
S4>ld  her  to  France  foi  wine  and  wassailing. 

He  was  a  mere  usurper  >— yet  his  state 
Rather  from  others'  folly  took  its  date 
Than  his  own  foresight     Men  may  truly  say, 
A  crown  beneath  his  footstep  kenneled  lay 
To  woo  his  special  wearing : — even  as  chance 
Throw  it  beforo  his  dwarfish  ape  in  France, 
Whose  meaner  spirit  deemed  a  subject  globe 
Less  glory  than  a  trained  and  broidered  robe. 
But  Cromwell  felt  a  nobler  triumphing. 
To  vanquish  kings,  than  be  himself  a  king. 
No  princely  cradle  rocked  him : — yet,  had  birth 
Set  him  among  the  throned  ones  of  the  earth  : 
Their  proudest  had  not  held  a  firmer  place. 
Though  some  have  sate,  perhaps^  with  easier  graces 

He  ruled  but  by  the  law : — ^yet  less  of  right 
Than  power  he  reckoned : — an  arch-hypocrite, 
*  Whose  prayer  was  policy.     How  few  would  daro 
To  pray  like  him,  whose  policy  was  prayer  I 

The  pied  and  painted  courtiers — debauched  men, 
Whom  his  rude  plainness  pleased  not— triumphed,  when 
Death  overtook  his  day  of  victory : — 
And  others  deemed  such  anniversary 
Fit  consummation  of  that  earthly  glory. 
Which  sounded  at  the  tomb  his  complete  story. 

Our  birth-time  is  too  distant,  to  concur 
In  blame  or  praise,  with  foe  or  flatterer  :— 
Nor  can  I  answer  with  sufficient  skill. 
If  Cromweirs  lifie  had  mora  of  good  or  ill  t— 
But  this  of  him  may,  as  of  all,  be  said- 
No  man  is  truly  happy  till  he*s  dead. 


dicique  beatus 


Ante  obitum  nemo  supremaque  funera  debet. 
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To  describe  what  a  Minister  ought  to  be,  is,  perhaps^  to  link  together  a 
set  of  incompatible  and  unattainable  qualities  which  have  never  yet  existed 
in  one  man ; — to  suppose  a  congregation  of  antagonist  faculties^  many 
of  them  rare  in  themselves^  but  all  still  rarer  in  their  combination ; 
a  galaxy  of  lights  which  have  never  yet  appeared  in  one  visible  Hemis- 
phere.  If,  in  order  to  describe  the  beau  idecU  of  a  Minister^  we  are  to 
say,  that  he  must  be  at  once  wise  and  adventurous ;  cautious  and  ardent ; 
speculative  and  practical;  with  the  power  to  generalize,  yet  of  minute 
knowledge;  patriotic  and  national,  and  yet  dispassionate  and  philoso- 
phical ;  intimately  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  peo. 
pie,  and  yet  no  slave  to  popularity  or  to  the  popular  voice ; — at  once 
political  economist  and  moralist ;  warrior  and  diplomatist ;  patriot  and 
citizen  of  the  world — ^if  to  describe  a  Minister,  we  are  to  say  this, — ^the 
reply  we  shall  obtain  will  be  that  of  Rasselas,  Prince  of  Abyssinia,  to 
to  his  friend  Imlac,  *'  Thou  hast  now  proved  it  impossible  that  there 
should  be  a  Poet," — putting  Minister  in  the  place  of  Bard.  And  yet 
some  such  description  as  this,  must  he  who  will  draw  the  outline  of  a 
great  Minister,  at  all  risks,  delineate ;  nor  when  he  comes  to  apply  his 
outline  to  actual  or  existing  examples  will  his  difficulties  be  lessened. 
He  will  find  many  *'  great  Ministers''  (so  caUed)  who,  devoid  of  the 
supposed  requisites  have  been  made  great  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
aiding  the  talents  and  temperament  which  they  possessed ;  and  he  will 
find  Ministers  not  great,  who,  putting  external  circumstances  out  of  the 
question,  were  endued  with  most  of  the  qualifications  apparently  requisite 
for  their  admirably  filling  up  the  character. 

Earl  Grey  is  the  second  son  of  Sir  Charles,  subsequently  Lord  Grey, 
the  first  Peer  of  that  title,  to  which  the  second  son  succeeded,  the  elder 
brother  having  died  in  infancy.  He  was  bom  in  1764,  and  was  educated 
at  Eton,  together  with  Whitbread  and  others,  with  whom  he  acted 
during  a  great  part  of  the  period  of  his  long,  varied,  and  ultimately  ex- 
traordinary career.  From  his  parents  he  inherited  talent,  strong  pas . 
sions,  courage,  and  a  landed  estate,  great  and  sufficient,  if  not  splendid 
and  inexhaustible.  His  character,  subsequent  events  and  his  own  innate 
resources  have  shaped,  elevated,  and  confirmed. 

His  early  years  afforded  a  signal  proof  at  once  of  the  impetuosity  and 
strength  of  his  temperament.  It  is  known  that,  led  astray  by  the  privi- 
leged seductions  to  which  the  youth  of  every  titled  man  of  fortune  is 
exposed,  he  gamed,  and  lost  to  an  immense  amount. 

He,  in  short,  became  the  dupe  of  those  legitimate  sharpers,  and  coro . 
neted  and  ermined  swindlers,  who  have,  in  modern  times,  been  the  curse 
and  disgrace  of  this  country.  And  here  the  peculiar  spirit  of  the  man 
shewed  itself:  he  paid  the  debt  instantaneously,  and  with  breathless 
haste— but  gamed  no  more.  The  bitter  draught  of  corruption,  which, 
to  weaker  stamina,  would  have  been  an  opiate  and  a  poison,  was  to  him 
a  true  corrective ;  and,  perhaps,  to  this  circumstance,  some  portion  of 
his  youthful  hatred  to  flagrant  vice  and  rank  corruption,  in  the  garb  of 
Usage,  may  be  attributed.  Whilst  yet  a  very  young  man,  he  became  a 
Member  of  Parliament  for  his  native  county,  and  his  pre-eminent  talents 
soon  shewed  themselves.  On  the  arena  of  the  House  of  Commons,  be- 
sides his  political  opponents,  Pitt,  Burke,  Canning,  end  Windham,  he 
had — «till  more  dangerous  and  difficult  rivalry — to  match  his  talents 
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with  those  of  Foz^  Sheridan,  Tieraey,  and  Wbitbread.    To  qieak 

in  opposition  to,  or  in  competition  with  men  like  tiMie,  was  a  trial  thaa 

which  few  can  be  imagined  to  be  harder ;  and  yet,  to  a  certain  extent^ 

Grey  succeeded,  and  became  an  eminent  debater  in  Parliament.    Leas 

hollow  than  Burke,  less  flippant  than  Canning,  less  abrupt  than  Fok^ 

less  pompous  than  Pitt,  less  gaudy  than  Sheridan,  less  downright  thaD 

Whitbread,  less  Quixotic  than  Windham,  he  often  opposed  with  saoceas 

talent*  more  solid  than  specious  to  intellects  which  certainly  dealt  leaa 

in  the  substantial  than  the  shining ;  no  mean  praise,  looking  at  the  fia* 

shioti  of  appreciating  oratory  at  that  period :  and  to  say  that  the  real 

feeling  and  sterling  Ei^lish  sense  of  Charles  Grey  ooeasionally  tumad 

the  scale  against  the  glittering  super^des  and  keenly  polished  points  af 

his  competitors^  is  to  say  no  mere  than  the  obrions  import  of  expresaion 

conveys.    It  was  at  this  brilliant  period  of  his  public  life,  that,  in  coa- 

cert  with  some  of  the  other  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 

the  People,  (a  Political  Union  of  that  day,)  amongst  whom  are  said  to 

have  been  Tierney,  and  James  Losh,  the  welUknown  barrister  of  New. 

castle,  he  drew  up  the  immortal  petition,  in  which  he  offered  to  provie, 

by  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  manifold  conrup. 

tions  of  that  Assembly.    On  the  accession  of  Fox  to  short-lived  power, 

he  played  a  subordinate  part  during  the  life  of  that  Minister ;  and  the 

long  obnubilation  of  the  Whig  party,  which  followed  the  death  of  Fox, 

is  the  unhappiest  interval  of  Lord  Grey's  otherwise  not  nnfortunate 

Political  life.  The  Union  of  his  name  with  that  of  the  shallow,  pompous, 

insincere,  grasping  sinecurbt,  GrenviUe,  was  altogether  ill«-omened.   No 

good  could  come  of  it.    No  good  did  come  of  it.    They  had  no  hold  on 

public  sympathy ;  and  when  baffled  by  the  intrigues  or  machinations  of 

a  Perceval  or  a  Liverpool,  the  people  were  perfectly  apathetic    The  W'^ 

cumstances  of  their  opposition  to  Government  were,  for  some  years,  if  poa- 

sible,  even  more  unfortunate  and  depressing  than  were  the  consequences 

of  their  coalition.   At  this  period.  Lord  Grey  seemed  either  to  be  doomed 

to  a  retirement,  which  every  one  felt  was  neither  in  accordance  with  his 

character  nor  his  destiny,  or  to  a  publicity  which  no  circumstance  that 

seemed  within  the  scope  of  possibility  could  render  auspicious.    He  was 

to  rusticate  in  the  eedusion  of  Ho  wick,  or  to  come  to  Pariiamentt  to 

oppose  a  Ministry  who  appeared  to  be  actually  standing  in  the  breach, 

and  repulsing  the  enemy  with  such  arms  and  devices  as  chance  threw  in 

their  way.    He  was  to  be  nothing,  or  else  to  be  the  wet  hlanket  of  a 

spirit  of  policy  which  the  very  desperation  of  events  seemed  to  sanctify  ; 

the  cold-blooded  and  Quaker-like  protester  against  a  war,  which,  though 

begun  in  wickedness  and  impolicy,  its  very  hopelessness  rendered  pepnhir 

in  the  eyes  of  Englishmen — ^the  war  against  Napoleon.   The  unexpected 

result  of  that  war  was  more  unfortunate  for  the  popularity  of  the  Whig 

party  than  was  its  spirited  and  energetic  continuance.    It  gave  the  lie 

to  their  prophesies ;  it  called  their  courage  into  question ;  it  insulted 

their  policy ;  and  finally  broke  down  much  of  that  prestige  which  had 

hitherto  invested  them  with  the  characters  of  patriots  and  men  of  a 

single-minded  and  firm  policy. 

From  this  period,  however,  of  its  apparent  triumph,  may  plainly  be 

dated  the  wane  of  Toryism ;  and  all  the  subsequent  acts  of  Lord  Grey 

have  proved  that  he  saw  this  with  the  eyes  of  a  politician,  inasmuch  as 

.they  have,  up  to  the  time  of  his  accession  to  power,  been  replete  with 

good  sense,  caution,  and  propriety. 

In  the  year^  1819,  Mr.  Peel  sealed  the  ultimate  fate  of  Toryism  by  his 
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undying  Bill  \  and  it  is  piiriou&  that>  with  the  exception  of  the  Bank 
Directors^  the  only  men  oi  note,  in  Parliament  or  out  of  it^  who  seem 
either*to  Im^e  known,  or  even  suspected  what  its  effects  would  be^  were 
I^rds  Grey  '^d  Hadnor,  the  Messrs..  Attwood  and  Mr.  Ck>bbett.  That 
{«ord  Grey  knew  nothing  of  the  minutia  of  the  question^  he  himself  con^. 
fessed ;  but  his  strong  mind  seems  to  have  revolted  instinctively  from 
the  pert  and  shallow,. though  plausible  sophistries  under  the  influence 
of  which  .that  ultimately  ''  blessed"  measure  (for  it  produced  Reform) 
was  carried  ;  and^  without  actively  opposing  it^  he  disclaimed  and  washed 
his  hands  of  the  business.  That  he  was  right  here  in  the  midst  of  mis- 
take, UindnesBy  overweening  confidence,  and  all  the  sins  that  beset  the 
sciolist,  may  pvobiU>ly  be  attributed  to  his  knowing  Ubs,  and  not  more^ 
(of  the  science  of  Potitical  Ecofiomy  than  those  about  him.  He  was  not 
to  be  caught  by  sophistries  for  which  he  had  never  felt  the  slightest  af- 
fection, nor  misled  by  deceptions  generalities  nor  ill-founded  deductions, 
an  none  of  ^  which  he  had  ever  for  a  moment  believed  ;  nor  could  his 
strong  reason  avoid  -  seeing,  that  to*  make  a  sweeping  change  in  the  mo- 
netary system  of  a  country  the  most  artificial  that  the  world  has  yet 
«een,  and  creaited  under  circumstances  the  most  extra-ordinary,  was  a 
^natter  involving  more  considerations  than  were  aj^arent  to  him  who  was 
rash  enough  to  say  that  the  question  in  itself  was  '^  so  plain  as  not  to 
deserve  half  an  hour's  consideration  by  the  House  (!)."  Lord  Grey  was, 
•to  be  sure,  no  Political  Economist ;  but  an  assertion  like  this  was,  on 
ihat  very. account,  calculated  to  startle  him  the  more.  He  dissented; 
and  escaped  that  eternity  of  ridicule  to  which  the  shallow  partisans  of 
that  greatest  of  all  stupidities,  practical  or  theoretical,  are  irrevocably 
doomed  f  and  which  will  hold  up  the  name  of  Peel  as  a  laughing-stock 
for  ages,  when  even  the  £nglidi  language  shall  have  ceased  to  be  spoken, 
the  misMable  insect  being  now  effectually  enshrined  in  the  amber  of  his 
own  Bill. 

Shortly  after  this  'period,  the  paralysis  which  seemed  to  have  affected 
English  domestic  politics  struck  the  Premier  himself.  Lord  Liverpool ; 
.and  the  brief  administration  of  Canning  succeeded.  The  accession  of 
this  man  to  power  was  the  signal  for  the  adhesion  of  every  insincere, 
talkative!,  and  worthless  pseudo-liberal  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  here  again, 
•liord  Qit«f%  dignifled  penetration  displayed  itself.  He  flatly  and  at 
once  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  charlatan ;  and  appears  to 
iiave  regarded  his  flippant  abilities,  and  dubious  character,  with  utter 
-scorn  and  contempt.  The  blow  was  a  deadly  one.  The  speech  in 
which  the  disclaimer  was  contained,  broke  down  the  irritable  rhe- 
^torician  ;  who  seemed  i^bsolutely  to  die  in  a  fit  of  angry  disapppint- 
-ment  and  mortified  vanity;  and,  like  ''a  butterfly  broken  upon  the 
wheel,"  disiqipeared  from  the  harlequinade  in  which  he  played  the  lead- 
ing part,  leaving  the  rdns  of  Government  to  a  far  different  hand.  The 
iron  rule  of  Wellington  which  succeeded,  seemed  to  many  to  be  the  esta- 
blishment for  ever  of  Toryism  in  this  country.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
.the  proximate  cause  of  its  downfal. 

The  passing  of  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Bill  for  ever  destroyed  the 
influence  of  Peel  and  Wellington,  with  the  bigots  of  their  party;  and  per- 
haps for  the  first  time  in  England,  broke  up  that  union  which  always  exists 
between,  and  is,. in  reality,  the  gpeat  strength  of  factions  based  upon 
'corruption,  and  seeing  no  ends  but  their  own.  In  this  affiair,  the  Whigs, 
with  Lord  Gr^y  at  their  head,  wisely  gave  the  Ministry  powerful  and 
unequivocal  support ;  and  when,  a  year  after,  the  distress  occasioned  by 
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the  carrying  into  full  effeet  Peel's  BUI,  by  the  final  extinction  of  bank 
notes  under  five  pounds,  and  the  universal  and  determined  demand  for 
Reform  drove  the  Duke  of  WellingUm  from  power,  they  succeeded  to 
office,  in  possession  of  a  popularity  seldom  attained  by  any  administra- 
tion ;  a  dangerous  popularity  for  a  Whig  Ministry,  entailing,  as  it  did,, 
upon  them,  if  they  meant  to  preserve  it,  the  necessity  of  fulfilling  to  the 
uttermost  the  sanguine  and  ardent  expectations  of  tJie  people. 

Their  first  step  was  a  fortunate  one.  The  Reform  ^11  was,  beyond  a 
doubt,  overestimated  by  the  people,  who  had  seen  too  little  of  reform  to 
be  good  judges  of  the  fabric ;  and  this  mistake  kept  the  popularity  of 
Ministers  increasing  throughout  the  arduous  struggle  for  its  attainment. 
The  savage  and  infuriate  opposition  of  the  Tory  faction  contributed  also 
to  confirm  the  delusion.  <'  What  they  so  detested,"  it  was  argued, 
"  must  be  good  indeed ;"  and  no  one  cidled  the  soundness  of  the  syllo- 
gism in  question.  Since  the  country  has  witnessed  its  results,  however, 
it  has  become  more  cool ;  and  when  admiration  of  a  measure  begins  to 
ebb,  the  admiration  for  the  authors  of  the  measure  retrogrades  in  a  cor- 
responding ratio.  That  this  is  at  present  the  case  with  the  Ministry  of 
Earl  Grey,  is  certain ;  and  the  character  of  their  leader  renders  it  too 
probable  that  their  high  estimation,  in  the  popular  eye,  will  continue  to 
decline. 

The  fatal  defect  in  the  character  of  Earl  Grey,  and  in  that  of  many  of 
his  colleagues,  is  not  want  of  talent,  but  want  of  knowledge.  He  has 
lived  long  in  a  secluded  and  aristocratic  retirement,  associating  with 
none  who  were  likely  to  give  him  the  information  most  valuable  to  a 
Minister;  that  is,  of  the  real  state  of  the  country  which  he  is  called  upon 
to  govern.  Neither  conversant  with  modem  statistics,  nor  with  political 
economy,  he  is  unable  to  search  into  and  discover  for  himself  the  actual 
nature  and  urgency  of  the  causes  which  are  now  agitating  the  body 
politic  from  top  to  bottom.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  does  not  really 
see  the  true  reasons  why  his  predecessor  was  so  suddenly  overturned,  and 
he  himself  made  Minister.  It  is  certain,  that  most  of  his  *'  Order"  have 
not  the  remotest  conception  of  these  causes;  and  if,  of  the  few  who  have, 
there  be  one  amongst  his  colleagues,  it  will  be  the  better  for  his  Minis- 
try, precisely  in  the  ratio  in  which  that  colleague  is  listened  to.  That 
Mr.  Stanley  is  not  the  man,  let  Earl  Grey  be  sure.  To  a  man,  how- 
ever, like  Earl  Grey,  who  has  not,  nor  ever  had,  any  real  knowledge 
of  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  nor  of  the  state  of  commerce, 
manufactures,  navigation,  nor  even  agriculture,  as  connected  with  that 
monetary  system,  it  is  difficult  to  shew  that  the  time  has  now  come  when 
all  the  resources  of  these  branches  of  industry  can  no  longer  contend 
against  the  overwhelming  pressure  of  the  present  taxes.  It  is  most  diffi. 
cult  to  convince  a  mind  unused  to  such  details,  that,  since  the  Bill  of 
Peel  came  into  complete  operation,  the  weight  of  the  debt  and  other 
imposts  is  rapidly  driving  one  portion  of  the  nation  into  a  state  of  ab- 
solute  destitution,  and  depriving  the  rest,  save  those  who  live  upon  the 
taxes,  less  rapidly,  but  not  less  surely,  of  such  property  as  they  possess. 
Lord  Grey  cannot  but  know  that  the  country  is  in  distress  and  difficulty ; 
but  the  extent  of  desperation  to  which  the  country  is  reduced,  it  is  more 
than  probable  he  does  not  know ;  and,  not  knowing  it,  cannot  conceive 
the  immense  sacrifices  and  changes  requisite  to  remedy  that  state.  Un. 
aware  that  his  situation  is  totally  and  altogether  without  precedent^  as  an 
English  Minister,  he  will,  unhappily,  on  every  emergency,  look  to  prece^ 
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dent  to  guide  him  ;  nnd,  of  necessity^  derive  from  the  experience  of  the 
past^  now  inapplicahle^  nothing  but  mischief  and  mistake. 

It  is  suspected  by  many^  that  the  Premier  has  a  secret  wish  to  return^ 
if  possible^  to  unrestricted  issues  of  bank-notes ;  and  would^  if  not  with, 
held  by  others^  readily  give  in  to  the  fatal  mistake  of  attempting  either 
to  return  to  the  inconvertible  Paper  Currency,  or  to  an  issue  of  converti- 
ble notes  of  all  denominations.*  Nor  can  he  be  convinced  that  the  first 
would  now  end  in  an  immediate  separation  between  the  paper  and  specie, 
in  their  exchangeable  value ;  and  the  other,  (if  it  succeeded  at  all,)  in 
a  crisis,  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  like  that  of  18S5.6.  Ta 
the  theory  of  money,  and  to  the  present  alarming  situation  of  the  coun.. 
try  as  regards  its  currency,  it  is  known  that  the  eldest  son  of  the  Pre. 
mier  has  paid  considerable  attention;  nor  have  there  been  wanting 
whispers,  that,  between  the  father  and  the  son,  controversies  on  this 
ticklish  subject  are  neither  rare  nor  always  satisfactory, — ^the  better 
knowledge  of  Lord  Howick  not  always  availing  against  the  eloquence  and 
cooler  head  of  the  Minister. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  probability  is,  that  Earl  Grey,  great  as  his  talents 
undoubtedly  are,  is  not  equal  to  the  crisis  in  which  he  is  called  upon  to 
act.  There  are  certain  periods  in  the  histories  of  all  nations,  when  ge- 
nius of  the  very  highest  order  is  alone  of  use ;  and  when  a  mediocrity  of 
genius  avails  no  more  than  the  utter  negation  of  it,  with  whatever  virtue 
of  intention  it  may  be  accompanied.  That  this  is  true  of  England  at 
this  momentous  time,  every  symptom  conspires  to  prove  ;  and  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  the  present  Ministry,  that  they  possess 
energy  and  talent  adequate  to  the  exigencies  that  throng  and  thicken 
around  them.  It  seems  too  certain  that  Earl  Grey  will  go  down  to  pos- 
terity, as  one  whose  genius  and  courage  were  neither  equal  to  his  good 
intentions,  nor  to  the  perilous  era  in  which  he  lived ;  and  that  he  will 
partake  in  the  application  of  that  famous  sentence  of  Tacitus  upon  Galba, 
"  Omnium  consensu  capax  Imperii,  nisi  imperasset," 

It  has  been  prophesied  by  one  whose  opinions  on  these  matters  are  not 
to  be  despised,  that  '*  the  system  will  go  to  pieces,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Whigs."  There  is  certainly  little,  at  present,  to  detract  from  the  pro- 
bability  of  the  accomplishment  of  this  somewhat  startling  prediction. 
We  shall  see.  That  *^  the  system,"  in  whose  hands  soever  it  may  be, 
must,  ere  long,  "  go  to  pieces,"  if  it  be  not  adroitly  taken  to  pieces,  is 
now  past  a  doubt. 


*  The  hig^b  idea  we  entei'tain  of  I^rd6rey*8  nuderstanding,  will  not  allow  us  to  be- 
lieve) for  one  moment,  that  there  can  be  any  foundation  for  the  whisper  alluded  to  by 
our  Contributor,  that  his  Lordship  <<  would  readily  give  in  to  the  fatal  mistake  of 
attempting  to  return  to  an  inconvertible  Paper  Currency.**  That  Lord  Grey  may  be 
favourable  to  Free  Trade  in  Banking,  and  to  the  issue  of  Convertible  Notes  by  large 
and  wealthy  joint-stock  Banks  in  London  and  throughout  the  kingdom,  on  the  system 
which  has  been  so  eminently  successful  in  Scotland,  we  can  well  believe ;  and  it  gives 
us  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  there  is  a  whisper  to  that  effect. 

E.  T.  M. 
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••  Thmt  be  thy  godi,  O  toMir 

"  'Ti8  a  most  proyoktng  tilings"  cried  tlie  Counten  of  Blaion  to  her 
couflifiy  the  Demn  of  KiUrogheiy^  as  they  sat  together  at  the  dessert-table 
the  other  day,  (her  Noble  Earl  nodding  cosily  in  his  arm-chair  by  the 
fireside,)  ''  that,  in  spite  of  all  my  labovrs,  I  cannot  train  that  boy  of 
mine,  into  any  thing  like  p^tacal  distinction !    He  had  a  tutor  to  run 
after  him  in  his  go-cart,  was  six  years  at  Eton,  two  at  Christ  Chnrcb. 
For  the  last  three  centuries,  our  family  have  held  a  prominent  place  in 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  and  1  shall  be  miserable  if  De  Duncean* 
viEe  does  not  make  a  figure !" 
**  A  figure  of  fun  I"  growled  the  lethargic  Earl. 
*'  I  have  done  every  thing  tliat  could  be  done  on  mp  part,'*  continued 
the  Countess,  still  addressing  her  Very  Reverend  kinsman,  ^*  to  raise 
him  into  notice.    After  observing  how  other  young  men  of  his  caste  are 
smuggled  behind  the  scenes,  and  pushed  upon  the  stage  of  public  life,  I 
have  left  no  stone  unturned  to  bring  poor  Augustus  forward." 
"  Rolling  stones  gather  no  moss,"  grumbled  the  Earl. 
'^  I  am  well  aware  that  Lord  De  Duneeanville's  education  was  most 
elaborately  superintended,"  observed  the  Dean,  finding  reply  inevitable ; 
"  but  though  we  hold  it  a  maxim,  that  education  makes  the  man,  I 
fancy  something  else  is  necessary  to  make  the  pubUe  man." 

**  Of  course,— quackery ;  nor  have  I  neglected  it.  From  the  time  he 
was  fifteen,  I  always  took  care  to  announce  in  the  papers,  (among 
the  arrivals  in  town,  or  departures  to  Oxford,)  Lord  De  Dunceanville, 
and  his  tutor,  the  Riev.  Mr.  Olius,  from  Blazon  House,  Privy  Gardens, 
fo  Christ  Church,  Oxon." 

"  And  that  served  a  double  purpose,"  said  the  Dean,  reproachfully ; 
^  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Olius,  thus  honoured  by  a  squeak  of  the  penny-trum- 
pet of  fame,  is  now  wigged  and  benched  among  the  Bishops.'^ 
"  King's  Benched,  if  he  had  his  deserts,"  mumbled  Somnus. 
"  No  sooner  had  the  boy  quitted  College,"  cried  Lady  Blason,  than  I 
got  him  sent  attai^  to  Paris,  that  he  might  learn  French  and  dancing;  and 
to  Vienna,  that  he  might  study  German  and  waltzing.  At  both  courts,  I 
can  venture  to  assert,  that  he  did  honour  to  the  British  embassy.  With 
six  saddle-horses  and  an  exceUent  cook,  'tis  hard,  indeed,  if  a  young 
man  does  not  command  the  respect  of  society." 

"  I  thought,"  hesitated  the  Dean,  *'  you  were  obliged  to  send  for  his 
Lordship  home  from  Paris,  on  account  of  his  carrying  off  an  open 
dancer." 

*'  Carrying  off !"  muttered  the  father,  '<  No ;  the  poor  girl  carried 
herself  off — drowned  herself,  one  fine  day,  in  the  canal  de  TOurcq." 

"  And  the  French  thought  proper  to  make  a  fuss,  because  she  hap- 
pened to  be  their  best  dancer !  Now,  really,  that  adventure  might  have 
brought  him  forward,"  said  the  Countess,  "  for  you  have  no  notion  what 
a  scandal  there  was.  It  was  made  into  a  melo-dnune  at  one  of  the  theatres 
of  the  Boulevards." 
"  And  yet  did  nothing  for  Lord  De  Dunceanville's  reputation  ?*' 
"  Nothing.  It  cost  me  as  much  exertion  of  our  family  interest  to  get 
him  a  clerkship  in  the  Foreign  Ofiice,  as  if  his  name  had  never  been 
heard  of.' 


'»# 
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"  But  why  waste  the  family  interest  on  such  an  object  ?"  said  the 
Dean,  pensively.  "  De  Dunceanville,  heir  to  an  Earldom,  and  eighty 
thousands  per  annum,  appears  to  me  very  much  out  of  place  as  an  oper- 
ative, on  a  Balary  of  £76  per  annum,  paid  quarterly/' 
*'  He  will  never  appear  in  place,  without  some  such  probation." 
'*  And  what  does  my  son  and  heir  want  with  a  place  ?"  grumbled  the 
Earl. 

"  Nothing  vfith,  but  a  great  deal  from  one.  Notice  in  the  Red  Book, 
the  Foreign  Almanacks,  the  Entree  at  Courts,  powers  of  franking  over- 
weight  letters ;  besides  patronage  for  all  the  old  servants  of  all  his  old 
friends.  Just  now,  for  instance,  I  want  our  superannuated  page  made 
porter  at  Chelsea  College ;  yet,  you  see,  with  all  your  Earldom,  and 
£80,000  a-year,  you  cannot  get  it  done ;  j^ou  have  no  patronage  to  give' 
away  in  return." 

**  I  find  my  young  friend  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Antiquarian,  Geological,. 
Horticultural,  Phrenological,  and  Zoological  Societies,''  said  the  Dean, 
in  a  pacifying  tone. 

/'  Yes.  It  seems  that  no  name  will  go  down  in  the  present  age,  without « 
cpllar  of  S.S.  tacked  to  it.    A  fascinating  young  nobleman  always  be» 
gins  his  career  as  F.  A,  S.    De  Dunceanville  often  figures  in  the  Tran- 
sactions of  the  Learned  Bodies  as  Vice-President/* 
{''  rioe-President,"  growled  the  father.) 

''  Sends  Patagonian  Grooseberries  to  the  Horticultural  Exhibitions, 
and  presents  Monomotatia  Guinea-pigs,  or  a  specimen  of  the  Solitary 
Whistle-Bird,  to  the  Zoological  Gardens,"  continued  the  mother ;  ''the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  De  Dunceanville  is  hung  up  on  several  cages." 
(  "  The  Right  Honourable  Lord  De  Dunceanville  hung  up  /"  ejacu- 
lated the  Earl.) 

"  I  have  lately  had  two  or  three  very  sweet  little  things  introduced 
into  the  Court  Magazine  under  his  name,"  sighed  Lady  Blazon. 

''  I  understand,"  observed  the  Very  Reverend,  "  tiiat  two  or  three 
very  swQet  little  things  pass  under  his  name ;  and  his  Lordship  is  a  con. 
tributor,  I  fancy,  to  the  fashionable  Annuals." 

'*  Cela  va  sans  dire  !  Almost  all  the  present  ministry  were  his  fellow- 
writers  in  *  The  Midsummer's  Wreath :'  and  'tis  very  strange,  they  have 
done  nothing  for  him.    Poor  fellow !" 

'*  The  blockhead  indited  a  Sonnet  to  a  Dog  wagging  its  tail  to  its 
Shadow/'  chuckled  the  old  Earl,  **  which  the  editor  magnified  into  ^  A 
Study  hom  Natural  History,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  De  Dunceanville/  " 
''  I  beg  to  observe,"  said  the  Countess,  with  indignation, ''  that  my  son 
is  well  known  as  an  author  of  Memoirs ;  of  Historical  Memoirs,  my  Lord 
Blazon !"  ^ 

•<  Of  uMi  f" 
''  Memoirs." 
«  Of  wh4m  9" 
*'  Alfred  the  Great.'' 

"  Hurlothrumbo  the  Great !  They  were  written  forty  times  over  before 
the  boy  was  breeched." 

''  So  much  the  better  1  He  was  the  less  likely  to  fall  into  error ;  and 
even  that  impartial  periodical,  the  Literary  Gazette,  asserts  De  Dun- 
ceanville's  book  to  be  one  of  the  most  nbh  works  of  the  day !" 
''  Abomin-o^/^,  I  make  no  doubt." 

"  My  young  friend  has  manifestly  achieved  a  place  in  the  literature  of 
the  Qountry/'  said  the  Dean,  maliciously:  "  His  portrait  is  stuck  up  in 
the  windows  of  all  the  circulating  libraries." 
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**  And  yety  I  do  aMure  you,  he  doM  not  get  on  at  he  ought,  or  where 
he  ought.  In  Downing  Street, '  they  never  mention  him,  hit  name  is 
never  heard  ;'  and  we  all  know  that  Lord  C.  was  a  Lord  of  the  Admi. 
ralty,  and  Lord  F.  of  the  Treasury,  five  years  nearer  to  their  nursery 
than  poor  dear  De  Dunoeanville.  Could  I  but  have  calculated  when  he 
made  his  debut  in  public  life,  how  things  were  likely  to  turn  out !" 

''  Things  I  'Twaa  only  the  Tories  that  turned  out,"  said  Lord  BU. 
ion. 

"  I  might  have  made  a  more  judicious  choice  of  principles  for  him. 
'Twas  all  my  fault.  Heaven  knows,  poor  fellow !  he  had  none  of  his 
own!" 

^'  You  amase  me,  my  dear  Lady  Blason,"  cried  the  Dean,  *'  I  fancied 
that  De  Dunceanville  was  with  the  Whigs." 

"  And  so  he  is ;  and,  pray,  what  chance  has  a  young  man  of  attract- 
ing  notice  who  is  always  with  Ministers  ?  It  is  your  Opposition  Men 
(no  matter  whether  Whig  or  Tory)  who  monopolise  the  attention  of 
society ;  wranglers  who  pull  protocols  to  pieces,  quire  by  quire ;  dispute 
the  Treasury  estimates,  cypher  by  cypher ;  oppose  every  Government 
motion ;  meet  the  Civil  List  with  quotations  from  Juvenal ;  and  blow 
up  the  Secretary-at-War  with  Vattel,  Machiavel,  or  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
Poor  De  Dunceanville  has  no  chance  of  the  kind  :  Obliged  to  waste  hU 
eloquence  in  apologies  and  deprecation ;  *  assuring  the  Honourable 
House,  that  his  Honourable  Friend  of  the  Home  Department  is  not  at 
present  prepared  with  documents  to  refute  the  very  learned,  very  ela- 
borate, but  very  insidious  statements  made  by  the  Honourable  Gentle- 
man recently  upon  his  legs.' " 

'*  Provoking  enough !"  said  the  Dean,  in  a  hypocritical  voice.  ''  Pre- 
destined  to  say  nothing  that  is  likely  to  be  listened  to ;  and  knowing 
that  not  even  what  the  press  says  for  him  is  likely  to  be  read !  Poor 
feUow !" 

"  Now,  if  I  had  but  made  him  a  Conservative !  Think  by  what  bursts 
of  eloquence  he  might  have  immortalized  himself !  1  have  two  capital 
Church  and  State  tirades  against  innovations  on  Ecclesiastical  property 
lying  in  my  desk." 

''  Why  can't  the  Bishop,  who  wrote  them,  speak  them  himself?" 
growled  the  Earl.  *'  I  suppose  his  Lordship  is  waiting  to  be  cross-ez- 
amined  by  a  Hierarchical  Committee." 

"  For  the  life  and  soul  of  me,  I  cannot  tell  how  to  advise  you,"  said 
the  Dean.  ''If  your  son  be  not  too  deeply  pledged  to  his  party,  let  him 
work  his  way  round  by  degrees.  He  might  even  form  a  third,  or  mo- 
derative  party  in  the  House." 

"  A  mule  !  half  Whig  half  Tory,^-hot  and  obstinate  !  A  monster — 
a  hybrid  !  a  thing  despised  of  gods  and  men  !"  ejaculated  the  old  gen- 
tleman. 

"  Or,  why  not  follow  the  canvassing  system,  and  be  a  Tory  to  Tories, 
a  Whig  to  Wliigs ;  or  a  '  Moderate  Whig ;'  or  '  Philosophical  Conserva- 
tive?'" 

''  A  flying-fish  !"  muttered  the  Earl ;  ''  now  soaring  after  gnats,  now 
diving  ^er  g^rubs, — flight  as  air, — ^yet  leaden  as  a  plummet !" 

"  I  am  afraid  the  march  of  humbug, — in  that  direction, — ^has  been 
cut  short.  The  land  of  Penny  Magazines  has  been  couched  for  its  ca. 
taract." 

"  I  recollect  the  time,"  replied  the  Countess,  in  a  pensive  tone,  "  when, 
for  a  man  of  De  DunceanHUe's  rank,  to  have  written  a  book,  even  if 
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(like  the  quondam  Earl  of  Pembroke's)  a  book  of  farriery^  was  to  have 
placed  himself  on  a  pedestal  for  life ;  and  now^  if  a  nobleman  were  to 
discover  a  planet^  it  would  be  no  better  than  any  other  planet  !** 

"  £xcept  in  the  Literary  Gaatette ;  of  which  it  would  be  the  fixed 
star !" 

''Only  consider^  Dean^  what  that  poor  dear  boy  goes  througli  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country  !  Obliged  to  be  in  Downing  Street  erery  momihg  at 
twelve^  rain  or  shine^  (renouncing  his  natural  rest,  and  swallowing  his 
muffins  whole,  at  the  risk  of  dyspepsia  !)  comp^ed  to  remain  there  see^ 
ing  despatches  copied, — franking  letters, — receiving  parcels  of  French 
perfumery  or  gloves  from  the  Paris  bag,  and  distributing  them  to  the 
various  ministerial  ladies  to  whom  they  are  addressed, — giving  commis- 
sions to  the  different  couriers,  and  scribbling  his  pretty  verses  on  filthy 
government  stationery  f  Actually  deprived  of  half  his  ride  in  the  park, 
two  days  out  of  seven,  and  all  for  the  chance  of  being  one  day  or  other 
'  a  paltry  Under-Secretary  of  State.'  " 

«  What  self-devotion !" 

''  His  health  will  not  stand  it  much  longer.  He  is  constantly  obliged 
to  ask  leave  of  absence  and  run  down  to  Brighton.  De  Dunceanville  is 
dreadfully  consumptive." 

(f'  Of  fish,  soup,  and  patties !"  mumbled  the  Earl.) 

"  I  have  half  a  mind  he  should  turn  Radical !"  said  the  Countess.  ''  A 
tladical  Lord  would  be  a  novelty,  and  create  a  sensation  !" 

"II  y  avoit  une/oie  un  Comte  de  Mirabeau,"  said  the  Dean,  drily. 

"  And  then  he  would  be  sure  to  remain  in  opposition.  No  chance,  at 
all  events,  of  the  Rads  burrowing  their  way  to  the  Treasury  Bench  !" 

"  N'e  gagex  pas  /"  as  Agnes  says,  cried  the  Dean.  "  The  age  pro- 
gresses !  Two  years  ago  Great  Britain  congratulated  herself  on  having  a 
Radical  Sovereign.  I  should  never  be  surprised  to  find  small  change  for 
one  jingling  in  the  National  purse." 

**  That  might  at  last  enable  us  to  pay  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound," 
cried  the  Earl,  waking  up. 

"  My  dear  Blazon,"  said  the  Countess,  in  a  silencing  voice,  "  be  so 
obliging  as  to  remember  that  we  are  not  talking  of  politics — only  of 
LoRDLiNo  Legislators." 


A  SOLDIER'S  RECOLLECTIONS. 

A  GHOST  STORY. 

"  ATaont,  and  quit  my  sight  I  let  Uie  earth  bide  thee  I 

Thy  bonei  are  marrowlew."  SiuurBASB. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  capture  of  the  island  of  Guadaloupe  from  the 
French,  in  the  year  180-,  that  my  tour  of  duty  placed  me  in  command 
of  a  subaltern's  guard  of  Fort  Matilda,  where  a  division  of  the  prisoners 
of  war  was  then  confined.  I  remember  the  guard  mounting  of  that 
morning.  Never  was  there  collected  a  more  motley  group  than  that 
which,  under  my  command,  marched  on  the  parade  ground.  The  officer, 
.in  Irishman ;  the  serjeant,  from  the  York  Rangers,  of  the  same  nation  ; 
half-a-dozen  borderers  from  the  25th ;  as  many  Germans  from  the  5th 
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batUlion  of  the  60th,  and  several  Afrieans   from  my  own  corps,  tlie 
— th  West  India  regiment  figured  in  the  "  Guard  Rq>ort." 

The  day  paeeed  over  in  the  intellectual  manner  usual  with  Sub»  on 
duty,  namely,  in  writing  out  and  tearing  to  pieces  the  Guard  Report, 
— leaning  over  the  parapet  of  the  draw-bridge, — ^yawning  over  DuiidM,-^ 
and  ammging  and  re-arranging  the  papers  in  my  writing  desk.  Even- 
ing  came.  The  guard  waa  turned  out  at  ''gun-fire."  I  heard  the 
drums  of  the  different  regiments^  encamped  or  hutted  at  small  distanoes 
round  the  town,  beat  the  tattoo.  My  regimental  coat  and  wings  (for  I 
was  a  Light  Bob)  were  exchanged  for  the  more  comfortable  blue  surtout. 
The  white  beaver,  the  heavy  costume  of  the  day,  gave  place  to  a  light 
and  easy  foraging  cap ;  and  my  net  hammock,  from  the  Spanish  main, 
was  slung  sufficiently  low  to  allow  my  toe  to  reach  the  ground,  that  I 
might  give  it  the  see-saw  motion  so  agreeable  to  a  West  Indian.—''  Who 
goes  there?"  shouts  the  sentinel  at  the  gate. — "Rounds." — "What 
rounds?" — "Grand  rounds." — "Guard  turn  out."— Clash  sound  the 
horse's  hoofs  of  the  field  officer  on  duty,  as  he  retires  from  his  ezamina- 
tion  of  my  po8t>  and  all  is  still  again. 

At  eleven  o'clock  I  rouse  myself,  tie  my  bandana  tight  round  my 
throat,  and  visit  the  sentinels :  nothing  more  to  do  tiU  morning.  I  light 
my  cigar,  take  a  farewell  glass  of  my  swizzle,  (cold  rum  and  water, 
very  weak,  and  which  a  West  Indian  only  can  mix,)  and,  reclining  in 
my  hammock,  compose  myself  for  a  nap.  In  vain ;  the  annoying  buz< 
of  the  musquittoes,  and  the  close  atmosphere  of  the  guard-room,  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  sleep.  I  arose  and  opened  the  jalousie  to  admit 
the  sea  breeze,  whose  sudden  and  low  moaning  was  just  beginning  to  be 
heard.  How  lovely  was  the  scene  that  met  my  view  1  The  moon  had 
only  just  risen  over  the  smoke-cloud  that  constantly  hangs  on  the  sum- 
mit of  Mount  Soufriere ;  which,  lighted  by  her  radiance,  seemed  like  a 
palm  tree  of  the  brightest  amber,  gradually  reddening  to  a  flame  colour, 
a^t  the  point  where  it  emerged  from  the  crater  of  that  ever.smoking  fur. 
nace.  The  mountain  itself  rose  dark,  and  giant-like,  in  deep  shade;  its 
outline  clearly  defined  against  the  cloudless  transparent  brilliancy  of  a 
tropical  sky.  Here  and  there  a  straggling  moonbeam  found  its  way  to 
the  bottom  of  some  of  the  numerous  ravines  on  the  mountain's  side,  and 
sparkled  with  brilliant  light  reflected  in  the  streams  below.  In  the 
plain  at  the  foot  of  the  hQl,  stood  the  town  of  Basseterre  ;  the  low  flat 
roofs  of  its  houses,  covered  with  the  dew,  glittered  bright  in  the  moon- 
light, which,  as  usual  in  that  climate,  was  so  clear  as  to  render  even  the 
gay  colouring  of  the  verandahs  and  galleries  plainly  distinguishable ; 
while,  in  the  foreground,  the  ramparts  and  glacis  of  Fort  Matilda  frowned 
in  black  and  solemn  grandeur.  The  night  breeze  blew  cool  and  sweet : 
a  thousand  lizards  chirped  shrilly  beneath  the  window ;  while  the  melan- 
choly tones  of  the  sentinels,  as  they  sung  forth,  with  prolonged  and 
varying  cadence,  the  customary  warning  of  "  All's  Well,"  harmonized 
sweetly  with  the  monotonous  booming  of  the  sea,  that  broke  upon  the 
shore  below  the  fortress. 

Leaving  the  window  open,  I  resumed  my  place  in  the  hammock ;  and, 
while  viewing  the  prospect  before  me,  and  inhaling  the  fragrance  of  my 
eig^r,  sweet  and  pleasing  ideas  of  country  and  of  home  rose  gradually 
within  my  mind.  The  landscape  slowly  faded  from  my  view:  the 
thoughts  of  kindred,  of  friends,  and  of  the  green  banks  of  the  Shannon, 
continued  to  mingle  undefinedly  with  lofty  palm  trees,  smoking  moun- 
tains, cigars,  swizzle,  sentries,  grand  rounds,  mm,  and  prisoners  of  war ; 
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—-in  a  word^  I  was  fast  asleep ;  and  so  might  have  continued  until  mom* 
ing,  had  I  not  been  awakened  by  an  unusual  commotion  in  the  men's 
guard-room^  separated  from  mine  by  a  thin  wooden  partition  only.  Th« 
conf\ision  of  tongues  at  Babel  was  order  and  regularity  compared  with 
the  uproar  I  now  heard.  Thie  Irish  Serjeant's  brogue^  as  he  alternately 
swore  and  blarneyed^  rose  clear  and  sonorous  over  the  guttural  grum« 
bling  of  the  Germans^  the  rumbling  burr  of  the  Northumbrians,  and  the 
jabbering,  monkey-like  squeak  of  my  own  negroes ;  while  at  intervals  I 
thought  I  could  distinguish  the  low  moanings  of  one  in  pain.  To  snatch 
tay  sabre  from  the  table,  and  run  into  the  adjoining  room,  was  the 
thought  and  work  but  of  a  minute ;  and  if  the  confusion  of  noises  only 
was  astounding,  the  scene  that  met  my  eyes,  on  crossing  the  threshhold, 
was  perfectly  alarming.  A  huge  wood  fire,  that  incongruous  but  invari. 
able  appurtenance  of  a  West  Indian  guard-room,  threw  its  fitful  beams 
on  the  rough  and  marked  features  of  the  whole  assembled  guard,  who 
were  congregated  round  a  black  soldier  of  my  own  regiment,  nay  of  my 
own  company,  who  lay  on  the  hearth,  agitated  almost  convulsively.  His 
face,  as  the  fire-light  gleamed  on  it,  was  deadly  pale.  Yes,  my  friend, 
a  black  man  can  look  pale ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  horrible  than  the 
colour  which  at  such  a  time  the  negro  assumes.  The  blood  forsakes  the 
countenance;  the  lips  become  of  a  dull,  yellow  white;  a  circle  of 
l>lui8h  tinge  surrounds  the  eyes ;  the  red  veins  in  which,  being  swoln  and 
filled  with  blood,  seem  of  the  hue  of  fire ;  while  the  ivory  whiteness  of 
the  teeth  imparts  to  the  whole  face  a  character  almost  demoniacal. 

I  elbowed  my  way  with  difficulty  through  the  circle,  for  authority 
seemed  lost :  I  shouted,  stamped,  swore,  and  at  last  was  heard.  '*  What 
is'  the  meaning  of  all  this  confusion  }" 

"  That  black  spalpeen  has  run  away  from  his  post,  and  never  stopped 
to  look  behind  him,"  says  the  serjeant.  '^  Where  was  he  stationed  V 
"  In  the  archway  by  the  prisoners'  quarters."  '*  Turn  out  the  relief 
thexi,  and  post  anpther  sentinel."  Grumble  went  the  Germans;  the 
Noirthumbrians  rumbled  out  their  dissatisfaction ;  the  negroes  squeaked, 
but  no  one  moved.  All  the  Irish  blood  in  my  veins  rushed  to  my 
head,  and  I  was  in  ''a  tundhering  big  passion,"  as  the  serjeant  after- 
wards defined  it.  I  again,  and  again  demanded  the  cause  of  all  this  up- 
roar. No  answer.  I  at  length,  by  dint  of  shaking,  kicking,  roaring,  and 
thumping,  drew  an  answer  from  Blackie  himself;  who  gasped  out,  while 
his  mouth  opened  and  shut  like  a  dying  dog-fish,  *'  Oh  Massa  Coptin  !— < 
(all  the  officers  are  captains  wjth  the  West  Indian  soldiers,)  oh,  Massa 
Coptin,  me  savee— sartin  me  safe — sure  me  go  da  kicke  ra&oo— me  die 
— ^me  go  da  Guinea — me  see  da  Jumbee  !"  I  was  but  a  new-comer  in 
the  colonies,  and  did  not  understand  him.  I  demanded  an  explanation 
from  the  serjeant.  ^^  Sure,  and  plase  yer  honour,  he  says  he  saw  the 
'  White  Oentleman,'  that  is  the  devil,  your  honour."  "  The  superstitious 
scoundrel !  the  prisoners  have  been  endeavouring  to  terrify  him," 
exclaimed  I ;  '^tnm  out  the  relief  this  instant ;  take  off  his  accoutrements ; 
make  a  prisoner  of  him,  and  follow  me  to  his  post." 

This  was  soon  arranged ;  the  sergeant  and  three  men  were  selected;  the 
word  was  given,^ — ''With  ball-cartridge,  prime  and  load;"  and  off  we  march. 
ed  towardsthe  massive  archway,  dividing  the  lower  from  the  upper  compart- 
mentof  the  fortress,  where  the  sentry  had  been  posted,  and  where  the  French 
priaoliers  were  locked  up  during  the  night-time.  We  reached  the  «pot. 
it  was  at  the  entrance  of  a  long  covered  way,  or  bomb-proof  casemate, 
arehedoverhead,  that  we  halted ;  on  each  side  of  which  was  the  row  of 
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doors  leading  to  the  prisoners'  quarters^  and  over  each  door,  just  at  th^e 
spring  of  the  arch,  was  a  corresponding  row  of  windows.  The  wind 
blew  fresh  and  cool  in  our  faces  as  we  looked  up  t)ie  passage,  whose 
extremity  was  lost  in  darkness ;  but  the  moon  threw  her  beams  from 
behind  us  as  we  stood,  enlightening  a  few  paces  within  the  avenue,  and 
marking  on  the  walls  and  ground  a  distinct,  "  cut  shadow,"  forming  a 
perceptible  division  between  the  clear,  bright  moonlight  without,  and 
the  thick,  gloomy  darkness  within  the  archway.  I  tried  each  door — all 
was  fast ;  the  sound  of  heavy  sleepers  from  within,  shewed,  that  what- 
ever  had  disturbed  Blackee,  had  not  alarmed  the  prisoners. 

I  passed  through  the  archway.  A  lofty  traverse,  and  its  accompany, 
ing  shallow  ditch,  divided  it  from,  but  did  not  prevent  access  to,  a  bat- 
tery beyond.  I  passed  round  its  end,  and  stood  in  the  open  space. 
Why  I  was  alarmed,  I  know  not,  for  I  had  often  been  there  before.; 
but  true  it  is,  a  feeling  of  solemn  awe  crept  over  me,  on  finding  myself 
within  the  precincts  of  a  bastion,  in  whose  ramparts  were  deposited  the 
remains  of  such  officers,  whether  English  or  French,  as  in  former  times 
had  died  within  the  fort.  The  low  ridges  of  earth  covering  the  British 
dead,  were  invisible  among  the  rank  and  luxuriant  growth  of  tropical 
vegetation ;  but  the  wooden  crosses,  at  the  head  of  the  resting-places  of 
the  Frenchmen,  were  clearly  distinguishable,  although  the  huge  build- 
ing from  which  I  had  just  emerged,  threw  its  gloomy  shadow  over  the 
limited  space ;  solemnizing,  but  not  darkening  the  spot,  where  those, 
who  had  once  fought  fiercely  in  the  "  battle  plain/'  now  slept  side  by 
side,  the  calm,  long  sleep  of  death.  I  threw  a  hurried  and  inquiring 
glance  round  its  boundary.  No  living  object  met  my  view.  Slowly  and 
pensively  I  returned  to  the  soldiers  I  had  left  beyond  the  arch ;  all 
there  continued  still,  and  remained  so  for  upwards  of  half  an  hour ;  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  weary  of  inactivity,  I  placed  one  of  the  men  on 
the  duty  which  his  fellow  had  abandoned,  and  proposed  returning  to 
the  guard-house  with  the  others. 

Scarcely  had  I  turned  my  back  for  this  purpose,  when  a  shriek  of  ter- 
ror burst  from  the  newly  placed  sentinel ;  who,  after  for  about  a  second 
presenting  his  musket  down  the  archway,  flung  it  violently  from  him, 
and  fled  precipitately,  as  also  did  the  sergeant  and  his  comrades.    My 
eyes  followed  the  direction  of  the  leveUed  musket,  and  I   do  not  fear 
being  accused  of  cowardice  when  I  say,  I  followed  the  example,  set  me, 
and  also  ran  away  ;  for  never  did  a  more  fear-inspiring  object  meet  the 
human  vision,  than   that  on   which  my  terror-stricken  gaze  was  now 
riveted.    The  moon,  as  it  shone  brightly  into  the  avenue,  shewed  me, 
near  the  summit  of  the  arch,  and  almost  on  a  level  with  my  head,  floats 
ing  towards  me,  a  human  form,  self-sustainoJ  in  air,  the  arms  of  which 
were  stretched  out,  as  if  to  enfold  me  within  their  grasp.    It  was  clad  in 
a  short  tunic,  of  transparent  white,  which  shewed  more  pure  in  contrast 
with  the  pitchy  darkness  behind  it ;  the  head  was  not  quite  severed  from 
the  body,  but  hung  upon  the  breast,  attached  to  the  neck  by  a  slight 
portion  of  the   skin  on  one  side.     The  legs  were  tossed  to  and  fro  in 
such  a  manner  as  clearly  shewed  that  the  bones  had  been  broken  in 
many  places ;    and  from  the  severed  neck  a  stream  of  crimson  blood 
gushed  over  the  white  raiment  even  to  its  feet.    Covering  my  eyes  with 
my  hand,  T  fled  towards  the  guard-room,  and  had  nearly  reached  it,  when 
the  sound  of  distant  laughter  from  the  vessels  moored  below  the  fort 
struck  on  my  ear,  as  if  a  ray  of  sunlight  had  pierced  through  the  thick- 
eft  darkness.    The  cansequences  of  my  conduct  flashed  at  once  upon  my 


A  Soldiers  EecoUeetions.  83 

imind.  I  halted — ^my  brensl  heaved — my  knees  trembled — and  a  profuse 
perspiration  rushed  from  every  pore.  «  »  «  » 

Mustering  every  energy  tliat  fear  had  left  me,  I  slowly  retraced  my 
steps.  The  feelings  of  the  condemned  criminal^  as  he  paces  between 
his  ceH  and  the  fatal  gibbet,  would  be  a  state  of  bliss  compared  with 
what  I  suffered^  as  I  endeavoured  to  muster  in  my  mind  every  motive 
that  could  stimulate  me  to  exertion. 

At  length  I  stood  trembling  and  breathless  on  the  spot  I  had  quitted. 
Slowly  I  raised  my  eyes,  and  shuddering^  closed  them  in  terror,  though 
nothing  met  my  view  within  the  dreary  void  before  me. 

The  heavy-  toned  bell  of  the  fort  tolled  the  hour  of  one.  Reassured,  I 
g'azed  more  earnestly  towards  the  summit  of  the  arch,  and  beheld,  while 
the  deep  note  of  the  bell  yet  sounded  in  my  ear,  the  same  frightful 
object  emerging,  as  it  were,  from  the  solid  masonry  of  the  roof.  It 
now  hovered  over  my  head  in  a  horizontal  position,  which,  as  it  floated 
nearer  and  lower,  was  changed  for  an  upright  one;  the  breast  dilated 
and  swelled,  as  when  one  draws  a  heavy  suspiration ;  no  sound  accom.^ 
panied  the  motion.  Despair  gave  me  courage.  At  my  feet  lay  the 
loaded  musket  of  the  sentinel :  I  seized,  and,  cocking  it,  viewed  the  ob- 
ject of  my  dread  more  earnestly.  The  suspirations  were  continued,  and 
I  now  saw  that  the  head  was  but  one  unshappen  battered  mass  of  red 
raw  flesh. 

Assuming  as  military  a  tone  as  terror  would  permit,  I  shouted,  "  Whof 
goes  there  ?"    No  answer. 

Again  and  again  I  shouted  the  soldier's  clir.llenge,  though  each  time 
fainter  and  fainter.  I  now  fancied  I  could  almost  touch  it.  Bringing 
the  gun  to  my  shoulder,  I  took  aim, — 'twas  wit?: in  a  foot  of  the  musket 
muzzle, — I  fired.  The  loud  echo  was  repeated  a  hundred. fold,  rever- 
berating hollowly  from  the  arch  before  me,  and  more  sharply  from  the 
grave-yard  beyond.  Thick  smoke  filled  and  obscured  the  passage.  I 
could  not  have  missed, — my  courage  was  as  the  nerve  of  despair.  Slowly 
the  breeze  dissipated  the  dense  smoke  ;  and  there,  fluttering  wildly,  like 
an  eagle  over  its  prey,  and  certainly  now  not  more  than  two  feet  from 
my  head,  was  this  "  thing  of  fear  and  dread."  I  sprung  upwards,  and 
clasped  it  in  my  arms.  I  felt  a  slight  resistance.  Something  snapped 
loudly ;  and  a  cloth,  cold,  dank,  and  damp,  as  the  covering  of  the  dead, 
enveloped  my  head  and  shoulders  ! ! !  'Twas  no  '^  unreal  shade  ;" — I  felt 
'twas  substance.  Terror  vanished,  and  I  became  on  the  sudden  strangely 
valiant.  Sounds  of  human  life  were  around  and  about  me  :  the  prison- 
er»  were  alarmed,  and  talked  loudly  in  their  quarters.  Lights  moved 
towards  me  from  the  guard  .house,  with  the  sounds  of  measured  foot- 
steps. It  was  the  serjeant  and  the  entire  guard.  They  moved  in  line; 
steadily,  and  with  ported  arms,  ready  for  the  charge ;  and  low  at  niy 
feet  lay  the  object  of  this  warlike  preparation.  And  what  was  it  ? — A 
shirt  of  white  linen  !  which  had  been  pinned  by  the  sleeves  to  a  drying 
line,  reaching  from  a  window  of  the  casemate  to  the  opposite  one ;  to 
the  collar  was  pinned  a  red  nightcap  and  a  pair  of  red  garters,  (the  seem- 
ing stream  of  blood  ;)  and  to  the  bottom  was  attached  a  pair  of  stock- 
ings, (the  jointiess  legs  of  my  Ghost  !)  The  line  being  rather  slack,  it 
had  been  wafted  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  breeze  that  blew  down 
the  passage,  causing  it  to  advance  and  recede ;  and  as  it  bellied  with 
the  wind,  it  seemed  to  dilate  and  to  diminish  in  form,  causing  the  before 
so  evident  suspiration,  and  giving  it  the  appearance  of  supernatural  anr* 
aaation. 
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Need  I  say  that  the  Court-Martial  passed  a  lenient  sentence  on  the 
poor  black  delinquent  who  had  quitted  his  post  P  Need  I  enumerate  the 
jests  and  jibes  that  poor  /  endured  from  my  brother  officers  ?  And  need 
I  describe  how  sheepish  I  looked  when,  as  I  was  beauing  two  belle  Goa- 
daloupeans  round  the  Place  de  Mars,  one  Sunday  evening  after  gar- 
rison parade,  I  heard  my  seijeant  say,  in  no  dulcet  strains,  to  a  com- 
rade,  as  he  touched  his  cap  in  passing :    "  There  !  that's  the  Irish  offieer 

who  caught  the  Ghost !" 

G. 


MONOPOLY,  OR  FREE  TRADE,  IN  BANKING. 

The  subject  to  which  we  would  direct  the  reader's  attention  through 
a  few  pages,  has  been  forced  upon  our  notice  by  the  strange  article  in 
the  last  Edinburgh  Review.  That  earnest  pleading  for  the  prolongatioo 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  does  not  so  much  surprise  as  it 
disappoints  us ;  for,  though  we  well  knew  the  amount  of  convenience  of 
such  an  Institution  to  the  Treasury  Minister,  we  were  not  prepared  to 
expect  from  the  individuals  now  at  the  helm  of  affairs — individuals  whose 
career  in  opposition  was  principally  distinguished  by  the  acquaintance  to 
which  they  pretended  with  the  works  of  Adam  Smith,— we  were  not  pre« 
pared  to  expect  from  the  liberal  Lord  Althorp,  a  proposal  for  that  Char- 
ter's immodified  renewal.  We  take  the  article,  it  will  be  observed,  as  at 
least  a  (f^mt-official  one ;  and  it  doubtless  contains  a  pretty  accurate  ap* 
proximation  to  the  present  creed  of  Government. 

The  Edinburgh  Review,  upon  Banking,  has  never  indeed  been  thorough, 
ly  equal  to  the  subject.  In  sundry  of  its  former  productions,  we  descried 
that  lack  of  power  to  take  firm  grasp  of  the  question,  which  argues  a 
mind  not  practically  acquainted  with  details,  and  content  to  rest  ita 
opinions  on  the  ground  of  a  few  doctrinal  generalities ;  but  assuredly, 
our  remembrance  of  its  many  good  deeds,  on  behalf  of  Economical  Science, 
would  have  prevented  our  imagining  that  it  could  press  forward  at  so 
critical  a  moment,  and  for  the  single  purpose  of  delusion,  with  a  piece  of 
ill-digested  dogmatism,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  pre- 
mises  or  pretended  inferences  are  the  more  incorrect  and  exaggerated. 
Anxious,  as  it  is,  to  mislead,  and  reckless  about  the  quality  of  an  asser^ 
tion,  provided  it  subserve  that  one  purpose,  we  believe  the  article  will 
fail  through  its  very  excess  of  zeal.  The  impression  immediately  arises 
on  perusing  it,  that  it  is  an  overreach.  The  downright  purpose  in  the 
author's  mind  is  not  concealed  with  sufficient  skill ;  and  the  extravagant 
eagerness  of  his  endeavours  to  perform  what  he  esteems  to  be  his  work, 
deprives  him  of  moral  authority,  and  throws  over  all  his  reasonings  the 
suspicion  of  sinister  design. 

A  great  confusion  of  ideas  pervades  the  paper,  for  want,  apparently,  of 
a  previous  and  discriminating  view  of  the  ground  on  which  it  is  made  to 
rest.  The  confusion  originates  in  the.  assumption  that  the  fact  of  aver^ 
issue  is  an  ultimate  fact,  or  dependent  solely  upon  the  Banker's  caprice ; 
whereas  it  is  invariably  the  consequence  of  some  peculiar  commercial 
state,  upon  which,  indeed,  the  system  of  Banking  must  always  exert 
signal  influence  for  good  or  for  evil ;  but  an  influence  guided  and 
determined  by  other  principles  than  the  Banker's  mere  reckleesness 
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in  regard  of  over.issue.  Because  the  Reviewer  has  not  tracked  this 
matter  to  its  root^  he  has  failed  in  expounding  the  comparative  opera. 
tion  of  the  contrasted  systems  upon  our  commercial  welfare ;  and  his 
oversight  has  also  allowed  him  to  run  into  the  most  lawless  argumenta- 
tion  ;  to  mix  up  opposite^^  or  at  least  disparate  ideas^  under  one  simple 
term^  and  consequently  to  commit  unwarrantable  shiftings  of  the  pre- 
mises, on  the  most  important  occasions.  The  proof  of  what  we  ven- 
ture now  to  advance,  we  are  obliged  to  defer  to  another  opportunity ; 
and  we  notice  the  fault  alluded  to,  only  that  we  may  not  be  held  to  have 
fallen  into  a  similar  error,  merely  because,  in  the  present  paper,  we 
adopt  the  Reviewer's  method,  and  employ  his  indefinite  language.  It  is 
our  purpose  to  meet  him  here  upon  his  own  ground ;  to  take  the  fact 
of  over-issue  just  as  he  takes  it ;  and  to  examine  whether  he  is  right  in 
declaring  that  the  Scottish  or  Free-Trade  system,  would  not,  if  esta- 
blished in  England,  provide  efficient  securities  against  it. 

We  shall  allow  him,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  his  supposed  securities 
for  a  sound  paper-currency,  under  the  management  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

<<  The  public  has  about  the  best  security  that  can  be  obtained,  for  the  proper  man- 
agement of  the  Bank  of  England — the  plain  and  obvious  interest  of  the  directors.  It 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  public,  that  the  value  of  bank^iotes  should  always  he  kept  on 
a  level  with  that  of  the  gold  they  profess  to  represent,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  ex- 
change should  be  as  near  par  as  possible.  Now,  this  is,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  ad- 
vantageous state  of  things  foi  the  Bank.  If  she  issue  too  much  paper,  the  exchange 
becomes  depressed,  and  the  surplus  notes  are  immediately  returned  upon  her  for  gold ; 
whiles  if  she  iBsues  too  little,  the  deficiency  is  supplied  by  the  issue  of  an  additional 
quantity  of  coins,  which  are  now  obtained  immediately  frqm  the  Mint,  or  by  the  in- 
creased issues  of  the  country  banks,  or  both.  In  the  former  case,  the  bank  runs  the 
risk  of  being  drained  of  bullion ;  and  in  the  latter,  she  is  deprived  of  a  portion  of  pro- 
fit she  had  it  in  her  power  to  realize.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  interests  of 
the  Bank,  and  of  the  public,  in  the  issue  of  notes,  are  identified.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  directors,  do  what  they  will,  to'  act,  in  regulating  the  supply  of  currency, 
&o  as  lo  secui'e  the  advantage  of  the  Bank,  without,  at  the  same  time,  securing  that  of 
the  public,  and  conversely.  No  doubt,  it  is  quite  true,  that  the  directors  have  not 
always  clearly  perceived  their  own  advantage ;  and  that  their  proceedings  have  in 
consequence  been,  on  several  occasions,  mischievous  alike  to  themselves  and  the  pub- 
lic Bat,  notwithstanding  these  aberrations,  it  is  abundantly  certain,  that  this  iden- 
tity of  their  own  with  the  public  interest,  will  be  more  likely  to  keep  them  in  the 
right  path,  than  any  system  of  regulation.  <  Nul  sentiment  dans  Phomme  ne 
Hent  son  intelligence  eveilli  autant  que  Pinierei  personnel.  II  donne  de  P esprit 
aux  plus  simples,*  The  experience  the  Bank  has  had  during  the  last  twenty  years^ 
the  system  on  which  her  issues  are  now  conducted,  and  the  provisions  that  will  doubt- 
leas  be  made  in  any  new  arrangement  for  ensuring  complete  publicity— 4tre  additional 
guarantees  that  her  conduct  will  always  be  governed  by  sound  principles  ;  that  is, 
with  a  view  to  what  is  really  for  the  public  interest,  because  it  is  for  her  own. 

llie  guarantee  here  assumed  as  sufficient,  is  simply  the  fact,  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  those  issuing  notes,  to  keep  the  exchange  at  par ;  and  the 
questions  therefore  arise,  whether,  as  the  Reviewer  elsewhere  asserts, 
this  interest  will  not  act  efficiently  upon  a  system  of  Free  Banks ;  and 
whether,  as  he  here  asserts,  it  acts  uniformly  and  efficiently  upon  the 
Bank  of  England?  Our  purpose  is,  to  offer  a  short  answer  to  these 
inquiries,  with  reference  to  the  reasonings  of  the  Reviewer. 

I.  We  assuredly  despair  of  convincing  any  one,  by  argument,  that  the 
necessity  of  keeping  the  exchange  at  par,  or  of  guarding  against  depre- 
isiation,  would  appear  as  clearly  to  the  Free  Banks  in  aggregate,  and  press 
on  them  as  urgently,  as  it  can  do,  in  respect  of  any  National  or  Monopoly 
Bank  whatsoever.    The  fear  which  now  restrains  the  establishment  of 
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Tlireadneedle  Street,  is  just  the  fear  of  being  compelled  to  pay  its  de. 
predated  notes  in  gold ;  and  conimonsense  must  inform  us,  that  this 
would    not  seem    less   formidable  to  any  other  responsible  institution. 
The  certain  and  immediate  consequence  of  a  fall  in  the  exchanges, 
is  the  grand  general  law,  which,  by  a  sort  of  commercial  necessity,  would 
overrule  the  conduct  of  such  establishments,  whether  their  number  were 
one  or  a  thousand ;  nor  is  it  requisite  for  the  effect,  to  suppose,  accord- 
ing to  an  idea  of  the  Reviewer,  the  existence  of  a  sort  of  clumsy  concert, 
jor  premeditated  agreement.    All  men  eat,  but  they  do  not  eat  because  of 
agreement.    They  concert  in  thus  far,  because  of  a  common  appetite ;  and 
the  Banks  would  involuntarily  concert,  because  of  a  common  interest.   On 
the  occurrence  of  a  fall  in  the  exchanges,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
»  Bank  Congress,  or  a  Lombard-Street  General  Assembly ;  and  just  be* 
cause  each  Banker  would  feel  immediately  the  evil  of  the  existing  state, 
and  act  his  part  in  correcting  it.    Whatever  irregularities  might  be  sup. 
^osable  at  any  extraordinary  time,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  ge- 
jieral  on-goings  would  be  harmonious  ;  and  if  there  is  any  force  in  that 
self-interest,  so  well  described  by  the  Reviewer,  it  would  operate  as  a 
constant  and   steady  power,  constantly  and    steadily  endeavouring  to 
effectuate  one  particular  result.     Whether  or  not  the  power  might  be 
adequate,  we  deliberately  challenge  the  Reviewer  to  try  by  Scotland.  He 
sneers  indeed  at  the  comparison,  and  gets  off  from  the  troublesome  in- 
quiry with  an  imposing  coolness  ;  but  we  insist  on  bringing  him  back  to 
his  task,  and  beg  to  re-assert  for  him  that  the  illustration  does  apply. 
The  currency  of  Scotland  has  doubtless  been  dragged  along  through  aJl 
its  irregular  variation^  by  the  currency  of  £ngland.    London  is  our  Bank- 
ers' settling  place  of  last  resort ;  and  manifest  causes  make  it  their  in- 
terest that  the  currencies  be  similar.     Our  par  of  exchanire  is,  in  reality, 
this  state  of  assimilation  ;  and  the  check  which  prevents  our  banks  from 
depreciating  in  comparison  with  England,  is  the  neve^sity  of  having  « 
retiring  house  in  lAfndon,     To  cry  out,  "  Oh  yim  don't  expect  gold — ^you 
are  never  subject  to  runs,"  is  the  most  wretched  of  sophisms,  and  unworthy 
of  the  Review.     If  the  Bank  of  England  had  retiring  houses  on  the 
Continent,  it  would  be  in  the  exact  situation  of  our  Scottish  Banks ; 
and  who  will  tell  us  that  the  present  check  would  then  be  lessened  or  re- 
moved?    The  evil  arising  from  a  fall  of  exchanges  were  indeed  precise- 
ly as  great  as  before,  and  would  act  upon  it  precisely  as  before,  and  pre- 
cisely as  it  now  acts  upon  the  Scottish  Banks.  The  Reviewer  must  therefore 
return  to  our  erperimentum  cruets.    The  action  of  self-interest  does  not 
depend  upon  magnitude  of  scale, — it  depends  upon  similarity  of  posi- 
tion ;    and  undoubtedly  an  exhibition  of  our  Northern  irregularities 
would  go  farther  in  support  of  the  Reviewer's  object,  than  the  dogmas  of 
every  private  Banker  in  England,  or  a  whole  volume  of  anxious  decla- 
mation.   When  an  improvement  is  advocated,  what  multitudes  of  noodles 
cry  out  that  it  is  all  theory,  and  that  they  want  practice!    Now,  \se 
have  practice  here :  we  have  the  continuous  experiment  of  a  century ; 
And  an  experiment  which  the  Reviewer  acknowledges  as  so  successful, 
that,  notwithstanding  his  manifest  eagerness,  he  lias  not  the  hardi- 
hood to  venture  to  contend  with  it. 

But  although  the  Reviewer  might  acknowledge  the  efficacy  of  this 
£heck  upon  the  Banks  in  aggregate,  he  has  yet  another  argument—his 
favourite  shaft — telum  imhelle  /  He  descries  evil  and  confusion  proceed- 
ing from  within  these  companies.  He  thinks  they  will  go  wrong  by  com. 
petition.     It  is  his  fancy,  that  some  one  Bank  would  overstep  the  mark, 
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and  press  into  business  by  low  discounts  and  over-issuing.  His  expla- 
nation of  its  conduct  rests  upon  the  idea^  that^  by  its  dividing  the  evil 
occasioned  by  low  exchanges  with  the  other  Banks^  (the  notes  of  all 
being  returned  indiscriminately,)  it  might  be  able,  by  its  increased  trade, 
to  overbalance'  the  share  of  evil  which  falls  upon  itself.  We  are  told 
earnestly  of  the  difficulty  of  discovering  the  offending  Bank^ — meaning 
the  difficulty  to  the  public  ;  but  although  this  were  the  case,  it  would 
signify  little,  as  the  public  here  are  not  their  own  protectors :  these  are 
the  other  Banks.  Were  any  single  establishment  guilty  of  so  gross  an 
imprudence,  or  of 'conduct  so  unprincipled,  it  could  not  escape  the  know-  ' 
ledge  of  the  banking  world  for  two  days ;  as  each  Banker  would  learn  it 
by  the  proportions  of  the  various  notes  received  by  him.  But  what,  thinks 
the  reader,  doe«t  the  Reviewer  assert  would  then  be  the  conduct  of  these 
other  Banks  ?  He  has  pictured  them  seized  by  a  sudden  fury  of  com. 
petition,  and  inspired  by  a  heroic  ardour,  that,  rather  than  one  should 
gain,  all  most  perish !  Ruat  calum  is  nothing  to  the  lofty  resolve  which 
would  enter  the  minds  of  these  Bankers !  The  soul  of  the  Reviewer 
manifestly  partakes  of  the  supposed  exaltation :  it  starts  off  "  all  on  fire;" 
and  our  readers  will  believe,  with  difficulty^  that  he  imagines  these  re- 
spectable and  responsible  companies^  so  likely  to  be  overpowered  by 
frenzy^  and  so  able  to  communicate  it  to  the  empire,  that  Threadneedle 
Street  alone  preserves  us  from  perhaps  an  annual  renewal  of  some  Mis. 
sissippi  Scheme  I  We  have  all  heard  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Wodenblokk, 
who  was  carried  into  the  wilds  of  the  Hartz  forest  by  his  unmanageable 
wooden  leg.  The  Reviewer's  imagination  has  furnished  a  good  parallel 
to  the  tale.  As  a  piece  of  fictitious  writing,  the  Review  has,  doubtless, 
great  merit ;  and  we  would  recommend  its  author  to  tiirn  his  attention 
systematically  to  the  world  of  romance ;  but  as  scientific  criticism,  it  reminds 
us  only  of  a  man  who  predicted  all  terrible  things,  from  the  revulsion  of  a 
machine,  without  deigning  to  notice  the  small  catch  which  rendered  re-' 
vulsion  impossible.  The  answer  to  the  Reviewer  is  just,  that  there  is  a 
catch ;  and  it  is  quite  an  effective  one,  although  he  deigns  not  to  notice 
H.  The  Banks  are,  in  fact,  most  vigilant  and  efficacious  checks  upon  each 
other ;  and  they  possess  so  great  power  in  this  respect,  that  no  single 
Bank  would  dare  to  act  upon  principles  opposed  to  the  general  interest. 
They  are  acted  upon  in  common  by  the  rate  of  exchange ;  and  they  act 
upon  each  other  through  the  medium  of  their  weekly  exchangee.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  power  thence  arising,  it  is  well  known  here,  that  even  a 
Bank  of  sufficient  capital  would  find  it  difficult  to  hold  out  in  hostility 
to  the  rest ;  and  a  Bank  of  inadequate  capital  feels  its  position  too  accu- 
rately to  attempt  it.  They  can  throw  discredit  upon  the  offending  Bank's 
AOtes,  by  refusing  them ;  they  can  embarrass  it  by  sudden  and  large  de. 
mands  for  gold ;  they  can  demand  immediate  and  rigid  settlements  ;  and 
an  entire  refusal  of  all  accordance  and  accommodation  would  certainly 
and  speedily  restore  it  to  its  discretion.  In  the  case  supposed  by  the 
Reviewer,  there  would  probably  be  a  conjunction  of  two  sorts  of  efforts :— .• 
an  effort,  in  the  first  place,  to  restore  the  par  of  exchange  by  contrac- 
tion, and  a  simultaneous  effort  to  put  down  the  offending  Bank.  If  the 
Reviewer  had  looked  fully  at  this  latter  operation,  he  would  have  seen 
in  it,  not  only  a  perfect  security  against  the  evil  which  terrifies  him,  but 
a  certain  cure  for  present  evils  of  which  he  justly  complains;  those  evils, 
viz.,  arising  from  the  ill  regulation  of  Country  Banks.  In  Scotland,  a 
dotintry  Bank  is  brought  under  the  effective  control  of  the  Edinburgh 
jBanks,  by  the  diffusion  of  their  Branches ;  and  it  is  only  because  the 
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Privileged  Bank  is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  t«k  of  regulation^  tiiat 
anomalous  and  unprincipled  establishmenta  are  allowed  to  exist  through 
£ngland.  If,  in  the  contest  above  supposed,  the  Banks  could  not  put 
the  offender  down,  it  would  end  in  the  permanent  proportional  contrac- 
tion of  their  issues,  or  their  employing  part  of  their  former  capital  in 
some  other  direction.  New  Banks  often  spring  up  in  Scotland  which  the 
old  ones  cannot  put  down,  whatever  their  jealousy ;  but  they  are  too 
wise  to  risk  confusion,  or  to  depreciate  the  currency.  The  Reviewer^a 
ailment  goes,  in  reality,  to  shew,  that  under  the  system  of  a  free 
trade,  there  would  be  an  impulse  of  capital  towards  the  function  of  Bank- 
ing ;  but  this  will  scarcely  be  accounted  an  evil  by  those  who  remember 
the  periodical  and  terrific  bankruptcies  which  have  hitherto,  at  different 
intervab,  almost  overthrown  the  towering  commercial  fabric  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  certainly  expected  something  more  worthy  of  refutation  in  the 
Edinburgh  Review ;  and  it  all  but  grieves  us  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
foregoing  is  the  only  resemblance  to  argument  we  can  extract  from  its 
pages.  Side  hits  there  are  in  abundance ;  but  we  take  th«n  as  merely 
manifesting  the  animua,  along  with  the  weakness  of  the  Reviewer. 
There  is  a  deal  of  expatiation,  for  instance,  on  the  difficulty  of  knowing 
wbat  Free  Banks  would  be  about ;  whUe  the  Reviewer  himself,  pro. 
poses  it  as  an  indispensabJe  condition  of  the  Charter's  renewal,  that  every 
Bank  should  henceforth  be  compelled  to  publish  its  accounts  periodic 
cally  !  He  tells  us  that  the  Banks  would  take  in  a  thoughtless  public, 
and  pass  upon  them  bad  notes ;  forgetful  alike  that  no  weak  Banks  could 
exist  because  of  the  strong  ones,  and  also  how  many  there  now  are  in 
England,  to  which  his  objection  most  minutely  applies !  And  he  is  even 
reduced  to  assert,  that  in  case  of  a  panic,  the  new  establishments  would 
be  useless ;  as  at  York  or  Manchester,  their  credit  would  be  unknown ! 
Follies  like  these  may  be  swaUowed  by  a  partisan,  or  a  man  determined 
to  be  convinced.  In  the  mind  of  an  inquirer,  they  only  demonstrate  the 
hoUowness  of  the  cause  they  are  set  up  to  support. 

II.  We  come  now  to  the  other  part  of  the  subject.  The  Reviewer 
himself  is  plainly  not  at  ease  about  his  criticisms;  as  he*  tells  us  some* 
where  that  it  will  signify  nothing,  although  they  are  found  exaggerated, 
— ^tbe  Bank  of  England  being  a  good  Bank,  and  deserving  from  its  own 
merits  to  be  retained.  The  same  language  is  held  by  all  the  London 
private  Bankers ;  and  we  therefore  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  inform 
them  in  a  few  words,  why  we,  in  this  northern  part  of  the  island,  think  it 
not  a  good  Bank,  and  consequently  that  it  ought  not  to  be  retained. 

We  deny,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  is  sufficient  security  for  the 
Bank  of  England  always  regulating  her  issues  by  the  par  of  exchange. 
The  Reviewer  manifestly  considers  it  possible  that  private  interests  may 
sometimes  act,  in  enabling  a  party  to  despise  a  general  law ;  and  sinister 
interests  sufficient  to  mislead  the  Bank  might  arise  out  of  her  peculiar 
connexion  with  Government.  In  the  paper  we  criticise,  one  instance  of  this 
is  recorded — an  instance,  indeed,  by  do  means  singular,  but  apparently 
recorded  here  because  it  was  already  notorious.  In  the  latter  month  of 
1824,  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  fatal  18S5,  although  the  exchanges  were 
unfavourable,  and  every  symptom  manifest  which  could  indicate  a  depre- 
ciation  of  the  currency,  the  Bank  continued  to  issue  in  its  usual  manner; 
and  doubtless,  by  this  means,  added  to  the  intensity  of  the  consequent  evil. 
The  fact  of  its  having  done  so,  merely  in  fulfilment  of  a  contract  with 
Government,  may  be  an  apology  for  the  intellects  of  the  Directors ;  but 
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it  eonfirms  the  position  we  are  earnest  to  establish.  And  if,  instead  of 
taking  the  Reviewer's  most  partial  history,  we  inquired  into  the  true 
conduct  of  the  institution  during  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  dreadAil 
crisis,  there  would  want  nothing  more  to  exhibit  the  haa^rd  of  pur  exist-t 
ing  arrangements.  The  following  few  sentences,  from  the  work  of  a  ta« 
lented  and  discriminating  economist  will,  to  those  who  know  it  not,  throw 
the  required  light  over  this  momentous  and  engrossing  subject. 

<*  It  BO  happeniB,  that  the  peculiar  rituation  in  which  the  Bank  of  England  is  placed, 
having  its  whole  capital  looked  up  by  inoonvertible  loans  to  the  Government,  e3&> 
poses  it  to  very  great  inconvenience,  if  n<^t  hazard,  in  such  trying  times  as  W9  havf 
jus.t  been  endeavouring  to  describe.  Not,  indeed,  that  the  most  distant  fears  of  danger 
to  its  credit  or  stability,  during  a  period  of  panic,  can  ever  enter  the  mind  of  any  per- 
son,  protected  as  it  is,  and  must  be^  by  the  Government,  so  long  as  it  continues  so 
large  a  creditor  of  the  State ;  but  it  cannot  be  considered  other  than  a  degrading  cir* 
cumstance,  that  a  national  establishment  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  as  the 
Bank  of  England,  should,  in  times  of  commercial  panic  and  distress,  be  reduced,  by 
the  nature  of  its  engagements,  to  the  humiliating  condition  of  standing  upon  the  de^ 
fensive,  and  selfishly  seeking  the  means  of  security  to  its  own  credit,  by  contractions 
of  the  circulating  medium  to  such  dangerous  extent,  as  to  threaten  the  whole  country 
with  universal  bankruptcy  and  ruin ;  while  it  ought  to  possess,  within  its  own  resources, 
the  means  of  coimteracting  the  pernicious  effects  of  panic,  by  bringing  up  its-  reserved 
forces  in  support  of  the  sinking  credit  of  the  country.  Unfortunately,  l^owever,  it  ha^ 
little  or  no  reserve  of  capital  for  such  occasions ;  and  this  circumstance  creates  great 
embarrassment  to  Its  directors,  and  induces  them  to  adopt  those  narrow-minded  and 
contracted  measures  which  are  of  the  most  pernicious  tendency.  There  cannot  be  A 
doubt  that  this  was  the  state  of  things  at  the  beginning  of  the  great  panic  of  1825 ;  and 
the  directors  persisted  in  their  extraordinary  course  of  compression,  until  they  at 
length  became  so  appalled  at  the  pass  to  which  the  general  state  of  credit  throughout 
the  country  had  been  brought,  by  such  an  injudicious  coui-se,  as  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  protection  and  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  who,  fortunately,  took  a  more 
liberal  and  patriotic  view  of  the  duty  incumbent  on  the  Bank  of  England  at  such  a 
crisis;  and  the  currency  was  then  gradually  restored  to  its  usual  degree  of  elasticity^ 
but  just  in  time  to  avert  calamity  of  the  most  awful  and  threatening  kind.  ^Dur-t 
ing  the  time  of  the  panic,  the  demand  for  gold  was  so  great,  that  the  Bank  had  pon^i 
Biderable  difficulty  in  preparing  specie ;  but  the  di^culty  lay  not  in  the  want  of  bul- 
lion, but  the  impossibility  of  coining  it  so  last  as  it  was  required.  The  market  pric4 
of  bullion  remained  throughout  at  L.3,  17s.  6d.,  being  44d.  per  oz.,  or  nearly  one-half 
per  cent  below  the  mint  price ;  which  was  a  sufficient  proof  that  there  was  no  scarcity 
of  bullion,  but  a  scarcity  of  the  circulating  medium,  or  rather  circulating  credit.*** 

We  are  unwilling  to  diminish  the  force  of  this  representation  by  com* 
ment ;  nor  will  there  be  need  for  comment,  to  attract  to  it  the  attention 
of  every  commercial  man.  We  repeat,  that  these  two  faults  are  not 
singular  ones  :  such  have  occurred  during  every  stage  of  our  commercial 
difficulties,  and  precisely  such  would  occur  again.  Let  us  leave  it,  then, 
with  the  Reviewer,  to  talk  of  the  value  of  the  Bank  during  panics ! 

2.  But  we  charge  the  Bank  with  more  than  its  individual  blunders  in 
regard  of  our  commercial  derangements.  We  lay  to  the  charge  of  its 
monopoly  almost  the  whole  evils  of  Bank  Panics,  A  commercial  derange- 
ment is  in  itself  evil  enough ;  but  when  accompanied  by  a  Bank  Panic, 
its  evils  are  increased  tenfold ;  and  it  is  surely  the  most  horrid,  the  most 
insane  infatuation,  to  condemn  ourselves  to  a  state  in  which  the  one  will 
almost  of  necessity  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  other.  When  derangements 
do  occur  in  the  on-goings  of  our  productive  industry,  the  Banker  stands 
as  mediator  between  the  lending  capitalist  and  the  producer ;  and  it  is 
only  by  his  coolness,  prudence,  and  management,  that  the  wound  can  be 
temperately  healed,  and  health  restored.  But  where  is  the  physician,  if 
he  himself  is  distracted  ?     And  where,  then,  is  the  country  ?    The  year 
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1825  will  answer,  and  that  languor  from  which  we  have  not  yet  re- 
covered.  There  is  as  much  danger  of  such  panics  as  ever.  The  cause 
remains,  viz.,  the  insufficient  Banks  ;  and  the  lleviewer  required  only 
to  make  two  admissions,  which  he  has  made,  viz.,  the  insufficiency  of 
capital  now  employed  in  Banking,  and  the  certainty  of  the  flow  of  it  to 
that  employment,  under  a  system  of  Free  Banks ;  he  required  but  to 
admit  this,  to  finish  his  own  cause,  and  to  ensure  the  triumph  of  oon. 

3.  We  object,  in  the  last  place,  from  considerationa  of  prudence,  and 
without  reference  to  its  good  or  bad  conduct,  to  the  monopoly  of  any 
Bank  whose  solvency  is  dependant  upon  a  Government,  even  though 
it  be  the  Government  of  Great  Britain.  God  forbid,  that  the  crisis  re- 
ferred to  should  occur !  and  we  trust  that  the  kind  Providence  which 
keeps  the  hearts  of  Kings,  will  prevent  it  from  ever  occurring  ;  but  we 
cannot  legislate  here  upon  hopes.  We  owe  it  to  the  country  to  legis- 
late with  reference  to  po9$ibiiitie9.  Suppose,  then,  a  political  crisis;  and 
what  is  our  condition  ?  In  one  half  hour  Government  would  be  at  an  end, 
and  the  people  reduced  to  a  state  of  barter !  This  is  not  a  contingency 
which  our  Ministers  are  entitled  to  brave  ;  especially  as  the  means  are 
in  their  power  to  provide  a  currency  based  upon  real  property, — pro^ 
perty  which  would  remain, — property,  the  responsibility  of  which  would  be 
acknowledged,  even  during  the  broils  of  civil  war.  Lord  Althorp  may  not 
observe  how  seriously  the  Government's  stability,  during  a  difficult  paa. 
sage,  could  be  committed  by  the  present  arrangements ;  but  we  cannot 
be  guilty  of  the  same  oversight,  in  reference  to  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  empire. 

We  shall  watch  the  progress  of  this  momentous  question  with  intense 
anxiety ;  and  it  will  be  curious  to  notice,  if  a  Parliament  calling  itself 
reformed,  shall  really  presume  to  legislate  concerning  it,  upon  the  ground 
of  an  evidence  given  by  the  monopolists  themselves,  or  by  others  equally 
interested  in  the  long  life  of  the  Lady  of  Threadneedle  Street, — hangers- 
on  for  her  favours, — slumberers  within  her  capacious  shadow  ! 
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AiB «  The  Good  Old  Days  of  Adam  and  Eve. 

The  days  are  gone, — ^those  days  of  glory,— 

When  I,  and  every  good  old  Tory,  , 

EnjoyM  our  places  and  our  pensioni, 

And  eamM  them  well  by  good  intentions ! 

'Twas  then  we  spumed  the  people's  wiahe% 

And  feasted  on  the  loaves  and  fishes ; 

While  George  the  Fourth  repaired  his  palace, 

And  Judges  well  supplied.*  the  gallows. 
Oh,  dear  I  heigho!  regret  I  feel, 
For  the  good  old  days  of  Eldon  and  Fe^L 

When  a  young  man, — ere  final  answer  he 

Received  to  bills  he*d  filed  in  Chanoeryr->- 

Grew  old  and  grey,  and  ceased  to  smile  there^ 

Whilst  Eldon  cried,  like  crocodile  there ; 

And  when  aroused  from,  doubt  and  weeping, 

He  found  the  barristers  all  sleeping, — 

Till  a  new  Broom^  that  Whigs  call  able, 

Was  sent  to  cleanse^the  Augean  stable ! 

Oh,  dear !  &c  &c. 

Great  Castlereagh  to  none  would  cower, 
But  well  maintain^  the  Tories*  power ; 
And  Sidmouth,  too, — the  sage  and  hoary,-^ 
At  Peterloo  gained  laurels  gory ! 
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Dut  Castlereaghy — who*d  crushed  rights  ampley— 
Deplored  that  he*d  no  more  to  trample ; 
And,  with  the  thought  grew  bo  besotted, 
His  stick  he  cut,  and  the  carotid  ! 

Oh,  deail  &c  &€. 

threat  Wellington, — ^who  *d  once  been  wiser, — 

When  mad,  was  made  the  King^s  adviser ; 

And  Tories  never  knew  disaster, 

Until  ^  abroad  went  the  Schoolmaster  I** 

Then  Hume,  with  Cocker^jesy  went  searching. 

And  <<  intellect*'  began  a-'*  marching  :" 

The  march  of  soldiers  I  respect.  Sirs, 

But,  curse  this  **  march  of  intellect,"  Sirs  I 

Oh,  dear !  &c.  && 

When  many  a  tough,  time-serving,  thorough 
Good-going  hack  possessed  a  borough  ; 
And  whether  for,  or  'gainst  the  throne.  Sirs, 
Just  as  he  <<  pleased  did  with  lib  own,  Sirs !" 
Then  we^  from  Radical  encroachers, 
Preserved  our  laws,  like  game  fh>m  poachers. 
Until  the  nation  raised  a  storm.  Sirs, 
And  crush'd  us  all  by  their  Reform,  Sirsl 

Oh,  dear !  &c  &c. 

When  Wetherell — that  man  I  pity! — 
Was  deem'd  the  wittiest  of  the  witty ; 
For,  in  the  House,  he  was  the  very  man 
That  acted  long  as  clown  or  mfrry-man ; 
But,  whilst  on  Boroughbridge  he  stood,  Sirs, 
Thinking  his  footing  sure  and  good,  Sirs, 
And  planning  schemes  the  Whigs  to  leather  all, 
The  bridge  broke  down — away  went  Wetherell ! 

Oh,  dear   &c.  &c< 

Old  Charley  went,  as  the  Recorder, 
To  keep  Bristolian  knaves  in  order; 
Yet,  though  the  first  of  Tory  wit-ites. 
No  friends  he  found  among  the  Pit-itesl  * 
When  he  in  Coiirt  began  to  scold  'em, 
They  made  the  town  too  hot  to  hold  htm  ; 
So,  o'er  the  tiles — a  tom-cat  turning — 
JHe  'scaped  from  Bristol's  buildings  burning-! 

Oh,  dear !  &c.  &c. 

Ere  Doctor  Russell,  dark  fiends  urging. 

Of  Parliament  began  the  purging, 

And  plied  us  with  his  bitter  potions. 

Then  laugh'd  at  our  uneasy  motions ; 

Ere  sharp  retrenchment's  sword  cut  sure,  Sirs, 

Nor  left  us  healing  sine-ct<r^«.  Sirs ; 

And  William's  self,~ah!  that's  the  deep  ill, — 

Combined  against  us,  with  his  People ! 

Oh,  dear!  &€.,&& 

No  refuge  now  from  destitution, 
Is  left  me  by  this  Revolution  I 
All  snug  close  boroughs  are  abolish'd, 
In  spite  of  Hunt's  orations — polished  ! 
Where'er  I  go,  the  little  boys  all 
Pursue  my  steps,  with  vulgar  noise  all, 
Exclaiming — ^«  Ha !  old  cove  of  Gatt<ni, 
You  've  got  a  bad, — a  shocking  fiat  on  /" 

Oh,  dear  !  heigho  I  regret  I  feel. 

For  the  good  old  days  of  Eldon  and  Peel. 

•  The  pitmen  of  the  colliery  near  Bristol  were  said  to  have  been  among  the  foremoit  of  th«  tMmu, 
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MISS  MARTINEAL'S  BERKELEY  THE  BANKER  * 

We  hardly  know  whether  we  more  admire  or  esteem  Miss  Martiiieau, 
— whether  we  more  admire  her  tulents^  or  love  her  for  those  kindly  feel- 
ings which  prompt  her  to  use  them  as  she  does.  Possessed  in  the  highest 
degree  of  that  discrimination  and  tact  so  characteristic  of  female  genius, 
of  sentiment  the  most  refined,  and  a  wide  knowledge  of  man  and  life, 
she  might,  if  she  chose  it,  enter  the  lists  with  our  inost  gifted,  and  dis- 
pute with  them  the  immortal  palm !  She  thinks,  it  may  be,  that  the 
walk  she  has  chosen,  is  itself  the  highest ;  and  truly  we  are  not  far  from 
agreeing  with  her.  Her  compatriots  speak  to  the  few — she  to  the  many. 
A  Hemans  and  a  Baillie  teach  those  who  are  themselves  teachers.  Miss 
Martineau  comes  at  once  to  the  multitude ;  enters  the  poor  man's  cot- 
tage ;  strives  to  sweeten  for  him  all  his  views  of  life,  and  to  transform 
him  into  an  intelligent,  a  faitli^l,  and  a  cheerful  citizen.  Long  may  she 
labour !  May  her  ''  Illustrations*'  never  have  an  end  !  If  it  were  in  our 
power,  we  would  compel  every  living  being  in  our  land  to  take  the  lessons 
of  our  excellent  instructress ! 

Berkeley  the  Banker  is  only  the  first  part  of  a  tale ;  but  in  itself  it  is 
complete.  Its  object  is  to  illustrate  the  state  of  things  during  the  Bank 
depreciation,  and  to  afford  a  peep  of  the  terrible  bankruptcies  of  1814. 
Pretty  incidents  of  love,  and  charming  portraitures  of  affection  are  finely 
interwoven  with  its  economical  wisdom.    Berkeley  is  an  honest,  decent 

man,  who  became  partner  of  the  Bank  of  D ,  because  "  Banking 

was  a  good  concern ;"  Cavendish,  a  scoundrel  and  a  swindler,  who  set 
up  the  Haleham  Bank,  for  the  single  purpose  of  robbing  the  people.  M'e 
shall  give  a  few  extracts,  beginning  with  Berkeley's  account  of  a  cur- 
rency riot  in  the  Haleham  workhouse. 

^  Mr.  Berkeley  and  Mr.  Cavendiah  came  in  together,— jutt  in  time  to  save  Fann]r*i 
call  from  appearing  inordinately  long. 

^  <  All  over  P  All  safe  ?  How  relieved  we  are  to  fee  you ! '  exclaimed  the  clergyman. 

« <  Safe,  my  dear  Sir?  Yea.  What  would  yon  have  had  us  be  afraid  of  P*  said  Mr. 
Berkeley,  who^  however,  carried  tracei  of  recent  agitation  in  his  countenance  and 
manner. 

<<<  Father  T  said  Melea,  <  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  nothing  more  has  happened 
than  you  meet  with  from  the  paupt^r-*  every  week.* 

<<  <  Only  being  nearly  tossed  in  a  blanket,  my  dear,  that^s  alL  And  Pye  was  all  but 
kicked  down  stairs.  But  we  have  them  safe  now, — the  young  ladies  and  all.  Ah  ! 
Melea ;  you  have  a  good  deal  to  learn  yet  about  the  spirit  of  your  sex,  my  dear.  The 
women  beat  the  men  hollow  this  morning. 

«  Mr.  Cavendish  obseryed,  that  the  glaziers  would  be  busy  for  some  days ;  the  women 
within  the  workhouse  having  smashed  every  pane  of  every  window  within  reach, 
while  the  out-door  paupers  were  engaging  the  attention  of  magistrates,  constables,  and 
governor. 

<<  < But  what  was  it  all  about?*  asked  Fanny. 

**  <  The  paupers  have  been  complaining  of  two  or  three  things  for  some  wedcs  past, 
and  they  demanded  the  redress  of  all  in  a  Inmp  to-day ;  as  if  we  magistratM  could 
alter  the  whole  state  of  things  in  a  day  to  please  them.  In  the  first  place,  they  one 
and  all  asked  more  pay,  because  the  same  allowance  buys  only  two-thirds  what  it 
bought  when  the  scale  was  fixed.  This  they  charged  upon  Cavendish  and  me.  It  is 
well  you  were  not  there.  Cavendish ;  yon  would  hardly  have  got  away  again.* 

«<Why,  what  would  they  have  done  with  meP'  asked  Cavendish,  with  a  con- 
strained simper,  and  a  pull  up  of  the  head,  which  was  meant  to  be  heroic. 

**  <  In  addition  to  the  tossing  they  intended  fbr  me^  they  would  have  given  you  a 
ducking,  depend  upon  it.     HeartUy  as  they  hate  all  bankers;  they  hate  a  Haleham 
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banker  aboye  ulL     Indeed,  I  heard  eome  of  them  wisli  they  had  you  laid  neatly^under 
the  workhouse  pump.* 

^  <  Ha !  ha !  very  good,  very  pleasant,  and  refreshing  on  a  warm  day  like  this,*  said 
Cavendish,  wiping  his  forehead,  while  nobody  else  was  aware  that  the  day  was  parti- 
cularly warm.    <  Well,  Sir ;  and  what  did  you  do  to  appease  these  insolent  fellows  ?* 
^ '  Appease  them  !   O,  I  soon  managed  that.   A  cool  man  can  soon  get  the  better  of 
half-a-dozen  passionate  ones,  you  know.* 

^  The  girls  looked  with  wonder  at  one  another ;  for  they  knew  that  coolness  in 
emergencies  was  one  of  the  last  qualities  their  father  had  to  boast  o£  Fanny  was 
vexed  to  see  that  Mr.  Longe  observed  and  interpreted  the  look.  She  divined,^by  his 
half-smile,  that  he  did  not  think  her  father  had  been  very  cool. 

"  '  I  desired  them  to  go  about  their  business,*  continued  Mr.  Berkeley,  <  and 
when  that  would  not  do,  I  called  the  constables.* 

*'  ^  Called,  indeed  I*  whispered  Mr.  Longe  to  his  cousin.  '  It  would  have  been 
strange  if  they  had  not  heard  him.* 

'<  <  But  what  were  the  other  complaints.  Sir  ?*  inquired  Fanny,  wishing  her  father 
to  leave  the  rest  of  his  peculiar  adventure  to  be  told  at  home. 

^  <  Every  man  of  them  refused  to  take  dollars.     They  say  that  no  more  than  five 
shillings*  M'orth  of  commodities,  even  at  the  present  prices,  is  to  be  had  for  a  dollar, 
notwithstanding  the  government  order,  that  it  shall  pass  at  five  and  sixpence.  Unles 
therefore,  we  would  reckon  the  dollar  at  five  shillings,  they  would  not  take  it. 

^  <  Silly  fellows  I*  exclaimed  Cavendish.  <  If  they  would  step  to  London,  they 
would  see  notices  in  the  shop-windows,  that  dollars  are  taken  at  five  and  ninepence, 
and  even  at  six  shillings.* 

«  <  There  must  be  some  cheating  there,  however,*  replied  Mr.  Berkeley ;  '  for  you 
and  I  know  that  dollars  are  not  now  really  worth  four  and  sixpence.  Those  London 
shopkeepers  must  want  to  sell  them  for  the  melting  pot ;  or  they  have  two  prices.* 

*<  <  Then  how  can  you  expect  these  paupers  to  be  satisfied  with  dollars  ?*  inquired 
Melea. 

«  <  What  can  we  do.  Miss  Melea  ?*  said  Cavendish.  <  There  is  scarcely  any  change 
to  be  had.  You  cannot  conceive  the  difficulty  of  carrying  on  business  just  now,  for 
want  of  change.* 

*<  <  The  dollars  have  begun  to  disappear  since  the  Government  order  came  out,  like 
all  the  rest  of  the  coin,*  observed  Mr.  Berkeley  ;*  but  yet  they  were  almost  the  only 
silver  coin  we  had  :  and  when  these  fellows  would  not  take  them,  for  all  we  could 
say,  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  chiefly  in  copper.     While  we  sent  hither  and 

thither,  to  the  grocer*s  and  the  draper*s ^ 

**  (  And  the  bank,*  observed  Cavendish,  consequentially. 

<'  *  Ay,  ay !  but  we  sent  to  the  nearest  places  first,  for  there  was  no  time  to  lose. 
While,  as  I  was  saying,  the  messengers  were  gone,  the  paupers  got  round  poor  Pye, 
and  abused  him  heartily.  I  began  to  think  of  proposing  an  adjournment  to  the 
court-yard,  for  I  really  expected  they  would  kick  him  down  the  steps  into  the  street* 
<<  *  Poor  innocent  man  I  What  could  they  abuse  him  fbr  ?*  asked  Melea. 
'<  <  Only  for  not  having  his  till  full  of  coin,  as  it  used  to  be.  As  if  it  was  not  as 
great  a  hardship  to  him  as  to  his  neighbours,  to  have  no  change.  He  is  actually 
obliged,  he  tells  me,  to  throw  together  his  men*s  wages  so  as  to  make  an  even  sum  in 
pounds,  and  pay  them  in  a  lump,  leaving  them  to  settle  the  odd  shillings  and  pence 
among  themselves.* 

<<  ^  With  a  bank  in  the  same  street!*  exclaimed  Fanny. 

**  Cavendish  declared  that  his  bank  issued  change  as  fost  as  it  could  be  procured, 
but  that  it  all  disappeared  immediately,  except  the  halfpence,  in  which,  therefore,  they 
made  as  large  a  proportion  of  their  payments  as  their  customers  would  receive. 
People  began  to  use  canvass  bags  to  carry  their  change  in ;  and  no  wonder ;  since 
there  were  few  pockets  that  would  bear  fifteen  shillings*  worth  of  halfpence.  The 
bank  daily  paid  away  as  much  as  fifteen  shillings'  worth  to  one  person. 

<<  Mr.  Berkeley  avouched  the  partners  of  the  D bank  to  be  equally  at  a  loss  to 

guess  where  all  the  coin  issued  by  them  went  to.  Mrs.  Cavendish  complained  of  the 
difficulty  of  shopping  and  marketing  without  change.  Miss  Egg  feared  Mr.  Longe 
must  be  at  great  trouble  in  collecting  his  dues  of  tithes ;  and  the  rector  took  advan- 
tage of  the  hint  to  represent  his  requiring  them  in  kind,  as  proceeding  from  considera- 
tion for  the  convenience  of  the  farmers. 

^  All  agreed  that  the  present  state  of  the  money  system  of  the  country  was  too 
strange  and  inconvenient  to  last  long.  Though  some  people  seemed  to  be  growing 
rich  in  a  very  extraordinary  way ;  and  there  was  therefore  a  party  everywhere  to 
insist  that  all  was  going  right,  the  complaints  of  landlords,  stipendiaries,  and  paupers 
would  make  themselves  be  heard  and  attended  to ;  and  the  convenience  of  all  who  were 
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concemed  in  exchMifn  could  not  be  long  thwarted,  if  it  tras  desired  to  avoid  my 
disagnenble  connqnencea. 

**  So  the  matter  was  settled  in  anticipation,  by  the  party  in  Mr.  Cavendish's  dmr- 
inff-room,  immediately  after  which  the  Berkeleys  took  their  leave,  attended  by  Mr. 
Longe.** 

The  two  banks  of  course  break  ;  Berkeley's  goes  down  quietly,  and 
because  of  a  run  occasioned  by  accident ; — ^Cavcndish's  stops  when  ks 
credit  seemed  highest,  and  of  course  when  it  could  do  most  harm.  The 
following  is  the  fatal  market  day  at  Haleham  : — 

<<  The  excitement  was  indeed  dreadful.  If  an  earthquake  had  opened  a  chasm  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  the  consternation  of  the  people  could  scarcely  have  been 
greater.  It  was  folly  to  talk  of  holding  a  market,  for  not  one  buyer  in  twenty  had 
any  money  but  Cavendish*^  notes ;  and  unless  that  one  happened  to  have  coin,  he 
could  achieve  no  purcliasL*.  Tlie  indignant  people  spumed  bank-paper  of  every 
kind,  even  Bank  of  England  notes.  They  trampled  it  under  foot ;  they  spat  upon  it ; 
and  some  were  foolish  enough  to  tear  it  in  pieces ;  thus  destroying  their  only  chance 
of  recovering  any  of  their  property.  Mr.  Pye,  and  a  few  other  rrsi)ccted  townsmen, 
went  among  them,  explaining  that  it  would  be  wise  at  least  to  take  care  of  the  "  pro- 
mise to  pay,**  whether  that  promise  should  be  ultimately  fulfilled  or  not ;  and  that  it 
would  be  ftilfilled  by  the  Bank  of  England  and  many  other  banks,  he  had  not  the 
smallest  doubt,  miserably  as  the  Haleham  bank  had  failed  in  its  engagements. 

*'The  depth  of  woe  which  was  involved  in  this  last  tnith  could  not  be  conceived  but 
by  those  who  witnessed  the  outward  signs  of  it.  The  bitter  weeping  of  the  country 
women,  who  prepared  to  go  home  penny l(*ss  to  tell  their  husbands  that  the  savings  of 
years  were  swept  away;  the  sullen  gloom  of  the  shop-keepers,  leaning  with  folded 
arms  against  their  door-posts,  and  only  too  sure  of  having  no  customers  for  some  time 
to  come  :  the  wrath  of  farmer  Martin,  who  was  piishin*;  his  way  to  take  his  daughter 
Rhoda  from  out  of  the  house  of  the  swindler  who  had  plundered  her  of  her  legacy  and 
her  wages  in  return  for  her  faithful  sen'ice;  and  the  mute  despair  of  Rhoda*s  lover^ 
all  of  whose  bright  hopes  were  blasted  in  an  hour ; — his  place  gone,  his  earnings  lost, 
and  his  mistress  and  himst^lf  both  impoverished  on  the  eve  of  their  marriage :  the  des- 
peration of  the  honest  labourers  of  the  neighbourhood  on  finding  that  the  rent  they 
had  prepared,  and  the  little  provision  for  tlu*  purchnst'  of  winter  food  and  clothing,  had 
all  vanished  as  in  a  clap  of  thunder;  the  merriment  of  the  pari:ih  paupers  at  being  out 
of  the  scrape,  and  for  the  time  better  off  than  better  men ; — all  these  things  were 
dreadful  to  hear  and  see.  Even  Mrs.  Pa nidon^s  curiosity  could  not  keep  her  long 
abroad  in  the  presence  of  such  misery.  She  went  home  heartsick,  to  wonder  and 
weep ;  while  she  told  the  sad  tale  to  her  daughter  in  a  letter  of  twice  the  usual  length. 
Enoch  Pye  retired  behind  his  counter,  and  actually  forgot  to  examine  his  stock  of 
bank  notes  till  he  had  paid  his  tribute  of  sorrow  to  the  troubles  of  those  who 
were  less  able  than  himself  to  bear  pecuniary  losses.  Ih':uy  Craig  was  found  wher- 
ever he  was  most  ^vanted.  He  had  little  to  give  but  advice  and  sympathy  ;  but 
he  had  reason  to  hope  that  he  did  some  good  in  calmiug  the  peoplc*s  minds,  and  in 
showing  them  how  they  might  accommodate  one  another.  Under  his  encouragement, 
a  limited  traffic  went  on  in  the  way  of  barter,  which  relieved  a  few  of  the  most  press- 
ing wants  of  those  who  had  entered  the  market  as  purchasers.  The  butcher  and' 
gardener  did  get  rid  of  some  of  their  perishable  stock  by  such  an  exchange  of  com- 
modities as  enabled  the  parents  of  large  families  to  carry  home  meat  and  potatoes  for 
their  children*s  dinners.  Seldom  has  traffic  been  conducted  so  languidly  or  so  pettishly ; 
and  seldom  have  trifling  bargains  been  concluded  amidst  so  many  tears.** 

Thi6  is  the  work  of  female  genius.     Cavendish  of  course  runs  off. 

^  Among  the  many  hundreds  whom  he  left  behind  to  curse  his  name  and  his  trans- 
actions, there  were  some  who  also  cursed  the  bystem  under  which  he  had  been  able 
to  perpetrate  such  extensive  mischief.  Some  reprobated  the  entire  invention  of  a 
paper  currency ;  in  which  reprobation  they  w(;re  not,  nor  ever  will  be,  joined  by  aay 
who  perceive  with  what  economy,  ease,  and  dispatch  the  commercial  transactions 
of  a  country  may  be  tarried  on  by  such  a  medium  of  exchange.  Neither  would  any 
degree  of  reprobation  avail  to  banish  siich  a  currency  while  convenience  perpetually 
prompts  to  its  adoption.  Others  ascribed  the  wbole  di lister  to  the  use  of  small  notes, 
urging  that,  prior  to  1797*  while  no  notes  of  a  lower  denomination  than  £6  were 
issued,  a  run  on  a  bank  was  a  thing  almost  unheard  of.  Others,  who  esteemed  small 
notes  a  convenience  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  complained  of  the  example  of  inconver- 
tibility set  by  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  insisted  that  methods  of  ensuring  converti* 
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bilitj  most  exist,  and  would  be  all-<sufficient  for  the  security  of  property.  Some 
objected  to  this,  that  mere  convertibility  was  not  enough  without  limitation ; 
because  thou^^h  convertibility  ensures  the  ultimate  balance  of  the  currency, — pro- 
vides that  it  shall  right  itself  from  time  to  time, — it  does  not  prevent  the  inter- 
mediate  fluctuations  M'hich  arise  from  the  public  not  being  immediately  aware  of 
tlie  occasional  abundance  or  deaith  of  money  in  the  market.  Notes  usually  circulate 
long  before  the  holders  wish  for  the  gold  they  represent )  so  that  fraudulent  or  care- 
less issuers  of  convertible  paper  may  have  greatly  exceeded  safety  in  their  issues 
bef(Hre  the  public  has  warning  to  make  its  demand  for  gold  ;  and  thus  the  security  of 
convertibility  may  be  rendered  merely  nominal,  unless  accompanied  by  limitatkra* 
Others  had  a  theory,  that  runs  on  banks  were  themselves  the  evil,  and  not  merely 
the  indications  of  e?il ;  that  all  would  be  right  if  these  conld  be  obviated  ;  and  that 
they  might  be  obviated  in  the  provinces  by  the  country  bankers  making  their  notes 
payable  in  London  only.  These  reasoners  did  not  perceiFe  how  much  the  value  of 
notes,  as  money,  would  be  depreciated  by  their  being  made  payable  at  various  and 
inconvenient  distances ;  so  that  there  would  soon  be  as  many  different  values  in  notes 
of  the  same  denomination  as  there  are  different  distances  between  the  principal  coun- 
try toMms  and  London.  All  agreed  that  there  must  be  something  essentially  wrong 
in  the  then  present  system,  under  which  a  great  number  of  towns  and  villages  were 
suffering  as  severely  as  Haleham.** 

And  BO  on  the  speculators  went.  We  cannot  leave  this  acute  and  gifted 
lady^  without  making*  a  visit  with  her  into  the  tenderest  recesses  of  the 
heart — a  sweet  retirement  where  she  is  equaUy  at  home. 

^  *■  Is  it  all  settled  ? — completely  settled  ?*  asked  Henry  Craig  of  Horace,  just 
when  the  latter  was  about  to  mount  the  coach  to  London,  after  a  short  visit  of  busi- 
ness, a  few  weeks  after  the  stoppage  of  the  D  bank.  <  And  your  sisters  both 
leave  us  immediately  ?' 

**  <  Certainly,  and  immediately.  But  ask  them  about  it ;  for  they  can  bear  the 
subject  better  than  L' 

**  '  I  knew  their  intentions  from  the  beginning ;  but  so  soon, — so  very  soon.  I 
did  not  wish  to  believe  it  till  I  heard  it  from  one  of  yourselres.  I  am  grieved  for 
you,  Horace,  almost  as  much  as  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berkeley.' 

<<  <  And  for  yourself,'  thought  Horace,  who  was  now  fully  aware  of  Mr.  Craig's 
Interest  in  one  member  of  his  family.  '  Do  not  think,  Henry,'  he  continued,  that  I 
blame  my  sisters  for  what  they  have  done^  They  took  this  step  as  a  matter  of  course 
— 4»  a  necessary  consequence  of  my  father's  misfortune ;  and  though  I  do  not  think 
I  could  have  encouraged  them  to  it,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  say  they  are  wrong. 
Yet,  if  I  had  known 

«  <  I  thought  you  always  knew.     I  was  fiilly  aware  what  they  would  do.' 

<< '  If  I  had  thought  them  in  earnest * 

*^  It  was  indeed  true  that  Horace's  sisters  could  bear  this  subject  better  than  he. 
If  they  had  been  less  grateful  for  his  brotherly  pride  and  affection,  they  would  hare 
called  him  weak  for  regretting  that  they  should,  like  him^  wish  and  work  for  inde- 
pendence. 

'<  <  We  leave  Lewis  behind,  you  know,'  said  Melea,  smiling  at  the  grave  boy  who 
was  timidly  listening  to  what  Mr.  Craig  was  saying,  the  next  day,  about  his  cousins 
going  to  live  somewhere  else.  <  Lewis  has  made  his  uncle  and  aunt  very  fond  of 
him  already ;  and  when  he  is  son,  and  daughters,  and  nephew  to  them  at  once,  they 
will  have  more  interest  in  him  still.  Lewis's  being  here  makes  il8  much  less  uneasy 
in  leaving  home  than  any  thing  else  could  da' 

<<  While  Mclea  went  on  to  show  how  ivrong  it  would  be  to  remain  a  bunfenupon 
their  father  in  his  old  age  and  impaired  circumstances,  Lewis  stole  out  the  room  to 
hide  his  tears." 

«« And  now,  Melea,'  said  Henry  Craig,  'Lewis  is  out  of  hearing  of  your  lesson, 
and  you  know  how  perfectly  I  agreed  with  you  long  ago  about  what  you  are  doing. 
Do  not  treat  me  as  if  I  had  not  been  your  friend  and  adviser  throughout  Why  all 
this  explanation  to  me  ?' 

"  <  I  do  not  know  ;  unless  it  was  to  carry  off  too  strong  a  sym))athy  with  Lewis,' 
replied  Melea,  smiling  through  the  first  tears  Henry  Craig  had  seen  her  shed.  <  But 
do  not  fancy  that  I  shrink.  I  am  fond  of  children,  I  love  teaching  them ;  and  if 
I  could  but  form  some  idea  of  what  kind  of  life  it  will  be  in  other  respects.' 

«<You  know,  Melea,'  Henry  continued,  after  a  long  pause,  <  you  know  how  I 
would  fain  have  saved  you  from  making  trial  of  this  kind  of  life.  You  have  under- 
stood, I  am  sure  ' 
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« <  I  hare,  Henry.     I  know  it  alt    Say  no  more  now.* 

« ( I  must,  Melea ;  bacauie,  if  we  are  really  destined  to  be  a  support  to  each  otKer ; 
If  we  lore  so  that  our  lot  i«  to  be  one  through  lift,  now  it  the  time  for  oi  to  yield  each 
other  that  support,  and  to  acknowledge  that  lore.* 

<*<  We  cannot  be  more  sure  than  we  were  before,  Henry.  We  have  little  that  i§ 
new  to  tell  each  other.* 

« <  Then  you  are  mine,  Melea.  You  have  long  known  that  1  was  wholly  yours. 
You  must  hare  known  * 

**  <  Very  long ;  and  If  you  knew  what  a  support — ^what  a  blessing  In  the  midst  of 
eTerything— it  makes  me  ashamed  to  hear  any  thing  of  mp  share  in  the  triaL* 

«  Henry  was  too  happy  to  reply. 

<<  nt  is  only  a  delay,  then,*  he  said  at  length.  <  We  are  to  meet,  to  part  no  more 
in  this  world.    You  are  min&    Only  say  you  are  now  already  mine.* 

**  <  Your  own ;  and  I  trust  God  will  bless  our  endeavours  to  do  our  duty,  till  It  bo- 
comes  our  duty  to  But  it  will  be  a  long,  long  time  ftrst  {  and  my  baring  un- 
dertaken such  a  charge  must  prore  to  you  that  I  am  in  earnest  in  saying  this.  I 
would  not  hare  said  what  1  hare  done  Henry,  nor  hare  listened  to  you.  If  I  had 
not  hoped  that  our  mutiud  confidence  would  make  us  patient  We  shall  hare  much 
need  of  patience.* 

w  <  We  shall  not  fail,  I  trust  I  feel  as  if  I  could  bear  any  thing  now  t— absence^ 
suspense,— .whatever  it  may  please  Heaven  to  appoint  us.  But  I  ftel  as  If  I  oooM  do 
everything  too ;  and  who  knows  how  soon  Oh,  Melea,  Is  there  really  no  othor 
difficulty  than  our  own  labours  may  remedy  P    Your  father— Mrs.  Berkeley—* 

<<  <  Ask,  them,*  said  Melea,  smiling.  <  I  have  not  asked  them,  but  I  have  not  much 
fear.' 

<<  Though  Henry  and  Melea  had  long  been  sure  that  they  had  no  reserves  froni  each 
other,  they  now  found  that  there  was  a  iathomless  depth  of  thoughts  and  ftelings  to 
]>e  poured  out ;  and  that  it  was  very  well  that  Fanny  was  detained  in  the  town, 
and  tliat  Lewis  was  long  in  summoning  courage  to  show  his  red  eyes  in  the  dining- 
room.  Its  being  Saturday,  was  reason  enough  for  the  young  clergyman*s  going  away 
without  seeing  the  rest  of  the  family;  and  that  Monday  was  the  day  fixed  for  her 
departure,  accounted  for  Melea's  gentle  gravity.  She  Intended  to  open  her  mind  fully 
to  her  mother  before  she  went ;  but  she  must  keep  It  to  herself  this  night 

« Every  one  was  struck  with  the  fervour  of  spirit  with  which  the  curate  went 
through  the  services  of  the  next  day.  Melea  alone  knew  what  was  in  his  heart,  and 
undentood  the  full  significance  of  his  energy. 

*Mt  was  not  till  Fanny  and  Melea  were  gone,  and  there  was  dulness  in  the  smsU 
house  to  which  their  parents  had  removed,  and  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to  cheer  Mr. 
Berkeley,  and  wounding  to  hear  the  Bchool-children*s  questions  when  the  young  ladies 
would  come  back  again,  that  Henry  €nig  could  fully  realize  the  idea  of  the  necessity 
of  patience.  He  was  still  too  happy  when  alone^  and  too  much  gratified  by  Mrk 
Berkeley's  confidence  in  him  as  in  a  son,  to  mourn  over  the  events  which  had  taken 
place  as  if  they  involved  no  good  with  their  evlL  Some  of  the  dreariness  of  the  fiimlly 
prospects  belonged  to  his ;  but  he  had,  in  addition  to  their  steady  and  lively  hope  of 
the  due  recompense  of  honourable  self-denial  and  exertion,|a  cause  of  secret  satisfaction, 
which  kept  his  spirit  poized  above  the  depressing  infiuenoes  of  suspension  and  hm^ 
liness.  He  still  believed  that,  happen  what  might,  he  oould,  without  difiiculty,  be 
patient  According  to  present  appearances,  there  waa  every  probability  that  this 
ftlth  would  be  put  to  the  proof.** 

Farewell^  meiCkiwhile^  to  Berkeley  :-»we  shall  rejoice  when  we  meet  with 
him  again ! 


THE  IRISH  VOLUNTEERS. 

Thb  Irish  Volunteers  owed  their  origin  to  accidental  circumstances. 
During  the  contest  between  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies^  in 
which  the  latter  were  assisted  by  France^  Britain  was  so  reduced  that 
she  was  unable  effectuaUy  to  protect  Ireland.  Her  coasts  were  insulted, 
and  her  trading  vessels  taken,  by  French  and  American  privateers,  and 
an  invasion  was  apprehended ;  but  all  the  demands  for  troops  were  rti. 
fused  by  the  British  Ministry.     In  self-defence,  therefore,  the  Irish  or.. 
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^nized  corps  of  volunteers,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  They 
appointed  their  own  officers;  purchased  their  clothing,  arms,  and  ac- 
coutrements ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  persons  who  had  served  in  the 
army,  were  regularly  drilled,  and  quickly  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
military  art.  The  respectability  of  their  appearance,  and  the  zeal  they 
displayed  in  the  service  of  their  country,  soon  attracted  general  atten- 
tion, and  people  of  the  first  consequence  became  eager  to  enrol  them- 
selves in  their  ranks.  Their  number  increased  every  day,  and  by  the 
end  of  1778,  amounted  to  30,000.  As  no  foreign  enemy  appeared,  against 
whom  they  might  direct  their  military  prowess,  they  turned  their  at- 
tention to  freeing  their  country  from  domestic  oppression.  But  though 
thus  formidable  in  number,  and  openly  avowing  their  resolution  to  de- 
mand restitution  of  their  country's  rights,  they  professed  the  utmost 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  the  strongest  desire  to  maintain,  unimpaired, 
the  connection  with  Britain.  Engaged,  as  the  attention  of  Ministry 
had  been,  with  other  momentous  affairs,  the  formation  of  this  formi- 
dable body  had  proceeded  almost  without  attracting  their  observation ; 
and  when  the  attention  of  Ministry  was  at  length  directed  towards  them, 
opposition  was  considered  hazardous.  After  an  unsuccessful  attempt, 
therefore,  had  been  made  to  bring  them  under  the  infiuence  of  the  Crown, 
Ministry  resolved  to  treat  them  with  a  show  of  confidence,  and  16,000 
arms  were  issued  for  their  use. 

The  Irish  Parliament,  encouraged  by  the  spirit  thus  displayed  by  the 
nation,  and  pressed  by  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  diminished  value 
of  their  estates,  resolved  to  obtain  relief  for  their  country.  An  Address 
to  his  Majesty  was  drawn  up,  in  which  it  was  declared,  ''  That  it  was 
not  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a  free  trade  alone,  that  Ireland  was 
now  to  be  saved  from  impending  ruin."  ^Then  this  Address  was  carried 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  the  streets  of  Dublin  were  lined  with  volunteers, 
in  their  arms  and  uniforms.  In  order  to  insure  attention  to  their  Ad- 
dress, the  supply,  which  was  usually  voted  for  two  years,  was  only  voted 
for  one  year ;  and  though  this  diminution  of  the  supply  was  opposed  by 
-the  Court  party,  it  was  carried  through  the  Irish  ParUament  by  a  con- 
siderable Majority.  This  majority  was  partly  obtained  by  the  coercive 
measures  resorted  to  by  the  Dublin  mob,  who  rose,  and,  among  other 
acts  of  violence,  pulled  down  the  house  of  the  Attomey-General,  and 
compelled  many  of  thd  Members  to  support  the  diminution  of  the  sup- 
plies. 

The  Ministry,  seeing  the  dangerous  position  of  Irish  affairs,  for  matters 
seemed  about  to  take  the  same  turn  they  had  done  in  America, — ^pressed 
by  the  arguments  of  the  opposition,  and  embarassed  by  the  diminution 
of  the  supplies, — ^found  themselves  obliged  to  take  Irish  affairs  into  con- 
sidenction ;  and,  on  the  SOth  of  December,  1779,  resolutions  were  passed 
permitting  the  export  of  Irish  woollens,  and  giving  the  Irish  liberty  to 
trade  with  our  colonies — ^branches  of  commerce  from  which  they  had 
hitherto  been  excluded. 

These  concessions  were,  at  first,  received  with  unbounded  joy  and  ex- 
ultation ;  but  it  having  afterwards  been  suggested  that  a  free  trade  could 
be  of  little  value,  if  held  by  a  precarious  tenure,  and  that  a  new  Parlia- 
ment might  again  impose  the  restrictions,  the  volunteers  determined  to 
secure  the  advantages  they  had  gained.  Their  great  object  was  to 
obtain  a  free  constitution;  and  having  this  noble  object  in  view,  they 
were  joined  in  great  numbers.  They  had  received  the  thanks  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  their  country ;  and 

VOL.  in.-«-NO.  XIII.  G 


98  The  Irish  Volunteers. 

being  thus  recognised  by  the  legislature,  many  who  had  formerly  doubt- 
ed of  the  legality  of  the  association^  having  their  doubt  r  removed,  enrolled 
themselves  in  their  ranks.     To  give  more  effect  to  tiieir  resolutions,  thev 
were  formed  into  battalions;  and  the  newspapers  were  filled  with   their 
resolutions,  declaring  Ireland  to  be  an  independent  kingdom,  entitled  by 
nature,  reason,  and  compact,  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  free  constitution  ; 
that  no  power  in  the  world,  except  the  King,  with  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons of  Ireland,  had,  or  ought  to  have  power  to  make  laws  bindiniir  the 
Irish  ;  and  that  in  support  of  these  rights  and  privileges,  they  were  de- 
termined  to  exercise  their  rights  and  property.    As  the  concession  made 
by  the  British  Ministry  seemed  insufficient,  and  it  therefore  became  not 
improbable  that  force  might  be  resorted  to,  to  put  down  the  volunteer 
corps,  it  was  resolved  to  place  them  on  the  most  efficient  -footing.    Re- 
views were  judged  necessary,  to  teach  them  to  act  in  large  bodies,  and  to 
give  them  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  use  of  arms.    Several  of 
these  reviews  took  place  in  the  summer  of  1780.     The  reviews  in  1781 
exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  year  in  the  number  and  efficiency  of  the 
volunteers.     More  than  5000  men  were  reviewed  at  Belfast  alone,  who 
were  in  possession  of  13  pieces  of  cannon.  On  a  report  having  been  circu- 
lated of  an  invasion  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  they 
shewed  their  alacrity  to  serve  fn  the  field  ;  and  for  tlieir  spirited  beha- 
viour on  this  occasion,  they,  a  second  time,  received  the  thanks  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1762,  as  had  been  previously  arranged,  and 
notwithstanding  every  attempt  on  the  part  of  Government  to  discourage 
it,  the  representatives  of  143  volunteer  corps  met  at  Dungannon,  in  Ulster, 
resolved  and  passed  eleven  resolutions,  of  which  the  following  are  the  most 
remarkable :  1st,  It  having  been  asserted  that  volunteers,  as  such,  can- 
not  with  propriety  debate  or  publish  their  opinions  on  political  subjects, 
it  was  resolved  unanimously,  that  a  citizen,  by  learning  the  use  of  arms, 
does  not  &bandon  any  of  his  civil  rights.  8d,  That  a  claim  from  any 
body  of  men,  other  than  the  King,  Lords,  and  ('ommons  of  Ireland,  to 
make  laws  to  bind  the  people,  is  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  a  griev- 
ance. 3d,  That  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Privy  Council  were  uncon- 
stitutional, and  a  grievance.  4th,  That  the  ports  of  the  country  are  by 
right  open  to  all  foreign  countries  not  at  war  with  the  King,  and  that 
any  burden  thereupon,  or  obstruction  thereto,  excepting  only  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  is  a  grievance.  5th,  That  it  is  the  decided  and 
unalterable  resolution  of  the  volunteer  corps,  to  seek  a  redress  of  these 
grievances.  The  resolutions  at  Dungannon  were  received  throughout 
Ireland  with  the  utmost  applause.  The  volunteers  having  appointed  com- 
mittees of  correspondence,  communicated  their  sentiments  to  each  other 
with  the  utmost  facility.  An  association  foi*med  in  the  name  of  the  nobi. 
lity,  freeholders,  and' inabitants  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  declared  that 
they  would,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  maintain  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  Kingdom,  to  be  governed  only  by  the  King  and  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  ;  and  that  they  would,  in  every  instance,  uniformly  and 
strenuously  oppose  the  execution  of  any  statutes,  excepting  such  as  deriv. 
ed  their  authority  from  the  Irish  Parliament ;  and  they  pledged  them- 
selves to  support  their  declaration  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The 
declaration  was  quickly  adopted  by  all  the  other  counties,  and  similar 
sentiments  became  universal  throughout  the  Kingdom.  The  change  in 
the  British  Ministry,  in  the  spring  of  1782,  facilitated  the  attainment 
of  the  wishes  of  the  people.  The  Duke  of  Portland  was  sent  to  Ireland 
as  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  in  his  message  to  Parliament  he  recommended 
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thein  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  discontents  and  jealousies 
which  prevailed  among  the  Irish.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grattan^  whose 
efforts  had  long  been  exerted  for  the  good  of  his  country^  an  address 
to  his  Majesty  was  agreed  to  by  Parliament^  in  which  it  was  stated^  that 
the  subjects  of  Ireland  are  a  free  people ;  that  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is 
an  Imperial  Crown^  inseparably  annexed  to  that  of  Britain,  on  the  con- 
nexion with  which  country  the  interests  and  happiness  of  both  countries 
depend ;  but  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  is  distinct,  with  a  Parliament  of  its 
own — that  there  is  no  body  of  men  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind 
Ireland,  except  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  thereof ;  nor  any  other 
Parliament  that  hath  any  other  power  or  authority  of  any  sort  whatever 
in  this  country,  except  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  They  assured  his 
Majesty  that  they  humbly  conceived,  that  in  this  right  the  very  essence 
of  their  liberties  did  consist, — a  right  which  they,  on  the  part  of  all  Ire- 
land, do  claim  as  their  birthright^  and  which  they  cannot  yield  but  with 
their  lives.  To  this  remarkable  address  a  most  gracious  answer  was 
given,  and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Irish.  The  joy  which  now  diffused  itself  over  all  the  Kingdom  was 
extreme.  Supplies  were  immediately  voted  by  Parliament  to  his  Ma* 
jesty.  The  Volunteers  became,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  object  of  gra- 
titude and  panegyric.  Addresses  of  thanks  flowed  in  upon  Mr.  Grattan 
from  all  quarters ;  and  the  Commons  addressed  his  Majesty  to  give  him 
i:50,000  inrecompence  of  his  services,  for  which  they  promised  to  make 
provision.  This  request  was  complied  with.  But  still  the  jealousies  of 
the  Irish  were  not  completely  eradicated.  All  ground  of  discontent  was, 
however,  removed  when  Lord  Temple  went  over  to  Ireland  as  Lord 
Lieutenant.  For,  on  the  representation  of  his  brother  and  Secretary, 
Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Townshend.  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  a  Bill,  which  passed  into  a  law,  relinquish, 
iiig,  in  the  most  ample  and  express  terms,  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Legislature,  all  claims  to  interfere  with  the  judgments  of  the  Irish 
Courts,  or  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland  in  time  to  come.  In  this  man- 
ner was  the  contest  ended,  and  the  country  continued  to  enjoy  peace  and 
tranquillity  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  in  1798, 

But  there  are  serious  impediments  in  the  way  of  organizing  such  a 
force  in  Ireland  at  the  present  day.  By  the  47  Geo*  III.  c.  54,  no  per- 
son can  retain  arms  in  his  possession,  until  he  has  made  an  affidavit  of 
their  number  and  description,  and  obtained  a  licence  from  the  Justices 
at  their  Quarter  Sessions,  and  been  duly  registered.  These  licences  may 
be  withdrawn  at  any  time,  and  the  arms  must  in  that  event  be  delivered  up 
under  heavy  penalties,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  notification.  Any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  may  grant  a  warrant  to  search  the  houses  of  un- 
licensed persons  for  arms^  and  if  admittance  is  refused,  the  searchers 
may  force  open  the  door.  Gunpowder,  arms,  and  ordnance  cannot  be 
imported  into  Ireland  without  the. licence  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant.  Nei- 
ther can  these  articles  be  manufactured  without  a  licence  ;  and  accounts 
of  their  stock  and  sales  must  be  returned  at  stated  times  by  the  manu- 
factvirers.  By  the  60  Geo.  III.  c.  1,  '^All  meetings  and  assemblies  of 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  training  or  drilling  themselves,  or  of  being 
trained  or  drilled  to  the  use  of  arms,  or  for  the  purpose  of  practising 
military  exercises,  movements,  or  evolutions,  are  prohibited  as  danger- 
ous  to  the  peace  and  security  of  his  Majesty  s  liege  subjects,  and  of  his 
Government." 

^Ve  thus  sec  that,  if  the  volunteers  are  to  be  revived,  it  must,  be  on  a 
very  different  footing  from  those  of  1782.  :   :  -''  :•'  I'-j': 
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Had  our  worst  enemy  been  entrusted  with  the  devising  of  a  system  of 
taxation  for  us^  the  utmost  effort  of  his  malice  could  not  have  produced 
a  worse  system  than  that  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  natural  work- 
ing of  our  "  matchless  Constitution,"  as  it  existed  before  the  Reform  Bill. 
Not  even  Napoleon,  with  all  his  genius  for  mischief,  and  hatred  of  this 
country,  could  have  approached  that  sublime  degree  of  perniciousneas 
which  our  system  of  taxation  owes  to  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our 
House  of  Hereditary  Legislators,  and  our  House  of  Boroughmongera. 

Of  all  modes  of  taxation,  the  levying  a  tax  on  real  property,  as  it  is 
called,  or  lands.  Houses,  Sic,  is  the  fairest  and  best  in  every  respect.  A 
property  tax  faUs  only  on  the  wealthy ;  or  at  least  on  those  who  have 
something  valuable  which  the  rest  of  the  community  have  not ;  it  falls  on 
that  class  only  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  ;  it  cannot  be  evaded  ;  every 
man  sees  exactly  the  amount  which  he  contributes  to  the  state,  and  may 
compare  his  contribution  with  the  value  of  the  objects  on  which  it  is  to 
be  expended  by  Government.  A  property-tax  opposes  no  obstacles  to 
production  or  commerce ;  and  the  sum  taken  from  each  individual  reaches 
the  public  treasury,  lessened  by  only  a  mere  trifle, — the  expense  of  col- 
lection. These  advantages  are  great  and  obvious.  Let  us  contrast  this 
mode  of  taxation  with  that  which  our  Lords  and  Boroughmongers,  with 
the  aid  of  Satan,  have  imposed  on  the  British  people. 

In  a  great  Manufacturing  and  Commercial  country  like  ours,  there 
should,  on  no  account,  be  any  obstruction  to  the  production,  and  free  ex- 
change of  conmiodities.  No  tax  should  be  laid  on  the  materials  of  any 
manufacture ;  no  tax  on  the  manufactured  article ;  no  tax  on  its  free 
exchange  with  our  own  countrymen  or  foreigners ;  no  tax  on  the  inter- 
course between  buyer  and  seller.  From  the  transport  or  production 
of  the  materiab  to  the  manufactured  article's  ultimate  destination,  the 
tax-gatherer  should  not  be  allowed  to  impose  a  single  obstruction,  or  to 
levy  one  farthing,  in  relation  to  the  article.  The  reverse  of  this  rule  is 
the  description  of  our  blessed  system.  The  materials  of  manufacture  are 
taxed ;  the  manufactured  article  is  taxed ;  the  trade  in  it  is  taxed,  by 
stamp  duties  of  various  kinds,  as  bills  of  exchange,  receipts,  bonds,  &c. ; 
the  correspondence  between  the  dealers  is  taxed  by  the  Post-Office,  in  so 
far  as  it  is  made  a  source  of  revenue,  or  the  means  of  bestowing  higher 
salaries  than  the  duty  could  be  done  for;  and  the  intimation  of  the  dealers 
to  their  customers  is  taxed  by  the  advertisement  duty.  In  short,  every 
obstacle  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  manufacture  and  exchange,  the  two 
chief  sources  of  wealth  in  this  Manufacturing  and  Commercial  country. 
The  trading  portion  of  the  community  are  heavily  taxed,  annoyed,  and 
burdened  in  their  operations ;  while  the  landed  interest  is  comparatively 
free  from  taxation  of  any  kind,  except  Poor  Laws,  and  totally  free  from 
Custom  House  and  Excise  Officers.  But,  as  if  this  inequality  of  condi- 
tions was  not  enough,  a  most  grievous  and  oppressive  burden  is  laid  on  the 
trading  classes  to  raise  the  rents  of  the  proprietorsof  laud.  We  have  a 
Bread  Tax  ! 

We  acquit  those  who  imposed  the  taxes  from  any  desire  to  annoy,  ob- 
struct, or  limit  the  operations  of  the  manufacturers,  or  the  transaotions 
of  buyers  and  sellers.  The  sole  object  of  the  immortal  Pitt,  in  imposing 
taxes,  was  to  raise  the  means  of  ''  carrying  on  the  war"  against  French 
and  BriiAsh^ liberty.;  Had  ^hc  proposed  to  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Bo- 
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roughmongers^  whose  voices  were,  like  Moloch's,  **  still  for  war,"  to  come 
down  with  the  means  of  war,  either  in  cash,  or  in  bonds  upon  their  estates ; 
or  to  furnish  their  fair  proportion  along  with  the  trading  -classes,  who 
were  opposed  to  the  war, — all  Pitt's  eloquence  would  not  have  sufficed  to 
charm  the  two  houses  into  any  such  proposition.  He  took  a  more  know- 
ing plan.  As  to  its  fairness,  or  its'  mischievous  tendencies,  with  these 
Pitt  never  troubled  his  head.  It  was  an  old  method ;  and  he  only  car- 
ried it  farther  than  had  been  previously  done.  To  all  his  proposals  of 
laying  taxes  on  articles  of  manufacture  or  consumption,  he  obtained  a 
ready  assent.  The  lords  and  squires  could  see  far  enough  into  a  miU- 
stone,  to  discover  that  Pitt's  mode  of  raising  money  threw  the  burden  of 
ultimate  payment  on  posterity ;  and  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the  inte^ 
rest  of  the  debts  he  was  contracting,  on  other  shoulders  than  their  own. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  country  is  in  debt  to  nearly  the  value  of 
the  whole  of  the  landed  property ;  and  has,  in  the  course  of  an  expen- 
diture as  lavish  as  the  borrowing  was  reckless,  contracted  such  extra- 
vagant habits,  that  almost  twenty  millions  are  annually  required  to 
carry  on  the  business  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  state. 

Of  the  fifty  millions  required  for  the  annual  public  expenditure, 
and  the  interest  of  the  debt,  it  is  evident  that  only  a  small  part  could  be 
raised  by  means  of  a  property-tax.  The  rest  must  be  raised,  therefore, 
in  the  old  way ;  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Excise  and  Customs.  But  we 
maintain  that  a  property  tax  should  be  resorted  to,  in  lieu  of  some  of 
those  Excise  duties  which  press  most  heavily  on  the  labouring  part  of 
the  community. 

Of  these  duties,  one  of  the  most  oppressive  and  impolitic  is  the  duty  on 
Soap.  This  duty  has  all  the  bad  qualities  a  tax  can  have.  It  is  an  in- 
direct tax,  and  so  takes  considerably  more  from  the  payers  than  it  yields 
to  Government.  It  is  a  tax  which  falls  with  a  most  startling  inequality 
on  the  poor  and  the  rich.  It  is  so  high,  in  proportion  to  the  natural 
price  of  the  article,  as  to  have  the  effect  of  a  prohibition  to  a  very  large 
extent.  It  causes  great  annoyance  to  the  manufacturers,  and  throws  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  improvements  in  the  manufacture.  Its  collection  is 
very  expensive  to  the  Excise.  It  causes  a  great  deal  of  fraud  and  smug- 
gling— to  the  injury  of  the  fair  trader,  of  public  morals,  and  of  the 
Revenue. 

We  shall  bestow  a  few  words  on  each  of  these  evils ;  much  cannot  be 
necessary  in  so  plain  a  case. 

On  the  evils  of  indirect  taxation,  we  need  not  dwell,  having  repeat- 
edly explained  them  in  our  previous  numbers.  Indirect  taxation,  it  will 
be  recollected,  increases  the  price  of  the  article,  not  by  the  amount  of 
the  tax  only,  but  by  the  amount  of  the  profit  which  the  manufacturer, 
wholesale  dealer,  and  retailer,  successively  lay  on  that  part  of  the  sum 
which  each  of  them  pays  which  consists  of  tax ;  and  all  indirect  taxes  are 
evaded  by  absentees. 

The  gross  inequality  of  taxation  caused  by  a  duty  on  an  article  like  Soap, 
which  all  classes  must  consume,  and  in  proportions  widely  different  from 
that  of  their  incomes,  which  Mr.  Fox  described  long  since  as  an  impost 
on  cleanliness,  a  tax  upon  women  and  children,  is  sufficiently  obvious. 
Of  the  £1,138,000  paid  by  the  people  of  England  and  Scotland,  only  a 
very  small  part  is  drawn  from  the  rich.  The  duty  may  almost  be  said 
to  fall  exclusively  on  the  middle  and  labouring  classes ;  and  most  heavily 
on  the  latter.'  Common  Soap,  too,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  pays  altogether 
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a  duty  of  ftbout  190  per  cent. ;  whereas,  the  fine  kinds  of  Suep,  used  oal  y 
by  the  wealthy  elassesy  pay  a  duty  of  from  50  to  7^  per  cent. 

There  needs  nothing  but  the  simple  hct  of  the  duty,  along  with  the 
duties  on  the  materials,  being  so  high  as  180  per  cent,  to  shew  that  the 
Excise  LawSy  in  reference  to  this  article,  so  essential  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  poor,  must,  to  a  very  great  extent  of  the  natural  demand, 
amount  to  a  prohibition.    The  duty  on  hard  Soap  (the  common  kind)  is 
.£28  per  ton,  or  3d.  per  lb. ;  the  price  charged  to  the  grooer  is  about 
£56  per  ton,  or  6d.  per  lb.,  and  the  price  charged  by  the  grocer  to  the 
public  is  generally  6|d.,  rery  little  profit  being  taken  on  this  and  a  few 
other  *'  leading  articles,"  as  they  are  called.    But  the  maieriaU  of  Soap 
are  taxed,  as  well  as  the  manufactured  article.    Fonign  tallow,  rosin, 
and  palnuoil,  all  pay  Customhouse  Duties.    Wero  thero  no  duties  on  the 
materials,  and  wero  the  soapmaker  rolieved   of  the  vexation,  hindrance, 
and  actual  expense,  with  moro  than  double  amount  of  bad  debts,  caused 
to  hint  by  the  Excise  Regulations,  he  could  afbrd  to  make  a  laige 
abatement  from  the  price  (£88  per  ton)  which  is  now  required  to  re> 
munerate  him.    This  abatement,  and  the  ropeal  of  the  heavy  duty  of  100 
per  cent,  laid  upon  the  present  aggravated  natural  price  of  Soap,  would 
enable  the  people  to  purchase  this  useful  article  at  8^,  instead  of  e^d. 
per  lb.    How  much  such  a  reduction  would  increase  the  consumption  of 
Soap  among  the  labouring  classes,  we  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  estimate. 

We  fear  that  an  account  of  the  annoyance,  hindrance,  and  expense, 
caused  by  the  Excise  Laws  to  the  Manufacturers  of  Soap,  could  not  be  made 
interesting  enough  to  our  readers,  to  warrant  our  laying  before  them  the 
j  long  details.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  every  Soap  Manufactory  is  blessed 

with  an  exciseman  for  its  own  special  use  and  comfort,  besides  constant 
visitations  from  erratic  functionaries ;  that  the  manufacturer  cannot  take 
a  single  step  in  his  operations  without  previous  formal  intimation  to  the 
Excise,  a  certain  number  of  hours  before  hand ;  that  the  operation  must 
go  on  at  the  time  fixed,  or  the  intimation  must  go  for  nothing  and  the 
expiry  of  another  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  after  a  new  intimation, 
be  waited  for ;  that  the  boilers  must  be  kept  under  the  lock  and  key  of 
the  guardian  angel  (exciseman)  of  the  establishment ;  that  a  certain 
fixed  quantity  is  expected  by  the  Excise  from  a  certain  quantity  of  ma- 
terials, and  duty  exacted  for  the  expected  quantity,  although  it  should 
come  out  (as  it  often  does)  much  short ;  that  Soap  spoiled  in  the  manu- 
facture is  not  allowed  to  be  re-manufactured,  but  must  pay  the  duties, 
let  the  unlucky  maker  obtain  for  it  what  he  may, — perhaps  not  the 
amount  of  the  duty ;  that  the  manufactured  article  cannot  be  removed 
until  it  has  been  inspected,  marked,  and  certified,  by  the  excisemen,  after 
due  intimation  made,  so  many  hours  before,  of  the  intention  of  removal. 
In  short,  there  are  regulations  to  which  the  manufacturers  are  subject, 
that  would  fill  many  pais^es  of  dcsrription  ;  and  which,  if  rigorously 
acted  up  to,  would  ruin  the  manufacturer  against  whom  a  caco-demon  of 
Excise  might  choose  to  nourish  a  spite.  It  is  no  inconsiderable  hardship 
to  be  subject  to  the  caprice,  ill  temper,  insolence,  and  tyranny  of  a  set  of 
uned II rated  men,  intrusted  with  so  much  power,  and  too  frequently  in- 
clined to  ride  on  tlie  top  of  their  commission.  Of  all  the  varieties  of  tlie 
'^  insolence  of  office,"  heaven  preserve  us  from  the  insolence  of  the  officer 
of  excise ! 

The  best  proof  of  the  oUstacles  which  the  Excise  presents  to  improve- 
ments id  the  manufacture  of  soap  is,  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  in 
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the  process  of  manufacture  for  a  long  course  of  years.  The  processes  and 
apparatus  are  essentially  the  same  as  they  were  one  hundred  years  ago. 
A  duty  amounting  to  cent,  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  article^  operates 
as  an  irresistible  premium  on  smuggling.  A  regular  and  extensive  trade 
is  carried  on  in  the  smuggling  of  Soap^  to  the  great  injury  of  the  honest 
manufacturer.  Of  190  places  where  there  are  Soap  Works^  170  places  do 
not  pay  duty  for  above  25  tons  each  on  an  average;  and  many  of  these 
places  do  not  pay  for  more  than  one^  two^  or  three  tons;  some  not 
more  than  half  a  ton.  Most  of  the  works  in  those  places  have  sprung  up 
in  consequence  of  an  increase  of  the  Soap  Duty  from  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb. ; 
which,  along  with  many  similar  favours,  we  owe  to  that  worthy  sinecurist,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  now  called  Bexley,  but  whose  deeds 
of  renown  were  perpetrated  under  the  notorious  cognomen  of  Vansittart. 
Is  it  possible  to  believe  that  a  Soapmaker,  who  has  to  pay  L.i  annually 
for  a  licence,  (another  hardship  on  the  manufacturer)  should  open  a  work 
for  half  a  ton,  or  a  whole  ton,  or  even  five  tons,  per  annum  ?  The  thing 
is  absurd.  These  small  works  may  fairly  be  viewed  as  mere  cloaks  for 
illicit  trade.  Ireland  pays  no  soap  duty.  Large  quantities  of  soap  are 
shipped  for  that  country,  and  drawback  allowed  for  even  more  than  the 
nett  amount  of  the  duties  previously  paid.  Much  of  this  Soap,  however, 
finds  its  way  back  to  this  country  in  a  fraudulent  manner.  In  1824,  the 
export  of  soap  to  Ireland  was  only  50  tons.  In  1831,  it  had  risen  to 
4000  tons.  With  Belfast,  a  trade  is  carried  on  in  smuggled  Soap,  to  such 
an  extent,  that  it  comes  over  in  hogsheads  as  Irish  Hams.  One  quan- 
tity, which  we  happened  to  detect,  reached  Edinburgh  in  large,  square, 
iron-bound  chests,  of  from  4  to  5  cwt.  each,  marked  Linen.  If  this 
system  is  aUowed  to  go  on, — and  without  a  repeal,  or  large  reduction 
of  the  duty,  it  cannot  be  put  down,-^^very  honest  manufacturer  will  be 
ruined,  and  the  trade  left  entirely  to  those  whose  principles  permit  them 
to  defraud  the.  Revenue. 

The  expense  caused  to  the  Government  by  the  collection  of  the  £x. 
else  Duty  on  Soap  must  be  very  gre&t.  There  are  about  190  places  where 
there  are  Soap  Works,  but  there  are  probably  not  less  than  250  different 
works.  Each  of  these,  however  small,  has  its  own  special  Excise  Angel- 
A  work  that  produces  or  pays  duty  for  so  little  as  a  ton,  or  half  a  ton, 
costs  Government  at  least  L.I 00  for  watching ;  as  we  are  assured,  on  the 
authority  of  several  extensive  Soapmakers.  The  total  expense  of  the 
Revenue  Ofiicers,  of  one  sort  or  other,  required  for  the  collection  of  the 
Soap  Duty,  must  be  prodigious. 

The  distressed  state  of  the  industrious  classes  makes  it  the  duty  of 
Government  to  repeal  such  of  the  Taxes  as  press  with  peculiar  weight  on 
the  poor ;  and  provide  for  the  abolition  by  a  corresponding  reduction  of 
the  national  expenses ;  or,  at  least,  to  shift  such  unequal,  impolitic,  and 
oppressive  burdens  as  the  Soap  Duty,  from  the  necks  of  the  poor,  to 
shoulders  more  capable  of  bearing  them.  It  will  be  impossible  to  retain 
the  more  unjust  parts  of  our  system  of  taxation  much  longer.  If  those 
in  power  will  take  our  advice,  they  will  not  continue  to  tax  Soap  one 
hundred  and  twenty  per  cent ;  and  call  the  industrious  artizans,  whom 
an  iniquitous  system  has  reduced  to  poverty,  and  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  three  times  the  natural  price  of  Soap,  '^  The  Great  Unwashed  !" 
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Lord  !  to  the  rose,  thy  light  and  air 
Impart  the  glory  which  they  share  ; 
To  air*8  emhrace  her  iweetB  she  owes,— 
With  moni*s  warm  kiss  her  heauty  glows  : 

Gire  us  Freedom !  Give  ns  Freedom  I  Free  Trade ! 

Hark  I  how  it  floats  the  rale  along ! 
Tis  music's  Toice  !  'tis  nature's  song ! 
It  charms  the  woods,  the  rocks,  the  skit^ ; 
And,  hark  !  how  echo's  soul  replies  ! 
Give  us  Freedom,  &c. 

The  lone  flower  hears  the  sky-lark  sing, 
And  tremhlcs,  like  hia  raptur'd  wing ; 
But  pays  the  song,  that  cheer*d  and  bless'd. 
With  dew-dropf,  shed  beside  his  nest. 
Give  us  Freedom,  &c. 

The  wild  bird  bears  the  foodful  seed 
To  farthest  wilds,  where  birds  would  feeil ; 
Lo,  food  springs  up,  where  hunger  died, 
And  beauty  clothes  the  desert  wide  ! 
Giye  us  Freedom,  &c. 

Streams  trade  with  clouds,  seas  trade  with  hear'n, 
Air  trades  with  light,  and  is  forgiv'n ; 
While  man  would  make  all  claims  his  outi. 
But,  chain'd  by  man,  laments  alone  : 
Give  us  Freedom,  &c. 

Where  torrid  climes  intensely  glow, 
Lo,  trade  buys  gold  with  polar  snow  ! 
Then,  let  Bourdeaux  hire  Glasgow's  loom, 
And  in  our  hearts  Gaul's  vintage  bloom  ! 
Give  us  Freedom,  &c 

Thy  winds,  O  God,  are  fnt  to  blow, 
Thy  streams  are  fi>ee  to  chime  and  flow, 
Thy  clouds  are  free  to  roam  the  sky ; 
Let  man  be  free  his  arts*  to  ply ! 
Give  us  Freedusa^  Sk^ 

The  fiends  would  chain  thy  winds  and  sea, 
Who  famish  men,  and  libel  thee  : 
Lord !  gire  us  hope  !  oh,  banish  fear ! 
«  From  every  face  wipe  every  tear  !*' 

Give  ns  Freedom  I  Give  us  Freedom !  Free  Trade ! 
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MR.  HUME,  AND  HIS  WOULD-BE  BURKJSRS. 

We  have  so  much  regard  for  the  Whigs  as  to  be  sorry  for  the  part 
they  are  still  acting  towards  Mr.  Hume.  They  are  doing  him  no  harm ; 
but  they  are  injuring  themselves  to  an  extent  of  which  they  are  probably 
not  aware.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  Lord  Grey,  whose  outward 
rank  is  not  of  a  higher  stamp  than  his  innate  nobility,  or  that  such  a 
master  spirit  as  Lord  Brougham,  or  so  worthy  a  man  as  Lord  Althorp, 
would  direct  or  encourage  the  petty  attacks,  evincing  a  sort  of  small  malice 
below  the  dignity  of  mankind,  which  are  made  on  Mr.  Hume  from  every 
quarter  where  party-whig  colours  are  hoisted.  It  is  the  smaU  fry  of  the 
party ;  the  paltry  fellows  who  will  desert  the  Whigs  the  instant  they 
lose  possession  of  power,  that  pour  their  vixen  spite  on  the  Man  of  the 
People, 

Of  the  gi'eat  Whigs,  not  one  has  been  guilty  of  an  attack  on  Mr. 
Hume,  excepting  le  petit  Russell,  if  the  exception  is  worth  making.  But 
there  is  a  regular  attempt  to  worry  him  among  the  Messans*  of  the 
party,  led  on  by  the  great  mastiff  of  the  Times.  The  deep  baying  of  the 
mastiff  is  no  sooner  heard,  than  every  cur  imitates  the  note  as  well  as 
his  small  pipe  will  permit ;  and  there  follows  a  whole  concert  of  *'  harsh 
discords  and  unpleasing  sharps."  Some  of  the  most  ill-conditioned  of 
these  whelps,  not  content  with  barking,  show  theit  rows  of  small  ivories, 
and  threaten  to  bite.  Contemptible  as  the  animals  are,  there  may  be 
danger  here.  The  bite  of  a  lady's  lap-dog,  if  little  Pug  is  in  a  rabid  state, 
'  may  cause  death.  Ai^  Mr.  Hume  is  not  a  man  whom  the  people  of 
Scotland,  ^England,  or  Ireland,  can  at  present  spare. 

Seriously,  nothing  can  be  more  silly  than  these  appeals  to  the  sword, 
which  we  see  so  often  threatened  by  men  who,  whatever  their  natural 
character  may  be,  should  remember  that  they  are  sent  to  Parliament  to 
enact  the  part  of  grave  senators.  It  is  not  unnatural  for  men  to  approach 
the  borders  of  rudeness,  in  the  warmth  of  a  keen  debate.  But  surely 
the  authority  of  the  Speaker,  resolutely  exerted,  and  the  feeling 
of  the  House,  should  be  sufficient  protection  from  such  rudeness. 
There  ought  to  be  a  regular  understanding  that  nothing  said  aloud  in 
Parliament,  is  to  be  resented  by  the  aggrieved  party  out  of  Parliament. 
We  think  it  should  also  be  understood  that  men  of  advanced  age,  men 
of  high  official  situation,  and,  certainly  no  less,  men  whom  the  people 
delight  to  honour,  should  not  be  expected  to  answer  appeals  to  a  trial 
of  courage  or  marksmanship.  There  should  be  something  like  equality 
in  what  each  party  risks  in  a  duel,  where  there  is  no  deadly  wrong  in 
the  case.  What  comparison  is  there  in  the  value  of  the  lives  of  an 
ignorant  Irish  gentleman  bogtrotter,  and  Daniel  O'Connell?  What 
right  has  a  mere  "  gentleman  of  the  army"  to  suppose  that  his  life  (va- 
lued, perhaps,  at  five  or  six  shillings  a  day)  is  a  fair  set-off  against  Mr. 
Hume's  or  even  Lord  Althorp's  ?  Suppose  Captain  O'Trigger  or  Colo- 
nel Fireball  are  gazetted  as  having  "  gone  to  their  own  place,"  what  is 
the  mighty  matter  ?  Of  the  affliction  of  near  connexions,  at  the  loss  of, 
perhaps,  an  amiable  relative,  we  will  not  speak  slightly ;  still  less  of  the 
bereavement  of  widows  and  children.  Consideration  for  these  losses  Is 
common  to  both  the  patriots'  and  the  officers'  side  of  the  question.  But 
apart  from  these  very  serious  considerations,  common  to  both  parties, 
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what  comparison  is  there  between  the  life  of  a  respectable,  gentleman Ijr 
officer  in  the  army,  and  Mr.  Hume's  ?  If  the  officer  fall,  who  will 
lament  but  his  own  relations  and  friends  ?  But  Mr.  Hume's  death  would 
cause  a  nation  to  mourn. 

To  all  invitations  to  expose  his  valuable  life,  on  account  of  any  thin^ 
said  or  done  in  relation  to  public  business,  we  trust  Mr.  Hume  wiU  return 
an  unhesitating  negative.  He  may  do  so  without  incurring  the  smallest 
suspicion  of  a  want  of  that  very  commonplace  quality,  personal  courage, 
sufficient  in  degree  to  enable  a  man  to  fight  when  he  thinks  he  can*t 
help  it.  Had  we  as  good  a  reason  for  wishing  to  preserve  our  poor  life, 
we  should  answer  e\&ry  challenge  with, ''  My  good  Sir,  your  recklessnefsa 
of  your  life,  shows  the  value  you  put  upon  it ;  and,  as  to  that,  you  are 
the  best  Jlidge.  But  I  have  undertaken  a  task,  great  in  my  own  eyes, 
and  important  in  those  of  my  countr3rmen.  From  that  duty  I  will  not  be 
diverted.  If  you  preserve  your  anger  so  long,  come  to  me  when  my 
task  is  accomplished,  and  I  shall  then  give  you  the  satisfaction  you  re  > 
quire,  in  your  turn  with  several  others,  who  are  also  waiting.  Till  then, 
adieu." 

In  future,  we  hope  it  will  be  considered  that  Mr.  Hume,  like  Mr. 
O'CoNNELL,  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  and  others,  is  not  a  fighting  man.  Any 
person  who  attempts  to  bully  these  men,  or  others  who  may  reasonably  be 
supposed  not  likely  to  accept  a  challenge,  will  expose  his  own  courage 
to  serious  questioning.  It  will  be  said  that  he  knows  whom  to  buUy. 
No  man  who  knows  himself  to  be  brave,  will  ever  be  solicitous  about  his 
reputation  for  bravery.  He  will  never  imagine  that  his  courage  can  be 
suspected,  except  on  such  an  occasion  as  his  attempting  to  over-crow  a 
man  of  known  peaceful  dispositions.  If  one  of  true  courage  be  ever 
betrayed  into  a  sally  of  ill- temper  against  such  a  man,  he  will  shrink  into 
himself  with  shame  at  the  thought  of  having  given  occasion  to  his  being 
regarded  as  a  mere  empty  vapourer,  who  could  insult  a  clergyman  or  a 
woman. 

Notwitstanding  all  the  attacks  made  upon  him  so  unceasingly  since 
the  Elections  commenced,  Mr.  Hume  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  and 
affections  of  his  countrymen  than  ever.  If  there  is  a  single  public 
man,  in  whose  integrity  the  people  have  the  most  undoubting  confidence, 
Joseph  Huhe  is  that  man.  His  public  virtue  has  stood  a  severe  trial. 
He  has  dared  to  act  towards  the  Lord  Grey's  originally  almost  idolized 
Administration,  the  same  honest,  and  useful  part  which  he  acted  towards 
the  detested  administrations  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  his  Tory 
predecessors.  He  has  not  made  a  single  motion,  he  has  not  given  a  single 
rote,  which  is  not  in  strict  accordance  with  his  former  conduct ;  with  that 
conduct  which  has  made  him  regarded  as  the  People's  best  friend.  But 
he  has  presumed  to  think  that  a  man  who  will  pledge  himself  to  nothing 
but  to  "  support  the  present  Ministry,"  is  not  the  safest  man  for  the  Peo- 
ple to  choose  as  their  representative ;  he  has  presumed  to  think  that 
Sinecures  are  bad  things,  although  filled  up  by  Whigs  instead  of 
Tories;  he  has  presumed  to  think  that  to  suspend  the  liberties  of 
Ireland,  is  not  the  way  to  pacify  that  misgoverned  country;  he  is 
known  to  have  the  audacity  to  think  that  an  army  as  large  in  time  of 
peace  as  was  required  in  time  of  war,  is  improper  and  extravagant ;  and 
to  have  had  the  assurance  of  openly  advocating  short  Parliaments,  the 
Ballot,  and  other  measures  on  which  Ministers  have  not  yet  made  up  their 
minds.  The  people,  it  is  shrewdly  suspected,  have  notions  upon  tho^e 
subjefts.very  mu^  Jike  Mr.  Hume's ;  and  therefore  Mr,  Hume  is  likely 
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to  be^troublesome  and  dangerous^  if  the  Ministry  should  choose  to  go 
but  a  little  way^  and  that  »lowly^  on  the  road  of  Reform.    "  He  must  be 
put  ^down,"  is^thcjcry,  fromj  Small Vohnny  downwards^  through  every 
trumpery  fellow  who,  like  C^um  Beg,  is  ready  to  discharge  his  pistol 
or  his  pop-gun,  or  his  paper  pellets  of  the  brain,  at  any  man,  however 
innocent  and^worthy,  at  whom  his  Chief  has  taken  offence.    And  this 
felonious  attempt  these  unscrupulous  gillies,  like  the  aforesaid  little 
Celtic  viper,  take  it  upon  them  to  do  without  orders  from  their  master^ 
'''  if  they  think  it  wad  please  him  when  done."     A  pretty  estimate  they 
seem  to  have  formed  of  their  Master's  magnanimity !     We  hope — we 
believe  they  are  mistaken ;  and  that  the  attempt  to  destroy  Mr.  Hume's 
reputation  is  as  little  pleasing  to  Lords  Grey,  Brougham,  and  Althorp, 
as  the  shot  which  Galium  discharged  at  Waverley  was  agreeable  to  the 
pliant  Vich  Ian  Vohr.    Yet  we   cannot   forget  that  the   honourable 
Highlander,  on  discovering  the  conduct  of  his  servant,  gave  a  very  un- 
equivocal proof  of  the  light  in  which  he  viewed  it ;  and  we  should  like 
to  see  wme  similar,  though  less  violent,  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the 
Premier  and  his  noble  colleagues. 

The  shots  discharged  at  Mr.  Hume,  like  that  at  Waverley,  have  proved 
without  other  effect  than  the  blackening  the  faces  of  the  skulking  scoun- 
drels ^ho  fired  them,  with  their  own  powder.*  If  any  man  doubts  this,  let 
him  call  a  meeting  of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  any  one  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage in  Scotland  or  England,  and  give  out  the  simple  word  **  Hume,"  and 
he] will  find  that  name  call  forth  a  shout  which  wiU  make  the  welkin  ring. 
There  are  other  names  which  wont  to  call  forth  the  enthusiastic  plaudits 
of  assembled  multitudes,  which  now  would  excite  but  a  faint  and  feeble 
cry  of  satisfaction,  not  unmingled  with  murmurs.  There  are  newspapers 
which  wont  to  be  regarded  as  oracles,  now  publicly  burnt  by  the  very 
classes  who  were  their  most  ardent  disciples,  '^  amidst  mingled  g^ans 
and  hisses."  These  are  not  trifles.  They  are  important  signs  of  the 
times,  and  will  not  be  disregarded  by  those  who  have  been  intrusted 
with  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  if  they  be  not  blind  and  destined  to 
destruction. 


*  Among  Mr.  Home's  traducers,  we  are  sorry  to  find  the  Edinburgh  Review* 
In  the  Article  Sarrans*  La  Fayette,  (No.  CXII.  of  the  Review,  page  496,)  after  call- 
ing Mr.  Hume^  by  insinuation,  ^  An  abstract  Republican  opinioi^st  ;**  the  Reviewer 
proceeds  to  remark  that,  ^  A  conversation  in  which  Mr.  Hume  is  reported  to  have 
told  the  late  American  Minister,  Mr.  Maclean,  that  in  case  he  returned  in  two  years* 
time^  he  would  probably  find  us  with  a  Congress  and  a  President,  itas  been  of  late 
frequently  repeated.  By  many  it  was  supp^wd  that  «The  wish  was  father  to  the 
thought" — ^This  is,  if  not  a  fabrication  of  the  Reviewer,  at  least  a  base  attempt  to  give 
currency  to  a  report  which  he  thought  likely  to  injure  Mr.  Hume  with  a  portion  o^ 
the  British  public.     The  report  is  entirelj  without  foundation. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  occasion  to  mention  the  Edinburgh  BetneWy  so  often,  in 
terms  the  reverse  of  laudatory.  That  we  do  so,  arises  from  no  hostile  fteling  to  the 
Review  or  its  proprietors,  the  respectable  House  of  Longman  and  Co.,  Loudon.  To 
its  literary  articles  we  willingly  accord  the  high  praise  which  they  deserve.  But 
the  Review  is  the  great  political  organ  of  the  Whig  party,  whose  worst  measures  it 
advocates  in  a  style  so  like  what  we  used  to  meet  with  in  the  Quarterly  Review, 
when  the  Tories  were  in  power,  that  we  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  People^  whose  cause 
we  nuiintain,  allow  its  political  articles  to  pass  without  the  oocasioDal  expression  of 
our  dissent  and  reprobation. 
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"  SOMETHING  MUST  BE  DONE  !" 

Deab  Tait^ 

Never,  surely,  in  the  history  of  any  country,  was  there  a  more  curious 

passage  than  this.    We  are  all  at  sixes  and  sevens.    No  man  can,  from 

any  previous  knowledge  or  data,  guess  the  opinions  of  another.     If  fae 

knows  them  one  moment,  he  does  not  know  them  the  next ;  for  they  are 

<'  Varying  as  the  shade, 

By  the  light  quivering  aspen  made.** 

Vou  meet  a  Republican ;  and  he  shakes  his  head  at  you,  and  quotes  the 
tyrant's  plea — ^the  stern  necessity  for  despotic  measures  in  Ireland.  He 
will  not  tell  you  that  the  proposed  law  meets  the  case  of  emergency. 
It  is  enough  that  it  is  despotic  ;  and  it  is  therefore  advisable.  Despotic, 
now,  is  a  word  of  every  virtue.  The  next  instant  you  meet  an  Inde. 
pendent ;  a  man  of  no  party,  one  sworn  to  no  particular  creed,  disposed 
to  make  the  best  of  every  thing.  You  prepare  yourself  for  palliation 
and  middle^course  propositions ;  but  fire  comes  from  his  mouth.  The 
Bill  is  atrocious  ;  its  authors  stamped  with  infamy ;  its  supporters  trai- 
tors to  the  nation  ;  he  can  make  no  compromises ;  keep  no  terms.  The 
thing  must  be  fought  tooth  and  nail ;  it  allows  of  no  improvement ; 
the  poison  cannot  be  extracted ;  it  must  be  quashed  altogether,  lie  has 
said  1^  much  in  his  speech  against  it.  He  has  denied  the  case  of  ne. 
oessity ;  and  he  has  proved  that>  if  it  existed,  the  measure  would  not 
fasten  on  it.  You  part  with  him,  pressing  his  hand  with  no  common 
cordiality,  and  thanking  the  gods  that  there  is  one  honest  man  in  the 
council  of  the  nation.  The  first  thing  you  see,  the  next  morning,  is  his 
name  in  a  majority  for  some  abominable  clause  of  the  Bill.  The  next 
time  you  see  him,  he  volunteers  an  explanation  of  his  vote,  which,  he 
says,  ^'may  seem  odd  to  you.."  To  me  suoh  things  have  long  ceased 
to  seem  odd.  I  have  supped  full  of  inconsistencies.  I  never  listen 
to  explanations.  I  stand  patiently  till  the  voice  has  ceased,  hearing 
no  syllable  of  the  rigmarole,  and  thinking  of  the  excellent  old  uses 
of  the  stars  in  such  cases.  "  Une  raison,  la  plus  belle  du  monde. 
On  n'a  plus  qu'a  commettre  tous  les  crimes  imaginable, — ^tromper, 
voler,  assassiner ;  et  dire,  pour  excuse,  qu'on  y  a  ^t^  pouss^  par  sa 
destin^e."  Much  better  this  excuse,  than  any  the  murmur  of  which 
has  been  in  my  ears.  They  signify  no  more  than  the  babbling  of  a 
brook,  which  denotes  the  set  of  the  stream. 

Never  was  there  such  chopping  and  changing  about.  One  moment  a 
man  is  in  fear  of  his  constituents,  and  raging  against  the  Bill ;  the  next 
he  is  in  fear  of  the  Coteries,  and  voting  for  some  atrocious  clause.  He 
hedges,  as  the  gamblers  phrase  it.  Now  he  gives  a  vote  for  the  borough 
of  Guzzledown,  and  now  for  Brookes's.  Never  was  there  such  a  test  asr 
this  vile  Bill  has  proved.  It  has  disengaged  all  that  is  false  and  feeble 
in  every  man's  character.  The  action  on  the  sycophancies  has  been 
immense.  In  proportion  to  the  need  of  Ministers,  has  been  the  value  of 
desertions;  and  many  a  mean  wretch  has  taken  this  opportunity  of 
going  over,  renouncing  his  professed  radicalism,  when  he  knew  that  his 
apostacy  would  be  prized.  At  the  clubs,  we  see  the  whole  game  played. 
A  jninisterialist  of  mark  is  seen  with  a  whole  fry  of  pseudo-radicals 
about  him. 

The  common  talk  of  the  professors  of  liberality  is  that  of  Truckler, 
in  the  following  dialogue  : — • 

Truckler. — {Taking  a  pinch  of  snuff  to  steady  his  features) — Well, 
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this  is  a  sad  business— a  luost  unfortunate  thing  this  state  of  Ireland. 
Something  must  be  done. 
Holdfast, — You  mean  to  say  that  you  are  for  the  Bill. 
Truckler,- — Certainly  I  am^  for  things  cannot  remain  as  they  are ;  and 
it  is  a  measure  of  grievous  necessity. 

HoldfaeL — The  necessity  is  not  proved.  My  seat  on  this  chair  might 
be  intolerable ;  but  that  it  no  reason  that  I  should  jump  out  of  the 
window.  Admitting  that  we  are  in  the  frying-pan^  a  change  for  the  fira 
is  not  advisable. 

Truckler, — A  despotism,  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so^  (and  I  don't  mind 
names,)  is  better  than  anarchy ;  and  I  don't  agree  with  you  that  thesa 
men  are  likely  to  abuse  their  powers. 

Holdfast. — Probably  not ;  but  the  question  is  not  whether  they  wiU 
abuse  their  powers,  but  whether  the  powers  will  be  abused  which  they 
convey  to  agents,  whose  actions  ai«  out  of  their  view  and  control.  If 
these  powers  can  now  be  granted,  in  the  confidence  that  they  will  not  be 
abused,  why  should  they  not  be  granted  for  ever  in  the  same  confidence  ? 
Your  confidence  is  in  Lord  Grey, — my  mistrust  is  in  Captain  Northertpn. 
The  Viceroy  of  Ireland  calls  the  powers  into  activity^  but  he  does  not 
wield  them. 

Truckler. — The  worst  Captain  in  Ireland  is  Captain  Rock. 
Holdfast, — May  be  so ;  but  it  is  not  shewn  that  this  is  the  right  way 
of  handling  him,  or  that  it  will  handle  him  at  all.     It  is  only  setting  up  . 
one  tyranny,  with  no  reasonable  prospect  of  its  putting  down  another. 

Truckler, — I  am  sick  of  hearing  you  talk  of  tyranny.    We  all  know 
that  tyranny  is  an  evil. 

Holdfast. — ^And  is  that  any  reason  why  I  should  not  prove  that  this 

will  be  a  tyranny.    We  all  know  that  poison  is  deadly ;  but  you  will  not 

object  to  my  proving  that  there  is-  white  lead  in  your  wine.    Because  a 

thing  is  an  admitted  evil,  may  we  not  argue  against  calling  it  into  action  ? 

Truckler. — It  is  very  monotonous. 

Holdfast, — ^We  are  not  discussing  a  song.     If  you  were  having  your 
throat  cut,  what  should  you  cry  ?    Nay,  tell  me. 
Truckler, — ^Nonsense ! 

Holdfast, — No  ;  you  would  not  call,  "  nonsense." 
Truckler. — (Peevishly,)     Well,  Murder  ;  and  what  then  ? 
Holdfast, — Why,  what  should  you  think,  if  a  fellow  with  a  nightcap 
on  his  head,  looked  out  of  a -window  and  coolly  said,  "What  a  monoto- 
nous cry  that  fellow  keeps  up,  disturbing  the  neighbourhood !    Murder, 
murder,  murder ;  nothing  but  murder.    Why  don't  he  say  something 
else  ?"     You  have  nothing  else  to  say.    Every  one  knows  what  murder 
is, — that  it  is  the  foulest  crime ;  and  yet  you  can  only  repeat,  that  it  is 
about  to  be  committed  on  your  body. 
Truckler. — Something  must  be  done. 

Holdfast. — ^Yes ;  that  is  the  rondo :  to  that  you  come  round.  Some^ 
thing  must  be  done  ;  but  should  it  be  this  thing  ? 

Truckler.^ — You  see  the  state  of  Ireland  ;  and  desperate  cases  require 
desperate  remedies. 

Holdfast.-^There  is  much  that  is  shocking,  lamentable,  intolerable,  io 
the  state  of  Ireland ;  but  nothing  that  is  new  in  it ;  and  there  is  no. 
thing  new  in  the  remedy.  It  is  the  old  unsuccessful  treatment  of  the 
old  unconquered  disease,  to  the  rigour ;  the  Sangrado  discipline ;  now 
hot  water  for  the  right  ward,  and  bleeding  for  the  left, — now  bleeding 
for  the  left  ward,  and  hot  water  for  the  right. 
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Truckler. — Then  you  doubt  the  statement  of  Ministen  ? 

Holdfaet — ^They  have  presented  no  statement.  Their  case  of  an 
extraordinary  emergency  is  not  made  out. 

Truckler. — It  is  rested  on  notoriety,  and  the  evidence  of  numeroaa 
cases. 

Holdfast, — ^Notoriety  and  the  evidence  of  numerous  cases.  What  selfl 
confuting  terms  are  these  I  Did  the  notoriety  need  the  case?,  or  the 
cases  need  the  notoriety,  to  eke  out  the  proof?  If  you  rest  your  state- 
ment that  the  Thames  runs  through  London  on  the  notoriety,  I  may 
say.  Agreed  f  but  if  you  shew  me  the  kennel  under  this  window,  and 
say.  There  is  the  river,  I  tell  you  that  your  position  is  not  proved. 
Ireland  may  be  in  the  state  alleged  ;  but  we  have  better  proof  against 
it  than  for  it.  Mr.  Harrington's  evidence  is  of  greater  weight  than  Lord 
Althorp's  or  Mr.  Stanley's  string  of  cases.  Nevertheless,  I  believe  Ire- 
land to  be  in  a  sufficiently  bad  state  to  call  for  instant  remedies  ;  and 
for  new  remedies,— not  the  old  steel  treatment  that  has  been  long  tried, 
and  with  long  failure. 

TrttcAf/er.— What  would  you  have  ? 

Holdfast, — Impartial  administration  of  the  laws,  for  one  thing. 

Truckler, ^How  would  you  get  it  ? 

Holdfast, — ^By  a  Bench  and  Magistracy  of  Englishmen. 

Truckler, — Ha !  ha  !  Do  you  think  the  Irish  would  bear  that  Bench  ? 
What  an  outcry  there  would  be  ! 

Holdfast, — There  can  be  no  louder  outcry  than  that  against  this  Bill ; 
and  you  don't  seem  to  be  much  moved  by  outcries,  or  to  trouble  yourself 
much  how  the  Irish  will  bear  whatever  may  be  proposed  for  their  coer- 
cion. I  can  tell  you,  too,  that  English  Magistrates  are  popular  wherever 
they  have  been  appointed. 

Truckler, — It's  all  mighty  fine  talking ;  but  something  must  be  done. 

Holdfast, — There,  again  ;  *'  Something  must  be  done,"  There  is  your 
monotone  against  mine.  Something  must  be  done— Tyranny — Some- 
thing must  be  done — Tyranny  !  Something  must  be  done  presently  by 
us.  We  cannot  sit  over  this  dinner.table  for  ever ;  but  that  is  no  re&>. 
son  that  I  should  cut  your  throat  with  this  dessert  knife,  though  that 
energetic  measure  would  for  ever  settle  your  postulate  that  Something 
must  be  done,  and  leave  you  nothing  to  do. 

Truckler, — A  joke  is  not  an  argument. 

Holdfast. — My  good  fellow,  the  whole  of  your  argument  is  a  joke. 
You  assume  a  certain  case ;  and  you  assume  that  a  certain  measure 
must  remedy  it,  because  a  remedy  is  necessary. 

Truckler, — ^You  know  I  have  always  been  a  good  Radical ;  but  it  is  a 
case  of  great  difficulty.    I  really  don't  know  what  to  think. 

Holdfast, — ^You  don't  know  what  to  think ! — and  for  that  precise 
reason  it  is,  that  you  approve  of  the  Bill  ? 

Truckler. — ^C  Emphatically  J — Something  must  be  done ! 

And  so  it  goes  on.  This  must  be  done,  because  Something  must  be 
done.  Voila  tout.  I  have  in  no  degree  exaggerated  the  niaiserie.  It  is 
what  I  hear  every  hour  in  the  day.  It  makes  one  blush  to  think,  that 
when  the  very  same  people  held  a  gabble,  not  a  whit  more  reasonable, 
in  favour  of  the  Reform  Bill,  we  valued  their  opinions  as  sanctioning 
the  measure. 

The  process  of  reasoning,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  in  the  minds  of  the 
authors  of  this  equally  atrocious  and  stupid  project,  is  most  remarkable. 
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They  will  tell  us  that  the  Constitution  provides  all  the  best  instruments 
of  government ;  and,  in  a  case  of  difficulty^  they  propose  to  fling  away 
the  best  instruments  of  government^  and  take  to  Uie  rudest.  This  is  as 
if  a  surgeon,  in  a  perilous  operation^  were  to  reject  his  appropriate  in. 
struments  for  a  woodman's  tools. 

It  is  pretty  well  known^  [We  hope  this  is  only  rumour. — E.  T.  M.]  that 
the  author  of  the  most  obnoxious  measures  of  coercion  is  that  honest  and 
consistent  personage^  whose  head  so  whimsically  decorates  the  cover  of 
your  Magazine.  Lord  Brougham^i  in  the  Cabinet,  was  the  strenuous 
advocate  of  the  courts-martial ;  and  to  his  head,  as  full  of  crotchets  as  a 
fig  is  full  of  seeds,  we  are  indebted  for  that  ingenious  argument,  that 
the  greater  the  infraction  of  the  Constitution,  the  greater  the  safety  of 
it, — ^the  greater  the  invasion  of  liberty,  the  better  the  security  against 
abuse : — So  that,  proceeding  according  to  the  same  course  of  argument, 
for  the  completest  safety  of  the  Constitution^  it  should  be  suspended 
altogether.  You  may  worI(  the  question  by  the  rule  of  three.  If  so 
much  encroachment  gives  so  much  security,  what  will  so  much  more  en- 
croachment give  ?  A  little  despotism,  quoth  Lord  Brougham,  is  a  dan- 
gerous thing — ^Drink  deep,  or  taste  not. 

Looking  at  what  is  proposed,  with  relation  to  the  principles  on  which 
it  is  proposed,  the  measure  is  most  awkwardly  and  inadequately  shaped. 
Take  the  courts-martial  for  example.  Every  one  at  all  acquainted  with 
these  tribunals,  knows  perfectly  well,  that  the  opinion  of  the  senior 
officer  governs  the  Court.  Why  then  withdraw  from  their  necessary 
duty  or  necessary  pleasures,  five,  six,  seven,  or  eight  gentlemen,  who 
will  be  guided  by  the  judgment  of  the  one  in  authority  over  them  ? 
Why  not  simplify  the  thing,  and  make  the  commanding  officer  sole 
judge  and  jury  ?  It  comes  to  the  same  thing,  and  without  losing  the 
military  services  of  half-a-dozen  judicial  cyphers.  After  this,  the  thing 
allows  of  another  improvement.  With  respect  to  people  of  the  unpopu- 
larity of  the  Irish,  there  is  a  current  saying,  "  I  would  hang  them  first 
and  try  them  afterwards."  Consistently  with  the  genius  of  the  project, 
this  sentiment  might  be  acted  upon  as  a  principle ;  and  with  much  ad- 
vantage to  humanity,  as  well  as  in  improvement  of  that  summary  justice 
on  which  Lord  Brougbam  so  much  relies ;  as  he  may  well  do,  being  an 
Equity  Judge,  and  having  to  do  with  sempiternal  proceedings : — Optat 
ephippia  bos.  The  commanding  officer  has  the  decision  in  his  power, 
without  ahy  judicial  qualification  for  the  guidance  of  it.  To  set  him  to 
the  business  of  a  trial,  would  be  like  setting  a  ploughman  to  a  chemi- 
cal experiment.  The  only  effect  of  a  trial  will  be  to  put  the  military 
judge  out  of  patience  and  out  of  temper.  Dispense,  then,  with  the 
mockery  altogether.  Let  the  Captain  or  Major  Come,  See,  and  Sen- 
tence. Let  bim  look  at  the  accusation,  and  pronounce  the  punishment. 
In  many  cases,  as  he,  or  his  brethren  of  the  sword,  will  have  preferred 
the  accusation,  the  convenience  of  this  short  and  easy  method  wiU  be 
extraordinarily  great.  Much  irritation  of  mind  will  thus  be  avoided. 
When  men  see  one  against  whom  they  have  a  prejudice^  endeavouring 
to  evade  conviction,  all  the  bile 'rises  in  their  breast.  The  ef- 
fort to  escape,  the  idea  tbat  escape  is  possible,  makes  the  party 
trebly  odious.  The  unpractised  judge  frets  and  fumes,  and  chafes  at 
the  impudence  of  the  prisoner  ,*  and  when  he  comes  into  his  hands  for 
sentence,  he  lays  on  without  stint  or  mercy.  If  a  dog  (the  nearest  case 
to  a  parallel)  misbehaves,  and  the  master  call  him  to  his  feet ;  and  Caesar 
obediently  come,  wriggling  and  twisting,  ventre  a  terre,  and  throw  him- 
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self  down,  belly  upwards,  with  tongue  lolling  out,  under  the  uplifted  stick 

the  man  will  take  him  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  imlte  with  some 

measure  and  mercy ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  dog  attempt  to  fkj 
from  chastisement,  with  his  tail  between  his  legs,  the  master  lays  hold  of 
the  nearest  stone,  and  shies  it  with  all  his  might  at  his  head ;  and  be 
pursues  him,  puffing  curses  as  he  runs ;  and  when  he  catches  him,  he 
thrashes  him  till  his  arm  aches,  and  fills  his  ears  with  his  howls.  The 
punishment  is,  in  these  cases,  as  the  mathematicians  would  say,  as  the 
square  of  the  distance  of  the  pursuit. 

]  would  not  offer  so  great  an  offence  to  British  society  as  to  ask  for 
Irishmen  the  treatment  of  men.  I  know  the  world  too  well  to  make  any 
such  proposition.  But  I  hope  I  am  not  presuming  too  much,  in  intreaiU 
ing  for  them  a  treatment  which  may  bear  some  analogy  to  the  treatment 
of  dogs.  And,  therefore,  I  say,  if  you  give  the  man  of  war  the  stick  over 
them,  avoid  the  irritation  of  their  endeavours  to  escape.  Let  him  do  at 
first,  without  heat  of  mind,  what  he  will  do  at  last  with  heat  of  mind. 
Investigation  is  not  his  art,  patience  is  not  his  forte,  Impiger,  arer, 
iraeundus  ;  the  trial  will  be  only  a  trial  of  his  temper.  For  mercy^s 
sake,  then,  let  him  punish  without  a  trial.  It  will  be  the  same  thing  as 
to  evidence,  and  better  for  equanimity  and  clemency. 

A  LOOKER-ON. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Th£  numerous  Petitions  presented  against  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill^  and  the  opposi- 
tion of  some  of  their  usual  supporters,  hare  compelled  Ministers  to  make  important 
modifications  on  the  Bill.  Ensig^ns  of  two  years  standing  are  not  now  to  be  allowed 
to  tit  in  jnd^ent  on  the  liberties  of  Irishmen,  bnt  only  Officers  not  under  the  rank 
of  Captain.  Unanimity  in  their  judgment  is  also  required  where  there  are  no  more  than 
five  members  of  the  Court-Partial ;  when  there  are  seven,  five  at  least  must  agree ; 
and  when  there  are  more  than  seven,  then  seven  must  concur  in  the  judgment.  Tbcee 
Courts  are  not  to  have  any  jurisdiction  in  political  offences  ;  and  Ministry  have,  in 
tome  measure,  pledged  themselves  that  the  Bill  shall  not  be  employed  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  Tithes.  The  clause  empowering  two  Justices  to  convict,  by  a  summary 
tiial,  persons  charged  with  attending  illegal  meetings,  is  withdrawn,  and  such  cases  are 
left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  tribunals.  The  Tories  assert,  with  some  degree  of 
justice^  that  these  modifications  have  destroyed  the  efficacy  of  the  Bill ;  and  it  is  hi- 
deed  difficult  to  see  what  is  the  use  of  establishing  new  tribunals  in  Ireland,  which 
can  neither  try  capital  crimes,  if  they  are  to  be  punished  in  an  adequate  manner,  uor 
political  offences  of  any  sort,  nor  enfin-ce  the  collection  of  Tithes,  for  surely,  ibr  all 
other  purposes,  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the  country  are  sufficient.  Indeed,  the 
result  of  the  Kilkenny  assizes  has  shewn  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  in 
that  to-called  disturbed  district,  either  the  attendance  of  Jurymen,  or  convictions. 
That  attendance,  Mr.  Stanley  tells  us,  arises  from  the  desire  of  the  Jurors  to  thwart 
the  measure  ;  but  if  the  Jurors  who  belong  to  the  higher  classes  of  society,  arc  so  for 
from  wishing'  for  the  protection  of  the  Bill,  that  they  would  rather  expose  themselves 
to  the  dangers  of  convicting  the  Whitefeet,  than  allow  it  to  pass,  can  there  be  a 
stronger  proof  that  the  Bill  is  imcalled  for,  and  that  the  imposing  of  it  on  Ireland,  is 
a  mere  act  of  despotism,  which  the  Irish  are  entitled,  and  indeed  1x»und  by  every  prin. 
dple  of  patriotism  to  resist,  by  every  legal  means  ? 
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PICTURES  OP  PRIVATE  LIFE.    By  Sarah  Stickney* 

These  pictures  are  charming^  natural  stories  of  the  real,  living  world  ; 
and  of  the  kind  which  we  rejoice  to  see  the  public  beginning  to  appreciate 
and  relish  ;  there  are  here  no  bandits  and  buccaneers,  remorseful  hypo* 
condriacs,  harum-scarum  geniuses,  and  devoted  heroines,  ''just  not  mad." 
In  their  stead  we  have  the  ordinary  temptations  of  foolish  ambition, 
the  struggles  of  passion ;  the  delusions  and  evils  of  life  as  they  exist,  and 
must  be  combated  and  repressed,  or  endured  and  expiated,  delineated  in 
simple,  and  often  beautiful  language,  and  with  a  powerful  moral  effect. 
The  first,  and  longest  tale,  "  The  Hall  and  the  Cottage,"  is  a  corrective 
of  misplaced  ambition  in  young  women,  and  of  those  erring  estimates  of 
life  which  young  persons  of  talent  and  genius  are  the  most  apt  to  form. 
Anna,  the  heroine,  is  well  depicted ;  but  her  friend  Mary  is  a  model  of 
true  heroic  virtue.     Shall  we  give  the  winding  up  of  the  long  romance 
of  Anna  Clare,  a  maiden  of  humble  descent,  but  possessed  of  great  abili- 
ties and  self.acquired  accomplishments,  who  had  strayed  from  wisdom 
and  happiness,  and  would  have  been  lost  and  wrecked,  save  for  one 
guardian  angel,  the  simple-hearted,  single-minded  friend  of  her  youth.  . 
The  Lord  Carrisbrooke  mentioned,  had  been  the  object  of  Anna's  youthful 
idolatry,  and  of  her  soaring,  unchastised,  irrational  hopes  of  distinction. 

<<  She  was  looking  out,  when  the  Bolema  sound  of  a  passing-bell  fell  upon  her  ear 
—she  shuddered  and  turned  within.  In  the  twilight  she  could  just  perceive  that 
some  one. approached.  It  was  MaiT-,  who  came  with  the  tidings  that  Lord  Carris- 
brooke was  dead.  In  an  instant,  Anna  was  restored  to  her  better  self.  That  sudden 
And  awful  sound,  and  the  unexpected  appearance  of  her  who  had  so  often  stood  beside 
her  as  a  guardian  angel,  bringing  a  silent  reproof  \vhere  none  was  spoken ;  the  still- 
ness of  the  hour,  and  the  recollections  of  the  past,  all  mingling  together,  might  have 
overpowered  a  spirit  more  hardened  and  perverse  than  Anna's. 

<<  <  Mary,'  said  shej  laying  her  hand  upon  the  arm  of  her  friend,  <  there  is  one  duty 
which  we  have  ne?er,  since  .  the  days  of  our  infancy,  performed  together,  except  in 
public.  Let  us  kneel  down  in  this  quiet  chamber,  and  enter  into  a  fresh  covenant 
with  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  we  will  drink  of  the  cup  which  he  haa  poured  out 
for  us,  even  though  it  shoul^  be  gall  and  bitterness.  That  we  will  walk  in  the  path 
which  he  has  pointed  out,  though  it  should  pierce  our  feet  \Wth  thorns ;  and  that  we 
will  never  turn  away,  nor  be  unfaithful  to  his  service,  though  we  know  that  it 
requires  us  to  give  up  all  and  follow  him.'  And,  then,  from  her  eloquent  lips,  and 
overflowing  heart,  she  poured  forth  her  gratitude  and  praise  to  that  Being  who  had 
thus  far  conducted  her  through  the  ^vildemess ;  who  had  borne  with  her  spiritual 
idolatries^  who  had  given  her  a  friend  as  a  faithful  guide,  and  whom  she  now  implored 
to  look  down  from  his  habitation  in  the  heavens,  upon  the  weakest  worm  of  his 
creation. 

*^  Bound  by  fresh  ties  of  more  than  earthly  union,  the  two  friends  had  knelt  together  ; 
together  they  arose  ;  and  the  embrace  with  which  they  separated  that  night,  was  warm 
and  pure^  as  in  the  days  of  their  first  love. 

<<  Her  feeble  steps  recalled  from  their  slight  wandering,  her  good  resolutions  con- 
firmed after  their  short  lapse,  Anna  Clare  went  onward  in  the  path  of  duty  ;  for  she 
had  learned  to  mistrust  heiself,  and  consequently  to  shun  temptation.  And  having 
fbund  how  incompatible  with  true  happiness  is  the  gratification  of  vanity  or  ambition, 
she  confined  her  hopes  and  wishes,  and  even  her  laudable  desire  to  be  of  use,  within 
the  humble  sphere  in  which  her  lot  was  cast 

*  Smith  and  Elder,  I^ndon :  Pp.  346. 
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*'  On  the  reading  of  Lord  Carrisbrook.e*s  will,  it  was  discoTervd  that  he  bad  be- 
queathed the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  artist  who  painted  hit  portrait ;  and 
with  this  sum,  added  to  the  well-enmed  reward  of  her  daily  labours,  Anna  contrircd 
not  only  to  maintain  a  respectable  and  genteel  appearance,  but  often  to  comfort  the 
distressed,  and  supply  the  wants  of  the  needy. 

<*  Gentle  reader,  forgive  the  writer  of  this  story,  that  she  has  no  better  fate  in  store 
for  her  heroine,  even  in  the  season  of  <  the  first  i^rey  hair,*  than  that  of  a  nspecCal 
and  respectable  old  maid  ;  not  a  fretful,  fuming  thing,  of  fiilse  ringlets,  and  false 
smiles,  but  a  woman  of  delicate  and  tender  feeling  ;  of  calm  dignity,  and  unbounded 
benevolence;  who  mourned  no  longer  that  earth  afforded  her  no  object,  or  rather  no 
idol,  on  wiiich  she  might  lavish  the  warm  feelinf^s  of  an  affectionate  henrt;  for  she 
had  learned  to  pour  forth  into  «*  thousand  channels,  *  that  chaiity,  which  suftreth 
long  and  is  kind.* 

'*  Alas !  to  the  rescue  of  Anna  Clare  from  the  shades  of  vulgar  oblivion,  there  came 
no  belted  knight,  no  steel-clad  warrior;  no  prince  in  disguise  discovered  her  to  be  the 
alien  daughter  of  his  house ;  nor  did  a  superannuated  nabob  make  her  the  heiress  of 
an  Indian  fortune ;  but  she  continued  to  dwell  in  the  home  of  her  friend, 

•  Happy  and  giving  happioesi  / 

and  though  highly  gifted  with  those  qualities,  which  might  reasonably  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  wealthy  and  the  noble,  she  never  ventured  beyond  her  own  lowly  sphere, 
but  was  content  to  remain,  where  she  had  not  only  the  wish,  but  the  power  to  blcn.** 
Ellbn  £skdajl£,  the  second  story,  is  that  of  thousands  of  lovely  and 
naturally  amiable  young  creatures^  living  as  they  of  the  world  live^  and 
dying  as  they  die ;  one  of  those^  in  the  words  of  the  authoress,  who  pass 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  without  once  inquiring  for  what  purpose 
they  have  been  sent  to  trace  their  little  journey  of  experience  upon  this 
earth.     The  Curate's  Widow^  is  an  amiable  story,  tending  to  shew  the 
power  of  piety^  in  assuaging-  sorrow ;  in  making  the  heart  of  the  desolate 
to  sing; — and  Marriaoi:,  as  it  may  be,  concludes  the  volume.    A  lady 
more  daring  than  wise,  first  flirts  with  a  lively  good-tempered  boy, 
and  next  forms  the  ambitious  design  of  converting  him.    *'  To  save  a 
aoul  from  sin/'  as  she  flatters  herself,  she  throws  away  her  own  happi- 
ness.    Her  young  husband  obtains  orders ;  but  first  we  have  the  honey-, 
moon,  spent   among   mountains   and   moonlight  lakes  in  Cumberland. 
Thus  early  she  is  permitted  to  wander  forth  alone  with  Milton,  and  in- 
dulge  in  rapturous  speculation,  and  poetic  visions ;  the  bridegroom  ca- 
rousing in  the  Inn  with  an  old  college  friend.     Now,  there  is  a  time 
for  every  thing ;  yet,    ns  the  world  goes,  and  even  as  it  ought  to  go, 
some    persons  will    infer    that    the  wife   was   more    fastidious,    than 
prudent  and  indulgent,  with  her  pupil  and  convert,  even  at  the  outset. 
From  all  that  was  lovely  in  Nature,  and  exalted  in  mind,  she  is  suddenly 
transferred  <Ho  a  dining-room  that  had  not  been  opened  for  three  hours 
after  dinner;  and  that  on  a  Sabbath  afternoon,  after  sailing  on  the 
Lake,  and  reading  Milton,"  vainly  expecting  to  be  joined  by  her  truant 
husband  in   one  hulf.hour.    But  there  he  »^.it  with  his  c(>llege  friend, 
who,  to  make  matters  worse,   '^  was  the  son  of  a  London  silk.mercer, 
who  bore  about  with  him  the   certificate  of  his  pedigree  stamped  upon 
his  countenance,"  in  which  one  might  even  see  "  his  father,  the  keen 
tradesman,  glancing  over  his  ledger ;"  (a  very  proper  employment,  too, 
we  should  think  ;)  "  and  his  aunts  and  cousins  running  from  house  to 
house,  collecting  receipts  for  sweet  cakes,  and  home-made  wines,"  (in 
which  there  is  no  great  harm  either.)     Tlie  husband  "  had  a  flushed  and 
dizzy  look  ;  not  certainly  intoxicated, — he  would  have  been  horror-struck 
at  the  thought — but  with  all  that  was  most  gross  and  despicable  in  his  na- 
ture laid  bare  upon  his  brow."  He  declared,  like  a  rogue,  that  he  had  been 
ten  times  down  to  the  water  to  look  for  his  wife,  winking  knowingly  to 
his  companion,  as  if  he  said.  '  That's  the  way  to  manage  a  wife.' "    We 
do  fear  that  poor  wives  are  doomed  to  endure  even  worse  than  this  oc- 
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easionally^  and  never  move  the  compassion  of  their  friends^  nor  fancy* 
themselves  particularly  entitled  to  complain.  The  lady  felt  "  intense 
agony"  at  every  repetition  of  this  deprecatory  falsehood  ;  and  the  scene 
produced  a  total  revolution  in  her  feelings^  and  almost  dissevered  her  affec- 
tions from  her  unworthy  husband.  He  turns  out  a  buck-parson^  who  follows 
the  hounds^  and  drinks  hard ;  and  she  sets  herself,  with  the  zeal  of  a  self- 
tormenter^  to  study  and  to  magnify  his  errors  and  faults,  and  be  as 
miserable  as  possible.  She  is  fully  aware  of  the  folly  of  her  matrimonial 
experiment ;  and,  at  the  close  of  life,  with  a  spirit  subdued  and  chastened^ 
draws  the  melancholy  moral : — ''  1  still  lift  up  my  voice  from  a  weary 
wounded  spirit  (and  oh,  that  I  could  speak  more  powerfully !)  to  warn 
the  trifling,  the  thoughtless,  and  the  rash,  from  that  most  lamentable  of 
all  calamities — ^most  irreparable  of  all  misfortunes, — ^an  ill-assorted 
marriage." 

PiozziANA ;  OR,  Reoojllegtions  of  the  liATE  Mrs.  Piozzi.   By  a  Friend. 

Moxon^  London,  Pp.  234. 

This  is  as  pure  a  literary  emanation  from  the  dowager  division  of  Bath 

Society  as  one  shall  meet  with  in  a  summer's  day.    Recollections  of  Mrs. 

Piozzi,  an  octogenarian,  are  detailed  by  an  admiring  and  affectionate 

friend,  with  whom  she  had,  for  many  years,  exchanged  visits,  calls,  lively 

talk,  and  little  polite  notes  prettily  turned,  and  retiring  from  the  pre- 

sence  backwards  with  a  flourish,  or,  in  the  minuet  de  la  cour  step.    We 

dare  say  the  book  will  be  read  with  great  interest  in  certain  circles,  and 

by  many  out  of  these,  as  a  sequence  to  other  volumes.     It  contains  not 

much  that  is  either  new  or  rare.    The  following,  is  among  the  most 

piquant  bits.      It  is  a  womanly  revenge  taken  of  that  sour  eutor,  Mr. 

Gifford,  worthy  of  Catherine  II.  of  Russia,  who,  with  a  hundred  crimes, 

had  few  faults,  and  was  never  spiteful. 

«  She  (Mrs.  Piozzi)  one  evening,  asked  me  abruptly,  if  I  did  not  remember  the  scur- 
rilous lines  in  which  she  had  been  depicted,  by  Gifford  in  his  <  Baeviad  and  Msviad.* 
And,  not  waiting  for  my  answer,  for  1  was,  indeed,  too  much  embarrassed  to  giye  one 
quickly,  she  recited  the  verses  in  question,  and  added,  <  How  do  you  think  <<  Thrales* 
gay  widow**  revenged  herself?  1  contriFed  to  get  myself  invited  to  meet  him  at 
supper  at  a  friend^s  house,  (1  think  she  said  in  Pall  Mall,)  soon  after  the  publication 
of  his  poem ;  sat  opposite  to  him ;  saw  that  he  was  "  perplexed  in  the  extreme;**  and, 
smiling,  proposed  a  glass  of  wine  as  a  libation  to  our  future  good  fellowship.  Gifford 
was  sufficiently  a  man  of  the  world  to  understand  me ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
courteous  and  eutertaiuiug  than  he  was  while  we  remained  together.*  '* 

Mrs.  Piozzi  gave  her  friend  the  following  account  of  Burke,  whom,  we 
suspect,  she  would  scarce,  of  herself,  have  found  out,  in  the  form  here 
presented,  to  be  a  great  man,  unless  Dr.  Johnson  had  helped  her  to  the 
discovery,  and  society  vouched  for  it : — ■' 

<<  At  the  time**  said  she,  '<  I  refer  to,  and  when  pointed  out  to  strangers  in  the 
streets,  as  a  renowned  orator,  statesman,  and  writer,  he  usually  wore  a  blue  coat, 
scarlet  waistcoat,  brown  breeches,  and  grey  worsted  stockings ;  and  a  wig  of  fair, 
curly  hair,  made  to  look  natural.  He  also  commonly  used  spectacles ;  so  that  it  is 
not  easy  to  describe  his  face.  But  I  noticed  that  he  had  many  uTinkles,  and  those 
more  of  thought  than  age.  He  had  a  double  chin,  as  it  is  termed ;  large  nostrils,  a 
rather  long,  irregular  nose,  and  a  wide,  and  as  it  were,  a  loose  mouth,  such  as  many 
public  ppeakers  have.  His  speeches  were  always  worth  listening  to  ;  though  his  atti- 
tude was  often  unbecoming ;  as  he  would  keep  one  hand  in  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 
the  other  frequently  in  his  bosom,  and  swing  his  body  from  side  to  side,  while  his  feet 
were  fixed  to  one  spot  Being  an  Irishman,  he  not  only  spoke  with  an  Irish  accent, 
which  might  be  excused,  but  with  an  Irish  pronunciation,  for  which  there  is  no  excuse ; 
because  English  people  of  good  education  must  needs  know  how  to  pronounce  their 


116  Literary  Regiiter, 

own  language;  aod  when  an  Irithman  of  diacemment  and  talents  speaks  differeatljy 
H  must  be  because  he  chooses  to  do  so,  M^ich  is  ridiculous.** 

But  the  most  characteristic  passage  in  the  volume  refers  to  the  lad/ 
herself.     That  she  could^  for  fifty  years,  have  retained  the  opinion  of 
Johnson's  servility,  expressed  in  the  instance  cited,  discovers  fuUy  as 
much  the  self-love  of  his  "  dear  lady,"  as  her  power  of  appreciating 
the  character  of  her  domesticated  old  friend. 

^  Johnson  was,  on  the  whole,  a  rigid  moralist ;  but  he  could  be  ductile,  I  may  say, 
servile;  and  I  will  give  you  an  instance.  We  had  a  large  dinner-party  at  our  honmt ; 
Johnson  sat  on  one  side  of  me,  and  Burke  on  the  other;  and  in  the  company  there 
was  a  young  female  (Mrs.  Piozzi  named  her)  to  whom  I,  in  my  peevishness,  thouglit 
Mr.  Thrale  superfluously  attentive,  to  the  neglect  of  me  and  others ;  especially  of 
myself,  then  near  my  confinement,  and  dismally  low-«pirited  ;  notwithstanding  whicliy 

Mr.  T.  very  unceremoniously  begged  of  me  to  change  place  with  Sophy ,  who 

was  threatened  with  a  sore  throat,  and  might  be  injured  by  sitting  near  the  door.  I 
had  scarcely  swallowed  a  spoonful  ai  soup  when  this  occurred,  and  was  so  orerset  by 
the  coarseness  of  the  proposal,  that  I  burst  into  tears,  said  something  petulant — that 
perhaps,  ere  long,  the  lady  might  be  at  the  head  of  Mr.  T.*s  table,  witliout  displacing 
the  mistress  of  the  house,  &c. ;  and  so  left  the  apartment.  I  retired  to  the  dnwing- 
room,  ard  for  an  hour  or  two  contended  with  my  vexation  as  I  best  could;  when 
Johnson  and  Burke  came  up.  Ou  seeing  them  I  resolved  to  give  a  jobation  to  both, 
.but  fixed  >n  Johnson  for  my  charge,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  noticed  what  passed;  what 
I  had  sufi;ied ;  and  whether,  allowing  for  the  state  of  my  nerves,  I  was  much  to  blame  P 
He  answered,  '  Why,  possibly  not ;  your  feelings  were  outraged.*  I  said,  *  Yea^ 
greatly  so;  and  I  cannot  help  remarking  with  what  blandness  and  composure  you 
ufitnested  the  outrage.  Had  this  transaction  been  told  of  others,  your  anger  would 
have  known  no  bounds ;  but,  towards  a  man  who  gives  good  dinners,  &C.,  yon  woe 
meekness  itself  I*  Johnson  coloured,  and  Burke,  I  thought,  looked  foolish ;  but  I 
had  not  a  word  of  answer  from  either.** 

Mrs.  Piozzi's  memorialist  once  ventured  to  hint  to  her  that  Johnson's 
extreme  aversion  to  her  marriage  with  the  Italian,  might  have  been  from 
some  design  of  appropriating  her  to  himself.  She  was  silent — and  ia 
thus  understood  to  have  assented  to  the  assumption.  It  would  require 
more  proof  to  make  us  believe  that  the  Dr.  ever  once  thought  of  taking 
jthe  place  of  his  friend  Thrale«  £ither  from  the  spirit  of  contradiction, 
or  some  better  reason,  Mrs.  Piozzi  affirmed,  till  her  last  hour,  that  hef 
wilful  marriage  was  in  every  respect  felicitous ;  and  always  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  of  her  second  husband. 

Edinburgh  Cabinet  Library,  Vol.  XI. — Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh: 
by  P.  TyUer,  Esq.    Oliver  Sc  Boyd,  Edinburgh.    Plates.  Pp.  468. 

A  soldier,  a  poet,  a  courtier,  a  statesman,  a  bold  and  enterprizing  adven- 
turer ;  splendid  in  his  tastes,  and  heroic  in  his  mind ;  brave  in  the  field, 
and  sage  in  council ;  adorned  with  the  captivating  graces  of  romance, 
and  endowed  with  a  spirit  of  philosophy  far  beyond  his  age  ;  the  knight 
of  Elizabeth  ;  the  rival  of  the  ambitious  and  headstrong  Essex,  and  of 
the  wary  Cecil ;  with  a  character  far  from  perfect,  yet  made  up  of  so 
many  powerful  elements, — where  could  the  biographer  hit  upon  a  theme 
more  rich  and  inviting  than  the  life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  or  one  in  which 
a  brilliant  and  momentous  period  of  English  History  could  be  so  vividly 
reflected.  If  Mr.  Tytler  has  been  happy  in  his  choice  of  subject,  he 
has  been  equally  felicitous  in  seizing  the  leading  points  in  the  life  of 
Raleigh ;  and  also  those  of  the  contemporary  events,  which  first  form, 
jmd  then  reflect,  the  character  of  every  great  public  man.  But  he  has 
done  more.  Stepping  above  the  line  of  a  merely  accurate  compiler,  he 
has  applied  to  original  sources  of  information,  and  has  thus  elucidate([ 
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obscure  points  of  the  latter  days  of  Raleigh ;  and  considerably  added  to 
our  stores  of  historical  knowledge^  by  clearing  up  the  secret  movements 
of  the  state  intrigue^  which  cost  this  great  man  years  of  persecution^ 
from  which  he  was  only  relieved  by  an  undeserved  death.  Truly  the  roo- . 
tives  of  state  prosecutions  are  an  edifying  chapter  of  history  to  mankind. 
The  literary  and  more  vital  parts  of  this  meritorious  volume  fall  less 
within  the  general  objects  of  this  magazine  than  the  opportunity  it 
affords  us  of  shewing  what  sort  of  animal  an  Attorney-General  was  in 
the  reign  of  James  L  This  .done^  the  reader  may  infer  the  extent  of 
melioration  in  the  breed  which  '^  the  pressure  of  the  time"  has  produced 
from  the  days  of 'Sir  Edward  Coke,  to  those -of  Scott^  (Lord  Eldon)  Law, 
Gibbs,  and  Scarlett.  Though  there  is  still  room  for  amendment,  the 
improvement  is  considerable.  An  unmitigated  Coke  is  an  impossible 
co.existence  with  the  present  English  press. — VTe  are  not  sure  that  he 
could  even  flourish  in  Scotland.  We  premise  that  the  charge  of  treason 
for  which  Raleigh  was  tried  was  false,  and  vamped  up  by  the  intrigues  of 
Cecil. 

<^  Now  I  come  to  your  charge,  my  masters  of  the  jury.  The  greatness  of  treason 
is  to  be  considered  in  two  ih\ixg6y-~determinatume  finis^  et  electione  mediorum.  This 
treason  excelleth  in  both  ;  for  that  it  was  to  destroy  the  king  and  his  progeny. 
These  treasons  are  said  to  be  crimen  lasa  majestaUs  ;  this  goeth  farther,  and  may 
•be  termed  crimen  extirpanda  regia  majestalig  et  toHus  progeniei  stMs.  I  shall  not 
need,  my  Lords,  to  speak  any  thing  concerning  the  king,  nor  of  the  bounty  and 
sweetness  of  his  nature  ;  whose  thoughts  are  innocent,  whose  words  are  full  of  wis- 
dom and  learning,  and  whose  works  are  ftill  of  honour.  Although  it  be  a  true  say- 
ing, Nunquam  nimis  quod  nunquam  stUis.  But  to  whom  do  you  bear  malice  ?  To 
the  children  ? 

"  Raleigh. — ^To  whom  speak  you  this  ?     You  tell  me  news  I  never  heard  of. 

"  Attorney. — ^Oh,  Sir,  do  I  ?  I  will  prove  you  the  notoriousest  traitor  that  ever 
came  to  the  bar.  After  you  have  taken  away  the  king  you  would  alter  religion  ;  as 
you,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  have  followed  them  of  the  Bye  by  imitation :  for  I  will 
charge  you  with  the  words. 

<'  Raleigh. — ^Your  words  cannot  condemn  me;  my  innocency  is  my  defence. 
Prove  one  of  those  things  wherewith  you  have  charged  me,  and  I  will  confess  the 
whole  indictment,  and  that  I  am  the  horriblest  traitor  that  ever  lived,— that  I  am  wor- 
thy to  be  crucified  with  a  thousand  torments. 

*^  Attorney. — Nay,  I  will  prove  alL  Thou  art  a  monster !  Thou  hast  an  English 
face  but  a  Spanish  heart.  Now  you  must  have  money :  Arembei-g  was  no  sooner  in 
England — I  charge  thee,  Raleigh — but  thou  incitest  Cobham  to  go  unto  him,  and  to 
deal  with  him  for  money  to  bestow  on  discontented  persons  to  raise  rebellion  in  the 
kingdom. 

*^  Raleigh. — Let  me  answer  for  mysel£ 

<<  Attorney Thou  shalt  not 

*<  Raleigh. — It  concemeth  my  lite. 

«  Attorney Oh  !  do  I  touch  you  ?" 

<'  After  this  Coke  enumerated  the  charges  contained  in  the  indictment.  '  I  do  not 
hear  yet,*  said  Raleigh,  <  that  you  have  «poken  one  word  against  me.  If  my  Lord 
Cobham  be  a  traitor,  what  is  that  to  me  ?*  Coke*s  answer  was  so  remarkable  that  it 
passed  int-*  a  proverb,  and  furnished  Shakspeare  with  one  of  hi9  amusing  satirical 
touches  in  the  character  of  Sir  Toby  Belch. 

«  Attorney..^A\i  that  he  did  was  by  thy  instigation,  thou  viper!  for  I  thou  thee 
thou  traitor  1 

(<  Raleigh. — It  becometh  not  a  man  of  quality  and  virtue  to  call  me  so ;  but  I 
take  comfort  in  it,  it  is  all  you  can  do. 

**  v^Worw^.— Have  I  angered  you  ? 

^  Raleigh. — I  am  in  no  case  to  be  angry.*' 

«■  •  •  •  •  •  • 

«  A  singular  inteiTuption  now  took  place.  The  attorney  having  failed  again  in  the 
proof,  launched  forth  into  abuse,  and  was  exhorted  by  Cecil  to  be  less  impatient ; 
«  upon  which,' says  the  recoi-d,  *  Mr.  Attorney  sat  down  in  a  chafe,  and  would 
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•peak  no  more  until  the  committioBen  urged  and  entreated  him  to  proceed.*  Hm 
then,  after  mncb  perraaaion,  aroae  and  broke  out  into  still  more  violent  invectiTC^ — 
bat  we  thall  present  the  dialogue  which  ensued  in  the  words  of  the  trial :— 

*<  Attorney^— 'Thou  art  tlie  most  rile  and  execrable  traitor  that  ever  lived. 

<<  Raleigh, — ^Yon  speak  indiscreetly,  barbarously,  and  uncivilly. 

<<  Atiamey. — I  want  words  suflklent  to  express  thy  viperoos  tmiaons. 

<<  Raieiffh^-^l  think  you  want  words^  indeed,  for  you  have  spoken  one  thiof  half- 
a-dozen  times. 

«  Attorney. — ^Thou  art  an  odious  fellow ;  thy  name  is  hateful  to  all  the  realaa 
•f  England  for  thy  pride. 

^  Raleigh,'— It  will  go  near  to  prove  a  measuring  cast  between  yon  and  me,  Mr. 
Attorney. 

<<  Atterney'^^WtV^  now  will  I  make  it  appear  to  the  world  that  there  never  lived 
a  viler  viper  upon  the  &ce  of  the  earth  than  thou.** 

This  letter,  the  production  of  the  feeble-minded,  vacillating,  deceased 
Cobham,  a  man  who  had  neither  the  ener^  to  prove  a  rebel,  nor  the 
virtue  and  prudence  to  remain  a  quiet  subject,  was  of  course  one  hollow 
pretext  in  this  abominable  political  intrigue.  When  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral had  concluded  reading  Lord  Cobham 's  letter,  the  contents  of  which, 
before  death,  he  had  retracted  and  regretted,  Raleigh  produced  a  letter 
4rritten  by  the  same  man  on  the  approach  of  death,  pathetically  with- 
drawing idl  the  charges  his  weakness  had  been  practised  upon  to  make. 
It  waa  read  by  Cecil.  "  So  God  have  mercy  on  my  soul,  as  I  know 
treason  by  you  V  is  the  concluding  sentence ;  but  the  jury  did  not  the 
l^s  liring  in  the  wished  for  verdict — Guilty.  Attomey-Crenerals  are 
certainly  greatly  improved,  but  English  juries  have  made  yet  more  rapid 
advances. 

The  Naturalist's  Library,  Vol.  I.     Lizars,  Sc  Stirling  &  Kenney, 

Edinburgh.    Pp.  147. 

At  what  degree  of  beauty  and  cheapness  will  our  popular  embellished 
works  arrive  at  last?  We  thought  they  had  reached  the  ultimate  point 
in  some  of  the  late  publications ;  but  no,  here  is  another,  the  elegance, 
and  scientific  accuracy  of  which,  in  conjunction  with  its  cheapness,  is  to 
us  astonishing.  It  is  devoted  exclusively  to  Humming  Birds.  Upwardjs 
of  thirty  of  those  exquisite  feathered  beauties  flutter,  "  like  atoms  of  the 
rainbow,"  through  the  volume  which  describes  their  habits  and  characters. 
The  plates  are  as  delicately  and  faithfully  coloured  as  in  the  more  ex. 
pensive  works  of  natural  history.  The  size  of  the  birds  is  that  of  life. 
The  book  requires  only  to  be  seen  to  be  admired  and  coveted.  As  the 
litera:  y  contents  must  have  borne  a  disproportioned  size  to  the  plates, 
unless  other  matter  had  been  sought,  we  have  a  memoir  of  Linnieus, 
with  a  portrait  of  this  great  conqueror  in  the  kingdom  of  nature.  This 
cannot  be  deemed  extraneous  matter. 

Waverley  Anecdotes.   Cochrane  and  MCrone,  London.    Pp.  841. 

An  omnegatheruvi  book,  consisting  of  Scottish  tales,  legends,  anecdotes, 
biographies,  antiquities,  battles,  ghosts,  &c.,  &c.,  to  which  the  above  title 
is  given,  because  the  writings  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  many  things 
connected  with  them,  do  really  occupy  a  considerable  s}»ace  in  the  book. 
We  meet  with  nothing  new;  but  the  selection  is  light,  diversified,  and 
amusing,  and  wears  a  pleasing  cast  of  gentle  antiquity.  A  few  petty 
larc/enies  might  be  detected  in  these  volumes ;  but  we  like  to  see  the 
realms  of  literature  as  free  as  a  sunny,  open,  American  orchard,  plenty 
giving  impunity ;  and  where  plucking  here  an  apple,  and  there  a  peach 
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to  refresh  the  way-farer^  merely  betokens  wealth  and  unguarded  abun- 
dance. Better  a  stray  hand  gather  the  balmy  spoils^  than  leave  them  to 
rot  in  the  solitude. 

Faust  by  Goethe^    Translated  into  English  Prose. — Moxon^  London^ 

Pp.  291. 

Draughtsmen  and  painters^  learning  their  art,  like  to  see  the  humaiA 
figure  stripped  of  its  integuments,  without  flesh,  colour,  or  life ;  the 
frame-work  of  a  man.  They  conceive  this  necessary  to  perfect  their 
knovvledge  of  many  parts  of  the  mystery ;  but  what  ordinary  person 
likes  to  study  painting  in  skeletons  and  anatomical  figures  ?  A  literal 
prose  translation  of  a  great  poem  holds  much  the  same  relation  to  the 
original,  that  the  ugly  skeleton  does  to  the  human  form,  glowing  with 
the  hues  of  life  and  beauty ;  breathing  with  passion  and  affection.  It 
gives  an  idea  of  the  original,  but  one  that  is  either  altogether 
grotesque,  or  grisly  and  revolting;  it  may,  however,  be  useful  as  a 
study  upon  the  principle  we  have  indicated,  and  so  may  this  transla- 
tion, which  is  prefaced  by  an  unmerciful  dissection  of  the  Faust  of 
Lord  Francis  Gower.  The  book,  in  its  way,  will  be  a  curiosity  among 
scholars.  If  things  were  as  of  old,  we  might  expect  to  hear  of  a  pro- 
secution for  blasphemy,  from  the  unveiled  literalness  of  the  translation. 

The  Modern  Cymon.    Translated  from  the  Jean  of  C.  Paul  De  Koch. 

Marston  &  Co.  London :  2  vols.,  pp.  474. 

De  Koch  is  not  quite  among  the  French,  or  rather  the  good  people  of 
Paris,  what  John  Gait  is  in  Glasgow,  Ayrshire,  and  the  Scottish  towns 
and  villages ;  but  this  illustration,  besides  being  concise,  is  the  best  we 
can  hit  upon.  Koch  is  not  the  painter  of  Our  village,  but  of  Our  street, 
and  of  the  Branghtons  of  Paris.  The  street  is  a  trading  one,  in  the 
small  way,  inhabited  by  perfumers,  tailors,  milliners,  confectioners,  the 
grisette,  the  midwife,  the  country  nurse,  the  dancing.master ; — and  the 
book,  taken  altogether,  conveys  a  truer*and  moie  lively  idea  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  middle  raid»  of  Parisian  society,  than  any  we  have  seen  for 
a  long  while.  We  have  French  vivacity  with  German  fidelity  of  por- 
traiture. The  translator  has  caught  the  spirit  of  his  original  with  kin- 
dred feeling.  We  recommend  this  amusing  work  to  every  one  who  would 
Jknow  what  the  French  people  really  are  in  their  every  day  costume,  and 
by  their  own  fire-sides. 

A  Moral  and  Political  Sketch  op  the  United  States,  by  Achille 
Murat. — Eflingham  Wilson,  London.    Pp.  402: 

The  ci-devant  Prince  Royal  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  Citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  found  a  shelter  in  America,  and  after  the  news  of  the  three 
DAYS,  and  the  death  of  his  cousin  the  young  Napolean,  posted  back  to  Eu- 
rope to  look  after  a  very  desperate  chance  for  a  Crown,  expects  that  his 
Letters  upon  America  will  draw  upon  him  '^  much  criticism."  He  is  mis- 
taken. Few  heed  his  opinions;  none  save  an  anonymous  writer,  who  has 
appended  to  the  volume  a  clever  Note  on  Negro  Slavery,  think  them  worth 
eontro verting.  There  is,  however,  no  book  without  some  value.  The 
'  letters  contain  a  good  deal  of  miscellaneous  information  about  American 
society  and  institutions.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  this  suckling  we  have 
confirmation  of  one  noble  trait  of  the  American  character. 
«  The  great  difference  between  the  American  and  Engliah  manners,  and  which  «om- 
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plecely  characterize  the  two  tocietiet  in  America,  if  the  total  absence  of  that  ipirit  of 
locial  aerrility  which  in  England  forma  a  contrast  with  the  free  institution*  of  which 
the  people  so  justly  malce  their  boast  There  is  not  a  respectable  man  or  woman  in 
England  who  is  not  constantly  gnawed  with  the  desire  to  appear  something  more  than 
they  are.  There  is  no  meanness  they  will  not  commit  to  be  invited  into  a  society  a 
notch  higher  than  their  own.  The  merchants  and  tradesmen  do  not  converse  about 
the  business,  dinner,  and  ball  of  their  neighbour;  but  they  never  havrdone  talking 
about  the  dinner  of  such  a  Duke,  or  the  n»ut  of  such  a  Marquis  ;  people  whom  they 
never  come  near ;  and  whom  they  know  only  by  name :  every  body  has  the  genealogy 
of  the  peers  by  heart,  and  they  trouble  themselves  much  more  about  their  alliances 
than  those  of  their  own  friends  and  acquaintances.  As  soon  as  a  stranger  is  presented, 
even  to  the  family  of  an  eminent  merchant,  the  mistress  of  the  house  takes  care  to  tell 
him  over  and  over  the  names  of  the  nobility  who  have  done  her  the  honourof  jipeak* 
ing  to  her;  and  fancies,  by  this  means,  to  give  the  stranger  a  very  high  notion  of  her 
own  social  respectability.  This  paltr>'  servility,  which,  to  me,  is  in  the  last  degree  dis- 
gusting, has  no  existence  in  the  United  States.  There  is  not  an  American  who  would 
not  blush  to  seek  an  invitation ;  and  he  has  too  much  pride  to  acknowledge  that  any 
society  is  superior  to  his  own  dignity.** 

So  John  Bull  is,  after  all^  esteemed  essentially  a  tuft-hunter  ;  and  not 
what  foreigners,  or  the  Americans  at  least,  call  a  very  proud  man. 

The  Book  of  Reform.    By  Wentworth  Holworthy,    Effingham  "Wilson. 

This  18  an  imposing  title  for  a  work  of  150  pages ;  but  then  this 
is  only  the  beginning  of  the  author's  **  reflections,  suggestions,  and  plans 
on  the  various  and  important  questions  which  are  about  to  occupy  the 
new  Parliament."  In  this  first  part  he  advocates  the  Ballot,  and  ^tiin. 
tennial  Parliaments ;  his  reasons  for  not  returning  to  the  principles  and 
former  practice  of  the  Constitution  on  the  duration  of  Parliaments  being 
less  satisfactory  to  us  than  those  he  has  advanced  for  local  assemblies ; 
provided  he  could  put  in  good  bail  that  those  provincial  boards  would 
really  confine  their  deliberations  tq  teaching  the  Maldon  farmers  how  to 
pack  their  butter  ;  which  it  seems  has  been  gravely  debated  in  the  Hon- 
ourable House ;  and  settling  whether  J.  Ilipginbottoni,  Gent,  may  not  be 
allowed  to  bear  the  name  and  arms  of  Higgins,  without  a  solemn  act 
deliberated  and  passed  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  To  go  fully  into 
this  work,  would  be  to  re-print  much  of  it.  We  must  be  contented  with 
saying,  that  the  author  contends  for  the  Scottish  system  of  Banking,  and 
for  a  thorough  Church  Reform.  He  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  pages 
to  the  last  question,  and  writes  like  an  honest  and  fervid-minded  man, 
whose  opinions  one  must  respect,  even  where  one  differs  from^him  ;  and  i» 
in  doubt  whether  he  always  understands  what  he  wants,  though  quite 
certain  that  he  has  not  thought  fully  of  the  means  of  attaining  objects 
doubly  valuable,  were  they  also  practicable. 

A  TOPOORAPHICAL    DICTIONARY  OP  GrEAT    BrITAIN    AND    IRELAND.      Bj/ 

John  Gorton,  Editor  of  the  General  Biographical  Dictionary,  Chap- 
man and  Hall,  Strand.  3  vols,  octavo.  Pp.  2298,  with  fifty^four 
maps. — 

This  is  a  work  of  pure  utility.  Fifty  years  since,  to  have  produced  such 
a  book,  so  comprehensive  in  design,  so  complete  and  careful  in  the  details, 
would  have  required  a  Dr.  Johnson,  or  some  other  great  superintendent 
of  works,  labouring  for  ten  years  with  a  staff  occupying  half  the  attics 
of  half  the  courts  which  ramify  upon  Fleet  Street.  By  the  time  the  book 
was  finished,  many  of  the  towns  and  villages  would  have  doubled  their 
size,  and  others  have  sprung  into  existence.  But  here,  by  the  concentra- 
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tfton  of  object  and  division  of  labour^  out  oomea  a  work^  perfect  so  Ayr 
as  any  thing  of  the  kind  admits  of  perfection^  and  up  to  the  date  of 
publication.  In  a  prefix  we  have  the  last  populations  returns^  those  of 
1831^  from  the  million  and  a  half  of  inhabitants  in  London  to  the  parish 
of  Canisbay^  comprehending  John  O'Groats^  with  its  population  of  2118, 
and  in  an  Appendix  on  an  analysis  of  those  Reform  Boundary  BiUs  which 
must  long  remain  the  modern  Domesday  Book,  In  the  body  of  the  work^ 
'we  have  the  essence  of  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland^  and  of  the 
Statistics  of  Ireland.  On  the  whole>  we  can  recommend  this  as  a  work 
curious  for  its  varied  information,  but  invaluable  as  a  book  of  constant 
reference. 

Prokouncixq  Diotionabt  of  thb  Enoush  Language.    By  J.  £.  Wovu 

OBSTBB.    Sonter,  London.—^ 

If  this  Dictionary  possess,  when  completed,  the  sterling  merit  which 
diaracterizes  the  two -page  specimen  before  us,  it  will  go  far  to  super- 
sede most  others  at  present  in  common  use.  The  plan  is  comprehensive 
and  well  conceived ;  it  professes  to  give  the  correct  pronunciation-  of 
each  word  according  to  the  present  usages  of  standard  society,  and  at  the 
same  time  exhibits  the  conflicting  opinions  of  previous  orthoSpists  on 
that  ticklish  subject  of  disputation  from  *'  Universal"  Bailey  downwards. 
The  notations  are  exceedingly  minute  and  cleverly  contrived,  and  indi- 
cate great  labour  and  scrupulous  care  in  their  arrangement. 

Thb  British  Jbw  to  his  Fbllow  Oountbtmbn. — Ridgway.    London. 

Pp.   44. 

This  is  a  not  vBry  well  written  letter,  published  with  a  very  good 
purpose  ;  to  obtain  justice  for  those  of  the  author's  faith ;  and  to 
teach  men  tolerance  and  liberality.  We  have  little  doubt  that  the 
emancipated  Jew  will  soon  enjoy  the  same  civil  rights,  and  occupy  the 
same  political  statue  with  his  Christian  fellow-subjects,  and  that  he 
already  does  in  France,  Holland,  and  America,  One  wall  of  partition 
has  just  been  broken  down ;  a  gentleman  of  the  faith  of  the  Hebrews 
has  been  called  to  the  bar ;  nor  can  the  time  be  distant  when  all  invi- 
dious and  unjust  distinctions  will  be  levelled. 

Hubst's  Dbam Ano  Libiiabt. 

Another  library  !  of  the  cheap  popular  kind,  but  limited  to  the  Drama. 
It  can  in  no  respect  compete  with  Falpy's  beautiful  edition  of  Shaks- 
peare ;  but  being  yet  cheaper,  and  also  more  varied  in  contents,  offers 
attractions  to  young  collectors.  The  first  volume  contains  the  Second 
Part  of  Henry '  IV.,  Hamlet,  General  Burgoyne's  Lord  of  the  Manor, 
Dr.  Bolus,  The  School  for  Scandal,  Miss  Mitford's  Rienzi,  Modern  An- 
tiques, &c.,  &c.  And  then  there  are  interspersed  remarks,  costumes, 
and  theatrical  memoirs ;  anecdotes,  and  agreeable  tittle-tattle  about  the 
plays. 

MEDICAL  REVIEW. 

The  Mobbw  Anatomy  of  somb  op  thb  most  important  Parts  of  thh 
Human  Body.    By  Dr  Baillie ;  edited  by  Mr,  Wardrop. 
To  urge  the  necessity  of  pathological  knowledge  upon  the  physician, 
would  be  about  as  solemn  a  piece  of  absurdity  as  to  enforce  the  study  of 
VOL.  lu. — ^NO.  xni.  K. 
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anatomy  upon  the  attention  of  the  surgeon ;  both  are,  of  coune,  alLin- 
all  important^  and  need  little  demongtration  of  argument  to  prove  the 
truism. 

The  first  edition  of  Dr.  BaiUie's  celebrated  Treatise  on  Changes  of 
Structure  was  published  upwards,  we  believe,  of  forty  years  ago;  and  has 
continued  to  be  regarded  as  the  text-book  on  morbid  anatomy  to  this 
day.  Mr.  Wardrop,  apparently  satisfied  with  this  fact,  seems  content  te 
let  the  present  edition  stand  on  the  sole  ground  of  intrinsic  value ;  there 
is  no  editorial  preface,  no  deprecatory  remarks,  no  necessary  reasons  for 
its  publication,  no  assumed  humility  in  associating  his  own  professional 
observations  with  the  valuable  contributions  made  to  science  by  BaiUie 
— ^he  dashes  at  once  into  the  performance  of  his  self-assigned  task,  and 
allows  the  reader  to  take  him  as  he  finds  him. 

In  addition  to  the  important  contributions  to  Medici^  Science  made 
by  Dr.Baillie,  Mr.  Wardrop  has  superadded  some  valuable^'  Preliminary 
Observations  on  Diseased  Structures,"  and  interspersed  in  the  body  of  the 
work  a  considerable  number  of  pathological  facts  which  have  occurred  in 
his  own  very  extensive  practice. 

To  the  medical  practitioner,  this  edition  will  prove  a  most  valua- 
ble  acquisition ;  in  conducting  post-mortem  examinations,  a  reference  to 
its  pages  will  be  attended  with  great  advantage ;  while  an  attentive  exa- 
mination  of  the  facts  detailed,  and  the  symptoms  recorded,  cannot  but 
assist  him  most  materially  in  forming  a  correct  prognosis  in  living  cases 
of  considerable  obscurity.  We  thank  and  compliment  Mr  Wardrop  very 
cordially  for  the  service  he  has  done  the  profession,  in  presenting  it  with 
so  excellent  a  work. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Eye  ;  by  J.  H.  Curtis,  Esq.  * 

The  high  and  deserved  reputation  which  Mr.  Curtis  has  attained  as  an 
oculist  and  aurist,  secures  for  his  opinions  general  attention  and  respect 
I  his  Treatise  reached  our  hands  at  the  very  eleventh  hour,  so  that  with 
every  disposition  to  give  to  it  the  careful  examination  it  demands,  we  are 
compelled  to  defer  to  a  succeeding  number  a  more  ekborate  noUce  than 
we  can  give  in  the  present.  There  is,  however,  in  the  title-page,  an  an- 
nouncement too  attractive  to  aUow  us  to  dismiss  his  book  so  hastily  as 
else  we  might  have  been  induced  to  do,  namely,  ^'a  new  mode  of  curing 
cataract  without  an  operation,"  and  we  subjoin  the  disclosure  in  his  own 
words. 

.J'Ai  ".."***»«f' y  thoroughly  to  examine  the  eye,  and  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  disease  is  actuaUy  cataract,  as  it  is  often  a  matter  of  conaidera- 
ble  difficulty  to  determine  whether  the  cataract  is  spuriout  or  not.  In 
all  cases  of  incipient  cataracts,  I  should  recommend  occasionally  a  mode, 
rale  abstraction  of  blood  from  behind  the  ears,  which  should  be  kept 
open  some  weeks  with  the  ointment  prescribed  below  [half  an  ounce 
of  savine  cerate  to  two  drachms  of  simple  ointment]  care  to  be  taken  that 
the  blisters  are  not  too  large.  Alteratives  and  aperients  may  be  given, 
and  sedative  lotions  applied  to  the  eyes,  with  now  and  then  warm  fomen- 
tations  of  poppies. 

'*  After  the  chronic  inflammation  is  subdued  by  these  remedies,  the  ca- 
taract is  to  he  touched  every  morning  with  a  solution  of  the  potassa  cum 
caice  heginniRg  with  a  weak  solution,  and  increasing  it  graduaUy.  It 
should  be  applied  with  a  camel  hair  pencil ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  that 
the  dissipation  of  cataract  depends  much  on  the  way  in  which  it  is  ap- 
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plied.  The  eyelids  must  be  kept  open  during  its  application^  and  the 
centre  of  the  cataract  alone  be  touched^  otherwise  part  of  the  caustic 
will  adhere  to  the  eyelids,  and  occasion  unnecessary  pain,  besides  defeat- 
ing the  object  in  view.  Great  care  should  also  be  taken  to  use  only  one 
brush  for  each  patient ;  much  mischief  having  arisen  from  practitioners 
not  being  particular  in  this  respect,  but  using  the  same  brush  for  all 
patients  indiscriminately.  In  the  incipient  stage  of  cataract,  I  am  con- 
fident, much  good  may  be  done,  and  a  cure  effected  ;  but  when  the  disease 
is  become  confirmed,  and  the  patient  is  old  and  feeble,  there  is  little  to 
be  expected,  and  the  risk  of  an  operation  had  better  always  be  avoided. 
For  should  inflammation  take  place  after  an  operation,  which  in  many 
instances  it  does,  and  cannot  be  subdued,  it  is  sure  to  prove  fatal. 


A  DiGTioNAitT  OF  PRACTICAL  Medioine.  By  James  Copland.  Part 
I.  Longman  &  Co. — Our  admiration  of  this  work,  as  a  composition  of 
practical  utility,  is  lost  in  the  consideration  of  the  Herculean  task  which 
Dr.  Copland  has  achieved ;  it  is  one  of  the  most  imposing  and  success- 
ful efforts  of  human  industry  and  research  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of 
medical  literature.  The  labour,  the  patience,  the  unwearied  diligence, 
which  the  learned  author  must  have,  for  years,  bestowed  upon  the  col- 
lection of  the  vast  mass  of  materials  brought  together,  for  the  due 
accomplishment  of  this  great  undertaking,  is  equaUed  only  by  the  skill 
with  which  they  have  been  made  profitably  available;  by  the  capital 
arrangement  displayed  in  each  article  ;  and  by  the  discriminating  judg. 
ment  and  profound  learning  exhibited  by  him  in  the  treatment  of  every 
subject. 

Upon  one  alone,  the  Brain,  there  are  quoted  nearly  three  hundreid 
authorities,  German,  French,  Italian,  Latin,  and  English,  enumerated 
in  all  the  perspicuity  of  volume,  chapter,  and  page  ;  the  patience  of  the 
investigation,  the  sound  judgment  thus  evinced  in  the  separation  of  the 
peck  of  dross  from  the  grain  of  pure  metal,  must  have  been  immense ; 
and  entitles  the  compiler  to  the  respect  and  admiration  of  every  member 
of  society,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  Copland  has  wisely  apportioned  to  each  subject  the  precise  degree 
of  consideration  which  its  comparative  importance  demands ;  he  writes 
as  though  he  had  not  a  useless  line  to  throw  away ;  his  language  is  a 
happy,  clear,  and  nervous  exposition  offsets ;  there  is  no  ''  show"  writings 
no  holyday  tinsel,  no  bending  the  matter  to  the  manner ;  every  word 
tells,  and  is  to  the  point.  He  speaks  as  a  man  who  has  made  himself 
thoroughly  master  of  a  question  viewed  in  all  its  bearings  ;  and  declares, 
in  simple,  but  impressive  terms,  whatever  is  worthy  to  be  known  of  it, 
and  no  more. 

But  taking  the  work  as  we  find  it,  as  the  production  of  one  una- 
sisted  hand,  or  the  combined  labour  of  forty,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  the 
most  useful  and  excellent  Medical  Dictionary  ever  published  in  this 
country ;  superior  to  any  in  our  own  language,  and  ranking  second  to 
none  in  any  other.  To  the  Practitioner  it  will,  when  completed,  be  in- 
valuable ;  indeed  no  professional  library  will  be  complete  without  it :  to 
the  medical  student  it  will  be  a  treasure  of  inestimable  price ;  and  we 
strongly  and  sincerely  recommend  it  as  his  best  companion  and  guide, 
containing  a  body  of  vast  practical  information  collected  from  an  infinity 
pf  sources,  and  compressed  into  a  compass  well  adapted  to  facilitate  his 
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present  Btudiea  in  pathology  and  therapeutics,  and  for  after-life 
■  reference. 

The  preeent  number  contains  the  first  part  of  an  Appendix  of  mmwalj 

ire  hundred  valuable  formulsB. 


In  LoNPON^  Huix,  and  Edinburgh,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  keep 
public  feeling  alive  to  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  Poland,  by  the  issue 
of  small  periodicals.  The  attempt  is  laudable ;  and,  though  we  cannot 
think  it  particularly  necessary,  we  heartily  approve  it.  We  would  like 
to  see  small  periodicals  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  the  wrongs  and  suf. 
ferings  of  Ireland,  and  of  every  country  where  there  are  wrongs  to  be 
redressed,  or  sufferings  to  bo  alleviated.  In  Britain,  for  almost  forty 
years,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
The  passing  generation  caught  the  generous  impulse  from  the  lyre  or 
the  lips  of  Campbell ;  and  the  same  tones  and  accents  are  still  breathing 
inspiration  to  the  coming  race  of  Britons.  The  cause  of  Poland  is  aL. 
most  the  only  one  upon  which  the  Nation  is  unanimous^  and  ready  to 
kindle  into  enthusiasm,  if  any  occasion  were  manifested  for  the  di^lay 
of  such  noble  feelings. 


•»•  The  lateness  in  the  month  at  which  Mn.  Gore*t  Polish  Taixs  have  readied 
EdinbuiYh,  pievents  iia  ftvm  noticing  them  at  all  till  we  have  space  to  do  eo  in  the 
manner  to  which  our  feeling  of  their  high  degree  of  exoeUenoe  entitles  them.  This 
lemains  ooe  of  the  most  inyiting  of  oar  present  critical  offices.  The  Poei$  have  beqi 
Rpringing  so  fiist  of  late,  that  they  have  got  entirely  a-head  of  us.  Bat  *<  The  Merrie 
Mertie  Month  t^  May"  is  the  prescribed  season  for  the  OenUe  Art 
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Findbk's  Gallery  of  the  Graces.    Parts  IL  and  III.   Tilt,  London. 

— A  vision  of  angelic  spirits  !  fair,  serene,  and  gentle  as  the  thoughU  of 
the  holy  on  a  summer's  eve.  Nameless  they  come  upon  us,  these  delicate 
creatures ;  great  in  their  beauty,  lustrous  in  their  purity,  and  robed  all 
In  the  shadowy  charms  of  mystery.  The  images  of  living  earth-born 
beings,  it  is  said  they  are !  On  what  blessed  spot  of  this  green  world  do 
they  move  ?  In  what  amaranthine  bowers  sojourn  they  ?  Where,  where 
is  their  sunny  dwelling  ?  Is  it  indeed  so  ?  Hath  clay.clad  humanity  In 
verity  communed  with  them ;  the  gross  eye  of  man  in  truth  beheld  them 
in  the  reality  of  mortal  coil  ?  Happy  Mr.  Wright,  thrice  happy  Mr. 
Boxall,  many.tfanes  blessed  Mr.  Stone!  [would  that  your  respective 
patronymics  were  something  more  euphonious.]  We  dare  almost  doubt, 
for  the  doubt  is  sanctified  by  the  marvel :  yet  measureless  credence  do 
ye  all  command  ;  for  who  having  feasted  on  the  delirium  of  such  match- 
less manifestations  of  celestial,  seventh-heaven  brightness,  could  pdlute 
his  pencil  by  limning  a  lie,  or  his  lips  by  the  utterance  thereof. 

A  little  more  raving,  and  we  shall  be  calm. 

It  cannot  be  that  the  iced  blood  of  age  has  been  thawed  in  our  boflom 
at  the  sight  of  these  beautiful  faces :  w&4ir9  old  and  pasaionlesfl :  the 
fairness  of  woman  has  ceased  to  move  us^/iff  the  emotioiis  kindled  by 
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maiden-love,  we  have  but  dim  remembraace, — to  the  thrill  of  eartUv 
ardour  long  ago  callous.  Nay,  we  doubt  if  the  sanguiferous  fluid  which 
now  creeps  so  soberly  through  our  veins,  were  to  be  pumped  again  from 
the  heart  with  all  the  velocity  of  some  forty  summers  since,  we  should 
luxuriate  on  the  exuberant  loveliness  of  this  chaste  "  gallery"  with  other 
than  the  same  reverential  feeling  that  now  pervades  us.  They  seem  all  so 
like  what  womankind  should  be,  rather  than  what  we  ever  found  it — (and 
yet,  O  !  with  what  wild  and  reckless  vehemence  have  we  not  loved  in  the 
days  of  other  years !) — so  meek,  so  feminine,  so  full  of  soul,  so  unsullied, 
and  of  such  unmingled  chasteness !  fair,  divinely  fair,  and  clothed  in 
poetry  as  with  a  garment, — that  we  contemplate  them  as  embodied  en- 
tities, whom  to  look  upon  with  the  grovelling  passions  of  humanity  were 
a  deed  of  grievous  wrong. 

Bear  with  us  yet  awhile  in  this  our  rhapsody.  Look  upon  that  face 
[plate  seventh]  bending  o'er  the  legend  that  endiaineth  her  gentle  spirit, 
reading 

^^  As  angels  read  the  leaves  of  fate  in  heaven ; 

Unstainkl  themaelves,  yet  weeping  for  the  stain 

That  dims  the  spirits  of  a  darker  birth  ;** 
and  say  if  she  be  not  a  seraph,  and  our  rhapsody  forgiveable  ? 

But  tame  we  our  extravagance.  Mental  intoxication  is  scarcely  less 
naughty  than  physical. 

It  were  a  matter  of  precautionary  prudence  that  no  true  critic  should, 
in  these  days,  or  ever  after,  be  surprised  at  what  art  ean  accomplish. 
Hertofore  he  may  have  been  somewhat  justified  in  the  indulgence  and 
the  expression  of  occasional  astonishment ;  but  the  handiwork  of  genius 
has  so  astoundingly  thriven  of  late,  that  what  its  future  progress  shall 
be,  none  may  determine,  and  few  would  hazard  a  prophecy  upon.  We 
well  remember,  some  score  or  so  of  moons  since,  to  have  pronounced  a 
very  sagacious  opinion,  (as  we  then  thought,)  that  the  dexterity  of  arti- 
ficers on  copper  had  necessarily  reached  its  maximum,^the  point  be- 
yond which  further  advance  was,  if  not  impossible,  vastly  improbable. 
Short-sighted  prognosticator !  Week  after  week,  thence  downwards  to 
the  present,  has  given  subsequent  birth  to  some  novel  production  sur- 
passing all  others  in  richness  and  beauty,  as  though  it  were  in  very 
mockery  of  our  predication.  We  are  made  wise,  however.  No  move  shall 
we  set  a  limit  to  the  achievements  of  the  burin,  or  take  the  existing 
masterstroke  of  art  as  the  foretokener  of  incipient  declension.  We  wiU 
look, — wiU  calmly  admire, — ^give  praise — and  put  our  astonishment  in 
our  pockets,  lest  we  be  again  made  to  blush  by  the  stinging  derision  of 
a  merry  world. 

The  six  portraits  in  the  two  numbers  before  us,  sufiiciently  illustrate 
the  intention  of  the  publisher  to  support  the  reputation  which  the  first 
part  acquired.  This  is  creditable  to  himself,  and  good  news  for  us,  (the 
public  !)  but  all  we  fear  is  the  exhausHblt  nature  of  the  source  of  this 
stream  of  female  loveliness,  inasmuch  as  (and  we  cannot  disguise  the 
fact)  homely  folks  are  mortally  more  rife  than  beauty ;  and,  boundless 
as  Mr.  Tilt  may  take  the  charms  of  women  to  be,  a  period  will  arrive, 
before  he  is  sensible  of  its  approach,  when  the  lack  of  material  will  check 
suddenly  the  brilliant  career  of  his  employis. 

From  the  time  of  that  celebrated  Gudeman  who  kissed  his  cow,  down 
to  the  present  hour,  there  has  been  no  accounting  for  tastes;  consequently 
those  portraits  which  we  would  select  as  the  most  fascinating,  according 
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to  our  own  peculiar,  perhaps  erroneous^  notions,  it  is  very  probable 
might  be  deemed  by  others  less  enchanting  than  we  consider  them.  Be 
it  80  ;  we  shall,  nevertheless,  particularize  the  two  or  three  which  rank 
especially  high  in  our  admiration. 

And  first,  plate  5,  of  part  the  second, — she,  that  pattern  of  excelling 
virtue,  whose  bright  and  upraised  eyes  are  fixed  upon 

« the  bright  aud  starry  bands 

That  shine  on  heaven**  paih.way  of  the  skies  ;** 
a  virgin  nun,  a  mould  of  earthly  beauty,  enshrining  a  soul  yearning  for  a 
more  celestial  abiding-place  ;  her  loveliness  is  a  text  for  an  hour's  de« 
lightful  sermuniziVig ;  but  we  spare  it,  supremely  beautiful  she  is ! 

Now  turn  to  plate  9,  part  the  third, — ^innocence,  unspotted  innocence, 
musing  on  music — '^  the  song  of  y ester-eve." 

<<  Unheard  before— and  yet  it  took 

An  old  familiar  tone ; 

As  strangper-eyes  wear,  oft,  a  look 

Of  eyes  that  we  have  known 

In  some  forgotten  time  and  place ; 

And  light,  with  sudien  spell, 

Some  darkened  thought,  some  shadowy  trace, 

Whose  silent  and  mysterious  grace, 

The  heart  remembers  welL** 
Is  she  not  a  dainty  being  ? 

Now  turn  to  plate  7,  part  the  third, — to  her,  of  whom  we  have  before 
spoken,  blooming  in  that 

'<  -—^  young  sweet  season  when  the  heart,  as  yet, 
Is  but  a  ttuderU  in  the  lore  of  sighs ; 
Ere  years  have  mads  the  spirit  wise,  or  set 
Their  crowns  of  anguish  o*er  the  darken*d  eyes.* 
These  are  our  favourites ;  we  leave  the  other  three  for  public  conten- 
tion. 

Prosper  thou,  O  gallery,  goodly  and  most  glorious ! 

FiKDEK*8    Landscape    Illustba-  mirers  of  Byron,  and  who  place  not  his 

TiOKS  OF  Btrok. — Part  12.     Appen-  productions  in  their  libraries  for  fashlon^s 

dix  to  the  first  8  Parts.     Murray,  Tilt  —  sake  alone.     Indeed,  the  one  is  a  necessary 

We  have  all  along  thought  that  the  publt-  adjunct  to  the  other,  an  itinerary  without 

cation  of  these  illustrations  forms  quite  an  which  half  his  beauties  would  lie  hidden, 

epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Fine  Arts  of  The  contents  of  this  twelfth  part  are 

this  country ;  and  the  expression  of  this  Cintra,  Yanina,  the  Gulf  of  Spezzia,  the 

opinion  must  not  be  taken  for  the  praise  Bay  of  Naples,  and  Florence — ^by  Stanfield 

of  adulation,  though  it  looks  very  like  it.  and  Harding,   after  sketches  by  several 

We  have  only  to  refer  to  each  number  as  amateur  artists ;  a  view,  by  Stanfield,  of 

it  has  issued  from  the  press,  and  ask  if  any  San'Georgio  Maggiore ;  and  a  portrait  of 

similar  publication,  so  full  of  excellence.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  after  Newton*s  original, 

so  varied  in  beauty,  so  unrivalled  in  me-  in  the  possession  of  Mr  Murray.    Yanina, 

rit,  ever  previously  appeared.    We  are  with  the  palace  of  Ali  Pacha,  and  the  Gulf 

fully  borne  out  in  the  assertion,  that,  as  a  of  Spezzia,  with  the  castle  near  Sarzana, 

pictorial  periodical,  it  stands  alone ;  for  no  are  two  beautiful  engravings ;  but  the 

other  ever  approached  it  in  those  quali-  Cintra  of  Stanfield  is  exquisite.     This 

ties  of  richness,  usefulness,  and  cheapness  village^  distant  about  fifteen  miles  from 

which  have  raised  it  to  such  an  extent  of  filthy  Lisbon,  is  described  by  Southey  as 

popula  rity.  being  «  more  beautiful  than  sublime— more 

It  would  be  too  much,  perhaps,  to  say,  grotesque  than  beautiful ;  yet  I  never  (he 

that  its  circulation  is  equal  to  that  of  the  says)  beheld  scenery  more  calculated  to  fill 

published  works  of  the  noble  author;  but  the  mind  with  admiration  and  delight** 

it  is  not  too  much  to  affirm,  that  these  il-  Every  traveller  has  been  struck  with  its 

lustrations  will  be  in  the  possession  of  all  singular  beauty,  and  each  has'  tried  his 

those  who  are  the  real  and  unaffected  ad-  hand  at  a  description  of  it ;  but  Byron 
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aeems  to  suih  up,  in  nine  felicitous  lines,  We  are  not  to  glance  at  a  sweet  fiice, 
all  that  can  be  said  of  iu  extraordinary  murmur  out  «  Rebecca  !**  or  some  other 
character—  immortalized  name,  and  turn  in  a  twink- 

..  rrv*  i^«M  ^•.-  K-  f«»«ii.»  n»n.^»  ...«««n'd  ^^K  *<>  *^«  ««**•  That  wcFe  the  action  of 
'*  The  bornd  cragt*  dj  toppling  convent  crown  a*  »         _ii  .  i       jai.au       uai  ¥*  i- 

The oork.tie« bow  tbatdotbe tbe ihaggy  steep,  the  superficial  and  the  thoughtless.     It  is 

The  mount«in.moM,byaoorchlngakiet embrown  d,  in  contemplating  them  with  a  half-dosed 

Tbe  sunken  glen,  whoMiunleMsbrutM  mint  weep,  .      mind  naaaiv»  to  the  workinm 

The  tender  asure  of  the  unruffled  deep,  ^Y^  ^^^  *  "*;°*  passire  to  ine  woriungB 

The  orange  tinto  that  gild  the  greenect  boogh,  of  memory,  that  we  can  see  them  as  they 

The  torrents  that  from  cjlff  to  valley  l«ip,  ought  to  be  seen.     By  this  means  we  again 

The  rlne  on  high,  the  wUlow-brancn  bdow,  *,                av                     u            ^  _jI-.^« 

Mix-d  in  onemiibty  scene,  with  varied  ^uty  conjure  up  the  scenes  whose  record  once 

glow."  moyed  us  so  strongly,  and  in  five  short 

The  drawing  of  Mr.  Stanfield  does  not  minutes  retrace  a  tale  which  occupied  as 

impair  the  image  impressed  on  the  mind  many  hours,— joyous  houiv—in  the  ori- 

by  this  yivid  description,— praise  of  no  t^^^  perusaL 

mean  amount.  Now  here  is  part  the  fourth,  with 
The  «  Appendix,"  just  published,  is  in  Edith  Bellenden,  Isabel  Vere,  Julia  Man- 
exceUent  keeping  with  the  « Illustrations."  aering,  and  Rebecca,  all  goodly  faces  and 
It  is  a  thick,  and  handsomely  printed  vo-  various  in  beauty,  according  to  the  taste 
lume^  embellished  with  a  new  and  finely  »f  t^e  beholder ;  go,  most  genUe  and  lady- 
engraved  frontispiece,  (of  Gibraltar,)  by  lov»n«  «ader,  and  apply  our  suggestion. 
Turner,  and  vignette  title-page,  (Ville-  Take  these  portraits,  and,  shutting  the 
neuve,)  by  Stanfield  ;  and  contains  an  ac-  «y»  ^^^^^7  mind  to  aU  other  external  and 
count  of  the  subjects  of  the  engravings,  extraneous  objects,  draw  largely  on  thy 
edited  by  Mr.  Brockedon,  a  most  accom-  welUtored  memory;  and  if  thou  dost  not 
plished  man,  and  well  qualified  for  the  ^^^^  *  many-times  multiplied  gratifica- 
Ig^l^,  tion  finom  this  plan  of  study,  be  assured 

We  trembled,  on  hearing  its  announce-  *»»«  ft™!*  ^^^  ^^^  thyself  and  not  with 

ment,  lest  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a  dead  ^s ! 

weight  upon  the  iUustrationsr-an  effort  Landscape  Illustratioks  or  Scott. 
of  the  book-making  art,  which  might  have  Na  14.  Chapman  and  Hall— Julia  Man- 
been  weU  let  alone;  but  we  were  most  nering  and  Rebecca,  are  the  portraits  given 
agreeably  disappointed.  The  plan  and  »»  '^«  number.  The  views  are  first  the 
arrangement  are  well  conceived,  and  most  Fn*^  o^  Cumberbind,  with  all  the  fresh- 
ably  executed.  Those  portions  of  the  ness  of  the  morning  on  it,  by  Copley  Field- 
poems  allusive  to  the  drawings  are  first  »»« 5  the  <  fair  town  of  Warwick'  from 
given;  followed  by  elaborate  extracts  from  ^^^  Kenilworth  road,  a  bold  and  clever 
a  variety  of  modem  works  of  celebrity,  drawing  by  Constable  (whose  productions 
and  by  original  and  interesting  comments  m>g^*  <»"»«  mow  frequently  before  the 
by  the  editor,  fully  descripUve  of  the  glo-  P«Wic  eye  with  profit  and  satisfaction  to 
nous  objects  that  engaged  the  noble  poet's  »"  ?"*>««  0  «nd  lastly,  Warwick  Castle, 
muse ;  forming  in  itself  a  historical  work  *  *>«*  ^*i«^  monument  of  ancientand  chi- 
of  great  literary  attraction,  independently  ▼»!«>«■  splendour,  which  yet  remains  un- 
of  the  -iUustrations.  As  a  specimen  of  inj««d  by  time,'  from  the  porie-feuiUe  of 
typographical  art,  it  is  splendid  J  of  cheap  George  Barrett.  No.  14.  is  a  worthy 
printing,  it  is  surprising.  companion  to  iu  predecessors. 

We  suggest  to  the  Editor  the  expediency        Memorials  or  Oxford.    No.  5 — 

of  supplying  an  index  to  these  appendices.  Tl>«  west  front  of  Magdalen  College,  and 

It  would  be  found  very  convenient  *^e  »"»«  College  from  the  Bridge,  are  the 

The  Waverlet  PoRtRAiTS.  Part  4.  ^*«w  which  accompany  the  present  num- 

Chapman  and  Hall ^Nothing  can  more  ^^  ^^ ^^^  thriving  publication;  they  are 

surely  indicate  the  mighty  power  of  the  ^^^  ™<»'  highly  finished  of  all  that  have 
Great  Magician  thanthe  world  of  thought  !«*  »PP«Mcd>  and  bespeak  a  favourable 
that  rises  in  the  mind  upon  the  mere  men-  interpretation  of  the  spirit  of  the  publisher, 
tion  of  the  names  of  those  whom  his  pen-  *J>«  ^l«nt  of  the  artists,  and  the  judgment 
cU  pourtrayed.  The  events  with  which  ^  *h«  •**«<>"••  To  a  work  so  peculiarly 
each  of  his  charactere  is  associated,  come  addressed  to  the  more  patrician  part  of  the 
again  as  clearly  before  us  as  though  the  community,  so  well  conducted  and  so  de- 
recording  narrative  were  beneath  the  eye.  serving  of  patronage^  we  are  surprised  at 
Half  our  delight  in  looking  on  these  illua-  ^®  plebeian  price  attached, 
tntive  portraits  is  in  dimly  identifying  the  Major's  Cabinet  Gallery.— -We 
images,  thus  drawn  by  a  fertile  fiincy,  have  now  got  to  the  VII.  Na,  which  with 
with  the  circumstances  in  which  we  find  us  is  an  especial  &vourite.  Two  of  the 
the  fair  original  involved, — her  relation  engravings  are  landscapes ;  the  first  is  by 
to  the  history  his  spirit-stirring  pen  has  Jacob  Ruysdall,  an  artist  who  combines 
chronicled.     This  is  a  hint  worth  having,  something  of  the  delicacy  of  Italian  imagi- 
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afttioA  with  the  triitb  of  the  Dutch  ichool  iny  that  ample  notice  which    they  wrU 

of  paintinf .  It  ii  a  tweetly-toned  and  lovel  j  dewnr^  * 

compoiition,  delineating  a  Dutch  hamlet  From  a  haety  glance  at  the  Big:ht^icvt 

at  the  hour  of  nin-riie ;  and  eonreyin^  the  contained  in  them,  we  think  moat  fikvoar- 

moat  daUdooi  and  aoothing  impremioni  of  ahly  of  the  work.    The  drawinfs,  ao  frr 

the  repoee^  purity,  and  eerene  content  of  all  as  tbey  p>,  are  accurate  portraita;  the 

ita  <^  gentle  people.**    8U  Martm  dividing  engrayinft  (on  ateel)  by  Meair^  Tinfle 

hU  eioak,  from  a  painting  by  Rnbene,  If  and  Winkle%(droll  names,)  are  very  derer; 

powerful  in  fTOupiiig  and  ezprenion,  and  the  price  almost  within  pauper  compaaa. 

beautiful  in  some  of  the  details ;  and  the  The  publishers,  from  haring  appended 

last  engraying  is  from  a  landscape  of  Ga^  letter-press  descriptions  in  the  French  and 

per  Poussln.    It  represents  a  bold  moun-  German,  as  well  as  the  English  lanfuagr, 

tain  scene,  rocky  peaks  piercing  the  sky,  seem  to  infer  a  tolerably  extended  circuU- 

the  Baron*s  castle  on  its  projecting  rock,  tion  for  the  work.     It  certainly  jostiics 

and  the  couTent  on  its  upline  eminence  ;  the  expectation :  and  we  hope  it  may  be 

the  waters  of  a  broad  stream  spreading  realized. 

their  translucent  bosom  amid  sy  Wan  wrecks     .^ , . 

and  rich  h^bage,  in  contrast  with  the  sur.  ,            pubHction  rdsUng  to  the  Ftae  Arts 

rounding  shaggy  wildneas  of  the  landscape,  ahonid  be  iCTt  to  our  agmts  la  London, 


Toinil.KSOH*8  Views  OV  thk  Thakeb.     BlmplUn  and  Manbsll,  before  the  lath  of  «.» 

NosL  I  and  2.— These  numben  wero  for-    ^Vto  STSirtrf  ttTaJSi^ 
warded  too  late  in  the  month  for  receir.    on  ell. 


MUSIC. 

The  Lixbek  Tree.      Written  and  companion;  it  will  not  probably  be  of 

composed    by   Johk    BAKirETT.^Tlie  equal  celebrity.    We  recommend  this  little 

general  sweetness  of  Mr.  Barnett*s  oompo-  catch  to  our  musical  fnend;?,  however, 

sitions  has  made  his  name  so  popular,  who  will  uot  be  displeased  at  our  ^tow- 

that  its  mere  inscription  on  a  title  page  of  able  notice. 

music  is  a  sun  guarantee  of  something        The  Chix.d&ek*8  Choice  awd  Pa- 

good.    The  Linden  Tree  is  one  of  those  aent*s  Advice  :    The  words  from  the 

pretty  lore  songs,  all  about  stars,  guitars,  Peael  Akvuai.  ;  the  music  arranged  by 

truth,  and  trysting,  that  win  their  ready  R-  Andrews,  London,  NotcUo. — ^This 

way  into  the  hearts  of  all  true  believers,  little  trifle  consists  of  five  very  choice  sub- 

young,   fresh,   and    fhithftil,   who  have  jects  from  Moiart,  Rossini,  and  Winter, 

«  soul  **  to  conceive^  voice  to  give  exprea-  arranged  in  a  familiar  style  for  three  voices, 

sion,  and  pianos  to  assut  it  The  melodies  are  so  perfectly  arioto  in 

I  SAW  her  at  the  Paxct  Fair—  their  character,  that  ttie  youngest  vo- 
That  Loyelt  Giri..»-The  Red  Ro-  calists,  if  at  all  gifted  with  muaical  ears, 
TER*8  SoKG—- The  poetry  of  these  pretty  will  easily  sinf  them,  not  only  to  the  do- 
little  ballads  is  by  Mr.  E.  Smith :  the  music  light  of  doating  mamas  and  grand-mamas, 
ofthelastbytheChevalierNeukom,of  the  but  to  their  own  edification  and  amuse* 
two  former  by  Mr.  Barnett.  We  can  add  ment.  The  words  are  pretty,  and  quite 
little  to  the  popularity]of  the  first ;  it  is  a  intelligible  to  a  very  juTenile  capacity.  We 
great  favourite,  and  has  attained  a  large  cir-  have  seldom,  indeed,  met  with  a  piece  of 
eolation. «  That  Lovely  Giri,**  is  very  pretty,  composition  haying  more  of  the  tUiie  ei 
very  simple,  and  very  chaste,  though  pos-  dulce  in  its  whole  design,  or  better  fitted 
sessing  less  «  character"  as  a  oompoaition  to  make  little  boys  and  girls  become  early 
than  the  first,  to  which  it  is  intended  aa  a  proselytes  to  the  charms  of  music. 
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GREAT  BRITAIK.  held,  or  when  the  hands  of  the  Govem- 

The  business  of  Parliament  has  been  ment  are  to  be  strengthened  for  the  coer- 

almost  entirely  confined  to  Irish  aflbirs  cion  of  the  people. 

during  the-mojith.  The  bill  for  placing  The  House  of  Commons  has  also,  dur- 
Ireland  under  martial  law,  for  such  will  ing  the  month,  been  almost  exclusively 
in  reality  be  its  effect,  like  all  measures  occupied  with  Irish  affairs.  The  debates 
for  enabling  the  executive  government  to  have  been  protracted  to  an  imusual  length, 
trample  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  were  distinguished  by  much  ability 
passed  the  House  of  Lords  with  indecent  and  talent.  On  the  19th  February,  Mr. 
haste,  and  almo;it  without  a  discussion  of  Stanley  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
its  oppressive  provisions.  That  House  for  the  amendment  of  Grand  Juries  in 
has  no  sympathy  with  the  people,  other.  Ireland.  These  Grand  Juries  have  very 
ivise  a  measure,  which  invests  the  Whig  extensive  powers  committed  to  them,  and 
Ministry  with  greater  powers  of  coercion  gross  abuses  in  their  execution  have  been 
than  any  Government,  sinte  the  Revolu-  discovered.  In  addition  to  their  criminal 
tion,  has  ever  possessed,  could  not  have  functions,  the  whole  administi*ation  of  the 
passed  the  House  in  a  single  week.  It  civil  afi^irs  of  the  county  is  intrusted  to 
was  introduced  on  the  15th,  and  read  a  them.  They  fix  the  salaries  of  public 
third  time  and  passed  on  the  22d  of  Fe-  officers,  regulate  prisons  and  houses  of 
bruary.  In  passing  through  the  Com-  correction,  levy  funds  for  the  support  of 
mittee,  a  clause  was,  on  the  suggestion  of  hospitals,  and  make  and  repair  roads  and 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,'  added,  provid-  bridges.  They  also  declare  the  amount 
ing  that  the  sentences  of  Courts-Maitial  of  the  local  taxation  of  the  county ;  and  it 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  is  levied,  under  their  directions,  from  the 
the  approval  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  or  occupiers  of  the  soil.  Their  deliberations 
of  the  I.^rds-JuBtices  in  Ireland  ;  and  an-  are  carried  on  in  private,  every  thing  is 
other,  that  an  officer  of  a  certain  rank  done  in  secrecy,  and  the  whole  system  is 
should  preside  over  Courts-MartiaL  An  favourable  to  corruption.  On  the  18th 
amendment  was  also  agreed  to,  providing  February,  Mr.  Cobbett  took  an  opportu- 
that  the  accused  might  liave  the  benefit  of  nity  of  making  an  elaborate  and  clear  ez- 
counsel,  who  should  be  allowed  to  put  posure  of  the  partiality  and  injustice  of 
questions  to  the  witnesses  directly,  instead  the  Stamp  Laws.  He  proved  that  their 
of  handing  them  up  to  the  President,  and  effect  %vas  to  tax  the  poor  most  unmerci- 
putting  them  after  having  received  his  fully,  while  the  rich  were,  in  a  great  mea- 
aanction.  The  operation  of  the  Bill  is  sure,  permitted  to  escape.  His  speech 
limited  to  the  1st  August,  1834.  On  the  made  a  strong  impression  on  the  House, 
2lBt  Febi-uary,  Earl  Grey  introduced  a  to  whom  the  facts  he  stated  seemed  new, 
Bill  for  changing  the  Venue  in  certain  though  they  have  long  since  been  exposed 
cases  in  IreUud,  either  to  Dublin,  or  to  in  various  publications,  and  especially  in 
an  adjoining  county,  on  the  application  of  this  Magazine.  The  resolution  he  pro- 
the  Attorney-General,  or  of  the  accused,  posed,  that  the  House  would  take  the 
This  bill  proceeded  with  the  same  celerity  matter  into  consideration,  was,  on  the 
as  that  for  putting  down  disturbances  in  recommendation  of  several  independent 
Ireland,  and  was  passed  on  the  28th  of  members,  withdrawn  to  be  brought  for- 
February.  On  the  7th  of  March,  Loi-d  ward  at  a  future  period. 
Brougham  introduced  a  Bill  to  effect  cer-  On  the  22d  February,  a  Committee  was, 
tain  Reforms  in  the  Law,  which  had  been  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Slaney,  appointed  to 
recommended  by  the  common  law  comls-  consider  the  best  means  of  securing  open 
gionen.  Its  main  object  is  the  attainment  places  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  popu- 
of  cheap  and  speedy  justice.  In  this  short  lous  towns,  as  public  walks,  calculated  to 
summary  is  comprised  the  whole  real  promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  in- 
business  transacted  by  the'House  of  Lords  habitants.  The  motion  met  with  general 
since  the  meeting  of  Parliament;  so  that  support ;  and  we  trust  the  investigation  of 
it  seems  resolved  to  prove  that,  as  a  branch  the  Committee  will  quickly  be  attended 
of  the  legislature,  it  is  all  but  useless,  ex-  virith  a  beneficial  result  The  bad  effects 
cept  when  popular  rights  are  to  be  with-  of  confinement  in  large  towns  on  the  health 
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of  the  inhaMtantt  are  well  known ;  and    quate  to  the  suppreeaion  at  these  outragM 
the  open  spaces  in  their  vicinity  are,  by    and  endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  House,  that 
the  encroachments  of  the  higher  classes,  on    the  provisions  of  the  Bill  would  have  the 
the  pretence  of  beautifyiof  the  towns,    desired  effeet     A  dehate,  which  lasted  Ibr 
yearly  becoming  more  limited  in  their    five  days,  ensued ;  when,  by  the  union  of 
number  and  extent.     We  hope,  therefore,    the  Ministerial  and  Conservative  parties^ 
to  see  these  encroachments  checked,  and    the  first  reading  of  the  Bill  was  carried  by 
gardens  and  pleasure  grounds  in  the  neigh-    a  majority  of  466  to  89.     Another  pro- 
bourhood  of  towns  thrown  open  for  the    tnicted  debate  took  place  on  the  motion 
general  use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  not  re-    for  the  second  reading ;  and  its  progress 
served  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  rich  alone,    in  the  Committee  was  so  much  retarded  by 
On  the  same  day  on  which  Mr.  Slaney    the  Opposition,  that   two  evirnings  were 
brought  forward  the  above  motion,  a  dia-    consumed  in  getting  throug^h  the  first  three 
cussion  arose  as  to  the  publication  of  the    clauses.     The  Bill  occasioned  very  general 
Divisionsof  the  House  of  Commons,  which    dissatisfaction,  not  only  throughout  Ire- 
has  hitherto  been  done  in  a  loose  and  in-    land,  but  also  in  England  and  Scotland  ; 
accurate  manner.     The  Honourable  Mem-    and  several  hundred  petitions,  many  of 
bers  did  not,  however,  seem  much  inclined    them  numerously  signed,  were  presented 
to  such  a  measure,  and  the  motion  was    against  it,  while  there  were  only  three  or 
therefore  rejected  by  a  g^reat  majority.    A     four    in    its   ftvour.      Notwithstanding^ 
very  important  change  was  also  made,  in    therefore,  the  declaration  of  Ministers,  that 
the  latter  part  of  February,  on  the  mode    they  would  stand  or  &11  by  the  Bill,  they 
of  transacting  the  business  of  the  House,    made  several  important  modifications  on 
Of  late  years,  the  number  of  petitions  pre-    it  in  Committee.     Thus  it  was  agreed,  that 
sented  has  increased  in  a  very  great  de-    no  officer  should  be  permitted  to  sit  in  a 
gree;  and,  from  the  discussions  which  often    Court-Martial  under  the  rank  of  Captain, 
take  place  on  their  presentment,  they  have    and  also,  that  where  the  number  on  the 
been  found  to  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time,    Court-Martial  did  not  exceed  seven  per- 
and  to  interrupt  public  business.     On  the    sons,  no  verdict  should  be  valid,  unless  at 
motion  of  Lord  Althorp,  a  series  of  resolu-    least  five  out  of  the  seven  agreed  upon  it ; 
tions  was  agreed  to,  providin  g,  that  on  every    and  if  the  Court-Martial  only  consisted  of 
day,  except  Satuiday,  the  House  should    five,  that  then  the  whole  most  be  unani« 
meet  at  twelve,  and  sit  till  three,  for  the  re-    mous ;   and  when  the  number  exceeded 
oeptionofpetitions,  and  for  private  business;    seven,  then  seven  must  agree  in  the  ver- 
that  it  should  then  adjourn  till  five,  when    diet     It  was  farther  conceded,  in  regard 
the  public  business  should  be  taken  up  in    to  domiciliary  visits,  that  when  the  party 
due  course;  that  Committees  should  sit    summoned  answered  by  name,  the  civU 
from  ten  till  five ;  that  a  Committee  should    power  should  not  possess  the  power  of  en- 
be  appointed  to  classify  and  report  on  all    forcing  an  entrance.     Another  alteration 
petitions,  except  such  as  complain  of  undue    which  Ministers  made  is  to  exempt  from 
returns,  or  relate  to  private  business ;  and    trial  by  Courts-Martial  all  those  charged 
that  the  same  Committee  should  have  the    with  political  ofiences,  even  though  com. 
power  to  direct  the  printing  of  the  whole,    mitted  in  a  proclaimed  district     This  im- 
or  such  parts  of  the  petitions  as  they  deemed    portant  modification  has  rendered  the  Bill 
advisable.    These  regulations,  which  have    worthless  in  the  estimation  of  the  Tory 
now  been  in  fuixe  for  several  weeks,  have    party.  The  second  clause^  which  empowers 
been  found  beneficial ;  and  they  will,  in    any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  inflict  a 
all  probability,  l>e  continued.  summary  punishment  on  all  persons  who 

Lord  Althorp  moved  the  first  reading  of  disobeyed  their  orders  to  disperse  ftvm  an 
the  Irish  Disturbances  Bill  on  the  27th  illegal  meeting,  was  so  modified  as  to  leave 
Februai-y.  He  detailed  at  great  length  the  persons  charged  with  such  offences  to 
the  outrages  on  life  and  property,  which  the  ordinary  tribunals, 
had  much  increased  during  the  last  year.  The  small  size  of  the  House  of  Com* 
and  which,  in  the  province  of  Leinster  mons  has  often  been  complained  of.  It 
alone,  had  reached  the  number  of  1513  cannot  conveniently  accommodate  more 
cases  during  the  last  three  months  of  1832.  than  one  half  of  the  members,  and  it  li 
He  dwelt  upon  the  intimidation  of  magia-  therefore  absolutely  necessary  forthepro- 
trates  and  witnesses,  and  in  some  instances  per  management  of  the  business  of  the 
of  Jurors  also.  He  stated  that  a  system  country,  that  it  should  be  enlarged ;  a 
of  organized  depredation  upon  the  property  Committee  has  accordingly,  on  the  mo- 
of  others  was  carried  on  to  an  enormous  tion  of  Mr.  Hume,  been  appointed  to  con- 
extent  Immense  assemblages  of  peasantry  sider  the  matter.  Mr.  E.  Bulwer,  on  the 
traversed  the  country  by  night  and  day,  13th  March,  brought  in  two  bills  relative 
searching  for  arms,  and  imposing  illegal  to  the  drama.  By  the  first,  a  certain 
oaths  upon  all  they  met  He  contended  sum  is  secured  to  the  apthor  of  a  play 
that  the  present  laws  were  utterly  inade-    every  time  that  it  is  acted;  and  by  the 
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other,  the  establishment  and  licencing  of  has.  in  numerous  instances,  been  evinced 

theatiTs  In  and  near  the  metropolis  are  by  constituencies  intrusting  their  petitions 

regulated.     It   is  understood  that  these  to  Parliament  for  presentment,   not  to 

bills  meet  with  the  support  of  Govern-  their  own  members,   but  to  those  whose 

nient.     On  moving  the  second  reading  of  Parliamentary  conduct  shewed  that  they 

the  Irish  Chutxh  Reform   Bill,    on  the  were  the  steady  friends  of  the  people.     It 

14th  of  March,  an  unexpected  obstacle  to  is  now  felt  that,  without  a  shortening  of 

Its  farther  progress  arose.     Mr.  C.  W.  the  duration  of  Parliament,  the  change  in 

Wynn  contended  that  the  measure  was  the  lepresentatiou  will  prove  in  a  great 

introduced  in  a  manner  which  directly  degree  nugatory ;  and  as  such  a  measure 

militated  against  the  standing  orders,  and  is  supported  by  a  great  number  of  the 

that  it  ought  to  have  originated  in  a  Com-  members  themselves,  as  well  as  by  nearly 

mittee  of  the  whole  House,  for  it  imposed  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  the  most 

a  tax,  and  whenever  a  pecuniary  burden  strenuous  exertions  ought  to  be  used  by 

of  any  kind  was  to  be  laid  on  the  people,  every  reformer  for  its  attainment      At 

the  orders  and  practice  of  the  House  re-  present,  the  period  when  the  representa- 

quire  that  it  should  be  discussed  in  a  Com-  tives  must  meet  their  constituents  is  too 

mittee  of  the  whole.     This  view  was  sup-  distant  to  make  much  impression  on  their 

ported  by  the  Conservative  party,  no  doubt,  conduct ;  and  hence  we  &id  that  the  pre* 

with  the  view  of  retarding  the  Bill ;  and  as  sent  Parliament,  instead  of  representing 

it  appeared  that  the  deductions  from  the  the  opinions  of  the  people,  is  little  else 

nlaries  of  the  higher  clergy  for  the  be-  than  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Whigs. 

nefit  of  the  poorer,  were  of  the  nature  of  It  is  evident  that  the  measures  which 

a  tax.  Ministers  were  foVeed  to  postpone  have  been  brought  forward  by  ministers 

the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  till  the  1 8th,  since  the  opening  of  Parliament  have  de. 

a  Committee  being  in  the  meantime  ap-  prived  them  of  a  great  part  of  their  popu- 

pointed  to  search   for  precedents.      The  larity.     This  fact  was  strikingly  shewn 

Lord  Advocate  has  brought  in  a  Bill  to  by  the  result  of  the  election  for  the  City 

regulate  the   Municipal  Constitution   of  of  London,  where  the  Tory  Candidate,  Mr 

Royal  Burghs  in  Scotland,  but  the  details  Lyall,  was  returned  by  a  great  majority 

havebeen  withheld  until  the  Bill  is  brought  over  the  Whig  Candidate,  Alderman  Ve« 

before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House^  nables.     At  the  election  in  December,  the 

Mr.  Loch  has  also  obtained  leave  to  bring  lowest  on  the  list  polled  665  votes  more 

in  a  Bill  to  enable  Scotch  Burghs  toesta-  than  Mr.  Lyall,  but  there  is  no  political 

blish  a  general  System  of  I^olice.  excitement  now  in  favour  of  the  Whigs* 

Having  mentioned  all  the  measures  of  A  Curiency  Club  has  been  formed  in  Lon» 
importance  which  have  been  introduced  don,  at  the  head  of  which  are  Lord  Wes- 
into  either  House  of  Parliament  during  tern  and  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Matthias 
the  month,  we  shall  now  notice  some  in-  Attwood,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
ddental  matters.  It  appears  that  Mini».  Parliamentary  investi^tion  into  the  state 
ten  are  not  prepared  with  any  Bill  for  the  of  the  currency.'  This  club  contains  near- 
introduction  of  Poor  Laws  into  Ireland ;  ly  a  hundred  Members  of  Parliament ; 
but  as  it  is  merely  to  the  application  of  but  Government,  it  is  understood,  refuses 
the  English  system  that  Ministers  are  op-  its  sanction  to  the  wished-for  investigation, 
posed,  we  hope  that  relief  will  be  afforded  It  appears  from  a  statement  made  by  Ijord 
at  no  distant  day  to  the  starving  popula-  Brougham  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
tion  of  Ireland.  Ministers  expect  to  be  the  number  of  schools  and  scholars  in 
able  to  bring  before  Parliament,  in  the  England  has  increased  rapidly  since  1820. 
course  of  the  present  Session,  Bills  for  the  From  inquiries  made  by  his  Lordship,  we 
Reform  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  for  learn  that  in  1818,  there  were  1300  un- 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  West  In-  endo%ve^  schools  in  500  parishes,  educat- 
dies,  but  no  information  to  be  relied  upon  ing  60,000  children ;  in  1820  the  number 
relative  to  these  measures  has  yet  tran-  instructed  was  105,000 ;  and  in  1828,  it 
spired.  had  increased  to  1,030,000  the  number 

The  Reformed  Parliament  differs  much  of  schools  being  32,000.     There  are  still, 

less  from   its  predecessors  than  was  ex-  however,  1600  parishes  in  England  with- 

pected.     The  members  have,  in  many  in-  out  schools.     In  one  of  our  largest  Jails, 

stances,  shewn  a  great  disregard  of  the  out  of  400  prisoners  there  are  200  incap> 

pledges  they  gave  while  candidates,  and  able  of  reading,  and  60  more  can  only  tdl 

tiie  vote  on  Mr.  Hume's  motion  for  the  the  letton*    The  London  University  i» 

abolition  of  military  sinecures,  has  led  to  for  from  being  in  a  flourishing  state.  The 

remonstrances  by  the  constituency,  and  in  capital  received  is  L.  158^000,  and  arrears 

aome  instances,  to  invitations  to  members  -of  instalments  to  the  amount  of  L.5000 

to  resign  their  se^ts.     The  support  also  are  due.  The  expenditure  of  iMt  year  left 

afforded  to  Ministers  on  the  Irish  Coereive  a  haUmce  agaiasi  (he  eatablishmant  of 

iKI],hasgWenmuchdis8atisfoe(ion)Whieh  L.2469y  wMeh  wUI  b*  still  Airtliar  in* 
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creased  at  the  end  of  the  present  Session,  where  the  marriage  was  celebrated,  nor 

A  subscription  of  two  guineas  per  annum  the  name  of  the  husband,  has  yet  been 

has  therefere  been  agreed  to  be  entered  mentioned,  little  credit  is  attached  to  the 

into  by  the  proprietors,  to  relieve  the  pre-  Duchesses  8tati>ment ;  and  the  Carllst  cause 

sent    necessities  of    the  concern.       The  has  received  a  blow  from  which  it  vrill 

greatest  unanimity  now  prevails  among  not  soon  recover.     The  Chambers  have 

the  Professors,  and  the  receipts  fiom  Stu-  hud  under  discussion  the  propriety  of  le- 

dents  are  increasing.     It  has  been  resolv-  galizing  the  marriages  of  Catholic  clergy- 

ed  to  erect  an  hospital.     We  are  sorry  men  after  their  retirement  from  the  per- 

to  announce  the  retirement  of  Lord  Dur-  formance  of  their  holy  functions.     The 

ham  from  the  Cabinet.     The  reason  aa-  Ministry  have  become  rather  unpopular 

signed  is  domestic  distress  and  bad  health ;  with  the  Chambers;  Soult,  in  particular, 

but  there  is  much  ground  to  believe  that  has  rendered  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious 

the  real  reason  is  his  dislike  at  the  recent  to  them.    At  the  date  of  the  last  accounts, 

measures  oi  Ministry,  and  of  the  inclina-  the  trial  of  two  young  men,  charged  with 

tion,  for  some  time  displayed  by  thim,  to  having  fired  at  the  King  on  his  way  to 

coalesce  with  a  portion  of  the  Conserva-  open  the  Chambers,  was  going  on. 

tive  party.     The  retirement  is  a  bad  sign  Holland  and  Belgium. — M.  Dedel, 

of  the  intentions  of  Ministry.  The  people  the  ambasstidor  from  the  Dutch  King,  who 

ought  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  convince  the  is  to  succeed  M.  Van  Zuylen  has  arrived. 

Ministry  that  the  Reform  Acts  were  passed  It  is  understood  that  he  does  itot  bring 

not  in  order  to  keep  them  in  office,  but  any    reasonable    proposition    from     the 

for  the  general  welfare.  Hague ;  and  the  British  and  French  Go- 

IRELAND.  vemments  having  declared  that  they  will 

Numerous  m^tings  have  been  held  in  hold  no  communication  with  the  King  of 

almost  every  part  of  Ireland  to  petition  Holland  until  he  shews  a  more  concili- 

against  the    Irish  Coereion  Bill,  which  atory  disposition,  the  uegociations  are  not 

has  caused  the    utmost  indignation  and  likely  to  make  any  progress  towards  a 

alarm  throughout  the  country.     As  far  settlement.     Accounts  from  Holland  men- 

as  we  have  observed,  only  one  petition  tion,  that  great  preparations  are  making  at 

from  Ireland,  in  its  favour,  has  been  pre-  Rotterdam  and  Dort   to  equip  ships  of 

soited.      This  is  a  remarkable  circum-  war. 

stance,  and  goes  far  to  belie  the  statements  Pohtugal. — Don  Pedro  is  by  all  ac- 

regarding  the  disturbed  state  of  the  coun-  counts  in  a  perilous  situation,  and  it  is  ha 

try.    Indeed,  it  appears  that  at  the  assizes  from  improbable,  that  instead  of  being  the 

there  were  not  more  crimes  than  usual ;  conqueror  of  a  kingdom,  he  may,  at  this 

that    witnesses    and    jurymen   attended  moment,  be  a  refugee  on  board  of  a  Bri- 

without  hesitation ;   and  that  there  was  tish  man-of-war.  Don  MiguePs  army  have 

not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  obtaining  suffered  severely  by  their  long  cantonment, 

convictions.     The  atrocious  measure  for  Disease  has  thinned  their  ranks,  and  much 

placing  the  country  under  martial  law,  discontent  has  been  created  by  the  irregn. 

has  called  from  their  retirement  men  who  lar  manner  in  which  they  receive  their 

do  not  usually  take  any  part  in  public  af-  pay. 

fairs.     The  Earl  of  M  iltotvn,  a  nobleman  Spain. — ^The  Spanish  Liberals  are  form- 

who,  till  lately,  supported  Earl  Grey*s  ad-  iug  themselves  into  a  body  of  Volunteersi, 

ministration,  has  enrolled  himself  in  the '  for  the  defence  of  the  Queen  and  her 

Volunteers ;  and  to  punish  him  for  this  daughter,  against  the  Carlists.     The  old 

act,   the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  dismissed  Royalist  Volunteers  are  disbanded,  in  con- 

him  from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  sequence  of  their  attachment  to  Don  Car- 

A  considerable  run  for  gold  on  the  Banks  los.     Changes  are  also  making  in   the 

of  Kilkenny  and  at  Cork  has  taken  place,  Captains-General  of  the  provinces, 

but  they  have  hitherto  continued  to  pay  okeece. 

all  demands.  Otho,  the  new  king  of  Greece,  has  ar. 

continent.  rived  in  his  dominions,  and  has  issued 

France. — ^The  rumours  regarding  the  a  proclamation  to  his  subjects,  in  which 

pregnancy  of  the  Duchesa  de  Berri,  though  he  declares  his  determination  to  maintain 

indignantly  denied,  both  in  this  country  their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and  to 

and  France,  turn  out  to  be  ti*ue.     The  administer  justice  impartially.     He  also 

Duchess  acknowledged  the  fact  in  a  writ-  exhorts  them  to  abandon  their  animosi- 

ten  communication  to   the  Governor  of  ties,  and  promote  the  internal  welfare  of 

the  Citadel  of  Blaye|,on  the  22d  February,  the  kingdom. 

She  added  that  she  had  been  secretly  mar-  turkey. 

ried  in  Italy ;  but  as  she  has  been  in  A  treaty  of  peace  has  been  concluded 

France  for  upwards  of  ten  months,  her  between  the  Pacha  of  Egypt  and  the  Snl- 

husband  must  have  accompanied  her;  and  tan.     The  terms  of  tlie  treaty  are  not  yet 

at  neither  the  time  when,  nor  the  place  known,   but  little  doubt  is  entertained 
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that  Syria  has  heen  surreridered  to  the  per  cent.    This  bill  has  been  read  a  first 

former.     The  Pacha  had  become  alarmed  and  second  time,  and  has  been  supported 

at  the  great  extent  of  country  oyer  which  by  the  repretentation  for  South  Carolina, 

Ibrahim^s  columns  had  been  spread,  and  so  that  if  it  passes  into  a  law,  the  dispute 

at  the  defenceless  state  in  which  Egypt  will,  in  all  probability,  be  settled.     The 

had  been  left,  which  would  have  been  un-  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 

able  to  offer  any  effectual  resistance  to  tiyes,  appointed  to  investigate  into   the 

the  Russians,  had  they  engaged  in  the  propriety  of  resorting   to  force  against 

quarreL  South  Carolina,  has  reported  that  such  a 

UNITED  BTATES.  Step  would  not  be  advisable,  on  the  ground 

The  dispute  between  South  Carolina  that  the  question  from  which  the  dispute 

and  the  general  government  of  the  United  originated,  applied  to  an  entire  faction  of 

States,  is  likely  to  be  adjusted  without  the  country,  and  not  merely  to  a  single 

bloodshed.     The  new  Tariff  proposed  by  state ;  and  that  therefore  any  application 

the  Government  had  not  beeu  agreed  to  of  force  would,  in  all  probability,  lead  to 

by  Congress ;  but  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  a  conflict  between  the  two  great  sections 

the  leader  of  the  Tariff  party,  has  intro-  of  the  country,  and  might  terminate  in 

duced  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  all  im-  the  destruction  of  the  Union  itself.     Gen- 

post  duties  above  20  per  cent,  to  20  per  eral  Jackson  has  been  re-elected  President 

cent ;  many  articles  at  present  paying  50  by  a  great  majority. 
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March,  1833. 

Ik  the  manufacturing  districts,  much  stopped,  and,  consequently,  this  defalcation 

business  still  continues  to  be  transacted ;  in  the  manufacture  had  rendered  the  fii- 

and  although  profits  are  small,  and  wages  brie  comparatively  scarce,  and,  of  course, 

are  low,  prospects  are  cheering,  compared  tended  to  enhance  the  price,  which,  at  pre- 

with  what  they  have  been  for  several  years  sent,  is  ruinously  low ;  and,  if  any  attempt 

past     The  cotton  and  woollen  trades  are  be  made  to  recommence  work  with  the  forges 

very  brisk.    The  rapid  increase  of  the 'for-  that  have  been  stopped,  the  value  will  be 

mer,  now  the  most  important  branch  of  again  as  much  depressed.    The  advance  is 

our  mann&cturea,  is  remarkable.  In  1781,  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  masters  having 

the  raw  cotton  manufactured  in  Britain,  been  driven  out  of  the  trade  from  sheer 

amounted  only  to  5,000,000  lbs. ;  in  1820,  necessity,  which  has  given  an  impetus  to 

to  147,000,000 lbs.;  in  1830, to 250,000,000  those  who  have  continued,  by  reducing 

lbs.     The  annual  value  is  not  less  than  36  the  competition.     But  foreign  powers  are 

millions  sterling ;  the  wages  paid,  22  mil-  still  endeavouring  to  -oppress  this  branch 

Hods  sterling,  and  it  keeps  in  employ  of  British  industry.     The  Neapolitan  Go- 

1,250,000  persons,  or  25  times  as  many  as  vemment  has  just  laid  on  an  additional 

were  engaged  in  it  50  years  ago.   In  Man-  import  duty  of  L.l   per  ton  upon  all 

Chester  alone,  87j000  persons  are  engaged  British  iron ;  Prussia  is  also  increasing 

in  the  cotton  trade.  her  import  duties  upon  this  commodity,  to 

In  Rochdale  the  flannel  trade  is  still  further  the  views  of  Nonviay  and  Sweden, 

improving,  and  wages,  within  these  three  The  Hanoverian  Councillors  of  William 

months,  have  advanced  10  per  cent. ;  but,  IV.  have  imposed  a  duty  of  L.2,  6s.  per 

after  aU,  the  flannel  weavers*  wages  are  ton   upon  iron  imported  into   Hanover 

only  8s.  6d.  per' week,  nearly  30  per  cent  fh>m  this  country  ;    whilst  they  admit 

lower  than  they  were  in  1824.   The  shawl  Norwegian  and  Swedish  iron  at  L.I  per 

trade  in  Edinburgh  has  been  brisk,  and  a  ton. 

demand  lately  made  by  the  weavers  far  an  Leather  Trade. — The  late  rise  in 
increase  of  wages  was  at  once  complied  with  >the  price  of  leather  is  still  supported ;  but 
by  their  masters.  we  suspect  the  cause  of  the  rise  may  be 
Irok  Trade. — ^This  trade  still  conti-  attributed  to  similar  circumstances  as  those 
nnes  improving,  and  an  additional  advance  which  have  occurred  in  the  iron  trade, 
of  lOs.  per  ton  luis  been  declared  at  tVolver-  Agriculture. — It  was  extremely  for- 
hampton,  but  still  matters  are  not  in  the  tunate  that  the  weather  continued  so  open 
flonriahing  state  which  has  sometimes  been  during  the  winter,  and  permitted  plough- 
represented.  The  real  facts  are,  that,  in  some  ing  and  other  ont-door  operations  to  be 
instances,  iron  has,  within  the  last  few  proceeded  with  much  farther  than- is  usual; 
months,  advanced  L.1  per  ton ;  but  it  was  for  the  wet  weather  which  set  in  about  the 
previooisly  ao  low  that  many  forges  had  been  middle  of  February,  and  which  continued 
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for  a  mmith  w^ith  little  interruption,  has  through  the  counties  of  Edinhurgh,  Had- 
completely  put  a  stop  both  to  ploughing  and  dington  and  Berwick,  we  only  obsenred 
sowing,  except  on  the  driest  lands.  In  one  drain  making;  hedges  are  generally 
consequence,  much  less  Spring  Wheat  and  left  uncut,  and  ditches  uncleared.  The 
Beans  have  been  sown  than  usual,  and  un-  use  of  lime  seems  almost  entirely  giren 
less  the  latter  part  of  March  continue  fair  up.  Farming,  as  at  present  practised,  is 
and  dry,  the  quantity  of  Oats  sown  in  the  art  of  drawing,  with  the  greatest  rapi- 
Scotland  \in\\  be  much  under  the  average,  dity,  the  greatest  returns  fivm  the  soil, 
Winter  Wheats  are  in  general  looking  without  regard  to  after  consequences.  In 
well,  though  in  some  districts  they  hare  a  East  Lothian,  the  native  farmers,  so  much 
blanched  appearance,  from  the  continual  distinguished  for  their  agricultural  skill, 
rains.  Young  Clovers  are  also  promising  are  fut  giving  place  to  a  class  from  the 
In  their  appearance.  From  the  uncertain  more  northern  counties,  who  cultivate  the 
state  of  the  Com  Laws,  speculation  in  soil  in  a  manner  which  cannot  fail  to  de- 
grain  is  completely  at  an  end,  and  the  teriorate  it  quickly.  But  the  landlords, 
prices  of  all  kinds  are  still  slowly  declin-  who  are  in  general  utterly  ignorant  of 
ing.  Feeding  is  likely  to  turn  out  better  agriculture,  look  to  nothing  but  their  rent- 
than  it  has  done  for  some  years  past  The  rolls.  They  are  not  aware  that  the  me- 
retums  of  Potatoes  lately  sent  to  the  Lon-  liorations  of  half  a  century  may  be  un- 
don  market  are  discouraging,  as  they  have  done  in  a  very  few  years ;  and  that  their 
only  brought  8s.  6d.  per  boll,  of  32  stones  ^present  attempts  to  keep  up  their  rent- 
Dutch  weight  The  demand  for  good  rolls  may  soon  prove  ruinous  to  them. 
Horses  is  steady,  but  inferior  animals  The  greatest  despondency  prevails  thiough- 
are  nearly  unsaleable.  In  England,  the  out  the  rural  population ;  and  they  are 
lambing  season  has  been  hith<  .os-  almost  all  looking  to  Canada  as  the  Land 
perous,  and  there  has  been  a  arable  of  Promise.  The  success  which  has  at- 
proportion  of  twins  in  many  fc  jcks."  The  tended  those  who  emigrated  some  years 
rise  in  the  price  of  Wool  hiis  indemnified  ago  has  induced  many  to  follow  them'; 
those  who  hare  kept  it  through  the  win-  and  some  of  the  most  wealthy  and  enter, 
ter.  Notwithstanding  the  depressed  state  prising  of  the  East  Lothian  &rmers  arc 
of  Agriculture,  farms  are  letting  at  high  now  proprietors  of  their  own  estates  on 
rents  ;  but  no  one  can  travel  through  the  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  The  emi- 
agricultnral  counties  of  Scotland  without  gration  this  year  is  likely  to  be  very  ex- 
observing,  that  a  gnat  change  has  of  late  tensive.  Many  of  the  emigrants  are  pcr- 
years  taken  place  in  the  management  of  sons  of  large  capitals,  and  altogether  sn- 
the  soiL  Improvements  of  all  kinds  are  perior  to  those  who  emigrated  some  yean 
discontiiraed.     During  a  ride  of  00  miles  aga 
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THE  BUDGET. 

The  Budget  is  now  before  us.    Thus  we  have  two  examples  of  what 
these  men  can  do ;  for' coercion^  the  Irish  Act !  for  relief^  the  paltry  re- 
ductions !     How  heavy  their  measures  of  severity  !   how  light  their 
measures  of  relief !    With  what  a  rude  hand  they  thrust  aside  the  secu. 
rities  for  liberty  !  with  what  a  tender  hand  they  touch  the  revenue  !  and 
how  they  mince  and  parcel  out  their  petty  reduction  of  taxation.     The 
reduction  of  the  Soap  Duty  is  the  lest  part  of  the  project;  and  Minis- 
ters have  need  of  soap  cheap  to  wash  their  own  dirty  hands.    The  re- 
duction of  the  Assessed  Taxes  will  hardly  be  felt.    The  chief  benefit  of  it 
would  be  to  the  larger  shops,  if  the  landlords  would  allow  the  tenants 
to  pocket  the  advantage,  which  they  will  not ;  for  shops  in  good  situa- 
tions will  always  let  at  the  rate  at  which  they  are  now  held,  and  whatever 
IS  remitted  in  taxes  will  be  raised  in  rent.    The  resolution  not  to  reduce 
the  Newspaper  Stamp   Duties  has  amazed  even  those  who  had  little 
faith  in  the  good  purposes  of  Ministers.    Lord  Althorp  has  been  guilty  of 
the  vilest  perfidy.    He  has,  for  some  months  past,  given  out  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  reduce,  or  wholly  abolish  the  duties.     He  has,  by  these 
pretences,  procured  credit  for  virtuous  dispositions,  and  sufferance,  on 
the  score  of  it,  for  many  faults  which  would  otherwise  have  provoked 
sharp  censure.    He  now  breaks  all  his  pledges,  public  and  private,  ai^d 
continues  a  pernicious  impost ;  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  re- 
tains his  opinion  of  its  pemiciousness,  but  does  not  see  that  the  removal 
of  a  pernicious  impost  will  be  any  relief  to  the  people !    He  asserts  that 
it  is  hurtful ;  but  cannot  perceive,  forsooth,  that  to  abolish  a  thing  hurt- 
ful is  relieving !    What  language  can  we  find  to  do  justice  to  such  rare 
foolery  ?     The  prayer  of  the  people  is  the  prayer  of  Ajax  in  the  night- 
fight — '*  Grant  that  my  eyes  may  see !  let  me  not  perish  in  darkness."*— 
Lord  Althorp  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  entreaty,  and  hold  that  to 
give  the  blessing  of  sight  would  be  no  succour.    It  is,  however,  prized, 
as  a  means  of  enabling  people  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  themselves, 
and  make  the  most  efficient  use  of  their  powers  and  opportunities.    The 
reduction  of  the  Advertisement  Duty,  without  the  extension  of  the  Press, 
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by  the  reduction  of  the  Stamp  Duties^  will  be  of  small  benefit  to  tfis? 
public  ;•  and  the  plan  of  reduction  giving  an  advantage  to  those  who  re^ 
peat  their  advertisfments,  (the  auctioneers  and  tradesmen,)  favours  thcf 
classes  which  can  best  bear  the  burthen.  The  Press^  remaining  as  it  is, — 
speculation  being  confined  to  the  weekly  press,  and  not  encouraged  by 
much  success  even  in  that  market  which  is  the  largest, — advertisements 
will  pour  in  upon  it,  at  the  new  rate  of  taxation,  in  more  abundance  than 
can  be  provided  for  in  the  existing  limits  of  the  press ;  the  proprietors 
will  take  advantage  of  the  demand  upon  their  space,  and  raise  their 
charges  ;  and  the  public  will  soon  pay  as  much  as  they  pay  now  for  their 
advertisements,  and  the  amount  of  the  tax  or  more  will  be  pocketed  by 
the  newspaper  proprietory.  Had  the  Newspaper  Stamp- Duty  been  re- 
duced, the  competition  would  hare  beea  ef  new  and  old  newspapers  for 
advertisements.  As  the  advertisement  duty  only  is  to  be  reduced,  the 
number  of  newspapers  will  not  be  increased,  and  the  number  of  adver- 
tisers, increased  by  the  notion  that  they  can  advertise  cheaply,  will  be 
raising  the  prices  against  themselves. 

People  marvel  at  these  blunders,  and  observe,  that  a  little  care  woald 
have  prevented  them :  but  these  Ministers  are  incapable  of  care.  Lord 
Althorp,  especially,  puts  aside  any  thing  that  gives  him  trouble  and  un- 
easiness. Men  who  have  been  invited  to  talk  matters  over  with  biro, 
express  their  amazement  at  his  ignorance  and  indifference.  They  find 
him  uninformed  ;  and  not  desiring  information,  the  digestion  of  whidi 
might  cause  him  trouble  and  perplexity.  His  only  mood  of  jt>cularity  is 
when  he  is,  or  rather  should  be,  engaged  in  business.  ^Vh^n  obliged, 
for  appearance,  to  sit  in  his  office,  he  indulges  in  his  ungainly  funning. 
He  makes  light  of  all  difficulties  ,*  and  seems  to  think  any  decision,  any 
plan,  good  enough  for  a  Government  having  a  subservient  majority  at 
its  beck.  How  long  that  majority  will  be  at  its  beck,  is  a  short  ques^ 
tion.  The  Cabinet  is  weak,  within,  by  dissension  ;  and  its  credit,  without, 
is  flying  faster  than  a  weaver's  shuttle.  The  T\me9  has  lately  turned 
its  batteries  upon  the  Ministry:  this  Is  a  sign  in  itself.  And  as  the 
Time9  has  become  hostile,  the  Chronicle,  which  abjectly  suffers  itself 
to  be  cast  off  and  whistled  back  at  convenience,  has  feebly  and  fulsomely 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  Ministry ;  and  in  performing  this  servile  task, 
it  has  assailed  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  that  vulgar,  sneaking  way 
which  passes  under  the  description  of  "  talking  at  a  man."  This  is  one 
indication  of  disunion.  It  may  be  observed.  Of  what  account  is  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  ?  What  can  it  matter  whether  he  goes  out  or  slays 
in  ?  The  answer  is.  That  the  Whigs  make  it  a  matter  of  some  account 
when  they  set  their  dogs  at  him.  If  he  be  insignificant,  why  cannot 
they  break  with  him,  or  bear  with  him  quietly  >  He  is  clearly  of  such 
importance  that  they  think  it  necessary  to  damage  him  in  public  opinion, 
before  they  can  fling  him  from  the  conncil-table.  But  there  are  other 
circumstances  pregnant  with  schism.  Brougham  was  true  to  his  princi- 
ples on  the  subject  of  the  Taxes  on  Knowledge — "  among  the  faithless, 
faithful  only  he."  Alone  he  contended  for  the  abolition,  to  the  last. 
Though  his  opinion  on  this  all4mpoTtant  question  was  overruled,  he  re- 
tained oflice,  which  he  should  not  have  done :  but  the  difference  on  a 
matter  of  such  magnitude,  and  which  will  be  frequently  discussed  and 
contested,  must  have  jarring  consequences ;  and  it  throws  Brougham 
from  the  Tories,  who  were  playing  for  him,  to  the  popular  side  of  the 
Government ;  fur  knowledge  is  the  natural  enemy  of  the  Tories,  and  they 
cannot  coalesce  with  its  advocate.    This  question  is  the  Shibboleth.    No 
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ttin,  mnle^  he  be  ft  blockhead,  who  proposes  the  enlightenment  of  the 
people,  can  intend -the  misrule  of  the  people :  he  may  commit  errors  of 
Jodgment,  but  he  cannot  systematically  design  ill  i — ^the  one  object  is 
fat^  to  the  oth^.  *'  Put  out  the  light,"  is  the  exordium  of  crime— 
'^  Let  there  be  light,"  is  the  will  of  all  good. 

In  our  first  paper,  the  first  article  of  our  first  number,  we  mentioned 
the  fact,  that  one  portion  of  the  Cabinet  and  its  retainers  were  perpetu- 
ally throwing  all  blame  and  suspicion  on  the  other ;  and  to  this  day  the 
practice  continues.  There  must  be  disruption.  The  best  opportunity 
for  it,  when  Brougham  might  have  stood  from  among  them,  asserting  the 
principle  of  knowledge  against  ignorance,  has  been  lost ;  but  the  break, 
ing  up  must  come,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  not  far  distant.  Power  will 
eoon  pass  to  the  radicals.  We  wish  they  may  be  prepared  for  it ;  but 
to  that  end  they  must  renounce  their  overweening  self-conceits,  and 
contempt  of  each  other.  Combination  is  the  principle  of  a  government ; 
j*epulsion  is  the  characteristic  of  the  Radicals.  Each  locks  himself  up  in 
a  martello  tower,  and  holds  out  for  his  own  wisdom  against  the  whole 
world.  £ach  Radical  is  the  only  wise  man.  Any  one  who  exceeds  or 
faEb  short  of  a  particle  of  his  creed,  is  naught.  They  have  no  tolera- 
tion within  their  own  sect.  That  they  will  govern  at  no  very  distant 
time^'is  to  us  certain;  but  that  they  may  govern  to  any  good  purpose, 
it  is  neeessary  that  they  should  govern  their  own  dogmatic  humours, 
juid  humanist  their  wisdom  for  the  purpose  of  association  and  co-opera- 
tion. Let  them,  (we  speak  of  the  leaders — igid  in  the  Radical  party 
there  is  this  peculiarity,  that  nearly  all  are  leaders,)  if  they  will,  sup. 
pose  themselves  too  wise  for  this  world ;  and  then  seeing  the  necessity 
of  applying  to  its  business,  renounce  tiie  employment  of  that  super. 
human  excess  of  wisdom  which  stands  in  the  way  of  their  agreement 
with  any  other  mortal  men.  Hypochondriasts  have  imagined  themselves  all 
sorts  of  unaccommodating  things.  Mvetj  Radical  of  mark  imagines  that 
his  head  is  so.  great  that  it  fills  the  universe ;  and  will  Suffer  no  other 
being  to  o<Nne  near  him.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  each  is  his  own 
host ;  and  the  superlatively  crotchety  of  them  will  go  with  the  Tories 
occasionally,  rather  than  seem  to  herd  with  men  of  their  common 
denomination.  la  the  House,  each  holds  his  martello  tower,  (he 
would  scorn  to  stand  rank  and  rank,  or  to  put  shoulder  to  shoulder,) 
and  his  single  gun,  on  a  swivel  carriage,  ranges  to  all  points  of  the 
compass !  Oh,  that  that  they  would  cast  off  their  stone  doublets,  and 
link  themselves  in  geneifous  brotherhood  for  common  purposes  with 
common  deferences,  against  the  common  foe.  No  party  compromises 
are  necessary ;  all  principles  may  be  safe,  all  desires  free,  no  object 
surrendered,  and  yet  a  judicious  effective  marshalling  of  them  may 
be  acoon^lished.  Na»  9mnia  posntmus  amne9,  is  a  truth  not  in  the 
Radical  oracles :  hep  <tg0  is  also  a  matim  unreceived  by  them ;  or  else 
each  reads  the  hoe  to  be  his  favourite  olyect.  Corresponding  with  the 
peculiarity  that  eisph  Radical  is  leader,  is  the  fact  that  each  Radical's 
hobby  is  to  run  first  in  the  race  of  improvement.  All  these  conceits 
will  be  nibbed  down  i&  time ;  but  as  the  period  of  Radical  ascendency, 
seeBW  approaching  with  unexpected  rapidity,  (owing  to  the  alacrity  of 
the  Whigs  in  disgracing  theinsalvss,)  we  have  fears  lept  they  should  not 
be  subdued  against  the  juncture  when  they  would  be  most  provokingly 
and  nisduevou^y  detrimental.  Friends,  advocates,,  as.  we  are  of  the 
Raditislsj  we  cannot  he  friends  of  their  weaknesses ;  and  we  here  tell 
them,  the  more  prominent    Radicals  of  London,  that  self  nnpoBM  is  a 
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Reform  absolutely  necessary  to  their  utility.  They  will  soon  be  cidled  to 
a  great  work  ;  and  we  wish  they  may  come  to  it  in  a  meeker  and  more 
tolerant  and  modest  spirit  than  they  are  accustomed  to  display.  ■  He, 
says  a  good  observer^  who  is  always  wise,  is  not  so  wise  as  he  thinks 
himself. 


IRELAND  PROCLAIMED. 

Dublin,  15th  April. 

Ireland  is  proclaimed,  and  the  nation,  with  which  yours  is  united, 
now  looks  and  feeb  as  she  was  wont — as  when  a  Liverpool  gagged  her 
mouth,  and  a  Castlereagh  fettered  her  limbs.  The  Proclamation  Law  is 
enforced — ^it  has  sped  its  way  to  the  centre  of  the  country,  and  its  seat 
is  fixed  in  Kilkenny ;  it  has  gone  there  recommended  by  the  names  of 
those  veteran  privy-counsellors,  the  Tory  Postmaster-General  Rosse,  the 
Tory  Attorney-General  Saurin,  the  Tory  Soliciter-General  Doherty,  the 
Tory  Consistorial  Judge  Raddiffe,  the  Whig-promoted-Tory  Black- 
bume,  and  the  hired  soldier  who  at  present  commands  "  the  army  of 
Ireland  !"  That  for  which  a  Ministry  of  Whigs  has  struggled  and  toiled, 
and  *'  divided  with  overwhelming  majorities,"  is  attained.  Ireland  is 
bound  hand  and  foot ;  and  tongue-tied,  she  is  given  over  to  the  Conser- 
vatives. 

The  peasantry  are  crushed.  Those  who  complained  of  their  merciless 
landlords,  of  being  ejected  from  their  little  farms,  and  reduced  to  utter 
starvation,  have  obtained  from  the  administration  of  Lord  Grey,  the 
patronage  of  courts-martial.  For  their  Irish  farms  they  are  promised 
settlements  '*  beyond  the  sea,"  and  their  hunger  is  to  be  allayed  by  "  the 
jail  allowance."  Such  is  the  gratitude  of  Grey,  Brougham,  Althorp,  and 
the  rest,  to  men  who  encountered  the  hatred  of  Tory  and  Conservative 
landlords,  to  secure  the  triumph  of  reform ;  while  those  who  led  them  on, 
''  the  members  of  the  Irish  Volunteers,"  are  told,  in  a  proolamfUian,  that 
theirs  is  ''  a  society  inconsistent  with,  and  dangerous  to  the  public  peace." 
In  Ireland,  the  Whigs  have  had  a  most  calamitous  triumph ;  for  it  is 
one  which  inflicts  a  thousand  woes  and  pains  upon  those  who  were  their 
assured  supporters  in  time  of  peril ;  and  they  have  given  joy  to  their  op- 
ponents, and  powers  to  be  used  against  themselves,  when  the  day  of  their 
defeat  may  arrive. 

I  speak  thus  of  the  conduct  of  the  Whig  Ministry  towards  my  fellow 
subjects ;  for  I  know  what  are  the  impressions  their  treatment  of  Ire- 
land has  produced  amongst  all  classes  in  this  ill-fated  land.  I  can  tell 
the  Ministry — and  I  do  so  upon  sufficient  authority — that  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Session  to  the  passing  of,  the  IMsturbance  Bill,  their 
speeches,  their  acts,  their  entire  line  of  policy  elicited  but  two  simple 
sentiments, — ^the  scorn  of  the  friends  they  had  deceived,  the  contempt 
of  the  enemies  they  had  truckled  to— scorn  from  Irishmen,  who,  up  to 
4hese  times,  loved  the  very  name  of  a  Whig, — ^who  regarded  Lord  Grey 
with  the  respect  and  veneration  due  to  a  father,  and  who  esteemed  Lord 
Brougham,  as  one  looks  with  honour  and  respect  upon  a  gallant  warrior 
who  has  fought  and  conquered  in  a  battle  for  the  rights  and  freedom  of 
man.    Suck  is  the  feeling  of  Irishmen  who  gloried  in  the  name  of  Whig; 
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and,  I  can  assure  the  Ministiy,  of  most  of  us  too  who  abstained  from  the 
Repeal  agitation.  As  to  the  poorer  classes  they  loath  now  the  name  of 
Whig,  as  much  as  that  of  Tory ;  and  both  are  disliked  with  a  detestation 
which  could  only  be  produced  some  centuries  since  by  that  which  was  the 
general  designation  of  all  persecutors,  ^*  the  Sassenach." 

The  result  of  the  Whig  Proclamation  Law,  I  regret  to  state,  is  a 
growing  dislike  to  Englibh  domination,  an  increasing  distrust  in  the 
honest  intentions  of  an  English  legislature.  Hourly  and  daily  the  dis- 
trust is  spreading,  and  taking  deeper  root  in  the  hearts  of  Irishmen ; 
and  it  is  said  by  many,  that  they  but  bide  the  convenient  time,  and  the 
suitable  opportunity  to  shake  off  the  connexion  entirely.  Greatly  do  I 
deplore  the  growth  of  such  opinions  ;  but  I  should  fail  in  duty,  if  I  did 
not,  through  your  pages,  forewarn  the  Ministry,  that  their  Coercive  Bill 
has  afforded  a  rich  soil  for  mischief  to  thrive  in.  The  enemies  of  £ng. 
land,  of  her  prosperity  and  greatness,  have  already  planted  the  Upas  tree 
of  separation :  it  wiU,  and  it  must,  bring  forth  fruit,  '^  to  taste  of  which 
is  death,"  if  those  who  have  the  power  do  not,  at  once,  lay  the  axe  to 
the  root,  and  prostrate  the  noxious  sapling  for  ever. 

The  Whig  Ministry  have  done  to  Ireland  and  themselves  all  the  mis. 
chief  that  they  could :  let  them  now  try  if  they  can  repair  the  wrong 
they  have  accomplished,  and  those  their  predecessors  perpetrated.  They 
have  injured  Ireland ;  but  if  they  be  wise,  in  time,  they  can  preserve  the 
integri^  of  the  empire.  Let  their  majorities  which  ensured  the  curfew, 
and  enforced  the  gag  on  Irishmen,  relieve  them  from  the  enormous  bur. 
then  of  the  Churoh  Establishment— -give  them  the  full  benefit  of 
Reform — free  them  from  Grand  Jury  jobs — admit  them  to  the  petit 
Jury  box— ^pen  the  corporations  for  them,  and  make  the  titled  robbers 
of  the  oppressed  tenantry  restore  to  them  in  an  absentee  tax  the  means 
of  employment  and  support.  Let  these  things  be  done,  and  done  speed- 
ily ;  or  doe  But  I  have  already  hinted  at  the  consequences. 

Will  the  Ministers  act  upon  these  suggestions  ?  Their  foes  proclaim, 
their  friends  regret,  that  they  have  unfortunately  possessed  the  power 
to  do  what  was  wrong.  Have  they  now  the  means  and  the  inclination 
to  do  what  is  right  ? 


THE  WISHING  CAP.— No.  III. 


Undue  inequalities  in  society,  not  an  eternal  or  necessary  consequence  qf 
inequality  of  understanding.  Genius  has  had  little  to  do  with  founding 
or  maintaining  the  privileged  orders.  An  answer  to  the  best  argument 
for  the  existence  of  those  orders.  Reform  and  privileged  breeding  how 
far  compatible.  Necessity  of  Lord  Brougham  to  the  Whig  Ministry 
His  reputation  with  posterity.  A  Wish  for  Ireland.  Reason  why 
the  Ministers  have  chosen  to  govern  Ireland  in  a  spirit  of  fear,  and 
siot  qflove,    A  question  respecting  Napoleon, 

We  have  already  observed,  that  the  moment  we  put  on  our  Wishing 
Cap,  we  can  enjoy  whatever  we  have  a  mind  to,  as  far  as  it  depends 
upon  ourself ;  but  that  it  does  not  confer  upon  us  the  same  unlimited 
power,  in  matters  that  concern  others.  .  We  have  also  confessed  that, 
agreeably  to  a  known  principle  of  human  nature,  the  more  we  can  in- 
dulge our  wishes,  the  more  wishes  we  are  apt  to  have  ;  and  that  when 
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they  touch  lipon  these  ohetadee^  we  eometimds  get  viary  impadent.  Far 
instanoe,  we  are  acciutomed  to  wish  that  all  maakind  were  happy ;  anil 
find  oiiraelTet  perplexing  onr  head  about  the  situation  of  things  in  Asia 
and  Africa.  We  reconcile  the  fondness  of  this  desire  to  our  good  sense, 
by  an  opinion  which  grows  upon  us  the  more  we  reflect  upon  it ;  to  wit, 
that  the  human  species,  generally  speaking,  never  will  be  happy,  till  all 
are  agreed  upon  doing  the  best  for  one  another — till  knowledge  enlarges 
from  man  to  man,  and  nation  to  nation;  and  there  is  an  end  to  grudges, 
and  monopolies,  and  all  sorts  of  prosperous  inequality.  As  to  inequalities 
of  faculty,  which,  it  is  assumed,  will  always  exist  in  their  present  de- 
grees of  relation,  and  therefore  prevent  equalization  in  every  other 
respect,  we  hold  them  to  be  of  no  weight  whatsoever  in  the  question  : 
for  there  is  reaDy  nothing  to  shew  for  it  in  the  actual  condition  of  the 
world.  Does  not  the  figment  vanish  at  the  very  interrogation  ?  Do  we 
fancy,  for  one  moment,  after  we  have  asked  the  question,  that  the 
wisest  men  iil  France  are  at  the  top  of  France  ?  or  in  Russia,  of  Russia  ? 
or  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  of  Austria  ?  It  is  a  sheer  piece  of  egotism 
in  the  aristocratical  and  educated  classes,  to  suppose  that  intellectual 
euperiority  has  put  them  in  their  present  state  of  privilege.  Education 
would  do  just  as  much  for  others  as  it  has  done  for  them — a  good  deal, 
if  it  proceed  properly.  Genius  has  not  made  them  lords  and  squires. 
It  raises  a  man  here  and  there ;  and  in  the  first  foundations  of  the  pre- 
eent  system  of  society,  it  may  have  laid  a  few  of  the  stones ;  but  accident, 
and  subserviency,  and  brute  force,  laid  by  far  the  greater  number.  What 
inay  have  been  got  by  genius  in  the  first  instance,  has  certainly  not  been 
kept  by  it.  Acquiescence  and  lying  have  been  the  great  selfish  oonser. 
vatives.  Great  geniuses  seldom  appear  in  the  world  but  to  give  it  a  lif^ 
in  spite  of  itself,  and  die  of  ill-treatment  in  the  operation.  Others 
remain  in  the  class  in  which  they  were  found ;  and  are  content  with 
those  simple  pleasures,  the  sufficiency  of  which  is  an  eternal  argument 
agisinst  those  who  think  that  a  man  of  superior  faculties  can  never  be 
dasy,  without  subjecting  his  fellow-creatures  to  him  in  a  worldly  point 
of  view.  It  is  his  very  superiority  that  enables  him  to  be  more- content. 
A  political  genius,  we  grants  has  a  wish  to  be  stirring,  especially  in  times 
that  need  him ;  but  genius,  considered  merely  in  itself,  and  as  a  thing 
full  of  resources,  wants  nothing  but  itself  for  its  honour  and  dignity. 
Praise  it  may  need,  because  it  is  full  of  sympathy ;  and  praise  it  gets 
or  looks  for.  To  common  wants  it  is  superior.  Do  we  think  that  So- 
phocles,  or  Virgil,  or  Newton,  or  Locke,  or  Raphael,  cared  for  any  thing 
in  the  world,  provided  they  could  indulge  their  intellectual  impulses,  and 
obtain  admiration  ?  Did  Schiller  or  Wieland  care  ?  Does  Mr.  Words, 
worth  ?  We  do  not  say  that  individual  breeding  does  not  sometimes 
make  a  difference,  or  that  men  of  genius  care  nothing  for  the  welfare  oi 
their  ^cies ;  but  we  mean  that,  as  a  body,  and  as  far  as  regards  their 
salaries,  they  are  indifferent  to  every  other  superiority  over  their  fellow, 
men,  than  such  as  the  consciousness  of  genius  can  supply.  If  all  the 
world  had  been  in  a  condition  of  rational  equality,  they  would  not  have 
been  the  men  to  want  ten  thousand  beef-steaks  a-day,  or  parks  ten  miles 
round  in  the  neighbourhood  of  starving  weavers. 

Great  geniuses  have  helped  to  change  the  world,  because  the  first 
movements  towards  change  can  only  proceed  from  original  thinkers,  or 
men  in  advance  of  their  times :  but  they  have  not  been  in  the  habit  <^ 
ruling  the  world,  because  political  government  has  been  an  easy  thing, 
especially  upon  the  commonplace  principle,  or  rather  want  of  principle, ' 
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that  has  regulated  it.  Look  back  upon  history,  and  consider  the  inniu 
merable  series  of  kings  that  have  governed  it;  and  then  obserre  how 
few  of  their  names  are  regarded  with  any  respect^  or  hare  a  right  to  it* 
Divest  even  those  of  the  adventitious  ontsBients  of  rank  and  title^  and 
the  brute  honours  of  war,  and  take  from  them  the  aid  of  social  habii^ 
and  the  natural  tendencies  ef  custom,  and  the  love  of  order,  and  then 
calculate  how  much  merit  would  remain,  even  to  some  of  the  roost  eele- 
brated.  So  little  real  talent  is  required  to  make  a  statesman  in  office, 
that  a  conclusion  has  been  drawn  from  it,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
common  faculties  of  mankind ;  which  it  is  thought  must  be  very  smaU, 
to  put  up  with  such  small  ascendency.  Aiid  it  may  be  so ;  but  this  does 
not  make  it  the  less  desirable,  that  the  world  should  be  taught  better, 
and  that  we  should  have  statesmen  superior  to  its  commonplaces,  and 
able  to  advance  it.  If  mankind  have  been  silly  enough  to  put  up  too 
long  with  the  dregs  of  arbitrary  systems,  and  to  be  content  to  see  them^ 
selves  divided  into  the  few  who  have  too  much,  and  the  many  who  have 
too  little, — (which  is  found  to  be  none  of  the  best  of  dispensations  for 
either  of  the  j>arties,  nor  such  as  prevents  the  rich  from  lamenting  the 
common  lot  of  evil,  and  talking  of  this  '^vale  of  tears,") — there  are  but 
two  conclusions  to  come  to  with  those  who  see  thoroughly  into  their 
mistake, — first,  that  it  is  an  ambition,  *'  frivolous  and  vexatious,"  to  be 
desirous  of  perpetuating  such  half-witted  domination;  and,  second,  that 
such  an  insist  ha\ing  been  obtained  into  the  mistake,  the  domination 
cannot  be  maintained  much  longer,  if  men  of  sense  choose  to  put  an  end 
to  it.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  way,  (and  it  is  a  formidable  one, 
though  not  to  the  extent  supposed,)  is,  that  such  of  the  men  of  sense  as 
are  sharers  in  the  **  too  much,"  have  had  their  understandings  so  per- 
plexed, and  their  wills  so  prejudiced  in  its  favour,  that  with  all  their 
wish  for  the  general  advancement,  they  are  for  taking  those  very  super- 
fluities with  them  which  are  not  only  its  main  impediments,  but  the  very 
evils,  eye-sores  and  heart-sores,  which  are  the  most  necessary  to  be  done 
away. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Whigs,  as  a  body,  mean  well  to  the  people, 
and  that  they  think  they  mean  the  best ;  but  this  best  is  identified  in 
their  minds  with  a  very  strange  proposition,  to  wit,  that  the  good  of 
the  majority,  and  the  far  superior  good  of  the  few,  are  the  same  thing. 
It  is  as  if  a  man,  in  dividing  a  loaf  among  his  brethren,  were  to  say, 
''  It  is  undeniably  just  and  necessary  that  you  should  all  have  enough  ; 
but  it  is  equally  so  that  I  should  have  too  much."  Now  the  justice  of 
this  dogma  will  be  obvious  to  none  but  such  as  are  possessed  of  the 
superfluity.  The  by.stander  will  never  see  it.  The  noble  Earl  at  the 
head  of  the  present  Government  would  probably  smile  with  a  polite 
superiority,  if  he  heard  this  statement  of  the  case,  and  say  that  we  mis- 
took it.  He  would  tell  us  that  it  is  not  the  *'  too  much"  that  is  neces. 
sary,  but  the  elegance  and  the  grace  of  it,  and  the  balmy  eifect  which  it 
produces  on  the  manners  of  those  who  have  less.  To  say  the  very  best 
for  this  argument,  the  noble  Lord  confounds  an  accompaniment,  or  thing 
co-existing,  with  cause  and  effect.  He  might  as  well  tell  us  that  despot- 
ism is  good  for  good  manners,  because  there  is  a  great  deal  of  politeness 
in  Persia  and  China.  Polite  manners  are  the  result  of  an  understood 
necessity,  and  flourish  wherever  they  are  required.  They  also  flourish 
in  the  proportion  required ;  and  the  necessity  is  sometimes  more  artifi- 
cial than  it  should  be,  and  the  amenity  in  proportion  to  the  secret  bar^ 
barism  or  want  of  merit— a  side  of  the  question  which  the  Premier,  per. 
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hap8^  has  not  very  zealously  looked  into.   At  the  time  when  swords  were 
wom^  manners  were  politer  than  they  are  now^  because  there  was  a 
greater  fear  of  giving  offence.    The  excessive  politeness  of  what  is  called 
^*  the  old  school/'  is  a  remnant  of  the  breeding  of  those  days.    Men  kept 
their  toes  from  one  another,  and  took  off  their  hats  with  an  ostentation 
of  lift>  and  a  remoteness  of  deference^  unknown  to  the  courtiers  of  the 
present  day,  because  they  carried  their  resentments  at  their  sides  in 
the  shape  of  cold  iron ;  and  an  offender,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
might  have  a  remonstrance  through,  him  under  his  fifth  rib.    Here  was 
'^  secret  barbarism."  The  instinct  and  artifice  of ''  want  of  merit,"  tends 
to  maintain  a  similar  shew  of  considerateness ;  for  if  we  are  not  to  be 
polite  to  one  another  in  the  absence  of  virtue,  patriotism,  and  justice, 
what  are  we  to  be?  If  we  are  not  to  impute  merit  by  our  smiles  and  our 
shews  of  respect,  to  whom  is  respect  to  be  shewn  ?   From  whom  is  it  not 
to  be  withheld  ?  And  what  guarantees  will  Lords  A.,  B.,  and  C.  have, 
that  we  do  not  tweak  them  by  the  noses,  and  call  them  blackguards? 
*'  Oh,  but,"  his  Lordship  might  say,  with  another  of  his  smiles^  ''  polite- 
ness of  manners  would  be  good  under  any  circumstances,  as  a  general 
rule ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  utilities  of  my  '  order,'  notwithstanding  the 
exceptions  you  speak  of,  and  which  I  heartily  give  up."     Good :  but 
this  is  plain  sense  and  philosophy,  not  aristocracy.    It  is  a  perception  of 
the  understanding,  not  an  argument  for  a  lie.     Politeness  may  have 
come  up  with  a  lie  by  the  side  of  it,  because  of  the  various  barbarisms 
through  which  knowledge  and  right  feeling  have  helped  it  to  grow  ;  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  connected  with  that  lie,  or  that  it  might  not 
get  rid  of  it  when  the  lie  is  found  out.    Even  the  imputation  of  merit 
may  be  a  good  thing,  as  long  as  it  leads  the  imagination  to  the  side  of 
grace  and  benevolence,  and  in  so  doing  tends  to  no  violation  of  first 
principles,  or  a  merciless  forgetfulness  of  first  wants ;  but  it  ceases  to  be 
good  when  folly  and  wickedness  stare  our  better  knowledge  in  the  face, 
and  we  are  required  to  impute  merit  to  a  parcel  of  selfish  impostors,  who 
not  only  impute  nothing  to  us  in  return,  but  pick  our  pockets,  and  eat 
and  drink  while  we  labour. 

It  is  possible  that  the  naturally  good  faculties  of  the  Premier  have 
forced  him  to  think,  now  and  then,  of  these  perplexities.  It  is  probable 
that  others  of  the  Ministry  have  reflected  upon  them  with  less  unwill. 
ingness,  and  reconciled  them,  as  ingeniously  as  they  could,  to  their 
better  reason,  and  their  enormous  estates.  And  there  is  at  least  one 
person  in  the  administration,  whom  we  cannot  but  consider  as  a  philo. 
sopher  deeply  interesting  himself  in  the  advancement  of  his  species, 
however  he  may  have  been  prevailed  upon  by  immediate  circumstances, 
or  his  own  prejudices  of  education,  to  identify,  or  to  appear  to  identify, 
himself  with  a  declining  system. 

In  Lord  Grey's  mind,  moral  order,  and  the  privileged  order — ^his ''  order," 
as  he  has  emphatically  called  it,  are  manifestly  pretty  much  on  a  par.  We 
may  expect  all  the  advancement  from  him  which  is  consistent  with  driv- 
ing those  two  strange  yokefellows  in  the  same  chariot,  but  no  farther. 
Let  one  of  them  be  ever  so  much  a  jade,  he  is  prepared  to  die  with  it 
in  the ''  last  ditch,"  rather  than  drive  on  with  the  other. 

Lord  John  Russell  is  a  man  of  elegant  literature,  probably  with  all  the 
graces  of  mind  and  private  conduct  becoming  ilL.  AU'that  we  know  of 
him  in  that  way  is  to  his  credit,  and  the  general  character  of  his  public 
conduct  highly  so.  But  he  is  son  of  a  ducal  family  enriched  by  prepos- 
terous  gifts  of  abbey  lands ;  and,  though  the  family  is  a  very  liberal  one 
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lor  its  stfttion^  and  perhi^s  was  never  so  much  so  as  fiow^  who  is  to  ex* 
pect  it  to  be  perfectly  impartial  in  matters  of  public  justice?  The 
fiuBOus  Lord  Russell  himself^  who  appears  so  entire  a  martyr  till  we 
look  closely  into  his  history^  and  the  tears  of  whose  widow  (his  best 
If^ory)  have  helped  to  embalm  his  name  with  posterity,  died  perhaps 
quite  as  much  for  the  abbey  lands  as  for  liberty.  Liberty  and  property 
were  the  cry  in  his  day>  especially  religious  liberty ;  and  that  meant 
security  from  the  Popish  designs  of  James  II.,  who  had  a  sharp  eye  upon 
those  same  abbey  lands,  and  was  for  restoring  them  to  their  Catholic 
owners. 

Lord  Brou^am,  in  accepting  a  coronet,  helped  to  save  the  coronets 
of  these  his  friends ;  and,  in  so  doing,  helped  to  save  the  coronets  of  the 
Tories.  We  certainly  believe  that  the  fury  of  the  Tories  was  very  un^ 
gratefully  wasted  on  their  old  opponents^  who,  at  that  moment,  were 
the  best  friends  they  had  in  the  world,  and  prevented  a  frightful  concus- 
•ion  with  the  people ;  and  we  feel  almost  as  certain  that  the  House  of 
Lords  could  not  have  done  without  Lord  Brougham  on  the  woolsack. 
Who  else  could  have  sat  there,  as  he  did,  to  answer  all  objections,  parry 
all  attacks,  expose  all  absurdities,  and  make  the  forlorn  hopes  and  flash^ 
men  of  Torjdsm  give  up  their  idle  siege  ?  This  is  a  strong  answer  for 
him  to  those  who  ask  why  he  accepted  a  peerage  at  all ;  and  why  he 
was  not  content  with  a  name  which  he  had  rendered  superior  to  titles^ 
it  is  true,  he  disclaims  the  apology  ;  he  professes  to  think  of  the  *^  order" 
as  Lord  Grey  does,  at  least  with  regard  to  its  utility ;  and  if,  for  our 
parts,  we  are  hardly  sure  he  does  not  speak  on  this  point  as  a  lawyer^ 
or  whether  he  has  not  a  secret  regard  for  that  ornament,  which  is  at 
present  found  in  titles  and  emblazonment,  and  which  we  are  poetical 
enough  ourselves  to  wish  to  see  compatible  with  freer,  unhereditary 
SjTstems,  (for  nature  loves  ornament — ^all  creation  is  full  of  it,)  he  will 
probably  think  the  doubt  as  little  unbecoiniing  a  good  statesman  as  a 
grateful  observer.  But  weak  or  strong  as  may  be  this  side  of  him,  he  is 
unquestionably  a  man  for  mankind,  and  not  merely  for  a  party.  His  anu 
bition  is  as  superior  to  common  partisanship  as  his  genius  is.  He  has 
not  merely  a  House  of  Lords  for  his  audience ;  he  has  a  world.  His 
views  upon  other  ages  are  not  confined  to  the  narrow  track  of  an  en. 
ndbled  family  ;  he  would  fain  live  in  a  thousand  radiating  lines,  diffusing 
light  as  a  philosopher.  Whether  he  think  it  politic,  or  necessary,  or 
^eod,  to  become  part  of  a  fugitive  system,  for  the  purpose  of  checking 
ieo  great  a  haste  in  alteration,  or  in  order  that  he  may  partake  of  its 
advantages  before  it  goes,  thinking  it  '^  as  well  to  do  so  as  not ;"  or  whe- 
ther he  accepted  a  peerage  merely  out  of  what  he  thought  the  necessity 
of  the  moment,  and  for  fear  of  seeing  himself  and  the  House  of  Commons 
left  in  the  lurch  together  by  the  Tories ;  whatever,  in  short,  may  be 
the  policy  which  has  allowed  him  to  become  what  he  is,  he  is  a  thousand 
times  more  a  man  of  talent  than  he  is  a  lord  ;  that  is  to  say,  as  his  old 
acquaintance  Majocchi  would  have  expressed  it,  a  thousand  times  more 
something  than  nothing,  or,  ''  yes  than  no."  Nothing  will  hinder  his 
being  regarded  one  of  the  great  workers  for  posterity,  any  more  than 
worse  things  have  hindered  a  greater  man,  (Lord  Bacon.)  He  will  be 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  great  movers  in  God's  good  work  of  bringing 
About  humsai  advancem^it  by  human  means ;  and,  therefore,  to  4;ome  to 
the  great  wUh  we  meant  to  express  in  this  our  paper,  we  ask  him,  in 
God's  name,  and  in  the  name  of  his  own  sense  and  sensibility,  (for  he 
has'  assuredly  a  great  deal  of  the  latter,  you  cannot  look  in  his  face,  and 
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jiot  see  it^  to  say  nothing  of  his  actions,)  why  did  he  not  labour  to  mak^ 
the  ministers  rule  Ireland,  in  a  spirit  of  love,  and  not  of  fear? 

Fear  !  It  is  no  new  experiment  with  poor  Ireland  !  It  is  the  old  sys- 
tem !  How  long  has  it  not  been  tried !  How  invariably  has  it  not  failed! ! 
But  love  !  When  was  anything  done  out  of  love  for  Ireland,  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  Irish  as  fellow-men  ?     One  thing  has  been  conceded —  I 

the  Catholic  claims  ;  but  that  was  not  out  of  loving-kindness.  Conces- 
sion is  not  generosity  :  it  is  not  "  the  love  that  meets  return."  The 
Catholic  claims  were  conceded  because  they  had  been  long  claimed,  and 
because  there  was  fear  of  a  civil  war,  had  the  claim  been  longer  resisted. 
But  when  was  anything  voluntarily  done  for  Ireland  ?  When  was  she 
governed  by  any  thing  but  a  system  of  mingled  dread  and  dislike,  and 
of  the  injury  that  causes  dislike,  and  brute  force,  and  exaction,  and  con- 
tempt  (rack-renting  and  absenteeism,)  and  all  the  irritable  absurdities 
of  conscious  tyranny  ?  When  did  the  arbitrary  elder  brother  voluntarily 
leave  off  his  ill  usage,  and  shew  himself  grown  old  enough  to  be  wise 
and  kind  ?  When  was  the  rod  spared,  and  the  dinner  shared  ?  When, 
in  short,  was  Ireland  treated  in  any  other  way  than  a  poor  relation, 
whom  we  found  ill-educated,  and  kept  so ;  helping  ourselves  to  its  rights 
of  property ;  and  vilifying,  striking,  and  humiliating  it  at  every  turn, 
because  it  was  ill-used  ;  because  it  piqued  our  better  instinct  of  propriety, 
and  exasperated  our  conscience.  A  late  unfortunate  Minister  talked 
of  an  ignorant  impatience  of  taxation.  He  and  all  his  predecessors  in 
Irish  government,  acted  under  an  ignorant  impatience  of  their  own  in- 
ability  to  govern,  and  their  successors  are  now  imitating  them.  We  owe 
Ireland  food,  encouragement,  and  respect ;  and  we  give  her  starvation, 
hard  words,  and  blows.  She  despairs  of  finding  a  crumb  in  her  pocket, 
and  we  tie  her  hands  behind  her,  that  we  may  search  for  it^  and  give  it 
to  the  clergymen  !  ! 

We  verily  believe  that  if  the  Ministers  had  shewn  nothing  but  kind- 
ness to  Ireland,  Ireland  would  have  been  at  their  feet.  See  how  O'Con- 
nell  came  forward^  the  instant  he  heard  the  diminution  of  the  bishopricks 
mentioned,  and  grasped  their  hands  (as  it  were)  with  all  an  Irishman's 
fervour  and  credulity.  His  views  may  be  talked  of  as  people  please,  and 
they  may  be  rendered  perhaps  what  would  be  very  displeasing ;  for  our 
own  part,  we  profess  to  know  nothing  of  what  passes  in  his  mind,  except 
from  what  he  says  and  looks  ;  and  coupling  his  looks  and  his  speeches 
together,  we  should  say,  that  he  is  the  Irish  character  in  its  harder  and 
most  active  condition ;  that  he  is  the  daring  pupil  and  representative  of 
Irish  circumstance  ;  and  that  as  it  might  not  be  impossible  to  drive  him 
into  uncompromising  rebellion,  by  taking  all  hope  out  of  his  country, 
80  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  he  retains  enough  of  Irish  imagi- 
nation, and  the  kindlier  part  of  Irish  self-love,  to  become  feeble  and  un- 
nerved before  generous  treatment.  It  is  the  Irish  character.  £very 
nation  is  vain  in  some  way.  The  Scotsman  is  vain  of  his  prudence ; 
the  Englishman  is  vain  of  his  supposed  freedom  from  vanity ;  the  Irish- 
man is  vain  of  his  generosity,  and  will  doat  on  you  for  appealing  to  it. 
Remember  how  George  the  Fourth  was  received  in  Dublin,  notwith- 
standing his  broken  promises  to  the  nation.  He  paid  the  people  he  had 
ill-treated  a  visit ;  and  merely  on  that  account,  and  because  of  the  com- 
pliment it  implied  to  their  generosity,  they  loved  him  for  it,  and  thought 
he  was  going  to  be  a  good  boy  in  his  old  age.  Oh,  children  of  fancy 
and  impulse,  and  the  Milesian  fables  !  Yet  it  is  this  people,  so  trusting, 
so  forgiving,  so  willing  to  be  cheated  for  a  thousandth  time  by  a  kind 
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word,  that  the  liberal  Whig  Ministry,  the  criers  out,  for  thirty  or  forty 
years,  against  the  systems  of  Camden  and  Castlereagh,  are  for  again 
treating  with  that  system ;  sweetened  by  a  promise  of  kindness,  if  they 
will  suffer  themselves  to  be  flogged  patiently !  They  shew  them  a  bit  of 
sugar,  and  say,  ''  Now  take  again  the  old  infernal  physic  which  has  never 
done  you  any  good ;  but  do  take  it,  purely  because  we  wish  to  shew  our 
vigour,  and  would  have  you  take  it." 

Greatly  do  we  fear,  seeing  what  we  see  of  the  weaknesses  of  human 
nature,  and  knowing  well  enough  that  ministerial  nature  is  not  free  from 
them,  that  the  real  reason  for  the  severe  measure  against  Ireland  is  no 
better  than  the  one  here  intimated.  We  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  there 
is  a  consciousness  to  that  effect.  We  have  no  such  ill  opinion  of  any 
one  man  in  the  ministr}'*,  much  less  of  its  ornaments.  Neither  are  we 
blind  to  the  possibility  of  there  having  been  some  doubt,  or  division  of 
council,  upon  the  coercion  measure, — some  uneasiness  of  conscience  to 
those  who  have  nevertheless  thought  themselves  justified  in  coming  in 
the  conclusion  of  the  majority.  The  probability  is,  that  there  has  been 
a  private  avowal  of  regret  among  the  ministers  at  their  being  ''^  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  measure/'  and  that  they  justify  it  to  one  another 
by  an  express  determination  to  be  as  kind  as  they  are  severe.  In  other 
words^  we  really  do  believe  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the  better 
part  of  them,  and  an  admission  of  its  perplexity  among  the  rest,  to  the 
effect  that  a  loving,  is  better  than  a  scourging  government ;  and  that  if 
Ireland  is  now  to  be  treated  with  a  ^'  father's  severity/'  it  is,  hereafter, 
at  all  '^  statesman.like  opportunities,"  to  be  indulged,  and  won  over,  by 
a  "  father's  heart/'  And  yet  not  the  less  do  we  entertain  a  strong  sus. 
picion,  that  this  is  but  a  self-deception  practised  upon  themselves,  bs 
men  not  ungenerous  or  unwise ;  and  that  their  artificial  and  aristocra- 
tical  condition,  as  peers  and  ministers,  and  lordly  rivals  of  Toryism, 
has  suggested  to  them  the  real  paramount  cause  of  the  measure ;  to  wit, 
a  fear  of  the  Tories,  and  a  fear  of  what  the  Tories  would  say,  and  how 
they  would  laugh  if  their  successors  were  not  "  vigorous."  To  tear 
power  out  of  the  hands  of  their  rivals  is  one  thing.  They  could  endure 
plenty  of  taunts,  and  laughter,  and  incredulity,  while  they  were  doing 
that ;  for  they  knew  that  the  possession  of  power  would  vindicate  it» 
own  dignity,  especially  in  eyes  that  respect  nothing  else.  Bat  to  be 
thought  not  ^^  vigorous,"  not  statesman-like,  in  the  old  worldly  sense, 
— not  superior  to  sentiment  and  the  '<  bookmen," — ^not  good  peers,  and 
aristocrats,  and  high-fellows, — not  of  the  *'  order,"  the  *'  blood,"  the 
''  dear,  ducal"  game,  that  was  the  misgiving  that  gave  the  last  casting 
vote  in  favour  of  "  strong  measures"  against  poor  Ireland. 

Ask  you  why  Wharton  broke  through  every  role  P 
*T^vaB  all  for  fear  the  knaves  should  call  him  fo9ii,    % 

Ask  you  why  the  Whigs,  in  this  instance,  have  acted  like  Tories  ?  It 
is  because  they  live  with  Tories ;  because  they  meet  them  in  clubs,  and 
ball-rooms,  at  dinner-tables,  and  at  court ;  because  they  are  themselves 
of  the  Tory  "  order  /"  because  the  world  of  a  man's  habits  and  daily 
sphere  is  more  important  to  him,  except  with  the  very  greatest,  than 
the  world  of  his  species ;  in  short,  because  many  a  clever  man  before 
them  has  done  a  silly  thing  for  fear  of  being  thought  silly  by  his  caste, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  look  Tom  and  Dick  in  the  face. 

We  can  find  no  better  clue  to  the  secret.  The  lawyer  may  sophisti- 
cate about  respect  for  the  laws ;  the  kind  man  about  the  kindness  which 
he  mixes  with  his  severity :  but  where  kindness  by  itself  would  manifestly 
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be  sufficient,  considering  the  character  of  the  Irish ;  nay,  where  a  policf 
of  that  nature  would  perhaps  be  even  a  dangerous  policy  in  men  ambi- 
tious  of  smoothing  the  way  to  a  new  mode  of  arbitrary  power,  (and  w0 
have  at  leaH  as  much  right  to  assume  this,  as  the  Whigs  have  to  assert  that 
a  resort  to  the  old  measures  under  the  new  circumstances  can  do  good,) 
something  strange  and  superfluous  remains  to  be  accounted  for,  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  ordinary  argument,  when  we  see  them  resuming  the  measurea 
which  they  have  so  often  denounced  as  infamous,  and  not  to  be  thought 
of  under  any  possible  modification  of  circumstances.  And  we  can  find  no 
other.  We  admit  that  all  Ministries  have  talked  in  one  manner  when 
out,  and  have  acted  in  another  when  in ;  and  we  make  allowance  for  that 
commonplace  inconsistency.  But  setting  aside  the  new  and  peculiar 
pretensions  of  the  present  Ministry,  so  remote  as  they  would  have  us  be- 
lieve from  commonplaces  of  all  sorts,  we  are  of  opinion  that  one  of  the 
grounds  of  that  inconsistency  itself  is  not  always  the  necessity  which  is 
pleaded  for  it,  but  no  other  than  this  very  weakness  and  corporate  vanity ; 
the  ambition  of  shewing  the  riders  of  the  high  horse,  that  their  succes- 
sors can  ride  with  as  much  pride  and  power  as  they. 

We  look,  in  short,  upon  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the  circles  as  the 
real  authors  of  the  Irish  Disturbance  Bill.  It  is  civil  power  piqued  by 
the  military,  the  new  by  the  old,  and  giving  it  to  understand  that  it  can 
"  do  as  strong  things,"  and  be  as  bold  and  contemptuous. 

Oh  !  weak  strength  !  Oh  I  boldness  arising  out  of  fear ;  and  forgetting 
that  there  is  a  boldness  superior  both  to  military  insensibility  and  civil 
craft !  We  say  nothing  about  the  church,  because  we  verily  believe  that 
neither  party  care  for  the  church  ;  neither  for  what  it  thinks,  nor  what 
it  could  do.  The  church  is  abided  by,  not  for  its  own  sake,  but  from 
dread  of  letting  innovation  through  its  buttresses  in  too  large  a  flood  for 
the  safety  of  lay.proprietors.  Mr.  Townsend,  one  of  the  Durham  pre- 
bendaries, in  his  vigorous  pamphlet,  has  hit  that  nail  on  the  head ;  and 
ihe  sound  has  gone  out  into  every  abbey-land  in  the  kingdom.  But,  if 
the  Whigs  had  cared  for  the  church,  the  policy  of  love,  and  of  entirely 
kind  dealing  with  Ireland,  would  still  have  been  the  best,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated  on  other  accounts.  The  Irish  would  have  been  quick, 
perhaps  too  quick,  to  concede  in  return.  Their  time  would  have  now 
come  for  concession,  since  concession  was  no  longer  the  point,  but  gene- 
rosity, liove  would  have  brought  them  to  the  knees  of  the  ministers,  of 
the  court,  almost  of  the  clergy.  It  would  have  been  a  struggle  on  their 
side,  how  many  rights  they  could  have  waived  or  compounded  for ;  and 
O  Connell  might,  with  safety  and  honour,  have  sunk  into  a  member  of 
the  administration,  as  he  most  likely  would. 

When,  alas,  will  the  wise  men  of  this  world  learn  to  be  really  wise,  and 
have  the  courage  to  put  in  practice  the  doctrines  which  they  approve  ! 
If  the  Irish  had  been  ruled  with  love  instead  of  fear,  their  liistory  Would 
not  have  been  the  mass  of  blood  and  corruption  which  fear  has  rendered 
it.  Ireland  would  not  have  been  the  starved,  indignant,  and  lawless 
younger  brother  of  a  tyrannical  child.  If  Napolson,  instead  of  reviving 
the  Toryism  of  dynasties,  and  old  courts,  and  the  shooting  of  ejcasperaUd 
insurgents,  under  prbtenoe  of  thkir  reinq  ^ecesbary  to  good  ordbr,— - 
had  followed  up  his  victories  over  corruption  with  a  reiok  of  liOVB,  issu^ 
ing  none  but  edicts  of  kindness  and  Justice,  and  meeting  the  long,  secret, 
enraptured  wishes  of  the  human  race  ;  who  among  us  that  peruse*  these 
words,  doubts  for  one  instant y  that  he  wov{j>  now  have  been  at  the  tof 

OP  THE  WORLD  ! 
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Donare,  et  pretium  dicere  munerL 

Amongst  the  writers  and  poets  of  every  country^  the  greater  part 
appear  hut  as  personifications^  more  or  less  complete^  of  the  different 
modes  of  intellect  common  to  the  human  species^  They  are  citizens  of 
one  wide  commonwealth^— obeying  the  same  general  conditions^ — speak* 
ing,  with  merely  personal  distinctions  of  accent  and  subject^  the  same 
language^  and  bearing  cognizable  traits  of  the  universal  family  of  letters. 
But^  from  time  to  time^  there  appear  some,  whose  striking  individuality 
of  feature  excepts  them  from  this  general  relationship ;  whose  produc- 
tions, like  the  choice  wine  of  a  sun-favoured  plot  of  vineyard,  bear  the 
peculiar  race  of  their  own  soil ;  who  are  compact  of  certain  bright  and 
delicate  essences,  which  are  the  exclusive  gift  of  their  proper  sky  ;  and 
who  are  endowed  with  certain  exquisite  and  incommunicable  graces, 
belonging  to  themselves  as  individuals,  and  as  natives  of  a  given  spot. 
These  are  the  rarer  jewels  of  a  nation's  treasure-house,— each  set  apart, 
in  its  appropriate  chasing,  from  the  mass  of  less  distinguished  gold.  They 
oecur  but  rarely  in  the  most  highly-favoured  lands^ — some  are  altogether 
destitute  of  these  choice  apparitions.  France  may  exult  in  the  posses, 
sion  of  three,  at  least — Rabelais,  La  Fontaine,  and  Beranger. 

And  what,  it  will  be  asked,  is  this  last,  to  whom  so  exalted  a  fellow- 
ship is  assigned,  with  names  hallowed  by  the  praise  of  centuries  ?  A 
simple  chansonnier ;  the  writer,  in  short,  of  some  four  hundred  songs, 
married  to  the  commonest  music, — mere  tavern-measures,  and  at>«  dt 
vielle,  which  you  may  hear  in  every  workshop,  alley,  and  suburb,  chanted 
in  the  barracks,  in  wine-cellars,  and  guinguettes,  throughout  Paris — 
throughout  France.  Real  popular  songs : — ^not  elegant  "  National  Me- 
lodies," or  "  Songs  of  the  Salon,"  printed  on  satin-paper,  and  warbled 
by  fashionable  lips  alone ;  but  hearty,  bold,  genial  strains,  written  for, 
and  sung  by  the  people ;  and  yet  no  vulgar  strains — ^the  author  no  vul- 
gar poet.  Let  those  who  are  startled  by  our  styling  him  the  first  (with 
perhaps  the  sole  exception  of  De  La  Vigne)  that  modern  France  has  pro- 
duced, review  what  gifts  are  required  for  the  production  of  a  song  which 
shall  find  its  way  to  every  hearth  and  festival  throughout  a  nation. 
Thought  will  not  do  it ;  soft  or  tender  feelings,  and  welUtumed  periods, 
will  not  make  a  popular  song: — ^yet  it  requires  thought,  emotion,  and 
melody.  There  is  no  imposing  upon  the  choice  of  a  nation.  The  com- 
positions which  it  will  hear,  and  repeat,  and  make  its  own,  must  be  ener- 
getic and  faithful  utterances  of  the  experience  and  feelings  of  all.  From 
affectation  or  languor  they  turn  with  disgust ;  they  can  discern  no  beauty 
in  mere  ingenious  fictions ;  but  they  can  appreciate,  and  they  demand, 
fancy,  passion,  dramatic  effect,  rapidity,  pathos.  They  know  not,  indeed, 
how  to  express  this  demand,  or  to  explain  why  they  wiU  be  content  with 
no  less ;  but  they  are  deaf  to  all  productions  which  fulfil  not  the  natural 
craving  of  their  emotions.  Such  was,  in  older  times,  the  early  standard 
of  poetry.  ''  All  poetry,"  Herder  finely  says,  "  and  song  in  particular, 
was,  in  the  beginning,  thoroughly  popular  in  its  tone,  easy  and  simple, 
bom  of  the  accidents,  and  in  the  language  of  the  many,  and  instinct 
with  a  copious  and  lively  spirit  of  human  nature.  Song  delights  in  mul- 
titudes i  in  the  concert  of  the  many  :  it  requires  the  ear  of  the  listener  i 
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the  accord  of  voices  and  feelings."  Herder  speaks  well.  The  strains 
which  delight  a  people  must  be  vocal  and  flowing ;  they  must  possess 
that  mysterious  something  which  results  from  a  combination  of  the  fit- 
ting  measure  with  the  fitting  mood — the  joint  offspring  of  the  heart  and 
the  ear ;  that  exquisite  yet  subtle  essence  which  all  feel,  yet  none  can 
define.  Without  this,  you  may  have  fine  verses,  indeed,  but  no  song. 
You  are  a  stranger  to  that  charm  which  takes  the  ear  prisoner ;  sets  the 
lips  in  motion,  and  lingers  in  the  memory,  as  it  were  some  delicate  music 
warbled  by  Nature  herself.  Let  it,  therefore,  be  no  matter  of  surprise 
that  we  ascribe  to  one  who  has  fulfilled  these  conditions  the  highest  sta- 
tion  that  poetry  confers. 

'  Bdranger  is  as  yet,  we  believe,  little  known  in  England ;  the  public 
notices  that  have  been  given  us  of  his  writings  are  either  scanty  or  illi. 
beral.  An  attempt  to  display  him  in  fuller  proportions,  and,  as  we  trust, 
in  a  more  faithful  spirit,  will  not,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  prove  unwelcome  to 
our  readers.  The  intention  to  assume  this  grateful  task  dates  with  us 
almost  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  xrork ;  its  fulfilment  may 
now  be  entered  upon  with  the  more  propriety,  inasmuch  as  we  have  at 
length  before  us  the  long-expected  volume,  in  which  the  poet  binds  toge- 
ther  his  latest  productions,  to  lay  them  at  the  feet  of  the  public,  as  aa 
affectionate  farewell-offering. 

As  a  prelude  to  the  consideration  of  his  writings,  some  remarks  upon 
the  origin,  character,  and  influences  of  ancient  song, — ^that  earliest,  most 
vivid,  and  pervading  revelation  of  the  divine  spirit  of  poesy, — might 
appear  desirable  and  appropriate.  But  to  recall,  however  briefly,  the 
remoter  accents  of  this  voice,  from  the  shadows  of  other  times ;  to  pur- 
sue any  inquiry  into  its  sweet  and  excellent  tones ;  to  show  how  song 
has  evermore  alternately  been  the  interpreter  and  the  guide  of  the  feel- 
ings of  nations ;  to  display  its  concealed,  but  irresistible  power  over  the 
current  of  human  sentiment  and  action ;  to  do  this,  even  were  we  com- 
petent to  perform  the  task,  would  require  an  expansion  which  we  cannot 
give  to  this  fascinating  subject.  Nor  is  it  so  german  to  our  author  as  it 
might  at  first  appear.  The  conditions  under  which  a  song- writer  of  modern 
days  must  speak  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  are  no  longer  the  same 
which  regulated  the  earlier  utterances  of  national  poetry.  His  influence, 
however  universal,  is  exercised  through  different  organs,  even  while 
addressing  the  same  feelings  ;  and  the  nature  of  his  ministry,  in  all  but 
subject,  approaches  more  nearly  than  of  old,  to  that  of  other  forms  of 
poetry ;  a  circumstance  which  must  in  no  wise  be  forgotten  in  compar- 
ing modern  with  early  song.  Thus,  the  pursuit  of  this  delightful  topic, 
would  but  remotely  guide  us  to  a  due. appreciation  of  the  deserts  of 
Beranger. 

A  few  words,  however,  must  be  given  to  some  peculiar  features  of  the 
nation  to  whom  our  author  had  to  address  himself.  In  France,  the  fre- 
quency and  dominion  of  the  lighter  modes  of  song,  and  its  unquestioned 
liberty,  have  been  remarkable,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present.* 
The  genius  of  the  country,  and  of  the  language,  fostered  this  "  joyous 
art."      In  most  nations,  it  has  expired,  as  an  universal  image  of  the 

•  This  characteristic  was  as  strongly  marked  in  the  sixteenth  century  as  it  is  now. 
«  Les  Fran9ais"  (says  the  historian,  Claude  de  Seyssel,  in  1619)  "  ont  toujours  cu 
licence  et  liberty  tie  parlcr  k  leur  volenti  de  toutc  sorte  de  gens,  et  meme  de  leurs 
princes,  non  a])rcs  leur  mort  seiilemcnt,  mais  encore  de  leur  virant,  et  dans  leur  pre- 
sence." This  liberty  of  speech  found  its  vehicle  in  song;  it  was  for  a  long  time  the 
sole  liberty  thev  possessed. 
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general  feeling',  upon  their  attainment  to  a  certain  degree  of  culture  ;  in 
France  it  has  never  fur  an  instant  disappeared  or  lust  its  place.  The 
gny^  social  character  of  the  people,  their  quick  perception  of  the  ridicu- 
lous, their  ready  wit,  their  changeful  temperament, — formed  a  language, 
which  (poor  as  it  may  he  in  the  resources  of  nohler  expression)  is  beyond 
4ill  others,  rich  and  happy  in  the  utterance  of  merriment,  fondness,  and 
sarcasm  ;  and  gave  birth  to  infinite  varieties  of  song. 

*^  Le  Fran<^ais,  nS  malin,  cria  le  vaudeville"  There  is  not  more  wit 
than  truth  in  the  well-known  mot  of  Champfort,  that  France  was  une 
monarchic  absolue  tempSree  par  des  chansons.  In  the  most  despotic  times, 
(until  the  last  exhibition  of  Bourbon  decrepitude)  song  went  free  through- 
out the  land,  from  hovel  to  palace ;  and  sported  alike  with  the  furred 
robe  of  justice,  and  the  rochet  of  the  ecclesiastics.  In  the  days  of  the 
League,  it  exerted  a  power  superior  to  the  enfeebled  laws ;  it  reigned  in 
full  glory  during  the  strange  comedy  of  the  Fronde  ;  and  was  heard  with 
great  poignancy  and  effect  amidst  the  disputed  between  Orleans  and  the 
Parliament.  It  was  a  fourth  estate  in  France,  where  the  expression 
Toutfinit  par  des  chansons,  has  become  proverbial ;  it  was  by  these  that 
a  mercurial  people  consoled  themselves  for  the  oppressions  of  power,  and 
found  a  vent  for  their  feelings,  which  the  wily  Mazarin  was  glad  ta 
respect.  **  He  bien,  que  dit  le  peuple  des  nouveaux  edits  ?"  "  Mon^ 
siegneur,  le  peuple  chante !"  "  Le  peuple  cante  ?"  he  replied,  in  his 
Italian  patois,  "  il  paiera  !"  But  the  pressure  of  servitude  did  not  fail 
to  impair  the  character  of  their  minstrelsy.  A  light  capricious  ridicule 
was  its  boldest  weapon  of  attack  ;  and  its  social  effusions  (such  is  ever 
the  case  with  slaves)  were  of  a  careless  and  heartless  epicurism. 
They  repeat,  amidst  all  their  grace  and  cheerfulness,  the  one  pitiful 
iheme^  "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die."  Their  pathos, 
in  its  rare  occurrence,  is  of  the  same  flimsy  nature ;  as  hollow  as  the 
Egyptian  reveller's  skull,  and,  in  like  manner,  introduced  but  to  stimulate 
the  zest  of  the  banquet.  Such,  briefly,  was  the  general  character  of 
French  song  under  the  ancien  rigime  ;  and  it  is  observable  in  the  most 
celebrated  of  Stranger's  predecessors,  such  as  Chaulieu,  Colle,  Panard, 
and  Desaugiers.  But  the  French  Revolution,  amidst  other  great  changes, 
prepared  the  nation  to  require  that  some  more  earnest  accents  should 
mingle  with  the  levity  of  their  favourite  form  of  poetry ;  when,  after 
the  terrible  uproar  of  civil  disorder,  its  voice  again  began  to  make  itself 
heard.  B^ranger  truly  felt,  that  to  be  sung  by  all  classes  of  a  people 
born  amidst  the  Revolution  of  1790,  required  something  more  than 
Anacreon's  confession  of  faith — gay  chansons  d  boire,  the  mockery  of 
jealous  husbands,  or  brilliant  epigrams  upon  the  minor  absurdities  of  an 
exclusive  class  of  society. 

Littje  of  biographical  incident  belongs  to  our  author's  life.  Mes  chan. 
sons,  c'est  mot,  w^as  his  own  faithful  expression ; — in  these  the  chief  inte- 
rest of  his  career  must  be  sought.  He  was  born  of  obscure  parents  in 
Paris,  in  1782;  and  having,  it  would  seem,  early  lost  his  father,  passed 
his*  childhood  under  the  care  of  an  old  tailor,  his  maternal  grandfather. 
To  these  humble  circumstances,  in  after  life,  he  took  an  ingenuous  pride 
in  alluding.  His  flrst  occupation  is  said  to  have  been  that  of  gar^on 
d'auberge;  from  whence,  at  eight  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  to  learn  the 


*  One  circumstance  befell  in  his  childhood  which  Latin  superstition  would  have 
deemed  a  presage,  if  not  the  cause  of  his  subsequent  eminence.  He  was  strack  by 
lightning. 
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trade  of  a  printer^  to  a  M.  Laisney^  at  Peronne.  This  was  a  good^  and, 
in  some  degree,  a  literary  man ;  and  the  talent  of  the  young  apprentice 
did  not  pass  unnoticed.  According  to  B^ranger's  own  account,  his  mas- 
ter, having  failed  in  the  attempt  to  teach  him  to  spell  correctly,  awakened 
in  him  a  taste  for  poetry — (we  should  say,  fostered  a  taste,  of  which  he 
had  already  detected  the  germ) — gave  him  lessons  in  the  art  of  versifi- 
cation, and  corrected  his  first  efforts.  With  this  indulgent  master  printer 
he  remained  for  some  time,  during  which,  it  may  be  supposed,  he  made 
some  progress  in  repairing  the  deficiencies  of  his  early  education.  In  the 
year  1796,  he  returned  to  Paris.  Amidst  the  turbulent  and  shifting  scenes 
of  which  that  capital  was  now  the  theatre,  he  appears  to  have  passed  some 
years  in  a  desultory  aiid  .aimless  manner ;  but  the  activity  of  his  mind 
forbids  us  to  suppose  that  either  his  industry  or  his  observation  was  dor- 
mant the  while.  He  appears  to  have  early  resolved  to  embrace  the  pro. 
fe^on  of  an  author ;  and  the  years  which  were  passed  in  uncertain  and 
abortive  attempts  in  various  kinds  of  composition,  were  not,  therefore,  wholly 
unprofitable.  To  his  early  struggles  with  adversity,  he  was,  no  doubt, 
indebted  for  much  of  that  sympathy  with  the  feelings,  and  insight  into 
the  character,  of  the  lower  ranks  of  society,  which  he  was  one  day  to  tarn 
into  a  talisman  of  power.  The  early  necessity  of  self-aid  would  encou- 
rage the  bold  independence  of  his  character,  and  an  acquaintance  with 
hardship,  and  with  those  rigid  outlines  of  the  anatomy  of  passion  and 
temperament  which  polished  society  conceals,  were  doubtless  of  use  in 
giving  determination  and  firmness  to  his  poetical  vision.  After  wearing 
on,  in  poverty  and  disappointment,  until  1803,  he  at  length,  as  a  last  ex- 
pedient, enclosed  some  of  his  poems  to  Lucien  Bonaparte — ^little  hoping, 
according  to  his  own  account,  to  obtain  a  reply.  But  this  amiable  man, 
himself  a  lover  of  poetry,  held  out  the  hand  of  kindness  to  the  youn^ 
author,  administered  to  his  immediate  wants,  and  ultimately,  we  believe^ 
was  the  means  of  procuring  him  the  small  appointment  in  the  Bureau 
d' Instruction  Publique,  which  he  retained  until  the  restoration.  Relieved 
firom  the  pressure  of  want,  he  now  began  to  study  with  some  definite  aim ; 
and  having  chosen  song  as  the  province  of  his  ambition,  he  devoted  him. 
self,  with  what  success  remains  to  be  told,  to  the  assiduous  cultivation  of 
that  style  of  writing.  We  say  assiduous  ;  for,  from  his  earliest  appear- 
ance as  a  poet,  his  productions  are  characterized  by  that  exquisite  com- 
pleteness and  finish  which,  although  producing  the  effect  of  fluency  and 
ease,  evince  to  all  but  the  most  superficial  examination,  the  consummate 
address,  care,  and  proportion  with  which  they  are  composed.  We  may 
here  take  occasion  to  remark,  that  at  no  period  of  his  career  has  Beranger 
been  what  is  called  a  re€idy  writer ;  many  of  his  favourite  songs  have  been 
the  result  of  weeks  of  labour ;  and  the  mastery,  he  has  won  over  the  re- 
sources of  his  language ;  the  inimitable  harmony  of  his  versification  ;  the 
almost  startling  happinesses  of  expression,  and  a  seeming  hardihood  of 
simplicity  which  distinguish  his  productions,  have  been  the  fruit  of  un- 
remitting diligence.  Upon  this,  some  of  our  readers  may  be  tempted  to 
exclaim  with  Marc^lle  in  the  comedy,  ''  Que  de  choees  dans  un  menuei  !  " 
Let  such  attempt  the  translation  of  one  of  these  simple-seeming  lays, 
and  they  will  discover  whether  we  have  spoken  sooth,  or  no. 

Bdranger's  first  publications  were  little  more  than  happy  specimens  of 
the  common  style  of  French  song ;  but  the  individual  tincture  of  his  mind, 
as  he  proceeded,  soon  began  to  colour  bis  productions.  He  had  already 
conceived  the  ambition  of  lending  wider  wings  to  song ;  and  the  fine  vein 
of  pensiveness  which  was  a  constituent  part  of  his  being,  stole  through 
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tbe  brightest  current  of  his.  gaiety.  The  pen  which  was  afterwards  to 
describe  indelible  lines  of  sarcasm^  preluded  lightly  with  the  Ro%d*Yoetot, 
(in  which  the  ambition  of  Napoleon  is  pleasantly  iouched^}  or  with  Le 
Senateur  (a  burlesque  said  to  have  relaxed  the  brow  of  the  stern  Emperor 
himself.)  He  was  but  playing  with  the  foil^  until  his  hand  should  become 
familiar  with  a  brighter  weapon. 

His  first  essays,  the  while,  were  timid  and  unpretending.  To  achieve  all 
he  had  dared  to  conceive,  required  a  matured  skill,  and  the  vigour  of 
more  than  youth.  For  one  of  his  frank,  joyous,  and  tender  disposition, 
social  and  amatory  themes  could  not  fail  to  possess  an  irresistible  attrac- 
tion ;  and  to  such  are  most  of  his  early  songs  dedicated.  Of  these,  we  se- 
lect the  graceful  little  hijou,  entitled  Roger  BontempSy  the  first  of  a  class 
'of  compositions  (which  may  be  called  his  cabinet-sketches)  in  which  our 
author  eminently  excels.  So  varied,  so  bright  and  picturesque,  are  these 
imaginary  characters,  struck  out  by  a  few  happy  touches,  yet  quick  with 
the  spirit  of  truth  and  vitality,  that  once  presented,  they  become  part  of  our 
recollections,  as  known  originals,  and  not  as  the  mere  creations  of  a  poet's 
wilL  We  had  thought,  in  self-defence,  to  say  something  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  the  English  translator  of  Beranger  has  to  encounter,  and  of 
the  reasons  which  induced  us,  after  some  reflection,  to  attempt  a  task, 
in  which  little  success  could  attend  labours  far  better  directed  than  ours. 
Our  explanation  would,  however,  interfere  with  the  prescribed  economy 
of  space  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  conform  ;  and  we  must  be  content  to 
abandon  our  versions  to  the  mercy  of  the  reader,  confident  that  our  least 
severe  critics  will  be  those  whom  a  knowledge  of  the  inimitable  originals 
will  enable  to  appreciate  all  the  stubbornness  of  such  an  essay. 

<<  To  shame  the  fretfulnesi 

That  luUen  fools  betrayj 
Amidst  a  land^s  disticsB, 

Was  bom  one  Robin  May. 
All  snarlen  to  despise, — 

Live  free, — and  shun  display,— 
Ah,  gay  1  was  the  device 

Of  comely  Robin  May. 

^  The  hat  his  fiither  o^vncd 

On  holidays  to  wear, 
With  rose  and  ivy  bound, 

To  give  a  buxom  air ; 
Coarse  jerkin,  patched  and  torn^ 

With  years  of  service  grey, — 
Gay !  was  the  costume  worn 

By  comely  Robin  May. 

<<  A  pallet  in  his  hut, 

A  table  at  its  side, 
A  pack  of  cards,  a  flute, 

A  flaslc,  by  cliance  supplied  ;— 
A  sketch  of  Rose,— a  chest, 

fiut  nought  within  to  lay, — 
Gay !  was  the  wealth  possessed 

By  comely  Robin  May. 

**  With  urchins  far  and  near, 

Their  childish  games  to  ply,^ 
A  ready  part  to  bear 

In  stories  quaint  and  sly  ; — 
To  con  his  song-book  o^er, 
^  And  judge  of  dance  or  play  ;— 

Ah,  gay  I  was  all  the  lore 

Of  comely  Robin  May. 
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<<  In  lack  of  vintafe  rare, 

To  quaff  hii  home-prcflied  wine : 
To  think  hiB  Roie  more  fiiir 

Than  damea  predae  and  fine  'y- 
With  glad  and  loTin«:  look 

To  meet  the  cominf  day  ^.^ 
Ah,  gay !  was  Wisdom's  book 

To  comely  Robin  May. 

'<  To  say,  <  I  trust,  in  need. 

Thy  goodness,  boonteoos  Heaven ) 
And  be  the  cheerful  creed 

That  guides  my  acts  forgiven  ! 
And  let  my  Winter  pair 

With  Spring,  till  lift  decay  :'_ 
Ah,  gay  I  was  still  the  prayer 

Of  comely  Robin  May. 

<<  Ye  ridi,  who  yearn  and  fret. 

Ye  poor,  who  pine  and  fear, 
V  And  you,  whose  wheels  forget 

Their  former  bright  career  ;— 
And  you,  who  soon  may  lose 

The  titles  ye  display. 
Ah,  gay  1  for  pattern  choose 

The  comely  Robin  May  T 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  allude  to  the  tone  of  more  than  poetical 
license  which  disfigures  many  of  the  songs  composed  by  Beranger  during 
this  period,  and  which  renders  the  greater  part  of  his  portraits  unsuit- 
able for  exhibition  to  general  readers.  This  strong  ground  of  objection 
is  the  more  to  be  lamented^  as  it  compels  us  to  pass  over  some  of  the 
most  lively  and  characteristic  of  his  productions ;  his  Lisettes  and  Mar- 
mots, though,  we  are  sorry  to  confess,  anything  but  correct  or  exem- 
plary,  are,  nevertheless,  so  gay,  gentle,  brilliant,  and  capricious,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  avoid  loving,  even  while  we  condemn  them.  Upon  this 
head  of  accusation  we  shall  not  presume  to  apologize  for  the  offences 
against  propriety  with  which  Beranger  has  not  unjustly  been  charged ; 
some  alleviation  of  the  censure  might,  however,  be  found  in  a  glance  at 
the  moral  laxity  which  has  ever  prevailed  in  France  on  these  subjects, 
and  which  the  disorders  subsequent  to  the  Revolution  had  pushed  to  an 
extreme  latitude,  at  the  period  when  Bdranger  began  to  write.  It  is 
but  fair  to  state  his  own  apology  for  the  levity  with  which,  throughout 
his  entire  career,  his  productions  are  continually  disfigured : — that  it 
obtained  for  his  more  earnest  accents,  amongst  all  classes,  an  attention 
which,  otherwise,  they  would  not  have  received.  Of  the  extent  to  which 
this  excuse  is  valid,  we  cannot  pretend  to  judge ;  in  any  case,  it  reflects 
little  credit  either  on  the  poet  or  the  public.  In  order  to  spare  our- 
selves a  recurrence  to  such  unwelcome  observations,  we  may  here  dis- 
pose of  the  other  serious  charge  of  impiety,  which  has  been  urged 
against  his  attacks  on  priestcraft  and  intolerance.  We  do  not  think  him 
equally  guilty  upon  this  count.  Many  of  his  satires,  indeed,  employ  a 
freedom  of  language  which  would  offend  English  ears ;  yet,  allowance 
must,  in  fairness,  be  made  for  national  habit ;  and  it  would  be  unjust  to 
accuse  an  individual  for  the  use  of  a  liberty  which  the  custom  of  his 
age  has  in  some  degree  sanctioned.  It  was  B^ranger's  misfortune  to 
be  born^  at  a  time  when  religion  seemed  to  be  utterly  annihilated  in 
France,  and  to  live  to  see  her  name  prostituted  to  the  basest  cravings 
of  a  wicked  despotism.  His  own  remark  upon  this  accusation  deserves 
to  be  heard.  "  When  religion,"  he  says,  "  becomes  a  political  instrument, 
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her  sacred  character  is  sure  to  be  disallowed :  the  most  charitable  re« 
gard  her  with  intolerance ;  and  believers^  whose  faith  is  not  what  they 
see  her  teach^  will,  at  times,  in  self-defence,  attack  her  in  the  sanctuary 
itself.  I,  who  am  one  of  these  believers,  have  never  proceeded  to  such 
lengths,  bat  have  contented  myself  with  ridiculing  the  trappings  of  Ca- 
tholicism.    Is  this  impiety  ?" 

For  some  years  Beranger  pursued  his  sportive  career ;  but  the  time 
approached,  which  was  to  teach  his  muse  a  graver  and  a  sadder  tone.  The 
disasters  which  darkened  the  close  of  Napoleon's  reign ;  the  fall  of  that 
nughty  being;,  whom,  with  all  his  love  for  freedom,  the  poet  never  ceased 
to  idolize  personally ;  the  veiling  of  France's  military  glory,  to  which 
his  inmost  soul  had  thrilled ;  and,  above  all,  the  insvdting  presence  of 
foreign  conquerors  in  her  mourning  capital : — ^these  terrible  events,  oc- 
earring  in  rapid  succession,  changed  into  foittemees  and  lamentation 
the  gay  indifference  of  his  song.  From  this  time  forth,  a  strain  of  deep 
and  indignant  sorrow  pervades  his  compositions  ;  many  of  which  de- 
nounce the  invaders  of  his  country,  or  recall,  with  fond  regret,  the  pe- 
riod of  her  departed  glories.  To  such  emotions  the  beautiful  song, 
F/««  de  Politique^  composed  in  the  summer  of  1&15,^  g^ves  utterance. 
Its  mournful  playfulness  enhances,  with  exquisite  effect,  the.  suppressed 
grief  which  it  appears  to  oonceaL  It  is  addressed,  as  are  most  of  his 
songs  oi  a  similar  character,  to  his  mistress. 

**  My  fill,  my  joy  hi  wo  and  we&l, 

Though  worshipped  still,  you  oft  complain 

That  musingv  on  my  country  steal 

My  thoughts  from  love's  delicious  reign : 

If  politics  offend  yoiir  ear, 
Though  State  abuses  urge  me  sore, 

Compose  your  clouded  brow,  my  dear, 
1*11  mention  them  no  more  1 

**  I  mind  it  well — for  you  were  by,— 

While  riyals  sought  your  ear,  perchance, 
I  traced  the  splendid  pageantry 

Of  arts,  whose  triumph  brightened  France ; 
When,  suppliant  to  her  proud  career, 

Surrounding  lands  their  tribute  bore — 
Compose  your  clouded  brow,  my  dear, 
m  speak  of  these  no  more  ! 

*^  And  I,  whose  tremours  all  deride^ 

Presumed,  amidst  our  amorous  plays, 
To  tell  you,  love,  of  wars ;  and  tried 

To  sing  our  haughty  soldiers'  praise. 
Earth,  bowed  beneath  the  conqueror's  spear. 

Beheld  her  kings  their  might  ador^— 
Compose  your  clouded  brow,  my  dear, 
111  sing  of  them  no  more  ! 

«  Though  all  unwearied  of  your  chain, 
I  prayed  that  France  were  Freedom's  home, 

And  scared  light  fancies  from  your  brain. 
By  tales  of  Athens  and  of  Rome. 

But  though  with  deep  distrust  I  hear 
The  oaths  a  modern  Titus  *  sworer— 

Compose  your  clouded  brow,  my  dear, 
111  spealc  of  sueh  no  more  I 

<<  Our  France,  that  queen  iHthout  a  peer. 

Enthroned  an  envious  world  above^ 
Was  all  your  jealous  eye  could  fear 

To  find  your  rival  in  my  love :  


•  The  poet  alludes  to  the  declarations  of  Loula  XVIII.  on  his  restoration- 

N« 
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Alas !  for  her,  how  many  a  tear. 

What  fond  and  fruitless  vows  I  pour  f 
Compose  your  clouded  brow,  my  dear, 
1*11  mention  her  no  more  I 

'<  Yes,  my  sweet  friend!  you  counsel  well ; 

*Twere  best,  forgetting  glorious  themes, 
In  noiseless  calm,  obscure  to  dwell. 

And  slumber,  lapped  in  Pleasure's  dream& 
The  banded  foemen  triumph  here,—* 

Our  braye  are  quelled — our  pride  is  o'er  I— 
Nay  I  smooth  your  troubled  brow,  my  dear, 
ni  speak  of  them  no  more  !" 

With  the  restoiation  of  the  Bourbons  began  our  anther's  decided 
appearance  as  a  satirist.  The  exchange  of  the  splendours  of  the  empire 
for  a  revival  of  the  feehle  pretensions  of  the  old  regime;  the  absurd 
insolence  of  the  restored  emigrants ;  the  servile  facility  with  which  the 
creatures  of  Napoleon  adopted  the  livery  of  royalism ;  and,  above  all, 
the  ill-disguised  attempts  to  force  the  yoke  of  a  bigoted  hierarchy  upon 
the  necks  of  the  French  people,  afforded  pregnant  matter  for  the  exer- 
cise of  his  invective.  Upon  these  he  poured,  in  rapid  succession,  his  bright 
and  pungent  sarcasms ;  which  were  at  once  caught  up  and  repeated  on 
all  hands.  He  was  now  fully  conscious  of  his  powers  and  confident  in 
his  vocation.  He  saw  that  the  Bourbons  were  irreclaimably  hostile  to 
the  welfare  of  France,  and  that  the  warfare  with  monarchy,  (in  their 
sense  of  the  term,)  and  with  religion,  (as  they  abusively  styled  the  in. 
troduction  of  the  old  tyranny  of  a  priesthood,)  was  not  to  rest  until  one 
party  or  the  other  should  conquer.  He  threw  his  muse  into  the  arms 
of  the  people ;  his  songs  were  composed  for  the  commonest  street  airs ; 
his  language,  without  losing  its  g^ace  or  propriety,  hecame  more  pointed, 
terse,  and  vernacular ;  his  aim  was  now  to  give  his  countrymen  a 
music  which  should  rally  them  around  the  banners  of  the  cause  for 
which  they  were  to  fight.  Various  and  spirit-stirring  were  its  accents  : 
now  quick  in  sarcasm,  now  indignant  in  denunciation ;  at  times  softened 
by  allusions  to  former  days,  and  arousing,  with  thrilling  pathos,  memo- 
ries which  were  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  No  wonder  that  the 
Bourbons  regarded  this  formidable  adversary  with  dismay :  but  while 
his  songs  were  chiefly  circulated  in  manuscript,  they  were  unable  to 
fall  upon  their  anonymous  antagonist.  We  have  already  mentioned  the 
reasons  which  will  prevent  us  from  exhibiting  any  of  his  satires  against 
the  monkery  of  the  day — ^which  are  by  far  the  most  powerful  and  witty 
of  his  attacks ; — the  specimen  which  we  subjoin,  is  directed  against  a 
class  of  which,  4o  the  disgrace  of  Frenchmen,  the  Restoration  displayed 
numerous  and  hateful  instances. 

*^  Sir  Judas  is  a  pleasant  rogue ; 

And  you  will  hear  him  roundly  swear. 
He  changed  not  sides  to  suit  the  rogue^-. 
One  colour  was  Ms  constant  wear  u^' 
We,  who  hate  all  knaves  that  borrow*- 
White  to-day,  and  black  to.4norrow— 
Let's  speak  low, 
Let*s  speak  low, 
Judas  passed  me  here  just  now. 

'<  Curious — fond  the  news  to  guess, 

Mark  him,  censor,  free  from  guile. 
Writing  for  the  public  press. 

Mouthing  bold,  in  liberal  style ;«- 
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Yet  if  we  but  dream  of  hinting 

At  the  open  right  of  printing ; 

Let*B speak  low,  (his,) 
Judas  passed  me  here  just  now. 
'<  Careless  who  may  point  or  mock, 

CoMrard,  with  unblushing  face, 
See  him  mount  a  soldier*s  frock, 
With  a  cross*  his  breast  to  grace  :— 
•  We^  who  lore  to  tell  the  story 

Of  our  warriors'  deeds  of  glory,^ 

Let*8  speak  low,  (bU.) 
Judas  past  me  here  just  now. 

^  Last  and  worst,  his  sullied  tongue 

Dares  to  ape  the  patriot's  tone^ 
And  of  Prance's  grief  and  wrong 

'  Never  speaks  without  a  groan  : 

Wey  whose  bitter  curses  fall 
On  every  traitorous  son  of  Gaul — 

Let's  speak  low,  (bis*) 
Judas  passed  Ine  here  just  now. 

'^  With  a  meek  and  honest  air, 

Master  Judas  loudly  cries^ 
<  Here,  alas  !  m^  friends  beware 

Of  the  Tile  police's  spies  !* 
We^  who  chase  with  scorn  and  gibe 
Every  scoundrel  of  the  tribe — 

Let's  speak  low,  (bis.) 
Judas  passed  me  here  just  now  !" 

We  will  now  return  to  our  author's  picture  gallery  for  something  of  a 
gentler  character.  Here  is. a  rare  and  pleasant  companion— the  Aveugle 
de  Bagnoiet,  sketched  in  the,  brightest  colours^  and  absolutely  smiling 
from  the  canvass.  Yet  there  is  a  trace  here  and  there,  as  though  the 
artist  (it  is  his  wont)  had  brushed  away  a  tear  or  two  as  he  finished  the 
picture. 

«  Of  late  I  met,  at  Bagnolet, 

A  grey-beard  with  a  constant  smile ; 
Blind,  from  the  wars  he  came  away. 

And  poor,  he  begs,  and  sings  the  while ; 
He  turns  his  viol,*)-  to  repeat, 
'  Tis  Pleasure's  children  I  entreat, 

Ah  !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray,— 
And  all  are  prompt  to  give  and  greet, — 
Ah  I  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray, 
To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet  !* 

*<  A  little  damsel  guides  his  way. 
And  when  a  joyous  crowd  he  nears, 
y  At  revel  on  the  green,  he'll  say, 

<  Like  you,  /  danced  in  former  years  ! 
Young  men,  who  press,  with  rapturous  air, 
The  yielded  hand  of  many  a  fair. 

Ah  t  give  a  trifle,  give>  I  pray ; 
In  youth,  I  did  not  oft  despair, 

Ah  I  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray, 
To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet !' 

^  He  says,  whene'er  a  city  dame 

He  meets  in  haunts  of  gay  resort,^ 
*  How  often  here,  when  Fanny  came. 

We  made  her  crabbed  spouse  our  sport  I 

*  The  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 
•f  This  iimplA  instrument,  properly  called  the  vielle^  is  a  kind  of  '^  property^^of  the 
French  mendicants.    It  has  of  late  often  been  seen  in  the  south  of  England,  in  the 
hands  of  little  French  beggars. 
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Fond  damei,  who  loYe  tht  dim  retre»t 
Where  maree  are  laid  for  Hymen*!  feet. 

Ah  I  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray^ 
I  love  to  laugh  at  husbande  yet  $ 

Ah  !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 

To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet  T 

«  To  certain  girli,  a  lightiome  crew, 

Whoee  beautiei  long  engaged  hit  care^ 
'  Ah !  charming  still,'  he  sayi^  <  punue  , 

Your  life  of  love,  Iw  glad  and  lair  I 
Too  oft  my  prayen  attempt,  in  vain, 
From  hcartleas  pnidee  an  almi  to  gain— 

Ahl  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 
To  you  refusal  costs  such  pain ! 

Ah  1  give  a  trifls^  give,  I  piay. 

To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet!* 

<<  Where  revellers  in  the  bower  carouse. 

He  says,  <  Remember,  as  ye  poor. 
That  here  the  sunniest  year  allows 

No  vintage-gleanings  to  the  poor ! 
Glad  sooIS)  whose  merry  faces  shine 
O'er  beakers  filled  with  aged  wine — 

Ah  !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 
The  sourest  draught's  a  treat  in  mine. 

Ah  I  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray, 

To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet!* 

'^  Where,  drinking  deep,  a  soldier-band. 

In  chorus  shout  their  amorous  lays, 
And  ring  the  glass  from  hand  to  hand. 
To  pledge  the  feats  of  other  days, — 
He  says,  by  memory  stirr'd  to  tears, 
*  Ei^oy  what  Friendship's  charm  endears—. 

Ah !  give  a  trifle^  give,  I  pray, 
Like  you,  /  carried  arms  for  years  i 

Ah !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 

To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnc^t  !* 

«  In  fine,  we're  bound  in  truth  to  state. 
In  quest  of  alms,  'tis  said,  he's  seen 

More  rarely  at  the  church's  gate^ 
Than  near  the  tavern  on  the  green ; 

With  all  whom  Pleasure*s  garlands  bind 

The  beggar  and  his  rote  I  find,-— 

<  Ah !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 

Enjoyment  makes  the  heart  so  kind  ! 

Ah  !  give  a  trifle,  give,  I  pray. 
To  the  blind  man  of  Bagnolet  1' " 

We  cannot  say  much  fot  the  morals  of  this  dear  old  mendicant ;  of 
his  cheerfulness  and  pleasantry  there  can  but  be  one  opinion.  It  is  in- 
teresting  to  compare  this  happy  creation  with  our  own  Edie  OchUtree, 
and  to  trace  the  distinctions  of  national  character,  as  respectively  dis- 
played and  coloured  by  the  minds  that  give  birth  to  these  kindred 
creations. 

But  this,  however  exquisite,  is  not  Beranger's  highest  tone  of  portrai- 
ture. We  will  follow  him  to  the  contemplation  of  a  more  remote  and 
sombre  object ;  the  representation  of  which,  but  for  his  impressive  sue 
cess,  might  well  have  been  deemed  beyond  the  capacity  of  a  song.  It 
is  the  gloomy  and  terrible  Louis  XI. ;  and  with  what  thorough  mastery 
does  he  not  depict  the  moral  of  his  tale,  in  a  few  short  stanzas !  For 
dramatic  and  poetical  merit,  we  would  place  this  composition  by  the  side 
of  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  produced.  The  scene  is  a 
village  green  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plessis-les-Tours,  it  opens  amidst 
the  mirth  of  a  peasant's  holiday  :— 
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<<  Welcome!  ffport  that  sweetens  labour  1 

Village  maidens,  village  boys, 
Neighbour  hand  in  hand  with  neighbour, 
Dance  we,  singing  to  the  tabor. 

And  the  sackbut>  merry  noise  I 

«  Our  aged  king,  whose  name  we  breathe  in  dread, 

Louis,  the  tenant  of  yon  dreary  plle^ 
Designs,  in  this  fair  prime  of  flowers,  *tis  said, 

To  yiew  our  sports,  and  try  if  he  can  smile. 
Welcome !  sport,  &c. 

^  While  laughter,  love,  and  song  are  here  abroad, 

His  jealous  fears  imprison  Louis  there ; 
He  dreads  his  peers,  his  people— ay,  his  God ; 

But,  more  than  all,  the  mention  of  his  heir. 
Welcome !  sport,  &c 

<<  Look  there  !  a  thousand  lances  gleam  afiir, 
In  the  warm  sunlight  of  this  gentle  spring  1— 
•     And,  'midst  the  clang  of  bolts,  that  grate  and  jar. 
Heard  ye  the  warder's  challenge  sharply  ring  ? 
Welcome  I  sport,  Itc. 

<<  He  comes  t  He  comes !  Alas !  this  mighty  king 

With  enyy  well  the  hovel's  peace  may  view ; 
See !  where  he  stands,  a  pale  and  spectnl  thing ! 

And  glares  askance  the  serried  lialberts  through  ! 
Welcome  I  sport,  &c. 

'<  Beside  our  cottage  hearths,  how  bright  and  grand 

Were  all  our  visions  of  a  monarch's  air  I 
What  I  is  his  sceptre  but  that  trembling  hand  ? 

Is  that  his  crown— .a  forahead  seamed  by  care  ? 
Welcome !  sport,  &c 

^  In  vain  we  sing ;  at  yonder  distant  chime, 
Shivering,  he  starts ! — ^'twas  but  the  village  bell ! 

But  evermore  the  sound  that  notes  the  time 
Strikes  to  his  ear  an  omen  of  his  knell ! 
Welcome !  sport,  &c. 

<<  Alas !  our  joys  some  dark  distrust  inspire ! 

He  flies,  attended  by  his  chosen  slave  u^ 
Beware  his  hate ;  and  say,  <  our  gracious  Sire 

A  loving  smile  to  greet  his  children  gave.' 
Welcome !  sport,  ftc" 

MHiat  are  the  details  of  Comines,  or  the  Cronique  Scandakuse,  to 
the  energy  of  this  speaking  picture  ? 

Ko  writer,  with  whom  we  are  acquainted,  has  surpassed,  few  have 
equalled  B^ranger  in  the  blending  of  gaiety  with  pathetic  sentiment. 
An  exquisite  pensiveness  tempers  his  social  mirth ;  it  adds  an  inde- 
scribable charm  to  his  patriotic  aspirations ;  it  beautifies,  in  an  especial 
manner,  the  utterances  of  his  love.  With  what  a  novel  grace  has  it 
here  invested  an  address  to  his  young  mistress  !  The  poet  anticipates  a 
time  when  he  shall  be  no  more,  and  she,  the  beautiful,  the  light-hearted, 
his  grey-haired  survivor,  with  whose  imagined  thoughts  he  composes  his 
own  epieedium.  We  have  rarely  met  with  a  subject,  so  diflicult,  or  so 
finely  bandied.  He  converts  **  to  favour  and  to  prettiness"  a  prospect, 
the  intrusion  of  which,  in  the  moment  of  young  passion,  is  naturally 
chilling  and  importunate ;  and  throws  his  funeral  garland,  like  a  spring 
coffering,  at  the  feet  of  his  beloved. 

^  YesI  age  will  ihde  your  cheek,  my  fair  and  bright ! 

Old  age  will  come,  when  I  shall  be  no  more ; 
Methinks  that  Time,  impatient  in  his  flight. 

Hath  twice  my  vanished  summers  counted  o'er. 
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Sunriye  me,  love !  When  age*i  pahif  betide,    . 

Recall  the  words  I  mttrmured  at  your  feet ; 
And,  cheerful  matixm,  by  your  calm  fireside^  . 

Your  buried  lover's  favourite  songs  repeat  5 

**  When  curious  eyes  peruse  your  wrinkled  cheek, 

To  trace  what  beauties  once  inspired  my  song^ 
The  young,  who  loye  of  tender  themes  to  speak, 

Will  ask  ;  *  And  what  was  he  you  moumM  so  long  ?* 
Then,  if  you  can,  describe  my  love,  nor  hide 

Its  depth,  its  passion,  even  its  jealous  heat : 
And,  cheerftil  matron,  by  your  calm  fireside^ 

Your  buried  lover^s  fisYourite  songs  repeat ! 

'<  Theyll  ask ;  <  And  knew  this  friend  the  skill  to  plead  ?* 

You  then  may  say,  without  a  blush, '  I  loved  !' — 
<  Could  baseness  tempt  him  to  unworthy  deed  ?* 

YouMl  answer,  <  No  T  by  proud  emotions  moved. 
Say,  he  was  fond  and  gay,  and  loved  to  guide 

A  sportive  lyre,  with  accents  sad  and  sweet : 
And,  cheerful  matron,  by  your  calm  fireside. 

Your  buried  lover^s  fiivourite  songs  repeat ! 

^  You,  whom  I  taught  to  weep  for  Franice*s  wrongs. 

Her  modem  champions**  progeny  may  tell, 
Their  sirens  renown,  and  Hope,  inspired  my  songs, 

To  sooth  my  sorrowing  country,  when  9he  fell  \ 
When  in  the  dismal  North  the  laurels  died,^ 

Of  twenty  summers,  in  its  bitter  sleet  ;— 
And,  cheerful  matron,  by  your  calm  fireside^ 

Your  buried  lover*s  favourite  songs  repeat ! 

"  Joy  of  my  heart !  if  e*cr  my  slender  fkme 

A  pleasant  thought  to  cheer  your  age  should  bring ; — 
And  when  your  weak  hand  decks  my  picture^s  frame, 

With  a  few  flowers,  in  each  successive  spring ; — 
Think,  in  a  world  unseen,  where  tears  are  dried. 

Again,  to  part  no  more,  our  souls  shall  meety— 
And,  cheerful  matron,  by  your  calm  fireside, 

Your  buried  lover^s  favourite  songs  repeat  i** 

In  1821,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  who  desired  to  afford  the  poet 
some  beneficial  testimony  of  their  admiration,  B^ranger  published,  by 
subscription,  a  second  collection  of  songs : — the  first  had  appeared  during 
the  empire.  The  result  was  both  flattering  and  advantageous;  ten 
thousand  copies  were  subscribed  for,  and  the  impression  was  exhausted 
almost  as  soon  as  it  saw  the  light.  This  was  the  occasion  for  which  the 
govemipent  had  long  been  waiting  ;  the  author  of  their  repeated  mor- 
tifications had,  by  this  step,  placed  himself  within  their  reach.  The  first 
signal  of  their  revenge  was  his  dismissal  from  the  bureau  of  public 
instruction ;  this  was  immediately  followed  by  a  prosecution  on  the 
charges  of  blasphemy,  immorality,  sedition,  &c. ;  the  pleas  with  which 
an  unpopular  administration  ever  seeks  to  colour  the  persecution  of  its 
assailants.  We  have  not  space  to  say  more  of  the  trial,  than  that,  in  spite 
of  the  happy  eloquence  of  Dupin,  the  Procureur  G^niral,  Marchangy, 
gained  a  verdict ;  and  the  poet  was  sentenced  to  an  imprisonment  of 
three  months,  and  a  fine  of  three  hundred  francs.  His  songs  were  also 
ordered  to  be  seized ;  but  they  had  all  disappeared  on  the  first  day  of 


*  Our  poet  was  fond  of  comparing  Napoleon  and  his  military  followers  with 
Charlemangr  and  his  Peel's. 
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pablication.  For  the  seeming  lenity  of  the  sentence^  Beranger  was 
indebted  to  the  fears  of  the  government^  who  found  it  expedient^  in  the 
then  temper  of  the  capital^  to  affect  moderation.  To  him  the  punish- 
ment was  a  species  of  triumph^  from  the  warm  expressions  of  public 
feeling  which  it  called  forth  on  his  behalf.  It  had^  indeed^  made  his 
fortune;  he  certainly  lost  his  small  independence^  of  some  £MQ  per 
annutn  /  but  from  henceforth  the  entire  French  nation  se  chargea  de  #a 
fortune.  Visits  from  the  distinguished  men  of  all  parties^  the  choicest 
presents,  the  utterance,  in  short,  of  every  species  of  generous  sympathy, 
lightened  the  period  of  his  durance.  Nor  was  his  pen  idle.  Ere  the  ink 
of  the  sentence  was  well  dry,  the  assailant  was  again  on  the  alert,  and, 
from  the  walls  of  his  prison,  retaliated  upon  his  oppressors  in  a  quick 
succession  of  brilliant  lampoons,  whibh  defied  the  vigilance  of  the  cen- 
sor, and  passed  from  hand  to  hand  throughout  France.  The  following 
graeeful  satire,  in  which  a  double  purpose  is  most  happily  served,  was 
composed  in  reply  to  some  friends  who  had  sent  him  a  present  of  some 
choice  vintages,  the  produce  of  Chambertin  and  Romance.  He  calls  it 
Ma  Guerisen. 

«  Fill,  that  I  may  feel, 

If  wine  have  power  to  heal ; — 
Yes  !  even  in  prison,  all  goes  right^ 
The  medidne  has  restored  my  sight ! 

«  At  the  first  cup  of  Roman^, 

I  felt  the  potion  lnU  my  senses 
And  cursed  my  muse's  stubborn  way 

Of  mocking  courtiers^  insolence. 
K*en  yet  a  fresh  relapse  I  feared — 

Bu^  O  !  that  magic  dose  of  wine  ! 
To  sell  them  praise  I*m  now  prepared, 

After  one  cup  of  Chambertin. 

Fill,&c. 

*<  At  the  next  cup  of  Romance, 

I  blushed,  with  all  my  crimes  confessM, 
As  round  my  cell,  in  close  array, 

I  saw  the  myriads  Power  has  blessM. 
My  judge's  stem  reproof  I  row, 

Hss  touched  me^  graceless  libertine,— 
I  even  admire  Marchangy  now--. 

At  the  next  cup  of  Chambertin. 

Fill,  &C. 

«  At  the  third  cup  of  Romanae, 

The  tyrant's  hand  I  see  no  morey-^ 
The  press  is  free  as  light  of  day — 

The  budget  all  but  knaves  adore : — 
And  Tolerance,  in  the  public  view, 

Parades  in  deacon's  surplice  fine — 
I  see  the  gospel  practised  too, 

At  the  third  cup  of  Chambertin. 

Fill,  &c. 

<<  At  the  last  cup  of  Romance, 

Mine  eye,  suffused  with  happy  tears, 
Looked  up  to  Freedom,  crowned  and  gay 

With  olive,  rose,  and  wheaten  ears. 
Paternal  mildness  guides  the  taws ; 

The  future  wears  no  doubtful  sign 
The  gates  unclose — ^the  bolt  undraws,— 

At  the  last  cup  of  Chambertin. 

Fill,  &c. 
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«  O  Chambertinl  O  Romance ! 

With  you,  in  one  auspicious  mom, — 
The  lorer's  spell— Hope's  Riding  ray — 

Illusion,  gentle  sprite,  was  born. 
To  bless  mankind,  the  bounteous  fay, 

Delighted,  bears  her  Mrand  divine— 
'TIS  now  a  stock  of  Roman^, 

And  now  a  shoot  of  Chambertin ! 

FiU,  fcc" 

Exasperiited,  though  not  embittered,  Beranger  continued  to  redouble 
his  attacks  upon  absolutism  and  priestcraft,  cheered  on  by  the  sympathy 
and  applause  of  his  countrymen.  His  powers  had  now  reached  their 
full  maturity ;  and  the  compositions  he  produced  between  his  first  and 
second  prosecution,  (which  latter  occurred  in  1899^)  surpass  whatever 
else  he  has  written  of  graceful,  vigorous,  or  pathetic.  The  sternness 
with  which  Charles  ^.  attempted  to  eface  the  concessions  of  his  feebler 
predecessor,  and  the  undisguised  countenance  afforded  by  him  to  the 
Jesuit  party,,  called  for  new  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  and  theix 
poet  was  not  wanting  at  his  post.  The  Government  was  absolutely  stung 
into  a  prosecution  by  a  series  of  songs,  more  happy  and  poignant  in  their 
ridicule,  than  any  that  Beranger  had  hitherto  composed.  The  *'  Corona- 
tion  of  Charles  the  Simple ;"  Les  infiniment  petits,  the  most  pungent  and 
felicitous,  perhaps,  of  all  his  sarcastic  efforts ;  and  another,  entitled,  Les 
Souvenirs  du  Peuple,  wherein  the  author,  in  a  strain  of  quite  untranslate. 
able  beauty,  depicts  the  fond  recollections  of  Napoleon,  which  the  French 
were  to  treasure  and  transmit  to  their  children ; — ^these  were  made  the 
ostensible  subjects  of  the  second  judicial  censure,  which,  however,  was, 
in  fact,  urged  by  the  clamorous  resentment  of  the  parti  prStre,  We 
shall  attempt  a  version,  feeble  indeed,  compared  with  the  original,  of 
Les  infiniment  petits  :^ 

"  In  magie  lore  my  faith  is  great ; 

But  yesterday,  a  conjuror  deep. 
To  see  our  country's  future  state. 

In  his  charm*d  mirror  let  me  peep. 
What  piteous  scene  is  this  I  view  ? 

There  Paris  and  her  suburbs  stand — 
The  year  is  nineteen  thirty-two, 

And  there  the  Bourbons  still  command  t 

<<  Are  these  our  sons — this  pigmy  race  ? 

By  heavens !  our  offspring  are  so  small. 
That  hardly,  through  the  powerful  glass, 

I  see  them  round  their  hovels  crawl  I 
'Tis  but  a  shade  of  France*s  ghost, 

The  France  I  knew  a  mighty  land ; 
A  little  realm — a  tiny  coast ! 

What  then  ?  The  Bourbons  still  command  I 

«  What  swarms  of  litUe  shrivelled  things. 

Small,  bilious  Jesuits — ^what  a  fry  ! 
What  crowds  of  priestly  minikins, 

Who  bear  their  little  saints  on  high  I 
Blight  follows  where  their  blessings  rest ; 

Old  Pepin*s  court,  beneath  their  hand 
Is  grown  a  little  Jesuit^s  nest ; 

What  then  ?  The  Bourbons  still  command  I 

**  All*s  dwarfish  ; — ^palace,  forge,  and  hearth, 

Toil,  science,  conunerce^  arts,  and  taste  ; — 
And  bitter  little  times  of  dearth 

The  little  ramparts  yearly  waste. 
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While,  to  the  roll  of  little  drnini, 

Along  the  frontier,  weakly  manned, 
A  paltry  little  army  comee,i^ 

What  then  ?  The  Boarbone  etill  oommAnd  ! 

<*  At  lengthy  athwart  the  wizard's  glais, 

To  end  the  doleful  scene,  arose 
A  giant  heretic,  alas  I 

Whom  half  a  world  conld  scarce  enclose. 
He  aloopa— the  piteous  pigmies  faU,-— ^ 

In  vain  their  litUe  prayvrs  withstand,— 
And  pockets  kingdom,  kUig,  and  all ; 

What  then  ?  The  Bourbons  still  oonunand  1*' 

FrcRm  the  Ministers  of  Charles  X.,  Beranger  did  not  escape  quite  so 
easily  as  on  a  former  occasion.  His  sentence  was  imprisonment  for  nine 
months  in  La  Force,  and  a  fine  of  10^000  francs.  The  -fine  was,  in  part, 
raised  by  a  general  subscription,  conducted  by  the  political  association, 
Aid^taUU  Ciei  taidera  ;  the  deficit  was  supplied  by  the  poet's  generous' 
friend>  M.  B^rard,  treasurer  to  the  subscription.  The  last  collection  of 
B^anger's  songs  contains  those  which  he  composed  during  and  8ubee« 
quent  to  his  imprisonment  in  La  Farce ;  one  of  these;  Lu  Dia  MiUe 
France,  we  place  here,  no  less  for  its  merit,  than  on  account  of  its  al- 
lusiooe  to  the  song  translated  above :-— * 

*'  TsK  thousand  francs-^ten  thousand  ?  what  a  fine  I 

My  nine  months  prison  cost  a  fearful  snm  I 
And  bread  is  dear— hard  times  for  all  who  dine 

As  I  must  dine,  at  homey  for  months  to  come. 
My  dear  Chief  Justice^  wont  you  bate  a  part  ? 

*  No,  not  a  sons !  go  fast,  with  all  your  breed  I 
For  libels  on  the  race  of  Henri  Quatie, 

In  the  King's  name,  ten  thonsand  francs  dstaeed.^ 

^  So  I  pay  I  must :  but  say,  to  what  design 

Belongs  the  gold  that  I  so  well  conld  spend  ? 
To  raise  you  substitutes  to  man  the  line  ? — 

To  pay  some  honest  judge — ^the  people's  friend  ? 
At  once  appears  a  hand  both  foul  and  long, 

—  Ha  I  the  police  a  pack  of  bills  unties ! 
While  outraged  morals  damn  my  peccant  song. 

Set  down  :  <  Two  thousand  francs  disbnrs^  ibr  spies  t' 

^*  And  next,  diriding  thus  a  monarch's  theft, 

A  hungry  tribe  my  budget  storm  per  force  — 
Beneath  the  throne  their  harps  to  rest  are  left, — 
^  What,  coronation*  Bards !  so  soon  grown  hoarse  ? 

Sing,  tuneful  Sirs, — the  golden  eggs  extract ; 

Wealth,  titles,  orders,  rank,  alike  invade. 
Ay,  were  the  bleased-f  phial  three  times  cracked, 

Set  down :  <  Two  thousand  francs  to  flatterers  paid  !* 

**  What  tniops  of  ^giants  yonder  take  their  stand  t 

All,  old  and  new,  be-ribboned  like  a  sheW) 
Proud  to  be  slaves,  and  ready,  at  oommand, 

To  sign  the  cross,  salute,  or  point  the  toe. 
Of  every  cake  three  quarters  are  their  prize, 

For  they  are  great— «y,  infinitely  greaty  X 
They  11  make  a  France  proportioned  to  their  size ! 

r—  *  Three  thousand  pounds  for  lacqueya  of  the  state 

■ — -,  —.LI  -   --, , ^^ >^ * — ^^ -^ ran 

*  The  author  here  alludes  to  a  sarcasm  against  the  royalist  poets,  in  his  song,  Le 
eatre  de  Charles  ie  Simple. 

•f*  The  SaitUe  Ampoule,  which,  in  93,  was  broken  in  the  public  square  at  Rheims, 
was  miraculously  replaced,  entire,  for  the  coronation  of  Charles  X. 

X  See  the  preoMiing  song,  in  explanation  of  these  allusions. 
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«  What  mitres,  crossesy  copes,  and  silken  rests, 

And  purple  bats;,  and  costly  plate,  I  see,  — 
Toivn  mansions^  conrenta,  servants,  coaches,  crests,--. 

Ha !  8t  Ignatius  sacks  the  treasury  I 
To  scourge  my  light  assault,  his  champion  thei'e 

Decrees  my  soul  to  everlasting  fires.* 
R*en  n^w  theyVe  plucked  my  guardian  angol  •f-  bare  ; 

Set  down  :  <  Three  thousand  for  the  saintly  sires  T 

<<  Let*s  count,— so  large  a  sum  deserves  the  paan^— 

Twice  two,  and  three,  are  seven — and  three  makes  ten : — 
Tis  just  the  sum !  alas  !  though  La  Fontaine 

Was  exiled,  too, — at  least  thej  fined  noiy  then ! 
Proud  Louis  would  have  made  the  sentence  null 

That  beggars  me  for  one  unmeasured  song  :— 
Here^  Monsieur  Loyal^  sign :  <  Received  in  full 

Ten  thousand  Francs  :* — May  gracious  Charles  live  long  !** 

These  later  songs  of  Beranger  are,  in  general,  of  a  graver  charac- 
ter than  the  others  we  have  noticed  : — ^they  are  more  deeply  tinged  with 
earnest  or  pathetic  reflection,  dwell  with  severer  eye  upon  political  sub- 
jects, and  evince  a  more  profound  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  and  ac- 
cidents of  social  and  humble  life.  The  two  following  songs  are  each 
characteristic  of  this  riper  manner, — the  grave  satire  of  the  former  ia 
absolutely  irresistible.  We  are  compelled  to  adopt  the  French  style,  in 
naming  the  exile  of  S3rracuse— the  English  form,  Dionysius,  heing  ut- 
terly intractahle  in  this  measure :-» 

DEN78,  THE  8CH00LMASTE1L 

<<  KiKG  Denys,  driven  to  abdicate^ 

At  Corinth  mounts  the  pedant*s  chair ; 
And,  followed  by  a  natioA^s  hate^ 
With  ft«tful  murmurs  cheers  his  beggared  fore. 
He*s  absolute — at  least  in  school — 

Still,  at  his  pleasure  laws  expire  and  spring, — 
To  tyrannixe  is  still  to  rule ; — 
The  longest  exile  never  cured  a  king. 

^'  This  scourge,  whilome,  of  Syracuse, 

From  every  pupiPs  wallet  takes 
A  levy,  for  his  daily  use ; — 
Three-lburths  of  all  their  honey,  nuts,  and  cakes. 
*  Observe,*  quoth  he,  <  by  right  divine. 
My  claims  extend  o*er  all  and  every  thiug, — 
IVe  left  you  part— give  thanks,  and  dine  !* 
— The  longest  exile  never  cured  a  King. 

«  A  dunce,  of  all  his  form  the  wdrst, 

Beneath  his  clumsy  theme  ^vrote  down : 
<  Great  King,  by  all  the  gods  be  cursed 
The  knaves  that  robbdl  your  Highness  of  his  crown  I' 
Ha!  quick,  reward  the  flattering  fool, — 
*  My  son,*  he  whines,  <  great  cares  to  sceptres  cling*^ 

Be  usher — ^wield  my  cane  in  school  !* 
— The  longest  exile  never  cured  a  King. 

"  A  miscreant  whispers  in  his  ear, 

*  The  boy.  Sir,  scribbling  there,  methinks 
Is  turning  some  lampoon :  I  fear 
That  youVe  the  butt ;  for  look,  Sir,  how  he  chinks !' 


*  A  pieacher,  after  Beranger^s  condemnation,  said  in  the  pulpit  that  the  judicial 
punishment  was  nothing  to  that  which  awaited  the  poet  in  hell  1 

f  The  Ange  Gardien  was  one  of  the  songs,  on  which  the  pretext  of  the  accusation 
rested.  The  charge  was  a  pretended  offence  against  public  morals,  the  real  offimce 
was  the  ridicule  of  the  Jesuits. 

X  The  reader  will  remember  M.  Loyal,  the  officer  in  Moliere^s  Tartuffe. 
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And  straight,  with  censor's  mood  austere^ 
The  master  speeds  the  eulprifs  thumbs  to  wring, 

And  growls  :  *  I'll  haye  no  writing  here  !' 
—The  longest  exile  nerer  cured  a  King. 

«  One  day,  revolying  dreams  of  fear, 

Death,  perils,  treasons  'gainst  his  state. 
The  madman  sees  his  urchins'  jeer 
A  brace  of  strangers  passing  by  the  gate : 

<  Come  in,  dear  strangers — help  I'  he  cries, 
'  To  ui^  my  threatened  rights  your  succour  bring ; 

*  Strike  1  'tis  my  children  ye  chastise  J' 
—The  longest  exile  never  cured  a  King. 

**  At  length,  each  grandam,  mother,  sii^ 
Of  the  poor  babes  thus  rudely  shent, 
Incens'd,  with  loud  complaints  and  ire, 
From  Corinth's  walls  the  veteran  tyrant  sent. 
But  still,  with  lust  of  rule  increased. 
His  country  and  her  laws  secure  to  string. 

From  pedant  Denys  turns  to  priest : 
—The  longest  exile  never  cured  a  King." 

The  following  gketch  has  a  gloomy  truth,  which  remindB  us  of  the 
more  elaborate  pictures  of  that  great  chronicler  of  humble  life — our  own 
excellent  Crabbe* 

LK   VI£UX  VAOABOKD. 

<<  Here  in  the  ditch  my  bones  I'll  lay  \ 

Weak,  wearied,  old,  the  world  I  leave. 
'  He's  dnmk,'  the  passing  crowd  will  say  ; 

'TIS  well,  for  none  wiU  need  to  grieve* 
Some  turn  their  scornful  heads  away. 

Some  fling  an  alms  in  hurrying  by  ;— 
Haste— 'tis  the  village  holiday! 
The  aged  beggar  needs  no  help  to  die. 

'^  Yes  I  here^  alone,  of  sheer  old  age 

I  die ;  for  hunger  slays  not  all : 
I  hoped  my  misery's  closing  page 

To  fold  within  some  hospital. 
But  crowded  thick  is  each  retreat. 

Such  numbers  now  in  misery  liey^ 
Alas !  my  cradle  was  the  street  i 
As  he  was  bom  the  aged  wretch  must  die. 

^*  In  youth,  of  workmen,  o'er  and  o'er 

I've  asked, '  Instruct  me  in  your  trade.' 
*  Begone— our  business  is  not  more 

Tlian  keeps  ourselves — go  beg  I*  they  said. 
Ye  rich,  who  bade  me  toil  for  bread. 

Of  bcnies  your  tables  gave  me  store. 
Your  straw  has  often  made  my  bed  ;— 
In  death  I  lay  no  curses  at  your  door. 

'<  Thus  poor,  I  might  have  turned  to  theft  ;— 

No  I—better  still  for  alms  to  pray ! 
At  most  I've  plucked  some  apple,  left 

To  ripen  near  the  public  way. 
Yet  weeks  and  weeks,  in  dungeons  laid 

In  the  King's  name,  they  let  me  pine ; 
They  stole  the  only  wealth  I  had, — 
Though  poor  and  old,  the  sun,  at  least,  was  mine. 

**'  What  country  has  the  poor  to  claim  ? 

What  boots  to  me  your  com  and  wine, 
Your  busy  toil,  your  vaunted  fame, 
The  Senate  where  your  speakers  shine  ? 
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Once)  when  your  homes,  by  wsr  oVrawept, 

Saw  ttrangen  battenin^f  on  your  Land, 
Like  any  puling  fool,  I  wept  I 
The  aged  wretch  was  nourished  by  their  hand. 

<<  Mankind !  why  trod  you  not  the  worm, 

The  noxious  thing,  beneath  your  heel  ? 
Ah  !  had  you  taught  me  to  perform 

Due  labour  for  the  common  weal ! 
Then,  sheltered  from  the  adverse  wind, 

The  worm  and  ant  had  learned  to  grow, 
Ay — then  I  might  have  loved  my  kind  \-^ 
The  aged  beggar  dies  your  bitter  foe  I** 

And  is  this  a  mere  Chansannierj  who  lays  bare,  with  such  a  raMfeer  s 
hand,  the  consuming  evils  of  humanity  P  But  we  must  draw  to  a  close ; 
and  how  can  we  more  fitly  terminate  our  extracts  than  by  an  attempt 
to  paraphrase  the  Poet's  own  touching  and  noble  farewell  to  the  Public  ? 

ADIEU  CHAVSOyS  ! 

**  Of  late,  my  faded  garland  to  revive, 

In  accents  soft,  or  learned,  or  severe, 
I  thought  to  sing, — ^when  lo  !  I  saw  arrire 

The  Fay  that  nursed  my  childhood's  earliest  year.* 
<  Seek  shelter  for  the  long,  cold  eve  of  Jife^ 

For  winter*B  breath  hath  silvered  o*er  thy  head. 

Long  years  of  toil  hare  dulled  thy  voice,*  she  said, — 
*  The  voice  that  dared  to  brave  the  tempest^s  strifo. 

My  furrowed  brow  is  bare— adieu  my  lute ! 

The  north  wind  groans  afar— *the  bird  is  mate  4 

«  <  Gone  are  the  days,*  she  said,  <  when,  like  a  lyre. 

Thy  bounding  soul  to  every  mood  could  thrill. 
And  thy  glad  nature,  like  a  shooting  flre, 

0*er  the  dim  sky  shed  meteor-beams  at  will. 
Thy  heaven  is  narrower  now,  and  full  of  gloom  ; 

Thj  friend*s  long  laugh  was  silenced  long  ago. 

How  many  gone  !  and  thou  art  following  slow, — 
Thine  own  Lisette  is  sleeping  in  the  tomb.* 

My  furrowed  brow  is  bare— adieu  my  lute ! 

The  north  wind  groans  afer — ^the  bird  is  mute  1 

^  *  Yet  bless  thy  lot : — By  thee,  a  voice  of  song 

Hath  stirred  the  humblest  of  a  noble  race ; 
And  music,  flying,  bore  thy  words  along 

To  ears  unused  to  leamlng*8  rigid  grace. 
Your  Tnllys  speak  to  cultured  crowds  alonei, — 

But  thou,  in  open  feud  with  kingly  sway, 

Hast  wed,  to  give  full  chorus  to  thy  lay, 
The  people*s  measures  to  the  lyric  tone.* 

—My  furrowed  brow  is  bare. — Adieu,  my  lute  I 

The  north  wind  groans  afar — the  bird  is  mute  ! 

**  <  Thy  shafts,  that  even  dared  to  pierce  a  throne, 

By  a  fond  nation  gathered  as  they  fell. 
From  far  and  near,  she  bade,  in  concert  thrown. 

Back  to  their  aim  ten  thousand  arms  impel. 
And  when  that  throne  its  thunders  thought  to  wield. 

In  three  brief  days  old  weapons  blew  it  down  ; — 

Of  all  the  shots  in  velvet  and  in  cro^vn. 
How  many  charges  sent  thy  muse  a-field  !* 

—My  furrowed  brow  is  bare. — Adieu,  my  lute  ! 

The  north  wind  groans  afar — the  bird  is  mute ! 

*  The  Poet  alludes  to  one  of  his  former  songs,  <'  La  bonne  F^e,**  wherein  he  de- 
scribes how  a  good  fiiiry  visited  him  in  the  cradle  under  the  roof  of  his  old  grand- 
sire  the  tailor,  and  predicted  his  future  vocation. 
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^  '  Bright  ii  thy  share  in  those  immortal  days, 

When  hooty  rainly  wooed  thine  eyes  with  gold  ;— 

That  Past,  adorning  all  thy  years,  shall  raise 
Content,  to  live  and  graceAilly  grow  old. 

To  younger  ears  the  noble  tale  repeat, 
Direct  their  bark,  the  hidden  rock  display,— 
If  France  should  boast  their  deeds,  some  future  day. 

Warm  thine  old  winter  at  their  glories*  heat. 
— My  furrowed  brow  is  barfr — ^Adieu,  my  lute  ! 
The  north  wind  groans  afar— the  bird  is  mute ! 

^  Kind  Fairy,  at  the  needy  Poet*s  door, 
Benign,  in  time  you  warn  him  to  retire  ; 

Then  come,  new  inmatie,  to  my  dwelling  poor, 
Oblirion,  of  repose  the  child  and  sire  I 

Some  aged  men,  who  shall  not  all  forget, 

Will  say,  with  moistened  eyelids,  when  I  die. 
This  star,  one  evening,  shone  awhile  on  high — 

God  veiled  its  lustre  long  before  it  set  I 

— My  furrowed  brow  is  bare.— Adieu,  my  lute  I 
The  north  wind  groans  a&r~.the  bird  is  mute  !*' 

We  would  not  seek  communion  with  one  who  could  turn  from  this 
farewell  strain  unmoved.  Of  rare  beauty,  in  truth,  was  this  star,  which 
has  now  retired  from  our  horizon  ;  and  we  may  long  expect^  before 
another  light  so  warm^  and  loving,  and  lustrous^  shall  appear  in  the 
meridian. 

Little  need  be  added  to  complete  the  portrait  which  we  have  now  at. 
tempted  to  give  of  Btranger.  Few  who  have  accompanied  us  in  the  ex- 
amination  of  his  writings,  will  require  to  be  told  that  we  regard  him  as 
a  Poet  of  a  very  high  order.  A  brief  enumeration  of  the  qualities  on  be- 
half  of  which  we  assign  to  him  this  great  praise,  is  all  that  will  now  be 
requisite.  They  are, — ^a  bright  and  strong  imagination ;  a  variety  which 
never  exhausts  itself;  an  alternate  tenderness  and  force,  blended  in  the 
happiest  combinations  ;  a  clear  intellectual  vision,  whereby  he  embraces, 
with  commanding  effect,  the  most  striking  forms  and  qualities  of  whatso- 
ever he  pourtrays ;  a  wit,  warm^  brilliant,  and  genial ;  and  a  large  ca. 
pacity  of  soul^  which  can  entertain  with  equal  propriety  the  slightest 
and  the  most  elevated  themes.  Of  the  graces  of  his  manner  and  lan- 
guage^ no  translation^  no  description  can  afford  the  most  distant  concep- 
tion ;  the  melody^  the  simplicity,  the  sly  and  caressing  tone  of  his  songs, 
defy  all  imitation ;  and^  even  in  the  original,  require^  for  their  due  ap. 
preciation,  no  superficial  knowledge  of  the  language,  which  he  employs 
with  such  consummate  felicity  and  art.  He  has  left  behind  him  no  suc- 
cessor to  his  reputation  ;  and  we  do  not  think  it  possible  that  any  future 
time  can  produce  a  competitor,  to  dethrone  him  from  his  place  of  al- 
lowed supremacy  over  his  country's  song  which  his  genius  has  so  nobly 
embellished  and  enlarged. 

B^ranger's  personal  character  exists  in  his  writings.  Modest,  gay,  and 
affectionate^  a  lover  of  independence,  not  averse  to  self-indulgence,  but 
alive  to  all  the  best  emotions  of  human  nature, — such  is  the  poet, — such 
the  man.  Truly  has  he  said,  Je  n'aiflatU  que  Vinfortune  ;  his  generous 
temper  has  ev^r  disdained  safe  or  profitable  enmities^  and  attacked  in- 
justice or  folly  in  the  powerful  alone.  When  asked  to  compose  a  dia- 
tribe against  a  distinguished  character  in  disgrace,  whose  actions  had 
been^  in  no  slight  degree^  obnoxious  to  the  severest  censure  i  A  la  bonne 
heure,  replied  the  noble-minded  bard,  quand  il  sera  ministre. 
Since  the  revolution  of  1830^  the  path  of  emolument  and  distinction  has 
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lain  open  to  B^ranger ;  he  has  constantly  refused  to  enter  it.  The  in. 
dependence  of  his  character  was  too  sensitive  to  contemplate  an  alliance 
with  any  party^  who  might  thus  enforce  a  tacit  claim  on  his  suffrage  and 
adherence.  To  a  certain  extent^  this  reluctance  may  have  proceeded 
from  his  extreme  aversion  to  any  compelled  labour,  at  an  age  in  which 
political  ambition  must  have  lost  many  of  its  seductions,  especially  to 
one  whose  fame  no  dignity  of  station  could  enhance.  With  characteristic 
modesty,  he  attributes  his  backwardness  chiefly  to  this  latter  cause. 
Des  m^di^ans  ont  prHendre  que  Jefaisais  de  la  vertu.  Ft  done  !  jt  /auaU 
de  lapare^se. 

At  the  age  of  fifty. three,  B^ranger,  as  a  song.writer,  at  least,  has  now  re. 
tired  from  the  public  eye.  He  does  not,  indeed,  profess  that  he  will  cease 
to  compose,  but  he  promises  to  publish  no  more.  ImmSdiatement  apres  la 
rSvolution  de  Juillet,  he  says,  ma  modeste  mission  ^tait  termin^e ;  so  far, 
alone,  as  concerned  his  political  activity.  The  remaining  years  of  his 
life  he  proposes  to  dedicate  to  the  composition  of  a  sort  of  Historical 
Dictionary,  comprising  the  events  and  characters  with  which  a  long  and 
busy  life,  passed  amidst  remarkable  scenes,  has  furnished  his  memory. 
It  will  be  a  delightful  and  inestimable  legacy ;  to  the  prospect  of  which 
he  refers  with  whimsical  pleasantry,  anticipating  the  time  when,  in  vir- 
tue of  this  work,  he  may  be  cited  by  future  historians  as  le  grave,  le  judi- 
cieux  Beranger,  Pourquoi  pas  ?  But  to  his  songs  he  will  owe  the  repu- 
tation which  must  attend  his  name  so  long  as  the  language  of  poetry  and 
the  love  of  truth  and  freedom  are  precious  to  his  country  and  to  mankind. 
In  retiring  thus  early  and  gracefully,  while  his  voice  is  still  full  of  mu- 
sic, and  his  lyre  still  unbroken,  he  has  done  well.  Nothing  can  add  to 
his  poetical  eminence  ;  and  his  image  will  henceforth  dwell  in  the  hearts 
which  he  has  aroused  or  softened,  undimmed  by  a  shade  of  decay  or  fee- 
bleness. With  love  and  gratitude  we  follow  him  to  his  retirement; 
wherein  may  he  long  enjoy  the  retrospect  of  his  honourable  labours^  and 
contemplate  with  placid  eyes  the  assurance  of  his  poetical  immortality  ! 

V. 
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Ah  1  me,  how  readily  we  all  can  deem 

Evil  of  others !     MiBerable  effect 

Of  too  much  love  we  bear  ourselves !     Our  pride 

Is  flatter*d  by  the  baseness  of  our  fellows ; 

And  tbeir  wont  loss  is  still  our  dearest  gain. 

Every  man  loves  to  be  companionM,  while 

He  walks  in  error;  every  man  would  see 

All  others  miss  the  way,  when  he  walks  right ; 

And  thus  we  call  things  by  wrong  names.     In  lis 

Fear  is  discreet, — servility  most  modest ; 

While  all  men*s  modesty,  except  our  own 

Is  servile,  and  all  prudence  cowardly  ; 

So  we  keep  good  friends  with  ourselves.    Of  others, 

The  evil  regard  comes  quickly — the  good  slow. 

The  freebom  fountain,  So  the  noble  souL 

Child  of  the  mountain.  Whom  fate  to-oay 

The  closer  pent  Weighs  down.-to-morrow 

In  imprisonment,  Without  control, 

Its  waters  were,  Will  wing  his  way 

The  lighter  leaps,  Through  the  paths  of  story, 

And  the  brighter  keeps  And  win  of  sorrow 

Its  pathway  in  upper  air  Exceeding  glory. 
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Thb  publication  of  Mr.  M^CulIoch's  invaluable  Dictionary  of  Cam* 
merce*  affords  us  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  brief  and  general  survey 
of  British  Commerce ;  on  every  branch  of  which  the  author  has  cast  the 
full  and  steady  light  of  science ;  and^  in  illustration  of  which^  he  has 
brought  together  a  far  greater  number  of  authenticated^  well-assorted, 
and  justly- weighed  facts,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  previous  work. 

The  unprecedented  magnitude  of  British  Commerce,  and  its  connex- 
ion with  the  power  and  individual  happiness  of  the  British  people,  as 
well  as  with  the  interests  of  freedom  and  civilization  throughout  the 
world,  make  it  a  study  not  only  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  states- 
man and  politician,  but  most  interesting  to  the  philosopher  and  the 
philanthropist.  The  commerce  of  Britain  is  the  right  arm  of  its  power. 
By  it  OUT  fleets  are  upheld  and  manned;  our  armies  supported;  our 
numeroua  possessions  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  held  together ;  our 
public  revenues  furnished,  our  manufacturers  employed,  and  our  popu- 
lation supplied  with  an  endless  variety  of  the  necessaries,  comforts,  and 
luxuries  of  life.  By  its  means,  England  exerts  an  influence  among  the 
nations  of  the  world,  which  it  could  never  otherwise  have  attained ; 
becomes  the  arbiter  of  independence  or  bondage  to  distant  communities ; 
bridles  the  selfishness  and  tyranny  of  despots ;  fosters  the  industry  of 
rising  states;  and  diffuses  science,  the  arts,  all  civilizing  and  humanizing 
knowledge,  and  the  light  of  a  pure  religion,  over  the  most  distant  re- 
gions of  the  earth.  On  the  continued  prosperity  of  commerce  depend 
not  only  the  permanence  of  British  power  and  influence,  but  even  the 
internsd  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  state,  its  ability  to  sustain  its 
burdens,  and  the  solidity  of  its  social  institutions ;  for,  loaded  as  the 
people  are  with  an  enormous  debt,  any  serious  decline  in  their  trade 
would  produce  financial  embarrassment,  and,  in  a  period  of  war,  might 
lead  to  national  bankruptcy  and  public  confusion. 

The  most  interesting  point  of  view  in  which  we  can  regard  the  enor- 
mous commerce  of  Britain  is,  its  natural  tendency  to  link  together  in 
the  bonds  of  mutual  advantage  all  the  nations  which  participate  in  it, 
and  to  impart  knowledge  and  liberty  to  countries  now  barbarous  and 
enslaved.  Trade,  which,  by  the  short-sighted  cupidity  and  jealousy  of 
governments,  has  too  often  been  made  the  cause  or  pretext  of  bloody 
eontests,  is  in  its  own  nature  calculated  to  be  the  pacificator  of  the 
earth.  The  violent  disruption  of  the  ties  of  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween any  two  countries,  necessarily  inflicts  much  injury  on  both.  The 
more,  therefore,  those  ties  are  multiplied,  the  stronger  will  be  the 
motives  to  peace,  and  the  more  formidable  the  obstacles  to  entering 
upon  war.  The  enlightening  and  enfranchising  influence  of  trade  is 
illustrated  by  the  history  of  the  South  American  republics,  which  owe 
their  independence  in  a  great  measure  to  the  spirit  infused  into  their 
population,  by  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 

In  order  that  these  beneficent  influences  of  commerce  may  have  their 
full  play,  it  is  obvious,  that  all  restrictions  and  prohibitions  should  be 
abolished,  and  nations  should  be  aUowed  to  exchange  their  commodities 
with  perfect  freedom.  Such  is  the  lesson  which  reason  and  experience 
alike  inculcate.  Such  is  the  grand  result  which  is  arrived  at,  by  the 
most  cdnprehensive  survey,  as  well  as  the  most  minute  scrutiny,  of  Bri- 

•  «  A  Dictionary,  Practical,  Theoretical,  arid  Historical,  of  Commerce  and  Com.- 
merdal  Navigation :  illurtrated  with  Maps.   By  J.  R.  MCuUoch,  Esq."   I  vol.  8to. 
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tish  commerce.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  importance,  that  the 
principles  of  commerce  should  be  well  understood ;  as  a  right  understand, 
ing  of  them  would  certainly  aUay  the  absurd  jealousies  of  governments; 
put  an  end  to  the  senseless  cry  of  merchants  for  protection ;  and  thus 
promote  the  individual  prosperity  and  general  harmony  of  nations. 

Considerations  like  the  above  give  a  dignity  to  the  subject  of  com- 
merce^ which  those  who  have  not  considered  it  in  its  g^reat  bearings  on 
the  well-being  of  the  human  family,  will  scarcely  be  disposed  to  accord 
it;  but  the  perception  of  which  must  have  cheered  the  mind  of  the  inde- 
fatigable economist,  who  has  so  successfully  laboured  for  its  illustration. 

Extent  of  British  Commerce, — The  foreign  trade  of  Britain  has  reached 
ftn  extent  beyond  that  of  any  other  country  in  ancient  or  modern  days. 
There  is  no  sea  which  is  not  traversed  by  British  merchantmen — no 
nation  with  which  England  does  not  possess  channels  of  dealing.  Though 
much  fettered  by  restrictions,  imposed  either  in  this  country  or  the 
countries  with  which  we  deal,  our  trade  is  yet  so  penetrating,  so  exten- 
sive, so  diversified,  that  it  may  be  termed  universal.  It  pushes  the 
products  of  English  industry  into  the  centre  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  America ; 
and  fetched  the  materials  on  which  that  industry  operates,  and  the  arti- 
cles of  convenience  or  luxury  with  which  it  is  rewarded,  from  the 
extremities  of  the  world,  to  distribute  them  among  the  manufacturers, 
and  even  among  the  humblest  peasantry  of  Britain.  There  is  scarcely 
a  cottage  in  the  island,  which  is  not  furnished  with  the  produce  of 
China,  Jamaica,  and  Malabar ;  whilst  the  manufactures  of  the  British 
loom  and  forge  are  bartered  with  the  Indian  hunter  of  Labrador,  the 
roving  Tartar,  the  dusky  tribes  of  Negroland,  and  the  newly  discovered 
islander  of  the  South  Seas.  With  the  principal  countries  of  Europe  and 
America,  our  mercantile  intercourse  is  maintained  with  intense  and 
ceaseless  activity.  The  Thames,  the  Mersey,  the  Clyde,  the  Severn, 
and  the  H umber,  are  ever  pourin-^  forth,  and  receiving  fleets  of  mer- 
chant vessels,  with  nearly  as  much  regularity  as  the  carriages  throng 
the  roads  leading  to  our  principal  cities.  Every  tide  floats  up  into  our 
harbours,  and  carries  back  to  the  open  sea,  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  Three  million  tons  enter, 
and  as  many  quit,  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  every  year,  exclu- 
sive of  the  coasting  trade,  the  addition  of  which  would  swell  the  tonnage 
to  upwards  of  four  millions.  The  value  of  the  goods  we  import  Annually, 
approaches  to  fifty  millions  sterling ;  and  we,  of  course,  purchase  them 
by  an  equivalent  export  of  the  fruits  of  British  industry.  It  is  true,, 
this  is  but  a  vast  system  of  exchange  and  distribution  ;  yet  it  stimulates, 
in  the  most  effective  way,  every  kind  of  industry,  and  renders  every 
kind  in  the  highest  degree  productive.  It  conveys  the  products  which 
nature  has  diffused  unequally  over  the  earth,  from  the  places  where  they 
are  abundant  to  the  places  where  they  are  wanting ;  it  allows  each 
country,  and  each  district,  to  make  the  utmost  of  its  peculiar  advantages  ; 
it  clothes  the  husbandman  ;  it  feeds  and  regales  the  clothier ;  it  in  some 
degree  equalizes  the  condition  and  enjoyments  of  men  placed  in  the 
most  diverse  circumstances  ;  it  scatters  luxury,  fragrance,  and  orna- 
ment, over  the  least  fruitful  regions ;  and  transmits  the  products  of  human 
ingenuity  and  toil  to  climates  where  nature  is  more  vigorous  than  man. 

In  order  to  show  at  one  view  (and  in  less  space  than  even  a  "few  defec- 
tive statements  and  remarks  would  occupy)  the  extent  of  British  com- 
merce, and  the  countries  with  which  it  is  carried  on,  we  insert  the  fol- 
lowing official  return  for  the  year  18S9,  the  returns  for  1830  being 
published  in  a  defective  manner : — 
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TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

An  Account  of  the  Official  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and  Manuiacturcs  ; 
and  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Produce  and  Manufectures,  exported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain in  1829, — distinguishing  the  several  Countries ;  with  the  Imports  into  Great 
Britain  from  the  same  countries,  for  the  same  year ;  and  the  aggregate  Imports 
into  and  Exports  from  Ireland  for  the  same  year (Parliamentary  Paper.) 


covHrmias. 


EUBOPE. 

Russia. 

Sweden^ 

Norway 

Denmark.. 

Prussia 

Germany^ , 

The  Netherlands 

France 

Portugal,  Azores,   and  ) 

Madeira j 

Spain  and  the  Canaries... 

Gibraltar.. 

Italy - 

MalU 

Ionian  Islands. 

Turkey  &  Cont.  Greece... 
Morea  &  Greek  Islands... 
Isfes  Guernsey,  Jersey,  > 

Alderney,  &  Man....  j 


AFRICA. 

Egypt,  Ports  on  the ) 
Mediterranean,. j 

Tripoli,  Barbar}',  andl 
Morocco I 

Western  Coast  of  Africa, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Cape  Verd  Islands 

St.  Helena 

Isle  of  Bourbon 

Mauritius 

ASIA. 

East  Indies  and  China.... 

New  South  Wales,  Van  ^ 
Dicmen*s  Land,  and  V 
Swan  River. ) 

New  Zealand  and  South  ) 
Sea  Islands j 

AMERICA. 

Brit.  Northern  Colonies, 

British  West  Indies. 

Foreign  West  Indies 

United  States 

Mexico.. 

Guatemala 

Colombia 

States  of  the  Rio  Plata.... 

ChilL 

Peru 

BraziL..... 

The  Whale  Fisheries 

Total  Great  Britain. 

Ireland 

Total  United  Kingdom.... 


OFFICIAL  VALUE 
OF  IMFOBTS. 


£ 

4,180,752 

187,711 
67,859 

484,611 
1,295,669 
1,597,854 
1,521,085 
2,066,890 

373,823 

1,074,184 

26,578 

804,220 

20,784 

109,448 

431,062 

9,667 

273,788 


14,625,883 

223,177 

30,558 

258,245 
232,598 

5,813 

438,714 

7,859,883 

125,720 

583 

881,444 

8,501,442 

402,457 

6,103,142 

150,386 

11,464 

84,495 

536,050 

61,514 

69,839 

1,469,015 

361,086 


42,333,617 
1,669,400 
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Brituh  and  Iri^h 

Produce  and  Ma. 

nufactures. 


44,003,018 


£ 

2,157,251 

64,726 

95,794 

168,366 

252,576 

8,384,262 

2,854,618 

609,419 

2,327,862 

1,655,518 
982,330 

4,007,185 

458,178 

34,254 

1,393,064 

304,362 


Foreign  and  Co. 

lonial  Produce  ft 

Manufactures. 


132,382 


350,336 

347,003 

93 

30,047 

16,137 

256,522 

6,856,287 

267,071 

826 

1,774,069 
4,739,048 
1,819,366 
5,734,926 
620,402 

499,816 
1,289,055 
1,375,742 

376,652 

4,566,010 

6 


55,470,447 
747,441 


66,217,888' 


£ 

997,666 

103^490 

49,772 

69,288 

533,690 

1,829,101 

3,019,309 

336i,746 

60,940 

259,219 
129,163 
899,672 

47,180 
4,990 

83,072 

98,288 


26,629,744    8,621,332 


796 

453 

161,171 
36,424 

1,604 

1,328 

24,448 

605,841 

87,578 

320 

253,914 
364,076 
47,528 
248,424 
124,124 

12,879 
17,337 
12,956 
13,176 
76,314 
2,173 


10,604,203 
16,964 


10,620,167 


Total  £x.pont. 


£ 
3,164,817 
158,216 

146,667 
227,644 
786,16ft 
10,213,364 
5,873,928 
846,166 

2,388,803 

1,814,738 
1,111,493 
4,906»864 
50d,36» 
39,244 
1,476,126 

402,681 


34,061,076 


133,17a 

463 

511,608 

383,427 

93 

31,652 

17,466 

279,971 

6,462,128 

344,649 


1,146 

2,027,984 
6,093,124 
1,866,894 
6,983,351 
644,626 

512,694 
1,306,393 
1,388,698 

389,728 

4,642,324 

2,179 


66,074,660 
763,405 


66,838,056 


[For  Note  see  next  page. 
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The  shipping  by  which  the  foreign  trade  was  carried  on  was,  in  the 
year  1631, 13,791  British  and  Irish  vessels  (cleared  outwards)  of  2,300,731 
tons,  and  bearing  132,004  men ;  5,987  foreign  vessels,  of  896,051  tons, 
bearing  47,009  men;  total,  19,718  vessels,  3,196,782  tons,  179,013  men. 
When  the  coasting  trade  is  added,  the  number  of  vessels  cleared  out- 
wards from  Great  Britain  is  32,104,  of  4,291,107  tons,  and  bearing 
250,475  men.  And  on  the  31st  December  1831,  the  mercantile  navy, 
of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Plantations,  was  24,242  vessels, 
2,581,964  tons,  158,422  men. 

Rapid  Extension  of  British  Commerce, — ^The  wonderful  rapidity  with 
which  British  commerce  has  grown  up  to  these  vast  dimensions,  is  worthy 
of  observation.  At  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  the  quantity  of  British 
and  foreigpn  shipping  cleared  outwards  (including  the  coasting  trade) 
was  only  142,000  tons  in  a  year ;  at  the  accession  of  George  III.  it  had 
increased  to  647,478  tons ;  on  the  breaking*  out  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tionary  war,  (1792)  to  1,736,563  tons ;  in  the  year  1831,  to  4,291,107 
tons ! 

The  amount  of  imports  into  Great  Britain  at  the  beginning  of  last 
century  was  £5,569,952;  between  1784  and  1792  the  average  was 
£17,716,752;  in  the  year  1831  it  had  reached  £48,161,661. 

It  appears  from  a  comparison,  both  of  shipping,  of  imports,  and  of 
exports,  that  the  foreign  trade,  of  Great  Britain  has  increased  tenfold, 
between  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the  present 
time;  and  sixfold  between  the  accesion  of  George  III.  and  the  present 
time. 

The  population  of  our  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  towns, 
has,  of  course,  augmented  with  a  rapidity  corresponding  with  the  ex- 
tension of  trade.  I'he  metropolis,  whose  population  was  674,000  in 
1700,  numbered  1,474,069  in  1831.  But  the  increase  is  much  greater  in 
the  seats  of  commerce  and  manufactures  in  the  northern  and  midland 
parts.  The  population  of  Manchester,  which  in  1774  was  only  41,032, 
had  in  1831  reached  270,961 ;  that  of  Liverpool,  which  was  only  5,145 
in  1700,  had  swelled  to  189,244  in  1831.  Glasgow  has  increased  from 
42,832  inhabitants  in  1780,  to  202,426  in  1831.  Preston,  from  6,000  in 
1780,  to  33,112  in  1831.     Leeds,  from  11,500  in  1731,  to  71,600  in  1831. 

Causes  of  the  Prosperity  of  British  Commercc^We  shall  follow  a 
good  example — ^that  of  the  Dissertation  on  the  Commerce  of  Holland, 
published  under  the  direction  of  the  Stadtholder,  William  IV., — if,  in 
stating  the  causes  of  this  remarkable  extension  of  British  commerce,  we 
divide  them  into  three  classes, —  1st,  Natural  and  physical  causes; 
2d,  Moral  and  political  causes;  and,  3d,  Adventitious  and  external 
causes. 

1st,  Among  the  natural  and  physical  causes,  the  principal  are,  the 
excellent  maritime  situation  of  Great  Britain,  which  is  central  between 
the  northern  and  southern  states  of  Europe, — its  numerous  harbours,^ 
its  safety  from  foreign  invasion,  except  by  a  naval  force, — ^the  respect- 
able extent  and  fertility  of  its  territory, — its  unequalled  advantages  for 
manufactures, — and  the  natural  energy  of  its  inhabitants. 

2d,«Among  the  moral  and  political  causes  must  be  reckoned,  as  of  high 
importance, — ^the  freedom  of  its  government, — the  justice  of  its  laws,-^ 

*  The  real  or  declared  value  of  the  British  and  Irish  produce,  and  manufactures 
exported  in  1829,  was  only  £35,830,469 :  neither  the  qjfflcialy  nor  the  real  or  declared 
value  ctku  be  considered  as  an  accnrate  return  of  the  tnie  value  of  the  exports;  which, 
however,  is  nearer  the  latter  valuation  than  the  former. 
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the  protection  given  to  persons  and  ^roperty^ — a  continuance  of  domes- 
tic tranquillity^  unknown  in  any  other  country  of  Europe, — the  tolenu 
tion  of  all  religions,  (though,  until  lately,  with  some  circumstances  of 
indignity  to  Catholic  dissenters,) — ^the  scrupulous  observance  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  Grovernment  with  the  public  creditor, — the  character  of 
probity  gained  by  British  merchants, — ^the  public  encouragement  given 
to  useful  arts  and  inventions, — ^the  pains  taken  by  the  Legislature 
(often,  indeed,  misdirected,  but  generally  welLmeant,  and  sometimes 
really  useful)  to  promote  the  interests  of  trade  and  manufactures, — ^the 
protection  given  to  our  vessels  by  the  most  powerful  navy  in  the  world, 
—the  field  afforded  for  the  sale  of  British  manufactures  in  our  extensive 
colonies,  and  the  acquisition  of  Hindoostan  by  the  East  India  Company. 

3d,  Of  the  adventitious  and  external  causes  may  be  mentioned, — ^the 
desolating  wars  and  revolutions  of  Europe,  which  destroyed  the  manu- 
factures of  some  countries  and  the  commerce  of  others, — the  entire 
dominion  of  the  seas  long  possessed  by  the  British  navy,  which  enabled 
it  to  dose  the  ports  of  every  hostile  power, — the  liberation  of  Spanish 
America,  under  circumstances  which  threw  a  great  part  of  its  trade  into 
the  hands  of  the  English, — and  the  rapid  improvement  of  the  Brazilian 
provinces,  with  the  close  alliance  existing  between  this  country  and  the 
house  of  Braganza,  which  led  to  the  extensive  trade  now  carried  on  with 
that  part  of  South  America. 

Manufactures  the  basis  of  British  Commerce. — We  have  thus  noticed 
the  causes  which  have  conspired  in  erecting  the  magnificent  fabric  of 
British  Commerce;  but  it  isjobvious  that  the  basis  on  which  that  fabrio 
rests  is  manufacturing  industry.  British  Agriculture,  though,  in  its 
highly  improved  and  unequaUed  state,  capable  of  yielding  the  principal 
necessaries  of  life  to  the  population  of  these  islands,  would  have  afforded 
scarcely  any  materials  for  even  a  respectable  branch  of  foreign  trade. 
Agriculture  itself  in  England  owes  a  large  debt  to  trade ;  to  the  popu- 
lation, the  wealth  the  enterprise,  the  mechanical  ingenuity,  and  the 
scientific  skill,  which  have  been  produced  by  manufactures  and  com. 
merce.  The  articles  which  we  barter  for  the  products  of  every  clime 
under  heaven  are  the  goods  wrought  in  our  factories  and  workshops^ 
The  commerce  of  Holland,  like  that  of  Venice  and  Genoa,  has  always 
consisted  mainly  in  the  distribution  of  foreign  commodities;  that  of 
.  France  rests  principally  on  agricultural  produce,  including  of  course  the 
fruits  of  her  vineyards,  and  only  in  a  very  inferior  degree  on  manufac-t 
tures ;  that  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Russia,  Prussia,  Germany,  the 
United  States,  South  America,  British  America,  China,  and  the  East,  is 
based  chiefly  on  the  produce  of  the  soil,  in  vegetable,  animal,  or  mineral 
substances,  forming  articles  of  food  or  the  raw  materials  of  manufac- 
tures. But  the  commerce  of  England,  in  distinction  from  that  of  eVbry 
other  country,  has  its  broad  and  firm  foundations  in  a  manufacturing 
ascendency  never  equalled,  nor  perhaps  likely  to  be  rivalled.  The  foL.. 
lowing  enumeration  of  the  manufactured  articles  exported  from  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  1831,  will  show  how  very  large  a  proportion  they 
bear  to  the  whole  of  our  exports :  they  axe  stated  accordiog  to  the  officiiUl 
value  :«^ 
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EXPOIITS  OV  BRITISH  MA3JUFACTURES  IN  1984. 


Apparel,  Slops,  &€.,  -  £368,545 

Arms  and  Ammunition,         -       459,579 
Books,  printed,         -         -  17}395 

Brass  and  Copper  Manufactures,    959,97 1 
Cabinet  and  Upholstery  Wares,      41,316 


Cordage, 

Cotton  Manufactures, 

Yam, 

Earthenware, 

Glass 

Haberdashery  and  Millinery, 

Hardware  and  Cutlery, 

Hats  of  all  sorts. 

Iron  and    Steel,   wrought  \ 

and  unwrought,  ( 

Lead  and  Shot^ 
Leather,  wrought  and  un 

wrought, 

Saddlery  and  Harness, 


1 


38,684 

33,682,475 

5,674,600 

97,409 

116,726 

-    44,487 

967,793 

150,555 

1,979,415 

71,783 

94,619 

.     60,950 

3,662,945 

105,505 


Mathematical  and  Optical) 
Instruments,  -  j 

Musical  Instruments, 

Painters^  Colours, 

Plate,  Plated  Ware,  Jewel-  ) 
lery,  and  Watches,     -     j 

Saltpetre,  British  refined, 

Silk  Manufactures, 

Soap  and  Candles, 

Stationeiy, 

Sugar,  refined, 

Tin,  unwrought, 

and   Pewter  Wares, 

and  Tin  Plates, 

Umbrellas  and  Parasolsy 

Whalebone, 

Woollen  Manufactures, 


! 


£17,103 

38,373 
101,986 

188,245 

32,488 
469,076 
229,618 
177,698 

1,038,677 
79,457 

228,115 

47,512 

4,520 

6,187,979 


Total   Exports   of  Mann, 
factured  articles, 


I  £58,035,590 


Linen  Mannfactui*e9 
Machinery  and  Mill  Work, 

Thus  it  appears  that  out  of  £60,090,123,  the  amount  of  British  and 
Irish  Produce  and  Manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain  in  the 
year  1831,  no  less  than  £5^,035,599  was  of  the  produce  of  manufac- 
turing industry.  There  was  in  the  same  year  an  export  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Produce  to  the  amount  of  £10,799,942,  hut  this  must  of  course 
have  been  purchased  chiefly  by  manufactured  goods. 

We  have  said  above  that  Great  Britain  possesses  unequalled  physical 
advantages  for  manufactures.  Besides  all  the  moral  and  political  advan- 
tages which  have  been  enumerated,  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  iron, 
coal,  lime,  clay,  and  stone,  furnishes  the  materials  for  constructing 
machinery,  utensils,  and  buildings,  and  for  keeping  at  work  the  all-avail- 
able steam  engine.  Numerous  streams  commanding  a  fall  of  water 
afford  a  cheap  moving  power,  which  was  formerly  of  the  highest  import- 
ance, and  is  still  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  power  of  steam.  Navigable 
rivers  and  the  facility  of  coast  navigation,  aided  by  the  artificial  means 
of  a  thousand  leagues  of  canal,  and  forty-six  thousand  leagues  of  road,* 
concentrate  still  further  all  the  elements  of  manufacturing  operations, 
already  more  concentrated  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  transport 
the  produce  of  agriculture  into  the  midst  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
and  at  once  bring  the  raw  material  to  the  doors  of  the  manufacturer, 
and  convey  his  finished  goods  to  all  the  markets  of  the  world.  The  pos- 
session of  the  raw  material  of  the  most  ancient,  and,  until  lately,  the 
largest  of  our  manufactures,  the  woollen,  gave  a  considerable  facility  for 
its  establishment.  In  addition  to  these  natural  advantages  for  manu- 
factures, which  led  to  their  success,  the  very  perfection  they  have  attain- 
ed, the  practised  skill  of  the  workmen,  the  minute  division  of  labour, 
the  excellent  and  ever-improving  machinery  employed,  and  the  great 
capitals  amassed  by  the  manufacturers,  give  to  England  a  clear  supe-> 
riority  over  every  other  country.  The  extraordinary  mechanical  inven.» 
tions  of  Hargraves,  Arkwright,  Watt,  Crompton,  Cartwright,  and 
others,  were  partly  the  effect  of  the  stimulus  and  encouragement  given 

•  Bai-on  Dupin,  on  the  Commercial   Resources  of  Britain, — Introduction,    Pp. 
20,  21, 
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fo  ingenuity  by  the  success  of  manufacturing  industry,  and  they  again 
acted  as  a  grand  cause  of  the  unparalleled  advance  in  that  industry 
within  the  last  half  century. 

The  rise  of  the  cotton  manufacture  is  the  most  extraordinary  pheno- 
■lenon  in  the  annals  of  industry.    Of  this,  as  of  all  the  other  great 
manufactures  of  the  country^  Mr.  M'Culloch  has  given  an  accurate  and 
interesting  account ;  and  he  has  pointed  out  the  important  fact  that  this^ 
by  far  the  most  extensive  of  our  manufactures,  is  the  vigorous  plant  of 
freedom,  having  been  nursed  by  no  protections,  and  encumbered  with  no 
legislative  help,  but  allowed  to  strike  deep  its  roots,  and  spread  forth  its 
stately  branches,  without  any  prop,  training,  or  regulation.     The  cotton 
■lanufactare  was  Introduced  into  £nglnnd  early  in  the  seventeenth  cen. 
tury ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  that  it  made  any 
considerable  progress ;  and  each  gigantic  stride  of  its  subsequent  advance 
was  distinctly  owing 'to  mechanical  inventions.     It  appears  from  the 
Custom-house  returns,  that  the  import  of  cotton  wool,  at  an  average  of 
the  five  years  ending  with  1705,  amounted  to  only  1,170,881  lbs.    On 
the  accession  of  George  III.,  it  is  estimated  by  Dr.  Percival,  of  Man. 
Chester,  that  the  entire  value  of  all  the  cotton  goods  made  in  Great 
Britain  didnot  exceed  £200,000  a-year.     In  the  year  1781,  the  import  of 
eotton  wool  was  5,198,778  lbs. ;  and  in  the  year  1830,  the  quantity  deliver- 
ed for  home  consumption  had  reached  the  enormous  amount  of  242,000,000 
lbs.    The  exports  of  cotton  goods  and  cotton  yarn,  amounted  in  1831, 
to  £17^18S,936,  real  or  declared  value.    The  official  value  of  the  exports 
for  that  year  was  £39,357,075,  which  shows  only  the  .quantity  of  goods 
as  compared  with  former  years,  (reduced  into  a  money  amount,  according 
to  a  fixed  scale  used  at  the  Custom-house  ;)  the  cost  of  their  production, 
and  of  course  their  actual  value,  having  been  very  greatly  reduced  within 
the  last  twenty  years.*    The  total  actual  value  of  all  the  cotton  goods 
yearly  manufactured  in  Great  Britain,  is  estimated  by  Mr.  M*Culloch, 
(supported  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Huskisson,)  at  £36,000,000  sterling, 
the  capital  employed  in  the  manufacture  at  £56,000,000,  and  the  num. 
her  of  persons  supported  by  it,  including  those  employed  in  constructing 
the  machinery  and  buildings,  and  the  families  of  the  workmen,  at  from 
1,200,000  to  1,400,000 !     Such  being  the  Titanian  progeny  of  freedom, 
who  would  henceforth  adopt  the  stunting  process  of  monopoly  ? 

The  woollen  manufacture,  which^  after  being  established  in  Britain 
by  the  Romans,  was  perhaps  never  extinguished,  for  which  the  island 
possesses  every  physical  advantage,  and  which,  by  tlie  suitableness  of 
woollens  to  the  climate,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  extensive  wove 
fabric,  enjoyed  for  several  centuries  a  natural  monopoly,  was  long  the 
chief  branch  of  manufacturing  industry,  and  the  chief  article  of  export. 
Innumerable  laws  have  been  passed  for  the  protection  of  this  trade,  but 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  have  produced  the  smallest  benefit ;  and 
the  extension  of  the  woollen  manufacture  has  not  been  comparable  to 
that  of  the  cotton  manufacture.  It  was  estimated  towards  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century,,  by  Mr.  Gregory  King  and  Dr.  Davenant,  that  ^ 
the  value  of  the  woollen  articles  annually  produced  in  England  was 
£8,000,000,  of  which  about  £2,000,000  were  exported.  In  1700,  the 
exports  of  woollens  amounted  to  £3,000,000,  being  one-half  of  the  whole 


•  See  a  very  satisfactory  statement  on  this  subject  in  the  Dictionary  of  Commerce, 
p*  417,  furnished  by  Mr.  Kennedy  of  Manchester. 
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exports  of  the  kingdom.  The  manufacture  haa  greatly  increased  and 
improved  since  that  time^  hut  more  for  home  consumption  than  foreign 
export.  In  1831^  the  official  value  of  woollens  exported  was  £6,187^979, 
and  the  real  w  declared  value  ^£5,385^811.  It  is  estimated  hy  Mr. 
M'CuUoch  that  this  manufacture  employe  400^000  persons^  and  that  the 
value  of  the  goods  annually  produced  is  ahout  £30,000,000. 

The  linen  manufacture  has  heen  long  established,  and  it  is  carried  on 
extensively  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  It  hasJbeen  fostered  by 
a  preposterous  system  of  bounties,  amounting  to  a  swth  or  a  eeventh  of  the 
entire  value  of  the  exports  of  British  linens,  and  to  a  tenth  of  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  Irish  linens  I  These  bounties  ceased  on  the  5th  January, 
1832.  In  1825,  the  last  year  in  which  an  account  was  kept  of  the  linen 
trade  between  Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  the  imports  of  Irish  linen  into 
Great  Britain  amounted  to  59,560,000  yards,  the  declared  value  of  which 
was  £2,893,018 ;  and  there  were  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom  to 
foreign  parts,  of  British  linen  35,993,038  yards,  the  real  or  declared  value 
of  which  was  £1,309,616 ;  and  of  Irish  linen  16,087,146  yards,  the  real 
or  declared  value  of  which  was  £918,385;  amounting  together  to 52,080,184 
yards,  worth  £2,228,001.  The  exports  of  linen  in  1831  amounted  to 
£3^662,945  official  value,  and  £2,301,803  real  or  declared  value. 

The  silk  manufacture  has  exiited  in  England  since  the  15th  century, 
and  was  well  established  before  the  legislature  hampered  it  with  protec* 
tions.  Benumbed  by  prohibitions  in  its  favour,  and  fettered  by  heavy 
duties  on  the  raw  material  and  regulations  as  to  wages,  it  made  slow 
progress  during  ^le  last  century.  On  the  opening  of  the  trade  by  Mr. 
Huskisson's  measure  in  1826,  the  invigorating  influence  of  competition 
produced  a  wonderful  effect.  '^  We  do  not  exaggerate,"  says  Mr.  M'Cul- 
loch,  "  we  only  state  the  plain  matter  of  fact,  when  we  affirm  that  the 
silk  manufacture  has  made  a  more  rapid  progress  during  the  last  five 
years,  or  since  the  abolition  of  the  prohibitive  system  in  1826,  than  it 
did  in  the  preceding  century !"  The  greatest  importation  of  raw  and 
thrown  silk  that  took  place  in  any  one  year  previously  to  the  repeal  of 
the  prohibitory  system,  was  in  1823,  when  2,432,286  lbs.  were  imported. 
But  in  1830,  the  quantity  imported  was  4,693,517  lbs.,  which  shews  that 
the  consumption  had,  in  this  brief  space,  been  nearly  doubled.  The  expor* 
tation  of  silk  goods  has  never  been  great,  as  French  silks  have  had  a 
decided  preference  in  foreign  markets ;  but  the  official  value  of  the  ex.. 
ports  of  British  silks  increased  from  £140,320  in  1823,  to  £469,076  in 
1831,  (the  real  or  declared  value  in  the  latter  year  being  £578,260 ;)  and 
from  the  extraordinary  improvement  in  the  manufacture,  a  continued 
increase  of  the  exports  may  be  anticipated. 

The  Manufactures  in  Metal  rank  next  in  importance  after  the  wove 
fabrics.  The  iron  manufacture  is  of  great  antiquity ;  but  it  has  not 
long  been  c(msiderable  as  an  article  of  foreign  commerce.  The  adoption, 
nearly  a  century  ago,  of  the  important  invention  of  Lord  Dudley,  for 
smelting  iron  ore  with  pit  coal  instead  of  wood  fuel,  removed  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  to  the  extension  of  this  manufacture ;  whilst  at  the  same 
time,  by  sparing  our  woods,  it  averted  the  execration  pronounced  by 
Evelyn  on  the  foundries.  In  1740,  the  quantity  of  pig  iron  made  in 
England  and  Wales  amounted  to  about  17,000  tons.  In  1827,  the 
quantity  had  increased  to  690,000  tons  !  of  which  110,000  tons  were  ex- 
ported. Seven-tenths  of  all  the  iron  made  is  converted  into  wrought 
iron,  being  formed  into  bars,  bolts,  rods,  &c.  Mr.  M'Culloch  estimates 
the  whole  value  of  the  iron  manufactured  yearly  at  £5,400,000.     The 
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real,  or  declared  value^ot  the  exports  of  iron  and  steely  wrought  and  un* 
wrought,  in  1831,  was  £1^119,967.  The  real,  or  declared  vahie  of  the 
hardwares  and  cutlery  exported  in  1831  was  £1,620,236 ;  of  brass  and 
copper  manufactures,  £802,879 ;  of  tin  and  pewter  wares,  (exclusive  of 
unwrought  tin,)  £230,004.  Mr.  M^CuUoch  estimates  the  annual  value 
of  the  iron  and  hardware  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  at  £17,500,000 
a-year,  affording  direct  employment,  in  the  different  departments  of  the 
trade,  for  at  least  360,000  persons. 

The  manufacture  of  earthenware,  in  whicli  a  wonderful  improvement 
was  effected  by  the  taste  and  inventions  of  Mr.  Wedgwood,  is  an  impor. 
tant  branch  of  industry,  and  affords  a  considerable  article  of  export. 
The  whole  annual  value  of  the  manufacture  is  estimated  at  £2,250,000. 
In  1831,  the  real,  or  declared  ^lue  of  the  earthenware  exported  was 
£458,965,  which  is  about  a  fourth  below  its  actual  value,  though  the 
q/ieial  value  is  so  low  as  £97,409 ;  which  shews  that,  at  the  time  when 
the  scale  of  official  valuation  was  fixed,  English  earthenware  was  of  an 
extremely  coarse  and  rude  quality,  and  sold  at  a  very  low  price. 

Influence  of  the  Coloniee  on -British  Commerce, — It  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  the  vast  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  which  have 
been  almost  exclusively  supplied  with  manufactured  goods  from  the 
mother  country,  must  have  caused  an  extension  of  her  trade.  But 
whether  this  extension  has  been  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  cost  of 
the  Colonies,  and  the  effect  of  the  monopoly  given  to  their  produce  in 
the  home  market,  which  compels  us  to  buy  most  articles  of  Colonial  pro- 
duce dearer  than  they  could  be  bought  elsewhere,  may  be  doubted.  In 
an  exceUent  dissertation  on  the  Colony  Trade,  in  which  the  Colonial 
system  is  weighed  in  the  balance  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  enlightened 
policy,  and  is  found  grievously  wanting,  Mr.  M'Culloch  gives  the  follow, 
ing  opinion : — 

"  The  expense  of  the  Colonies  is  a  very  heavy  item  in  the  national 
expenditure,  far  more  so  than  is  generally  supposed.  Not  only  are  we 
subjected,  as  in  the  case  of  timber,  to  oppressive  discriminative  duties  on 
foreign  articles,  that  similar  articles  from  the  Colonies  may  enjoy  the 
monopolies  of  our  markets,  but  we  have  to  defray  a  very  large  sum  on 
account  of  their  military  and  naval  expenditure.  There  are  no  means 
by  which  to  estimate  the  precise  amount  of  this  expense ;  but  it  is,  not- 
withstanding, abundantly  certain,  that  Canada  and  the  islands  in  the 
West  Indies  cost  us  annually,  in  military  and  naval  outlays,  upwards  of 
a  miiiian  and  a  half  in  time  of  peace,  exclusive  of  the  revenue  collected  in 
them.  And  if  to  this  heavy  expense  were  added  the  vast  additional 
sums  their  defence  costs  during  war,  the  debtor  side  of  a  fairly  drawn 
up  Colonial  budget  would  attain  to  a  very  formidable  magnitude ;  and 
one  which  we  apprehend  could  not  possibly  be  balanced." 

If  this  opinion  is  weU-founded,  it  follows  that  Great  Britain  would 
have  been  more  wealthy  without  her  Colonies  than  with  them  :  that  the 
capital  and  enterprise  of  her  merchants  would  have  been  directed  to 
more  profitable  objects  ;  and  that  her  commerce,  though  perhaps  some- 
what less  extended  and  imposing,  would  have  been  more  productive. 

The  Import  Branch  of  British  Commerce. — ^With  so  great  a  quantity 
of  commodities  to  dispose  of,  cheap,  attractive,  and  of  more  indispensable 
necesssity  to  civilized  nations  than  any  other  class  of  articles  except 
food,  the  British  merchant  ranges  the  globe  to  discover  what  objects  he 
can  purchase  with  them  calculated  for  so  wealthy  a  body  of  consumers 
as  the  English  people.    The  raw  materials  of  the  manufactures  which 
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constitute  our  purduwe-money  for  all  other  articles^  are  of  ooune  the 
most  important  in  the  liat  of  imports.  These  include— cotton^  wool^ 
«Uk^  ilax^  hemp^  iron^  timber^  skins^  oils,  tallow^  tar^  turpentine,  aahes, 
and  dyeing  wares.  Next  in  magnitude  are  those  necessaries  and  com- 
forte  of  life  to  which  the  nation  has  become  habituated^  including 
(besides  the  necessary  of  com^  which  is  very  irregularly  imported)  sugar^ 
tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  molasses,  butter,  cheese,  currants,  and  rice.  Articles 
of  luxury  follow  in  large  number,  among  which  may  be  mentioned— 
tobacco,  spices,  wines,  spirits,  fruits,  precious  metals,  ivory,  and  some 
delicate  manufactures.  Drugs,  colours,  chemical  materials,  and  numer* 
ous  articles  of  small  amount,  complete  the  description  of  imports.  In 
order  to  exhibit  the  relative  magnitude  of  these  branches  of  the  import 
trade,  the  following  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported  in  the  year 
1831,  with  their  official  value,  is  added  : — 


PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  OP  IMPORT  IN  1831. 


Aahc^  Pearl  and  Pot, 

Bark,  Omk,  and  Cork  Tree,      . 

Brimstone, 

Butter, 

CuMM,  «  «  • 

Cochineal  and  Granilla, 
Coffee, 

Com,  Grain,  and  Flour, 
Cotton,  mftnufiictnres  of  India, 
-— ~'-«— — ^--  Europe, 
Currants, 

Dye  and  Hardwoods.  Fustic, 
— .^— — —  Lojfwood, 
— — —  Mahogany, 
■  Rosewood, 

Flax  and  Tow, 
Furs,  ... 

Hemp  undressed. 
Hides,  raw  and  tanned, 
Indigo, 
Iron,  in  bars. 
Linens,  (Foreign,) 
Madder  and  Madder  Roots,     - 
Molasses, 
Oil  of  Olives, 
Palm, 


je279,838  I  Rice, 
178,860    Saltpetre, 


..  Train,  Spermaoetti,  and 


188,286 
171,644 
192,641 
180,747 
2,649,008 
4,671,353 
318,776 

31,549 
223,538 

56,389 
105,800 
113,973 

28,296 
1,879,043 
186,302 
434,398 
792,665 
983,343 
170,162 

67,837 
542,200 
218,430 
551,092 
164,760 


Blubber, 
Pepper, 
Raisins, 


Seeds,  Flax  and  Linseed, 

■   ■    i«  Rape, 

Silk,  Raw  and  Waste, 

Thrown, 

-^—  Manufactures  of  India, 

— — ^———^ Europe, 

Skins,  not  being  Put's, 

Spelter, 

Spirits,  Brandy, 

Geneva, 

Rum, 

Sugar, 

Tallow, 

Tar, 

Tea,         -  -  - 

Timber, 

Tobacco  and  Suuff, 

Turpentine,  common. 

Wines,         -  -  - 

Wool,  (Cotton,) 

Sbeep^s, 

Woollen    mauuracturcs,     (in- 
cluding Cai-pets,) 
Yam,  Linen,  raw, 
Other  articles^ 


je  165,449 

107,864 

315,798 

52,068 

1,557,018 
757,712 
159,421 
446,402 
238,103 
191,039 
198,581 
15,189 
675,599 

6,935,985 

1,062,234 
108,180 

3,164,892 

674,747 
305,247 
158,539 
752^81 
9,516,087 
929,855 

89,172 
.  95,046 
1,329,390 


ToUl  Imports  in  1831,  ^48,161,661 


480,164 
-       104,548  j 
147,688  I 

One  observatiou  must  be  made  in  regard  to  the  list  of  imports, 
namely,  that  it  does  not  include  the  chief  necessaries  of  life  ;  with  them 
the  British  islands  are  supplied  from  their  own  soil.  Bread,  meat,  and 
beer,  the  grand  articles  of  consumption,  are  almost  wholly  produced  at 
home.  This  is  undoubtedly  matter  of  congratulation ;  for  a  country  is 
more  secure  against  such  fearful  revolutions  as  have  afflicted  the  indus- 
try of  other  states,  when  the  main  articles  of  subsistence  are  raised 
within  its  own  territory.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  elements  and 
several  of  the  materials  of  our  manufactures.  Not  that  the  admitted 
desirableness  of  this  comparative  independence  will  justify  the  Com 
Laws,  or  any  other  monopoly,  as  might  easily  be  shewn,  both  by  reason- 
ing and  by  illustrative  facts,  especially  by  the  history  of  Dutch  com- 
merce ;  but  it  is  an  important  and  most  gratifying  fact,  that  from  her 
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iatarRfll  resources^  her  (comparatively)  extended  territory^  and  the 
inaccesaihle  situation  of  that  territory^  the  commerce  and  power  of 
England  mast  be  regarded  as  far  more  stable^  and  less  liable  to  sudden 
ruin^  than  that  of  Holland^  Venice,  and  the  other  wealthy  commercial 
states  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  who  have  reared  their  national 
greatness  upon  the  foundation  of  a  very  contracted  spot  of  earth. 

CircufMtancet  unfavourable  to  British  Commerce. — Having  mentioned^ 
at  such  considerable  length,  the  causes  which  have  promoted  commerce, 
it  18  proper  to  state,  though  in  the  briefest  manner,  a  few  repressing  cir- 
cumstances. The  principal  are — 1st,  The  weight  of  taxation ;  2d,  Laws 
restrictive  of  the  freedom  of  trade ;  and  3d,  Errors  and  miscalculations 
in  the  Fiscal  System.  1st,  The  enormously  heavy  taxation  of  this  cx)un« 
try  depresses  the  rate  of  profit,  and  gives  a  bounty  to  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer in  his  competition  with  the  British  manufacturer.  The  fate  of 
Holland,  whose  commercial  decline  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  ascribed 
to  excessive  taxation,  should  be  a  constant  warning  to  our  Government 
and  Legislature  to  observe  the  most  rigorous  economy,  and  firmly  to 
adhere  to  a  pacific  policy.  2d,  Restrictive  and  prohibitory  laws  are  unfor^ 
tunately  the  common  feature  of  British  commercial  legislation.  Some 
proofs  of  their  mischievous  effects  have  been  given  above ;  many  more 
are  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  Mr.  M'Culloch's  work.  The  cruel  and 
absurd  penalties  so  long  in  force  against  the  engrossing  of  corn ;  tlie 
still  more  cruel  and  oppressive  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  that 
great  necessary  of  life  at  the  present  day ;  the  forcing  of  some  trades  by 
bounties,  which  exceeded  the  whole  profit  on  the  commodity ;  the  stern 
discouragement  of  other  trades;  the  partiality  sometimes  shown  to  Eng- 
land at  the  expense  of  Ireland  and  the  Colonies,  and  vice  versa,  to  the 
Colonies  at  the  expense  of  England  ;  the  attempts  to  confine  certain  trades 
within  narrow  local  boundaries ;  the  regulations  fixing  wages,  and  vir- 
tually prohibiting  improvements  in  macliinery  ;  the  monopolies  given  to 
trading  companies ;  the  protection  of  the  agriculturists  at  the  expense  of 
the  manufacturers,  and  of  the  manufacturers  at  the  expense  of  the  agri- 
culturists ;  and  all  that  complicated  and  preposterous  machinery  raised 
by  Parliament  at  various  times,  to  guide,  to  balance,  and  to  help  indus- 
try, but  which  very  generally  misguided,  overbalanced,  and  trammeled 
it,  which  injured  the  many  in  supporting  the  few,  and  oppressed  the  con^ 
turner,  whilst  it  favoured  the  producer  ;  all  this  injurious  system,  which 
modem  science  has  exposed  in  its  true  light,  and  which  has,  in  the  pre- 
sent day,  been  greatly  reformed,  has  tended  seriously  to  repress  the  vigour 
of  British  commerce.*  3d,  By  Fiscal  errors,  and  miscalculations,  many 
branches  of  trade  have  been  oppressed,  equally  to  the  injury  of  the  mer. 
ehant,  the  consumer,  and  the  public  revenue.  The  blunder  of  applying 
an  arithmetical  rule  to  finance,  and  expecting  that  two  and  two  will  make 
four,  was  not  peculiar  to  Mr.  Vansittart  alone,  but  has  been  shared  by  most 
Chancellors  of  the- Exchequer,  since  the  time  of  De^  Swift,  as  well  as  be- 
fore.  Duties  have  been  imposed  upon  articles  of  consumption  so  absurdly 
keaTy  that  ane^fourth  of  the  sum  would  have  raised  four  times  the  money. 
Taxation  ought  to  be  adapted  to  its  objects,  as  a  load  is  to  animals  of 
dnmght  or  burden:  a  weight  which  an  ox  would  bear  with  ease,  would 
eruah  a  pony  or  lamma  to  the  earth.  But  this  principle  has  been  often  lost 
ngfat  of.   One  of  the  best  illustrations  of  the  aiidvantage  of  reducing  duties 


*  For  illustrations  of  this  fystem,  see  the  articles  on  Com  Laws,  and  Com  Trade, 
Colony  Trade,  Linen,  Silk,  Tea,  Timber,  &c.  in  the  i>tclt«n<iry  qf  Commerce. 
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haa  been  often  adduced;  it  is  in  the  article  of  coffee^  of  which,  when  the  duty 
was  la.  7jd.  per  lb.,  the  quantity  imported  was  1,157,014  lbs.,  yielding  a 
revenue  of  L.  152,759  ;  but  of  which,  when  the  duty  was  reduced  to  7d.  per 
lb.,  9,951,837  lbs.  were  imported,  yielding  a  revenue  of  L.245,886.  Mr. 
Huskisson  and  Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  have  done  something  to  remedy 
these  blunders ;  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  A  few  of  the  ar- 
tides,  the  consumption  of  which  is  now,  or  has  formerly  been,  greatly 
restricted  by  heavy  duties,  are — ^tea,  sugar,  tobacco,  French  wines,  beer, 
silk,  foreign  wool,  coffee,  cocoa,  soap,  Baltic  timber,  and  many  kinds  of 
spices,  drugs,  and  dyeing  wares.  It  is  obvious  that  the  morals  as  well 
as  the  purses  of  the  people  are  injured  by  this  system;  the  natural  fruits 
of  which  are  smuggling,  illicit  manufacture,  and  fraudulent  adulteration. 

The  means  of  extending  Britieh  Commerce  still  farther  are  indicated 
in  our  enumeration  of  the  causes  which  have  retarded  its  growth.  The 
removal  of  those  causes  would  certainly  do  much  to  extend  trade ;  the 
repeal,  immediate  or  gradual,  of  all  monopolies,  whether  exercised  by 
companies,  as  the  East  India  Company ;  or  by  classes,  as  the  agricultu- 
rists ;  some  classes  of  manufacturers,  the  West  India  planters,  and  the 
Canada  and  shipping  interests, — would  enlarge  the  markets  for  British 
manufactures,  reduce  the  cost  of  many  important  articles  of  consump- 
tion, and  make  trade  more  safe,  stable,  and  profitable.  An  alleviation  of 
the  weight  of  taxation,  and  an  improved  adjustment  of  its  pressure  on 
the  several  articles,  would  give  increased  activity  to  trade  and  manuikc- 
tures. 

No  country  is  in  a  better  situation  for  giving  full  play  to  the  prind. 
pies  of  free  trade  than  England.  In  adopting  that  system  she  would 
have  to  make  fewer  sacrifices  than  most  other  countries,  and  those  sacri- 
fices would  be  more  speedily  compensated.  And  as  she  could  more 
easily  act  on  the  free-trade  policy,  she  would  also  derive  more  benefit 
from  it  than  other  nations.  Her  commerce,  gigantic  though  it  is,  has 
not  yet  nearly  attained  its  fuU  growth.  It  is  very  far  from  being  equal 
to  that  of  Holland  in  the  seventeenth  century,  considering  ^e  size  and 
population  of  the  two  countries,  even  independent  of  our  superior  re- 
sources and  advantages.  No  limits  can  be  assigned  to  its  future  pro^ 
gress,  if,  like  that  manufacture  which  forms  so  large  a  portion  of  it,  the 
trade  of  England  should  be  whoUy  unfettered.  The  magnitude  of  the 
national  debt,  and  the  apparent  impossibility  of  liquidating  it,  render  it 
of  moment  that  every  cultivation  should  be  given  to  the  national  resources, 
in  order  that  the  load  may  be  more  easily  borne.  It  is  only  to  an  exten- 
sion of  commerce  that  we  can  look  for  any  great  augmentation  of  the 
national  wealth  and  power.  Agriculture,  though  a  most  important  and 
essential  branch  of  industry,  and  still  susceptible  of  improvement,  espe- 
cially in  Ireland,  is  not,  from  its  very  nature,  and  the  limits  of  our  terri. 
tory,  extensible  in  any  thing  like  the  same  degree  as  trade ;  and  an  exten- 
sion of  it,  under  the  forcing  system  of  protection,  is  a  source  of  weakness 
rather  than  of  strength. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  Ministers,  and  of  the  Legislature — a  duty 
which  we  trust  a  reformed  Parliament  will  not  neglect — to  give  all  pos- 
sible attention  to  the  interests  of  trade,— not  by  adding  to  the  number 
of  regulations  and  protections,  but  by  repealing  those  which  now  exist 
as  fast  as  possible.  And,  as  a  Polar  star  for  their  guidance  in  this  impor- 
tant work,  let  them  take  the  interest  of  the  consumers.  It  has  been 
too  long  the  practice  to  endeavour  to  please  and  enrich  certain  classes 
of  producers,  with  scarcely  a  single  thought  as  to  the  effect  it  had  on 
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the  body  of  the  nation.  This  penny- wise  and  pound-fooliah  system  is^  in 
fact,  still  the  reigning  system  in  the  commercial  legislation  of  the  world. 
The  childish  simplicity  of  robbing  the  whole  nation,  to  put  paltry  gifts 
into  the  pockets  of  every  particular  class  which  composes  the  nation, 
however  amiable  in  its  motive,  is  too  ridiculous,  as  well  as  (unintention. 
ally,  yet  inevitably)  too  unjust,  to  be  persevered  in  at  the  present  day* 
The  most  effectual  way  to  benefit  the  producer,  is  to  enrich  the  consumer ; 
but  how  can  the  consumer  be  enriched  when  he  is  plundered  on  every 
side? 

Many  who  admit  the  general  principle  of  free  trade  have  still  a  lin« 
gering  notion  that,  in  order  to  make  free  trade  either  just  or  safe,  there 
must  necessarily  be  a  perfect  reciprocity  of  advantages  between  the 
nations  which  carry  it  on.  "  We  will  freely  admit,"  they  say, "  the  pro* 
ductions  of  any  country  which  will  receive  ours  ;  but  to  admit  their  pro- 
ductions without  this  reciprocal  liberality,  would  be  foolish  and  unjust : 
it  would  be,  in  effect,  to  give  freedom  to  a  community  which  places 
fetters  upon  us."  So  long  as  this  erroneous  and  puerile  notion  is  cher. 
ished,  there  will  be  no  real  approach  to  free  trade  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.  Mr.  M'Culloch  exposes  it  in  his  admirably  clear  and  forci- 
ble manner  :— 

''  It  is  sonnetimes  contended,"  says  he,  in  the  article  on  '  Commerce,' 
"  by  those  who  assert,  on  general  grounds,  that  restrictions  are  inexpe^. 
dient ;  that  it  would  be  unwise  on  the  part  of  any  country  to  abolish  them, 
until  she  had  obtained  a  security  that  those  imposed  by  her  neighbours 
would  also  be  abolished.  But  the  reasons  that  have  been  alleged  in  fa- 
vour of  this  statement  are  not  entitled  to  the  least  weight.  It  is  our  busi- 
ness to  buy  in  the  <)heapest,  and  sell  in  the  dearest  markets,  without  being, 
in  any  degree,  influenced  by  the  conduct  of  others.  If  they  consent  to 
repeal  the  restrictions  they  have  laid  on  commerce,  so  much  the  better. 
But  whatever  others  may  do,  the  line  of  policy  we  ought  td  follow  is  clear 
and  well  defined.  To  refuse,  for  example,  to  buy  claret,  brandy,  &c., 
from  the  French,  because  they  lay  absurd  restrictions  on  the  importation 
of  British  hardware,  cottons,  &:c.,  would  not  be  to  retaliate  upon  them,  but 
upon  ourselves.  The  fact  that  we  do  import  French  wine  and  brandy, 
shows  that  we  do  export  to  France,  or  to  some  other  country  to  which 
France  is  indebted,  an  equivalent,  in  some  sort,  of  British  produce.  The 
fear  of  being  glutted  with  foreign  products,  unless  we  secure,  before-hand, 
a  certain  outlet  for  our  own,  is  the  most  unfounded  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  foreigner  who  will  take  nothing  of  ours,  can  send  us  nothing  of  his. 
Though  our  ports  were  open  to  the  merchants  of  all  the  countries  of  the 
world,  the  exports  of  British  produce  must  always  be  equal  to  the  imports 
of  foreign  produce ;  and  none  but  those  who  receive  our  commodities, 
either  at  first  or  second  hand,  could  continue  to  send  any  thing  to  us." 

No  one  can  reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  British  Commerce,  on  the  ex- 
traordinary changes  it  has  undergone  within  a  few  years,  and  on  the  na- 
tional importance  of  true  principles  in  commercial  legislation,  without 
perceiving  the  value  and  necessity  of  such  a  work  as  Mr.  M'CuUoch's. 
It  is  important,  both  practically  and  historically.  To  the  merchant  it 
will  be  useful,  by  instructing  him,  not  only  in  the  principles  of  trade,  but 
in  the  practical  management  of  his  own  particular  branch.  To  the  lawyer 
it  will  be  useful,  as  it'  contains  a  careful  digest  of  the  laws  on  almost 
every  subject  of  commerce.  And  it  will  be  pre-eminently  useful  to  the 
statesman,  both  as  a  statistical  work,  unequalled  in  the  number  of  its 
facts,  and  as  a  philosophical  application  of  the  principles  of  political  eco. 
nomy  to  the  elucidation  of  those  facts ;  or,  rather,  as  a  comprehensive 
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deduction  of  principles  from  facts ;  for  such  a  work  allows,  in  every  page, 
of  examining  facts  and  principles  together ;  and  it  furnishes  the  materials 
at  once  for  confirming  true  principles,  and  disproving  false.  Such  abuiu 
dant  light  is  poured  upon  the  effect  which  taxation  has  upon  trade,  that 
future  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  acting  on  wrong  fiscal  prittciples» 
will  be  wholly  inexcusable. 

There  was  no  Commercial  Dictionary,  before  this,  worthy  of  the  name. 
The  materials  which  Mr.  M'CuUoch  has  brought  together  with  such  asto- 
nishing industry  and  skill,  have  been  collected  from  a  thousand  souroee, 
but  few  of  which  were  at  the  command  of  the  general  reader.  He  has 
drawn  his  facts  and  illustrations  from  all  times,  all  countries,  and  many 
languages.  Prodigious  reading, — a  scrutinizing,  patient^  and  sagacious 
examination  of  official  documents, — an  accurate  estimate  of  the  value  of 
different  authors, — a  firm  hold  of  sound  principles, — equal  power  of  oonu 
prehension  and  expression, — and  a  cool,  impartial,  steady  pursuit  of  truth, 
qualify  Mr.  M^Culloch,  beyond  any  other  man,  for  the  great  work  he  has 
executed.  He  has  raised  a  monument  equally  to  British  commerce,  and 
to  his  own  fame.  We  perceive  that  he  has  had  the  assistance  of  some 
eminent  merchants  and  accountants,  as  well  as  of  official  persons,  in  the 
parts  where  practical  knowledge  was  most  required ;  but  his  own  capa- 
cious and  enlightened  intellect  has  presided  over  the  whole,  and  thoroughly 
pervades  the  work.     We  trust  he  will  not  be  without  his  reward. 


THE  TWO  GREAT  NORTHERN  UNIVERSITIES. 

Therb  may  be  some  persons  who  are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the 
two  establishments,  Kat  exochen,  denominated,  the  two  great  Northern 
Universities,  and  we  suspect  that  there  are  many  individuals  lamentably 
ignorant  of  the  constitution,  policy^  method  of  education,  manners,  cos- 
tume, and  other  highly  important  subjects  connected  with  them.  To 
put  an  end  to  such  egregious  ignorance,  and  to  bring  before  the  learned 
world  many  interesting  particulars  on  these  weighty  subjects,  is  the  aim 
of  the  present  essay.  We  assume  the  task,  with  a  full  consciousness  of 
the  dignity  of  the  subject,  and  the  weighty  consideration  it  requires. 

The  two  great  Northern  Universities  are.  King's  College  and  Univer- 
sity, Old  Aberdeen  ;  and  Marischal  College  and  University,  New  Aber- 
deen. Aberdeen,  we  believe,  is  the  only  town  in  the  world  which 
possesses  two  actual  universities  within  a  mile  of  each  other.  If  ever 
city  was  honoured  by  literary  distinction,  this  is  the  one.  Containing, 
as  it  does,  within  itself  as  many  seminaries  of  the  higher  branches  of 
learning  as  the  whole  of  England,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  its  inhabi- 
tants should  be  a  little  vain  of  their  distinction.  It  is  only  surprising 
that  these  amazing  honours  have  not  rendered  them  too  proud,  and  that 
they  look  more  witli  a  charitable  condescension  than  with  contempt 
upon  the  less  fortunate  people  of  England.  So  much  by  way  of  defini- 
tion. And,  now,  before  entering  on  our  more  complicated  constitutional 
investigations,  let  us  give  some  idea  of  the  locality  and  appearance  of 
these  two  great  and  celebrated  seminaries  of  learning. 

If  ever  any  man  should  wish  to  find  himself  in  the  last  century,  to  be 
for  a  while  in  the  midst  of  the  things,  the  people,  and  the  manners  of 
a  hundred  years  ago,  let  him  go  to  the  village  of  Old  Aberdeen.  There, 
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B8  he  stalks  through  the  quiet^  straggling  streets^  unroased  by  the  sound 
of  the  rattling  car  or  the  hum  of  commerce^  he  may  see  the  old  ivy. 
covered  houses,  sticking  their  gavel  ends  into  the  pathway,  with  the 
little  pigeon-hole  windows  prettily  painted  green  ;  crow  steps  at  the 
ends,  and  moss-covered  flag  stones  on  the  roofs.  There  he  may  see  tall, 
sturdy,  weatherbeaten  old  men,  with  broad  bonnets,  knee  breeches,  and 
huge  red  velveteen  waistcoats  reaching  almost  to  the  knees  |  old  women 
with  high-topped  ifitttoAe^,. sitting  on  huge  stones  at  their  doors,  knitting 
the  stocking;  and,  perhaps,  some  stately  old  lady  of  eighty  winters^ 
whose  high^heeled  shoes,  as  they  clatter  on  the  empty  pavement,  are  faintly 
re-eehoed  by  the  trevd  of  the  old  footman,  who  slinks  obsequiously  be* 
hind  her.  There  he  may  see  the  grave  students  wandering  about  in  their 
red  gowns,  and  the  Professors  stalking  to  their  classes  in  their  blacks 
And,  finally,  the  place  is  famous  for  the  bright  eyes  and  rosy  cheeks  of  its 
young  ladies,  whose  pianos  the  stranger  may  hear  gently  struck,  through 
the  honeysuckle  of  some  open  window,  as  he  saunters  about  in  some  fine 
sultry  summer  evening,  in  the  Cathedral  Church-yard,  or  the  College 
Square.  New  Aberdeen  is  altogether  a  different  sort  of  place.  There 
are  bustle,  confusion,  distraction.  Union  Street  and  Broad  Street  are 
crammed  with  shops ;  and,  where  there  are  not  shops,  there  are  banking 
houses,  and  lawyer's  offices ;  and,  where  there  are  neither  of  these,  there 
are  schools ;  and,  worst  of  all,  where  there  are  not  schools,  there  are 
manufactories ;  and,  sometimes,  the  whole  of  these  nuisances  are  con- 
glomerated and  united  into  one  mass.  Then  there  are  no  old  world 
carlins,  nor  stately  ladies  of  the  last  century.  The  men  have  hurry  and 
importance  in  their  looks ;  and  the  young  ladies  march  through  Union 
Street  in  files,  like  well-booted  grenadiers.  The  houses  are  built  in  re* 
gular  rows,  without  projecting  gables.  They  have  large  staring  win. 
dows,  and  slated  roofs.  £ach  house  is  possessed  either  of  a  brass  door- 
knocker, or  a  bell-pull,  or  perhaps  of  both ;  and  a  flat  engraved  plate 
officiously  informs  passengers  .who  is  the  indweller.  Nor  are  the  re« 
spective  Universities  themselves  less  distinguished  from  each  other  by 
peculiar  outward  marks.  In  the  Old  Town,  a  turret  or  two,  and  an 
ornamented  crown,  peeping  modestly  over  the  trees,  announce  the  seat 
of  learning ;  and,  on  a  nearer  approach,  these  form  tliemselves  into  a 
quadrangle,  surrounded  by  miniature  gothic  buildings,  old  and  new,  a 
corridor,  a  tower  or  two,  and  a  solemn  gothic  chapel ;  at  one  end  of  which 
is  the  place  of  worship  for  the  students,  and  at  the  other  the  library, 
and  a  museum,  consisting  of  a  coat  of  mail,  and  a  great  many  curious* 
looking  arrows. 

The  exterior  appearance  of  Marischal  College  is  rather  different. 
Walking  along  Broad  Street,  amid  the  clatter  of  carts  and  the  clang  of 
voices,  among  the  numberless  dark  alleys  passed,  one  may  attract  your 
attention,  from  its  being  ornamented  and  dignified  by  the  immediate 
presence  of  a  street  lamp,  and  from  the  words  *'  College  Court"  being 
written  over  the  gateway.  By  groping  a  little,  and  taking  good  care 
bow  you  tread,  you  may  quickly  find  yourself  so  far  into  the  ''  Court," 
as  to  behold  a  building,  which  rustics,  who  cannot  read  the  dignified 
inscription  ''  College  Court,"  generally  mistake  for  the  Town  Jail,  so 
much  does  it  possess  of  that  majestic  awe  which  sobers  the  student's 
mind  to  reflection.  The  building  consists  of  a  front  and  two  wings ;  the 
walls  of  all  which  are  rain  proof,  and  the  roof  slated.  Exactly  in  the 
centre  is  an  architectural  ornament,  which  attracts  the  eye.  Two  stones 
are  set  upright  on  the  top  of  the  mason  work,  and  between  them  is  set  a 
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belly  or  at  least  something  very  much  resembling  one ;  beneath  which  is 
a  clock,  which  always  points  to  some  hour  or  other,  and  most  generally 
to  the  right  one.    The  centre  building  contains  the  great  hall^  with  all 
its   pictures ;   on  the  boards  of  which  people  are  requested  to  tread 
lightly,  lest  they  may  happen  to  be  lodged  in  the  room  beneath.     This 
hall  is  looked  on  with  great  respect ;  since,  notwithstanding  its  frequent 
hints  of  the  failure  of  its  strength,  it  still  contrives  to  brave  out  the 
tread  of  the  students  above,  and  the  terrible  explosions  produced  by  the 
experiments  of  the  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  beneath.    Within  the 
same  building  is  a  collection  of  book-shelves,  called  a  library,  the  mu-> 
seum,  and  the  public  school,  or  student's  hall,  inferior  to  that  above, 
(which  is  used  for  more  particular  purposes,)  in  as  far  as  it  is  neither 
lathed  nor  plastered,  having  the  bare  stone  walls  at  the  sides,  and  the 
rafters  above ;  but  superior,  in  as  far  as  there  is  no  danger  of  its  either 
falling  down,  or  being  blown  up,  there  being  nothing  between  the  feet 
and  the  bare  earth.  The  different  class-rooms  are  disposed  here  and  there 
in  the  two  wings,  and  are  very  conveniently  situated,  excepting  that 
set  apart  for  the  teaching  of  mathematics,  which,  being  placed  beside 
one   of  the  Professors'  kitchen,  produces  some  inconvenient  collisions 
betwixt  cookery  and  literature,  very  much  to  the  disadvantage   of  the 
latter  ;  as  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  accidental  inroad  of  a  few  stray 
students  on  the  cook.maid  and  her  duties  can  produce  such  a  disagree- 
able interruption,  as  the  unconscious  invasion  of  the  butcher's  boy,  with 
a  leg  of  mutton,  or  the  tumbling  in  of  a  fisherwoman,  determined  to 
know  whether  any  one  present  wants  "  Caller  Hadies,"  on  the  Mathe- 
matical Professor,  when  explaining  the  intricacies  of  the  forty-seventh 
proposition. 

Such  then  are  the  outward  features  of  two  buildings,  which,  on  a 
certain  day  towards  the  end  of  October,  appear  as  if  rousing  them- 
selves from  a  long  summer  slumber,  and  shew  s3rmptoms  of  returning 
animation.  Large  black  looking  doors,* which  have  for  some  months 
past  stood  sullenly  closed,  creak  slowly  upon  their  rusty  hinges ;  and 
broad  gaps  stand  ready  to  swallow  up  the  cojning  throng.  Groups  of 
anxious  whisperers,  with  books  under  their  arms,  gather  like  swarms  of 
bees  silently  in  the  vicinity,  a  dark,  serious-looking  figure  here  and  there 
measures  his  steps  towards  the  edifice,  and  figures  are  seen  within,  hur- 
riedly flitting  past  the  windows.  This  is  a  day  of  no  ordinary  interest ; 
the  day  of  competition  for  bursaries,  a  most  admirable  set  of  endow- 
ments, by  which  many  an  industrious  youth,  whose  small  means  of  liveli- 
hood would  have  forbidden  tlie  prospect  of  a  liberal  education,  not  only 
receives  that  education  itself,  but  generally  a  small  sum  along  with  it, 
which  may  allow  him  to  indulge  in  a  little  literary  property.  They  are 
most  honourably  acquired ;  as  they  are  the  fruits  of  a  competition  so  re- 
gelated that  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  favour  any  particular  can- 
didate. The  Bursars  are  the  proprietors  of  the  respective  Bursaries  for 
four  years  ;  holding  them,  as  well-earned  property,  totally  independent 
of  the  Professors,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  their  caprice.  Nor  can 
they  complain  of  any  undue  superciliousness  on  the  part  of  these  indivi- 
duals ;  with  the  exception  of  one  liberal-minded  person,  who  is  fond  of  mak- 
ing his  Bursars  light  and  snuff  the  candles,  and  perform  other  instructive 
functions.  The  silent  competitors  for  these  profitable  honours  are  all 
seated  by  long  tables  along  the  hall,  like  a  convivial  dinner-party,  but 
employed  in  a  very  different  manner.  A  death-like  stillness  prevails 
among  all ;  from  the  pale  student,  whose  requisite  classical  knowledge 
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has  been  the  fruit  of  labour  during  the  intervals  assigned  him  for  his 
restj  to  the  healthy^  smiling  Jackanape^  whose  parents  have  had  Latin 
dunned  into  him  privately  at  home^  and  have  sent  him  to  college  for  the 
worthy  purpose  of  gaining  a  bursary^  that  he  may  shew  his  talents,  his 
wealth,  and  his  contempt  for  his  poorer  competitors,  by  resigning  it.  To- 
wards the  afternoon,  one  by  one,  the  motley  competitors  reluctantly,  and 
with  a  sort  of  dread,  deliver  up  their  exercises  to  the  Town  Clerk,  and 
glide  quietly  from  the  hall,  where  the  dignitaries  of  the  University  are 
at  last  left  in  solitude.  Next  day  a  town  sergeant  bawls  forth  from  an 
open  window  in  the  Town-house,  the  names  of  the  successful  candidates  ; 
and  each  blushing  and  satisfied  youth  has  to  hang  down  his  head  for  a 
few  minutes  in  the  august  presence  of  the  bailies,  receiving  a  quantity 
of  good  advice  on  the  method  of  continuing  his  classical  and  philosophical 
studies ;  which,  coming  from  such  high  and  well-qualified  authority,  never 
fails  to  have  a  good  effect  on  the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  so 
honoured. 

Now  begin  the  two  towns  to  receive,  as  it  were,  all  at  once,  into  their 
bosoms,  a  new  and  totally  distinct  set  of  inhabitants,  possessed  of  pecu- 
liarities which  distinguish  them  entirely  from  other  men.  Looking  down 
the  vista  of  a  long  street,  there  are  distinctly  visible  several  bright  red 
spots,  or  masses,  scattered  here  and  there  among  the  other  soberly-coloured 
people.  These  spots,  on  a  nearer  approach,  turn  out  to  be  human  beings, 
men  or  boys,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  each  man  or  boy  has  on  a  great 
red  cloak.  These  are  of  all  hues  of  red,  from  the  deep  reddish-brown, 
threadbare,  tattered,  and  smeared  with  ink,  to  the  blushing  scarlet,  whole, 
and  untainted.  The  respectability  and  age  of  the  student  is  marked  by 
the  tattered  and  discoloured  condition  of  his  gown.  He  who  has  just 
joined  is  an  object  of  compassion  on  account  of  the  neatness  and  cleanness 
of  hb  robe ;  and  it  becomes  his  own  duty,  and  that  of  his  |irell- wishing 
companions,  to  maltreat  it  as  diligently  as  possible  from  time  to  time,  just 
stopping  short  of  total  annihilation,  an  event  which  might  produce  the 
worse  alternative  of  a  second  Hew  one. 

Various  as  are  the  hues  and  consistencies  of  the  gowns,  so  are  the  cha- 
racteristics of  the  wearers.  Here  is  the  tall,  raw-boned,  red-haired 
fellow  of  six  feet,  who  has  just  rushed  down  from  the  hills  of  Braemar. 
He  has  not  got  a  bursary ;  but  his  father  is  a  well-doing  farmer, 
and  he  wishes  to  make  a  "  shentleman"  of  his  son.  The  monster  has 
just  given  up  a  broad  bonnet,  and  something  in  the  form  of  a  kilt,  or 
half-way  between  that  and  pantaloons,  and  has  submitted  to  the  re- 
straint of  a  hat  and  a  pair  of  trousers ;  the  former  of  which  has  occu- 
pied a  curious  position  on  the  front  part  of  his  head;  while  the 
latter,  never  calculated  for  such  a  pair  of  legs,  are  drawn  tight  up 
the  calves^  about  half  a  yard  from  his  feet,  leaving  room  to  exhibit 
thick  grey  ribbed  stockings,  and  shoes  clenched  with  nails  and  plates 
of  iron,  like  the  gateway  of  a  feudal  castle.  Add  to  this,  his  gown, 
which,  hanging  from  his  shoulders,  only  reaches  his  knee,  and  resem. 
bles  something  between  a  surtout  and  a  labourer  s  smock,  if  either  of 
these  articles  of  dress  can  be  imagined  to  exist  of  a  bright  red  colour, 
and  with  hanging  sleeves.*    For  a  considerable  period  after  his  arrival 

'  ■      ■  —  - 

*  There  is  an  erentfol  history  connected  with  the  form  of  thcfle  sleeves ;  they  are, 
as  now  worn  at  Martichal  College,  flat  or  slit,  like  those  of  the  Geneva  gown ;  for- 
merly  they  hung  from  the  shoulders  in  long  bags,  after  the  Episcopal  fashion.  In 
their  warfares,  the  learned  heroes  used  to  fill  these  with  books,  stones,  mud,  or  any 
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in  town^  the  animal  wanders  about  in  a  state  of  confused  admiration 
at  the  grandeur  of  every  thing  which  surrounds  him.  He  stares  with  a 
horror-struck  avidity  at  the  mysterious  jail  door^  with  the  shackles 
hung  in  front,  to  insult  evil-doers ;  and,  with  a  feeling  of  instinctive 
terror,  gives  place  to  the  consequential  step  of  the  red-coated  town 
sergeant,  whom  he  supposes  complete  master  of  the  mysteries  of  that 
dreary  abode,  and  ready  to  incarcerate  any  poor  fellow  who  may  offend 
his  dignity.  He  stares  with  a  longing  curiosity  at  the  grand  shops 
which  can  only  be  there  for  the  great  people,  and  which  he  would  feel 
it  presumption  to  approach.  He  is  startled  by  the  awfully  loud  striking 
of  the  town  clock;  and  is  afraid  it  has  something  to  do  with  himself. 
He  goes  to  look  at  the  sea,  and  finds  it  to  be  a  very  different  place  to 
what  he  expected.  The  ships  are  a  new  object  of  wonder.  He  cannot 
conceive  what  use  the  world  has  for  so  many.  The  multitude  of  people 
astonishes  him.  He  thinks  they  are  all  staring  at  him,  and  all  know  that 
he  has  come  from  Braemar,  and  that  he  has  not  got  a  bursary.  After 
tiring  himself  out  with  the  sight  of  all  kinds  of  wonderful  things ;  he 
finds  his  way  to  his  garret  in  the  Gallowgate  or  the  Spittal ;  thinks 
Aberdeen  the  greatest  city  in  the  world,  and  far  superior  to  Castleton 
of  Braemar,  though  rather  more  noisy  and  confused ;  gulps  his  supper 
of  sowens,  and  dreams  he  has  returned  to  his  native  hills,  and  is  herding 
sheep.  A  few  weeks  operate  a  considerable  change  on  him.  His  hat  is 
set  on  his  head  like  other  people's.  He  no  longer  allows  the  evil-minded 
fry  on  the  streets  to  insult  his  hat,  or  tug  the  yolty's  gown  with  impunity. 
He  takes  terrible  strides  along  the  streets,  and  his  great  iron-heeled 
shoes  make  way  for  him  wherever  he  goes ;  and,  determined  to  out  do 
other  people  in  finery,  he  comes  splashing  along  the  pavement  on  a  raw, 
rainy,  December  forenoon,  with  a  pair  of  shaggy  white  trousers,  made  by 
an  Aberdeen  tailor. 

Another  species  is  the  studious,  pale-faced  individual  intended  for  tlie 
church.  His  hopes  are,  in. the  meantime,  bounded  by  a  country  school, 
or  a  respectable  private  tutorship.  His  nose  hangs  disconsolately  over 
his  unshaven  chin.  His  cheeks  are  ashen-coloured  and  dirty,  and  his 
hair  hangs  lankly  from  beneath  a  rusty  hat  which  has  seen  long  service. 
His  gown  is  adjusted  so  as  to  conceal,  as  much  as  possible,  his  threadbare 
black  coat.  He  has  gained  a  good  bursary  by  hia  perseverance  ;  and  he 
is  resolved  that  his  good  fortune  shall  not  slacken  the  ardour  of  his 
studies.  He  issues  from  the  college  gate,  diligently  keeping  himself 
apart  from  the  merry  little  juntos,  delighted  at  the  termination  of  their 
hour  of  durance.  Immediately,  on  reaching  the  street,  he  makes  a  plunge 
at  the  nearest  by-way,  and  rushes  homewards.  On  slackening  a  little 
in  his  speed,  he  pulls  forth  a  copy  of  the  Collectanea,  and  reads  as  he 
walks,  determined  not  to  lose  time.  Five  or  six  little  elves,  over  whom 
he  has  stumbled  and  nearly  broken  his  head,  do  not  interrupt  his  studies, 
which  he  continues  till  he  has  fairly  upset  himself  over  the  beams  of  a 
cart,  and  projected  his  Collectanea  and  his  hat  into  the  gutter.  He  then 
looks  at  his  leg,  and  finds  his  shin  cut  and  bleeding,  and  his  trousers 
torn  ;  on  which  he  rubs  the  mud  from  his  hat  and  Collectanea,  and  finishes 
his  journey  as  much  as  possible  like  a  man  of  this  world.  A  third  species 
consists  of  a  higher  and  more  dignified  class.  These  are  the  citizens* 
sons ;  boys  from  eleven  to  fourteen,  who,  having  finished  all  their  pre- 

thing  they  could  get  hold  of,  thus  transforniuig  them  into  useful  offensive  wccipous  ; 
a  practice  which  required  to  be  put  a  stop  to  by  the  enactment  of  a  sumptuary  law 
altering  the  form  of  the  sleeves.  1 
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]^aratoiy  studies^  excepting  English  readings  writing,  and  arithmetic,  are 
sent  to  college  to  be  perfected  in  philosophy  and  Greek.  These  main- 
tain a  conscious  superiority  to  their  less-refined  country  class-fellows : 
they  strut  about  like  aldermen,  with  a  complacent  consciousness  of  th^ 
dignity  attached  to  their  red  robes^  which  is  only  interrupted  when  they 
have  to  maintain  a  warfare  with  the  less  distinguished  urchins  in  the 
streets^  to  whom  the  red  robes  in  question  furnish  admirable  marks, 
agatnat  which  they  may  project  dead  cats,  mud,  and  other  offensive  mis- 
siles. 

Such,  and  of  divers  other  descriptions,  too  numerous  and  minute  to  be 
enumerated,  are  the  learned  members  of  the  two  Great  Northern  Uni- 
versitiesi,  congregated  to  spend  five  months  in  each  other's  company, 
devoted,  during  three  or  four  hours  per  day,  to  the  study  of  the  highest 
branches  of  human  learning.  It  is  generally  allowed  that,  for  the  first 
month  or  two,  they  live  in  a  state  of  peace  and  tranquillity  ;  but,  at  the 
end  of  this  period,  the  proverbial  restlessness  of  human  nature  makes 
its  appearance.  Feuds  are  commenced  in  all  quarters.  There  are  feuds 
betwixt  the  two  Universities,  feuds  betwixt  class  and  class,  and  feuds 
betwixt  the  students  and  the  pelters  of  dead  cats  and  mud  on  the  streets. 
Then  they  commence  a  course  of  secret  mischief  and  devilry.  Honest 
tradesmen  find  their  houses  and  shops  fumigated  with  assafoetida;  a 
street  will  be  found  at  break-of-day  stripped  of  its  lamps,  which  are  dis. 
covered  huddled  together  in  some  by-comer,  smashed  or  not,  as  may 
have  suited  the  humour  of  the  learned  depredators.  Some  old  lady, 
while  her  servant  is  hospitably  treating  the  bearers  of  her  sedan  chair 
with  a  dram,  finds  herself  unceremoniously  huddled  off  to  some  uncouth 
corner  of  the  town,  which  she  never  intended  to  visit.  Grocers  and 
spirit  dealers  lose  their  signs ;  and  some  venerable  Professor  finds,  when 
he  goes  out  to  his  morning  walk,  that  he  is  transformed  into  a  licensed 
retail  spirit  dealer,  or  a  boot  and  shoemaker,  according  to  the  account 
given  by  a  large  board  nailed  over  his  door.  Then  there  are  certain  by- 
ways over  which  the  students  exercise  arbitrary  authority,  and  which  are 
totally  inaccessible  to  all  peaceable  people  after  nightfall. 

After  the  commencement  of  these  exploits,  the  students  receive  all  and 
sundry  the  denomination  of  ^*  Doctor ;"  a  class  of  unfortunate  individuals 
on  whose  shoulders  are  laid  the  credit  of  all  the  evil  which  happens  to 
the  quick  and  the  dead,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  two  Great  Northern 
Universities.  Towards  the  end  of  the  session,  however,  an  event  makes 
its  annual  recurrence,  which,  in  Marischal  College  at  least,  swallows  up 
all  minor  contentions  in  one  of  more  engrossing  interest.  The  election 
approaches ;  yes,  reader,  the  election.  We  are  ready  to  allow  that  such 
a  sounds  however  familiar,  seems  strange  when  applied  to  a  Scottish 
College.  But  no  election  creates  more  interest,  ferment,  heartburning, 
and  quarrelling,  than  does  the  election  of  the  Rector  of  Marischal  Col- 
lege, among  the  waspish  set  of  little  individuals  which  form  its  consti- 
tuency. By  the  charter,  the  Rector  is  eligible  by  the  students.  It  is 
said  that  formerly  the  Professors  considered  it  quite  unnecessary  to 
inform  them  of  this  their  privilege,  and  the  young  gentlemen  themselves 
never  dreamed  of  the  possibility  of  possessing  any  such  power.  It  was 
then  the  practice  for  the  Professors  to  convoke  the  students  and  inform 
them  that  they  wished  such  and  such  a  person  to  be  Rector,  and  hoped 
the  young  gentlemen  would  approve  of  their  choice ;  on  which  the  young 
gentlemen,  wondering  at  the  unusual  condescension  of  their  usually 
unbending  superiors,  and  highly  gratified  with  the  mark  of  respect  paid 
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them^  simultaneously  shouted  consent,  and,  on  dispersing,  inquired  at 
the  porter  the  name  of  the  person  who  had  heen  chosen,  as  they  had  not 
heard  distinctly. 

So  went  matters  smoothly  on,  until  some  unlucky  wight,  bom,  cer- 
tainly, in  Addison's  year  of  confusion,  and  not  having  before  his  eyes  the 
fear  of  the  poet's  saying,  ''  Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise," 
discovered  that  the  elective  franchise  was,  by  the  charter,  vested  in  .the 
students.  Then  there  was  a  change  in  the  aspect* of  affairs.  The  con- 
descension of  the  Professors,  so  much  admired  before,  met  with  no 
charity.  The  body  politic  was  convulsed,  and  treason  against  the  higher 
powers  filled  every  mouth.  It  was  impossible  to  stem  the  torrent.  The 
Professors  trembled  in  their  chairs.  Bent  brows  and  fierce  glances  had 
no  effect,  hints  and  threats  lost  their  efficacy,  as  it  was  wisely  considered 
that  a  whole  University  could  not  be  easily  punished.  Nor  were  the 
Bursars,  who  generally  stood  in  mortal  terror  lest  an  insolent  glance  or 
a  disrespectful  mode  of  addressing  a  Professor  should  lose  them  their 
benefices,  more  pliable  on  this  occasion  than  their  fellow  students  ;  and, 
finally,  the  students  took  the  conclusive  and  uncompromising  step  of 
choosing,  as  their  first  Rector  under  the  reformed  constituency,  Mr. 
Joseph  Hume. 

£ver  since  that  eventful  period,  the  approach  of  the  election  has  com- 
menced a  period  of  busy  interest.  Manuscript  placards  are  pasted  on 
the  gates,  tolerably  well  spelled  in  the  general  case.  Public  meetings 
and  private  meetings  are  held.  Committees  are  appointed.  Even,  on 
very  particular  occasions,  letters  have  been  known  to  be  published  in 
the  newspapers.  Party  spirit  rages  high  among  the  students ;  and  the 
friends  of  candidates  do  their  best  to  insult  their  opponents.  Every 
particular  class  of  society  has  its  own  method  of  displaying  opinion; 
and  as,  according  to  CottUj  the  proper  and  natural  method  by  which 
Englishmen  express  public  opinion  is  by  a  discharge  of  mud,  so  the 
method  by  which  students  of  Marischal  College  express  their  respective 
opinions  is,  by  cutting  and  maltreating  each  other's  gowns.  A  violent 
party  man,  who  has  many  enemies,  may  be  discovered  by  the  tattered 
nature  of  the  fragments  of  a  gown  which  remain  on  his  shoulders,  and 
sometimes  by  a  few  gashes,  which,  piercing  deeper  than  the  perpetrators 
intended,  have  lacerated  his  under  garments.  The  method  of  election 
is  this :  The  students  being  convened  in  the  hall,  are  divided  into  four 
nations  or  districts,  according  to  the  locality  of  the  birth  of  each.  There 
are  the  Moray  men,  or  those  born  north  of  the  Deveron;  those  of  Buchan, 
born  between  the  Deveron  and  the  Don ;  those  of  Mar,  bom  betwixt  the 
Don  and  the  Dee;  and,  finally,  the  Angusiani,  or  those  south  of  the 
Grampians,  including  all  southern  Scotsmen,  Englishmen,  Hindoos, 
Hottentots,  and  Turks,  and,  as  is  generally  supposed,  all  foreigners  and 
heathens  whatever ;  although  it  might  be  a  nice  point  in  the  law  of 
nations,  and  one  which  has  escaped  the  attention  of  Grotius  and  Vattel, 
to  which  nation  a  man  of  Spitzbergen  or  Archangel  ought  to  belong. 
It  appears  to  be  the  common  opinion,  that,  during  the  period  of  the 
general  meeting,  and  while  the  nations  are  being  separated  from  each 
other,  a  tacit  amnesty  is  passed  in  favour  of  the  electors,  by  which  they 
are  allowed  to  do  whatever  they  think  proper,  without  being  in  any 
manner  called  to  account ;  and,  like  provident  men,  they  make  full  use 
of  their  privileges.  Loosened,  for  a  time,  from  those  bonds  of  awe  which 
hold  them  so  firmly  at  other  times,  their  noise  and  exultation  is  extreme. 
Here  and  there  a  few  reprobate  truants,  who,  with  all  the  inclinations 
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of  the  devil  festering  in  their  young  bloody  have  been  daily  and  nightly 
curses  to  their  several  masters^  are  determined  to  repay  themselves  for 
all  the  insults  they  have  suffered  in  the  form  of  correction  and  punish- 
ment^ at  the  rate  of  two  teeth  for  a  toothy  and  two  eyes  for  an  eye.  The 
Professors^  meanwhile^  stripped  of  their  little  brief  authority^  and  seeing 
their  fantastic  tricks  transferred  to  others^  stalk  quietly  through  the 
room^  suppressing  their  indignation^  like  smothered  volcanoes.  The 
nations  being  separated^  each  chooses  a  delegate^  and  the  delegates 
choose  the  Rector.  This^  it  must  be  allowed,  is  a  refinement  on  the 
method  by  which  their  obscure  ideas  on  the  subject  have  taught  the 
States  of  America  to  choose  their  delegates ;  as  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  utmost  pains  have  heen  taken  to  secure  an  impartial  equality  of  votes 
in  the  case  of  there  being  more  than  one  candidate  for  the  Rectorship,  it 
being  not  nearly  so  likely  that  three  nations  will  vote  for  one,  and  the 
remaining  nation  for  the  other  candidate,  as  that  two  will  vote  for  one 
and  two  for  the  other.  This  impartiality  is  made  still  more  interesting, 
by  the  oversman,  in  such  a  case,  being  the  Rector  for  the  previous  year, 
who  is  himself  generally  one  of  the  candidates.  A  paradox  may  also  be 
produced  in  the  election  of  a  Rector,  very  interesting  to  scholastic  phi- 
losophers. He  may  be  chosen  by  a  sweeping  majority,  consisting  of  one- 
third,  or  so,  of  his  constituents.  The  nation  of  Mar,  or  of  the  Aberdeen 
district,  generally  contains  twice  as  many  students  as  the  other  three  put 
together ;  yet,  the  other  three  make,  of  course,  a  majority.  Since  the 
students  held  the  electoral  franchise  in  their  own  hands,  Rectors,  on 
both  sides  of  politics,  have  filled  the  chair.  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  has  been 
frequently  chosen  on  the  liberal  side.  Sir  James  M'Gregor  on  the  Tory. 
The  former  held  a  Rectorial  Court,  during  the  time  of  Session,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  students,  and  gave  the  Professors  much  trouble,  by  making 
an  investigation  into  grievances.  The  latter  followed  his  example  in  a 
more  convenient  manner,  by  holding  a  Court  during  the  recess,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Professors  and  a  few  students  in  the  neighbourhood ;  there- 
by preventing  great  annoyance  to  the  learned  dignitaries. 

The  next  topic  of  interest  which  occupies  the  minds  of  the  students, 
is  the  Public  Examination ;  in  which  each  class  is  examined  in  presence 
of  all  the  Professors,  and  such  students  of  the  other  classes  as  choose  to 
attend.  The  method  of  proceeding  is  this :  The  Professor,  whose  class 
is  about  to  suffer  examination,  lays  out,  about  a  week  or  so  beforehand, 
the  portion  of  his  subject  on  which  he  intends  to  question.  The  students 
being  arranged  alphabetically,  the  matter  is  equaUy  divided  among  them ; 
and  the  master  takes  care  that  each  student  shall  be  well  versed,  by 
repeated  questioning,  in  the  exact  portion  of  the  subject  he  has  to  atteiil 
to ;  good-naturedly  anxious  that  no  one  shall  be  asked  a  question  which 
he  is  not  previously  aware  is  to  be  put.  After  each  one  has  marvellously 
"well  responded  to  all  the  difficult  points  brought  before  him,  those  pre- 
sent express  their  astonishment  and  gratification  at  the  excellent  know, 
ledge  of  the  subject  displayed  by  the  students,  and  the  young  gentlemen 
are  dismissed  from  the  thraldom  of  the  ceremony,  with  much  applause. 

The  last  scene  of  the  Academical  Drama  is  the  Graduation.  Some 
years  ago,  this  was  performed  on  a  very  admirable  principle.  The 
questions  on  which  the  knowledge  of  the  prospective  Masters  of  Arts 
was  to  be  proved,  were  publicly  dictated;  and,  a  little  after,  the 
answers,  it  was  considered  fitting  for  them  to  give,  were  privately  dic- 
tated. Accidents  sometimes  indeed  occurred,  by  which  the  admirable 
order  and  consistency  of  this  plan  were  slightly  mutilated  ;  such  as  that 
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of  a  student  returning  the  answer  of  the  Moral  Philosophy  question  i9 
the  Mathematical  question;  hut  these  mistakes  were  good-naturedly 
passed  over^  as  arising  from  the  hurry  and  agitation  of  the  moment^  and 
being  mere  inversions  In  the  order  of  memory.  When^  howerer,  the 
rumour  of  the  Royal  Visitation  reached  the  ears  of  the  two  Great 
(Northern  Universities^  it  was  wisely  considered  that  it  would  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  credit  of  the  place^  should  the  commissioners  hear  of 
some  candidates  being  rejected.  Accordingly^  a  week  or  two  before  the 
period  of  trialj  the  minda  of  the  prospective  graduates  were  smitten  by 
the  news  of  a  terribly  difficult  examination  being  prepared  for  them ;  in 
consequence  of  which  some  who  were  doubtful  whether  or  not  they 
should  be  at  the  trouble  to  accept  so  empty  an  honour,  found  that  it  was 
likely  to  be  too  full  for  their  grasp,  and  so  declined  the  attempt.  Others 
went  boldly  forward.  A  sufficient  number  were  rejected,  to  satisfy  the 
consciences  of  the  Professors  for  all  the  unqualified  they  had  permitted 
to  pass  before ;  and,  ever  since,  the  graduation  has  been  a  matter  of 
doubt,  terror,  and  difficulty. 

The  graduation  being  over,  and  the  students  having  spent  about  half 
a  day  in  destroying  each  other's  gowns,  each  man,  after  the  principles 
of  Hobbes,  attacking  the  property  of  his  neighbour,  the  dull  routine  of 
the  academical  winter  may  be  considered  at  an  end ;  and  an  afterpiece^ 
very  different  from  the  dry  matter  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  is 
all  that  remains  to  be  attended  to,  before  the  general  dispersion.    The 
Graduation  Ball,  which  has,  during  the  whole  session,  been  nearest  the 
hearts  of  those  personally  interested  in  it,  begins,  towards  the  termina- 
tion of  the  season  of  labour,  to  be  whispered  of  in  the  polite  world  of 
Aberdeen.    The  rooms  are  hired ;  store  of  provisions  is  laid  in ;  fiddlers 
are  gathered  together,  blind  and  otherwise ;  invitations  are  issued  ;  the 
dressmakers'  girls  look  forward  with  the  hope  of  acquiring  an  invita- 
tion from  some  teaching  cousin ;  and  the  high-bred  belles  of  Union  Street 
hink  they  may  drop  in  to  see  what  sort  of  creatures  wiU  be  there.    The 
rooms  are  lit  up  on  the  appointed  night ;  the  fiddlers  are  prepared ;  gay 
figures  crowd  in.    The  eccentric  looking  students  are  singularly  altered 
in  appearance.    Where  is  our  friend  from  Braemar,  whom  we  charac- 
terized a  while  ago  ?    An  acute  eye,  acquainted  with  his  huge  physiog- 
nomy, may  contrive  to  discover  him.    He  is  strangely  metamorphosed 
indeed.    His  face  is  burning  red  like  a  furnace.    His  long  red  hair 
which  hung  down  upon  his  eyes,  has  been  mounted  in  great  sturdy  curls 
over  his  forehead,    A  stiff  white  stock  encumbers  his  throat.    His  great 
horny  hands  have  been  forced  into  white  kid  gloves,  from  which  he  very 
naturaUy  dreads  they  may  never  be  released ;  and  his  feet  have  exchanged 
their  monstrous  iron-ribbed  protectors,  for  tight  little  dress  shoes,  which 
he  is  conscious  any  undue  motion  may  rend  to  tatters.     Although  he  has 
submitted  his  unruly  heels  for  a  couple  of  months  to  the  persevering 
discipline  of  a  dancing-master,  it  is  plain  that  he  does  not  feel  himself 
yet  audacious  enough  to  figure  forth  before  so  numerous  an  assembly. 
Plucking  up  courage,  however,  he  approaches  a  Professor's  daughter  ; 
but  forgetting,  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment,  the  proper  sentence  of 
appeal,  which  he  vainly  thought  he  had  committed,   along   with   his 
Greek  roots  and  his  problems,  to  thb  stronghold  of  his  memory,  his 
wish  resolves  into  the  simple  request,  "  Wud  ye  jist  tak  a  daunce  wi' 
me,  Mem?"      The  request  is  very  probably  acceded  to;  but  the  rustic 
finds,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  part,  that  a  little 
something  to  drink  is  absolutely  necessary  for  clearing  his  memory. 
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There  is  plenty  of  wine^  porter^  and  whisky  in  the  next  room;  after 
some  few  retreats  to  which^  he  feels  as  if  he  were  on  his  native  hills. 
He  then  perceives  a  number  of  people  rushing  round  the  room  in  a  man- 
ner which  he  thinks  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  imitate ;  and  he  piunge9 
into  a  waltz,  from  which  he  bolts  o£f  at  a  tangent^  clearing  an  avenue  to 
the  extremity  of  the  apartment.  Resolved  th^t  his  third  attempt  shall 
not  be  so  unsuccessful^  he  chooses  to  perform  his  native  dance^  and 
dashes  into  a  strathspey^  kicking  up  his  heels^  to  the  admiration  and  ter« 
ror  of  all  the  hoau  monde  standing  by.  The  pale^  studious  tutor  eyes 
him  with  envy.  Wine  and  revel  are  not  for  him.  He  too,  however,  is 
altered  in  his  appearance,  his  hair  is  brushed  with  careful  smoothness  to 
one  side,  and  his  old  rusty  dress  is  exchanged  for  a  hard-won  suit  of 
glossy  black.  But  his  air  of  retired  diffidence  still  hangs  about  him  ; 
and  he  has  encountered  many  internal  misgivings,  before  he  has  brought 
his  courage  to  the  point  of  making  an  inaudible  request  to  a  fair  pupil 
to  dance  a  quadrille.  Meantime,  the  younger  gentlemen  are  flirting 
about  as  gay  as  butterflies,  and  the  Matrons  and  Professorr*  are  absorbed 
in  Whist.  Time  flies  on,  and  things  begin  to  get  a  little  confused  or  so. 
The  gentlemen  gather  themselves  into  noisy  groups,  and  perform  feats 
of  agility  ;  leaping  over  sofas,  and  balancing  chairs.  The  lights  begin 
to  go  out  of  themselves,  or  gentlemen  have  extinguished  them  by  pitch* 
ing  tarts  and  sandwiches  at  them.  The  fair  ones  gradually  retire,  and 
as  they  disappear,  the  mirth  of  the  unrestrained  males  gets  more  boister. 
ous.  What  oji  earth  are  they  about  now  ?  They  have  commenced  a 
ram  reel,  and  the  remaining  ladies  have  fled  in  terror.  The  mirth  and  fun 
get  fast  and  furious.  The  dignity  of  Professors  is  not  much  respected;  and 
probably  some  of  the  sturdiest  of  the  revellers  will  lay  hold  of  the  fat 
sacristan,  and  tumble  him  round  the.  room  like  a  foot-ball.  A  few  more 
windows  and  lamps  than  usual  are  broken  during  that  eventful  night ; 
a  few  signs  are  removed ;  a  few  watchmen  are  floored  ;  and  a  few  young 
gentlemen  are  locked  up  in  the  watch-house.  As  soon  as  the  students 
have  recovered  from  the  blue  devils,  the  Highlanders  return  to  their 
hills,  to. plough,  and  herd  sheep  ;  the  tutor  retires  to  his  studies;  and 
the  young  gentlemen  are  sent  to  school  to  learn  English  Grammar, 
Writing,  and  Arithmetic  ;  and  then  peace  reigns  for  seven  long  months 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  two  Great  Northern  Universities. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Philosophy  of  Full  Cultivation,  deduced  from  an  Inquiry  into  the 

Relative  Aptitudes  of  Soils, 

It  ia  our  object  in  the  present  paper  to  develop  an  important  economi- 
cal truth,  which,  we  believe,  is  but  imperfectly  understood,  and  of  course 
imperfectly  acted  upon  by  the  majority  of  our  agriculturists ;  and  it 
probably  will  not  the  less  ensure  their  respect  for  our  lucubrations,  if 
we  distinctly  inform  them,  at  the  outset,  that  we  mean  to  exhibit  how 
tbey  might  become  nearly  independent  of  that  mother  of  all  evil — the 
Com  Law.  We  do  not  indeed  propose  to  elevate  the  land  of  this  coun- 
try, as  if  by  'some  magical  influence,  into  a  natural  equality  with  the 
luxurious  straths  of  Poland  or  Lower  Russia,  or  to  drive  the  unprohibit- 
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ed  Canadian  from  Mark  Lane^  by  rendering  our  Scottish  heaths  as  rich 
as  the  deep  mould  still  slumbering  intact  beneath  his  forests  ;  but  we 
would  call  it  emphatically  to  mind^  that  we  have  an  advantage  which 
neither  Canadian,  Russian,  nor  Pole  can  pretend  to,  or  will  be  able  to 
pretend  to  for  yet  a  few  generations.  We  have  in  this  country  an 
amount  of  hoarded  wealth,  or  capital,  to  be  found  in  no  other  region  of 
the  world ;  and  by  its  proper,  and  full,  and  scientific  application,  we  are 
persuaded  that  in  agriculture,  as  in  those  branches  of  manufacture  where 
our  superiority  is  derived  chiefly  from  it,  we  may  approach  much  more 
nearly  to  independence  of  the  free  competition  of  the  most  favoured 
foreigner. 

Our  assertion  will,  in  the  first  instance,  probably  sound  like  a  paradox 
to  all  ears  practical ;  and  to  ears  philosophical,  it  may  resemble  the  an. 
nouncement  of  some  such  economical  scheme  of  agricultural  economy, 
as  was  wont  of  old  to  emanate  from  the  adyta  of  the  Anti-Theoretical 
School, — ^but  all  we  ask  is  attention ;  and  that  we  may  not  run  the 
hazard  of  asking  too  much  even  of  this,  let  our  exposition  forthwith  pro* 
ceed : — It  will  be  granted,  we  fancy,  that,  in  Great  Britain  at  present, 
there  are  under  cultivation  soils  of  considerable  variety,  and  very  differ- 
ent fertilities.  Soils  of  different  fertilities  may  be  defined — soils  which, 
to  the  same  outlay,  return  different  quantities  of  produce  ;  and  it  will 
aid  us  in  our  contemplation  of  what  may  all  be  deduced  from  this  fact, 
if  we  imagine  the  existence  of  a  farm  composed  of  equal  quantities  of 
five  of  these  varying  soils,  represented  by  the  five  annexed  squares. 
The  first  square  may  represent  the  best 
land  ;  and  we  shall  suppose  that,  to  an  .  .  £.q  .^ 
outlay  of  £10,  (this  including  interest  of  2d  '  ioIIl3 
capital,  and  all  expenses  of  labour,  but  3d, 
no  rent,)  it  is  capable  of  returning  16  4th, 
quarters,  as  marked  within  it.  The  ^***> 
second  square  again  returns,  to  the 
same  outlay,  only  13  quarters  ;  the 
third,  10  ;  the  fourth,  7  ;  and  the  fifth 
only  4  :  which  last  quantity  will  not  do 
more,  at  the  average  price  of  50s.  per  4th, 
quarter,  than  pay  what  we  have  sup- 
posed to  be  the  cost  of  production. 
Now  there  is  a  law  with  regard  to  the 

powers  of  return  possessed  by  soils  of    ig^  £io lo 

the  supposed  character,  which   must    2d,     10 —  7 
here  be  especially  observed.    The  re-    3d,     10 —  4 
turn  of  16  quarters,  to  the  outlay  of 
£10  on   the  first  soil,  is   indeed    its 
cream,  but  its  cream  only.    Although 
an  outlay  of  £20,  on  the  same  patch,    Ist,  £10l^  ^ 
would  not  return  32  quarters,  it  by  no .  ^^      ^^ —  ^ 
means  follows  that  £20  may  not  be 
laid  out  upon  it  profitably.     The  se- 
cond £10  may  not  produce  an  addi- 
tional 16  quarters,  but  it  may  produce 
13  quarters,  which  is  still  a  paying  re- 
turn.     In  the  same  manner,  a  third    !**>  £10—  4 
£10  may  be  laid  out  upon  the  same 
ground  with  a  return  of  10  quarters ; 


10—10 
10—  7 
IOl—  4 


1st,  £10—13 
2d,  IOl.10 
3d,  10—  7 
10—  4 


No.  2. 


No.  3. 


No.  4. 


No.  6. 


Total 
£50 


60  qrs- 


Total. 
£40 


34  qn. 


TotaL 
£30 


21  qn. 


Total. 
£20 


11  qn. 


£10 

4  qrs. 
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a  fourth  with  a  return  of  7  quarters ;  and  a  fifth  with  a  return  of  4^ — ^be- 
yond which  last  it  is  clear  no  fresh  outlay  ought  to  be  attempted ;  as,  at 
the  usual  price,  it  could  no  ^nger  replace  itself.  Following  the  same  sup- 
position, similar  profitable  outlays  may  be  made  in  regard  of  the  second- 
rate,  third-rate,  fourth-rate,  and  fifth-rate  soils  before  mentioned ;  and 
in  order  that  the  circumstances  of  the  farm,  when  in  this  state  of  full 
cultivation,  may  be  apprehended  at  a  glance,  we  have  placed  on  the  left 
of  the  annexed  squares  the  several  outlays  or  doses  of  jCIO,  with  their 
corresponding  returns ;  and  on  the  right  the  totals  alike  of  expense  and 
return. 

Such,  we  have  said,  will  be  the  circumstances  of  the  farm  when  in  a 
state  oi  full  or  thorough  cultivation.  It  is  clear,  either  that  the  whole 
money  laid  out  with  these  returns  upon  the  superior  soils  will  pay,  or. 
that  the  farmer  is  quite  wrong  in  cultivating  soil  No.  5.  In  no  one  of 
the  supposed  cases  is  a  less  return  obtained  than  in  the  last ;  and  in  all 
situations  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  acted  upon  without  doubt  or  hesita. 
tion,  and  quite  as  an  established  axiom,  that  the  best  soils  should  be  dosed 
with  capital,  or  cultivated,  until  the  last  sum  of  money  applied  to  them  is 
repaid  by  no  greater  return  that  the  worst  cultivated  soils  would  produce 
to  it,  were  it  laid  out  as  a  first  dose  upon  them.  We  are  so  particular 
in  announcing  and  explaining  this  important  economical  principle,  from 
our  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  great  vice  of  practical  agriculture. 
It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in  some  few  of  the  best  districts  of  the 
country  it  is  acted  upon  with  admirable  and  precise  accuracy ;  but  in 
general,  (speaking  in  regard  of  the  multitude  of  farmers,}  soils  are  cut 
tivated  rather  in  regard  of  their  extent  than  of  their  quality  ;  and  a  fine 
piece  of  land  will  be  left  not  more  than  half  wrought,  or  half  manured, 
where  corn  is  invoked,  by  all  Pluto's  art,  from  a  sandy  bent,  or  some 
light  shallow  heath,  which  has  been  painfully  scratched  into  fresh  sur. 
face  by  the  plough.*  We  have  just  been  residing  in  the  central  district 
of  one  of  our  richest  Scottish  counties,  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing  an  enterprising  and  talented  manufacturer,  who  has  recently  become 
agriculturist,  operating  upon  the  principles  here  unfolded,  in  the  most 
fearless  and  effective  style  ;  and  he  reaps,  in  consequence,  at  least  four 
times  the  harvest  ever  reaped  on  the  farm  before.  The  neighbouring 
farmers  wonder,  and  feel  some  jealousy,  albeit,  at  the  discredit  thus  side- 
ways thrown  upon  the  craft ;  and,  moved  by  half  spite,  they  declare  that 
it  will  not  pay.  Were  our  friend  vindictive,  he  might  retort  with  good 
emphasis ;  for  these  practical  men  are  in  the  yearly  habit  of  laying  out 
money  even  for  a  less  return  than  he  does, — the  difference  between  them 
being  simply  this,  that  they  but  half  exhaust,  while  he  fully  exhausts 
the  profitable  capabilities  of  the  good  soilr.  The  very  idea  of  the  non- 
paying  of  such  enterprise  is,  under  present  circumstances,  an  absurdity. 
The  rent  of  a  farm  is  calculated,  in  every  case,  in  relation  to  the  state 
of  cultivation  in  its  particular  district ;  so  that  any  individual  who  sees 
into  the  truth  of  things,  and  therefore  fully  cultivates,  not  only  pockets 
his  profits  as  a  farming-capitalist,  but  a  great  portion  of  rent  also.     Sup- 

*  The  practical  obtnrer  cannot  travel  through  a  single  county,  even  in  Scotland, 
&r  lets  in  England  or  Ireland,  without  being  struck  with  amazement  at  the  extent  of 
fine  soils  which  are  half  cultivated,  or  even  wholly  neglected,  while  wretched  heaths 
are  tortnivd  to  prodnce  food  ;  and  food  is  therefore  so  dear  I  He  feels,  as  if  instinc- 
tifely,  that  this  could  not  be^  unless  "  something  were  rotten  in  the  state  of  Den- 
mark.**  The  diAerence  between  half  and  full  cultivation,  as  explained  in  onr  paper, 
will  shew  the  astonishing  amount  of  the  eviL 
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fose,  for  instance^  it  were  the  practice  of  the  locality  in  which  our  fore- 
going imaginary  farm  is  situated^  to  lay  out  only  £'10  on  each  of  the 
patches  of  land  above  specified^  it  is  clear  that  the  scientific  and  rational 
cultivator  could  afford  to  pay  the  average  rent  out  of  No.  1  aldue.  By 
acting  upon  the  principles  above  detailed,  he  would  have  made  field  No.  1 
as  valuable  as  an  ordinary  and  routine  agriculturist  would  m:ike  the 
whole  farm ;  so  that  he  has  Nob.  2,  3,  4^  and  6  to  the  bargain  ;  or,  in 
other  wordsj  he  is  of  these  both  laird  and  farmer,  so  long  as  the  lease 
lasts.  The  view  now  taken  cannot  be  too  deeply,  or  too  widely  impressed. 
That  it  is  accurate  there  cannot  be  a  doubt ;  and  of  how  much  importance 
a  full  and  complete  understanding  and  acceptance  of  it  would  be  to  the 
sagacious  agriculturist,  we  leave  it  to  himself  to  discover;  entering, 
however,  a  touching  appeal  to  his  candour,  as  to  whether  he  does  not 
*  owe  radicalism  a  good  turn,  should  the  truth  for  the  first  time  have  met 
his  eye  in  these  pages ;  and  if  he  ought  not  to  remember  the  service 
when  he  is  complacently  pocketing  his  cash ! 

The  object  of  our  present  exposition,  however,  is  not  to  serve  the  pur- 
pose of  the  individual,  but  to  establish  a  great  and  general  truths  and  to 
£ollow  out  its  social  consequences.  That  the  good  soils  of  this  country 
are  not  so  well  cultivated,  proportionally  speaking,  as  the  bad  ones, 
is  quite  a  matter  of  notoriety.  In  some  few  straths  in  Scotland,  where 
the  rich  alluvium  almost  invites  to  cultivation,  full  justice  is  indeed  done 
to  it ;  but  in  no  other  district  in  the  United  Kingdom^  in  no  district, 
even  in  Scotland,  where  the  good  land  is  merely  interspersed  with  the 
indifferent,  is  more  than  Aa/^ justice  done  to  it.  Now,  we  beg  to  refer 
again  to  our  five  squares,  and  to  request  attention  to  the  effect  of  this 
notoriously  imperfect  cultivation  of  the  good  soils.  Say  that  the  first  two 
doses  of  capital  only  are  laid  out  upon  No.  1,  (a  supposition  not  far  from 
the  general  truth,)  the  first  two  upon  No.  2,  the  first  two  also  upon  No. 
3,  the  first  one  upon  No.  4^  and  the  first  one  upon  No.  5,  it  is  clear 
that  the  price  charged  to  the  public  will  be  the  price  of  raising  the  corn 
upon  No.  5,  or,  according  to  our  supposition,  50s.  per  quarter  ;  whereas 
the  effective  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public,  will,  in  regard  of  the 
whole  extent  of  land  we  speak  of,  be  80  quarters,  the  quantity  produced 
entire.  Now,  upon  the  principles  just  expounded,  this  amount 'of  price 
ought  to  furnish  ISO  quarters ;  and  if  only  80  quarters  are  required, 
cultivation  might  have  stopped  betwist  iVb«.  3  atid  4,  and  the  requisite 
supply  been  thus  furnished  to  the  people  at  268.,  or  at  most  at  288.  Our 
imaginary  statistics  are  of  course  not  to  be  twisted  into  real  statistics, 
but  to  be  taken  as  a  mere  illustration.  Facts  are  before  us,  however, 
which  show  that,  by  an  ample  and  proportionate  cultivation  of  the  best 
soils,  prices  might,  in  this  maimer,  be  reduced  at  least  6s.  and  7s.  per 
quarter ;  and  as  the  foreigner  can  in  no  case  undersell  us  by  more  than 
10s,,  we  think  we  are  not  wrong  in  our  estimate  of  the  effect  of  com- 
plete and  free  cultivation  in  this  country,  cultivation  such  as  British 
capital  might  give  our  soils,  when  we  state  that  it  would,  of  itself,  aL 
most  protect  our  agriculturist  from  competition.  It  was  long  a  favourite 
idea  of  Sir  Henry  Pamell's,  that,  by  means  of  internal  improvement,  we 
might  thus  get  wholly  quit  of  the  knotty  problem  of  the  Corn  Law;  and 
unquestionably  his  idea  was  right.  The  only  error  was,  in  conceiving  it 
possible  to  bring  about  these  improvements  by  mere  persuasive  means.* 

*  Sir  Henry  alludes  to  this  subject  in  a  note  to  his  Financial  Reform.     Wc  beg 
to  reprint  it  entire, 'as  his  authority  is  always  valuable  : — <<  When  (in  1813)  the 
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Having  thus  reci^ised  the  important  objects  which  are  so  clearly  at«- 
tainable  by  a  proper  and  enlightened  application  of  capital  to  agriculture^ 
the  inquiry  immediately  starts  up^  what  are  the  perceivable  causes  or 
impediments,  which,  amid  keen  and  restless  commercial  enterprise,  have 
produced  and  retained  this  signal  and  notorious  imperfection  in  our  cul- 
ture of  the  most  essential,  the  most  healthful,  and  most  naturally  pleasant 
all  arts,  A  wide  field  here  stretches  out,  and  we  shall  just  alight  upon 
a  few  of  its  more  prominent  points.  The  land,  in  the  first  place,  is  un* 
der  the  control  of  **  an  order"  too  little  distinguished  in  general,  except 
by  haughtiness,  ignorance,  and  an  extraordinary  ambition  to  become 
legislators.  The  privileged  situation  of  our  landowners  has  made  the 
most  of  them  ignorant  men ;  and  they  who  are  not  so,  have  been  bribed  by 
it  to  become  perverse.'  Our  Entail  Law  exerts  the  natural  influence  of 
inducing  the  incumbent  to  overlook  the  permanent  improvement  of  his 
estate  in  comparison  with  its  monetary  or  annual  return,  and  therefore 
to  act  towards  it,  during  his  whole  life,  after  the  exact  fashion  of  the 
vindictive  tenant  before  quitting  a  farm.  Entail  is  not  universal,  but 
prevalent  circumstances  give  the  general  tone ;  and  we  attribute  to  this 
pestiferous  regulation,  by  far  the  major  part  of  the  destructive  and  most 
blind  policy  we  are  now  to  unfold.*  It  has  of  late  been  the  object  of  the 
landlord,  not  so  much  to  secure  his  rent,  and  to  take  care  that  none  of 
his  rent  shall  pass  into  the  farmer's  pocket  in  the  shape  of  profits,  as  to 
devise  and  execute  means  for  the  draining  away  into  his  own  ravenous 
coffers  the  whole  capital  possessed  and  employed  by  his  tenantry.  Thou, 
sands  of  beggared  and  broken  families,  families  who  once  were  happy, 
and  who,  if  virtue  and  prudence,  and  honourable  industry,  did  in  our  fa- 
voured land  ensure  worldly  advantages,  ought  to  be  happy  still,  are  at 
the  present  moment  living  and  sorrowing  testimonies  of  the  maleficent 
success  which  has  waited  upon  these  endeavours.  If  the  object  in  view 
could  be  best  attained  by  the  granting  of  no  lease,  no  lease  was  granted ; 
but  if  a  lease  could  allure  well-feathered  capitalists  into  the  net,  the 
blood-sucker  saw  his  chance,  and  acted  upon  it  with  surpassing  ^ilfuL 
nets.  By  the  action  of  hypothec,  the  tenant  who  sits  under  a  lease,  is,  in 
nine  eases  out  of  ten,  reduced  to  complete  dependence  upon  the  honour 
and  moral  feelings  of  his  landlord.  The  full  operation  of  this  notable 
**  protection"  is  not  commonly  understood.    It  is  generally  looked  upon 


author  of  this  work  was  a  party  in  recommending  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  com,  he  was  so  with  the  design  of  ultimately  lowering  the  price  of  com. 
He  stated  at  that  time  his  objects  to  he,  first,  to  prevent  the  injury  which  would  arise 
from  peace  suddenly  opening  the  ports  to  foreign  com ;  and,  secondly,  to  promote 
neh  an  increased  application  of  capital  to  tillage  in  Ireland,  as  would  bring  out  the 
powers  of  that  country  to  supply  Great  Britain  with  so  large  a  quantity  of  com,  as 
would  make  the  prices  as  low  as  if  foreign  com  were  imported.  He  sees  no  reason 
for  believing  that  his  expectations  were  unreasonable,  for  he  is  convinced  that  if  the 
measures  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  of  a  commutation  of  tithes  had  been  passed, 
when  the  Com  Bill  of  1815  was  passed,  the  increase  of  tillage  in  Ireland,  in  conse- 
quence of  security  of  property  and  relief  from  tithes,  would,  before  this,  have  reduced 
the  price  of  com  to  what  it  would  be  if  the  ports  were  open  to  foreign  com.  But, 
in  amaeqiience  of  so  much  having  of  late  been  written  to  make  the  subjects  of  rents^ 
prices,  and  profits  better  understood,  he  is  now  fully  convinced  that  the  right  policy 
in  regard  to  com  is  a  perfectly  free  trade.** 
*  There  are  incidental  efiects  of  the  Entail  I^w  not  here  alluded  to.    We  shall 

allude  to  one the  continuance  of  tithet.    Having  virtually  disinherited  the  J^^^^ 

sons,  it  creates  a  moral  necessity  for  paternal  care  to  provide  for  them ;  and  what  bet- 
ter or  more  genteel  than  a  sinecure  Church  with  its  handsome  appanage  ? 
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as  a  mere  apology  for  cheating  the  commercial  trader  ;  and  cheat  him  it 
certainly  does^  as  well  as  every  capitalist  to  whom  the  unfortunate  far* 
mers  may  he  in  deht :  hut  its  worst  influence  is  upon  the  tenant  himself.* 
It  is  its  first  and  immediate  effect^  to  remove  the  amount  of  the  land, 
lord's  rent  from  heing  determined  hy  competition  amongst  honest  and 
responsible  men  :  it  allows  of  contracts  without  regular  security,  and,  of 
course,  upon  the  most  disadvantageous  terms  possible  to  the  contractor  ; 
and,  it  has  thus  uniformly  acted  in  keeping  rent  at  a  rack-amount,  and 
making  the  nominal  value  of  a  farm  the  very  highest  sum  which  it  could 
bring  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances.  The  market  being  so 
thoroughly  deranged,  no  lease  can  be  got  on  terms  making  the  least 
allowance  for  bad  crops,  and  the  other  thousand  casualties  to  which  agri- 
culture is  still  subject ;  and  the  tenant,  as  we  have  said,  is  thus  thrown 
at  once  upon  the  mercy  of  his  landlord. t  M^en  a  bad  year  occurs,  the 
nominal  rent  must  either  be  abated,  or  the  landlord  will  pocket  what  is 
not  rent,  but  a  portion  of  the  farmer's  capital.  True  economy  would 
doubtless  decide  without  hesitation  which  is  the  preferable  course.  The 
abatement  would  best  serve  the  permanent  interests  even  of  the  proprie- 
tor, for  it  would  guard  the  powers  of  the  cultivator  from  injury;  but,  as 
the  proprietor  seldom  or  never  looks  to  permanent  interests,  he  pro- 
ceeds relentlessly  with  his  murderous  exactions.  Thus  is  capital  effec- 
tually deterred  from  flowing  towards  agriculture ;  and  thus  has  the  great- 
er part  of  that  once  employed  in  it  been  violently  and  forcibly  torn 
away.  Will  it  be  believed  that  the  men,  who  have  been  the  prime  agents 
in  this  destructive  draining,  pretend  to  stand  out  before  the  country  as 
the  only  supporters  of  agriculture,  and  fill  the  whole  atmosphere  with 
frantic  imprecations  against  political  economy,  because,  as  they  say,  it 
hazards  the  safety  of  farming  capital  ?  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  fact 
is  even  so ;  and  what  is  stranger  still,  many  an  agriculturist  to  this  hour 
believes  them  his  friends !  Truth,  however,  is  spreading,  and  the  im- 
posture  will  soon  be  unveiled.  The  people  of  Great  Britain  will  not 
much  longer  be  abused  by  words;  and  it  is  fast  becoming  apparent  that  the 
''  protection'*  which  we  mainly  need,  is  protection  from  injustice  at  home. 
Were  capital  allowed  free  ingress  into  the  bosom  of  the  soil,  and  its 
safety,  while  there,  secured ;  were  the  agriculturist  efficiently  protected 
from  Almack's,  and  Crockford's,  and  Doncaster,  and  no  longer  obliged 
to  pay  from  his  own  funds  the  expenses  of  my  Lord  John's  contested 
election ;  we  should  indeed,  as  we  have  shown,  be  tolerably  independent 
of  the  foreign  grower,  and  our  countrymen  might  yet  eat  cheap  bread, 
raised  upon  their  own  dear  island.  When  the  legal  reforms  necessary 
to  permit  this  are  accomplished ;  and  the  farmer  can  exercise  his  calling 
in  that  perfect  security,  and  on  those  free  principles  which  are  the  neces. 
sary  substructure  of  all  enterprise,  he  may  indeed  care  little  in  the  mean. 

*  The  extent  of  territory,  so  to  speak,  over  which  the  landlord  contriyes  to  levy 
black-mail,  is  almost  amusing^.  By  the  Com  Law,  he  taxes  as  all  in  the  ^ross ;  by 
his  sinecures,  colonial  appointments,  &c,  he  does  the  same  things  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  budfret ;  by  the  Entail  Law,  he  defrauds  his  own  creditors ;  by  hypothec, 
he  taxes  in  the  first  place  every  trader  whom  the  farmer  can  take  in,  for  all  the  spoil 
goes  to  his  pocket ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  every  farmer,  by  the  rack-rent  which  he 
is  thus  enabled  to  exact !  Verily,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  galled  jade  should  have 
begun  to  wince  I 

•)-  If  Mr.  Gillon  wishes  to  be  a  just,  a  popular  legislator,  he  must  revise  his  no- 
tions about  hypothec.  One  of  these  months  we  shall  give  him  some  information  upon 
the  subject 


Political  Economy  for  Farmers.  197 

time  for  external  competition  ;  but  it  does  not  hence  follow  that  the  ports 
should  be  forcibly  shut^  or  that  high  protecting  duties  would  do  no  harm. 
The  farmer  must  not  only  be  put  into  a  situation  in  which  he  can  cultivate 
well^  and  do  the  country  justice^  but  he  must  also  be  put  into  a  situa. 
tion  to  ensure  the  country  that  he  will  cultivate  well.    Our  friends  must 
allow  us  to  remark^  that  there  is  still  a  certain  character  about  them  as 
a  body,  not  altogether  consistent  with  success  in  commerce.    Practical 
improvements  of  the  most  obvious  benefit,  (steam  thrashing.mills,  for 
instance,)  are  not  always  adopted  by  agriculturists  with  the  alacrity 
we  witness  in  the  case  of  an  improvement  in  manufacturing  machinery  ; 
and  there  is  inherent  in  the  cla$8  altogether,  a  sort  of  stiffness  and  immobili- 
ty which  at  present  is  no  slight  obstacle  to  their  due  consideration  of  new 
and  enlightened  ideas.    We  should  indeed  '^  stand  upon  the  ^Id  ways" 
in  matters  of  faith,  but  it  will  not  do  in  matters  of  commercial  enter- 
prise.    Vigour,  watchfulness,  alertness,  are  the  grand  characteristics  of 
a  well-formed  commercial  mind ;  and  whatever  may  be  urged  to  the 
contrary,  there  is  nothing  in  the  mere  pursuits  of  the  agriculturist  to 
make  his  psychology  a  necessary  exception  to  the  law.    Doubtless  the 
late  state  of  farming  has  been  most  dispiriting, — and  doubtless,  also,  a 
fuller  flow  of  capital  to  its  employments,  a  rise  in  the  rate  of  profits,  and 
the  substitution  of  briskness  for  uncertainty,  and  prosperity  for  threat- 
ening ruin,  could  accomplish  much  to  awaken  his  slumbering  energies  ; 
but  something  more  may  yet  be  done,  and  we  dare  not  neglect  any  aid. 
A  phenomenon  recently  occurred  in  the  commercial  world,  which  iUus. 
trates  precisely  what  we  mean.    Previous  to  Mr.  Huskisson's  acts,  our 
silk  manufacture  was  a  disgrace  to  us.    Old  machinery,  antiquated  plans, 
slovenliness,  contented  ignorance:    these  were  what  an  observer  saw 
when  he  inquired  into  its  state.    When  a  change  was  proposed  from  the 
prohibitive  policy  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  the  manufacturers  screamed  in 
agony,  and   demanded   100  per  cent.     Upon  the  footing  on  which  they 
went,  viz. — the  actual  condition  of  the  manufacturer,  they  were  rather 
too  low  than  too  high,  for  French  silks  would  have  beat  them  out  at 
almost  any  price ;  but  Mr.  Huskisson  looked  upon  the  matter  differently. 
He  made  up  his  estimate,  not  from  what  the  home  manufacturer  did, 
but  from  what  he  might  and  ought  to  do,  and  fixed  the  duty  at  30  per 
cent.     The  consequences  of  the  change  are  well  known.    Activity  sue. 
ceeded  to  sloth — energy  to  ignorance ;  and  we  can  now  rival  the  best 
French  fabrics.    Our  moral  is,  that  a  similar  policy  with  regard  to  the 
farmer  would  produce  an  effect  equally  salutary  upon  the  whole  frame 
of  his  mind.     Place  him  under  the  effect  of  an  adequate,  and  ever-im- 
pending  foreign  competition,  and  we  shall  soon  see  a  stir  after  improve- 
ment.    The  opportunity  is  ample  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  as, 
even  in  our  most  skilfuUy  cultivated  districts,  there  still  want  improve- 
ments of  vast  moment — improvements  principally  in  the  art  of  cleaning, 
without  fallow  or  unprofitable  crops, — all  of  which  are  just  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  Pole,  Russian,  or  any  poor  nation ;  and  which  might,  and  un- 
doubtedly would,  in  a  few  years,  enable  our  home  agriculture  to  sur- 
mount, in  the  most  triumphant  style,  any  apparently  bad  effects  conse- 
quent on  that  friable  reduction  of  price  which  would  follow  from  the  free 
admission  of  foreign  corn. 

If  the  important  subject  of  which  we  treat  were  thus  thoroughly 
looked  at,  and  examined  in  all  its  bearings,  how  salutary  would  be  the 
political  endeavours  of  the  agriculturist,  and  what  an  amount  of  terror 
would  be  saved  him  I     Distrust  in  the  energies  and  capabilities  of  a 
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country  like  this,  is  the  height  of  absurdity,  and  almost  a  traitorous 
cowardice.  With  monopolists,  however,  it  is  always  so, — ^the  mists 
which  congregate  around  them  are  never  dissipated  until  the  sun  has 
risen  high.  On  the  conclusion  of  our  paper  let  the  tenantry  of  ^the 
kingdom,  in  the  mean  time,  ponder  well.  The  foremost  practical  infer, 
ence  is,  that  they  must  instantly  dissolve  all  connexion  with  the  Conser- 
vatives, and  deliver  themselves  from  the  thraldom  of  men  who  are  their 
worst  enemies,  as  well  as  ours  ! 


THE  SPY  SYSTEM;  OR,  'TIS  THIRTEEN  YEARS  SINCE. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1820,  the  Whigs  and  Reformers  of  Edin- 
burgh,  after  a  long  period  of  gloom  and  depression  to  the  friends  of 
freedom,  took  advantage  of  the  favourable  crisis  which  followed  the 
trial  of  Queen  Caroline,  when  the  Ministry  of  Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth 
had  become  utterly  odious  and  detestable  to  the  nation,  to  hold  a  public 
fleeting,  at  which,  among  other  resolutions,  the  following  were  adopted: — 

<'  That  they  (the  ministry)  hare  for  many  years  persisted  in  a  course  of  most  im- 
provident,  and  wasteful  expense ;  and,  in  times  of  unexampled  distress,  have  obsti- 
nately rejected  every  proposition  for  eflfectiye  retrenchment  and  economy.** 

<<  That  they  have  struck  an  alarming  blow  at  the  morals  of  the  people ;  and  have 
invaded  the  private  security  of  every  class  of  subjects,  by  employing,  encouraging,  and 
protecting  an  unprecedent^  number  of  spies  and  infoimers  ;  who  are  proved  in  many 
cases  to  have  been  themselves  the  instigators  of  those  disorders  for  which  others  have 
been  exposed  to  prosecution  and  punishment" 

It  is  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  notice  the  other  resolutions.  An  Ad- 
dress and  Petition  to  his  Majesty,  praying  him  to  dismiss  his  Ministers, 
were  founded  upon  them ;  and  were  intrusted  to  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, Earl  Grey,  Lord  Holland,  and  Lord  Erskine.  Sir  James  Moncreiff 
was  president  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  resolutions  were  passed  ;  and 
among  the  gentlemen  who  moved  or  seconded  them,  were  Mr.  Jeffrey, 
now  the  Lord  Advocate,  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig,  and  all  the  leading 
Whigs  and  Reformers  of  the  time.  It  is  to  the  last  resolution,  passed 
only  a  few  months  after  the  execution  of  Hardie  and  Baird,  the  martyrs 
of  the  affair  of  Bonnymuir,  that  we  shall  have  occasion  to  advert. 

The  intrigues  and  diabolical  system  of  instigation  and  espionage,  to 
which  these  unfortunate  men  fell  victims,  might  form  suitable  passages  in 
the  history  of  the  Inquisition,  or  of  France,  while  governed  by  Mazarine 
or  Richelieu.  But  this  same  infamous  system  had  prevailed,  both  in  Eng. 
land  and  Scotland,  for  some*  years  before  these  deluded  individuals  be- 
came its  prey ;  and  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  a  little  work  which  has 
recently  appeared  in  Glasgow,*  which  enables  us  to  trace  its  birth,  and 
develop  its  working,  tiU  the  iniquity  was  consummated  in  blood,  and 
in  the  suspension  of  liberty.  The  first  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  Castles 
and  Olivers  that  figured  at  this  time,  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  was  Rich- 
mond, a  more  plausible  and  clever  knave  than  any  of  them,  and,  there- 
fore, just  so  much  the  more  dangerous.  This  man  had  been  bred  a 
weaver,  and  had  come  into  contact  with  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn, 
when  indicted  to  stand  his  trial  for  being  engaged  in  a  codibination  to 
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raise  wages.  They  advised  him  not  to  risk  a  trial ;  and  he  fled  and  was 
outlawed^  but  returned  to  Pollockshaws  in  great  poverty^  and  addressed 
his  former  counsel,  soliciting  pecuniary  aid.  Mr.  Jeffrey  was  moved  by 
his  condition,  and  was  kind  enough  to  interest  himself  in  behalf  of  the 
man.  He  wrote  to  Mr.  Ivirkman  Finlay,  and  Mr.  Henry  Monteith,  to 
see  what  could  best  be  done  to  assist  Richmond.  Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay 
appears  at  this  time  to  have  been  chokeful,  ready  to  burst,  with  a  mighty 
''  State  secret,''  intrusted  to  his  prudence  and  loyalty  by  Lord  Sidmouth. 
This  was  nothing  less  than  an  extensive  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the 
Government,  of  which  Glasgow  and  its  environs  was  the  principal  seat. 
Mr.  K.  Finlay  may  be  very  zealous  and  loyal,  and  he  might  also  be  of 
the  order  of  men  who  naturally  feel  disappointed  if  a  mighty  '^  State 
secret,"  intrusted  to  their  keeping  by  a  Lord  and  a  Secretary  of  State, 
were  found  to  be  all  humbug ;  and  if  it  were  discovered  to  be  a  mouse  of 
which  their  own  mountain  was  in  labour.  Of  the  plot  being  a  very  good 
plot,  he  never  seems  to  have  doubted ;  and,  at  his  need,  the  devil  sent  Rich- 
mond, a  man,  for  the  purpose  on  hand,  among  ten  thousand.  Their  first 
meeting,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Jeffrey's  introduction,  was  held  ostensibly 
to  arrange  the  entrance  of  Richmond  into  the  employment  of  Mr.  Owen  at 
New  Lanark.  It  led  to  a  most  confidential  communing.  Mr.  Finlay  .wa^i 
particularly  desirous  for  proofs  of  the  conspiracy,  and  Richmond  was  the 
very  person  to  obtain  them  for  him.  When  rogues  fall  out,  honest  men 
get  their  own,  saith  the  proverb.  In  a  few  years  after  this,  when  the 
rogues  did  fall  out,  Richmond,  in  a  curious  printed  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  asserts  that,  when  solicited  by  Mr.  Finlay  to  act  as  a  spy,  he 
wished  to  consult  his  benevolent  patrons,  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn ; 
and  he  adds — ^yet  who  can  believe  one  word  that  he  says,  for  which  there 
is  not  other  proof— that  to  this  proposition  Mr.  Finlay  decidedly  ob- 
jected, as  was  to  be  foreseen  ;  they  were,  he  allowed,  both  honourable 
men,  but  not  the  sort  of  persons  to  be  intrusted  with  Lord  Sidmputh's 
Important  State  Secret,  confided  to  Mr.  Richmond  on  a  few  hours' 
acquaintance.  These  high  contracting  powers,  Finlay  and  Richmond, 
appear  to  have  first  met  about  the  10th  of  December,  1816.  On  the  2Sd 
of  that  month  Richmond  had  so  well  acquitted  himself,  by  bringing  in- 
telligence, that  he  states,  that  his  employer,  Mr.  Finlay,  who  had  made 
him  vague  offers  of  reward,  was  now  "  authorixed  by  Govern\nent  to  offer 
me  a  respectable  permanent  situation,  if  I  would  lend  my  assistance  to 
suppress  the  conspiracy."  The  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  Mr.  Richmond, 
prompted  by  that  of  Mr.  Finlay,  could  no  longer  refuse  the  wished-for 
aid ;  but  to  detect  a  plot,  or  suppress  a  conspiracy,  it  is  necessary  that 
one  should  first  exist ;  and  this,  an  article  at  that  time  of  the  first  ne- 
cessity to  the  Government,  Richmond  set  himself  to  hatch  with  all  dili- 
gence.* Subsequently  a  plot  was  really  formed ;  but  when  the  wretched 
and  infamous  affair  was  developed  and  traced,  the  ingenuity  of  the  whole 
posse  of  Scottish  Crown  lawyers,  sheriffs,  and  the  myrmidons  never  behind 
in  such  cases,  failed  to  obtain  a  vestige  of  proof  of  any  oath,  bond,  or  asso« 
ciation,  existing  prior  to  the  middle  of  December,  that  is,  a  few  days  after 
Richmond's  first  interview  with  Mr.  Finlay.  The  whole  object,  as  their 
rascal  spy  acutely  stated,  after  they  dismissed  him,  was  to  get  up  an  alarm 
**  to  quadi  the  demand  for  Reform,  then  so  generally  made."  And  this 
is  tme,  if  a  worse  than  Richmond  had  said  it.  Besides  Finlay,  who  must 
be  presumed  to  have  acted  gratuitously,  and  from  pure  patriotism,  in  this 
very  dirty  affair,  and  whom  we  are  rather  inclined  to  class  among  those 
shallow  persons  whMe  understandings   infallibly  miscarry  under  the 
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burden  of  "  a  great  State  secret/'  than  a  designing  man>  or  one  capaUe 
of  mixings  with  his  eyes  open^  in  the  base  treachery  and  utter  iiifamy  of 
his  creature  Richmond^  there  was  a  third  party>  a  Mr.  Reddie^  advocate 
and  town  derk^  in  whose  house,  to  avoid  suspicion^  nocturnal  meetings 
were  held^  at  which  the  spy  reported  his  villanous  progress.  That  Rich- 
mond^ a  clever  fellow^  should  have  deceived  a  man  like  Finlay^  whose  con. 
duct  invited  deception^  and  who  was  already  mystified  by  the  possession 
of  '^  a  great  State  secret"  is  not  wonderful;  but  how  came  the  quick,  acute^ 
professional  man  to  be  so  misled  ? — Lawyers  are  proverbial  for  suspicion 
as  well  as  shrewdness.  How  came  Mr.  Reddie  to  be  deceived  by  his  own 
decoy-duck  ?  or  was  credulity  a  convenient  virtue  of  the  season^  and  par. 
ticularly  acceptable  at  head-quarters^  where  the  premium  upon  a  good 
plausible  plot,  something  to  scare  out  of  their  wits  all  possessors  of 
houses,  lands,  pensions,  annuities,  and  a  something  in  the  funds,  was  rising 
every  fresh  maU  ? 

And  now  mark  the  steps  by  which  a  Sidmouth-spy  proceeds  ;  for  we 
think  Sidmouth  is  as  much  entitled  to  the  honour  of  the  name,  in 
all  future  time,  as  any  discoverer  or  navigator  is  to  have  an  island  or 
cape  named  after  him.  There  was  then  living  in  the  Calton  of  Glas- 
gow,  an  intelligent  weaver,  named  William  M'Kimmie,  known  to  Rich- 
mond as  a  keen  reformer,  and  one  possessed  of  some  influence  in  his 
own  neighbourhood.  To  this  man  the  villain  spy  talked  in  glowing 
terms  of  the  state  of  feeling  throughout  England ;  where  the  people,  in- 
dignant  at  the  Parliament  scouting  their  petitions,  were  arming  them- 
selves, and  organizing  to  overturn  the  Government.  This  information 
he  affirmed  that  he  had  from  private  but  sure  sources.  He  urged  the 
propriety  of  following  the  same  course  in  Glasgow,  and  that  every  man 
entertaining  his  views  should  take  an  oath  to  unit«  in  forcing  a  complete 
reform  in  the  representation.  The  law  of  1833  was,  it  appears,  the  trea- 
son or  sedition  of  "  thirteen  years  since."  We  should  not  have  wondered 
if  William  M^Kimmie  had  yielded  to  these  traitorous  solicitations ;  nor, 
all  things  considered,  should  we  greatly  have  condemned  any  thing  save 
liis  imprudence  ;  but  without  at  that  time  distrusting  the  spy,  he  fortunate, 
ly  rejected  his  counsels.  The  social  Burker  found  more  credulous  vic- 
tims. To  M'Kimmie  he  had  boasted  of  having  plenty  of  funds  to  defray 
all  expenses,  and  he  found  creatures,  whom  he  only  half  trusted,  fitted 
for  his  purposes  of  deluding  and  betraying  better  men.  We  shall  quote 
from  the  narrative  of  this  humble  friend  of  Mr.  K.  Finlay,  and  chosen 
depositary  of  "  a  great  state  secret."  Some  of  the  persons  whom  he  in- 
fluenced, upon  New  Year's  night,  1817,  and  about  a  fortnight  after  he 
had  obtained  the  confidence  of  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Reddie,  mustered  a 
meeting  of  a  dozen  or  more  weavers  in  a  public  house.  The  master  spy  did 
sot  himself  appear.  It  unfolds  some  curious  recesses  of  the  human  heart  to 
see  how  this  wretch  speaks  of  his  own  conduct  throughout  these  transac- 
tions. There  is  not  a  doubt  that  he  conceives  himself  a  very  ill-used 
man,  and  one,  in  moral  rectitude,  far  superior  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  Mr. 
Maconnochie,  then  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  other  high  function- 
aries, and  most  honourable  and  excellent  persons.  We  leave  posterity  to 
strike  the  balance  between  them.  "  My  proceedings,"  he  says,  ^'  required 
to  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  caution.  I  plyed  M'Lauchlane  (a  weaver 
he  had  corrupted)  who  had  already  committed  himself  to  me.  I  gave 
him  small  sums  of  money  to  relieve  his  necessities,  (from  funds  furnished 
we  may  conjecture  how,)  but  regulated  so  as  not  to  excite  suspicion."  So 
far  this  had  the  effect.  The  ruffian  evidently  takes  pride  in  his  gift  of  prac 
tice,  while  still  so  young  in  office.    To  ajnan  who  attended  this  meeting, 
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And  who  took  the  chair  as  they  called  it^  Richmond  had  previously  fur^- 
nished  a  treasonable  oath^  which  was  to  be  administered  to  all  present. 
This  chairman  was  also  suspected  of  being-  one  of  his  emissaries.  Even 
among  those  deluded  victims  there  were  misgivings  and  marks  of  good 
sense.  One  man  said^  before  taking  the  oath,  he  wished  first  to  consult 
his  minister ;  another  wished  a  week  for  consideration  ;  and  the  person  in 
whose  house  they  met  refused  absolutely  to  take  the  oath.  But  while 
these  persons  retired  to  consult,  the  oath  was  agreed  to  by  the  rest ;  and 
the  man  who  had  filled  the  chair,  suspected  to  be  Richmond's  emissary, 
immediately  set  off  with  the  original  document,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  oath. 
Mr.  Finlay,  according  to  the  printed  statement  of  his  subaltern,  Richmond, 
had  "  expressed  great  anxiety  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  oath  in  writing,  and 
ene  was  procured  for  him."  "  This,"  again,  says  this  base  creature, "  was 
the  identical  document  that  made  such  a  noise  in  the  House  of  Commons." 
8uch  is  the  history  of  what  is  called,  a  great  state  secret.  On  the  evi. 
dence  thus  forged  by  villany,  and  an  oath  administered  to  a  set  of 
deluded,  and  probably half-drunk  men  in  a  public.house,upon  a  New  Year's 
Bight,  the  wished-for  alarm  was  raised,  and  the  liberties  of  the  country 
were  suspended.  In  one  part  of  his  narrative,  Richmond,  who,  before  the 
game  was  up,  became  acquainted  with  many  great  folks,  reports  a  con- 
versation he  held  with  the  late  Solicitor.General  for  Scotland,  in  which 
that  Crown  functionary  "  frankly  admitted  many  of  the  errors  committed 
by  Government ;  one  of  which  was,  that  so  far  as  it  concerned  Scotland, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  suspension  bill,  in  1817."  Mr.  ifohn  Hope 
was  but  young  in  office,  we  conclude,  when  he  made  this  admission. — The 
pht  now  worked  to  a  marvel.     Richmond  narrates,  that, 

^The  Magistrates  of  Olasgow  were  not  in  the  secret^  depending  wholly  upon 
tteMrflL  Finlay  and  Reddte,  who  assured  them  they  were  in  correspondence  with  a 
person*  who  would  apprise  them  when  any  seriout  danger  approached.  This  assur- 
ance^ however,  was  not  always  sufficient  to  «Uay  their  apprehension.  The  Lord 
ProToet  (Black)  was  so  much  alarmed,  that  he  would  not  sleep  in  his  own  house  for 
several  ni^hts^  although  assured  by  his  friends  he  was  in  perfect  safety.  On  one  occa- 
sion I  wa^  waited  for  at  eleven  o*ciock  at  night ;  as  he  would  not  ventare  to  his  bed 
until  Mr^  Finiay  actually  saw  the  person,  in  consequence  of  some  rumours  he  had 
heard  during  the  day.  These  rumours  were  purposely  set  afloat  to  deceive  the 
Magisiraies,  I  had  scarcely  a  friend  or  acquaintance,  whose  political  opinions  were 
known  to  be  liberal,  that  was  not  denounced,  and  whose  real  character  I  had  not  to 
explain  and  defend.  //  w€u  not  the  least  curious  part  of  this  solemn  farce,  that  my 
own  proeeedings  were  traced  and  reported  upon,  and  I  was  frequently  treated,  on 
an  evening,  with  a  portrait  of  my  character,  that  rendered  it  difficult  for  me  to  dis- 
cover my  identity.  Yet  upon  no  better  authority,  representations  of  the  state  of  the 
provinces  are  frequently  made,  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State — ^put  into  a  green 
bag,  and  gravely  submitted  to  the  Committees  of  Parliament,  who  legislate  upon 
them,  never  for  a  moment  doubting  the  possibility  of  the  inaccuracy  of  a  report  made 
by  the  resident  Magistracy,  unmindful  of  the  axiom  applied  to  philosophers  by  the  inge- 
nious author  of  Lacon,  that  Magistrates,  like  travellers,  are  often  better  informed  as 
to  what  is  going  on  abroad  than  at  home.** 

Very  good  and  apt  this,  from  Mr.  Richmond.  This  man,  from  some 
relenting  of  nature,  or  stirring  of  remorse,  stipulated  for  impunity,  to 
such  individuals  as  he  should  point  ont ;  and  that  no  one  should  be  ar- 
rested as  accessary  to  the  plot  till  he  consented.  But  Messrs.  Finlay  and 
Reddie  had  less  patience.  The  conspiracy  was  now  ripe  enough  for  Lord 
Sidmouth's  purpose,  whose  peremptory  orders  Mr.  Finlay  pleaded  to  allay 
the  wrath  of  his  spy  at  the  breach  of  compact.  A  treasonable  address, 
emanating  from  the  same  foul  source,  had  been  posted  up  in  Glasgow  and 
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the  neighbouring  places^  by  the  spy^his  emissaries  and  dupes;  and  about  thir. 
ty  men  were  apprehended^  in  the  way  best  calculated  to  produce  the  most 
alarm;  and  on  the  18th  February,  the  report  of  a  Secret  Committee  pa  the 
general  plan  of  insurrection,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  which  was  notified  in  the  House  of  Peers  upon  the  Slst. 
To  corroborate  this  report,  intelligence  arrived  on  the  26th  of  the  arrests 
in  Glasgow.  The  Lord  Advocate  (Maconochie)  had  all  this  while  been 
in  constant  communication  with  Finlay  and  Reddie.  It  was  through  him 
the  offer  of  *'  a  respectable  situation"  had  been  made  to  Richmond.  *'  It 
had,"  says  this  worthy,  *'  been  agreed  in  the  Secret  Committee^  that, 

^  The  Oath  or  obligation  of  the  confederacy  at  Glasgow,  should  not  be  made  pub- 
lic. Btit  the  Ministry  being  pressed  in  the  debate  to  show  more  substantial  proof 
of  tbe  disaffection  which  they  asserted  existed  in  the  country,  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland  (Maconochie)  rose  in  bis  place,  and,  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  read  the 
document  (the  oath)  formerly  transcribed,  which  produced  a  strong  sensation  in  the 
Hottse.  This  was  a  proof  positive  that  could  not  be  resisted,  particularly  when  he 
added  that  there  teere  mang  of  tfie  higher  orders  of  society  engaged  in  the  conspi- 
racy,  and  thai  it  consisted  of  many  thousands  I  The  unbelieving  members  were 
silenced,  and  were  afraid  to  show  a  scepticism  which  might  call  forth  something 
still  more  horrifying,  and  on  the  28th  the  Bill  passed  the  House  without  further 
inquiry  /" 

This  was  even  quicker  work  than  the  present  I  rish  bill.  Mr.  Home  Drum- 
mond,  then  a  depute- advocate,  came  to  Glasgow  to  assist  in  the  judicial 
examinations  ;  and  according  to  the  account  given  in  the  narrative^  and 
what  transpired  afterwards  on  the  trial  of  Andrew  Mackinlay,  the  thrice, 
indicted  man,  he  tampered  with,  or  actually  suborned  John  Campbell,  an 
important  witness.  Richmond  states,  that  finding  Campbell  inflexibly 
honest,  the  officials  of  the  West  besought  him  to  influence  the  man  whom 
neither  threats  of  being  brought  to  trial,  nor  promises  of  reward^  could 
make  swerve  from  the  line  of  rectitude.  Two  of  the  prisoners,  Edgar, 
a  schoolmaster,  and  Keith,  a  cotton-spinner,  were  indicted  for  high  trea. 
son;  the  Crown  Lawyers^  relying  upon  the  witness  Campbell,  whom 
they  imagined  they  had  at  last  secured,  and  hoping,  perhaps,  that  it 
might  be  as  easy  to  gull  an  Edinburgh  Jury  with  the  "  Conspiracy" 
as  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  treason  specified  was  that  commit- 
ted on  the  New  Year's  night  already  mentioned.  The  ^Vliig  Lawyers 
mustered  in  full  force  to  protect  these  men,  and,  through  them,  the 
cause  of  public  justice  ;  and  the  result  was,  that  the  Government  en- 
gines were  upset.  The  Crown  Lawyers,  finding  witnesses^  and  juries 
not  quite  so  subservient  as  in  the  days  of  Braxfield,  or  while  Henry 
Dundas  was  in  his  pride,  abandoned  the  case  against  these  men^  and  took 
up  another  to  sustain  yet  more  signal  defeat.  This  was  that  of  Andrew 
Mackinlay,  three  times  indicted  for  the  same  alleged  offence.  While  this 
was  in  progress,  the  villany  practised  in  Glasgow  transpired ;  and  when 
in  June  a  bill  from  the  Lords  was  introduced  into  the  Commons  for  con- 
tinuing  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  Lord  Archibald  Hamil. 
ton  openly  denounced  the  spy  system  ;  and  even  Mr.  Finlay  expressed  his 
disappointment,  at  the  first  and  second  indictments  not  holding,  and  his 
disgust  at  the  same  man  being  three  times  indicted  for  the  same  offence. 
When  the  Bill  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  Constitution  was 
passed  in  the  House  of  Peers,  Earl  Grey  said,  that  in  Glasgow,  one  seat  of 
the  alleged  conspiracy,  men  were  arrested  on  a  charge  of  swearing  unlaw . 
ful  oaths,  which  oaths,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  were  administered  by 
spies  and  informers.  Many  will  still  bear  in  recollection  the  breaking 
down  of  the  third  attempt  against  Mackinlay,  and  the  coup  de  theatre 
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in  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Edinhurgh.  The  Crown  Lawyers  re^ 
lied  upon  the  suborned  witness  Campbell^  whom  they  had  kept  snugly 
locked  up  in  Edinburgh  Castle^  refusing  to  allow  the  prisoner's  counsel 
to  have  any  access  to  him  till  he  should  be  brought  forward  to  establish 
the  Lord  Advocate's  twice  bungled  charges.  It  was  too  bad  of  Mr. 
Jeffrey,  knowing  all  that  he  knew,  to  object  to  this  witness.  It  was  the 
cat  playing  with  the  mouse.  The  Court,  as  was  to  have  been  expected, 
overruled  his  objections ;  the  Lord  Advocate  and  his  deputy,  no  doubt, 
flKdianged  glaaecs  of  eciBgntiilation ;  the  witness  was  allowed  to  appear  ; 
and,  oh  !  for  the  pencil  of  Cntiefeibaiiky  to  delineate  the  looks  which  fol. 
lowed  his  deliberate  reply  to  one  among  the  first  questions  put  to  him : — 

''  Have  you  received  any  reward,  or  promise  of  reward,  for  beuag  e 
witness  and  giving  evidence  in  this  case  ?"    "  I  have." 

A  very  pretty  disclosure  followed,  and  the  case  was  at  once  virtually 
abandoned  ;  the  Lord  Advocate,  in  despair  of  a  verdict,  declining  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Court.  Richmond,  who  was  in  Edinburgh  aU 
this  time,  lending  his  secret  aid  to  the  Crown  Lawyers,  says,  when  he 
called  upon  them  next  day,  they  appeared  like  chagrin  and  mortification 
personified ;  the  statement  of  Campbell  utterly  astounded  them,— came 
upon  them  like  their  death.knell.  Mr.  Home  Drummond  attributed 
their  failure  to  want  of  management.  "  Had  the  case  depended  on  the 
late  Lord  Melville,  he  would  not  have  drawn  a  trigger  till  sure  to  kill." 
When  we  say  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner's  counsel  was  '^  too  bad,"  it 
should  be  known  that  Campbell  had  contrived  to  apprize  Mackinlay  of 
the  attempts  made  upon  his  integrity,  by  a  detailed  statement,  concealed 
in  a  roll  of  tobacco,  which  he  managed  to  send  to  the  prisoner  as  a  pre- 
sent, and  that  they  stood  pzepared  for  the  catastrophe.  We  do  not 
think  the  statements  of  «  spy  of  much  more  value  than  those  of  the 
greater  men  who  employ  so  vile  an  instrument  to  ensnare  the  unwaiy, 
or  beguile  the  innocent ;  yet  the  subsequent  executions  at  Derby,  of  the 
Bonnymuir  victims,  and  of  others  as  clearly  entrapped,  bear  Richmond 
out  in  his  subsequent  affirmations.  '<  As  I  had  frequent  opportunities," 
he  says, 

«  Of  unretervedly  hearing  the  wntimflnte  of  the.  Crown  Lawyers  during  the  pro- 
gTBH  of  the  trial,  I  will  state  the  impression  produced  upon  my  mind,  as  to  the  origi- 
nal intention  of  the  measures  pursued.  Had  they,  in  the  first  instance,  succeeded 
in  establishing  the  administration  of  the  oath,  of  whifch  they  entertained  no  doubt, 
TWO  OR  THREE  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  SENTENCED  TO  CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT,  and  A  NUMBER  MORE  to  TRANSPORTATION ;  and  had 
the  circumstances  which  I  have  related  not  intervened,  I  HAVE  NO  HESITATION 
IN  SAYING,  THAT  THEIR  SENTENCES  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  CARRIED 
INTO  EXECUTION ! !  - 

Mr.  Finlay,  and  the  others  concerned  in  this  affair,  found  it  much 
easier  to  engage  Richmond  to  act  as  a  spy   than  to  satisfy  his  cupi- 
dity.    1  hey  wished  him,  above  all  things,  out  of  the  country  ;  they 
wished  to  ship  him  off  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  Oliver  the  spy 
is  said  to  be  settled;  but  he  stuck  in  their  skirts  like  a  bur.     His  ex. 
pectations  had  been  highly  raised ;  and  it  was  not  for  counters  he  had  sold 
himself  to  the  devil,  though  an  attempt  was  made  to  pay  him  in  this  kind 
of  coin.    This  poor  weaver  began  to  talk  quite  contemptuously  "  of  a  few 
hundreds"  from  the  men  whom  he  felt  in  his  power. — In  the  extract  we 
next  give,  we  know  not  whether  most  to  admire  the  promptitude  and 
address  of  the  detectors  of  the  spy  system,  or  the  nice  chain  of  circum- 
stances by  which  it  was  traced.     Richmond  h^d  been  suspected  in  Glas- 
trow  from  the  time  of  the  general  arrests ;  and  his  connexion  with  Finlay 
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and  Reddie  had  been  ascertained,  though  only  circumstantial  proof  could 
be  got  of  the  nature  of  it.  Having  wearied  out  the  Crown  Lawyers  in 
Edinburgh,  Richmond  left  that  city  for  Glasgow  to  have  his  claims  settled 
by  his  original  employers.    According  to  the  exposition  of  his  exploits^ 

*<  In  the  course  of  the  evening  of  his  arrival,  he  sallied  oat,  in  compaiiy  ^th  a  per* 
son  of  the  name  of  White,  a  warper  in  this  city,  in  quest  of  some  bookseller's  shop, 
in  which  he  could  procure  a  receipt  Wamp,  Mr.  Reddie  having,  we  suppose,  previously 
told  him,  that  the  money  was  then  ready,  if  a  proper  receipt  was  g^nted  for  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  entered  the  shop  of  Mr.  James  Duncan,  bookseller,  at  the  head  of  the 
Saltmarket,  a  highly  respectable  gentleman,  who  has  retired  from  busiBess,  and  now 
resides  on  his  estate  of  Mosesfield,  near  Glasgow,  and  to  whom  we  confidently  appeal 
in  proof  of  onr  statement,  if  necessary — and  then,  and  there,  they  asked  for  a  TEN 
SHILLING  receipt  stamp.  Mr.  Duncan  told  them  that  he  had  no  stamp  of  that 
description — and  away  they  went  In  a  moment  afterwards,  a  neighbour  of  Mr. 
Duncan  came  into  his  shop,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  customers  who  had  just 
left  it.  <  No,*  says  Mr.  Duncan,  *  I  do  not.*  <  Well,'  says  his  neighbour,  '  one 
of  them  is  Richmond,  the  spy.'  Mr.  Duncan,  thanks  to  his  vigilance  and  activity, 
sprans:  from  his  seat ;  and,  recollecting  that  he  had  directed  the  parties  to  go  to  the 
shop  of  Messrs.  Draah  and  Reid,  booksellers  in  Trongate,  where  it  was  likely  they 
would  get  the  article  they  wanted,  instantly  proceeded  in  quest  of  them,  to  dog  them, 
or  watch  them,  if  possible,  to  their  rendezvous.  He  found  them  at  the  door  of  Brash 
and  Reid.  He  then  ran  up  as  fast  as  he  could  to  the  Chronicle  office,  almost  adjoin* 
ing ;  and  after  telling  the  circumstance  which  had  just  occurred,  Mr.  Robert  Mac- 
dougal,  then  in  the  Chronicle  office,  and  latterly  in  the  Scoitman  office  at  Edinburgh^ 
but  recently  dead,  at  once  agreed  to  accompany  Mr.  Duncan  in  further  quest  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Richmond.  They  found  him  and  White  just  leaTing  the  shop  of  Bnsh 
and  Reid,  where  the  worthies  had  made  their  purchase.  But  here  we  must  be  a  little 
more  particular;  because,  on  this  part  of  the  narrative,  we  desire  to  pledge  the  perfect 
truth  and  veracity  of  the  whole  of  our  statement.  We  here  purposely  throw  ourselves 
open  to  the  strong,  the  immutable  tests  of  truth.  We  scorn  to  say  anything  not  rest- 
ing on  that  foundation.  We,  therefore,  boldly,  but  respectfnUy,  invite — nay,  we 
hereby  challenge  the  parties  themselves  more  immediately  concerned,  to  come  forward 
and  denyy  if  they  can,  any  of  the  minute  facts  we  are  now  going  to  record  against 
them. 

"  Brash  and  Reid  could  not  give  Richmond  a  ten^hilling  receipt  entire  ;  but  they 
said  they  could  give  him  two  five-shilling  receipt  stamps  connected  together,  which, 
in  the  eye  of  law,  serves  the  purpose  re<iuired  equally  well.  Richmond  was  satisfied 
with  this  explanation.  He  took  the  stamps,  and  paid  the  money  for  them.  Little 
did  he  think  he  was  watched  in  the  admirable  way  he  was.  At  that  time  only  vague 
eutpicions  were  entertained  of  his  connexion  with  the  local  authorities.  True,  the 
great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of  Glasgow  believed  him  to  be  a  Government  spy.  But 
still  some  tangible  proqf  of  the  fact  was  awanting  to  bring  it  home  to  the  conviction 
of  every  unprejudiced  person. 

«  To  James  Duncan  of  Mosesfield,  and  Robert  Macdougal,late  of  the  Glasgow  Ckroni' 
cle  office,  be  ascribed  all  the  honour  of  this  noble,  or,  as  some  may  be  apt  to  term  it, 
this  ignoble  discovery;  for  Richmond,  it  will  be  kept  in  view,  did  not  publish  his 
narrative  till  1826, /our  years  afterwards^  and  every  body  else  was  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject On  the  evening  of  that  same  0th  of  February,  1821,  they  followed  Richmond, 
from  lane  to  lane,  and  from  street  to  street,  thinking  that  he  would  at  last  land  in 
some  low,  obscure  habiUtion,  worthy  of  his  character.  But  to  their  amazement  he 
halted  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Reddie,  described,  in  Uiter  days,  as  the  l^rd  Chancellor  of 
Glasgow,  and,  lo,  Richmond  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  interior  I  This  was 
proof  positive-^ 

•  Strong  as  Holy  Writ' 

But  it  did  not  rest  here.  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Macdougsl  had  watched  for  nearly 
two  hourSf  directly  opposite  Mr.  Reddie's  door,  expecting  every  moment  that  Rich- 
mond would  make  his  exit,  but  as  he  did  not  make  his  appearance,  their  patience 
began  to  be  exhausted ;  and  Macdougal  fell  upon  the  expedient  of  going  boldly  forward 
to  Mr.  Reddie*s  door,  and  put  the  blunt  question  to  his  servant  who  opened  it,  <  Is  Mr. 
Richmond  here?'  «  Mr.Richmond  !'  says  the  servant,  <  there  is  no  gentleman  of  that 
name  hei-e.'  <  Yes,'  says  Macdougal,  « there  is,  though ;  he  came  here  about  two 
hours  ago,  and  I  am  waiting  to  see  him.'  «  Very  well,'  says  the  ser\ant,  <  stop  a 
little,  and  I  shall  inquire.'      Away  goes  the  servant  to  Mr.  Reddie's  sanctum  sancto^ 


»  nr^' 


Tis  Thirteen  Years  Since,  205 

ipum_<  There  is  a  geutleman,  Sir,  at  the  door  wanting  Mr.  Richmond.*  Up  starts 
Mr.  Reddle  :  he  hurries  down  stairs  to  the  hall-door,  snying,  as  he  approached  Mac* 
dougal,  <  Mr.  Richmond  I  Mr.  Richmond  !  Who  is  here  that  wanU  Mr.  Richmond  ?' 
'  I  want  him  Tery  particularly,'  says  Macdougal :  <  I  am  one  of  his  friends  from 
Edinburgh.*  <  O,  very  well,'  says  Mr.  Reddie^  <  I  will  send  him  down  to  you  in  a 
minute ;'  and  down  Richmond  came,  muttering  the  words  on  the  staircase,  *■  Who 
can  be  wanting  me  here  ?*  Macdougal  manag^  this  ticklish  part  of  the  scene  with 
admirable  adroitness.  <  Mr.  Richmond,'  says  he,  <  I  am  sorry  to  disturb  you  ;  but 
a  friend  of  yours  is  very  anxious  to  see  you  in  the  Globe  tavern,  Saltmarket  (a  haunt 
of  Richmond's  in  former  days;)  his  name  (continues  Maodougsd,  with  great  gravity) 
has  stupidly  gone  out  of  my  head  just  now ;  but  if  you  will  be  so  good,  Mr.  Rich« 
mond,  as  repeat  the  name  of  one  or  two  of  your  acquaintances,  I  shall  at  once  be  able 
■to  recollect  it.'  <  Is  it  White  ?'  says  Richmond.  <  No,*  says  Macdougal,  <  that  is 
not  it.'  ( Is  it  Brown  V  says  Richmond.  <  Ay,*  says  Macdougal,  <  that  is  the 
▼ery  man.'  (Brown,  be  it  known,  was  a  noted  thief-catcher  in  Edinburgh,  who  came 
west  with  Richmond,  probably  to  share  the  spoiL)  <  Tell  him,'  says  Richmond,  <  I 
will  be  down  in  a  little.*  <  Very  well,*  says  Macdougal ;  '  good  evening  to  yoU| 
Mr.  Richmond.* 

^  Thus  the  identity  of  Richmond, — ^the  tracing  him  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Reddle, 
where,  as  Richmond  explicitly  acknowledges,  he  used  to  meet  with  Mr.  Kirkman 
Pinlay,  &c.  '  to  avoid  suspicion,* — the  purchasing  the  ten-shilling  receipt  stamp,., 
the  direct  personal  encounter  between  Mr.  Reddle,  Mr.  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Macdou* 
gal,  in  the  way  we  have  just  described,  are  all,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  facts  and 
circumstances  from  which  the  public  may  well  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

<^  We  at  once  readily  admit  that  we  have  no  ripht  whatever  to  ask  the  First  Toivn 
Clerk  of  Glasgow  to  explain  why  he  was  closeted  for  a  couple  of  hours  with  a  Go- 
▼emment  spy,  receiving  the  wages  of  iniquity  from  his  own  hands,  on  an  evening  in 
the  month  of  February,  1821 ;  far  less  have  we  any  right  to  ask  that  learned  gentle- 
man to  explain  the  precise  nature  of  the  business  he  transacted  with  such  a  character 
either  on  that  or  any  other  occasion.  We  concede  these  points  most  willingly  to  the 
other  side,  whose  conduct  we  are  now  presuming,  some  say  most  voiekedly  presuming, 
to  investigate.  But  this  we  say,  in  the  spirit  of  perfisct  meekness,  that,  so  long  as 
these  statements  are  not  deniedr—«o  long  as  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Reddie^  &c.  do  not, 
or  cannot^  deny  all  connexion  with  Alexander  Richmond,  we  simply  claim  a  right  to 
ask  the  public  to  attach  such  credence  to  our  statements  as  they  (the  public)  may 

think  proper  to  bestow. 

•  •  •  •  '        • 

<<  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state^  that  in  the  course  of  the  latter  part  of  that  memor- 
able evening,  the  9th  of  February,  1821,  Messrs.  Richmond  and  Reddie  came  to  be 
satisfted  that  the  person  who  had  called  at  Mr.  Reddle's  house,  but  whom  they  did 
not  know  by  name  or  designation,  was  indeed  a  spy  upon  them.  And  mark  the  cun- 
ning plan  that  was  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  of  eluding  the 
direct  evidence  they  now  felt  could  be  brought  into  play  against  them.  Early  next 
day,  a  young  gentleman  connected  with  the  City  Chambers,  and  now  better  known 
as  Mr.  Angus  Turner,  Deputy  Town  Clerk,  though,  we  protest,  we  have  no  positive 
evidence  of  his  identity  on  this  occasion,  was  understood  to  have  called  at  the  shop  of 
Brash  and  Reid,  requesting  them  to  take  back  the  receipt  stamp  purchased  by  the 
gentleman  the  evening  before,  as  it  was  not  wanted  !  Till  we  are  told,  by  a  written 
declaration  under  the  hand  of  Mr.  Reddie  himself,  that  no  other  stamp  ivas  used  or 
procured — a  thing,  our  readers  will  at  once  perceive  that  could  very  easily  have  been 
managed  either  at  the  Stamp-office,  or  any  of  the  other  booksellers*  shops  in  town, 
who  sell  stamps, — till  we  are  told  that  no  stamped  receipt  whatever  was  granted  by 
Richmond  to  Mr.  Reddie,  directly  or  indirectly,  we  shall  cling  to  the  belief  that 
Richmond's  original  object  in  purchasing  the  stamp  was  carried  into  eflfect.  For 
why  would  he  have  purchased  a  stamp  at  all,  if  not  with  the  view  of  immediately 
using  it  P 

^  Now,  our  readers  will  understand,  that  a  ten-shilling  receipt  stamp  is  the  highest 
stamp  of  that  description  in  existence.  It  carries  One  Thousand  Pounds^  and  all 
above.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  key  to  enable  us  to  discover  the  sum  which  Richmond 
at  least  received.  He  mSver  tells  what  it  actually  was.  He  does  not  even  attempt 
to  explain  the  facts  we  have  now  brought  out,  connected  with  the  stamp  receipt.  But 
since  thnt  stamp  receipt  was  purchased  for  a  sum  not  less  than  One  Thousand  Pounds, 
the  inference  seems  quite  irresistible,  that  Richmond  knew  he  was  going  to  get  upwards 
of  a  thousand  pounds,  though  he  only  describes  it,  four  years  afterwards,  as  Skfew  hun^ 
dred$.    And  thus  we  present  the  public  with  a  case  which,  in  the  most  favourable 
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Tiew  for  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Reddie,  raises,  to  say  the  rery  least  of  it,  strong  prp. 
somptive  evidence  against  them  ;  and  entitles  us  to  call  upon  them  to  say  what  the 
snm  paid  to  Richmond  actually  was.     If  they  still  preserre  a  studied  silence  on  the 
subject,  the  public  will  not  do  them  any  injustice  by  concluding  that  it  was  at  any^ 
rate  One  Thousand  Pounds,  whatever  more.** 

This^  at  the  best,  is  an  ugly  story ;  and  if  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Reddie 
remain  obstinately  silent^  we  can  only  say,  it  is  in  the  face  of  a  charge 
boldly  and  fairly  made. 

But,  in  this  case,  the  victims— small  thanks  to  the  Crown  Lawyers  of 
the. time—escaped  with  life,  though  not  without  great  suffering.  The 
Bonnymuir  tragedy,  to  which  we  now  turn,  began  alike  in  villany,  but 
it  ended  in  blood. 

The  facts  which  transpired  on  the  arrest  and  trial  of  ThisUewood 
and  his  associates  ;  the  resistance  of  the  motion  of  Alderman  Wood,  sup- 
ported as  it  was  by  Mr.  Denman  and  Mr.  Hume,  for  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Edwards  the  Spy,  and  the  instigator  of  those  infatuated  persons ; 
the  refusal  of  Lord  Sidmouth  to  grant  warrants,  tp  receive  depositions, 
or  allow  of  investigation  in  any  of  those  cases ;  and  many  other  sus- 
picious circumstances  connected  with  the  organizations  in  England, 
give  but  too  much  colour  to  the  assertion,  that  the  "  Radical  Rebellion," 
which  began  and  ended  at  Bonnymuir,  had  the  same  infamous  origin ; 
and  that  the  vile  spies  and  hired  agents  of  the  Government,  hatched 
the  very  plots  which  they  afterwards  discovered,  and  which  their  prin- 
cipals punished  with  forfeiture  of  life.  We  come  at  once  to  the  history 
of  the  Radical  War  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  In  the  month  of  March, 
1820,  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  certain  Reform  Societies  was  held  in  » 
public  house  in  Glasgow,  upon  the  invitation  of  a  man  named  King,  who 
was  afterwards  discovered  to  be,  like  Richmond,  a  spy.  This  man  laid 
on  the  table  pretended  communications  from  associations  in  England ;  and 
this  done,  he  mentioned  that  he  must  retire  for  a  little,  having  a  private 
appointment  at  nine.  This  movement  was  opposed  by  one  of  those  pre- 
sent ;  but  he  actually  retired  for  a  short  time ;  and  soon  afterwards  a 
magistrate  with  a  strong  party  of  police  entered  th«  room,  and  made  the 
whole  assembly,  of  twenty-eight,  prisoners — King  included,  though  he 
was  soon  liberated.  Some  of  them  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  throw 
into  the  fire  part  of  the  papers  this  man  had  proposed  for  the  adoption 
of  the  meeting.  A  ^few  days  after  the  arrest,  an  address  was  posted 
throughout  Glasgow  and  the  neighbouring  places,  calling  upon  the  people, 
in  strong  terms,  to  assert  their  rights,  and  purporting  to  be  issued  by 
The  Committee  of  Organization  for  Forming  a  Provisional  Govern- 
ment. This  address,  it  is  asserted,  was  the  production  of  the  spies,  and 
was  posted  and  circulated  by  the  connivance  of  the  local  authorities. 
"It  appeared,"  sajrs  our  author,  "  posted  up  in  Paisley,  Kilmarnock, 
Girvan,  Strathaven,  Hamilton,  Airdrie,  Kilsyth,  Dumbarton ;  in  short, 
in  a  circuit  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  round  Glasgow,  in  the  course  of  the 
same  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning,  and  doubtless  many  emissaries 
were  well  paid  for  doing  so."  On  the  Sunday  morning,  when  the  trea- 
sonable address  first  appeared  on  the  walls  of  Glasgow,  Andrew  Hardie, 
afterwards  executed  at  Stirling  for  High  Treason,  happened  to  read  it, 
along  with  other  persons.  While  thus  engaged,  a  Mr.  Hardie,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  came  up,  and  desired  Hardie  to  cease  reading,  and  to 
tear  down  the  treasonable  placard.  This  he  not  only  declined,  *but  it 
was  afterwards  proved  on  his  trial,  that  he  resisted  the  magistrate  in  his 
attenipt  to  perform  the  office.    All  the  west  of  Scotland  was  by  this  time 
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in  a  state  of  fennent.  Next  morning  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
Magistrates  of  Glasgow  and  the  Sheriff  of  Lanarkshire^  taking  the  same 
precautions  for  the  defence  of  the  city  as  if  an  invading  army  had  been 
approaching  it.  Day  after  day  proclamations  folio wed^  till  the  whole  coun. 
try  became  stricken  with  panic^  all  in  consequence  of  the  arrests^  and  of 
this  "treasonable  address,"  which  the  author  of  "  The  Exploits  of  Rich- 
mond" conclusively  traces  home^  through  a  minute  chain  of  evidence^  to 
spies  and  Government  emissaries.  The  self-named  Provisional  Govern- 
ment was  a  phantom,  got  up  by  the  spies  and  their  dupes  for  purposes  of 
delusion ;  and  they  themselves  formed  the  <^  Select  Committee."  These 
persons,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  all  escaped  with  impunity.  They  sup- 
ported the  delusion,  which  it  was  the  object  of  their  employers  to  create, 
in  various  ways,  but  chiefly  by  reporting  that  all  the  towns  in  Lancashire 
were  ripe  for  revolt,  and  thoroughly  organized  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  long  so  dear  to  the  men  of  Glasgow — Reform.  The  non-arrival 
of  the  London  Mail  on  a  particular  day,  was  to  be  the  signal  throughout 
the  west  of  Scotland.  One  intelligent  weaver,  named  Wilson,  doubted 
the  authenticity  of  the  alleged  info];;nation,  and  wished  to  examine  the 
post-marks  of  the  letters,  which  he  thought  overstrained  and  bombastical ; 
but  he  was  upbraided  for  his  suspicions,  by  a  man  named  Lees,  supposed 
to  be  a  native  of  England,  who,  with  King  and  others,  was  among  the 
leading  agents  in  deceiving  the  people,  and  spreading  the  alarm  through- 
out the  country,  which  was  necessary  to  defeat  all  attempts  to  obtain  re- 
form. So  successful  were  the  promptings  of  those  fiends,  that  in  a  few 
days,  from  five  to  eight  hundred  meli  were  induced  to  assemble  during  the 
night  on  the  banks  of  the  Canal  to  drill.  ''  It  is  scarcely  possible^"  says 
our  author^ 

**  That  such  large  groups  of  men,  alinoat  within  the  very  precincts  of  the  city» 
oould  escape  the  observation  of  the  Police ;  but  we  again  call  to  mind  the  memorable 
words  of  Richmond,  <  that  the  policy  adopted  was  to  allow  them  to  proceed* — in 
oiher  words,  to  commit  themselves. 

^  The  plot  now  thickens : — We  stated  that  the  first  parcel  of  the  copies  of  the 
'  Treasonable  Address*  was  delivered  in  the  house  of  Craig,  (a  spy,)  on  Satutday. 
morning  tbe  1st  of  April — and  it  cannot  be  too  often  kept  in  view,  that  the  second 
parcel  WIS  delivered  to  Lees  in  Ctaig*s  presence,  that  night,  about  twelve  o*clock,in 
the  Globe  Tavern. 

'<  Now,  that  second  parcel,  or,  at  least,  a  large  quantity  of  the  addresses  it  con* 
tsincd,  was  immediately  carried  by  Lees  and  Craig,  to  the  house  of  King,  their  coad- 
jutor, in  Anderston.  A  meeting  of  Delegates  had  previously  assembled  that  evening 
in  a  hoose  in  George's  Street,  at  which  Turner  teas  present ;  and  about  twelve  o'clock 
at  night  it  was  moved  that  Turner,  along  with  two  others,  should  go  to  King's 
house  to  receive  their  instructions.  The  two  Delegates  who  accompanied  Turner, 
and  whose  names  we  may  as  well  give,  viz. : — ^Andrew  Wilson,  and  William  Rop 
bertson,  weavers,  were  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  all  was  now  going  on 
right  to  suit  their  views,  although  there  cannot  be  the  smallest  doubt  that  they  were 
duped  and  deceived  with  many  others  most  grossly. 

"  On  reaching  King's  house  at  that  late  hour  on  Saturday  night,  or  rather  about 
one  o'clock  pn  Sunday  morning,  Robertson  declares  that  the  windows  of  it  were 
lighted  as  if  for  an  illumination  !  He  was  surprised  to  see  a  great  many  persons  in 
the  inside,  arranging  pikes  and  gunpowder,  while  King  and  his  wife  were  plying 
tbem  with  whisky,  and  talking  in  the  most  confident  strain  of  the  great  and  glorious 
dohigs  that  were'  about  to  take  place.  The  Treasonable  Address  was  piled  up  in 
quantities  on  a  table  in  King's  house.  He  himself  talked  in  the  most  significant 
manner  of  the  important  communications  he  had  just  had  with  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment, who,  he  said,  were  all  men  of  rank  and  talent, — that  Kinloch  of  Kinloch 
was  retaming  from  France,  whither  he  had  fled  for  denouncing  the  Manchester  ma»- 
iacre,  and  that  Marshal  Macdonald  was  also  coming  from  France  to  their  assistance, 
with  a  body  of  troops,  and  a  large  quantity  of  gold,  &c.  &c.     The  like  absurd  and 
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incredible  stories  were  repeated  in  other  places  in  and  around  Glasgow,  and,  itnnfl 
to  say,  with  some  effect  !**  _ 

This  was  the  night  previous  to  the  unlucky  rencontre  of  Andrew  Har* 
die  with  his  namesake  the  Magistrate,  who,  our  authority  insinuates,  was 
»broad  thus  eurly  on  a  Sunday  morning,  to  reconnoitre,  and  not  wholly 
unprepared  for  the  hand-  writing  on  the  wall  which  appalled  him  so  fear^ 
fully.  But  as  we  have  now  got  into  the  very  heart  of  the  business,  we 
;iiust  adopt  the  language  of  the  writer  in  unfolding  the  catastrophe : — 

''  Surely  it  is  unnecessary  for  \a  to  remind  our  readers  of  the  miserable  expedition 
from  Slraihaven.  The  case  of  James  Wilson  demands  the  sympathy  of  any  man  who 
reads  it.  We  can  unfold  many  of  the  secret  springs  which  led  to  it^-and  we  shall 
probably  do  so  one  of  the9e  days  in  a  separate  pamphlet,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall 
be  devoted  to  hit  widow.  But  since  we  have  touched  on  that  topic,  we  may  as  well 
state  two  important  facts  connected  with  it,  which  only  tend  to  illustrate  the  infernal 
machinations  set  on  foot  only  twelve  years  ago,  to  extirpate  even  the  humblest  and 
most  harmless  friends  of  Reform. 

*<  Oil  the  Tuesday  afternoon,  (the  4th  of  April,)  two  Missiona  were  planned  by 
Turner,  Lees,  Kin^^,  and  Co.,  and  their  associates  behind  the  scenes.  One  of  these 
Missions  was  to  John  Baird  at  Condorret.  The  other  was  to  James  Wilson  at  Strath<r 
^ven.  We  shall  state  the  deiaila  of  both  of  them — the  Condorret  one  more  at  length 
than  the  other.  But  we  must  postpone  the  Condorret  one  for  a  few  minutes,  because, 
with  it  we  ahall  wind  up  the  bloody  business  at  Bonnymuir,  and  the  capture  of  Hardie 
^nd  Baird,  &c. 

<<  It  was  arranged  that  Leeg  should  proceed  to  Strathaven  on  the  Tuesday  evening, 
to  entice  down  Wilson,  in  marching  array,  to  Glasgow,  with  as  many  others  in  that 
place  as  could  be  got  Wilson  was  an  old  Reformer  of  1793,  and  his  heart  lay  in  the 
cause,  which  made  it  fare  just  so  much  the  worse  for  him.  And  here^  surely,  we  need 
not  recall  to  the  recollection  of  pur  readers,  that  this  Lees  was  the  identical  scoundrel 
who  first  enticed  the  printer^s  lads  (Fulton  and  Hutcheson)  to  throw  off  the  Treaaoib* 
ahle  Address.  But  though  it  was  agreed  on  the  Tuesday  that  he  should  proceed  to 
Strathaven  on  the  above  Mission,  yet,  it  was  aftenvards  thought  that  he  could  pr^ 
hably  be  of  greater  service  at  home  in  Glasgow ;  and,  accordingly.  Lees  prevailed  on 
an  honest  but  unsuspecting  person,  of  the  name  of  James  Shields,  now,  or  lately,  w» 
luderstand,  a  weaver  in  Paisley,  (a  dupe,  like  the  rest,)  to  go  to  Strathaven,  with  in* 
structions  from  him,  Lees,  or  the  Select  Committee,  to  poor  old  Wilson.  If  any  ona 
will  glance  at  the  trial  of  Wilson,  they  will  see  that  the  Mission  of  Shields  to  Wil- 
aon,  invented  by  Lees,  was  founded  upon  in  evidence  against  Wilson,  and,  probably, 
had  considerable  weight  with  his  jury.  (By  the  by,  we  observe,  that  Mr.  James- 
Hardie  was  also  a  witness  for  the  Crown,  on^Uie  trial  of  Wilson.)  But  the  fact  abovt 
stated  goes  to  show,  that  this  poor  old  man  was  enticed  from  his  house  and  his  home^ 
and,  finally,  lost  his  life,  in  consequence  of  fraudtUeiU  representations  made  to  him 
from  Glasgow.  For  it  is  incredible  to  suppose  that  Wilson  would  have  acted,  for  a 
single  moment,  on  the  request  of  Lees,  which  was  <  to  turn  out  with  all  expedition^' 
if  he  had  known  that  Lees  was  the  abominable  character  he  really  was ;  nor  will  we 
do  Wil8on*8  jurymen,  who  '  recommended  him  to  mercy,*  the  injustice  to  suppose  that 
they  would  have  convicted  him,  if  they  had  known  that  the  foundation  of  the  caw 
was  so  contaminated.  But,  as  we  have  said,  other  observations  will  be  made  upon 
his  trial  in  due  season.  Meanwhile,  the  following  singular  communication,  not  altOp 
gcther  irrelevant  to  Wilson^s  case,  or  to  the  others,  may  be  laid  before  our  readers, 
which  we  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  who,  in  1820,  was 
smith  at  Sandford,  near  Strathaven,  and  now  at  Newarthill,  parish  of  Dalzell,  Lanark- 
shire. We  thank  him  sincerely  for  the  communication,  and  so,  we  hope,  will  evory 
lover  of  truth ;  and  the  more  so,  that  Mr.  Ross  did  not  scruple  to  make  it,  even  when 
it  was  understood  that  Wellington  was  about  to  grasp  the  iron  rod  of  powor.  '  I 
hereby  declare,  and  am  ready  to  make  oath,  if  required,  that  on  an  evening  in  the 
month  of  March,  1820,  two  gentlemen  came  riding  to  my  shop  at  Sandford,  and  on 
asking  for  me,  I  went  out  to  see  them.  This  would  be  about  seven  o'clock.  One  of 
them  first  asked  me  if  I  was  throng.  I  said  1  was ;  and,  after  a  few  other  questions^ 
he  put  this  question  to  me,  whether  I  would  agree  to  make  a  number^  or  a  qwmHijf 
ft/  pikes  for  him  $  I  instantly  said  I  would  uot ;  on  which  he  made  answer,  thai  I 
ppould  be  well  paid  for  my  trouble  if  I  would  engage  to  take  the  job  ;  but  I  still  de- 
clined. On  this,  the  other  gentleman  on  horseback  asked  me  if  I  knew  this  man,  t.  e, 
,the  person  who  was  asking  me  to  make  the  pikes?  on  which  I  said  I  did  not     Bi|t 
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I  then  KoogniMd  the  person  who  put  this  last  question  to  me  to  he  Mr.  Dugald 
MK^lum,  one  of  the  Procurator  FiacaU  of  the  county  of  Lanark,  at  Hamiltoo.  I 
walked  with  them,  by  their  desire,  a  few  yards — ^to  the  top  of  Sandford  Bridge  when 
they  alighted  from  their  horses,  and  Mr.  M^Callum  then  told  me  that  this  was  Mr. 
AiTox,  (th£  Sheriff  at  Hamilton  I ! !)  who  was  with  him,  and  wished  to  em- 
ploy me  to  make  the  pikes ;  and  they  begged  me  not  to  mention  their  visit  to  me,  or 
the  object  of  it,  to  any  one,  and  requested  me  to  go  with  them  to  Strathaven,  where 
they  would  treat  me  with  a  bowl  of  toddy.  But  I  declined  to  go  with  them,  and 
returned  to  my  own  shop.  I  afterwards  stated  these  facts  to  some  of  my  acquaint- 
ances, and  now  again  here  solemnly  repeat  them  as  true. 

« <  16^  Math  1832.  (Signed)  <  Alex.  Ross.* 

<<  There  is  pretty  conduct  for  you  on  the  part  of  a  Sheriff!  How  humbling,  how 
degrading  must  it  be  to  his  '  Lordship,'  if  he  has  any  feeling  at  all,  to  see  himself 
thus  ejtpoted  in  the  year  1832?  But,  does  not  this  very  conduct  of  Sheriff  Aiton 
afibrd  a  key  to  the  wh(4e  machinery  of  the  pikeSf  which  were  then  found  in  such 
profusion  in  this  county  of  I^anark,  even  in  hay-stacks,  and  ditches,  and  at  the  bottom 
i>f  canals  ?  Does  it  not  ahow  how  acHve  ^  the  local  authorities*  really  were  in  getting, 
at  least,  impiemenie  for  the  '  insurrection*  made  and  ready,  to  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  '  infiituated  Radicals,*  as  they  were  called,  <  free,  for  nothing,  gratia  V  And 
Alton  promising  that  Roes  '  would  be  well  paid  for  his  trouble  !  !  /'  By  Jupiter  I  we 
must  write  inunediately  to  Mr.  Hume,  to  see  whether  the  Exchequer  accounts  for  the 
year  1820  can  yet  be  overhauled. 

<<  The  only  possible  excuse  which  Aiton  could  make  for  this  excursion  to  Ross  is 
this,  that  he  wished  to  ascertain  how  far  the  <  treasonable'  feeling  was  extending 
itself.  But,  can  any  body  doubt,  that  if  Ross,  tempted  by  Alton's  offer,  had  consented 
to  make  the  pikes,  and  if  Aiton  and  his  companion  had  escaped  that  evening  in  their 
ditguitej  that  he  (Ross)  would  have  been  instantly  a  marked  man,  and  his  life,  pro- 
bably, would  have  answered  for  it?  The  duty  of  a  Sheriff  is,  or  ought  to  be,  sacred. 
It  is  not  to  enHee  persons  into  the  commission  of  a  crime.  It  is  rather  to  warn  them 
of  the  oonseqaences  of  so  doing.  And  when  we  recollect  that  Aiton  was  the  Judge. 
before  whom  Wilson,  after  his  apprehension,  was  first  taken  for  examination ;  when 
we  recollect  that  Aiton  and  M*Callum  were  the.  persons  who  prepared  the  precogni- 
tion agauiBt  Wilaon,  which  led  to  the  whole  supei'structure  of  the  proceedings  after- 
wards adopted  against  him  by  the  Crown  Lawyers ;  when  we  recollect  that,  on  the 
very  trial  before  the  Special  Commission  in  GlRSgow,  Wilson's  declarations,  taken 
hj  Aiton,  irere  actually  rejected,  and  prevented  from  going  to  the  Jury,  in  conse- 
quence of  iwnproper  oondnct  on  the  part  of  Aiton  in  reference  to  those  declarations, — 
conduct  which  the  Supreme  Judges  held  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  law  and  justice ; 
when  we  recollect,  we  say,  these  circumstances,  and  many  others  which  rush  into  our 
memory  at  this  moment,  we  are  compelled  to  blush  for  our  country,  and  to  sigh  for 
the  departed." 

We  must  lay  aside  all  other  details  to  pursue  the  fortunes  of  Andrew 
Hardie ;  the  single  episode  of  JBaird  and  Hardie  throwing  more  light  on 
ibis  nefanous  affair,  and  upon  the  spy  system  of  Castlereagh  and  Sid- 
mouth,  than  volumes  could  do.  '*  From  the  moment  of  his  reading  the 
address,"  says  our  author, 

<'  On  the  Sunday  morning,  and  his  encountering  Mr.  James  Hardie  in  the  way  we 
formerly  stated,  he  felt,  if  we  can  believe  the  bosom  friends  to  whom  he  committed 
himself,  that  his  fate  was  sealed.  He  had  no  concern  whatever  with  any  of  the  se- 
cret, underhand  machinations  that  were  going  on.  He  was  a  Radical,  we  have  said, 
—a  name  which,  even  in  1820,  we  perceivci  certain  would-be  liberal  Reformers  now 
among  us,  treated  with  contumely  and  insult.  But  being  a  Radical,  we  nevertheless 
pronounce  Andrew  Hardie  to  be  one  of  the  most  decisive  upright,  and  single-hearted 
ones,  in  his  station  of  life,  that  ever  breathed.  True,  and,  alas !  for  his  earthly  ca- 
reer, he  was  a  deluded  one.  True,  he  lost  his  life,  because  his  heart,  which  knew  no 
guile  within,  reposed  unbounded  confidence  without, — in  those  who,  he  believed,  were 
animated  with  a  portion  of  that  patriotic,  yet  misdirected  feeling,  which  existed  in 
his  own  breast,  and  which  led  him  and  his  unfortunate  companions,  to  put  this  only 
construction  on  the  Address : — 

It  bids  us  'gainst  oppression  6ght-~ 
Resist  the  wrong,  muntain  the  ri^ht ; 
And  when  our  country  calls,  with  might 
To  grasp  the  patriot  steeL 

Little  did  he  or  they  think  that  there  was  any  villany  in  its  composition,  such  a>  we 
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have  attempted  to  describe ;  far  less  did  he  or  they  think  that  it  was  an  atrodoui 
contrivance  to  huri  them  ignominously  from  the  earth,  to  serve  state  purpose. 

<<  Can  any  man  believe,  that  if  Andrew  Hardie,  for  instance,  had  known  the  ortpin 
of  that  Address— or  that  it  was  hatched  under  the  hellish  cireumstances  we  have 
stated,  without  one  particle  of  honour  or  honesty  in  its  behalf — can  any  man,  we 
say,  now  for  one  moment  believe  that  Andrew  Uardte,  or  any  Mane  man,  would  have 
gone  forth  and  periled  his  life  in  support  of  it  in  the  manner  they  did  ?  Tiie  suppo- 
sition is  utterly  monstrous. 

<<  We  are  therefore  entitled  to  assume,  or  rather  to  state,  in  point  of  fact,  that  on 
the  4th  and  5th  of  April,  1820,  Andi'ew  Hardie,  for  one,  believed,  and  we  may  say 
the  same  thing  for  several,  at  least,  of  his  companions,  that  England  was  in  arms, 
and  that  every  syllable  of  the  Address  was  true.  Attend  to  the  insidious  nature  of 
its  call — *■  Come  forward,  then,  at  once,  and  free  your  conniry  and  your  King  fh>m 
the  power  of  those  that  have  held  them  too,  too  long  in  thraldom, 

^  '  Friends  and  fellow-countrymen  I  The  eventful  period  has  now  arrived  when 
the  services  of  all  will  be  required,  for  the  forwarding  of  an  object  so  universally 
wished,  and  so  absolutely  necessary.  Come  forward,  then,  and  assist  those  who 
hav^  begtm,  in  the  completion  of  so  arduous  a  task^  and  eupporl  the  laudable  efforts 
which  we  are  about  to  make  to  replace  to  Britons  those  rights  consecrated  to  them  bg 
Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  sweep  from  our  shores  that  corruptian 
which  has  degraded  us  below  the  dignity  of  man.*  ** 

We  shall  take  poor  Hardie's  own  account  of  the  march  to  Bonnymuir ; 
but  it  may  first  be  proper  to  give  a  view  of  the  panic-terror  which 
now  prevailed  in  Glasgow,  and  which  in  triith^  magnified  by  distance, 
became  yet  more  dreadful  in  remote  parts  of  the  country : — 

«  Trumpets  were  sounding, — troops  were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters,  and  marrJi- 
ing  through  the  streets  in  battle  array.     There  was,  for  instance,  the  Fast  Lothian 

Yeomanry — the  Ayr^^ire  Yeomanry the  Dumbartonshire  Yeomanry.     Then  there 

was  the  Glasgow  troop  of  Light  Horse — the  Armed  Association — the  Corps  of  *  Gen- 
tlemen  Sharp-shooters,*  independent  altogether  of  the  regular  troops,  consisting  of 
Infantr)',  Cavalry,  and  Artillery,  &c.,  &c.     Fifty  or  sixty  rounds  of  ball  cartridges 
were  doled  out,  not  only  to  these  troops,  but  to  every  citizen  who  had  armed  him- 
self, <  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,'  for  every  citizen  inimical  to  the  Pro- 
visional Government  was  to  have  his  throat  cut,  and  his  property  ransacked  and  pil- 
laged by  these  '  bloody  scoundrels  of  Radicals,*  though  it  is  now  evident  th#t  many 
sins  were  laid  on  the  back  of  the  Radicals,  in  these  dajrs,  which  they  neither  com- 
mitted in  thought,  word,  or  deed.    The  very  Bridges  at  one  time  were  barricadoed, 
not  after  the  fashion  of  the  three  glorious  days  of  Paris,  but  to  please  the  xvisdom  of 
the  local  authorities,  some  of  whom  were  almost  frightened  to  death,  at  seeing  half 
a  dozen  of  men  or  so,  standing  and  talking  together  on  the  streets.     Treason  must 
needs  be  among  them,  and  they  were  ordered  off,  without  much  ceremony,  perhaps  by 
a  score  of  dragoons.     We  recollect  of  seeing  with  our  own  eyes,  a  worthy  Bailie, 
now  in  his  grave,  and  *  dead  men  tell  no  tales,*  coming  to  the  Royal  Bank,  then  oc- 
cupied by  the  sharp-shooters,  and  taking  farewell  of  his  eldest  son,  lest  he  should 
fall  in  the  approaching  strife.     In  short,  Glasgow,  at  that  period  might  almost  be 
said  to  resemble  a  city  preparing  for  some  great  military  siege.     We  are  sure  we  do 
not,  by  any  means,  exaggerate  the  fact,  when  we  state,  that  on  the  4th  and  5th  of 
April,  1820,  there  were  upwards  of^ve  thousand  troops  in  Glasgow  of  one  kind  and 
another,  exceeding,  in  point  of  numbers,  all  the  regular  troops  at  this  moment  in 
Scotland  1 1  !     Some  beautiful  promotions  were  then  made  in  the  army,  which  es- 
caped public  animadversion  at  the  time,  and  which  we  need  not  discuss  at  present. 
But  how  ridiculous  must  it  now  be,  to  think,  after  this  <  fitful  fever'  is  over,  that 
5000  troops  were  called  into  Glasgow,  to  keep  down  a  mere  handful  of  '  deluded 
Radicals,*~deluded  too,  by  paid  emissaries  or  infamous  spies.     For  with  all  their 
exertions,  they  could  only  muster  60  or  60  men  at  last  to  go  to  Carron,  via  Bonny- 
muir — and  it  has  since  been  admitted,  or  at  least  it  cannot  be  denied,  by  the  local 
authorities,  or  any  one  else,  that  this  was  the  greatest  demonstration,  or  the  most  for- 
midable act  of  overt  treason,  that  was  committed  in  Scotland  in  virtue  of  the  Trea- 
sonable Address  I !  ** 

At  a  public  meeting  held  in  Glasgow,  at  which  the  Lord  Provost  pre- 
sided, Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay,  the  employer  of  Richmond  three  years  before, 

«  Remarked,  that  the  present  treasonable  confederacy  had  been  in  contemplation 
for  a  number  of  years.   This  spot  was  the  very  centre  of  the  rebellion ;  and  he  stated, 


»  '; 
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wit&  tb€  utmost  confidence,  that  an  audacious  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  Glas- 
gow, on  Wednesday,  by  a  large  armed  force.  On  Tuesday,  however^  it  was  generally 
known  tbat  tbe  English  had  not  co-operated,  ^d  in  consequence  of  this  disappoint, 
ment,  tbe  rising  on  Wednesday  was  not  so  general  as  it  would  otherwise  have  been. 
If  the  attack  on  Glasgow  had  been  made  with  the  numbers  that  were  expected,  it 
wonld  have  been  defeated,  but  with  considerable  difficulty.  Almost  the  whole  mass 
of  the  population  were  concerned  In  these  desperate  designs.  The  youth  between  16 
and  aO  were  almost  all  contaminated  with  the  principles  of  sedition  and  infidelity, 
and  pains  bad  been  taken  to  instil  these  ruinous  principles  into  the  minds  of  the  very 
children.  He  feared  it  would  be  long  before  the  lower  orders  would  be  brought  back 
to  the  tranquillity  and  right  feeling  which  had  been  so  long  the  boast  of  this  country. 
Mr.  Finlay  then  objected  to  a  London  paper  (the  Morning  Chronicle)  which  had  im- 
putrd  the  treasonable  placard  to  some  adherent  of  the  Government.'  No  gentleman 
would  believe  this  when  it  was  recollected,  that  the  address  was  posted  up  in  every' 
town  and  village  within  twenty  miles  of  Glasgow.  He  then  proposed  the  resolu- 
tMrns.** 

Besides  Hardie,  who  was  induced  to  turn  out  in  the  manner  we  have 
seen^  and  who,  however  misled^  was  animated  by  feelings  of  the  purest 
patriotism  and  loyalty^  we  would  notice  Baird's  entanglement  in  the  toils 
set  for  those  betrayed  men.  It  was  the  object  of  the  spies  to  have  a 
gathering  from  all  quarters.  They  expected  detachments  from  different 
places^  and  among  others  from  Strathaven.  In  this  they  were  disap- 
pointed ;  but  at  Condorret  their  arts  were  more  effectual,  and  Baird,  the 
fellow-victim  of  Hardie,  fell  at  once  into  the  snare.  '*  Poor  Wilson,"  says 
the  author,  "  we  suppose,  was  expected  by  them  from  Strathaven. 

^  But  let  us  wheel  round  and  watch  for  a  few  minutes  the  conduct  of  the  cold- 
blooded villain  King.  He  was  despatched  on  the  mission  to  John  Baird  at  Condor. 
ret.  And  what  was  the  object  of  that  mission  ?  By  some  means  or  other,  the  blood- 
hounds had  found  out  that  John  Baird  was  a  Radical,  and  a  most  determined  Radi- 
cal ;  and  they  knew  that  there  were  other  persons  at  Condorret  in  the  same  way  of 
thinking  that  he  was,  and  whom  he  could  lead  if  he  wished. 

**  Pardon  us  one  moment  here,  for  remarking  that  if  this  expedition  to  Carron  had 
failed — ^if  no  man  had  sallied  forth  in  its  favour — in  a  word,  if  nq  men  or  set  of  men, 
had  been  caught  in  arms,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  going  to  Canon  for  such  a 
purpose,  the  Government,  and  the  local  authorities  in  Glasgow,  would  have  been 
laughed  to  scorn,  even  by  their  own  partisans  and  friends,  numerous  as  these  were  at 
that  period*  •  Hence  King,  Turner,  Lees,  and  Craig,  redoubled  their  efforts  on  the 
Tuesday ;  and  King  was  advised,  or  felt  it  necessary  to  go  to  CondoiTet  himself,  to 
entrap  Baird  and  his  friends  there  on  the  Tuesday  evening,  while  Turner,  Lees,  and 
Craig,  were  left  to  make  the  necessary  and  corresponding  movements  in  Glasgow.  We 
have  it  on  the  authority  of  Robert  Baird,  a  respectable  agent,  now  in  Bell  Street, 
Glasgow,  the  brother  of  John  Baird,  and  who  resided  at  that  period  at  Condorret, 
John,  his  unfortunate  brother,  being  a  lodger  with  him, — that  about  eleven  o^cIock  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  4th  of  April,  this  person,  John  King,  who  at  other  times  assumed 
tbe  fictitious  name  of  John  Andrews,  came  to  Mr.  Baird^s  house,  inquiring  for  his 
brother  John,  who  at  that  moment  did  not  happen  to  be  within.  King  said  he  had 
just  come  purposely  from  Glasgow,  with  important  information  to  John  Baird  ;  on 
which  Robert  Baird^s  wife  desired  him  to  come  in  and  sit  down,  as  John  would  make 
his  appearance  in  a  little.  The  night  was  very  wet,  and  King  appeared  to  be  drenched 
through.  They  kindled  up  a  fire  for  him ; — Mrs.  Baird  prcK;eeded  to  make  some 
refreshment  for  him,  to  make  him  as  comfortable  as  possible,  little  suspecting  that 
she  was  harbouring  a  villain  who,  in  a  few  hours,  would  place  her  own  brother-in- 
law,  on  whose  account  she  was  thus  treating  him,  in  imminent  peril  of  his  life,  or 
that  King  would  have  been  the  chief  instrument  in  fixing  John  Baird  in  a  position 
from  which  he  could  not  ultimately  escape,  but  with  the  forfeiture  of  his  life.-  In  a 
few  minutes  John  Baird  made  his  appearance,  and  was  intixtduced,  apparently  in  the 
most  harmless  way  in  the  world,  to  King,  who  at  once  proceeded  to  s^te,  with  an 
air  of  great  satisfaction,  that  he  was  intrusted  with  good  news  to  him  from  Glasgow. 

**  These  news  were,  that  a  general  rising  had  successfully  taken  place  in  England ; 
.-4hat  the  London  mail  had  not  arrived  that  day  in  Glasgow ; — that  authentic  in- 
telligence of  the  fact  had  been  i^eceived  by  the  Provisional  Government  for  Scotland 
in  Glasgow,  with  whom  King  declared  he  had  come  in  contact ; — that  the  Magis. 
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tnttB  of  Glasgow,  and  all  the  local  authorities,  were  now  favourable  to  the  PcaTu 
sional  Goyemment,  or  had  given  in  ,their  adhesion  to  it ; — ^that  the  military  in  Glas. 
gow  were  likewise  favourable,  and  only  wanted  the  nod  to  join  the  people,  if  neccs- 
sary ; — that  he,  King,  with  his  own  eyes,  had  seen  thousands  of  Radicals  paraded  and 
exercising  in  the  Green  of  Glasgow  that  day,  without  interruption ; — that  every  thing 
was  going  on  as  favourable  for  the  cause  as  the  Provisional  GoTemm.ent  could  hava 
desired;  but  that  they  thought  it  necessary  and  prudent  to  send  out  a  party  to 
Carron  to  procure  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  which  they  understood  were 
there  lying  ready  to  be  delivered  over  to  them,  and  they  had  sent  him,  King,  oat  to 
CondoiTet,  to  know  whether  Baird,  and  the  other  '  friends  of  the  cause*  in  that 
quarter,  were  disposed  to  co-operate  with  them ;  in  which  case,  Baird  and  his  friends 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  joining  the  party  from  Glasgow  early  on  the  following 
morning.  And  now,  says  King,  in  order  to  satisfy  you  that  all  is  right,  here  is  a 
letter  to  you  from  the  Select  Committee,  acting  with  the  Provisional  Go?emmenty 
attesting  these  facts.  This  letter  King  afterwards  contrived  to  intercept,  but  it  was 
subscribed,  according  to  the  recollection  of  Robert  Baird,  by  three  individuals,  vis. 

John  Cowie,  James  Murray,  and Pattison,  neither  of  whom  we  have  hitherto 

been  able  sufficiently  to  trace  out  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  letter 
was  false  and  fraudulent,  and  known  to  be  so  by  King  himself.** 

On  these  argtunents  and  plausibilities,  Baird  was  induced  to  promise 
his  co-operation  with  the  Glasgow  party^  which  were  to  march  upon 
Carron.  That  party  we  are  enabled  to  follow,  from  the  letters  of  Hardie, 
written  by  him  after  his  condemnation^  and  with  irresistible  evidence  of 
their  being  true  as  truth's  simplicity.  This  letter  is  dated  from  Stirling 
Castle ; — 

«  My  dear  Friends, 

<<  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  whole  of  our  proceedings  to,  and  at  th* 
Battle  of  Bonnymuir,  &c.  1  hope  you  will  look  over  any  repetition  of  sentiment,  and 
the  ungrammatical  manner  and  style  in  which  it  is  written,  when  you  consider  that 
while  I  was  writing  it,  I  was  always  in  fear  of  being  ducovered,  as' it  is  against  orders. 
I  would  veiy  willingly  wiite  another  copy,  as  I  could  make  some  improvements  in  it, 
both  in  the  subject  and  writing ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  they  will  suspect  me  by  getting 
so  much  paper,  and  for  these  reasons,  I  hope  you  will  not  look  upon  it  with  the  eye 
of  a  critic.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  it  contains  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  could  have 
dwelt  much  longer  upon  it ;  but  for  the  above  reasons,  1  made  it  as  short  and  compre- 
hensive as  my  weak  ideas  would  permit.  You  will  see  by  the  ending  of  this,  that  I 
intend  a  continuation  of  it,  as  soon  as  I  get  paper  and  an  opportunity. 

<<  I  am,  my  dear  friends,  yours,  &c. 

*<  A.  Haadie. 
*^  To  Mr.  Robert  Goodwin,  Glasgow, 
^  Care  of  Mr.  John  Fallon,  Roplocb,  Stirling.    , 

<<  On  the  4th  of  April,  ]  820,  (the  night  I  left  Glasgow  with  two  men,  whose  names 
1  forbear  to  mention,)  we  arrived  at  Germiston,  where  we  found,  as  was  expected,  a 
number  of  men  in  arms,  whom  I  immediately  joined ;  and  after  some  delay,  expecting 
some  more,  as  we  were  told,  from  Anderston,  and  other  places,  (but  which  did  not 
come  forward,)  we  got  notice  where  we  were  to  go,  and  received  a  very  encouraging 
address  from  a  man  I  did  not  know.  1  was  made  to  understand  the  nature  of  our 
afiair  by  the  two  men ;  and,  likewise,  that  the  whole  city  would  be  in  arms  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  afterwards,  which  he  who  addressed  us  told  us  likewise ;  and  that 
the  coach  would  not  be  in  the  following  morning ;  and  that  England  was  all  in  arms, 
fh>m  London  downwards,  and  every  thing  was  going  on  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations ;  and  declared  that  there  were  no  soldiers  to  oppose  us  betwixt  that  and 
Edinburgh ;  and  further,  that  the  whole  country  was  ready  to  receive  us,  and  well 
armed ;  and  those  that  wanted  would  get  arms  by  the  road,  refreshments,  and  every 
thing  necessary.  I  heard  likewise  through  the  course  of  the  day,  or  early  in  the  even- 
ing, that  there  was  going  to  be  a  turn-out,  but  I  did  not  get  information  of  the  nature 
of  it  before  our  departure.  1  asked  if  there  was  no  person  going  along  with  us  who 
had  instructions  how  to  proceed,  or  take  the  charge  of  us.  There  was  one  Kean  told 
me  that  there  was  a  person  with  us  who  would  give  us  every  satisfaction,  and  had 
every  necessary  instruction  for  our  proceedings,  but  that  1  might  take  the  command 
until  we  came  to  Condorret,  where  we  would  be  joined  by  a  party  of  fifty  or  sixty 
men,  and  get  one  there  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole ;  but  this  I  did  not  assume 
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until  we  came  within  a  mile  oS  Condorret,  when  we  halted,  and  proposed  to  form 
ouTselTes  in  regular  order,  and  I  was  appointed  by  the  men  themselTes  to  do  this, 
which  I  did  by  forming  a  front  and  rear  rank,  and  sized  them  accordingly,  and  like- 
wise numbered  them  the  same  as  a  guard ;  my  reason  for  doing  this  was  because  we 
were  all  strangers  to  one  another,  and  did  not  know  our  names,  that  if  any  thing 
were  wanted,  we  might  answer  to  our  numbers.  After  this  was  done,  I  left  the  party 
and  went  before  them  (with  Kean)  to  find  out  Mr.  Baird,  and  when  we  found  him, 
there  was  one  King  had  been  waiting  with  him,  upon  us  coming  forward.  This  King 
belongs  to  Glasgow,  but  what  he  is  I  do  not  know ;  but  this  I  know,  that  he  acted  a 
very  unbecoming  part  with  us.  King  had  told  Baird  that  there  was  a  party  of  two 
hundred  well-armed  men  coming  out,  and  that  they  were  all  old  soldiers.  When  I 
arrired  at  Condorret  with  Kean,  I  did  not  stop  with  him  and  Mr.  Baird,  but  joined 
the  party,  and  went  to  a  public^house  to  get  a  refreshment,  which  consisted  of  one 
glass  of  whisky,  and  a  bit  of  bread.  Now,  during  the  time  we  (the  party)  were  in 
the  public-house,  one  of  them  told  Mr.  Baird  a  quite  different  story  than  that  which 
we  Were  made  to  belieye,  and  apologized  for  the  smallness  of  our  party,  by  saying, 
that  the  Anderston  party,  &c.  had  mistaken  the  road,  and  had  gone  by  Airdrie ;  he 
likewise  said  that  there  was  a  party  gone  to  Hamilton  to  stop  the  coach  there.  But 
to  proceed :  after  some  time  was  spent  in  fixing  pike-heads,  &c.,  we  proceeded  on,  but 
in  place  of  being  joined  by  fifty  or  sixty  men,  1  think  we  only  got  six ;  but  had  a  suf« 
ficient  force  come  from  Glasgow,  it  would  have  been  far  otherwise  :  yet  it  was  quite 
reasonable  for  the  people  to  decline  coming  out,  when  such  a  small  force  could  only 
be  brought  from  Glasgow.  Yet,  in  consequence  of  this  great  disappointment,  we  were 
not  at  all  discouraged,  but  proceeded  on  in  the  most  orderly  manner.  AAer  we  left 
Condorret,  our  first  halt  was  at  Castlecarry  Bridge,  where  we  received  half  a  bottle  of 
porter,  and  a  pennyworth  of  bread  each  man,  which  was  paid  for,  and  a  receipt  ob« 
tained  for  the  same.  We  again  proceeded, — ^but  I  should  have  observed  before  this, 
that  King  left  us  at  Condorret,  and  went  before  us,  on  the  pretext  of  getting  the  Came* 
Ion  and  Falkirk  people  ready  by  the  time  we  should  be  forward ;  and,  in  case  we  should 
miss  them  or  the  party  that  was  to  meet  us,  I,  with  other  four  or  five  stout  men, 
went  by  the  road,  and  the  main  party  went  by  the  Canal  hank.  The  first  we  me^ 
after  leaving  the  main  party,  was  a  gentleman  on  horseback,  whom  we,  in  a  very 
civil  manner,  asked  if  he  was  going  to  Glasgow — ^he  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  we 
tiien  told  him  (as  we  were  made  to  believe  ourselves)  that  there  was  sad  work  going 
on  there,  and  advised  him  to  turn,  but  he  did  not  turn  at  that  time ;  however,  in  a 
short  time  he  came  past  us,  and  told  us  he  would  take  our  advice.  We  went 
into  a  house,  a  little  way  ofiT  the  road,  and  got  a  fowling-piece,  for  which  we 
offered  a  receipt,  but  it  was  not  accepted ;  the  gentleman  to.  whom  it  belonged  was 
rery  civil,  and  did  not  say  much  against  us  taking  it  away,  and  asked  when  he 
should  get  it  back.  Soon  after  we  came  upon  the  road  again  we  saw  a  Hussar  at  a 
little  distance ;  upon'this  we  drew  ourselves  up  on  the  road,  and  called  to  him  to  halt, 
which  he  did  immediately ;  we  then  agreed  that  we  should  do  him  no  harm,  and 
dedred  him  to  come  forward,  which  he  did,  and  stopped  when  he  came  up  to  us,  and 
told  a  very  good  story  that  he  was  a  friend  to  our  cause,  that  he  was  a  weaver,  and 
had  a  vrife  and  five  children,  &c  I  told  him  it  was  no  matter  what  he  was,  we 
should  do  him  no  harm ;  he  answered  every  question  we  put  to  him  very  correctly  \ 
said  he  was  going  to  Kilsyth,  and  that  he  had  fallen  behind  his  detachment.  Henderson 
then  gave  him  one  of  the  addresses,  and  some  conversation  passed,  which  I  do  not 
remember,  and  we  let  him  pass.  We  proceeded  along  the  road  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  past  Bonnybridge,  where  we  got  a  signal  from  the  party  on  the  bank  to  join 
them,  for  King  had  come  to  them  and  said,  that  we  should  have  to  go  up  to  the  moor 
and  wait  there  untU  we  got  a  reinforcement  from  Camelon ;  the  whole  of  us  turned 
and  went  through  an  aqueduct  bridge,  and  went  up  about  a  mile  into  the  moor,  and 
sat  down  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  rested  (I  think)  about  an  hour,  when  the  cavalry 
made  their  appearance  ;  upon  this  we.  started  up  on  our  feet,  and  at  once  resolved  to 
meet  them.  I  proposed  forming  a  square  where  we  were,  but  Mr.  Baird  said  it  would 
be  much  better  to  go  under  cover  of  a  dyke,  which  was  not  far  distant ;  we  then 
immediately  ran  down  the  hill,  cheering,  and  took  up  our  position.  There  was 
a  slap  in  the  dyke,  which  we  filled  with  pikeroen.  The  cavaliy  took  a  circu- 
lar coune  through  the  moor,  and  came  under  cover  of  a  wood  at  our  right 
flank.  As  soon  as  they  made  their  appearance  past  the  end  of  the  wood,  firing 
commenced  immediately.  I  cannot  say  who  commenced  firing;  1  think  the 
cavalry  had  fired  a  shot  or  two  before  they  came  to  the  wood,  with  the  intention, 
probably,  to  frighten  us,  for  they  afterwards  told  us  they  did  not  expect  we  would 
tkct  them.     However,  this  is  a  matter  of  no  importance.     They  came  up  nigh  to 
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the  dyke ^the  Hussars  in  front,  led  by  their  officer,  who  called  out  to  us  to  lay 

down  our  arms ;  but  this  was  not  agreed  to.  After  firing  some  shoU  at  ua,  they 
made  an  attack  at  the  slap,  and  got  through  ;  but  were  repulsed  and  driven  back. 
They,  in  general,  stood  a  little  distance  from  the  dyke,  so  that  our  pikes  were  ren- 
dered unserviceable.  One  of  the  Hussars  came  close  up  lo  the  dyke,  a  little  to  tlw 
right  of  where  I  stood,  and  one  of  our  party  made  a  stab  at  him.  The  Hussar  fired 
at  him  in  return,  and  he  fell  forward  on  his  face.  They  made  a  second  attack  at 
the  slap,  and  got  through ;  but  were  kept  at  bay  in  the  inside  ;  and  the  oflScer  again 
called  out  to  us  to  surrender,  and  he  would  do  us  no  harm,  which  most  of  our  men 
took  for  granted,  and  threw  down  their  arms  and  ran.  (It  will  be  here  nfcossary  to 
observe,  that  some  of  our  men  never  came  into  action  at  all,  but  made  their  way  in- 
to a  wood  at  some  distance.)  But  those  that  tried  to  make  their  escape  after  oar 
surrender,  (viz.  after  the  officer  had  eatlcd  out  the  second  time,  and  by  this  time  he 
was  in  the  inside,  or  our  side  of  the  dyke,)  were  instantly  pursued,  but  were  not  all 
taken,  and  some  of  them  wounded  in  a  most  shocking  manner  ;  and  it  was  truly 
unbecoming  the  character  of  a  British  soldier  to  wound,  or  try  to  kill,  any  man, 
when  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  take  him  prisioner,  and  when  they  had  no  arms  to 
make  any  defence.  One  of  the  Yeomanry  was  so  inhuman,  afto*  he  had  sabred  one 
of  the  men  sufficient,  as  he  thought,  to  deprive  him  of  life,  as  to  try  to  trample  him 
under  his  horse^s  feet ;  but  here,  my  friends,  the  horse  had  more  humanity  than  his  mas- 
ter, and  would  not  do  as  he  wished,  but  jumped  over  him,  in  place  of  trampling  upon 
his  wounded  and  mangled  body ;  and  after  he  returned  from  doing  so,  he  called  out 
(speaking  very  broad)  that  he  had  left  him  lying  wi*  his  head  cloven  like  a  pot. 
There  were  several  others  wounded,  but  I  will  not  say  any  more  about  them,  as  I 
suppose  you  have  heard  all  the  particulars  long  before  this.  Mr.  Baird  defended 
himself  in  a  most  gallant  manner;  after  discharging  his  piece,  he  presented  it  at 
the  officer  empty,  and  told  him  he  would  do  for  him,  if  he  did  not  stand  ofL  The 
officer  presented  his  pistol  at  him,  but  it  Hashed,  and  did  not  go  off.  Mr.  B.  then 
took  the  butt«i«nd  of  his  piece,  and  struck  a  private  on  the  left  thi^h,  whereupon  the 
sergeant  of  the  Hussars  fired  at  him  ;  Mr.  B.  then  threw  his  musket  from  him,  and 
seized  a  pike,  and,  while  the  sergeant  M'as  in  the  act  of  drawing  his  sword,  wounded 
'him  in  the  right  arm  and  side.  Before  this,  the  officer  was  wounded  in  the  right 
hand,  and  his  horse  also  was  wounded ;  yet  notwithstanding,  he  would  not  allow 
one  of  his  men  to  do  us  any  harm,  and  actually  kept  off,  with  his  own  sword,  some 
of  the  strokes  that  were  aimed  against  us.  One  of  the  Hussars  recognised  one  of 
our  party,  who,  he  said,  had  wounded  his  officer,  and  would  have  instantly  sabred 
him,  had  not  the  officer  speedily  interfered,  and  told  him  there  was  too  much  done 
already.  Although  my  enemy,  I  do  him  nothing  but  justice  by  saying,  that  he  is  a 
brave  and  generous  man ;  he  came  up  in  front  of  his  men,  and  I  am  truly  happy 
(but  surprised)  that  he  was  not  killed,  as  I  know  there  were  several  shots  fired  at 
him.  After  the  wounded  men,  and  those  who  tried  to  make  their  escape^  w«re  all 
brought  together,  we  were  taken  off  the  moor.  Mr.  B.  and  I  assisted  one  of  the  wound- 
ed men,  until  we  got  a  cart,  and  they  were  put  into  it ;  one  of  them  was  dreadfully 
wounded  in  the  head  I  think  in  four  places,  and  shot  through  his  arm.  Another 
old  man,  with  a  frightful  looking  wound  in  his  face,  so  much  so  that  his  jaw-bone 
was  seen  perfectly  distinct ;  and  the  third,  with  a  sabre  wound  on  his  head  ;  and  two 
or  more  left  on  the  field  for  dead  :  but  I  was  truly  happy  to  hear  afterwards  that  it 
was  not  so,  but  that  they  had  recovered  and  got  safe  off.  The  officer  of  the  Hussars 
asked  who  was  our  Captain  and  if  his  name  was  Bairdy  which  made  H  evident  that 
some  person  who  knew  him  had  given  them  information.  We  were  all  very  fatigued 
by  being  up  all  night,  and  having  got  no  victuals  but  what  is  before-mentioned, 
viz.,  a  penny  loaf  and  a  drink  of  porter,  we  made  application  to  the  officer  of  the 
Yeomanry  to  let  us  halt  and  get  a  drink  of  water ;  but  alas !  that  small  favour 
could  not  be  granted.  You  must  observe  that  the  officer  of  the  Hussars  ^vas  at  this 
time  absent,  getting  another  horse  as  his  was  so  wounded  that  it  could  carry  him  no 
farther ;  when  he  came  up  to  us,  he  granted  our  request  immediately.  After  we  ar. 
rived  at  Stirling,  we  were  all  put  into  one  room,  and  being  uncommonly  tired,  it  was 
not  long  before  the  most  of  us  buried  all  our  cares  in  a  sound  sleep,  having  previous- 
ly obtained  some  bread  and  water.  Mr.  Baird  and  I  went  to  bed  together,  but  he 
ivas  taken  away  from  us  shortly  after  and  put  into  a  dungeon,  and  had  al>out  four  or 
five  stones  of  irons  put  upon  him.  After  being  in  Stirling  Castle  a  day  or  two,  we 
were  all  examined,  and  on  being  asked  the  reason  why  1  was  in  arms,  I  told  them  I 
went  out  with  the  intention  to  recover  my  rights ;  they  then  asked  mc  what  rights 

I  wanted  ?     I  said,  Annual  Parliaments,  and  Election  by  Ballot.     Question What 

reason  had  you  to  expect  those  rights?    Answer— Because   /  think  Government 
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oughi  to  grant  whatever  the  majority  of  the  nation  requested,  and  if  they  had  paid 
attention  to  the  people's  lawful  petitions,  the  nation  would  not  have  heen  in 
the  state  that  it  at  present  was,  or  words  to  this  purpose;  but  this  last  part 
of  my  answer  they  did  not  think  proper  to  put  down;  when  I  told  them  so, 
they  looked  at  one  another,  but  said  nothing^.  A  number  of  other  questions  were 
put  to  me  which  are  not  worth  notice.  Concerning  our  proceedings  on  the  road, 
Sec.,  I  was  examined  time  after  time,  after  we  were  taken  to  Edinburgh  ;  and  eyer^ 
thing  that  took  pLice  on  the  road,  was  put  to  me  precisely  as  they  had  happened, 
which  at  once  let  me  to  understand  that  •  ■  *  •  had  told  all  that  was  transacted  ; 
he  had  made  no  less  than  fourteen  pages  of  a  declaration  before  we  left  Stirling,  be- 
sides what  he  gave  in  Edinburgh,  which  I  suppose  was  much  more.  I  knew  well 
that  he  told  all  he  could  concerning  me,  by  the  questions  asked  me  at  my  examina- 
tions; and  I  was  told,  by  a  soldier  on  sentry  in  the  new  jail,  that  one  of  us  had  turned 
King's  evidence,  and  well  I  knew  who  it  was ;  but  after  they  had  made  him  their 
tool,  and  got  all  they  wanted  out  of  him,  they  have,  to  all  appearance,  turned  him 
over  with  the  rest,  which  was  not  what  he  expected ;  for  he  told  since  he  came  to 
this  Castle,  a  few  days  before  our  trial,  that  Captain  Sibbald  was  to  get  him  work  in 
Edinburgh.  I  allow  that  we  were  very  justly  examined,  as  they  told  us  not  to  answer 
any  questions  but  as  we  choosed  ourselves  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  I  was  plied  with 
unwearied  importunity  by  Captain  Sibbald,  which  was  not  his  duty  to  do^  but  he 
might  as  well  have  saved  himself  the  trouble,  for  I  would  not  tell  him  a  word,'although 
he  foretold  me  my  fate ;  neither  did  I  in  my  declaration  but  what  passed  on  the  road, 
because  I  knew  it  was  all  told  before  they  asked  me.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
an  account  of  my  imprisonment,  but  shall  close  this  long  letter  with  a  few  observa- 
tions on  my  trial  aud  witnesses.  The  first  in  order  is  Mr.  Hardie  ;  it  is  not  at  all 
necessary  that  I  should  give  you  the  sum  of  his  evidence,  and  I  do  not  deny  prevent- 
ing him  from  taking  down  the  bill,  and  asking  his  authority  for  doing  so  ;  neither 
shall  I  mention  the  abusive  language  he  gave  to 'me,  nor  what  I  said  to  him.  But  as 
r  have  a  good  and  just  God  to  answer,  and  to  whom  I  must  give  an  account  of  all  my 
actions,  In  a  very  short  time,  I  hope  you  will  form  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  me 
than  to  think  I  would  tell  you  any  lies.  He  said  that  I  seized  him  by  the  collar  and 
drove  him  off  the  pavement  twice  ;  but  it  is  very  strange  that  J  mind  all  that  passed, 
and  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  doing  so,  aud  yet  two  other  witnesses  corrobo- 
rated his  evidence.  I  remember  perfectly  well  of  telling  Mr.  Stirling  that  I  knew  his 
principles,  and  that  he  was  taking  up  arms  against  those  f^om  whom  he  had  his 
bread,  or  words  to  that  effect  And  likewise  of  Mr.  Anderson,  that  he  had  said  in  a 
certain  house,  that  the  Radicals  were  going  to  plunder  and  divide  property,  &c.,  and 
that  he  was  supported  by  Crovemment,  or  perhaps  his  opinions  would  be  the  same 
as  mine.  But  driving  Mr.  Hardie  off  the  pavement  is  entirely  out  of  the  question  ; 
but,  according  to  his  own  statement,  there  were  about  thirty  persons  there,  and  I  trust 
same  of  them  will  have  in  their  remembrance  all  that  passed.  The  next  that  I  shall 
mention  is  Nicol  Hugh  Baird,  of  the  Kilsyth  Yeomanry  Cavaby,  who  actually  swore 
that  he  met  ten  or  twelve  of  us  on  the  road,  and  that  we  demanded  his  arms,  aud  he, 
in  return,  presented  his  pistol  at  us,  and  said  that  he  would  give  us  the  contents  of  it 
before  he  would  do  so.  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  what  could  tempt  this  coxcomb 
to  swear  such  a  notorious  lie  as  this, — to  face  and  frighten  ten  or  twelve  well-armed 
men  ;  he  is  worthy  of  being  classed  with  Sir  William  Wallace.  I  am  astonished  that, 
after  such  a  feat,  he  did  not  petition  the  oflScer  of  the  Hussars  to  fight  the  whole  of  us 
on  the  moor  himself;  but  he  had  done  enough  for  one  day.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter 
is  this,  we  never  saw  him  on  the  road  at  alL  He  had  got  notice  of  our  approach,  an  d 
potting  more  confidence  in  the  swiftness  of  his  horse  than  his  own  valour,  had  either 
turned,  or  hid  himself  until  we  had  passed ;  and  I  understand  that  there  are  about  twenty 
people  who  could  testify  that  he  did  not  pass  until  we  were  off  the  road  altogether. 
How  different  was  the  evidence  of  the  Hussar  from  this  Don  Quixote,  who  told  the 
truth,  and  stated  our  number  to  be  five  or  six  ;  yet  he  had  more  policy  than  to  offer 
to  attack  us,  and  very  prudently  capitulated  with  us,  and  told  us,  after  we  were  taken 

priaoneiB,  that  he  thought  we  were  a  set  of  d d  dangerous  looking  fellows ;  and 

yet  this  imaginary  hero,  t.  e.  the  Yeoman,  identified  me,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  as 
one  of  the  party  I  I  was  more  than  astonished  when  I  saw  him  come  forwai-d  and 
a«ert  such  falsehoods,  and  went  immediately  and  told  one  of  my  counsel  that  it  was 
altogether  lies.  I  saw  in  the  newspapers  (when  I  was  in  the  steam-boat  going  to 
Edinbnrgh)  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  battle,  stating  our  numbers  to  have  been 
about  100  ;  but  if  there  had  been  that  number,  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  should  not 
be  sitting  here,  this  day,  a  solitary  prisoner,  under  sentence  of  death.  But  the  truth 
ii^  there  were  only  twenty-four  or  twenty-six  of  us,  and  there  were  three  or  four  who 
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nerer  nme  forward  at  aU|  so  by  that  meati«  our  numbers  were  radaced  to  about 
twenty ;  and  although  those  men  had  come  fonvardy  they  would  have  been  of  little 
■enriGe,  as  1  believe  they  had  no  arms,  for  I  remember  there  were  two  or  three  without 
arms,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  these  that  did  not  come  forward.  The  nombei* 
of  the  Hussars  and  Yeomanry  Cavalry  were,  I  think,  according  to  the  officer's  own 
statement)  thirty-two ;  yet  they  found  some  difficulty  in  subduing  us.  The  paper 
gave  an  account  of  us  meeting  a  Yeoman  on  the  road,  and  likewise  the  Hussar ;  which 
made  me  think  that  the  gentleman  whom  we  first  met  had  been  him,  as  he  had  a 
tartan  cover  on,  and  saddle-bags ;  and  I  thought  that  he  might  have  been  armed  and 
in  regimentals,  although  unseen  to  us,  as  his  tartan  cloak  was  sufficient  to  conceal 
them  ;  yet  I  am  certain  it  was  not  so,  for  that  gentleman  was  a  Insty,  stout  man 
bot  the  Kilsyth  hero  was  quite  the  contrary  :  so  I  shall  now  leave  this  son  of  Mars. 
You  will  observe  that  I  promised  to  give  you  some  observations  on  my  trial,  but 
this  I  think  unnecessary,  as,  no  doubt,  it  will  be  handled  by  an  abler  pen  than  mine^ 
and  as  the  short  time  allowed  me  is  drawing  near  a  close,  and  as  I  have  matter  of 
much  greater  importance  to  take  up  my  attention,  I  shall  now  confine  myself  to  a 
few  observations.  You  will  be  curious,  no  doubt,  to  know  what  views  I  now  enter> 
tain  of  those  principles  which  induced  me  to  take  up  arms. 

<<  My  tuffering  Countrymen  /  as  J  am  within  view  of  being  hurried  into  the 
presence  of  my  Almighty  Judge,  I  remain  under  the  firm  conviction  that  /  die  a 
Martyr  in  the  Cause  of  Truth  and  Justice^  and  in  the  hope  that  you  wUl  toon  eue* 
ceed  in  the  Cause  which  I  took  up  arms  to  defend ;  and  I  protest,  as  a  dying  man, 
that  although  we  were  outwitted  and  betrayed,  it  was  done  with  a  good  intention  Otf 
my  part,  and  I  may  safely  speak  for  the  whole  of  those  that  are  here  in  the  Castle 
that  they  are  in  the  same  mind ;  I  have  had  several  interviews  with  them,  and  I  was 
happy  to  find  them  all  firm  to  the  cause.  I  intended  to  speak  at  some  length  on  the 
scaffold,  but  I  have  changed  my  opinion  on  that  point,  as  I  am  a  little  quick  in  the 
temper,  and  more  particularly  when  I  enter  upon  that  subject.  I  have  found  by  ex« 
perience,  when  I  entered  upon  politics  with  some  of  the  clergymen  who  visited  me, 
particularly  one  who  introduced  the  subject  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  tried  to 
point  out  the  fatal  effects  arising  from  it,  I  was  completely  nettled  at  this,  and  wav 
much  the  worse  of  his  visit,  as  it  took  me  some  pains  to  get  it  erased  ftom.  my  mind  : 
neither  do  F  think  it  proper  for  a  person  so  near  eternity  to  enter  upon  these  matters. 
However,  I  may  speak  a  few  wonla — Farewell!  my  suffering  countrymen:  may 
God  send  you  a  speedy  deliverance  from  your  oppressors,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 
yours,  &c.  <<Akd]iew  Hardie.** 

In  the  month  of  July,  Hardie  and  the  other  prisoners  were  tried  at 
Stirling,  for  treason,  by  a  special  commission.  The  first  thing  established 
against  him  was  forcibly  preventing  his  namesake,  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  from  tearing  down  the  placard  which  the  people  were  reading, 
and  which  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  had  been  posted  by  spies  and 
emissaries,  with  the  connivance  of  men  in  authority.  The  appearance 
of  the  prisoner  in  marching  order,  and  at  Bonnymuir,  completed  the 
ease  against  him.  Baird  was  tried  next  day.  Need  we  say  that  both 
were  found  guilty;  or  that  both  became  victims  of  the  spv  system^  that  on 
which  the  Edinburgh  meeting,  referred  to  above,  charged  the  Govern- 
ment with  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  people.  Poor  Hardie,  who  could 
not  have  dreamed  that  reading  a  placard,  of  whatever  nature,  was  sedi^ 
tion,  or  that  preventing  those  glowing  sentiments  of  liberty  from  being 
torn  down  by  an  unknown  individual,  was  treason,  in  his  dying  declarsu 
tion,  addressed  in  a  letter  to  his  friends,  which  bean  rather  hard  upon 
his  namesake's  testimony.  That  very  active  J.  P.  was  soon  afterwards, 
it  is  stated,  made  Superintendent  of  Police,  and  still  enjoys  a  good  office, 
which  may  afford  consolation  for  the  animadversions  of  the  deluded  vic- 
tim who  had  the  misfortune  accidentally  to  encounter  him  on  that  fatal 
Sunday  morning. 

Not  the  least  important  and  interesting  part  of  this  inquiry  and  exposi- 
tion refers  to  the  personal  character  of  these  betrayed  men.  Both  of  them 
were  of  the  most  respectable  order  of  intelligent  Scottish  artisans.  Andrew 
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Hardie  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  unmarried,  the  sor  of  a  widow^  and 
connected  with  a  wide  circle  of  virtuous  and  pious  friends  and  relations. 
Baird  lived  with  a  married  brother ;  and  we  have  seen  how  his  humble  fire, 
side  was  invaded^  the  peace  of  hia  family  destroyed,  and  his  life  forfeited 
by  aystematie  treachery,  because — and  this  is  the  head  and  front  of  his 
offending-^he,  in  common  with  tens  of  thousands  of  his  countrjrmen, 
wished  for  Reform  in  Parliament ;  perhaps  for  retrenchment,  universitl 
suffrage,  and  the  ballot,  objects  which  may  be  found  troublesome  to  many 
still,  but  which  will  scarcely  be  again  called  ''  Treasonable."  Infidelity 
and  moral  depravity,  the  worst  principles,  with  the  most  sanguinary  and 
detestable  purposes,  have,  ever  since  the  world  began,  been  charged 
against  all  political  and  religious  reformers.  What  a  monster  was 
Luther  I  what  an  incendiary  and  hypocrite  John  Knox  !  How  shall  we 
hope  for  better  fortune  to  the  Radical  or  the  Church  Reformers  of  the 
west  of  Scotland,  whose  infidelity  and  profligacy  have  been  stigmatized 
in  speeches,  essays,  and  even  in  sentimental  tales  innumerable !  Among 
the  worst  specimens  of  those  depraved  characters  whose  object  is  blood 
and  pillage,  we  might  expect  to  find  Baird  and  Uardie,  the  men  selected 
by  the  Crown  Lawyers  for  examples  of  the  just  severity  of  offended  law  ; 
and  refused  the  royal  mercy,  no  doubt,  from  the  wisest  and  pui  est  of 
motives.  The  letters  of  Andrew  Hardie,  the  young  radical  weaver, 
written  to  his  family  and  friends  during  the  period  of  his  imprisunnkent, 
and  after  his  sentence,  are  not  the  least  valuable  part  of  this  detection 
of  the  Spy  System.  They  are  a  complete  and  triumphant  answer  to  all 
the  vague  and  artful  charges  of  scheming  divines,  Tory  politicians,  and 
raving  sentimentalists,  who,  even  in  their  worst  paroxysms,  have  still 
some  instinctive  feeling  of  their  '^  whereabouts." 

Hardie's  first  letter  never  reached  his  friends.  His  second,  dated 
from  Edinburgh  Castle,  the  ^d  April,  addressed  to  his  *'  dear  mother, 
«i8ter,  and  brothers,"  contains  this  passage. 

**  1  have  a  Bible,  which  I  u^  with  atiention ;  a  good  bed  a&d  fire,  with  an'  allow. 
ance  of  a  shilling  alday  to  keep  me ;  and  for  these  favours  I  give  the  civil  authorities 
of  Edinburgh  my  sincere  thanks.  I  wrote  to  you  for  a  little  money,  which  I  knew 
you  could  ill  spare^  but  you  need  not  send  any,  for  the  allowance  I  hare  is  quite  suf- 
ficient. I  have  plenty  of  time  to  reflect  ypon  my  past  conduct,  which  1  hope  will  be 
foiigiven  me,  through  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  who  suffered  death  that  our 
sii&fi  might  be  forgiven  us.  I  know  that  you  will  be  concerned  about  my  unfortunate 
cituatien,  as  I  observed  in  my  first  letter,  but  I  hope  God  will  streugthen  your  hearts 
to  bear  with  patience  whatever  is  His  holy  will ;  as  for  me,  I  am  bearing  it  with  great 
fortitude.  I  sent  my  compliments  (in  my  first  letter)  to  Margaret  M^Keigh,*  and 
Mrs.  Coonell,  which  I  hope  you  have  delivered ;  you  will  be  so  kind  as  do  the  same 
again,  and  tell  Margaret  to  give  my  best  respects  to  her  brother  and  sister.  My  dear 
friends,  I  hope  you  will  not  delay  wriiing  to  me,  as  soon  as  this  comes  to  hand.  I 
have  been  in  great  anxiety,  day  afler  day,  to  hear  from  yon ;  1  expected  to  have  got 
a  few  lines  with  the  bundle  you  sent  me,  but,  to  my  great  disappointment,  there  was 
none.  Give  my  kind  complimoits  to  my  shopmates ;  I  know  they  will  miss  nie, — 
/  hope  they  will  take  care  of  my  poor  birdy  which  you  may  allow  to  remain  with 
them,  if  yon  please.  I  hope  you  have  got  a  journeyman  to  my  web.  Give  my 
kind  compliments  to  all  my  acquaintances,  and  uiy  comrade,  Walter.** 

In  a  letter  to  his  cousins  and  relations,  written  about  a  week  later,  he 
says,  after  some  earnest  reftections  upon  the  goodness  of  God  :— * 

^  I  eould  furaish  you  with  many  mere  proofs  of  my  belief,  which  I  shall  reserve 
fiir  some  other  time,  for  I  see  the  Umits  of  my  letter  will  not  contain  them.     My 


*  A  young  woman  to  whom  poor  Hardie  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 
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d«nr  Mendi,  I  cannot  refrain  from  sheddinf  tean  when  I  think  on  the  kiadnea  wliieli 
yott  bftT*  shown  to  me  in  my  hopelen  eitiution,  with  your  offer  to  adminiatcr  to  my 
wants ;  but,  thanlc  God,  I  have  none." 

After  some  trifling  personal  details^  he  gratefully  aeknowledgea  the 

kindneaa  of  the  colonel  and  officers  of  the  80th  regiment^  who  had  snp- 

plied  the  prisoners  with  a  change  of  linen^  and  adds^  '*  Give  my  oompti^ 

ments  to  my  grandfather  and  all  my  relations  and  acquaintance.     Give 

my  compliments  to  Margaret  M'Keigh ;  let  her  know  that  I  expect  a 

letter  from  her  shortly.    This  is  my  birth-day,  my  dear  friends ;  I  little 

expected  to  pass  it  as  a  prisoner  in  Edinburgh  castle^  or  any  where  else» 

I  am  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  this  5th  day  of  May.    I  will  take  it  ae 

a  particular  favour  if  any  of  my  friends  would  send  me  some  religioue 

books/'  &c.  Slc,  **  Dear  brothers  and  sisters^"  he  continues, ''  I  hope  yo« 

will  be  kind  to  your  and  my  afflicted  mother,  as  I  know  my  melancholy 

affair  will  sink  deep  in  her  tender  heart,  which  has  already  been  almost 

broke  by  the  loss  of  our  dear  father."    And  he  exhorts  his  relations  to  a 

**  sober,  honest,  industrious  life ;  serving  €k>d  with  all  your  heart  and  att 

your  strength,  and  loving  your  neighbour  as  yon  love  yourself.     Upon. 

these  hang  all  the  commandments ;"  and  continues,  "  Although  i  have 

done  nothing  in  my  past  life  that  merited  public  censure,  until  this  me* 

lancholy  catastrophe,  yet  I  have  come  far  short  of  the  love  of  God/' 

The  other  ringleader  in  the  '*  Radical  Rebellion,"    Baird,  wrote  to  his^ 

relatives  nearly  in  the  same  strain  of  piety  and  firmness.    Both,  like  aU 

the  prisoners,  were  kept  in  strict  and  solitary  confinement. 

The  prevalent  feeling  in  the  West,  that  the  condemned  men  had 
been  the  dupes  of  Tillany,  and  their  previous  good  character,  made 
many  gentlemen  interest  themselves,  after  their  sentence,  in  pro> 
curing  some  mitigation  of  their  punishment.  Among  these  were  Lord 
Keith,  Admiral  Fleming,  and,  to  his  honour  be  it  recorded.  Dr. 
Chalmers.  When  the  Dr.  was  waited  upon  with  the  petition,  by  the 
cousin  of  Hardie,  he  was  in  bed,  and  he  stated  that  he  (Dr.  Chalmers) 
was  expre99ly  enjoined  by  the  authorities  not  to  interfere.  Yet,  he  felt 
so  much  for  Hardie,  believing  he  '^  was  the  victim  of  designing  men, 
that  he  was  willing  to  do  any  thing  in  his  power  to  serve  him ;"  and  he 
got  up,  signed  the  petition  for  mercy,  and  appended  a  note  expressive 
of  his  knowledge  of  Hardie's  previous  good  character,  and  stating,  that, 
*'  in  this  case,  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  gained  best  by  mercy,  and  not 
by  punishment."  The  petition  was  signed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marshall,  and 
by  Drs.  Ewing  and  Wardlaw,  and  the  most  respectable  of  the  Dissenting 
clergy.  Mr.  Monteith,  the  Provost  of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  took,  how- 
ever, a  quite  different  view  of  the  case.  He  told  the  persons  who  waited 
upon  him  with  the  petition,  that  '^  Andrew  Hardie  justly  merited  his 
fate ;"  and  when  spies  were  mentioned,  he  *'  stormed  like  a  fury/'  The 
Home  Secretary,  Lord  Sidmouth,  was  quite  of  the  same  opinion.  That  a 
''  Conspiracy"  and  ''  Radical  Rebellion"  should  expire  without  one  victim, 
was  not  to  be  endured. 

As  Uardie's  end  drew  near,  his  letters  became  more  tender,  pious,  and 
affecting.  It  is  but  a  few  specimens  that  we  can  give  of  them,  but  these 
may  probably  lead  many  to  peruse  the  whole.  This,  addressed  to  "  my 
dear  mother  and  relations,"  is  part  o£  the  first  letter  which  followed 
his  trial  and  sentence  :-— 

<'  I  know  too  well,  that  all  my  feeble  efforts  will  not  ten4  to  ameliorate  your  grief 
fw  me  in  this  unfortunate  situation.  Too  well,  my  dear  friends,  do  I  know  your 
tender  hearts,  which  are  alive  to  every  fteling; — ^but  what  can  I  say  or  do  ?  I  may 
sit  here  and  write,  until  my  eyes  are  blind  with  tears,  which  at  present  are  flowing 
profusely,  not  for  my  own  sufferings,  or  what  I  am  to  8nffer,^thcse  do  not  give  me 
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much  txmam  ;  but  when  I  reflect  on  the  disoonaolaU  state  which^  I  hdbn  obaeired, 
yon  must  be  in,  that  alone,  my  dsar  friends,  is  all  that  I  am  concerned  about  in  this 
y^  y*L?  *°^'*  ^  >M»»My  pwMis  wh ■■rff  asaia mf  wilh QaA;  aad  I  bope  yon  will 
1IJ»  wsig^na^  whmwimmiB  »Ma  fni¥>  y—  asgyMt  imder  fry  dlnpimiaiMiH  iif  bis 
PliiiUhMHi  TMrtiymM>gwatgBni!iMw0»aBi^-.di»wcapaelHtiimlhMPtfaa»»»aei. 
Could  you  bare  tbou^t  tbat  I  was  sufficient  t»  withstand  saeh  a  shock,  wbish  at  once 
bunt  upon  me  like  an  earthquake,  and  buried  all  my  rain,  idle,  and  earthly  thoughti^ 
beneath  its  ruins,  and  left  me,  like  a  poor  shipwrecked  mariner,  on  this  bleak  shore, 
diis  land  of  disappointments  ?  I  am  sure  you  would  hate  thought  it  ivould  break  my 
iMart,  which,  you  know,  is  naturally  tender;  but  it  has  not  done  so;  I  am  as  flvm  as- 
m  rock,  and  this  at  once  shews  you  the  goodness  of  ditine  Providence  to  me.** 

To  biB  aged  grandfatber,  Hardie's  letter  la  deeply  affecting/  though 
he  throughout  exhibita  tite  uBshrinking  fiminesa  of  oonsciouB  innocence^ 
To  a  friend  he  say*—- 

**  I  hate  little  netrs  t9  gi?e  yon,  as  yo*  will  bate  beard  all  the  particnlafs  of  my 
trial,  ke,^  long  before  this  time,  and  that  more  explicitly  than  I  can  gite  it  yon.  I  riiall 
tberefore  sum  up  the  whole  In  a  tery  few  words :  if  I  hate  done  wrong,  certainly  I 
ought  to  siifier ;  and  if  not,  my  bloOd  will  retolte  on  their  own  head»  My  trial  and 
Bufferings  will  go  through  another  intestigathm  befere  a  tribunal  ten  thousand  times 
more  terriHe  than  that  hefbre  which  I  lately  stood.  You  would  likewise  hear  of  the 
Manner  Oat  my  poor  frail  body  is  to  be  mangled,  tlz.,  to  be  banged^  beheaded,  and 
quartered ;  but  this  is  not  all :  that  will  not  suffice, — my  remains  are  to  be  left  to  the 
disposal  of  his  Majesty.  But  what  matter  is  all  this  to  me.  Although  they  would 
take  my  bones  and  grind  them  into  powder,  ther6  shall  not  a  particle  of  them  be  loist, 
but  shall  be  gathered  together  again.  But  this  is  not  a  tery  pleasatit  subject,  add  of 
Kttle  importance.  I  shall  therelbre  leate  it,  and  gite  you  a  short  account  of  the  stat^ 
•f  my  health  and  mind  since  I  was  taken  prisoner.** 

The  next  extract  we  shall  gite^  is  peculiarly  interesting^  from  showinf 

what   Hardie,  looking  death  in  the  faoe,  tiioiight  of  his  own  situation^ 

and  the  canse  lor  which  he  suffered.     He  calls  It  h  kug  and  f^r6#(fU 

letter : — 

<<  As  I  am,**^  bo  continual,  <<  in  a  short  time,  to  fiUl  a  tictim  beneath  the  stroke  of 
the  tyrant,  for  seeking  those  rights  for  which  our  forefathers  bled,  and  for  which  I 
shall  lay  down  my  life  without  the  least  reluctance^  knowing  it  is  for  the  cause  of 
truth  asid  justice     I  hate  wronged  no  person,  I  hate  hurt  no  person ;  and  although  I 
hate  formerly  been  of  a  tery  easy  tempers  1  hless  Ood,  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men 
in  his  hand,  Aat  it  neter  entered  mine  to  hurt  my  fellow-GreatureSk   No  person  could 
bare  induced  me  to  take  up  arms  in  the  same  manner  to  rob  and  jUunder  ;  no,  my 
dear  friends,  I  took  them  up  for  the  good  of  my  euifering  country  ^  and  although  we 
wen  outwitted,  yet,  I  protest,  as  a  dying  man,  tbat  it  was  with  a  good  intention  on 
my  part.    Bui,  dear  friends^  it  becomes  me,  as  a  dying  Christian,  to  look  over  all 
these  matters  ;  which,  bless  God,  I  can  do  with  pleasure.     If  I  can*t  forgite  my  ene- 
mies, or  those  that  have  injured  me,  how  can  I  expect  my  blessed  Satiour  to  make 
intercession  fin-  me,  who  so  freely  forgate  his.    Eton  when  expiring  on  the  cross,  he 
prayed  ibr  hi*  enemies :   *■  Father,  forgite  them  ;  they  know  not  what  they  do/    I 
could  take  tbe  greatest  enemy  I  bote  into  my  bosoms  eten  the  peijured  Baird,  who^ 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  dod,  an4  a  large  assembly,  stained  and  imbrued  his  hands 
in  my  inwJCSBt  blood  \  eten  also  the  unrelenting  Hardie,     •••••• 

who  toluntarily  came  to  prote  my  ruin.  Yes^  my  friends,  my  earnest  prayer  to  God 
is,  that  he  may  forgive  them.  My  dear  friends,  I  again  hope  you  wUl  put  yourseltes 
to  as  little  coneem  about  me  as  possible.  It  becomes  us  to  submit  to  the  will  of 
God,  and  to  etcry  dispensBtkm  of  his  protidsnoe.  He  is  infinitely  pure.  He  can  do 
notUng  wrong.  He  chasteneth  whom  he  lotetb*  And  I  earnestly  hope  and  pray 
that  he  will  sanctify  this  dispensation  of  his  protidence  to  me  and  all  of  us,** 

Our  final  exhibition  of  the  black  generic  character  of  the  Scottish 
Radical  diall  be  given  in  the  letter  written  hy  poo#  Hardie  the  day 
before  his  execation,  to  her,  who,  he  had  fondly  hoped,  might,  in  a  fre^ 
country,  be  the  wedded  partner  of  a  long  futare  life  of  virtuous  indastry 
and  happiness  ;  nor  can  we  envy  the  feelings  of  any  one  who  shall  be  able 
to  read  unmoved  this  effusion  of  that  tenderness  which  animated  his 

heart's  last  pulses  r— 
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«  Stirling  Castle,  SepU  7>  1820. 

^  Mr  DEAR   AND  LOVING  MaROARET, 

<<  Before  this  arriTes  at  your  hand  I  will  be  made  immortal,  and  will  be,  I 
trust,  singing  praises  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  amongst  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  per- 
fect, through  the  atoning  blood  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  whose  all-«uffi- 
cient  merits  arc  more  infinitely  unbounded  than  even  all  the  sins  of  a  sinful  world— and 
he  is  able  and  willing  to  sare  to  the  uttermost  all  those  that  are  enabled  to  come  to  him 
by  faith  in  his  blo^>d.  What  consolation  does  this  render  to  me,  who,  while  writing 
this,  am  within  a  tew  short  hours  of  launching  into  an  eternity  where  I  am  not  afraid 
to  enter,  although  a  poor,  unworthy,  miserable  sinner,  and  not  worthy  of  the  least  of 
his  notice.  Yet  I  trust  he  will  put  on  His  unspotted  robe  of  righteousness,  and  pre- 
sent my  poor  and  unworthy  sonl  to  his  Father,  redeemed  with  his  most  precious 
blood.  Think,  my  dear  Margaret,  on  the  goodness  of  Almighty  God  to  me  in  the 
last  and  closing  period  of  my  life.  O  think  on  it,  and  draw  consolation  from  that 
source  from  whence  I  obtained  it,  anSl  from  whence  consolation  and  real  fortitude  can 
alone  be  obtained.  Could  you  have  thought  that  I  was  sufficient  to  withstand  such 
a  shock,  which  at  once  burst  upon  me  like  an  earthquake,  and  buried  all  my  vain 
earthly  hopes  beneath  its  ruins,  and  at  once  left  me  a  poor  shipwrecked  mariner  on 
this  bleak  shore,  and  separated  from  thee,  in  whom  all  my  hopes  were  centred  P  But, 
alas !  how  vain  are  all  the  earthly  tiopes  of  us  weak-sighted  mortals.  How  soon  are 
they  all  buried  in  oblivion  !  My  dear  Margaret,  put  yourself  to  no  concern  about 
me. — O  may  that  good  and  gracious  God  who  has  supported  me  so  peculiarly,  support 
you  also  in  every  gracious  dispensation  of  his  Providence  that  he  is  pleased  to  visit 
you  with.  O  that  he  may  send  his  ministering  angels  and  sooth  you  with  the  balm 
of  comfort.  O  may  they  approach  the  beauteous  mourner,  and  tell  you  that  your 
lover  lives — triumphs — Uves-^though  condemned,  lives  to  a  nobler  life.  My  dear 
Margaret,  1  hope  you  will  not  take  it  as  a  dishonour  that  your  unfortunate  loyer  died 
for  his  distressed,  wronged,  suflfering,  and  insulted  country.  No,  my  dear  Mai^aret, 
I  know  you  are  possessed  of  nobler  ideas  than  that ;  and  well  do  I  know  that  no  per- 
son of  feeling  or  humanity  will  insult  yon  with  it.— >I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  be  the  contrary.  I  shall  die  finn  to  the  cause  in  which  I  embarked ;  and, 
although  we  were  outwitted  and  betrayed,  yet  I  protest,  as  a  dying  man,  it  was  done 
with  a  good  intention  on  my  part  But  well  did  you  know  my  sentiments  on  that 
subject,  long  before  I  was  taken  prisoner.  No  person  could  have  induced  me  to  take 
np  arms  to  rob  or  plunder ;  no,  my  dear  Margaret,  I  took  them  for  the  restoration  of 
those  rights  for  which  our  forefathers  bled,  and  which  we  have  allowed  shameAilly  to 
be  wrested  fh>m  us.  But  I  trust  the  innocent  blood  which  will  be  shed  to-morrow,  in 
place  of  being  a  terror,  will  awaken  my  countrymen, — ^my  poor,  sufferini^,  country- 
men, from  that  lethargy  which  has  so  overclouded  them  !  But,  my  dear  Margaret, 
this  is  not  a  very  pleasing  subject  to  you,  so  I  vnll  leave  it,  and  direct  your  attention 
to  nuitters  of  more  importance— to  the  one  thing  needfuL  Recollect,  my  dear  Mar- 
garet [Here  follow  pious  injunctions  of  an  earnest  character,  and  then  the  writer 
proceeds.]  My  dear  Margaret,  I  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  laying  down  my  pen, 
as  this  will  have  to  go  out  immediately. 

^  Yon  will  give  my  dying  love  to  your  father  and  mother,  James  and  Agne&  Mrs. 
Connell,  and  Jean  Buchanan ;  and  I  exhort  yon  all  to  a  close  walk  with  God,  through 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  and  when  yon  have  fulfilled  a  course  of  life  agree- 
able to  his  word,  that  we  may  be  united  together  in  the  mansions  of  peace^  where  there 
is  no  sorrow. — Farewell — a  long  farewell  to  you  and  all  worldly  cares,  for  I  have 
done  with  them.  I  hope  you  will  call  frequently  on  my  distressed  and  afflicted 
mother.  At  the  expense  of  some  tears  I  destroyed  your  letters.  Again  farewell,  my 
dear  Margaret.  May  God  attend  you  still,  and  all  your  soul  with  consolation  fill,  is 
the  sincere  prayer  of  your  most  affectionate  and  constant  lover  while  on  earth, 

«  Andrew  Habihc.** 

There  must  be  many  who  have  felt  the  dying  Emmett's  allusion  to 
Sarah  Curran,  in  his  farewell  letter  to  her  brother,  a  thousand  times 
more  powerful  over  the  springs  of  genuine  human  feeling  than  all  the 
beauty  and  pathos  elaborated  by  the  pen  of  Washington  Irving,  in  re- 
lating the  story  of  their  ill-starred  loves.  We  are  not  ashamed  to  con- 
fess a  deeper  sympathy  with  "  the  simple  annals"  we  have  been  tracing. 
The  patriotism  of  the  young  Irishman  was  troubled  and  polluted  by 
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views  of  selfish  and  paltry  ambition.  The  single-minded  Scottish  Ra- 
dical, the  dupe  of  traitors,  and  of  his  own  trustful  and  generous  nature, 
stands  out  on  clear  and  high  ground.  £ven  those  who  least  approve  of 
his  designs,  must  acknowledge  that  he  fell  the  martyr  to  a  pure  and 
high-motived  love  of  liberty,  however  misdirected.  * 

Lengthened  as  our  extracts  have  been,  we  cannot  pass  in  utter  silence 
the  closing  scene  of  the  martyred  men : — 

*<  On  the  Wednesday  before  they  suflered,  amid  the  circle  of  hia  weeping  family 

an  aged  &ther  of  fburscoiey  three  sisters,  two  brothers^  two  biothers-in-law— John 
Baifd  detailed,  at  great  length,  and  with  the  utmost  simplicity,  calmness,  and  affec« 
tion,  his  feelings  and  his  hopes,  and  called  upon  them  to  give  thanks  to  God  on  his 
account,  and  instead  of  retyming  to  mourn  for  his  death  in  the  hosom  of  their  respec- 
tive homes,  to  assemble  their  friends  around  them,  and  declare  what  God  the  Lord 
had  done  for  his  soul.  He  then  gave  them  many  useful  admonition^  as  his  last  fare- 
well advice.  Upon  those  of  his  relations  who  had  children,  he  pressed  the  necessity 
of  good  example  to  their  oflbpring,  requesting  them  all  to  live  so  as  to  be  ready  to  die, 
as  they  knew  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh.  While 
every  one  besides  was  dissolved  in  tears,  he  himself  was  firm  and  unruffled,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  in  the  softest  and  most  soothing  tone  and  manner.  One  idea  alone 
seemed  for  the  moment  to  overpower  him.  His  aged  fiither,  whom  he  had  not  seen 
till  now,  since  the  day  he  was  taken  prisoner,  was  seated  near  him ;  he  took  out  his 
snuff-box,  which  was  a  handsome  horn  mounted  ivith  silver,  and  put  it  into  his  trem- 
bling &ther*s  handfl^  saying,  **  Let  me  offer  you  this ;  you  will,  perhaps,  look  at  it 
when  you  cannot  look  at  me.**  He  parted  with  them  with  the  greatest  composure, 
in  the  mutual  hopes  of  meeting,  though  not  here,  in  a  happier  state.** 

Their  last  night  on  earth  was  spent  in  prayer  and  praise^  with  inter- 
vals of  conversation  with  their  friends,  in  which  they  maintained  the 
utmost  composure  and  firmness.  After  a  short  season  of  repose,  they 
recommenced  the  exercises  of  devotion,  and  after  singing  a  hymn,  Baird 

^  Read  from  the  20th  verse  uf  the  15th  chapter  of  1st  Cor.  to  the  end.  Then  he 
engaged  in  an  agony  of  prayc^r  to  God,  the  hurden  of  which  was,  that  He  would 
strengthen  their  faith,  and  stand  by  them  at  the  trying  hour.  This  was,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  most  powerful,  comprehensive^  and  affecting  prayers  that  ever  was  offered 
op.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Watson,  from  Edinburgh,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bruce,  and  Ors. 
Wright  and  Small,  had  entered  the  prison  during  these  exercises ;  but,  in  this  prayer, 
they  were  all  in  tears.  About  one  o*clock,  they  requested  to  be  allowed  to  take  fare- 
well of  the  others  who  were  taken  prisoners  along  with  them,  which  was  also 
readily  granted.  And  here  a  most  interesting  scene  ensued.  Eighteen  or  twenty  youths 
grouped  around  the  window  of  their  cell,  the  upper  sash  of  which  was  thrown  doivn, 
as  the  under  was  on  a  level  with  the  ground.** 

"  Prom  this  window,  both  Hardie  and  Baird  addressed  their  companions*  in  the 
most  affectionate  and  endearing,  yet,  in  the  most  dignified  style.  They  begged  them 
to  remember,  that  though  they  were  suffering,  that  they  were  not  evil-doert;  that  the 
eatue/ar  which  they  suffered  would  sooner  or  later  prevail,  and  that  some  little,  per- 
haps, depended  upon  the  propriety  of  their  conduct.  After  these  addresses  were  finished, 
they  individoaUy  embraced  each  other,  and  took  a  most  affecting  farewell ;  the  boys 
Johnson  and  White  were  particularly  affected,  and  clung  to  Hardie  until  they  were 
ordered  away  to  their  cells.'* 

We  cannot  inflict  upon  our  readers  the  painful  description  of  the  execu- 
tion. After  the  hangman  had  done  his  office,  and  life  was  extinct,  the  bru- 
tal functions  of  the  headsman  were  called  into  exercise.  The  person  who 
ofliciated  was  disguised,  and  had  his  face  covered  with  black  crape.  He  was 
said  to  be  a  nvedical  student,  or  surgeon  from  Glasgow,  who  was  employed 
to  consummate  this  tragedy.  But  this  passed  thirtebn  years  since! — and 
a  monument  was  last  year  erected  to  the  memory  op  Hardie  and  Baird, 
of  which  the  site  is  the  spot  where,  in  1816,  40,000  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Glasgow  met  to  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  and  reform  in  the 


These  lads  were  sentenced  to  transportation. 
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national  represealation.  Their  history  is  not  without  its  moral  and  its 
lesson.  While  it  unfolds  the  manifold  iniquities,  and  (^uelty  of  the  Tory 
policy^  it  teaehes  the  friends  of  freedom  to  seek  their  sacred  objects  by 
tliose  deliberate  and  firm,  but  peaceful,  open,  and  lawful  means  whidi 
effectually  baffle  the  designs  oi  spies,  and  of  the  yet  baser  creatures,  in 
whatever  rank,  who  would  stoop  to  accomplish  their  foul  ends,  by  means 
more  foul.  Were  the  Tories  restored  in  all  their  supremacy  to-morrov,  itia 
scarcely  possible  that  they  could  again  practise  upon  the  people  after  the  old 
fashion  of  Bonii3rmuir.  The  discovery  of  gunpowder  placed  an  immense 
power  in  the  hands  of  tyrants  and  evil  rulers ;  but  it  is  nothing*  to  that 
mere  majestic  power,  developed  in  our  time,  the  omnipotent  power  ef 
reason  and  of  justice^  manifested  in — PEACEFinL  resistance  ! 


song: 

THE  BONN  IB  BRAES  OP  SCOTLAKB. 

BY  aOSKBT  4UJLril.XiAK. 

0 1  tlM  boonie  hnm  sf  Scotland,  my  blflitiiigi  sn  them  a' ; 
May  love  be  found  in  ilka  oot,  and  joy  ia  ilks  ha* ! 
Whaare*er  a  bield,  bowaver  laigh,  by  bum  or  brae  appears, 
Be  there  the  g^ladeome  smile  o^  jvuihy  an*  dSfnity  of  years  I 

0 1  the  bonnie  braes  of  Scotland,  sae  blooming  and  sac  fidr, 
Ther«*8  mony  a  bsme  •*  kindness  and  cootbie  dwallin  there ! 
And  BMlr  o*  warldly  happinces  than  folk  wad  seem  to  ken ; 
For  contentment  in  the  heart  make  the  canty  but  and  ben. 

01  wha  wad  grasp  at  fame^  or  power,  or  walth  seek  to  obtain, 
Be*t  *maaf  tbe  busy  scenee^^*  life,  or  on  the  stormy  main  P 
When  the  shepherd  on  his  faiU,  or  the  peasant  at  bia  plew, 
Finds  sic  a  share  o*  happiness,  wT  nnoo  sma*  adob 

The  wind  may  whisfle  kmd  and  caold,  and  sleety  blasts  may  blaw, 
Or,  swirlin*  round  in  whitening  wreaths,  may  drift  the  wintry  snaw; 
But  the  gleamin*  sUr  comes  bUukin*  aiwe  he  maist  does  ken. 
And  his  wifls*8  dbsedu*  snUe  aak*s  a  canty  but  an*  hen  1 

O !  the  bonnie  braes  of  Scotland  to  my  remembrance  bring 
The  lang,  )aag  simmer  sunny  day,  when  life  was  in  its  spring, 
When,  %iang  the  wild  flowers  wandering,  the  hi4»py  honrs  went  by; 
The  ftitose  wak*ning  no*  a  liMr,  nor  yet  the  past  a  sigh ! 


O  1  the  bonais  braes  of  SootUnd,  hame  o"  the  fair  and  £rae  !— 
And  hame,  it  is  a  kindly  word*  whaarB*^  that  hame  may  be — 
My  weary  steps  I*d  lain  retrace  back  to  Che  auany  days. 
When  ytmOM  hSHrts  tegitlMr  joy'd  'sung  ScetlsmTs  bonnie  boat! 
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A  STAG  HUNT  AT  KILLARN£Y. 

Thjb  day  was  beautiful,  tiie  aiists  were  liainf  slowly  but  gradually  up 
ike  sides  of  the  mountains,  and  every  thing  promised  enjo}inent.  We 
hurried  down  to  Rose,  where  several  boats  were  in  the  bustle  of  depaiL 
tare.  Care^  packages,  baskets^  and  boatmen,  were  intermixed ;  and  the 
latter  swore  and  made  noise  enough  for  all  together.  Our  party,  eight 
in  number,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  were  at  last  safely  embarked.  '*  Take 
care.  Ma'am,  your  cloak  is  on  fire,"  said  a  boatman  te  Mrs.  L—, — . 
"  Dear  me,"  exclaimed  she,  in  the  utmost  consternation,  pulling  the 
skirt  of  her  pelisse  out  of  the  water,  "  How's  that  ? — on  fire  ?"  "  Ok, 
yes.  Ma'am;  this  lake  burns  clothes."  The  perplexity  which  this  ex. 
planation  caused  for  a  moment,  and  which  was  pictured  in  Mrs.  L  ■  's 
face,  excited  a  laugh  at  the  saUy  of  Killamey  wit. 

As  few  of  our  party  had  ever  seen  a  red  deer,  much  less  a  stag  hunt, 
(they  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  learn  something  about  the  nature  of 
the  animal,  and  the  mode  of  hunting  him.    Fortunately,  for  the  gratifi. 
cation  of  their  very  laudable  curiosity,  a  gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
iubits  of  the  deer,  had  been  that  morning  too  late  at  lloas  to  overtake 
ids  friends^  and  being  slightly  known  to  some  of  us,  had  accepted  a  pas- 
sage in  our  boat.   The  informatM>n  he  gave  was  somewhat  to  this  effect : 
"  The  stag,  when  full-grown,  is  about  the  size  of  a  rather  small  mule, 
with  a  less  bulky  body,  much  smaller  and  more  graceful  limbs ;  and  as  to 
muscular  force,  there  is  no  comparison  between  them.    The  enormous 
leap  that  a  stag  will  make,  headlong  from  one  rock  to  another,  and  the 
steadiness  with  which  he  keeps  his  position  after  such  a  spring,  proves 
the  great  strength  and  elasticity  of  his  structure.    It  is  in  his  neck, 
however,  that  the  largest  mass  of  muscle  is  placed.    This  g^ves  that 
part  its  peculiar  and  somewhat  ungainly  appearance,  but  at  the  same 
time  amply  compensates  for  the  defect  by  the  quantity  of  power  it  con- 
centrates in  the  very  place  where  it  is  most  required  for  the  safety  of 
the  animal.    As  to  the  courage  of  the  stag,  every  one  knows  it  is  of 
that  kind  which  is  never  exerted  until  the  last  moment  of  danger  ar- 
rives.   On  some  occasions,  indeed,  he  may  be  irritated  so  as  to  become 
the  assailant ;  and  on  one  of  these  he  is  really  formidable.    An  anecdote 
er  two  will  set  this  in  a  clearer  light  than  any  general  remark. 
"  About  eight  years  ago,  Mr.  O'ConneU  took  a  very  fine  stag  on  Tomies, 
and  had  him  conveyed  to  that  white  house — ^that  on  the  gentle  slope,— 
with  the  intention  of  hunting  him  on  the  great  day  of  Bt.  Patrick.    Dur- 
ing the  intermediate  time,  the  stag  was  fed  on  sheaf-oats,  ivy  and  holly 
leaves.    Confinement  seemed  to  hove  diminished  his  appetite  very  little, 
but   it  brought  to  light  an  extremely  severe  lameness  in  the  right 
shoulder.    This  was  afterwards  found  to  have  been  caused  by  a  musket 
shot,  and  the  ball  was  actually  taken  out  of  the  limb.    It  is  curious  that, 
during  the  chase  which  ended  in  his  capture,  no  signs  of  lameness  were 
visible.     Nature,  it  seems,  had,  after  her  own  way,  cured  the  wound, 
but  violent  exertion  and  the  subsequent  confinement,  irritated  it  anew. 
At  length  Patrick's  day  arrived,  and  with  it,  from  all  quarters  of  the 
country,  multitudes  of  every  elaas :  of  course  there  was  a  splendid  field. 
On  the  right  of  the  house  were  drawn  up  in  a  mass,  carriages,  gigs,  cars, 
apd  vehicles,  of  which  the  names  would  puzsle  Long  Acre,— all  nearly 
(Uled  with  ladies.    From  the  extremity  of  this,  ran  a  long  triple  line  of 
meny  designed  to  prevent  the  stag  from  turning  direct  to  his  old  moun- 
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taina^  and  so  spoiling  all  the  sport  of  the  day.  The  other  side  of  the 
country  was  intentionally  left  open  to  him ;  but  very  few  had  a  notion  thai 
any  thing  more  was  required  to  change  his  course  than  the  single  appear, 
ance  of  a  man^  or  at  most  a  shout^  and  the  waving  of  a  stick.  The  prepara- 
tions being  made,  the  door  was  thrown  open^  and  some  one  attempted 
to  drive  out  the  stag :  of  which  the  immediate  consequence  was,  that  he 
put  himself  at  bay,  and  seemed  plainly  determined  to  hold  his  domicile 
vi  et  armis.  After  various  fruitless  efforts  to  dislodge  him,  a  rope  was 
at  length  thrown  over  his  antlers :  six  strong  men,  Mr.  O'Connell  and 
Mr,  O'Sullivan  among  them,— -seized  it,  and  pulled  him  out  by  main 
force.  As  soon  as  they  had  got  him  fairly  beyond  the  threshold,  'those 
who  knew  the  animal's  disposition  instantly  turned  tail,  and  fled,  until 
a  pair  of  strong  gates  and  a  high  wall  were  placed  between  themselvea 
and  their  antagonist.  One  man  only  continued  to  hold  the  end  of  the 
rope.  It  was  now  the  rage,  the  malignity,  and  strength  of  the  stag  were 
discovered.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  that  if  the  extreme  weakness 
of  his  fore-leg  had  not  disabled  him  so  much  that  a  man  by  ordinary 
■running  might  outstrip  him,  (for  at  almost  every  step  the  poor  brute 
fell,)  that  several  lives  would  have  been  lost.  He  reared  upright,  on  his 
hind-legs,  (and  you  might  see,  at  the  time,  yellow  muscles,  of  the  thick . 
ness  of  a  man's  arm,  start  up  along  the  wh<de  length  of  his  back,)  and 
rushed  wherever  he  saw  u  living  being.  In  one  of  those  attempts  he 
reached  within  two  yards  of  the  mass  of  carriages :  the  terrors  of 
ladies,  the  affright  of  iiorses,  and  the  clash  of  the  various  vehides,  of 
themselves  promised  a  scene ;  when  he  luckily  fell,  and  was  thus  diverted 
by  a  new  object.  The  man  holding  the  rope,  who  all  this  time  had  re- 
mained stupified  on  the  field,  caught  his  view :  he  rushed  at  him, 
knocked  him  down,  and  made  a  gash  with  the  antier  at  him.  I  saw  the 
man  afterwards.  His  coat,  waistcoat,  and  shirt  were  torn ;  and  the 
flesh  grazed  in  a  long  line  up  the  belly  and  breast.  The  wound,  he  said, 
did  not  heal  for  several  months.  But  he  would  have  been  killed  had 
not  the  crowd,  encouraged  by  his  danger,  attacked  the  stag.  The  latter 
turned  at  once  upon  them, — scattered  them  in  all  directions,*^ran  next 
to  the  formidable  triple  line  of  men,— drove  them  like  sheep  before  him, 
— struck  a  horse,— overturned  him ;  and  being  completely  master  of  the 
field,  directed  his  course  towards  the  lake.  It  is  unnecessary  to  follow 
him  farther. 

There  was  another  stag  reared  as  a  pet,  by  a  gentleman  in  this  neigh, 
bourheod.  He  grew  to  g^eat  size  and  strength,  and  became  the  plague 
of  the  surrounding  country.  No  fence  could  save  a  corn  or  potato  field 
from  his  ravages ;  and  even  when  discovered  at  the  first  dawn,  it  was 
only  by  much  persuasion  he  could  be  induced  to  quit  it.  To  women  he 
had  a  most  decided  antipathy.  The  moment  he  descried  one  at  any  dis- 
tance he  gave  chase,  and  the  population  of  an  entire  farm  was  required 
to  save  her  from  his  fury.  Another  habit  made  the  gudemves  regard 
him  with  scarce  less  abhorrence.  He  took  a  singular  pleasure  in  collect- 
ing, in  his  rambles,  all  the  clothes,  thread,  sheets,  blankets,  &c.  he  could 
find  dr3ring  on  the  fields ;  and  tossing  these  about  with  his  antlers,  he 
made,  as  he  thought,  a  magnificent  figure  to  the  country.  At  length  his 
mischievousness  and  ferocity  increased  to  such  a  degree,  (for  if  he  hap. 
pened  to  be  brought  by  any  accident  into  close  contact  even  with  those 
he  knew  best,  he  at  once  attacked  them  with  extreme  malignity,)  that 
his  master  had  a  heavy  weight  slung  from  his  antlers.  The  rope  was  so 
long  as  to  allow  the  weight  to  trail  along  the  ground.     This  was  a  con- 
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Mderable  check  upon  his  movements^  aad  one  time  brought  him  into  » 
■eriotts  scrape. 

Upon  a  beautiful  day  in  springs  he  crossed  the  Laune^  with  the  side- 
line, as  it  was  called^  attached  to  him ;  and,  according  to  his  old  cus* 
torn,  began  to  collect  all  the  clothes  that  came  in  his  way.  Of  blankets 
he  had  soon  enough  for  a  whole  tribe  of  Indians :  the  quantity  of  thread 
on  his  antlers  looked  like  the  tail  of  a  comet :  sheets,  coats,  shirts 
•rose  over  one  another  in  a  huge  pile,  which  was  ultimately  surmounted 
by  a  picturesque  red  petticoat,  until  he  looked  like  Monmouth  Street 
making  the  grand  tour,  or  '  the  remnant  of  Israel'  setting  out  for  the 
Holy  Land.  On  he  went,  tossing  his  head,  looking  proudly  to  all  points 
of  the  horizon,  and  glorifjring  himself  upon  the  new  order  of  architec* 
ture  he  had  raised ;  while  the  wives  and  children  of  the  parish  gazed  with 
dismay  on  his  progress.  On  a  sudden  he  stopped  short,  listened  for  a 
second  or  two,  and  then  precipitately  turned  round.  At  the  same  time 
feeling,  no  doubt,  the  emptiness  of  all  earthly  honours,  he  began,  in  good 
reality,  to  disencumber  himself  of  his  finery.  In  a  few  moments  a  8oli« 
iary  cry  of  a  hound  came  upon  the  gale — another  and  another  soon  fol. 
lowed ;  and,  immediately  after,  the  whole  open-mouthed  chase  was  on 
his  trail.  His  fine  ear  had  caught  the  sounds  before  any  of  the  country, 
people  heard  them  ;  and,  thinking  it  quite  a  serious  matter,  he  ran  for 
home  with  all  his  speed.  Notwithstanding  the  great  weight  of  the  side- 
line, he  reached  the  nearest  bank  of  the  river  before  the  dogs  overtook 
him.  In  he  plunged ;  and  in  plunged,  despite  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
huntsmen  to  restrain  them,  the  whole  pack.  They  caught  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  river;  but  he  turned  round  and  made  desperate  battle. 
Cots,  boats,  and  men  put  off  to  his  assistance  ;-^nothing,  however,  could 
save  him  from  losing  sundry  pounds  and  half  pounds  of  venison.  At  the 
same  time,  three  or  four  dogs  floating  down  the  stream,  and  about  dou* 
ble  that  number,  moaning  and  struggling  towards  the  bank,  proved  how 
stoutly  he  had  contended  for  the  monopoly  of  his  own  body.  At  length 
be  was  safely  landed.  In  a  few  weeks  his  wounds  healed ;  and  all  his 
old  habits  returned,  but  with  one  exception — ^he  never  after  crossed  the 
river. 

Having  arrived  at  the  place  fixed  for  the  hunt,  we  found  an  immense 
number  of  boats  assembled  there,  and  some  containing  very  lovely  wo. 
men.  Of  them  I  am  not  just  at  present  preparing  to  give  you  a  for- 
midable description,  as  it  might  cost  Mrs.  Jamieson  and  the  world  ano. 
ther  volume ;  but  a  few  words  upon  the  locality  will  be  necessary.  The 
mountains  there  sweep  outward  in  a  semicircle;  the  horns  of  which  are 
formed,  on  one  side,  by  the  Eagle's  Nest  with  all  its  thunders ;  and  on  the 
other,  by  the  southern  peak  of  Glennd,  with  its  less  loud,  but  perhaps 
sweeter  echoes.  In  front  of  the  mountains,  and  separated  from  them  by 
several  wooded,  and  (as  I  can  aver)  most  perplexing  ravines,  stands  a 
blunt  smooth  hill,  affording  on  its  summit  a  clear  platform.  Nearer 
still,  and  divided  from  the  latter  by  a  number^of  the  same  cursed  water. 
cuts,  are  two  or  three  little  hillocks.  Between  those  and  the  lake  lies 
a  bog,*  of  which,  perhaps,  more  hereafter.    The  mountains  themselves 

*  A  ft«quent  question  put  to  those  who  hare  been  at  Killamey  is,  ^^  Can  hones  fol- 
low a  stag  hunt?**  For  the  benefit  of  all  questioners  in  such  a  ludicrous  position,  we 
answer,  « If  a  horse  could  gallop  up  a  perpendicular  precipice,— down  he  might, — or 
force  his  way  through  an  impassable  thicket,  growing  out  of  a  cayemous  ridge  of 
rugged  rocks,  rugged  as  any  Hyrcaniau  bear  in  the  world,  or  skim  a  moor  that  would 
**  bog  a  snipe^**  the  thing  were  possible.    The  only  steed  equal  to  this  is  Rob  Mont« 
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•re  «ftiAie4  by  tluit  infeenrnxture  of  grandeur  and  beauty,  tbat  blending 
of  opposite  elements,  that  union  of  the  terrible  and  the  placid,  of  pred« 
plcie  and  wood,  rugged  rock,  smooth  sward,  and  wild  ravine,  which  form 
the  raal  cham  of  the  moat  romantic  seenery  in  the  world.  There  are 
places,  of  course,  infinitely  more  sublime.  I  have  myself  seen  some  more 
purely  beautiful :  but  for  the  artful  combination  of  both  in  a  ungle  view, 
Xhere  is  no  place  approaches  Killarney.  It  produces  a  distinct  peculiar 
leeUng  in  the  mind.*  Aa  to  the  oovnty  Wicklow,  which  is  so  often  com. 
pared  with  it,  there  is  the  sasM  dilMrence  between  them  that  exists  be- 
tween Perry  and  Champagne. 

The  time  for  commencing  the  hmii  waa  new  arrived.  Accordingly 
aU  the  parties  left  the  boats,  and  ware  with  delightful  trouble  safely  con. 
?eyed  to  some  low,  round,  pretty  hills,  at  a  short  distance  firom  the  lake. 
A  shot  waa  the  signal  for  laying  on  the  houndsL  The  uaiiAL  course  pur- 
sued  on  occasions  similar  to  the  present  is  thto:  Several  men  are  enu 
ployed  to  find  a  stag  and  watch  him  to  his  lair.  Thii^  if  undisturbed, 
he  continues  to  occupy  a  long  time ;  and  as  he  never  quits  it  but  at  night, 
he  is  almost  sure  to  be  found  there  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  hunt.  As 
SfM«  as  this  has  arrived,  large  numbers  of  them  are  employed  to  fill  the 
welLknown  passes  leading  up  the  mountains,  and  thence  to  distant 
wilds,  in  which  ''  the  antlered  monarch"  might  defy  the  diase.  The 
^eat  object  of  the  hunt  is  to  drive  him  into  the  water,  while  At*  first 
burst  is  iovarialdy  for  the  mountains.  The  moment  the  men  on  the 
passes  see  him  approach,  they  endeavour,  by  shouts  and  threats,  to  tura 
him  back.  In  this  they  are  successful,  should  they  happen  to  descry 
him  at  a  considerable  distance ;  but  should  he,  by  any  chance,  come  upon 
them  suddenly,  his  blood  is  up,  and  if  there  were  fifty  men,  he'd  break 
through  them.  The  shouting  of  the  men  has,  accordingly,  a  strong  in- 
terest, as  it  always  announces  ^^  a  view." 

It  seemed,  after  all,  that  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  The 
news  rapidly  circulated  that  the  stag  had  left  his  lair  the  preceding 
night  without  notice ;  and,  as  it  was  deemed  unlikely  that  there  could  be 
a  hunt  without  him,  every  countenance  looked  as  blank  as  the  bog  be- 
fore us.  Some  moved  over  to  where  Mr.  O'ConneUf  stood,  in  the  midt 
die  of  his  staff ;  but  brought  no  more  cheering  intelligence  than  this, 
that  they  must  trust  to  chance  and  the  dogs  for  a  deer.  Even  this 
weak  hope  was  blighted  when  a  half  hour  had  passed  away,  and  no 
stag  seemed  willing  to  come  forth  and  "  die"  for  the  amusement  of  so 
many  anxious  persons.  But  the  darkest  hour  is  that  before  the  dawn. 
The  gentleman  alluded  to  before,  seeing  a  huge  mountaineer  named 
Grady,  and  of  distinguished  skill  in  deer-stalking,  about  to  plunge  into 


fomery*!  Pegasus,  which,  after  galloping  two  or  three  thMmnd  milee  along  the ''  Ap- 
piaa  Way**  to  Pandfimimium,  (which  has  been  Macadamtaed  by  Death— not  the  Com. 
xnon-Cooncilman  of  London,  ai  v%d§  MilUm^s  TiealiBe  on  lafemal  Roads,  but  the  other,) 
thinks  nothing  of  taking  a  profoond  canter  into  Chaos  on  either  side,  in  order  Co  re- 
create himself  and  his  rider. 

*  It  is  not  meant  to  be  asserted  that  there  an  not  much  finer  views  than  the 
place  just  described  affords  to  be  found  in  Killarney.  The  obserrations  on  the  pe- 
4ailiar  charm  of  the  scenery  are  quite  general ;  though  it  may  be  remarked  that  thoae 
Tery  mountains  formed  part  of  the  back-ground  of  the  scene  which  Scott  is  said 
to  haye  preferred  to  any  other  at  Killarney. 

•f  Not  the  great  agitator,  but  his  brother — John  0*Connell  of  GreD8'--a  gentleman 
possessing  much  of  the  strong  understanding  and  warm  qualities  of  the  member  for 
Dublin  \  but  enthusiastically  devoted  to  field  sports  and  a  country  life. 
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the  woods,  askad  me  to  join  him.  Of  courae  my  consent  was  not 
wanting.  The  mountaineer  had  a  very  strange  sort  of  buckhound 
with  him — no  other,  viz.,  than  a  surly-looking  bull-rbitch,  from  whick 
I  didn't  augur  much  success.  Were  the  ol^ect  to  piu  a  bull  to  the 
earth,  we  seemed  not  badly  furnished ;  but  te  rouse  a  atag  the  sp* 
pliances  seemed  odd  enough.  On  I  went,  meditating  upon  the  curious 
ways  our  Milesian  friends  take  to  effect  their  purposes,  when  I  was 

moused  by  the  mountaineer's  suddenly  exclaiming  "  By there's 

something  here  I"    I  looked  up.    The  bull-bitch  was  in  great  agitation* 
snuffing,  and  shaking  her  head,  as  if  offended  by  the  xankaess  of  the 
odours  she  drew  in,  and  yet  unable  to  quit  them.    We  were  in  one  of 
several  dense  thickets.    ^'  I  tell  you,"  said  the  mountaineer,  "  he  isn't 
far  away.    Have  you  him,  Juno  ?"    Juno,  after  taking  from  the  grass  « 
few  more  asenranees  that  she  was  not  deceived,  dushed  into  the  thicket 
before  us.    We  heard  a  stifled  bark  or  two — ^then  a  loud  rush — and  out 
bounded  a  kingly  stag,  puffing  and  snorting  with  rage,  and  tossing  his 
head  to  get  rid  of  a  large  branchy  which  he  had  torn  from  a  holly  in  his 
^^assage.    Oh,  the  rage  he  was  in  !    How  his  eyes  flashed  fire !    With 
what  indignation  he  looked  round  for  a  moment  to  see  the  intruder 
on  his  dignity  !    That  question  was  soon  answered.    Juno  sprung  out 
almost  at  his  heels.    Grady,  putting  his  hand  into  his  ear,  poured  from 
the  bottom  of  his  chest — which,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  ended 
somewhere  in  Tartarus — a  shout  that  made  the  mountains  ring  again — - 
end  another,  and  another.    In  two  minutes  the  dogs,  with  the  short, 
sharp  cry  of  impatience,  rushed  out  to  us  from  the  woods»  and  hurried 
along  in  full  career.    'They  soon  found,  however,  that  this  was  not  the 
right  path.    Sweeping  instantly  round,  and  catching  the  full  scent,  they 
threw  up  their  heads  to  the  sky,  and  swept  away  like  a  pack  of  devils 
on  the  chaoe.   The  stag,  full  of  strength  and  rage,  dashed  up  the  ravine 
between  the  hill  and  the  mountains ;  and  emerging  from  this,  led  right 
up  the  side  of  the  latter,  intending  to  plunge  into  the  inaccessible  wilds 
of  the  Gap,  or  even  Glencare.  After  the  first  glorious  burst,  the  melody 
of  the  hounds  came  to  us  interruptedly,  sometimes  with  weaker,  8ome» 
times  with  fuller  effect,  according  as  their  course  lay  through  the  woods,, 
or  along  open  ground.    If  they  plunged  into  the  bottom  of  a  deep  glen 
it  was  entirely  lost ;  on  the  other  hand,  when  they  emerged  into  air,  it 
filled  the  sky,  as  if  the  whole  ehaee  had  changed  its  direction,  and  was 
nmning^  open-mouthed,  lor  the  hiU  en  which  we  stood.    But  as  soon  as 
the  kingly  ruler  of  the  woods  ascended  the  mountains,  then  the  hunt 
assumed  its  peculiar  charactev  of  intoxicating  pleasure ;  and  in  fact  the 
gestares  of  many  about  me  were  supremely  ridiculous.    The  fineness  of 
the  day, — ^the  beautiful  blue  sky  that  overtiung  the  earth, — the  roman- 
tic scenery, — the  fragrance  of  the  air, — %h»  presence  of  so  many  handt- 
some  women,  would  sione  haye  made  l^e  spirits  dance  with  delight ;  but 
the  successive  shputing  of  the  men,  announcing  the  approach  of  the  stag, 
and  multiplied  and  refined  into  infinitely  greater  sweetness  by  the  echoes 
of  the  mountains,  the  cheering  of  the  huntsmen,  and  the  multitudinous 
cry  of  the  ho«inde,  as  it  came  down  upon  the  wind — all  united,  hurried 
ene  away  in  a  tnmsport  of  passion.* 


*  <'  D*ye  hear  the  mueic  ?*'  said  Mr.  O'Connell  to  a  person  near  him.  <<  The  music ! 
the  mutie  P  exclaimed  evidently  an  English  genilcman,-.>no  doubt  one  who  thougiit 
(he  finest  in  the  world  was  a  peal  from  the  bells  of  Bow — listening  eagei  ly>  and  shad- 
hif  Ms  ear  with  his  hand,  «  D—n  these  dogs  !  I  canU  heaf-  the  mu«tc.** 
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For  almoBt  a  full  half-hour  this  state  of  excitement  continued.  The 
stag  was  constantly  in  view ;  the  shouts  and  cheering  rolled  like  a  splen- 
did conflagration  from  one  extremity  of  the  mountains  to  the  other ;  and 
the  hounds  never  ceased  to  pour  forth  their  deep  and  troubled  stream 
of  melody.  On  the  opposite  side^  the  echoes  awakened.  A  raging  hunt 
swept  through  the  bosom  of  Mangerton^  Turk,  and  all  the  romantic  hills 
around  them.  It  seemed  as  if  the  old  heroes*  of  the  place  were  pursu- 
ing the  game  with  dogs,  whose  preternatural  speed,  and  full  magnificence 
of  cry,  threw  earthly  rivals  into  contempt.  Immense  distances  inter, 
vened  between  each  successive  burst.  Now  hot  and  fierce,  it  filled  the 
woods  of  Turk,  then  suddenly  ceased,  as  suddenly  swelled  again  upon 
the  heavens,  and  ran  southward  with  amazing  velocity  along  the  moun- 
tain ranges  to  Kenmare,  retaining  all  its  harmony,  but  growing  fainter 
as  it  went,  until  the  last  voices  seemed  to  be  transparent  shells  of  living 
sweetness.  Scarcely  had  it  died  away  in  the  south,  when  it  rose  from 
the  glens  of  Mangerton  louder  than  before,  and  rushed  eastward  in  a 
heady  current  through  the  vallies  of  Glenflesk.  All  thought  that  this 
was  the  last,  but  we  were  mistaken  ;  for,  in  about  a  minute  after,  the  cry 
came  so  deep,  close,  and  tumultuous,  over  the  nearest  of  the  opposite 
mountains,  that  one  could  scarce  help  expecting  to  behold  the  gigantic 
riders  of  the  chase,  with  their  spectral  game  and  hounds,  appear  upon  its 
brow.  The  echoes  prolonged  this  noble  burst  for  a  while,  then  rolled  it 
away,  until,  at  length,  it  died  in  the  distance  beyond  Glennd. 

The  shouts  soon  changed  their  direction.  '^  You'll  see  him  imme- 
diately," said  a  gentleman.  "  When  ? — where  ?"  "  On  the  southern 
edge  of  the  hill ;  they  have  driven  him  back."  He  was  right.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  stag  appeared  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  afforded  all  a  full 
view  of  him.  We  could  next  see  the  dogs  rise,  at  first  one  by  one,  then 
in  a  body,  from  the  ravine ;  and,  in  a  long  line  of  unequal  breadth,  pur. 
sue  the  traces  of  the  game,  until  both  they  and  it  turned  the  shoulder 
of  the  hill,  and  were  swallowed  up  in  the  opposite  ravine,  with  all  the 
music  that  had  followed  them  in  their  career.  For  two  or  three  hours 
after,  the  chase  seemed  to  hp  entirely  at  an  end.  The  cry  of  the  dogs 
came  only  in  solitary  openings ;  the  huntsmen,  one  after  another,  were 
seen  approaching  the  boats,  and  the  intelligence  brought  them  was, 
''  that  the  stag  was  lost ;  they  believed  he  had  escaped  over  the  moun- 
tains," &c.  Several  parties,  upon  this,  began  to  drop  down  towards 
Glenna,  some  turned  to  the  upper  lake ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  the  whole 
cavalcade  had  nearly  dispersed.  On  a  sudden,  however,  and  when  the 
stanchest  sportsmen  had  given  up  the  idea  of  the  hunt,  a  loud  burst 
from  the  hounds  near  Glennd  announced  that  they  were  in  full  chase* 
All  hurried  along ;  boats  jostling,  dashing,  and  crashing ;  ladies  scream^ 
ing,  gentlemen  soothing,  and  boatmen  swearing  at  each  other.  The  im- 
patience was  increasing  every  instant,  as  the  cry  of  the  dogs  came  full 
and  uninterrupted ;  and  all  were  sensible  that  the  hunt  would  probably 
be  soon  at  an  end.  At  length  we  reached  Glenna,  and  the  broken  cries 
indicated  that  the  hounds  were  crossing  a  ravine.  Again  they  thickened ; 
men  were  perceived  filling  the  woods ;  and  it  was  evident  that,  unless 
the  stag  could  break  through  them,  and  escape  up  the  mountain,  he 
must  take  the  water.  The  boats  were  now  assembled  opposite  a  part  of 
the  beach  which  was  free  from  wood ;  and  as  the  hunt  was  approaching 


*  There  are  many  popular  legends  at  Killamey  respecting  the  hunting  adrenturei 
of  Fuon,  Usheeriy  (Ossian,)  and  Oscar,  on  these  mountains. 


A  Stag  Bunt  at  Killarney.  229 

it,'  word  was  ^ren  for  the  boats  to  fall  back^  and  leave  the  lake  clear 
tliere.    This,  of  course,  signified  that  the  place  was  a  favourable  one 
for  forcing  the  stag  into  the  water;  and,  as  the  decisive  moment  ap. 
proached,  the  eagerness  and  expectation  of  all  became  painful.     It  was 
only  surprising  how  long  a  time  elapsed  bofore  the  stag  was  visible,  for 
the  chase  was  unremittiii|f ;  the  voice  of  the  hounds,  and  the  cheering  of 
men,  not  only  fiUed  the  woods,  but  seemed  to  be  within  twenty  yards  of 
us.   At  last,  the  men  lining  the  open  space  already  mentioned,  suddenly 
shrunk  back  into  the  bushes,  that  too  sudden  a  view  of  them  might  not 
terrify  the  stag,  and  drive  him  back  on  the  hounds.    In  a  second  after,  the 
noble  animal  rushed  out,  his  whole  body  black  with  sweat  and  soil ;  his 
heaving  sides  and  violent  panting  proclaiming  extreme  exhaustion.    Im- 
mediately after,  the  hounds  broke  through  the  wood,  the  men,  with  loud 
shouts,  waving  their  hats,  and  brandishing  sticks,  formed  a  dense  ring 
about  him,  except  on  the  water  side.    There  was  no  alternative,  never^ 
theless ;  on  he  plunged  his  way,  for  at  every  step  he  sunk  up  to  the 
belly,  with  a  strength  which  was  truly  amazing,  sjiringing  to  meet  any 
one  who  approached  him,  and  scattering  the  crowd  wherever  he  turned. 
The  dogs  were  now   at  his  haunches, — ^the   multitude   still  harassed 
him  ;  there  seemed  no  other  alternative — ^he  plunged  into  the  lake,  the 
dogs  and  men  after  him.    The  boats,  which  were  with  difficulty  kept  until 
now  under  some  control,  at  once  rushed  in  a  mass  towards  the  stag ;  re. 
newing,  but  with  ten  times  greater  fury,  the  scene  that  had  occurred  on 
coming  down  to  Glenna.    Oars  intermingled,  boats  were  consequently 
retarded,  and  instantly  a  battle  royal  was  on  foot,  in  which  sticks,  boards, 
baskets,  and  tillers  performed  their  part.    Perhaps  several  boats  got 
jammed  together— on  they  pushed,  sweated  and  rowed,  using  the  row. 
locks  of  other  boats  as  a  ^crum  instead  of  the  water,  until  the  superior 
ribs  of  some  one  enabled  her  to  disengage  herself  from  the  press.     The 
general  way,  however,  was,  that  the  boatmen  quietly  stopped  up,  in  order 
to  have  a  trial  of  one  another's  strength.     The  main  body  of  the  boats, 
however,  with  deafening  cries  of  exultation  and  impatience,  pressed 
towards  the  stag,  who  was  swimming  (followed  closely  by  the  whole 
pack)  in  a  slanting  direction  from  the  shore.     Of  the  men  who  had 
almost  unconsciously  plunged   in   after   him,   some   were   holding   on 
by  the  sides  of  boats,  notwithstanding  the  loud  protests  of  the  owners  ; 
some  were  scrambling  up  the  steep  shore,  their  pockets,  trousers,  and 
stockings,  full  of  water  ;  and  their  whole  persons  so  swollen  and  puffed 
out    as  for  a  moment  to  bear  no  slight  resemblance  to  a  hogshead ; 
until  the  discharge  of  the  water  substituted,  for  their  late  bloated  mag- 
nitude, a  most  lank,  shrunken,  wo -begone  appearance;  others,  again, 
were  executing  various  tumbles  in  the  liquid  element ;  but,  at  length, 
some  women  put  off  in  boats  to  their  assistance,  and  succeeded  in  bring, 
ing  them  safdy  to  land.    The  multitude  on  shore  pursued  the  course  of 
the  stag — plunging  up  to  the  gam  morals  at  every  step  in  the  deep  soil — 
upsetting  and  overturning  one  another,  but  nevertheless  bellowing  all 
the  time  with  rapture.    The  stag  swam  well — the  great  number  of  boats 
also  retarded  each  other,  so  that  he  was  able  to  gain  a  considerable 
space  a-head.     At  length  three  boats  separated  themselves.firom  the 
rest,  and  flew  along  the  Lake.    It  was  evident  that  the  contest  must  be 
between  these  ;  accordingly  the  others,  as  if  by  common  consent,  lay  on 
their  oars  to  witness  the  struggle,  in  which  they  took  no  further  part 
than  to  call  on  the  rowers  by  the  endearing  names  of  ''  rascal,"  and 
''villain," — or  to  beseech  them,  for  the  honour  of  the  particular  clan  or  dis- 
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trict  to  whidi  they  belonged^  not  to  allow  their  riy«]«  te  bewr  away  thr 
yiotory.  The  men^  thus  beholdkig  themselves  the  common  gaase  and  spec- 
tacle of  all,  and  nmsed  by  the  immediate  emulation^  made  aatoniahing 
efforts.  The  speed  of  the  boats  increased,  and  water  few  in  sparkling 
fragments  before  them,  and  long  beaded  furrows  of  dancing  huUiiea  and 
foam  arose  behind.  The  oars  caught  the  smnb^ams  for  a  mswsat,  and 
instantly  plunged  into  the  lalce  again.  A  single  wiU  ssiiiniid  to  govern 
each  crew ;  they  bent  forward,  rose  and  sunk  tm  their  seats,  as  if  they 
were  but  one  individual,  while,  at  each  powerftil  stroke,  the  good  boat 
sprung  like  a  raoe^horse  to  th«  whip.  No  skill  was  left  unemployed — 
even  the  helmsman,  by  a  forward  motion  of  the  body  at  each  suocesaivw 
impnlse,  sought  to  ineraase  the  momentum  of  his  vessel.  Perfect  silence 
BOW  succeeded  to  the  previous  tumult.  The  most  breathless  expects.^ 
tion  held  the  spectators,  and  an  anxiety  (if  that  could  be  possible)  aa 
great  as  that  of  the  rowers  themselves.  They  were  now  fast  nearing 
the  stag ;  the  strokes  became  shorter  and  more  vigorous,  the  keel  aU 
most  rose  out  of  the  water  at  each  bound ;  but  the  three  prows  were  still 
abieast,  or  merely  9ee-^awing,  and  no  one  could  say  whidi  would  wm 
the  stag.  As  the  strength,  however,  of  the  crews  seemed  equal,  it  waa- 
probable  that  the  superior  d(tll  of  the  helmsman  would  decide  the  vic- 
tory. But  the  safety  of  the  noble  animal,  the  object  of  the  contest,  was 
plainly  in  considerable  danger,  as  the  boats  (the  two  outer  now  slightly 
bending  their  course)  bore  down  direct  upon  him,  as  to  a  common  centre. 
The  middle  boat  soon  became  sensible  of  the  advantageous  position  it 
occupied,  for  its  course  required  no  change,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  pos- 
sibility of  its  missing  the  game ;  while  the  truth  began  to  flash  on  the 
other  two,  that  their  course  must  be  (no  matter  how  little)  longer  than 
that  of  the  middle  boat,  and  that  they  might  wholly  overshoot  the  Btag» 
unless  they  could  gain  something  on  their  rival.  Nor  was  the  situation 
of  the  latter  without  its  counterbalancing  difficulties.  The  increased 
and  almost  desperate  exertions  of  the  two  outer  boats  threatened,  by  the 
convergence  of  their  course,  to  leave  no  room  for  the  play  of  its  oars, 
while  the  absolute  necessity  of  not  injuring  the  stag  (Mr.  O'Connell  be* 
ing  quite  despotic  on  that  point)  seemed  to  demand  dackened  exertions,, 
when  the  most  vigorous  were  necessary  for  success.  The  helmsman  of 
this  boat  was  an  old,  hard.featured  man.  During  the  whole  race,  he 
showed  no  sign  of  emotion,  nor  did  one  anxious  look  at  his  rivals  betray 
a  fear,  or  damp  the  courage  of  his  men.  He  sat  quite  composed,  as  if 
he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the  race ;  but  the  quick,  steady  glance 
with  which  he  measured  his  distance  from  the  stag,  and  fjrom  his  ante* 
gonists,  showed  this  was  but  the  coolness  of  self-possession.  On  he 
drove,  right  upon  the  stag,  until  the  angry  wave,  that  foamed  before  his 
prow,  rusbed  up  the  aniraal's  side.  ^'  Mind,  Dan'l,''  ^^  uttered  to  the 
man  at  the  bow,  in  a  stern,  quick  tone  ;  the  other  boats  at  the  same  in* 
stant  were  pulling  headlong  to  cut  him  off  from  the  prey — he  was  withii^ 
two  feet  of  the  stag — all  thought  him  mad ;  and  a  general  exclamation 
of  rage  burst  from  the  multitude  at  his  conduct ; — "  the  oars,"  said  he 
to  the  crew,  taking  not  the  least  notice  of  the  shout ;  and  at  the  word, 
an  instant  turn  of  the  helm,  which  the  boat  in  her  extreme  velocity 
obeyed  like  a  child,  sent  him  with  shipped  oars  between  the  stag's 
musale  and  his  right«faand  antagonist ;  but  as  he  passed,  Daniel,  who  was 
standing  ready  in  the  bow,  jumped  upon  the  animal's  back,  and  secured 
the  victory,  amidst  acclamations  that  rent  the  sky.  A  handkerchief  was 
then  bound  over  the  stag's  eyes ;  he  was  placed  (with  several  men  at- 
tai'hed  to  him)  in  the  conquering  boat,  nnd  conveyed  to  Mr.  O'Connell. 
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Thus  ended  the  slag  hont^  It  was  only  manly  that  the  animal,  whicb 
afforded  so  much  amusement,  was  that  night  restored  to  his  native 
aiountaine. 

There  was  a  puhlic  dinner  to"  he  given  at  Innisfallen ;  hut  as  the- 
hour  fixed  on  was  late,  it  seemed  pleasanter  to  stay  the  rage  of  our 
stomachs  with  a  small  defeunS  m  the  intermediate  time.  Accordingly, 
we  turned  into  a  calm,  cool,  little  bay>  just  beyond  the  point  of  Glennii, 
and  diaded,  by  an  arbutus-eovered  island,  from  the  western  sun.  The* 
place  we  chose  you'll  grant  to  be  beautiful.  A  broad  ledge  of  rock  pro- 
jected almost  horizontally  over  the  lake.  One  half  was  covered  with 
thin  moss ;  over  the  other  half  rushed,  in  a  sheet  of  silver,  a  furious 
little  stream,  called  Screachogue,  t.  e.  "  The  Brawler,"  and  fell  into  the 
lake  with  innumerable  tinklings.  Our  boat  lay  on  deep  water>  with  her 
head  against  the  rock,  and  showed,  where  her  shadow  feU,  a  sparkling 
bottom  of  fine  sand.  A  red  romanticlooking  path  led  up  the  mountains,, 
through  young  oaks,  hazels,  and  woodbinesw  The  spirit  of  adven- 
ture at  once  seized  us*  Leaving  the  boatmen  to  arrange  the  dinner, 
and  seats  for  it,  viz.,  a  large  stone,  or  a  well-folded  cloak,  or  a  gen- 
tleman's coat,  perhaps,  neatly  moulded  into  a  round  shape;  we  set 
off*  Indeed,  of  all  places  and  times,  I  remember  none  better  fitted 
&>r  soft,  low,  sweet  converse  with  a  beautiful  woman.  The  delicious  soft- 
ness of  the  evening  that  melted  the  heart  into  its  own  voluptuous  Ian. 
guor,  tKe  perfume  of  the  air  almost  oppressive  by  its  richness ;  the  gen.. 
tie  lapping  of  the  waves,  the  modest  solicitation,  as  it  were,  of  love  ; 
the  upward,  tangled,  beautiful  path  that  compelled  her  to  lean  for  sup. 
port,  and  |he  huge  mountain  that  towered  above  all,  and  fiung  his  black 
and  giant  shadow  across  the  waters,  irresistibly  soothed  the  soul  into 
confidence,  while  they,  at  the  same  time,  impressed  the  necessity  of  pro- 
tection. Some,  however,  soon  sat  down  quite  exhausted  ;  some  stopped 
to  look  through  the  trees  upon  the  lake,  and  I  will  not  swear  that  other 
objects  were  not  looked  at  about  the  same  time ;  while  shouts  high  above 
in  the  air  from  mounting  spirits  proclaimed  their  ambitious  souls.  Tt 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim,  or  rather  as  two  axioms,  that  real  love 
passages  are  very  short,  and  that  lovers  dine.  In  aecordanoe  with  thesd 
profound  reflections,  the  whole  party  was  assembled  at  the  defeunS  in 
ten  minutes,  and  in  nearly  the  same  time  the  deJeunS  had  unaccountably 
disappeared.  Our  boat  now  steered  for  the  Cascade,  and  next  for  the 
Brown  Island,  intending  to  surprise  Innisfallen  by  this  circuitous  route  ; 
and  here  the  magnificence  of  the  evening  arrested  and  amazed  us. 

The  lake  is  situated  in  an  elliptical  valley,  lying  from  east  to  west, 
which  is  enclosed  on  the  south  side  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  about  twenty 
or  thirty  miles  in  length ;  and  on  the  north,  by  successive  ranges  of  hills, 
that  include  every  species  of  cultivation  betvreen  them  and  the  lake  ; 
from  their  own  bleak  bitterness,  (though  studded  occasionally  with 
green  fields,)  to  the  handsome  villa  on  the  banks  of  the  latter.  The 
mountains,  at  their  western  extremity,  break  into  a  cluster  of  low  blue 
hills.  Just  beyond  these,  the  broad  and  burning  orb  of  the  sun  was  now 
resting  on  the  edge  of  the  horizon,  and,  having  wrapped  them  in  a  misty 
palpable  glory,  filled  the  whole  valley  with  a  vast  flood  of  golden  light, 
which  turned  every  thing  within  it,  islands,  rocks,  woods,  and  houses, 
to  enchantment.  The  very  windows  of  Coltsman's  Castle,  which  faced 
the  west,  assnmed  the  most  gorgeous  appearance ;  the  richest  colours 
melting  successively  into  one  another,  and  its  whole  front  flickering  with 
blood. red  and  purple  splendours.  On  the  north  side,  the  country  wss 
one  sheet  of  beauty  and  gladness ;  but  conceive,  on  such  a  range  of  moun- 
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tains,  the  effect  of  this  glorious  evening. tide^  ever  changing  with  the 
distance,  and  ever  magnificent — bathing  Toniies  in  yellow  radiance — 
kindling  every  rock  on  Turk — mantling  the  broad  slopes  of  MangertoH 
in  mellower  light,  and  playing  on  the  distant  Paps  with  a  faint  and  dying 
lustre.  Of  all,  however,  Innisfallen,  which  was  before  us,  seemed  ther 
most  perfect  wonder.  We  gazed  oa  it  in  astonishment.  The  whole  un- 
dulating line  of  its  beautiful  shores — every  sock,  tree,  and  object,  nay 
the  very  air  about  it,  was  touched  with  magic ;  and  from  the  ground 
up  to  the  top  of  the  trees,  it  seemed  filled  with  a  flood  of  molten  gold. 

I  never  beheld  a  scene  at  once  so  grand  and  beautiful.  By  degrees  it 
faded  away;  the  light  gradually  yielding  to  darkness,  and  ascending, 
until  none  but  the  mountain  heads  retained  a  gleam  of  the  preceding 
splendour.  As  soon  as  it  was  fairly  past,  away  with  us  to  Innisfallen ; 
and,  as  at  ^^  the  Brawler,"  I  had  the  unutterable  misfortune  of  being 

seized  by  Miss ,  (a  brevet  matron,  but  who  had  been  long  entitled 

to  full  rank,)  as  asthmatic  as  her  own  lap-dog,  (which  was  now  in  the 
last  stage  of  higli  feeding,  the  vital  lamp  being  reduced  in  him,  by  fat,  to 
the  slendemess  of  a  rushlight,)  Fortune  seemed  determined  to  reward 
me  by  placing  me  at  dinner  next  Mrs.  — ,  and  her  husband  at  least 
four  tables  off.  Imagine  a  very  pretty  Irish  woman,  with  taste,  talents, 
accomplishments, — add  moreover  to  these  a  throat  of  dazzling  whiteness, 
shaded  by  dark  gauze, — eyes,  to  which  a  slight  short-sightedness  gave  a 
softer  charm, — a  voice  wasted  in  sweet  murmurs,— and  you  have  the  out- 
line  of  the  picture.  Omit  not,  however,  to  place  in  the  foreground  of 
this  sketch  on  your  fancy,  "  a  wild  sweet-briary  fence,"  such  as  Moore 
sings  of;  for  a  sort  of  instinct  told  one  that,  within  the  circle  ^  «&11  these 

agreeable  qualities  that  Mrs. possessed,  sat  a  haughty  spirit,  which 

it  were  as  well  not  to  rouse  to  anger  or  suspicion. 


UP,  MEN  OF  ENGLAND ! 

[The  following  ftnimated  borBt  of  patriotinn  and  poetry,  the  effusion  of  one  of  Bri* 
tain*8  host  of  SchUU  and  Komerty  was  contemporary  with  that  dark  hour  of  suspense 
which  followed  the  infiituated  rote  of  the  House  of  Peers  against  the  Reform  Bill,  and 
when  there  were  strong  surmises  that  the  King  had  forfeited  his  popular  character  of 
a  Reformer.  This  happily  was  a  mistake.  The  firm  attitude  taken  by  the  people^ 
peacefully  over^iastered  the  crisis  :  the  poem  remains  a  warning,  which  was 
meant  as  a  call;  and  a  glowing  etidenoe  of  that  nohle  and  free  spirit,  open  to  con- 
ciliation, but  which,  unwisely  irritated  by  contemptuous  denial  of  justice,  still  «  Bidew^  f 
t/s  time:"]  9 

Yb  men  of  England,  will  ye  see 

The  morn  of  freedom  passing  by. 
Nor  strike  your  blow  for  liberty  ? 

Will  ye — nor  raise  your  shout  on  high  ? 
Will  only  ye  thus  idly  stand. 

While  Europe  struggles  for  her  right  ? 
Arise,  arise,  with  heart  and  hand. 

Up,  Men  op  England,  to  the  fight  f 

By  Heaven !  less  noble  cheeks  are  pale. 
That  England's  sons  should  crouch  and  kneel. 

And  faintly  sue  with  coward  wail, 

AV'here  meaner  hands  have  grasp'd  the  steel. 
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Listen  !  your  despot  lordlings  say, 

Ye  dare  not  sintg^e  itft  jr«iur  rig&ti 
Yet  none  that  stirring  taunt  repay  ? 

Up^  Men  of  ENoiiAND.,  to  the  fight  ! 

O !  bitter  shanM^  and  bitter  wo. 

To  bear  so  base  a  scorn  so  long  1 
Your  firmer  fathers  paus'd  not  so. 

When  Hampdbn  brav'4  the  Stuart's  wrongs 
And  will  ye  fling  their  beiritage 

Of  giory,  and  of  conquer'd  right. 
Before  a  faction's  bigot -rage  ? 

Up^  MbN  of  £NGIiANJ>j  TO  TBfi  i^OHT  ! 

Ye  strore  with  France  in  days  of  yore» — 

Once  more  die  dares  ye  to  the  field ; 
Not  that  year  brerest  blood  should  pour 

Again  a  Bourbon's  throne  to  shield : 
With  her  she  calls  yeu  to  advance 

On  the  bread  path  of  trfith  and  right. 
What  answer  do  ye  give  to  France  ? 

Up,  Mbn  of  Enolakd,  to  the  fight  ! 

France  shows  ye  what  a  people  can^ 

Against  a  tyrant'^s  vassal-horde  ; 
France  shows  ye  what  there  is  in  man. 

When  freedom  flashes  on'  his  sword ; 
She  points  the  way,  she  dieers  ye  on, 

She  bids  ye  triumph  for  your  right. 
Dare  ye  not  do  what  France  has  done  f 

Up,  Men  of  England,  to  the  fight  ! 

What  fear  ye  ?  No  barbarian  Czar 

Can  pour  his  Cossacks  on  your  land : 
No  Prussian  perfidy  can  mar 

The  triumph  of  your  broiber.hand« 
Ye  are  alone  upcm  the  eeas> 

Sole  judges  of  yo«r  native  right,— 
One  short,  sharp  hour  your  countiy  frees  ; 

Up,  Men  of  EngiiAnd,  to.  the  fmht  ! 

And  think  ye  Scotland  will  not  lend. 

In  such  a  cause,  her  warrior  tide  P 
Nor  Wales  her  mountain-steep  descend. 

To  share  the  peril  at  your  side  ? 
Nor  Ireland  sound  her  harp,  and  wave 

Her  pure  green  banner  for  your  right—* 
A  sister  now,  no  more  a  slave  ? 

Up,  Men  of  England,  to  the  fight  \ 

By  Liberty's  eternal  name. 

Once  England's  proudest  glory,  arm  I 
Sweep  from  your  ii^e  oppression's  shame. 

And  cleanse  her  of  her  locust  swarm. 
An  honour'd  grave  that  isle  shall  give 

To  every  martyr  of  her  right. 
In  life  ye've  died,  in  death  ye  live  ! 

Up,  if  kn  of  England,  to  the  fight  ! 
TOI*.  Ill- — NO.  xiv.  S 
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BY   THE   AUTHORESS  OF   *'  HUNGARIAN   TALES."* 

It  is  a  current  opinion^  that  there  are  tvo^  if  not  three^  Mrs.  Gores 
extant  at  present^  informing  and  delighting  the  world  with  historical 
romances^  novels  of  character,  and  tales  and  poetical  pieces  in  the  perio- 
dical puhlications.  These  ladies  are  even  distinguished  hy  differences 
of  name.  There  is  first  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Grore,  author,  we  believe,  of  The 
Tuikrie* ;  next  Mrs.  Charles  €rore,  to  whom  of  right  belong  Manner* 
of  the  Day,  the  Fair  of  May  Fair,  Sketches  of  Fashion,  &c.  &c. ;  and 
there  is  a  third  Mrs.  Gore,  authoress  of  the  Hungarian,  and  now  of  the 
Polish  Tales.  As  we  do  not  pretend  to  penetrate  these  mysteries,  it  is 
of  the  third  lady  alone  we  have  to  speak ;  or  if,  haply,  the  whole  three 
form  but  one  highly  and  singularly  endowed  individual,  uniting  qualities 
rarely  found  in  connexion,  the  marvel  only  waxes  the  greater,  and  be- 
comes more  difficult  to  unravel.  If  these  works,  so  opposite  in  charac- 
ter, are  the  production  of  the  same  masterly  and  prolific  pen,  we  receive 
the  fact  as. another  proof  of  that  versatility  in  the  appliance  of  native 
power  which  is  among  the  least  equivocal  of  the  attributes  of  genius, — 
of  the  existence  in  the  writer,  of  that  quality  which  permeates  with  equal 
facility  the  humours  of  Falstaff  and  the  madness  of  Lear ;  the  sparkling 
wit  of  Beatrice  and  Rosalind  ;*  the  womanly  devotedness  of  Desdemona^ 
and  the  uncouthness  of  Audrey. 

Our  ideas  of  the  historical  novel  have  been  wound  to  so  high  a  pitch 
by  the  recent  demonstrations  of  splendour  and  power  in  Ivanhoe  and 
Kenilworth,  Peveril,  and  Old  Mortality,  that  fictions  of  this  kind  have 
come  to  be  ranked  among  the  highest  embodjings  of  creative  genius. 
The  historical  novel  is  what  the  epic  was  ;  and  partial  success  in  this 
line  of  writing  is  become  equal  to  triumph  in  courses  of  less  difficulty. 
In  her  own  peculiar  walk,  Mrs.  Grore  is  without  a  rival.  No  living  writer 
excels  her  in  brilliant  off-hand  sketches  of  the  characters  and  costumes 
of  the  fashionable  world  of  London  and  its  dependencies,  from  1820  to 
1833  inclusive.  The  Polish  Tales  are  far  more  carefully  elaborated,  and 
have  cost  the  talented  writer  much  more  thought  and  research.  Their 
effect  ought  to  correspond  to  the  degree  of  pains  bestowed,  but  we  are 
not  sure  that  this  is  the  result.  But  if  her  deep  or  lofty  characters  of 
romance  are  not  so  truly  beings  of  flesh  and  blood  as  are  her  exqui- 
site embodyings  of  modern  fashion  and  folly,  they  are  natures  of  that 
pure  and  exalted  kind  which  are  far  more  delightful  to  our  imagina- 
tions, and  affecting  to  our  S3rmpathies.  Their  remembrance  will  sink 
into  the  heart,  and  live  in  the  memory,  when  the  spoiled,  dissipated, 
selfish,  and  frivolous  creatures  which  Mrs.  Gore,  with  rare  art,  has  shewn 
in  giddy  maze  whirling  before  us,  shall  have  sunk  into  the  light  cloud  on 
which  she  has  painted  them. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  the  present  task,  which  appears  to  have 
been  a  favourite  one,  Mrs.  Gore  has  evidently  prepared  herself  by  an 
extensive  course  of  preliminary  study.  She  has  made  herself  familiar 
with  the  public  annals  of  Poland  and  Northern  Europe,  and  carefully 
examined  contemporary  memoirs  and  biographies,  which  elucidate  the 
policy  and  intrigues  of  the  Courts  of  St.  Petersburgh  and  Warsaw,  and 
the  personal  character  of   the  weak-principled  Stanislas,  and  of  the 

*  London:  Saurders  and  Gtley.     1833. 
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most  singular  woman  of  modern  times — ^the  Czarina  Cntherine  II.  In 
the  Polish  tales^  Mrp.  Grore  appears  like  the  painter^  full  of  genius^  and 
fond  of  his  art  in  its  nobler  exhibitions,  who^  condemned  to  transfer  vul- 
gar and  no^meaning  faces  to  canvass^  on  some  happy  occasion,  is  able  to 
hurst  away  from  his  ordinary  tasks^  and^  in  a  grand  historical  piece, 
throw  his  imprisoned  heart  and  soul  into  the  creations  of  his  pencil. 
The  authoress  has  been  so  anxious  to  make  her  historical  picture  com. 
plete  in  its  most  minute  details^  that  we  do  not  see  how  the  learned  Ile> 
viewers  of  the  Quarterly  can  possibly  escape  three  months  hard  study  of 
the  Slavonic  and  Polish  dialects,  in  order  to  detect  her  lax  grammar  and 
faulty  orthography  while  using  these  uncouth  languages.  To  make  this 
critical  duty  imperative  was  but  wicked  pains  at  best,  especially  as  the 
plain  English  reader  could  have  forgiven  the  absence  of  these  curious 
q>ecimens  of  the  "  unknown  tongues." 

The  tales  are  three  in  number^ — the  firsts  Thb  Confederates  of 
LuKONKi,  is  the  longest  and  the  most  highly  wrought,  though  many 
readers  may  prefer  The  Mill  of  Mabiemont,  or  Tub  Fortunes  op 
Stanislas.  This  laat  is  strictly  historical,  and  embodies  the  early  loves 
of  the  most  remarkable  female  of  her  age— Catherine  the  II.  of  Russia, 
and  Stanislas  Poniatofski,  whom  her  power  afterwards  raised  to  the 
throne  of  Poland.  The  third  tale.  The  Bee  Farm,  is  a  charming  little 
story  of  merely  domestic  interest.  The  first  tale  is  our  especial  favou- 
rite. This  last  is  the  history  of  a  thousand  popular  movements,  in  which 
the  guilty  intriguer  escapes,  while  the  noble  patriot  becomes  the  victim 
of  his  own  generous  daring.  The  story  opens  and  progresses  with  great 
spirit.  A  young  Polish  nobleman,  devoted  to  his  native  country,  catches 
the  flame  of  liberty  in  making  the  tour  of  Europe ;  and  resolves  to 
emancipate  his  serfs  before  they  are  fitted  by  education  and  moral 
training,  for  the  blessing  he  designs  them.  Nor  does  he  set  about  his 
projected  reforms  in  the  spirit  of  a  sound  mind. 

'^  In  his  eagemen  to  naturalize  in  his  native  country  all  that  was  best  and  most 
perfect  in  those  of  other  nations,  he  had  Imported  from  Great  Britain  a  love  of  free, 
dom  and  fox-honting;  from  Paris  a  French  cook  and  valet-de-chambre;  and,  un- 
luckily  for  the  disorganized  establishment  of  Wodarodko,  such  were  the  delegates 
despatched  as  the  heralds  of  his  arrival ;  preceded  by  a  company  of  Haydncks  as  pio- 
neers,' and  accompanied  by  an  English  groom  and  a  Swiss  porter  1 — Confusion,  worse 
oonibonded,  naturally  ensued ;  more  oaths  were  sworn  and  more  pottery-ware  and 
moveables  crashed  to  pieces  in  the  dismantled  palace,  within  twenty-fom*  hours  of  their 
appearance,  than  had  chanced  during  the  preceding  four-and-twenty  years.  Monsieur 
Fricandeau  demanded  half  a  dozen  bricklayers  to  construct  certain  ovens  and  stoves  for 
his  culinary  operations ; — Monsieur  Bonchamps,  the  Swiss,  insisted  that  the  old  ar. 
moar  in  the  vestibule  of  entrance  should  be  taken  down  and  scoured,  to  match  with 
the  brilliancy  of  his  new  tabard  ^— and  Jem  Tomkins  no  less  peremptorily  required 
that  the  wooden  flooring  of  the  vast  stables  should  be  removed  and  bricks  laid  down 
in  its  stead.  But  what  were  all  these  whims  and  ikncies,  compared  with  the  gigantic 
projects  of  Jasmin,  the  youthful  lord's  prime  vizier  and  valet^e-chambre  T 

We  cannot  follow  Monsieur  Jasmin's  splendid  projects.    The  Free. 

DOM  OF  Sarkatia  is  thus  consummated :— ^ 

«  Scarcely  was  his  awkward  squad  drilled  into  military  discipline,  when  the  illus- 
trious company  of  Warszavians  arrived  on  the  scene  of  action.  Five-and-twenty  car- 
riages, and  six  times  as  many  horses  filled  the  colossal  stables  of  Wodarodko.  The 
ovens  and  Monsienr  Fricandeau  smoked  together, — Jem  Tomkins  and  the  Ukrainian 
horses  stamped  amain; — Jasmin  quoted  Sganarelle  and  Scapin, — Father  Joachim, 
Cyrillus  and  Pascal :  a  freak  of  aristocratic  sensibility  was  honoured  as  the  sternness 
of  republican  virtue ;  and  such  an  outcry  of  Hayducks,  Jagers,  valet-de-chambi'cs, 
and  wmiting'-women,  had  never  before  echoed  from  the  vaulted  roofs  of  the  palace  of 
Wodarodko !  Was  this  a  sacriflce—a  priesthood—meet  for  a  festival  ostensibly  de- 
dicated  to  the  thrice  hallowed  name  of  Sarmatian  independence  ? 
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«  On  the  morning  following  his  arrival,  the  young  Magnat  woke  with  a  fine  gl<nr 
of  cnthuaiawm  burning  in  his  bosom.  Fancying  himself  on  the  eve  of  perfoi-ming  a 
great  and  generous  action, — ^he  paused  not  to  inquire  whether  it  were  a  leasonable 
one,  or  likely  to  conduce  to  the  ultimate  adyantage  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  The 
^i  Princesses  and  Countesses,  his  guests,  bewildsrad  him  with  praise^  and  prepaxed 
themselres  for  a  scene ;  while  a  budding-  poetaster,  fresh  from  the  UniTersity  ef 
Krakow,  was  already  conning  a  pageful  of  hexameters  indited  in  honour  of  his  pa«> 
tron. 

«  Fortunately,  the  sun  shone  upon  his  rhymes  and  the  projects  of  Monsieur  Jasmin ! 
At  noon,  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  district,  including  the  Grodski  of  Lubtoyat  with 
his  three  maiden  daughters,  and  several  landed  proprietors,  with  their  families,  as- 
scmbled  at  Czelenski*s  hospitable  board  :  and  the  Parisian  master  of  the  ceremonies 
regretted  only  that  he  had  not  been  sooner  aware  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of  Pani 
Mineczka  Michiielokski,  the  heiress  of  the  neighbouring  fhrm  of  Wraniczko,  to  offer 
to  her  acceptance  a  part  in  his  pageant,  under  the  guise  of  the  presiding  genius  oi 
Sarmatia.  The  labours  of  Monsieur  Fricandeau  having  been  duly  appreciated,  the 
company  adjourned  to  the  extensive  court-yard  of  the  castle ;  where,  on  a  signal  from 
a  Turkish  gong,  the  peasants  of  the  six  villages  approached  from  six  different  diiec- 
tions^all  in  their  holiday  attire  of  koszula,  katanka,  and  spodnica;*  and  striving 
to  unite  in  a  hymn  of  triumph  in  honour  of  Poland,  Liberty,  and  the  Count. 

<*  The  concluding  key-note  of  this  discordant  chorus  having  been  at  length  atCaioed 
by  the  last  straggler  of  the  party,  Czelenski, — ^wearing  the  national  habit,  with  the 
Karabella,  or  Polish  sabre,  girt  to  his  side, — stepped  gracefully  forward  on  the  plat- 
form ei'ected  before  the  grand  entrance  ;^-delivered  to  the  elders  of  each  village,  in  suc- 
cession, the  parchment  containing  its  patent  of  enfranchisement ;  and  concluded  the 
cei-emony  with  a  short  oration,  utteted  in  the  fiill  sincerity  of  a  virarm  and  generous 
heart 

"  Again  the  villagers  raised  their  dissonant  Pasana.  The  lady  Countesaes  shed 
showers  of  graceful  teara ;  while  the  youthful  lordlings,  and  szlachta*)-  of  the  district 
twisted  their  mnstachios,  and  pronounced,  with  noble  emphasis,  the  hallowed  watch- 
words of  <  Wolnosc  VX  ^^^  '  Swoboda  I*  and  Anally,  the  Krakovian  poet  did  metri- 
cal honour  to  the  magnanimity  of  his  patron  Czelenski,  and  <<  the  nataralixation  of 
the  three  sister  graces — Liberty,.-Peaee, — and  Plenty, — on  the  lands  of  Wodarodko  I' 
Monsieur  Jasmin,  with  generous  forbearance  towards  his  rival,  applauded  to  the  edio  i 
and  again  the  fair  Warszayian  CouutesseA  wept  amain,  while  his  Excellency  bowed 
gracefully  to  his  manumitted  bondsmen.  The  weather  being  sultry,  many  hogsheada 
of  sour  Mazowszan  Pivra,  and  one  or  two  of  Lithuanian  Hydromel  and  Hungarian- 
wine,  were  quaffed  by  the  multitude ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  (thanks  to  the  flat- 
teries of  the  poet,  the  Jesuit,  the  yalet-de-chambre,  and  the  fine  ladies,  his  guests,) 
Czelenski  imbibed  an  opinion  that  his  act  of  self-spoliation  was  a  source  of  pn^igious 
popularity  to  himself  and  hilarity  to  his  neighboun;  as  well  as  of  redemption  to  the 
miserable  beings  he  had  thus  tacitly  dismissed  from  his  protection.** 

The  revolutionizing  Count  and  his  hurricane  sweep  back  to  Warsaw ; 
and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Jesuit,  Father  Joachim,  the  discontented 
serf's  confederate,  from  many  causes  of  grievance,  but  no  distinct  object. 
Tlie  priest  intrigues  for  the  aggrandizement  of  his  order^  and  the  exalt- 
ation  of  his  church  ;  the  peasantry  combine  from  various  motives — the 
desire  of  revenge  for  personal  wrongs  and  acts  of  cruel  oppression,  or  of 
emancipation  from  feudal  bondages.  One  noble  spirit  alone,  the  young 
Juliusz  Felinski,  in  joining  the  confederates,  owns  no  motive,  save  en- 
thusiasm  for  liberty,  and  generous  devotion  to  Poland.  It  is  around  the 
Felinski  family,  that  of  a  worthy  and  kind  father,  with  two  sons,  and 
their  neighbour  Michaelokski,  the  parent  of  *'  one  fair  daughter  and  no 
more^"  that  the  domestic  interest  of  the  tale  revolves.  The  brothers 
are  powerfully  contrasted — Konstanty,  the  elder,  is  a  selfish,  heartless, 
handsome,  military  coxcomb,  attached  to  the  Prince  Czarturyski,  in  whose 
sarvice,  first  as  page,  and  then  as  officer,  he  acquires,  with  court-breed- 
ing, the  morals  of  courts ; — ^the  younger  Juliusz  is  the  high-souled  hero 
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c»f  the  patriot  confederation^  and  all  that  the  imagination  delights  to 
picture  of  a  noble  Polander.  By  the  usual  cross  accidents  of  romance, 
the  beautiful  and  tender  Mineczka  has  given  her  unsolicited,  unprized 
heart,  to  the  brilliant  and  accomplished  conrtier^soldier,  while  she  is  the 
secret  idol  of  the  yonng  Juliusz,  and  is  promised  by  her  father  to  a  third 
lover.  There  are  other  entanglements  to  which  we  cannot  allude ;  but 
the  most  powerful  interest  arises  from  this  source,  and  from  the  love  of 
freedom,  combined  with  the  thirst  for  vengeance  cherished  by  the  father 
and  sooa  of  a  stony-hearted  -peasant  household,  the  daughter  of  which 
Konstatity  had  seduced  and  abandoned. 

Riding  homeward  from  the  banquec  before  described,  his  heart  filled 
-with  gloomy  forebodings  for  his  country,  and  solicitude  for  his  sons,  the 
old  Feiinski  reaches  the  head-quarters  of  the  incipient  insurrection. 

^'  At  Lubionki,  every  window  was  closely  shuttered  up ;  at  Lubionki,  every  door 
was  closely  barred,  as  if  for  the  security  of  the  night.  But  that  a  portion  of  its  inha- 
bitants were  still  engaged  in  the  celebration  of  the  event  of  the  day,  Feiinski  had  soon 
sufficient  evidence.  Having  reached  at  the  furthest  extremity  of  6ie  village  a  hut,  re- 
ceding a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  sheltered  by  the  last 
fringe  of  forest  trees,  a  singular  but  harmonious  sound  arose,  as  from  the  ground  ad- 
joining the  cottage : — a  choral  hymn,  swelled  by  a  considerable  number  of  masculine 
voices,  and  couched  in  the  following  stanzas : — 

«  HYMN  OF  THE  COKFEDERATES. 

^^  By  each  life-pnlse  warmly  beatinff>,— 
By  each  hand,  in  hand  we  hold, — 
By  each  glance  our  glances  meeting, 
Brothers  hail !— The  hour  hath  toUM  !_ 

UKrrx  I—Be  free  \ 
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on  forest  branches  waving, — 
/  yon  dread  and  starbr iu^ht  spheres, — 
By  yon  waves  ourpastareslavii^f,— > 
Brothers  knoel !— Jdiovafa  hears. 

Adork  ! — Be  free ! 
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By  OUT  swords,  iiwlorioos  rusting,— 

By  our  land  oiSeaXYx  and  birth, — 
By  our  faith,  to  lieaven  intrusting 

Life^  love,  honour, — all  on  earth, — 

AaisB  ! — Be  free! 

*(  Feiinski  trembled  as  he  listened  1 — Spontaneously,  irresistibly,  he  felt  the  hot  blood 
rush  from  his  heart  through  every  vein,  through  evei-y  throbbing  artery.  It  was  not 
alone  that,  In  spite  of  himself,  the  tenns  of  this  mysterious  invocation  roused  all  the 
dormant  energies  of  the  patriot  Polander  in  his  heart ;  but,  that,  amid  the  multitude 
of  Toices,  he  could  clearly  discern  one  more  mellifluous  than  the  rest, — one  most  fa- 
miliar to  his  ear, — one  which  enkindled  all  the  emotions  of  a  father  in  his  heart ! 

<<  Striking  spurs  into  the  flanks  of  his  horse,  he  darted  from  the  spot,  as  though  some 
demon  of  the  forest  were  at  his  heels." 

The  father  remonstrates  with  his  beloved  son,  who  at  length  exclaims, 

'<  *■  Heaven  be  thanked  that  you  esteem  me  worth  the  holiest  palm  of  martyr- 
dom'—the  axe  and  block  of  the  suffering  patriot  I  Yet  forgive  me  !*  he  cried,  sud- 
denly interrupting  himself;  and  as  he  fell  at  the  feet  of  Feiinski,  hiding  his  face  in  his 
knees, — for  he-perceived  the  tears  falling  fast  from  the  eyes  of  his  doting  parent. 
'  Forgive  me  if,  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  I  forget  that  my  life,  which  was  your 
gift,  is  yours  to  dispose  of.  Command  it,  Sir; — count  upon  my  obedience ^.MX>m. 
mand  me  to  abandon  the  friends  to  whom  I  am  bound  by  an  oath  as  pure  and  power- 
ful as  ever  was  framed  by  mortal  lip8,-^and  even  there — even  to  anguish  and  shame, 
— ^rdy  upon  my  snbmission  !  But  do  it  not  rashly !  Ere  you  sentence  me  to  the 
disgrace  of  a  retracted  word, — a  broken  vow, — see  that  your  own  principles  be  con- 
sistent, your  own  creed  fixed ;  that  you  are  contented  with  the  state  of  poiso&.wrought 
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lethargy  benumbing  the  energies  of  Poland ;  that  you  admit  no  cauie  for  the  mirr- 
murs  of  the  Catholics;  or  of  the  confederates  leagued  together  against  the  degrading 
growth  of  Calmuck  despotism.  Look  upon  the  bleeding  stumps*  of  your  mutilated 
countrymen  I  Listen,  dear  father !  listen  to  the  spirit^tirring  shriek  of  liberty  writh- 
ing  in  the  bondage  of  the  oppressors !  And  if  thai  voice  wake  not  yotir  soul  to  cry 
alond  with  mine  for  justice  or  vengeance,  then  will  I  come  and  lay  down  my  sword 
at  your  feet,  and  submit  myself  to  the  stripes  of  the  tyrant.  Listen,  father ; — and  as 
your  ear  shall  hear,  absolve  or  condemn  your  son  !* 

<<  <  Retire  to  rest,  Juliusz,*  said  his  father,  gazing  with  fondness  and  pity — nay,  al- 
most with  awe — upon  the  beautiful  person  of  the  young  enthusiast,  who  had  risen 
from  his  knees  and  now  stood  before  him,  ennobled  by  all  the  radiancy  of  genius. 
The  good  man  had  not  courage  to  repress  the  ardour  that  seemed  so  bom  of  Heaven* 
Foroonadenoe-sake,  he  determined  to  give  his  full,  clear,  and  unbiased  consideration  to 
the  subject,  ere  he  definitively  interdicted  the  return  of  his  son  to  tba  confederation  of 
Lubionki. 

«  <  My  blessings  upon  thee,  Juliusz,*  said  he,  as  the  young  man  prepRi<ed  to  lay 
his  head  on  his  pillow.  <  God  inspire  my  determination ;  and  prosper  and  noctify 
thy  career!*  " 

After  a  masterly  sketch  of  the  political  condition  of  Poland,  and  the 
causes  of  the  prevailing  discontents,  we  find  this  striking  picture  of  the 
degraded  peasantry.  Its  truth  is  unfortunately  not  limited  to  Poland. 
There  is  a  country  much  nearer  home,  which,  while  our  hearts  cleave  in 
sympathy  to  Sarmatia,  we  entirely  overlook,  and  to  which  Mrs.  Gore's 
sketch  has  painful  similitude.  In  English  maps,  that  country  is  named 
Ireland. 

^  Such  was  the  state  of  things  which,  combining  with  the  fearful  disorders  of  the 
state,  produced,  amid  the  recesses  of  the  forests  of  Poland,  minor  confederations,  such 
as  that  of  Lubionki : — some,  united  by  the  holy  band  of  religious  f^temlxation  $ — 
some  by  the  iron  ligatures  of  political  discontent  and  detestation  of  the  encroach- 
ments of  Russia  ; — some  by  the  electric  chain  of  a  love  of  Liberty ; — and  still  more, 
by  the  machinations  of  the  Jesuits,  to  whose  hands  were  delegated  almost  all  the  in- 
stitutions connected  with  popular  instruction. 

«  Xawcry*s  cottage,  the  head  quarters  of  the  frondeurs  of  the  district  of  Lubloyst, 
has  been  already  described  as  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  village  of  Lubionki,  in 
the  depth  of  the  forest ;  presenting  an  insignificant  exterior,  cunningly  moulded  to  the 
purpose  of  the  confederates.  The  little  yard  connecting  the  wooden  hovel  with  the 
rough  paling,  (over  which  the  tall  forest-fern  peeped  as  if  scorning  so  paltry  an  in- 
road of  civilization  on  its  sylvan  dominion,)  contained  a  spedes  of  shed,  seemingly 
piled  with  fagot  wood,  which  concealed  a  large  cellar,  excavated  after  the  fashion  oif 
T4tar  dwellings,  and  capable  of  assembling  some  forty  or  fifty  individuals,  not  too 
choice  in  their  means  of  accommodation.  Two  rough  benches  of  pine-logs  traversed 
the  little  senate-house ;  and  the  daylight,  admitted  only  through  a  large  grating  in- 
serted in  the  external  wall  of  the  shed,  produced,  upon  the  persons  of  its  inmates, 
those  striking  results  of  light  and  shade,  which  the  experience  of  Rembrandt  in  his 
father*s  mill  pointed  out  as  so  admirably  effective  in  giving  force  and  character  to  ob- 
jects and  countenances  in  themselves  trivial  and  unattractive. 

**  The  Mazowszan  confederates,  accustomed  to  assemble  in  that  rude  retreat,  were, 
however,  unchargeable  with  the  sin  of  triviality  of  aspect : — ^r^'hatever  else  was  want- 
ing in  their  external  presentment,  the  picturesque  was  there  in  all  its  vigour  of  wild- 
ness.  Hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,  Xawery's  associates  boasted  all  the 
marked  individuality  which  characterizes  those  in  habitual  contact  with  the  woods, 
— untrammelled  by  social  conventions,  and  accustomed  to  look  on  nature  face  to 
face. 

**  There  was  old  Ignacy  the  Weglarz,  or  charcoal-burner,  a  serf  of  one  of  the  re- 
cently enfranchised  villages ;  but,  from  the  necessities  of  his  vocation,  exempted  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ekonom  : — for  fifty  years  had  he  been  a  dweller  in  the  Pusz- 
cza ;  and  himself  and  his  two  goodly  sons  seemed  to  have  taken  for  their  model  some 
gnarled  trunk  supported  by  stout  and  verdant  saplings.  There  was  Adamy  the  fo- 
rester, and  his  young  brother  ; — there  were  cattle-drovers  and  swine-heixis, — barkers 
and  kermes-gatherers, — each  wearing  his  patched  or  tattered  kosznla  after  a  different 


•  The  Russians  were  frequently  known  to  cut  off  the  hands  of  their  Polish  pri. 
soners. 
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fashion ;  aome  with  shayen  GrownB,  aAer  the*  national  fashion  ;..«ome  with  the 
shaggy  antrimmed  Slavonic  mane^  so  apt  to  generate  that  filthy  tcourge  the  Plik,*  or. 
Polish  entanglement.  One  or  two,  after  the  guise  of  the  Lithuanian  peasants,  nnore 
boots  of  untanned  skin  with  the  fiir  turned  inwards ; — one  or  two  aflfected  the  Polish 
Confederatka,  or  cap  of  lozenge  form  :  but  the  coBtume  of  the  majority  was  of  that 
nondescript  kind  which  results  from  necessity — a  covering  of  tattered  canvass,  pur- 
porting to  shut  out,  as  best  it  might,  all  casualities  or  inclemencies  of  weather. 

<*  The  countenances  visible  in  that  little  synod  partook,  however,  of  a  higher  order 
of  endowment : — their  rags  were  the  gift  of  their  task-masters, — ^the  souls  irradiating 
their  powerful  physiognomies,  the  gift  of  God  ! — Sternness  of  purpose,  patiense  to 
endure,  and  courage  to  surmount,  shone  there  with  the  lustre  that  is  of  immortality  ; 
and  if^  in  a  few  instances,  degrade^by  cunning  or  brutalized  by  ferocity,  evoi  that 
ferocity  was  of  human  evocation : — like  their  own  forest-cattle,  a  lavish  application 
of  the  goad  had  stimulated  them  into  vicious  fury. 

'*  But  the  chief  characteristic, — ^the  characteristic  that  warred  not  with  the  grave 
intensity  of  their  looks,  although  it  caused  the  bright  effulgence  to  glance^  and  pass 
away  in  transient  and  ungovemed  corruscation, — consisted  in  a  total  want  of  enlight- 
enment All  that  could  be  learned  from  sup<a^cial  nature^  they  knew.  The  sha- 
dowy forest,  the  blue  sky,  the  gladsome  river,  had  whispered  to  them  that  they  too 
had  an  inheritance  in  the  land,  and  that  it  was  not  by  the  will  of  Providence  they 
were  scourged  into  adhesion  to  this  or  that  allotment  of  the  glebe; — that  the  Creator, 
— ^who  has  written  on  the  tables  of  his  law  a  sympathy  of  brotherhood  throughout 
the  human  race,  and  vouchsafed,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  mercy,  redemption  unto  all 
mankind, — had  not  ordained  the  foot  of  the  oppressor  to  bow  down  their  necks  into 
the  dust,  nor  their  children  to  be  bom  to  the  bitter  bread  of  bondage. — ^They  knew 
all  this^  for  they  fell  it ;— the  sermons  written  on  their  forest  trees,  and  the  books  of 
their  running  brooks^  had  inculcated  the  lesson.  But  the  tutorage  of  wordly  lore  was 
wanting.  Nature  had  inspired  them  with  a  desire  to  break  their  chains ;  but  no  in- 
sight into  the  recorded  experience  of  nations  instructed  them  that  premature  attempts 
serve  only  as  a  plea  for  doubling  the  strength  and  weight  of  the  fetters ;  or  even  that 
inequality  of  strength  necessitates  the  adoption  of  defensive  armour,  galling  and 
oppressive  to  the  wearer.  Not  one  of  them  could  read, — ^not  one  of  them  could 
write ; — and  they  were  consequently  devoid  of  means  of  inter-conmiunication  with 
communities  professing  their  own  opinions  in  the  adjoining  provinces ;  and  thus 
thrown  into  the  power  of  designing  factionarles  and  placed  under  the  influence  of 
the  Zakon  Jesuitow.— Leagued  into  political  confederation  by  a  common  love, 
a  common  hata— they  worshipped  the  venerable  name  of  Branickl,  who  was  under- 
stood to  advocate  the  abolition  of  villanage  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  abhorred 
that  of  Czartoryski,  as  one  in  alliance  with  their  supreme  tyrants,  the  detested  Rus- 
sians. But  they  were  leagued  by  even  more  than  this ; — even  by  that  mighty  tie  of 
a  common  and  superstitious  creed,  inspiring  a  general  hatred  of  all  Dissidents  ;-j*  whe- 
ther the  Lutherans  of  Saxony,  or  the  Iconoclasts  of  the  Greek  schism.  The  Jesuits 
of  Wilna  and  Grodno  had  already  done  much  to  strengthen  the  connecting  links  of 
the  Catholic  church  throughout  the  provinces  of  Poland ; — and  while,  sanctioned  by 
the  precepts  and  example  of  Soltyk,  the  patriotic  Bishop  of  Cracow,  the  hierarchy  of 
the  kingdom  upraised  the  authority  of  the  Crosier  and  of  ecclesiastical  anathemas 
against  the  advance  of  the  Russians,— the  uneducated  people  found  in  the  instigations 
of  their  priests,  (who  being  of  plebeian  birth  had  much  to  gain  from  the  subversion 
of  the  Republic,  an  unfailing  source  of  stimulation  in  their  plots  against  the  state.) 

<(  It  was  probably  this  absence  of  erudition  and  blind  reliance  upon  still  blinder 
guides,  which  invested  the  accession  of  young  Juliusz  Felinski  to  their  party  with  so 
much  undue  importance.  They  were  incapable  of  appreciating  the  circumstance  tha^ 
while  Ihey  had  everything  to  gain  by  a  new  order  of  things,  ?ie  could  not  but  be  a 
loser, — and  that  his  zeal  originated  solely  in  philanthropy  and  ardour  in  the  cause 
of  liberty." 

When  the  insurrection  is  about  to  break  forth,  Konstanty  arrives  at 
his  father's  from  Warsaw  on  furlough,  pressed  by  the  necessities  occa- 
sioned by  his  profligacy,  and  without  one  sentiment  of  affection,  deter- 
mined to  marry  the  heiress  of  the  wealthy  Michaelokski.    While  he  is 


*  Plica  Polonica,  derived  from  the  Slavonic,  Plik,  a  knot  or  bundle, 
•f*  Protestants  of  all  sects,  as  well  as  members  of  the  Patriarchal  Church,  are  in. 
eluded  under  this  historical  designation. 
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piinatng  tibis  tdhur,  hit  father  aad  brother,  alarmed  for  hit  safety,  and 
«ven  for  his  Ufe^  which  is  menaced  by  the  charooaUbumer  and  his  wild 
brood,  in  reveage  for  the  dishonour  of  Doska,  the  daughter  and  sister 
whom  he  had  betrayed,  seek  an  interview  with  these  passionate  men  in 
the  foreet.    This  scene  is  given  with  great  eloquence  and  effect. 

<<  *  Take  pity  on  me,  food  Ignscy,'  cried  the  heart-woimded  father,  trembling  for 
his  worthless  son ; '  break  not  my  heart  with  the  knowledge  that  those  whom  I  love^ 
and  muti  love  to  the  end,  are  nndeserring  of  my  affection.  Speak  not  his  oflenoe ! 
Believe  me,— 4rust  me,— all  shall  be  between  ns  as  though  I  possessed  strongest 
evidence  of  his  worthlessness ;  and  tell  me  at  once,  what  must  be  the  atonement  to 
bring  peace  ?  How  can  1  benefit, — ^how  cempeosAe  thy  wrongs,  or  satisfy  thy  resent- 
Jttentr  , 

**<  Compem§mtef*  gacalated  the  old  charcoaUbamer,  in  a  voice  resembling  the 
growl  of  a  Lithuanian  bear. 

<*  *  Kay  the  word  was  ill-chosen,*  cried  Felinski,  <  nor  do  f  venture  to  use  it  in  the 
way  thy  testiness  implies ;  I  would  have  said  canciliate^^pacififJ* 

<*  *  Thou  wouldst  have  said,  if  thou  saidst  truly,  toy  thy  forbearance— M&e  thy  ve&> 
geanoe,-.-6af^ai»  with  thine  ignominy.  Is  it  not  so,  Pan  Fdlinski  P  Is  not  thy  sleq» 
broken  these  summer  nights  by  dread,  lest,  in  the  silence  of  midnight,  thou  shouldst  hear 
the  death-«cream  of  thy  dainty  soldierling,  and  rush  forth  to  find  him  straggUng  in 
ibe  gripe  of  the  Weglan  Ignacy,  or  his  brave  sons  T 

<<  At  this  inteTTogation,  Juliusz,  whose  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the  recumbent  Emzm, 
observed  him  lay  Ms  hand,  as  if  burning  for  the  moment  of  retribution,  on  the 
szabellca  stuck  into  his  hunting  belt. 

'<  *  Call  it  as  thou  wilt.  Name  only  the  means  or  measure  of  accommodation,  and 
all  shall  be  done,*  replied  Felinski ;  and  to  appreciate  the  full  extent  of  his  forbearance 
and  the  mighty  influence  of  fiitherly  affection  in  his  bosom,  he  it  remembered  that  the 
mfBau  he  addressed  had  been  hitherto  in  his  eyes  as  a  slave  of  the  sod, — a  son  of  Cain, 
—an  outcast, — a  chlop  of  MazowsM. 

**  *  Thou  speakest  smooth  and  fair,*  cried  the  old  man,  linking  down  on  a  stool  near 
the  bed.frame  of  his  wretched  wife,  and  leaning  his  weather-beaten  brow  against  its 
tranverse  log.  <  Even  so  spoke  those  of  thy  race  who  wrought  this  ruin  I  But  there 
Is  an  end  to  all  things^  even  unto  guile  and  oppression.  God  is  a-weary  of  the  prayers 
of  his  suffering  creatures,  and  the  day  of  reckoning  is  at  hand.  The  trampled  worm 
turns  ngato,  for  Heaven  hath  put  strength  into  its  cause.  Ye, — ^ye,  the  oppressors, — 
Abe  scourgers, — ^the  smiters  with  the  sword, — ^ye  who  make  laws  that  grind  the  very 
bones  of  the  children  of  the  land;  ye,  who  live  in  pampered  sloth,  that  the  life^ckened 
boor  may  drag  on  his  weary  days,  with  scarce  bread  or  sleep  to  brace  his  muscles 
for  his  task, — lye,  who  by  force  of  gold  and  numbers,  suck  out  our  strength  like  vam- 
pires  and  trample  on  the  exhausted  carcass ;  ye,  who  mangle  our  sons  with  your 
fiatogs,  wh0  bring  our  daughters  to  shame^  and  dishonour  the  grey  hairs  of  their 
mothers^-(1ike  her  yonder  who  is  heart-broken  before  thee) — .ye,  ye  will  be  the  first 
Co  peridh.  <  /  will  repay  V  saith  the  Lord  our  God ;  and  though  His  vengeance  sleep 
for  a  time,  the  quiver  of  wrath  will  one  day  be  unloosed.' 

'*  <  Thou  art  resolved  then  to  meet  my  propitiation  with  menaces  and  impreca- 
tions  F*  said  Felinski.  <  Is  it  not  also  written  that  <  mischief  shall  hunt  the  violent 
man?** 

«<Itisy— and  it  shaU  hunt  him  !*  suddenly  ejaculated  Erazm,  again  rising  from  his 
rest  *  The  war-whoop  is  already  on  the  air  I  From  Lithuania  to  the  Gory  Krapak, 
^ih>m  the  Baltic  to  the  Turkish  frontier, — the  cry  of  the  oppressed  has  gone  forth ! 
They  are  gathering  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands ; — strong  in  their  own  cause, 
.—atrong  iu  the  protecting  mercy  of  the  poor  man's  God, — strong  in  habits  of  long- 
sufiiering  and  frugality.  I  tell  thee^  Felinski  of  Lnblowicz,  the  fVvemen  of  Xawery's 
cave  are  as  a  scattered  handful,  compared  with  the  multitude  of  those  who  wear  the 
food  sign,  and  am  sworn  to  the  good  cause  !* 

»%. «  <  The  worse  for  Poland  and  for  them  !*  ejaculated  Felinski,  with  solemnity.  Ms 
it  not  enough  that  foreign  enemies  cabal  to  enchain  and  humiliate  this  unhappy 
country,  but  that  the  very  children  of  her  vitals  have  watched  for  the  hour  of  tribu- 
lation, to  plunge-  the  szabelka  into  her  sufifiBring  bosom  P* 

<<  <  Had  she  proved  a  tender  and  a  nursing  mother  alike  to  all  her  children,*  growled 
Ignacy, « no  foreign  enemy  would  have  prevailed  against  her,  no  foreign  ally  obtained 
prepondemncs  in  her  councils.  Animated  by  that  one  proud  gathering-word  of 
*  POLSKA  r-^tbe  people,— they  who  dig  her  soil  and  water  it  with  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  and  the  tean  of  their  wretchedne88^-.they— even  they-^would  have  joined  hand 
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in-  htiM^  ftDd  formed  a  f  rontier  of  iron  around  her  proyinces  True  it  is,  no  natural 
bttttreasefl^  no  protecting  fortreeses,  strengthen  her  outposts;  but  show  me  the  beer- 
muddled  Bnindcnburgher, — show  me  the  thick-skulled  Schwab^  Calmuck,  Moslem,  or 
Slowak, — who  would  have  perilled  his  life  against  die  protecting  lances  pointed  at 
them  by  the  high-«ouled  sons  of  Sarmatiay— the  countrymen  of  John  Sobieski  !* 

*<  *  And  they  will  yet  create  a  living  barrier  such  as  thou  describest  !*  cried  Pelinski 
with  enthusiasm.  *  It  cannot  be  that  they  would  behold  the  fair  fields  of  Mazowze 
trampled  by  the  hoofs  of  invasiea  ?* 

'*  *  They  would, — they  will  V  cried  Erazm,  ferocioudy  and  exultingly. 

"  <  What  matters  to  the  slave  the  name  or  nation  of  those  who  rivet  his  chains?* 
persisted  Ignacy.  *  It  were  even  less  bitter  to  know  that  the  foot  planted  on  our 
necks  is  that  of  an  alien,  than  thai  the  oppressor  is  the  son  of  our  mother.' 

^ '  Leave  justice  to  our  hands  V  cr^ed  young  Erazm,  his  breast  heaving  with  ex- 
citement. .  <  When  our  bonds  are  once  loosenedl,-~wheii  we  have  eompelled  the  Die- 
tmcflj  *the  Diet, — the  King  himself,  to  confirm  our  freedom  and  endow  us  with  a 
political  exiatence  as  dtiseas  of  the  Republic,  see  if  we  bring  not  her  enemies  captive 
to  her  feet.  Leave  justice^  yea,  leave  justice  to  our  hands  I  Pint,  the  equalization  of 
our  rights^ — first  release  from  our  oppressors, — and  then  defiance  to  the  Tzarina,  and 
downfal  to  the  dogs  of  Neva** 

^ '  Amen!*  responded  Juliusz,  who  with  kindling  eyes  and  clasped  hands  had  been 
listening  to  their  declamations ;  scarcely  able  to  subdue  himself  to  the  reverential  for- 
bearance  demanded  by  his  father's  presence. 

'^  <  But  for  tUj  in  the  day  of  retribution,*  said  Ignacy,  recalled  by  the  sound  of  the 
youDg  man's  yoice  to  his  iniUvidual  injuries  :  <  for  me  and  mine,  there  lies  a  separate 
path.  Lo!  we  hove  a  stain  to  wash  away  that  demands  a  nearer  reckoning;  and 
8weet  will  be  the  freedom  whose  earliest  hopes  are  baptized  in  the  blood  of  Konatanty 
FeUnski !' 

<<  *  The  blood  of  Konstanty  Felinski  !*  echoed  Erazm. 

** '  Never, — never, — never, — never  !*  exclaimed  a  voice  from  beneath  the  casement 
that  thrilled  the  hearts  of  all  present ;  and  Juliusz,  who  had  been  on  the  point  of  de» 
manding  retraction  of  the  threat,  rushing  to  the  window,  perceived  something  re- 
sembling a  female  figure  scudding  with  the  pace  of  a  hunted  hare  through  the  tall 
fern. 

** '  By  the  Agony  of  Christ,  'tis  Doska  !*  cried  the  old  charcoal-burner,  his  hard 
embrowned  fvLCe  growing  livid  with  rage,  and  his  sturdy  frame  trembling  with  emo- 
tion. 

"  '  'TIS  Doska  V  echoed  his  son,  no  less,  though  differently,  moved ;  for  his  counte- 
nance and  figure  acquired  an  expression  of  stern  and  fixed  implacability.  <  And  this 
time,  were  her  transit  as  the  flight  of  the  flit-mouse,  she  should  not  escape  me  !*  Tak- 
ing from  the  pin  on  which  it  was  slung,  the  loaded  rifle  he  had  deposited  there  on  his 
retnm  from  the  chase,  the  Weglarz  strode  across  the  cabin  floor ;  when  a  new  sur-; 
prise  awaited  the  perturbed  Felinski  1  Slowly  rising,  as  if  raised  by  miraculous  in- 
terposition,  the  death-pale  paralytic  woman  suddenly  lifted  her  arm  ;  and  throwing 
aside  the  covering  of  fin's,  seemed  to  oppose  a  maternal  interdiction  to  the  measures 
of  her  vindictive  son.  In  the  efifort  to  speak,  her  withered  face  became  fearfully  dis- 
torted, her  glazed  eyes  dilated,  and  the  wasted  limb  she  had  laboured  to  extend  fell 
powerless  to  her  side. 

*^  But  even  this  preternatural  appeal  was  ineffectual  to  arrest  the  movements  of  the 
chafed  tiger  about  to  spring  upon  his  prey.  Before  Ignacy  could  breathe  a  syllable, 
before  Juliusz  could  intercept  his  passage,  Erazm  had  burst  open  the  wicket,  bounded 
forth  into  the  forest,  and  after  the  suspense  of  two  dreadful  minutes,  during  which 
the  old  man  and  Juliusz  simultaneously  rushed  out  in  pursuit  of  the  desperado,  the 
sharp  report  of  a  gun  was  followed  by  a  shrill  scream  that  rang  in  the  ears  of  Felinski 
like  the  voice  of  death  !" 

While  this  scene  is  passing,  Konstanty  is  comfortably  seated  with 
Michaelokski  and  his  daughter. 

**  Michaelokski  earnestly  interrogated  his  guest  for  news  of  the  camp,  the  covrt, 
the  city ;  or  favoured  him  in  return  with  an  ironical  sketch  of  the  festivities  of  Wo* 
darodko.  To  listen  to  the  hearty  laughter  of  the  one,  and  note  the  finical  air  of 
comptaeeney  of  the  other,  no  olie  would  have  dreamed  that  the  beautiful  girl  who  sat 
with  them  at  the  board,.--.her  brow  so  cold,  her  cheek  so  pale^  her  voice  so  tremulous, 
—was  to  Michaelokski  a  beloved  daughter,  to  Konstanty  an  intended  wife. :  In  the 
ardonr  of  their  excllmaations  against  the  intrigues  of  the  house  of  Saxony,  and  the 
of  Bialystoky  the  saddened  aspect  of  Mineczka  was  overlooked ;  and  it 
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wa*  only  the  little  chlopienka  her  handmaid  Sxatxka,  who  stood  behind  her  chair,  by 
whom  her  unspoken  wishea  were  executed,  or  her  mute  sorrow  compaaaicmated. 
Konstanty  waa  scarcely  indeed  so  blind  aa  not  to  see  how  altered  washer  countenance^ 
and  how  depressed  her  air ;  but  hea  ttributed  all  to  the  mortification  of  her  threatened 
marriage  with  Nepomucen ;  aggrayated  by  the  power  of  comparison  between  her  be- 
sotted loTcr  and  himself, — the  gay  Ulilany — the  fbpling  of  Pulawy, — the  wonder  of 
the  Miasterzko  of  Lubloyst. 

^  Meanwhile,  Mineczlui's  emotions  were  of  no  common  order.— That  he  should  be 
there ! — sitting  opposite  to  her  father,  pledging  him  freely  in  the  wioe  cup^  challeng- 
ing  herself  by  an  occasional  exchange  of  courtesies ; — Konstanty, — ^her  aours  idol, 
her  youth*s  playmate, — Konstanty  the  beloyed  I  The  features  so  Tiridly  traced  upon 
her  imagination  were  before  her,  yet  she  dared  not  raise  her  eyes  to  gaxe  upon  them ; 
i— .the  voice  she  so  loved  to  remember,  the  expressions  to  simulate  during  his  absence, 
were  flowing  in  her  ears,  yet  she  dared  not  give  up  her  heart  to  the  sound.  He  was, 
there ; — ^would  be  there  again  and  again,  and  often.*— But  she  should  be  away ! — She 
to  escape  a  hateful  marriage  had  already  resolved  to  submit  to  immurement  in  the  mi* 
serable  cloister  of  Lubloyst ! — There  would  henceforth  be  sin  in  abandoning  herself 
to  the  joy  of  Konstanty's  presence :— she  was  about  to  forswear,  in  the  preaence  of  an 
Omniscient  Being,  all  sublunary  attachments, — all  human  predilections  I 

**  Yet  sometimes,  as  the  young  soldier's  gay  laugh  rang  in  her  ears,  and  his  tales  of 
court  fopperies  or  political  mischances  called  forth  the  applause  of  her  father.  Mi. 
neczka  could  not  help  wishing,  as  she  raised  her  hand  to  dash  away  unobserved  the 
importunate  tears,  that  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  gay  Konstanty  somewhat 
more  resembled  those  of  the  noble  and  generous  Juliusz.-  But  the  thought  was  mo» 
mentary.  .  The  heart  has  no  lasting  condemnation  for  its  idol8.«-It  was  he  with  all 
his  faults,— and  that  was  enough  I  ** 

Konstanty  and  his  host  quarrel^  and  Mineczka  is  dismissed  to  her 
chamber ;  but  on  his  departure^  the  young  soldier  contrives  to  exchange 
a  few  hasty  sentences  with  her  over  the  garden  gate. 

<<  <  Mina  I '.  whispered  young  Felinski,  leaning  fh>m  his  horse  on  pretext  of  a  part- 
ing salutation,  <  I  have  asked  your  hand  of  yeur  fother,  dearest ! — and  been  most 
uncourteouidy  refused.     I  ask  you  of  yourself; — are  you  equally  relentless  ?* 

<'  <  Alas !  my  fiither^s  will  is  absolute,*  faltered  Mineczka,  scarcely  daring  to  trust 
her  cat's,  and  a  deep  flush  overspreading  her  pale  face. 

^<  Teach  him  to  think  so  of  your  own,  fairest  and  dearest  Minecxka.  Rcust ! — 
Be  firm,  be  brave ;  and  trust  to  time  and  Konstanty  to  bring  the  old  gentleman  to 
reason.* 

**  <  And  do  you  then  truly  love  me  ?* — exclaimed  the  trembling  girl,  clasping  her 
hands  together,  and  raising  her  eyes  to  those  of  the  handsome  but  heartless  young 
soldier,  who  ill-deserved  the  fine,  free,  generous  expansion  of  womanly  tenderness  in> 
voluntarily  gleaming  through  her  tears. 

'<  <  With  heart,  and  soul,  and  honour  !**  cried  he,  well  experienced  in  the  art  of 
protestation.  <  But  we  are  observed — Farewell  I — I  will  find  means  for  our  meeting. 
Till  then,  courage,  fbrtitude^  and  faith  !  Have  I  your  pledge,  my  own  Mineczka  ?* 

«  <  You  have,  you  have  I'  she  exclaimed,  starting  at  the  approaching  footsteps  of 
her  father,  and  extending  towards  Felinski  a  hand  which  he  pressed  to  his  lips. 
*  For  ever  /*  whispered  he,  as  he  bent  over  it    <  My  bride  and  my  wife  !*  '* 

What  follows  we  think  exceedingly  beantiftd : — 

<<  The  prospects  of  happiness  so  suddenly  vouchsafed  to  the  gentle  Mineczka  had 
been  more  evanescent  than  is  the  wont  of  even  those  meteoric  gleams,  the  hopes  and 
dreams  of  love. 

«  <  Thou  shalt  hear  from  me  ;  I  will  devise  means  for  our  meeting,*  had  been  the 
farewell  words  of  Konstanty.  Yet  she  had  not  heard  from  him,  had  not  seen  him, 
since  the  eventful  hour  of  his  first  and  last,  and  only  appeal  to  her  tenderness.  A  few 
days  still  divided  her  from  the  fatal  sentence  which  was  to  deprive  her  for  ever  of  the 
ft^  breath  of  Heaven,  or  the  free  exercise  of  her  faculties.  She  knew  that  her  &ther 
had  twice  taken  counsel  with  the  reverend  mother  of  the  Carmelite  convent ;  but  the 
results  of  these  communications  did  not  transpire. 

**  Yet  although  the  dreaded  epoch  was  so  near  at  hand,  Mineczka  was  no  longer 
the  desponding  girl  on  whom  Konstanty's  eyes  had  fallen  on  visiting  Wraniczko.  She 
was  still  pale— still  attenuated—still  devoted  to  her  sable  weeds.  But  a  gleam  of  joy 
shone  as  it  were  in  the  very  depths  of  her  bright,  loving  eyes;  the  reanimated  blood 
seemed  springing  anew  in  the  blue  veins  that  tinged  her  transparent  complexion ;  her 
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two  long  pendant  bnids  of  hair  wen  brilliant  and  gloesy,  a«  if  nflecting  renewed  eun- 
ahine ;  and  a  smile  hoyered  on  her  delicate  lip,  as  though  ezprea^Te  of  rapture,  past, 
present,  or  to  come.  Love — ^liappy  love — ^had  &nned  her  with  his  wandering  winf^;  and 
dark  as  were  her  temporal  prospects,  the  heavenly  gales  of  its  dispensation  would  not 
pass  away.  Human  tenderness  is  rarely  measured  by  the  merits  of  its  object ;  nor  do 
yonng  hearty  captivated  and  enthralled  by  e:i:temal  fiiscinations,  balance,  with  clear 
and  unprejudiced  eyes,  the.  character  and  qualities  of  the  attractive  one.  A  maiden, 
emerging  as  it  were  from  childhood,  invests  the  being  on  whom  she  lavishes  the  ten- 
derness of  her  unsullied  heart  with  all  the  charms  and  all  the  excellencies  pictured  by 
her  ima^nation :  and  baring  formed  a  noble  and  striking  ideal  of  some  future  part- 
ner to  whom  her  existence  will  be  dedicated,  the  individual,  to  whom  caprice  or  acci- 
dent enchains  her  ftncy,  is  involuntarily  elevated  by  her  glowing  tenderness  to  the* 
standard  previously  established. 

<'  Such  was  the  passion  of  Michaelokski*s  daughter !  She  loved  Konstanty  nure. 
servedly  as  she  had  lored  him  in  her  cliildhood,  and  knew  no  cause  to  withdraw  the 
rich  gift  of  her  aflections.  She  knew  him  not  as  a  seducer,  a  betrayer,  a  dioer,  a 
hraggart,  a  heartless^  soulless  worldling;  he  was  still  the  idol  of  her  memory,  of  her 
presentiments. 

<<  That  evening,  that  precious,  evening,  when  she  had  heard  for  the  first  time  the 
avowal  of  his  preference  of  his  attachment ;  what  new  life  has  dawned  upon  her  I 
Every  object  around  assumed  a  new  character ;  the  earth  seemed  more  buoyant  under 
her  tread,  the  air  fresher  on  her  brow, — t)ie  flowers,  (the  happy  flowers  among  which 
she  was  standing  when  his  lips  had  futened  on  her  hand)  more  bright,  more  beauti- 
ful !  Having  retired  to  her  chamber,  she  threw  herself  on  her  knees — ^not  in  pre- 
sumptuous thanks  to  the  Almighty  that  she  was  loved  with  an  earthly  lore ;  but  in  a 
dream  of  silent  and  devout  joy, — of  gratitude  for  surpassing  happiness, — without  re- 
ftrence  to  its  object  or  its  prospects.  But  unable  to  secliide  herself  from  the  beauty 
of  the  summer  sky,  Mineczka  soon  went  fbrth  again,  and  breathed  a  word  of  kindness 
to  theboor-maidens  as  she  passed :  she  wanted  every  one  to  be  as  happy  as  herself.  * 
Her  alms  were  more  lavish  in  the  cottages  than  they  had  ever  been  before ;  and  more 
than  one  Chlopka  of  Wraniczko  fancied  there  were  tears  in  the  eyes  of  the  gentle  Pa- 
nlenka,  as  she  imprinted  a  kiss  that  evening  upon  the  foreheads  of  their  young  chil-. 
dren,  and  accorded  some  concession  or  preferment  to  the  mothers.  Even  her  &ther, 
displeased  and  perturbed  as  he  was, — ^was  insensibly  touched  by  the  tenderness  of  her 
Toice,  and  the  humility  of  her  caresses  when  they  met  at  supper.  To  all  his  reproofs 
she  replied  with  meekest  obedience ;  to  all  his  taunts,  with  softest  resignation.  The 
beatitude  of  her  inward  heart  beamed  upon  her  fiice ;  and  she  sat  by  his  side  as  an 
angel  guest  at  the  household  board  of  the  Patriareh  1 

<<  That  night,  sleep  visited  not  those  beaming  eyes,  nor  calmed  those  soft  emotions ; 
and  the  early  dawn  found  her  pacing  her  chamber,  repeating  in  broken  murmurs  to 
herself  the  protestations  and  promises  of  Konstanty.  She  was  <  to  hear  from  him  !'— 
How  soon? — It  was  almost  day !  He  would  shortly  despatch  some  trusty  messenger 
to  her  relief  ;•— perhaps  return,  when  her  father  was  likely  to  be  engaged  in  his  duties 
of  the  fiirm ; — nay,  perhaps  he  was  already  at  hand.  She  looked  fbrth  from  her  lat- 
tice, instigated  by  this  wild  and  sudden  hope ! — No !  he  was  not  there  1  nothing  was 
stirring.  She  saw  only  the  same  trees,->the  same  pastures, — the  same  distant  forest 
on  which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  gaze  from  her  infancy ;  but  when  had  they  ever 
seemed  so  instinct  with  elements  of  beauty  and  happiness  ? 

**  The  day  passed  slowly,— but  not  painfViUy  ;^-for  throughout  that  flrst  day  there 
was  hope  in  every  moment.  Each  sound  that  greeted  her  ear  appeared  precursive  of 
his  coming ;  and  restless'  as  she  was,  every  spot  she  quitted  seemed  on  the  point  of 
being  glorified  by  his  presence.  She  wandered  into  the  corn-fields, — stood  on  the  brow 
of  the  hilL  No  one  approached ; — neither  konstanty,  nor  Konstanty's  messenger 
came  to  relieve  her  anxieties.  But  had  he  not  bidden  her  be  of  good  cheer, — ^had  he 
not  exhorted  her  to  courage? — She  wwM  be  brave, — she  would  be  cheerful ; — and, 
sad  as  ic  was  to  find  the  shades  of  night  gathering  round  without  having  again  be- 
held him, — he  who  was  now  solely  and  exclusively  her  own,.i.4he  chided  back  the 
starting  tears,  and  again  smiled  upon  her  father. 

"  Alas  I  even  the  next  morning, — ^the  next  noon — the  next  night, — ^brought  no  Kon- 
stanty ;  and  now,  her  overnsxcited  feelings  began  to  sink,  and  her  strength  to  fail. 
She  had  not  slept — she  had  not  eaten,  since  the  moment  of  her  paramount  joy ;  and 
was  unprepared  to  fall  at  once  from  that  glorious  and  giddy  elevation  into  the  depths 
of  despair ! Had  he  deceived  her, — made  mockery  of  her  ? — Might  he  not  be  an  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  her  fathcr,-rthc  agent  of  old  Pulafski — ^the  avenger  of  the 
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■lighted  Juliusz  f    Her  pride  8w«lled  icbellioiuly  at  the  tugrgfestien ! — No  ! It  conid 

not  be  ' — Was  he  not  Komtanty — ^the  beloved — the  all.«xceUing  \ 
«  Another  day !— and  ttill  no  tidings." 

Very  di£ferent  from  the  causes  surmised  by  the  lovely  maiden^  were 
the  real  occupations  of  Konstantf .  Of  her  affections^  we  have  seen  the 
purity^  the  enthusiasm^  and  the  tenderness  ;  we  have  now  to  look  upon 
the  love  of  woman^  that  "  lovely  and  fearful  thing,"  in  a  darker  shape ; 
in  the  mad>  clinging,  headlong,  and  infatuated  passion  of  Dosks. 

In  returning  through  the  forest,  Konstanty  comes  up  to  a  certain  Jew 
who  had  occasionally  supplied  him  with  money. 


^  <  How  now,  friend  Szmuhl  !*  cried  he,  reining  up.      '  Art  robbed,  man, 
— murdered, — or  sprighted  with  forest  fiends,  and  the  Niemczyk?    Thy  lambskin 
cap  stands  on  end  for  consternation  !* 

*<  In  a  few  incoherent  words,  the  Jew  explained  himself  sufficiently  to  induce  the 
young  soldier  to  turn  back  in  his  company ;  and  on  reaching  the  spot  where  he  had 
left  the  mui'dered  body,  Konstanty  Pelinski,  leaping  like  a  madman  from  his  hone, 
threw  himself  on  his  knees  beside  it,  seizedthe  lifeless  hands  in  his  own,  and  pressed 
his  lips  to  the  death-dewed  temples,  uttering  a  thousand  exclamations  of  horror,  rage, 
and  menace. 

"  <  Tis  Doska  !'  cried  he,  *  They  hare  murdered  her ! — Help,  Zyd,  help ; — ^there  is 
warmth  in  her  yet     Help  ! — a  handkerchief  to  stanch  the  blood  !*  " 

The  Jew  is  induced,  by  promise  of  reward,  to  give  shelter  to  the 
wounded  and  insensible  girl ;  who,  it  should  be  noticed,  after  her  seduc- 
tion, had  been  induced  by  her  perfidious  lover  to  leave  the  province,  and 
lead  a  vagabond  and  degraded  iife  with  a  band  of  Bohemian  jugglers. 

«  <  How  is  it  with  thee  now  ?*  inquired  the  Jewess,  in  a  far  more  gentle  tone,  as 
she  noted  their  departing  footsteps,  addressing  herself  to  one  who  occupied  the  bed  of 
da'is  gracing  her  inner  chamber  ;  a  commodiously  and  even  richly  furnished  retreat. 
<  Is  thy  pain  less,  or  thy  thirst ;  and  throb  thy  pulses  somewhat  less  wildly?*  And 
she  passed  her  swarthy  hand  over  the  clay-cold  and  ashen-pale  cheek  of  the  suffering 
Doska,  who  was  now  subdued  from  the  caustic  mockery  of  her  ordinary  fbrm  of  speech. 

*'  <  I  could  have  thought — ^nay  sworn,*  faltered  the  miserable  girl,  <  (hat  I  heard  hit 
voice  in  the  sharpest  of  my  anguish ;  and  that  'twas  his  hand  which  held  my  own  in 
my  agony,' 

«  <  Whose,  sweetheart  ?' 

*'  *  His,  Salomea  I  Well  knowest  thou  that  for  me  there  breathes  but  one  man  on 
this  earth.' 

«  <  StiU  but  one  ?' 

«  <  Still,  and  for  ever  ! — My  brain  is  very  sick,  Salomea  ! — strange  figures  flit 
thither  and  hither  before  my  eyes.  But  surely,  surely  'twas  no  dream  ? — He  has 
been  with  me  ?' 

^  <  CichOj  cicho, — cicho  ! — Let  me  hear  no  prating  with  the.  patient,  woman !' — 
muttered  a  gniif  voice  from  the  outer  chamber.  <  How  shall  my  drugs  work, 
wliile  thou  chafest  the  nerves  and  swellest  the  arteries  with  thy  prabbling  !-_Covcr 
the  light  closely, — and  breathe  no  further  word.' 

'<  <  But  one  I'  muimered  the  almost  dying  girl,  as  the  Zydowka  leant  over  her 
to  bathe  her  temples  with  a  cooling  ablution,  ere  she  fulfilled  the  rough  commands 
of  her  husband.  <  And  prythee  let  me  call  thee  Matka,  good  Salomea,  while  I  lie 
under  thy  roof, — ^for  the  very  name  of  mother  hath  a  sweet  sound  to  a  dying  car.' 

"  *  Dying  ? — Nay  !'  interrupted  Salomea. 

*^  <  One  word  then, — or  the  anodyne  will  scarcely  work  its  spell.  Was  it,->tnu 
it  indeed  he  who  tended  me  so  heedfnlly  ?* 

^  <  It  was,— hush,  not  a  syllable, — sleep  and  be  at  peace.'  " 

The  Jew  couple,  who  are*  deep  in  the  secrets  of  the  Confederacy,  are 
seated  by  their  fireside,  whispering  their  guilty  secrets,  while  the 
wounded  girl  raves  in  the  slumber  of  delirium  ;^ 

^  '  Safe  as  the  seven  sleepers,  though  scarce  so  slumbrous,'  said  he,  tapping  his 
forehead  significantly.  <  The  maiden's  brain  is  wandering  ; — and  as  maidens* 
brains  are  apt  to  wander,  she  dreameth  of  her  lover  ;— muttering  words  of  their 
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/^9t  ttcounter  in  the  Poszcza,  and  their  kui  encounter  in  the  Puszcza  f  and  that  *tit 
meet  her  death  should  chance  where  chanced  her  shame.'  *' 

Though  Konstanty  could  not  abandon  his  wounded  victim^  bleeding  in 
the  forest^  her  deaths  as  a  probable  obstacle  to  his  mercenary  marriage^ 
or^  at  all  events^  her  removal  from  the  country^  for  which  he  bargained 
with  the  Jew^  were  now  the  objects  nearest  his  cold  and  selfish  heart. 
He  stealthily  visits  the  dwelling  of  the  Jew,  whom  he  finds  absent^  and 
upbraids  Salomea  for  her  husband's  breach  of  contract. 

<< '  That  scheme  did  /  force  him  to  abandon,*  said  the  old  woman,  fai  a  positive  tone. 
<  This  g-irl  hath  an  interest  in  mine  eyes.  I  did  not  dream  that  a  mother's  heart- 
thrill  would  ever  waken  anew  in  my  bosom,  as  it  hath  done  since  Dorosca's  presence 
here  seems  to  summon  up  my  Jagniusia  from  the  grave.  If,  when  she  rises  from  her 
bed  of  pain,  the  girl  so  wills  it  and  consents  to  renounce  her  wandering  ways,  verily 
she  shall  abide  with  me,  and  be  unto  me  as  a  daughter  V 

<(  <  That  may  not  be  !* — exclaimed  Konstanty.  <  By  especial  contract  with  Szmuhl, 
he  engaged  to  conduct  the  girl  to  Lithuania.  To  Lithuania  she  must  go ;  and  here,* 
he  continued,  taking  finom  his  vest  a  purse  of  ducats,  (obtained  from  his  father  on 
pretext  of  an  engagement  to  disburse  to  a  brother  officer,) — *•  here  is  my  share  towards 
the  discharge  of  the  covenant* 

^  <  Ay  !*— cned  Salomen,  with  a  look  of  ineffable  disdain,  <  the  one  universal  answer 
of  Christian  lips  to  the  appeal  of  a  child  of  Israel  !*-<<  Take  money,  Jew ! — ^hold  thy 
peace ;  do  my  bidding ! — What  boots  the  searing  of  thy  conscience,  the  forfeiture  of 
thy  soul? — Take  money,  Jew! — ^Stab,  rob,  conspire,  seduce,  kidnap,  destroy!— but 
rebel  not  against  the  Christian  fiend  that  buys  with  gold  thy  administration  to  his 
evil  passions  .'* ' 

**  <  Peace,  fouUmouthed  woman  1* — cried  Konstanty,  tossing  the  purse  upon  the  table, 
and  in  his  fury  forgetting  his  previous  precautions.  '  I  am  about  to  quit  Lublowicz. 
As  I  have  appointed,  so  let  it  be  done,  and  quickly ;  or  by  the  nuintle  of  St.  Sergius, 
when  nexr  I  visit  Lubloyst-. ' 

^  He  was  interrupted  by  a  piercing  shriek  from  the  inner  chamber.  His  voice, 
elevated  by  the  inflection  of  rage,  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  sufferer.  <  Konstanty  U— 
Konstanty ! — Konstanty  I* — she  cried,  in  an  accent  whose  piteousness  served  only  to 
deepen  the  sneer  with  which  the  Zydowca  stood  regarding  the  perplexed  Felinski. 

^  '  Violence  may  re-open  the  wound,  and  protract  her  recovery  !*  said  she.  <  For 
thine  oum  selfish  sake^  speak  a  word  of  sulace  to  the  girl.* 

^  '  No  good  can  come  of  such  an  interview,*  he  replied.  <  Tell  her,  &ilomea,  I  am 
already  departed.*  And  he  was,  indeed,  about  to  make  for  the  door  of  the  street  cham- 
ber, when  three  heavy  knocks  on  the  door-frame  announced  some  new  visitors. 

«  <  Away  !*  cried  Salomea,  using  nearly  the  same  adjuratiions  she  had  addressed  to 
Konstanty.  <  Szmuhl  the  Jew  is  sick  of  a  heavy  sickness,  and  may  not  be  disturbed 
at  this  hour  of  the  evening.* 

*<  <  Open  in  the  name  of  the  Grodski  of  Lubloyst  !*  cried  a  voice  only  too  well  re- 
cognized by  ^falomea  as  that  of  the  predco  or  high  constable  of  the  Ratusz. 

(i  <  Tysiac  Diablow ! — ^the  fellow  must  not  find  me  here  ;*  cried  young  Felinski ; 
and,  following  the  instigations  of  his  cowardly  pride,  he  hastily  retreated  towards  the 
inner  chamber,  locking  it  as  he  closed  the  door;  indifferent  to  the  misfortune  of  find- 
ing himself  in  the  affectionate  Doroska*s  presence,  by  comparison  mth  that  of  being 
discovered  in  the  lair  of  Szmuhl  the  Usurer,  by  a  district  officer,  the  boon  companion 
of  his  father. 

'< '  My  Konstanty  !*  faultered  the  faint  voice  of  Doska,  as  the  noble  figure  of  the 
young  Uhlan  was  displayed  by  the  flickering  light  of  the  iron  nightJamp.  '  Is  it 
thpu  indeed  ? — at  last, — .yet  ever  welcome  !* 

<<  *  Hush  !  Doska,  hush  !*  he  murmuied,  bending  over  her  pillow  and  imprinting  a 
cold  kiss  on  her  fevered  forehead.  <  Strangers-listrn  in  the  adjoining  chamber.  I  will 
tpt&k  with  thee  anon.*  And  seating  himself  on  the  cushion  where  Salomea  had  been 
kneeling  to  minister  to  the  patient,  he  reclined  his  head  upon  her  pillow.  Encircling 
it  in  her  faint  arms  with  the  tenderness  bestowed  by  a  mother  on  her  babe,  Di^ska 
mingled  silent  tears  with  the  kisses  she  impressed  upon  the  rich  i-aven  curU  of  her 
lover;  nay,  even  upon  the  yerj  hem  of  his  garment.  She  dared  not  invade  the  brows 
so  often  bent  upon  her  in  scorn,— so  often  in  haired.  It  was  enough  that  he  was 
there  ;  that  he  was  beside  her ;  that  it  was  his  breath  which  rose  and  fell  under  her 
hand ;  Konstanty,  the  beloved,  the  betrayer,  the  foi-saker ;  but  still  the  beloved !  Hei 
anguish  was  over !    She  felt  no  further  pain  from  her  wound,  no  further  debility,  no 
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further  lie^eMnefli;  her  hMrt  bait  lo  quidc,  her  htmA  eamt  ••  faiphtglj,  her  Iwi 
fell  lo  fiMt,  that  she  hmfd  not  aught  paaiBf  1a  the  outer  chember.  Koaitaiity  was  ia 
her  armi»  aad  ihe  felt  capable  of  again  ralferiiig  fiir  him»  elurlng  for  hiiiiy  fighting  for 
hhB,  <^iif  ^^  ^^ «  TB*9  capable  and  witling  as  erar.  Oh !  woman)  woman  !  must 
•achy  ftmn  aga  to  age,  be  the  folly  and  fortune  of  thy  deitinies  P" 

I0  liig  eoncealment^  the  young  soldier  overhears  from  the  Jesuit  the 
i^ole  secrets  and  plan  of  the  insurrection^  the  place^  the  hour  of  meeting, 
the  pass. word  of  the  night.  His  resolution  to  profit  by  this  discovery, 
for  his  own  advancement^  is  taken  in  an  instant.  He  resolves  to  be 
present  at  the  midnight  meeting  of  the  confederates  in  the  forest^  and 
then  to  gallop  to  Warsaw  with  intelligence  so  welcome  to  his  patron 
Prince  Czartoryski.    And  thus  he  takes  his  heartless  leave : — 

«  ( Dosha  I  I  have  no  moment  to  loae ! — ^There  is  treason  toward, — others  is  mis- 
chief in  the  forest, — And  I  must  follow  yonder  fleece-cladden  wolf  till  I  reach  the 
quarry  on  which  he  Is  about  to  batten.     Fear  nothing,  Doeka  ! — I  will  secure  the    - 
outlets  of  this  accursed  sewer  of  iniquity  ;  and,  till  Salomea*s  return,  thou  art  safe, 
my  girl,  as  the  fledgeling  in  its  nest — * 

"  <  Over  Avhich  a  hawk  is  hovering ' — Reach  me  a  cup  of  water,  Konstanty :  my 
soul  is  faint  within  me  !* — ^faltered  the  unfortunate  damsel,  overcome  by  the  excite- 
ment she  had  recently  aadergon&  <  And  tarry  with  mc,  dearest,  yet  a  moment,  that  I 
may  gain  strength  for  further  trials ;  for  darkness,  solitude^  abandonment  V 

« <  Impossible  T*  cried  Konstanty,  neglecting  one  request  and  spuming  the  other. 
'  There  hangs  a  mighty  destiny  on  the  hour  with  which  I  may  not  trifle ! — ^Farewell, 
sweet !— Thou  shalt  hear  from  me  at  mom.     Farewell  I  be  of  good  cheer.' 

Passing  over  many  intermediate  events,  scenes  of  cunning  diplomacy 
in  Warsaw ;  of  heart-rending  agony  in  the  households  of  Felinski  and 
Michaelokski ;  of  intrigue  and  treachery  among  the  Jesuits^  who  or- 
ganized the  insurrection,  we  come  to  the  revolt  on  the  point  of 
bursting  out ; — ^the  people^  led  by  Juliusz^  ready  to  take  arms^  and  his 
brother^  Konstanty,  advancing  from  Warsaw  with  the  troops  which 
were  to  subdue  the  rebellion,  while  the  insurgents  are  still  in  complete 
ignorance  that  their  plans  had  been  discovered.  Here  various  and  con- 
flicting scenes  are  managed  with  much  felicity^  and  a  thoroughunder- 
standing  of  the  springs  which  regulate  the  complicated  machinery  of  a 
popular  movement. 

"  Never  had  the  eyes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Lubloyst  fixed  themselves 
so  eagerly  on  the  departing  day-light,  or  so  languished  for  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
as  on  that  which  was  to  display  the  signals  of  insurgency.  The  evening  came.  The 
sun,  as  if  jealous  of  their  happiness,  sent  forth  a  lurid  gleam  of  deep  red  light ;  and 
the  dwellers  of  the  valley,  bidden  to  look  towards  the  high  ridge  of  the  forest  for  the 
beacon-light  announced  by  Joachim,  gazed  and  gazed  towards  that  western  horizon, 
doubting,  wondering,  and  debating,  whether  the  glimmering  redness  were  produced 
by  the  expiring  day,  or  by  the  promised  signaL 

« <  Behold  I*  cried  Ignacy  to  his  sons,  looking  earnestly  from  the  eminence  pointed 
out  by  Juliusz  to  his  father  as  the  central  vista  of  the  forest,  *  Behold  it  increases ! — 
It  is  not  sunset!  it  is  no  reflection  of  the  evening ;  for  evening  wanes  with  a  slow  and 
steady  expiration,  and  yonder  light  flickers  and  wavers.* 

« <  1  see  a  vapour  as  of  beacon  smoke  overhanging  the  spot  !*  cried  Matiasz,  raising 
his  confederatka  cap  fh>m  his  brows,  with  a  sentiment  of  adoration  such  as  a  Mede 
or  Persian  might  have  testified  towards  the  luminary  of  the  heavens. 

'<  <  1  see  a  tongue  of  flame  curling  upward  to  the  skies  !* — exclaimed  Erezm,  bending 
his  knee  to  earth,  and  stretching  forward  his  head  through  the  dusky  twilight  <  HoiJiu 
MA ! — ^Vi  VAT  !— the  day  and  the  hour  are  come !'  And,  without  rising  from  his  knee^ 
he  turned  suddenly  to  the  old  father  beside  him,  an4  pressed  his  lips  again  and  again 
in  silent  gratulation  to  the  toiUhardened  hand  of  the  Weglarz. 

« <  Up  and  onwards  !*  cried  Matiasz.  <  Lose  not  a  minute.  No  longer  skulkers 
in  the  forest  clearing,  but  in  arms  for  our  native  country  we  muster  this  night  at 
Ostronimptszdi.' 

« <  And  thence  maroh  to  the  muisteczko  !*  cried  Erazm. 

« <  Croas  in  hand  will  the  ministers  of  the  Almighty  lead  you  on,*  said  Ignacy 
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graTely,  as  if  to  moderate  the  excitement  of  his  two  rash  boys.  <  But  of  this  oh  !  my 
80D8,  be  minded ;  that  if  again  young  JuUusbb  Fdinski  take  station  among  the  Coti. 
federates  of  Lubionk  i,  ye  shali  behold  in  him  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  not  the 
brother  of  Konstanty.' 

*^  *  And  yet  the  name  of  Feiinski        ' 

"  *  la  sanctified  when  home  by  a  true  patriot !'  interrupted  the  Weglan  in  a  tone 
of  paternal  authority ;  <  Nay,  were  even  liis  base-minded  brother  enrolled  in  the  cause 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  there  should  be  a  day  for  duty,  and  an  after  day  for  reyenge.  It 
is  not  meet  that  the  cause  of  God  and  his  saints,  o/  Liberty  and  the  Republic,  be  in. 
termpted  and  polluted  by  lewd  quarrels  or  animosities.  To  parley  with  the  nobie 
brawlers  of  Petrikow,  the  hirelings  of  Muscovy,  is  the  business  of  the  ConiMterates  of 
Lubionki :  to  wreak  retribution  on  the  betrayer,  the  business  of  the  Weglarze  of  the 
PuszcHu  We  march,  boys,  eren  to  the  gates  of  the  DieU  Tiiere  will  be  leisure  here, 
after,  to  seek  in  the  wantonness  of  his  wassailage,  this  minion  of  the  court,  and  wash 
oat  in  his  blood  remembrance  of  our  humiliations.* 

<<  <  To  Ostronimptszch  !*  cried  Erazm,  examining  his  pistols,  and  thrusting  them 
into  the  leathern  girdle  of  his  koszula.  *  Let  us  conquer  ere  we  decide  on  the  order 
of  Tictory.' 

'<  And  ere  they  reached  the'cabin,  the  enkindlement  of  the  Puscza-beacon  was  cor- 
roborated by  many  an  answering  fire  on  the  surrounding  heights. 

«  <  Alazowsze  is  in  arms  !*  cried  the  old  man  waving  his  arm.  *■  God  be  her  guide 
and  ours — ^the  day  of  ddiverance  is  at  hand !'  " 

Our  extracts  have  already  been  drawn  out  to  such  great  length,  that 
we  dare  not  enter  upon  the  rapid  and  stirring  scenes  of  the  insurrection ; 
the  timidity  and  utter  confusioA  of  some  of  the  bewildered  civic  digni- 
taries; the  courage  and  presence  of  mind  displayed  by  others;  or  the 
gtief  and  despair  of  the  noble  Juliusz,  on  finding  the  patriot  bands 
which  he  led  on  to  the  freedom  of  Poland,  mixed  up  with  an  infuriate 
ralrt>Ie,  whose  object  was  indiscriminate  destruction  and  pillage.  He  re- 
ceives his  death-wound  from  an  unknown  hand,  in  a  fray  in  the  market- 
place ;  and  his  brother  Konstanty  perishes  by  the  blowing  up  of  a  powder 
magazine,  fired  by  the  frantic  Doska,  acting  under  the  mad  idea  that,  by 
destroying  the  troops  she  hears  trampling  over  her  subterraneous  prison, 
she  shall  punish  the  assassins  of  her  lover.  In  this  unconsciously  re- 
tributive act,  she,  of  course,  immolates  herself.  From  these  scenes  of 
horror,  devastation,  and  blood,  we  turn  to  the  desolate  halls  of  Feiinski, 
overhung  with  a  funeral  pall.  The  two  fathers,  moved  by  anxiety  for 
Konstanty,  who  seemed  to  have  disappeared  so  mysteriously  in  the 
forest,  while  he  had,  in  reality,  traveUed  in  wUd  haste  to  Warsaw,  to 
give  intelligence  of  the  insurrection;  and,  affected  by  the  agony  of 
Mineczka,  who  imagined  her  truant  lover  murdered,  had  been  in  search 
of  him,  and  were  returning  together,  utterly  unconscious  of  the  events 
which  had  occurred  during  their  absence,  and  delighted  with  accidental 
tidings  of  Konstanty's  safety  and  promotion,  and  the  high  favour  in 
which  he  stood  with  the  Prince,  his  patron,  with  whom  he  had  hastily 
undertaken  some  secret  expedition,  when  they  are  met  by  the  Jew,  and 
hear  the  dreadful  news  of  the  revolt  and  suppression  of  the  sedition. 
Feiinski  trembles  for  his  son. 

<<  Every  mile  of  their  remaining  journey  was  a  work  of  toil  and  anxiety  to  the  two 
fathers.  Their  way-worn  beasts  were  scarcely  equal  to  bo  speedy  a  resumption  of  their 
travel ;  and  although  at  Wielicz  they  obtained  fresh  horses,  the  confirmation  there 
received  of  the  news  fhmi  Warsaw,  accompanied  by  rumours  of  a  serious  struggle  the 
preceding  night  between  the  military  and  the  people,  did  but  fearfully  increase  their 
disquietuides. 

«  <  I  will  cut  short  across  the  pastures  to  Lublowicz,  without  entering  the  town,* 
said  Feiinski  in  a  low  voice  to  his  friend,  as  they  approached  within  a  quarter  of  a 
league  of  Lubloyst. 

•<  <  And  /  win  take  the  Poszcza  road  to  Wraniczko,*  replied  Michaelokski ;  <  paus- 
ing a  moment  at  your  gate  to  learn  that  all  is  welL* 
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« I^gBAn  they  relapsed  into  silence ;  and  although  when  each  occasionally  uttcved  a 
few  words  to  the  other,  it  was  in  encouragement  and  mutual  assurance  that  they  and 
theirs  could  he  In  no  way  concerned  in  the  eyent,  yet  Michaelokski  was  not  surprised 
when  they  reached  a  sandy  portion  of  the  road  that  muffled  the  stepping  of  their  hone% 
to  hear  deep  sobs  bursting  from  the  breast  of  his  companion. 

<<  <  My  heart  sinks  within  me  !*  fidtered  the  old  man,  as  they  approached  the  fiuin 
lo  near  as  to  discern  through  the  twilight  its  dim  plantations,  its  white  walls,  its 
homely  stacks  and  bams,  all  tranquil  in  their  uaual  rustic  seclusion.  <  It  needs  to 
love  and  build  our  hopes  upon  a  child,  as  tenderly  as  I  upon  my  Juliusi,  to  apprsdate 
the  tenors  now  fluttering  in  my  bosom.' 

<i  Alas ! ^The  first  objects  that  struck  him  on  entering  the  precincts  of  the  farm, 

were  military  accoutrements  hanging  in  all  directions  on  the  palings.  The  stable  was 
filled  with  troop  horses ;  and,  as  the  two  &rm«rs  dismounted,  they  were  roughly  shoul- 
deied  by  the  hussars  in  possession  of  the  place ! 

«  Felinski  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  that  of  his  companion,  silently  pointing  to  the 
ground  as  they  entered  the  kitchen  where  the  soldiers  were  carousing.  Althoagh 
ashes  were  profusely  scattered  on  the  floor,  a  track  of  blood  was  distinctly  visible 
towards  the  hall ;  and  the  old  man  doubted  not,  as  he  staggered  towards  the  door, 
that  the  blood  beneath  his  foet  was  the  pi^eeious  liib-blood  of  his  child !  And  lo  * — 
while  his  soul  sunk  heavy  within  him,  and  a  murmur  as  of  struggling  emotion<i  and 
contending  horrors  perplexnl  his  ears, — the  dragoons  carousing  round  his  dishonoured 
board  were  passing  ribald  jests,  and  roaring  Bacchanalian  songs  of  triumph  I 

^  But  Felinksi  as  yet  apprehended  not  half  his  misfortunes.  The  hall  he  now 
threw  open  was  illuminated  with  many  tapers.  But  amid  the  unnatural  brilliancy 
of  the  scene,  there  was  a  stillness  as  of  death ;  and,  though  that  narrow  space  con- 
tained all  that  was  dear  to  him  on  earth;  althohgh  his  sons— yea  !  both  hie  sons  were 
there there  breath  was  not  on  the  air,  nor  their  shadow  on  the  wall ! 

<^  Close  beside  the  door  stood  the  aged  Katarzynka,  with  the  handmaidens  of  the 
farm  ranged  in  silent  array  by  her  side ;  the  fixed  torpor  of  grief,  pourtrayed  in  her 
face,  being  far  more  eloquent  than  words  to  the  apprehensions  of  the  heart-stricken 
father.  At  some  distance,  Szatzka  and  Blazek  of  Wraniczko  were  kneeling  befi»re  a 
temporary  Calvary,  affixed  against  the  wall;  and  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  chan- 
ber  stood  a  bed,  (dragged  thither  for  some  inexplicable  purpoee,)  beside  which  sat  the 
daughter  of  Michaelokski,  pale,  cold,  and  rigid  as  a  uiarble  effigy,  on  whom  their 
sudden  entrance  produced  neither  change  nor  movement  At  her  feet  was  the  fayouri^ 
wolf-dog*  of  young  Pulafski ;  but  instead  of  starting  up,  after  the  wont  of  his  nature, 
to  resist  the  approach  of  strange  footsteps,  the  poor  brute  lay  extended  theiv,  immof«- 
able,  as  though  aware  that  the  business  of  his  U%  was  over ! 

«  The  old  man  saw  the  sentence  of  his  destiny  uiscribed,  as  by  the  finger  of  God, 
before  his  eyes ;  nor  did  his  pulse  quicken,  or  his  breath  shorten,  as  with  a  grave  and 
resolute  step  he  traversed  the  chamber  and  stood  l)eside  the  bed.     There  indeed  lay 

Juliusz, cold,  death-stretched,  death-pale; — but  lovely,  as  in  a  sleep  M'hose  dreams 

are  soothing.  Like  all  who  perish  by  gun.«hot  woonds,  there  was  languor  in  his 
countenance ;  like  all  who  perish  young,  there  was  the  promise  of  Heayen  upon  his 
brow.  The  rich  aubuni  hair  was  not  yet  matted  to  his  fine  forehead  by  the  devn  of 
death ;  and  those  who  loved  him  might  gaze  upon  his  beauty,  and  fancy  that  the 
breath  of  life  was  suspended,  not  extinguished,  on  his  lips. 

"  But  what  was  the  mysterious  thing,  en  wrapt  in  a  bloody  sheet,  that  lay  beside 
him— over  which  tlie  cold  hand  of  Mineczka  was  extended  in  involuntary  guardian- 
ship ?— 

<<  Alas  !  it  needed  not  to  inquire.  But  one  thing  had  she  loved  ;  but  one  earthly 
foini  had  she  cherished  with  the  passion  of  attachment  originating  such  grief  as  the 
grief  depicted  in  her  face ;  and  a  riffht  of  pcfssession  was  marked  in  the  pertinacity 
%vith  which  she  laid  her  hand  upon  that  fearful  object,  as  though  to  protect  it  from 
farther  injury  from  the  rude  soldiers  whose  merriment  echoed  in  her  ears.  It  was, 
it  coMld  be  none  other  than  the  idol  of  her  youth,  the  husband  her  heart  had  choaen, 
the  eldest-bom  of  the  bereaved  Felinski  ! 

*^  The  mangled  remains  of  Konstanty,  extricated  from  the  mins  of  the  Zydowka*s 
dwelling,  (blown  to  atoms  by  a  sudden  and  mysterious  explosion  during  the  outrages 
of  the  preciMMling  night,)  were  indeetl  gathered  there  in  preparation  for  their  last  abid- 


I 


*  The  reader  cannot  feel  the  beauty  of  this  incident,  as  we  have  not  mentioned  the 
young  Pulafski ;  who,  if  not  the  most  interesting,  is  among  the  most  original  of  the 
character. 
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Inf  plaee  ;  and  when  Felinski  rainly  attempted  to  raise  the  linen  from  the  defeatured 
corpaa,  lie  ftnind  that  gentle  hands  had  forestalled  the  attempt ;  that  Mineczka's  faith- 
fal  tendemeM  had  exerted  itself  to  ttw  the  fktal  winding-sheet  xtmnd  the  mangled 
body  of  her  lorer ! 

** «  Disturb  it  noU-distnrb  it  not  !*  faltered  the  agonized  girl,  starting  as  with  a 
sense  of  pain  on  beholding  another  touch  than  her  own  pro&ne  the  dead  <  *ris  all 
that  an  arenging  God  hath  left  me  !* 

*^  *  My  sons — my  braye  sons  !*  cried  Felinski  with  a  broken  Toice,  fixing  his  eyes , 
upon  the  bed»  while  Michaelokski  enfolding  his  heart-broken  daughter  in  his  arms, 
Tainly  attempted  to  sooth  her  anguish.     '  Ohie  only  question,  aney  one  only,  and  I 
have  done  1  They  fell  in  opposing  factions ;  my  young  soldier,  my  patriot  boy.  Fought 
they  hand  to  hand^-^died  they  with  the  guilt  of  firatridde  upon  their  souls?* 

^  <  Jnliusi  fell  nobly  and  like  a  hero,  defending,  sword  in  hand,  the  liberties  of  bis 
country,*  murmured  the  object  of  his  faithful  tenderness,  pointing  to  the  broken  hilt 
of  the  KarabeUa  that  lay  beside  him.  <  A  mysterious  and  less  honoured  fate  awaited 
hit  bioUier.  But,  by  the  blessing  of  Heayen,  no  encounter  chanced  between  them  in 
die  strugi^e^* 

^  <  Enough !'  said  the  old  man ;  <  enough,  enough  !*  and,  kneeling  down  on  his 
knees  beside  the  couch,  while  Michaelokski  pressed  his  widowed  daughter  to  his  bo- 
som and  wept  aloud ;  he  bowed  his  aged  head  on  the  clay-cold  feet  of  Juliusz,  and 
prayed  that  his  spirit  might  be  with  God  !  The  ruin  of  his  house  was  indeed  com- 
plete f  But  his  hair  was  grey,  and  his  eyes  dim ;  there  was  not  much  longer  to  abide 
Ita  desolation  !** 

The  Jesuit  makes  his  peace,  and  even  gains  preferment ;  and  Count 
Czelenski  lives  to  sorrow  over  the  desolation  caused  by  his  rash  genero- 
sity, in  bestowing  a  boon,  which  drcumstances  convert  into  A  curse.  We 
have  already  hinted  that  these  tales,  and  particularly  the  "  Confederacy 
of  Lubionki,"  is  fraught  .with  higher  influences,  and  nobler  and  more 
enduring  lessons  than  are  compatible  with  the  narrow  range  of  this 
aathor's  spirited  delineations  of  fashionable  life.  She  has  also  conducted 
these  stories  on  the  lofty  principle  of  the  nobler  virtue8>  seeking  no  sup- 
port  from  external  circumstances — ^looking  for  no  earthly  reward.  Novel 
readers  of  the  common  cast  have  been  spoiled  by  concessions  to  their 
shallow  sympathies ;  and  the  influences  of  the  grander  and  more  severe 
fictions  which  adorn  our  literature  have  thence  been  diminished  or  mar* 
xed.  8ir  Walter  8cott  threw  off  this  earth-load.  Cuddie  Headrigg 
ahtains  a  snug  maiiin,  and  Reuben  Butler  a  good  kirk  ;  but  it  is  on 
Baaven  alone  that  the  Jewess  and  the  Shetland  maiden  rely  for  the 
ceward  of  their  virtues,  and  the  solace  of  their  purifying  sorrows.  Here, 
ifi  like  manner,  the  noble  Juliusz,  the  creature  of  heroic  virtue  and  hid^h 
impulse,  disappointed  in  his  dearest  earthly  hopes,  sharee  the  fate  of 
hk  selfish  and  ignoble  brother,  though  a  common  death  is  all  that  is 
alike  between  them*  One  brother  lies  in  the  dust  which  shall  for  ever 
hide  him,  while  imagination  follows  the  patriot^hero  to  the  empyrean. 
The  gentle,  tender,  and  noble-minded  Mineozka^  shares  the  same  sen» 
timent  of  passionate,  misplaced  love,  with  the  still  womanly,  though  lost 
end  degraded  forest-girl,  and  is  doomed  to  the  deeper  sorrow  of  snr» 
riving  the  object  of  her  enthusiastic  affection ;  but  here  the  resemblance 
stops.    The  power  of  Destiny  can  go  no  farther. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  ECONOMICAL  DOINGS  AND  SAYINGS  OF  THE 

MONTH. 

The  month  has  seen  some  odd  doings  in  the  economical  way,  and 
heard  not  a  little  wisdom  of  such  sort,  that  a  plain  man  might  easily 
have  forgotten  the  existence  of  a  Reformed  Parliament.  Not  long  ago 
we  listened  to  various  harangues  about  the  blessings  of  the  Bill,  and  eke 
gave  utterance  to  a  few  such  ourselves. — Tell  us,  O  Whigs  !  when  it  will 
suit  your  conveniences,  that  the  novut  ordo  scBclorum  begin  ? 

We  shall  make  a  £ew  remarks  on  sundry  topics,  on  which  we  have 
neither  leisure  to  write  articles,  nor,  in  the  meantime,  room  to  print 
them. 

THE   FACTORY   BILL. 

We  would  now  touch  shortly  upon  a  most  painful  subject— we  mean 
the  Factory  BiU.  Mr.  Wilson  Patten  has  carried  his  motion  for  a  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  the  real  state  of  the  factories ;  wherefore,  or 
with  what  practical  reference  to  the  bill,  we  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture. The  mill-owners,  we  understand,  complain  of  having  been  mis- 
represented, and  deny  stoutly  that  the  atrocities  with  which  they  are 
charged  in  the  Report,  have  now,  or  at  any  time,  had  existence  within  the 
last  twenty  years.  We  almost  believe  them ;  but  will  these  gentlemen  be 
kind  enough  to  inform  us  what  influence  a  proof  of  this  ought  to  have  upon 
the  Factory  Bill.^  Is  not  all  we  ask  for  granted  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that 
children  are  daily  worked  for  more  hours  than  strength  or  health  can 
endure,  that  their  little  energies  are  wasted — ^mortgaged  in  a  murderous 
Jewry,  eaten  up  by  the  most  horrid  usury  ?  We  pass,  if  it  shall  please  them, 
altogether  from  these  stories  of  bad  treatment,  and  take  our  stand  upon 
what  is  vowed.  We  rest  upon  that  broad  principle  that  children — ^infants 
we  may  call  some  of  them — are  not  the  less  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  State,  because  they  cannot  claim  it ;  and  we  care  not  from  what  the 
misrule  arises — whether  from  the  brutality  or  avarice  of  parents,  or  the 
recklessness  of  Factory  Masters, — it  suffices  that  it  exists.  No  commis- 
sion  in  the  world  can  put  a  face  upon  this  matter,  which  already  it  does 
not  wear ; — the  monstrous  evil  is  confessed,  and  a  case  thoroughly  made 
out  for  the  interposition  of  the  shield  of  the  law. 

We  are  not  blind  to  the  errors  of  the  Factory  Bill.  It  is,  in  its  re- 
medial provisions,  founded  upon  no  accurate  or  foreseeing  principle ;  and 
bears  in  almost  every  line,  the  indelible  stamp  of  the  school  from  which  it 
issued.  That  bill  should  have  been  confined  to  the  judicious  prevention 
of  the  evils  just  stated  ; — an  honest  and  skilful  man  would  have  been 
all  awake  lest  other  ends  might,  by  hazard,  be  created.  The  thing  to  be 
done,  had  been  accomplished  by  an  enactment,  that  none  under  twelve 
be  employed  in  any  way  in  factories,  and  none  under  sixteen  longer  than 
six  hours  a-day  ;  a  provision  which  would  have  necessitated  the  employ- 
ment of  young  people  between  twelve  and  sixteen  by  relays.  The  hours 
of  work,  if  fixed  at  all,  might  have  been  taken  at  the  present  average 
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time,  and  the  restriction  applied  to  the  machinery,  and  made  absolute. 
Thus  had  the  more  respectable  manufacturers  been  protected  against  the 
competition  of  the  sharks;  thus  had  the  present  efficiency  and  produc- 
tiveness of  capital  been  preserved  entire ;  and  thus  had  the  amount  of 
wages  arising  from  it  been  very  little^  if  at  all^  diminished.  We  are 
looking  here,  not  to  the  personal  and  definite  interests  of  the  capitalist, 
but  t^  those  of  the  labourer,  as  intimately  and  indissolubly  bound  up 
with  his.  People  may  talk  as  they  choose  of  the  hard-heartedness  of 
Political  Economy ;  but  we  suspect  the  philanthropists  will  make  but 
sorry  work  of  their  emendations,  by  running  right  in  the  teeth  of  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  social  well-being  is  constantly  dependent.  If  we 
would  amend,  we  must  not  get  into  cloudland :  we  must  remember  that 
we  walk  upon  a  rugged  earth.  Nothing  can  be  finer,  or  more  amiable, 
thin  a  few  tears,  of  a  morning,  over  the  sorrow  of  a  Factory  Report ;  but 
we  should  infinitely  prefer  the  manifestation  of  a  small  quantity  of  prac^ 
tieal  beneficence.  Honeyed  words  are  cheap;  we  want  deetU, — something 
tangible.  We  are  seeking  bread,  and  clothing,  and  comfort ;  and  so  long 
as  these  are  refused  we  know  what  account  to  take  of  their  ostentatious, 
**  crocodile"  tears ! 

Mr.  Patten's  Commission  will,  in  all  probability,  be  as  useless  as  it  is 
uncalled  for.  A  formal  visitation  of  this  sort  is  not  well  calculated  to 
seciire  mnch  credit  for  its  Report.  The  present  case  is  one  more  of  our 
many  ever-recurring  illustrations  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining 
accurate  statistical  data,  for  the  solution  of  any  one  important  problem 
connected  with  our  social  condition.  A  few  more  set-sions  of  Parlia- 
ment cannot  pass,  until  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  extensive  ar- 
rangements becomes  absolute.  We  are  not  sparing  in  useless  and  im- 
moral expenditure ; — ^it  were  a  poor  economy  to  play  the  niggard  when 
the  first  interests  of  the  country  are  so  manifestly  and  intimately  con- 
cerned. 

THE  CURRENCY  QUESTION. 

If  it  be  true  that  Mr.  T.  Attwood,  when  he  made  his  motion  for  a  com- 
mittee on  the  distresses  of  the  labouring  population,  had  his  eye  fixed 
on  one  grievance — a  master  grievance  in  his  imagination,  and  to  the 
unfolding  of  that,  if  he  had  got  his  committee,  would  all,  or  almost  all, 
his  labours  have  been  directed ;  it  is  impossible  to  refrain  from  remark, 
ing  how  much  better  then,  and  how  vastly  more  becoming  a  practical 
and  honest  statesmen,  to  have  come  boldly  out  with  his  grievance,  and 
manfiiUy  moved  a  committee  to  investigate  the  evils  arising  from  Sir 
Robert  Peel's  act  in  restoration  of  the  metallic  standard  !  We  desire 
nothing  more  than  a  full  sifting  of  this  question ;  for  it  would  either  con- 
vince us,  or  direct  the  minds  of  those  who  think  differently  to  some  more 
practical  and  better.^ounded  means  of  alleviating  the  national  distress. 
A  degree  of  discussion,  however,  may  go  on  without  the  aid  of  Par- 
liament,— and  in  this  case,  perhaps,  in  an  equally  satisfactory  way.  An 
important  step  has  just  been  made  on  our  part,  and  we  demand  for  it 
the  immediate  and  specific  attention  of  all  who  either  advocate  depre- 
ciation or  equitable  adjustment.  Mr.  Mushet's  well-known  tables  have 
been  corrected  and  completed,  at  the  expense  of  immense  labour,  by 
Mr.  Childs  of  Bungay,  and  the  results  published  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Westminster  Remew.  The  entire  tables,  however,  should  imme- 
diately be  republished  in  a  cheap  form,  and  placed  within  the  reach  of 
every  man  who  can  read,  and  who  understands  the  first  few  rules  of 
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arithmetic.  Thef  ettftblish  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner^  that  the 
iundholden,  as  a  body^  were  not  gainers,  but,  in  reality,  losers  by  the 
joint  effects  of  the  restriction  act  and  Peel's  Bill ;  and  it  is  plain  that  no 
step  farther  can  be  advanced  until  these  results  are  invalidated.  Now 
the  question  is  one  of  simple  calculation ;  and  if  we  are  in  error,  the 
error  may  be  shewn.  There  is  here  no  web  of  sophistry  to  cut  through 
or  unrol,  but  only  a  few  operations  of  multiplication  and  division  to 
test,  and  either  pass  or  reject.  Mr.  Attwood  may  deny  Mushet's  table 
of  the  extent  and  progress  of  the  depreciation :  but  if  so,  he  is  bound 
to  satisfy  us  immediately,  by  bringing  forward  a  table  of  his  own.  We 
have  had  enough  of  declamation  :  we  want  the  arithmetic  of  the  afftSr, 
In  all  disputes  of  this  sort,  let  it  ever  be  steadfastly  remembered,  that 
the  disgrace  never  is  in  changing  one's  opinion,  but  very  often  in  re- 
fusing  to  change  it.  A  man's  opinion  must,  if  he  is  honest,  be  modified 
by  his  growing  knowledge ;  it  is  only  his  obstinacy,  or  his  conceit,  that 
can  stand  always  still.  And  how  long  shall  the  interests  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  the  harmony  of  the  society  of  reformers,  be  laid  prostrate  be- 
fore such  a  Moloch  ? 

A  PROPERTY  TAX. 

The  question  of  the  Property  Tax  has  been  ably  mooted  in  Parlia- 
ment.  Mr.  Robinson  deserves  the  greatest  credit,  and  he  will  get  it,  if 
he  does  not  lose  sight  of  what  he  has  undertaken.  As  a  pacifier  to  Lord 
Althorp's  qualms,  we  beg  to  tell  him,  that  the  proposed  commutation  is 
no  longer  a  matter  of  mere  expediency,  but  of  imminent  necessity.  In 
regard  of  the  public  burdens,  the  people  want  nothing  but  a  just  and 
fair  distribution,  according  to  each  man's  strength ;  and  until  this  is 
conceded,  and  made  manifest,  his  Lordship  need  expect  neither  rest  nor 
health.  In  the  name,  therefore,  of  his  cherished  ease,  of  the  comfort  of 
his  round-sterned  yeoman.like  frame,  we  conjure  him  to  think  better  of 
affairs !  If  matters  go  on  after  their  present  style,  his  Lordship  must 
die  of  old  age  before  he  is  fifty ;  and  we  are,  indeed,  told  that  the  cares 
of  deep  thought  are  already  furrowing  his  brow ! 

The  refusid  of  a  committee  on  this  important  subject  was  eminently 
worthy  of  the  good  old  times.  There  are  sundry  points  connected  wiUi 
the  theory  of  direct  taxation  not  yet  well  understood ;  and  is  there  a  bet- 
ter method  of  attaining  the  requisite  knowledge,  than  by  taking  counsel 
of  the  most  eminent,  practical,  and  scientific  men  in  the.  kingdom  ?  Is 
it  not  strange  in  a  financier  to  complain  of  ignorance,  and  in  the  same 
breath  to  decline  information  f  My  Lord,  my  Lord,  the  plea  of  indo- 
lence has  a  thousand  shapes !     Indolence  is  many-mouthed  ! 

THE  IRISH  CHX7RCH  BILL. 

When  men  are  timid  or  dishonest,  and  at  the  same  time  frightened 
for  the  punishment  due  to  cowardice  or  dishonesty,  what  manoeuvres 
and  doublings  will  they  not  attempt  ?  Mark  the  illustration  afforded  by 
Lord  Althorp's  Irish  Church  Bill  I 

Lord  Althorp,  in  framing  this  Bill,  knew  that  he  could  not  venture  to 
sustain  the  integrity  of  that  church's  huge  property ;  and  also  that  he 
dare  not  boldly  and  openly  infringe  upon  it,  for  sheer  terror  of  Stanley ; 
and  observe  how  the  excellent  Chancellor  has  comported  himself !  If  a 
reduction  was  to  be  made  at  all,  the  natural  sources  of  that  reduction, 
were  the  Vestry  Cess  and  Tithes.    The  latter  in  every  point  of  view  is  a 
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tax — ^upon  rent  as  some  say — upon  the  consumer  as  we  say  ;*  but  at  all 
events  it  is  a  taz^  a  revenue^  collected  by  authority  of  Parliament ;  and, 
therefore,  it  might  have  been  partly  remitted,  applied  to  other  purposes, 
•r  in  any  way  modified  according  -  to  Parliament's  best  wisdom,  without 
hi  the  least  degree  bringing  property-rights  into  dispute,  or  mooting 
any  "  revolutionary''  principle  whatsoever.  Thus  at  least  spoke  common 
sense, — ^bat  what  provides  Lord  Althorp  ?  Instead  of  doing  what  com. 
aion  sense  told  him  to  do,  he  makes  a  direct  attack  upon  the  Church 
landed  property ;  and  not  only  so,  but  he  does  it  in  thd  apparently 
downright  intention  of  constituting  a  precedent  for  future  attacks  upon 
all  landed  property.  Only  notice  his  logic — notice  to  what  he  solicits 
the  sanction  of  Parliament !  He  tells  us  that  he  means  to  improve  the 
condition  of  Church  lands  by  allowing  them  to  be  feued ;  or,  in  other 
words,  he  is  to  increase  their  rental  by  a  legislative  enactment,  and  forth- 
with to  seize  the  addition  thus  created.  This  is  no  attack  upon  pro. 
perty,— Oh,  no  !  Tke  Church  had  no  right  to  the  increase  of  rental  I  Will 
his  Lord^p  plainly  inform  us,  what  right  any  landlord  shall  henceforth 
dare  pretend  to  whatever  increase  of  rental  may  at  any  time  be  caused 
by  social  changes,  say,  the  progress  of  population,  or  by  legislative  pro- 
eedore,  say,  an  alteration  of  the  Entail  Laws  ?  Behold  a  new  mode  of 
saving  property.    Verily  a  Daniel  is  in  judgment ! 

We  shall  see  how  his  Lordship  settles  this  matter  with  his  opponents. 
Be  it  farther  remarked,  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  discovering  a  mode 
ef  imposing  a  ^' just"  graduated  property  tax  upon  the  pareons. 

EAST  INDIA  OOMPANT's  OBABTBB. 

The  Bast  India  Company's  Charter  will  be  shorn  of  many  of  its  pri- 
vileges. We  do  not  mean  at  present  to  travel  through  Mr.  Grant's 
paper  of  Hints ;  because  the  difference  betwixt  a  talked-of  measure,  and  a 
measure  actually  brought  forward,  is  in  these  days  generally  so  great 
that  we  should  in  all  probability  lose  the  labour  of  our  criticism.  It 
may  be  assumed,  however,  as  a  settled  point,  that  the  China  trade  will 
be  thrown  open,  in  spite  of  Sir  G.  Staunton's  forebodings ;  and,  as^  a  con. 
sequence  of  this  step,  we  shall  be  saved  nearly  two  miUions  annually  in 
the  prime  cost  of  the  article  of  tea.  Something  of  the  statistics  of  this 
question  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table.  The  first  column  contains 
the  average  prices  at  Hamburgh,  and  the  second  the  London  value  of 
the  same  kinds,  independent  of  all  duty. 


Tbab. 

Hambuish, 
Cort  Price,  per  Ox 

London, 
Cott  Price,  per  lb. 

Bobea,  chespest..^^ 

Congou,  do. M 

Soucbong,  beBt 

H  vson. 

8.    d. 

0  7i 

1  0 
1     8 
3     1 
6    6 
6  11 

«.    d, 

1  6 

2  1 
2    3 

5  0 

6  0 
5    6 

Gunpowder 

Pekoe 

• 

The  selling  price  at  London,  or  the  price  to  the  consumer  is  double 
the  sums  in  the  latter  column ;  so  that  with  regard  to  the  cheapest  teas. 


*  Let  the  Wettmiuter  not  «craw  eae  crooie;**  one  of  these  dayi  we  shall  beve 
ssiQsthing  more  to  say  to  him.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  our  correS' 
poadent  BriUnnicus. 
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or  thoM  consumed  by  the  <*  lower  orders^"  what  with  monopoly^  what 
with  duty,  there  has  hitherto  been  a  tax  paid  of  upwards  of  300  per 
cent, !  !  If  the  same  ad  valorem  duty  is  now  paid  as  before,  the  cheapest 
Bohea  which  now  sells  at  about  Ss.  7d.  per  pound,  will  be  got  at  Is.  3d., 
and  the  good  Congou  and  Souchong,  which  retail  at  about  is.  2d.  and 
4s.  6d.  will  be  had  for  28.  and  3b.  3d.  The  relief  to  the  poorer  classes 
will  thus  be  very  great ;  and  it  must  be  remarked  that  tea  is  now  a  uni- 
versal and  almost  necessary  article  of  consumpt.  The  lowering  of  the 
price  of  such  an  article  is  in  reality  augmenting  wages,  and  increasing, 
in  so  far,  the  whole  comforts  of  the  labourer.  The  diminution  of  price 
will  lead  to  a  greatly  increased  consumption,  so  that  we  should  hope 
Lord  Althorp's  returns  will  not  be  diminished,  or  otherwise  affected  to 
his  Lordship's  embarrassment. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  government  proposes  to  permit  the  Com- 
pany  to  engage  in  any  commerce  whatsoever.  It  would  be  its  clear  wis- 
dom to  inhibit  it ;  as  its  interference  in  the  markets  of  Hindostan  has 
always  been  most  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  free  trade.  The  Com- 
pany will  any  day  make  a  purchase  for  the  sake  of  effecting  a  remit- 
tance, and  afterwards  sell  the  article  in  the  London  market  at  a  great 
loss,  without  grumbling,  or  fancying  it  does  wrong !  We  leave  the  Bri- 
tish merchant  to  discover  what  free  trade  there  is  here ;  and  many  a 
one,  we  doubt  not,  could  show  us  sufficiently  emphatic  proofs  of  the 
grievance.  The  monopolists  in  fact  have  always  traded  for  the  benefit 
of  their  servants.  Commerce  has  been  strictly  with  them  an  illustration 
of  the  Sic  voe  non  vobis,  S^c.  Sfc. 

Government  is  to  become  proprietor  of  the  territory ;  and,  although  it 
does  not  distinctly  appear,  we  infer  from  the  known  dispositions  of  Par- 
liament, and  in  fact  from  the  whole  recent  conduct  of  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  that  colonization  will  follow.  This  is  one  great  practical  answer 
to  "  India's  Cries  to  British  Humanity  ;"*  we  will  present  India  with 
a  company  of  free  settlers,  and  they  will  soon  give  the  death-blow  to 
every  kind  and  order  of  tyranny.  We  shall  return  to  this  subject  next 
month.  ' 

MR.  Kennedy's  entail  bills. 

Mr.  Kennedy  has  introduced  thrc^  Entail  Bills,  by  which  the  heavier 
grievances  of  Entail  will  begin  to  be  lightened  in  some  twenty-one 
years!  These  Bills  hardly  interest  us;  the  thing  itself  will  scarce 
last  so  long.  When  the  Corn  Law  are  abolished,  the  landlords  will  be 
the  most  clamorous  for  the  abolition  of  all  restriction.  One  abuse  is 
shouldered  upon  another,  and  they  all  tumble  when  the  lowermost  fall^. 
Financial  Reform  !  Reforms  yet  undreamt  of  depend  upon  it,  and  will 
flow  out  of  it,  as  certainly  as  the  sun  shines  when  the  intervening  cloud 
is  removed. 


The  Praise  of  Plumpness. — Corpulency  is  a  state  much  and  most 
wrongly  stigmatized.  It  is  considered  as  degrading,  despicable,  and  in 
a  measure  infamous,  by  the  refined  of  habit,  and  sore  deprecated  by  all  of 
gentle  birth.  This  is  aspersive  and  ridiculous,  to  say  the  very  least  of 
it! 

*  See  a  work  recently  published  with  this  title,  by  Jamei  Peg^gv,  late  missionary 
at'  CuttacV,  Orissa.  London :  Simpkin  and  Marthall.  It  contains  as  triking  view 
of  many  of  the  social  abuses  in  the  Peninsula. 
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"  Beauty  of  coDfiguration"  depends  altogether  upon  taste ;  but  if 
society  arbitrarily  erects  a  standard  which  many  of  its  members  will  not 
recognise^  the  alleged  '*  beauty"  may  not  be  the  less  a  deformity ;  the 
taste  not  the  less  impure.  Persons  of  spare,  lathy,  thin,  thread.paper 
forms  are  generally  (albeit  absurdly)  considered  to  be  of  "  genteel"  build; 
but  the  usualty  of  this  opinion  must  not  be  taken  as  a  demonstration  of 
its  soundness  therefore.  For  myself,  I  hate  the  poor  in  flesh  :  a  lean  man 
is  to  me  highly  objectionable ;  a  slender  woman,  offensive.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  prevailing  notions  of  elegance  in  human  structures  are 
essentially  erroneous.  Ropiness  of  figure  bespeaks  starveling ;  and,  foras. 
much  as  famine  is  proverbially  the  incentive  to  all  manner  of  desperate 
criminalities,  what  on  earth  can  be  more  naturally  repugnant  to  fed  and 
food-coUecting  creatures  than  any  material  substance  expressing  star, 
ration  on  the  very  face  of  it.  Starvation  is  under  the  influence  of  laws 
neither  human  nor  divine ;  and  theft,  peculation,  and  knavery,  are  acts 
consecrated  by  bodily  want.  Moral  principle  abideth  not  with  the  hungry  : 
knowing  this,  the  meagre  must  needs  be  universally  distrusted,  and  worthy 
of  all  despisal. 

If  the  ancients  were  faulty  in  their  conceit  of  beauty,  it  is  surely  no 
reason  why  every  body  should  become  the  disciples  of  their  error.  Their 
models  may  be  all  very  fine,  according  to  the  conceptions  of  those  who 
are  weak  enough  to  be  led  in  opinion ;  but  that  is  no  sufficient  ground 
why  others,  who  dare  think  for  theihselves,  should  consequently  be  idola- 
trous. 

Now  there  are  three  spectacles  in  nature,  which,  by  common  consent, 
are  allowed  to  be  grand.  A  swan,  a  ship  in  full  sail,  and — all  lord-loving 
incipient  matrons.  It  is  palpaple  that  these  images  derive  their  beauty 
from  quantity.  The  ship,  whether  we  regard  the  rotund  hull  or  the 
breeze-filled  canvass,  either  separately  or  together,  is  beautiful,  not  so 
much  by  reason  of  its  mobility  as  of  its  capacity  ;  the  grace  and  majesty 
of  the  fleecy  gently-gliding  swan  are  clearly  referable  to  the  same  cause 
tpacity;  the 


to  capacity  !  By  capacity  alone,  then,  are  the  glorious  triumviri  made 
worthy  of  adoration.  They  are  unequivocally  admired  of  all,  and  yet 
are  the  three  an  existing  positive  undeniable  refutation  of  the  erroneous 
fancies,  and  the  absurd  doctrines  propounded  by  the  lean  of  mind,  and 
accepted  by  spindle-witted  noodles,  as  "  models  of  beauty." 

There  is  something  insufferably  miserable  in  the  contemplation  of 
a  human  splinter,  moraUy  (as  well  as  physically)  considered ;  for  we 
associate  with  it  all  that  is  cold,  unhappy,  withering,  melancholy, 
and  heartless.  There  is  nothing  for  the  eye  to  repose  upon,  nothing 
for  the  mind  to  gather  goodly  inferences  from ;  they  are  unpleasant 
objects  for  sight  or  for  thought,  and  I  avoid  them.  Give  me  fat, 
therefore  ;  fat,  as  indicating  physical  happiness ;  fat,  as  symbolical  of 
unsophisticated  honour ;  fat,  as  identical  with  the  perfection  of  health 
and  soundness  of  principle  ;  fat,  as  the  infallible  exponent  of  good  humour, 
which  willeth  evil  to  no  man.  A  fat  man  is  a  being  of  great  value ;  a 
plump  woman  (plump — fern,  of  fat,  masc.)  is  a  subject  of  idoliza- 
tion. Their  minds  are  sure  to  be  easy,  happy,  undefiled,  and  proper ; 
their  manners  open,  frank,  generous,  and  free.  They  are  always  pleased, 
pleasing,  hilarious,  and  laughter-loving.  They  cannot  smile ;  their  hearts 
are  too  warm  for  such  an  icicle  as  a  smile ;  they  must  laugh  in  spite  of 
themselves,  mouth,  cheeks,  eyes,  and  all;  every  fibre,  as  Leigh  Hunt  says. 
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f'  laught  out  openly."  Then  their  greeting !  what  a  downrig^ht  cordial 
graap  of  palms !  full  of  soul  and  feeling,  signifying  something.  How  dif- 
ferent from  the  cold,  cautious  paw.paw  impact  of  four  skeleton-like  fingers 
of  the  lean — ^not  proffered  as  the  expression  of  heart-warmth  and  since- 
rity ;  but  because  the  court  of  custom  has  *'  ruled"  (as  the  law  books 
have  it)  that  hands  must  be  touched  in  token  of  acquaintance.  No  thin 
person  was  ever  a  true  friend. 

I  never  knew  a  fat  man  to  be  a  rascal ;  but  I  have  discovered,  by  tore 
experience,  that  many  lean  people  are  great  rogues.  I  never  knew  a  fat 
person  to  be  sly,  cunning,  insidious,  fawning,  hypocritical,  or  deceptive  ; 
would  that  I  could  say  as  much  for  the  meagre ! 

Give  me  robustibility,  substance,  fat ;  and  keep  me  aloof  from  the 
lean ! 

ExcHAxoEs  ABOVE  Par. — Umbrellas  are  a  description  of  property^  in 
the  acquirement  and  distribution  of  which,  it  would  seem,  there  exist 
some  peculiar  notions.  Those  acts  which,  in  the  disposal  of  other  neces- 
sities of  life  among  people,  would  stand  a  fair  chance  of  being  termed 
theft  and  pilferage,  are,  by  conventional  consent,  considered  venial  and 
excusable,  from  the  commonness  of  custom.  No  person  considers  him. 
self  guilty  of  a  crime  in  bolting  with  a  strange  umbreUa,  in  the  hurry  of 
the  moment ;  because  it  is  never  intentionally  taken,  only  "found" — no 
more  !  It  is  considered  but  a  spice  of  good-luck  to  the  finder,  when  he 
discovers  the  mistake ;  and  the  loss  to  the  original  owner  but  one  of 
those  common  ''  accidents"  in  life  to  which  all  men  are  occasionally 
subject. 

.  The  exchange  of  a  bad  umbreUa  for  a  better,  where  opportunity 
occurs,  is  a  thing  of  course  throughout  society ;  every  body  does  it. 
When  the  error  is  detected,  a  good  humoured  *'  beg  pardon," — "  don't 
name  it,"  are  sufficient  to  set  matters  quite  straight. 

These  things  are  convenient. 

The  vicissitudes  of  apparel  are  confined  mainly  to  Hats,  of  which  '^  ex- 
change" is  the  principal — accidental  exchange,  of  course ; — no  person 
would  confess  to  the  mistake  as  being  intentional,  fiut  men  are  more 
on  the  alert,  and  more  straightJaced  in  their  habits  of  thinking  upon 
the  subject  of  hats  than  of  umbrellas.  If  a  good  hat  chance  to  find  com. 
munity  with  a  multitude  of  indifferent  beavers — in  the  hall  of  a  public 
tavern,  for  instance, — it  falls,  by  prescriptive  right,  to  the  share  of  the 
first  man  who  takes  his  departure  ;  this  every  one  knows,  and  none  but 
the  improvident  would  venture  to  provide  himself  with  but  the  sorriest 
bit  of  felt  he  can  find  at  home. 

The  question  of  shape  and  size  is  rarely  involved  in  the  mistake  of 
exchange. 

Advantages  of  Duplisitt. — I  have  long  questioned  the  expediency 
of  rearing  children  in  the  reverence  of  truth.  Every  parent,  who  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  mixing  with  civilized  society,  must  be  sensible 
that  falsehood  and  deceit  have  universally  superseded  these  more  Grothic 
habits  of  mind,  truth,  candour,  and  sincerity.  I  am  persuaded,  that  if 
Duplicity  were  commonly  taught  as  a  separate  science,  much  and  general 
advantage  would  result.  A  Regius  Professorship  of  Duplicity  at  our 
Universities  would  be  a  national  blessing ;  the  King  would  immortalise 
his  reign  by  such  an  endowment. 

Magazine  Writing. — None  but  the  affluent  should  ever  aspire  to  the 
honours  which  pertain  to  Magazine  Writing.  If  the  world  knew  the 
hours  of  mental  torture  which  those  experience  who  follow  the  craft  of 
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periodic  authorsliip,  it  would  lift  up  its.  eyes  in  very,  pity  and  astonisli- 
ment !  The  worlds  in  its  consummate  innocence,  imagines  the  life  of  a 
scribe  to  be  an  existence  of  downright  bliss — the  never-dying  enjoyment 
of  fame,  celebrity^  immortal  glory,  and  ao  forth — that  he  is  only  not 
positively  divine,  because  he  eats,  drinks^  and  takes  physic  like  the 
vulgar  of  the  earth  !  God  help  him  !  The  man  who  writes  for  bread  is 
an  object  of  deep  compassion ;  for  he  is  an  unhappy,  a  lost  creature  i 
His  misery  is  not  only  extreme,  it  is  unceasing.  The  troubles  which  fall 
to  the  common  lot  of  mortals  are  bad  enough,  it  is  true,  but  they  are 
tolerable,  because  fleeting;  they  come,. remain  a  while,  and  then  depart ; 
but,  with  him,  they  are  terrible  in  extent,  and  endless  in.  duration ! 

The  brain  of  an  article-monger  is  on  the  everlasting  rack  of  thought ; 

lie  is  eternally  thinking  on  what  he  shall  think,  so  that  the  thought  may 

bring  him  coin.    Like  the  popr  tempest-beaten  wrecker,  he  is  ever  on 

the  look-out  for  a  God-send ;  the  crafty  spider  weaves  not  with  greater 

industry,  watches  not  for  prey  with  more  undivided  intensity  than  he. 

.His  eye  is  restless;  he  gaaes  on  the  earth,  the  sky,  the  waters,  and  all 

that  therein  is,  in  the  mighty  hope  of  iinding  materiaL    His  skull  is  his 

.worksliop,  his  wareroom,  his  house  of  business ;  his  main  occupation  is 

the  collecting  of  mercliandize  to  vend,  and  much  is  brought,  and  mui^ 

rejected,  as  utterly  unsaleable.    His  senses  are  on  a  voyage  of  discovery; 

.asleep  or  awake  he  is  haunted  by  the  shadowy  spectre  of  an  artigiiB. 

.He  skims  through  books,  ransacks  libraries,  rummages  the  universal 

world,  goads  people  to  talk,  and  quibbles  that  he  may  catch  a  hint.    A 

new  idea  is  to  him  a  pearl  of  great  price ;  he  grasps  at  it  desperately, 

hugs  it  to  his  heart,  looks  at  it  with  fond  emotion,  turns  it  about,  and 

about,  and  about,  and  fashions  it  in  the  most  winning  bedizenment  of 

labour  for  the  delight  of  unknown  millions,  and  the  approbation  of  Mr. 

£ditor. 

Poor  H.  is  a  notable  instance  of  this.  The  world  thinks  him  to  be 
one  of  nature's  happiest  conceits  ;  a  droll  of  the  first  water  ;  that  exist- 
ence is  to  him  a  perpetuity  of  sunshine,  moving  upon  the  earth's  fair 
surface  with  a  countenance  all  laughter  and  hilarity,  a  mind  all  mirth, 
.  fi^i,  and  frolic,  and  a  form  all  fat.  His  friends  know  him,  alas !  con. 
trariwise,  as  another  roan, — an  exquisite  bore ;  a  nuisance ;  a  calamity ; 
a  thing  to  be  avoided.  .  *'  From  night  till  morn,  from  morn  till  dewy 
eve,"  he  is  undisguisedly  on  the  stretcli  after  verbal  perversions;  his 
trade  is  distortion.  He  is  continually  on  drill ;  all  day  long  he  is  prac- 
tiaing  with  whomsoever  it  is  his  good  luck  and  their  misfortune  to 
meet ;  and  for  one  good  thought  he  turns  up,  he  will  launch  fifty  of  the 
vilest,  vapidest,  preliminary  stupidities  it  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  mortRl 
to  listen  to.  • 

It  is  not  to  others,  however,  that  Ida  society  is  worse  than  a  pestilence, 

that  is  their  affair ;  let  them  avaunt  if  they  can  ;  it  is  to  himself  that  he, 

poor  devil !  is  more  especially  insufferable.    To  him,  being  is  the  very 

essence  of  disaster.    His  mind  is  the  hell-scourge  of  his  life  ;  he  cannot 

.  fly  it ;  it  cleaves  to  him  as  does  a  doe-skin  glove  to  a  damp  hand  on  a 

.  sultry  day.     It  is  in  vain  that  he  tries  to  think,  to  reason,  to  compare, 

to  judge,  as  other  men  do,  to  see  as  otiier  men  see ;  every  thing  to  him 

is  twisted,  contorted,  and  mis-shapen.  .  He  looks  on  all  things  through 

refracting  media.    He  speaks  on  all  matters  strangely  and  dlverselo- 

•  gently.    Thus,  in  the  midst  of  living,  common-sense  beings,  he  is  alone 

and  aloof,  wretched,  blue-pdevilled,  and  hypocondriacised,  in  a  world 

which  it  is  the  irresistible  business  of  his  life  to  pervert  and  make  crooked. 

VOL.    III. NO.   XIV.  ^ 
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His  face,  too,  is  a  disc  of  gloom;  grim,  lank,  dismal,  dry,  and  anxious; 
his  unfatigued  eye  wanders  rapidly,  from  point  to  point,  beneath  his 
knotted  brow  and  forehead  of  parboiled  parchment ;  his  lips  are  thin, 
puckered,  and  blue ;  and  the  general  expression  of  his  menial  index 
about  as  melancholy  a  bit  of  humanity  as  one  might  well  encounter. 

And  such  is  he  whom  the  world,  in  its  simplicity,  deemeth  a  marvellous 
proper  man«  Alas !  if  the  world  knew  the  labour-pangs  he  suffers  in  his 
parturiency  of  "  good  things,"  it  would  never  again  laugh  «t  them^  were 
it  only  for  sheer  compassion's  sake. 

And  such  is  a  crack  Magaziner. 

Patriotism  and  Taxation. — *'  What !"  exclaims  the  lofty  and  high- 
minded  aristocrat,  with  flushed  face  and  indignation  burning  in  his  eye, 
*^  what !  deny  to  our  Patriots  and  Heroes  the  miserable  pittance  which 
a  grateful  nation  has  awarded  to  them  for  wisdom  advanced,  and  valour 
done !  Shall  those  who  have  perilled  their  lives,  and  exhausted  their 
talents,  for  the  best  interests  of  their  country,  be  doomed  to  experience 
its  ingratitude  ?  Shall  the  righteous  allowance  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors be  stopped  or  curtailed  at  the  instigation  of  some  wretched,  false, 
parsimonious  political  economist,  or  of — proh  pudarl — a  House  of  Truck- 
lers to  the  worst  passions  of  an  unthinking  and  unthankful  mob  }  For- 
bid it  heaven !  forbid  it  virtue !  forbid  it  every  principle  of  honour !" 
Bow-wow,  magniloquolibus,  bow-wow-wow !  How  pompous  and  impoa* 
ing  are  high-sounding  words ;  how  stimulating  a  fine  burst  of  oratory,  in 
defence  of  morals ;  how  spicy  a  judicious  dash  of  declamation  !  Oratory, 
however,  was  never  intended  for  plain-thinking,  fact-finding,  persons; 
and  declamation  is  beginning  to  decline  in  the  market. 

The  money-gratitude  of  the  country  is  a  subject  that  is  engaging  very 
general  attention  just  now,  particularly  amongst  that  numerous  class 
which  comes  under  the  denomination  of  tax-payers,  a  single-minded 
body,  unskilled  in  verbiage,  and  of  rhetoric  wholly  ignorant;  persons 
who  are  prone  to  regard  facts  unstripped  of  the  tinsel  of  eloquence,  and 
to  jump  at  conclusions  promptly,  without  the  intervention  of  speechifi- 
cation. 

How  do  they  view  the  question  ?  Some  great  master-mind,  or  what  is 
nearly  the  same,  some  lucky  dog,  identifies  himself  with  an  achievement 
that  reflects  immortal  honour  and  glory  on  the  most  honourable  and 
glorious  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe — the  English,  of  course ;— ^well. 
Parliament  becomes  in  a  ferment,  and  meets,  smoking  hot,  under  the 
influence  of  gratitude ;  the  Minister  waxes  eloquent  on  the  blackness  of 
that  crime  to  which  no  man  wOl  confess ;  friends  touch  toes  delightedly ; 
the  House  is  convulsed  with  loud,  lusty,  long.continued  cheers;  the 
hero  looks  modest,  mutters  something  of  his  own  unworthiness,  duty, 
honour,  and  humbug ;  and  pockets  a  princely  price  for  the  glorious  deed 
which  his  poor  skill  (under  Providence !)  accomplished. 

Taxes  (as  most  people  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  now-a-day) 
have  been  laid  on  as  thickly  as  can  be  well  borne, — screwed  up,  in  fact, 
beyond  the  paying  point.  A  great  portion  of  these  forms  the  gratitude- 
fund,  out  of  which  heroes,  statesmen,  and  patriots  (themselves  or  their 
posterity,  throughout  all  the  infinite  variety  of  sons,  mothers,  nephews, 
friends,  and  familiars)  are  paid. 

Now,  there  are  two  facts  easy  to  understand.  He  who  has  served 
"  his  country"  is  a  patriot,  and  as  such  must  be  paid.  The  taxes  are 
collected,  so  that  such  payment  may  be  made  good. 

But  there  is  another  question  which  arises  out  of  these  simple  facts ; 
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and  it  is  a  terrible  stumbling-block  to  all  homely-thinking  folks.  What 
is  tbe  precise  definition  of  patriotism^  as  associated  with  taxes  and 
money  payments^  (gratitude,)  present  and  in  perpetuity  ? 

Amid  the  whole  host  of  patriots  in  this  country^ — and^  judging  from 
the  immense  sums  annually  paid^  there  must  be  a  tremendous  number, — 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  one  who  is  in  the  slightest  degree  moved 
by,  or  indicates  the  smallest  compassion  for  the  misery  which  is  now 
universally  prevalent  in  the  nation  they  have  so  magnanimously  risked 
their  lives,  their  limbs,  their  time,  their  talents,  to  serve  in  days  g^ne 
by  ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  does  not  calmly  behold  the  beggary 
to  which  the  country  is  reduced,  and  the  distress — the  general  and 
appalling  distress,  all  arising  from  excessive  taxation  which  now  exists, 
who  is  not  ready  to  see  ''  his  country"  at  Old  Harry,  before  he  will 
yield  up  one  penny,  per  annum,  to  lighten  the  load  which  bears  so 
heavily  upon  her.  A  plain  thinker  is  puzzled  at  all  this.  He  is  either 
so  dull  that  he  cannot,  or  so  dogged  that  he  will  not,  view  this  question 
with  aristocratical  eyes ;  and  the  fearful  thing  is,  that,  by  and  by,  he 
will,  in  his  stupidity,  no  longer  permit  what  the  homeliness  of  his  philo- 
sophy cannot  sanction ;  that  he  will  discuss  with  his  betters  the  relative 
values  of  patriotism  and  gratitude,  (pecuniarily  considered,)  in  connex- 
ion with  the  art  sublime  of  illimitable  taxation,  with  a  view  to  mete  his 
thankfulness  according  to  a  more  restricted  measure. 

Mliat  wonders  will  not  be  wrought  through  the  homely  mindedness 
of  plain  people  within  the  next  ten  years  ! 

The  Dundee  Election.— ^The  electors  of  Dundee  have  set  a  noble 
example,  which  we  hope  to  see  followed  by  other  Scottish  towns,  as  op* 
portunlty  offers.  Upon  the  demise  of  their  lamented  friend  and  repre- 
sentative, Mr.  Kinloch  of  Kinloch,  they  have  worthily  supplied  his  place 
by  the  election  of  Sir  Henry  Pamell;  whose  ability,  experience  of  public 
business,  profound  knowledge  of  finance,  liberal  principles,  and  tried 
consistency,  render  his  services  in  Parliament  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
nation.  Few  of  our  modern  statesmen  can  boast  of  Sir  Henry's  steady 
adherence  to  his  principles,  at  whatever  cost.  The  resolution  not  to 
abandon  those  principles  in  oflSice  which  he  had  maintained  out  of  it,  lost 
Sir  Henry  his  place  in  the  Whig  Cabinet ;  and  his  refusal  to  pledge 
himself,  contrary  to  his  convictions,  to  rote  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Union,  lost 
him  his  seat  for  Queen's  County,  at  the  last  general  election.  Sir  Henry's 
services  have  been  of  the  most  useful  description ;  but  they  are  only  an 
earnest  of  what  may  be  expected  from  him.  Whenever  the  Govern- 
ment really  means  to  pursue  a  strictly  popular  course,  and  grant  effec- 
tual relief  to  an  over-taxed  country,  we  expect  to  see  Sir  Henry  again 
called  to  office,  and  occupying  the  important  place  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  for  which,  we  believe,  he  is  better  qualified  than  any  other 
man  in  Britain. 
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The  straw  is  being  moved*  The  rat  nests  are  in  process  of  being 
uncovered^  and  the  rats  about  to  be  sent  scampering.  Those  sinks  of 
corruption — the  Burgh  Corporations — are  about  to  become  purified  ;  and 
the  little^  nasty^  stinking^  and  devouring  creatures  which  infested  them 
are  to  be  speedily  dislodged.  In  the  year  of  Grace^  1833^  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Scottish  towns,  large  and  small,  from  the  great  cities  of  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow^  to  the  little  towns  of  Culross  and  Dornoch,  are,  for  the 
first  time,  these  many  centuries,  to  have  some  influence  In  the  manage, 
ment  of  their  own  civic  affairs. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Ministers  in  the  Reformed  Parliament  has  been 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  destruction  of  the  close  system.  We  thank  them 
heartily  for  their  Bill.  It  demolishes  the  old  system ;  and  that  is  no 
small  matter  of  congratulation  among  the  friends  of  popular  rights.  But 
the  new  system  which  this  Bill  introduces  is  far,  in  our  opinion,  from 
being  so  good  as  it  might  be. 

In  considering  what  tlie  Reform  of  the  Burgh  System  should  be,  the  first 
question  which  occurs  is.  Can  the  full  measure  of  reformation  be  attain- 
ed  ?  In  the  case  of  the  Reform  of  the  representation,  the  question  was 
avowedly,  not  what  was  best,  but  what  was  attainable.  A  perfect  reform 
could  not  have  been  carried  without  revolution  ;  and  less  than  the  minis, 
terial  measure  would  not  have  engaged  the  support  of  the  people.  But 
in  Burgh  Reform  there  was  no  need  of  adopting  the  same  middle  course 
that  was  wisely  pursued  in  the  case  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  A  House 
of  sane  Lords  would  never  think  of  opposing  the  united  wish  of  the 
Ministers,  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  people,  on  any  plan  of  Burgh 
Reform.  The  King's  consent  might  be  calculated  on ;  and  the  Tory 
party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  although  it  should  be  joined  by  the 
most  conservative  of  the  Whigs,  is  nothing  to  the  number  of  the  Minis, 
terialists,  liberal  Whigs,  and  Radicals,  who  would  support  a  complete 
measure  of  Reform,  if  proposed  by  Ministers. 

What  then  is  the  best  sort  of  Burgh  Reform  }  That  which  will  en. 
crpach  least  on  the  liberties  of  the  townsmen  ;  that  which  will  ^^i\c  them 
the  completcst  control  over  those  they  may  appoint  to  manage  their 
affairs.  How  would  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  do,  if  left  to  their  own  dis- 
cretion, after  the  demolition  of  the  old  system,  and  without  an  act  of 
Parliament  establishing  a  new  one  ?  They  would  assemble,  and  elect  a 
certain  number  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  manage  the  city's  affairs,  for  a 
certain  time  ;  when  another  public  meeting  would  be  held,  to  receive  an 
account  of  their  managers'  stewardship,  and  to  appoiat  successors  to 
each  of  the  managers  as  might  not  be  re-elected.  A  very  simple  matter, 
truly.  All  that  is  really  wanted  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  is  to  give  the 
authority  of  law  to  the  proceedings  of  these  Managers,  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  assessments  they  lay  on,  and  to  enable  them,  as  a  body  re- 
cognised in  law,  to  sue  or  be  sued.  That  is  all.  And  why  should  not 
this  plain  measure  be  adopted  ?  There  is  no  good  reason  why  it  should 
not :  but  there  is  a  bad  one ;  and  with  those  who  have  hitherto  made  our 
laws,  a  bad  reason  is  of  more  cogency  than  a  good.  Such  a  Reform  in 
the  Burghs  would  be  consistent  with  entire  freedom, — a  blessing  that  it 
is  not  meant  by  the  aristocracy  of  Britain  that  this  country  should  enjoy. 
It  would  work  too  well,  and  could  not  fail  to  suggest  a  similar  mode  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  It  would  be  a  step  to  thorough 
Parliamentary  Reform. 
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Let  U8  gee  in  what  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  differ  from  the  proper 
measure  which  we  have  given  ahove. 

Instead  of  all  the  inhabitants,  or  rather  all  the  householders^  having 

a  vote  at  the  election  of  those  who  are  to  rule  over  them^  and  levy  assess- 

ments  on  their  property,  the  qualification  of  a  voter  for  those  who  are 

'<  In  some  bit  brugh  to  represent 
A  bailie^s  name^" 

is  to  be  the  same  as  that  for  an  M.P.  Here  the  had  reason  appears 
without  disguise.  For  surely  it  cannot  be  said  by  the  most  insolent 
Tory  or  plausible  Whig  that  ever  wagged  unprincipled  tongue,  that  a 
man  in  one  of  our  country  towns  who  occupies  a  L.9,  or  L.5, — ay,  or  a 
hS  house,  is  not  a  competent  enough  judge  whether  S3rmon  Brodie  the 
grocer,  or  Matthew  Briggs  the  hosier,  is  the  fitter  man  to  be  one  of  the 
Bailies  of  Badenough,  for  a  single  year  of  probation.  But  there  is  absur- 
dity in  this  clause,  as  well  as  a  sneaking  avoidance  of  good.  It  will 
disqualify  all  but  a  small  knot  of  the  wealthier  citizens.  It  will  create 
a  little  pestilent  aristocracy  in  all  but  the  very  large  burghs.  In  some 
of  the  smaller  burghs  it  wiU  not  leave  many  more  qualified  voters  than 
there  are  places  to  fill.  The  monstrous  proposition  to  make  a  L.IO  qua- 
lifieation  necessary  for  a  vote  at  a  burgh  election,  shews  how  much  the 
authors  of  the  Bill  dread  a  diminution  of  the  qualification  for  a  vote  in 
the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  election  is  to  be  by  open  poll.  We  will  not  say,  make  it  by  bal- 
'M\  but  we  say,  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  burgh, 
to  vote  by  open  poll  or  by  ballot,  as  they  please.  Let  the  qualified 
voters  meet^  and  decide  by  a  majority  whether  their  approaching  election 
should  be  by  ballot  or  otherwise.  And  there  must  be  no  talk  of  the 
,'mob"  or  the  "  rabble"  being  those  chiefly  for  the  ballot.  No  man  who 
keeps  a  house  over  his  head  by  honest  exertion,  is  to  be  despised  as  a 
mob-man.  The  half-crown  of  burgh  cess  which  he  has  to  pay,  is  as  much 
to  him  as  the  half-guinea  paid  by  his  wealthy  neighbour ;  and  he  is 
equally  with  his  neighbour  interested  to  see  that  none  but  a  discreet  and 
honest  man  be  appointed  to  administer  justice  and  levy  assessments.  It 
is  the  poorer  classes  who  most  need  the  protection  of  the  ballot.  We 
are  mistaken,  however,  if  most  of  the  wealthy  citizens  would  not,  like 
the  nobility  and  gentry  in  their  clubs,  prefer  concealing  their  vote,  and 
avoiding  offence  to  either  candidate  for  civic  honours. 

Another  provision  to  which  we  object,  is  that  by  which  one-third  part 
of  the  Councillors  are  to  go  out  annually.  This  is  a  very  common  regu- 
lation in  such  cases ;  and  in  the  constitution  of  public  companies,  such 
as  insurance  offices,  &c.  It  is  one  that  never  is  found  to  work  well  for 
the  partners,  though  often  for  the  Manager,  the  board  of  Directors  them- 
selves, or  the  leading  men  in  the  Company.  It  is  the  close  system  as 
nearly  as  is  consistent  with  any  appearance  of  freedom.  By  means  of  it, 
we  have  known  the  Manager  of  an  insurance  office  appointed  on  the  same 
principles  as  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  are ;  and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, conducting  the  business  of  the  Company  with  all  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  usual  skill  and  success, — maintain  himself  in  place  not. 
withstanding  repeated  attempts  to  dislodge  him,  and  tlie  evidence  of 
falling  stocks  that  a  change  in  the  management  was  necessary.  When 
a  Provost  or  Manager  gets  one  set  of  CounciUors  or  Directors  to  be 
favourable  to  his  views,  it  is  easy  managing  the  whole  body  afterwards. 
Only  the  third  part  goes  out ;  and  the  stanch  friends  of  the  Provost, 
or  Manager,  are  re-elected  by  the  influence  of  the  Directors  and  their 
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chief.  That  probably  reduces  the  oae.third  which  retires^  to  one-sixth ; 
and  the  joint  influence  of  the  Manager  and  Directon  scarcely  ever  fiuls 
to  secure  the  election  of  men  whom  the  Manager  can  depend  upon  as 
etuy  men,  (dangerous  animals  in  office^)  or  friends.  If  the  former,  a 
few  dinners,  and  plenteous  draughts  of  claret,  soon  transform  the  etuy 
man  into  a  steady,  if  not  an  active  friend.  It  is  no  objection  to  what 
we  propose,  to  say  that  it  is  expedient  to  retain  a  number  of  men  expe- 
rienced in  the  business  of  the  Company  or  corporation.  Let  the  electors 
judge  of  that  expediency.  We  do  not  say,  change  the  whole  of  the 
Magistrates,  or  Directors,  annually ;  but  only,  let  the  electors  judge  bow 
many,  and  which  individuals  shall  be  changed. 

But  what  have  we  next  ? — The  Councillors  to  elect  the  Magistrates ! 
Why,  my  good  Lord  Advocate,  ci-devant  Editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Re^ 
view,  and  ftv  eo  officio  champion  of  liberal  opinions  for  the  time  being, 
what,  in  the  name  of  slyness  and  slaver}',  do  you  mean  by  this  P  Where 
do  you  find  the  precedent  for  this,  even  in  the  Parliamentary  Reform 
Act,  incomplete  as  it  is  ?  We  were  told  that  that  Act  was  but  the  point 
of  the  reforming  wedge,  and  that  everys  ubsequent  measure  was  to 
drive  the  wedge  farther  into  the  tenacious  trunk  of  Toryism.  But  here 
is  a  pulling  out  of  the  wedge, — a  step  backwards, — ^and  a  relapsing  to- 
wards the  perfection  of  the  close  system,  in  the  very  moment  you  pre- 
tend to  be  abandoning  it  for  ever  !  We  need  not  teU  a  person  of  your 
Lordship's  acuteness,  that  the  very  worst  system,  having  the  appearance 
of  election,  would  be  the  interposition  of  several  steps  in  the  elective 
process  between  the  people  and  those  ultimately  elected.  No,  no,  my 
Lord,  this  will  not  do  at  all.  It's  a  ely  touch,  but  no  go.  With  your 
leave,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Scottish  Burghs  will  choose  their  Magis- 
trates themselves,  instead  of  choosing  those  who  are  to  choose  them. 
The  thing  is  so  awkward  in  its  nature,  that  there  is  no  expressing  it 
without  awkwardness ;  an  argument  which  wiU,  perhaps,  go  as  far  with 
your  Lordship  as  any  that  can  be  brought  against  this  sleekit  clause. 

These  are  the  principal  objections  which  we  have  to  the  Scottish  Buigh 
Reform  Bill.  There  are  many  provisions  in  it  of  smaller  moment  that 
it  would  also  be  well  to  amend ;  such  as  the  Provost  and  Treasurer 
heifkg  elected  for  three  years ;  accidental  vacancies  in  the  Council  being 
to  be  filled  up  by  the  Council  itself  till  the  next  election,  when,  of 
course,  it  would  be  represented  as  an  affront  to  turn  the  person  so 
elected  out ;  the  taking  of  fees  at  lodging  claims,  inspecting  the  record 
of  voters,  or  lodging  objections ;  the  making  it  necessary  that  an  appli. 
cant  for  admission  to  the  roll  should  have  been  for  twelve  months  a 
freeman,  or  have  resided  six  months  in  the  Burgh, — clauses  only  neces- 
sary to  prevent  fraudulent  advantage  being  taken  of  the  very  limited 
number  of  qualified  persons  under  the  L.IO  restriction.  But  we  forbear. 
The  Bill  must  be  amended  ;  and,  if  the  good  of  the  Burgesses  is  to  be 
the  object  studied,  there  wiU  be  no  difliculty  in  devising  what  the  amend- 
ments ought  to  be.  If  any  other  object  is  aimed  at,  the  Lord  Advocate 
may  be  assured  th^t  his  Bill  will  be  a  very  temporary  measure.  He  will 
have  to  mend  it  before  two  years,  if  he  be  in  life  and  in  office  so  long. 

There  is  one  provision  of  a  restrictive  kind,  which,  friends  of  liberty, 
as  we  are,  we  would  recommend  to  the  Lord  Advocate  to  add,— -That 
the  Magistrates  shall  have  no  power  to  contract  debt  on  account  of  the 
Burghs,  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  Burgesses,  at  a  public  meeting, 
agree  to  pay  off  by  three  equal  instalments,  to  be  levied  during  the  pre. 
sent,  and  two  succeeding  years,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  assessments 
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or  rerenues  of  tbe  place,  which  are  not  to  be  burdened'  by  any  deed  of 
t^e  Magistrates  or  the  Burgesses.  What  foolish  squandering  of  the  re- 
sources of  after.times  would  not  such  a  regulation  have  prevented  in  the 
times  gone  by ! 


WHIGS  AND  TORIES. 


Wiua  is  the  ^fference  between  the  Wliigs  and  the  Tories  ?  It  is  not 
solely  that  one  is  in,  the  other  otU.  There  is  a  farther  difference^  and  it 
is  well  that  it  should  be  understood.  And  now  that  the  Whigs  are 
sunken  in  public  estimation,  it  is  right  that  they  should  have  the  benefit 
of  any  distinction  which  can  fairly  be  drawn  in  their  favour. 

In  power,  it  appears,  that  the  Whigs  are  capable  of  more  good  and  of 
n^ore  evil  than  tiie  Tories.  It  were  easy  to  recite  measures  of  improve- 
ment proposed,  or  accomplished  by  the  Whigs,  which  the  Tories  would 
i|ot  have  undertaken.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill,  though 
it  ejcactly  accorded  with  the  policy  of  the  Tories,  exceeded  their  daring ; 
and  the  Whigs  have,  without  disguise,  outraged  public  opinion,  by  de- 
fending jobs  and  villanies  which  the  Tories  would  not  have  ventured  to 
▼indicate  in  the  same  impudent  manner,  but  would  have  sheltered  them- 
selves from  attack  under  false  pretences.  The  credit  which  the  Whigs 
gain  by  liberal  professions,  promises,  and  some  good  deeds,  they  carry  to 
account  for  the  perpetration  of  evil.  They  do  good  that  evil  may  come 
of  it:  The  popularity  obtained  by  a  public  benefit  is  made  a  means  for 
a  public  wrong.  The  gratitude  for  a  service  is  worked  into  endurance 
of  an  injury.  The  Tories  don't  touch  upon  either  of  these  extremes. 
There  is  perhaps  more  mischief  in  their  hearts,  but  there  is  also  more 
fear.  They  let  "  I  dare  not  wait  upon  1  would ;"  they  have  the  dog's 
eye  and  the  stag's  heart :  they  are,  in  a  word,  unpopular,  and  restrained 
by  the  consciousness  of  that  truth ;  the  strong  law  of  public  opinion,  or 
the  apprehension  of  it,  is  ever  on  them. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  opposition  of  those  two  parties.  The  Whigs, 
out  of  office,  were  clamorous  patriots,-r-unrelenting  enemies  of  abuses 
and  oppressions ;  perfect  dragons  of  economy,  not  to  be  moved  to  tolera- 
tion of  unnecessary  expense,  except  for  royal  personages,  whose  favour 
they  were  always  anxious  to  fund  against  occasion.  In  opposition,  the 
Whigs  after  all  deductions,  worked  for  the  people's  cause.  In  opposi- 
tion, the  Tories  have  worked  against  it.  The  Tories  have  hoisted  no 
false  colours ;  they  have  steadily  fought  under  the  black  flag  ; 
they  have  pretended  to  no  patriotism,  to  no  concern  for  the  liberties 
and  rights  of  the  people.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  Whigs  have 
proposed  an  invasion  of  the  Constitution,  they  have  publicly  assisted 
in  the  villainy,  and  concurred  in  all  extravagances.  A  poor  attempt 
to  play  the  other  game  was  nu^e  by  Mr.  Dawson,  who  pretended 
a  zeal  for  economy,  and  attacked  jobs  and  sinecures ;  but  it  was  scouted 
by  his  party.  Indeed,  the  Tories  have  acted  as  if  they  had  a  reversionary 
interest  in  the  abuses  of  Government,  and  were  averse  to  damage  this 
property.  They  have  fought  the  enemy  with  a  private's  tenderness  for 
the  ship  which  they  desire  to  make  their  own ;  and  their  guns  are  aimed 
at  the  persons,  and  the  rigging,  not  at  the  hull,  which  they  hope  will  yet 
hear  their  fortunes.  The  opposition  of  the  Tories  is  thus  an  opposition 
to  the  people  and  to  Government,  when  it  proposes  any  measure  for  the 
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(good  of  the  people ;  but  in  enterprises  of  mischief  they  aid  and  abet  the 
Ministers.  The  alternative  of  a  Whig  or  Tory  Government  will  not 
long  exist ;  but  if  we  had  no  other  prospect,  the  question  which  must 
arise  upon  it  would  be  a  difficult  one.  Whether  it  would  be  better  to  have 
a  Tory  Government,  capable  neither  of  so  much  good,  nor  of  so  modi 
evil  as  the  Whigs  in  office,  and  resisted  by  a  Whig  opposition,  profess- 
ing  aU  liberal  and  patriotic  principles,  and  with  unceasing  activity 
assailing  abuses  and  acts  of  oppression ;  or  a  Whig  Government  vibrat- 
ing between  good  and  ill,  and  obstructed  in  measures  of  public  beaefii 
by  the  Tory  opposition,  and  assisted  by  them  in  measures  of  mischief? 
This  would  be  a  nice  qnestioa  ;  but  after  the  ruin  which  the  Whigs  are 
bringing  on  themselves  by  their  desertion  of  the  people,  it  is  hardly 
possible  that  they  can  resume  the  part  in  opposition  which  they  formerfy 
enacted  with  such  plausibility.  After  their  measures  of  tyranny,  their 
extravagances,  their  defences  of  jobs,  and  acts  of  injustice  and  oppres. 
sion^  it  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  they  can  muster  the  impudence  to 
reprove  similar  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Tories.  Indeed  tile 
Wliigs  have  declared  the  error  of  many  of  their  impeachments  of  the 
Tories,  and  asserted  that  the  experience  of  office  has  shewn  practices  to 
be  necessary  and  proper,  which  they  had  in  opposition  denounced  as  fla- 
gitious. The  things  for  which  Mr.  Thomson,  Sir  James  Graham,  and  Lord 
Althorp  attacked  Goulburn,  llerries,  and  that  fry,  are  now  the  things 
which  they  justify ;  but  without  any  acknowledgment  of  the  wrong  which^ 
according  to  their  own  representations,  they  must  have  done  their  former 
antagonists. 

The  Whigs  and  the  Tories  have  each  a  House  of  Parliament.  The 
Whigs  have  the  Commons ;  the  Tories  the  Lords.  A  Whig  Ministry 
has  the  difficulty  of  managing  the  Lords ;  a  Tory  Ministry  would  have 
the  difficulty  of  managing  the  Commons.  A  Tory  Ministry  could  no 
more  be  Tory  in  its  practices,  than  a  liberal  Ministry  can  be  liberal.  In 
•  either  case,  a  compromise  is  certain.  A  Tory  Ministry  must  be  Whig, 
in  as  great  a  degree  as  the  Whig  Ministry  is  Tory.  Thus  it  would 
have  the  support  of  a  portion  of  the  Commons'  House,  composed  of  the^ 
trimmers,  "the  timid,  the  moderate,  the  indifferent,  together  with  the 
camp  followers  of  every  and  any  Grovernment ;  and  might  thus  muster  a 
majority.  The  country  would  not  long  bear  this  mongrel  thing,  with  its 
petty  reforms  and  concessions  ;  but  Parliament  would  brave  it,  till  the 
voice  of  the  people  scared  it  from  its  complaisance.  A  Tory  Ministry 
would,  of  course,  be  able  to  carry  small  improvements  through  the 
Lords,  which,  small  as  they  might  be,  would  be  too  large  for  the  feeble 
influence  of  the  Whigs  in  that  House.  The  Lords  would  favour  the 
Government  of  their  party,  and,  against  the  grain,  for  the  purpose  of 
propitiating  the  people,  permit  them  to  carry  measures  which  they  would 
refuse  to  the  Whigs.  The  Whigs,  if  they  chose,  might  subdue  the 
Lords,  but  this  would  in  no  way  suit  the  Whig  game ;  for  if,  by  a  re- 
action, or  the  menace  of  it,  tlie  Lords  were  reduced  to  acquiescence, 
there  would  be  no  pretext  for  denying  and  paring  down  measures  of 
improvement  demanded  by  the  country.  The  course  would  be  free ; 
nothing  would  stand  in  the  May  of  the  correction  of  abuses ;  and  there 
would,  consequently,  be  nothing  in  office  worth  the  possession  of  the 
Whigs.  The  opportunity  they  now  have  of  pleading,  or  pretending  the 
opposition  of  the  Lords  to  all  effective  measures,  and  great  objects  of 
public  benefit,  is  much  vahied  by  the  Whigs ;  and  by  no  act  of  theirs 
will  thfy  forego  this  convenient  scape-goat. 
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GREAT  BAiTAiN — THE  parliam£kt.  oppoM  th&t  clause  by  every  meaoB  iu  hii 
The  Bill  for  the  Suppression  of  Dis-  power,  because  he  could  find  neither  so 
turbanees  in  Irelandi — the  disgrace  of  the  much  intimidation,  nor  such  systematic 
Ministry  and  of  the  Parliament, — has  at  efforts  to  carry  it  into  execution,  as  to  .• 
length  become  the  law  of  the  land.     Bad,  satisfy  his  mind,  that  they  were  justified 
however,  as  it  still  is,  it  ii^ceived  Import-  in  pronouncing  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
ant  modifications  in  the  House  of  Com-  the  country  iuefficient.     He  maintained, 
mons ;  and  Ministers  were  compelled,  by  that  the  occurrences  at  the  assizes  in  Ire- 
the  force  of  public  opinion,  to  give  up  land  shewed  that  thei-e  was  no  need  of  re- 
many  of  the  more  despotic  clauses  of  the  sorting  to  Courts-martial ;  and  concluded 
Bill.      The   great  consideration    in  the  by  expressing  his  deep  and  overwhelming . 
House  of  Lords  was,  how  to  increase  its  conviction,  that  there  could  not  be  a  more 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  nature ;  how  to  dangerous  and  mistaken  policy  than  to 
place  the  Ministry  above  the  laws ;  and  make  use  of  military  men  in  cases  where 
how  to  trample  most  effectually  on  the  the  political  feelings  of  the  people  were 
liberties  of  the  Irish  people.     Although  concerned.     This  speech  of  a  grave  and 
the  lower  House  seemed  disposed  to  agree  sedate  lawyer,  a  steady  mippoiter  of  Go- 
to almost  every  clause  in  the  Bill,  Minis-  verameut,andnot  likely  to  be  carried  away 
ters  themselves  yielded ;   and,  while  we  by  his  feelings,  was  much  cheered,  and 
give  them  credit  for  their  conduct,  we  fear  made  a  great  impression  on  the  House.    It 
that  little  can  be  said  for  the  House  which,  was  received  with   much  satisfaction  at 
on  this  oecaaion,  forgot  that  it  is  its  first  Edinburgh  by  the  liberal  reformers ;  and 
dnty  to  protect  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  convinced  many  who  had  hitherto  enter- 
Of  the  more  important  modifications,  we  tained  different  sentiments,  of  the  impo- 
may  mention  the  exclusion  from  the  opera-  Hey  of  the  coarse  ptirsued  by  Ministers, 
tion  of  the  Bill  of  all  offences,  even  of  an  In  the  event  of  a  new  election,  it  Mill  as-- 
insurrectionary  character,  such  as  resist-  suredly  not  be  forgotten  by  the  people  of 
ance  to  the  payment  of  rent  and  tithes,  Edinburgh.     Mr.  Stanley  could  not  con- 
when  such  acts  are  not  accompanied  with  ceal  his  alarni  at  the  effect  likely  to  be 
threats  or  violence      The  police  and  sol-  produced   by   Mr.  Abercromby^s  speech, 
diery  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  seize  all  and  endeavoured  to  answer  it  in  a  long 
they  find  out  at  night  indiscriminately,  addnss,  which  was  greatly  deficient  in  the 
but  such  ouly  as  are  from  home  under  energy  and  boldness  for  which  Mr.  Stan- 
suspicious  ciitrunistances.      The  Courts-  ley*8  speeches  are  distinguislied.     Qn  the 
martial,  instead  of  being  secret  tribunals,  division,  the  minority  against  Ministers 
are  to  be  open ;  and  the  council  for  the  was  the  largest  which  had  appeared  during 
accused  may  take  notes,  and  cross-examine  the  discussion,  the  numbers  being  270  and 
witnesses,  as  in  ordinary  courts  of  law.  130,  giving  a  majority  to  Ministei's  of 
The  Courts-martial  may  compel  the  at-  140  for  the  clause.     After  a  tedious  dis- 
tendance  of  ivitnesscs  fbr  the  defence ;  and  cussion  the  Bill  went  through  the  Com- 
no  oflicer  who  has  been  engaged  in  regi-  mittee ;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  and 
mental  dnty  in  the  district,  can  be  a  mem-  passed  on  the  29th  of  March,  by  a  majority 
her  of  the  Court.    The  Viceroy  cannot  dis-  of  345  to  86.     The  amenduicuts  of  the 
perse  legal  meetings,  .called  by  the  Lord-  Commons,  though  making  xery  material 
Lieutenant  of  counties,  or  resident  Ma-  modifications,  and  rendering,  in  tlie  opi. 
gistrates  in  proclaimed  districts ;  but  all  nion  of  many  of  the  Tory  party,  the  Bill 
persons  not  residing  in  the  district  are  worthless,  were  agiced  to  by  Che  House  of 
prohibited  from  attending  such  meetings.  Lords  without  a  division )  a  circumstance 
Mr.  0*Connell  and  Mr.  Shiel,  throughout  which  may  be  noted  as  marking  the  con- 
tfae  discussion,  distinguished   themselves  sciousac£s  their  Loidsliips  entertain  of  the 
by  their  talent  and  perseverance,  and  did  declension  of  their  power. 
all  that  could  be  effected  against  the  over-  On  the  21st  of  March,    Mr.  Attwood 
whelming    Ministerial    majorities.      On  moved,  that  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
moving  the  tenth  (or Court-martial) clause,  pointed  to  inquire  into  the  distressed  state 
Ministers  were  very  unexpectedly  opposed  of  the  country.     He  atserted,  in  a  speech 
by  Mr.  Abercromby,  one  of  the  members    of  great  length,  filletl  with  numeroMs  dc-. 
for  Edinburgh,  who  stated,  that  he  would    tails  of  llic  state  of  the  labouring  poor. 


266  Political  Rcgitter, 

that  the  diftrws  was  greater  than  at  any  comprisiog  the  three  descriptions  of  our 
preyious  period.  He  stated,  that  in  the  forces,  exceeded  120,000 ;  and  to  this  force 
Port  of  I^ndon  two-thirds  of  the  ship-  were  to  be  added  the  military  stafl^  the  vo- 
ping  were  mortgaged ;  that  the  poor's  rates  lunteen,  and  the  yeomanry,  who  amounted 
were  double  what  they  were  fifteen  yean  to  nearly  60,000.  Sir  E.  Codrington  said 
ago ;  and  that  it  was  a  certain  fact,  that  he  heliered  the  dock-yards  to  be  in  a 
100,000  persons  were  out  of  employment  more  efficient  state  than  at  any  former  pe- 
in  the  metropolis  alone ;  and  that  the  nod.  He  complained  of  the  manner  in 
most  efficient  labourer  could  not  earn  more  which  pensions  were  granted.  Mr.  Cro- 
than  eight  shiUings  a-week,  which  sum  ker  had  a  retired  allowance  of  L.1,600  a^ 
was  insufficient  for  his  support  Mr.  Gil-  year;  and  Miss  Rosamond  Croker  had  a 
Ion,  and  several  other  Members,  corrobo-  pension  of  L.300 ;  whiie  the  sister  of  three 
rated  Mr.  Attwood*s  statement,  as  to  the  distinguished  officers,  all  of  whom  had 
existence  of  great  distress.  The  real,  and  died  in  the  serrioe  of  their  country,  had 
scarcely  concealed  object  of  the  motion  with  difficulty  obtained  a  pension  of  L.50, 
was,  to  promote  the  mover*s  farourite  although  she  had  the  children  of  one  of 
scheme  of  tampering  with  the  currency,  her  brothers,  and  an  aged  father  to  snp- 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  Lord  Althorp,  port, 

on  this  ground,  and  because  the  granting  In  moving  the  army  estimates,  Sir  John 
of  it  would  lead  to  much  perplexity  and  Hobhouse  stated  that  for  many  years  pre- 
uncertainty  among  the  monied  and  com-  riopsly  to  his  taking  office,  reductions  had 
mercial  interests ;  and  it  was  rejected  by  been  going  on  in  bis  department  to  the 
a  majority  of  192  to  158.  extent  on  the  average  of  J..276,000  per 

In  moving  the  Navy  Estimates,  Sir  annum.  He  had,  however,  reduced  the 
James  Graham  stated  that  the  reduction  expenditure  bdiow  that  of  last  year,  by 
this  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding,  L.206,712.  The  forces  this  year,  at  home 
was  L.220,600,  and  he  showed  from  offi.  and  abroad,  exclusive  of  India,  were 
cial  returns  that  the  asseitions  relative  TS^^OS,  and  they  were  thus  distributed ; 
to  the  deficiency  of  naval  stores  were  un-  in  Great  Britain,  21,783  ;  Ireland, 
founded.  The  amount  expended  in  stores  23,135;  abroad,  33,585.  Mr.  Hume 
during  the  three  years  ending  with  1829,  moved  that  the  army  should  be  reduced 
was  less  than  that  expended  in  the  three  from  89,419  to  81,164,  the  establishment 
years,  ending  in  1833,  by  L.147,790;  and  maintained  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
the  amount  of  victualling  stores  and  pro-  in  1830;  for  notwithstanding  the  rednc- 
visions  purchased  in  1831,  and  1832,  ex-  tion  in  the  expenditure,  the  expense  ex- 
c«eded  the  amount  consumed  by  L.38,537-  ceeded,  by  L.56,000,  the  cost  at  any  time 
The  half-pay  had  been  reduced  during  the  under  the  Wellington  administration, 
last  two  yean  by  L.41,643.  The  number  Mr.  G.  Robinson,  on  the  26th  of  March, 
of  sailon  and  nuirines  were  to  be  the  same  moved  for  a  committee  to  revise  our  ex- 
as  last  year;  18,000  seamen,  and  9,000  isting  taxation,  with  a  view  to  Tepeal 
marines.  The  number  of  our  ships  in  those  taxes  which  pressed  most  heavily  on 
1778  was  440,  being  92  more  than  at  industry,  and  to  substitute  a  property  tax 
present  In  1793  we  had  488 ;  but  as  in  lieu  thereof.  He  proposed  to  repeal  the 
the  size  of  the  vessels  had  increased,  the  taxes  on  bricks,  tiles,  glass,  hops,  malt,  pa- 
number  of  men  necessary  to  be  employed  per,  soap,  starch,  and  stone  bottles,  cotton, 
was  greater.  France  had  31  sail  of  the  wool,  newspapers,  and  advertisements, 
line  and  37  frigates ;  Russia  36  sail  of  and  one  half  of  the  duties  on  sugar  and 
the  line  and  23  frigates ;  America  8  sail  tea.  Mr.  Warburton,  in  seconding  the 
of  the  line  and  10  frigates.  In  the  courae  motion,  remarked  that  if  the  tax  was  in- 
of  the  debate,  Mr.  Hume,  in  urging  the  tended  to  be  permanent,  income,  as  well 
necessity  of  retrenchment,  remarked  that  as  property  should  be  taxed  ;  and  that  if  a 
the  average  of  wheat  paid  in  taxes  during  property  tax  were  to  be  imposed,  it  ought 
the  three  yean  ending  in  1815,  was  to  be  so  high  as  tq  enable  all  indirect 
15,853,000  quarters,  and  the  average  of  taxes  to  be  swept  ofl^,  whereby  a  great 
the  three  yean  ftt>m  1823  to  1825,  was  saving  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
L.  17,434,000;  so  that  although  the  taxes  would  be  effected.  Colonel  Torrens  sup- 
had  been  reduced  from  69,000,000  to  52  ported  the  motion.  He  denied  that  a 
millions  in  the  intermediate  period,  still  property  tax  would  render  the  indirect 
there  was  an  actual  increase  in  the  taxa-  taxes  less  productive  by  diminishing  the 
tion  of  ten  per  cent  He  complained  of  revenue  of  proprieton  of  fixed  property, 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  marines  For  the  tax  paid  by  such  proprieton 
which  had  only  been  4,000  on  the  average  would  stiU  exist  as  revenue  in  the  hands 
of  the  six  yean  from  1817  to  1823.  With  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  treasury  paid 
regard  to  the  army,  he  considered  55^000  it  A  property  tax,  he  contended,  would 
men  sufficient,  instead  of  89,419,  as  asked  increase  profits  and  wages,  by  freeing  pro- 
by  Ministers.   The  whole  number  of  men,   ductive  and  active  capital  from  the  bur- 
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dcn%  under  which  it  at  preieiit  laboured ;  unexpeeledly  socceedad  by  a  majority  of 

and  would,  thorefon*,  instead  of  driying  two,  in  a  House  of  one  hundred  and  ibity- 

capital  out  of  the  country,  draw  capital  six  Members,  in  obtaining  a  commisrion 

into  it.     Bfr.  D.  W.  HaiTey  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  colleaing  eTidenoe  rela- 

that  it  was  impossible  a  property  tax  tire  to  the  treatment  and  condition  of 

eottld  cause  capital  to  be  withdrawn,  for  children  employed  in  £ictorie&    In  sup- 

the  land  could  not  be  carried  away;  and  port  of  his  motion  he  stated,  that  the  wic^ 

although  the  fundholders  might  sell  their  nesses  formerly  examined,  had  been  seleci- 

Amded  property,  the  purchasers  would  re-  ed  for  the  purpose  by  those  who  were  le- 

maitti    Lord  Althorp  said  he  would  give  solved  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  mann- 

the  matter  his  most  serious  consideration,  facturers,  and  that  the  latter  bad  not  had 

but  would  oppose  the  motion.     He  could  an  opportunity  to  rebut  that  evidence. 

not  see  on  what  principle  a  graduated  Lord    Ashley,    in  opposing  the  motion 

property  tax  could  rest    If  they  laid  a  stated,  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence 

greater  tax  on  a  man  of  L.20,000  than  on  already  before   Parliament,  and  that  he 

m  man  of  L.  10,000  a-year,  it  was,  in  truth,  had  the  testimony  of  no  fewer  than  ninety 

Mying  that  the  former  had  too  much  pro-  medical  men  in  fovour  of  his  BilL     Mr. 

perty.      In  the  division  there  appeared  Spring  Rice,  in  the  absence  of  Lord  Al- 

155  for  the  motion,  and  221  against  it.  thorp  said,  he  was  in  fovour  of  inquiry, 

On  the  28th  of  March,  the  Lord  Chan-  as  the  consequence  of  legislating  on  imper- 
cellor  brought  in  his  bill  for  the  establish-  feet  information  might  be  to  throw  chil- 
ment  of  local  courts.  It  was  read  a  third  dren  out  of  work.  The  important  subject 
time  without  a  division.  Its  object  is,  the  of  Poor  Laws  for  Ireland  was  incidentally 
establishing,  as  it  were,  experimentally,  in  discussed,  on  I^rd  Althorp  bringing  up' 
certain  districts  and  counties,  and  ultimate-  some  documents  from  the  Poor-Law  Com- 
ly  in  all  the  counties  and  districts,  local  mission.  Mr.  OTonnell  said,  that  after 
Judicatories  for  the  purpose  of  focilitating  reading  these  documents,  he  must  oppose 
administration  of  Justice.  A  Barrister  the  introduction  of  Poor  Laws  into  Ire-" 
of  not  less  than  ten  years*  standing  is  to  land.  The  general  feeling  of  the  House, 
preside  as  Judge  in  these  courts,  and  the  however,  was  in  favour  of  their  introduc- 
jurisdiction  is  to  be  limited  to  debts  or  tion.  Sir  Robert  Peel  recommended  the' 
damages  not  exceeding  £20 ;  but  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  invest!-' 
parties  may  agree  to  submit  to  it  ques-  gate  the  state  of  the  Irish  Poor. 
tions  involving  sums  of  any  amount.  The  On  the  question  of  military  flogging, 
great  proportion  of  actions  sued  were  for  there  was  a  strong  minority  against  Mi- 
debts  under  j£20.  Of  93,000  affidavits  nisters  in  the  division  on  a  motion  made 
for  debt,  made  in  the  year  1826,  in  the  three  by  Mr.  Hume,  that  it  should  not  be  law- 
Coorts  of  Common  Law,  in  Westmtn-  fill  to  flog  within  the  United  Kingdom 
ster  Hall,  not  less  than  30,000,  or  about  except  for  open  mutiny,  thieving,  and 
ooe-third,  were  for  sums  under  £20,  and  being  drunk  on  guard.  The  motion  was 
64,000  for  sums  under  £50.  In  the  country  strenuously  opposed  by  Lord  Palmerston, 
the  proportion  was  still  greater.  Either  and  by  Lord  Althorp  and  Mr.  R.  Grant, 
party  is  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  compel  and  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred 
the  other  to  swear  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  flfty-one  to  one  hundred  and  forty* 
The  Bill  is  also  to  invest  the  Judges  with  In  consequence  of  this  vote  it  is  under- 
a  species  of  arbitrary  power— the  power  stood  that  the  practise  of  military  flogging 
of  reconcilement.  This  practice  has  been  will  be  much  modified, 
attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  The  Budget  was  not  brought  forward 
on  the  Continent.  It  nras  first  adopted  in  until  the  19th  of  ApriL  In  making  his 
Denmark  in  1795»  and  the  following  year  Financial  Statement,  Ix>rd  Althorp  said, 
the  lawsuits  were  reduced  to  one-third,  that  the  present  Administration  had  abo- 
The  local  Judges  are  also  to  exercise  the  lished  1,387  places,  and  salaries  to  the 
functions  which  pertain  to  Masters  in  amount  of  £231,406,  from  which  deduct- 
Chancery,  and  the  office  of  Bankruptcy  ing  £38,000  for  retired  allowances,  the 
Judges  in  the  new  Bankruptcy  Courts,  actual  present  saving  was  £192,000.  Dur- 
His  Lordship  also  introduced  a  Bill  to  ing  the  last  two  years,  506  persons  had 
alter  the  Appellate  Jurisdiction  of  the  been  brought  from  the  retired  list  of  the 
Privy  CounciL  Revenue  Department  and  placed  in  active 

The  Resolutions  on  the  Temporalities  service,  by  which  a  saving  of  £28,000 
of  the  Irish  Church  were  keenly  debated  had  been  effected  in  the  retired  allow- 
on  the  1st  and  2d  of*  April.  Sir  Robert  anceSi  The  income  for  the  year  ending 
Peel  succeeded  in  extorting  from  Lord  Al-  5th  April  1833,  was  £46,853,000,  the 
thorp  a  sort  of  promise  that  the  present  expenditure  £45,366,000 ;  leaving  an  ex- 
incumbents  should  be  exempted  from  pay-  cess  of  income  of  £1,487>000  which  would 
ment  of  the  Tax  to  be  substituted  for  the  more  than  cover  the  deficiency  in  the  pre- 
Vestry  Cess.      Mr.  Wilson  Patten  very  ceding  year  amounting  to  £1,200,641. 
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The  hicome  for  thf  ensuing  year  he 
estimated  at  iM6»494,128 ;  the  whole  ex. 
penditure  includiog  £30,300,000  for  the 
consolidated  fund  at  £44,922,219,  leaving 
an  estimated  surplus  of  £1 ,671,909.  The 
following  Daties  he  proposed  to  take 
off: — 


•nies. 

. 

.£87.000 

Marine  IiMursoocst 

. 

100,000 

AdvertiMmenti, 

• 

75,ono 

Awened  Taxef, 

• 

244,n00 

Raw  Cotton, 

m 

SOOOOO 

8otp, 

Total 

6a}.ooo 

«USt9,(lQ0 

The  duty  on  Tiles  was  to  he  entirely 
taken  off.  The  alteration  of  the  tax  on 
Advertisements,  it  was  calculated,  would 
diminish  the  amount  hy  one-halfl  Instead 
of  38. 6d.  for  each  insertion,  2s.  were  to  be 
charged  for  the  fii-st.  Is.  6d.  for  the  second, 
and  Is.  for  every  subsequent  insertion. 
The  Marine  Insurance  duty  which  had  fal- 
len from  L.452,000,  in  1815,  to  L.220,000, 
in  1832,  would  be  I'educed  as  follows : 
where  the  premium  does  not  exceed  15s., 
the  duty  to  be  i'educed  from  28.  6d.  to  Is. 
3d.  per  cent ;  where  not  exceeding  30b., 
from  5s.  to  28.  6d.  In  the  Assessed  Taxes 
he  proposed  to  take  off  the  duties  on  win- 
dows in  all  shops  employed  as  such,  or 
as  warehouses.  The  house-duty,  where- 
ever  shops  were  attached  to  the  houses, 
would  be  reduced  as  follows  :  in  houses 
containing  fifteen  windows,  of  which  five 
belong  to  the  shop,  one-third  of  the 
house-duty  would  be  reduced.  This  would 
amount  to  a  reduction  in  the  house  and 
window  duties  of  U  100,000.  The  duty 
on  taxed  carts,  L.30,000  was  also  to  be 
taken  off,  and  also  the  duty  on  shopmen, 
warehousemen,  hawkers,  stewards,  book- 
keepers, and  clerks.  This  would  make 
the  whole  reduction  on  the  Assessed  Taxes 
L.244,000.  The  tax  on  raw  cotton  was,  in 
1831,  three-eighths  of  a  penny  per  pound ; 
he  had  increased  it  to  five-eighths  of  a 
penny.  He  proposed  a  fixed  duty  of  five- 
sixteenths  of  a  penny  per  pound.  The 
whole  duty  was  at  present  L.626,000, 
and  he  estimated  the  reduction  at 
L.300,000.  The  Soap  Tax  produced  an- 
nually L.  1,180,000.  The  duty  was  to  be 
reduced  one-half;  but  he  did  not  calculate 
the  loss  to  the  revenue  ^vould  be  more  than 
one-half  of  the  reduction,  as  the  L.  100,000 
now  paid  in  draw-backs  would  be  saved. 
The  twopenny  Stamp  Receipt  duty  is  also 
to  be  abolished. 

'Diking,  therefore,  the  reductions  as 

above,  .  .  -        L.  1,349,000 

And  adding  the  esttmated  return  on 

Soap,  -  .  (93,000 


llie  probable  loss  to  the  Revenue 

was,  -  L.l,05(l,000 

Surplus  for  year  ending  1834  1,572,000 

lilitimatcd  surplus  after  above  re. 

duttions,        -  -  .        L.516,000 


The  proposed  reductions  were  geoerilly 
approved  of  by  the  Hou-e.  Mr.  Hume 
said  he  thought  that  no  great  loss  would 
accrue  (o  the  revenue  by  a  reduction  of 
10s.  per  quarter  in  malt,  as  the  consnmp* 
tion  would  be  increased,  and  that  the  re- 
due*,  ion  on  advertisements  would  have  been 
better  h:id  all  paid  a  duty  of  Is.  6d.  for 
each  insertion.  He  considered  the  best 
means  of  relieving  the  distresses  of  the 
country  was  by  the  commutation  of  taxes 
for  a  property  tax. 

In  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
lor  the  general  Commutation  of  Tithes, 
I/ord  Althorp  stated  that  the  amount  of 
church  property  had  been  grossly  exagger« 
ated.     The  net  income  of  all  the  bishops 
was  L.  168,527 ;  the  incomes  of  all  the 
Deans  and  Chapters  I«.236,358,  and  the 
incomes  of  the  parochial  clergy  he  esti- 
mated at  L  3,250,000.     The  whole  num. 
ber  of  benefices  in  England  was  11,400. 
Returns  had  been  made  from  9,660,  and 
the  income  was  1^2,709,779.     The  whole 
revetiues  of  the  church  did  not,  therefore, 
exceed   L.3,500,000,   which,   if  equally 
divided,  would  give  to  each  clergyman 
L.285  a-year.     If  to  that  were  added  the 
incomes  of  the  prebends  and  the  deans  tfnd 
chapters  the  average  income  of  each  cler- 
gyman would  be  about  L.300.     The  prin- 
ciple of  the  commutation  was  to  convert 
the  tithes  into  a  perpetual  corn-rent,  whe- 
ther the  tithes  were  payable  to  clergymen, 
or  to  lay-impropriators.     Valuators  were 
to  be  appointed,  who  were  to  value  the 
tithes,  not  on  the  ground,  bnt  by  ascertain, 
ing  what  had  been  i)aid  during  the  last 
seven  years.    The  Quarter  Sessions  are  to 
ascertain  the  average  price  of  the  differ, 
ent  kinds  of  grain  during  these  years.  The 
valuation  being  made,  the  tithe  receiver 
is  to  hare  his  option  of  being  paid  in  mo- 
ney, or  a  corn-rent  during  a  fixed  period. 
A  clergyman  may  fix  this  payment  during 
the  period  of  his  incumbency,  and  a  lay- 
impropriator  for  any  period  not  less  than 
seven  years.     The  plan  was  approved  of 
by  Mr.  Baring,  Colonel  Torrens  and  others, 
and  opposed  by  Dr.  Lushington. 

Mr.  Robert  Grant's  resolution  to  re^ 
move  all  civil  disabilities  affecting  the 
Jews,  with  like  exceptions,  as  in  the  case 
of  Roman  Catholics,  was  carried  without 
a  division.  The  only  members  who  op. 
posed  it  were  Sir  R.  Inglis  and  W.  H«l. 
com  b.  Two  rather  importan t  resolutiana, 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Hume,  were 
agreed  to  on  the  18th  April  without  oppo- 
sition. The  first  was,  that  in  all  future 
vacancies  of  sinecure  oflEices  in  the  civil 
and  Colonial  service  of  the  country,  no 
new  appointments  should  be  made ;  and 
the  second,  that  no  person  should  receive 
an  appointment  to  any  situation  to  which 
emolument  was  attached,  the  duties  of 
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which  were  to  be  performed  by  deputy.  Ireland,  it  did  n6t  seem  to  be  consider^ 
It  is  gratifying  to  find  the  House  of  Com-  ed  prudent  to  intrust  to  Mr.  Stanley  the 
mons  at  length  recognizing  a  principle  so  working  of  the  bilL  Lord  Goderich  haa 
important  as  that  contained  in  the  above  therefore  accepted  the  Priyy  Seal,  vacant 
rcaolutiona.  by   the  resignation  of   Lord   Durham; 

The  severity  of  the  English  criminal    Mr.  Stanley  succeeds  Lord  Goderich  as 
law  is,  in  many  instances,  so  great  that  it    Colonial  Secretary ;  Sir  John  Hobhouse 
is  (bund  impossible  to  put  it  in  execution,    is  appointed   Irish  Secretary ;   and  Mr. 
Mr.  Lennard  has  therefore  brought  in  a    Edtvard   Eilice  has  been  prevailed  on, 
bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  present  law    once  more,  to  JQin  the  Ministry,  by  ao- 
which  renders  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house    cepting  the  office  of  Secretary  at  War. 
to  any  value  whatever,  a  capital  offence.    The  change  is  advantageous,  were  it  for 
During  the  last  four  years,  the  proportion    no  other  reason  than  by  removing  Mr. 
of  acquittals  in  England  and  Wales  for    Stanley  from  Ireland.     How  he  will  act 
capital  offisnces,  was  nearly  29,  and  for    in  the  Colonial  office,  remains  to  be  seen  ; 
non-capital  cases,  only  obout  18  in  the    but  the   West  Indians  seem   to  require 
100.     Under  the  old  law,  stealing  in  a    fully  as  much  coercion  as  the  Irish.     Sir 
dwelling-house  to  the  amount  of  40s.  was    John    Hobhouse  cannot    possibly  be   a 
capital;  and  juries  were  in  the  habit  of    worse  Secretary  than  his  predecessor;  and 
finding  offenders  guilty  of  stealing  to  the    although  he  is  not  so  efficient  a  debater, 
extent  of  39s.  only,  to  protect  them  from    he  has  the  advantage  of  possessing  mora 
a  capital  sentence.     Sir  R.  Peel  raised  the    discretion  and  longer  experience.      The 
sum  to  j£5  ;  but  since  the  alteration  35    return  of  Mr.  Ellice  to  the  Ministry  is  a 
verdicts  have  been  given  against  prisoners    good  symptom  ;  and  we  hope  that  Mini- 
for  stealing  to  the  amount  of  99s.  when  it    sters  will  now  open   their  eyes  to  their 
was  clear  that  the  amount  actually  stolen    sitiution,  and  endeavour  rather  to  secure 
was  much  greater.     Sir  Eardley  Wilmot    the  support  of  the  people,  than  of  a  sink- 
has    introduced    a  bill  to   mitigate  the    ing  faction.     For  his  ready  compliance 
punishment    for  offences  committed  by    with  Eail  Grey's  wishes,  Lord  Goderich 
juvenile  thicTes.     He  proposes  to  punish    Has  been  created  an  Earl,  under,  the  title 
petty  larceny  summarily  without  a  jury,    of  Earl  of  Ripon.     Sir  John  Hobhouse 
not  as  a  felony,  but  as  a  misdemeanour,    and  Mr.  Stanley  were  re-elected  by  their 
when  committed  by  children.     No  mea-     i^pective  constituencies  without  opposi. 
sure  of  any  importance,  except  the  Irish    tion ;  and  Mr.  EUice  again   secured  his 
Coercion  Bill,  has  passed  the  House  of    seat  for  Coventry  with    little    trouble, 
Lords  since  the  meeting  of  Parliament,    though  opposed  by  Mr.  Thomas,  a  Tory, 
•nd  the  proceedings  in  the  upper  House    and  by  Mr.  Cobbet*s  second  son.    Captain 
have  been  more  than  usually  dull  and    Berkeley,  however,  who  had  resigned  his 
nnijiteresting.     Hence  our  notice  of  their    seat  for  Gloucester,  on  being  appointed  a 
Lordships*  proceedings  has  been  necessa-    Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  lieu  of  Captain 
rily  brie£  Barrington,  was  not  so  fortunate ;  having 

EKOLAKD.  been  beaten  at  the  election  by  Mr.  Hope, 

The  decline  of  the  popularity  of  Minis-    the  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Maryle- 
ters  is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  most  of  the    bone. 

elections  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Much  attention  has  been  lately  directed 
pitting  of  Parliament,  have  been  decided  to  the  question  of  the  East  India  charter, 
against  the  ministerial  candidates.  At  On  the  17th  December  last,  a  <<  Paper  of 
the  Marylebone  election,  the  influence  of  Hints'*  was  sent  by  Mr.  Charles  Grant  to 
the  treasury  was  used  in  the  most  undis-  the  Directoi'S,  containing  the  terms  an 
gnised  manner  for  Mr.  Murray ;  yet  he  which  Government  was  willing  to  renew 
was  beaten,  not  only  by  Sir  Samuel  Whal-  the  charter.  The  principal  are  these  :— 
ley,  a  radical,  the  successful  candidate)  The  China  monopoly  to  cease,  —  the 
but  also  by  Mr.  Hope,  a  Tory.  The  hum-  Company  to  retain  its  political  functions, 
bers  at  the  close  of  the  poll  were — Sir  8.  — the  Company  assets,  territorial  and 
Whalley2869;  Mr.  Hope  205d;  Mr.  Mur-  commercial,  to  be  assigned  to  the  Crown, 
ray  791.  At  the  last  election,  the  Attor-  on  behalf  of  the  territorial  Government 
ney-Generars  return  was  almost  entirely  of  Iudia,^an  annuity  of  L.630,000  to  be 
owing  to  his  connection  with  Ministere,  granted  to  the  Company,  to  be  charged 
and  he  was  supported  by  more  than  3,000  on  the  territorial  revenue  of  India,  to  be 
members.  Much  apathy  existed  in  the  redeemable^  in  fhe  option  of  Parliament, 
burgh.  Of  8,901  registered  votei-s,  only  after  a  certain  period,  on  payment  of  L.lOO 
5)ftB7  were  polled,  while  ^760  voted  in  for  every  L.6,  68.  of  annuity.  The  reve- 
December.  nue  of  India  to  be  chargeable,  M'ith  all 

A  partial  change  in  the  Ministry  has  the  expenses  incurred,  on  account  of  that 
taken  place.  Although  Ministers  succeed,  country,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  The 
ed  in  c^ln,  .he  C^.e  BUI  ^^    .^^y.'.  ^  »m...,  «.  «»..» 
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with  the  Dincton.     Every  British  sub-*  the  Irieh  papers,  proceed  as  usuaL     A  ftw 

ject  to  haTe  the  right  of  going  to,  and  drunken  vagrants  have  been  apprehended 

■ettUng  at  either  of  the  Presidencies  with-  for  being  found  in  the  streets  of  Kilkenny 

oat  license ;  but  the  right  of  going  to,  after  sunset.     They  have,  of  course,  bwn 

trading  with,  or  settling  in  the  interior,  liberated,  with  an  admonition   to  obey 

to  be  aablect  to  such  rej^lations  as  the  more  punctually  the  new  code  of  despo- 

local  Goyemment  may  make.    The  Di-  tism. 

rectors  object  to  several  of  these  condi-  the  coktikext. 

ttons,  partieulariy  to  the  loss  of  the  China        Beuiot  and  Bergeitm,  who  were  tried 

Trad^  by  the  profits  of  which,  alone,  they  for  shooting  at  the  King  of  France,  have 

hsv«  been  enabled  for  many  years  to  pay  been  acquitted,  as  well  as  the  persons  who 

the  dividends  on  their  stock,  and  make  landed  with  the  Duchess  de  Bern  iirom 

up  the  deficit  in  the  territorial  revenues.  the  Carlo  Alberto  last  spring,  and  Bnfan- 

By  the  revenue  accounts  which  have  tin  and  Chevalier,  the  chieft  of  the  St. 

been  made  up  to  the  5th  April,  it  appears  Simonians.    General  Sebastiani  has  joined 

that  there  has  been  a  decrease  on  thequar-  the  Frendi  Ministry;  but  does  not  take 

ter,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  an  active  part,  on  account  of  his  health, 

quarter  of  last  year,  of  L.92,420.     There  M.  Lionne,  the  responsible  editor  of  the 

is  an  increase,  however,  on  the  whole  year  Paris  paper,  Tht  Tiibftne^  has  heen  con- 

of  L.230,389.       The  principal  increase  victed  of  libelling  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 

is  on   the  Customs,  L.432,047 ;  Excise,  ties,  by  calling  it »  prostituted."     He  vras 

L.21,088 ;  and  Tares,  L.16,41.^  Thede-  tried  before  the  Chamber  itself,  which,  in 

crease  is  confined  to  the  Stamps,  L.  188,790,  this  instance,  performed  at  once  the  in- 

and  Post-office,  L.79306.  congruous  duties  of  accuser,  judge,  and 

The  price  of  stocks  on  the  19th  of  April  jury.     The  majority  for  the  conviction 

was    as    follows ;  -consols  for  account,  was  256  to  50;  and  the  highest  punish- 

8741*    India  stock  has  heen  gi'adually  ment  the  law  allows, — ^three  years*  impri- 

rising,  and  is  now  224.     Bank  stock  has  sonment,  and  a  fine  of  10,000  franca,  about 

risen  suddenly  from  192  to  198.     Money  L.400,_was  awarded  by  a  majority  of  204 

is  plentifuL     Exchequer  bills  are  4,950  to  103.     There  is  something  vindictive  in 

prem.  such  proceedings,  which  prove  that  con- 

SCOTLAND.  stitutional  liberty   is   yet  unknown  in 

The  aiSiirs  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  France.     The  French  have  yet  to  reap 

hare,  for  mtoy  years,  heen  so*  extrava-  the  fruits  of  the  Revolution  of  1830. 
gantly  conducted  under  the  close  burgh        A  severe  struggle  has  taken  place  be- 

system,  that  they  have  become   greatly  tween  the  Carlist  and  liberal  parties  in 

embarrassed.    The  revenue,  which  is  the  Spain  for  the  ascendency.    The  Queen^s 

largest  of  any  of  the  Scotch  burghs,  in  the  party  has,  however,  obtained  the  victory ; 

year  ending  1st  October,  1832,  amounted  but  in  the  vacillating  state  of  politics  in 

to  L.48,063,  and  there  were  arrears  and  that  country  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  long 

balances  then  outstanding  to  the  amount  the  triumph  may  last     Meantime,  Don 

of  L.29,183.    The  payments  for  the  same  Carlos  and  his  family  have  quitted  Spain, 

period  were  L.5 1,507)  but  the  excess  of  and  the  Cortes  have  heen  summoned  to 

expenditure  may  be  considered  as  stock,  swear  allegiance  to  the  King's  daughter, 

The  debts  are  put  down  by  the  city  ac-  as  his  successor  to  the  throne,  and  to  oon- 

countant  at  L.296,548,  being  an  increase  firm  the  abolition  of  the  Salic  Law.   Giwit 

of  L.4,195  within  the  year.     Several  of  events  for  Spain  may  arise  out  of  the  con- 

the  debts  are,  however,  kept  out  of  view ;  vocation  of  the  Cortes,  who  may  not  be 

and  their  real  amount  is  believed  to  ap.  disposed  to  break  up  without  doing  more 

proadi  half  a  million.     In  these  circum-  business  than  the  King  intends, 
stances  a  Parliamentary  Commission  has        The  struggle  in  Portugal  seems  as  far 

been  applied  for,  for  the  management  of  as  ever  from  a  termination.    On  the  4th 

the  affiiirs  of  the  city.  of  March  a  skirmish  took  place,  in  which 

IRELAKD.  Don  Pedro*s  forces  had  the  advantage^ 

The  Lord-Lieutenant  has  not  allowed  with  ^oss  to  the  Miguelites  of  1,500  men. 
the  Irish  Coercion  Act  to  become  a  dead  Thejftas  been  a  serious  quarrel  between 
letter.  It  had  no  sooner  arrived  in  Dub-  TXf^fSito  and  Admiral  Sartorius,  arising 
lin  than  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  as  well  from  the  latter  not  being  furnished  with 
as  the  city,  was  proclaimed,  although  it  noloney  to  pay  his  men.  Don  Pedro  sent 
has  been  admitted  that  the  city  has  all  Sir  John  Doyle  to  arrest  him,  and  Cap- 
along  been  perfectly  tranquiL  The  Vo-  tain  Crosby  to  take  the  command  of  the 
Innteers  and  Trades*  Union  of  Dublin  squadron.  Sartorius  immediately  arrested 
having  met  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  both,  but  soon  after  liberated  them.  Don 
were  immediately  prohibited  fh>m  again  Pedro  has  again  begun  to  recrpit  in  Lon- 
assembling.  The  outrages  against  life  don,  and  Don  Miguel  has  obtained  %small 
and  property,  as  fiir  as  we  can  judge  fnm  loan  in  the  city.    No  progress  has  been 
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mad€  in  the  aettiement  of  the  Dutch  ques-  or  military  force  of  any  oower  in   thi. 

tion.     On  the  contrary,  the  king  of  Hoi-  Mediterranean;  and  hence,  theYepresenta 

land  IS  making  extensive  military  p«.  tions  of  Britain  and  P^nce  are  Sv 

^^T      *    .   :    r-                           .  disregarded  by  the  ViceToy  of  Egy^t  and 

Thediwontents  in  Germany  are  on  the  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 
increase.     The  decrees    of  the  diet    at 

Frankfort  have  been  resisted  by  the  Re-  t,,             ^"*^  colonies. 
prewntatiye  Chambers  of  Baden,  Bavaria,  ,  J^^  accounto  from  Jamaica  and  Trini- 
Cfcsael,  and  Wirtemberg,  and  an  attempt  *^  "present  these  colonies  to  be  in  a 
is  now  making  to  suspend  the  meetings  f^\  disorganized  state.    The  attempts  of 
of  these  bodies  for  five  years,  and  to  an-  if.    Mulgrave  to  put  down  the  Colonial 
thorize  the  petty  sovereigns  to  mle  and  tax  ^^^^.  *"*  Jamaica  have  excited  the  ut- 
their  subjects  at  pleasure.     If  this  scheme  "****'  discoutent,  and  he  has  found  it  ne- 
SDOceeds,  there  will,  of  course,  be  an  end  <*^jy  *®  dismUs  several  of  the  com- 
to  every  vtetige  of  liberty.     Great  indig-  «a^J"^^officers  of  the  militia  regiments, 
nation,  of  course,  prevails,  in  Germany,  at  l^     u                  *®^  serious  disturbances 
this  attempt.     On  the  3d  April,  a  riot  took  ^^^^  ^  occasione«l  by  some  indiscreet 
place  at  Frankfort,  in  which  about  twenty  f^^^,  circulating  religious  tracts  among 
penons  were  kiUed  and  wounded.     The  *"*  ?*^*^*  **"**°P"»  ^''^  ^^  ▼'^w  of  con- 
insnrgents  were  principaUy  students,  and  ^«''f*'^  ^^^  '»  Christianity.     These  dis- 
theysncceededatflrst  in  their  attack  on  the  *"*'*>»n?^  were  not  put  doM-n  without 
Guard  House  :  but  a  body  of  600  troops  P^*  difficulty.  -The  tracts  were  collected 
having  come  up,  the  insurgents  were  dis-  f®««^'>«''  »»<»  j»»"^t  on  the  parade-ground, 
persed.     The  territory  of  Frankfort  has  .  P*"*^**"^  <>'  t**®  troops,  in  order  to  con- 
since  been  surrounded  by  troops,  r^^  the  soldiers  that  the  attempt   to 
The  rumoun  which  have  been  of  late  *"'*™'*  ^^^^  ^l*"'  religious  opinions  was 
so  confidently  asserted  of  a  treaty  of  peace  °°*  countenanced  by  Government, 
having  been  concluded  between  the  Sultan  united  states. 
and  Ibrahim  Pacha,  turn  out  to  be  un-  It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  learn  that 
foanded.    The  Viceroy  of  Egypt  has  re-  the  South  Carolina  Convention  for  orga- 
jccted  the  proposals  for  pacification  made  nizing  resistance  to  the  Tariff  has  repealed 
by  Great  Britain  and  Fmnce,  and  has  its  nullification  decrees,  and  resigned  its 
sent  orders  to  Ibrahim  to  mareh  on  Con-  functions.     The   Union,  or  Government 
stantinople.     The  Egyptian  army  under  party,  in  the  State,  have  also  formally 
Ibrahim's  command  amounts  to   82,000  postponed  the  reassembling  of  their  Con. 
men,   and  the  Turks  have  no  means  of  vention.     This  unnatural  dispute  has  at 
resisting  it.    The  Russian  fleet  still  re-  length,  therefore,  been  satisfactorilv  ad- 
mains  in  the  Bosphorus ;  and  the  Russians  justed.     This  result  has  been  obtained  by 
have  a  considerable  body  in  the  neigh-  the  carrying  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  proposed 
bourfaood,  with  which  they  will  defend  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  approved  of  by  Mr. 
Constantinople.   The  downfall  of  the  Snl-  Calhoun,  the  leader  of  the  South  Carolina' 
tan  seems  inevitable ;  and  the  only  doubt  party  in  the  House  of  Repruentatives,  on 
i%  whether  his  dominions  will  iall  into  the  20th  February,  by  a  majority  of  118 
the  hands  of  Egypt  or  Russia.     The  con-  to  85.     The  Coalition  of  the  Southern 
dnct  of  both  the  British  and  French  Go-  and  Western  States  was  found  irresistible. 
Tenunents  in  this  matter  is  most  blame-  South  Carolina  has  obtained  the  main 
able.     It  has  long  been  foreseen  that  a  point  she  aimed  at,  for  the  Bill  must  be 
crisis  was  approaching  in  Turkey ;  yet  regarded  as  the  abandonment  of  the  pro- 
there  ia  ndther  a  French  nor  British  naval  tective  system. 


STATE   OF  COMMERCE,  MANUFACTURES  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  difiTusion  Dr.  Bowring,  the  eyes  of  the  French  are 
of  Bound  commercial  principles  among  beginning  to  open  to  the  evils  of  the  sys- 
nations  which  have  hitherto  maintained  tem.  The  attempts  which  our  Govern, 
the  doctrine  that  nothing  ought  to  be  im-  ment  are  making  to  extend  our  commer- 
ported  which  could  possibly  be  manufac  •  cial  relations  with  France,  are  cordially 
tond  at  home.  The  French  and  Ameri.  seconded  by  the  more  enlightened  portion 
cans  have  been  for  many  years  the  great  of  the  'French  merchants  and  manufac- 
snpporters  of  the  protective  system :  but  it  .  turers.  The  absurd  attempts  of  the  French 
has  received  its  death.blow  in  .America  Government  to  encourage  the  production 
by  the  decision  of  Congress  on  the  Tariff  of  beet-root  sugar,  and  the  manufiictures  of 
Qoestioa  ;  and,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of    earthenware  and  hardware,  have  been  at- 
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tended  with  niiiiotii  consequences  to  tiniies  to  rise.  At  a  meeting  of  Iron  Mas- 
France.  The  quantity  of  wine  exported  ten  at  Bimungham  on  tlie  lith  April, an 
from  Boaideftux,  wiiicli,  previous  to  the  increase  in  the  price,  of  lOs.  per  ton,  was 
Revolution,  amounted  to  100,000  tuns^  agreed  to.  Since^last  spring,  iron  has 
has  diminished  to  50,000.  risen  25  per  cent,  and  lead  20  per  cent. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  absurdity  of  Little  change  has  taken  place  in  the  price 
some  of  the  regulations  now  existing  in  of  tin  or  copper ;  but  they  were  never 
this  couutry  for  the  pui^ose  of  giving  our  m  much  depreesed^as  the  other  metals  we 
colonies  a  monopoly  of  the  home  irade.  have  mentioned.  The  state  of  trade  at 
It  appears  that  the  price  of  crown  deals  at  Sheffield  has  been  seldom  more  depressed 
Memel  being  408.  lOd.  per  load  of  50  than  at  present;  but  an  expectation  is 
cubic  feet,  and  the  cost  of  the  same  quan-  entertained  that  France  is  inclined  to  ad- 
tity  of  crown  timber  in  the  bulk,  28s.  2d.,  mit  cutlery  and  plated  ware  on  moderate 
we  pay  the  Prussians  12s.  8d.  for  convert-  terms. 

ing  or  manufacturing  a  load  of  timber  in-  The  postponement  of  the  settlement  of 
to  3.inch  deal  or  planks,  when  a  pair  of  the  question  of  the  Com  I^ws  is  attended 
English  sawyers  would  do  the  work  for  with  the  most  pernicious  consequences  to 
4s.  6d.  For  Brack  timber,  the  Prussians  the  agriculturist  All  speculation  in 
charge  1 6s.  Id.  per  load,  their  price  for  grain  has  long  since  ceased.  The  prices 
deals  of  similar  quality  being  27s.  4d. ;  so  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  except  wheat,  con- 
that  their  charge  for  sawing  this  descrip-  tinue  to  decline.  Wheat  is  nearly  sta- 
tion  of  timber  into  planks  is  a  trifle  less,  tionary.  The  malting  season  being  nearly 
but  still  twice  as  much  as  English  saw-  over,  the  demand  for  barley  is  very  limited. 
yers  charge.  At  Quebec,  the  price  of  yel-  The  aggregate  average  price  of  barley, 
low  pine  timber  is  15s.  per  cubic  load,  for  the  six  weeks  ending  14th  February, 
and  the  price  of  a  load  of  yellow  deals  was  278.  8d.,  and  for  the  six  weeks  end- 
33s.  4d.,  leaving  the  Canadians  18s.  4d.  for  ing  12th  April  it  is  2(>s.  7<i.  Except  at 
doing  what  Englishmen  charge  4s.  6d.  for.  Liverpool,  there  is  very  little  grain  in  the 
The  reason  why  Canadians  charge  more  hands  of  com  merchants;  but  the  stack 
than  Pmssians  is,  that  the  extra  duty  on  yards  are  more  than  usually  full  for  the 
timber  here  gives  a  bounty  on  sawing  in  season. 

Canada    of    100   per    cent,   whilst   the  The  weatltei  has  along  the  whole  east 

Prussians  have  only  40  per  cent.     The  coast  of  Scotland,  and  over  great  part  of 

Baltic   pine  timber,  as  eveiy  one  knows,  England,  been  cold  and  wet;  and  much  less 

is  of  a  greatly  superior  quality  to  Amc-  than  the  average  quantity  of  q>ring  wheat 

rican ;  yet  aie  we  compelled  to  use   it,  and  beans  has  been  sovm.    On  the  we»t 

to  encourage  the  Settlers  in  Canada,  si-  coast,  on  the  other  hand,  the  weather  has 

though  that  countiy  will  not,  in  all  pro-  been  di-y,   and  sowing  has  been  accom- 

bability,  continue  long  to  be  a  part  of  the  plished     under     favourable    circumstan- 

British  dominions.    The  difference  of  duty  ces.     The  price  of  iat  sheep  has  rather 

between  Canadian  and  Baltic  timber  is  so  fallen,    but  other   stock   has   continued 

great,  that  vessels  have  actually  sailed  this  steady.     The  rents  of  grass  parks  have 

spring  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Baltic  fallen  from  10  to  30  per  cenL  under  last 

to  transport  Baltic  timber  to  Canada,  and  year's  rents  throughout  th«  south-eastern 

having  landed  their  cargo  and  again  ship-  part  of  Scotland.     Much  attention  has  of 

ped  it,  to  enter  it,  on  their  return  to  Bri-  late  been  paid  to  the  raising  and   intro- 

tain,  as  Canadian  timber.     Neither  does  duciug  into  cultivation  new  species  and 

-Canada  derive  the  benefit  it  is  imagined  by  varieties  of  agricultural  plants.     Among 

the  protection  held  out  to  her.     A  great  the  most  valuable  is  a  new  species  of  oats 

proportion  of  the  timber  entered  as  Cana-  raised   a  few   years    ago  from   a   single 

dian,  is  in  reality  the  produce  of  the  United  stem  by  Mr.  P.  Shirefl^  Mungo's  Wells, 

States,  carried  from  thence  to  Canada,  afhd  East   Lothian,  an   intelligent   agricultu- 

then  shipped  to  this  countiT.     The  same  ris.t,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of 

thing  is  tme  of  the  wheat  and  flour  im-  the   Hopetoun  oat      It  has  more  straw 

ported  from  Canada  at  a  low  rate  of  duty,  than  either  the  Angus  or  the  potatoe  oat, 

The  accounts  from  the  manufactiuring  and  is  veiy  productive  and  yicJds  much 

districts  are  less  favourable  than  at  the  meaL     It  has  been  tried  all  over  Scotland 

date  of  our  former  report.    The  hand-Joom  during  the  last  two  crops,  and  the  reports 

weavers  are  everywhere   in  an  extreme  of  its  qiuiHty  are  uniioraily  favourable. 

state  of  suffering.     It  appears  from  evi-  The  culture  of  crimson  clover  f' T^ri/Wiuni 

dence  taken  on  oath  at  Kilsyth,  a  small  Incamatum)   which   is  extensively  and 

town  not  far  from  Glasgow,  that  after  the  beneficiaUy  cultivated  in  France  and  Italy, 

necessary  deductions  for  rent,  &c  a  hand-  has  been  successfully  tried  in  this  country; 

loom  weaver  cannot  earn  above  28.  lOd.  and  there  is  groat  reason  to  believe  that  the 

a-week,  a  sum  quite  inadequate  for  the  Italian  variety  of  the  rye  grass  is  much 

support  of  a  man.     The  price  of  iron  con-  superior  to  that  at  present  cultivated. 


TAIT'S 


EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 


POPULAR  INDIFFERENCE  AND  POPULAR  FRENZY. 

If  ever  the  people  of  England  revolt^  it  will  be  for  twopence-half- 
peittij.    With  what  criminal  apathy  they  saw  the  passing  of  the  Irish 
C^ereaon  Bill,  and  they  are  almost  in  rebellion  against  the  Assessed 
Taxes !    It  is  lamentable  to  observe  the  popular  indifference  or  careless- 
ness as  to    questions   involving  the  principles   of  good   government, 
while  such  heat  and  violence  are  expended  upon  any  particular  conse- 
qnence  of  bad  government.    This  phenomenon  is  indicative  of  the  very 
lowest  intelligence.    It  is  as  if  we  were  to  set  about  correcting  the  error 
of  a  watch  by  pushing  the  hands  backwards  and  forwards,  instead  of  pre- 
eiiring  a  better  regulation  of  the  works.    The  scholar  of  Hierocles  ex- 
amined the  top  of  his  leaky  wine  cask,  and  could  find  no  crack ;  yet  the 
Kquor  escaped,  and  the  case  eeemed  to  him  inexplicable   and  hopeless. 
When  recommended  to  examine  the  bottom,  he  flew  into  a  violent  passion, 
•aying, "  Fool !  don't  yon  see  that  the  wine  disappears  not  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cask,  but  from  the  top  V  John  Bull  rages  against  the  leakage 
of  his  pocket :  but  he  never  will  extend  his  inquiries  to  its  primary  causes. 
He  fixes  upon  the  particular  point  of  loss ;  and  abuses  as  a  speculator,  a 
dreamer,  a  visionary,  any  one  who  advises  him  to  concern  himself  about 
a  remote  cause.    He  demands  the  cure  of  symptoms  of  a  disease,  and  is 
careless  of  the  cause.    To  talk  to  him  of  the  organic  miachief^  is  to  tell 
him  a  dull  unmeaning  tale.    Palliatives  he  honours  with  the  name  of 
practical.    At  this  moment,  when  all  London  is  in  frenzy  at  unequal 
taxation,  a  motion  for  the  institution  of  the  Ballot,  or  Annual  Parlia- 
ments, would  not  have  any  share  of  public  support  or  attention.;  nay, 
would  be  resented  as  an  intrusion,  as  an  interference  with  more  impor- 
tant objects ;  yet  what  can  be  more  to  the  purpose,  for  the  redress  of 
injustice,  in  any  and  every  shape,  than  realizing  the  representation,  and 
strengthening  the  responsibility  ?     The  public,  however,  will  not  go  to 
the  root  of  the  evil.     It  is  more  ready  to  resort  to  anarchy  for  deliver- 
ance from  a  partieular  grievance,  than  to  apply  itself  to  the  completion 

VOL.  III. NO.  XV.  X 


274  PopfUar  Indifference  and  Popular  Frenzy. 

of  a  BVBtem   of  governmeni   which  may  identify  law   with  the  common 
interest,  and  harmonize  it  with  the  common  feeling.    Resistance  of  taxa- 
tion is  renouncement  of  goTernment,  and  an  expedient  only  pardonable 
in  the  last  necessity,  for  intolerahle  grievances,  from  which  there  is  no 
prospect  of  relief  hy  any  constitutional  means  in  the  power  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  in  the  case  of  such  atrocious  alternative  as  submission  to  obsti- 
nate  wrong  or  defiance  of  law,  the  latter  should  be  regarded  and  acted 
upon  as  a  step  necessarily  leading  to  revolution.    The  authority  of  a 
government  is  not  to  be  put  off  and  on,  like  an  old  shoe,  by  the  people. 
If  it  be  so  bad  as  to  warrant  deposition  one  hour,  it  must  be  too  bad  for 
re-imposition  the  next.     Whenever  a  case  for  resistance  seems  to  be 
made  out,  a  case  for  organic  change  must  be  made  out ;  and  in  this 
category  the  change  should  be  effected  without  the  resistance,  if  possible. 
But  the  mass  of  our  people  have  no  thought  in  their  heads  of  any 
organic  change.     They  would  set  aside  the  authority  of  the  Government 
in  a  particular  instance  ;  compel  it  to  abandon  an  offensive  law  ;  and  be 
content  to  leave  its  material  structure  and  foundations  unaltered,  if  the 
example  of  anarchy  would  allow  of  such  a  condition.     They  moderately 
limit  their  views  to  a  state  of  things  in  which  they  may  say,   "  This  we 
will  obey,  and  this  we  will  not  obey ;"  they  are  content  to  have  a  go- 
vernment over  which  every  man  may  set  the  authority  of  his  own  plea- 
sure.    To  strengthen  the  government  by  reformation,  by  bottoming  it 
on  sound  principles,  would  be  incompatible  with  this  course  of  things. 
A  legitimate  action  of  popular  feeling  on  the  legislature,  would  exclude 
the  opportunity  and  the  pretence  for  the  illegitimate.   The  imperfectioQ 
of  the  representative  system  affords  the  scope  for  anarchial  resolutions. 
The  mass  of  the  people  prefer  the  veto  on  the  worst  laws,  to  the  trust  in 
men  who  may  originate  the  best  laws.    We  believe  that  if  they  could 
analyze   their    minds,    they   would   find   the    defiance   of  government 
much    nearer  to  their  wishes  than  the  improvement  of  government. 
This  is  a  pernicious  consequence  of  an  insufficient  change,  handled  as 
the  Whigs  have  handled  this  change.     Disappointment  is  bad  enough  ; 
*  but  the  Whigs,  not  satisfied  with  the  disappointment  which  was  sure  to 
attend  the  working  of  the  new  House,  thought  it  necessary  to  superadd 
provocation.     *'  This  is  not  enough,"  murmured  the  people ;  "  You  shall 
have  no  more,"  answered  the  Ministers.     '*  It  bears  no  promised  fruit," 
was  the  cry ;  "  It  is  all  in  all,"  was  the  retort.    And  in  truth  the  people 
have  ceased  to  look  for  further  constitutional  improvement,  and  in  place 
of  it  they  show  a  proneness  to  expedients  to  which  we  give  the  best  name 
when  we  call  them  revolutionary ;  for  they  may  do  worse  than  carry  us 
from  one  form  of  government  to  another.  The  habit  of  them  would  be  in- 
compatible with  any  government  whatever ;  an  anarchy  out  of  which  order 
would  not  come  until  after  the  most  frightful  experience  of  the  mischiefs  of 
lawlessness  that  has  ever  yet  been  read  in  blood  and  desolation.     The 
obvious  policy  of  the  Ministry  was  to  have  encouraged  the  people  to 
rely  on  constitutional  improvements ;  to  have  led  them  to  think  when 
things  worked  ill  that  they  would  work  better  with  better  arrangements 
of  the  machinery.     They  have  done  the  opposite  of  this.     They  have 
disgraced  the  very  name  and  banished  the  thought  of  constitutional 
reform  from  the  popular  mind;  and  in  place  of  such  remedy,  resistancb 
is  now  the  familiar  and  ready  expedient  looked  to  in  all  cases  of  urgency 
and  excitement.     The  question  to  which  we  are  coming  is  not  of  govern- 
ment but  of  obedience,  and  it  concurs  with  a  growing  struggle  between 
property  and  rapine  in  various  guises.     Trimming  between  two  prtn- 
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ciples — ^lettin^  out  and  damming  up — giving  head  and  giving  check — 
presenting  the  key  and  clapping  the  shoulder  to  the  door — conceding  the 
means  and  refusing  the  end— exciti'ng  and  baulking  expectation — mak- 
ing the  people  sensible  of  their  power^  and  telling  them  they  shall  be 
powerless  for  the  objects  sought  by  them — putting  a  barren  sceptre  in 
their  hands^  and  insolently  asserting  the  full  satisfaction  of  their  claims  ; 
by  such  a  course.  Ministers  have  brought  us  into  a  state  of  things  out  of 
which  no  man  of  foresight  sees  his  way.  The  popular  mind,  more  dis- 
turbed and  distempered  than  ever,  no  longer  seeks  remedies  through 
the  improvement  of  the  gavernmenW  Thi»is  a  frightful  sign — it  threatens 
the-  evenioB  of  society.  There  is  no  hope  but  in  hastening  on  meamrea 
of  constitutional  improvement  which  may  produce  a  Parliament  puttitig 
forth  claims  to  the  confidence  and  afifections  of  the  people.  We  must 
advance :  it  was  the  attempt  to  halt,  to  command,  ''  thus  far  and  no 
farther,"  to  the  rolling  tide,  which  has  done  the  mischief;  and  prompt 
bat  prudent  forward  movements  can  alone  retrieve  the  error.  Do  right 
boldly  and  all  good  will  come  of  it. 


THE  WISHING-CAP.— No.  IV. 

NEVER  WAS  AND  NEVER  WILL  BF. 

Hearing  that  a  steam-omnibus  had  commenced  running  on  the  New 
Road  at  London,  we  felt  a  wish  to  see  it;  and  have  accordingly  done  so.  It 
is  a  very  good-looking  machine,  for  a  carriage  with  a  furnace  to  it ;  has  no 
amoke,  and  is  said  to  be  so  very  safe  that  you  cannot  be  blown  up  in  it 
if  you  would.  It  will,  therefore,  not  do  for  those  who  are  in  excessive 
want  of  sensation,  and  the  nine  ladies  who  patronized  it  the  first  day, 
will  probably  not  go  by  it  again.  The  furnace  is  so  cut  off  from  the  rest 
of  the  body,  that  you  see  nothing  of  it  when  inside.  In  fact,  though 
the  division  is  well  managed,  so  as  not  to  appear  unsightly,  the  body  is 
as  much  cut  into  two  as  that  of  a  wasp  or  other  insect ;  and^  like  some 
of  that  tribe  of  creatures,  it  would  continue  running  if  the  head  were 
cat  oflF.  There  are  now^  therefore,  four  created  things,  of  which  this  sin- 
gular property  of  running  without  a  head  may  be  predicated ;  viz. : — in- 
sects, ducks,  opera  dancers,  and  steam  omnibuses.  Opera  dancers,  we 
believe,  have  not  been  mentioned  before ;  and  we  do  not  mean  to  affirm 
it  of  every  person  so  called.  There  is  Taglioni,  who  has  a  mind ;  and 
Heberle,  who  has  a  soul ;  and  we  could  add  the  names  of  some  others 
whose  faculties  are  not  confined  to  their  lower  extremities.  But  we  ap- 
peal to  eYery  one  who  has  seen  opera  dancers  in  general,  and  witnessed 
their  extraordinary  dispassionateness  of  face  during  the  liveliest  moments 
of  those  extremities,  whether  it  is  not  manifest  that  the  upper  part  of 
their  bodies  might  be  utterly  laid  aside  without  detriment  to  the  motion, 
and  the  legs  go  on  dancing  as  much  as  ever.  It  is  a  clear  case  to  ust 
We  are  convinced  that  if  some  knight-errant  of  old,  such  as  used  to  sliver 
people  in  two  like  parsnips,  could  appear  on  our  opera  stage  during  a 
dance  of  figurantes,  and  make  all  their  heads  vanish  from  their  bodies, 
the  legs  and  their  appurtenances  would  continue  dancing,  pirouetting, 
and  presenting  their  toes  to  the  side  boxes  just  as  if  nothing  had  hap. 
pened. 

X  2 
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This  digreasion  (if  such  it  be)  must  be  excused  us,  because  we  have 
just  been  to  the  opera,  and  were  reading  some  entomology  the  saine 
day ;  so  that  we  were  forcibly  struck  with  the  resemblance,  as  far  as  the 
lower  extremities  are  concerned.  As  to  the  rest,  it  will  not  hold  good : 
for  the  insect,  it  eeems,  gets  on  as  much  with  his  head  portion  as  his  leg; 
which  is  what  will  never  be  said  of  these  very  cruricular  gentry. 

The  new  omnibus  runs  along  the  road  as  smooth  as  ivory.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  the  wheels  go.  They  spin  as  if  you  could  hear  them  buzz. 
Its  rate  is  about  ten  miles  an  hour,  but  it  could  go  fifteen  or  twenty  ; 
and  the  coachman  can  stop  it  within  a  quarter  of  a  yard.  The  other 
omnibus  people  tear  their  hair  at  all  tliis,  and  utter  d — ns  infinite,  and 
swear  it  will  never  do.  The  other  day,  one  of  them,  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  a  despairing  pot  extra,  ran  his  horses  quite  across  its  path,  and 
was  summoned  before  the  magistrate ;  in  whose  presence  he  had  the  mor. 
tiiication  of  hearing  all  the  merits  of  the  stranger  detailed  and  acknow. 
ledged,  nemine  contradicentej  and  of  having  to  pay,  as  a  matter  of 
favour,  thirty  shillings.  This  has  doubled  its  popularity.  People  wait 
in  multitudes  at  the  corners  of  the  principal  roads,  to  see  it  go  by  ;  and 
the  rival  coachmen  are  reduced  to  the  melancholy  necessity  of  taking 
their  heads  with  an  air  of  candour,  and  assuring  you,  "  upon  their 
honour,"  that  it  broke  down  yesterday,  and  will  never  do ;  upon  which 
a  great  shout  is  heard,  and  the  omnibus  comes  spinning  along  through 
an  avenue  of  admirers ! 

What  will  omnibuses  and  other  conveyances  be  a  hundred  years  hence  f 

A  few  years  ago^  in  one  of  the  great  manufacturing  towns,  there  was 
an  unfortunate  gentleman,  himself  a  man  of  science  and  a  projector,  who 
laughed  to  scorn  the  notion  of  carriages  going  by  steam  at  the  rate  often 
miles  an  hour.  As  to  fifteen  and  twenty,  he  thought  it  a  melancholy  in- 
stance of  the  length  to  which  human  absurdity  could  go ;  and  the  worst 
of  it  was,  that  he  put  all  this  into  print,  where  it  remains,  staring  him  in 
the  face,  and  eternally  to  be  quoted,  while  carriages  are  running  past 
him  at  the  rate  of  twenty,  and  even  thirty  miles  an  hour.  This  is  awk~ 
ward ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  gentleman  complains  of  its  reaction  upon 
him,  and  thinks  he  is  badly  used  ;  for  which^  if  he  is  a  good»natured  man, 
we  are  sorry.  But  poor  human  hope  was  never  yet  in  such  good  condi* 
tion  as  to  render  it  the  kindest  thing  in  the  world  to  add  a  new  scorn  to 
its  endeavours ;  and  the  gentleman,  if  he  had  a  little  more  of  the  imagi- 
nation which  he  laughed  at,  might  have  expected  a  good  measure  of  re- 
taliation Unfortunately,  those  who  prophesy  disappointment  are  apt  to 
do  it  out  of  a  grudge  at  success :  and  the  ill-natured  (we  do  not  say  it 
in  every  case,  for  men  may  commit  themselves  out  of  mere  incontinence 
of  speech,  or  a  jovial  thoughtlessness,  or  even  a  resentment  of  the  failure 
of  their  own  kind  hopes)  are  apt  to  pronounce  loudest  and  scornfullest. 
We  have  lived  long  enough  to  hear  several  of  these  prophecies,  and  to 
see  all  of  them  fail,  or  be  in  the  course  of  failure.  We  have  heard  pro- 
phecies against  steam-engines,  prophecies  against  reform,  prophecies 
against  the  commutation  Oa  tithes,  prophecies  against  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  ;  with  others  against  matters  but  just  touched  upon,  but 
which  will  as  surely  come  in  for  their  share  of  vicissitude  as  the  rest. 
You  may  gather  them  from  Tait's  Magastine,  and  from  the  JVew  Monthly 
Magaaine,  and  the  Monthly  Repository.  There  are  people  who  would 
have  sworn,  and  doubtless  have  sworn,  in  their  prodigious  range  of  the 
"  knowing,"  that  a  time  would  never  arrive  when  one  magazine  would 
speak  well  of  another,  or  even  allude  to  it.    Ecce  signum.    We  love  sue- 
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t€tu  for  onruHyen,  but  we  lave  iuoe^ss  for  the  world  also ;  being  of  opin- 
ion- with  that  singular  aflcient  philosopher^  who  said  that  "  the  greater 
inelnded  the  less,"  and  who  lived  to  see  his  notion  pretty  generally 
adopted. 

There  is  a  favourite  saying,  that  such  and  such  a  thing  "  never  was, 
and  never  will  be,"  which,  we  suspect,  has  received  a  check  of  late  from 
t>ur  gigantic  friend  steam.  Indeed,  we  heard  the  absurdity  of  it  acknow- 
ledged the  other  day  in  an  omnibus*  It  ha9  often  been  thought  a  phrase 
^  just  rebuke  to  the^  daring,  and  yet  surely  never  was  a  more  daring  as- 
Mrtlon  ventured  upon  by  mortal  month. 

How  do  we  know  what  never  was  9  We,  who  stand  upon  a  miserable 
ilttle  dot  of  time,  no  bigger  than  a  pin's  point  in  the  vastness  of  space, 
with  eternity  behind  and  before  us !  The  fly  on  the  coach  wheel,  who 
thought  he  kicked  up  the  dust,  was  a  modest  philosopher,  compared  wiUi 
the  man  who  utters  this  saying.  By  the  united  help  of  history  and  tra- 
dition, we  know  something,  or  think  we  know  something,  of  the  state  of 
mankind  for  about  four  thousand  years.  The  Chinese  say  they  know  it 
for  many  more  thousands.  Give  them  a  hundred  thousand,  and  what 
would  it  amount  to  in  the  boundless  wastes  of  time  ?  And  what  do  we 
know  of  what  never  was,  even  in  our  own  eras  of  history  and  tradition? 
What  do  we  know  of  the  times  of  the  mammoth  and  the  northern  ele- 
phant ?  What  of  the  nations  who  have  left  proofs  of  their  existence  in 
America  anterior  to  the  lately  supposed  aborigines  ?  What  of  Stone- 
henge,  of  Cyclopean  walls,  of  Irish  towers  ?  What  even  of  the  means 
of  offence  called  the  ''  Greek  Fire  ?"  Of  glass  formerly  malleable  ?  or 
of  the  old  church- window  painting,  the  art  of  which  is  now  lost,  at  least 
in  its  perfection. 

And  "  never  will  he  !J"  This  assertion  is  even  less  excusable  than  the 
other;  for  a  man  on  divers  accounts  may,  with  far  less  folly,  take  for 
granted  what  has  been  told  him  of  human  affairs  for  the  last  four  thou- 
sand yeans,  than  go  directly  counter  to  what  he  must  have  learned  at  the 
same  time ;  namely,  that  the  most  unlooked-for  discoveries  have  repeat- 
edly taken  place.  And  if  so  often,  why  are  they  to  stop  ?  The  porter  at 
the  palace  door,  in  the  play  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  says,  in  answer 
to  somebody  who  is  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of  sueh  a  crowd 
at  Elizabeth's  christening,  that  it  would  be  as  impossible  to  sweep  them 
away,  even  with  cannon. 

As  to  make  them  deep 
Oa  May-day  momiiig,  which  wiU  never  be. 

We  have  just  had  a  May-day  morning  as  fine  as  any  in  the  old  poets ; 
yet  where  are  the  crowds  whom  it  took  out  of  bed  ?  The  honest  porter, 
from  his  youth  up,  had  seen  all  London  get  up  on  May-day  to  go  into 
the  fields  and  gather  May-blossem ;  and  the  two  ideas  in  his  head  had 
become  inseparable.  London  on  May-day  was  a  city  going  out  of  town, 
and  kissing  the  milk-maids.  At  present  the  milk-maids  are  old  women, 
who  howl  with  as  much  indifference  on  May-day  as  in  June>  and  no- 
body hears  them  but  the  servant.  Till  the  other  day,  many  a  citizen, 
doubtless,  was  of  opinion,  and  held  it  as  "firmly  as  the  belief  in  bis  ex* 
istence,  that  London  would  never  be  any  thing  but  a  huge  collection  of 
hctases,  where  people  get  money,  and  then  went  of  an  evening  into  the 
suburbs,  drawn  by  a  stage-coach  and  horses.  He  now  admits  that  a 
stage-coach  does  not  of  necessity  imply  horses  ;  but  it  is  no  easy  thing 
to  give  his  imagination  a  further  lift,  and  make  him  think  it  possible 
that  by-and-by  there  may  be  no  stage-coach  with  horses ;  and  his  never* 
tri/Lbes  are  almost  as  imperative  as  ever  on  all  other  points. 
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Let  U8  see^  by  way  of  a  little  amusement^  what  theae  gentlemen^  wka 
are  so  intimate  with  the  year  forty.five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  have  prophesied  as  impossible  for  the  laat  five  hundred  years, 
and  what  their  children  have  seen  come  to  pass. 

About  this  time  five  hundred  years  ago.  Anno  Domini  ISiQ,  gun- 
powder and  guns  were  invented.  Now  the  following  (setting  aside  the 
mode  of  language,  which  is  not  essential  to  our  purpose)  is  the  way  ija 
which  one  of  these  gentlemen,  a  few  months  previous  to  that  event, 
would  have  expressed  himself  in  reference  to  some  other  impossibility. 
Somebody  would  be  speaking  of  alterations  in  the  mode  of  warfare,  upon 
which  our  contemptuous  anti-ricissitudinarian  would  thus  break  out  :— 
*'  A  change  like  that  I  Why  you  might  as  well  say  that  people  by.4uid. 
by  will  fight  with  fire  and  smoke,  and  that  there  will  be  arrows  as  round 
a»  plum.pudding8,  and  made  of  lead,  as  thick  as  your  skull !"  (^  iaugk 
among  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  that  time.) 

In  nine  months  after  this  speech  gunpowder  is  invented,  and  the  art 
t'omes  up  by  which  round  leaden  arrows  are  shot  out  of  cannon,  darting 
fire  as  they  come,  and  filling  the  air  with  smoke. 

Anno  Domini  1440. — The  great-grandson,  or  other  representative  of 
the  above  gentleman,  exclaims,  on  some  fresh  subject  of  innovation, 
amidst  the  honours  of  the  ''  laugh," — **  A  change  like  that  I  Why,  you 
might  as  well  say  that  by^nd-by  there  will  be  books  without  being 
copied  out,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  hundred  of  those  impossible  books 
in  the  course  of  a  day." 

Next  year  the  art  of  printing  is  invented,  which  was  thought  at  first 
a  thing  magical  and  devilish,  and  by  which  we  can  now  have  a  thousand 
copies  of  a  book  in  a  day. 

Anno  Domini  1534. — The  great-great-great-great-grandson,  or  now 
representative  as  aforesaid,  is  treating  some  other  novelty  with  the  usual 
hap])y  contempt  of  his  race  : — *'  A  change  like  that !  Why,  you  might  as 
well  say  that  people  will  all  be  permitted  to  read  the  Bible,  and  that 
nunneries,  and  even  Abbots  will  be  put  down  ! !  (^Shouts  of  laughter,  in 
which  the  Reverend  Abbots  present  were  observed  to  join.) 

The  same  year  the  Bible  is  printed  and  read  openly,  and  upwards  of 
six  hundred  religious  houses  suppressed. 

Anno  Domini  1666. — "  A  change  like  that !"  quoth  the  representa- 
tive, "  Why,  you  might  as  well  say  that  Englishmen  will  leave  off  tak- 
ing a  steak  and  a  cold  tankard  for  their  breakfast, — (a  laugh)— ^r  that 
they  will  go  to  the  other  end  of  the  world,  to  pluck  it  off  a  gooseberry 
bush."     {Great  laughter.) 

The  same  year  tea  is  brought  into  England,  not  indeed  off  a  goose- 
berry bush,  but  off. a  bush  of  no  greater  importance,  and  (in  common 
parlance)  at  the  other  end  of  the  world. 

But  this  is  a  trifle.  What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  repre- 
sentative, or  rather  of  his  ancestor,  of  course  a  much  wiser  man  than 
himself,  and  therefore  more  peremptory,  who,  after  bringing  storms  of 
laughter  upon  the  head  of  the  poor  fellow  who  spoke  of  some  changes  in 
navigation,  and  exclaiming,  '*  Why,  you  might  as  well  tell  me  that 
ships  will  go  blindfold  three  thousand  miles  over  the  water  to  the  place 
they  want  to  arrive  at"-.8hould  he  have  seen  the  invention  of  the  compare! 
What  would  he  have  thought,  even  if  he  could  have  seen  no  greater 
invention  than  balloons,  gas-light,  or  the  twopenny  post  ?  Or  if  he  could 
have  been  ^'  shewn  in  spirit,"  English  gentlemen  become  sovereigns  in 
Asia  and  America^  or  the  French  throwing  off  their  ragged  elbows,  their 
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€0rv€e9,  and  their  Grand  Monarque,  and  chooaing  no  longer  to  be  the 
batts  of  the  Englieh  for  submitting  to  him  ? — upon  which  the  finglieh 
do  aU  they  can  to  thrust  him  down  their  throats. 

These  prophecies  of  what  never  was  to  take  place  are  so  manifestly 
absurd,  when  we  come  to  set  down  the  instances  of  their  failure^  that 
we  recoil  from  the  necessity  of  having  them  detailed^  and  think  it  must 
be  a  commonplace  understanding  indeed^  to  venture  upon  similar  judg- 
ments.   And  yet  this  is  done  every  day,  and  by  persons,  too,  who  ought 
to  know  better ;  forgetting  that  an  anticipation  which  is  absurd  to  them, 
may  not  be  a  bit  more  absurd  than  the  above  were  held  to  be  by  their 
ancestors  ;  and  that  the  only  ground  which  the  latter  had  to  go  upon  in 
their  contempt,  was  the  mere  fact  of  the  wonders  not  having  taken 
place,  which,  if  they  inquire  into  it,  is  simply  the  ground  they  go  upon 
themselves  ;  for  the  reasons  they  give  against  it  are  at  the  best  but  so 
many  proofs  that  they  are  not  the  men  to  bring  it  about — ^that  they 
have    not  light  or  logic  enough.     Their   light  is  not  bound  to  the 
other  men's.     The  gentleman  at  Birmingham  or  Liverpool  who  laughed 
at  the  notion  of  a  steam  carriage  going  ten  or  fifteen  miles  an  hour, 
only  shewed  that  he  was  not  the  man  to  make  it  go  :  that  is  all.     fiut 
does  that  limit  the  faculty  of  others  ?     Every  advancer  of  his  times, 
great  or  small,  has  had  hard  work  of  it,  God  knows,  from  doubters,  and 
opposers,  and  scorners,  and  persons  who  will  prove  his  arguments  impos- 
sible, the  very  moment  they  are  about  to  triumph.    This  has  just  been 
the  case  with  reform.     The  Tories,  in  particular,  were  thought  as  stable 
as  anything  existing.      Men  as  soon  expected  the  mountains  in  £ng. 
land  to  become  the  valleys,  as  that  the  Tories  should  be  laid  low :  and 
wbat  Tory  thought  of  Charlea  the  Tenth's  being  chucked  in  that  man- 
ner out  of  his  throne  into  a  Scottish  arm-chair,  even  though  he  had  been 
chucked  before  ?    We  have  been  just  reading  one  of  the  amusing  books 
of  Capt.  Basil  Hall,  in  which  he  intimates  his  opinion  that  the  French 
and  English  are  natural  enemies,  and  ever  will  be.    The  "  ever-will-be'* 
prophecy  is  but  the  counterpart  of  its  rash  friend  the  '^  never.will-be," 
and  comes  to  the  same  point.     The  French  and  English,  according  to 
Capt.  Hall,  ever  will  be  enemies  : — they  never,  by  any  growth  of  com. 
monsense,  or  the  sacrifice  of  the  less  to  the  greater,  or  the  arrival  of 
rational  years  of  discretion,  will  become  aware  of  the  policy  of  living 
peaceably  with  their  next   door   neighbours,  and   interchanging   their 
goods.     They  will  always  be  fighting,  more  or  less,  and  captains  of  ves- 
sels  will  always  be  getting  good  prize-money.     Human  nature  is  always 
to  be  playing  at  soldiers.     There  is  no  such  thing  as  adv^cement  in  ex- 
perience and  wisdom.    The  French  and  English  massacre  one  another 
when  they  take  cities,  just  as  they  used  to  do ;  and  the  massacres  of  St. 
Bartholomew  and  Smithfield  are  not  gone  by ! — '^  Oh,  yes,  they  are ;  but 
still  the  English  and  French  will  remain  enemies."     Why  so  ?     Why,  if 
neighbours  get  rid  of  one,  or  two,  or  three  grounds  of  offence — may  they 
not  get  rid  of  six, — of  all  ? — Capt.  Hall,  who  is  a  very  entertaining,  intel- 
ligent, and  we  believe,  generously.disposed  man  by  nature, — spoilt  for  a 
i^ider  policy  by  the  narrow  limits  of  his  quarter-deck, — used  to  be  of 
opinion  (if  our  memory  is  not  mistaken)  that  the  impressment  of  sea- 
men for  the  naval  service  was  an  evil  not  to  be  got  rid  of.     This  opin- 
ion is  now  changed ;  and  he  has  shewn  us  that  many  intelligent  officers 
confidently  look  for  its  abolition.     Yet,  the  time  cannot  be  far  back, 
when,  if  you  had  expressed  such  an  opinion  to  an  officer  in  the  navy,  he. 
would  have  exclaimed — "  A  change  like  that !    Why  you  might  as  well 
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teU  St,  that  mme  daj  or  otber,  «mbmii  will  hm^m  tern  «ii4  eolfiM  for 
breakfast,  and  fight  the  world  upon  dops !"  Whiek  they  hav«  now 
done  for  some  time,  and  fought  it  as  weU  as  ever. 

Dear  feUow-creatures,  whose  eyes  are  weak,  bat  whose  fluealties 
mighty, — who  see  two  yards  before  you  into  the  blaakness  of  futarityj 
but  who  have  a  call  upon  great  endeoTours  and  a  right  to  hopes  infiailej 
— ^will  you  be  good  enough,  onee  for  ail,  to  take  a  lesson  from  yoor 
amasement  at  seeing  eoaches  run  without  a  horse,  and  leave  off  this  idle 
habit  of  saying  what  ''  never  will  be  ! " 
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'*  OoMjr,  Qottj,  Oandtrre— whitbcrre  willc  jow  wandore  F* 

Amcim  Bbthi 

*'  Jmnqae  nooent  fcnvm." 

Otid*i  A^  of  Imui. 

LrrTLE  did  the  inspired  bard  of  the  sixteenth  century,  whose  beautiful 
and  pathetic  ejaculation  we  have  prefixed  to  this  article,  foresee  the  dire 
fulfilment  which  its  implied  prediction  would  receive  in  the  nineteenth. 
Little  did  be  anticipate  the  downfall  of  that  high  and  palmy  state  which 
had  for  centuries  so  proverbially  distinguished  the  British  Choose,  that  an 
Englishman,  could  scarce  set  foot  on  Foreign  land,  without  being  re- 
minded,  in  a  tone  at  once  of  envy  and  admiration,  that  his  countr/s 
*'  geese  were  all  swans." 

Still  less  would  he  have  believed,  had  it  been  foretold  to  him,  that  the 
very  name  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  race  could  ever  be  so  vilified  and 
degraded  as  to  beoome  a  by.word  and  term  of  reproach,  and  that  the 
meanest  caitiff  should  hold  himself  aggrieved  in  being  designated  **  a 
goose." 

The  circumstance  which  gave  rise  to  the  poet's  exclamation  was,  as 
our  readers  are  doubtless  well  aware,  the  sudden  and  severe  distress 
which  the  web-footed  interest  of  that  day  experienced  from  the  substttu^ 
tion  of  fire-arm^  for  the  ancient  bow  and  ''  cloth-yard  shaft,"  a  change 
by  whish  the  "  grey  goose  quill,"  till  then  an  article  of  prime  import, 
ance,  became  a  mere  '^  drug,"  known  but  to  a  few  old  monkish  chroni- 
clers, and  utterly  neglected  by  the  nation  at  large.  Happily,  we  may  say 
providentially,  the  rapid  extension  of  literature,  *  which  took  place  soon 
afterwards,  effected  a  reaction  in  favour  of  the  quill-growers,  of  which, 
with  a  sagacity  which  has  ever  been  their  leading  characteristic,  they  im- 
mediately availed  themselves ;  and,  adapting  their  circumstances  to  the 


*  Th^re  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  encoungemeiit  aflbrded  to  men  of  letters^  by 
seversl  sncoeBsire  monarchs,  was  attrihntable  to  tbe  remone  (now,  a)a%  unknown !) 
which  they  felt  at  the  effects  upon  the  condition  of  their  quiU-growlng  sulgccls,  of  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  warfare  which  they  had  sanctioned ;  and  it  is  recorded  of 
Henry  the  Eighth  in  particular,  that  he  wrote  a  considerable  work  with  his  own  hand, 
doubtless  from  the  same  praiseworthy-  motive. 
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altered  tiBies^  the  victon  of  Cress^  *  might  be  eeen  betaking  them. 
a<i»eii  to  the  arts  of  peace>  scarce  smiling  at  the  innovating  folly  which 
iMid  rendered  the  wrong  end  of  the  quill  an  object  of  value. 

From  that  period  to  the  present  little  has  been  heard  of  the  British 
geeee^  who  have  gone  en  from  age  to  age^  and  from  MidiaeXmae  to 
Michaelmas^  toiling  cheerfully  in  their  vocation :  butnow^  alas^  their  voice^ 
whidi^  like  that  of  the  swan^  breaks  forth  in  their  extremity/again  sounds 
in  our  ears.  The  axe  of  innovation^  which,  one  by  one^  is  hewing  down 
all  the  established  institutions  of  the  country,  after  lopping  off  the  super, 
flnous  branches  of  their  prosperity,  is  again  laid  to  the  very  root  of  their 
existence. 

The  Quill  trade,  which  has  long  been  unjustifiably  harassed,  and  in- 
terfered with  by  the  inroads  of  foreign  growers,  whose  produce  is 
poured  forth  by  every  northern  port,  with  the  same  pestilent  activity 
which  inundated  the  land  of  yore  with  their  hordes  of  barbarous  inva. 
der8,-'^The  quiU  trade,  which  is  without  exception  the  oldest  branch  of 
British  industry,  hae  received  its  death-blow,-— that  blow  has  been  dealt 
by  a  domestic  hand,— 4ind  the  instruments  **  of  devilish  enginery"  by 
whidi  it  has  been  perpetrated,  is  the  invention  of  METALLIC  pens  f— 
The  effects,  we  shall  give  in  the  words  of  the  sufferers  themselves,  tran* 
•erfbed  from  a  petition  about  to  be  presented  by  the  hon.  member  A>r 
Worcester. 

**  To  the  Honourable,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireiand,  in  Parliament  assembled.  The  humble  .ptf- 
tiUon  of  the  undersigned  Ganders,  Geese,  and  Goslings, 

''  Sheweth, 

*'  That  your  petitioners  have,  from  time  immemorial,  held  an  honourable 
rank  in  the  community,  and  have  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  in  the 
production  and  sale  of  quills  and  pens,  to  their  great  profit  and  ad. 
vantage. 

**  That  your  petitioners  have  already  suffered  severely  by  the  admiadon 
of  foreign  quills  from  Hamburg,  and  other  northern  ports, — which 
measure  has  had  the  lamentable  effect  of  driving  an  immense  quail. 
tity  of  their  tail  feathers  out  of  cultivation ;  and  that  it  1^  only  from 
the  superior  energy  and  Intelligence  that  characterizes  the  British 
goose,  above  all  other  geese,  that  they  have  been  at  all  able  to  retain 
a  footing  in  the  home  market. 

That,  b^  as  was  their  case  before,  from  unequal  competition  with  the 
untaxed  foreigner,  it  has  been  rendered  incomparably '  worse  by  the 
recent  introduction  of  metallic  pens,  which  are  manufactured  and  sold 
at  a  price  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  your  petitioners. 
That  youA  petitioners  have  for  centuries  laid  eggs,  hatched,  and  cackled, 
in  the  full  confidence  that  their  vested  rights  would  be  held  sacred ; 
and  that,  consequently,  they  have  an  undoubted  claim  to  compensation 
for  any  injuries  they  have,  or  may  sustain  by  their  infringement. 
That  your  petitioners,  in  common  with  every  patriotic  and  enlightened 
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*  To  preTent  all  cavil,  we  state  the  case  thus : — The  yictory  of  Creasy  was  unde- 
niably  owing  to  the  superiority  of  the  English  archers.  '  The  archer  could  have  done 
nothing  without  his  how.  His  how  would  have  been  useless  without  the  arrow.  The 
snow  would  not  have  flown  without  the  ftather...er^o,  without  the  geese  the  battl* 
wouM  not  have  been  gtiined.-^p<^  the  geese  gained  the  battle.    Q.  E.  D. 
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goQte^  viewed  with  satisfaction  the  application  of  iron  to  all  such  legi- 
timate  objects  as  cables,  columns,  cart-wheels,  canaUboats,  &c.  &c. ; 
but  they  hope  that  your  Honourable  House  will  see  that,  in  entering  into 
Qompetition  with  them,  they  are  placed  at  a  most  unfair  disadvantage : 
from  which  they  beg  leave,  humbly  to  urge  the  following  reasons, 
why  protection  should  be  afforded  them. 

I.  "  That  from  the  extreme  cheapness  and  durability  of  the  metallic 
pens,  they  find  it  quite  impossible  to  compete  with  them. 

II.  *'  That  your  petitioners,  from  the  quantity  of  grain  they  consume, 
are  great  benefactors  to  the  landed  interest. 

IIJ.  '*  That  the  manufacturing  interest  is  equally  indebted  to  them  for 
>  |he  lucrative  trade  which  is  carried  on  at  Sheffield  and  elsewhere,  in 
the  making  of  penknives. 

IV.  "  That  even  your  petitioners'  refuse  feathers  are  of  great  use  in 
stuffing  beds,  cushions,  and  the  like  ;  a  purpose  for  which  the  "  slag" 
or  iron  refuse  would  form  an  indifferent  substitute :  and,  although  it 
is  universally  known  that  the  idea  of  personal  ease  or  advantage 
aever  for  an  instant  weighs  in  the  decision  of  your  Honourable  House, 
or  any  of  its  members,  yet  that  some  consideration  is  due  to  the  com. 
forts  of  your  numerous  constituents. 

V.  "  That  the  interests  of  your  petitioners  having  been  thus  shewn  to 
be  identified  with  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  at  large, 
it  is  obvious  policy  to  advance  them  by  every  legislative  encourage- 
ment. 

VI.  "  That  even  admitting  that  the  community  would  be  benefited  by 
the  new  manufacture,  still,  as  your  petitioners  must  be  fed,  it  is  better 
to  encourage  their  trade,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  support  themselves, 
than  to  keep  them  in  idleness. 

VII.  *'  That  the  introduction  of  these  pens  must  eventually  have  disas- 
trous effects  even  on  the  iron  trade  itself,  since  the  profits  obtained  by 
them  can  never  compensate  for  the  annihilation  of  the  penknife  ma- 
nufacture which  must  ensue,  and  that  the  agriculturists  will  lose,  be- 
sides, the  outlet  for  their  produce  afforded  by  your  petitioners. 

Vril.  "  That  the  Consumer  will,  therefore,  be  the  only  person  benefited: 
whereas,  it  it  the  fundamental  principle  of  all  90und  leyislation  that  the 
Producer  e  interests  shall  alone  be  recognised, 

IX.  *'  That  your  petitioners  are  always  at  hand,  and  their  produce  made 
ready  with  very  slight  preparation ;  whereas  the  metallic  pens  cannot 
be  produced  without  much  time  and  labour,  and  are,  therefore,  not 
available  on  any  sudden  emergency. 

X.  "  That  your  petitioners'  powers  of  breeding  may  be  fully  depended 
upon  ;  which  cannot  be  said  of  the  supply  of  an  article  dug  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  ;  and,  consequently,  that  should  their  race  become 
extinct  from  the  want  of  due  encouragement,  the  first  scarcity  of  iron 
would  cause  a  total  extinction  of  literature. 

XI.  "  That  your  petitioners  have  been  the  greatest  and  most  constant 
friends  to  literature  in  all  ages ;  and  that  it  is  only  through  their  means 
that  the  works  of  Bacon,  Shakspeare,  Milton  and  other  eminent  writers, 
were  ever  produced  ;  and  that  they  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  community  for  the  large  share  they  have  had  in  the  merit 
of  those  works. 

XII  ^'  That  your  petitioners  have  ever  been  loyal  and  orthodox  as  a  class 
and  have  uniformly  supported  the  established  order  of  things,  under 
all  circumstances,  and  in  spite  of  all  arguments  ;  and  that  they  have 
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besides  the  additional  claim  to  protection  which  the  dependents  on 
the  soil  must  be  allowed  to  possess  over  the  exercisers  of  a  manufac- 
tere  which  may  at  any  moment  be  transplanted  from  this  to  a  rival 
coudtry. 

**  That  your  petitioners  are  aware  that  much  more  might  be  said  in 
their  favour ;  but,  being  satisfied  that  they  have  already  placed  their 
case  in  its  true  light,  thiSy-  are  willing  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  your 
Honourable  House,  in  the  Confident  hope  that  it  will  be  taken  into 
favourable  consideration,  ahd  that  an  act  will  be  forthwith  passed  to 
restrain  the  manufacture  of  pens  from  any  kind  of  metal  for  the 
future. 

''  That^  as  regards  the  admission  of  foreign  quills,  ytHir  petitioners  bein 
friendly  to  the  principles  of  free  trade  in  the  abstraety  by  no  means 
wish  for  a  prohibition,  but  merely  for  a  protecting  duty  ki  favour 
of  the  home  grower  of  five  or  six  hundred  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

"  That,  to  remove  all  doubt  that  might  exist  as  to  their  capability  of 
adequately  supplying  the  demand  independently  of  extraneous  sources, 
your  petitioners  are  willing  to  guarantee  the  production  of  three 
times  the  present  supply,  provided  only  that  remunerating  prices  be 
afforded  them,  by  cultivating  their  back  and  breast  feathers  to  the  size 
requisite  for  the  pen  manufacture. 

"  That  by  such  protecting  measures  your  Honourable  House  will  give 
the  necessary  stability  to  the  ancient  system  of  pens,  under  which  the 
country  has  advanced  to  its  present  unrivalled  station  in  arms,  arts, 
and  agriculture ;  and  that  the  utmost  satisfaction  will  be  afforded 
thereby,  as  well  to  your  petitioners,  as  to  their  numerous  and  respect- 
able connexions  in  all  classes  of  the  community. 

"  And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray." 

This,  then,  is  another  blessed  fruit  of  the  new-fangled  doctrines  of  the 
present  day !  Another  great  branch  of  our  national  industry  is  sacri- 
ficed without  mercy  at  the  accursed  shrine  of  innovation  !  The  Moloch 
of  Free  Trade  demands  fresh  victims ;  and  the  Geese  of  Great  Britain,  the 
most  influential,  perhaps,  as  they  certainly  are  the  most  ancient  and 
numerous  class  in  the  community,  are  abandoned  without  mercy  to  the 
fate  of  the  Farmer  and  Shipowner !  Thus  is  the  life-blood  of  the  country 
drained ;  and  for  what }  That  the  consumer,  truly,  may  obtain  what  he 
may  be  pleased  to  consider  a  better  article  at  a  cheaper  rate  !  The  con- 
sumer, forsooth  !  ! !  the  very  man  who,  as  being  directly  interested,  is 
least  capable  of  forming  an  unbiassed  judgment.  Yet  this  is  the  vile 
sophistry  which  supersedes  the  venerable  experience  of  accumulated 
ages !  these  are  the  arguments  employed  by  the  advocates  of  a  system 
which  is  fast  plunging  the  country  into  beggary  and  ruin  ! 

Little  need  our  petitioners  expect  from  a  Legislature  where  such 
language  is  held !  Vain  will  be  their  hopes !  Unheeded  by  a  House 
occupied  with  freaks  of  transatlantic  benevolence,  will  be  the  petition  of 
millions  of  their  fellow-countrygeese — or  if  heeded,  it  will  be  but  to  be 
dissected  by  the  sophistical  scalpel  of  some  pseudo  patriot,  who  will  prove, 
amid  the  cheers  of  a  callous  audience^  ''  that,  inasmuch  as  the  whole 
quantity  of  writing  done  is  better  and  more  cheaply  performed  by  the 
new  than  the  old  system,  the  community  is  proportionately  benefited ; 
and  the  geese,  as  a  component  part  thereof,  must  receive  their  due  share 
ef  advantage  ;  and  that,  as  to  their  surplus  population,  it  will  readily 
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find  employment  in  other  branches  of  industry^  m  Singing.birds^  or  in 
the  monufactare  of  straA'iwdowD." 

Let  us  dwell  for  a  moment  on  the  case  of  any  one  of  the  many  thou, 
sand  families  thus  doomed  to  starvation.  Let  us  picture  to  ourselres 
the  father^  a  venerable  gander^  plucked  to  the  last  stump  for  his  coun- 
try's  good^  his  meek  eye  resting  sorrowfully  on  his  offspring,  while  not 
»  murmur  escapes  the  beak  from  which  the  cup  of  contentment  is  thus 
suddenly  dadied;  the  aged  mother  endeavouring^  in  vain  to  coneeal 
under  her  wing  an  agony  too  plainly  visible  in  the  convulsive  throbbing 
of  her  crop :  the  son,  a  hopeful  gosling,  the  down  still  on  his  cheek, 
^rivin  by  desperation  to  seek  a  precarious  subbistence  on  the  highways  ; 
the  daughter,  just  budding  into  goosehood,  dragging  out  a  poUvted 
existence  #  •  *  •  3^^  faugh !  we  sicken 

at  the  picture — ^now  turn  we  to  its  authors. 

Who^  it  will  be  asked,  are  the  wretches  that  have  wrought  this  soul, 
harrowing  distress  ?  what  are  they  who  are  thus  gambling  with  the  dee- 
perate  fortimee  of  a  once  happy  and  prosperous  country  ? 

We  answer  unhesitatingly 

Those  whelps  of  famine  and  spoliation — who  smilingly  argue  that  the 
starvation  of  a  few  millions  is  of  no  consequence,  provided  the  total 
quantity  of  food  is  increased ;  and  who  wiH  doubtless  be  at  hand  when 
thb  petition  is  presented,  to  assert  wth  brazen  front  that  NO  distress 
exists ;  and  to  demonstrate,  from  huge  piles  of  figures,  that  more  frogs 
and  tadpoles  having  been  consumed  in  this  than  any  former  year,  the 
cackling  community  has  been  indisputably  better  fed,  overlooking ;  or, 
with  the  known  candour  of  the  sect,  concealing  the  fact,  that  nothing 
but  the  extremity  of  distress  would  induce  a  Goose  of  right  feelings  to 
touch  either  frog  or  tadpole. 

These  are  the  men  who  are  striving  to  quench  the  fast-declining  rays 
of  Britain's  sun. 

**  Oh,  their  offence  is  rank,  and  smells  to  heaven  !** 
But  let  them  not  imagine  that  the  smooth  stream  of  political  profligacy, 
down  which  they  are  recklessly  gliding,  will  remain  for  ever  unruflled. 
No ;  the  hour  of  retribution  is  at  hand ;  the  British  Goose,  like  his  pro* 
totype  of  Rome,  has  sounded  a  tocsin  which  will  rally  every  true  Briton 
to  the  defence  of  the  capitol. 

Deep  and  protracted  were  the  sufferings  which  they  have  borne  in 
silence;  but  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  endurance  goeth  not— - 
"  the  iron  entered  into  their  soul,"  and  the  calm  has  given  place  to  the 
whirlwind.  The  fens  of  Lincolnshire  have  sent  forth  a  voice  which  it 
echoed  by  the  marshes  of  Essex  ;  a  voice  which  we  pray  heaven  may  be 
listened  to  ere  it  be  too  late;  ere  the  cackle  of  discontent  shall  be 
changed  for  the  deep  hiss  of  determination  ;  ere  an  hundred  thousand 
heads  shall  be  lowered,  but  not  in  submission  ;  and  the  Geese  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  Sol  way  to  the  Severn,  from  the  Tweed  to  the  Thames, 
shall  find  out  the  secret  of  their  numerical  strength  ;  and  despairing  of 
redress  from  a  Government  ever  too  ready  to  sacrifice  the  standard  in- 
terests of  the  country,  shall  rise  as  one  Goose,  and  snatch  from  their 
oppressors  the  rights  they  have  been  unjustly  deprived  of. 


285 


TH^  LEGEND  OF  ST.  HUBERT. 

Dark  was  that  troublous  season^  when  the  sway 
Of  heathenhood  was  mighty  in  the  land. 

And  did  to  Thor  idolatrously  pray ; 

While^  of  the  pious  few  who  raised  the  hand 

To  Jesu,  some  were  cast  to  beasts  of  prey 
Some  fell  by  arrow.flight^  and  some  by  brand. 

And  others^  in  the  purifying  flame. 

Expired,  appealing  loud  unto  His  name. 

In  Arden  forest  then  a  chieftain  dwelled, 
^Vliose  sires  from  eldest  time  had  heathen  been. 

Rich  was  his  broad  domain  in  tower  and  field. 
River  and  pasturage,  and  thicket  green ; 

And  much  in  knightly  bearing  he  excelled. 
In  valorous  courtesy  and  noble  mien  ; 

Marvel  it  was,  and  pity  much,  to  see 

Such  noble  knight  enthralled  in  paynimry. 

This  chieftain  was  a  hunter  keen  and  bold. 
And  then  the  hunter's  was  a  gallant  toil ; 

For  through  the  thicket  deep  and  open  wold 

The  wild-buU  strode, — a  fierce  and  perilous  spoil ! 

Then  did  the  bear  assail  the  midnight  fold. 

And  with  the  moon  uprose  the  wolf's  harsh  coil ; 

And  many  a  monstrous  brute,  forgotten  long. 

Then  dwelled  the  forest  fastnesses  among. 

One  Autumn  mom  this  Baron  took  his  spear. 
And  sallied  forth. — Right  pleasant  to  the  view 

Are  these  autumnal  woods ;  not  coldly  sear. 

But,  jewelled  'neath  the  momiiig'^B  plenteoua  dew. 

The  mellow  leaf  doth  royal  livery  wear ; — 
Bright  amber,  crimaon  rich,  and  orient  bloe. 

Make  of  its  falling  time  a  time  of  pride. 

The  hunter  looked,  and  loved  his  prospect  wide. 

Two  stalwart  hounds  before  him  questing  bayed. 
Till  all  the  welkin  echoed  to  their  tongue. 

O !  never  was  a  blither  music  made 

To  hunter's  ear  than  this  deep-throated  song  ! 

A  nimble-footed  hind,  now  sore  dismayed. 
With  slow  and  sure  pursuit  they  tracked  along ; 

Near  to  the  ground  their  nostrils  broad  they  bead. 

And  nearer  still  their  flapping  ears  descend. 

Now  toiling  to  the  hill-top's  ragged  brow 
The  hunter  cheers  their  constant  spirit  on ; 

Now  downward  to  the  deep  ravine  below. 
They  leap  o'er  stunted  bash,  and  shivered  stone  : ' 

A  rapid  stream  across  the  crail  doth  flow — 

They  plunge— *and  now  the  opposing  bank  is  won. 

Nor  long  at  fault  by  thwarting  stream  are  they. 

But  find,  and  track  again  their  dappled  prey. 
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A  pathless  heath  extends  before  their  s^ed. 

And  the  hind  makes  across  it : — ^painAiUy 
And  mournfully  she  goes ;  upon  her  titad 

Kearer  and  nearer  comes  the  crowding  cry. 
And  now  the  hunter^  rising  on  his  steed^ 

Observes  her  failing  step  and  straining  eye :-— ^ 
Now  baying  loud  and  deep>  the  foremost  hound 

Is  at  her  haunches  with  a  single  bound. 

For  refuge  toward  the  woody  fringe  she  hies^ 

Whose  distant  border  rounds  this  circling  heath ; 

The  tear  fast  trickling  froiii  her  piteous  eyes^ 
Drooping  her  pace  Kud  faltering  her  breath  j 

While  o'er  the  lessening  g^und  her  enemies^ 
Close  gathering,  thunder  on  with  voice  of  death. 

For  the  last  plunge  each  desperate  nerve  she  itrains. 

And,  yet  unharmed,  the  sheltering  thicket  gains. 

With  slacker  foot,  along  ita  tangled  way. 

The  hounds  pursue,  and  much  in  her  distress 

Availeth  her  the  briars'  short  delay  ; 
For  now,  arousing  from  her  weariness. 

She  heads  them  on  to  where  a  sudden  bay 
Of  open  greensward  spreads  its  fair  recess  ; 

And  lo  1  from  tooth  of  hound  and  hunter's  spear 

She  finds  a  marvellous  protector  there. 

A  stag  of  peerless  form  and  noble  height. 
Calmly  majestic,  meets  their  onward  path. 

The  hounds  submissly  crouch  before  that  sight. 
Changing  to  sudden  awe  their  natural  wrath  ; 

They  shrink  not  from  his  antlers'  spreading  might  :- 
Their  forest  breed  had  little  feared  the  scathe. 

For  used  were  they  to  grapple  with  the  boar. 

The  stubborn  wolf,  and  many  a  savage  more. 

But,  on  the  centre  of  his  branched  brow 

The  sacred  symbol  of  A  Cross  he  wears — 
Golden  it  is  not — gold  ne'er  glittered  so — 

Liker  the  sun's  meridian  glance  appears 
The  radiance  of  that  bright  miraculous  glow. 

Mocking  all  earthly  splendour.     Proudly  rears 
The  stag  his  stately  brow,  while  his  dark  eye 
Upon  the  hunter  gases  placidly. 
Then  he  from  his  astonished  courser  kneels. 

Bending  his  brow  in  awful  reverence 
Before  that  symbol ;  and  forthwith  he  feels 

His  heart  awaked  from  its  long  paynim  trance  ; 
Nor  rises  he  'till  gracious  Heaven  reveals 

The  faith  to  his  benighted  ignorance ; 
And,  ere  his  wondrous  visitant  hath  gone. 
An  erring  soul  from  death  to  life  is  won. 
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And  left  he  from  that  blessed  time  for  ever. 
The  steed,  the  bower,  the  revel,  and  the  fight  ; 

His  castle  walls  again  received  him  never. 
For  he  became  a  Christian  Anchorite  : — 

Passion  and  thought  from  earth  did  he  dissever  ; 
And  monkish  cowl  enwrapt  the  martial  knight. 

So  may  each  hunter  leave  the  cruel  chase. 

And,  like  St.  Hubert,  win  eternal  grace  ! 


TRAVELS  IN  THE  TYROL. 


BY  HENRT  D.  IN6LI8. 


There  is  one  leading  object  for  which  we  open  books  of  travels.  It  is 
to  learn  something  of  the  labouring  classes ;  those  who  form  the  aggregate 
and  groundwork  of  society  in  the  different  European  and  Transatlantic 
communities,  and  who  are  presumed  to  be  less  favourably  situated  than 
the  British  people,  in  laws,  civil  and  religious  institutions,  and  commer- 
cial advantages.  It  was  for  this  object  we  lately  followed  Mr.  Stuart 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  for  this  we  have  now  been  led  by  Mr.  Inglis 
into  the  valleys  of  the  Tyrol.  An  intelligent  guide,  and  thoroughly  good- 
humoured,  lively  companion  we  have  once  more  found  him.  Of  all  mo- 
dem travellers,  he  is  the  one  we  are  the  most  disposed  to  envy.  His  pe- 
regrinations are  full  of  the  best  relishes  of  life.  They  are  joyous  esccL^ 
pades  from  its  toils  and  cares  ;  hilarious  school -boy  holidays,  each  a  month 
long,  and  from  morn  to  even  sunshine.  Even  his  favourite  mode  of  pro- 
gression is  delightful,  faring  forth  in  the  free  and  hardy  spirit  of  pe- 
destrianism,  and  throwing  the  reins  to  an  imagination  which  naturally 
inclines  to  the  more  romantic  tracks ;  to  breasting  the  hill,  or  plunging 
into  the  valley,  following  the  by-ways  of  adventure,  into  scenes  which 
have  rarely  been  visited  by  the  ordinary  tourist,  and  among  people  still 
wearing  the  fresh  impress  of  primitive  society.  What  a  treasure  of  de- 
lightful recollections  might  not  one  lay  up  in  a  series  of  such  rambles ! 
It  is  but  a  small  portion  of  his  good  things  that  the  pedestrian  traveller, 
limited  to  chapters  and  pages,  is  able  to  impart  to  his  readers,  how  ge- 
nerous so  ever  he  may  be,  when  every  league  is  marked  by  some  charm, 
ing  though  incommunicable  adventure,  and  every  sunrise  and  sunset, 
upon  a  new  scene,  contributes  a  fresh  picture  to  the  rich  gallery  of  me- 
mory. We  must,  however,  be  grateful  for  such  glimpses  as  we  can  ob- 
tain at  second-hand,  without  personal  inconvenience,  and  thankfully  ac- 
knowledge that  there  is  a  prodigious  difference  between  exploring  the  val. 
leys  of  the  Tyrol,  through  the  agreeable  medium  of  Mr.  Inglis's  attractive 
pages,  and  knowing  nothing  whatever  of  that  fine  region,  and  of  the  noble 
and  free-hearted  people  of  which  it  is  the  home.  To  return  to  our  more 
immediate  purpose,  we  find  Mr.  Inglis  drawing  his  first  direct  comparison 
between  the  peasantry  of  England  and  those  of  the  Continent,  in  travel, 
ling  through  Champagne.  It  is  in  most  respects  to  the  advantage  of 
England.  The  countrywomen  are  handsomer  in  England,  and  bear  fewer 
traces  of  field-labour.  There  is  less  furniture  in  the  French  than  the 
English  cottages,  and  the  villages  have  a  less  cheerful  air,  the  doors  being 
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ahut  and  the  women  and  children  at  work  in  the  fields.  Of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  agriculturists  of  Alsasce  and  Lorrain  we  have  this  ac- 
count :^ 

«  The  fitrmen  an  all  proprietort, — and  all  the  propriaton  fturman.  Such  prqper- 
ties  ran  from  four  acnt  up  to  200 1  whan  thay  exoeed  thia  quantity,  the  proprietor 
then  usually  fiinns  out  a  part  of  his  land:  about  one-fifth  part  of  the  produce  goes  to 
Goremment  In  the  shape  of  taxe^.  The  best  land  will  return  fire  per  cent  when  let, 
and  the  rent  is  paid  in  produce,— a  half  or  two-thirds,  or  one-third,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  soiL  Horses  fit  for  farm  serrioe,  ooat  from  £8  to  £10.  A  farm  scr- 
Tant  receives  £10,  or  £12  a-year ;  a  day  labourer  is  paid  Is.  3d.  per  day,  excepting 
in  the  time  of  hay,  or  yintage,  when  he  receiyes  Is.  6d.  and  as  much  wine  as  he  chooses 
to  drink ;  female  seryants  including  cooks,  receive  from  £4  to  £6 ;  the  keep  of  a 
horse  coats  about  £12  per  annum,  and  there  is  no  tax  of  any  kind,  either  upon  hoiaei 
or  eeiranta. 

*^  Upon  inquiring  how  much  land  might  suffice  for  the  support  of  a  man  and  his 
iamily,  I  found  that,  upon  six  acres,  a  man  might  liye  comfortably,  eating  fresh  meat 
twice  a-week.     No  proprietor  haying  less  than  150  acres,  eyer  lets  it  out  of  his  own 

hand, ^nor,  with  property  to  this  extent,  does  he  consider  himself  above  holding  the 

plough, — ^which  is  invariably  a  wheel  plough,  drawn  by  two  horses. 

<<  Besides  grain,  there  are  two  important  articles  of  produce  in  Alsasce  and  Lor- 
rain,— tobacco  and  madder  ;  these  are  both  extremely  profitable- to  the -cnltivater ; 
tlw  former  pays  to  Government  £4  upon  every  cwt'* 

What  follows  gives  a  less  favourable  idea  of  the  agriculture  of  Alsasce ; 

and  it  will,  we  believe,  be  found  to  hold  universally,  that  where  the  do. 

mestic  animals  are  in  very  bad  condition,  the  comforts  of  their  owners 

are  low  in  the  social  scale. 

*'  The  cattle  are  of  the  most  miserable  description ;  there  is  no  paature  land  ;  and  the. 
cows  receive  a  scanty  and  unwholesome  nourishment,  from  the  rank  grass  and  weeda 
that  grow  in  the  ditches  by  [the  way-aide ;  every  few  hundred  yards  along  the  road, 
women  may  be  seen  employed  in  cutting,  and  carrying  away  this  coarse  herbage.  Nor 
are  the  horses  throughout  this  part  of  France  better  proyided  fory— they  are  gvnerally 
very  wretched  creatures,-.«mall,  lank,  and  ill-fed.** 

From  Strasburg,  Mr.  Inglis  made  an  excursion  into  the  Voeges 
Klountains,  which  we  agree  with  him  in  thinking  the  most  interesting  re. 
gion  of  France  ;  if  beauty  of  scenery  and  the  charm  of  simple  and  pri- 
meval manners  are  valued.  '^  It  was,"  he  says,  "  on  the  second  day  after 
leaving  Strasburg, 

**  And  when  I  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  mountains,  that  on  a  delicioos 
evening,  I  looked  down  upon  a  village  called,  I  think  Rannes,  one  straggling  sti'eet, 
suspended  over  the  biawling  sti'eam  that  watered  the  little  valley,  and  overtopped  by 
the  ruins  of  two,  no  doubt,  rival  castles.  I  inquired  for  an  Auberge :  but  there  are 
no  inns  in  the  Vosgee,  for  there  are  no  travellers ;  and  uncertain  how  the  night  waa 
to  be  spent,  my  pace  had  gradually  waxed  slower,  till  it  came  to  a  dead  halt, — when 
an  old,  respectable^ookiog  man,  coming  from  the  vine-covered  porch  of  a  house  op- 
posite, aaked  me  if  I  was  a  stranger ; — and  Learning  my  difficulty,  he  offered  ma  the 
hospitalities  of  his  house. 

^  It  waa  a  patriarchal  establishment ;  and  there  might  be  seen  aU  the  domestic 
virtues,— reverence  for  age, — indulgence  for  youth, — moiherly  love,-^i8teriy  and 
brotherly  affection.  I  was  receiyed,  as  strangers  were  received  of  old,  before  the  in* 
habitants  of  cities  had  carried  their  refinements, — ^perhaps  their  corruptions,  into  the 
lands  of  simplicity  and  hospitality.  How  equally  flowed  the  stream  of  life,  in  this 
aeehision  I  what  a  picture  of  peace  and  serenity ! — And  yet,  to  one  whose  scenes  of^life 
ars  shifted  every  dsy,  and  who  is  accustomed  to  men  and  cities,  it  is  rather  a  painful, 
at  all  events,  a  regretful  sensation  that  is  awakened  by  the  contemplation  of  life 
without  variety, — and,  as  it  would  seem,  almost  without  enjoyment 

**  The  old  man,  whose  head  was  frosted  over  with  eighty  winters,  and  his  apoosi^ 
seemingly  as  aged,  sat  during  the  evening  at  the  door,  upon  two  seats  formed  of  plait- 
ed vine  twigs,  watching  silently  the  labour  of  their  progeny.  Their  son,  a  healthy 
man,  of  perhaps  forty  years,  was  digging  little  troughs  at  the  roots  of  his  vines ;  while 
two  boys,  of  about  ten  and  twelve  yeai-s  old,  carried  pitchers  of  water  from  a  neigh- 
bouring spring.  The  old  man^s  daughter-in4aw  was  within  the  houae,  preparing' 
supper,  and  pleasing  as  she  best  could,  a  little  pet  of  three  or  four  years  ol4^  that  sat 
upon  a  stool,  eating  cherries.      But  the  gem,  the  chief  figure  in  the  group,  was  the 
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fittad-dauffliter,  who  iCood  upon  the  thrrahold  with  her  arms  croBsed,  haritig  ju»t 
rfilomcd  from  a  yisit  to  the  neighbouring  cottage  of  a  married  sister. 

In  skirting  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Wurtemberg^  on  his  route  to 
Bavaria^  Mr.  Ingiis  thus  notices  the  appearance  of  the  people : — 

«  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  apparently  comfoitable  condition  of  the  Wurtem- 
Vurgers;  the  market  and  country  people  were  well  dressed,  and  to  all  appearance, 
well  ied ;  and  thert  was  an  air  of  contentment  and  good  humour  in  almost  eyerj 
countenance^  thaii  was  strongly  contrasted  in  my  memory,  with  the  haggard  and  think- 
iag  countenances  of  the  manufacturing  population  of  both  France  and  England. 

^  The  cottages  by  the  way-side  were  very  ni^merous, — and  in  their  materials  and 
«6natmctlon,  were  all  respectable :  I  noticed  that  all  the  houses,  small  ani  great, 
trere  tiledr--and  numerous  red-tiled  cottages  certainly  produce  an  agreeable  and 
trarm  eftect  when  thickly  scattered  over  a  country, — and  are  connected  in  our  minds 
wa£h  comfort  and  respectability. 

This,  if  we  remember  aright,  was  also  the  opinion  of  Rousseau  ;  who 
denounces  the  cold  gloomy  slate  ;  but  the  fact  in  this  country  is,  we  sus- 
pect, just  tbe  reverse — with  the  dark  material,  we  associate  ideas  of 
warmth,  wealth  and  endurance.  Mr.  Inglis  was  delighted  with  the  roads 
in  Bavaria ;  and  rather  unceremoniously  pulls  out  one  of  the  proudest 
plumes  of  tbe  British  wing/  "  It  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  good 
soads  are  to  be  found  only  in  England ;"  and  he  boasts  of  the  roads  of 
fiavaria,  Switzerland,  the  Tyrol,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  and  even 
Spain.  He  must  at  least  give  us  up  the  best  paid  Surveyors-G«neraL 
We  pass  Mr.  Inglis's  profound  disquisition  on  "  the  matrimonial  cham- 
ber^" as  a  standard  of  the  morals  of  countries,  and  demur  to  his  un- 
favourable suspicionfi  of  the  Swiss.  He  is  agreeably  surprised  with 
Augsburg,  and  charmed  with  Munich,  and  the  holiday  dresses  of  the  wo- 
men, who  sparkle  in  brocaded  satin  and  silver,  and  gilt-waisted  gowns. 
There  is  one  capital,  thou^  homely  objection  to  this  picturesque  finery 
which  appears  to  have  escaped  the  traveller.  It  is  too  expensive  to  be 
renewed ;  and  worse  still,  it  won't  wash.  Of  the  prison  discipline  of" 
Munich,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said,  we  have  some  interesting,  and 
really  important  details  ;  which,  were  we  a  people  less-  wise  in  our  own 
conceit,  might  afford  lis  a  lesson  where  one  is  much  wanted. 

'^  I  was  greatly  pleased  by  a  yisit  to  the  prison  of  Munich.  The  principle  of  this 
excellently  r^ulated  establishment  is,  that  every  one  in  it  gains  his  own  bread. 
Every  prisoner  is  obliged  to  work  at  his  own  trade,  so  that  there  is  no  kind  of  hand!- 
era  A  that  is  not  going  on  within  the  prison  walls.  It  is  like  a  general  manufiictory 
A-^earpenters,  blacksmiths,  saddlers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  dyers,^--all  are  seen  plying 
their  trades :  but  no  one  is  forced  to  work  beyond  what  is  necessary  for  his  suste^ 
nance ;  whatever  he  gains  by  his  labour  more  than  suffices  to  maintain  him,  is  kept 
until  the  term  of  his  imprisonment  expires  ;'  and  is  then  given  to  him,  deducting  a 
^ota  for  the  expenses  of  the  establishment.  There  is  a  separate  workshop,  allotted 
to  each  trade ;  the  prisoners  work  in  company,  and  hvt  permitted  to  converse  upon 
allowed  topics— overseers  being  of  course  present.  Shortly  before  I  visited  the  prison, 
a  man  whose  term  of  punishment  had  expired,  received  no  Ipss  than  800  florins 
(about  £83  Sterling)  upon  leaving  the  prison.  Criminals  who  are  admitted  at  so 
early  an  age  as  not  to  have  yet  learned  a  trade,  are  permitted  to  make  choice  of  one^ 
whJrh  is  taught  Uv  them.  Women  (who  are  rigorously  separated  from  the  male  pri- 
soners) follow  their  trades  also ;  we  see  embroidery,  stocking-weaving,  straw-hat 
making  and  plaiting,  and  all  the  other  kinds  of  labour  in  which  women  are  engaged ; 
WMMn  who  have  been  servants  before,  are  servants  still,-..cooks  are  oooks^— house- 
inakts  hgnswnaids.  In  fact,  the  interior  service  of  the  prison  is  performed  by  the 
criminals,,  and  all  their  wants  are  supplied  by  themselves,  or  their  neighboars.  I 
tsilsd  the  soup  and  meat  in  the  kitohen,  and  the  bread  in  the  bakehouse^  and  found 
both  exeellenc 

^  The  pfoeeeds  of  the  sale  of  articles  made  in  the  prison,  (j.  e,  the  surplus  remain- 
)m§  mtier  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  have  been  paid,  and  tbe  prisoners  main- 
tMsd,)  to  be  kept  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoner*  themselves,  generally  amounts  to 
mutj  50^000  fiorins)— Jupwards  of  L.6,000  per  annum^— a  sum  whicl^  properly  ap* 
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plied,  as  it  doubtleu  ii)  cannot  fail  to  produce  most  important  retttUs  upon  the  fnture 
Utw  of  the  priaoners  ibr  whose  benefit  it  \m  intended. 

^  I MW  iome  prisoners  confined  for  life,  for  crimes  which,  in  England,  would  hare 
■tut  them  to  the  gallows :  these  are  tasked  to  a  certain  quantity  of  work  ;  and  main- 
tain themselves,  and  benefit  the  state  at  the  same  time.  No  one  has  been  executed  at 
Munich  since  the  year  1821.  By  a  singularly  humane  enactment,  prisoners  for  life 
are  allowed  some  indulgences  that  are  denied  to  those  whose  punishment  is  for  a  limit- 
ad  term.  It  is  thought,  for  example,  a  fair  and  proper  aggravation  of  punishment^ 
that  the  use  of  tobacco  should  be  prohibited  to  those  who  may  hope,  by  good  conduct 
and  industry,  to  be  restored  after  a  time,  to  the  world,  with  the  means  of  subsistenoey 
and  even  of  rational  enjoyment ;  but  this  is  considered  an  unnecessary  cruelty  towards 
a  man  whose  punishment  terminates  only  with  his  life. 

**  The  utmost  cleanliness  and  simplicity  pervades  every  department  of  this  excel- 
lent establishment ;  a  proper  discipline,  and  just  restraint,  are  united  to  those  ar> 
rangements  that  ensure  the  health  and  improvement  of  the  prisoners ;  and  the  build- 
ing itself,  is  one  of  the  most  complete  that  I  have  ever  seen  set  apart  for  the  correc- 
ti<m  of  criminals.  There  is  one  singular  part  of  the  establishment — a  phalanx  of 
very  large  and  fierce  dogs,  which,  during  the  night,  are  turned  loose  intp  the  open 
space  that  surrounds  the  prison,  and  are  a  sufficient  security  against  escape.  When 
I  visited  the  prison,  there  ^ere  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  persons  confine^  one  hun- 
dred  and  forty  of  whom  were-  women. 

On  the  Bavarian  system  of  secondary  punishments,  Mr.  Inglis  makes 
those  judicious  remarks  which  will  naturally  occur  to  every  thinking 
man  not  in  bondage  to  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  things  as  they 
are.  There  is  another  institution  in  Munich  worthy  of  notice,  and  not 
less  important  to  the  state ;  one  which  may  he  said  to  diminish,  before- 
hand, the  numbers  of  the  denizens  of  the  prison.  It  is  a  kind  of  house  of 
refuge  for  the  infirm  poor,  and  for  persons  who  cannot  obtain  employment, 
though  able  to  work. 

**  The  first  class  are  received,  without  any  other  recommendation  than  helplessness 
and  indigence,  and  are  clothed,  lodged,  and  fed.  The  second  claas  are  fiiraidied 
with  employment  suitable  to  their  capacity.  There,  as  in  the  prison,  every  trade  is 
carried  on;  and  in  consideration  of  their  labour,  the  poor  are  provided  for,  so  long  as 
they  choose  to  remain  upon  the  establishment  The  number  belonging  to  the  second 
class  while  I  was  in  Munich,  amounted  to  1 ,487*  The  Institution  is  supported,  partly 
by  royal  donation,  and  partly  by  private  benevolence. 

<'  There  is,  besides  these^  a  general  hospital,  which  is  capable  of  containing  between 
700  and  800  patients,  though  the  population  of  Munich  is  only  50,000.  Fi*om  this 
institution  useful  hints  might  be  obtained.  The  patients  are  divided  into  three 
dasses ;  those  who  are  received  gratuitously, — which  of  course  includes  by  fiir  the 
greater  number ;  those  who  pay  an  annual  subscription  of  four  florins  (nearly  10s.) 
for  the  privilege  of  the  hospital  at  all  times  when  required, — and  those  strangers,  or 
persons  in  a  superior  rank  of  life,  who  wish  to  be  no  inconvenience  or  burden  to 
ftiends,  and  who,  by  paying  thirty  kreutzer  per  day,  are  received  into  the  common 
wardy-lor,  by  paying  about  Ss.  sterling  per  day,  are  accommodated  with  a  private 
chamber,  and  attendant,  nourishment,  medical  advice  and  remedies,— and  with  all, 
in  short,  that  the  most  skilful  physicians  may  consider  necessary  towards  the  cure  of 
a  disease.  A  noble  garden  is  attached  to  it,  whose  fine  walks,  pleasant  shades, 
flowers,  and  freshness,  are  well  suited  to  assist  in  the  re-establishment  of  health.** 

Among  the  schodls  of  Munich  is  a  Sunday  school,  which  above  sixteen 
hundred  pupils  were  attending. 

^  Attached  to  the  ingtitntion,  there  is  a  useful  library, — a  physical  and  chemical 
apparatus,— onodels  of  machines,  &c  This  school  is  frequented  chiefly  by  the  sons  of 
Artisans,  to  whom  all  the  instructions  are  communicated  gratuitously, — and  it  is 
not  on  Sundays  only,  but  on  fete  days  also.** 

The  condition  of  the  people  appears  to  be  tolerably  easy. 

*<  Generally,  throughout  the  country,  the  people,  though  for  the  most  part  labooren^ 
and  not  proprietors,  do  not  present  an  appearance  of  much  poverty.  TbOiprioe  of  la*, 
hour  is  indeed  low,  seldom  exceeding  half  a  florin  per  day»  Is.  2d. ;  and,  more  frequoit- 
ly,  falling  considerably  below  this  sum ;  but  provisions  are  generally  cheap,  espe* 
daily  country  produce :  and  habits  are  simple.  However  indicative  of  natural  pro- 
sperity, high  wages  may  be,  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders  is  not  greatly  influenceik 
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1^  t^it  m^cperitj,.^for  a  high  pric(x  of  iabour  to  but  the  conaequonce  of  a  high  seal* 
ojfpricefl  in  other,  things,  aod  of  excesaiye  taxation.  If  meat  were  but  2d.  ox  2^A, 
per  Ib^  bread  Id.  per  lb.  and  other  articles  in  proportion,  an  English  labourer  would 
not  find  himself  impoverished  by  a  Bararian  rate  of  wages.  I  know,  that  such  a 
state  •tthtaf^  .ooBld  not  exiat  in  a  great  commercial  conntry  ;  but  in  travelUng  among 
tht  ooptsnental  nations,  one  is.  ofiten  (breed  to  admit  tha  truth,  that  the  comfort  of 
the  lowipr  orders  and  national  greatness  are  aot.synonf  mous.** 

.  s  In  taking  a  farewell  gaze,  in  a  clear  day,  from  the  tower  of  Notre 
Dame,  ui. Munich,  over  the  wide  plain  of  Bavaria,  Mr.  Inglis  discerns 
the  Bavarian  Alps^  and  accidentally  learns  that  the  Tyrol  lies  beyond 
them.  This,  fortunately  for  his  readers,  is  enough  to  direct'  the  ram. 
bling  impulse  to  a  quite  new  quarter ;  and  our  traveller  is  off  for  the 
Tyrol. 
In  a  deli^l;itful.  morning,  walking  among  the  Bavarian  Alps, 
He  **  passed  several  cottages  and  hamlets, — some  of  them  the  habitations  of  wood- 
neny— aiid  most  of  them  having  ^a  little  cultivated  ground  cleared  fh>m  the  wood, 
pndjaong  vegetaUc^  flax,  and  oats.  If  I  had,  he  sayi^  passed  such  cottages  in  Swit> 
zsriau^.  half  a  scare  of  children  would  have  rwL  out  to  b^  charity^^r^pud/ieafi 
children,  with  republican  Others  sitting  at  the  door ;  but  here,  in  Itfrntmrakiml  Bava* 
ria,  not  one  of  the  children  who  were  playing  about  the  cottages,  made  any  claiaq." 

This,  we  presume,  may  be  the  reason  that  beggars  are  more  plentiful 

in. Ireland  than  in  any  civilized  country  in  the  world;  while  scarce  one 

i&  ta  be  seen  in  the  United  States  of  America,     Mr.  Inglis's  way  .side 

chat  generally  out-does  his  philosophy.    On  his  first  day's  journey  froin 

,  Munich,  his  fellow-traveller  was  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Custom-^ 

house  at  Mittewald,  who  had  been  at  Munich,  to  see  the  world,  and  add 

to  his  collection  of  pictures.    It  is  in  sketches  of  this  kind  that  Mr. 

Inglis  excels.  -  .  , 

•^  The  employ£*a  house  was  the  best  in  Mittewald :  for  in.  a  frontier  town,  however 
insignificant  the  town,  the  inspector  of  the  customs  is  a  maft  of  consideration ;  and 
life  himself  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  moet  contented  of  men.  His  wifo^ — a  remarka- 
bly agvseable  and  pretty  young  woman — his  children,  blue  eyed  and  rosy — ^his  gu» 
vik  hit  tUhing  lod,  always  at  oommand-^^ind  his  little  gallery  of  pictures,  a  naven 
&iUng  resowoe,  aoiade  a  paradise  for  him,  in.  the  midst  of  the  Alps.  He  told  me  hi* 
salary  was  five  hundred  fiorins^  (something  less  than  £60,)  and  that  perquisites  might 
be  £30  more.  His  expenses  were  extremely  smalt.  His  house  was  his  own ;  game 
and  fish  coat 'him  nothing  but  pqwderand  shot;  his||[arden  produced  sash  vegetables 
as  will  git>w  in  that  elevated  spot ;  he  fed  poultry  of  •  many  kinds  |  his  own  cow  gave 
him nulk  and  butter;  and  therefore  the  greater  pari  of  his  income  waa  saved  x  he 
haddtaly  twenty  ilorina  to  pay,  as  his  proportion  of  the  rent  of  a  pasture  for  his  cow; 
aadhe  had  nothing  to  buy  but  bread,  wine^  and  foreign  oominodities,  which  oon- 
listed  only  of  coffee^  sugar,  tobacco,  and  clothing.  *  I  save  one-half  of  my  income,^ 
said  he,  <  I  go  either  to  Inspnick,  Munich,  or  Salzburg  every  year,  to  buy  a  picture, 
for  which  I  allow  one-half  of  my  savings.  I  have  held  this  office  fourteen  years,  and 
I'  have  now  twenty-six  pictures  in  my  little  gallery.*  Thb  picture  gallery  oocupied- 
eae  ef  the  upper  rooms  in  the  house ;  and  the  owner  had  put  himself  to  the  expense 
of  obtaining  a  light  from  the  ffoo£  *  Pan  and  Mercury,*  the  picture  he  had  just  pur- 
chased at  Municli,  had  already  got  a  place,  and  every  thinr  was  in  excellent  order, 
possibly  the  expectation  of  my  visit  might  have  assisted  in  Sis.** 

r  There  is  not  one  pauper  in  Mittewald,  nor  one  rich  man,  Happy  so- 
ciety !  In  this  mountainous  frontier  town  there  is  a  small  manufactory, 
of  guitars,  which  are  sold  at  Munich.  This  has  given  a  musical  turn  to 
Mittewald,  and  the  traveller  may  hear  the  guitar  tinkling  here  and  there, 
and.  dream  romance. 

Mr.  Inglis  more  than  confirms  every  thing  that  has  been  said  of  the 
impatience  with  which  the  Tyrolese  submit  to  the  yoke  of  Austria,  espe. 
clidly  those  who  inhabit  what  he  names  the  German  Tyrol.    He  enter, 
tains  no  hope  of  any  revolt  being  immediately  successful.    The  country^ 
is  an  extended  garrison.    There  is  a  strict  police ;  the  press  is  jealously 
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watched ;  nod,  to  tay  all  in  one  word,  a  Tyrolean  cannot  now,  for  gold, 
purchase  even  a  copy  of  the  life  of  the  patriot  Hofer^  the  hero  of  Aus- 
tria I  In  a  conversation  with  a  respectahle  old  peasant,  Mr.  Inglis  Tta. 
tured  to  inquire  if  he  had  ever  carried  a  rifle. 

"  We  we're  walking  up  a  Btcep  mountain  path :  he  stopped, — fiioed  nmnd, — kasfd 
upon  his  rod, — and  in  almost  a  whisper  said,  '  Sir,  you  are  an  Englishman  ;  I  say 
to  you  what  I  would  not  say  to  every  one :  I  carried  a  rifle,  and  used  it,  too;  but  in 
a  bad  cause.  Hofer  was  a  hero  ;  Speckbacker,  whom  I  followed  was  a  hero  ;  Haq»- 
inger  was  a  hero ;  but  they  were  all  three  fools.  Our  balls  were  all  spent  in  defence  of 
Austria :  and  let  me  tell  you,  this  arm  can  carry  a  rifle  yet, — but  not  for  Austria.* 

'*  'But,*  said  I,  *  if  not  under  the  government  of  Austria,  under  what  govemnunt 
would  the  Tyrol  place  itself?* 

^  <  Under  the  government  of  Tyroleans,*  said  he ;  <  Switzerland  is  free^— and  re- 
spected ;  and  your  government  has  recognized  its  republic  :  have  we  shown  less  ardour 
in  defence  of  our  privileges  than  the  Swiss  ?  but  no  matter;  our  turn  is  at  hand.' " 

An  anecdote  related  of  the  system  of  espionage  employed  by  Metter- 
nich  in  the  Tyrol,  forms  an  exact  counterpart  to  the  exploits  of  Rich- 
mond the  Spy,  recorded  in  the  last  number  of  this  Magazine.  The  secret 
emissary  of  Austria  came  to  the  small  town  of  Prunecken,  a  fe\r  moBtfas 
before  Mr.  Inglis  visited  it ;  and,  the  better  to  elude  suspicion,  settled  as 
a  merchant.  He  appeared  a  jovial,  good-natured  fellow,  who  gave  easy 
bargains,  and  obtained  many  customers,  of  whom  he  invited  seven  to  a 
feast  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Hofer.  The  dinner  was  good,  the 
wine  capital.  '^  The  memory  of  Hofer"  was  proposed  by  the  patriotic 
host ;  and  his  guests  began  to  speak  their  sentiments  freely.  ''  Inde- 
pendence to  the  Tyror'  was  the  next  toast.  Mr.  Inglis's  informer^  who  * 
had  been  one  of  the  party,  hegan  to  entertain  suspicions  of  Kalb,  the 
Richmond  of  the  Tyrol.  Warned  by  him^  four  of  the  company  refused 
to  pledge  to  the  roar  of  ''  Down  with  the  Austrians,  Independence  to  the 
Tyrol !"  Under  pretence  of  a  journey  to  Trent,  the  Spy  went  off  in 
a  few  days,  and  never  returned ;  and  the  three  unfortunate  men  who  had 
remained  with  him  at  table,  and  who,  on  his  suggestion,  were  willing  to 
unite  in  a  bond  to  deliver  their  country  from  foreign  oppression,  were  ar- 
rested and  sent  to  Inspruck,  and  were  stiU  in  prison,  ''no  douht,  on  the 
testimony  of  Kalb  !'* — "  This,**  continues  our  traveller,  "  is  a  pretty 

"  Illustration  of  Mettemich*s  policy.  The  inn-keeper  told  me^  that  these  men  did 
not  differ  in  sentiments  from  the  rest  of  their  towns-men ;  but  they  were  all  three 
persons  of  some  consideration,  and  with  the  exception  of  himself,  the  wealthiest  in 
the  town.  Ever  since  the  French  Revolution  of  1830^  espionage  has  been  carried  to  a 
dreadftil  extent  in  the  Tyrol,  and  consequences  have  resulted  from  it,  most  flttal  to 
individual  liberty.** 

At  this  time,  the  summer  of  1831,  the  inn. keeper,  one  of  the  most 
respectable  persons  in  this  town,  had  scarcely  heard  of  the  Three  Days  of 
France,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  Belgian  Revolution.  No  Austrian' 
newspapers  were  received  at  the  time  of  this  event ;  but  an  accoupt  of 
the  failure  of  Mina's  gallant  attempt  was  industriously  circulated  On  se- 
parate sheets  of  paper. 

This  parallel  between  the  policy  of  the  Austrian  Government,  and 
that  of  the  Tory  rulers  of  England,  has  too  long  withdrawn  us  from  the 
principal  object  of  this  notice, — ^the  condition  of  the  cultivators  of  the 
soil,  and  of  the  agricultural  labourers  in  the  Tyrol,  We  are  struck,  in 
the  following  description,  with  the  observations  upon  the  culture  of  In- 
dian corn,  which  has  scarcely  yet  obtained  a  fair  trial  in  Britain : — 

«The  peasant  of  the  Upper  Tyrol  seldom  possesses  more  than  supplies  the  wants  of  his 
fkmily  ;  a  cow,  a  pig  or  two,  are  the  whole  of  his  live  stock ;  and  all  the  land  which 
he  possesses  beyond  what  suffices  fur  the  support  of  these,  produces  Indian  com,  and 
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H  fetr  TegvUbleiy  And  •ometimM  a  little  flax;  thoe  crope  being;  no  more  than  auffictent 
^r  the  rapport  of  hie  family.  The  Tyrolean  peasant,  therefore^  though  in  one  sense 
independent,  treading,  and  labouring  his  own  aoil,  and  eating  the  produce  of  his  own 
industry,  is  yet  poor ;  and  lires  worse  than  a  day-labourer  In  many  other  countries. 
His  family  is  nourished  almost  solely  upon  Indian  com,  and  milk;  and  it  must  be 
admitted,  that  with  small  properties  like  those  in  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  no  other  pro. 
duce  oould  be  half  so  senriceable.  This  plant  is  indeed  the  staff  of  life  here^  and  is 
4»rised  by  the  inhabitants  as  it  deserves.  Three  times  a-day,  soup  made  of  Indian  com 
and  milk,  is  served  at  the  table  of  the  Tyrolean  peasant ;  and  this,  with  bread,  some- 
limes  entirely  of  Indian  corn,  but  most  commonly  with  one-third,  or  one-iburth  part 
t»f  wheat,  forms  his  whole  diet.  I  have  firequently,  in  the  course  of  a  walk,  while  re- 
aiding  at  luspruck,  entered  the  houses  of  the  peasantiy,  and  tasted  both  the  soup  and 
Che  bread.  To  those  who  are  fend  of  a  milk  diet,  the  soap  would  not  be  found  disagree- 
able; and  the  bread  appeared  to  me  good,  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
wheat  that  was  mixed  with  the  Indian  com.  It  is  never  used  half-and-half  in  the 
Tyrol.  This  woul&  be  too  expensive  4  for  very  little  wheat  is  grown  in  the  valley  of 
the  Inn — none  in  the  upper  part  of  it,  and  that  Which  is  brotight  to  the  Inspnick 
market,  must  be  received  either  from  Trent,  itnd  the  Italian  frontier,  or  ^m  Bavaria. 

"•  However  tastes  may  difier  as  to  the  palatableness  of  an  Indian-corn  diet,  the 
fine  athletic  peasantry  of  the  Tyrol,  sufficiently  attest  its  wholesome  and  nutritious 
qualities.  Indeed,  I  have  generally  seen  a  robust  j>easantry,  in  those  countries  in 
irhich  Indian  com  forms  a  large  portion  of  their  subsistence.  The  people  of  Lan- 
-gucdoc  and  Beam,  are  stronger  than  those  of  central  and  noithcrn  France,  and  the 
fiiscayailSy^whoeat  more  Indbin  com  than  any  other  kind  of  bread,  are  greatly  superior 
in  strength  to  the  Castilians.  In  the  Tyrol,  Indian  com  is  used  in  other  ways  than 
as  an  article  of  diet :  the  surplns,  if  any  there  be,  finds  a  ready  maiicet  for  horses' 
food ;  and  thehusks  and  sheaths  are  used  in  stuffing  matti-esses ;  and  also  as  a  sub- 
Btitute  for  fire-wood.  As  much  flax  is  generally  grown  by  the  Tyrolean  peasant,  as 
suffices  for  the  wants  of  his  family  ;  and  for  employment  during  the  winter. 

''  The  cultivation  of  Indian  com  has  made  some  noise  in  England ;  and  has  excited 
some  interest,  owing  to  the  idea,  that  its  cultivation  would  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  the  lower  classes ;  and  there  have  been,  in  fact,  two  parties  in  this  matter ;  one 
asserting  its  great  advantages,  and  its  adaptation  to  the  climate  of  England ;  and  the 
«ther  denying  both.  I  am  no  agriculturist,  and  am  able  only  to  state  facts.  As  for 
the  advantages  of  the  cultivation  of  Indian  com,  1  can  only  say,  that  throughout  the 
valley  of  the  Inn,  it  is  considered  the  most  useful  and  the  surest  produce ;  and  that 
the  peasantry  who  live  upon  it, 411  e  the  finest  peasantry  in  Europe;  and  with  respect 
to  its  fitness  for  the  climate  of  England,  I  would  only  observe,  that  the  climate  of  the 
Upper  Tyrol  is  most  uncertain  ;  its  centre  is  two  thuusand  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
aea;  and  its  winters  are  extremely  severe ;  and  although  from  its  more  southern 
latitude  than  England,  -the  heats  of  summer  are  great,  the  summer  is  late,  as  some 
proof  of  which,  I  may  state,  that  near  the  end  of  June,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
having  a  stove  lighted  in  the  hotel  at  Inspmck.  I  do  not  know  how  these  facts  bear 
upon  the  probable  success  of  Indian  com  in  England ;  but  if  Indian  com  be  sup- 
posed to  require  a  milder  climate  than  that  of  England,  I  think  the  success  of  Indian 
com  in  the  Uppor  Tyrol,  proves  this  to  be  an  error.  The  same  fmits  that  come 
to  perfection  in  the  southern  parts  of  England,  will  not  ripen  in  the  valley  of  the  Inn. 

**•  Although  the  properties  of  the  peasantry  of  the  Upper  Tyrol  be  in  general  limit- 
ed, this  is  of  course  not  universal ;  some  are  in  such  circumstanoes  aa  to  be  called 
opulent  among  their  neighbours ;  though  in  richer  countries,  such  opulence  would  be 
considered  but  an  indifferent  competency.  A  peasant  whose  possessions  are  worth 
fifteen  thousand  florins  (£,1750)  is  rich;  and  one  possessing  ttie  half  of  this  sum,  is 
in  easy  circumstances.  Such  peasants  and  their  families,  do  not,  of  course,  live  upon 
Indian  conv^though  this  forms,  in  all  families,  one  important  article  of  diet.  The 
lower  order  of  peasants  never  eat  meat  excepting  on  feast-days,<-*and  bacon  only  on 
great  feasts. 

**■  In  all  countries — even  in  those  where  the  great  bulk  are  proprietors,  there  are  of 
necessity  some  hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water.  In  this  part  of  the  Tyrol, 
these  are  miserably  off.  The  usual  wages  of  labour  do  not  exceed,  for  a  man,  four- 
penoe  half^penny  per  day, — with  maintenance;  and  a  woman  seldom  receives  more 
than  one  penny  half-penny,  or  two-pence.  This  is  a  wretched  state  of  things;  bnt 
fortunately,  the  class  of  day  labourers  is  small.  The  necessaries  of  life  are  not,  indeed, 
dear.  Meat  usually  sells  at  4d.  or  4id.  per  lb.  of  21  oz.  which  is  not  more  than  2]d. 
for  16  OS. ;  butter  costs  9d.  for  21  oz.,  or  64d.  per  lb. ;  bread  of  Indian  com  is  ex- 
tremely-cheap. Fruit,  vegetables,  and  wine,  are  all  dear  ;  for  the  valley  of  the  Inn 
produces  none  of  the  latter,  and  little  of  the  two  former, — most  of  which  arc  brought 
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from  Botaen ;  but  iheie  are  articles  with  which  the  poor  may  diapente.     Fidi,  tad 
most  kinds  of  gm^  an  plentiful  and  cheap. 

«  The  wages  of  a  man  senrant  in  the  Tyrol  (and  this  applies  to  the  eoimtiy  fsnafaUy) 
are  about  L.&'   The  wages  of  a  female  ssiTant^  about  JLmS.** 

Mr.  Inglifl  has  an  idea^  and  we  believe  it  a  correct  one,  that  in  writing 
travels,  ''  the  art  is  to  set  down  little  as  well  as  great  things, — for 
example,  that  women  wear  short  petticoats,  or  men  tight  small  dotlMs." 
His  own  settingB^down  are  an  exemplification  of  this  philosophical  piin* 
ciple.  The  longitude  and  latitude  of  the  petticoats  are  dtily  entered  in 
his  log ;  and  even  from  a  rainy  day,  when  a  less  happily^ttempered 
traveller  might  be  tempted  to  rave  against  the  elements,  and  curse  his 
stars,  he  extracts  such  scattered  lights  on  petticoat  stotistics  as  the 
following  : — 

«  I  hare  ali-eady  spolien  of  the  dress  of  the  woman ;  but  here,  in  the  lower  lunthal, 
it  becomes  moie  and  more  preposterous.  In  the  Tyrol,  vanity  does  not  appear  to  be 
exercised  on  the  same  object  as  elsewhere.  A  handsome  le&— or  at  least,  a  pretty 
ancle,  is  generally  looked  upon  as  not  the  least  contemptible  of  female  charms  t  but 
in  the  Tyrol  it  is  otherwise  ;  Rtockings — thick  woollen  stockings,  are  three  times  the 
length  of  the  leg :  and  are  therefore  allowed  to  gathei  themselves  in  enormous  folds, 
and  plaits,  that  render  the  ankle  as  thick  as  a  moderate  waist  in  Psris  oi  elsewhere. 
It  may  be,  indeed,  that  they  look  upon  a  charm  as  more  a  charm,  the  more  it  is- con- 
cealed. There  is  a  limit,  however,  to  this  principle.  I  ought  to  mention,  that  tlis 
older  the  women  are,  they  have  the  greater  number  of  petticoats.  The  hostess  anfl 
her  daughter  permitted  me  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  as  to  the  number  and  quality  of 
theirs.  The  mother,  who  was  about  fifty  years  of  age  had  nine ;  the  eldest  daughter, 
M  ho  looked  almost  thirty,  but  who  assured  me  she  was  not  yet  twenty-three,  wore 
ftiXy^-and  the  younger, — a  girl  of  eighteen  or  nineteen,  was  contented  with  one  lesa 
All  of  these  were  of  a  woollen  stuff,  thicker  in  its  texture  than  moderatdy  thick  flan- 
nel. The  younger  of  the  damsels  was  also  prevailed  upon  to  draw  her  stocking  tight ; 
but  she  was  shocked  at  the  display ;  and  immediately  reinstated  the  leg  in  its  Tyr»> 
lean  privileges.  I  do  assure  my  &ir  readers^  however,  that  had  the  leg  so  esconced  in 
woollen,  been  fitted  with  an  elastic  silk  stocking,  it  might  have  excited  the  envy  of 
some  of  them.** 

Nor  does  our  traveller  fail  to  enjoy  and  commemorate  the  good  things 
of  this  life,  the  maniia  in  the  wilderness  that  drops  in  his  way.  He  par- 
takes of  the  fresh  fish,  the  game,  and  chamois  tongue,  with  remarkable 
gusto,  and  at  the  same  time,  is  more  than  contented  over  a  mess  of  In- 
<  dian.corn  pottage  and  milk.  This  is  enjoying  life.  It  is  a  canon  of  his, 
deduced  from  considerable  experience,  that  an  inn  kept  by  mine  hos- 
tess is  more  comjfortable  than  one  kept  by  mine  host.  A  weary  traveller's 
comforts  are  ever  an  object  of  deeper  concern  to  the  female  president. 
The  book  is,  by  the  way,  full  of  excellent  scattered  maxims  for  travellers. 

In  descending  from  Brenner  to  firixen,  in  the  valley  of  the  £isach, 

Mr.  Inglis  has  the  following  delightful  adventure.     We  must  not  omit 

to  say,  th^t  his  feeling' of  natural  beauty,  and  frequent  descriptions  of 

Alpine  and  rocky  scenery,  hill  and  glade,  stream  and  torrent,  are  as 

full  of  relish  as  are  his  records  of  the  larders  of  the  Tyrol.     From  a 

striking  comparison  of  the  several  mountain  passes  which  he  had  visiteii 

ill  different  parts  of  Europe,  he  reverts  to  the  scene  before  him  : — 

*<  The  storm  which  I  had  foreseen,  was  now  close  at  hand ;  but  I  was  walking  be- 
neath so  perfect  a  shade  of  overarching  trees,  that  although  it  rained  heavily,  I  was 
sheltered  from  its  effects.  Soon,  however,  it  came  down  in  such  torrents,  that  findiag 
myself  near  a  gate  which  appeared  to  lead  to  a  respectable  peasant's  house,  I  thought 
it  wisest  to  take  refuge,  and  lifted  the  latch  accordingly,  and  passed  in.  It  was,  as  I 
supposed,  the  house  of  a  peasant,  ^vho  in  the  Tyrol  might  be  railed  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances ;  a  proprietor  of  the  middle  kind, — not  rich,  but  with  enough  for  the  wants 
and  comforts  of  a  family.  A  son  who  lived  at  Trent,  and  who  was  upon  a  visit  to 
his  father,  of  cours  t  spoke  Italian  and  a  little  French, — more  conveuient  madia 
f  communication,  than  the  dialect  of  German  spoken  in  the  Upper  Tyrol.     I  was 
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Tttj  kindly  wcoomed  by  the  master  af  the  house,  aad  hospitably  entertained ;  .for  ^- 
thoogh  it  was  then  bat  little  after  eleven  o*clock,  dinner  was  almost  ready ;  And*  al- 
beit my  usual  dinner  hoar  was  yet  far  off,  I  could  not  refuse  to  acc^t  the^hospitalities 
of  the  host,  and  to  seat  myseliTat  table  With  his  family. 

^I  had  every  reason  to  be  pleased  that  a  storm  had  driven  me  among  this  Tyrol  fa- 
mily ;  for  it  afforded  me  an  opportunity  which  I  might  not  otherwise  hav6  enjoyed,  yf  • 
seeing  the  menage  and  inspecting  the  establishment  of  a  renpectable  peasant.  The  party 
that  sat  down  to  dinner,  consisted  of  the  peasant  and  his  wife,  hale  strong  people, 
'  about  fifty  years  of  age, — the  son  who  had  came  from  Trent,  a  younger  son,  just  grow- 
ing into  manhood, — twin  daughters  about  sixteen  years  old,— and  myself;  and  the 
dinner  which  had  been  prepaid  without  any  regard  to  me,  consisted  of  soup  of  Iop 
dlan  com  and  milk,  of  which  I  have  already  spoken  as  a  Tyrolean  diet ;  a  piece  ^f 
boiled  bacon  about  five  lb.  weight ;  a  salad ';  bread, — two-thirds  Indian  com,  and  one- 
third  wheat ;  butter  ;  and  wine  of  Botzen,  which,  however,  might  possibly  have  been 
produced  on  my  account.  This  was  certainly  an  ample^  and  wholesome  dinner  for 
sLz  persons. 

*<  The  rain  subsiding  soon  after  dinner,  I  hinted  to  the  master,  that  I  should  much 
like  to  see  his  establishment  out  of  doors,  telling  him  frankly,  that  we  in  £nglai)d 
knew  but  little  respecting  his  country,^ — excepting  that  it  was  a  romantic  land,  aiyl 
contained  a  brave  and  noble-minded  peasantry, — and  that  I  wished  to  have  it  in  iny 
power  to  tell  my  countrymen  something  about  the  Tyrol.  My  compliment  was  re- 
ceived with  a  disclaiming  shake  of  the  head ;  and  my  desire  was  immediately  grati- 
fled«  The  peasant  and  his  family, — all  excepting  his  wife,— -accompanied  me  while 
we  walked  over  his  little  fields,  and  conversed  as  we  went  along. 

»  The  whole  of  the  land  owned  by  this  peasant,  appeared  to  me,  as  nearly  as  I  oou^ 
judge  by  pacing  it,  as  well  as  by  the  eye,  to  consist  of  about  four  acres.     One-third  9f 
the  whole,  as  the  proprietor  informed  me,  was  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Indian  com{ 
of  the  remaining  two  acres  and  two-thirds,  about  half  an  acre  was  in  wheat,  and 
another  half  acre  in  barley ;  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  flax ;  about  an  acre,  and  little 
more  in  grass  and  wood ;  and  ai>out  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  garden,  which  contained 
cabbage^  potatoes,  salad,  and  a  few  cherry  trees.     The  Indian  com  was  all  required 
ia  the  establishment, — abput  one-half  for  the  family,  and  the  other  for  winter  provi- 
sion fbr  the  cow ;  the  sheaths,  &c.,  were  used  as  they  are  used  in  other  parts  of  the 
TyroL    Of  the  wheat,  there  was  a  considerable  surplus ;  and  this,  and  the  barley, 
were  taken  to  the  Brixen  market,  where  they  produced  more  than  sufficient  to  pur- 
chase ooilee,  suflnr,  wine^  such  implements  as  were  wanted  from  time  to  time,  and 
such  clothing  fot  the  family  as  was  needed ;  and  formed  a  small  money  stock  besidsa, 
which,  after  being  applied  to  all  the  purchases  beyond  what  the  establisliment  itself 
prodnoed,  had  amounted  then  to  a  considerable  purse ;  but  the  owner  did  not  tell  me 
the  amount ;  nor  would  it  have  been  civil  to  have  been  more  inquisitive.     The  flax 
was  spun,  and  wove,  and  fashioned  in  the  family.    The  grass  was  all  needed,  fbr  sum- 
mer pasture  for  the  cow ;  the  wood  supplied  firing, — and  the  vegetables  were  lookad 
upon  rather  as  a  dainty  than  an  article  of  common  use.     The  master  and  his  son, 
with  a  little  assistance  from  his  daughters,  managed  and  tilled  the  ground,  which 
seemed  a  good  lightish  soil;  and  was  remarkably  clean,  and  in  excellent  order;  and  all 
'  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  care  of  a  small  farmer*s  wife  in  Eng;land,  were  here  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  peasant^s  wife  and  daughters.     No  cheese  was  made^ — because 
~t1&e  soup  consumed  all  the  milk,  excepting  a  little  that  was  saved  for  butter.    Besides 
llie  cow,  there  were  two  pigs,  and  a  litter  of  young  ones ;  and  a  number  of  hens.   T^e 
dinner  I  had  seen,  was  the  regular  dinner  of  the  house ;  excepting  about  two  days  in  the 
fiirtnight,  when  some  fresh  meat  is  bought  in  Brixen  nurket  with  the  money,  or  a 
part  of  it— obtained  by  the  sale  of  eggs  and  fowls. 

<'  From  all  this,  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  little  diiference  in  the  menage  here,  and 
in  the  family  of  a  small  English  fanner,  excepting  in  the  growth  and  use  of  Indian 
com ;  and  in  the  absence  of  what  is  called  stock  ;  for  the  Tyrolean  small  proprietors 
work  entirely  by  spade  husbandry ;  and  have  no  occasion  for  the  outlay  of  an  Eng. 
lish  farm.  Supposing,  as  is  sometimes  suppc«ed,  that  an  English  ftrmer  has  a  dear 
surplus,  after  rent,  taxes,  labour,  and  seed  are  paid  for,  of  one-third  of  the  produce*  it 
would  follow,  that  an  English  farmer  occupying  twelve  acres,  could  live  as  well  as 
the  Tyrolean  proprietor  of  four  acres ;  for  I  would  state  against  the  little  out- 
lay for  stock  and  implements  necessary  to  labour  twelve  acres,  the  taxes  and  other 
expenses  which,  the  Tyrolean  said,  amounted  to  one-sixth  part  nearly  of  his  produce. 
But  an  English  occupier  of  twelve  acres,  cannot  live  so  well  as  the  Tyrolean  peasant 
with  four  acres ;  and  I  do  not  see  any  way  of  accounting  for  this,  unless  by  ascribing 
it 'to  the' culture  of  Indian  com,  which  enters  so  largely  into  the  system  of  husbandry 
pursued  by  the  Tyrolean.     It  is  eaten  three  times  a-day  by  all  the  members  of  the 
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teifly,  In  the  shape  ofwom^  with  milk  ;  and  ii  the  bread  of  the  ikmily  beddei  :  aad 
with  a  tufficicncy  of  bacon  and  Tegctables,  and  fresh  meat  two  or  three  days  m  the 
Ibrtnight,  the  Tyrolean  peasiyit  fismily  may  be  said  to  lire  comfortably.  Coffee  i» 
considered  a  luxury,  and  is  only  used  occasionally. 

<<  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  same  quantity  of  lac d^— one  acre  and  one-third^— 
which,  in  the  establishment  I  spealc  of,  was  devoted  to  the  culture  of  Indian  oom, 
(onfr-half  of  which  quantity  only,  t. «.,  two-thirds  of  an  acre^  was  used  in  the  fiunily,) 
would,  if  dedicated  either  to  wheat  or  to  any  other  grain,  hate  been  totally  iaau^ 
dent  to  support  a  family  of  six  persons,  especially  without  the  constant  addition  of 
cbees&  which  both  night  and  morning  ibrms  an  article  of  snbsistenoe  in  an  Bn^ish 
fhrm  house.  Two-thirds  of  an  acre  of  wheat  will  produce  fourteen  bushels^  at  the 
most;  this  may  produce  sixteen  of  flour;  one  bushel  of  flour  will,  with  thie  usual 
additions,  support  a  family  of  six  persons  two  weeks ;  and  therefore  the  produce  of 
two- thirds  of  an  acre,  producing  altogether  sixteen  bushels,  would  suffice  for  only 
thirty-two  weeks,  leaving  one-third  part  of  the  yeai>  unprovided  for.  The  Tyrolean 
peasant  told  me,  that  he  had  never  luiown  his  crop  of  Indian  com  fail,  though  it  had 
varied  of  course,  but  that  his  wheat  had  several  times  been  unproductive,  som». 
times  owing  to  insects,  sometimes  without  being  able  to  assign  any  cause.  Seven 
rains  had  also  beaten  it  down  and  much  injured  it  It  is  ikir  that  I  should  add,  as 
a  slight  qualification  of  what  I  said  when  speaking  of  the  Indian  com,  and  the 
climate  of  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  that  the  peasant  attrilmted  (with  what  justice  I 
cannot  tell^  the  unfoiling  crops  of  Indian  com,  partly  to  the  warm  winds^  which,  for 
a  time  during  the  spring,  always  blow  from  the  south.  It  must  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  he  made  this  remark  when  speaking  of  the  deep  snows  that  lay  long  in  the 
valley,  and  partly  with  reference  to  the  ttkct  of  the  wind  in  melting  them.  I 
omitted  to  say,  when  speaking  of  the  intt-rior  menage,  that  during  the  wintor,  iJie 
table  of  the  Tyrolean  peasant  is  varied  by  a  plentiftil  supply  of  hares, — and  game  of 
yarious  kinds,  which  are  obtained  for  the  trouble  of  hunting  them. 

'*  After  having  satisfied  myself,  and  obtained  all  the  information  I  was  able,  we 
returned  to  the  house ;  which  was  sufficiently  commodious,  and  provided,  apparently, 
with  every  common  article  of  housel.old  use;  and  as  it  had  again  begun  to  rain,  I 
was  obliged  a  little  Ipnger  to  avail  myself  of  its  hospitalities.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  master  ^mplained  of  the  taxes,  and  particularly  of  the  price  of  salt,  so  much  «f 
which  was  wanted  for  his  bacon,  he  was  a  happy  peasant ;  and  his  fomilyt  a  cheerful 
pcAsant  family.  It  was  a  fine  looking  family  too;  the  master,  although,  aa  he  told 
nie,  turned  fifty-four,  scarcely  seemed  forty ;  the  son  from  Trent,  a  fine  young  mnn 
being  clothed  in  the  modem  fashion,  did  not  look  sufficiently  national ;  but  the  other 
son — ^with  his  tight  breeches,  showing  his  well-turned  and  strongly  knit  limb,  and 
his  short  jacket — ^was  a  noble  specimen  of  a  young  Tyrolean  peasant.  As  for  the 
twin-daughters,  they  were  fair,  good-looking  girls,  with  short,  and  not  too  many  pet- 
ticoats, and  dressed  with  great  propriety  and  neatness.  As  early  hoiirs  seemed  to  be 
kept  here  as  at  Brenner;  they  told  me  they  breakfasted  a  little  after  six;  and  supped 
at  the  same  hour  at  night.  I  have  already  said,  that  dinner  was  served  abopt  half- 
past  eleven. 

**  The  rain  had  entirely  ceased  for  some  time ;  and  desifpus  of  rea^hiqg  Brpcep,  I 
took  leave  of  my  kind  entertainer ;  but  not  without  a  cup  of  cofiee,  and  cordial  pf 
anise-spirit  being  presented  to  me ;  and  shaking  hands  all  round,  which  is  a  Tyro- 
lean as  well  as  an  English  fashion,  I  proceeded  on  my  way  down  the  margin  of  tho 
impetuous  Eisach.** 

Agriculturists  on  the  large  scale  will  see  much  to  condemn  in  this 
management,  and  political  economists  nothing  to  admire ;  yet  looking 
round  at  the  results  of  consolidating  a  dozen  small  possessions  into  one 
huge  domain  for  the  modem  "  bulUfrog  farmer,"  and  contrasting  his 
fine  establishment  with  this  modest  Tyrolean  household,  the  unchanging 
abiding  place  of  peace,  plenty^  industry,  and  content,  one  must  admit 
other  elements  of  calculation  than  the  superfluous  fatness  of  beeves,  and 
the  rigid  straightness  of  furrotf a ;  or,  in  one  word,  the  rapid  accumula- 
tion of  agricultural  wealth,  when  reckoning  of  human  happiness.  The 
bad  consequences  of  vast  quantities  of  land  held  by  proprietors  to  the  actual 
cultivators,  hold  in  the  Tyrol  as  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  In  this  re- 
spect the  German  and  Italian  Tyrol  exhibit  a  painful  contrast.  "  Tl>6 
moment/'  says  Mr.  Inglis,  "  we  leave 
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*  Botsai,  mod  ttvnl  towardi  Trent,  a  new  order  of  thlBfi  le  pereelT»Vle.  The 
nunc  noble  lookin^^  peasantry  are  no  longer  to  be  seen ;  porerty  begins  to  show  itself; 
and  the  air  of  comfort  about  their  dwellingi^  and  independence  about  their  inmates, 
are  no  longer  visible.  All  the  land  in  the  southern  Tyrol  belongs  to  the  great  pro* 
prietors;  aqid  the  peasantry  whom  we  see  have  no  longer  an  interest  in  the  soil  which 
they  cultirate. 

**  The  system  pursued  in  the  cultiyation  of  the  land  in  the  southern  Tyrol  is  re- 
maricable ;  the  proprietor  of  the  land  makes  a  contract  with  a  peasant  to  cultivate  it. 
This  peasant  is^  in  fact,  a  middle-man,  and  employs  laboureiB.  The  nature  of  the 
contract  is,  that  the  proprietor  pays  the  peasant  a  certain  sum  of  money,  which  has 
no  regard  whatever  to  the  goodness  or  badness  of  the  crop ;  and  the  peasant  delivers 
up  the  wliole  produce  of  the  land  to  the  proprietor.  The  sum  of  money  which  the 
peasant  receives  for  the  engagement  to  cultivate  the  land,  is  of  course  understood  to 
be  snfBcient  to  pay  for  the  labour  employed  upon  it,  and  to  leave  a  surplus  to  the 
peasant,  sufficient  for  his  subsistence.  This  system  has  its  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages ;  but  the  latter  for  outweigh  the  former.  In  one  respect,  indeed,  it  seems  to 
have  justice  along  with  it;  for  the  proprietor  gets  neither  more  nor  less  than  his  land 
U  worth ;  he  gets  the  produce  of  his  land  whatever  it  may  be,  to  make  the  most  of 
it;  aiid  the  peasant,  who  is,  in  foct,  the  farmer,  is  secure  against  the  failure  of 
crops,  or  the  variableness  of  the  maiikets;  with  these  he  has  nothing  to  do;  he 
receives  the  same  sum^  whether  the  cn>p  be  jprad  or  bad,  or  whether  the  market  be 
h^h  or  low. 

**  But  notwithstanding  this,  the  system  does  not  work  well :  it  is  evident,  that  the 
j>roprietor  must  eventually  suffer,  by  the  cultivator  having  no  interest  in  the  produce; 
it  is  the  same  thing  to  him,  whether  the  land  be  well  or  ill  laboured ;  and  it  isj, 
therefore^  unreasonable  to  imagine  that  full  justice  will  be  done  to  it :  if  the  proprie* 
tor,  therefore,  gets  what  his  land  produces,  he  probably  gets  considerably  less  tha% 
under  a  different  system,  it  might  be  made  to  produce. 

*<  With  respect  to  the  contractor,  he,  although  proceeding  upon  a  certainty,  has  a 
certainty  of  little.  The  sum  allowed  him  for  the  cultivation  is  generally  extremely 
small,  so  that,  after  all  expenses  are  paid,  his  gain  affords  nothing  beyond  a  bare  sub- 
ristence.  This  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  manner  in  which  these  men  live ;  which  is 
in  no  respect  better  than  the  small  proprietor  of  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  who  eats  meat 
cmly  upon  festival  days.  There  are  no  doubt  some  exceptions ;  and  if  the  proprietor 
do  alkrw  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  the  peasant  has  the  same 
advantage  that  any  man  has  who  performs  a  piece  of  work  by  contract. 

*<  As  for  the  effect  of  the  system  upon  the  labourer ;  it  is  obviously  bad.  The  sole 
object  of  the  contractor  being  to  labour  the  land  as  cheaply  as  possible,  wages  are 
miaersbly  low.  The  usual  price  of  labour  in  the  Italian  Tyrol  does  not  exceed  two 
Horina  per  week,  (4s.  8d.)  and  nourishment ;  which  accounts  sufficiently  for  the  dif. 
ierenee  in  the  appearance  and  habitations  of  the  lower  dasses  there^  and  in  the  val- 
Jeyn  fiii  the  Upper  Tyno^  whene,  indeed,  the  ftf)or  are  so  limited  Ia  number  as  scarcely 
to  form  a  dass. 

*<  It  seems  to  the  traveller,  at  first  sight,  s;  strange  inversion  of  what  might  be  ex. 
pected,  that  in  the  fertile  vales,  and  finest  plains  in  Europe,  he  should  see  so  much 
poverty;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  wYnia  he  journeys  among  mountain  regions, 
where  excessive  labour  forces  from  the  soil  an  unwilling  crop,  he  perceives  every  ap« 
peanmce  of  comfort  and  ease  of  condition.  The  condition  of  the  people  in  the  most 
ftrtile  plains  of  Italy,  Germany,  Prance,  or  England,  will  bear  no  comparison,  with 
tliat  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  GHson  valleys,  or  of  the  valleys  of  the  Ober-land 
Bemois^  or  of  the  Upper  Tyrol.  But  the  difficulty  is  at  once  explained  when  we 
learn,  that  the  former  are  labourers  for  hire,  and  that  the  latter  labour  their  own  soiL** 

From  the  time  he  left  Botzen  the  traveller  met  beggars ;  and  every 
TQlage  contained  a  large  proportion  of  what  seemed  paupers — ''  labourei  ■ 
probably  at  48.  8d.  a-week."  This,  by  the  way,  would  be  a  very  high 
•rerage  for  Ireland,  where^e  system  of  agriculture  is,  in  many  rimpectp^. 
similar  to  that  of  this  unblest  part  of  the  Tyrol. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  follow  the  route  of  the  traveller,  but  have 
idg-zagged,  not  after  his  steps,  but  following  his  principle  in  exploring 
the  country.  After  visiting  the  Lower  Tyrol,  he  returned  by  Botzen  ta 
Meran,  from  whence  he  made  several  interesting  excursions;  one  of 
them  to  the  valley  of  the  Passeyer,  in  which  is  the  dwelling  of  Hofer. 
We  cannot  resist  this  extract  :*^ 
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*<  From  Meraa,  the  road  aaomdt  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  leading  (he  caatle  of 
the  Tffol  Ob  the  left  hand.'  At  first,  the  vaUey  is  narrotr,  but  grsiduatly  widens, 
though  nerer  losing  the  character  of  an  upland  rnlley.  Cottages  and  hamlets  are  scat, 
tcred,  bnt  thinly  scattered,  here  and  there ;  little  rivulets  tumble  into  the  F^asseyer, 
leaping  from  the  adjoin Ing  steeps;  and  many  gentle  and  bentttifbl  scenes  open  atnoug 
the  slopes  and  deHs  that  form  the  valley.  Pour  hoors*  Walk,  with  many  rests  by  the 
river  side,  and  upon  the  stones  that  lay  in  its  bed,  brought  me  within  sfght  of  the 
house  of  Andrew  Hofer.  The  brawling  PasMyer,  full  of  large  stona,  runs  past  the 
hottie  at  the  foot  of  a  little  stone  wall  raised  to  protect  it  against  torr«hti ;  a  few 
trees  grow  robnd  tlie  house,  and,  on  either  side,  are  seen  mountains,  their  lower  a^ 
divities  enclose,  and  bearing  a  little  com ;  and  a  small  church,  with  a  greeh  spire, 
stands  upon  a  neighbonring  knoU.  The  house  itself  is  no  way  remailcable^  litce 
most  other  houses  in  this  part  of  the  Tyrol,  the  entry  to  it  is  by  a  wooden  stair  out- 
side^  which  leads  to  a  little  balcony.  Several  targets,  perforated  in  many  places  near 
the  centre,  were  fixed  to  the  wall,  evidences  of  Hofer*s  prowess  in  marksmanship.  T& 
the  house,  which  is^  and  ever  has'been  an  inn,  \  resolved  to  spend  the  night 

''I  had  finished  a  rural  meal  on  the  balcony,  when  four  peasants  of  the  neighbour- 
hood walked  in,  to  refk-esh  themselves  with  a  little  wine,  and  possibly  to  see  the 
stranger.  They  were  fine  looking,  and  intelligent  imen ;  and  spoke  withoat  much  re- 
serve about  the  state  of  the  Tyrol,  and  the  patriot  wlio  had  owned  a  home  in  that 
Valley.  '  One  of  them,  a  man  about  fifty  years  old,  had  known  Hofer  well,  and  ha^ 
attended  his  obsequies ;  and  when  he  said  that  the  Austrian  authorities,  profossing  a 
reverence  for  him,  had  attended  the  procession,  he  spat  with  violence  on  the  ground, 
to  express  contempt  of  the  hypocrisy :  he  represented  Hof^r  as  a  sturdy  broad-ahonl- 
dered  man  ;  with  a  high  and  capacious  brow ;  eyes  a  little  snnken  :  and  an  hooeit 
expression  of  countenance :  he  wore  mustachios,  and  a  beard, — ^why  the  latter,  I  was 
liot  able  to  learn.  We  shared  amongst  us  several  bottles  of  tolerable  wine ;  and  drank 
to  the  memory  of  Hofer,  and  to  better  times. 

<<  It  was  dusk  when  the  party  broke  up ;  and  I  accompanied  one  of  the  number  to 
his  house,  about  a  mile  farther  up  the  valley ;  here  we  repeated  our  toast ;  and  in  the 
<»ld  fashion,  he  accompanied  me  half-way  back.  <  We  can  never  be  otherwise  than 
we  are,*  said  he^  <  unless  Prance  stretches  her  hand  to  ns.*  It  was  a  quiet  and  calm 
scene  as  I  strolled  leisurely  back  to  the  house  of  Hofer  :  there  was  only  the  noise  of 
the  stream,  which  guided  me  safely  to  my  quarters.** 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  Mr.  Inglis  without  once  more  expressing  our 
thanks  for  the  pleasure  his  Tyrolean  ramble  has  afforded  us.  He  has 
presented  the  reading  public  with  one  of  the  most  attractive  books  of 
the'  season ;  and  introduced  those  who  cultivate  tastes  similar  to  his  own^ 
to  scenes  and  persons  that  will  long  haunt  their  imaginations^  and  live  in 
their  memory.  In  opening  the  latch  of  the  peasant's  door,  and  making 
us  acquainted  with  the  dwellers  in  the  hills  and  glens,  he  has  added  to 
the  stores  of  knowledge  in  its  most  humanizing  form. 
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Though  steam  and  horse-flesh  have  of  late  years  wrought  wonjvrg  in 
lessening  the  distance  hetween  Babylonian  London  and  the  Provinces^ 
and  bringing  into  intercommunicating  proximity  raw,  ravenous^  riotous, 
'darling,  country  cousins,  with'  their  better-groomed  and  more  highly 
favoured  metropolitan  kinsfolk, — though  ^oals  of  ruddy-faced  unso- 
phisticated creatures  of  all  ages  and  either  sex  are  hourly  being  poured 
forth  from  long  stages,  short  stages,  and  vehicles,  strange  of  figure  and 
various  of  name,  who,  with  eyes  of  twenty  visions'  power,  and  mouths 
cavernously  open,  incredible  of  swallow,  gloat  upon  the' great  wen,  and 
the  marvels  that  therein  lie, — there  are,  nevertheless,  many. thousands, 
(and   it  is  a  painful  reflection  to  thie  humane,)  very  many  thousiM^ds, 
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who  have  never  yet  beheld  the  one^  or  conceived  the  brain-bewildering 
wonders  of  the  other.    Some  dim,  shadowy,  confused  notion^  may  now 
and  then  flit  through  their  muddy  sensoriums,  froih  the  imperfect  nar- 
ration of  a  prodigy  pithily  despatched  in  the  columns  of  a  town  news- 
paper; biit  as  to  the  formation  of  an  understandable  image  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter thereof,  their  minds  are  as  innocent  as  suckii^  doves.    This 
is  indeed  lamentable;  and  #ell  may  provincial' captives  inveigh  in  the 
bitterness  of  their  galled  spirit  against  the  dog-in^th^manger  selfishness 
Hi  a  million  and  half  of  fortune-favoured  souls,  when  not  one  among 
their  number  can  he  found  generous  enough  to  declare  in  minute,  clear, 
intelligible  particularity,  some  of  the  miraculous  things  Vlth  which  they 
yearn  to  be  made  acquainted.    .Who,  for  instance,  has  not  heard  of 
(without  having  seen)  the  Industrious  Fleas, — ^was  there  ever  an  indcL 
lent  one  ?) — ^the  Linwood  tapestries — ^€he  Tower  an^oury — the  Theatres 
— ^the  Exhibitions — ^the  myriad  Siohts,  in  short,  which,  their  name  beinj^ 
L^on,  baffle  enumeration;  and  yet  what  of  either  is  knoitn  to  o^r 
country  exiles.^    What  has  been  said  or  sung  didkctictllly  tt^ereanent 
for  their  edification F    Nothing,  positively  nothing!     If  ignorance  be 
bliss,  (and,  abstractedly  considered,  we  are  far  from  saying  that  it  is 
not,)  then  surely  thrice  blessed  must  they  be  in  very  sooth. 
'    Yet  it  would  be  unjust  to  let  the  far-away  afflicted  cultivate  the  belief 
that  their  London  friends  are  reckless  of  their  happiness  either.    The 
indilFerence  is  only  apparent,  not  real — a  way  of  theirs  simply !    They 
are  np  to  their  eyes  in  "  business ;"  and  if  they  witness  any  of  the 
thousand-and-one  wonders  which  live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being 
within  .the  metropolitan  dominions,  with  a  view  to  edulcorate  the  gloomy 
hours  of  those  who  are  pining  away  in  distant  regions,  it  is  done  with  a 
most  thrifty  economy  of  time.     They  are  ready  and  wiUing,  nay,  anxioifs 
to  impart  all  they  have  seen  or  learned  for  the  gratification  of  others'; 
but  the  intelligence  must  be  confined  within  the  strictest  rules  of  con- 
ciseness :  not  one  useless  line  must  be  allowed  in  the  narration^^all  that 
is  necessary y  with  relation  to  the  fact, — no  more ! 

The  London  press  is  up  to  its  neck  in  this  kind  of  '^  business."  It  is 
a  part  of  its  duty  to  proclaim  all  it  knows ;  but  as  with  wit,  so  is  it  with 
the  press — ^brevity  is  its  very  soul.  In  its  hurry-skurry  movements  it 
is  compelled  to  take  for  granted  that  much  will  be  supposed  of  course, 
and  much,  therefore,  is  accordingly  left  for  inference.  If  it  tells  you 
that  *' Messrs.  Something  and  Somebody's  Steam  Omnibus  made  a  suc- 
cessful trial  of  its  powers  yesterday  from  Brompton  to  Piccadilly,  and 
appeared  to  answer  the  expectation  of  the  Proprietors,"  enough  has  been 
¥aid ;  not  one  word  of  mention  is  made  of  the  thousand  crowds  which 
lined  the  road,  the  bustle,  the  shouts,  the  din,  the  dust,  the  thronged 
'houses,  the  myriad  pleased  and  anxious  faces  gazing  upon  the  novel 
centre  of  attraction ;  the  cries  of  the  pie-men,  the  groans  of  the  injured 
'of  limb,  the  chase  of  the  pick-pockets,  the  fury  of  the  police,  and  their 
sconce-cracking  indiscriminating  truncheons,  all  severally  helping  to 
make  up  the  enlivening  scene.  If  it  announces  the  sailing-match  on  the 
Thames  that  *'  came  o£F"  on  Monday  when  the  Saucy  Sally  Yacht  won 
the  ''  Cup"  by  two  boats'  length,  it  never  hints  at  the  splendid  spectacle 
of  thronged  bridges,  crowded  wharfs,  the  river  peopled  with  funnies, 
wherries,  and  "  craft  of  all  degree,"  gliding,  and  shooting,  and  curvetting 
about  the  stream,  from  the  Red-house,  Battersea,  to  Temple  Stairs ;  the 
fire  of  the  guns,  the  streaming  pennons,  the  punt-loads  of  tailors,  and  tini- 
ber-yarders  full  of  fun,  fight,  and  frolic;  the  music,  th6  millings,  the  uj^set- 
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tab,  the  duckings,  and  the  drownings  incident  to  the  occasion.  If  it  describ# 
the  execution  of  some  murderous  vagabond  who  kicked  his  spirit  off  at 
Newgate  this  morning  at  eight,  it  is  silent  on  the  numerous  attendance 
of  professional  fnends  to  witness  the  appalling  events  the  oranges 
devoured,  the  rotten  apples  and  other  missiles  sent  flying  from  group  to 
group,  the  ladies,  **  well-dressed  females,"  at  the  windows,  the  thousand- 
voiced  murmuring  of  the  dense  mass  below,  .the  joke,  the  horse-laugh, 
the  love-making,  the  aheriffia,  the  show,  the  winks  of  the  ''knowing 
ones"  as  they  *'  draw  the  wipes"  beneath  the  gallows,  and  the  cheers 
which  resound  if  the  rascal  "  shows  pluck,"  flings  his  shoes  among  the 
•multitude,  and  dies  like  a  "  true  cora."  If  a  fire  takes  place  and  some 
half-dozen  houses  go  by  the  wall,  nothing  farther  is  said  than  that  hap- 
pily no  lives  were  lost,  and  that  the  damage  is  estimated  at  so  much ; 
not  a  word  about  the  awful  magnificence  of  the  sheeted  flames,  the  lurid 
streets,  the  crackling  timbers^  the  hu^e  masses  of  smoke  rolling  into  the 
sky,  the  shrieks  of  the  women,  the  roar  of  the  firemen,  the  rattle  of  the 
engines,  the  gaUoping  of  the  horses,  the  bets  offered  and  taken  of  their 
names,  and  the  number  of  minutes  and  seconds  before  they  will  be  "  in 
play,"  before  that  stack  of  chimneys  or  this  wall  shall  tumble,  or  the 
jiext  house  shall ''  take ;"  the  flooded  streets,  the  horrible  thump-thump 
of  the  engine-pumps,  the  furniture  flung  from  the  house-tops,  the  hiss 
of  ^fire  and  water  as  they  mingle,  the  crash  of  falling  roofs,  the  momen- 
tary darkness^  and  the  blaze  again.  All  these  several  matters  are  left 
Jor  supposition  as  of  course,  and  no  useless  verbiage  is  spilled  in  detail- 
ing such  commonplace  adjuncts. 

We  know  that  if  a  chimney  take  fire,  or  a  donkey  casts  his  shoe,  in 
the  country,  there  is  a  commotion  which  spreads  from  the  smithy  to 
,the  rectory  in  no  time.  The  £ditor  of  the  weekly  paper  in  the  next 
county  town,  writes  a  leader  on  the  subject  for  his  ensuing  publication, 
imd  the  event  in  all  its  pomp  of  circumstance,  becomes  food  for  minute 
discussion  for  several  days  afterwards.  Now,  in  London,  (and  it  may 
well  seem  strange  to  strangers,)  events  of  similar,  nay,  of  even  greater 
Importance  are  occurring  in  every  street,  in  every  hour,  all  day  and 
Xiight  long ;  and  the  difficulty  is  in  selecting  the  most  astonishing  of  all 
the  astonishing  circumstances  which  are  thus  constantly  happening.  But 
there  is  a  difficulty  beyond  this,  for  the  paragraph-mongers  in  the  daily 
prints,  are  compelled  not  only  to  be  of  nice  discrimination  in  their 
^choice,  but  to  be  choice  in  the  manner  of  their  chronicling :  they  must 
condense  their  eriform  volumes  of  intelligence  into  the  closely-packed 
fluid  drop  of  sheer  ''  notice."  Out  of  an  infinity  of  astounding  particu- 
lars^ they  are  obliged  by  stern  necessity  to  confine  themselves  to  the 
bare  fact  in  all  its  nudity,  not  out  of  any  illiberal  laconicism,  but  from 
sheer  indispensable  necessity.  The  London  people  have  a  most  affec- 
tionate regard  for  their  provincial  friends :  but  their  love  allows  of  no 
extraneous  display,  no  redundancy  of  words  foreign  to  the  insulated 
fact  ;  they  will  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to  serve  their  absent 
brethren  consistently  with  breviloquence,  but  really  if  they  crave  for 
discursive  particularities,  they  must  come  and  see  for  themselves. 

A  man  may  be  a  very  proper  host,  and  yet  a  man  of  business  for  all 
that.  He  may  load  his  table  with  all  the  delicious  viandr.  which  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world  can  furnish,  but  still  have  no  spare  time  to 
lavish  in  the  courtesy  of  idle  talk.  He  will  plant  you  in  a  region  of 
goodly  substantial,  for  the  appeasement  of  an  appetite  all  but  insatl. 
able,  but  you  must  eat  for  yourself  and  expect  no  waste  words  from  him 
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fn  Mtging  their  daintiness*  So  is  it  with  the  habitants  of  Coekai^e,  ia 
their  extremity  of  lore  for  those  who  dwell  in  the  remote  parts  of  the 
land.  Generous  and  noble-minded  to  a  faulty  they  prepare  in  due  season 
a  splendid  repast  to  which  all  may  come  and  feed  to  very  repletion  if 
they  list.  See  what  spring'time  eflfects  ? — that  period  when  the  pre. 
sence  of  country-folk  is  more  than  ordinarily  rife  in  the  *'  city  of  the 
world/  Have  not  the  very  wonders  of  the  heavens  and  the  earthy  and 
the  waters  under  the  earthy  been  ransacked  from  far  and  near^  as  it 
were,  for  their  especial  behoof?  Are  not  ^ants,  leviathans,  mum« 
■lies,  mermaidens,  copper-mines^  catacombs,  fossil  remains,  span-^and-a* 
half  high  dwarfs^  wax-work,  cork-work,  paper-work,  glass-work,  all, 
in  short,  that  nature  has  distorted,  or  art  can  fashion  in  the  shape  of 
*'  sights,"  laid  bare  for  the  amazement  of  those  denissens  of  the  wUder- 
nesSy  who  in  the  spring-time  are  prone  to  sojourn  in  this  seventh-heaven 
•f  the  earth,  for  some  brief  never-to-be-fergfotten  fortnight  of  existence? 
Are  theve  not  Colosseums,  Dioramas,  Panoramas,  Fkysierama»,  Cosmo- 
ramas^  and  amas  in  variety  astounding,  in  attraction  irresistible,  and  \a 
number  numberless.  Did  not  Sir  Christopher  Wren  erect  that  stupendou» 
enriostty-shop,  St.  Paul's,  with  its  whispering  gallery,  ball  and  cross,  for  the 
main  admiration  and  inspection  of  spring  visiters  (for  no  citizen  that  w» 
ever  heard  knows  any  thing  beyond  its  exterior)  ?  Did  not  the  great  hs% 
destroy  one-third  of  London  a  century  and  half  ago,  simply  that  the 
monument  might  be  raised  for  the  wonderment  of  the  country  .curious  ? 
Were  not  Waterloo,  Southwark,  and  the  new  London  Bridges  thrown 
aerosa  the  Thames  for  the  self-same  object  ?  Does  not  that  awftil  func- 
tionary, the  Lord  Mayor,  ride  in  his  state  coach  of  gilt  and  gingerbread 
for  the  sole  similar  purpose?  Are  not  the  courts  of  Aldermen  and' 
Common  CouncO,  at  this  very  moment,  about  to  knock  down  whole  fo- 
rests of  houses,  and  lay  waste  multitudes  of  streets,  lanes,  alleys^  and 
rents  ;  and  for  a  trifling  cost  of  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds> 
knock  up  a  magnificent  entrance  into  their  most  ancient  and  honourable 
city,  and  all  for  the  solitary  object  of  dazzling  and  dumbfeundering  those 
who  periodically  ^'  come  like  shadows,  so  depart  ?'* 

Surely^  then,  no  reasonable  condemnation  can  be  established  against 
Cockneys  on  the  score  of  illiberality  or  uncharitableness  towards  the  in. 
habitants  of  regions  remote.  The  eomplaint  is  referable  rather  to  that 
ever-restless,  insatiate,  indomitable  sphrit  of  inquisildvenes,  which  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  prime  attributes  of  man,  whether  he  dwells  in 
the  city  or  the  desert.  Eternally  on  the  pry,  he  is  never  contented  until 
he  sees  the  strings  that  move  the  puppets ;  and,  though  bitter  experience 
must  have  often  assured  him  that  dissected  pleasures  can  charm  no  more, 
yet  is  peace  no  longer  his,  until  he  analyzes  and  unravels  their  inmost 
stmctnre.  How  beautiful  it  is,  to  gaze  upon  tike  deep  blue  ocean,  and 
watch  the  onward  progress  of  the  distant  sail  gently  and  placidly  gliding 
through  the  waters  ^'  like  a  thing  of  life ;"  but  how  any  thing  but  beauti- 
ful it  is  to  be  upon  its  deck  amidst  tar  and  cordage,  and  other  unpoetic 
Images,  with  a  soul  unattuned  to  nautical  nastiness,  and  a  stomach  unused 
to  a  ^'  dance  on  the  rocky  wave  !"  How  pleasant  it  is  to  '^  sit  beforie  the 
curtain"  of  old  Drury  or  the  Garden,  and  rivet  one's  eyes  upon  the  stage, 
the  scenery,  the  actors,  their  gorgeous  apparel,  and  the  glittering  dis. 
play  of  the  crowded  magnificence  and  spectacle  brought  within  the  field 
of  our  astonished  vision ;  but  how  any  thing  but  fascinating  are  the 
scenes  behind  the  scenes  !  the  tinsel  and  Dutch  gilt,  the  oil  and  brick- 
dust  cheeks,  the  rude  bustle,  the  perilous  discourtesies  of  candle-snuffers, 
scene-shifters,  and  other  important  artisans ;  heroines  Of  maidenly  purity^ 
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winking  at  4QubU  entendre  ;  emperora  ditciLuing  pots  of  BareUy'sdonlile 
X»  and  chivalrous  knights  .tossing  a  ha'|Mnny  for  a  supper  of  beef-steaks 
and  onion  sauce  !  Msgifi  i]lii«u>n»  merging  into  mockery  the  most  de. 
gracing  and  pitiable,  and  philosophic  man  sunk  into  the  buffooa !  Thus, 
alike  is  it,  whether  based  on  nature  er  on  art,  human  hi^ipiness  was  never 
meai^t  for  microscopic  examination.;  pleasure  may  not  be  crucibleJued. 
This  is  moumf ul,  and  true  as  it  is  mournful ;  yet,  wise  or  witless,  we  sll 
to  a  man  engage  ourselves  upon  these  inquisitorial  researches,  and  ao  &r 
the  folly  is  sanctified  by  its  universality.  The  truth  is,  whatever  iq  life 
ranges  under  the  mystification  of  secrecy,  is  the  object  of  busy  inquiry  ; 
concealment  goads  our  curiosity,  -an^  reckless  of  cost  or  consequence,  we 
aco  irresistibly  impelled  to  explore  the  mystery  of  all  hidden  things, 
whether  mighty  or  minute. 

This  passionate  thirst  after  information  upon  matters  not  within  the 
immediate  sphere  of  our  present  knowledge,  hiqipens  to  be  attended  by 
an  equally  passionate  impatience  at  all  existing  impediments ;  and  accor. 
dingly  most  of  us  are  wont  to  wax  over-much  irascible,  and  to  thunder 
forth  our  spleen,  at  every  supposable  obstacle  to  the  gratification  of  our 
craving.  It  is  not,  therefore,  very  difficult  to  account  for  the  ungentle 
mutterings  against  the  metropolitan  public  by  their  country  brethren, 
for  ilLnaturedly  withholding  the  required.  tea*table  tittlo-tattle  intelli. 
gence  upon  those  souroes  x»f  enjoyment  called  the  *'  Bights  of  London," 
whic^  the  comparatively  few  possess  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many.  .  ■ 

And  we  have  .been  led  into  these  profound  and  erudite  reflections,  by 
an  intention  which  has  suddenly  moved  us  to  indulge  that  portion  of  our 
multitudinous  readers,  whose  ignorance. is  consequent  upon  their  remote^ 
ness  from  **  the  great  emporium  of  the  world,"  with  an  occasional  goenp 
Qust  as  caprice  may  prick  us)  on  some  of  these  subjects ;  such  as  the  Ex- 
hibitions, the  Theatres,  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Lions  of  the  hour 
generally ;  what  they  are  like,  how  they  are  managed,  the  manner  of 
their  doings ;  and  to  hold,  in  short,  a  regular,  garrulous,  babbling  chit- 
chat "  all  about  them."  We  see  no  earthly  Deason,.if  tfai|i  species  o/  in« 
formation  be  covetable,  why,  we  being  willing,  they  nothing  loth,  it 
should  be  withheld:  and  it  shall  not.  .    . 

So,  as  we  have  just  done  whiling  away  our  morning  hours  there,  let  us 
begin" with  the  Exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Painters  in  Water  Colours. 

Continued  in  page  37& 


SCOTTISH  LAIRDS-^EMIGRATION. 

In  our  Magazine  for  May,  last  year,  we  endeavoured  to  describe  the 
distressed  state  of  .our  Scottish  Lairds,  and  their  tenantry.  Since  that 
time  a  whole  yiear  has  elapsed,  a  year  full  of  hope  and  expectation ;  but' 
the  prospects  of  the  tenantry  are  gloomier  than  ever.  All  the  expecta- 
tions formed  of  the  Reformed  Parliament  have  been  disappointed,  and 
it  is  found  to  differ  in  nothing  from  its  Boroughmonger  predecessors  but 
in  the  name.  All  hope  from  that  quarter  of  an  alleviation  of  their  bur- 
dens has  been  given  up  by  the  tenantry ;  while  the  changes  hoped  for 
in  the  Corn  Laws,  and  which,  it  is  seen,  must  ere  long  take  place,  at  once 
paralyze  their  e£Fort8,  and  depreciate  the  price  of  agricultural  produce, 
by  putting  a  stop  to  all  speculation  in  grain.  It  is  now  admitted  that, 
in  Scotland  at  least,  last  crop  did  not  exceed  an  average,  yet  during 
the  whole  winter  the  com  markets  have  been  exceedingly  dull,  and 
prices  have  fallen  almost  continually  since  harvest.    The  fiar  prices  of 
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wheat  are  about  ten  per  cent,  lower  than  last  year^  and  the  price  of 
other  grain  h^  also  been  proportionaUy  low,  go  that  the  tenftatrif,  in- 
stead  of  finding  themselves  able  .to  pay  off  the  debt*  wliieh  a  great  pro-   ' 
portion  of  them  had  incurred,  are  yearly  becoming  more  deeply  indebted 
to  their  landlords.     The  latter,  in  like  manner,   find  their  embarrass- 
ments daily  augmenting.     Their  rent  rolls,  no  doubt,  continue  undi- 
minished in  amount ;  but  the  rents  actually  received  bear  a  smaller  and 
smaller  proportion  to  those  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  their  tenants.    An 
effectual  remedy  for  the  landholders,  in  such  circumstances,  would  be  to 
contract  their  annual  expenditure,  and  to  revert  to  the  frugal  habits  of 
their  fathers  ;  but  during  the  war  a  taste  for  show  and  extravagance  was 
acquired  by  every  class  of  the  community  ;  and  nothing  is  more  difficult 
to  accomplish,  than  materially  to  redirce  our  expenditure,  while  continu- 
ing   to   reside   among  the  ordinary  circle  of  our  acquaintance.     The 
smiiller  proprietors,  almost  without  exception,  are  greatly  in  debt,  and 
they  find  it  impossible  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  difficulties  by 
selling  their  estates ;  for  the  lowering  aspect  of  the  political  horizon,  the 
uncertainty  of  the  effect  which  a  change  in  the  Com  Laws  may  produce 
on  the  value  of  land,  and  the  impoverished  state  of  the  tenantry,  render 
land  nearly  unsaleable. 

The  Scotch  proprietors  have  hitherto  suffered  less  than  their  tenantry. 
At  the  end  of  the  war,  agricultural  capital  was  abundant  in  Scotland ;  but 
under  the  double  operation  of  high  rents  and  low  prices,  it  has  almost 
entirely  disappeared,  and  nothing  more  can  now  be  expected  by  the 
landlords  than  what  the  soil  yields.  As  agricultural  capital  diminishes, 
the  soil  deteriorates.  Expensive  improvements  have  Ipng  since  ceased 
to  be  made.  In  the  best  counties,  there  is  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  lime  consumed  that  there  was  during  the  war,  and  a  slovenly  and 
scourging  system  of  agriculture  has  been  adopted  in  the  place  of  the  high 
fiirming  for  which  those  counties  were  formerly  distinguished.  Even, 
therefore,  where  rents  continue  to  be  regularly  paid,  the  proprietor  is 
rapidly  becoming  poorer,  for,  in  many  instances,  the  tenant  is  enabled 
to  pay  these  rents  only  by  deteriorating  the  soil,  and  thereby  diminish* 
ing  the  value  of  his  farm. 

Nor  is  this  the  whole  extent  of  the  evil.  The  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  farmers  who  have  of  late  years  emigrated  to  America,  and 
the  striking  contrast  which  their  flourishing  circumstances  present  to  the 
actual  state  and  future  prospects  of  those  who  have  remained  at  home> 
have  turned  the  attention  of  almost  the  whole  Scotch  tenantry  to  emi- 
gration. The  accounts  from  all  the  Scotch  ports  state  that  the  emi. 
grants  this  year  are  of  a  class  much  superior  to  that  which  has  preceded 
them.  Many  of  them  are  possessed  of  considerable,  and  a  few  of  large 
capitals.  Several  enterprising  farmers  are  at  present  in  Canada,  ex- 
amining the  country  thoroughly,  before  taking  the  decisive  step  of  set- 
tling there ;  and  if  they  report  favourably,  on  their  return  in  the  autumn, 
we  may  expect  next  spring  to  see  emigration  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent, of  the  wealthier  classes  of  the  tenantry.  In  some  counties  the 
landlords  have  already  taken-  the  alarm  at  the  threatened  desettion  of 
their  tenantry  ;  but,  in  most  instances,  they  have  not  the  means  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  the  evil  by  giving  a  large  abatement  gf  rent ;  for  even  with 
the  present  rents,  little  is  left  for  their  own  maintenance,  after  discharg. 
ing  the  interest  of  their  debts  and  family  provisions.  In  short,  unless  a 
favourable  change  takes  place  speedily^  ihe  ruin  of  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  smaller  Scot4;h  landed-proprietors  is  inevitable. 


M4 


INVOCATION  OF  THE  EARTH  TO  MORNlNGr 


Wakv  from  thy  izure  oceanplied, 

Oh  I  beautiful  siater,  Day ! 
Uplift  thy  geiii.tiara*d  head. 
And,  in  thy  vestal  robes  arrayed. 

Bid  tvirilight*8  gloom  give  way ! 
Wake,  dearest  sister !  the  dark-brow*d  night 
Delayeth  too  long  her  diowsy  flightr 

Most  glorious  art  thov,  sister  Day, 

Upon  thy  ehaiiot  throne. 
While  sitting  supreme  in  royal  sway^ 
Tliou  boldest  thy  high  effulgent  way. 

In  majesty  alone ; 
Till  into  thy  cloud*paTilion*d  home 
in  the  bumiAg  west  ihy^ootsteps  come; 

When  last  thy  parting  look  I  caught. 

Which  tum*d  to  smile  good-4iight, 
With  all  a  lover's  fondness  fraught, 
There  seem*d  not  in  the  universe  aught 

So  precious  in  thy  sight, 
As  thy  own  dear  Earth,  while  to  her  breast, 
She  folded  her  slumbering  babes  to  rest. 

I  hear  the  sparkling  midnight  spheres 

Rehearse  the  choral  hymn. 
Which  yet,  ere  earth  was  stain'd  with  tearr, 
Burst  on  the  joy««ntranced  ears 

Of  holy  seraphim ; 
While  the  lofty  blue  empyrean  rang,. 
As  the  morning  stars  together  sang. 

Oh,  many  a  joyous  mountain  rill,. 

And  many  a  rustling  stream, 
Calm  lake  and  glassy  fbuntain  still. 
Tall  grove  and  silent,  mi8t>clad  hill^ 

Long  for  thy  coming  beam  I 
Uprouse  thee,  then,  fairest  sister  dear  f 
For  all  are  pining  thy  voice  to  hear. 

With  trembling  and  impatient  wing, 

My  birds  on  every  spray 
Await,  thy  welcome  forth  to  sing 

With  many  a  melting  lay ; 
Then  wherefore,  beautiful,  linger  so  long  ? 
Earth  sighs  to  greet  thee  with  shout  and  song. 

Thy  flower,*  her  vigil  lone  hath  kept, 

With  love*s  untiring  care  ; 
Tho*  round  her  pinks  and  violets  slept, 
She  wakefully  hath  watchM  and  wept, 

Unto  the  dewy  air ; 
And  like  a  desolate  bride  she  waits. 
For  the  opening  of  her  lover's  gates. 

Oh !  then,  arise,  fair  sister  dear ! 

Awake,  beloved  Day  1 
For  many  a  silent  trembling  tear. 
Falls  on  my  breast  like  diamond  deaiv 

1^  grief  for  thy  delay. 
From  the  rosy  bowers  of  the  orient  skiei^ 
Then  up»  sweetest  sister,  arise,  arise  I 

•  TTbe  Sunflower. 
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TI.TI  AND  SCAMP-Ti  5 

OR 

THE  DISADVANTAGES  OF  FRATERNAL  AFFINITY : 
As  exemplified  in  the  complaint  of  a  Siamese  Twin, 

«f  ■■  We  grew  together ; 

Like  to  s  doable  cherry,  seemiog  parted, 
fiat  yet  an  union  in  partition.'* 

8II4KBFB4BI. 

*'  The  Miseries  of  Human  Life"  I  have  read,  with  little  sympathy  for 
the  manifold  grieyances  so  pompously  enumerated  in  its  mock-pathetie 
pages.  It  is,  at  most,  hut  a  chequered  history  of  petty  privations,  and 
inconsiderable  annoyances ;  many  of  them  merely  ideal,  and  the  greater 
portion  more  capable  of  exciting  our  risibility  than  our  pity.  But  to 
whatever  degree  of  commiseration  I  may  have  beeh  moved,  by  the  pe- 
rusal  of  that  celebrated  work,  the  several  sufferings  so  ostentatiously 
recounted  by  its  author,  sink  into  utter  insignificance,  when  compared 
with  the  multitudinous  vexations  to  which  1  have  myself  been  subject^ 
without  intermission,^  from  the  melancholy  moment  that  ushered  me 
into  existence,  to  the  instant  I  have  chosen  for  the  narration  of  those 
painful  circumstances  which  combine  to  render  it  so  oppressive. 

I  am  one  of  the  unfortunate  two  who  have  arrived  at  an  unenviable 
notoriety,  under  the  designation  of  "  The  Siamese  Twins ;"  and  with 
ray  birth  commenced  that  series  of  afflictions  which  forms  the  unhappy 
topic  of  this  heart-wrung  lamentation. 

Placed  in  the  scale  against  the  inconveniences  I  endure  incessantly, 
the  heavy  sorrows  that  press,  like  Burking  incubi,  upon  my  harassed 
spirits, — Bunyan's  Pilgrim's  burden,  and  the  little  old  man  who  clung 
«o  pertinaciously  to  the  shoulders  of  Sinbad  the  sailor,  were  but  as 
feather-weight  encumbrances.  Hinc  ilia  lachryma  !  But  it  is  vain  to 
weep,  since  tears  cannot  dissolve  our  inauspicious  partnership. 

The  world,  in  general,  has  long  been  under  an  egregiously  erroneous 
impression,  in  reference  to  our  actual  condition ;  supposing  a  sincere, 
pure  friendship,  and  a  fervent,  disinterested  fellowship,  to  subsist  be. 
tween  us ; — and  one  gentleman,  in  particular,  who  professes  an  equal 
partiality  for  us  both,  deceived  by  appearances  of  congeniality  of  dispo. 
sition,  and  community  of  tastes,  ideas,  and  opinions,  presented  us  each, 
a  {%yf  days  since,  with  a  copy  of  a  poem  he  had  written  in  commenda- 
tion of  what  he  was  pleased  to  term  '*  The  interesting  state  of  concord 
in  which  we  lived."  These  are  the  verses ;  and,  if  fiction  be  the  test  ai 
poetry,  the  composition  is  all-perfect : — 

ODE 

TO  "  THE  SIAMESE  YOUTHS.^ 
'•  Fciiieet  tcr  eC  ampliui  quoe  Irmpta  tenet  copula.*' 

O  ever  matched,  yet  matchlen  twain, — 
Sons  of  Siam  !— my  muse  would  fain 

Bepraiae  your  comely  looks  and  stature  .* 
She  well  may  say,  <<  Ah,  sure  a  pair 
Was  never  seen,**— at  show  or  fair,-— 

«  So  justty  formM  to  meet  by  nature  T 

Without  offence,  she  may  presume 
You*re  of  the  politics  of  Hume, 

And  grace  {he  Radical  communion : 

VOL.    III. ^NO,   XV.  Z 


306  Ti'  Ti  and  Scamp-  Ti  ;  or 

Nor  with  falie  Whigs  or  Tories  mix, 
Bat  firmly  stick  with  AttwootVt  Sticki,* 
Two  constant  members  of  **  The  Unioru^ 

«  There  is  a  mystic  thread  of  life'* 
That  binds  you  fast  as  man  and  wife, 

In  most  inexplicable  tether : 
Nay,  more  united  is  your  state, 
For  man  and  wife  oft  separate ^ 

And  still  we  find  pou  hold  together. 

While  friendship's  like  a  hdUow  kernel, 
To  prove  the  strength  of  tie  fraternal. 

Nature  hath  shown  this  striking  parity  : 
Yet  thus,  hut  one  to  make  of  two, 
However  it  may  seem  to  you^ 

Appears  to  me  a  eingutarity  ! 

Though,  haply,  you  are  not  so  stupid 
As  to  be  influenced  by  Cupid, 

Yet  still  I  cannot  cease  to  think,  boys, 
Your  constancy  (which  well  might  try  men  J 
Proyes  each  of  you  to  be  a  Hymen, 

Especially  since  both  are  Hnk-hoyn ! 

Some  brothers  shew,  with  faces  scratch'd. 
But  you*re  inseparably  attached  ; 

And  though  no  marriage  bells  may  jingle 
For  you, — in  bondage  doomed  to  dwell,— 
Yet  still  no  tantalizing  ^belle 

Can  justly  say,  that  you  are  single. 

By  ^  single  blessedness"  e*er  cursed 
You  cannot  be — fate  do  the  worst — 

Then  never  be  your  lot  diyide4 : 
The  peace  you.  keep,  although  no  tsives, 
And,  as  you'i-e  "  lovely  in  your  lives," 

You  should  not  be  in  <^  death  divided.^ 

This  certainly  is  an  agreeable  picture  of  identity  of  interestg  and  in- 
alinations — a  pleasing  representation  of  connatural  feelings  and  affec- 
tions, of  mutual  harmony  of  mind,  and  reciprocally.reflected  happiness  : 
—-but,  alas !  it  is  only  a  picture, — a  mere  adumbrant  outline,  filled  up  by 
fancy,  and  coloured  by  exaggeration, — and  possesses,  so  far  as  regards 
the  subject  that  suggested  it,  but  few  features,  indeed,  exhibiting  a  re- 
semblance. For  although,  from  the  peculiarity  of  our  physical  conforma* 
tion,  it  may  be  said,  in  the  language  of  our  poetical  panegyrist,  that  we 
are  inseparably  attached,  yet,  if  the  difference  of  our  mental  constitution, 
the  discordancy  of  our  principles,  and  the  disagreement  of  our  opinions 
and  sentiments,  be  considered,  it  must  be  at  once  acknowledged  that  we 
are  wide  as  the  poles  asunder  ! 

Like  the  anomalous  union  between  England  and  Hibernia,  my  compul- 
sory  connexion  with  my  yoke-fellow,  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  has  been 
productive  of  nothing  but  a  contrariety  of  interests,  a  repulsive  exacerba- 
tion of  temper,  explosive  ebullitions  of  anger,  and  an  endless  succession 
of  acrimonious  disputations.  Thus,  by  our  uncomfortable  adunation,  we 
are  each  about  as  pleasantly  situated  as  a  persecuted  cur  with  a  canister 
or  a  kettle  appended  to  his  catastrophe.  But  '^  thereby  hangs  a  tale,** 
the  recital  of  which  I  must  defer  until  a  future  opportunity. 

Our  first  contention  was  occasioned  by  the  desire  of  each  to  establish 
the  superiority  of  eldership  ;  but  after  many  ineffectual  bickerings,  and 

repeated  references  to  all  our  relatives,  our  controversy  settled  ultimately 

■  —        ■•■ »i — 

*  It  may  be  supposed  that  the  author  here  alludes  to  the  fable  of  <<  The  Bundle  of 
Sticks,**  as  exemplUyin^  the  strength  and  efficacy  of  union. 
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into  an  admitted  equality  of  pretension  on  the  score  of  seniority — the 
several  impartial  authorities  to  whom  we  had  committed  the  adjudication  of 
the  matter,  being  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a  tie  between  ue  I 

The  extreme  dissimilarity  of  our  tastes  was  unequivocally  manifested, 
throughout  the  entire  periods  of  our  infancy  and  boyhood,  in  the  rejec- 
tion or  adoption  of  those  several  pastimes  and  amusements  which  usually 
employ  the  minds  of  youth,  in  its  rapid  passage  through  the  brighter  por- 
tions of  life's  weary  pilgrimage.  But  on  our  arrival  in  England,  the  per- 
verse spirit  of  opposition  with  which  we  are  respectively  possessed,  was 
fitill  more  signally  exhibited.  We  had  no  sooner  landed  at  Dover,  than  I 
took  a  piMB  heside  the  driver  oi  oam  of  thosA  numerous  vehicles  which 
ply  between  that  town  and  the  metropolis ;  but  to  deetrey  at  once  the 
pleasure  1  had  anticipated  from  the  journey,  my  discordant  kalf  hooked 
bimself  for  an  inside  situation  ;  and,  knowing  my  dislike  to  ride  with  my 
back  towards  the  horses,  constrained  me  to  occupy  a  position  which  never 
fails  to  stir  up  within  me  an  intestine  revolution. 

It  being  our  intention  to  reside  in  this  country  for  an  indefinite  period, 
we  found  it  necessary  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  language  ;  and 
commencing  our  ABC,  &c.  together,  when  he  had  made  himself  master 
of  the  letter  O,  he  employed  it  on  every  occasion  to  interrupt  and  irri- 
tate me.  This  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  did  in  imitation  of  certain 
parties  in  the  House  of  Commoqs,  who  use  it  continually  to  drown  the 
sentiments  of  those  that  have  the  courage  to  raise  their  voices  against 
corruption,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  empire.  "  Oh !  Oh  I"  is  their 
constant  exclamation ;  and  this  little  monosyllable-— multiplied  by  itera- 
tion— comprises  the  contents  of  almost  every  parenthesis  that  occurs  in 
the  reported  proceedings  of  Britain's  ill-mannered  representatives.  I 
cannot  indeed  deny,  that  he  has  made  a  rapid  progress  in  the  English 
tongue ;  but  have  justly  to  complain,  that  his  acquirement  has  been  the 
cause  of  many  wards  between  us. 

We  had  not  been  long  in  London  before  we  embraced  very  different 
tenets,  both  religious  and  political.  /  became  a  convert  to  Catholicism, 
and  he  an  enthusiastic  proselyte  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Irvingites  !  One 
of  the  consequences  of  this  state  of  things  is,  that  when,  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  I  go  out  with  the  determination  of  shaping  my  course  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel  in  Moorfields,  I  am  forced,  nolens  volens,  to  Irving's 
Tabernacle  in  Newman  Street,  to  be  edified  by  the  manifestation  of  the 
Spirit,  and  instructed  by  the  unintelligible  jargon  of  the  "  unknown 
tongues,"  in  which,  by  the  way,  my  brother  boasts  of  being  a  proficient. 
A  few  days  ago,  this  circumstance  led  to  an  occurrence,  the  recoUection 
of  which  is  still  to  me  the  source  of  considerable  discomfort.  We  had 
been  together  (of  course !)  in  the  City,  when  he  dragged  me,  literally, 
into  the  far-famed  fishmarket  of  Billingsgate,  where,  eager  to  display 
the  power  of  inspiration,  he  harangued  the  piscatory  ladies  of  that  cele- 
brated seat  of  eloquence.  They  soon  convinced  him,  however,  that  in 
the  ffi/t  of  tongues  they  were  supereminent ;  and  from  words,  proceed- 
ing to  stronger  arguments,  I — though  innocent  of  even  the  intention  of 
contending  with  them — received  a  dab  in  the  dexter  eye,  and  a  plaice 
in  the  sinister  ;  and,  turning  to  expostulate,  was  answered  by  a  cod's 
head  and  shoulders,  which  were  hurled  against  mine  with  an  impetus  so 
powerful,  that  I  and  my  constant  companion  were  laid  upon  the  earth  as 
flat  Bs  flounders,  and  put  completely  hors  de  combat,  amidst  the  exulting 
shouts  of  the  triumphant  Amazons. 

Being  *one  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moorfields,  I  proposed  to  my 
usually  untractable  comrade,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Chapel,  and  was 

Z  2 
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agreeably  surprised  by  bis  immediate  acquiescence :  But  I  baTe  subae^ 
quently  ascertained  tbat  his  inducement  was  to  view  tbe  exquisite  paint*, 
ings  it  contains, — ^his  curiosity  having  been  raised  by  a  florid  description 
of  them  he  had  listened  to  a  short  time  before.  We  entered  while  service 
was  being  performed ;  and,  anxious  to  join  in  the  devotional  act  of  the 
congregation,  I  begged  of  him  to  kneel  down  with  me, — as  I  could  not 
well  indulge  in  my  genuflections  without  his  participating  in  the  cere- 
mony, — but.  Oh  ye  powers !  how  was  I  shocked  and  terrified,  when 
rudely,  audibly,  and  angrily,  he  cried  out,  that  he  would  see  me  damned 
first !  In  order  to  avoid  a  farther  profanation,  I  hurried  out  of  the 
temple,  without  '^benefit  of  clergy,"  but  not  without  resolving  in  my 
mind  to  see  him  in  Tartarus,  (I  don't  mean  the  priest !)  before  J  again 
consented  to  make  one  of  his  party  at  the  ^'  feast  of  tongues." 

With  respect  to  politics,  my  brother  Scamp-Ti  (for  that  is  his  name) 
is  a  member  of  the  Conservative  Club ;  and  I  have  been  admitted  among 
the  Radicals  of  Theobald's  Road  !  During  the  Wellington  administra- 
tion  he  was  a  decided  Tory ;  but  since  the  Whigs,  acceding  to  power, 
have  proved  their  determination  to  surpass  their  predecessors  in  the 
destruction  of  popular  freedom,  and  in  maintaining  the  reign  of  tyranny, 
he  has  adopted  the  principles  of  the  remorseless  Stanley,  and  avowed  him. 
self,  *'unto  the  death,"  the  inexorable  enemy  of  the  people.  I,  on  the  other 
hand,  blush  to  acknowledge  that  I  have  been  a  Whig, — deceived  by  their 
patriotic  speeches  and  protestations  while  in  opposition ;  but  since  they 
have  thrown  away  the  mask,  and  exhibited  themselves  in  their  native 
hideousness,  not  having  the  fear  of  the  tread-mill  before  them,  for  inde^ 
cent  exposure,  I  leave  them  to  oflBce  and  execration,  and  am,  what  I  am 
persuaded  every  honest  man  must  be,  an  unflinching  Radical. 

The  great,  the  truly  great  O'ConneU,  the  master  spirit  of  his  country, 
the  intellectual  sun,  in  whose  effulgence  the  mire-bom  pretensions  of  the 
ignis  fatuus  Stanley,  turn  pale,  and  expire  in  their  putrescence — ^has 
wrought  conviction  in  my  mind  on  every  question  he  so  eloquently  advo- 
cates ;  and  on  one  in  particular,  he  found  no  difficulty  whatever  in  bring, 
ing  me  over  at  once  to  his  opinion,— namely,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
Repeal  of  the  Union  /  This,  indeed,  is  a  subject  that  affects  me  person. 
aUy. 

In  reference  to  Church  Reform,  I  am  decidedly  for  the  abolition  of 
pluralities ;  since  no  individual  of  the  community  has  ever  experienced 
more  serious  inconvenience  from  double  limngs, — Of  the  immediate  emi^n- 
cipation  of  the  unhappy  Negroes,  I  am  also  a  strenuous  supporter ;  and 
were  I  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  I  should,  on  all  occasions, 
be  found  most  nnxious  to  dimde  in  favour  of  the  measure.  Were  I  in 
the  House,  I  would  likewise  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  instant  removal  of 
the  restriction  under  which  I  am  myself  a  sufferer, — institute  an  inquiry 
with  respect  to  all  bonded  articles, — ^move  for  the  abrogation  of  the  sta- 
tute of  limitation, — ^and  vote  for  every  motion  tending  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  the  subject. 

There  is  no  affair  that  engenders  between  us  (my  brother  and  myself) 
so  deadly  an  animosity  as  that  of  politics  ;  and  it  is  only  a  few  evenings 
since  I  took  up  a  favourite  periodical — an  admirable  number  of  Tail — 
and  was  engaged  in  a  very  agreeable  tSte^Mte  with  the  charming  Miss 
Martineau — delighted  with  her  amusing  and  instructive  observations, 
when  the  incorrigible  Scamp-Ti,  snatching  up  a  Blackwood,  read  aloud, 
with  provoking  emphasis,  a  most  pestilent  tirade  against  Radicalism ; 
and  not  satisfied  with  this  unmannerly  exhibition  of  his  petty  malice. 
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threw  my  valued  "  Bdinhurgh  "  into  the  fire ;  but,  in  return,  I  speedUy 
sent  "  Old  Ebony  "  after  it,  and  both  yrwe  instantly  in  a  blaze  I  Indeed 
the  contents  of  these  Magaxinee  ignited  like  so  much  gunpowder,— the 
articles  in  each  being,  in  the  highest  degree  combustible.  Methinks  I 
already  hear  the  respective  proprietors  exclaiming  angrily  against  the 
profanation ;  and  swearing,  by  the  heads  of  Brougham  and  Buchanan, 
that  it  was  a  burning  shame  ! 

As  soon  as  this  unseemly  ebullition  of  excitement  had  abated,  we  sate 
down ;  and,  there  being  pens  and  ink  upon  the  table,  I  fell  into  a  train 
of  thinking,  induced  by  my  recent  readings  in  "  The  People's  Magazine ;" 
and  wishing  to  try  my  hand  at  a  composition  in  English  verse,  the  fol- 
owjng  is  the  product  of  my  labours : — 

THE  FALL  OF  THE  BOROU6H8. 

AiB — «  A  frog  hs  would  a  womng  go.** 

The  Whigi  they  would  reforming  go,— 

<<  Heigho  !'*  said  Croker,— 
Whether  the  Tories  would  let  them  or  no, 
Who  mnsterM  their  gangy  to  aviert  the  dnad  blow, 
From  nomination  gammon  and  knayery,*- 

^  Heigho  r  said  Croker. 

First  Wetherell  hastily  donnM  his  oldhat,_ 

«  Heigho !"  said  Croker,— 
And  Scarlett  they  met  in  the  shape  of  a  rat^ 

And  Sogdcny—ctMii  multU^^~hvL%  that  is  their  lat 

In  hocus  poou9,  gammon  and  knavery^— 

«  Heigho  1"  said  Croker. 

«<  Sir  Scarlett,  odd  rat  it !  and  how  do  you  do  P'— 

«  Heigho  r  said  Cxoker,-* 
"  Tve  a  touch  of  the  cholera, — pray  how  are  you  ?** 
«  *Tis  JQst  so  with  m«,— don't  you  think  I  look  blus, 
With  my  nomination  gammon  and  knavery  P** 

«<  Heigho  r  said  Croker. 

On  they  went  to  St  Stephen's  old  hallr-^ 

«  Heigho  I"  said  Croker^— 
There  was,  on  that  day,  of  the  Commons  a  call, 
To  fix  if  the  Boroughs  shoidd  flourish  or  fall. 
With  their  nomination  gammon  and  bribery,— 

<<  Heigho  I*«  saidCioker. 

<<  Sir  Robert,  Sir  Robert,  and  are  you  come  in  f— 

Heigho!"  said  Croker, — 
<<  Yes,  yeai,  my  dear  Croke^  and  I'm  going  to  spin 
A  speech  against  time,  that  a  respite  shall  win 
For  our  noihination  gammon  and  knavery"— 

«  Heigho  I«*  said  Croker. 

«  Good  Speaker,"  quoth  Sibby,*  «  pray  give  us  a  song"_ 

«  Heigho  I"  said  Croker,_ 
But  Manners  cried  ^  Order !" — for  Sibby  was  wrong ; 
He  bowed,*-4nd  then  Perceval  preach*d  very  long 
About  mastication,  gammon  and  tpinach, — 

«  Heigho  r  said  Croker. 


*  I  have  been  indefatigable  in  my  inquiries,  and  found  that  there  was  no  Mr.  Sibby 
in  the  last  Parliament :  the  only  name  I  could  discover  which  bears  any  affinity  to 
it,  is  that  of  a  Colonel  Sibthorpe.  The  incident  alluded  to,  I  have  also  ascertained, 
occurred  upon  another  occasion ;  and  to  an  individual  of  a  very  different  stamp.  The 
following  is  the  fact  u. 

The  late  celebrated  Mr.  Peter  Finnerty,  a  very  eminent  reporter,  had  been  in  the 
Hooae  of  Commons  on  a  certain  evening,  when  the  discussion  of  an  important  ques- 
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Just  th«n  at  the  doors  there  was  heard  a  loud  din, — 

«  Heighot**  said  Crokery— 
The  Grejf  Whig  griinallciiis  came  tumbling  in, — 
And  flz*d  were  the  rciitf  as  if  caught  in  a  gin, 
With  their  nomination  gammon  and  knayery,-^ 

«  HeighoT  said  Croker, 

Uprose  Johnny  Russell,  elated  and  warm,— 

«  Heigho  !*"  said  Croker,.. 
And  steerM  on,  in  safety,  his  hark  through  the  storm, 
StirrM  up  by  the  demons  opposed  to  relbirm, 
Of  nmnination  gammon  and  bribery^— 

«  Heigho  r  saidCroker. 

Proud  Stanley  floored  Dawson,  at  once^  with  a  fhiwis — 

«  Heigho  r*  said  Croker,_ 
OTonnell  gare  Wetherell  a  crack  on  the  crows, 
Then  up  stood  Macauley,  and  knockM  Croker  down. 
Who  went  roiljf  pollpy  gammon  and  knaTery,^. 

<<  My  eye  T  said  Croker. 

Next  Schedule  A  open'd  its  mammoth-like  jaws,— . 

«  Heigho  I"  said  Croker,— 
And  swallowed  Old  Sarum  at  once  and  St  Mawes  E 
While  many  more  boroughs  expired  in  its  clause^ 
With  their  nomination  gammon  and  bribery,— 

«AUupr  saidCroker. 

The  Ultras,  perceiving  an  end  to  their  pranks^ 

«  Heigho  !"  said  Croker,— 
Arise  in  succession,  but  shake  on  their  shanka ; 
Corfe  Castle  is  crush M,  and  theyVe  fears  for  their  Banket! 
And  nomination,  gammon  and  bribery,— 

«  It's  no  joke  /"  said  Croker. 

The  system's  overthrown, — though  supported  with 
«  Where's  BagsV^  said  Croker,_ 

The  great  cotton^pinner  is  push'd  from  the  wkeely 

And  sentence  is  passM,  without  hope  of  a  Peel  ! 

On  nomination  gammon  and  bribery, — 
«  Airs  lost !"  says  Croker. 

And  thus,  the  sad  fate  of  the  boroughs  we 

«  Heigho  !"  says  Croker^— 
The  Torys  to  madness  are  ttung  by — A.  B.  ! 
The  faction  is  fallen,  and  Britain  is  free 
From  nomination  gammon  and  knavery, — 

«  Good  night !"  says  Croker. 


tion  connected  with  the  political  interests  of  the  country  had  been  appointed  to  take 
place.  The  Speaker,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  members,  had  been  seated 
for  some  time  in  death-like  silence— the  awful  precursor  of  the  stormy  debate  which 
was  soon  afterwards  to  ensue ;  when,  by  way  of  prelude  to  the  proceedings,  and  to 
scare  away  the  blue  devils  which  seemed  to  approach  him  from  a  green  bag  upon  the 
table,  Finnerty  (in  the  rich  fiilness  of  his  native  brogue^, — for  he  was  an  Irishman) 
suddenly  dissolved  the  solemnity  which  had  so  long  enchained  the  tongues  of  ^  the 
collective^"  by  abruptly  exclaiming — ^  Mr.  Speaker,  TU  trouble  you  for  a  songP 
The  exclamation  was  succeeded  by  a  brief  pause  of  astonishment ;  but  so  flagrant  a 
hreach  of  privilege  was  not  to  be  passed  over ;  and  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  de- 
spatched to  take  the  offender  into  custody.  When  the  man  of  authority  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  gallery,  the  imperturbable  Peter,  with  inimitable  mock  gravity,  and 
exquisite  pantomimic  grace,  pointed  to  an  individual  a  few  seats  before  him.  This 
person  was  arrayed  in  the  garb  of  ^  The  Society  of  Friends,"  and  loolccd  the  perso- 
nification of  taciturnity  and  drcorum :  in  the  defence  of  his  freedom,  however,  the 
spirit  moved  him  to  unwonted  eloquence.  But  remonstrance  was  in  vain.  Poor 
Obadiah,  or  Mr.  Peace,  (I  do  not  exactly  recollect  his  name,)  was  consigned  to  du- 
rance vile;  and  the  eccentric  son  of  Erin  exulted  in  the  impunity  with  which  his 
unparalleled  explosion  of  waggery  had  been  attended ! — Typo. 
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I  had  scarcely  finished,  when  the  provoking  Scamp.Ti,— ^who  had  ob- 
served tbe  theme  I  had  been  employed  on,-— and  occupied  himself  the 
while,  in  penning  an  eulogium  on  one  of  the  Tories,  whom  he  knew 
I  held  in  detestation, — recited  aloud  the  ensuing  stanzas,  of  which  I 
have  subsequently  obtained  a  copy  :— 

THE    MARQUIS. 
AiB — RoyU  W\fe. 

Gkxius  dwells  with  Londonderry^* 

Arguing^  with  Londonderry ; 
Uie  wit  immense,  for  eommonsenw 

Has  no  effect  on  Londonderry ! 
His  heart  is  hraye,  his  brain  is  clear, . 

His  fame  obliyion  cannot  bury  ; 
A  man  unmatch*d — a  peerless  peer, 

Is  nature^s  darling,  Londonderry. 

A  mighty  pillar  of  the  state, 

A  prop  that  well  sustains  the  Cleri- 
Cals, — who  must  have  bowM  to  fate 

Ere  now,  but  for  Lord  Londonderry. 
His  spirit  proud  no  force  can  quell, 

Till  Styx  be  passed,  In  Charon*s  ferry ; 
And  thence  should  he  descend  to  h — , 

Beware,  old  Nick,  of  Londonderry  I 

Before  policemen  were  array'd, 

Strange  feats  were  done  by  Tom  and  Jerry ; 
But  queerer  pranks  have  oft  been  played. 

In  later  days,  by  I^ndonderry. 
He  spoke  for  Lusitania^s  Lord« 

Well  primed  with  port, — perhaps  with  sherry ; 
And  since,  'tis  said,  a  rich  reward 

From  Miguel  came  to  Londonderry. 

Though  lately  rid  of  many  a  pane^ 

He^s  solemn  still,  and  seldom  merry ; 
No  weathercock, — although  a  Vane, 

Is  sometimes  callM  Lord  Londonderry. 
Demosthenes  made  speeches  fine^ 

And  CsBsar,  Cicero,  and  Peri- 
Cles, — but  did  they  erer  shine 

In  eloquence,  like  Londonderry  ? 

He  fears  no  shaft  of  ridicule. 

Though  shot  by  Brougham,  or  Dan  of  Kerry  ; 
And,  save  when  roused,  be*s  calm  and  cool ; 

Sweet,  eyen-temper'd  I..ondonderry  I 
In  danger's  face  he'll  swear  and  airse. 

Enough  to  frighten  Mister  Terry- 
Alt ,  as  once  he  scared  the  nurse^ 

Who  trembles  still  at  Londonderry. 

I  know  not  if  his  natal  day 

In  April  be  or  February ; — 
But  this  I  know,  no  common  clay 

Could  make  a  I<ord  like  I^ondonderry ! 
The  Whigs,  methinks,  are  all  too  dull 

To  guide  the  Coiatitution's  wherry ; 
They  want  the  aid  of  such  a  $cull 

As  nature  gave  to  I..ondouderry, 
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Newcastle,  ChaodM,  Winchcltea, 

And  Dawson,  Goullmro,  Peel,  and  Hemes 
May  club  their  wit, — ^bnt  'tn-ill  not  be 

A  match  for  gallant  LondonderryV 
To  mobs  he  bath  high  spirit  shewn : 

Bad  was  their  treatment  of  him— rerj  I 
For  some  threw  sludge,  and  one  a  stone 

Against  the  pate  of  Londonderry. 

(venins  dwells  with  Londonderry,— 

Arguing  with  Londonderry  ; 
Use  wit  immense,  for  commonsense 

Has  no  effect  .on  Londonderry  ! 

Thus — whatever  object  1  may  select  for  my  amusement^  or  whatcrer 
wndertaking  I  embark  in — I  am  sure  to  be  opposed  and  thwarted  by  the 
xemonelesa  Scamp-Tt. 

During  the  period  recently  occupied  in  the  formation  of  a  crew  for  the 
expedition  to  the  North  Pole^  in  search  of  Captain  Ross  and  his  brave 
companions^  he  declared  his  determination  to  make  one  of  the  adventur- 
ous party ;  merely  because  I  had^  some  time  before,  expressed  a  desire  to 
spend  a  season  in  the  south  of  France  for  the  benefit  of  my  health.  From 
this  resolution^  however^  I  succeeded  with  difficulty  in  dissuading  him  ; 
but  now  that  Ireland  is  robbed  of  the  last  vestige  of  her  liberties  by  his 
darling  Whigs,  he  insists  on  an  immediate  visit  to  that  long-oppressed 
and  terrifically-misgoverned  country.  Should  I  be  unable  to  prevent 
him  from  fulfilling  his  intention,  I  have  reason  to  anticipate  the  most 
disastrous  consequences.  By  law — or  rather  by  that  act  of  Parliament 
which  abrogates  every  thing  which  bears  even  the  semblance  of  rational 
law,  in  the  sister  island — it  is  declared,  that  any  persons  attending  any 
meetingwhatsoever^disapprovedof  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  maybe  forced 
before  a  court-martial^  and^  without  the  concurrence  of  judge  or  jury,  (for 
there  is  neither,)  transported^  at  the  discretion  of  the  muftis  of  the  mus- 
taches, and  the  Solons  of  the  sword  and  sash.  Now,  as  the  intrepid  pa- 
triot O'Connell  has  proved  incontrovertibly,  that  two  may  be  considered 
as  constituting  a  meeting,  and  as  we  are  two^  and  incapable  of  separating, 
even  at  the  command  of  a  magistrate*— which,  by  the  way,  is  no  longer 
necessary — we  may  be  taken  before  the  gentry  of  the  drum-head,  (the 
only  head  that  is  requisite  on  these  occasions — thanks  to  the  Satrap 
Stanley,  and  his  "guerre  d  outrance  .'") — ^and  after  undei^oing  the  mock- 
ery  of  a  trial  by  this  Turkish  tribunal,  we  may  find  ourselves  to-day  ia 
(?Ork  or  Dublin,  and  to-morrow,  as  Cobbett  says,  in  Botany  Bay ! 

'<  Could  great  men  thunder, 
As  Jove  himself  does,  Jove  would  ne*er  be  quiet ; 
.For  every  pelting,  petty  officer, 
Would  use  his  heaven  for  thunder ; 
Nothing  but  thunder.^..— ^Merciful  Heaven ! 
Thou  rather,  with  thy  sharp  and  sulphurous  bolt, 
Split*st  the  uuwedgeable  and  gnarled  oak 
Than  the  soft  myrtle  I    O,  hut  man,  proud  man ! 
DressM  in  a  little  brief  authority, 
(Most  ignorant  of  what  he*8  most  assurM, 
His  glassy  essence,)  like  an  angry  ape. 
Plays  such  fantastic  tricks  before  high  Heaven 
As  make  the  angels  weep.^ 

But  1  leave  the  Right  Honourable,  *'  The  Ram  of  Derby,"  and  his 
^"higgish  colleagues,  to  the  patriotic  achievement  of  trampling  down 
the  fences  of  the  Constitution,  and  reaping,  with  the  W/A-hook  of  their 
relentless  despotism,  blood-sprinkled  laurels  from  the  ravaged  plains  of 
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Hibemia.  Theirs  is  the  guilt  or  the  glory  of  liberticide;  and  long  may 
they  eiyoy  the  solace  of  their  own  reflections  J  The  clear  exposure  of 
their  nefarious  motives  and  designs  by  the  mightiest  of  Erin's  champions, 
and  the  welLearned  castigation  they  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of 
the  witty  and  powerful  editor  of  the  Examiner,  have  justly  consigned 
them  to  the  eternal  scorn  and  indignation  of  an  outraged  empire.  But 
a  trace  for  the  present  to  the  political  sources  of  my  uneasiness,  and 
now  to  resume  Uie  history  of  my  domestic  sorrows^ 

Among  the  innumerable  grievances  for  which  I  seek  a  species  of 
jdleviation  in  the  solace  of  complaint,  there  is  one  which  is  every  day 
served  up  to  me  as  regularly  as  my  dinner.  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  influenced  by  an  antipathy  to  certain  articles  of  food,  with  all  of 
which,  one  day  or  another,  my  good-natured  brother  provides  himself, 
for  his  own  consumption,  and  for  the  purpose  of  disgusting  me  with 
even  the  dishes  for  which  I  have  a  predilection.  Cheese,  in  particular, 
he  is  aware  that  I  cannot  abide  the  eight  of;  and  to  polony  puddinge  I 
Jkave  an  invincible  aversion  ; — the  consequence  is,  that  he  revels,  like  a 
Welchman,  on  the  former — Stilton,  Cheshire,  and  double  Gloucester ; 
and  surfeits  himself  with  sausages,  savalays,  and  polonies,  for  no  other 
reason  than  because  he  knows  it  makes  me  miserable !  Then,  again, 
aware  that  I  am  a  member  of  "  The  Temperance  Society,"  he  drinks 
ardent  spirits  to  intoxication,  and  avails  himself  of  every  opportunity 
of  adulterating  my  simple  beverage,  water,  by  impregnating  it  with 
brandy,  rum,  gin,  and  whisky;  and  laughs,  with  demoniac  exultation, 
when  I  unconsciottsly  swaUow  a  portion  of  the  infernal  distillation ! 
Bnt  this  is  not  the  extent  of  my  endurance,  from  the  effects  of  his  in* 
corrigible  addiction  to  drunkenness.  '*  Flushed  with  the  Tuscan  grape," 
or  more  frequently  with  meaner  liquors,  he  dallies  forth  into  the  crowded 
streets  of  the  metropolis,  '*  reeling  ripe  for  sport,"— engages  in  a  row 
with  the  police  or  with  the  popidace, — ^forcing  me  with  him  into  every 
danger,  and  in  which,  although  entirely  unoffending,  I  am  generally  the 
greater  sufferer.  His  adventures,  indeed,  are  commonly  terminated  by 
our  incarceration  in  one  of  the  station-houses,  where  I  am  compelled,  in 
my  sober  senses,  to  keep  him  company,  and  sit  till  morning  in  some  close 
solitary  cell,  ^'  like  Patience  on  a  monument,  smiling  at  Grief."  Some. 
times  he  provokes  a  private  quarrel  with  a  gentleman, — exchanges  his 
card,  (Heaven  save  the  mark  !)  and  damns  me  for  a  spiritless  poltroon, 
because  I  will  not  accompany  him  to  Hyde  Park  or  Battersea,  and  stand 
up  with  him  to  be  shot  at,  for  the  gratification  of  his  most  exquisite 
sense  of  honour  !  Nay,  so  wilful  and  desperate  are  his  vagaries  of  this 
description,  that  I  am  in  hourly  apprehension  of  his  perpetrating  a  deed 
which  may  subject  us  to  a  capital  conviction  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  and  I 
shudder  at  the  probability  of  being  taken  up  with  him,  and  hanged  in  a 
mistake  ! 

He  is  always  wishing  to  be  wherever  infectious  maladies  are  raging, 
in  the  hope,  as  he  says,  of  taking  the  disorders,  and  thereby  having  it  in 
his  power  the  more  effectually  to  plague  me ;  and  he  has  left  no  means 
nntried  of  catching  the  cholera  morbus,  since  a  certain  physician  assured 
him  that  it  is  contagious ! 

Not  long  since,  he  essayed  twice,  within  a  fortnight,  to  Uirow  himself 
from  the  balustrade  of  Waterloo  Bridge  into  the  Thames ;  and  from  no 
other  motive  in  the  world  than  to  redder  me  uncomfortable  by  the  inw 
mersion  i  It  is  true,  I  drink  utater  at  my  meals,  in  conformity  with  my 
principles,  both  moral  and  political,  to  preserve  my  health,  and  to  dis* 
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countenance^  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  consumption  of  ezciseable  articles, 
from  which  a  revenue  is  extorted  by  the  Whig  rulers  of  Great  Britain 
to  keep  up  a  standing  army,  and  to  keep  down  the  people.  But  though 
I  thus  indulge  occasionally  in  copious  draughts  of  Adam's  unadulterated 
Madeira,  yet,  with  respect  to  river  or  sea-bathing,  especially  ix  my 
clothes,  no  rabid  outlaw  of  the  canine  community  was  ever  affected  with 
a  more  absolute  hydrophobia.  Fortunately,  in  both  the  instances  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  my  caution  was  awakened  in  just  sufficient  time 
to  prevent  the  malignant  Scamp-Ti  from  having  his  fling  among  the 
fishes.  But  when  I  asked  him  the  cause  of  so  rash,  so  mad  a  proceeding, 
he  answered  carelessly,  that  he  had  divers  reasons ;  but  would  not  then 
indulge  my  curiosity  by  adducing  any  one  of  them  in  particular. 

I  will  here  relate  a  circumstance,  in  which,  I  believe,  originated  my 
unconquerable  disrelish  of  aquatic  gambols : — A  few  years  past,  the  amia- 
ble Scamp.Ti  and  myself  had  agreed — mirahile  dictu  I — ^to  enjoy  together 
the  murderous  amusement  of  fly-iishing.  Our  tackle  was  provided,  and 
we  had  reached  the  banks  of  a  pleasant  river,  remarkable  for  the  sniper- 
abundance  of  its  finny  population.  We  had  not  been  long,  however,  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  a  very  culpable  pastime,  when  Scamp-Ti  exclaimed 
that  he  could  find  no  sport  except  in  the  more  rational  and  successful 
mode  adopted  by  the  otter  tribe — namely,  by  plunging  in  propria  persona 
into  the  stream.  He  had  scarcely  uttered  the  sentiment,  when  he  was 
in  the  water ;  wading  not  unfrequently  above  the  middle,  and  conse- 
quently constraining  me  to  accompany  him  through  all  the  changes  of 
his  plashy  expedition.  He  caught  nothing,  whilst  1  caught — a  severe 
cold— which  almost  killed  me,  but  completely  cured  me,  for  the  future, 
of  my  unprofitable  desire  for  angling. 

I  am  a  lover  of  soft  music,-^-of  flutes  and  lutes,  &c. — ^but  cordially 
detest  such  boisterous  instruments  as  hautboys,  drums,  and  trumpets. 
Conscious  of  my  feelings  in  this  regard,  of  the  exquisite  delicacy  of  my 
nervous  temperament, — ^he  daily  drives  me  to  distraction  by  his  incessant 
attempts  at  ''  Cease,  rude  Boreas,"  and  *'  Blow,  gentle  gales,"  on  the  pa- 
tent Kent  bugle.. 

In  pursuance  of  his  system  of  perpetual  persecution,  he  lately  proposed 
to  a  manager  of  a  provincial  theatre  to  make  his  debut  as  an  actor,  in 
Shakspeare's  "  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,"  or  as  one  of  the  Antipho- 
luses,  or  Dromios,  in  ''The  Comedy  of  Errors;"  but  the  gentleman  of 
the  sock  and  buskin  representing  the  necessity  of  his  being  able  to  ap- 
pear upon  the  stage  solus  in  many  of  the  scenes,  he  was  compelled  reluc- 
tantly to  relinquish  the  design  of  distinguishing  himself  as  a  histrionic 
hero.  Thus,  had  not  his  intention  been  defeated,  he  would  have  forced 
me,  ban  gri^  mal  grl,  as  the  French  have  it,  and  in  contempt  of  the  ex.- 
treme  modesty  for  which  I  am  so  eminently  distinguished — ^to  ''  fret" 
(literally)  my  '^  hour  upon  the  stage  ;"  even  as  the  despotic  C»sar  com- 
pelled the  reluctant  knight,  Laberius. 

I  have  been  from  my  birth  of  a  weakly  constitution,  and  always  expe- 
rience a  disagreeable  sensation  in  ascending,  even  to  a  very  moderate 
height ;  nay,  I  can  scarcely  look  through  a  window  of  three-storey  eleva- 
tion, without  being  seized  by  a  giddiness  which  obliges  me  to  turn  imme- 
diately, for  relief,  from  the  objects  that  invariably  produce,  throughout 
my  nervous  system,  an  excitation  peculiarly  unpleasant.  Knowing  this 
to  be  the  case,  my  ever  kind  and  considerate  associate  entered,  a  short 
time  past,  into  a  private  negotiation  with  Green,  the  celebrated  aeron- 
aut,  and  stipulated   to  accompany  him  in  one  of  his  aspiring  voyages. 
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The  ascent  was  advertised  to  take  place  from  the  White  Conduit  Gar- 
dens^ to  which  I  was  cunningly  allured  hy  a  specious  misrepresentation^ 
being  solicited  to  attend  there  merely  as  one  of  the  numerous  spectators 
of  the  snblime  and  interesting  spectacle.  However^  at  the  moment  the 
cords  of  the  balloon  were  about  to  be  cut^  my  incorrigible  plague^ — who 
had  previously  contrived  to  get  as  close  to  it  as  possible^ — made  a  sud- 
den  spring  into  the  car,  from  which,  luckily,  after  a  most  strenuous  strug. 
gle,  I  succeeded  in  dragging  him  out  again ;  and,  whOst  we  both  fell  spraw- 
llngly  to  our  mother  earth  amidst  the  laughter  of  assembled  thousands, 
the  buoyant  air-ship  mounted  majestically  into  the  atmosphere,  as  though 
in  actual  mockery  of  our  ludicrous  descent. 
I  have  always  been 

^  A  friend  to  dogs,  for  they  are  honest  creatures, 
And  ne*er  betray  their  masteis;  ne*er  (awn  on 
Any  thai  they  love  not." 

But  to  the  feline  race  I  have  an  unaccountable  dislike.  This  is  a  cir- 
cumstance which  the  ingeniously  malicious  Scamp-Ti  could  scarcely  fail 
to  turn  to  iny  discomfort.  A  favourite  piippy  of  mine,  of  the  King 
Charies'  breed,  he  accordingly  decapitated  a  few  days  ago  with  a  carving 
knife,  (atrocious  caitiff!)  and  has  since  attempted  to  supply  his  place  in 
our  domicile,  by  an  ugly  black  grimalkin,  which  he  has  taken  into  his 
especial  favour.  On  this  sable  mouser  he  has  endeavoured  to  confer 
the  franchise  of  our  bed-chamber.  But  hitherto  I  have  effectually  resisted 
the  premeditated  invasion  of  my  nocturnal  tranquillity ;  though  not 
without  receiving  innumerable  marks  of  animosity  at  the  hands  and  paws 
of  patron,  and  of  protegi :  the  latter  especially,  on  several  occasions,  has 
attacked  me,  tooth  and  nail,  and  evinced,  in  every  conflict,  a  ferocious 
avidity  in  coming  to  the  scratch  ! 

But  of  the  long  catalogue  of  evils,  originating  in  the  unhappy  state 
of  personal  bondage,  to  which  I  have  been  doomed  from  infancy,  there 
is  none  perhaps  more  irksome  than  that  which  I  am  about  to  mention. 
Like  the  heroine  of  every  novel  that  ever  issued,  or  ever  will  issue,  from 
the  Minerva  Press,  Leadenhall  Street,  I  retire  nightly  "  to  bed,  but  not 
to  rest :"  for  just  as  my.  senses  are  visited  by  that  quiescent  state  of 
composure  which  is  the  precursor  of  '^  tired  nature's  sweet  restorer, 
balmy  sleep,"  I  feel  myself  suddenly  forced,  as  it  were,  by  an  irresisti- 
ble  power,  into  the  middle  of  our  apartment,  the  remotest  recesses  of 
which  I  am  compelled  to  perambulate  by  my  companion,  who  apparently 
Mjoys  most  heartily  the  erratic  delights  of  his  somnambulism.  Some- 
times he  opens  the  window  of  our  dormitory,  intent  upon  taking  an  air. 
ing  on  the  housetops,  and  the,  indulgence  of  his  irrepressible  pencAan^ 
for  contemplating  the  starry  heavens. 

Vigorous  have  been  my  efforts — having  the  fear  of  a  broken  neck  before 
my  eyes — to  counteract  his  meditated  excursions  to  the  congress  of 
cats;  whose  cauterwauling  music  appears  to  impart  an  additional  stimu- 
Ins  to  his  tile-ward  determination.  •  When,  after  an  arduous  contest,  I 
succeed  in  regaining  my  recumbent  situation,  I  am  left  but  for  a  brief 
space  indeed  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  hard-earned  triumph.  *'  Nature's 
soft  nurse"  no  sooner  lays  her  gentle  fingers  on  my  eyelids,  than  I  am 
abruptly  roused  by  the  awful  groanings  of  my  yoke-mate,  or  the  uncere- 
monious kicks  of  the  vnbroke,  or  ill-bred,  nightmare,  that  regularly 
makes  of  him  her  nocturnal  hobby.     Sleep  then  is  out  of  the  question : 
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'<  He,  like  the  world,  hii  ready  yiiit  pays 
Where  fbrtune  amilefl;  the  wretched  he  fomkes; 
Swift  on  his  downy  pinions  flies  from  wo^ 
And  lights  on  lids  unsullied  with  a  tear.** 

Invariably  next  morning  I  find  myaelf  all  bruised  and  black  from  the 
unhallowed  hoofs  of  the  neighing  incnbus ;  and  often  have  I  threatened 
to  have  up  my  biped  tormentor^  who  thus  tortures  me  almost  to  madness 
with  his  hideous  nightmare^  before  the  great  magisterial  knighUfmayar 
of  London,  Sir  Peter  Laurie.  But  from  such  a  procedure  1  have  hitherto 
been  dissuaded,  by  the  consciousness  that,  in  the  event  of  Scamp-Ti 
being  ordered  to  be  locked  up  in  the  Poultry  Compter,  in  default  of  bail^ 
I  must  necessarily  myself  participate  in  the  punishment. 

My  thoughts,  in  consequence  of  this  consideration^  have  been  turned 
to  Doctor  Lushington  and  Doctors'  Commons.  But  I  mightily  fear  they 
canuot  take  cognizance  of  this  peculiar  case ;  since  ours  is  not  a  con- 
jugal but  a  fraternal  union.  And  though  I  am  most  anxious  to  cut  the 
acquaintance  of  my  persecutor,  I  am  doubtless  doomed  to  pine  on  in  my 
misery,  without  even  the  hope  of  a  divorce,  d  mensa  et  thoro  ;  or  the 
desirable  advantage  of  a  separate  maintenance. 

Another  source  of But  hark !  he  snores ^Somnus !  how  he  snores ! 

^his  head  resting  upon  the  table,  from  the  effects  of  the  inordinate 

draughts  of  brandy  with  which  he  washed  down,  after  dinnerj  an  unac 
customed  quantity  of  his  accursed  Cheshire !  Another  source  of  perpe- 
tual  He  speaks !  and  threatens  in  his  sleep  the  utter  demolition  of 

all  my  manuscripts,  the  moment  he  can  lay  his  hands  upon  them.  I 
must  therefore  conclude  for  the  present,  and  defer  until  a  future  oppor- 
tunity, a  more  ample  and  minute  detail  of  the  unparalleled  vexations^ 
and  intolerable  annoyances,  of  which,  alas  !  through  life,  I  am  destined 
to  remain  the  unenviable  victim. 

TI-TI,*  OF  SlAM. 
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TU  THE  EDITOR  OF  TA1T  S    EDINBURGH    MAGAZINE. 

Sir, — Since  Malthus  first  analyzed  this  most  important  subject,  and 
shewed  its  intimate  connexion  with  the  want  and  poverty  which  has  so 
extensively  afflicted  our  race,  it  would  appear  that  we  have  not  yet  ar- 
rived at  any  conclusion  which  can  be  considered  as  completely  definite 
on  the  doctrine  of  population  and  its  consequences.  About  twenty-five 
years  ago  I  published  my  opinions  on  the  same,  in  the  old  Monthly  Ma~ 
gazine,  and  I  am  now  about  to  repeat  them  with  ^additions  and  im- 
provements," hoping  that  you  will  favour  me  with  the  assistance  of  your 
widely-circulated  miscellany  for  this  purpose. 


*  Thi8  name,  translated  from  the  Siamese  tongue  into  English,  must  be  rendered 
'*  TIE-TIE  ;"  an  irrefragable  proof,  so  far,  of  the  intimate  analogy  which  subsists 
between  the  languages  of  Britain  and  of  Slain ! 
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The  grand  panacea  of  all  writers^  for  the  cure  of  the  evils  arising  from 
too  rapid  an  increase  of  population,  is  abstinence  from  marriage,  or  the 
''  prudential  cheeky"  as  it  has  been  called  ;  and  before  I  proceed  to  shew 
the  utter  fallacy  of  all  expectations  of  the  success  of  such  a  remedy,  and 
that,  if  adopted,  it  would  cause  abundantly  more  misery  than  it  professes 
to  core,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me,  in  the  present  age  of  prudery  and 
refinement,  to  preface  the  subject  by  stating  that  I  am  most  anxious  not 
to  give  offence  to  the  most  fastidious  delicacy ;  and  perhaps  the  fear  of 
doing  it  has  led  many  to  avoid,  or  touch  lightly  on  a  principle  which  is 
by  far  the  most  important  in  the  science  of  political  economy.  If  a  lady 
Cin  write  on  the  subject,  it  must  surely  be  considered  nothing  but  squea 
mishness  for  ladies  to  refuse  to  read  what  our  sex  may  say  on  the  same. 
As  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  whole  human  race,  in  this  world,  de- 
pends on  a  right  understanding  of  it,  the  tremendous  in:iportance  of  suih 
a  subject  must  plead  my  excuse  for  any  expressions  herein  made  use  of. 

I  will  at  once  readily  admit  what  I  always  have  done,  that  ^'  mankind 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  faster  than  the  food  for  their  support"  in 
limited  dietricts.  The  proposition  is  not  universally  true  without  the  lat- 
ter part  of  it,  and  it  will  not  apply  to  the  United  States  of  America,  Ca. 
nada,  &c. 

To  counteract  this  tendency,  we  are  taught  by  these  writers  to  depend 
on  the  influence  of  universal  education,  under  the  expectation  that  it 
will  produce  "  prudential"  celibacy.  Than  that  it  is  impossible  for  all  the 
inhabitants  of  these  islands  even  to  exist  in  them,  if  the  passion  of  love 
be  generally  indulged,  no  axiom  in  £uclid  can  be  more  evident.  Now 
with  respect  to  the  poverty  and  misery  to  be  found  in  the  world,  I  ac- 
knowledge that  a  general  political  and  moral  education*  wiU  remove 
them,  but  not  in  the  manner  thus  supposed.  In  proceeding  to  the  proof, 
I  must  anticipate  that  indefinite  period  in  the  world's  age,  when  such  an 
education  will  teach  all,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  the  number  of  the  peo- 
ple within  the  probable  supply  of  food,  only  a  portion  of  them  can  marry 
where  the  land  is  limited,  as  in  these  islands.  Hence  will  arise  a  fertile 
source  of  more  furious  dissensions  than  the  world  ever  yet  saw  1  Who 
are  to  be  selected  from  among  the  population  to  keep  the  hive  suffi- 
ciently full,  and  yet  not  to  overflow  ?  I  can  see  no  mode  of  equitably 
deciding  the  question  but  by  lot ;  and  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  even 
this  will  satisfy  the  losers,  and  render  them  at  once  content  to  stake  the 
passion  of  love  on  the  throw  of  a  die  ?  To  say  (as  all  these  economists 
do)  that  every  man's  comparative  circumstances  will  indicate  the  period 
for  marriage,  is  only  to  provoke  inquiry  into  the  original  right  of  pro- 
perty, of  testamentary  bequests,  and  of  every  law,  custom,  or  usage 
which  can  give  one  man  the  slightest  advantage  in  the  acquisition  of 
property  over  another.  Such  an  inquiry  would  never  be  satisfactorily 
adjusted  until  food  is  obtained  as  readily  as  water. 

I  know  that  it  will  be  replied  by  the  modem  school  of  abstinence,  *'  We 
do  not  widi  to  prevent  any  one  from  marrying :  we  only  recommend  him 
to  wait  until  his  children  will  not  be  more  numerous  than  is  sufficient  to 
keep  up  the  race  concurrently  with  the  food."  In  these  islands  this  can 
be  accomplished  if  neither  sex  marry  before  the  ages  of  forty  to  forty- 
five  ;  "  provided  always"  that  one-third  of  the  females  are  not  destroyed 
in  child-birth  by  such  late  marriages  I    So  then,  to  prevent  the  before- 


*  The  lystem  most  be  very  different  from  that  st  present  in  nae. 
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mentioned  disputes,  this  is  the  alternative :  all  are  placed  on  an  equal 
footing  with  respect  to  the  period  of  marriage ;  and  one  of  the  strongest, 
purest,  and  most  delightful  passions  in  the  human  breast  is  consequently 
to  be  annihilated,  which  must  be  the  case  if  postponed  to  a  period  when 
it  can  no  longer  be  felt ;  and  the  general  extension  of  education,  be  it 
remembered,  not  only  does  not  allow  of,  but  is  supposed  completely  to 
prevent,  any  illicit  gratification.  How  far  it  is  likely  to  do  that^  we  may 
at  present  form  some  judgment,  by  observing  the  multitude  of  unfortu- 
nate females  who  are  now  to  be  met  with  throughout  every  part  of  this 
country.  The  greater  portion  of  this  pitiable  class  of  beings  are  not  sup- 
ported by  the  uneducated  ;  and  their  influence  on  celibacy  has  been  either 
intentionally  or  ignorantly  kept  in  the  back-g^und,  or  altogether  o^u^ 
ted,  by  the  writers  whose  opinions  I  combat. 

Further, — for  every  male  who  postpones  the  period  of  marriage,  a 
female  is  left  nearly  unemployed  and  often  unprotected ;  for  it  is  notori- 
ous, that  even  at  present,  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  females  cannot 
virtuously  earn  their  own  subsistence,  ^nd  they  thus  become  both  the 
effect  and  the  cause  of  celibacy.  What  then  is  to  become  of  the  increased 
number  which  will  be  thus  exposed  to  the  combined  action  of  want  of  em- 
ployment and  a  powerful  passion  ?  And  though  we  allow  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  check  thus  given  to  the  progress  of  population,  females 
may  be  substituted  in  many  of  the  situations  now  occupied  by  the  other 
sex,  and  by  children,  still  such  situations  will  be  in  vast  disproportion  to 
the  numbers  offering  for  them. 

And  now  that  the  effects  of  this  education  of  self-denial  are  supposed 
in  full  operation,  the  two  sexes,  wherever  they  meet — whether  in  facto- 
ries, or  in  farms-*at  holidays,  or  in  the  hay  fields — in  the  mazy  dance, 
or  in  the  many  sources  of  joint  amusement,  let  them  not  dare  to 
exchange  a  look  of  love,  let  them  subdue  all  symptoms  of  that  passion. 
The  blood  must  suspend  its  velocity  through  the  veins  :  the  touch  must 
be  without  feeling,  the  ear  without  hearing,  and  the  eye  shielded  by  the 
curtain  of  coldness  and  distance.  And  in  their  solitary  hours,  no  resource 
must  be  obtained  from  the  literature  which  even  alludes  to  the  universal 
passion.  All  our  best  and  finest  writers  must  be  banished  these  islands. 
Burns,  Byron,  Moore,  and  a  hundred  others,  must  be  transported  to  New 
South  Wales,  or  America,  where  love  r.nd  marriage  may  reign  supreme^ 
spreading  blessings  around,  instead  of  the  curses  which  are  in  so  many  cases 
their  attendants  here.  The  heathen  deities  must  disappear  from  print 
and  painting,  Cupid  and  Hymen  be  sunk  in  the  waters  of  oblivion,  music 
abandoned,  statuary  destroyed,  and  in  general  the  fine  arts  annihilated. 
All  this  must  form  part  of  that  *'  education"  which  is  to  conquer  the 
passion  of  love,  or  the  whole  country  must  be  converted  into  monasteries 
and  nunneries. 

Again,  These  seminaries  of  celibacy,  when  established,  will  of  course 
make  the  greatest  progress  in  large  places,  and  where  labour  is 
worst  paid.  We  will  therefore  trace  the  progress  of  them  in  Man. 
Chester.  The  two  sexes,  then,  have  agreed  not  to  increase  the  com. 
petitors  for  employment,  but  to  wait  for  some  of  the  present  operatives 
dying  offy  and  thus  enabling  the  remainder  to  require  an  advance  of  wages. 
What  is  the  consequence  ?  A  demand  commences  for  work-people. 
Will  they  not  rush  in  from  all  quarters  where  celibacy  has  been  less 
practised,  and  where  the  wages  are  still  low  ?  But  the  same  abstinence 
is  being  practised  throughout  England,  and  the  sterility  of  the  human 
field  is  increasing  every  day;  this  supply  cannot  continue  long,  it  may  be 
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replied.  We  will  then  try  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  extension  of  the 
circle : — there  is  all  Ireland  next  offering  itself  as  a  competitor  for  em- 
ploymenty  and  it  will  require  a  considerable  period  of  time  to  establish 
these  schools  there.  But^  say  the  depopulators^  that  time  will  arrive^ 
and  the  manufacturers  be  deprived  of  this  resource.  Very  weU,  there  is 
still  a  population  contiguous  to  the  British  isles^  ready  to  pour  into 
them  on  the  least  offering  of  employment ;  and  a  German  broom-girl 
would  beat  any  man^  woman,  or  child,  in  England,  in  the  competition  of 
endurance. 

It  thus  appears,  that  no  great  difference  in  the  rate  of  wages  can  exist 
in  neighbouring  countries ;  and  that  if  the  ^^  prudential  check"  operated 
here  in  its  fullest  possible  extent,  it  would  but  little  affect  the  amount 
of  the  population,  as  the  deficiency  in  procreation  would  be  supplied  by 
excess  in  immigration  or  importation ;  and  no  law  against  the  latter  is 
just  or  even  practicable. 

I  now  hear  the  desponding  exclamation— ^^^  Then  there  is  no  remedy 
for  want  or  misery  in  this  country !"  Indeed  there  is,  and  one  suffi- 
ciently obvious  to  many.  It  is  quite  clear,  that  in  the  United  States, 
Canada,  New  South  Wales,  &c.,  in  the  race  of  population  against  food, 
the  latter  invariably  keeps  a>head ;  here  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  it 
must  continue  to  be  so  whilst  we  depend  on  cultivation  alone,  as  the 
prolificness  of  our  waste  lands  cannot  possibly  keep  pace  with  the  fecun- 
dity of  the  consumers.  We  have,  however,  two  effectual  resources, 
either  to  bring  food  to  the  people,  or  convey  the  people  to  the  food  ; 
and,  for  the  following  and  preceding  reasons,  both  plans  must  and  will 
be  adopted.  Under  a  free  system  of  exchange  of  our  manufactures  for 
com,  an  immense  quantity  of  the  latter  might  be  imported :  but  where 
is  it  to  come  from  ?  The  people  unemployed  here  are  wanted  on  the 
rich  and  uncultivated  lands  of  other  countries  to  grow  it  for  us ;  and 
there  they  must  be  conveyed  in  such  numbers  as  will  furnish  a  supply 
more  than  adequate  to  the  demand  at  home.  This  removal  may  be  made 
a  source  of  great  profit  to  the  individuals  themselves,  and  to  the  mother 
country,  by  bringing  the  abundant  capital  here  to  bear  on  the  soil  of 
the  colonies.  The  conveyance  of  all  those  who  may  be  voluntarily  dis- 
posed  to  emigrate,  and  every  other  expense  attending  their  location,  may 
be  repaid  by  them  with  a  high  interest.  The  human  limbs  and  sinews 
remaining  unemployed  in  this  country  are  themselves  a  species  of  capital 
now  lying  inert,  and  they  only  require  to  be  put  in  motion  by  a  loan 
consisting  of  food,  clothing,  tools,  and  seed,  to  yield  a  much  higher  per 
centage  than  any  capital  can  now  obtain  here.  We  possess  in  excess 
the  two  natural  materials  of  abundance — a  rich  soil  in  the  colonies,  and 
a  starving  population  at  home,  both  yielding  nothing ;  connect  the.  two 
together,  form  this  union,  and  poverty  instantly  disappears.  However 
great,  therefore,  may  be  the  excess  of  population  here,  whether  by  pro- 
creation or  immigration,  such  excess  forms  the  materials  for  wealth,  and 
may  be  converted  into  riches  to  themselves  and  their  employers. 

Deep  and  anxious  thought  does  not  furnish  me  with  any  means  other 
than  those  of  emigration,  which  can  prevent  want,  poverty,  and  their 
attendant  miseries ;  and  no  possible  growth,  or  even  importation  of  food, 
can  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  population,  when  education  shall  have 
rendered  all  females  virtuous. 

The  laws  of  nature,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  are  found,  when 
examined,  to  be  in  harmony  with  man's  best  interests,  and  they,  there- 
fore, command  such  emigration,  or  rather  expansion,  of  the  human  race ; 
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and  if  it  were  not  &e  interest  of  the  capitaliBts^  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  of  this  country  to  assist  and  accompany  it  with  as  few 
privations  as  possible — ^indeed^  they  may  be  neairly  all  avoided  by  a  judi. 
cious  system.  I  hope,  therefore,  still  to  see  the  time  when  our  national 
fleet  will  be  employed  in  thus  increasing  hnman  happiness,  instead  of 
the  old  trade  of  inflicting  misery  :  And  how  does  this  emigration  differ 
from  that  which  is,  and  always  has  been,  taking  place  from  the  old  States 
of  America  to  the  new,  except  in  the  interposition  of  the  sea  ? 

When  I  walk  the  streets  of  London  and  other  large  places  by  ni^t,  I 
am  horror-struck  at  the  deplorable  increase  and  destitute  condition  of 
''  man's  best  comforter,  lovely  woman."  That  the  fairest  part  of  the 
creation  should  thus  be  reduced  to  a  debasement  far  below  the  most 
abject  of  Nature's  works,  proves  such  a  state  of  society  demoniacal,  and 
it  must  ultimately  be  visited  by  the  vengeance  of  insulted  morality.  I 
have  heard  these  unfortunate  females  denominated,  by  thoughtless  and 
unfeeling  men,  *'  necesbary  evils."  When  will  our  race  learn  that»  irAtf/. 
ever  i»  evil  can  never  be  neceeeary,  and  what  i#  necessary  cannot  be  evil  f 
Seeing  that  poverty  and  misery  are  prevented  wherever  educated  man 
has  room,  or  makes  room,  to  expand,  I  cannot  but  look  around  the  world 
and  ask,  why  we  suffer  them  to  exist  here?  When  the  earth  is  even 
partially  peopled,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  adopt  the  ''  preventive 
check"  if  necessary ;  but  before  that  period  arrives,  we  shall  have  dis- 
covered  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  same  without  the  assistance  of 
the  school  of  abstinence^  and  in  strict  accordance  with  perfect  virtue. 

The  political  relations  of  society  must,  therefore,  ere  long,  be  so  ar- 
ranged,  as  to  permit  the  educated  young  to  marry  without  fear  of  the 
consequences,  and  at  an  age,  too,  when  they  will  possess  a  moral  cer^ 
tainty  of  seeing  their  children  also  educated  before  they  leave  them  alone 
in  this  world ;  which  cannot  be  expected  by  persons  marrying  late  in  life. 
It  is  a  libel  on  the  Deity  to  suppose  that  he  has  implanted  passions 
which  are  not  to  be  gratified.^  There  is  not  one  possessed  by  mankind 
which  they  are  not  permitted  to  use,  but  forbidden  to  abuse. 

1  think  I  have  now  sujfiiciently  proved  that,  of  the  two  modes  of  pre- 
venting too  great  a  condensation  of  population  in  a  state — celibacy  or 
emigration — if  the  former  (to  the  necessary  extent)  be  not  impossible, 
it  would  at  least  produce  such  evils  as  cannot  bear  any  comparison  with 
the  imaginary  ones  attendant  on  the  latter. 

As  far,  therefore,  as  the  population  question  is  concerned,  the  only 
cure  for  want,  vice,  and  misery,  is  expansion  ;  and  man  will  never  ac- 
complish it  until  he  makes  a  high  road  of  the  ocean,  and  spreads  his 
race  gradually  over  earth's  beautiful  surface.  J«  H. 

Bristol,  4th  April,  1833. 

P.S. — Since  this  paper  was  written,  I  have  seen  the  '^  Rev.  W.  F. 
Lloyd's  two  Lectures  on  the  Checks  to  Population,  delivered  before  the 
University  of  Oxford."  If  a  member  of  that  University  ever  ventures 
to  read  your  Magazine,  this  P.S.  may  probably  meet  that  gentleman's 
eye,  and  I  trust  he  will  do  me  the  favour  of  breaking  a  lance  with  me. 
My  gauntlet  is  also  thrown  down  to  Junius  Redivivus,  (as  1  believe  he 
is  a  correspondent  of  yours  ;)  and  I  have  no' doubt  that  it  will  be  taken 
up  by  him,  if  at  all,  with  courtesy  as  a  true  knij^ht. 
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Oh  Jack) 
My  brain  is  on  the  rack, 
My  fitncy  on  the  stretch 
(Which  may  my  neck  be  never  ) 
In  Tff'^i^g  rhymes  to  show  the  world  you^re  clev^. 
Immortal  Ketch. 

Of  many  a  wreteh. 

Whom  law  can^t  spare^ 
You  end  the  care> 
When  most  intense ; 
And,  by  suspending,  rid  him  of  snspeiise. 

You  are  despair'^  last  Aop^— . 
And  many  a  mortal  to  his  rest  you  swing 

Upon  a  string; 
Perhaps,  more  properly,  a  ropeb 

Yet  can  the  pert&r  bear  life's  heaviest  lot, 
With  much  more  ease  tlian  he  can  bear  your  knot  f 
Which  firmly,  as  the  nuptial  noose,  endures. 
That  He  *twizt  man  and  wiie^ 
Doth  end  with  lifey— . 
And  life  itself  with  pours. 

When  a  poor  wight  within  your  line  hath  gotten, 
And  dreads  your  hempy  he's  ill  consoled  by  Cotton  t 
Nor  can  he  relish  much  that  Ordi-ruhrp, 

When,  in  a  cord  in  atr,  ho 
Is'  doomed  to  dangle,  miserable  sinner, 

Perhaps  without  a  dinner, — 
Save  only  your  last  hearty  choke : 

You  smila^-but  that's  no  joke  ! 
Your  goUowe-'pade  to  see  a  lord  dance^-« 
For  you're  aristocratic, — 
Would  give  you  joy  ecstatic; 
Since  with  your  taste  he'd/um;?  then  in  a  cord  donee  I 


f,  too,  I  know  you  have  the  knack^- 
<<  The  twisting  of  the  ropc^"  when  doleful  very, 
<<  Good  morrow  to  your  nightcap,''  when  you're  merry, 

Or,  *^  Hey  down  derry :" 
The  ho/re  are  all  familiar  to  you.  Jack. 

In  Bayley's  songs,  wherein  he  cannot  fail,  he 

Is  still  less  energetic 

Than  pathetic, 

We  find  daily : 
And  some  there  are  who  say  more  pathos  shines 
In  his,  than  in  yowr  tragic  Unee 
At  the  Oid  Bailey. 

Tis  true  his  «  Soldier's  tear,"  and  « Isabel," 
And  others  I  could  mention,  have  a  spell 
To  spread  soft  grief  o'er  sympathetic  faces : 
But  oh  !  though  sentimental  all, 

They've  not  the  ^  dying  fair 
Vour  work  that  graces. 
VOL,  m.-^NO.  XV.  3  A 
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If  the  fiuned  Newgate  Calendar  be  true, 
The  gloriouf  heroee  who  have  died  by  you 
Were  SetMers, — and  now  aland  in  fame's  piuud  niches : 
I  do  not  wish  old  Wetherell  in  your  fang, 
Bu^  oh,  'twould  glad  me  much  to  see  you  hang^^ 

His  breeches  I* 

Nay,  since  the  Tories  ail  are  in  disgrace^ 
And  are  a  stanch  and  stubborn  race, 

Determined  adverse  fate  to  weather, 
I  ask  you  whether 
It  would  not  be  most  kind  to  them  and  theirs, 
To  volunteer  to  rid  them  of  their  cares, — 

As  they're  resolved  to — hang  together  9 
Then,  like  that  tight  in  which  they've  lost  their  glory^ 
May  the  last  kick  of  each  be — New^ate^org  t 

Jack  Ketch  I  you  are  a  Jack 
That  winds  up  others,  and  are  ne'er  wound  up^ 
Save  only  when  you  take  a  little  sup : 
And  well  we  know  your  drop  you  cannot  lack* 
You  are  a  Jack-fish,  also^  fond  of  slaying. 
And  still  destroy  your  preg,  while  they  are  pwgmg  r 
Yet  it  is  somewhat  strange,  though  very  true. 

With  Hne  you  are  not  caught. 
As  might  be  thought, 
But,  ah,  how  many  eouls  are  caught  by  you  I 
Though  fond  of  goes  of  gin,  and  ttags  of  brandy,  "f- 
Yet  none  can  justly  call  you.  Jack,  a  dandg  : 

But  many,  who  are  prone  to  lawless  scrapes^ 
Your  deeds  exalted  vex. 
Because  they  fear  their  necksy^^ 
And  so  they  call  you,  Jack,  a  Jack-o'-napee  I 
Since  Eighteen  hundred  thirty-two 

Is  gone,  and  q^uite  as  brief 
All  years  must  be,  'twere  well  that  you 
Tiim'd  over  a  neuf  leaf. 

May  folk  relinquish  gin  and  haccyif 
And  from  ill  ways  turn  back ; 

Lest  they  be  led,  by  drop*  ofJackg, 
To  gour  last  drop,  O,  Jack  ! 

■ 

Jack  Ketch,  you  are  a  Jack-ass,  if  offence 
You  take  at  this.    But  no ;  you've  too  much  senses 
And  see  at  once  I  am  not  a  diminisher 
Of  the  just  glory  of  the  law%i  great  finisher : 

And  so  farewell,  respected  friend^ 

My  ode  is  nearly  at  an  end. 

Just  like  the  hapless  folk 

Whom  you're  intent  to  choke 
At  the  old  shop — 
*  So  ybu— as  you  serve  many — I  must  drop  ; 
And  her&^I  stop. 


•  The  looit  wags  to  long  exhibited  by  this  incorrigible  gannent,  can  find  no  adequate  coRective 

l>ut*^A  gallows* 

+  To  thote  not  converwnt  in  the  phrawologv  of  waiten,  it  may  be  ncoenary  to  itate,  that  a  J0r 
means  double  the  quantity  of  what  Is  termed  by  them  a  go,  Shoukl  thu  explanation  be  deemed 
untatiefactorr,  the  racier  if  reipectAiUy  refierred  for  Airther  infonnatkn  to  Uie  bar  ot  the  1mmIob» 
or  of  any  otoer  tavern. 
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BOVPMANIA. 

Of  all  mankind^  male  and  female^  not  even  excepting  that  "  angelic 
young  creature^"  the  parish  minister,  I  was  the  pet  especial  of  Aunt 
Manoor;  lukj,  it  waa.  generally  allowed  that^  on  some  occasions,  I  took 
precedence  of  the  whole  feline  tribe  of  Toms  and  Tabbies  that  basked  in 
the  beams  of  the  parlour  fire,  and  the  sunshine  of  her  favour.  As  I  hap- 
pened to  be  a  sort  of  mischief-making  monkey  out  of  door%  the  village 
gossips  had  some  difficulty  in  reconciling  this  predilection  of  Miss  Marion 
with  her  acknowledged  reputation  for  piety,  good  sense,  and  discretion. 
Poor  simple  souls!  they  never  reflected  that  I  was  almost  entirely  a 
bantling  of  her  own  breeding ;  and,  moreover,  was  so  much  the-junior  of 
all  her  numerous  nephews,  that  it  could  seem  no  reproach  to  a  young 
woman  of  any  age  (my  aunt  was  then  stationary  at  twenty-five)  to  be 
the  mother's  sister  of  so  very  tender  a  child.  As  little  was  it  understood 
that  my  kind-hearted  guardian  saw,  or  fancied  she  saw,  an  occasional  cast 
of  expression  in  my  youthful  countenance,  fondly  reminding  her  of  *'  a 
certain  valued  friend," — ^perhaps  a  schooLacquaintance  or  so,  who  had 
gone  Aroad  many  years  before  I  was  born,  vowing  faithfully  at  his  de- 
parture to  remember  a  great  many  things,  but  who,  poor  affectionate 
fellow  I  had  no  doubt  died  of  hope  deferred,  or  the  home  fever,  having, 
as  she  pathetically  said,  ''  never  been  heard  of  since  that  fatal  morning 
when  he  wrung  the  sea-salt  drops  from  his  white  'kerchief  o'er  the 
vessel's  side,  and  waved  a  melancholy  adieu  to  all  he  held  dear  J"  Such, 
however,  were  the  considerations  that  went  to  justify  my  good  aunt's 
affection  towards  me ;  and  I  put  it  to  every  woman  of  matured  sense  and 
sensibility,  whether  any  one  of  them  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  ground  and 
warranty  of  a  rational  favouritism  ?  Assured  that  the  point  will  be  con- 
ceded nem,  /em,  con., — '^  I  wait  for  no  reply  ;"  but  in  farther  vindication 
of  my  respected  relative,  take  leave  to  pile  what  logicians  call  an  d/ortu 
•n  on  the  presumed  concession.  Be  it  known,  then,  that  in  addition  to 
these  strong,  but  somewhat  adventitious  claims  to  the  lady's  regard,  I 
had  also  the  merit  of  making  myself  exceedingly  useful  and  convenient. 
My  aunt,  though  no  modem  blue,  was  nevertheless  of  a  literary  bent,— > 
that  is  to  say,  a  wholesale  devourer  of  Missionary  Magazines  and  polemi- 
cal divinity ;  and  my  services,  in  gratifying  this  penchant,  are  such  a» 
ought  to  be  duly  appreciated.  A  certain  sort  of  weakness  in  her  visual 
organs  (how  occasioned  I  never  heard  her  say)  prevented  l]\^r  from  read- 
ing, without  submitting  her  nose  to  the  unseemly  process  of  being  squeezed 
into  those  hideous,  grandmother-looking  things,  called  spectacles ;  to  the 
imminent  hazard-of  being  caught  in  the  act,  and  all  its  consequent  calum- 
nies. Now,  it  wa^  my  good  fortune  (for  with  all  my  waggery  and  wicked- 
ness, I  was  a  dexterous  reader)  to  be  able  to  compensate  this  defect, 
and  thereby  to  preserve  iittact  the  worthy  young  lady's  reputation  ;  and 
thus  I  most  naturally  came  to  he  facile  princeps  of  all  other  rivals,  biped 
or  quadruped,  and  to  convince  her  how  utterly  unfounded  were  the  thou- 
sand and  one  evil  reports  which  malicious  neighbours  were  daily  bringing 
against  me. 

With  regard  to  my  aunt's  studies,  I  have  already  indicated  the  class 
of  compositions  to  which  she  was  mainly  devoted  ;  and  without  stopping. 
to  catfldog^e  her  library,  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  body  that  she  could 
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lack  no  "  sweet  and  precious"  material  for  conversation  at  any  tea-party 

or  route  that  might  be  held  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  more  especially 

when  the  clergyman  chanced  to  look  in  at  the  cottage — an  occurrence 

that  seldom  took  place  above  four  or  five  times  a- week.    But  there  was 

a  peculiarity  in  her  taste  ;  and  scrupulous  as  we  feel^  in  these  joumaliem- 

devouring  days^  of  revealing  the  fact,  fact  it  is,  and  of  verity,  that  she 

was^  in  the  strict  and  bond  fide  sense  of  the  term — a  **  constant  reader" 

of 

^  That  folio  of  four  pagei,  happy  work  1 
Which  not  eVn  critics  criticise ;  that  holds 
Inquisitive  attention,  while  we  read. 
Fast  bound  in  charms  of  silence,  which  the  fair, 
Tho*  eloquent  themselves,  yet  fear  to  break.** 

Yes,  this  "  map  of  busy  life"  was  devoutly  conned,  and  the  poet's  pic- 
ture of  still  life  weekly  realized  at  our  parlour  table ;  but  fear  not,  sen- 
sitive  reader,  that  we  are  going  to  introduce  to  you  a  female  poUtician  ! 
No,  no.  Miss  Marion  Mellow's  conscience  was  in  too  good  keeping  to 
alarm  you  on  that  score.  How  could  she  "  meddle  with  those  given  to 
change,"  when  the  minister  told  her,  that  the  squire  told  him,  '*  that 
state  matters  were  utterly  beyond  the  comprehension  of  females  and 
tradesmen;"  and  especially  when  the  reverend  gentleman  added,  on  his  own 
authority,  that  he  conceived  the  text  forbidding  women  to  prophesy  in 
the  church,  might  also  be  intended  to  prohibit  interference  with  the  state, 
the  two  being  united  in  sweet  and  intimate  conjugal  fellowship.  But, 
tooth  to  say,  my  aunt  needed  not  these  monitors  to  bid  her  eschew,  if 
not  politics,  at  least  the  perverse  policy  of  those  noxious  intriguers  'clept 
petticoat  politicians.  Her  course  of  reading  had  made  her  weU  acquainted 
with  John  Knox's  various  "  Blastes  against  the  Monstrous  Regimente 
of  Women ;"  and  albeit  his  arguments  were  rather  uncomplimentary  td 
the  sex,  she  humbly  acquiesced  in  much  that  he  urged ;  and  I  have  often 
heard  her  declare,  with  a  heroism  somewhat  astounding  to  her  ghostly 
father,  that,  were  she  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  blameless  Arch, 
bishop  in  Christendom  should  never  dare  to  poison,  through  her  agency, 
the  ears  that  ought  ever  to  be  open  to  the  cry  of  popular  oppression. 
It  was  not  on  account  of  their  politics,  then,  that  my  aunt  loved  and 
longed  for  the  journals :  neither  did  she  care  about  their  poetry,  seeing 
she  had  always  the  *'  Gospel  Sonnets"  within  arm's  reach.  She  hailed 
them  not  as  the  heralds  of  foreign  fashion,  or  domestic  drawing-room 
display ;  the  chroniclers  of  unknown-tongue  exhibitions  or  antiscorbutic 
drop  efficiency ;  no,  nor  even  as  the  hebdomadal  record  of  murders,  mar- 
riages, births,  and  dreadful  accidents ;  and  it  was  a  base  and  injurious 
libel,  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  a  dread  Londonderry  censor,  that 
whispered  she  was  interested  in  the  reports  of  those  departments  of  the 
fine  arts  whose  creations  are— ^ 

<<  Teeth  for  the  toothless,  ringlets  fbr  the  bald.** 

The  truth  is,  that  poor  Miss  Mellow,  ever  since  the  loss  of  her  early 
friend,  having  been  afflicted  with  that^peculiar  nervous  affection  called 
RouPMANiA,  found  no  better  means  of  soothing  the  severity  of  its  attacks, 
when  the  auctioneer  woe  not  actually  abroad,  than  by  poring  over  the 
advertising  columns  of  her  newspaper,  and  yielding  up  the  reins  of 
imagination  to  the  full  force  and  effect  of  those  talismanic  intimations — 
"  Sale  of  Household  Furniture,"  or  "  Unredeemed  Pledged  !"  To  her  the 
exhibition  of  these  charmed  words,  and  the  catalogues  of  "  useful"  and 
ornamental  paraphernalia  they  prefaced,  constituted   the  sole  interest 
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snd  utility  of  a  newspaper ;  and  certes  Sir  Robert  Spinning.jenny  himself 
eould  not  object  to  man  or  woman  either  entertaining  so  rational  and 
innocent  an  opinion.  Bat  haply  some  of  our  young-lady  readers  may 
be  disposed  to  marvel  at  this  peculiarity  of  taste^  and  even  to  question 
the  veracity  of  our  narrative  so  far.  Before  indulging  such  sceptical 
temper,  however,  let  them  first  make  themselves  thoroughly  conversant 
with  Dr.  Brown's  Theory  of  Simple  Suggestion — let  them  reflect  how  a 
single  word,  written  or  uttered^  will  sometimes  recall  a  host  of  glorious 
images  from  the  fairyland  of  memory — ^how  the  simple  monosyllables, 
"  John/'  "James,"  or  "  jaunt,"  for  instance,  may  conjure  up  a  world  of 
honied  words  and  heathery  braes,  blue  lakes — ^balmy  sighs,  and  solemn 
leagues  and  covenants,  settled  and  sealed  in  bonnie  birken  bowers, — but, 
above  all,  let  our  sweet  demurers  wait  till  they  get  fairly  initiated  into 
the  ecstatic  mysteries,  revealed  only  to  such  as  habitually  frequent  all 
*'  Sales  by  Auction" — (growing  crops  excepted) — for  ten  miles  round ;  and 
then  will  they  confess,  there  was  neither  folly  in  my  good  aunt's  adver- 
tisement studies,  nor  fallacy  in  her  nephew's  reminiscences — that  there 
is  magic  in  the  very  name  of  a  silver-clasped  china  bowl,  or  an  antique 
oaken  cabinet,  with  its  inexplorable  arcana,  when  destined  to  the  ham- 
mer and  the  highest  bidder.  It  was  in  accordance  with  these  mental 
phenomena  that  my  respected  relation's  fancy  took  fire  and  wing  both, 
whenever  it  came  in  contact  with  the  seemingly  uninflammatory  and 
mundane  materials  of  an  auctioneering  paragraph.  The  whole  scene  of 
joy  to  be,  was  immediately  before  her  mind's  eye.  The  hitherto  inac- 
cessible penetralia  of  the  devoted  mansion — bed-rooms,  boudoirs,  ward- 
robes, closets,  and  presses,  were  anon  patent  and  revealed.  Here  were 
primitive  mountains  of  blankets  and  bed-linen,  surmounted  by  secondary 
strata  innumerable,  of  damask  towelling  and  table  cloths,  all  as  pure  as 
the  snowy  coverlet  of  the  Alpine  ranges :  and  there  were  ivory  beds, 
and  bed-posts,  which  some  General  Liverless  had  brought  from  the 
Indies,  with  hangers  of  many-hued  embroidery,  probably  the  handy, 
work  of  his  maiden  sister,  or  the  Queen  of  Sheba  herself;  and  all "  Go- 
ing \  going !"  for  a  mere  song ;  with  lots  of  Indian  gods  and  goddesses, 
compelled  to  abdicate  the  mantlepiece  at  little  more  than  two.pence  a 
Divinity  !  Such  is  a  faint  glimpse  of  the  ravishing  visiters  which  passed 
in  panoramic  vividness  before  Miss  Mellow's  inward  sense  when  the  in. 
timated  sale  was  that  of  some  deceased  patrician ;  but  she  was  no  de- 
spiser  of  ''  the  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor ;"  and  I  once  heard 
her  confess,  that  a  notice  of  a  humble  old  bachelor's  roup,  which  had 
been  stuck  up  at  the  church  door,  caused  her  lose  the  benefit  of  an  ex- 
ceUent  forenoon's  discourse  on  the  text  "  All  is  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit" — for  she  was  convinced  his  garret  contained  a  world  of  stouthrie 
that  his  mother  had  left  him.  It  is  also  alleged — ^but  this  I  do  not 
vouch  for — ^that  on  another  occasion,  while  she  was  engaged  in  serious 
conversation  with  the  minister,  all  on  a  sudden  the  village  drummer's 
rub-a-dub  and  stentorian  bawl  was  heard.  The  reverend  gentleman 
had  just  said  something  very  impressive  and  profound,  and  with  silent 
pleasure  he  soon  observed  Miss  Mellow  sunk  in  a  deep  reverie,  and  no 
doubt  attempting,  as  he  opined,  to  get  at  the  pith  and  marrow  of  his  re- 
mark ;  when  to  his  unutterable  astonishment  she  started,  exclaiming  at 
the  top  of  her  lungs,  "  Sixpence  more !  sixpence  more  !"  her  fancy  having 
forthwith  realized  the  scene  and  the  "  Sale  going  on" 

But  without  dwelling  on  the  sweet  anticipations  of  the  thoroughgoing 
Roup  maniac,  who,  in  imagination,  is  obviously  all  compact  with  **  Lover, 
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Lunatic,  and  Poet"  let  us  come  to  the  actual  scenes  which,  by  frequ  6iii 
recurrence  and  repetition^  go  to  generate  this  "  fine  frenzy."  A  roup 
we  believe  to  be  one  of  the  wisest  human  institutions^  if  indeed  hinnaB 
wit  could  rise  so  high  as  to  devise  it.  We  cannot  help  thinking  aome 
utilitarian  Pythoness  may  claim  the  honour  of  the  suggestion.  Dr.  Adam 
Smith  ascribes  the  subdivision  of  labour  to  an  inherent  propensity  ta 
truck  and  barter  ;  but  we  know  of  no  mere  instinct  that  could  prompt  t» 
so  simple  and  direct  a  way  to  wealth,  especially  for  the  buyer.  At  aU 
events,  it  is  a  mode  of  sale  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  monopoly, 
and  admitting  the  fullest  scope  to  competition.  Of  course,  this  last  con* 
sideration  had  no  effect  in  inducing  our  aunt's  regular  attendance  on 
these  exhibitions,  in  all  possible^  and  some  almost  impossible  cases ;  but 
the  attractions  they  presented  were  sufficiently  strong^  independently  of 
all  such  reflections.  In  shorty  there  are  few  of  her  sex,  who,  having  once 
come  within  its  sphere,  could  be  expected  to  resist  the  captivating' 
charm.  Only  think  what  monstrous  bargains  are  sometimes  to  be  had, 
of  articles,  too,  quite  out  of  the  ordinary  way  of  traffic !  I  am  convinced 
my  aunt's  attic  museum  embraced  hundreds  of  useful  and  ornamental 
pieces  of  furniture  and  apparel,  so  very  rare  that  many  of  her  acquaiiw 
tances  scarcely  could  divine  the  purposes  for  which  they  had  been  made  ; 
and  which  no  individual,  with  her  slender  means,  could  ever  have  col- 
lected otherwise^  even  though  they  had  frequented  Leipzig  fair  for  a  dozen 
of  years  running.  It  would  be  absurd  to  attempt  a  description  of  this 
cnnigathering.  Nothing  less  graphic  than  the  pencil  of  some  of  the  best 
Flegiish  masters  could  do  the  subject  any  thing  approachii^  to  justice. 
We  leave  it^  therefore,  sacred  to  the  fancy  of  such  as  can  boast  a  con- 
genial sympathy  with  the  owner;  assuring  them  of  ^' ample  room 
and  verge  enough"  to  indulge  their  divine  faculty.  But  it  were  a. 
gross  and  calumnious  misrepresentation  of  my  worthy  relative,  and 
all  kindred  spirits,  to  allege  that  they  attended  these  marts  for  the 
sake  of  profit  alone, — to  gratify  the  mere  "  amor  tceleratus  hahen^ 
di,"  True,  a  good  bargain,  no  matter  of  what,  is  a  very  agreeable 
sort  of  a  thing ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  come  at,  and  the 
pleasures  attendant  on  the  conquest,  must  not  be  overlooked.  These 
are  confessedly  rich,  rife,  and  rational^  at  a  roup^  and  among  its  roup- 
going  population.  For  instance,  you  are  on  the  spot  perhaps  an  hour 
before  business  commences.  You  range  unchecked  through  every  secret 
nook  and  cranny.  You  touch,  handle,  and  scrutinize  every  thing  at 
will.  There  you  are  at  once,  like  a  bee  in  a  butter-cup,  among  the  dis~ 
jecta  membra  of  a  dressing-table  drawer,  puffs,  patches^  and  powders ; 
stumps  of  well-worn  tooth-brushes,  tortoise-shell  combs,  and'  half-dis- 
cussed bottles  of  incomparable  Macassar.  Perhaps  there  are  a  few  frag- 
ments of  letters  among  the  hair^papers,  and  from  these  a  person  of  ordi- 
nary shrewdness  can  easily  catch  a  cue  to  the  nature  of  the  correspond- 
ence ;  and,  if  not  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  what  harm,  pray,  in  drop- 
ping things  of  that  kind  into  one's  reticule,  in  order  to  take  them  home, 
and  decypher  them  at  leisure  ?  You  lock  and  unlock,  and  feel  yourself, 
for  the  time  being,  sole  proprietor, — the  monarch  of  all  you  survey, — 
and,  in  fact,  there  is  no  saying  how  much  of  what  you  see  may  soon 
become  your  own.  You  are  now  in  the  attics,  and  anon  in  the  kitchen, 
the  cellar,  or  the  scullery,  with  all  the  intervening  world  before  you 
where  to  choose.  But  wherever  you  turn,  what  delightful  insight  into 
human  character  opens  on  the  reflecting  mind !  Just  as  surely  aa  a 
schoolboy  knows,  by  the  bird's  nest  he  has  discovered,  the  name  and  na* 
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ture  of  the  little  architect^  is  the  true  roup-goer  able  to  determine^ 
forthwith^  the  temper,  habits,  and  habitudes  of  the  lately-occupant  fa- 
mily, from  the  parent  pair  down  to  the  six-year-old  urchin,  whose 
hobby-horse  is  stationed  riderless  in  the  lobby;  or  the  servants,  whose 
characteristic  memorial  is,  the  mass  of  broken  bottles  and  crockery, 
piled  up  in  the  darkest  corner  of  the  cellar.  And,  truly,  it  is  here  you 
feel  that  the  most  pleasurable,  as  well  as  the  most  '^proper  study  of 
mankind,  is  man !"  But  now  you  have  completed  your  survey ;  you 
have  ascertained  whether  the  tea  and  dinner  sets  are  complete,  and  pro- 
perly matched ;  you  have  tried  the  tone  of  the  organ  and  piano-forte  ; 
eatisfied  yourself  as  to  the  quality  of  the  downs  in  three  or  four  of  the 
best  beds ;  looked  into  every  mirror,  and  selected  that  which  gives  back 
the  truest,  and  most  agreeable  image ;  ascertained  the  number  of  yards 
in  each  of  the  Brussels  carpets;  and  taken  due  note  of  the  couches, 
window-curtains,  pictures,  fire-screens,  footstools,  napery,  and  kitchen 
utensils,  most  likely  to  go  cheap.  In  all  this,  who  does  not  see  how  much 
healthful  excitement  and  recreation,  bodily  and  mental  ?  for  the  sight  and 
the  touch  have  no  sooner  proved  the  quality  of  an  article,  than  internal 
arrangements  and  calculations  are  going  on  to  determine  the  how  and  the 
how  much,  whereby  you  are  to  baffle  all  competition.  But  the  hour  is  at 
length  come,  and  the  man  of  the  mallet  ascends  the  rostrum,  though  not 
before  you  have  had  a  few  minutes'  civil  conversation  with  him ;  at  least  I 
always  observed  my  aunt  inquire  for  his  health  and  that  of  his  family,  drop- 
ping at  same  time  a  few  hints  in  his  ear,  to  the  effect  that  he  must  not  hang 
long  to-day,  otherwise  she  could  not  wait,  &c.,  &c.  And  now  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  '^  all  are  attentive  to  the  godlike  man,"  while  lot  first, 
a  miscellaneous  mass  of  odd  forks,  skewers,  brushes,  and  blacking  bot- 
tles, in  a  once-japanned  knife-tray,  lies  under  the  uplifted  mall.  He 
knows  the  importance  of  a  good  beginning,  and  immediately  casts  his 
eyes  towards  you.  ''  Come,  Miss  So  and  So  ;  a  first  bode  from  you  bodes 
luck,"  is  the  primal  specimen  of  his  wit — an  ingredient,  by  the  by,  not  to 
be  forgotten  in  the  enumeration  of  roup-going  pleasures.  You  don't 
care  much  for  the  articles,  perhaps,  but  out  of  complaisance  you  oblige 
him  at  a  cheap  rate.  He  returns  the  favour  by  knocking  them  off  in- 
atanter,  amid  the  screams  and  murmurs  of  a  dozen  intending  competi- 
tors, all  of  whom  declare  the  word  was  just  on  their  tongue's  end ;  and 
among  whom  you  are  pleased  to  observe  two  or  three  envious  opponents 
who,  on  a  former  occasion,  had  probably  made  you  pay  something  more 
than  enough  for  a  rarity.  You  have  vanquished  them  this  time,  how. 
ever  ;  and  that's  so  much  satisfaction  ;  though  your  pennyworth  should 
not,  on  examination,  turn  out  to  be  very  great.  But  only  suppose  that 
from  among  the  omnibus  rebus  of  the  medley,  you  should  pick  out 
quadam  alia  of  value,  which,  unobserved,  had  found  their  way  into 
the  tray — happily  a  very  silver-looking  tea,  eg%,  or  salt  spoon — then 
what  a  triumph  !  The  "  opposition"  is  quite  exasperated  at  your  good 
fortune,  and  immediately  perpetrate  the  organization  of  a  ^'  conservative* 
club"  for  the  purpose  of  monopolizing  all  future  good  bargains.  But 
even  out  oi  such  schemes  my  prudent  aunt,  I  believe,  often  ^ew  fresh 
matter  of  gratulation ;  for  the  clubbing  monopolists  generally  quarrelled 
about  dividing  the  first  half-dozen  of  lots  they  secured,  while  she  duly 
improved  the  period  of  their  (aside)  hostilities.  The  sale  goes  on — and 
once,  twice,  thrice,  you  have  realized  your  fondest  anticipations  ;  that  is  to 
say,  have  not  been  outbid  by  the  most  adventurous  of  your  own  sex,  and 
have  found  the  gentlemen  present  so  very  gallant  as  to  give  up  the 
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struggle  long  before  the  faUing  hammer  had  put  you  in  potteteion  of 
each  successive  prize ;  aad^  in  fine^  at  "  the  shut  of  eve^"  when  the  sale 
adjourns^  it  turns  out  that^  in  addition  to  your  intended  purchases,  a  vast 
number  of  precious  commodities  have  "  fallen^  unlocked  for,  in  ytmr^ 
hand/'  which,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  you  only  offered  for,  with  a 
view  to  hasten  on  the  business  and  save  time.  With  Miss  Mellow  these 
went  to  furnish  supernumerary  beatitudes  to  the  nightly  visiona  that 
succeed  such  a  delightful  day's  occupation,  and  to  cheer  on  the  fortu^ 
nate  and  frugal  dame  to  fresh  conquests  awaiting  her  on  the  morrov 
morning  at  "  ten  o'clock  precisely." 

It  is  an  ungracious  task  to  add  that  there  are  not  wanting  human 
beings  so  senseless  and  malicious  as  to  attempt  to  allay  the  pure  and 
harmless  pleasures  we  have  faintly  pourtrayed.  I  have  heard  my  revered 
aunt  asked  a  hundred  times,  in  a  scornful  sort  of  way,  what  was  the  U40 
of  some  of  her  most  valuable  purchases,  and  how  she  could  spend  a  whole 
summer's  day  at  such  a  vulgar  assembly  as  a  roup  ?  Others  have  talked 
sentimentally  of  the  sorrow  they  would  feel  on  seeing  the  unthinking 
crowd  stalk  rudely  and  at  large  through  the  privacies  of  departed  worth, 
or  the  desolated  haunts  of  social  and  domestic  endearment.  But  she 
well  knew  that  such  was  only  the  language  of  youth,  inexperience,  or 
envy ;  and  it  made  little  impression  on  her  mind,  so  far  as  I  could  ob. 
serve,  and  certainly  none  on  her  habits.  Yet  I  have  my  suspicions  that 
she  sometimes  experienced  a  momentary  fit  of  depression,  probably  an. 
ticipating  the  fatal  day  when  the  auctioneer' should  be  summoned  "  to 
do  for  her  what  he  had  done  for  thousands ;"  and  then  taking  me  up 
stairs  with  her  to  the  sacred  depository  of  aU  her  trophies,  *'  she  would 
gaze  on  them,  as  if  increase  of  appetite  had  grown  by  what  it  fed  on,'* 
and  bid  me  translate,  in  my  best  style,  the  pathetic  interrogatories  of 
M6libceu8  :^ 

«£n! 

Impius  haec  tam  culta  novalia  miles  habebit  ? 

Barborus  hat  legetet  ?** 

which  I  took  care  to  do  freely,  rendering  *'  miles"  the  malleU>man,  and 
so  on,  to  suit  the  case  of  my  auditor.  But  these  clouds  passed  over,  and 
nothing  ever  made  the  docile  Miss  Mellow  so  much  inclined  to  listen  to 
the  homilies  of  her  advisers,  for  a  time,  as  the  incident  with  which  I 
close  this  rambling  but  truthful  reminiscence.  One  day  when  the  houses 
hold  effects  of  a  family  in  the  neighbourhood  were  being  disposed  of 
she  had  been  unavoidably  detained  at  home  for  an  hour  or  two  after  the 
sale  had  commenced,  and  just  as  she  arrived  at  the  spot,  the  master  of  the 
ceremonies  was  bawling  "  Half-a-crown— once — ^twice !  Half-a- crown !" 
She  sprung  forward  and  peered  a-tiptoe  over  the  shoulders  of  the  crowd, 
to  ascertain  what  the  article  might  be ;  but  being  Zaccheus-like  in  sta- 
ture, and  aware  that,  if  she  would  be  the  owner,  no  time  was  to  be  lost 
in  inquiries,  she  breathlessly  cried  out  *'  threepence  more ;"  and,  quam 
primum,  had  handed  along  to  her,  amid  the  joy  and  good  wishes  of  the 
company,  a  very  handsome  baby's  cradle !  This  was  rather  a  /atue  ptu 
for  the  ti^e  being,  and  indeed  was  a  pretty  long-lived  theme  of  scorn 
among  the  village  fair ;  but  I  could  not  but  think,  after  the  storm  of 
raillery  had  overblown,  that  my  aunt  was  just  as  well  pleased  to  see 
the  pretty  little  toy  in  the  garret  as  many  other  articles  of  more  unme<« 
diate  use, 


399 


PAUPERISM— POOR-LAW  COMMISSION. 

**  To  provide  Ibr  us  in  our  neoenf  ties  is  not  in  the  power  of  Ocrveimnent  It  would  be  e  vain  vn. 
•orapCion  in  sUtesDien  to  think  ther  can  do  it  The  people  nuiintain  them,  and  not  they  the  peo. 
pie.  It  is  not  only  so  of  the  state  and  statesmen,  hut  or  all  the  classes  and  descriptions  (of  the  rich. 
Tbey  are  the  pensioners  of  the  poor,  and  are  maintained  by  their  supofluity.  They  are  under 
an  sosdute,  hereditary,  and  Indefeadblie  dependence  on  those  who  labour,  and  are  miscalled  the  poor, 

"  MotUng  can  be  so  base  and  wicked  as  the  poUtioal  canting  language,  *<  The  Labouring  I^r/* 
Let  eompasskm  be  shewn  in  actloo— >the  more  the  better— «ccording  to  every  man's  ability  ;  but  let 
these  be  no  lamentation  of  their  condition.  It  is  no  relief  to  thdr  miserable  circumstances:  it  Is 
oply  an  insult  to  their  mlsenblettnderBtaodings.'' 

BvuK^-^TAoughii  and  Details  on  Scarcity, 


It  miglit  well  seem  strange^  could  any  degree  of  party  perverseness 
Beem  bo^  that  the  very  men  who  claim  to  be  sole  interpreters  of  the 
wisdom  of  Borke^  are  those  on  whom  are  most  utterly  lost  the  lessons 
bestowed  in  the  short  treatise^  an  extract  from  which  stands  at  the  head 
of  our  present  observations.  Our  readers  need  not  be  informed,  that 
the  "  Thoughts  and  Details  on  Scarcity/'  were  originally  presented  to 
Mr.  Pitt^  in  1795^  at  the  moment  when  that  heaven-bom  statesman  was 
meditating  new  enactments  for  completion  of  the  venerable  pile  of  Bri. 
tish  pauperism— for  improvement  of  temporary  distress  into  permanent 
demoralization. 

Under  such  a  system  of  law  and  local  administration  as  that  which^ 
more  especially  for  thirty-five  or  forty  years  past^  has  been  partly 
knowingly,  partly  unknowingly,  levelled  against  the  virtue  and  well, 
being  of  the  labouring  class  in  England ;  that  class,  had  it  even  possessed 
a  degree  of  intelligence  and  prudence,  such  as  it  were  all  but  romantic  to 
expect  from  any  order  of  men,  would  vainly  (as  a  whole)  have  striven  to 
elevate  its  condition.  And  whence  the  inutility  of  its  best  efforts? 
Hear  it,  men  of  homilies  on  the  improvidence  of  the  poor  !  Hear  how 
vainly  tiie  most  provident  conduct  on  their  part  would  have  contended 
with  the  inevitable  effects  on  their  condition  produced  by  the  improvi^ 
dence  of  the  rich. 

Suppose  that  in  1795,  and  those  succeeding  years,  when  the  rise  in  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce  was  accompanied  with  a  rise  in  the  wages 
of  labour  more  than  proportionate  to  the  heightened  cost  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  the  landlords  had  already  taken  alarm  lest  the  in. 
creased  wages  of  labour  should  be  permanent : — suppose,  however  wild 
the  supposition,  that  the  labouring  class  had  been  capable  of  combining 
in  one  collective  body,  and  a  majority  of  them  acting  as  if  inspired  with 
a  single  volition  : — suppose  this  class,  in  the  southern  and  eastern  coun- 
ties where  the  plague  began,  had  possessed  sufficient  sagacity  to  derive 
hope  for  themselves  from  the  source  of  apprehension  to  their  superiors, 
-—to  perceive  the  possibility  of  emerging  from  a  state  of  vas8alage,^-of 
so  limiting  their  own  numbers,  and  so  raising  the  conventional  standard 
of  necessaries  erected  by  opinion  amongst  them,  that  their  wages  should 
be  permanently  maintained  above  their  former  level. 

Suppose  they  had  resolved  in  grand  combination  for  this  purpose : — 

IHly,  That  the  scale  of  esteem  and  repute  established  within  iheir  own 
body  should  be  graduated  according  to  the  degrees  of  sobriety,  skill,  and 
industry. 

9iil$ff  That  moral  and  prudential  restraint  on  intercourse,  whether 
illicit  or  (so  styled)  licit,  between  the  sexes,  should  be  enforced  by  every 
sanction  within  the  power  of  their  own  body. 

Sdly,  That  migration,  whether  to  other  parishes  or  abroad,  should  be 
encouraged  by  the  whole  body,  when  members  of  it  became  redundant. 
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Enter  the  Or$at  Unpaid,    Mark  their  proceedlngB ! 

l9tly,  The7  ^^  ^P  ^^^^  blessed  Allowance  System,  leTelling,  at  a 
single  blow,  the  natural  distinction  of  wages  between  the  least  and  the 
most  industrious  labourer. 

2dly,  They  substitute  an  artificial,  for  the  natural  distinction  above 
mentioned,— adjust  the  rate  of  wages  to  the  size  of  the  labourer  s  fa- 
mily,— and  thus  forcibly  supersede  the  sole  effectual  check  on  the  worst 
of  imprudences,  by  a  direct  and  flagrant  premium  tipon  that  very  im- 
prudence. 

Mly,  By  operation  of  the  law  of  settlement,  they  impede  the  flow  of 
labour  from  over-supplied  to  under.supplied  districts. 

Now,  how  could  the  class  of  labourers,  even  supposing  a  majority  of 
them  endowed  with  any  humanly-conceivable  measure  of  wisdom  and 
virtue,  have  contended  against  the  inevitable  effects  of  such  a  system — 
effects  partly  intended,  partly  unforeseen  by  its  authors  ?— ^a  system  so 
fatally  calculated  to  lower  the  whole  character  and  condition  of  the  la. 
bouring  population,  by  encouraging  the  worst  habits  of  the  worst  part  of 
that  population — by  throwing  on  the  industrious,  if  rate-payers,  the 
support  of  the  idle  ;  or  whether  rate-payers  or  no,  at  all  events  depress- 
ing their  wages,  through  the  stimulus  given  to  over.population, — ^in  other 
words,  to  over-supply  of  labour,  and,  through  the  encroachments  made 
to  pamper  sloth,  on  the  capital  which  should  nourish  industry.  Here  is 
improvidence  authorized,  nay  enforced,  by  act  of  Parliament,  adminis. 
tered  by  courts  of  justice,  prevalent  in  Petty  Sessions.  Here  is  the  ifn- 
providence  of  the  rick  I    And  they  rail  at  the  improvidence  of  the  poor ! 

That  tlie  foregoing  remarks  are  no  exaggeration  of  the  tendencies  of 
the  present  system  of  Poor  Laws,  will  appear  to  the  heart's  content  of 
all  whose  minds  are  open  to  evidence,  from  a  very  few  brief  extracts  from 
the  useful  publication  before  us.^  In  the  systematic  table  of  contents 
prefixed  to  the  volume,  which  might  almost  be  termed  the  Catahgus 
Raisonn^  of  our  ruin,  we  find  under  the  general  head  of  Labourers  the 
following  notices : — ^'  Labourers  reduce  themselves  to  pauperism,  as  work 
is  reserved  for  those  who  will  immediately  come  on  the  parish" 

The  first  reference  under  this  head  is  to  the  evidence  contained  in 
Mr.  Power's  Report  from  Cambfidgeshire.  The  foUowing  is  a  sample  of 
its  tenor  :— 

<'  One  very  pernicious  effect  is  that  arisingf.from  the  interested  preference  shown  by 
the  employer  to  men  xvith  families,  whereby  the  young  men  are  thrown  upon  parish 
work — so  ruinous  to  all  habits  of  industry ;  and  every  motive  suggested  for  an  early 
and  improvident  marriage.  When  the  farmer  employs  the  young  single  man,  it  is 
seldom  or  never  by  the  great,  as  it  is  termed,  but  at  daily  wages,  little  above  those  of 
parish  employment,  which  as  easier  work,  and  often  no  work  at  all,  he  prefers.  A 
still  worse  preference,  though  equally  natural,  is  that  which  distinguishes  between  the 
destitute  person,  and  the  person  possessed  of  the  present  means  of  support,  postponing, 
of  course,  the  claims  of  the  latter;  whereby  the  disposition  to  save  earnings  is  not 
only  discouraged  but  actively  thwarted,  and  the  gifts  of  fortune  become  a  sure  induce- 
ment to  idlene^ns  and  ruin.  More  than  one  case  was  mentioned  to  me  of  persons  who» 
having  been  detected  in  the  possession  of  property,  the  result  of  former  economy,  were 
refused,  no^ relief,  but  even  employment,  until  they  had  rendered  themselves  worthy 
of  their  hire,  by  wasting  in  idleness  their  previous  accumulations.** 

Mr.  William  Hickson,  senior,  (of  Hickson  and  Son's  wholesale  shoe- 
warehouse,  Smithiield,)  states : — "  As  a  manufacturer  at  Northampton, 
as  a  tradesman  employing  workmen  in  London,  and  as  the  owner  of 

*  Extracts  from  the  information  received  by  his  Majesty^s  Commisnoners^  as  to 
the  administration  and  operation  of  Poor  Laws.     London,  1833. 
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tome  land  at  Stansford  in  Kent^  I  have  had  yariouB  opportunities  of  ob- 
eerving  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws  :"— > 

• 

**  The  case  of  a  man  who  has  worked  for  me,  will  show  the  effect  of  the  parish  sys- 
tem in  preventing  frugal  habits.  This  is  a  hard-working,  industrious  man,  named 
William  Williams.  He  is  married,  and  bad  saved  some  money,  to  the  amount  of 
about  seventy  pounds,  and  had  two  cows ;  he  had  also  a  sow  and  ten  pig&  He  had 
got  a  cottage  well  furnished ;  be  was  the  member  of  a  Benefit  Club,  at  Meopham, 
from  which  he  received  8s.  a-week  when  he  was  ill.  He  was  beginning  to  leani  to 
read  and  write,  and  sent  his  children  to  the  Sunday  SchooL  He  had  a  legacy  of  about 
L.46,  but  he  got  his  other  money  together  by  saving  from  his  fair  wages  as  a  wag- 
goner. Some  circumstances  occuired  which  obliged  me  to  part  with  him.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  labouringjman  having  been  frugal  and  saved  money,  and  got  the  cows, 
was,  that  no  one  would  employ  him,  although  his  superior  character  as  a  workman 
was  well  knoB^  in  the  parish.  He  told  me  at  the  time  that  I  was  obliged  to  part 
with  him, — <  Whilst  I  have  these  things  I  shall  get  no  work.  I  must  part  with  them. 
T  must  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  beggary  before  any  one  will  employ  me.'  I  was  com- 
pelled to  part  with  him  at  Michaelmas — he  has  not  yet  got  work,  and  he  has  no 
chance  of  getting  any  until  he  has  become  a  pauper;  for,  until  then,  the  paupers  will 
be  preferred  to  him.  He  cannot  get  work  in  his  own  parish,  and  he  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  get  any  in  other  parishes.  Another  instance  of  the  same  kind  occurred, 
amongst  my  workmen.  Thomas  Hardy,  the  brother-in*law  of  the  same  man,  was  an 
excellent  workman,  discharged  under  similar  circumstances ;  he  has  a  very  industrious 
wif&  They  have  got  two  cows,  a  well'funiished  cottage,  and  a  pig,  and  fowla  Now 
be  cannot  get  work  ^ause  he  has  property.  The  pauper  will  be  preferred  to  him  ; 
and  he  can  only  qualify  himself  for  it  by  becoming  a  pauper.  If  he  attempts  to  get 
work  elsewhere,  he  is  told  that  they  do  not  want  to  fix  him  on  the  parish.  Both 
these  are  fine  young  men,  and  as  excellent  labourers  as  I  could  wish  to  have.  The 
latter  labouring  man  mentioned  another  instance  of  a  labouring  man  in  another  parish 
(Henstead)  who  had  once  had  more  property  than  he,  but  was  obliged  to  consume  it 
all,  and  is  now  working  on  the  roads. 

^  Such  an  instance  as  that  of  William  Williams  is  enough  to  demoralize  a  whole 
district.  I  say  myself,  that  the  labouring  man  who  saves  where  such  an  abominable 
system  prevails,  is  foolish  in  doing  so.  What  must  be  the  natural  effect  of  such  a 
case  on  the  mind  of  a  labouring  man?  Will  he  not  say  to  himself,  why  should  I 
save  ?  Why  should  I  diminish  my  present  scanty  enjoyments,  or  lay  by  anything  on 
the  chance  of  my  continuing  with  my  present  master,  when  he  may  die,  or  the  means 
of  employment  foil  him,  when  my  store  will  be  scattered  to  waste,  and  I  shall  again 
be  made  a  pauper  like  William  Williams,  before  I  can  be  allowed  to  work  for  my 
living  ?  This  system,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  circulation  of  labour,  I  am  firmly  per- 
suaded, can  only  be  put  an  end  to  by  utterly  abolishing  the  law  of  settlement,  and 
establishing  a  uniform  national  rate,  so  as  to  allow  a  man  to  be  relieved  at  the  place 
where  he  is  in  want,  instead  of  his  being  pinned  to  the  soil.** 

To  the  same  purpose  are  the  replies  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Bailey^  chap, 
lain  of  the  Tower,  to  the  queries  put  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  whose  evidence 
from  London  and  Berkshire,  abounds  in  details  so  valuable,  that  no 
reader  will  think  more  than  its  rightful  due,  the  large  space  in  the  vo- 
Inme  which  it  occupies  :— 

«I  am  certain,**  says  the  above-named  reverend  gentleman,  *'  that  the  poor  labourers 
of  those  parishes  with  which  I  have  been  connected  in  the  country  are  fully  aware 
that  it  is  not  their  interest  to  advance  their  condition  by  the  acquisition  of  property. 
I  once  congratulated  my  bailiff  on  the  prospect  of  his  inheriting,  by  his  wife,  a 
little  real  property;  he  replied,  '  It  would  be  of  no  use  to  me,  Sir;  fori  should  be 
leas  able  to  get  employment,  and  could  obtain  no  relief  until  it  was  all  spent*  When 
the  gentlemen  and  clergy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Henly  contemplated  the  establish. 
ment  of  a  savings-bank  in  their  neighbourhood,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  address  the 
young  men  on  the  subject,  after  morning  service  and  urged  upon  them  the  propriety 
of  saving  for  their  protection  against  the  contingencies  of  sickness  and  old  age.  They 
listened  to  me  very  attentively.  One  or  two  persons  asked  me  whether  [  honestly 
thought  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  more  than  themselves  if  they 
saved?  I  was  startled  by  the  inquiry,  but,  on  consideration,  I  found  that  I  really 
could  not  state  that  it  would  be  for  their  benefit  to  save.  The  decided  cpnviction  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  labourers  was,  that  any  saving  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
parish  and  the  farmers,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  saving." 
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Is  farther  proof  required  of  this  destructive  vice  of  the  present  sys- 
tern  P     It  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cowell's  Report  from  Cambridgeshire : — 

<*  Mr.  Nuh,  of  Royston,  is  proprietor  and  occupier  of  a  farm  containing  IdOacra, 
situate  a  mile  and  a  half  from  his  residence,  and  in  about  equal  proportions  in  the 
parishes  of  Barhway  and  Reed,  in  the  country  of  Hertford.  It  is  what  is  usually 
called  an  outfield  fkrm,  being  at  the  extremity  of  these  parishes,  and  nearly  equidis. 
tant  from  Roysion,  Therfield,  Reed,  Barhwuy,  and  Barley.  Mr.  Nash  employed  six 
men  (to  whom  he  giyes  throughout  ^he  year,  12b.  a-week),  two  boys,  and  six  horseb 
In  1829,  Mr.  Clarke,  the  overseer  of  Reed  (a  respectable  man,  who  occupies  half  the 
parish,  and  has  generally  managed  all  its  public  concerns),  told  Mr.  Nash  he  could  no 
longer  collect  the  money  for  poor  rates,  without  resorting  to  coercive  measures,  which 
he  would  not  do ;  and  that  the  unemployed  poor  must  be  apportioned  among  the  oc- 
cupiers of  land,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  quantities;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Nash) 
must  take  two  more  men.  All  Mr.  Naah*s  labourers  had  been  some  years  in  his  ser- 
vice, and  were  steady,  industrious  men,  and  he  regretted  the  necessity  of  parting  with 
any  of  them.  The  two  men  displaced  were  those  who  came  last  into  his  service  (and 
for  that  reason  only.)  One  was  a  parishioner  of  Royston,  an  excellent  workman  at 
any  kind  of  work.  He  lived  near  Mr.  Nash*s  house  (a  great  convenience,)  and  his 
wift  superintended  a  small  school  Mrs.  Nash  had  established  for  the  benefit  of  her 
poor  neighbours.  The  other  was  John  Watford,  a  parishioner  of  Barley,  a  steady, 
industrious,  trustworthy,  single  man,  vfho,  hy  long  and  rigid  economy,  had  gaved  about 
L.100.  Of  the  two  men  sent  in  their  stead,  one  was  a  married  man,  with  a  ikmily, 
sickly  and  not  much  iaclined  to  work  ;  the  other  a  single  man,  addicted  to  drinkiog. 
On  being  dismissed,  Watford  applied  in  vain  to  the  farmers  of  Barley  for  employ* 
ment  //  waM  well  known  that  he  had  taved  money ,  and  could  not  come  upon  the 
parish,  although  any  qf  them  would  willingly  have  taken  him  had  it  been  otherwise, 
Watford  has  a  brother  also,  who,  like  himself,  has  saved  money  ;  and  though  he  has 
a  family,  and  has  been  laid  aside  from  work  for  six  years,  has  received  no  assistance 
from  the  parish.  After  living  a  few  months  without  being  able  to  get  any  work,  he 
bought  a  cart  and  two  horses,  and  has  ever  since  obtained  a  precarious  subsistence,  by 
carxying  com  to  London  for  one  of  the  Cambridge  merchants;  but  just  now  the  cur- 
rent of  com  is  northward,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do,  and  at  any  time  he  would  gladly 
have  exchanged  his  employment  for  that  of  day  labour,  if  he  could  have  obtained 
work.  No  reflection  is  intended  on  the  overseers  of  Barley  ;  they  only  do  what  all 
others  are  expected  to  do;  though  the, young  men  point  at  Watford,  and  call  him  a 
fM,  for  not  spending  his  money  at  a  public-house,  as  they  do,  adding,  that  then  he 
would  get  work.** 

Again : — 

<'  An  individual  who  had  risen  from  poverty,  and  accumulated  considerable  per- 
sonal property,  bequeathed  legacies  to  a  number  of  labourers,  his  relations.  Circum- 
stances delayed  for  several  months  the  collecting  in  the  testator*s  estate.  The  overseeriB 
deputy  of  one  parish,  in  which  some  of  the  legatees  were  labourers,  urged  to  the  agent 
of  the  executors  the  payment,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  benefit  the  parishioners, 
as  when  the  legacies  were  paid  they  would  not  find' employment  for  the  legatees,  be- 
cause  they  would  have  property  of  their  ownJ** 

<<  The  legatees  afterwards  applied  for  money  on  account  of  their  legacies.  //  was 
then  stated  that  some  qf  them,  who  lived  in  a  different  parish,  had  been  refuted  em^ 
ployment,  because  they  were  entitled  to  property.'" 

Yet^  under  all  these  dreadful  disadvantages  inflicted  by  that  charity 
which  rejoiceth  in  Acts  of  Parliament^  how  far  the  imputed  character  of 
improvidence  is  from  belonging  to  the  labouring  class  universally^  and 
how  safely  the  opposite  virtue  might  be  reckoned  upon,  if  those  who 
most  loudly  deplore  its  absence  would  simply  forbear  to  impede  its 
growth,  will  best  be  perceived  by  the  following  extract,  (from  Mr.  Chad- 
wick's  Berkshire  evidence,)  which  we  really  must  regard  as  a  most  re- 
markable and  precious  document : — • 

'<  A  magistrate,  who  takes  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor,  and  another  gen- 
tleman, both  of  whom  are  trustees  of  the  savings  bank  at  Reading,  iu  ansH'er  to  my 
inquiries  as  to  the  description  of  labourers  who  were  depositors  in  that  bank,  expressed 
their  conviction  that  no  agricultural  labourers,  or  at  least,  not  more  than  one  or 
tM'o^  were  to  be  found  amongst  them,  as  it  was  concluded  that  their  wages  would  not 
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enable  them  to  lay  by  anything.  Haying  ascertained  that  a  number  of  the  labonrert 
in  Cookham  parish  were  depositors  in  the  savings  bank  at  Maidenhead,  I  was  not 
satisfied  ivith  this  information,  and  requested  the  secretary  of  the  Reading  savings 
bank  to  examine  the  books  of  the  institution,  and  inform  me  whether  there  were  no 
agricaltnral  labourers  connected  with  it  His  return  was,  that  he  found  amongst  the 
depositors.i» 

*^  98  agricultural  labourers,  haying  deposits  to  the  amount  of  L.3)753,  17s.  2d. 

ayeiaging  to  each  depositor  upwards  of  L.38. 

<*  I  miade  a  similar  request  of  the  secretary  of  the  savings  bank  at  Newbury,  where 
I  learned  that,  out  of  693  depositors,  the  great  majority  of  whom  were  of  the  labour- 
ing classes,  there  were— 

138  agricultural  labourers,  whose  total  deposits  amounted  to  £5,672 

3  thatchers                ....  ao9 
2  shepherds                    -                    ...  74 

4  woodmen           -                    .                *                .  368 

^  It  appears  also  from  an  oflicial  return,  that  there  are  at  present  647  depositors  in 
the  savings  bank  at  Abingdon, '  out  of  which  (the  secretary  states)  about  100  are  agri-< 
cultural  labourers,  but  we  have  never  distinguished  that  labourer  from  any  other.' 

«  I  may  further  illustrate  this  by  reference  to  an  account  of  the  depositors  in  Exe- 
ter savings  bank,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1829,  with  which  I  have  been  favoured 
by  Mr.  J.  Tidd  Pratt.  This  bank  serves  for  the  greater  proportion  of  the  county, 
and  the  number  of  the  depositors  excludes  the  supposition  that  what  they  do  is  not 
evidence  of  the  capabilities  of  each  class. 

"  The  following  is  the  account :— .. 

808  small  farmers,  the  total  amount  of  whose  deposits  is  L.41,621 
2,072  agricultural  labourers  and  husbandmen 
478  tradesmen  and  small  shopkeepers 
2,376  artificers,  mechanics,  and  handicraftsmen 
140  labourers  in  the  employ  of  tradesmen  and  artificers 
452  females  engaged  in  trade  or  business 
492  apprentices  .... 

202  carriers,  drivers^  guards,  messengers,  and  porters 
396  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  clerks^  shopwomen,  and 

shopmen,  teachers  and  governesses 
888  male  servants  .... 

3y497  fiemale  servants  .... 

636  seafaring  persons         .... 
43  soldiers  .  •  .  .  . 

133  lower  officers  of  the  revenue  and  pensioners 
93  officen  on  half-pay,  clergymen,  dissenting  ministers, 

and  professional  men,  &c.     ... 
212  females  of  small  means,  unooonected  with  business, 
or  not  particularly  described 
*8,047  children  of  all  classes  ... 


..41,621 

8 

1 

70,688 

3  10 

26,643 

2 

8 

94,668 

13 

8 

4,601 

10 

1 

14,282 

19 

8 

3,361 

1 

8 

8,873 

0 

11 

18,970 

1 

3 

45,660 

2 

7 

102,882 

2 

7 

24^47 

18 

1 

1,014 

6 

7 

8,942 

7  11 

6,459 

1 

6 

12,216 

8  10 

127,064 

8 

6 

20,865  individuals  entitled  to  -  -  -  612,278  18    0 

258  friendly  societies         ....  41,36111     3 

115  charitable  insdtutionfl  and  societies     -  •   ~  14,902  17    7 


Total  amount    L.668,628    6    1 

<<  In  1 828,  the  total  number  of  depositors  in  Berkshire  was  7,007.  Theie  were  also 
70  Friendly  Societies.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  subsequent  accounts  from 
any  other  places  in  the  county  than  those  I  have  mentioned.  Mr.  Pratt  has  examio* 
ed  fbr  me  the  official  returns  made  in  the  year  1827  from  273  savings  banks  in  Eng. 
land  and  Wales^  from  accounts  made  up  to  November  1826.  The  total  number  of 
depositors  in  these  banks  was  288,798.  Amongst  them  were  9,082  small  farmers,  and 
2^020  agricultural  labourers.-f-      Notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  interest  on  depo« 

*  A  large  proportion  of  the  deposits  in  the  names  of  children  are  known  to  be  made 
to  evade  the  limitation  of  the  amount  of  depositee. 

•f  The  witnesses  who  have  been  instrumental  in  the  new  and  improved  systems  of 
management  in  the  several  parishes  in  which  I  have  found  the  progress  of  pauperism 
kas  been  checked  by  more  strict  administration,  express  their  conviction  that,  If  the 
exemptioDs  from  the  consequences  of  improridence  were  abolished  or  diminished — ^that 
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titei  in  taTingt  banka,  I  am  informed  that  the  number  of  dcpodtea  from  the  working 
rlnniifn  haa,  on  the  whole,  increased,  and  ifl  at  the  present  time  increasing,  from  twtrj 
part  of  the  kingdom,  Ireland  included. 

The  mention  of  Ireland  leads  us  for  a  moment  to  regard,  in  conjunc- 
tion, the  common  sources  of  pauperism  in  that  country  and  this.  These 
are  touched  upon  with  admirable  justness,  in  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Little  of  Stanhope,  a  populous  and  extensive  parish  in 
the  lead-mining  district  of  Durham  : — 

**  I  assume  it  as  certain  that  no  man  will  work  hard  without  the  hope  of  thereby 
bettering  his  circumstances,  and  also  that  without  such  hope  there  is  no  hold  upon  the 
labouring  classes.  I  may  in  proof  refer  to  the  apparently  anomalous  circumstance,  that 
the  Irish  labourer,  without  Poor  LawB^  and  the  labourer  of  the  south  of  England,  under 
a  lax  administratfon  of  theni,  seem  to  be  nearly  in  the  same  mmml  oondition,  irhich  I 
ascribe  to  the  want  of  the  all-moving  sHmttlut  if  hope.  They  are  so  situated  that  neither 
can  look  to  improre  their  condition  by  any  exertion  or  good  conduct  of  their  own,  and 
becoming  reckless  and  degraded  in  feeling^  they  give  a  loose  to  their  appetites  and 
passions  without  thinking  of  consequences.  Hence  indolence,  habits  of  dissipation, 
improvident  marriage,  turbalcBSe  uid  crime — erery  thing  in  short  which  leads  to 
misery  and  pauperism.* 

This  is  somewhat  more  to  the  point  than  the  language  of  Mr.  Poolett 
Scrope,  who  talks  as  if  the  difference  which,  thank  God ! — ^not  Mr. 
Poulett  Scrope,  nor  his  fellow  magistrates  of  Wiltshire — still  exists  be- 
tween the  situation  of  the  labourer  in  Ireland  and  England,  were  attri- 
butable solely  to  the  presence  or  the  absence  of  a  system  of  compulsory 
relief.  Whereas,  it  appears  that  where  that  relief  is  administered  most 
unsparingly,  the  condition  of  the  labourer  approximates  most  nearly  to 
that  of  the  Irish  peasant,  who  has  no  claim  to  relief  at  all. 

Oh,  but,  says  Mr.  Poulett  Scrope,  the  evil  effects  of  the  English  Poor 
Laws  result  from  its  illegal  perversion,  not  from  its  working.  And^  by 
"  illegal  perversion,"  he  principally  intends  the  Allowance  System, 

Undoubtedly,  as  a  device  for  keeping  wages  up  to  the  price  of  bread, 
the  allowance  system  bears  on  its  face  a  character  of  consummate  absur. 
dity.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  cunning  piece  of  machinery  for  keeping 
wages  down\o  the  rate^of  bare  and  absolute  necessaries,  it  deserves  no 
other  name  than  that  of  cold-blooded  and  atrocious  crime.  Again,  as  a 
contrivance  for  shifting  in  part  tbe  expense  of  employing  labour  from 
those  who  profit  by  its  employment  to  those  who  do  not,  Mr.  Poulett 
Scrope  cannot  charge  it  with  any  weight  of  obloquy  to  which  we  shall 
not  be  willing  to  add  our  mite  of  aggravation.  It  may,  nevertheless,  be 
true  that  this  same  system  of  allowance  will,  in  some  cases,  sprout  forth 
as  a  necessary  offshoot  from  the  present  right  to  parochial  relief.* 

To  shew  this,  let  it  only  be  remembered  what  sort  of  Herculean  task 
it  is  that  the  present  system  takes  on  itself.  It  undertakes  that  every 
one  of  those  antiquated,  irregular,  and  awkward  enclosures,  called  pa- 
rishee,  shall  be  saddled  with  the  maintenance  of  every  man,  woman,  and 

is,  if  the  bounties  on  improvidence  were  removed— sayings  banks  and  such  provident 
and  admirable  institutions  would  increase  in  number  and  importance.  Amongst  others, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Whately,  of  Cookham,  expresses  a  strong  opinion  that  this  would  be  the 
result,  and  speaks  confidently  from  experience,  of  the  eflbct  of  a  more  strict  adminis- 
tration within  his  parish,  where  many  of  those  able-bodied  persons  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  receive  parochial  aid,  became  frugal,  and  depositors  in  savings  banks  when 
they  were  thrown  upon  their  own  resources.  Whilst  the  number  of  the  depodtes  from 
the  adjacent  parishes  and  in  the  neighbouring  savings  banks  greatly  diminished  in 
consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  interest  on  depositee,  the  number  of  depositors 
from  Cookham  increased.     1  have  similar  evidence  from  parts  of  the  metropolis. 

*  We  do  not  mean  to  prejudge  the  question  concerning  the  expediency  of  levying 
a  rate  for  the  poor  on  larger  districts,  or  on  the  nation. 
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child,  who  happens  to  have  gained  a  legal  settlement  within  its  limits : 
and  thisy  without  the  least  regard  to  its  size  in  proportion  to  population^ 
to  the  ability  of  its  rate-payers^  or  to  the  pressure  of  any  crushing  emer. 
gency.  Let  the  fund  for  employment  of  labour  in  a  parish  cease  to  be 
adequate, — ^this  might  occur  through  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  in  more 
than  one  agricultural  district, — ^this  has  occurred  through  existence  of 
those  laws  in  many  a  manufacturing  township^ — immediately  the  incomes 
of  the  rate-payers  [whether  employers  of  labour  or  no]  must  be  taxed  to 
supply  the  deficit,  and  maintain  those  who  (the  Law  has  said)  shall  live 
upon  the  labour  of  others,  whenever  their  own  happens  to  fail  them 
within  the  narrow  bounds  of  their  parish^  and  shall  not  only  be  dispensed 
bat  discouraged  from  seeking  in  any  other  parish  fresh  sources  of  em- 
ployment, iK^ch  may  be  running  waste  for  want  of  hands.*  The  ques- 
tion for  the  rate-payers,  under  this  law-begotten  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing a  labouring  population,  whose  labour  has  ceased  to  maintain  itself, 
will  often  resolve  itself  into  a  choice  between  ruin  instarU  or  ultimate  / 
and  the  only  means  of  avoiding  the  former  alternative  (by  embracing  the 
latter)  may  be  by  aid  of  this  same  system  of  allowance.  £ven  the  choice 
supposes  a  parish  where  ruin  is  only  as  yet  in  pro^re««-— where  the  law 
which  says  no  man  shall  starve,  has  not  as  yet  diffused  starvation  over 
the  whole  body  of  parishioners — where  the  final  goal  of  abandonment  of 
property,  and  cessation  of  tillage,  has  not  as  yet  been  happily  arrived 
at — ^a  result  outstripping,  in  many  places,  the  warmest  aspirations  of  the 
wise  admirers  of  compulsory  charity,  and  its  consequences,f 

One  example  is  worth  a  dozen  arguments.  **  The  township  of  Winla- 
ton,  near  Newcastle,  (See  Mr.  Wilson's  Report  from  Durham,)  affords 
a  striking  instance  of  the  intolerable  burthens  often  thrown  on  narrow 
localities  by  casualties  impossible  to  foresee  or  to  provide  against.  The 
failure  of  the  iron- works  of  Crowley,  Millington,  &  Co.^  in  1815,  raised 
the  rat-es  in  that  township  at  once  to  sixteen  shillings  in  the  pound  on  the 
rack-rent,  while  the  adjacent  township  remained  at  2s.  or  3s.  It  also, 
in  a  manner^  compelled  the  adoption  of  the  Allowance  System,  which  Wln- 
laton  township  has  never  since  been  able  to  throw  off." 

The  process  was  concisely  as  foUows : — On  the  failure  of  the  above- 
mentioned  establishment^  involving  the  loss  of  a  benefit-fund  to  which  the 
men  Bubscribed,  and  which  was  intrusted  to  the  care  of  their  employers. 


*  The  Rev.  R.*R.  Bailey,  who  has  had  extensive  opportunities  of  observing  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Poor  Laws  in  the  rural  districts,  states,— .<<  Very  frequent  instances  have 
occurred  to  me  of  one  parish  being  full  of  laboarers,  and  sufiforing  greatly  from  want  of 
employment,  whilst  in  another  adjacent  paiish,  there  is  a  demand  for  labour.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  the  labourers  were  freed  from  their  present  trammels,  there  would 
be  such  a  circulation  of  labour  as  would  relieve  the  agricultural  districts.**    p.  271. 

-)-  The  following  is  extracted  from  a  communication  made  by  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Jeston, 
Rector  of  Cholesbury,  Bucks,  to  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners : — 

**  I  am  informed,  by  the  very  oldest  of  my  parishioners,  that,  sixty  years  ago,  there 
was  but  one  person  who  received  parish  relief;  but  it  should  seem  that  the  parish,  ibr 
many  years  past,  has  been  an  overburdened  one ;  though  within  the  last  year  the  bur- 
dens have  been  much  increased  by  the  land  going  out  of  cultivation,  and  the  whole 
population  of  the  parish  being  thrawn  upon  the  rates.  In  fact,  for  some  years,  I  un- 
derstand the  land  was  let  only  by  means  of  the  proprietors  consenting  to  become  guar- 
antee to  the  tenant  against  more  than  a  certain  amount  of  parochial  bui-dens,  all  above 
that  amount  to  be  considered  in  lieu  of  rent.  At  the  present  moment  some  of  the 
proprietors,  in  answer  to  communications  from  me  upon  parish  affairs,  have  confessed 
an  intention  to  abandon  altogether  their  property  in  the  parish,  rather  than  give  them- 
selves further  trouble  about  it^  from  their  actually  haying  lost  money  by  it— the  rates 
having  more  than  swallowed  up  the  rents.** 
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the  discharged  hands  were  all  at  once  entirely^  thrown  on  the  parish. 
The  practical  problem  now  left  for  solution  by  the  rate-payers  was,  how 
the  consequence  to  themselves  might  be  stopped  short  of  complete  ruin. 
This  could  only  be  done  by  finding  work  for  the  new  applicants,  and 
enabling  them  at  least  to  contribute,  in  part,  to  their  own  maintenance. 
The  course  adopted  was  to  apportion  them  out  amongst  the  neighbour- 
ing farmers,  at  such  a  pittance  of  wages  as  the  latter  could  be  induced  to 
give  for  the  services  of  mechanics  wholly  unused  to  farm  labour.  The 
men's  wages  were  then  made  up  by  the  parish  to  the  rate  considered  re- 
quisite for  subsistence.  Even  thus,  the  rates  rose  to  16s.  on  the  rack, 
rent,  and  a  practice  thus  commenced  on  the  mere  natural  impulse  of  self- 
preservation,  has  remained  an  obstinate  incubus  on  the  township,  ap  to 
the  present  hour. 

Such  of  our  observations  as  have  seemed  to  import  disparagement  to 
an  active  fellow.labourer  in  the  same  field,  Mr.  Poulett  Scrope,  have  pro- 
ceeded from  no  other  source  than  a  natural  antagonism  to  the  twist  which 
that  respectable  gentleman's  mental  muscles  always  contract,  when  he 
rushes  into  collision  with  those  whom  he  brands  as  theori^U  and  ecano^ 
mistSj  and  amongst  whom  we  presume  he  includes  Mr.  Senior,  and  one 
or  two  other  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  public  is  primarily  indebted  for  an 
inquiry  which  has  elicited  more  practical  knowledge  {teHe  the  volume 
now  before  us)  than  had  been  gathered  from  all  previous  researches  pat 
together.  We  disclaim,  however,  any  wish  to  depreciate  Mr.  Poulett 
Scrope's  own  services  in  the  treatment  of  this  subject ;  and  may  probably 
revert  to  them,  in  considering  the  remedies  proposed  for  existing  evils, 
at  some  future  opportunity. 


FRAGMENTS  FROM  METASTASIO. 

As  a  fiLintinf  flower  So  the  heart  of  Medoro 

I>  rerived  by  a  shower,  Recoren  its  ligrhtneas, 

VThow  foft  drops  All  o*er  it,  And  banishes  sorrow 

And  gently  restore  it,  Because  of  the  brightneM 

Ere  ever  it  dies ;  Of  thy  young  eyes. 


If  the  wsTC^  Si  it  wanders  from  shore  to  ahore^ 
If  the  breeze,  ss  it  tremblei  from  bloisom  to  bkMsom, 
Be  flclKle  ;  fiur  more 
Is  the  heart  in  thy  hosooB. 


When  the  lily,  langnid  flower, 

Crushed  by  hesyy  p]oogh<^are  lies, 

Seemeth  bud  nor  l<»f  haye  power 
Ever  more  firom  earth  to  rise ; 

But  let  Heay*n  bathe  anew 

The  prostrate  flower  with  morning  dew, 

Lo !  the  bent  stalk  up  again 

Riseth  gradual  from  the  plain ; 

And  the  splendour,  snowy-white, 

Steepeth  all  her  petals  bright. 
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ON  THE  REVIEW  OF  MISS  MARTINEAU'S  ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF  POLITICAL  ECONOMY  IN  THE  LAST  EDINBURGH 
REVIEW. 

There  are  many  passages  of  truth  and  beauty  in  the  article  on  Miss 
Martineau*s   Illustrations  of  Political  Economy  in  the  last   Edinburgh 
Review :  but  it  is  painful  to  add^  that  there  is^  throughout  the  whole  ar- 
ticle, a  false  and  ^  poor  tone  of  scepticism  which  mars  much  of  its  truth 
and  beauty.     So  it  has  always  been  with  the  Edinburgh  Review.     If  the 
Quarterly  has  confessedly  been  the  bigot's  review,  always  standing  up 
for  established  principles  and  practices,  however  false  and  mischievous ; 
the  Edinburgh  has  been   no  less  surely  the  sceptic's  Review,   always 
sneering  at  man's  highest  hope,  with  just  so  much  management  as  might 
flatter  a  sect,  whilst  it  advanced  the  interests  of  a  party.     It  is  this  de- 
fect of  the  highest  principle  which  will  account  for  a  change  very  likely 
to  be  more  and  more  conspicuous  in  the  two  Reviews.     The  professions 
of  the  Quarterly  will  gradually  be  sharpened  and  embittered  into  sneers, 
as  it  becomes  the  instrument  of  a  low  party,  and  begins  to  be  ashamed 
of  representing  a  suffering  sect.     Already  the  sneers  of  the  Edinbnrgh 
Review  have  been  dulcified  and  mollified  into  professions,  in  becoming 
the  organ  of  the  high  party,  in  order  to  connect  itself  more  strongly 
with  what  hopes  to  be  the  dominant  sect.     But  in  this  transition-state 
of  litterateurs,  it  will  be  seen  that  whilst  the  poet  laureat,  if  not  prevented 
by  habit  and  character,  may  regain  a  position  of  mind  quite  as  natural 
to  his  faculties,  and  nearly  as  suitable  to  his  attainments,  as  that  he  has 
so  long  assumed  ;  the  Lord  Chancellor,  urged  on  by  situation  and  circum- 
stances, wiU  find  his  power  of  supporting  errors  unnatural,  and  ineffec- 
tive, and  painful,  compared  with  his  power  of  shaking  them.    The  Quar- 
terly Editor  will,  we  venture  to  predict,  when  he  is  once  convinced  that 
his  vocation  is  in  that  direction,  have  no  difficulty  in  becoming  a  most 
finished  and  powerful  sceptic ;  to  the  confusion,  if  not  to  the  amazement 
of  his  quondam  friends  of  the  High  Church.    But  Edinburgh  Reviewers^ 
though  they  have  for  some  time  past  seen  plainly  that  their  present  cue 
is  profession,  are  not  able  to  quit  that  sceptic  tone  which,  though  false 
in  itself,  is  the  true  tone  of  the  Review.     Let  the  Quarterly  officials  be 
long  out,  and  we  shall  see  its  editor  matching  the  Encyclopedists  in  keen 
sarcasm,  supported  by  no  little  learning.     Let  the  Edinburgh  be  long 
tn,  and  we  shall  see  its  Reviewers  sinking  to  a  level  with  "  my  Grandmo- 
ther's Review,  the  British,"  in  wealcness  of  asseverated  dogmatisms,  though 
perhaps  they  may  be  more  speciously  expressed  in  formulas  of  science. 
In  a  word,  days  of  power  will  dawn  on  the  Quarterly  in  proportion  as 
its  CJ7  officio  writers  feel  their  places  to  be  irrecoverably  gone ;  and  a 
twilight   of  weakness  will   creep  over  the   Edinburgh,  as  its  placemen 
politicians  waste  their  strength  in  clinging  to  the  errors  they  are  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  support.     The  above  reflections  are  not  flattering  to 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  and  Tory  Reviews.     That  is  not  our  fault ; 
though  it  hmg  has  been,  and  we  fear  will  continue  for  some  little  time 
longer,  to  be  not  our  misfortune  only,  but  indeed  a  great  national  cala- 
mity ;  the  calamity  of  having  a  school  of  bigotry  in  the  one  Review,  and 
a  school  of  scepticism  in  the  other. 

What  critical  acumen  or  what  rhetorical  power  can  compensate  a  na- 
tion for  the  diffusion  of  such  sceptic  principles,  or  rather  such  sceptic 
unprincipledness,  as  is  half  concealed,  half  revealed  in  the  following  Whig 
roL.  III. — ^No.  XV.  2  B 
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dictum,  in  which  the  intolerance  of  scepticism  is  thinly  veiled  in  the 
commonplace  of  moderation^^-that  juste  milieu  system  which  ends  in 
being  unjust  to  man^  as  it  begins  by  being  false  to  God. 

'<  If  Migs  Martineau  can  be  mistaken  respecting  the  facta  of  Political  Economy,  we 
fear  that  she  is  much  more  likely  to  he  in  error  about  those  facts  in  human  nature, 
and  in  society,  which  appear  to  be  the  groundwork  of  her  political  expectations- 
There  may  be  fiicts  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  which  justify  the  suppoeition 
that  some  day  or  other  society  will  not  require  capital  puni8hmcnts.**.^£tirifi6«r^i^ 
Review f  p.  37« 

The  remainder  of  the  passage  affords  an  example  of  that  witty  blend- 
ing of  truth  and  falsehood,  that  confusion  of  a  pernicious  principle  with 
an  acknowledged  fact,  in  which  so  much  of  the  sophistical  art  and  so- 
phistical mischief  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  has  always  consisted.     But 
we  beg  to  recall  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  Whig  dictum^  insin- 
uated under  a  Whig  doubt, — *'  There  may  be  facts  with  which  we  are 
unacquainted,  which  justify  the  supposition  that  some  day  or  other  so- 
ciety will  not  require  capital  punishment."    This  statement  of  Sceptic 
Principle  may  be  what  is  called,  wittily  expressed ;  but  we  insist  that  its 
plain  meaning  is  an  insult  to  the  Divine  power,  or  to  the  Divine  good- 
ness— namely,  by  ascribing  to  God's  eternal  system  defects  whose  date 
will  be  contemporary  with  that  wickedness  and  folly  of  man^  from  which 
a  sufficient  meaps  of  escape  is  supplied,  if  it  be  honestly,  and,  therefore, 
effectively  employed  by  those  who  have  the  power,  be  they  priests, 
princes,  or  people.       We   know  no   commoner  impiety  than  that  of 
charging  on  the  system  of   Divine  Providence  those  imperfections  in 
human  institutions  for  which  God  has  supplied  a  remedy,  if  man,  or 
rather  if  those  in  authority,  will  but  employ  it.     Will  the  sceptic  tell 
us  that  he  is  unacquainted  with  any  facts  in  human  nature  and  in  so- 
ciety, which  justify  the  supposition,  that  if  the  priest  would  labour  in 
truth  and  sincerity  to  give  the  people,  from  infancy  to  old  age,  sound 
food  for  the  mind ;  and  if  the  prince  would  labour  honestly  and  resolute- 
ly to  ensure  the  people,  from  the  monarch  to  the  peasant,  sufficient  food 
for  the  body ;  that  the  solitary  prison  of  America,  so  fearful  to  the  cri- 
minal, might  not  be  gradually  substituted  for  that  dog-like  hanging 
which,  whether  we  look  to  the  few  opportunities,  or  numerous  tempta- 
tions of  the  culprit,  is  unjust,— or  whether  we  look  to  the  Chief  Justice 
who  dooms,  or  the  chief  agent  who  executes  the  sentence,  is  shocking  ? 
In  that  style  of  language  which  the  Edinburgh  Review  affects,  and  which 
a  keen  advocate  once  employed,  we  might  say,  ^'  the  very  worst  use  to 
which  a  man  can  be  put,  is  to  hang  him."    But  there  is  a  higher  prin- 
ciple than  utility  outraged  by  this  misuse  ;  that  diviner  principle  which, 
by  facts  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  justifies  the  supposition  to  our 
reason  that  some  day  or  other  society  will  not  require  capital  punish- 
ment.   To  charge  the  dog-like  hanging  of  pur  fellow  men  in  perpetuum 
on  the  Divine  system,  and  not  on  the  temporary  folly  and  wickedness  of 
those  who  are  in  authority,  with  whatever  sneers  at  High  Church,  and 
with  whatever  professions  of  Low  Church  it  may  be  coupled,  is  the 
scepticism   of  principle  which   chills  the   hopes  of  piety,  and  loosens 
the  bonds  of  religion.    If  the  common  report  had  been  warranted  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  was  editing  Paley's  Natural  Theology, — ^under  which 
of  the  Divine  attributes.  Power,  Wisdom,  or  Goodness,  would  he  have 
stated  this  disbelief,  namely,  of  any  such  law-reform  being  possible,  as 
may,  at  some  day  or  other,  bring  about  the  repeal  of  capital  punishments  ? 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  such  unsound  principles,  too  often  professed 
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by  writew  in  order  to  vindicate  a  wrong  practice,  should  come  to  be 
grated  by  lemiw  as  warffawtiiy  thai  pn«kiee ;  and  thus  from  sceptic 
principles  which  were  ui^st  Godward,  or  ia  owwordimpiousy  a  sceptic 
practice  is  derived  which  is  unjust  man  ward,  or,  in  one  word»  irreligions. 
The  following  is  a  fair  instance  of  this  Sceptic  Practice  of  the  £din« 
burgh  Review : — 

*<  When  the  .great  object  in  search  of  which,  under  existing  circumsunces,  our  men 
of  bntiness  and  philosophers  ought  to  be  looking  round  them  anxiously  in  all  direo* 
dons,  is  the  means  of  creating  a  new  demand  (  and  whilst  quite  as  much  of  paasion 
as  of  reason  ia  turned  out  against  the  Com  Laws ;  the  least  that  we  can  do  is  to  use 
our  utmost  heed  ia  the  measures  of  relaxation  which  the  legislature  may  he  called 
upon  to  adopt,  that  we  do  not  tamper  with  and  injure  the  old  actual  demand,  with- 
out securing  a  greater  corresponding  ben^t  in  return.  With  all  who  can  see  more 
aides  of  a  case  than  one,  and  who  take  the  future  into  their  calculations,  the  recent 
change  in  the  proportion  which  our  agriculturist  and  manufacturing  population  bear 
to  each  other,  is  no  subject  of  unmixed  congratulation.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  supposed  restraint  upon  this  tendency,  arising  out  of  the  Com  Laws — ^in  spite  of 
which,  nevertheless,  (and  within  these  few  years,)  the  proportion  of  labourers  in  hus- 
bandry to  artisans  has  been  absolutely  reversed — is  more  than  prudent  legislation 
might  have  interposed,  with  the  single  view  of  moderating  the  tnnBitiOtu^^-Edinburgh 
Review,  p.  29. 

Moderating  the  transition !  doubtless  a  very  statesmanlike  phrase, 
**  a  word  of  exceeding  good  command."  Yet  does  this  diplomatic  phrase^ 
ology  somewhat  remind  us  of  the  medical  and  legal  ''  good  set  terms" 
which  would  explain  to  the  patients  in  law  or  physic,  why  a  '^  prudent 
legislator"  will  continue  to  keep  them  in  hand  long  after  nature,  spite 
of  that  **  restraint  upon  this  tendency,"  has,  by  *'  recent  changes,"  indi« 
eated  pretty  plainly  that  the  patient's  constitution  is  "  absolutely 
reversed/'  We  acknowledge  ourselves  sceptical  about  that  "  single-> 
ness  of  view"  which  the  Reviewer  vouches.  But  we  are  not  sceptical, 
though  the  Reviewer  is,  about  the  piety  or  justice  of  this  great  princi- 
ple, viz.,  that  the  hungry  in  this  country  should  be  allowed  to  clothe 
the  naked  in  another  country,  in  order  that  the  naked  in  that  other 
country  may  feed  the  hungry  in  thia  country.  If,  indeed,  there  are  no 
facts  justifying  the  supposition  that  there  is  a  higher  authority  than 
that  which  is  clothed  ''  in  purple  and  6ne  linen,"  it  may  be  both  pious 
and  just  to  continue  that  "  prudent  legislation,'*  which  would  keep  one 
nation  hungry  and  another  nation  cold,  in  order  that  the  prudent  legis* 
iator  may  keep  up  the  principle  of  faring  sumptuously  every  day*  Again 
we  ask,  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  edited  Paley's  Natural  Theology, 
under  which  attribute  of  the  Deity,  Power,  Wisdom,  or  Goodness,  would 
he  have  placed  that  "  prudent  legislation"  which  denies  bread  to  the 
hungry,  and  clothing  to  the  naked  ? 

This  practical  scepticism  is,  we  repeat,  the  real  parent  of  that  theorem 
tical  scepticism  on  which  it  is  more  commonly  affiliated.  It  is  defect 
tivenesa  in  human  institutions  which  finds  it  convenient  to  suppose  a 
defect  in  the  divine  system.  And  then  this  supposed  defect  in  the  divine 
system  is  quoted  whenever  it  is  found  convenient  as  warranting  that 
defectiveness  in  human  institutions  which  first  suggested  it.  This  in« 
justice  manward,  or,  in  one  word,  irreligion,  gives  rise  to  injustice 
Oodward,  or,  in  one  word,  impiety ;  and  then,  so  complicated  is  the 
generation  of  falsehood,  this  injustice  Godward,  or  impiety,  adduces  its 
suppositions  as  warranting  the  realities  of  injustice  manward,  or,  irreli.» 
gion.  The  gpraduai  development  of  some  perfections  in  the  possibilities 
of  God's  system  is  first  denied  by  the  sceptic,  and  then  the  perpetual 
eontinoaace  of  some  manifest  imperfection  is  pronounced  necessary  to 
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human  system,  in  order  that  a  show  of  principle  and  facts  may  appear  to 
warrant  the  just  interests  of  the  many  being  sacrificed  to  the  selfish 
interests  of  the  few.  But  even  those  who  excuse  a  sceptic  practice  by 
a  sceptic  principle,  must  acknowledge  the  existence  of  some  imperfec- 
tions natiirally  remediable  manward,  and  which,  therefore,  are  not  sanc- 
tioned by  a  divine  necessity  Godwards.  Yet,  even  in  this  plain  case, 
a  Sceptical  Delay  is,  it  appears,  to  be  interposed  by  '*  prudent  legisla- 
torn*  between  the  acknowledged  disease  and  the  known  remedy. 

«  When  Miss  Martineau  has  leisure  to  think  over  and  revise  her  stories,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  she  will  shrink  from  exercisinf^  her  dispensing  power  quite  so  profusely 
as  at  present.  The  obligations  into  which  we  enter  as  members  of  society,  are  incom- 
patible with  the  bull  she  issues  in  her  eleventh  number  (p.  102)  releasing  the  con- 
science  of  mankind  from  all  obedience  to  a  law,  which  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
although  they  have  not  repealed  it,  are  yet  imagined  to  disapprove.  Nobody  can  be 
trusted  with  such  discretion.  The  public  opinion,  and  public  will,  have  their  own 
proper  organs.  It  is  a  far  more  legitimate  method  in  the  case  of  an  absurd  law,  or 
what  we  think  so,  to  bring  its  absurdity  to  the  test,  and  consequently  to  shame,  by 
insisting  upon  its  being  enforced.  A  common  informer  is  a  much  better  citisen 
than  a  pupil  in  this  relaxed  and  arbitrary  school.  For  instance,  in  the  days  of  our 
Vanslttart  currency,  precisely  in  the  saniv*  degree  that  we  think  Lord  King  to  have 
been  right,  we  hold  the  sellers  and  meltcrs  down  of  guineas  to  have  been  wrong.** 
Edinburgh  lieview,  p.  29. 

Let  us  ask  this  Juste  milieu  advocate  of  the  festina  lente,  fair-and-softly 
system,  who  proposes  to  hurry  no  man's  cattle,  even  when  they  are  com- 
mitting trespass  with  their  mouths,  and  breaking  the  peace  with  their 
heels  ;  let  us  ask  this  Whig  reviewer  whether,  either  in  his  late  character 
of  reformer,  or  in  his  present  character  of  conformer,  he  c-an  assert  that 
Lord  King's  right  arguments  would  have  brought  about  truth  and  jus. 
tice,  if  they  had  not  been  "  enforced"  by  the  melters  down  of  guineas 
with  their  wrong  practice  ?  We  beg  leave  to  add,  that  we  are  not  setting 
ourselves  up  as  patrons  of  the  latter  school  of  reformers  ;  but  we  do  as. 
sert  that,  so  long  as  a  juste  milieu  party  holds  the  ''  legitimate"  mode  of 
getting  rid  of  an  "  absurd**  law,  namely,  to  cause  it  to  be  enforced,  is 
also  the  best  mode, — so  long  as  this  is  the  mode  the  said  juste  milieu 
party  will  adopt,  namely,  to  cling  to  a  pernicious  law  till  it  is  forced  be- 
yond the  test  of  manifest  absurdity  into  the  test  of  general  execration  ; 
80  long  as  this  '^  prudent  legislation"  is  persevered  in,  an  actual  dispens- 
ing power,  as  it  will  be  assumed  by  illegitimate  manufacturers  of  paper 
money,  and  illegal  dealers  in  foreign  articles,  so  it  will  in  the  end  be 
beneficial,  namely,  by  forcing  forward  those  prudent  legislators  who  will 
not  allow  the  dispensing  power  which  writers  on  science  claim  for  their 
sound  principles.  Again  we  ask,  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  edit 
his  edition  of  Paley's  Natural  Theolgy,  under  which  attribute  of  the 
Deity — Power,  Wisdom,  or  Goodness — will  he  class  that  delay  of  justice 
to  Irish  Catholic  Parishes,  that  delay  of  truth  to  English  Protestant 
Parishes,  and  that  delay  of  bread  and  work  to  a  manufacturing  people, 
those  deLiys  of  truth  and  justice  which  "  prudent  politicians"  of  all  de- 
scriptions seem  determined  to  enforce  to  the  very  last  moment  ?  This 
'^  prudent  legislation,"  "  this  bringing  absurdity  to  the  test  by  insisting 
upon  its  being  enforced,"  this  longing,  lingering  hope,  this  bitter  disap- 
pointment, this  sad  despair,  under  what  head  of  justice  manward,  or  of 
piety  Godward,  will  the  Lord  Chancellor  place  it  in  his  edition  of  Paley's 
Natural  Theology  which  the  world  was  taught  to  expect,  but  which  ap- 
pears to  be  deferred  or  abandoned  by  a  prudent  legislator  } 

The  Edinburgh  Reviewer  seems  to  forget  that  a  writer  about  pWnct- 
ples,  and  a  defender  of  ejcpedients,  have  very  different  duties  to  perform. 
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As  a  5tater  of  principles  it  was  Miss  Martineau's  duty^  Gudward  and 
manwardj  to  assert  the  perfection  of  the  Divine  system^  and  to  point  out 
the  defects  in  human  systems.  And  really^  so  long  as  she  is  allowed  to 
write  upon  principles,  she  cannot  avoid  exercising  that  ^^  dispensing 
power/*  which  arises  from  truth  requiring  her  to  say  of  wrong  principles^ 
They  are  bad  for  such  and  such  reasons^  and  therefore  ought  to  be  got 
rid  of  in  this  or  that  case.  Whenever^  indeed^  Miss  Martineau  takes 
office  as  a  party-writer  it  will  become  her  duty  accordijig  to  her  bond, 
however  alien  the  service  may  be  to  her  nature^  and  however  opposed  it 
may  be  to  truth,  to  exercise  the  *'  enforcing  power"  of  a  *'  prudent  legis- 
lator^" and  either  to  prop  up  human  errors  or  to  pull  down  the  divine 
perfections,  as  a  sceptic  practice  or  a  sceptic  theory  may  require. 

The  people  have  also  a  duty  and  a  prudence  to  enforce.  It  is  their 
duty  to  require  the  objects  of  reform  to  be  carried  into  effect.  It  is  their 
prudence  to  require  this  to  be  done  before  the  new  system  settles  down 
into  the  old  practice.  Whenever  the  Lord  Chancellor  publishes  his 
edition  of  Paley's  Natural  Theology,  he  will  perhaps  find  room  to  inform 
us  what  "  moderating  the  transition,"  what  "  prudent  legislation"  will 
be  just  sufficient  to  prepare  us  for  those  blessings  of  truth  and  justice  which 
must  be  enforced  either  by  priest^  prince,  or  people,  (we  place  the  series 
in  the  order  in  which  they  have  so  often  been  tried,  and,  alas,  have  so 
often  been  found  to  fail  in  their  duty^)  before  the  Power,  the  AVisdom,  and 
the  Goodness  of  God  can  be  made  as  manifest  as  we  esteem  ourselves 
"  justified,"  namely,  ^'  by  facts  with  which  we  are  acquainted,"  in  ex- 
pecting that,  '*  some  day  or  other,"  however  prevented  by  Toryism  or 
delayed  by  Whiggery,  the  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Goodness  of  God  will  be 
manifested  in  fact  and  principle.  Proofs  crowd  upon  us  on  every  side, 
that  the  people  must  urge  forward  *'  prudent  legislatora"  before  they  will 
do  their  duty  effectually  to  that  truth  and  justice  which,  in  manifesting 
the  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Goodness  of  God,  will  get  rid  of  scepticism  as 
well  as  bigotry  in  man. 


BOOTS. 

Let  no  man,  as  he  values  his  peace  of  mind,  lodge  in  the  Gasthaus 
zum  Goldnen  Engel  in  Prague.  Nuw,  as  thio  sjanie  hostelry  is  the  resort 
of  all  land-kutschers  from  Drcbden  or  Vienna,  it  is  obvious  that  we 
must  premise  some  description  of  the  means  whereby  this  den  of  horrors 
is  to  be  avoided ;  otherwise  the  fir^t  place  the  unfortunate  traveller  is 
likely  to  set  his  foot  is  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Golden  Angel.  If  you 
come  from  Dresden,  or  in  general  from  the  north,  you  enter  by  the 
Porzizer  Thor,  and  pass  along  a  street  of  mean  houses,  called  Schillings 
Gasse,  I  suppose  because  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  civility  of  the 
sergeant  of  gens  d'armes  at  the  gate,  by  presenting  with  a  shilling,  or  its 
equivalent  in  Austrian  currency.  On  emerging  from  this  lane,  you 
enter  the  Joseph's  Platz  ;  and  here  is  thie  point  of  danger.  On  no  account 
permit  the  driver  to  turn  to  the  right,  nor  be  seduced  by  a  wish  to  ex- 
amine more  closely  that  ancient  gothic  tower  under  which  he  will  struggle 
to  pass ;  for  if  you  do,  you  are  undone ;  a  few  steps  further  down  the 
Konigshof  Gasse  land  you  inevitably  in  the  Golden  Angel.  In  like  man- 
ner, if  you  come  from  the  south,  you  enter  by  the  Koss  Thor,  pass  down 
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the  wide  street  called  the  Hone  Market^  turn  to  the  right  along  the 
Grabno^  enter  the  Joseph's  Platz^  and  pass  down  the  fatal  entry,  unlew 
you  have  presence  of  mind  enough  to  sound  a  halt  at  some  of  the  inns 
which  you  pass  in  your  way. 

Having  now  done  the  charitable  by  all  readers  who  may  hare  the  in- 
tention, or  who  may  unknowingly  be  fated  hereafter  to  visit  the  city  of 
an  hundred  monasteries,  I  proceed  to  state  the  reasons  of  my  dislike  to 
the  Golden  Angel.  There  is  much  to  oommend  about  the  establishment ; 
it  were  wrong  to  conceal  that ;  but  Boots  has  the  most  sinister  aspect  in 
the  world.  He  was  not  disagreeably  dirty;  no  blacking  soiled  his  fingers 
or  beg^med  his  nether  integuments.  The  blackness  was  certainly  eoo- 
centrated  in  his  heart ;  and  a  certain  Indian  tint  of  skin  and  flatness  of 
nose,  joined  to  a  peculiar  and  indescribable  expression  of  countenance, 
rendered  him  the  fit  object  of  any  reasonable  man's  utter  detestation. 

I  would  fain  have  avoided  this  spectre,  but  he  contrived  a  thousand 
excuses  to  enter  my  chamber.  I  trembled  under  his  glance,  and,  hnt  for 
the  safety  of  my  reputation  as  a  man  of  courage,  would  certainly  have 
hid  my  face  in  the  comer,  as  he  disclosed  his  fearful  teeth.  There  were 
boots  to  clean,  shoes  to  clean,  clothes  to  brush,  passports  to  take  away» 
certificates  to  bring  back,  dinners  to  announce,  orders  to  receive,  and 
inquiries  to  make,  innumerable;  to  say  nothing  of  accidental  entries^ 
with  affected  haste,  and,  '^  Did  you  call.  Sir  ?"  so  that  in  fact  he  coiw 
trived  to  have  his  eyes  upon  me  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  I  was  in 
the  house.  When  I  sat  down  to  note  in  my  journal  the  oibservations  of 
the  day,  I  almost  trembled  to  look  round,  lest  I  should  discover  him 
peeping  over  my  shoulder.  He  was  certainly  a  spy.  His  parting  salu- 
tation was  always  this  question :  *'  Nothing  else  ?"  and  so  often  did  X 
hear  it,  and  so  strongly  were  the  disagreeable  associations  connected  with 
it  hnpressed  upon  my  mind>  that  to  this  hour  I  shudder  aa  I  write  the 
words. 


I  returned  at  ten  at  night  from  the  caffee-haus  in  the  Moldau 
my  mouth  watering  mightily  for  a  pipe.  I  fiUed  my  long  Berliner,  un- 
dressed, went  to  bed,  and  deliberately  commenced  the  operation  of  puflF- 
ing  myself  to  sleep.  I  soon  recollected  that  I  had  omitted  to  order  the 
servant  to  call  me  early  in  the  morning ;  so  I  had  no  other  resource  than 
to  ring  the  bell  and  run  the  risk  of  seeing  the  object  of  my  dislike.  The 
sound  of  the  distant  oampanule  had  scarcely  had  time  to  travel  ftt>m  the 
court-yard  up  to  the  lobby  window,  and  from  the  window  along  the  cor- 
ridor to  the  door  of  my  room,  and  from  the  key-hole  thereof  to  the  tym- 
panum of  my  ear>  when  the  door  opened,  and  the  enemy  was  in  q^ 
presence.  I  thought  the  room  was  lighted  by  his  very  eyes.  Having 
received  my  commands,  he  retired,  but  not  without  his  usual  ''  Nothing 
else  ?" 

For  the  space  of  one  hour  I  lay  in  astoniahed  stupidity.  I  resorted  to 
my  pipe,  hoping  that,  as  the  fumes  rose  to  my  brain,  they  would  over- 
turn the  balance  of  the  organ  of  concentrativenese^  whose  i^wAging 
development  in  my  upper  storey  was  now  fated  to  become  the  source  of 
unutterable  torment  to  me.  I  could  think  of  nothing  but  this  fearful 
man  and  his  eternal  '*  Nothing  else  V*  I  sighed  for  sleep,  but  nothing 
the  filled  my  mind,  and  effectually  kept  me  awake.  The  echoes  of  my 
puflings  in  the  chamber  changed  their  natural  tone,  and  fell  distinctly 
on  my  ear  as  reiterations  of  the  hateful  "  Nothing  else  ?"  Through 
the  clouds  of  smoke  which  the  dim  light  of  a  distant  street  lamp  render^ 
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ed  barely  visible^  I  could  descry  the  gleaming  eyes  and  fearful  teeth  of 
my  tormentor^  who  ever  and  anon  glared  wildly  upon  me  and  screamed 
his  baleful  question.  The  very  wreathing  smoke  took  the  forms  of 
written  words^  and  nothing  was  there  but  the  direful  **  Nothing  else  >*' 
I  felt  as  if  annihilation  would  have  been  a  blessing. 

At  length  the  room  filled  with  smoke^  and  was  nearly  dark^  but  my 
tormentor  was  now  multiplied  a  thousand  fold.  A  pair  of  glaring  eyes^ 
and  a  mouth  wearing  the  same  hellish  smile^  stared  at  me  from  every 
point ;  the  sparkling  of  the  eyes  dispelling  the  darkness^  while  smoke 
veiled  all  surrounding  objects  in  total  obscurity. 

An  inconceivable  horror  seized  me^  and  I  started  up,  pipe  in  hand, 
darted  through  the  room,  and  made  for  the  corridor.  I  heard  the  foe 
behind  me,  laughing  and  chattering  with  his  teeth,  while  the  shower  of 
'*  nothing  elses"  fell  on  my  ear  with  wonderful  rapidity  and  fearful  dis- 
tinctness. I  had  no  resource  but  to  run  for  it,  as  I  heard  him  following 
hard  behind  me.  I  met  nobody  on  the  stairs ;  the  street  gate  was  open ; 
so,  shirt  on  back  and  pipe  in  hand,  I  took  to  the  street  and  ran  as  fast 
as  Diy  legs  could  carry  me.  I  still  heard  the  pattering  of  my  pursuer's 
feet,  and  did  not  miss  a  syllable  of  his  discourse ;  need  I  say  what  it 
consisted  of  ?  On  I  sped,  in  hopes  of  running  him  out,  as  he  had  a 
slight  halt :  wonderfully  fast  he  ran  for  a  lame  man,  and  I  winded  and 
winded,  up  street  and  down  lane,  yet  he  never  seemed  to  lose  an  inch 
of  ground.  The  match  appeared  a  pretty  equal  one,  for  the  sounds  were 
always  about  the  same  distance  behind  me.  At  last  I  observed,  what 
my  haste  had  prevented  me  from  discovering  before,  that  a  bright  light 
shone  from  behind  me,  as  if  from  a  torch  in  the  hand  of  my  pursuer. 
It  had  a  fearfully  unearthly  cast,  and  threw  a  strong  shadow  on  the 
ground  before  me.  I  ventured  to  turn  my  head  for  a  moment,  and 
beheld  my  pursuer  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards  behind  me.  From  his 
burning  eyes  shone  the  glance  which  lighted  my  way,  his  hellish  smile 
was  contorted  into  a  malignant  grin,  and  his  hair  seemed  to  consist  of  a 
duster  of  wreathing  adders.  Nor  was  this  all.  Instead  of  our  pursuer, 
I  saw  a  whole  file  of  figures,  exactly  similar  in  form  and  aspect,  but  dif- 
fering in  this,  that  they  increased  in  magnitude  as  they  receded  from 
me,  till  the  furthest  overtopped  the  highest  houses.  As  I  turned  to 
look,  they  leaped  from  the  ground,  and  shouted  with  one  accord, 
<'  Inch-he,  Sonst  nicht  ?" 

Lights  shone  from  the  windows  of  the  Church  of  the  Templars,  the 
organ  pealed,  and  the  monks  were  singing  their  midnight  hymn,  as  I 
sped  down  the  street  of  the  Jesuits.  Could  I  but  rush  into  the  church, 
I  thought  I  would  be  safe ;  but  the  door  was  closed,  and  the  chance  of 
finding  it  unlocked  was  too  small  to  induce  me  to  run  the  risk  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  my  pursuers,  by  stopping  to  ascertain.  The  lights 
gleamed  more  strongly  than  ever,  the  tumult  of  voices  thickened  behind 
me,  and  there  was  no  resource  but  to  run  on. 

The  river  was  before  me.  A  sudden  thought  flashed  through  my  mind, 
and  I  took  the  way  to  the  bridge,  reflecting  that 

«  A  rinnin'  stream  they  daurna  crow." 

•  I  darted  under  the  lofty  gateway,  passed  the  first  arch,  the  second,  the 
third ;  saw  the  lamps  burning  before  the  altar  of  the  Virgin  on  the 
fourth ;  still  the  light  threw  a  long  shadow  before  me,  and  the  multi- 
tude shouted  in  unison,  "  Nothing  else  ?"  The  bridge  was  passed,  yet 
the  enemy  was  still  behind  me,  and  escape  seemed  hopeless.    The  shouts 
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rose  louder  and  louder,  and  the  .lights  gleamed  brighter  and  brighter, 
as  I  winded  along  the  narrow  gtr^cts,  that  surrounded  the  Schlop-berg. 
Away — my  speed  seemed  accelerated  to  a  miraculous  degree^  but  it  was 
all  in  vain.  My  pursuer  seemed  to  take  a  delight  in  the  chase,  and  to 
relax  or  hasten  his  speed  according  as  mine  was  relaxed  or  accelerated. 
His  laugh  was  almost  unceasing ;  interrupted,  indeed,  only  by  the  yell 
of  '*  Nothing  else  ?"  that  pierced  my  vitals.  I  turned  and  winded  in 
ev^ry  direction,  in  hopes  of  meeting  a  human  being,  whose  presence,  I 
was  certain,  must  break  the  spell.  The  city  was  sunk  in  the  most  pro. 
found  repose.  Not  a  light  twinkled  from  a  window,  tlie  churches  were 
dark,  even  the  gast-hailser  were  closed.  Not  a  soul  showed  his  face  on 
the  whole  of  the  Kleinseite.  I  wished  every  mother's  son  of  them  his 
bellyful  of  perdition.  '^  Oh  for  a  single  man,  a  kind-hearccd  s^^ul,  to  re- 
lieve me ;  even  a  soldier  or  police  officer  to  apprehend  me  for  being 
abroad  at  untimely  hours."  Even  a  dog  would  have  made  me  feel  les8 
alone.  Not  a  living  soul  was  in  the  streets.  The  very  sentinels  at  the 
gates  of  the  palaces  had  retreated  into  the  corners  of  their  boxes,  to  en. 
joy  a  transient  snooze  till  the  hour  of  relieving  guard.  Ever}'  soul  of 
them  must  have  been  drunk  that  night. 

On  I  sped,  and  found  myself  ascending  the  hill  towards  the  imperial 
palace.  There,  at  least,  I  thought  the  sentinels  must  be  watchful. 
Vain  thought !  Unchallenged  1  passed  the  station  of  the  giants,  and 
crossed  the  spacious  court.  St.il  my  pursuer  was  at  my  heels — my  legs 
tottered  under  me,  and  my  i»ov\ors  were  failing  fast.  In  the  inner  court 
stood  the  lofty  Dom-Kirche,  its  outline  rendered  fearfully  distinct  by 
the  radiance  which  gleamed  from  behind  me.  The  door  of  the  cathedral 
was  always  open,  and  I  stru^^^gled  to  keep  my  feet  in  order  to  reach  it, 
and  take  sanctuary  within  the  walls.  I  vowed  six  brace  of  wax  can- 
dles to  St.  John,  and  fourteen  to  St.  Peter,  but  found  myself  not  a  whit 
the  stronger  for  my  pious  resolutions.  I  entered  a  gateway — the  lofty 
arch  rung  with  the  laughter  of  my  followers.  I  found  myself  undone. 
I  had  entered  a  long  passage.  I  could  stand  no  longer ;  escape  was 
impossible ;  and  I  sunk  to  the  ground  at  the  upper  end,  powerless  and 
despairing.  1  turned  my  eyes  on  my  ruthless  foe.  He  stood  at  a  short 
distance  from  me,  his  malignant  eyes  gloating  on  his  prey,  while  his  fear- 
ful laugh  echoed  like  thunder  along  the  vaulted  roof.  Suddenly  he  as. 
sumed  the  form  of  a  demon — ^'Nothing  else?"  he  shouted,  and  raising 
himself  to  the  utmost  height  of  his  gigantic  form,  brandished  a  flaming 
spear  to  transfix  me.     As  it  descended,  I  shrieked  and  fainted. 

*  *  «  * 

The  rays  of  the  morning  sun  were  streaming  in  through  the  window, 
as  I  opened  my  eyes  in  my  chamber  in  the  Golden  Angel.  I  could 
scarcely  believe  myself  alive,  anji  a  feverish  heat  showed  that  my  rest 
had  been  far  from  tranquil.  A  gentle  tap  was  heard  at  the  door,  which 
opened,  and  the  face  of  the  subject  of  my  vision  appeared.  I  instinc- 
tively drew  my  head  under  the  bed-clothes.  "  Half  past  seven,"  he  said, 
"  and  here  are  your  boots.  Nothing  else  .»*"  My  answer  was  a  groan.  "Is 
"  Mein  Herr  ill  ?"  said  the  man,  with  a  treacherously  kind  air,  as  if  the 
monster  had  forgotten  his  conduct  of  the  preceding  night.  "  No  ;  give 
me  a  glass  of  water."  The  glass  was  brought  and  emptied,  when  I  be- 
gan to  feel  somewhat  revived.  As  he  left  the  room  his  old  habit 
returned, — "  Nothing  else  ?"  I  could  not  answer,  but  fell  back  speech- 
less  on  my  pillow.  When  I  raised  my  head  he  was  gone.  I  packed  up 
4ihat  morning,  and  never  slept  again  at  the  Golden  Angel. 
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IRISH  CHURCH  BILL— CHURCH  PROPERTY. 

This  much  cherished  piece  of  Whig  statesmanship  has  heen  at  length 
read  a  second  time^  and  after  narrowly  escaping  another  shipwreck  upon  a 
new  point  of  form.  We  do  not  intend  to  enter  upon  any  calculation  as  to  the 
amount  of  blessing  it  is  likely  to  bestow  upon  Ireland  ;  but  it  is  impos- 
sible to  resist  taking  notice,  for  the  sake  of  amusement,  of  the  laughable 
wrigglings  of  its  sarredness-of-church-property-advocates,  when  attacked 
upon  the  "  Spoliation"  clause.  Our  readers  will  remember  that  the 
clause  in  question  permits  of  the  tenants  of  Church  lands  taking  out 
leases  in  perpetuity  instead  of  for  twenty-one  years,  asunder  the  act  in 
force  just  now  ;  and  as  the  said  tenants  will  naturally  offer  a  higher  rent 
in  consideration  of  the  advantage,  this  surplus  is  to  be  seized  and  dealt 
with  as  Parliament  shall  see  fit.  In  reference  to  the  act  of  taking,  be  it 
noticed,  we  are  the  farthest  possible  from  objecting,  and  simply  because 
we  should  be  very  glad  to  see  what  is  now  "  consecrated"  to  uselessness, 
or  something  worse,  made  available  for  better  purposes  any  how ;  but 
there  is  a  source  of  abundant  -humour  in  the  pretences  on  which  those 
who  are  taking  it  think  fit  to  do  so.  Sir  Robert  Peel  gave  a  sensible 
view  of  the  subject,  as  follows :— « 

<*  The  great  principle  iayolved  in  this  hill  was  that  which  directed  the  property  of 
the  church  from  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and  claimed  it  for  the  civil  purposes  of  the 
state  He  never  was  more  disappointed  than  he  was  by  the  arguments  which  the 
Bight  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stanley)  used  to  reconcile  this  proceeding  with  the  prin- 
dples  of  justice  and  the  rights  of  property.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  said,  <  If  you 
improve  the  propeity  of  the  church,  the  advantages  ensuing  from  that  improvement 
belong,  not  to  the  church,  but  to  the  state.*  He  (Sir  R.  P.)  contended  that  it  belonged 
to  the  diurcb.-~(Cheer8.)  He  was  desirous  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  pro- 
testing against  such  doctrine.  The  principle  was  full  of  danger,  not  to  chuixih  pro- 
perty alone,  but  t«  all  property.  — (Cheers.)  Some  most  able  men  maintained,  and 
aa;ong  others,  he  believed,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  himself,  (Mr.  Stanley)  that  in 
this  respect  there  was  no  difference  whatever  between  church  and  other  property. 
Though  opinions  might  vary  on  other  matters,  they  ought  never  to  v.^ry  on  the  rights 
of  property.  If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  since  changed  his  opinion,  he  had  no 
right  to  complain.  It  was  childish  to  say  that  men  were  never  to  change  their  opin- 
ions, if  they  saw  just  and  reasonable  grounds  for  the  change.  This  consequence^ 
however,  would  necessarily  follow,  from  the  principle ;  that  they  might  deal  with  pri- 
vate property  in  the  same  way. — (Cheei*8.)  He  was  not  disposed  to  push  the  security 
of  church  property  farther  than  Lord  Plunkctt.  He  said,  church  property  and  private 
property  must  yield  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  but  church  property  was  as  sacred 
as  any  other.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Stanley)  Mr.  Canning,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, the  preaeut  Lord  Chancellor,  maintained  the  same  principle.  If  such  wera  the 
case,  if  church  property  stood  on  the  same  basis  as  any  other,  could  the  Legislature  step 
in  and  avail  itself  of  the  improvement  in  church  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  state? 
The  bishop  himself  for  the  time  being,  or  the  tenant,  mig^ht  have  no  right  to  the  bene- 
fits of  the  improvement ;  but  what  was  to  be  said  of  thai  great  corporate  body,  the 
Church  9  Was  that  to  be  deprived  for  ever  of  the  benefits  ?  The  Right  Honoura- 
ble  Gentleman  said,  the  Bishops  acquired  this  property  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
same  power  might  take  it  away.  He  denied  it  The  indefinite  right  of  the  church 
to  this  property  existed  previously;  it  was  only  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
Was  there  any  reserved  right  in  this  Act  of  Parliament  for  resuming  the  right  ? 
There  was  not.  Perhaps  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  tract  written  on  this  subject  by  Dean  Swift.  In  this  tract  he  said  that,  in  Po- 
pish times,  the  Popish  bishops  made  long  leases  to  their  own  relations  ;  the  Protestant 
Ifishops  in  many  instances  followed  the  example ;  and  that  the  legislature,  therefore, 
found  it  necessary  to  step  in  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  church 
against  the  consequences  of  these  long  leases.  It  was  evident,  from  the  preamble,  that 
4he  object  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  was  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  church  as  re- 
garded its  property,  without  detriment,  spoil,  or  laches  ;  and  they  now  stepped  iu  after 
two  hundred  years  to  repeal  this  very  Act,  by  saying  that  the  inheritance  belonged 
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to  them,  and  not  to  the  church  itflel£— (Cheen.)  The  property  might  be  modified 
and  improved  by  the  acts  of  the  legielature ;  but  he  contended  that  the  beneflta  of  the 
improvement  bdonged  to  the  church.  Act  upon  this  principle  and  the  foundations 
of  all  property  were  enapped-^Hear,  hear.)  There  were  two  ipedes  of  church  pro- 
perty, tithes  and  land.  Tithes  were  rather  insecure  now.  Land  was  secure,  and  the 
legtdature  by  this  measure  said,  <  Wo  will  take  that  from  you  which  is  secure.* 
The  way  in  which  any  benefit  that  might  arise  from  improvement  should  be  applied 
would  be  to  replace  the  cess,  to  provide  proper  and  convenient  places  for  divine  wor- 
ship and  other  ecclesiaaHrsI  purposes.** 

The  hits  here  are  txeeedingly  good ;  and  it  is  manifest  that^  so  long 
as  the  "  great  corporate  body — ^the  Church,"  is  held  to  have  any  inde- 
pendent rights  at  iXi,  the  Riglit  Hon.  Baronet's  argument  is  impregnable. 
Honest  Lord  Althorp,  as  is  usual  with  him,  made  the  matter  much  worse : 

*^  He  saw  no  such  danger.  The  Right  Wsaanmbln  Gentleman  stated  the  argument 
diflerently  from  his  Right  Honourable  ftiend,  (Hffc  Stenley,)  fi>r  he  said  it  was  not  an 
improvement  of  property  now  in  the  church,  but  of  mv  property.  The  church  now 
had  a  right  to  grant  only  a  twenty-one  years*  lease ;  b«t  this  bill  gave  the  right  to 
grant  a  lease  in  perpetuity,  and  thus  gave  a  new  value  to  tbo  fnfSfty.** 

Is  it  possible  the  worthy  grazier  cannot  see  the  dilemma  m.  vhidi  he 
and  his  associates  are  here  involved.  The  whole  affair  turns  upon  tha 
question,  as  to  whether  or  not  the  '^  Church,*'  as  a  corporate  body,  has 
personal  or  independent  rights  to  its  property  ?  If  she  has,  as  they  vow 
she  has  the  latter,  no  rule  or  principle  can  be  applied  to  her  estates  which 
is  not  applicable  to  the  estate  of  any  private  landowner.  If  the  House  of 
Commons,  therefore,  chooses  to  uphold  this  principle,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  legislate  on  Mr.  Stanley's  logic,  it  does  neither  more  nor  less 
than  introduce,  or  rather  decree,  a  most  important  modification  of  the 
rights  of  the  possessor  of  every  kind  of  real  property.  It  will  imme- 
diately become  part  of  our  law,  that  on  the  improvement  of  the  income 
of  such  property  by  legislative  enactment,  the  new  income  is  applicable 
to  state  purposes  as  new  property,  over  which  the  possessor  of  the  old 
has  no  manner  of  claim ;  a  principle,  certainly,  to  which  we  are  not  now 
tabling  objections,  but  for  which  we  hardly  expected  the  etithusiastic 
and  spontaneous  assent  of  the  present  House  of  Commons.  We  ask, 
again,  if  Mr.  Stanley  will  volunteer  to  act  upon  it  when  we  come  to  the 
abolition  of  entails  ? 

While  referring  to  this  subject,  we  would  strongly  recommend  to  our 
readers  a  little  pamphlet  lately  reprinted  from  The  Jurist — entitled 
"  Church  and  Corporation  Property  resumable  by  the  State."  The 
whole  moral  law  of  the  case  is  there  laid  down,  with  the  hand  of  a 
master ;  and  those  faUacies  which  still  preserve  hold  of  several  sedate 
and  respectable  minds,  absolutely  broken  upon  the  wheel.  We  shall  at 
a  future  time  take  advantage  of  the  positions  established  by  this  excel- 
lent writer  ;  and  as  the  subject  is  every  day  becoming  of  additional 
importance,  we  trust  that  our  public  writers,  in  general,  will  avail  them- 
selves of  his  aid.  The  time  is  manifestly  at  hand,  in  which  it  will  \^ 
of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  future  well-being  of  the  Empire,  that  the 
public  mind  have  settled  principles  upon  this  and  all  other  intricate 
points  connected  with  the  National  Economy.  Power  is  about  being 
struck  from  the  hands  of  a  feeble  and  peremptory  Aristocracy.  We 
pray  Heaven,  that  they  into  whose  possession  it  will  afterwards  fall, 
may  use  it  with  foresight  and  discreet  forbearance  ! 


347 

WRITINGS  OF  JUNIUS  RBDIVIVUS. 

THE  PBODUdNe  MJlN's  OOMPANION.* 

Thb  anonymoug^  and  unknown  author  of  this  work^  made^  Wia  believ^^ 
his  first  appearance  in  the  world  of  letters  as  a  writer  in  the  Tatler, 
about  two  years  ago ;  since  which  time  he  has  published^  in  quantity 
alone^  almost  as  much  as  has  heen  written  in  the  same  time  by  any  editor 
of  any  daily  newspaper ;  and  even  his  hastiest  productions  so  abound  in 
ideas,  are  so  replete  with  various  information,  and  expatiate  over  so 
wide  a  range  of  subjects,  in  all  of  which  he  seems  equally  at  home,  that 
he  has  been  suspected  of  being  not  one  writer,  but  a  literary  partnership, 
or  coterie, — a  society  of  friends  agreeing  to  use  a  common  signature.  But 
the  perfect  unity  of  spirit  and  tone  which  pervades  these  writings,  the 
distinctness  with  which  the  individuality  of  the  writer  preserves  and 
paints  itself  in  all  that  issues  from  his  pen,  and  the  identity  of  the  style, 
both  in  its  merits  and  in  its  defects,  are,  to  our  judgment ;  conclusive 
indications  that  Junius  Redivivue  is  the  (somewhat  inappropriate)  pseu- 
donyme  of  a  writer  who  is  one  and  indivisible.  The  wonder,  that  a 
single  mind,  and  one  which,  by  its  own  confession,  has  not  numbered 
many  years,  should  be  capable  of  producing,  with  such  rapidity,  works, 
mostly  indeed  of  a  fugitive  kind,  yet  of  so  varied  a  cast,  and  requiring 
attainments  so  multifarious  and  diversified,-*quite  accounts  for  the  doubt 
whether  the  unity  of  authorship  be  other  than  fictitious. 

To  a  large  class  of  readers  Junius  Redivivus  is  probably  best  known 
by  the  letters  which  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  under  his  signa- 
ture in  The  Eaaminer  newspaper.  These,  however,  though  far  from 
being  without  merit,  are,  in  our  opinion,  his  least  valuable  productions. 
He  seems  to  have  selected  that  journal  as  an  organ  chiefly  for  personal 
attacks  on  public  characters ;  and  it  is  not  there  that  we  consider  his 
strength  to  lie.  In  the  bitterness  and  unsparingness  of  his  invective,  he 
resembles  his  namesake,  but  not  prototype,  the  elder  Junius ;  here,  how. 
ever,  the  resemblance  ceases.  His  vituperation  is  as  inferior  to  that  of 
'^  Junius's  Letters,"  in  potency,  as  it  is  superior  to  those  mere  party  pro- 
ductions  in  sincerity  and  purity  of  purpose.  Personalities,  to  be  effec* 
tive,  must  be  condensed ;  and  our  author's  style  is  diffase.  Personalis 
ties  require  the  most  minute  nicety  in  the  adaptation  of  the  words  to  the 
slightest  shade  of  the  thought ;  and  our  author  never  takes  time  to 
weigh  his  words.  Personalities  never  tell  with  so  much  force  as  when 
they  are  indirect,  containing  more  by  implication  than  they  proclaim  by 
assertion ;  and  our  author  always  blurts  out,  in  the  plainest  and  etraight- 
est  terms,  the  whole  of  what  he  has  to  say.  Personalities  are  pungent 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  studied  polish  and  elegance  of  the  style  in 
which  they  are  conveyed ;  and  our  author  is  hasty  and  careless  in  the 
minutin  of  composition.  He  frequently,  also,  exhibits  a  tendency  (ex- 
cusable enough  in  any  one  who  is  writing  of  modem  English  statesmen) 
to  put  the  very  worst  possible  interpretation  upon  any  fault,  whether  of 
act  or  omission,  and  therefore  to  carry  his  censure  to  a  pitch  of  severity 
often  greater  than  the  facts,  in  the  estimation  of  any  one  who  is  disposed 
to  put  a  more  charitable  construction  upon  them,  appear  to  justify. 
This  greatly  impairs  the  efficiency  of  his  personal  attacks ;  for  readers 
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always  incline  to  s}^inpathize  with  any  one  who  is  assailed  with  greater 
appearance  of  animosity  than  seems  warranted  by  the  grounds  laid  fur  it 
by  the  assailant  himself.  In  this^  as  in  many  things  besides^  to  attempt 
more  than  you  have  the  means  of  succeeding  in^  is  to  accomplish  less. 

But  no  one  who  is  conversant  with  the  writings  of  Junius  Redivivus, 
can  mistake  the  nature  or  the  source  of  this  seeming  bitterness  of  spi^ 
rit.  It  springs  from  no  personal  iU-will  towards  the  individuals  or  the 
classes  attacked ; — it  is  the  offspring  neither  of  an  intolerant  intellect 
nor  a  malignant  temper^  but  of  an  intense  and  impatient  sympathy  with 
all  who  are  oppressed  or  in  bondage.  It  is  the  remark  uf  one  of  the  wise&t 
of  women^  that  they  who  love  ardently,  hate  bitterly ;  but,  if  they  live 
long  enough,  outgrow  their  hate ; — and  so  will  Junius  Redivivus.  He 
always  wiU,  he  always  ought  to  condemn  all  he  now  condemns  ;  but  in 
a  somewhat  calmer  tone,  and  a  mitigated  spirit. 

With  this  exception,  we  know  not  of  a  single  fault  to  charge  him 
with.  In  the  work  before  us,  and  in  his  almost  innumerable  contribu- 
tions  (the  best  of  which  we  should  much  like  to  see  collected  into  a  vo- 
lume) to  the  Mechanics'  Magazine,"*^  the  Tatler,  the  True  Sun,  the  New 
Monthly  Magazine,  Mr.  Fox's  excellent  Monthly  Repository,  and  we 
know  not  how  many  other  works,  he  has  attempted  various  kinds  of 
composition,  from  the  tale,  poem,  or  descriptive  sketch,  to  the  philoso. 
phical  essay.  He  has  travelled  over  innumerable  topics,  from  the  hum- 
blest questions  of  practical  mechanics,  through  the  whole  range  of  the 
applications  of  physical  knowledge  to  the  arts  of  life,  up  to  some  of  the 
highest  practical  problems  of  moral  and  social  science ;  and  if  we  may 
be  permitted  (as  every  writer  must,  in  fact,  whether  he  avow  it  or  not) 
to  erect  our  own  judgment  into  the  standard  of  comparison,  he  has 
scarcely  touched  upon  a  single  subject  on  which  he  has  not  rendered 
important  service  to  the  cause  of  truth. 

Professing  to  be  a  self-educated  man,  our  author  has  the  merit,  so 
much  oftcner  found  in  the  self-taught  than  in  the  regularly  educated, 
viz.  that  his  opinions  are,  in  the  only  valuable  sense  of  the  word,  origi. 
nal — that  is,  are  his  own,  and  not  adopted  from  others :  while  great 
natural  powers,  and  a  wide  and  varied  intercourse  with  mankind,  turned 
to  the  best  account.by  a  most  inquisitive  and  searching  disposition,  have 
supplied  the  place  of  a  more  extensive  book-knowledge,  and  have  saved 
him  from  the  narrowness  and  self-conceit  which  are  the  counterba- 
lancing failings  of  the  self-instructed.  Our  author  appears  to  us  to  possess, 
in  a  degree  rare  among  minds  of  any  class,  the  faculty  of  going  straight 
into  the  very  pith  and  marrow  of  a  subject,  and  fixing  at  once  upon  the 
great  and  governing  elements  of  a  question.  In  a  few  sentences  or  pages, 
he  will  dispose,  clearly  and  decisively,  of  topics*  on  which  many,  who  pass 
for  deep  thinkers,  are  not  even  able  to  understand  the  truth  when  it  is 
pointed  out  and  explained  to  them.  Were  he  a  profounder  metaphysi- 
cian, or  more  conversant  with,  and  more  accustomed  to  analyze  the 
thoughts  of  those  who  have  examined  his  subjects  before  him,  or  who 
look  at  them  from  different  points  of  view,  he  would,  it  is  true,  be  a 
more  skilful  controversialist ; — he  would  dig  closer  to  the  foundations 


*  One  of  his  most  valuable  papers  in  the  Mechanics*  Magazine — a  statement  of  a 
plan  for  the  better  training  of  the  working  classes,  by  the  partial  introduction  (he 
purposes  of  domestic  economy  only)  of  Mr.  Owen*s  co-operative  principle,  is,  we  are 
happy  to  see,  reprinted  as  part  of  the  additional  matter  inserted  in  the  present  edition 
of  the  work  which  has  given  occasion  to  this  article. 
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of  error  and  fallacies^  and  would  often  root  out  an  objection^  when  he 
now  only  mows  it  down  ;  but  in  the  attainment' of  positive  and  practical 
truth,  such  additional  acquirements  could  do  little  more  for  him  than  he 
has  had  strength  to  do  for  himself  without  that  assistance. 

The  work  before  us  is  not  systematic,  but  desultory ;  it  has  no  parti- 
cular plan^  scarcely  even  a  beginning,  middle^  or  end ;  but  seems  to  con. 
sist  of  the  results  of  years  of  thought,  allowed  to  accumulate,  and  pour- 
ed out  altogether  in  a  confused  stream.  The  present  is  the  second  edi- 
tion ;  the  first  was  published  about  a  year  ago,  under  the  loose  and  inac- 
curate title — "  The  Rights  of  Morality."  The  renunciation  of  this  and 
similar  incorrect  expressions,  not  only  in  the  title-page,  but  through- 
out the  work,  is  one  of  the  -numerous  improvements,  we  are  happy  to 
observe,  in  the  new  edition,  which  is  also  enriched  with  seventy  addi- 
tional pages,  under  the  name  of  a  supplement. 

As  our  object  is  to  induce  our  readers  to  resort  to  the  work  itself  for 
the  stores  of  intellectual  aliment  which  it  contains,  we  shall  not  attempt 
any  abstract  of  its  contents,  but  shall  rather  select  such  passages  as  may 
serve  for  a  sample  of  the  author's  speculations,  and  of  the  general  cha- 
racter of  his  mind. 

Our  author  is  a  radical  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  that  is,  he  is  an 
enemy  to  all  institutions  and  all  usages  which  deliver  over  any  portion  of 
the  species,   unprotected,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  any  other  portion ; 
whether  the  sacrifice  be  of  blacks  to  whites,  of  Catholics  to  Protestants, 
of  the  community  at  large  to  lords  and  boroughmongers,  of  the  middle 
and  working  classes  to  the  higher,  of  the  working  classes  to  the  middle, 
or  (&  surer  test  of  genuine  high-minded  radicalism  than  all  the  rest)  of 
women  to  men.     Irresponsible  power,  by  whomsoever  held,  or  over  whom- 
soever exercised,  our  author  abhors.     He  abhors  it  as  intensely  as  if  he 
thought  with  the  more  narrow-minded  and  exclusive  of  the  lovers  of 
liberty,  that   nothing  is  necessary  but  knocking  ofF  the  fetters  of  the 
serf,  to  make  him  fit  for  the  proper  exercise  of  freedom.      From  this 
mistake,  however,  no  Tory  is  more  perfectly  exempt  than  Junius  Redi- 
vivus ;  and  what  might  otherwise  be  the  inflammatory  tendency  of  his 
vehement  invectives  against  those  whom  he  calls,  with  a  slight  taint  of 
exaggeration,  the  "  tyrannical  taskmasters''  of  the  people,  receives  a  sa- 
lutary correction  from  the  force  with  which,  in  his  appeals  to  the  most 
numerous  and  most  oppressed  class,  he  insists  upon  the  brutalized  and 
degraded  state  of  their  own  minds.     Wretched  as  is  the  operation  of 
bad  social  institutions  upon  the  merely  physical  and  worldly  interests  of 
mankind,  in  our  author's  eyes,  their  most  lamentable  and  most  detestable 
property,    is   their    depraving   influence   upon    the    human   character. 
He   regards  oligarchies  of  all  sorts  with  aversion,  less  for  the  wealth 
which   they  misappropriate,   or  the  actual  tyranny  which   they  perpe- 
trate, than  because  it  is  at  once  their  interest  and  their  instinct  to  sub- 
due the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  keep  them  in  intellectual  and  moral 
darkness.     The  cultivation  of  the  minds  of  the  people  is  the  source  to 
which  he  looks  exclusively  for  any  sensible  improvement  in  their  well- 
being.     But  he  is  convinced  that  any  thing  deserving  the  name  of  uni- 
versal cultivation  will  never  be  had  until  our  social  institutions  are  puri- 
fied from  the  infection  of  jobbery  and  lying,  which  poisons  all  that  would 
otherwise  be  good  in  them ;  not  until  they  are  so  re-modelled,  that  every 
vestige  of  irresponsible  power  shall  disappear,  and  high  mental  faculties 
assiduously  devoted  to  the  disinterested  pursuit  of  the  public  good,  shall 
be  the  only  passport  to  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  nation :  and, 
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therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  inherent  vU«hb9S  of  th« 
does  he  urge  war  upon  tlnn  witk  so  niiidk  aerimony. 

There  is  nothing  upon  wUeh  our  author  insiBts  more  earnestly  and 
more  frequently  than  this,  that  government  is  a  work  of  nicety  and  dif- 
fieulfey>  the  subject  of  a  peculiar  science^  requiring  long  study  and  ap- 
propriate intellectual  culture.  This  is  one  of  the  marks  by  which  our 
author's  radicalism  stands  most  strikingly  distinguished  from  the  radi- 
calism of  a  vulgar  demagogue,  who  may  generally  be  known  by  his  ap- 
peals to  "  plain  understanding"  and  "  commonsense,"  and  attempts  to 
persuade  the  ignorant  that  ignorance  is  no  disqualification  for  judging  of 
politics,  and  knowledge  no  advantage.  Being  convinced  that  few  per- 
sons are  capable  of  being  good  legislators,  and  that  these  few  are  more 
likely  to  be  found  among  those  who  are  compelled  to  be  industrious 
than  among  those  who  are  at  liberty  to  be  idle,  our  author  contends 
strongly  for  reducing  the  number  of  the  House  of  Cottimong,  and  allow, 
ing  sdaries  to  the  members. 

^  The  number  of  penons  at  present  before  the  public,  and  pooenlng  the  requisite 
qualUtcationi  for  legislators,  is  few,  and  it  is  only  by  degrees  that  tbey  can  expect 
to  find  them.  The  qualifications  which  fit  a  man  for  a  le^lator  are  precisely  those 
which  will  prevent  him  from  thrusting  himself  before  the  public,  to  squabble  with 
brawling  demagogues  and  designing  knaves.  Men  fitted  for  legislators  are  few  and 
valuable ;  they  most  be  sought  ere  they  can  he  fimnd.  Until  a  sufficient  number 
ehall  appear,  the  people  must  continue  strictly  to  cross-examine  all  daimanta ;  more 
especially  until  a  sufllcient  salary  shall  be  attached  to  the  office,  to  support  the  in- 
cumbent, while  he  is  giving  his  services  to  those  who  employ  him.  So  long  as  a  man 
shall  be  expected  to  transact  a  painful  duty  gratis,  so  long  will  he^  if  not  honest,  con- 
trive the  means  of  remunerating  himself  in  an  indirect  manner,  to  a  for  greater 
amount  than  he  would  receive  if  directly  paid.  One  of  the  honestest  men  upon  re- 
cord  Andrew  Marvell — ^received  public  pay  as  a  member  of  Parliament  until  the 

day  of  his  death.     The  absurdity  of  not  paying  legislators,  of  not  supporting  them 
while  engaged  in  the  public  service,  is  monstrous.    The  highest  possible  talent  is 
required,  together  with  the  severest  study,  to  make  them  fit  for  the  office.     They  are 
the  most  Important  class  in  the  community,  for  on  them  the  welfare  of  the  commu^ 
nity,  to  a  great  extent,  depends.    Judges  are  paid,  and  they  are  mostly  the  mere  exe- 
cutors of  what  the  intellect  of  legislators  has  prepared  for  them  in  the  shape  of  laws. 
Magistrates  are  paid ;  lawyers  are  paid, — as  well  as  all  those  engaged  in  every  branch 
of  executive  justice,  yet  the  highest  of  all,  the  law-makers,  are  in  many  cases  left  to 
want    Can  it  enter  into  the  imagination  of  any  one  that  the  science  of  law-making 
is  indigenous  to  peculiar  breeds  of  men  ?    Do  they  conceive  that  the  possession  of 
^property**  is  sufllcient  to  confer  moral  and  political  knowledge  in  its  highest 
grade  ?    Do  they  imagine  that  the  most  wealthy  men  are  likely  to  pursue  the  busi- 
ness of  legislation  as  an  amusing  study  ?    If  no^  would  they  wish  to  exclude  a  man 
of  high  intellect,  merely  because  he  happens  to  he  poor  and  industrious ;  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  such  men  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  present  absurd  arrange- 
ment ?    The  proper  payment  of  members  should  be  amongst  the  first  things  for  the 
community  at  large  to  insist  upon,  as  a  great  security  for  the  honesty  of  their  repre- 
sentatives.    It  should,  in  fhct,  form  one  of  the  pledges  required  fh>m  candidateSi 
The  Scot,  when  about  to  hire  hinkself  as  a  servant,  was  asked  what  wages  he  re- 
quired.    Understanding  well  his  own  pecuniary  interests,  he  would  not  state  any 
sum,  which  would  have  fixed  the  amount,  but  replied  in  a  general  manner,  <  111  just 
pick  up  the  wee  things  aboot  the  hoose ;  sae  I  carena  muckle  for  the  pennie  fee.*    The 
'  wee  things,*  of  course,  he  contrived  to  make  available  to  three  times  the  amount  he 
would  have  received  in  hard  cash ;  and  just  so  has  been  the  case  with  the  unpaid 
members  of  Parliament.'* 

Our  author's  sense  of  the  unspeakable  value  of  intellect  and  know- 
ledge, evinces  itself  in  his  proposition  that  men  of  letters,  and  inventors 
in  science  and  art,  should  be  pensioned  at  the  expense  of  the  state ; 
patent  rights  and  copyrights  being  abolished,  as  injurious  monopolies, 
and  not  an  effectual  nor  a  skilful  mode  of  rewarding  the  labour  and  merit 
of  the  writer  or  the  inventor.    We  are  the  more  desirous  to  attract  notice 
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to  thifl  feature  in  our  author's  speculations^  as  the  enemy  are  fond  of  im- 
puting to  persons  of  strong  democratic  opinions^  a  disdain  of  literary 
attainments^  and  of  all  intellectual  pre-eminence. 

(<  There  are  two  clanes  of  persona,  who  probably  contribute  more  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community  than  any  others.  I  allude  to  literary  authors,  and  me- 
chanical and  other  inyentoi's.  It  is  clearly  most  desirable  that  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  these  persona  should  be  provided  for,  in  a  mode  which  might  afford 
the  best  possible  security  against  their  falling  into  want,  and  which,  at  the  same 
timc^  might  leare  them  the  fullest  leisure  for  prosecuting  their  valuable  labours, 
without  being  under  the  necessity  of  occupying  their  time  with  painful  exertions  in 
the  punuit  of  money,  to  yield  them  a  subsistence ;  or  of  petty  details,  which  more 
ordinary  men  would  perhaps  plod  through  to  greater  advantage.  The  power  of  in- 
vention is,  unfortunately  for  the  possessors,  though  perhaps  imder  present  anange- 
ments^  advantageously  for  the  public  at  large,  rarely  accompaaied  by  prudence ;  but 
when  it  is,  the  condition  of  the  inventor  is  improved  at  the  cost  ml  the  public.  He 
who  invents  one  thing  by  a  process  of  induction,  as  Is  the  case  with  the  higher  class 
of  inventors,  could,  and  probably  would  inroit  more ;  but  if  he  be  a  prudent  man,  so 
soon  as  he  has  secured  one  valuable  scheme,  he  sets  to  work  to  perfect  it,  and  then 
becomes  a  manufacturer,  realizin|^  in  that  mode  au  infinitely  larger  pecuniaiy  recom- 
pense, than  he  could  possibly  attain  were  he  to  content  himself  with  following  the 
beat  of  his  genius.  It  is  understood,  that  the  valuable  results  of  the  powers  of  the 
late  Dr.  Wollaston  were  much  cramped  in  this  way.  It  was  also  the  case  with  Mr. 
Heathoote,  the  inventor  of  the  bobbinet  machine,  which  has  been  of  such  immense 
aernce  to  trade.  Had  a  trustworthy  and  responsible  government  existed,  means 
woold  long  since  have  been  devised  to  reward  inventive  talent,  in  such  a  mode  as 
would  insure  the  development  of  the  largest  possible  amount  But  until  such  a 
government  shall  exist,  the  present  imperfect  mode  must  continue ;  which,  after  all, 
is,  in  its  actual  operation,  more  of  a  boon  to  speculative  capitalists,  than  a  recompense 
to  the  efforts  of  genius. 

"  Even  in  the  case  of  really  valuable  inventions,  useful  to  the  whole  community, 
how  rarely  do  the  inventors  permanently  benefit  by  them  I  The  speculator,  the  denier, 
is  eoostaatly  on  the  watch,  to  appropriate  them,  and  realixes  a  large  fortune,  while 
the  inventor  is  usually  left  to  starve,  till  he  has  struck  out  some  fresh  plan,  whereby 
to  procure  another  small  supply  of  means.  How  then  can  the  patent-right  be  said  to 
encourage  invention  ?  Thus  it  is  with  the  inventive  writers  of  books.  With  years 
of  labour  and  study,  they  accomplish  new  discoveries  in  the  regions  of  thought.  The 
copyright  is  secured  to  them  :  but  what  avails  it  ?  The  booksellers  see  a  chance  of 
profit,  and  the  market  is  deluged  with  compilations;  using  the  same  matter  and 
ideas,  couched  in  varied  language.  The  author  angrily  complains :  but  he  might  as 
well  talk  to  the  winds.  The  f^X  is,  that  the  patent-right  of  the  inventor,  and  the 
copy-right  of  the  author  are  injudicious  modes  of  remunerating  public  services,  and 
do  not  accomplish  the  desired  object.  In  a  more  healthy  state  of  the  public  mind, 
better  means  will  be  resorted  to.    At  present  they  are  a  necessary  eviL 

"  It  has  been,  shewn,  that  the  profiters  by  inventions  are  not  usually  the  inventore 
themselves,  hut  mereantile  speculators.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  better  to  make  the 
pecuniary  reward  hereafter  an  inalienable  annual  pension,  paid  by  the  public,  the 
amount  of  which  might  be  regulated  by  the  importance  of  the  invention,  the  number 
of  people  by  whom  it  was  used,  and  the  national  saving  or  advantage  accruing  there- 
firotn  ?  The  pension  should  also  terminate  with  the  life  of  the  inventor.  Such  a 
method  would  clearly  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  body  of  inventors ;  fbr  they 
would  thus  he  saved  ftoxa  the  miseries  of  want  which  many  of  them  undergo.  Should 
any  inventore  object  to  such  a  mode  of  remuneration,  and,  vain  of  their  own  abilities, 
think  that  they  ought  still  to  be  allowed  to  dictate  to  the  public,  by  means  of  a 
monopoly,  it  would  be  well  to  remind  them,  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  them  to 
make  known,  any  more  than  there  is  on  the  public  to  use  their  inventions.  It  is  a 
matter  of  mutual  bargain.  The  skill  of  the  workman  who  executes  is  as  needful  for 
the  perfection  of  the  invention  as  is  the  genius  of  the  discoverer  who  devises  it;  and 
neither  of  them  would  be  one  whit  benefited,  were  it  not  for  the  public,  who  purchase 
and  use  it  Let  not  the  inventor,  then,  arrogate  too  much  to  himself,  because  those 
happen  to  be  few  who  pursue  his  vocation ;  but  let  him  remember  the  fitble  of  the 
belly  and  the  memben !  Many  varieties  of  talent  are  requisite  to  accomplish  the 
perfection  of  a  machine. 

**  Authors,  also,  who  have  written  works  containing  new  matter  beneficial  to  the 
community,  are  entitled  to  a  recompense  from  the  public,  as  much  as  other  inventors, 
perhaps  more  so^  becatise  their  discoveries  are  more  valuable,  as  the  happiness  of  man 
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ii  at  the  preient  period  more  contingent  on  moral  discoyery  than  it  ii  on  physicaL 

To  degrade  the  profession  of  a  teacher  of  morality,  to  a  mere  matter  of  trade  and  bar- 
ter, is  injurious  to  the  community.  Philosophers  can  rarely  fc^in  a  living  by  their 
works ;  the  public  will  not  buy  enough  of  copies  to  leave  a  profit  on  their  publication. 
To  live  by  trade,  a  man  must  manufacture  an  article  which  will  ensure  a  sale.  The 
public  prefer  books  which  administer  to  their  passions  and  amusement.  The  philo- 
sopher would  not  write  the  first,  even  if  he  could  ;  and  it  is  rarely  that  he  possesses 
the  faculty  of  writing  the  latter.  Therefore,  there  can  be  few  writing  philosophers, 
capable  of  teaching  a  nation,  under  the  present  system  ;  and,  unfortunately,  men  bom 
to  wealth,  seldom  get  the  necessary  mental  training  to  form  philosophers  The  only 
good  public  act  of  George  IV. — perhaps  the  only  good  one  public  or  private — was  the 
establishment  of  a  literary  fund  of  one  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  divided 
among  ten  literary  men  of  reputation  in  decayed  circumstances.  It  will  be  a  lasting 
reproach  to  the  Whig  Government,  that  they  deprived  these  men  of  their  living,  in 
their  rage  for  economy,  and  at  the  same  time  kept  up  the  numberless  extravagant 
pensions  of  ballots,  panders,  and  sycophants.*' 

It  is  one  of  our  author's  leading  doctrines,  that  ''the  whole  raw  ma- 
terial  of  the  whole  plobe  ia  the  property  of  the  whole  human  race,  as 
tenants  in  common  ;"  that  private  property  in  land  will  one  day  cease 
to  exist,  a  reasonable  compensation  being  made  to  bond  fide  possessors; 
and  that  the  land  will  then  he  administered  (as  it  is  in  India,  and  other 
countries  of  the  East)  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  generally  ;  that, 
in  the  meantime,  every  human  being  who  is  bom  into  the  world,  "  has  a 
moral  right  to  live  in  the  world,  and,  consequently,  has  a  right  to  his 
share  of  those  things,  as  raw  materials,  without  which  he  cannot  live." 
This,  without  further  explanation,  is  somewhat  vag^e,  and  susceptible  of 
being  practically  misapplied;  but  from  any  such  danger  it  is  secure,  if  view, 
ed  in  conjunction  with  our  author's  other  opinions.  What  is  meant  is  this, 
that  as  nobody  is  to  blame  for  being  born,  nobody  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  starve  while  there  is  food  in  the  world  to  feed  him,  when  others  who 
preceded  him  have  engrossed,  by  mere  occupancy,  those  lands  and  raw 
materials,  which  are  no  more  of  their  making  than  of  his ;  to  which  he 
has  as  fair  a  claim  as  they  had  originally ;  and  of  which,  if  not  previ- 
ously monopolized,  his  fractional  share  might  have  been  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  live. 

This  doctrine,  the  developments  of  which,  though  highly  interesting 
we  have  not  space  to  quote,  might  eagily  have  misled  a  less  expanded 
mind  than  our  author's  into  the  vagaries  of  Spenceanism  or  Owenism. 
Holding,  as  he  docs,  that  the  original  appropriation  of  the  raw  material 
of  the  globe  was  wrongful,  and  the  result  of  force  or  fraud,  he  might 
easily  have  been  led,  like  so  many  well-meaning  persons  before  him, 
into  the  notion  that  it  is  proper  to  redress  this  wrong  by  some  of  the 
innumerable  modes,  direct  or  indirect,  of  taking  from  those  who  have,  to 
give  to  those  who  have  not.  From  all  such  errors  he  has  been  kept 
clear,  by  a  strong  conviction  of  the  tendency  of  population  to  tread  upon 
the  verge  of  subsistence ;  and,  consequently,  to  render  all  additions  to 
the  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  labourers  ineffectual  for  the  improve- 
ment of  their  condition,  except  in  so  far  as  accompanied  by  increased 
habits  of  prudence.  Our  author  has  placed  this  subject  in  a  light  which 
may  be  new  to  some  of  our  readers  ;  and  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting 
him  at  some  length. 

<'  The  notion  which  is  commonly  entertained,  that  because  a  man  has  a  lai^  an- 
nual income,  he  therefore  consumes  more  than  his  neighbour,  is  absurd.  For  exam- 
ple :  A  man  has  an  estate  producing  him  in  rent  a  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  He 
cannot  have  this  rent  till  the  farmers  and  labourers  who  cultivate  the  land  have  been 
fed  and  clothed  sufficiently  to  keep  them,  at  any  rate,  in  a  state  of  working  health. 
If  they  were  kept  lower  than  this,  they  either  could  not  work,  or  they  would  persih, 
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or  bitftk  mit  into  riot.  I  maj  therefore  aaeume  that  they  are  ftd  and  clothed.  The 
MBt  aad  tithee^  theiefinre,  are  the  sarplus  or  profit  of  the  eetate.  The  rent  goes  to  (he 
■qnire^  the  tithiee  to  the  parson,  and  we  will  suppose  them  one  thousand  pounds  per 
annnin  each.  What  purpose  do  they  turn  it  to  ?  The  squire  has  a  house  in  which 
an  maintained  fire  of  his  own  family,  and  tliree  servants ;  and  he  must  moreover  pay 
his  proportiou  towards  the  poor  rates.  The  poor  he  thus  maintains  yield  him  no  ser- 
Tiee  whatever ;  and  his  servants  are  not  exclusively  hie.  One  makes  his  hed,  hut  she 
alto  makes  her  own  :  another  cooks  the  dinner,  hut  it  is  for  her  own  henefit  as  well 
as  his :  another  washes  his  clothes,  but  she  washes  her  own  also.  The  real  personal 
service  whidi  fttUs  to  his  individual  share  will  be  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
labour  whidi  is  performed  in  the  household ;  and  his  personal  consumption  of  food 
and  clothinf  will  be  the  same,  because  all  must  be  provided  for  out  of  the  income. 
He  may,  if  he  chooses^  have  expensive  food  and  clothes,  but  it  must  be  only  out  of  the 
•nrplus,  after  all  the  household  are  provided ;  and  he  cannot  eat  two  dinners,  or  wear 
two  eoats,  at  a  time^  If  one  coat  per  annum  is  the  amount  of  actual  wear,  and  he  has 
fifty  made  annually,  he  can  only  consume  the  fiftieth  part  of  each ;  they  will  then  go 
to  the  community  to  be  worn  out.  And  all  the  time  he  must  have  his  share  of  labour, 
in  purchasing  provisions,  and  giving  directions  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  household. 
He  must  see  that  the  house  is  repaired,  and  that  the  garden  produces  its  crop :  and, 
in  short,  perform  all  the  business  of  an  overlooker.  In  fact,  he  is  only  a  distributor, 
and  were  his  income  doubled,  trebled,  quadrupled,  he  would  still  be  only  a  distribu- 
tor. Were  he  to  keep  six  servants,  or  flifty,  he  would  not  consume  one  jot  more.  He 
could  eat  but  one  dinner,  and  sleep  in  but  one  bed,  and  wear  but  the  seme  quantity  of 
clothing,  unless  indeed  he  were  wantonly  to  destroy  it,  which  no  man  does,  any  more 
than  he  bums  his  house  down.  And  his  personal  labour  would  be  increased,  be- 
cause he  would  become  a  distributor  to  fifty  instead  of  three.  If  he  turned  the  mat- 
ter over  to  a  steward,  then  the  steward  would  become  the  distributor  instead,  and  the 
■inire  would  be  merely  the  receiver  of  what  he  needed  for  his  own  personal  accommo- 
dation. The  power  would  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  steward.  The  parson  does  all 
this  the  same  as  the  squire. 

^  The  parson,  the  stockholder,  the  merchanti  the  manufacturer,  the  aristocrat,  the 
placeman,  the  pensioner,  the  soldier,  the  judge,  all,  up  to  the  king,  are  in  the  same 
precise  condition—they  are  only  distributors.  Whatever  maybe  tlie  amount  of  their 
income^  he  it  hundreds  or  millions,  still  they  can  only  individually  consume  their 
maintenance,  which  differs  little  in  quantity,  whether  for  king  or  peasant.  The 
surplus  must  be  distributed,  and  the  reason  is  plain.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of 
food  and  necessaries  annually  produced,  and  a  certain  quantity  imported.  They  are 
jointly,  rather  under  than  over  the  demand,  and  therefore  they  are  sure  not  to  be  wast- 
ed. By  the  process  called  trade,  the  whole  of  the  provisions  are  divided  amongst  the 
whole  of  the  population.  The  most  energetic  amongst  the  people  are  sure  to  be  the 
distributors,  just  as  the  foreman  of  a  manufactory  is  usually  the  cleverest  man  in  it. 
It  is  true  that  the  custom  of  hereditary  succession  has  placed  many  dolts  in  the  office 
of  distributoia,  but  they  are  only  apparently  so — ^they  are  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of 
ministers,  stevrards,  ftc,  who  hold  the  real  power.  The  first  class  of  distributors,  of 
coarse,  help  themselves  first,  and  plentifully,  to  the  choicest  of  food,  just  as  the  fore* 
man  gets  the  largest  wages.  Thus  game  and  rich  wines,  &c«,  being  comparatively 
•carce  articles^  foU  to  their  share.  Coarser  meats  fall  to  the  share  of  the  next  class  of 
distributors,  and  so  on  downwards,  till  the  poor  operatives  have  nothing  left  but  salt 
provlsidns  and  vegetable  substances,  as  is  the  case  with  weavers.  Below  them  again, 
there  are  a  portion  of  people  dwelling,  as  it  were,  on  the  outskirts  of  society,  who  do 
feat  get,  upon  an  average,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  fi>od  necessary  to  keep  them  in 
health,  and  a  part  of  these  die  off  from  time  to  time,  when  a  temporary  scarcity  oc* 
ears.  These  are  principally  composed  of  persons  who  are,  from  want  of  skill,  unfit 
to  work,  but  are  too  proud,  or  possess  too  little  energy,  to  scramble  for  their  share  of 
parochial  assistance.  They  are  like  the  little  boys  at  school,  who  are  pushed  away 
from  the  fire  by  the  gieat  ones,  because  it  is  not  sufficiently  warm  to  heat  all  round. 
In  the  parish  workhonses,  and  receiving  weekly  assistance  from  the  parishes,  are  com- 
prised a  large  number  of  operatives  of  robust  habits,  many  willing  to  work,  and 
many  lazy,  but  none  of  whom  would  suffer  the  distributors  to  go  on  quietly,  if  their 
wants  were  not  tolerably  well  attended  to.  From  this  feeling  of  self-preservation^ 
the  distributors  have  established  poor-laws,  L  e.  the  wealthier  distributors ;  for  it 
met  he  borne  in  mind,  that  the  poor  weaver,  who  receives  his  weekly  stipend,  is  a 
distrihotOTy  whan  he  foeds  his  wife  and  children  with  the  provisions  his  earnings  have 
pnnhased. 

^  Thus,  it  is  clear,  that  the  immediate  cause  of  the  misery  which  the 'people  ea- 
dnre  is  the  fiict,  that  their  numbers  are  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  supply  of  food 
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And  necMsariet.  Were  the  food  and  necewariei  in  i^reater  proportion  than  the  nnm* 
ber  of  the  people,  there  would  be  no  mi8ei7  arising  from  that  source.  A  lai^  num. 
her  of  the  people  who  are  well  fed  would  possibly  remain  in  perfect  health,  were  ther 
to  cede  one-fourth  of  their  food,  to  be  divided  amongst  the  ill-fed ;  but  this  would,  in 
a  short  time,  be  productive  of  still  more  extensive  misery.  They  have  possibly  a  claim 
to  an  equal  share  all  round,  because,  although  food  is  produced  by  labour,  and  not 
one  in  ten  actually  gives  any  labour  to  that  object,  still  we  may  suppose  that  all  would 
be  equally  willing  to  labour,  and  the  land,  as  before  stated,  is  the  joint  property  of  all. 
In  their  half-fed  state,  the  surplus  population  are  incapable  of  procreation  ;  or,  if  they 
have  children,  they  are  weakly  and  die  off.  But  were  their  food  increased  to  a.  suffi- 
cient quantity,  by  an  equal  division,  they  would  breed  very  rapidly,  and  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  unless  the  supply  of  food  and  necessaries  could  be  artificially 
increased,  the  whole  population  would  soon  be  reduced  to  a  half  allowance.  And  if 
the  supply  of  AnnI  were  again  artificially  increased  to  full  allowance,  they  would  again 
breed  beyond  it.  The  struggle  might  thus  go  on,  if  science  and  industry  were  suc- 
cessful, till  every  square  yai^i  of  land  held  a  human  being,  and  then,  in  case  of  a  fa- 
mine, having  nothing  to  fall  back  upon,  they  would  eat  one  another.** 

Our  author,  therefore,  relies  for  the  improvement  of  the  physical  con- 
dition of  the  people  upon  that  increase  of  prudence  and  self-control,  as  to 
the  multiplication  of  their  numbers,  which  he  believes  to  be  the  natural 
result  of  even  such  increase  of  intelligence  as  ts  now  actually  taking  place. 

We  must  here  close  our  extracts.  We  might  have  found  numerous 
passages  superior,  as  mere  pieces  of  writing,  to  those  we  have  quoted. 
The  energy,  and  strong  feeling  with  which  Junius  Redivivus  almost 
always  writes,  occasionally  rise  into  something  deserving  the  name  of 
eloquence.  But  we  preferred  to  give  specimens  of  his  argumentative 
powers.  We  have  quoted  enough  to  convince,  we  trust,  almost  all  our 
readers,  that  few  among  the  writers  for  the  day  are  either  so  bold  and 
independent  in  thought,  or  so  manly  and  pure  in  purpose,  as  Junius 
Redivivus ;  and  we  shall  rejoice  if  such  praise  as  ours  can  do  any  thing 
to  spread  the  reputation,  or  (what  we  are  sure  he  regards  much  more,) 
to  extend  the  usefulness  of  his  writings. 


THE  NEGRO  EMANCIPATION  BILL. 

Evert  attempt  at  a  liberal  measure  by  the  Whig  Ministers  seems 
destined  to  prove  a  failure.  Their  Reform  Bill  was  their  first  and  only 
vigorous  act  in  favour  of  liberty.  Ever  since,  a  steady  propensity  to 
retrograde  has  been  manifested.  The  semblance  of  progress  has  been 
found  necessary ;  and  some  real  progress  has  been  made  ; — but  with  what 
evident  reluctance !  How  plainly  Ministers  are  reformers  in  spite  of 
themselves.  How  differently  is  the  cure  of  State  ills  beaten  into  them  ! 
Was  ever  the  reluctance  with  which  good  measures  are  adopted,  and  the 
desire  of  retaining  as  much  of  the  old  leaven  as  possible  more  manifest 
than  in  their  Scottish  Entail,  and  Scottish  Burgh  Reform  Bills  !  And 
now  we  have  a  Negro  Emancipation  Bill,  which  displays  the  qualities  of 
Whig  Legislation  in  full  perfection.  For  the  pretended  rights  of  the 
slave-owners  the  most  tender  regard  is  shewn ;  for  the  unequivocally  ex- 
pressed sentiments  of  the  British  people,  a  shew  of  respect ;  for  the 
rights  of  the  slave,  for  the  pockets  of  the  people,  for  the  principles  of 
justice,  no  regard  whatever.  By  this  Emancipation  Bill,  slavery  is  to  be 
maintained  for  twelve  years  ;  and  fifteen  millions  are  to  be  added  to  the 
National  Debt,  to  compensate  the  slave-owners  for  the  ultimate  loss  of 
their  property,  in  their  fellow-creatures  !  The  thing  is  an  insult  to  the 
understanding,  to  the  feelings,  and  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  nation. 
Further  comment  upon  such  a  worthless  project  would  be  superfluous. 
It  is  baffled,  and  that  is  enough. 
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THE   DUELLIST. 

«*  — —  Why !    Are  you  so  sure  of  your  band,  captain,  at  all  times  f 
BoftsMUI.— Tut,  never  miia  thrust,  upon  my  reputation.** 

BSN.  JOBMSON. 

'«  The  very  butcher  of  a  silk  button." 

SvAKspuAae. 

The  day  had  been  more  than  usually  warm,  and  the  evening  breeze 
yielded  in  consequence  a  far  more  refreshing  and  invigorating  sensation 
than  customary,  as  I  paced  up  and  down  the  gallery,  in  front  of  the 

commandant's  quarters  at  Barbadoes,  (General  St ,  he  of  .the  Royal 

Artillery,)  on  whose  staff  I  then  was.  He  is  now  no  more.  A  kinder 
heart  never  beat  beneath  a  uniform ;  a  braver  spirit  never  animated  a 
soldier's  frame  ;  a  truer  friend,  a  more  liberal  patron,  a  more  generous 
benefactor  never  existed.  But  why  should  I  pause  to  praise  him  ?  I 
loved — I  revered  him,  when  fortune  smiled  on  the  prospects  of  the 
young  and  enthusiastic  soldier ;  but  far  more  hallowed,  far  more  endear, 
ing  are  the  recollections  that  now  spring  within  my  breast.  His  memory 
is  as  a  spot  of  fresh  fountains  and  green  herbs  on  the  dry  and  barren 
desert  of  misfortune  in  which  I  have  long  been  a  wanderer. 

The  house  consisted  of  a  large  wooden  building,  of  a  single  storey, 
elevated  to  the  height  of  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground  on  strong  pil. 
lars  ;  a  covered  gallery,  to  which  you  ascended  by  a  liroad  flight  of  steps, 
ran  along  its  front ;  and  a  pair  of  folding  doors  o^iened  to  a  spacious 
room,  which  answered  the  purpose  of  both  hall  and  drawing-room.  This 
hall  was,  for  the  sake  of  coolness,  lighted  by  no  fewer  than  ten  windows ; 
six  looking  on  the  gallery,  and  two  at  each  end  of  the  house ;  while 
doors  corresponding  with  the  entrance  led  to  the  interior  apartments. 
The  view  from  the  gallery,  though  not  possessing  a  great  deal  of  what 
is  termed  the  picturesque,  had,  nevertheless,  much  of  variety  in  its 
character ;  and  if  a  difference  from  European  landscape  could  entitle  it 
to  the  appellation  of  romantic,  it  might  lay  full  claim  to  that  title. 
.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  house  was  a  small  garden,  gay  with  the 
many-coloured  flowers  of  the  West  Indies,  with  a  well-kept  gravel  walk, 
or  rather  drive  round  a  circular  grass  plat ;  sundry  domesticated  Guinea 
fowls  were  moving  about  this  space;  while  numbers  of  the  inharmo- 
nious  blackbirds  peculiar  to  the  tropics  were  chattering  in  the  stately 
eoooa  and  the  graceful  cabbage  trees  which  overhung  the  house.  A  low 
railing  separated  the  garden  from  the  garrison  parade  ground,  a  plain 
of  about  a  mile  in  circumference,  gradually  sinking  towards  Carlisle 
bay,  and  which,  from  having  been  frequently  trodden  by  many  feet,  had 
become  of  a  dirty,  dingy,  reddish  green  ;  its  surface  was,  however,  now 
enlivened  by  numerous  groups  of  soldiers  at  drill,  whose  white  fatigue 
dresses  were  thrown  out  in  strong  relief  by  the  dark -coloured  .back. 
ground  (tf  the  herbage.  On  each  rise  of  this  plain  were  various  oddly- 
contrasted  buildings,  erected  at  different  periods  as  barracks  for  the 
troops.  Here  was  the  dark,  prison-like  block-house,  built  during  the 
time  of  Cromwell,  with  its  heavy  cupola  and  ball ;  there  the  equally 
S  8Ca 
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inconvenient  stone  barrack^  of  a  later  date^  with  its  useless  fire-places, 
and  glazed  windows  after  the  English  fasliion ;  there  the  more-reeently 
erected  lantern-looking  building  of  wood^  surrounded  with  four  or  five 
storeys  of  galleries,  painted  of  a  dull,  heavy,  brick  colour,  enough  to  give 
one  the  yellow  fever  to  look  at ;  and,  as  if  at  once  to  relieve  the  eye 
and  the  imagination,  there  were  the  neat,  low,  single-storeyed,  new-built, 
wooden  barracks  of  Crab-Town,  each  officer  having  his  separate  hut,  of 
varying  size  according  to  his  rank,  many  of  them  surrounded  with  patches 
of  garden  ground ;  the  occupation  and  amusement  of  their  tenants' 
leisure  hours,  and  whence,  borne  on  the  evening  breeze,  were  now 
wafted  a  thousand  delightful  odours.  Close  to  the  water's  edge 
stood  the  Fort  of  St.  Ann's,  from  whose  flag-staff  the  British  standard 
floated  gaily  and  gracefully  abroad.  Numerous  men-of-war  and  mer- 
chant ships  rode  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  which  now  shone  like  a  brazen 
mirror  with  the  setting  sun,  that  threw  its  full  radiance  on  the  pic^ 
turesque  buildings  of  Bridge-Town,  whose  glazed  windows  glistened 
like  diamonds  in  the  sunbeams,  and  whose  white  houses  stood  out 
boldly,  as  it  were  embossed  upon  the  dark  back-ground  of  cocoa  groves 
and  sugar  plantations  behind  ;  the  numerous  wind-mills^  belonging  to 
which,  were  now  moving  gaily  round  to  the  breeze. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  to  the  inmates  of  the  hall,  which,  on  this  even, 
ing,  was  decked  out  with  palm-branches,  lamp8>  gilded  trophies,  and  other 
decorations,  and  prepared  for  a  ball  which  the  General  proposed  giving^ 
in  honour  of  some  recent  victory.  The  opposite  doors  were  open,  and 
shewed  an  inner  apartment  laid  out  as  a  supper-room ;  and  at  the  one 
end  of  the  hall  was  a  temporary  orchestra  for  the  artillery  band,  the 
best  in  garrison  ;  their  instruments  were  already  in  their  places;  two  or 
three  neat-looking  drummer  boys  were  busied  in  arranging  the  music* 
books ;  and,  mounted  on  a  table  in  the  outer  room,  was  a  black  boy  in 
livery,  pouring  sangaree  out  of  an  extremely  narrow-necked  stone  jug, 
into  another  on  the  floor,  which  he  did  without  spilling  a  drop— >a  dex- 
terity only  acquired  by  practice.  In  another  part  of  the  room  were  the 
officers  of  the  General's  staff,  and  their  ladies  in  full  dress ; — ^there  was 
the  martinet  Brigade. Major,  powdered,  starched,  and  stiffened ; — ^there 
the  more  foppish  Aid.  de-camp  ;  and  the  matter-of-fact,  business-like 
commissary,  who,  though  in  regimentals,  had  the  air  of  a  shopkeeper. 
But  there  were  two  in  that  group  that  require  a  more  particular  de- 
scription, and  whom  a  less  experienced  eye  than  mine  might,  at  once, 
have  distinguished  as  new-comers  to  the  West  Indies,  from  the  ruddi- 
ness and  clearness  of  their  complexions,  the  briskness  and  alacrity  of 
their  motions,  and  the  restless  and  varying  glances  they  cast  round  them 
on  objects  that  must  have  appeared  strange  to  European  eyes;  and 
whose  appearance  formed  a  strong  contrast  to  the  sallow,  colourless  fea- 
tures, the  dull,  apathetic  movements,  and  the  "  lack-lustre  eyes"  of  the 
heat-seasoned  residents. 

Lieutenant  Baldwin  (as  I  shall  call  him)  of  the  th  regiment  and 

his  wife,  had  landed  but  that  morning  from  a  transport  newly  arrived 
from  England ;  and  the  General,  with  his  usual  kindness,  had  offered 
them  the  use  of  his  house  until  they  could  be  comfortably  settled  in  their 
quarters.  Baldwin  having  brought  out  with  him  some  introductory  let- 
ters to  the  General,  who,  perhaps,  was  not  the  less  polite  in  his  at- 
tentions because  Mrs.  B.  possessed  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  per- 
sonal attractions ;  for  I  have  often  observed  the  old  gentleman's  stately 
politeness,  of  the  old  school,  used  always  to  soften  itself  into  a  peculiar 
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suavity  of  manner  when  he  addressed  a  pretty  woman ;  and^  on  the  con. 
trary,  a  double  frost-work  of  formality  used^  as  it  were^  unconsciously 
to  spread  itself  around  him  when  he  approached  the  old  and  ordinary 
part  of  the  sex ;  and  he  used  jocularly  to  say  that  a  woman  could  have 
but  one  sin  in  his  eyes,  and  that  was  ugliness. 

Mrs.  Baldwin,— or,  as  her  husband  called  her  in  his  moments  of  en- 
dearment, "  the  bonnie  Jessie,*'— -was  fairer  than  the  generality  of  Scottish 
women  ;  and  her  dark  blue  eyes  and  raven  hair  gave  additional  lustre 
to  the  brilliancy  of  her  complexion.  She  was  of  the  middle  size ;  and 
although  her  figure  was  grace  itself,  yet,  in  approaching  to  fulness,  it  en- 
hanced  her  charms  by  being  contrasted  with  the  tall,  thin  forms  of  the 
"  Barbadian  beauties."  Mr.  B.  himself,  was  a  good-natured,  well-in- 
formed Scot,  with  nothing  peculiar  to  distinguish  him ;  unless,  indeed, 
we  except  an  uncommon  and  apparent  fondness  for  his  wife,  shewing  it- 
self  in  every  word  and  motion.  If  anything  new  struck  his  eye,  it  was 
''Jessie,  my  wumman,  |luke  ye  there !"  or  '^  My  bonnie  Jessie,  saw  ye  e'er 
the  like  !"  In  short,  Jessie— Jessie  was  the  burden  of  every  sentence ; 
nay,  even  when,  at  the  dessert,  I  played  off  the  old  trick  of  handing  him  a 
plate  of  red  pepper^fruit  for  cherries,  and  while  his  month  was  burning, 
and  his  eyes  watering  from  the  joint  effect  of  the  pepper  and  the  brandy, 
to  which  he  had  been  silly  recommended  as  its  cure,  he  exclaimed,  in 
broader  Scotch  than  usual,  ^'  Pub — ^puh !  Jessie,  my  bonnie  wumman, 
see  ye  noo !  its  as  red  as  fire,  and  as  het  as  the  de'il— eh,  Jessie !  pub— - 
puh  i" 

At  length  most  of  the  guests  had  arrived ;  the  music  struck  up,  and 
the  dancing  commenced  with  the  popular  West  Indian  country  dance  of 
"  Man  o'  war  Buckra,"  to  which  the  black  attendants,  as  they  hurried 
backwards  and  forwards  in  their  usual  avocations,  might  be  heard  hum- 
ming the  words  of  the  negro  song,  beginning — 

"  Man  o*  war  buckra,  man  o*  war  bnckra, 

Nebber,  nebber  do  for  me ; 
Sojer  buckra,  sojer  buckra 

He  de  lad  for  me  ;'* 

with  more  loudness  and  familiarity  than  would  have  been  permitted  in 
European  servants.  Indeed,  I  have  invariably  observed,  that  more  free- 
dom of  manner  is  allowed  to  the  domestic  slaves  in  the  West  Indies, 
than  to  the  free-born  servants  of  Europe ;  perhaps  from  the  same  rea- 
son that  we  allow  liberties  to  a  favourite  spaniel :  because,  being  a  crea- 
ture infinitely  below  us  in  the  scale  of  being,  we  think  he  can  never  ap. 
proach  our  sphere  of  action,  nor  can  we  lower  ourselves  to  his.  And 
such,  I  am  convinced,  is  the  light  in  which  the  West  Indians  generally 
regard  their  slaves  ;  and  this  very  kindness,  when,  in  old  age,  the  domes- 
tic servants  are  degraded  into  the  character  of  pradial  slaves,  renders 
the  cruelties,  the  privations,  and  the  sufferings  of  those  wretched  beings 
doubly  intolerable,  from  the  force  of  contrast  with  their  former  habits 
of  ease  and  indulgence. 

During  one  of  the  dances,   the  General  beckoned  his  son  Edward 

S n  and  myself  into  the  gallery,  and  said,  "  I  have  called  you 

aside,  boys,  to  put  you  on  your  guard  against  one  person,  whom,  although 
compelled  by  courtesy  to  number  among  my  guests,  I  think  much  fitter 
to  be  the  inmate  of  a  jail  and  the  companion  of  felons;  see,  he  is  now 
dancing  with  Mrs.  B  n."     I  looked :  it  was  a  captain  of  the  navy, 

in  the  becoming  uniform  of  his  profession.  He  seemed  about  five-and- 
thxrty  years  of  age,  below  the  middle  size ;  and,  although  broad  shoulder 
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ed,  was  yet  handsomely  formed.  His  features  wore  a  careless  expression 
of  jollity  and  recklessness^  which  a  casual  observer  might  ascribe  to  the 
good-natured  bluntness  of  the  sailor;  but  a  nearer  examiner  would  dis- 
cover a  sort  of  hardness  in  his  visage^  a  kind  of  cruel  carelessness  in  his 
eye^  and  a  scornful  projection  of  the  under  lip,  which  plainly  said, 
''  This  man  has  no  heart ;"  and  it  was  true — ^for  he  was  a  professed 
duellist. 

"  That  man/'  said  the  General^  waxing  warm  as  he  spoke^  ''  deserves 
to  be  cast  out  from  society  as  a  monster  too  hideous  even  for  punish- 
ment, too  despicable  even  to  be  made  an  example  of.  He  is  a  murderer 
from  inclination — a  homicide  for  amusement.  When  he  is  in  harbour^  he 
makes  it  his  business  to  frequent  such  public  places  as  his  rank  gives 
him  admittance  to,  for  the  express  purpose  of  quarrelling  with,  and  chal- 
lenging such  individuals  as  the  universal  knowledge  of  his  character 
allows  to  approach  him ;  and  sure  as  a  meeting  takes  place,  so  sure  is 

Captain  L — s  of  the  Elmira  either  to  kill  or  wound  his  adversary, — 

for  long  practice  has  given  him  such  dexterity  with  the  pistol,  that  he 
«an  number  with  successive  balls  the  buttons  on  a  sailor's  jacket,  or 
shoot  down  a  phial  bottle  suspended  from  the  yard  arm  of  his  own 
frigate.  Yet  is  he  kind  and  humane  to  the  men  under  his  command ; 
his  ship's  company  love  even  his  very  faults ;  and  his  reckless  gallantry 
in  action,  supported  by  the  efforts  of  a  daring  crew,  have  got  him  the 
HBJxie  of  the  '  Fighting  Captain,'  as  much  as  the  abominable  predilec 
tion  I  have  described." 

I  need  scarce  say  that  after  this  warning,  both  Edward  8  n  and 
myself  kept  clear  of  the  "  Fighting  Captain "  as  carefully  as  he  would 
steer  his  frigate  from  the  dangers  of  rock  and  quicksand.  But  although 
we  were  fortunate  enough  to  escape  collision  with  him,  others  were  not 
equally  so,  for  poor  Baldwin  seeing  him  take  some  liberty  with  his  bonnie 
Jessie,  naturally  resented  it. 

The  brutual  temper  of  L  s,  inflamed  with  wine,  was  insufferable, 

jind  a  blow  was  the  result. 

As  this  rencontre  occurred  after  supper,  and  duty  had  required  my 
absence,  I  was  not  a  witness  of  the  transaction ;  but  on  my  return,  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  whole. 

During  that  brief  interval,  not  only  had  the  quarrel  taken  place,  but  a 
formal  challenge  had  been  given  and  accepted. 

But  let  me  hurry  over  the  disastrous  events  of  the  few  succeeding 
hours :  they  are  too  painful  to  bear  repetition,  even  at  this  distant  period 
of  time.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  before  eight  o'clock  that  morning,  in  the 
midst  of  the  dust-soiled  ornaments  of  the  ball-room,  whose  gaudy  de- 
corations seemed  to  mock  the  sorrows  of  those  within  its  precincts,  and 
surrounded  by  the  unremoved  fragments  of  the  midnight  banquet,  lay 
the  cold  remains  of  poor  Baldwin,  while  the  shrieks  and  groans  of  hk 
-distracted  wife  now  filled  the  ears,  instead  of  the  gay  sounds  of  laughter, 
and  the  exhilarating  strains  of  music  which  so  recently  had  echoed  through 
ats  walls. 


PART  II. 

'**  But  get  tbee  back,  my  wul  U  too  much  cbarfVl 
With  Uood  of  thine  already. 

Macdvjf.'-'l  harve  no  words, 
My  voice  ia  in  my  swoid ;— thou  blot  dlei  villato. 
Than  terms  can  give  thee  cut !"  SbaKSPSAkb. 

Three  years  elapsed  ;  during  which  time  the  General's  second  son  hav- 
ing taken  my  post,  1  rejoined  my  regiment ;  with  which  I  was  quartered 
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in  many  of  the  windward  islands;  but  we  were  at  length  ordered  to  head 
quarters^  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  the  good  General  happy  in 
the  enjoyments  of  a  green  old  age.  In  Barbadoes^  we  were  joined  by  a 
young  ensign^  whom  I  shall  nan\e  M'lvor^  who  had  purchased  into  our 
corps.  He  was  a  native  of  Scotland^  and  although  Scots  are  generally 
reserved  in  their  manners^  yet  there  was  a  gloominess  about  M'lvor^  a 
sternness  of  character^  and  a  sadness  of  demeanour  unusual  and  unnatural 
at  his  time  of  life  (for  he  was  not  above  nineteen.)  His  figure  was  tall 
and  elegantly  formed^  and  his  features  bore  a  character  strictly  in  unison 
with  his  manners.  He  had  the  Roman  cast  of  countenance  strongly 
marked ;  an  eye  of  the  deepest  blue,  with  hair  that  clustered  in  jet  black 
carls  round  his  lofty  and  intellectual  forehead ;  while  his  whole  face,  even 
in  moments  of  excitation  or  exercise,  retained  invariably  the  same  pale, 
marble-like  complexion. 

It  was  one  morning  about  twilight,  and  shortly  before  gun.fire,  that, 
having  dismissed  the  picquet,  with  which,  as  subaltern  of  the  night,  I 
had  been  visiting  the  outposts,  I  was  returning  to  my  quarters  in  Crab- 
Town,  when  an  incident  occurred  that  has  for  ever  stamped  in  my  bo- 
aom  a  detestation  of  the  character  Of  a  duellist ;  and  I  can  now  bless  my 
God,  who  has  thought  fit  to  remove  me  from  a  soldier's  profession^ 
which,  chivalrous  and  honourable  as  it  is  usually  thought,  is  but  a  licenced 
system  of  murder ;  and  in  misery  and  deprivation,  in  sorrow  and  in  wo, 
I  have  almost  learned  to  think  that  no  excuse,  not  even  self-defence, 
can  free  that  man  from  blood-j^iltiness  who  dares  deliberately  to '' quench 
that  gifted  spark  which  Omnipotence  has  once  ordained  to  burn,"  and 
which  no  mortal  power  can  ever  re-illumine. 

It  was  one  of  those  raw  chill  mornings,  not  unusual  in  Barbadoes  at 
the  approach  of  the  rainy  season.  A  thick,  dense  fog  partially  obscured 
the  landscape  round,  but  which  the  newly-risen  sun  and  the  awakening 
Ilea  breeze  had  in  part  dissipated  on  the  higher  grounds,  obscurely  reveal, 
ing  fragments  of  the  scenery  in  distorted  and  unsightly  portions.  Here 
the  fog  hovered  round  and  hid  the  base  of  some  building,  while  the  sum- 
mit was  clearly  discernible, — there  the  summit  was  hid  in  clouds,  while 
the  base  only  was  visible ;  there  some  portion  of  the  distant  hills  showed 
like  a  green  island  in  an  ocean  of  mist ;  through  another  vista  of  clouds 
you  might  behold  the  solitary  sentinel  wrapped  in  his  watch-cloak,  and 
occasionally  shrowded  and  revealed,  ae  he  moved  briskly  backwards  and 
forwards,  on  his  post;  and,  in  the  direction  of  the  sea,  the  standard  at 
St.  Ann's  was  observable,  floating  like  some  bird  of  ill  omen,  lazily  and 
heavily  flapping  about  the  clouds  that  obscured  its  supporting  flag-staff. 

I  advanced  towards  my  quarters  :  the  fog  became  thicker  and  thicker, 
■o  that  it  required  a  person  weU  versed  in  the  local  geography  of  Crab- 
Town  to  be  able  to  find  his  way.  I  was  not  one  of  these  experienced 
pilots,  and  in  consequence,  I  soon  found  myself  bewildered  among  the 
labyrinth  of  the  bamboo  huts,  serving  as  suttling  houses,  kitchens,  stables, 
&c.  to  the  officers'  quarters ;  a  long,  irregular  range  of  which  divided 
Crab-Town  from  the  low  sands  between  the  fort  and  the  barracks,  and 
which  was  used  as  a  burying-ground  for  the  garrison :  the  number  of 
land  crabs  that  burrowed  among  the  graves,  giving  to  the  adjoining  build- 
ings its  distinguishing  name  of  Crab-Town. 

Finding  myself  more  and  more  at  a  loss,  I  struck  into  the  burying 
ground  ;  by  crossing  which,  I  knew  I  must  arrive  at  the  beaten  road  be 
tween  the  garrison  and  the  fort. 

I  was  winding  my  way  carefully  among  the  graves,  cautiously  avoiding 
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tlie  pirickly  pfian  and  other  thomy  shrubs  that  grew  scantily  in  ihi9 
sand^  between  the  ridges  which  marked  the  resting-places  of  the  dead, 
when  the  sound  of  two  shots^  fired  in  quick  succession,  strudc  upon  my 
ear.  They  were  evidently  discharged  close  at  hand ;  and  I  stood  in  ne 
enviable  situation,  for  I  had  clearly  distinguished  the  shrill  noise  that 
A  bullet  made  in  passing  close  to  my  head;  and  as  I  had  heard  too 
many  of  such  «^^giny  birds  whistle  by  me  when  on  actual  service  not 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  sound,  I  shouted  with  all  my  strength, 
in  order  that  the  persons  who  discharged  the  shots  should  ceate  firing,  ui* 
consciously,  and  in  my  haste,  using  the  technical  word  of  command.  But 
the  echoes  of  my  words  had  not  yet  died  away,  when  they  wereanawered 
hy  a  repetition  of  the  same  sounds ;  but  now  no  bullet  now  whiatled  past 
for  they  had  reached  their  destination.  At  that  instant  the  morning  gua 
from  the  fort  was  fired,  and  answered  by  the  admiral's  flag-ship  in  the 
bay,  followed  by  the  brisk  and  irregular  discharge  of  small  arms  from 
the  marines  on  the  gangways  of  the  several  men-of-war.  The  effect  of 
heavy  artillery  on  mists  and  vapours  is  well  known.  The  thick,  smoke- 
like clouds  that  hung  over  the  sands  slowly  rolled  aside  for  a  moment  in 
heavy  folds,  like  the  withdrawing  of  a  curtain,  and  again  closed,  darken- 
ing  and  concealing  the  surrounding  objects;  but  brief  as  the  interval 
was,  it  had  permitted  me  to  discover  a  group  of  figures,  which  might  serve 
as  a  study  for  a  painter,  could  the  artist  be  found  hardened  enough  to 
gaze  unmoved  on  such  a  scene. 

Not  twenty  yards  from  me,  on  the  ground,  lay  two  officers,  one  in  the 
juniform  of  my  own  regiment,  the  other  in  the  undress  of  a  naval  cap- 
tain ;  the  surgeon  and  the  second  of  each  were  stooping  over  their 
friends,  and  a  black  servant  stood  at  a  trifling  distance,  in  evident 
alarm ;  while  the  smoke  from  their  pistols  still  hovered  over  Uie  spot, 
in  dark  circles,  struggling  to  rise  through  the  overhanging  canopy  of 
mist.  I  hastened  to  the  spot :  one  was  my  brother  officer,  M'lvor  ;  the 
other  was  the  fighting  captain  of  the  Elmira ;  both  mortally  wounded. 
The  surgeons  of  each,  after  a  few  moments'  consultation,  declared  the 
impracticability  of  removing  either  of  them  from  the  ground,  as  a  few 
moments  would  most  probably  terminate  their  existence ;  indeed,  from 
the  paleness  and  agony  impressed  on  the  features  of  L  s,  and 

from  the  crimson  flood  which  widely  stained  the  white  sand  beneath  him, 
it  was  evident  that  tlie  vital  spark  was  about  to  be  extinguished. 

Not  80  M^Ivor :  his  wound  was  in  the  chest,  and  the  bleeding  was 
mostly  internal.  He  had  risen  upon  one  elbow;  a  small  stream  of  blood 
flowed  from  between  his  clenched  teeth ;  but  as  his  dark  eye  was  fixed 
sternly  upon  his  prostrate  antagonist,  his  whole  face  was  illumined  with 
an  expression  of  exultation  and  delight,  fearfully  in  contrast  with  his 
evident  and  increasing  weakness ;  and  the  brilliant  hue  of  pleasure 
lit  up  those  features,  at  other  times  so  pale  and  death-like. 
.  The  departing  sailor,  in  faltering  and  broken  accents,  gasped  out  a 
request  to  be  brought  nearer  to  M^Ivor,  that  he  might  grasp  his  hand 
and  die  forgiving  him. 

A  strange  expression  of  contempt  played  on  the  blood-stained  lips  of 
the  latter,  as  he  heard  this  demand,  and  beheld  the  surgeons  assisting 
liis  adversary  to  approach  him.  With  pain  and  difficulty  the  dying  man 
reached  out  his  trembling  hand,  and  the  accents  of  forgiveness  hung 
upon  his  lips  ;  when  the  young  Highlander  raising  himself  to  a  sitting 
posture,  fiercely  grasped  the  extended  hand,  and,  while  a  gush  of  blood 
accompanied  every  word,  exclaimed,  in  accents  never  to  be  eradicated 
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from  my  memorT^  '*L i-^,  you  are  now  dying  on  the  grave  of 

my  brother-in-law^  poof  Baldwin  ;  he  whom  yon  murdered  rots  in  the 
soil  beneath  you  ;  but  my  sister^  JesHe  M'lvor,  she  rests  with  her  for. 
bears,  among  the  green  hills  of  that  native  land  I  never  shall  behold. 
You  wronged  a  daughter  of  Itf  ^Ivof— a  son  of  M'lvor  has  avenged  her 
wronga."  He  flung  the  hand  from  him  with  contemptuous  violence^  and, 
falling  badcwards  in  the  effort,  ceased  to  exist ;  his  face  retaining,  even 
in  death,  the  same  expression  of«  stem  delight.  L  ■  n  writhed  in 
Tedoubled  agony,  as  if  the  grave  on  which  he  lay  had  been  a  bed  of 
molten  fire-— his  features  became  convulsed— the  glare  of  his  eye  bore 
fearful  resemblance  to  the  once  insulting  glance  of  the  professed  and 
sttceessful  duellist.  Suddenly  he  started  to  hi<  feet — he  assumed  the 
posture  of  a  prepared  combatant — and,  with  his  arm  extended,  as  if  in 
the  act  of  discharging  a  pistol,  he  fell  prostrate  over  the  now  senseless 
body  of  his  youthful  antagonist. 


HOW  TO  AVERT  REVOLUTION 

Tefi  whole  aspect  of  the  times  is  threatening.  We  see  the  former 
champions  of  Reform  now  its  steady  opponents,  and  supported  by  the 
determined  foes  of  popular  rights.  We  see  the  whole  of  the  immense 
masses  of  the  labouring  population  disgusted  and  enraged  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government ;  and  venting  their  angry  feelings  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner.  Even  the  middle  classes,  though  not  easily 
roused  to  take  an  active  part  in  political  movements,  are  in  motion. 
Some  are  denouncing  the  spirit  that  actuates  the  Government,  as  fiercely 
as  the  labouring  classes ;  while  the  more  timid  and  submissive,  who  have 
always  followed  the  Whig  leaders  with  undoubting  confidence,  are  be- 
coming uneasy  and  restive,  now  that  they  see  their  leaders  behind  them, 
instead  of  at  their  head  as  usual.  Like  cattle,  on  the  way  to  Smithfield, 
they  begin  to  have  a  presentiment  of  the  shambles ;  and  turning  round 
their  iieads^  utter  many  a  complaining  low,  and  cast  many  a  look  of 
rueful  questioning  behind  them,  to  see  if  it  can  be  their  old  herds  who, 
with  lifted  rung,  and  cries  of  ho  !  ho  I  are  driving  them  along  so  inau- 
spicious-looking a  road. 

The  state  of  the  country  grows  every  day  more  critical.  By  the  con- 
fession of  all  parties,  there  is  nothing  but  the  Wliig  administration 
between  us  and  revolution ;  an  administration  admitted  by  The  Ti$M8 
to  be  '^  constantly  on  the  brink  of  ruin."  We  are  not  among  those  whose 
wits  are  scared  at  the  word  Revolution.  We  do  not  regard  revolution 
as  the  greatest  evil  which  a  nation  can  suffer :  revolution  is  the  violent 
ciure  for  evils  greater  than  itself.  That  condition  of  a  people  which 
produces  revolution,  must  surely  be  more  to  be  deprecated,  than  the  con* 
vulsion  which  accompanies  the  throwing  off  of  insupportable  evils.  Still 
revolution,  although  the  relief  from  evils,  is  itself,  even  in  its  mildest 
form,  an  evil  of  fearful  magnitude.  It  is  not,  however,  in  any  case,  a 
necessary  evil.  In  every  instance  where  revolution  has  happened,  it 
might  have  been  avoided.  There  are  always  two  parties  to  revolution  : 
a  people  roused  by  a  sense  of  wrong  on  the  one  side ;  and  a  despot,  or 
an  oppressive  aristocracy,  on  the  other.    By  the  blind  and  perverse  ob- 
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Btinacy  of  the  arUtocracy  or  the  deipot^  alone,  can  the  people  erer  be 
driven  to  revolt.  Timely  yielding  of  even  less  than  justice  woald 
always  prevent  revolution.  It  therefore  becomes  the  aristocracy  of  this 
country,  to  consider  well  the  situation  in  which  the  country  is  placed, 
while  it  is  yet  time  to  avert,  we  will  not  say  the  horrors,  but  the  mise- 
ries of  revolution.  We  address  this  advice  to  the  aristocracy  alone ;  for 
it  is  they  only  who  can  avert  the  evil  which  threatens  the  nation.  It  is 
in  vain  to  caution  the  people  against  revolution.  They  seek  only  their 
rights,  and  will  not  be  denied.  The  Tories  know  this,  and  have,  ever 
since  the  introduction  of  the  Reform  Bill,  predicted  revolution.  The 
Whigs  cannot  dispute  that  the  people's  demands  are  just,  they  seem,  how. 
ever,  as  much  incHned  to  delay,  as  the  Tories  to  deny  justice — with  a  la- 
mentable blindness  to  the  probable  consequences.  But  it  is  not  because, 
in  this  contest,  the  people  are  in  the  right,  and  the  aristocracy  in  the 
wrong,  that  we  tell  the  aristocracy  that  it  is  they  who  must  yield ;  nor 
is  it  because  the  people  are  immeasurably  the  stronger  party.  It  is  be- 
cause the  sufferings  of  the  people  are  so  great  that  they  cannot  choose 
but  revolt,  unless  their  distress  be  aUeviated.  They  want  food  ;  and  as 
sure  as  men  will  not  starve  in  patience  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  so  surely 
will  the  people  free  themselves  of  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  the  aristocracy 
by  revolution,  if  that  yoke  be  not  speedily  relaxed.  We  do  not  mean  to 
indulge  in  vague  declamation  ;  but  shall  make  plain  our  meaning,  at  the 
risk  of  falling  into  the  opposite  error  of  explaining  what  scarcely  re- 
quires explanation.'  The  persons  whom  we  wish  to  convince  labour  hard 
to  deceive  themselves,  as  well  as  those  they  have  an  interest  in  deceiv. 
ing  ;  and  their  success  in  the  art  of  self-deception  is  not  small.  When 
men  are  educated  in  the  belief  of  certain  doctrines,  and  have  a  strong 
interest  in  their  belief,  it  is  well  known  how  easily,  how  almost  univer. 
sally,  they  imbibe  a  sort  of  spurious  faith  in  those  doctrines,  although 
perhaps  such  as  they  would  have  shrunk  from  with  abhorrence  under 
other  circumstances.  How  small  is  the  hope  of  converting  the  priest  of 
a  false  religion !  Can  anything  be  more  obvious  than  the  injustice,  the 
violence  to  natural  right,  the  absolute  atrocity  of  one  man  telling  an- 
other,  looking  him  in  the  face  all  the  while^  These  arms,  these  limbs, 
these  eyes,  that  body  is  not  yours  but  mine  ;  you  are  my  slave  ?  And 
yet  what  slaveholder  ever  sees  what  appears  to  all  others  so  obvious  ? 
Our  aristocracy  have  much  of  the  same  blindness.  Had  -we  nothing  to 
urge  but  the  injustice  of  their  resistance  to  the  popular  demands,  we 
should,  without  thinking  them  worse  than  other  men  would  be  in  their 
places,  absolutely  despair  of  making  any  impression  on  their  resolves. 
It  is  their  sense  of  danger  to  which  we  appeal;  not  their  sense  of 
justice. 

The  two  elements  of  danger  to  the  country,  at  present,  are  a  sense  of 
political  wrongs,  and  financial  distress.  Of  these,  the  latter  element  is 
the  more  to  be  dreaded.  Even  despotic  sway,  if  unaccompanied  by  fiscal 
oppression,  may  be  long  borne.  For  proof,  look  to  the  monarchies  of 
the  continent.  But  large  masses  of  men,  suffering  from  extreme  want, 
are  always  dangerous.  When  such  masses  of  men  have  an  acute  feeling 
of  political  wrongs,  along  with  their  distressed  circumstances,  the  danger 
is  greatly  aggravated ;  and  when  they  can  distinctly  trace  their  suffer- 
ings to  their  wrongs,  as  effect  and  cause,  great  is  the  irritation  against 
their  oppressors,  and  doubly  imminent  the  danger  of  violence  and  insur- 
rection. 

At  this  moment,  the  country  is,   beyond  doubt,  in  this  last  and  most 
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dangerous  predicament.  Much  distress  prevails;  and  that  distress  is 
universally  ascribed  to  political  wrongs ;  to  profligate  expenditure^  une- 
qual taxation,  and  oppressive  restrictions  on  trade.  Starving  men  have 
their  eyes  turned  on  the  Corn  Laws,  as  the  palpable  cause  of  their  misery. 
The  aristocracy,  Whigs  no  less  than  Tories,  have,  with  an  evident  con- 
sciousness of  the  indefensibility  of  the  system  to  which  they  cling,  endea- 
voured to  keep  the  people  in  darkness :  but  in  vain.  Notwithstanding 
the  heavy  taxes  on  political  knowledge,  and  the  pains  that  have  been 
taken  to  substitute  Penny  Magazines  for  Newspapers,  the  people  know 
well  to  what  parties  in  the  state  they  owe  the  condition  of  suffering  in 
which  they  find  themselves.  They  know  also  what  laws  work  ill  for 
them,  and  well  for  the  aristocracy.  The  intelligence  of  the  artisans  is 
too  little  known.  Ask  any  operative  in  any  of  the  large  towns,  what  are 
his  politics,  and  he  will  tell  you  he  is  a  radical  reformer.  Ask  him  who. 
ther  he  is  for  or  against  the  Ballot,  and  he  will  not  declare  against  it, 
like  almost  all  the  aristocracy,  or  hesitate  in  his  declaration  like  many 
of  the  middle  classes ;  but  tell  you,  at  once,  that  the  ballot  must  be  had. 
You  will  find  him  equally  ready  with  his  answers  as  to  short  Parliaments, 
the  Corn  Laws,  &c.,  and  you  will  find  that  he  does  not  repeat  by  rote  a 
string  of  doctrines  which  he  has  caught  from  some  mob  orator,  but  that 
he  can,  in  every  instance,  give  a  reason  for  the  political  faith  which  he 
holds.  In  one  respect,  the  efforts  to  keep  the  people  in  darkness  have, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  been  but  too  successful.  The  people  know  their  op- 
pressors, and  they  know  the  bad  laws  by  means  of  which  they  are  op- 
pressed ;  but,  by  the  want  of  cheap  political  publications  circulating 
among  them  periodicaUy,  they  are  left  to  guess  darkly  at  their  means  of 
emancipation.  They  are  kept  in  partial  ignorance  of  their  own  irresis- 
tible strength  when  acting  in  union,  in  a  peaceable  though  determined 
manner ;  and  witflbut  the  means  of  mutually  communicating  their  senti- 
ments to  each  other  throughout  the  whole  country)  so  as  to  act  together 
in  any  constitutional  mode  of  obtaining  justice.  Thus,  the  people  are 
kept  in  a  gloomy  state,  nourishing  a  strong  feeling  of  hatred  against  the 
aristocracy  and  the  laws  under  which  they  live,  instead  of  being  actively 
and  cheerfully  engaged  in  canvassing  the  impolicy  of  the  oppressive 
parts  of  our  laws,  and  combining  to  storm  the  Houses  of  Parliament  Mrith 
petitions  for  relief.  In  this  state  of  ignorance  of  their  moral  force,  the 
people  are  led  to  look  alone  to  their  brute  force,  as  the  means  of  ob- 
taining justice ;  and  to  be  actuated  by  malignant  and  revengeful  feelings, 
instead  of  a  quiet  determination  to  obtain  their  rights,  founded  on  per- 
fect intelligence  of  what  these  rights  are,  the  proper  means  of  obtaining 
them,  and  the  certainty  of  their  efforts  being  crowned  with  success. 

Before  the  Reformed  Parliament  met,  so  many  symptoms  had  appeared 
of  an  intention  to  go  on  upon  the  old  system — doing  only  what  was  easy  or 
agreeable  to  the  aristocracy,  rather  than  what  was  just, — and  relying  on 
welLtrained  ministerial  majorities,  rather  than  on  honest  and  independ- 
ent support, — that  confidence  in  either  the  Parliament  or  the  Ministry 
had  disappeared  :  but  hope  was  not  extinguished  ;  and  their  proceedings 
were  waited  for  with  anxious  expectation — with  mingled  hopes  and  fears. 
The  fears  have  been  confirmed,  and  the  hopes  disappointed.  It  has 
pUinly  appeared  that  not  to  the  Whig  Ministry  and  the  Reformed  Par- 
liament are  the  people  to  look  for  any  abatement  of  extravagant  expen- 
diture, any  adjustment  of  the  burden  of  taxation  upon  fair  principles,  or 
any  farther  constitutional  reforms  required  to  afford  protection  against 
the  Tory  party's  once  more  coming  into  power< 
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What  relief  from  a  taxation  greater  than  the  country  can  bear  have 
the  Ministry  and  the  Parliament  given  us?  ^at  adjustment  of  tax. 
ation  to  the  parties  who  should  bear  it  ?  Have  they  reduced  our  enor. 
mous  military  and  naval  establishments  ?  No.  The  army  is  maintained 
still  at  the  old  war  complement^  although  foreign  foe  there  is  none,  and 
scarcely  a  possibility  of  a  war  occurring  in  which  it  would  be  either  ne» 
eessary  or  expedient  to  use  the  army,— our  wooden  walls  being  our  beet 
and  cheapest  mode  both  of  defence  and  aggression.  So  that,  were  the 
Whigs  to  go  out,  (and  they  do  not  seem  to  be  sure  of  a  week's  tenure  of 
office,)  were  the  King  to  be  so  iU-advised  as  to  call  the  Tories  to  power, 
and  tJie  Tories  so  fooUhardy  as  to  take  office,  the  old  and  determined 
enemies  of  the  people  would  find  things  just  as  they  left  them ;  with  the 
addition  of  Ireland  chained  down  under  the  Coercion  Bill,  and  that 
glorious  precedent  for  coercing  any  part  of  England  or  Scotland  which 
is  likely  to  be  troublesome.  Short  as  the  rule  of  the  Whig  Ministry  and 
the  Reformed  Parliament  has  been,  it  has  been  long  enough  to  afford 
many  useful  precedents  to  the  Tories,  were  they  again  in  a  situation  to 
make  use  of  them.  Let  us  trace  these  precedents  for  one  moment : — 
Suppose,  then,  the  Whigs  out,  and  the  Tories  in.  A  dissolution  of  Par- 
liament takes  place  of  course ;  and  here  the  people  are  met  at  once  by 
the  two  rival  factions  united,^aBd  experience  the  full  effects  of  the  re- 
striction of  the  elective  franchise  to  £10,  of  Lord  Chandos's  clause,  giving 
the  franchise  to  £50  agricultural  tenants-at-will,  and  of  the  want  of 
that  grand  protection  of  dependent  shopkeepers  and  tenants — ^the  baL. 
lot.  The  influence  of  the  whole  aristocracy  of  each  neighbourhood 
would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  £10  voters,  to  the  effect,  probably, 
of  returning  a  great  many  Conservatives — Whig  and  Tory  being  alike 
sunk  under  that  appellation.  Well,  Parliament  is  met.  A  strong  King's 
speech  is  read,  full  of  resolutions  to  maintain  our  matchless  constitu- 
tion, the  rights  of  property,  &c.,  with  denunciations  of  incendiary  de- 
magogues, who  are  determined  to  drive  the  people  to  anarchy  and 
spoliation ;  and  concluding  with  an  expression  of  confidence,  that  powers 
will  be  given  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  prevent  the  assembling 
of  tumultuary  mobs,  for  seditious  purposes,  by  which  the  constitution 
may  be  endangered.  A  Tory  Speaker  is  elected  of  course ;  there  is 
Whig  precedent  for  that.  Birmingham  is  proclaimed,  and  attempted  to 
be  coerced ;  there  is  Whig  precedent  for  that  too.  Motions  are  made 
by  the  Reformers  for  the  abolition  of  pensions,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
army,  for  the  ballot,  for  short  Parliaments ;  all  which  are  negatived, 
with  appeals  to  the  acts  of  the  Whigs  when  in  power.  As  for  reforms 
of  the  Irish  Church  and  of  the  Scottish  Entail  Law,  to  take  effect  one 
generation  after  date,  there  would  be  Whig  authority  for  granting 
these  ;  but  nobody  would  ask  for  such  a  mockery  of  reform.  Repeal  of 
the  taxes  on  knowledge  would  be  sought,  but  sought  in  vain.  What  the 
Whigs  durst  not  give,  from  the  conviction  that  it  would  lead  directly  to 
revolution,  although  by  refusing  they  had  falsified  their  promises  of 
many  a  year,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  expect  from  the  Tories;  who  could 
tell  us,  moreover,  that  things  were  in  a  much  more  dangerous  state  than 
when  the  Whigs  refused  freedom  of  political  discussion  by  the  press. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  timid  or  ignorant  men,  blame  the  Radi- 
cals for  not  allowing  the  Whigs. more  time  to  accomplish  the  beneficial 
measures  which  it  is  supposed  they  have  in  view.  Such  silly  remarks 
are  not  worth  an  answer.  To  say  nothing  of  what  they  might  have  done 
in  the  last  Parliament,  the  Whigs,  since  the  present  Parliament  met,  have 
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had  time  to  do  all  the  mischievous  things  we  have  enumerated,  as  rare 
precedents  for  the  Tories,  should  accident  ever  restore  them  to  power. 

Bat  it  is  unnecessary  to  argue  the  question,  whether  the  Ministry  and 
the  Reformed  Parliament  have  or  have  not  given  cause  for  disappoint- 
ment. The  fact  is  certain  that  the  people  have  heen  bitterly  disap- 
pointed ;  and  that  both  the  Parliament  and  the  Ministry  have  achieved 
an  extent  of  unpopularity,  which,  considering  the  short  trial  they  have 
had,  is  almost  wonderful,  and  only  to  be  explained  by  the  keenness  with 
which  their  every  movement  has  been  scanned.  A  few  more  such  proceed- 
ings as  those  already  adopted,  and  all  hope  of  relief  from  Parliament  will 
be  at  an  end,  and  a  total  disregard  of  its  enactments  will  ensue.  Already, 
there  are  ominous  symptoms  of  contempt  for  the  law.  Dangerous  ideas 
are  becoming  familiar  to  men's  minds.  The  refusal  of  the  Irish  to  pay 
tithes,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  to  pay  the  Annuity,  (or  assess- 
ment for  the  stipends  of  the  clergy,  a  tax  oppressive  in  amount,  and 
unequally  laid  on,)  are  foUowed  up  by  the  open  declaration  of  the  citizens 
of  London,  that  they  will  pay  no  more  Assessed  Taxes ;  a  resolution  in 
which  they  wiU  be  followed  by  every  town  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  be- 
coming generally  understood  that  the  only  effectual  way  of  obtaining 
relief  from  an  oppressive  tax,  is  a  refusal  to  pay  it.  Then,  the  whole 
Irish  nation  is  filled  with  indignation  against  the  Ministry  and  the  Houses 
of  Parliament ;  and  ready  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  coercion,  and  along 
with  it  the  whole  Irish  Church, — perhaps  the  connexion  with  this  coun- 
try,-—on  the  first  opportunity  which  a  scene  of  confusion  in  England 
may  afford.  The  men  of  Birmingham  have  recommenced  their  tremen- 
dous system  of  agitation ;  denounced  the  Reformed  Parliament  as  not 
representing  the  national  feelings,  and  called  upon  the  King  to  dismiss 
the  Reforming  Ministry,  as  having  completely  forfeited  the  confidence  oL 
the  country.  Who  can  contemplate  all  this,  and  not  admit  that  we  are 
on  the  brink  of  revolution  ? 

Were  this  political  effervescence  accidental,  or  were  it  unaccompanied 
by  that  general  and  alarming  degree  of  distress  in  which  the  industrious 
classes  are  plunged,  there  might  be  hope  of  its  violence  subsiding.  But 
the  discontents  have  been  growing  with  a  steady  growth  to  their  present 
pitch  ;  and  there  seems  not  the  slightest  prospect  of  the  distress  of  the 
country  being  alleviated.  Is  there  no  hope,  then,  of  an  escape  from  re- 
volution P  There  are  two  ways  in  which  that  disastrous  event  may  be 
avoided,  one  of  which  we  trust  will  speedily  be  adopted.  We  are  aware 
that  many  of  our  countrymen  will  think  these  ways  of  escape  not  only 
beset  with  difficulties,  but  leading,  themselves,  to  great  evils.  We  deny 
the  evils ;  and  maintain  that  the  difficulties  will  vanish  before  a  coura- 
geous attempt,  resolutely  persevered  in.  But  granting  both  the  appre- 
hended evils  and  difficulties,  we  ask  any  sober-minded  man  to  glance  at 
the  terrible  evils  of  the  mildest  sort  of  revolution  in  this  country,  where 
a  stoppage  of  credit,  for  one  week,  would  set  at  large  millions  without 
better  resource  than  helping  themselves  to  food  wherever  it  could  be 
seized ;  and  when  the  consequences  of  revolution  have  been  pursued  for 
a  few  moments,  let  them  be  compared  with  the  evils  of  what  we  are  now 
to  recommend,  and  there  will  be  little  hesitation  in  giving  either  of  our 
schemes  a  preference  to  revolution. 

The  first  of  these  is  no  less  than  a  total  change  of  the  Ministeriid 
policy.  Ministers  have  tried  to  please  the  Tories  and  the  People.  They 
have  totally  deserted  principle,  and  constantly  aimed  at  what  they  con- 
sidered the  expedient,  the  practicable  in  present  circumstances ;  that  is. 
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what  it  practicable  with  the  consent  of  the  Tories^  and  of  the  House 
of  LorcU.  That  course  has  signally  failed.  The  people  have  been 
disgusted^  and  the  Tories  have  smiled  with  contempt.  Let  Minis, 
ters  retrace  their  steps.  Let  them  abandon  their  Whig  Toryism,  and 
act  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  Let  the  pensions 
be  cut  off,  let  the  army  be  reduced,  the  Ballot  and  short  Parliaments 
be  adopted,  taxation  be  lessened  and  fairly  adjusted.  In  short,  let  the 
reign  of  principle  commence,  and  all  the  old  paltry  manceuvres  be  dis- 
carded. The  difficulties  are  as  nothing,  if  they  be  resolutely  encoun. 
tered.  Several  of  the  Cabinet  will  not  concur  in  such  a  course.  Let 
them  make  way  for  better  men.  Have  we  not  Hume,  O'Connell,  Roe- 
buck, Parnell,  &c.,  &c.,  in  Parliament,  besides  many  able  and  every  way 
excellent  men  out  of  it,  to  choose  from  }  The  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  being  landholders  would  resist  the  abolition  of  the  Corn 
Laws  and  the  proper  adjustment  of  taxation.  We  think  they  would  not 
be  so  unwise ;  seeing  that  the  Corn  Laws  are  doomed,  and  just  prin- 
ciples already  ascendant :  but  if  they  should  be  such  fools  as  to  oppose 
their  feeble  strength  to  a  resolute  Ministry  and  People,  let  Parliament 
be  dissolved,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  obtain  a  majority  of  thorough 
Reformers  in  the  new  House  of  Commons,  by  which  every  popular  mea. 
sure  would  be  speedily  passed.  Probably  the  House  of  Lords  would  then 
oppose  the  democratic  measures  relating  to  the  constitution  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  If  so,  let  the  Commons  declare  by  a  vote  that  all 
measures  affecting  the  constitution  or  regulation  of  their  own  House 
should  not  require  the  assent  of  the  other  two  branches  of  the  Legisla. 
ture.  And  this  is  no  more  than  reason.  Should  the  Lords  reject  mea- 
sures of  retrenchment,  reduction,  and  equalization  of  taxes,  &c.,  let  the 
House  of  Commons  stop  the  supplies,  and  all  opposition  from  the  Lords 
would  speedily  be  at  an  end.  From  the  King,  no  opposition  need  be 
apprehended ;  nor  could  he  discharge  a  Ministry  strong  in  the  affections 
and  support  of  the  people. 

Our  second  plan  for  the  avoidance  of  revolution  is  addressed  to  the 
people  as  our  first  is  to  Ministers.  The  evil  complained  of  is,  that  the 
Ministry  and  the  House  of  Commons  do  not  represent  the  wishes  of  the 
nation.  As  to  the  Ministers,  all  that  the  people  can  do,  if  they  so  please, 
(a  course  we  by  no  means  recommend,  however,)  is  to  assemble  and 
petition  the  King  to  dismiss  them,  and  choose  men  more  adapted  to  the 
apirit  of  the  times.  Birmingham  has  already  set  an  example  of  this.  But 
as  touching  the  House  of  Commons,  the  people  are  entitled  to  do  more 
than  petition.  They  are  entitled  to  have  it  remodelled,  so  as. entirely  to 
represent  the  wishes  of  its  constituents.  If  precedents  were  wanted  for 
what  is  so  obviously  founded  in  right,  the  Sieform  Act  is  an  incontro- 
vertible one.  In  common  parlance,  indeed,  we  hear  of  owing  that  Act 
to  Lord  Grey,  of  its  being  a  hooUy  &c. :  but  what  man  of  sense  is  deceived 
by  such  fudge?  Mr.  Hume  or  any  member  of  the  Commons  might  have 
brought  in  that  bill ;  and  that  either  he  or  Lord  Grey  was  entitled  to 
propose  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  People's  House,  or  the  House 
itself  to  make  it,  could  proceed  only  from  its  being  understood  that  tlie 
constitution  of  the  House  was  not  unchangeable,  and  that  the  People  of 
Britain  and  Ireland  had  a  right  to  have  it  changed.  If  this  principle 
he  not  admitted,  the  Reform  Bill  (carried,  as  it  was,  by  force  through 
the  House  of  Lords)  was  an  open  violation  of  the  constitution ;  as  the 
Tories  declared  it  to  be.  The  meddling,  by  the  ari8toci*acy,  in  any  way, 
with  the  People's  branch  of  the  Legislature,  is  against  all  principle.     It 
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U  equally  clear  that  the  House  itself  has  no  more  title  to  alter  its  own 
'constitution  than  a  set  of  trustees  have  to  alter  the  nature  or  extent  of 
their  trust.  AVlio  have  the  rights  then,  to  remodel  the  House  of  the 
People's  Representatives^  and  make  it  worthy  of  its  name  ?  The  people 
themselves, — and  they  alone. 

If  then  the  people  are  satisfied  by  the  trial  which  they  have  had^  that 
the  present  House  of  Commons  does  not  represent  their  feelings,  and 
that  this  arises  from  no  accident,  but  from  an  inherent  defect  in  tbe  Re- 
form Act,  let  them  call  for  a  new  Reform  Bill.  This  is  much  better 
than  refusing  to  pay  taxes.  An  obnoxious  impost  may  be  got  rid  of  by  such  a 
refusal,  and  a  beneficial  measure  may  be  carried.  But  it  will  never  do  to 
proceed  in  this  manner.  Resistance  to  taxation,  whether  it  be  active  or 
passive,  is  in  reality  rebellion ;  and  are  we  to  have  a  rebellion  every  time 
an  ill-constructed  House  of  Representatives,  or  a  house  of  hereditary  le- 
gislators,  chooses  to  oppose  a  popular  measure  ?  What  sort  of  popular 
government  call  you  this  ?  The  thing  is  monstrous,  and  not  to  be  thought 
of.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  recommend  any  rash  proceeding.  A  frequent 
tinkering  at  the  constitution  of  our  representative  assembly,  would  be 
absurd  and  mischevious,  although  not  so  bad  as  the  frequent  occurrence 
of  a  refusal  to  pay  taxes.  We  recommend  to  the  people  to  consider  well 
the  nature  of  the  Reform  Act  and  its  eifects ;  but  the  instant  they 
are  fully  convinced  that  the  Reform  Act  is  not  calculated  to  ensure 
a  set  of  representatives  of  the  popular  will,  let  them  call  for  a  change. 
What  the  change  should  be,  is  a  simple  matter  to  divine :  the  extension 
of  the  suffrage,  short  Parliaments,  and  vote  by  ballot.  These  measures, 
in  conjunction,  would  ensure  a  constant  correspondence  of  feeling  between 
the  representative    and   his   constituents, — the  grand  object  required. 

With  a  House  of  Commons  constructed  on  this  principle,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  the  people  to  trouble  themselves  as  to  who  should  be 
Ministers.  With  such  a  House  to  control  their  proceedings,  no  Ministry 
could  do  much  wrong,  although  they  might  not  do  all  that  was  right. 
Indeed,  the  Ministers  would  become,  in  reality,  the  mere  servants  of  the 
Crown,  and  would  soon  cease  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the  name  or 
authority  of  The  Government. 

We  have  used  the  vague  expressions,  an  extension  of  the  suffrage,  and 
short  Parliaments ;  but  have  no  wish  to  avoid  stating  our  opinion  as  to 
the  questions  how  far  the  suffrage  should  be  extended,  and  by  how  much 
Parliaments  should  be  shortened,  although  this  paper  has  extended  to  a 
length  which  forbids  our  supporting  our  views  by  a  lengthened  discussion. 

A  horror  is  very  generally  entertained  of  universal  suffrage  and  an- 
nual Parliaments,  for  which  we  have  been  able  to  find  no  better  ground 
than  that  the  cry  for  them,  proceeded  from  men  on  whom  the  aristo- 
cracy, both  Wliigs  and  Tories,  found  it  necessary  to  pour  vials  of  wratk 
and  obloquy,  in  their  love  for  "  things  as  they  are,"  and  dread  of  efiS- 
cient  reform.  We  have  studied  our  countrymen  of  the  labouring  classes, 
especially  those  of  the  large  to^ns,  who  seem  to  be  the  class  most  dread- 
ed ;  and  we  see  no  cause  to  fear  their  deliberately,  and  in  open  assembly, 
doing  or  calling  for  any  thing  but  what  is  fair  and  honest.  And  with 
regard  to  their  knowledge  in  political. matters,  we  repeat  that  we  regard 
it  as  superior  to  that  of  the  generality  of  the  middle  classes.  For  our- 
selves, we  would  have  no  objection  to  extend  the  suffrage,  until  it  should 
be  stopped,  not  by  some  arbitrary  line,  but  by  some  tangible  principle* 
It  might  go  to  every  man  who  boils  a  pot,  that  is  every  householder ;  or 
every  man  who  is  liable  to  military  service,  or  to  taxation  of  any  sort ; 
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or  to  Universal  Suffrage  of  all  sane  men  of  complete  age.  But,  provided 
no  large  number  are  made  discontented  and  disaffected  by  exclusion^  we 
think  it  matters  little  where  the  suffrage  stops^  below  £S ;  and  as  a  strong 
prejudice  exists  against  universal  suffrage^  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to 
begin  at  £S,  and  go  each  year  £\  lower,  until  a  stop  should  be  made  at 
household  suffrage,  for  five  years  ;  by  the  expiration  of  which  time  the 
prejudice  would  have  vanished,  and  we  might  rest  on  the  sure  foundation 
of  universal  suffrage. 

Annual  Parliaments  are  not  looked  upon  with  the  same  terror  as  uni. 
versal  suffrage ;  and  are  chiefly  objected  to,  on  account  of  its  being  sup- 
posed that  they  would  occasion  the  same  turmoil  every  year  that  Sep- 
tennial  elections  do  at  so  much  larger  intervals.  This  is  not  a  natural 
supposition,  and,  in^fact,  has  been  raised  by  the  Tories  and  Whigs,  to 
keep  a  seat  in  the  House  worth  playing  for  ;  as  it  would  still  be, 
although  Parliaments  were  made  quinquennial,  quadriennial,  or  even 
triennial.  The  more  natural  supposition  is  the  true  one;  that,  were 
seats  only  to  be  held  for  one  year,  there  would  be  no  great  trouble  or 
expense,  not  much  of  either  bribery  or  intimidation,  employed  to  obtain 
a  possession  so  soon  to  terminate,  unless  so  honestly  used  as  to  secure 
re-election.  It  is  the  long  duration  of  Parliaments,  and  the  freedom 
from  control  for  the  whole  period,  which  cause  the  fracas  of  our  pre- 
sent elections.  80  valuable  is  the  frequent  opportunity  of  calling  to 
account,  pledging,  or  changing  a  representative  that  we  greatly  prefer 
annual  to  triennial  Parliaments.  We  are  not  sure  that  the  best  way  of 
all,  would  not  be  to  make  Parliaments  triennial  or  biennial;  with  a 
power  to  the  constituents  at  any  time  to  meet,  and,  by  a  certain  majo- 
rity, compel  their  offending  representative  to  resign. 

Surely  there  is  no  terror,  except  to  evil  doers,  in  such  measures.  And 
who  would  not  prefer  them,  if  the  alternative  is  Revolution  ?  The  fear, 
ful  concomitants  of  revolution,  we  shaU  not  endeavour  to  paint.  We 
are  confident  that  no  large  scheme  of  injustice,  no  spoliation,  no  de- 
struction of  property  need  be  apprehended  from  the  people,  while  seeking 
reform  of  the  most  radical  description,  or  after  having  obtained  it.  But 
we  have  no  confidence  in  the  good  conduct  of  the  starving  masses  that 
a  revolution  would  congregate  in  every  populous  neighbourhood.  Revo- 
lution is  by  every  means  to  be  avoided.  It  may  happen  of  a  sudden,  if 
no  means  to  prevent  it  be  adopted.  At  this  time  such  is  our  dangerous 
plight,  that  we  have  just  two  slender  barriers  between  revolution  and 
us — ^the  chance  of  the  Whig  Ministry  retaining  their  places,  and  the 
chance,  if  they  should  go  out,  that  the  Tories  would  be  tolerated  in 
office.  No :  there  is  another  chance  yet.  We  call  upon  Lord  Brougham 
to  step  forward,  in  the  event  of  the  Whigs  going  out,  and  see  that  the 
Britidi  Nation  take  no  detriment. 

^  Arise,  arise.  Lord  Hardyknute, 
And  redd  your  King  frae  harm.*' 

Gather  around  you — ^not  a  few  of  the  better  sort  of  Lord»— 4>ut  the  pa- 
triots of  the  land;  men  honest  in  principle,  quick  to  see,  ready  of  under- 
standing, and  firm  of  purpose.  Form  a  really  popular,  a  Radical  Admi- 
nistration, and  rely  on  the  People,  making  every  crooked  thing  strught 
before  you. 

With  one  other  proposition  of  importance  in  times  like  these,  we  shall 
conclude.  As  we  have  recommended  the  reduction  of  the  army,  let  there  be 
a  national  guard.  We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  a  regularly  or- 
ganized and  drilled  army  of  citizens,  under  that  denomination,  as  in  France. 
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It  is  not  with  us  as  with  our  neighbours  across  the  channel.  Most  of  us 
must  work  incessantly  to  escape  the  Workhouse  or  the  Gazette^  andliave 
no  time  for  the  parade  of  soldiering*.  Suffice  it  that  arms  are  put  into  the 
handsof  every  householder,  in  the  cunsidei'able  towns^  whose  rent  exceeds  a 
certain  sum^  (say  L.5^)  and  who  is  able  to  use  them.  Make  it  imperative 
on  these  men,  to  provide  themselves  with  arms,  and  permit  all  whose 
rents  are  below  L.5  to  purchase  arms  if  they  choose,  and  enrol  them- 
selves in  the  corps.  This  would  be  a  security  for  both  liberty  and  the 
protection  of  property,  in  the  worst  event. 
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This  poem  is  as  good  as  manuscript ;  not  because  it  has  never  been 
read,  but  for  the  simple  reason  that  only  a  select  portion  of  it  has  yet 
been  published.  That  appeared  in  the  Examiner.  Our  new  speci- 
mens, however  inadequate  they  may  be  to  give  an  idea  of  the  poetical 
merits  of  this  Drama,f  may  convey  a  tolerable  notion  of  its  purpose. 
The  poet,  Peter  Wilkins,  (we  presume  he  may  be  a  descendant  of 
our  old  imaginative  friend,  the  Cornish  man,)  celebrates  the  installa- 
tion of  the  statue  of  George  IV.,  among  the  other  statues  of  the  British 
Kings  in  the  Royal  Exchang'e  of  London.  On  this  occasion  the  spirits  of 
the  whole  line  of  monarchs,  for  one  night,  animate  their  effigiesi  A  chap* 
ter  of  Kings,  a  royal  convention  is  held.  The  time  is  midnight ;  the 
scene,  the  interior  of  the  Exchange  ;  the  persons,  the  departed  monarchs 
of  England.  The  Drama  opens  with  tlie  prologizing  of  a  stately  and 
solemn  Chorus.    The  stranger  King  is  observed. 

"  With  what  a  portly  majesty, 
And  regal  air  of  courtesy, 
Presence  fair  and  front  of  pride, 
Stands  he  by  his  father*s  side; 
Moveless,  for  the  spirit  warm 
Hath  not  yet  possessM  his  form. 
Yet,  me  seemeth,  that  full  cheek 
And  that  large  out-peering  eye. 
And  those  ringlets  softly  curl*d 

Over  the  voluptuous  brow, 
Like  his  locks  who  lost  the  world 
For  lust  of  woman,  do  bespeak 
A  passion-sated  history 
Of  lordly  lust  and  luxury. 
Ha  !  his  limbs  are  moving  now  ; 
The  imbreathed  sense  of  life 
With  the  marble  is  at  strife ; 
And  he  opens  his  pale  eyes, 
With  a  shudder  of  sui*prise 
And  alarm,  upon  the  faces 
Thronging  round  him.     The  embraces 
Of  his  Sire  he  perceives  not ; 
He  ponders,  he  believes  not 
Of  our  presence  or  his  own ; 
He  is  yet  but  very  stone. 
Lo  I  now  he  strives  to  speak  ; 
But  his  lips  are  idly  stirred 
With  a  quivering  soundless  motion, 
Like  the  ripple  of  the  ocean 
When  no  winds  arc*  heard* 
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Now  with  thought  hit  eye-balls  glieCti, 

He  easayeth  once  again 

To  overcome  the  pleasant  pain, 

And  a  few  murmurs  fall  s 

Hark !  hush !  keep  silence  all 

And  listen.** 

The  conversation  between  the  father  and  son^  is  somewhat  familiar  in 
tone;  and  mighty  if  quoted,  seem  irreverend  to  the  ears  of  loyal  subjects. 
Nor  is  it,  we  think,  quite  in  harmony  with  the  chaste,  elevated,  and 
classic  style  of  the  Drama.  It  is,  in  short,  Peter  Pindaric,  and  only  so 
far  classical.    The  junior,   abruptly  questioned  by  the  senior  statue, 

replies. 

Your  Majesty  foiigets ; 
Pitt  died  before  your  Majesty  some  years. 

Stat.  Gsoroe  III. 
Oh  1  ay,  ay ;  true,  true ;  w^l,  well,  well,  well ; 
Who  is  the  saviour  of  the  country  now  P 

His  Majesty  is  informed  tliat  the  blessed  man  on  whom  the  salvation 
of  Britain  now  depends,  is  the  Great  Duke  who  won  the  famous  battle 
of  Waterloo ;  but  he  is  less  gratified  by  hearing  this,  than  astonished 
at  the  policy  of  a  combination  against  his  old  ally,  the  Turk,  and  indig- 
nant at  the  emancipation  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  for  which  he  scruples  not 

to  say  his  perjured,  degenerate  son,  is .     The  First  and  Third  of 

the  Edwards  converse  apart  upon  this  strange  greeting  and  colloquy  of 
the  father  and  son,  and  pass  some  shrewd  remarks  upon  the  latter. 
The  Third  Edward  says, 

«  By  my  troth, 

I  like  him  not,  your  Majesty,  not  I. 

He  hath  too  lax  a  lip;  n  body  pufiTd 

And  swollen  with  long  ease ;  eyes  soft  and  dreamy, 

Like  some  but  haU^-a\raken*d  wassailer. 

Would  God  your  Majesty  could  have  sight  of  him. 

The  flower  and  hope  of  England's  chivalry, 

Who  came,  uncrowned  of  his  inheritance^ 

Into  this  world  of  spirits,  before  his  Sire, 

Edward,  Black  Prince.    Oh !  for  one  hour  to  twine 

These  aged  arms  about  his  lusty  body, 

And  show  him  to  this  company  of  Kings, 

With  lance  and  helm,  and  cuish  and  corslet  on, 

Such  as  he  rode  to  battle  on  the  mom 

Of  Cressy :  what  time  on  a  hill  in  flank 

I  stood  aloof  with  my  reserved  power, 

And  watchM  him  and  his  banner  as  he  charged, 

A  terrible  shape  of  death  on  his  dark  steed. 

Into  the  throng  of  the  embattled  French, 

Crushing  their  bright  helms  with  his  curtle-aze. 

Yet  praise  be  to  high  God,  he  comes  not  hither, 

Seeking  from  yon  black  hall  these  gloomy  pastimes, 

To  shroud  his  godlike  spirit  in  a  form, 

Like  that  of  yonder  leering  Sybarite 

In  pride  of  ermtn*d  robe  and  crisped  hair, 

As  one^  whose  glory  it  was  to  sit  at  meat. 

And  quaff  deep  cups  of  sparkling  Tuscan  wine, 

Or  loll  in  lady^s  lap  luxurious  hours — 

No  warrior  by  my  halidom  !** 

The  elder  Edward  now  addresses  the  last  arrived  ghostly  sovereign  :— * 

« I  am  the  First 
Edward ;  thou  the  last  of  England's  crown*d : 
Let  us  be  better  known.     What  can'st  thou  boast 
Of  loftyjact  or  virtuous,  achieved 
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In  youth  or  prime  of  miiBhood,  which  should  call 
Sooth  praiie  from  living  lipfl^  and  win  to  tore  thee^ 
The  spirit  of  an  old  dead  English  King? 
Thy  ^ther  had  long  wars,  and  won  some  battles 
Against  our  ancient  enemy,  the  French ; 
Thou,  being  a  Prince  lusty  and  well  in  yean, 
Did^st  lead  his  armies,  did*8t  thou,  in  those  wars  ?** 

Thus  unceremoniously  treated,  the  Fourtli  George  answers  with  proper 

spirit,  that  he  had  borne  a  commission  when  a  boy,  and  even  risen  to 

the  enviable  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Guards.      He  even  condescends  to 

explain  to  the  old  warrior  Kings,  how  impolitic  it  is  now  deemed  fur 

reigning  Princes  and  heirs  apparent  to  peril  their  lives  in  the  wars. 

The  fiery  spirit  of  the  Fifth  Harry  cannot  brook  this. 

<<  Aha  I  dost  hear  the  dasUrd  ?    By  St.  George, 

I  am  o'  fire  with  shame  to  hear  a  man. 

An  English  man,  an  English  King,  speak  thus. 

I  know  not  why  a  man  should  wear  a  crown 

Upon  his  brow,  an  if  he  were  not  born 

The  wisest,  bravest,  best  of  all  that  people 

Whom  he  calls  subject :     Why  do  they  call  him  King, 

If  he  be  not  the  fittest  leader  for  them. 

In  war  as  well  as  peace.    Chiefest  in  war, 

Is  the  King's  glory  affirmed,  his  birthright  shewn, 

His  cro?m  i^prov'd,  his  sceptre  justified  : 

And  firom  the  King's  eye  in  the  front  of  battle 

The  soldier  drinketh  fire^  his  bosom  draws 

Fresh  breathing  from  that  voice  as  from  a  tiiimpet ; 

And  while  that  banner  and  those  plumes  can  ride 

In  presence  of  the  war,  he  will  not  slack 

For  heart  or  tinew,  until  death's  last  gush 

Have  choked  the  cry  of  Victory  in  his  throat. 

Twas  so,  that,  overmatched  by  hopeless  odds, 

Within  the  bosom  of  inflamed  France, 

King-loring  Victory,  like  a  bird  from  Heaven, 

With  hovering  wings,  came  wonderfully  down, 

And  thrice  alighted  on  our  English  helms 

At  Cressy,  Poictiers,  Agincourt     No  marvel 

If  now,  of  all  that  wide  well-won  domain. 

Where  afterward  the  Talbot  could  not  hold 

His  own  before  the  buflfets  of  a  girl, — 

No  marvel  if  in  these  unkingly  days 

Not  one  poor  inch  be  left  for  Engieind's  flag 

To  float  upon  in  symbol  of  old  sovereignty.'* 

Edward  gravely  rebukes  King  Henry,  and  charitably  supposes  that 

their  younger  brother  George,  a  wise  and  prudent  Prince,  had  been  better 

employed  than  in  fighting, — in  framing  good  laws,  viz.,  and  administering 

them  with  mildness,  truth,  and  justice,  equally  among  all  the  people.   The 

King  of  the  olden  time  presumes  that  his  modern  successor, — 

^  Did  nt  in  daily  council  with  the  wisdom, 
Nobility,  and  rirtue  of  the  realm. 
Devising  means  to  better  all  estates.*' 

This  is  either  gross  ignorance  or  bitter  satire  in  the  royal  ghost ;  and 
George  is  led  to  explain  that  the  ancient  occupation  of  the  English 
Kings  is  for  ever  gone ;  that  the  Parliament  now  manages  all  these  things 
in  its  own  way ;  and,  to  say  truth,  sets  little  store  by  Majesty.  George 
the  III.  is  again  indignant  at  this ;  and  justly  boasts  that  he  never 
yielded  to  Parliament  or  People.  Again  he  is  ashamed  to  meet  his 
degenerate  son  in  the  presence  of  the  ancient  Kings.  The  latter,  how. 
ever,  gives  a  very  feasible,  if  not  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  change 
of  policy  since  their  day. 
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^  The  throne  of  England,  in  these  latter  days, 

Is  not  what  it  hath  been.     Far-dreaded  still 

Among  the  nations  of  the  earth  it  stands, 

The  same  high  pinnacle  of  power  and  glory, 

The  upturned  eyes  of  men  beheld  in  the  olden  days : 

Abroad,  the  King*8  name  is  a  tower  of  strength ; 

But^'tis  the  nation*s  kingdom,  not  the  King's : 

At  home,  the  very  children  have  foond  out 

Theie  is  a  real  man  within  the  box, 

Who  moves  the  puppet* s  limbs,  and  makes  him  speak. 

The  Nobles  and  the  Commons  of  the  realm. 

Dividing  power,  fight  each  for  the  other*8  share, 

And,  mth  perpetual  strife,  embroil  the  land ; 

Meantime  the  Monarch,  once  dread  Lord  of  all, 

Like  the  pale  maiden  in  the  tale,  stands  by, 

Arbiter  both  and  guerdon  of  the  fight, 

Doom'd  to  adorn  the  pomp  of  whoso  wins. 

Soothly,  if  I  must  speak,  the  last  poor  act 

Of  royal  will  was  my  unhappy  father's 

Denying  to  a  portion  of  the  Irish 

Something,  I  scarce  know  what,  touching  their  freedom  ; 

Under  my  sway  they  threatened  swift  rebellion : 

To  me  the  question  seemed  of  slight  import, 

Yet  in  respect  of  my  dead  father's  wish. 

And  their  impatience  of  \he  royal  purpose, 

I  would  have  freely  poured  my  idle  troops 

Into  the  heart  of  that  unquiet  land, 

And  chok'd  the  rebels'  cry  with  their  own  blood, 

But,  for  the  temper  of  men's  minds  at  home^ 

Plainly,  I  dared  not.     Majesties,  I  have  said, 

I  dared  not.     So  much  for  the  fear  men  bore  me. 

But  of  their  love,  assuredly,  I  may  say 

I  was  possessed  of  my  people's  love; 

The  more,  perhaps,  for  that  they  fear'd  me  less, 

And  I  may  boast  of  some  pains  to  deserve  it. 

A  prouder  pomp,  or  of  a  mightier  cost, 

Not  one  of  the  great  monarchs  whom  I  aee 

Sped  to  the  steps  of  his  ancestral  throne ; 

And,  so  much  as  I  might,  I  lived  right  kingly  ; 

Was  heard  of  much,  but  rarely  seen  abroad. 

Saving  upon  some  stately  grand  occasion  : 

Then  might  I  witness  of  my  people's  loye  :— 

Men  took  their  hats  oflf  as  I  passed  along. 

And  no  one  shot  at  me,  although  my  guard. 

The  only  escort  I  took,  were  ever  few. 

I  built  me  palaces  which  they  admired, 

And  paid  for ; — it  is  certain  that  they  loved  me. 

Heivin,  your  Majesties  will  pai^on  me, 

I  may  declare,  with  no  unseemly  boast, 

I  left  the  crown  as  honour'd  as  1  found  it. 

Stat.  Edward  I. 
The  manner  of  thy  speech  doth  seem  to  me 
Most  strange  and  most  unmeaning :  what  is  that 
Thou  pratcst  of  these  Parliaments  ?     What  is 
A  House  of  Commons  ? 

Stat.  George  IV. 

*Tis  a  Council,  Sire, 
Elected  from  the  body  of  the  realm 
Whose  business  is  to  advise  the  King,  how  much 
!,  The  expense  of  his  own  government  may  be ; 
How  much  the  royal  bounty  shall  bestow 
Upon  il8  friends  and  favouiitts  ;  how  much 
May  satisfy  its  own  mobt  princely  cravings; 
So  much  as  these  express,  so  much,  no  more, 
The  grumbling  people  from  tlieir  labour  yield 
To  each  fulfilment  of  the  Rt»val  utcs. 
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8tat.  Edward  I. 
Such  council,  then,  must  sway  both  King  and  people. 

Stat.  Geor&e  IV. 
It  would  be  so  ;  but  that  another  Council 
More  noble,  if  less  mighty,  of  the  Lords, 
Claims  half  the  helm,  and  these  two  wills  combined 
Rule,  as  your  Majesty  says^  both  King  and  people 

Stat.  Edwabd  I. 
How  can  two  several  wills  rule  in  one  State  ? 

Stat.  George  IV. 
The  word  that  solves  that  riddle,  Sire,  is  Gold !" 
After  recounting  the  marvellous  powers  of  gold  in  Parliament,  he  con- 
tinues prophetically : — 

'*  Should  ever  it  arrive  that  the  searched  veins 
Will  yield  no  more  supply,  or  some  chance  blast 
Should  dislocate  that  enginery,  by  which. 
Wheel  within  wheel,  machine  upon  machine. 
These  spoilers  of  the  earth  diag  out  their  plunder ; 
Then,  like  two  famish'd  wolves,  that  long  have  held 
In  friendly  course  upon  the  track  o*  the  deer,    . 
At  lengthy  with  baffled  noses  letting  slip 
The  common  game,  suddenly  their  wild  eyes 
Glare  on  each  other  with  desira  of  food ; 
Even  so  these  collar-coupled  hounds  of  state 
Which  call  themselves  United  Parliament, 
Shall  turn  their  hunger  on  each  other^s  flesh, 
And  struggle  with  a  mortal  hate,  Hill  one 
Have  fixed  his  death-fangs  in  the  other*8  throat. 

Stat.  Edward  I. 
Then  will  the  HUng  o'ercome  the  conqueror  P 

Stat.  George  IV. 
Not  if  It  be  the  lower  estate,  great  Sire ; 
That  dog  will  then  thereafter  hunt  alone : 
Not  for  himself,  as  heretofore ;  but  lay 
His  prey  down  at  his  master*8  feet,  and  tear, 
r  With  delicate  chap,  and  lowe  complying  growl 

So  much  as  shall  be  cast  to  him  for  food* 

Stat.  Edward  I. 
That  master  being  the  King  ? 

Stat.  George  IV. 

No,  Sire,  the  people. 

Stat.  James  II. 
Do  ye  admire,  great  Princes  ?  are  ye  filPd 
With  anger  and  amazement  ?  oh  !  forbear; 
These  be  the  German  dogmas,  noble  Kings, 
Rare  flowers,  sweet  fruits  from  Hanover  and  Bmnswicl^ 
Growth  of  those  goodly  trees,  Luther  and  Calvin. 
Believe  not  any  true  drop  of  the  blood 
Of  Stuart,  Tudor,  or  Plantagenet, 
Had  ever  swell*d  the  pulses  of  a  tongue 
So  dead  to  shame>  so  foully  recreant."" 

We  cannot  follow  the  eloquent  assertion  of  the  indefeasible  and  divine 
right  by  James,  nor  yet  his  denunciation  of  his  usurping  High-Dutch 
son-in-law  ;  who  retaliates,  upbraiding  James  with  his  Scottish  descent 
and  cunning ;  and  finishing  by  prognosticating  the  downfall  of  the  tri« 
partite  Government  by  King^  Lords,  and  Commons ;  which,  with  its 
checks^  appears  to  the  Dutchman  a  chimera  that  must  soon  dissolve.  This 
statue  gives  a  true  account  of  that  system  of  policy  pursued  from  his 
own  time^  and  just  about  breaking  down  when  the  last  arrived  took  his 
departure  for  the  ghostly  or  statuary  conclave. 
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<«  ThoM  Ul-aMortiag  dnnentB,  whose  itrife, 
Ob  my  aoeeanon,  kept  the  mlm  BJar, 
By  what  new  bonisffe  of  vnlieaid  oement 
To  hold  and  bind  in  ttcadfitttneai  denr'd 
8eem*d  litter  pnole  fin*  the  Tbeban  tphinx 
Than  any  unmiraciilons  mortal  braiik 
To  fix  the  popnlar  mind  on  fraeign  wart 
And  80»  by  cairying  all  hate  abroad, 
To  bring  dear  p«ace  and  ciTil  concord  hom^ 
At  any  price  mem'd  hopeful.    To  provide 
Opinion,  erer  bold  and  dangenmB.atfaleCe, 
Some  dfenmearib'd  arena,  to  disport 
And  bisathe  hii  limbe  in  harmlwB  energy, 
Waa  well  derisM  by  nuning  petty  fendis 
And  flitting  the  great  bulk  of  the  national  mind 
Into  two  tegmenta,  held  in  equal  poize 
By  the  royal  finger,  and,  with  golden  bait 
Of  power,  alternately  allurM  and  led. 
With  a  fecUtious  zeal,  to  entertain 
Small  differences  of  unessential  scope. 
But,  chief  embarrassment,  to  bring  about 
Some  reconcilement  of  the  hostile  claim 
Of  those  new-comers  to  the  sorereignty. 
The  Parliaments,  with  the;  King*B  prerogatiT^ 
Might  only  be  by  drawing  larger  store 
And  making  fair  partition  of  that  spoil 
The  ruling  sort  take  erer  from  the  rul*d, 
-    Thenceforth  to  three^  which  erstwhile  was  to  one : 
And  no  wrong  here,  nor  tyrannous  device  ; 
For  the  more  complex  rule  a  people  loves, 
The  more  supply  it  must  not  grudge  to  yield 
For  saturation  of  the  ruling  wilL** 

The  speech  of  William  is  followed  by  a^kind[of  soliloquy' froin]|the  First 
Charles^  which  is  highly  characteristic  and  beautiful.  He  refers  to  his 
owtt  execution. 

^  I  can  remember  me  that  hideous  morn 

When  by  the  headsman  on  the  plank  I  stood 

With  many  dismal  noises  in  mine  ears, 

And  look*d  down  on  a  million  murderous  eyes 

That  bumM  to  see  my  blood ;  the  voice  of  one 

Who  lovM  me  spoke  in  comfort ;  *  Sir,  the  last  stage, 

Stormy  and  troublesome  be  it,  is  very  short. 

And  carrieth  a  long  way ; — from  earth  to  heaven ; 

Where  you  will  find,  with  joy,  the  prize  you  seek — 

A  crown  of  glory  T    Bowing  on  my  knees, 

I  said,  <  I  go  from  a  corruptible  crown 

To  an  incorruptible,  where  no  pain  is. 

And  no  disturliance.*    As  1  spoke,  mine  eyes 

Fiird  full  with  visions  of  all  glorious  things ; 

Methought  I  was  in  bliss  with  God,  his  saints 

All  round  about  the  throne  of  glory,  singing 

Hosannahs,  under  blaze  of  crystal  lamps 

Ineffiible ;  when  suddenly  the  axe 

Came  down  with  girding  edge  upon  my  spine, 

Making  all  black  and  gloomy ;  and  my  spirit, 

Driven  forth  from  muMle,  fibre,  nerve^  and  brain, 

A  fearful  and  a  disappointing  change 

Knew  presently.     I  sat  within  the  hall 

Of  iron  thrones,  and  still  the  loud  uproar, 

Whose  rising  din  smote  on  my  dying  ear, 

Far  echoed  through  that  black  and  hollow  dome, 

Distinct,  articulate ;  if  any  wept 

Or  pitied  me,  those  voices  came  not  down, 

But  scoff,  and  taunt,  and  jest,  and  sneer  profane. 
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Ail  rigns  of  hatred  wad  of  bittemeflSy 

Won  only  access,  and  thrpugli  onward  flow 

Of  time  relax  not  on  my  troubled  ear. 

If  the  hope  which  cheers  this  gloom  be  not  in  Tain* 

Sach  penance  shall  but  bide  ^1  judgment  day ; 

Then  good  shall  part  from  evil,  and  God  gather 

His  own  unto  his  bosom,  whire  no  mora 

The  wicked  tongue  shall  smite^  and  righteous  souls 

Win  of  their  weary  pains  eternal  rest*' 

The  Chorus  thus  addresses  Charles  II. : — 

Chorus. 

«  Thou  that  down  beneath  us,  thou 
That  standing  mute  with  mournful  brow, 
r  the  centre  of  this  kingly  throng. 
Joining  not  our  choral  song^ 
Changed  spirit  of  him  who  lent 
The  mortal  hours  to  merriment, 
Drowning  life's  unnoted  measure, 
In  a  very  whirl  of  pleasurN«> 
What  overcoming  glooms  of  sadness 
Dispossess  thine  eyes  of  gladness  ? 
Where  is  gone  thy  merry  madness  ? 
Utterance  give  these  marble  dreams ; 

Welcome  with  thy  lips  of  stone. 
Speak  to  one,  whose  spirit  seems 

The  sister  of  thine  own< 

Stat.  Chables  II. 
Among  the  many  voices  of  despair, 
That,  ever  through  the  pores  of  earth  distilling, 
Reach  the  dark  hall  of  spirits  enthroned  and  crown'd, 
Came  one  most  piteous  and  complaining  tone^ 
As  of  a  woman  weeping ;  and  it  said, 
Alas  1  the  love  of  princes ;  who  doth  know 
How  deadly  sweet,  how  fair,  yet  terrible 
It  13  to  the  beloved  ?  Light  it  seems 
From  heaven ;  but  vo  unto  tlie  tender  flower 
Wheieon  doth  fiOl  that  withering  of  hell's  blight  I 
On  me,  in  my  youth's  innocence^  there  fell 
Such  radiance,  I  might  dream  it  was  the  blaze 
Of  seraph  visitation :  and  if  ever 
Pure  thought,  and  trust  in  passion's  tender  tie, 
And  generous  heart  of  youthiiQ  warm  affection, 
Link'd  unto  beauty  more  than  mortal  fair. 
Made  dream  of  heaven  in  woman's  breast,  'twas  mint. 
But,  oh  !  the  dreary  setting  of  that  sun, 
The  dismal  night  which  follow'd  such  a  day! 
Not  one  through  gradual  twilight  sinking  slow 
Into  the  placid  b(»m  of  noon  or  star, 
Or  passing  into  utter  gloom  obscure ; 
But  suddenly,  in  place  of  the  sweet  shine 
Around  me,  was  sufius'd  a  lurid  gleam 
Of  hate  and  scorn  flashing  from  demon  eyes. 
Ah  me  !  unhappy  woman,  what  I  am 
And  have  been  I     For  youth,  virtue,  hope  and  famc^ 
Surrendered  unto  him,  from  him  I  take 
Unhonour'd  age,  need,  exile,  shame,  despair. 
And  no  hope  of  these  miseries,  but  death, 
Unsolac'd  death,  unmark'd,  unmoum'd  of  friends !' 
Such  were  the  sounds,  that  still  from  time  to  time 
Mingled  with  bitter  sobs  and  burning  tears. 
And  sometimes  with  sad  music,  through  the  gloom 
Of  that  wide  mansion,  smote  upon  my  spirit ; 
I  could  not  lose,  it  in  the  general  hotvl 
Of  miserable  voices  from  above: 
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Still  through  the  shriekB  of  men  dying  in  battle^ 
The  moans  of  captives,  and  the  famished  cries 
Of  children  fatherless,  it  clung  to  me ; 
\  know  not  if  by  any  heard,  save  me. 

Stat.  Edward  IV. 
I  also  heard  those  sounds. 

Stat.  Elizabeth. 
And  I. 

Stat.  Hekry  VIII. 

And  I. 

But  afterwai'd  there  came  another  voice, 

Which  sank  into  my  spirit  with  more  pain  ; 

A  low  and  bitter  lament,  through  many  years 

Of  undeserved  suffering  endured 

By  an  espoused  princess ;  it  came  down 

Mingled  with  execrations  loud  and  deep 

Uttered  by  myriad  voices,  crying  out 

Oil  George,  who^  for  the  pampering  of  his  hearths  base  lust, 

Cast  foul  dishonour  on  his  lawful  bride ; 

On  him  the  selfish,  reckless,  pitiless  man, 

The  tyrant  and  destroyer  of  his  Queen. 

Those  words  have  wakened  in  my  brooding  heart 

Ages  of  keen  unsufferable  thought,— 

Art  thou  that  man,  and  dost  thou  share  these  torments  ? 

Stat.  Geoboe  IV. 

Ye  speak  to  me  in  sorrow,  as  I  see 

By  your  sad  eyes  and  writhing  visages  ; 

Therefore  will  I  not  answer  bitterly. 

Nor  taunt  you  with  those  high  examples  ye  left 

To  the  inheritors  of  your  kingly  titles. 

But  I  am  weary  of  these  communings.** 

His  late  Majesty  retires  sullenly  to  his  iron  seat,  resolved  to  hold  no 
more  of  this  unpleasant  parley,  and  aftQ^  another  beautiful  address  of 
the  Chorus,  the  statue  of  Pitt  rises  in  the  unoccupied  niche^  and  is  com- 
pelled hy  a  mysterious  but  irresistible  powei*  to  address,  in  prophet- tones, 
the  royal  stony  assembly. — 

<<  Hear,  oh,  ye  kings !  thus  saith  the  King  of  kings, 

Hear,  ob,  ye  kings  I  consider  and  be  wise, 

And  humble  your  proud  hearts  onto  the  dust. 

Ye  did  exalt  yourselves  on  earth  too  much ; 

Now,  therefore,  be  ye  prostrate  in  humility. 

Th*  unnatural  exaltation  ye  did  own. 

Being  in  life,  and  to  your  sons  bequeath, 

Earth*s  new  condition  will  no  longer  yield. 

Paitly  by  your  misdeeds,  partly  by  change 

Of  human  opinion,  ye  have  lost  all  hold 

Upon  men*s  minds  :  the  old  reverence  and  awe. 

Which  waited  on  your  name  and  state>  are  gone. 

Hear,  oh,  ye  English  kings  !  consider,  be  wise  ; 

Abate  your  wrath  against  the  land  of  France. 

Out  of  her  bosom  hath  sprung  up  a  tree 

Shall  spread  its  branches  to  the  ends  of  earth. 

Under  whose  shade  all  nations  of  the  world 

Shall  surely  be  gathered  together  in  good  time. 

The  hidden  roots,  even  noM',  strike  wide  and  deep  : 

Italy  feels  the  piercing  of  those  fibres ; 

And,  in  the  tremors  of  her  first  emotion. 

The  Christian  Pagodas  throne  shakes  underneath  him. 

Priest-ridden  Spain  .grows  ripe  for  blood,  more  blood. 

In  Portugal  the  fratricidal  knife 

Bodes  either  victor  short-lived  tyranny. 
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Rassia,  best  despot,  with  h\fi  myriad  eerft) 

Still  sowing  the  feudal  soil  with  groans  and  tears, 

Spite  of  his  sword,  and  his  rebellions  cmshM, 

Reposes  upon  earthquakes.     Germany, 

With  spasm  of  held-in  breath,  heaves  to  and  fro 

The  bosom^ — burden  of  her  thrice  ten  thrones. 

Hear,  oh,  ye  kings  I  consider  and  be  wise. 

Britain,  the  mighty  reakn  ye  whilom  ruled, 

Is  bedded  on  a  fiery  lava-flood 

That  threatens  to  overburst  the  incumbent  earth. 

Mingling  her  high  and  low  in  one  destruction. 

Behold  the  chamels  of  her  kings  are  full ; 

The  worms  that  have  devoured  them,  cry  **  Enough  I" 

Yea,  where  I  stand,  the  very  stones  deny 

More  space  to  honour  her  illustrious  de»d, 

^ying)  '^  Rut  oi^^  more  King,  and  we  are  fill*d*** 

Hear,  oh,  ye  kings !  consider  and  be  wise. 

And  humble  your  proud  hearts  unto  the  dust. 

Ye  did  exalt  yourselves  on  earth  too  much ; 

Now,  therefore,  be  ye  prostrate  in  humility; 

So  ye  may  better  meet  the  coming  mom, 

And  your  Great  Judge,  with  q>irit8  abased  and  lowly.** 

The  pageant  dissolves  with  some  rather  undignified  attempts  at  ex- 
postulation aimed  by  George  III.  at  Mr.  Pitt,  not  without  reason,  it 
must  be  allowed,  on  the  part  of  the  poor  deluded  ghost.  Pitt  shakes  his 
head  mournfully,  and  hides  his  face  in  his  toga. 

Thus  we  close  our  extracts  from  this  singular  and  powerful  drama. 
To  those  who  construe  it  aright,  it  requires  no  commentary.  To  such  as 
cannot  understand  its  purpose  of  uttering  truths  too  mighty  and  solemn 
to  be  subjected  to  the  laws  and  language  of  satire,  it  is  needless  to  say 
anything  more  about  it. 

That  the  article  might  not  extend  to  undue  length,  we  have  been  under 

the  necessity  of  generally  omitting  the  Chorus ;  though  on  the  Chorus 

the  main   claims  of  the  composition  rests  as  a  poem.    The  dramatic 

part  shews^  as  the  reader  need  not  be  told,  force,  truth,  and  point ;  but 

it  is  in  the  Chorus  that  the  author  has  given  rein  to  his  imagination  and 

taken  a  Dante-like  plunge  into, 

<<  The  deep  and  lordly  dome, 
Million  fathom  under  ground, 
Where  the  old  world*s  imperial  ones. 
Keep  their  adamantine  thrones.** 

The  opening  Chorus  of  Statues  is  peculiarly  animated.  From  that 
which  ushers  in  George  IV.'s  history  of  his  own  reign,  we  extract  a  short 
passage.     The  first  six  lines  are  necessary  to  explain  it : — 

'<  Yea,  even  herein,  change,  which  mtut  be, 

A  wary  Prince  will  well  foresee, 

And  say  unto  his  lieges,  <  Go 

To^  now ;  uke  this  and  this!*     Yet  so 

As  that  that  bounty  shall  appear 

To  come  of  grace,  and  not  through  fear. 

Look  how  a  horseman  doth  bestride 

The  fiery  nature  underneath  him. 
Now  swayeth  him  from  side  to  side. 
Making  his  strong  neck  bend  with  pride. 

Now  in  swift  coarse  does  hotly  breathe  him ; 
So  lending  the  abandoned  rein. 
He  seems  to  urge  more  than  impede 
The  fury  of  that  whirlwind  sp^ 
He  would,  if  he  but  dare,  restrain  : 

See  how  the  creature  bounds  beneath  him ! 
TOL,  ui. NO.  XV.  S  E 
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How  pnraidly  doth  he  champ^the  hit, 
How  joyi  to  foel  hit  huithen  lit 

Secure  on  that  exalted  throne  I. 
With  what  a  lively  trembling  over  alH 
Hit  lofty  Umbfl  and  frame  majesticaly 

He  feeU  the  flattering  palm 

That  makes  him  caXm,  j 

And  droppeth  hie  high-pricked  ear 

Unto  the  angry  tone» 
And  all  in  him  seeme  love  which  ia  not  ftarT 

So  doth  the  nobler  nature 

Guide  the  inferior  creature ; 
So  God  the  hearts  of  kings  doth  sway,  j 

So  monarchs  should  rule  men« 
Kewly  parted  stranger,  say. 

How  hast  thou  sped  in  thf  reign  ? 
Hast  thou  the  old  awe-striking  name 
Left,  as  unto  thee  it  came, 
A  mystery  of  might  and  love^ 
Like  the  Majesty  above, 

A  wond^rous  and  unseaichabte  tfaingy 
Which  still  the  virtuous  bosom  doth  revere^ 
And  men  who  love  not,  look  upon  with  fear- 

And  trembling  P    Ans^ver,  King.'* 


EXHIBITION  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  PAINTERS 

IN  WATER  COLOURS. 

This  is  unquestionfibly  one  of  the  most  delightful  exhibitions-  in  the* 
metropolis.  As  a  depository  of  all  that  ia  excellent  m  that  branch  of  art 
which  they  have  made  so  peculiarly  their  own,  it  abounds  with  the  most 
pleasing  coUection  of  paintings  that  can  fascinate  the  eye^  and  admi- 
nister to  the  cravings  of  pure  and  polished  taste^  while,  as  an  elegant 
lounge,  it  has  not  the  shadow  of  a  rival,  for  we  are  sure  of  rubUag- 
shoulders  with  the  best  society  in  the  kingdom.  * 

Our  admiration  of  the  productions  of  this  purely  English  School^  is 
always  accompanied  with  regret  at  the  destructible  nature  of  the  mate^ 
rials  employed.  With  oil  and  canvass^  genius  is  sure  of  something  more- 
than  fleeting  fame.  With  them  a  man  has  some  chance  of  painting  for 
eternity  ;  but^  in  water-colour  drawings  the  days  of  an  artist's  glory  must 
needs  be  numbered.  Nothing  has  yet  been^  contrived,  by  which  water- 
colour  pictui'es  may  resist  the  withering  attacks  of  time,  and  a  feeling  of 
sadness  comes  over  the  mind  whilst,  as  we  contemplate  their  varied  excel- 
lence, they  seem  to  speak  these  melancholy  words — We  are  all  to  perish. 
In  premature  decay.  Each  pigment  may  be  compounded  according  to  tbe 
strictest  rules  of  chemical  science,  and  the  paper  may  have  been  manu.. 
factured  according  to  the  soundest  principles  of  human  art — ^yet  how 
slightly  is  the  combination  calculated  to  resist  the  spoliations  of  tear 
and  wear,  and  air — that  element  of  vitality  and  corruption  !  It  might 
be  supposed  that  all  the  energies  of  the  Society  were  therefore  directed, 
to  the  accomplishment  of  some  splendid  device  by  which  the  ruinous  en- 
croachments of  age  might  be  repelled ;  that  he  who  could  invent  some 
means  by  which  their  handiwork  might  be  secured  to  after  ages  in  per. 
petuity,  would  be  received  as  a  benefactor  beyond  all  price,  whom  to  name 
were  to  honour  vehemently.  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The  independent  rogues 
seem  to  care  no  more  for  posterity,  or  for  their  own  posthumous  glory, 
than  a  porpoise  cares  for  a  side-pocket.      It  was  but  the  other  day  that 
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»  earCaitf  cfevi&r  fellow  sought  brotherhood  with  them,  aad  would  hare* 
gafned  it,  but  for  one  circumstance.     The  ambitious  varlet  was  prone  to' 
dabble  in  wtmuhj  and  just  because  he  aspired  to  push  his  pictures  some 
seoF6  years  or  two  further  forwards  into  immortality,  the  unlucky  dog. 
was  black-balled  with  merciless  unanimity. 

But .  as  the  members  appear  determined  to  be  headstrong,  we  must- 
even  be  content  to  let  them  have  their  own  way,  and  let  them  ''  do  what 
they  like  with  their  own/'  The  least  return  we  can  make  them  for  the 
delight  which  their  wayward  fancies  distribute  to  the  myriad,  is  to  let 
them  pursue  their  own  eccentric  courses  unhindered,  pay  our  admission* 
fee,  and  wish  them  God-speed.  If  it  be  their  ruthless  will  to  build  their' 
glory  upon  elements  so  fragile,  why  even  so  then  let  it  be:  and  when' 
after  generations  shall  marvel  at  what  manner  of  men  the  Copley  Field- 
iiig8>  tire  Prouts,  the  9tephanoft,  the  Austins  of  bygone  days  might  have 
been — let  them  marvel ! — ^why  need  the  present  sorrow  for  their  loss  ? 

The  present  is  one  of  the  most  successful  *^  Annuals"  the  Society  has- 
yet  published.  There  are  many  very  excellent  pictures  there,  and  very 
few  bad  ones ;  which  is  saying  a  good  deal  in  these  meretricious  times. 
Copley  Fielding  shines  out  in  his  pre-eminence  of  course  ;  he  has  got  a 
^  View  from  Fairlight  Downs,"  that  in  execution  and  composition  is 
glorious.  Dewint,  Austin,  Prout,  and  Miss  L.  ffliarpe,  have  among  them' 
many  very  clever  pictures, — to  the  "  Ghost  Story"  of  the  latter  of  whom 
we  would  invite  attention,  were  it  not  demanded  by  its  own  excellence. 
The  exhibition  of  this  year  is  very  attractive,  and^  judging  from  the  an-- 
nounced  '^  sales,."  not  a  little  profitable  to  many  of  the  exhibitors^ 
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Now  in  a  certain  long  street  called  the  Strand  stands  a  certain  large* 
building  called  Somerset  House,  whence  so  called,  and  wherefore  erected,, 
history  will  declare.  This  building,  being  an*  exceedingly  capacious 
buiTding,  is  for  the  most  part  appropriated  to  sundry  offices  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  some  multitudinous  matters  under  Government,  connected 
with  taxation  and  other  delightful  pursuits  ;  some  portion  is  allotted  to- 
certain  learned  societies ;  and'  (all  that  immediately  concerns  as  now) 
one  entire  moiety  of  the  front  portion  is  assigned  to  that  august  body,  the 
Rotas  A«A9Bmy.  Here  it  is  that  the  members  are  wont  to  congregate- 
to  conduct  its  corporate  aflfairs,  to  lecture  to  rising  genius,  to  instruct 
unfledged  academicians,  to  exhibit  the  works  of  their  own  handicraft, 
(and  sell  them  if  any  body  will  buy,)  and,  oecasionally,  to  indulge  in 
tbe  fldore  fleshly  recreation  of  eating,  drinking,  and  making  merry. 

For  forty  and  six  weeks  of  the  year,  or  thereabouts,  are  they  employed 
in  ike  culture  and  diffusion  of  all  that  is  glorious  in  art,  and  worthy  of 
being  known  in  the  mysteries  of  pictuve-painting ;  the  remaining  half- 
doien,  commencing  with  the  first  in  May,  being  devoted  to  the  phi. 
laathropic  purpose  of  improving  the  national  taste,  and  titilating  the- 
puUie  eye.  With  a  view  to  the  efficient  consummation  of  this  object,. 
preparatory  notice  is  given^  by  advertisement,  to  all  aspirants  to  fame, 
Ihat  their  productions  are  to  be  forwarded  by  a  given  day,  and  submitted 
to  the  solemn  decision  of  the  councily— if  approved,  to  be  exhibited,"— if 
not,  rejected^.  That  work  accomplished,  and  judgment  pronounced,  the- 
hanging  committee  (some  three  of  the  academicians  appointed  to  select 
(md  direct  what  and  whereabouts  the  various  pictutes  are  to  b^  hung)f 
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forthwith  proceed  to  exercise  their  functions^  and  if  any  person  insinu- 
ates that  they  first  carefully  dispose  of  their  own^  and  the  works  of  their 
associated  brethren  and  friends  in  the  best  places^  selecting  for  immedi- 
ate contiguity  such  others^  as  by  colour^  by  frame^  or  by  defect^  may  bring 
them  into  the  greatest  relief^  and  ensure  conspicuity ;  and  afterwards 
distribute  the  renrainder  above^  below,  in  corners,  where  they  can,  acci- 
dentally  consigning  to  obscurity  those  which  might  prove  formidable  as 
rivals,  that  person  must  be  a  libeller, — that  insinuation  scandalously  base. 

There  are  altogether  seven  rooms  employed  for  exhibition,  yet  but  one 
any  way  fit  for  such  a  purpose,  that  being  capacious,  and  admitting  the 
light  to  fall  as  it  should  do  from  above.  Into  this  the  canvass  of  all  the 
elite  goes,  as  most  naturally  it  ought ;  considerable  grumbling  follows  the 
labours  of  the  hanging  committee  of  course,  for  which  they  being  expect, 
ant  and  prepared,  care  little.  All  being  duly  suspended  in  their  respec- 
tive places,  a  favoured  few  receive  the  welcome  hint  that  they  may  now 
come,  pallet  in  hand,  and  retouch  their  several  works  as  they  hang, 
heighten  effects,  modulate  tints,  re-arrange  the  "warms"  and  the  *' cools," 
sober  down  little  bits  of"  raw;"  in  short,  to  do  what  a  painter  knows  so  well 
is  wanting  to  accommodate  his  picture  to  situation.  This  closes  prelimina- 
ries ;  the  rooms  are  dusted  and  cleaned,  and Doff  your  cap,  O  Jupiter, 

escorted  by  president,  keeper,  librarian,  and  the  whole  array  of  R.  A.'s ; 
enter  royalty  and  rank,  to  have  the  virgin  peep.  Hither  and  thither  they 
wander,  smirking,  complimenting,  congratulating,  and  eulogizing,  till  a 
right  sumptuous  dinner,  previously  provided,  is  announced,  to  which  they 
sit  and  do  needful  honour — drinking  healths  and  costly  wines,  making  fine 
speeches,  grinning  the  civil,  and  stammering  something  about  "  progress 
of  art — English  school — excellent  president — princely  auspices — success, 
and  all  that."  On  the  following  Monday,  the  public  have  license  to 
tread  in  the  very  footsteps  of  Dukes,  Chancellors,  Archbishops,  noble 
Lords,  and  Right  Honourable  gentlemen ;  an  honour  of  which  they  avail 
themselves  with  especial  andity.  Carriages,  commoners,  pedestrians,  ple- 
beians, patricians,  men.folk,  and  women-folk,  in  all  varieties,  accordingly 
assemble  in  crowding  shoals,  on  that  happy  day,  to  see  "  The  Exhibition." 

The  visiter  enters  the  great  gateway  at  Somerset  House,  betw^een  rows 
of  massive  pillars,  and  lots  of  flunkies  lounging  with  most  aristocratic 
ease  on  seats  considerately  placed  for  their  comfort.  A  guard  of  honour, 
composed  of  a  couple  of  soldiers,  with  fierce  looks  and  fire-locks,  mounted, 
ready  to  shoot  to  death  any  body  who  misconducts  himself,  patrol  before 
the  doors.  One  of  these  doors  opens  into  a  square-paved  hall,  in  which  are 
placed  high  baized  counters,  or  pay  tables,  where  money  is  received,  and  re- 
turns made.  A  splendid  blue  canl  with  gilt  letters  is  placed  into  your  hands 
upon  the  payment  of  a  shilling,  (moderate  enough,)  which  card  is  receiv- 
ed by  a  check-taker,  placed  at  a  distance  of  six  inches  from  the  money- 
man,  whereupon  the  barrier  may  be  legally  passed.  Three  feet  further 
forward  sits  a  redoubtable  octogenarian,  whose  solitary  occupation  con- 
sists in  the  dispensation  of  "  catalogues,"  for  which  shilling  the  second 
is  disbursed ;  and^  equipped  with  this  necessary  apparatus,  the  visiter 
finds  himself  privileged  to  enjoy  himself  to  the  top  of  his  inclination. 

Previous  to  mouitating  into  the  regions  above  he  is  arrested  by  an  ob- 
ject which  commands  an  attentive  gaze.  Beside,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
staircase,  stands,  in  all  his  majestic  sulkiness,  the  Farnese  Hercules,  cabin- 
ed, cribbed,  confined  in  one-half  of  a  rascally  wire- work  cage,  and  looking 
for  all  the  world  as  though  he  were  ashamed  of  his  situation,  and  well  he 
may,     It  is  ever  a.  pitiable  reflection  with  the  lovers  of  the  Grand  that 


The  Royal  Acculemy.  381 

St.  Paul's  should  be  hemmed  in  to  its  very  ribs  by  a  host  of  Lilliputian 
tenements^  which  answer  no  purpose^  but  very  effectually  to  obstruct  the 
view  of  that  noble  pile ;  but  St.  Paul's^  as  all  reflecting  persons  are  aware 
cannot  cleverly  be  moved  to  a  more  convenient  site,  so  that  we  must  put 
up  with  the  shame  resignedly.  Not  so,  however,  is  it  with  Hercules  in 
Somerset  House  :  there  he  stands,  has  stood  for  years  past,  and  in  all 
probability  wil  Istand  for  years  to  come,  in  a  miserable  dark  deo,  scarce 
higher  than  himself,  so  narrow  and  restricted,  that  the  magnificence  of 
his  figure,  its  glorious  amplitude,  the  fulness  of  its  beauty,  its  symmetry 
and  just  proportions,  are  as  totally  obscured  as  if  tbe  council  had  some 
sharp  reason  for  concealing  it.  One  might  imagine  that  a  litter  position 
might  be  found  for  him  somewhere  in  all  London ;  but  no  doubt  we  are 
wrong. 

On  an  elevation  of  three  steps  is  found  an  umbrella-and-stick  shop, 
not  for  the  actual  vending  of  these  necessary  articles  of  personal  adorn- 
ment,  but  for  the  reception  and  safe  deposit  of  such  parasols  and  crystal- 
headed  bamboos  as  may  be  witlessly  taken  thither.  It  is  a  well  authenti- 
cated fact  that  an  English  public  have  a  strange  propensity  to  poke  at 
pictures  if  they  happen  to  have  at  hand  any  thing  to  poke  withal,  and, 
for  such  a  purpose,  than  an  umbrella  or  a  stick,  nothing  can  be  more 
capital.  This  singular  fact  was  shrewdly  enough  observed  by  the  coun- 
cil aferetime,  and  a  prohibitory  interdiction  to  the  transit  of  all  poke- 
able  instruments  from  below  upwards  was  accordingly  ruled.  For  all 
that,  however,  poking  is  not  wholly  averted ;  elbows  and  fingers  cannot 
be  left  behind  ;  and  if  there  happen  to  be  a  glazed  picture  present  the 
«un  in  summer  does  not  shine  more  certainly  than  that  the  glass  thereof 
will  suffer  a  solution  of  continuity  before  the  end  of  the  first  three  hours 
of  opening  the  Exhibition. 

The  sight-seer  now  commences  his  tread-mill  journey  up  a  dull,  dark, 
dingy,  ilLshaped,  "  well-shaped  "  stair,  jostling  with,  and,  in  turns, 
jostled  by  those  who,  like  himself,  are  ascending  under  the  agitation  of 
bliss  in  prospect,  and  who,  unlike  himself,  have  had  their  appetites  ap- 
peased till  their  very  eyes  ache  above.  A  little  labour  brings  him  oppo- 
site a  room  bearing  the  imposing  title  of  ''  Antique  Academy"  and  to 
enter  therein  becomes  the  immediate  business  of  his  soul ;  here  first  is 
heard  the  hum  and  the  shoe-shuffling^ — here  felt  the  squeeze,  the  elbowing, 
the  toe-treading,  the  spirit-rending,  the  bonnet-bending,  and  the  strain- 
ing. Let  no  man  of  woman  born,  or  woman,  whencesoever  sprung,  ever 
so  little  irascibly  inclined,  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  '^  the  Exhibition ;" 
if  he  or  she  do  not  go  under  the  influence  of  a  solemn  oath  to  "  keep 
their  temper,"  they  are  undone.  But — the  visiter,  after  some  ingenious 
and  insinuating  movements  on  the  triple  principle  of  the  wedge,  the 
lever,  and  the  screw,  gains  admission,  and  the  first  sensation  whereof  he 
is  conscious  is  being  jammed  against  frame-edges  and  pictures,  the  can- 
vass, the  paper,  or  the  glazing  of  which,  he  can  but  breathe  a  silent  prayer, 
may^  for  the  artist's  sake,  be  sufficiently  tough  to  resist  the  pressure  of 
his  person  in  one  or  other  of  its  parts.  He  looks  ('tis  where  alone  he 
can  look)  upwards,  and  above  the  height  of  surrounding  heads,  he  sees, 
glaring  in  all  the  lustre  of  light  and  copal,  what  may  be  pictures  possibly. 
The  antique  academy  is  nothing  better  than  a  moderate-size  room,  hav- 
ing three  windows  placed  on  that  side  of  it  which  faces  the  light,  and 
through  which  the  light,  of  course  and  as  usual,  comes.  Such  paintings, 
therefore,  as  are  opposite  the  windows,  have  a  decent  chance  of  being 
seen ;  such  as  are  at  the  sides,  are  viewed  under  the  usual  effect  of  var« 
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tnished  canvass  looked  at  angularly ;  and  others  are  so  acnucigvd  as  to  defy 
.the  inspection  of  the  keenest-eyed.  The  council^  with  considerable  adioit- 
ness^have  projected  a  coupie  of  three-sided  screen  from  these  two  portioiis 
of  the  walls  which  inteirspace  the  windows,  so  as  to  form  three  distinct 
recesses ;  the  advantage  gained  is,  that  an  infinity  of  miniatures  may  be 
suspended,  and  conveniently  seen  from  the  proximity  of  the  light.  It  is 
clear  that  that  side  of  the  screen  which  is  between,  and  parallel  to  the 
two  windows,  must  necessarily  be  in  outer  darisness,  and  it  is  ;  and  this 
side  is  aotually  made  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  Exhibition.  Pic- 
tures  which  nobody  can  see  are  hung  where  nobody  ever  look, — ^the  in. 
terstitial  light  always  proving  to  be  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  the  eye, 
without  its  wanderings  being  forced  into  gloom  and  obscurity  for  attract 
tion.  We  notice  this  as  one  of  those  clever  devices  which  sometimes 
result  from  the  congregation  of  geniuses. 

After  having  been  mobbed  through  and  about  the  **  Antique  Academy*' 
«for  some  half-hour  or  more,  he  may  suddenly  find  himself  upon  the 
.entrance  of  a  doorless  chamber  called  the  Councii.  Room,  round  which 
.are  ranged  marbles,  models,  and  plaster-casts,  in  some  profusioa.  Twv 
•or  three  bewildered  spirits  may  be  seen  crawling  about,  each  uncertain 
whether  his  presence  there  comes  within  the  strict  rules  of  propriety,  and 
justifying  the  doubt  only  by  the  comparative  elysium  which  free 
space  and  cool  air  are  imparting.  The  difference  between  the  two 
rooms  is  striking,  this  being  thronged  to  suffocation,  that  chillingly 
deserted,  as  if  there  existed  some  magic  line  between  the  two 
twhich  none  might  pass.  Such  line  does  exist.  Laocoon  and  th^  fight* 
ing  gladiator,  are  very  magnificient  models,  and  as  studies,  superb  ; 
but  ladies  are  not  all  artists  or  students,  and  in  these  days  when 
jKiciety  is  essentially  artificial  and  refined,  the  nude  excellence  of 
Phidean  chiseling  is  hardly  meet  for  the  contemplation  of  a  female 
eye.  Next  to  positive  outrage,  nothing  more  surely  wounds  a  woman's 
feelings  than  the  consciousness  of  being  in  public  proximity  to  that 
cwhich  is  offensive. 

Another  apartment  called  the  Library  adjoins  and  opens  into  the 
'"  Antique  Academy ;"  and  in  this  was  wont  to  be  deposited  architectural 
^models,  drawings,  designs,  and  casts ;  this  year,  however,  the  former, 
much  to  the  discomfiture  of  those  fair  creatures,  who  ddight  in  cork- 
<vcarving,  and  papyro-what-is-it,  have  been  removed  to  the  council  room, 
-and  there  they  may  not  wend  their  steps.  Gentlemen  of  the  council, 
.this  must  not  be  in  future  years. 

Ere  he  can  *'  make"  the  ''  Great  Room,*'  another  tedious  fl^ht  of  steps 
fffiust  be  ascended ;  and  by  passing  through  the  Ante-room,  the  dullest  of 
.«11  the  number^  or  the  School  of  Painting,  which,  for  ourselves,  we 
tiiever  loved,  the  sanctum  sanctorum  may  be  opened  to  him^  Seats  are 
commodiously  placed  in  the  centre,  which  are  always  full ;  happy  he 
twho  can  repose  his  a  wearied  limbs  on  one.  This  is  a  scene  of  bustle  and 
xonfusion ;  the  people  seem  greedy  of  shoulder-rubbing,  ai»d  are  not 
^abashed  at  a  squeeze. 

There  being  no  barrier  to  keep  the  visiters  at  a  respectable  distaooe 
^rom  the  exhibited  pictures,  every  person  goes  to  them  as  dosely  as  he 
«ean  of  course  ;  so  that  it  is  not  n  little  amusing  to  see  in  what  manner 
*he  works  are  viewed.  In  front  of  one,  for  instance,  of  very  extensive 
^surface,  which  may  require  a  dozen  feet  of  distance  to  enable  its  contents 
^o  come  within  the  field  of  vision,  fifty  heads  may  be  dotted  together, 
«eyery  nose  withio  »  few  inches  of  the  canvass^  so  that,  all  light  behig  .«lv. 
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rtructed,  tlie  opinions  of  the  beholders  must  be  tolerably  sound.  Courtesy 
or  commonsense  must  not  be  looked  for  too  closely :  if  while  intently 
occupied  in  the  pertMo/  of  a  picture^  a  party  of  two  or  three  should 
iiuietly  make  a  path  between  it  and  the  gazer,  and  there  stop,  let  him  put 
his  incense  in  his  pocket,  and  walk  away ;  it  is  an  act  tolerated  by  long 
custom,  and  indignation  must  pass  into  thin  air. 

Pinched  in  feet,  buffeted  in  person,  and  eyes  smarting  under  the  in. 
fluence  of  eoiouring,he  at  length  prepares  for  descent;  and,  jaded  in  mind 
and  body,  stares  at  the  sparkling  eyes  of  those  who,  all  excitement,  have 
just  entered,  (unhappy  beings,  they  little  dream  of  what  they  have  to  en- 
<counter,)  to  be,  as  he  has  been,  pinched,  buffeted,  jostled,  annoyed,  ha. 
rassed,  anddisi^pointedy— to  see,  as  he  has  seen,  the  Exhibition. 
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Thx  WomTHiEB  OF  YoBKSHiBE  AifD  LANCASHIRE.   By  Hartley  Coleridge^ 
Simpkin  and  Marshall,  London.    Bingley,  Leeds. 

Interest  in  the  descendants  of  a  man  of  genius  is  an  almost  involun- 
tary emotion.  If  the  discovery  of  the  g^and-daughter  of  Milton,  a  poor 
«Bd  ignorant  woman  who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  her  illustrious  pro- 
genitor, could  affect  the  great  men  of  her  time,  and  make  them  anxious 
to  serve  her,  and  to  know  all  about  her  that  could  be  known,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  the  name  of  Coleridge  on  a  title-page,  and  borne  by  an  im- 
mediate  descendant  of  the  poet,  the  inheritor  of  a  portion  of  his  genius, 
should  interest  the  public  now.  It  was  with  a  feeling  of  this  kind  that 
we  opened  these  volumes.  We  have  found  them  to  surpass  ordinary 
biographical  compilations,  as  far  as  their  author  does  those  common 
book-makers  who,  to  order,  execute  the  every.day  business  of  the  Trade. 
Among  the  worthies  of  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire,  the  precedence  is 
justly  awarded  to  Andrew  Marvell,  to  whom  due  and  cordial  homage  is 
rendered.  The  mind  of  Mr.  Coleridge,  from  early  habit,  and  that  pe- 
culiar course  of  reading  and  hearing  by  which  faith  cometh,  is  at  least 
poetically  embued  with  Tory  ion;  but  it  is  the  Toryism  of  another  age, 
when  the  multitude  worshipped  the  gorgeous  symbol,  and  forgot  the 
thing  signified ;  and  not  the  modem  Toryism  of  Mammon  and  jobbery. 
Though  the  author  has  sometimes  been  tempted  into  a  romantic  flight, 
the  impulse  which  bears  him  from  earth  is  merely  the  natural  buoyancy 
.  of  a  generous  mind.  Uis  poetry  does  not  disparage  his  good  sense,  nor 
affect  his  discrimination.  The  warmth  of  his  colouring,  is  used  to  en- 
kindle his  portraits,  and  give  life  and  energy  to  resemblance.  Though 
we  cannot  subscribe  to  all  Mr.  Coleridge's  opinions,  we  heartily  approve 
of  his  work.  In  the  length  which  he  has  alre«dy  proceeded  with  his 
j^alanz  of  Worthies,  he  has  fully  succeeded  in  his  purpose  of  shewing 
''  that  much  virtue,  much  usefulness,  much  piety,  has  appeared  in  almost 
every  sect  and  party ;"  and  in  his  endeavour  '*  to  mollijfy  and  neutralize 
all  differences,  to  dispose  men  to  understand  one  another ;  and  if  they 
cannot  preserve  the  unity  of  faith,  at  least  to  restore  the  bond  of  peace." 
Mr.  Coleridge  writes  in  the  spirit  best  fitted  to  accomplish  this  noble 
puTppee^  while  composing  the  best  modem  biographical  work  with  which 
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we  are  acquainted.  We  earnestly  trust  the  public  will  not  be  alow  in  ap- 
preciating its  merits  and  superiority.  The  book  is  elegantly  printed, 
and  is  altogether  a  work  to  gain  and  hold  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
useful  national  literature. 

Lives  of  the  English  Female  Worthies.    By  Mrs.  John  Sandfoiu>. 

Vol.  I.  Longman  &  Co.  London. 
In  a  spirited,  and  really  elegantly  written  introductory  diapter,  the 
fair  authoress  candidly  avows  that  the  documents  she  has  consulted  in 
the  compilation  of  these  "  Lives"  have  been  but  few,  and  are  already  be- 
fore the  public,  so  that,  to  quote  her  own  language,  "  she  has  brought  to 
light  nothing  that  is  new,  and  can  lay  claim  to  little  that  is  originaL" 
The  term  *'  compilation,"  thus  very  modestly  employed,  is  applicable,  how. 
ever,  only  to  the  main  incidents  which  prior  biographies  have  recorded ; 
the  narrative  appears  to  be  all  her  own,  and  is  very  skilfully  managed 
indeed. 

Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  (the  daughter  of  Sir  Allan  Aps- 
ley,)  are  those  whom  she  has  selected  for  her  first  volume;  the  life  of  Lady 
Rachael  Russell  is  announced  for  the  second — persons,  it  will  be  seen,  not 
only  historically  celebrated,  but  conspicuous  for  their  piety  and  Christian 
virtues.  From  the  excellent  design  in  thus  bringing  together  a  gallery 
of  Female  Worthies,"  the  manifest  utility  of  such  a  publication,  and  the 
able  manner  in  which  the  authoress  has  executed  her  task,  we  readily, 
because  we  can  sincerely,  recommend  it  as  a  work  which,  continued  as 
begun,  every  mother  may  profitably  place  in  the  hands  of  her  daughter. 

<<  Perhaps,**  says  Mn.  Sandford,  ^  the  most  important  end  of  biography  is  to  excite 
a  generous  emulation  of  those  whose  virtues  and  exploits  it  commemorates  ;  and  it  is 
much  to  be  desired  that  women  should  receive  such  an  impulse.  It  would  teach  them 
what  they  can,  as  well  as  what  they  ought  to  do ;  it  would  elevate  their  desires  and 
make  them  feel  that  their  duties  are  not  confined  to  the  mere  aiTangement  of  their 
household,  and  the  adjustment  of  their  furniture  and  dress ;  but  that  they  should  pro- 
pose to  themselves  an  end,  than  which  we  can  conceive  nothing  nobler,  namely,  the 
application  of  their  influence  towainls  the  improvement,  by  all  suitable  means,  of  all 
with  whom  they  are  connected.** 

She  who  can  take  so  just  a  view  of  the  duties  of  woman,  may,  we  think, 
be  safely  trusted  in  her  selection  of  such  models  as  are  best  calculated 
to  illustrate  it, 

Michel's  Essay  on  Woman.*    Efiingham  Wilson,  London. 

Woman  is  one  of  the  regular  clap-trap  subjects  of  the  minor  poets, 
like  the  bravery  and  generosily  of  British  seamen,  the  domestic  comfort 
and  independence  of  John  Bull's  fireside,  the  purity  of  British  matrons, 
and  the  superlative  excellence  and  freedom  of  British  institutions.  These 
last  themes,  recommended  by  national  vanity,  never  fail  to  obtain  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  attention,  if  properly  introduced  ;  and  there  are  few  men 
and  boys  who  cannot  repeat  '^  My  Mother !"  and  Ledyard's  eulogium 
on  women, — though  they  may  disobey  the  mother,  cross  the  sister,  scold 
the  laundress,  and  all  but  kick  the  she-cook,  nevertheless.  To  expose 
the  delicate  female  attendant  to  the  fury  of  all  weathers,  while  the  gen- 
tleman lolls  in  the  cushioned  chariot,  excites  wonder  nowhere  save  in 
France,  Germany,  and  Italy,  where  the  attention  paid  in  England  to 
the  sex,  as  a  sex,  is  not  at  all  duly  appreciated.  Woman,  however — and 
she  is  a  dear,  bewitching,  and  endless  theme — is  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Michel's  poem ;  and  he  has  spared  no  poetic  pains  to  give  it  finish,  pre- 
cision,  and  neatness ;  and  to  set  his  "  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of 
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silver."  Tales^  illustrative  sketches,  and  ''  records  of  woman/'  are 
.  copiously  introduced ;  and,  from  the  creation  of  the  ''  General  Mother," 
in  the  howers  of  Paradise,  till  the  final  apostrophe  to  '^  Man's  chief  bless, 
ing,"  attended  by  the  twin  nymphs  Refinement  and  Taste,  there  is 
much  fine  sentiment,  and  many  delicate  touches  of  pathos,  conveyed  in 
smooth  and  mellifluous  verse  in  this  poem.  We  wish  that  our  narrow  space 
admitted  of  specimens  of  it ;  for  we  have  marked  out  several  that  are 
pleasing,  and  many  that  are  exquisitely  finished ;  but  we  must  limit  our- 
selves to  this  picture  of  a  sleeping  infant : — 

^  Lo  I  ilamber^B  balm  on  yonder  infant  lies, 

Stills  it3  soft  voice,  and  seals  its  clear  blue  eyes  ; 

That  brow,  in  fkimess,  rivals  mountain  snow ; 

Beside  its  cheeks  how  dim  the  ruby^s  glow. 

Lovely  as  doves*  soft  plumes,  or  violet-stains, 

Are  those  white  airms^  and  azure  wandering  veins. 

Its  breath,  from  parted  lip  of  coral  hue^ 

Steals  soft  as  twilight  air,  and  fragrant  too. 

The  in&nt  wakes ;  it  sees  its  mother  nigh, 

And  gleams  of  fondness  sparkle  in  its  eye  ; 

Now,  in  wild  frolic,  danced  upon  her  knee, 

It  spreads  its  arms,  as,  winged  with  ecstacy. 

Shakes,  like  bright  lily-wreaths,  its  auburn  curli^ 

And  shows,  in  rosy  mouth,  the  growing  pearls. 

Bright  diamond !  risen  from  being^s  teeming  mine ; 

Fair  star,  just  formed  in  virtue*B  heaven  to  shine ; 

Flower  fidl  of  innocence,  and  joyous  bloom, 

Gathering,  each  hour,  more  beauty  and  perfume. 

Alas  f  that  Time  should  dim  thy  fairy  ray, 

That  guileless  moments  pass  so  soon  away  1  ** 

A  few  miscellaneous  poems,  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  give  a  favour* 
able  impression  of  the  author's  talents,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  their  cultiva- 
tion. The  poet  of  "  Woman"  is,  however,  more  distinguished  by  refine- 
ment than  power. 

Library  of  Romance.— ^Waltham  and  The  Stolen  Child. 

Smith,  Elder,  &  Co.  London. 
Two  more  volumes  of  this  series  have  been  produced ;  Waltham,  and 
The  Stolen  Child,  by  John  Galt.  Of  the  first  of  these  works,  which 
is  anonymous,  the  best  thing  we  can  say  is,  that  it  is  tolerably  well 
filled  with  incident,  though  of  a  very  commonplace  and  bald  kind.  In 
Mr.  Gait's  story,  which,  if  not  in  his  best  manner,  is  yet  quite  charac- 
teristic of  the  writer,  there  may  be  some  diminution  of  interest  from  the 
reader  being  let  into  the  secret  at  the  beginning  of  the  book.  But  this 
is  supplied  by  the  fluctuations  of  hope  and  suspense  in  the  mind  of  the 
foundling  hero,  while  he  pursues  the  filaments  of  the  clew,  which  un- 
ravels the  mystery  of  his  birth.  To  be,  however,  so  often  on  the  true 
scent,  and  so  frequently  thrown  out,  rather  irritates  and  teases  the 
reader  at  last.  Nor  is  the  story,  in  any  respect,  lifted  out  of  the  regions 
of  the  Minerva  Press,  save  by  the  writer's  sagacious  appreciation  of 
character,  and  skill  in  narrating  the  homely  incidents  of  real  life.  A 
Scottish  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Servit,  shrewd  but  kindly,  is  one  of  the  por- 
traits, which  as  truly  mark  the  pencil  of  the  author  of  Annals  of  the 
ParUh,  as  the  Chelsea  Pensioners  does  that  of  Wilkie.  Some  of  the 
Sketches  of  London  vice,  and  its  concomitant  wretchedness,  are  given 
with  considerable  power. 

The  Bondman.     Smith,  Elder,  &  Co.  London. 

In  this  volume  Mr.  Ritchie  has  taken  an  immense  leap  beyond  his 
old  mark,  if  he  has  not  cleared  more  ground  than   any  of  his  asso- 

«  F 
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ciatei.  Tkig  tale  gives  us  renewed  hope  of  the  success  of  the  Librasv 
%»  RoMAifOB,  which^  for  many  excellent  reasons,  has  had  our  best  wishes. 
The  subject  of  the  Bondman  is  the  rebellion  of  the  Commons^  as  the 
people  were  then  called^  under  Wat  Tyler  and  John  fiaiL  We  nerer 
could  properly  understand  what  has  made  the  Laureate  in  mature  years 
ashamed  of  the  doings  of  the  hero  of  his  more  enthusiastic  and  ungene- 
rous days.  Mr.  Leitch  Ritdiie  has  buckled  to  Wat  Tyler  in  a  truer 
spirit.  The  romance  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  people 
at  a  period  when  the  feudal  system  was  still  unmitigated  in  oppressioBy 
though  signs  of  decay  were  becoming  visible.  The  main  instrument  in 
preparing  the  abused  people  fur  revolt  is  a  priest  of  high  intellect  and 
powerful  character,  who  sprung  himself  from  the  vassalage,  instead  of 
following  the  ambitious  career  open  to  a  churchman^  is,  by  his  manly  un- 
derstanding, and  love  oi  truth,  and  by  his  warmeet  sympathies,  identi- 
iied  with  the  people.  He  is  a  noble  and  powerfully~drawn  character. 
But  the  tale  is  full  of  admirable  character ;  and  in  its  progress  highly 
animated  and  interesting.  It  is  history  dramatized,  and  inspired  by  the 
spirit  of  a  true  philosophy ;  and  it  is  withal  a  thoroughly  Radical  Tale 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  If  it  gives  a  faithful  representation  of  the 
causes  of  popular  tumults  in  the  reign  of  Richard,  it  affords  a  warning 
lesson  now.  The  same  causes  must  ever  be  followed  by  the  same  results, 
though  their  manifestations  may  be  slightly  modified  in  different  ages. 

Sketch  or  Review  or  the  Mu^itary  Service  in  India.    By  a  Madras 

Officer.    Robertson,  Glasgow. 

This  pamphlet  will  be  diiefly  of  interest  to  persons  connected  with 
India,  and  with  the  military  service  of  that  country.  It  details,  in  a 
moderate  and  gentlemanly  tone,  the  writer's  experiences  of  the  absurdi. 
ties  and  hardships  of  the  existing  system,  and  points  out  many  judidous 
improvements.  The  rage  for  minute  regulation,  and  the  irritating  inter- 
ference of  over-legislation,  seem  at  one  time  to  have  smitten  the  Indian 
head-quarters  even  more  grievously  than  the  Horse-Guards.  One  of  the 
least  of  these  annoyances  was  compelling  an  unfortunate  European,  in 
the  torrid  zone,  to  remain  in  his  quarters,  under  the  heavy  penalty  of 
not  stirring  abroad  save  with  a  bear-skin  hat,  Hessian  boots,  double- 
breasted  woollen  jacket,  girt  by  sash  and  shoulder-belt,  sustaining  a 
regulation  sword  upon  ''his  martial  thigh."  This  is  but  one  speci- 
men. The  officers  were  and  are  required  to  make  affidavits  and  decla- 
rations upon  honour,  to  affairs  of  a  sixpencchalfpenny,  which  the  writer 
justly  regards  as  an  unnecessary  tampering  with  the  solemn  prohibi- 
tions of  the  third  commandment.  Upon  the  principle  of  some  parish 
authorities,  where  the  paupers  have  been  made  first  to  wheel  gravel  out  of 
the  pits,  and  then  to  wheel  it  back,  for  useful  exercise  of  their  industrious 
energies,  the  Indian  officers. were  compelled  ''to  chronicle  small  beer,"  in 
lengthy  written  documents,  which,  to  officers  capable  of  something  better, 
and  men  of  talent,  natur^ly  became  an  irksome,  irritating  task  ;  while 
men  of  inferior  merits  grew  fond  of  this  clerkly  mode  of  exhibition,  and 
acquired  a  passion  for  scribbling  reports. 

Sketches  of  Greece  and  Turkey.     Ridgway,  Piccadilly. 

People  were  beginning  to  get  heartily  tired  of  Greece  and  Turkey, 
and  we  forgave  them.  Hasty  narratives,  crude  opinions,  and  dogmatic 
assertion  had  been  poured  forth  for  a  dozen  years,  till  the  public  were 
sick  and  saturated.      One  became  almost  afraid  to  open  another  boiok 
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«n  "  Greece ;"  and  of  late  took  refuge  in  "  Algiers/'  or  a  ^'  Three  Months 
cf  tlw  Mountains/'  as  a  change  promising  relief.  These  Sketches  will 
help  to  overcome  this  nausea^  and  restore  a  healthful  tone^  and  that 
capacity  of  enjoyment  to  which  they  largely  administer.  They  are  beau. 
tiAilly  written,  from  a  mind  well  stored  with  romantic  and  poetical 
images,  and  without  making  one  much  wiser  or  better,  they  form  charming 
^ctnres  in  words,  of  natural  scenery  and  political  surfaces.  The  author 
pronounces  the  doom  of  the  Turkish  £mpire,  which  is  now  apparently 
in  rapid  execution ;  and  in  his  concluding  section,  on  its  Condition  and 
Future  Prospects,  gives  much  important  information  from  his  reading  as 
well  as  personal  ofbservation. 

Thb  TnarmfONY  ov  Nature  and  RsyrajLTtON  to  the  Being,  Pebfec 
TiONs,  AND  GoYERNiffENT  OF  GoD«  By  the  Rov.  H.  Febovs.  Oliver 
and  Boyd,  Edinburgh. 

Thebe  are  truths  of  which  we  cannot  have  too  many  evidences.  The 
subject  of  Mr.  Fergus's  volume  is  the  most  momentous  of  these.  The 
proofs  and  iUustrations  he  has  brought  forward  are  of  a  popular  and 
attractive  description ;  they  are  arranged  in  lucid  order,  and  clothed  in 
language  at  once  simple,  perspicuous,  and  lively*  Without  aiming  at 
originality,  the'author  better  attains  his  purpose,  as  an  instructive  writer 
for  the  many,  by  the  judicious  use  of  familiar  authorities,  and  of  the 
aiguments  and  illustrations  of  his  predecessors,  Paley,  King,  and  many 
eminent  writers.  He  has  also  availed  himself  of  the  latest  discoveries 
in  physical  sciemMt^  drawing  attention  to  the  marks  of  Design,  Wisdom, 
And  Beneficence  in  the  visible  creation.  This  book  may  be  read  with 
great  improvement  and  advantage  by  those  who,  without  much  leisure 
to  study  numerous  volumes,  desire,  as  rational  beings,  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  physical  and  moral  conditions  and  relations  of  man  during 
his  pilgrimage  upon  this  globe,  of  the  phenomena  by  which  he  is  sur- 
rounded, and  the  evidences  on  which  he  rests  his  hope  of  immortality, 
both  as  exhibited  in  the  Book  of  Nature  and  of  Revelation. 

An  Aboument  a  pbiobi  for  the  Bbino  and  Attributes  op  God.  By 
WiLiOAM  GiLCiESPiE.    Waugh  and  Innes,  Edinburgh. 

An  a  priori  Argument  for  the  Being  of  God !  A  deep  subject,  with 
which  we  dare  not  meddle !  The  days  were  when  we  too  dreamed  over 
ISpinoza,  and  Des  Cartes,  and  Leibnitz,  and  our  own  Clarke ;  but,  alas, 
for  the  whips  and  scars  of  time — 

«The  oppressor*!  wrong,  the  proud  man*B  contumely  ;" 
to  more  practical  matters  must  our  pen  now  be  devoted.  SuflBce  it,  if 
we  bow  down  in  reverent  humbleness  before  the  idea  of  that  Great 
Spirit,  whose  existence  we  cannot  explain  because  it  is  inexplicable,  and 
whose  nature  we  cannot  fathom  because  it  is  unfathomable  ;  suffice  it  if 
we  expend  onr  brief  unit  of  terrestrial  being  in  endeavouring  to  remind 
men  that  they  are  brethren,  and  that  the  unjust  shall  perish  in  their 
injustice,  seeing  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons !  We  do  not 
criticise  what  we  have  no  time  to  study,  and  Mr.  Gillespie  will  there- 
fore excuse  our  dismissing  his  work,  with  the  statement  that  his 
'demonstration  appears  succinct,  his  style  perspicuous,  and  that  the 
typography  of  the  little  work  is  eminently  tasteful.  We  shall  just  add 
^hat  our  prepossessions  are  all  in  favour  of  the  author's  power,  as  our 
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eye  has  caught  his  definition^  that  a  necessarily  existing  being,  is  one 
whose  being  is  a  9ine  qua  non  of  every  other  thing.  This  is  distinct  and 
profound^  and  shows  us  that  Mr.  Gillespie  can  go  to  the  root  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

History  of  Moral  Science.    By  Robert  Blakey. 
James  Duncan^  London. 

Blakky's  History  of  Moral  Science,  is  literally  and  truly  what  it  pro- 
fesses, a  candid  history  of  the  systems  of  murals  as  expounded  and  upheld 
by  our  great  writers.  We  have  here  the  ancient  systems  of  Hobbes, 
Cud  worth,  Cumberland,  Locke,  King,  Wollaston,  Clarke,  Shaftesbury, 
Mandeville,  Bolingbroke  and  Pope,  Soame  Jenyns,  Hutch eson,  Ruther- 
ford,  Hume,  Huntley  and  Priestley,  Kaimes,  Butler,  Ferguson,  Price, 
Smith,  Paley,  Gisborne,  Bentham,  Godwin,  Stewart,  Cogan,  Brown, 
Dewar,  and  several  foreign  writers,  analysed  and  briefly  and  intelligibly 
exposed.  We  recommend  the  book  to  the  general  reader  who  does  not 
care  for  wandering  through  the  quartos  of  other  historians,  and  might 
be  repeUed  by  the  refined  analysis  of  Mackintosh.  We  are  by  no  means 
at  one  with  Mr.  Blakey 's  opinions,  but  no  matter ;  his  volumes  will  be 
useful  and  a  very  good  record  of  facts.  And  we  do  like  his  dedication. 
It  is  infinitely  better  than  if  he  had  inscribed  his  book,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  &c.  &c.  He  Has  modestly  dedicated  it  to  a  modest 
friend. 

A  Brief  Account  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Established  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  of  the  Questions  Concerning  Patronage.  By  the 
late  Reverend  Sin  Henry  Moncreiff  Wellwood.  V^'^ith  a  short 
Preface  by  Lord  Moncreiff. 

Of  the  body  of  this  pamphlet,  we  have  merely  to  say  that  it  is  excel- 
lent and  discriminating,  distinguished  by  that  plainness,  sincerity  and 
solidity  of  mind  which  characterized  its  venerable  author;  but  of  the 
preface  !  My  Lord  Moncreiff,  where  have  you  been  slumbering  ?  You 
might  have  written  it  had  you  just  awaked  from  a  snooze  as  sound  and 
enduring  as  that  of  the  Seven  Sleepers  of  Ephesus. 

His  Lordsliip  is  manifestly  of  opinion  that  nothing  more  is  requisite 
than  a  modification  of  what  is  termed  the  call ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  abuse  of  oligarchical  patronage  should  still  subsist  within  our  Scot- 
tish  Christian  community,  softened  only  by  a  veto  virtually  in  the  hands 
of  the  Presbytery.  That  the  call  will  be  modified  by  the  approaching 
General  Assembly  we  cannot  doubt ;  which  when  we  reflect  on  its  pro- 
ceedings last  year,  is  another  indicfition  that  things  "  march" — but  as  a 
reform,  it  will  be  miserable,  it  will  be  spurned  at !  How  difllicult  it  is 
for  some  people  to  "  discern  the  signs  of  the  times !"  And  it  is  passing 
strange,  after  all  that  has  come  and  gone,  that  reasonable  and  conscien. 
tious  men  should  yet  be  found  who  would  rather  be  ignorant  of  the 
most  manifest  truth,  that  if  the  Church  of  Scotland  would  be  safe,  it 
must  in  that,  and  in  good  faith,  be  converted  into  a  pkople's  church. 
If  this  is  not  done,  and  that  without  farther  delay,  the  game  of  the 
Voluntaries  will  be  most  skilfully  played ;  and  the  roots  of  the  ''  Auld 
Kirk"  will  inevitably  be  refused  longer  harbour  in  the  soil  and  heath  of 
its  native  valleys.  Carpe  diem,  most  reverend  councillors  !  If  you  would 
avert  the  catastrophe,  Carpe  diem  f 
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The  Life  and  Travels  of  the  Apostle  Paul. 
Smithj  Elder^  %c  Co.   London. 

The  author  of  this  book  is  perfectly  right  in  stating  his  persuasion 
that,  at  this  distant  period^  no  one  will  expect  to  find  much  novelty  in 
the  subject  he  has  chosen.  Why  then  has  he  chosen  it  ?  His  purpose  is, 
at  least,  not  ambitious.  If  he  can  but  illustrate  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  Apostle,  or  the  slightest  incident  of  his  life,  the  writer  will  be 
contented.  We  shall  not  rashly  affirm  as  much  for  all  his  readers. 
There  is,  however,  much  to  interest  in  this  narrative  of  the  Life  and 
Travels  of  the  great  "  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles."  The  ladies  may  per- 
haps take  some  interest  in  the  following  particulars  of  the  personal  ap- 
pearance of  St.  Paul. 

<<  He  was  of  slender  make,  and  very  short  in  staturew  Chr>'sostom  states  tliat  he 
was  only  three  cubiti  high ;  and  Cave,  assuming  the  common  idea  of  a  cubit  being 
eighteen  of  our  inches,  without  farther  inquiry,  at  once  asserts  t^at  he  was  little  more 
than /bur  feet  in  height.  But  a  Jewieh  cubit,  by  which,  undoubtedly,  Chrysostom 
would  measure  the  Apostle^s  height,  was  equivalent  to  very  nearly  twenty-two  inches, 
English  measure,  by  which  means  we  find  his  height  to  have  been  about  five  feet  five 
inches,  which  does  not  derogate  from  his  own  description  of  himself,  while  it  rescues 
him  from  the  ridiculous  imputation  of  having  been  a  perfect  dwarf.  His  head  was 
small ;  his  nose  long,  but  rather  gracefully  shaped ;  his  eyebrows  thick  and  low,  yet 
not  diminishing  a  certain  sweetness  of  expression  in  his  eyes.  His  complexion  ftiir ; 
the  general  cast  of  his  countenance  grave,  but  in  his  gait  a  most  unseemly  stoop.  He 
was,  moreover,  of  an  infirm  and  delicate  constitution ;  and,  if  not  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  ministry,  at  least  at  an  after  period,  had  a  considerable  hesitation  in  his 
speech,  so  that,  as  he  himself  candidly  allowed,  his  <  bodily  presence  was  weak,  and 
bis  speech  contemptible.*  ** 

Letters  on  Commercial  Policy.    By  R.  Torrens,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Longman  and  Co.,  London. 

These  letters  were  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  The  Bolton  Chronicle, 
when  the  author  canvassed  Bolton  during  the  late  general  election :  and 
most  sincerely  do  we  wish,  that  every  would-be  M.P.  could  have  shown 
as  many  sound  reasons  for  choice  falling  upon  him.  We  have  received 
both  pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  previous  writings  of  Colonel 
Torrens,  and  in  these  letters,  although  we  totally  disagree  with  one  im- 
portant proposition — ^there  is  evinced  much  of  his  wonted  acuteness.  In 
regard  of  the  reciprocity  crotchet,  we  will  scold  the  Hon.  Colonel  by- 
and.by  ;  and  in  the  meantime  part  from  him  with  the  offer  of  a  gentle 
hint.  When  these  letters  are  republished  let  No.  VII.  be  re-written  or 
utterly  expunged.  There  is  a  spirit  in  it  wholly  unbecoming,  and  as 
uncalled  for  as  unjustifiable.  Talk  of  that  description,  infallibly  demeans 
the  person  who  employs  it, — at  least  if  he  is  not  already  pretty  inde- 
pendent of  descent. 

A  New  British  Atlas.  Bv  Sidney  Hall. 
Chapman  and  Hall,  London. 
This,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  a  popular  work,  as  well  from  its  cheapness 
as  from  its  usefulness.  The  maps,  which  are  very  accurate  and  well 
engraved,  have  already  made  their  bow  to  the  public  in  Mr.  Gorton's 
Topographical  Dictionary,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  convert — no 
bad  test  of  intrinsic  value — reviewers  into  economists.  They  embody 
the  alterations  effected  by  the  Reform  Bill,  and  are  accompanied  by  just 
so  much  descriptive  letter-press  as  will  render  the  Atlas  an  excellent 
work  of  reference  ;  the  observations  are  brief,  but  all  to  the  point,  and 
contain  as  much  information  as  referring  folks  desire  to  obtain  readily, 
without  wading  through  a  forest  of  paragraphs  to  find  it. 
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FINE  ARTS. 

CapTAIK  HbAd'9  EASTBaN  AND  EoTPTXAN  SoBNBRY  AND  RVlMft. 

In  this  splendid  book,  beauty  and  ornament  are*  made-  subservient  to^ 
utility.  The  patriotic  object  of  the  writer  is  to  prove  with  what  ease  a 
■team-commttmcation  with  India  by  a  voyage  of  two  months'  duration^, 
may  be  opened  up.  Late  events  in  Turkey  must  give  a  new  impulse  to* 
this  national  project,  for  the  furtherance  of  which  Captain  Head  has 
furnished  many  important  facts  and  details;  %heae  we  are  prevented 
from  noticing  at  present  with  the  fulness  which  a  matter  that  so  near- 
ly affects  the  interests  of  the  empire  demands,  and  defer  till  another 
month.  The  object  is  too  important  to  be  neglected,  or  lightly  dismissed. 
As  a  work  of  art  merely,  this  volume  has  first-rate  claims  to  attention. 
The  views  selected  are  of  the  most  striking  and  magnificent  description ; 
and  were  we  Rosycrucians,  we  might  believe  in  some  secret  sympathy 
between  the  ruins  of  stately  edifices  of  stone,  and  the  mode  of  repre- 
senting them  adopted  hy  Captain  Head.  Nothing  can  be  more  beauti- 
fully soft,  free,  distinct,  and  full  of  the  spirit  of  antiquity  and  oriental, 
ism  than  these  masterly  sketches  Thoy  are  also  among  the  most  splen- 
did specimens  we  have  seen  of  lithographic  engraving  executed  in  this 
oountry. 

Views  in  tub  Pybenebs.    No.  2. 

This  is  among  the  finest  of  the  works  of  art  which  embellish  this  h^ 
voured  period.  Though  it  cannot  vie  with  some  of  its  rivals  in  cheapness, 
it  equals  the  best  of  theni'  in  the  beauty  and  spirit  of  the  designs,  and 
the  excellence  of  Finden's  engraving.  Th«  first  picture,  » bird's-eye 
view  of  the  Valley  of  Grip,  is  a  fine  subject,  well  handled  ;  but  the  second* 
the  Pic  du  Midi,  is  a  scene  perfectly  unique  in  its  singular  sublimity. 
Bareges,  Lust,  and  its  Church,  are  the  subjects  of  the  other  three  pictures. 
The  descriptions  are  well-written>  and  beautifully  printed;  and  the  work, 
altogether,  one  to  feel  proud  of. 

ViBws  OF  THB  Lakes  in  the  North  of  EnqiiAnd.     Tilt,  London; 

Brown,  Penrith  ;  Cockburn,  Carlisle. 

This  is  a  work  to  be  put  into  immediate  requisition^  and  packed  into 
travelling  portfolios,  and  the  bottoms  of  hnperiiBLls,  though  it  will  be 
quite  as  useful  to  travellers  who 

«  Ron  the  great  circle,  and  are  still  at  home.** 

This  first  part  gives  us  Ulswater,  and  two  views  of  the  Derwent  water. 
The  notes,  the  historical  and  descriptive  illustrations,  viz.  are  as  good 
as  the  text,  though  that  is  written  in  the  best  hand  of  Nutter,  Glover, 
and  Hoffland. 

Portraits  of  the  Prinoipal  Female  Characters  in*  thv*  Waverlet 
Novels.     Part  5.    Chapman  and  Hall,  London. 

In  no  one  of  Scott's  novels,  perhaps,  does  the  mind  feel  m  greater 
interest  in  tracing  the  development  of  female  cbaraeter  ^an  in  that 
which  records  the  eventful  history  of  Minna  and  Brenda ;  for  no  two  of 
his  heroines  are  its  sympatbiea  more  vividly  amUcened,  and  none  vitlv 
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whote  facial  identity  we  should  be  more  pleased  to  be  familiar,  Here^ 
then^  they  are— Brenda,  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Leslie^  and  Minna,  fresh 
ftrom  the  conception  of  Mr.  Etty — (and^  certainly,  two  creatures 
more  personally  unlike  never  yet  sprang  from  a  common  origin.)  The 
•ne,  indeed,  a  fairy-like,  kughing,  gentle^creature  ;  the  other,  a  dark- 
eyed,  dark.haired,  dark-souled,  gipsy-favoored  woman,  with  a  more 
than  woman's  form,  seated  in  a  rocky  recess,  pensively  watching  the 
flickering  bar  of  moonlight  thrown  across  the  gloomy  waste  of  watere 
below :  of  the  true  brigand  stamp,  a  regular  bandit's  bride.  Yet  is  Minna 
a  fine  study,  nevertheless ;  but  the  sfaadiow»  are  so  fearfully  black,  there 
Is  not  a  tint  of  difference  between  her  raven  locks  and  the  ebon  wash 
plastered  over  her  neck  and  shoulders,  black  as  night  itself.  The  effect 
generally,  indeed,  is  marred  by  the  violent  transition  of  light  and 
darkness.  We  terribly  fear  that  Judith  will  be  the  ruin  of  Mr.  Etty, 
Phsbx  Mayflower  is  a  charming  picture  of  youthful,  bashful,  innocent, 
beauty.  Pity  Miss  Sharpe  has  garbed  her  in  so  eharity-girl  a  suit. 
But  Margabbt  Ramsay  is  our  favourite;  we  think  Mr.  Boxall  has  been 
as  happy  in  his  conception  as  Mr.  Robinson  in  his  engraving  of  the- 
portrait* 

WAVBBI.&Y  PoirriiArrs.    Part  6. 

Mb.  Wright's  beautiful  conceit  of  Lady  Augusta  (^Castle  Dangerous)^ 
would  have  upborne  this  number  had  all  the  other  portraits  been  dead- 
weights. FensiYe,  without  raekncholy ;  charming,  without  affectation ; 
the  face  and  figure  of  this  pretty  creature  invite  '^  a  lingering  contem. 
phition."  But  Lady  Augusta  is  in  brilliant  company.  There  are  Mr. 
Parris's  Green  Mantle  (Redgauntlet)  with  her  arched  brow  and  archer 
eye,  and  Chalon's  Auce  Lee  (Woodstock)  ^  the  beautiful  and  high* 
bom,"  clad  as  it  were  in  study  and  devotion — ^both  meet  subjects  for  at- 
tentive survey.  What,  however,  shall  we  say  of  Mr.  Howard's  Whfte 
Lady  (Monastery  ?)    She  is  ^uotationized  as  being 

^  BeaaCiful  exceedingly.** 

Now  we  have  the  vanity  to  imagine  that«  whether  from  long  and  atten- 
tive study>  or  from  an  exquisitely  nice  intuitive  perception,  it  matters 
■ot,  it  were  difficult  for  beauty  to  remain  in  any  shape  or  shade  unde- 
tected by  our  penetration,  be  it  ''  in  face,  in  feature,  or  in  form ;"  but 
we  are  constrained  to  confess  that  the  beauty  of  the  White  Lady  is  a  bafHer, 
Ilk  our  poor  discernment,  she  seem&a  personage  about  as  ill-favoured,  me- 
famcholy,  and  badly  built  as  one  might  have  the  misfortune  to  scrutinize  ; 
we  may  be  wrongs  no  doubt  we  are,  and  we  hope  the  world  may  think 
so ;  but — another  gaze  on  Lady  Augusta..    Darling  creature  I 

Landscape  Illustrations  of  Scott.    Parts  15,  16,  17,  and  18. 

Chapman  and  Hall,  London. 

There  are  two  pretty  views  in  No.  15,  by  Copley  Fielding,  (after 
sketches  by  the  Marchioness  of  Stafford,)  of  the  Hill  of  Hoy  and  Strom- 
ness — Pirate  ;  and,  in  No.  16,  one,  the  prettiest  of  all,  St.  Cuthbert'e 
Old  Church — Fortunes' of  Nigel.  The  other  illustrations,  Kenil worth 
Castle,  Kirkwall,  St.  Magnus  Cathedral,  and  Whitehall,  are  each  ef 
them  good ;  but  either  nature  or  art  has  failed  to  invest  the  scenes  with 
the  same  quantum  of  the  picturesque  which  the  former  possesses.  The 
poi:traits  given  in  the  present  two  Numbers  are,  Minna,  Phoebe  Mayflower, 
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and  Margaret  Rams^iy.  No.  17,  if  not  the  best  of  the  whole  series,  is  one  of 
the  very  best  at  least.  To  the  portraits  of  Brenda  and  Lady  Augusta, 
(both  attractive,)  are  added  views  of  Heriot's  Hospital,  Castle  Rushin, 
and  Peel  Castle,  all  extremely  pleasing  effective  pictures,  and  extremely 
well  executed.  The  White  Lady  and  Green  Mantle,  flourish  in  No.  18, 
concerning  whom  our  emotions  are  already  expressed.  There  is  a  view 
of  Liverpool,  as  it  was  in  the  olden  time,  by  S.  Austin,  with  which  we 
are  much  pleased.  Roberts  gives  a  drawing  of  the  Tower  of  London  in 
1 670,  and  Prout  of  the  city  of  Tours  in  France ;  we  can  hardly  repress  a 
slice  of  villany  on  the  occasion, — the  latter  gentleman  has  for  once  tried 
his  hand  at  a  bit  of  "  distance''  and  failed-— When  was  it  painted  ? 

Landscape  Iixustrations  of  Lord  Bybon.    Part  14. 

Mr.  Turner's  vignette  of  Parnassus,  and  the  Castalian  spring,  is — he 
can  paint  nothing  that  is  not — exquisite ;  the   other,    "  the  Field  of 
Waterloo,"  is  not  so  pleasing;  but  that  is  Nature's  fault  apparently, 
not  Turner's.    The  portrait  of  Percy  B.  Shelley  disappoints  us ;  there  is 
a  wildness  in  the  eye  and  the  Byronized  shirt  collar,  and  a  certain  look 
of  abstraction,  which  indeed  are  not  very  common,  but  we  see  nothing  of 
that  intellect,  that  richness  of  spirit,  that  fulness  of  soul,  which  made  his 
name  famous.     Stanfield  presents  us  with  a  fearful  picture  of  the  Dun. 
geon  of  Chillon,  the  effect  much  heightened  by  the  introduction  of  two 
captives ;  and  with  an  animated  and  bustling  view  of  the  Rialto,  a  scene 
not  absolutely   sickening  from  repetition,  because  coming   from   him. 
Hoppner's  well-known  painting  of  Petrarch's  house,  very  sweetly  en- 
graved, and  a  drawing  by  Purser  of  Diodati,  the  residence  of  Byron, 
full  of  sun  and  summer  sleepiness,  form  the  whole  of  Part  14,  with  which 
the  subscribers  will  have  some  difficulty  in  finding  fault. 


MUSIC. 

The  Red  Rover's  Song.     The  words  by  Edmund  Smith,  Esq.     The  Mu- 
sic by  the  Chevalier  Sigismund  Neukomm.    London :  Goulding  &  Co. 

This  it  a  proper  aong — bold,  joyous,  and  characteristic.  The  poetry  is  full  of  the 
thoughts  that  breathe^  and  the  words  that  bum.  The  reckless  daring  of  the  Rover 
is  vented  forth  with  singular  force  and  animation : — 

The  skies  may  frown,  or,  be  they  fair. 
We  little  look,  and  less  we  care ; 
And  gaily  sail  our  track  to  keep, 
Upon  the  proud  and  peerless  deep. 
The  land  we  loathe,  the  sea  we  love, 
For  joys  it  hath,  all  joys  above. 

With  such  a  theme  before  him,  Neukomm  has  aroused  the  best  energies  of  his  ge- 
nius. The  music  is  truly  excellent  Simplicity  marks  the  invention  and  conduct  of 
the  melody;  but  the  strain  is  heartfelt  and  inspiriting,  and  the  accompainiment  bounds 
along  in  a  spirit  congenial  to  the  sentiments. 

Old  KiNG  Tiue  !     The  words  by  Edmund  Smith,  Esq.     Composed  by 
John  Bamett.     London :  George  &  Manby. 

Here  is  a  work  of  nerve  and  masculine  vigour ;  but  it  must  bend  the  knee  to 
«  King  Death.**    <'  King  Time*'  aspires  to  belong  to  the  class  which  Neukomm  has 
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t9  powerftillf  called  into  existence — and  of  which  «  King  Death**  il  the  founder,  and, 
if  we  nUatake  not,  the  finisher  also.  That  latter  song  is  like  to  he  the  Alpha  and 
Omega  of  all  such  attempts.— -JMort  d^wirat  omma. . 

The  Bucoaitebr's  Song.    The  words  b7  Edmund  Smith,  Esq.    Composed 
by  John  Barnett.     London :  George  &  Manby. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Mr.  Barnett  adrenturing  beyond  the  beaten  track  of  Tronbadonrt 
and  Sei-enaders.  The  Buccaneer's  is  a  fine  manly  song,  with  excellent  words,  and 
well  adapted  music* 

Meet  me  'neath  the  Linden  Tree.    A  Song,  written  and  composed  by 
John  Barnett.     London :  Goulding  &  Co. 

Here  we  hare  Mr.  Barnett  both  as  poet  and  musician,  and  his  appearance  in  both 
characters  is  reputable.  The  words  are  prettily  strung  together,  and  convey,  if  not 
original,  at  least  pleasing  thoughts,  which  foil  softly  upon  the  ear,  as  we  listen  to 
the  melody  that  bears  them  along. 

That  Lonely  Girl.    The  poetry  by  Edmund  Smith,  Esq.    Composed 
^    by  J.  A.  Barnett.     London :  Goulding  &  Co. 

This  Ballad  is  not  much  to  our  taste.  The  air  is  commonplace,  and  the  poet  it 
in  ecstatics  about  a  '<  heayenly  creature,*'  the  Chloe,  we  suppose,  of  some  Billy  Lacka* 
day  of  VauxhalL 

Three  Prooressive  Rondinos    for  the  Piano-Forte.    Composed  and 
arranged  by  J.  T.  Surenne.    Edinburgh  :  Robertson. 

These  are  clever  and  agreeable  pieces.  The  themes  are  selected  from  popular  com. 
posers,  and  are  wrought  up  with  considerable  taste,  and  knowledge  of  effect. 


THE  DRAMA. 

Covent-Gabdev  has  closed  its  doors  against  tho  drama— ibr  ever  or  for  how  long 
none  can  say.  Laporte  has  philosophically  rattedy  and  left  it  and  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vants  to  perish  together  if  they  like;  he  betaking  himself  wholly  to  the  King*a 
Theatre,  they — ^partly  to  the  Olympic,  partly  to  the  Poor-house.  Laporte  has  bem 
terribly  abused  about  the  matter ;  but  the  Frenchman  d^rves  no  blame.  Why  should 
he  lose  his  money  for  the  sake  of  the  English  public  ?  There  is  not  one  individual 
in  all  the  public  that  would  fling  him  a  shilling  in  his  need,  without  being  secure  of 
his  shilling's  worth  in  return.  What  call  upon  him  have  the  public  to  continue  per* 
formances  by  which  he  lost  large  sums  nightly  P  None  whatever :  and  he  would  have 
been  a  fool  or  a  madman  to  do  so.  Divers  dunderheads  are  pelting  away  at  him 
fiercely  enough  for  seeking  to  palm  upon  the  public  ^  foreign  mummery  for  native 
talent,**  and  talk  large  nonsense  of  similar  value.  Yet  what  is  it  after  all  but  an  af- 
fiiir  of  private  trading  ?  The  lessors  of  Covent^Garden  Theatre  accepted  l4iporte  as 
their  tenant — and,  so  they  had  their  rental,  it  mattered  little  to  them  whether  he 
were  a  Frenchman  or  a  Caffre,  or  whether  he  got  his  bread  by  selling  summer  cab- 
bages  or  pulling  puppets.  Laporte  naturally  flies  to  the  cheapest  market;  and  if  he 
finds  that  the  public  will  not  buy  his  wares,  he,  like  a  prudent  trader,  shuts  up  shop, 
and  looks  out  for  a  better  neighbourhood  and  a  better  business  elsewhereb 

At  Drury.Lane,  German  operas  and  French  ballets  reign  exclusively  triumphant, 
and  « the  authorities**  seem  to  care  no  more  for  the  English  drama  than  their  neigh- 
hours.  Where  then  are  we  to  look  for  the  Drama  ?  Alas,  the  day !  it  has  faUea 
clean  comatose.  The  majors  have  spumed  it,  the  minors  may  not  peril  its  production, 
the  privates  find  small  favour  with  the  Lord  High  Chamberlain,  and — the  drama  ia 
departed.  Shall  we  repine,  shall  we  lament,  shall  we  predict,  shall  we  hope  ? — where, 
fore  ?  Why  repine  at  a  loss  for  which  a  capricious  public  careth  not  one  bodle  ? 
Why  lament  a  bereavement  for  which  a  fickle  public  feeleth  not  one  pang  ?  Why  pre. 
diet  events  for  the  nature  of  which  a  callous  public  hath  a  perfect  indifference  ?  Why 
hope  a  change  for  which  a  foolish,  false-hearted,  reckless,  novelty-hunting,  foreigner-fos- 
tering,  shew-loving,  taste-perverted  public  seeketh  by  no  manner  of  means  ?  Alas^ 
poor  Drama,  nothing  now  is  left  us  but  the  minors,  and  what  cm  they  ?  Burleitas, 
vol*.  III. — NO.  XV.  2  G 
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melodrama,  TaudeTillet,  interludci,  eztnvaguiaai,  nouaenzM,  and  <«  pieces,*'  to 
which  even  the  authora  can  gire  no  definable  name^  may  flicker  a  while  in  their 
peimy-candle  biightneai,  and  then  be  snulEBd  oat ;  but  the  Drama — the  poor  dear,  en- 
tranced Drama ^thc  regular,  the  legitimate^  the  true,  the  English — is  left  for  the 

resuscitating  care  of  a  coming  generation. 

Sheridan  Knowles,  the  Only  living  dramatic  writer  anybody '  knows  of  in  thia 
country  who  doet  write,  produced  his  **  Wife**  to  reclaim  the  people  from  the  meretri. 
clouanen  of  their  wayi  t  ftnd  a  beautiAil  creature  she  was !  Those  who  wmw  her,  saw 
her  worth,  for  she  was  a  choice  production ;  but  even  she  waa  deserted.  The  public 
would  none  of  her,  and  then  neglected  her.  The  portals  of  Covcnt-Garden  were  conse* 
quently  closed,  and  she  sought  sanctuary  in  the  Olympic.  Thither,  aluo,  went  <^  the 
company,**  Covent-Garden  company !  And  who  are  they? — the  Diddears,  and  Invins, 
and  Mears,  and  Matthews,  and  a  troop  of  nobodies  that  nobody  ever  knew.  There 
are  Ellen  Tree,  and  Knowles,  and  Warde,  and  two  or  three  more,  who  are  identified 
with  Covent-Garden  certainly,  and  may  claim  companionship  with  certain  illustrious 
names ;  but  when  we  behold  an  array  of  personages  glorying  in  the  name  of  Pain, 
Heath,  Henry,  and  so  forth,  of  whom  the  world  is  in  deepest  ignorance,  the  inquiry 
naturally  arises  of  what  is  the  <<  Covent-Garden  company**  at  present  composed  ?  Lia- 
ton.  Power,  and  divers  others  oftheexaltedareout  of  the  question,  for  they  occasionally  • 

come  forward  to  do  the  charitable,  and  that  is  the  extent  of  their  association ;  but 

We  cannot  help  smiling  at  the  ^  Covent-Garden  company,**  and  their  attonpt  to  fan 
into  activity  the  English  Drama.  The  fact  ia,  the  play-going  folks  have  outlived  their 
liking  for  it,  it  is  no  longer  the  fashion,  and  novelty  is  the  order  of  the  day — novelty 
at  any  price;  for  money, even  in  these  alleged  days  of  pauperism,  is  of  small  considera- 
tion. 

While  nine-tenths  of  our  English  performers  are  starving  qr  8tar\'ed,  foreigners  are 
flourishing.  Paganini,  who  ought  to  be  yelled  off  the  stage  of  an  English  theatre 
and  whom  no  Englishman  should  listen  to^  is  again  amongst  us  ;  and,  such  is  the  su- 
pineness  and  folly  of  the  English  people,  will  again  filch  a  ftvr  thousands  from  their 
pockets,  no  doubt.  Report  says  that  Pasta  and  Malibran  are  severally  to  receive  two 
thousand  guineas  for  their  <<  season**  here.  We  all  know  what  Taglioni  and  Schroeder 
Devrient  will  *'  fetch**  in  money;  and  thus  are  thousands  of  mortal  English  guineas 
showered  down  upon  foreigners,  and  about  to  be  withdrawn  from  English  circulation, 
without  one  fraction  deducted  for  the  purchase  of  a  travelling  passport  for  the  re- 
mainder— (My  Lord  AUhorp,  why  do  you  not  have  an  eye  to  thisspecies  of  excunionary 
property  ?)-— and  our  own  poor  devils  of  artists  going  to  the  dogs,  pennyless  and  uo- 
pitied. 

*  Bunn  has  been  successful  in  his  tender  for  the  sovereignty  of  Dmry-Lane,  and,  if 
rumour  is  to  be  credited,  of  Covent-Garden.  In  the  name  of  all  that  is  staggering, 
vthat  is  he  going  to  do  ?  The  people  of  an  oppressed  nation  can  hardly  await  with 
more  feveiish  anxiety  the  appointment  of  a  new  king  or  an  amended  constitution,  than 
do  play-^oing  folks  in  their  anticipations  of  the  doings  of  a  new  lessee  under  ordinary 
circumstances  ;  but  this  is  a  fact  so  especial  and  so  inconceivable,  that  wonderment 
becomes  mute,  and  prognostication  madness.     Let  us  wait  patiently. 

The  Covent-Garden  Company  are  going  on  swimmingly  at  the  Olympic ;  and  we  do 
hope  that  the  patronage  they  have  hitherto  experienced  will  be  extended  and  continu- 
ed.    <<  The  Wife**  is  a  crutch  of  no  mean  support  to  them.      It  is  very  creditable  to 
the  feelings  of  some  of  the  Stars  that  they  have  proffered  and  are  giving  their  gratui- 
tous assistance.     That  barren-hearted  Baron,  the  Italian  fiddler,  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstance,  were  it  only  to  excite  his  measureless  astonishment. 
Laporte,  at  the  King*s  Theatre,  is  rapidly  retrieving  his  losses  at  Covent-Garden. 
He  has  gofan  excellent  corps,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  Pasta,  the  incomparable;  she 
is  carrying  all  before  her.     At  the  Haymarket,  the  productions  of  Buckstone,  and  the 
acting  of  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Humby,  Mrs.  Glover,  Dowton,  Elton,  and  the  author  have 
prov^  highly  attractive.   Mr.  Arnold  provides  at  the  Adelphi  such  a  palatable  bill  of 
fore,  as  secures  him  the  nightly  attendance  of  plenty  of  visiten ;  he  and  our  old  friend 
Matthews,  (who  is  once  more  <'  at  home**  to  every  body,  and  every  body  is  accepting 
the  invite  of  amrse^)  alternating  throughout  the  week.     Miss  Kelly  has  closed  her 
first  season  at  the  Strand,  and  wo  are  pleased  indeed  to  hear  it  has  proved  a  most  suc- 
cessful one.       With  the  enterprise  to  attempt  so  hazardous  an  undertaking,  she 
brought,  what  few  women  but  herself  could  bring,  the  talent  by  which  alone  it  could 
be  accomplished.     At  Astley*s  the  indecencies  of  the  clown  preclude  the  presence  of 
women ;  and  at  Sadler*s  Wells  the  house  is  nightly  filled  from  the  cleverness  of  the 
pieces  and  the  excellent  acting  of  the  performers.      «  The  Wifo**  has  been  produced 
there  in  a  style  we  could  not  have  supposed  a  minor  capable  of  doing. 
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THK    PARLIAlfSyT. 

House  of  Cohmows The  proceed. 

ings  in  Parliament,  during  the  month, 
have  been  of  more  than  usual  importance. 
The  qnestions  of  the  Currency,  Vote  by 
Ballot,  the  Com  Laws,  the  House  and 
Window  Ehities,  and  West  India  Slavery, 
have  been  all  under  discussion ;  and  some 
of  them  have  beea  disposed  of,  if  not  fin. 
ally,  at  least  &r  the  present  session.  On 
the  22d  April,  Mr.  Matthias  Attwood 
brought  forward  his  long.expected  mo- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  t«  inquire  into  the  distresses 
of  the  country,  and  how  far  they  were 
the  results  of  the  operation  of  the 
mooeUry  system,  and  to  consider  the 
effect  produced  by  that  system  «  on  the 
Ajcricultural,  Manufacturing,  and  Com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country.**  The 
object  of  Mr.  Attwood  was  to  effect  an  al- 
teration  in  the  cnnoicy,  but  be  did  not 
atate  in  what  mode  or  to  what  extent  he 
would  make  the  alteration.  He  asserted 
that  all  classes  of  the  community  were  in 
a  state  of  unprecedented  distress,  and  that 
this  general  suffering  was  to  be  attributed 
to  Peers  Bill  of  1819,  which  restored  cash 
payments ;  and  the  subsequent  contraction 
of  the  curreocy  by  the  withdrawal  of  one 
pound  notes  in  England  in  1826.  Lord 
Althorp  opposed  the  motion,  as  leading  to 
a  course  of  robbery  and  confiscation.  He 
maintained  that,  though  we  might  increase 
the  amount  of  currency  in  this  country, 
we  could  not  increase  it  in  other  countries ; 
and  that  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
our  gold  currency  would  pass  from  this 
country  abroad,  and  then  there  would  be  a 
run  on  the  banlc,  which  would  end  either 
in  a  stoppage  or  another  restriction  act 
He  also  stated,  that  if  the  motion  were  car- 
ried, every  one  would  instantly  demand 
payment  in  gold,  which  would  cause  a  run 
upon  the  banks,  which  no  establishment 
could  withstand.  In  order  to  put  the 
question  of  the  currency  at  rest,  and  to  as- 
certain  whether  the  House  was  prepared 
to  snpport  the  present  standard  of  value, 


his  Lordship  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
any  alteration  of  the  monetary  system  of 
the  country,  which  would  have  the  effisct 
of  lowering  the  standard  of  value,  would 
be  highly  inexpedient  Mr.  Grote  second* 
ed  the  motion.  He  denied  that  the  dis- 
tress was  general  and  severe.  He  shewed 
that  there  had  been  fewer  bankruptcies 
annually,  since  the  passing  of  Peel's  Bill, 
than  formerly,  that  the  poor's  rate  had  not 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  population^ 
and  that  the  amount  of  Bank  of  England 
paper  in  circulation  had  been  augmented 
of  late  years.  After  a  debate,  which  lasted 
three  days,  and  during  which  Mr.  Ponlett 
Thomson,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel,  distin- 
guished themselves,  Mr.  Attwood's  motion 
was  rejected  by  331  to  139,  and  Lord 
Althorp's  amendment  was  afterwards  car.^ 
ried  by  304  to  49. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  the  25th 
April,  on  the  Vote  by  Ballot.  The  qnes<» 
tion  was  moved  in  a  forcible  speech  bf 
Mr.  Grote,  which  completely  exhausted 
the  subject.  liOrd  Althorp  found  him- 
self in  one  of  the  dilemmas,  in  which  his 
opposition  to  measures,  as  Minister,  which 
he  advocated  when  in  opposition,  has  so 
often  placed  him.  He  had  voted  for  Mr. 
O'Conneirs  motion  for  the  Ballot,  and 
had  repeatedly  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  it;  but  he  now  asserted  that  great 
practical  evils  must  exist  before  he  could 
adopt  so  great  a  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  order  to  remedy  them ;  and  as  he 
did  not  conceive  such  evils  existed  to  any 
considerable  extent,  under  the  reformed 
representation,  he  opposed  the  motion. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  went  over  all  the  old  ob- 
jections to  the  Ballot,  which  have  so  of- 
ten been  refuted,  and  maintained  that 
last  year  it  was  understood  that  no  fur- 
ther  changes  should  be  made  on  our  Par. 
liamentary  representation,  until  the  new 
system  had  a  fair  triaL  Considering  that 
it  was  the  first  time  this  great  Constitu. 
tional  Question  had  been  brought  before 
the  Reformed  Parliament,  the  minority 
was  as  large  as  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, the  division  against  the  motion 

beinfU  to      06. 
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On  the  26th  April,  Miniflcniim  with  a  importaaoe  to  implant  induitrioiii  mad 
rery  aoexpectad  defeat  <m  the  Malt  duty.  ecoDomical  liabits,  in  this  larige  body  of 
The  Hoiue  wai  about  to  go  into  a  Com-  the  people.  With  this  view,  Mr.  Slaney 
mittee  of  Supply,  when  the  Marquis  of  obtained  leare  on  the  25th  April,  to  bring 
Chandos  mored  a  resolution  to  the  effect,  in  a  bill  to  enable  manufacturen  and  me- 
that  the  interests  of  the  agriculturists  chanics  to  ensure  themselves  against  tcm- 
should  be  duly  considered  in  any  reduc*  porafy  want  of  employment,  by  giving 
tion  of  the  taxation.  On  the  division,  them  facilities  fur  creating  a  safe  joint- 
there  appeared  a  majority  for  Ministers,  fund.  The  benefit  of  such  funds,  is  dis- 
who  oppMed  the  resolution,  of  28, — 90Tot-  tinctly  shewn  in  the  case  of  the  tailon, 
ing  for  it,  and  118  against  it.  Sir  Wil-  who  obtain  relief  from  them,  when  out  of 
liam  Ingilby  then  moved  that  the  duty  on  employment ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
malt  be  reduced  from  20b.  8d.  to  lOs.  a  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  the  tailors 
quarter.  This  motion  was  strenuously  applying  for  parochial  assistance, 
resisted  by  Lord  Althorp,  and  Lord  John  A  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
Russell,  yet  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  public  mind  of  late  years,  regarding  the 
of  162  to  152,  learing  Ministers  in  a  mi-  necessity  of  Poor  Laws  for  Ireland.  It  is 
norityof  10.  In  consequence  of  this  vote,  now  generally  admitted  to  be  a  measure, 
ft  very  geueral  expectation  was  entertained  not  only  imperatively  called  for,  to  pre- 
ihat  Ministers  would  resign ;  and  it  is  un-  serve  the  poorer  classes  of  the  Irish  from 
derstood  that  Earl  Grey  tendered  his  re-  starvation ;  but  also  to  prevent  the  work** 
signation  to  the  King,  who  refused  to  ac-  ing  classes  in  this  coimtry,  being  reduced 
cept  of  it.  The  very  unusual  device  was  to  a  similar  state  of  d^radation  with  the 
however  fallen  upon  of  bringing  the  ques-  Irish  labourers.  The  immigration  of 
tion  again  under  the  consideration  of  the  Irish  into  Britain  was  calculated,  many 
House ;  and,  on  the  30th  April,  Lord  Al-  years  ago^  by  Dupin,  to  amount  to  a  mil- 
thorp  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  Sir  lion  since  the  commencement  of  the  cen- 
John  Key*8  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  tury ;  and  since  the  date  of  his  calculation 
House  and  Window  duties,  that  the  defi-  it  is  not  improbable  that  another  million 
ciency  of  the  revenue,  which  would  be  has  arrived.  The  rate  of  wages  of  the 
occasioned  by  the  reduction  of  the  Malt  Scotch  and  English  labourer  has  been 
duty,  and  the  repeal  of  the  House  and  sensibly  affected,  by  so  numerous  a  body 
Window  duties,  could  only  %e  supplied  of  competitors.  Much  expense  is  iucur- 
by  a  tax  on  property  and*  income,  which  red  in  many  parishes  in  the  west  of  Eng- 
would  at  present  be  inexpedienL  None  land,  by  the  re-conveyanoe  of  Iri«h  pan- 
of  the  mem  ben  of  the  House,  except  Mr.  pers  back  to  their  own  country,  which  in 
Hume^  appeared  to  have  thought  of  dis-  numerous  instances  is  a  useless  task,  as 
puting  the  assumption,  that  a  property  they  return  without  delay  to  Britain ;  and^ 
and  income  tax  must  necessarily  be  re-  indeed,  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  commit, 
sorted  to,  in  the  circumstance  contemplat-  tees  have  been  organized  for  ridding  the 
ed.  But  Mr.  Hume  satisfactorily  shewed  country  of  paupers,  by  sending  tlicm  to 
that  there  was  no  such  necessity  for  a  pro-  England  and  Scotland.  The  time  ther^ 
perty  and  income  tax.  The  House  seemed  fore  appears  to  have  arrived  for  the  ex- 
however  desirous  to  extricate  the  Minis-  tension  of  a  modified  system  of  Poor  Laws 
try  in  any  way  from  the  embarrassment  to  Ireland ;  and  it  might  have  been  ex- 
in  which  the  vote  had  placed  them  ;  and  at  pected  that  Ministers  would  have  been 
the  sacrifice  of  its  own  consistency  and  cha-  prepared  to  brin  g  forward  such  a  measure 
racter  for  independence,  the  amendment  On  Mr.  Richard,  however,  bringing  the 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  355,  to  157.  matter  before  Parliament,  it  appeared 
In  this  manner  was  the  vote  on  Sir  W.  that  Ministers  had  not  made  up  their 
Ingilby  *s  motion  virtually  rescinded ;  but  minds  on  the  subject;  and  accordingly,  for 
the  course  adopted,  has  shewn  distinctly  the  purpose  of  evading  the  question^-for 
ihat  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  it  could  hardly  be  with  any  other  object — 
the  present  Parliament,  are  the  mere  fol-  an  amendment  ^noved  by  Lord  Althorp 
lowers  of  the  Ministry,  ready  at  their  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
beck  to  vote  as  they  are  desired,  and  pos-  Inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  poorer 
aessing^  as  little  real  independence  as  the  classes  in  Ireland,  and  into  the  various 
members  of  the  boroughmonger  Parlia-  institutions  existing  for  their  relief,  was 
ments.  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  great  increase  of  our  manufactur-  Of  late  years  the  great  inequality  of  the 

itig  industry,  has  necessarily  occasioned  an  pi-essureof  the  taxesonthe  higher  and  lower 

immense  addition  to  our  manufacturing  orders  has  often  been  shewn.     This  ine- 

population,  which  has  increased  in  a  much  quality  is  nowhere  more  apparent  than 

greater  ratio,  than  the  general  population  in  the  case  of  the  stamp  duties;  for  the 

of  the  country.     It  is  therefore  of  great  ate  of  assessment,  with  very  few  excep- 
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ticms,  indeed,  becomes  heavier  and  heavier  of  course,  a  hoou  to  fhe  agricultural  inter* 

as  the  value  of  the  property  conveyed,  est,  at  the  expense  of  the  general  body  of 

money  paid  or  lent,  &c,  diminishes.  This  the  community. 

was  completely  established    by  a  long        The  Irish  Church  Refbrm  Bill if  it 

aeries  of  resolutions,  which  were  moved    deserves  the  name is  making  its  way 

by  Mr.  Cobbett,  on  the  3d  May.    These  slowly  thiough  the  House.    The  oppoei- 

reaolutions  were  founded  exclusively  on  tion  it  meets  with  is  much  feebler  than 

the    stamp    acts  themselves,   and    were  could  have  been  expected.     Its  opponents 

therefore  undeniable.      Mr.  Spring  Rice,  have  neither  arguments  nor  numbers  to 

liowever,  attempted  to  shew  that  they  muster  against  it,  and  it  was  read  a  second 

were  erroneous,  by  a  number  of  calcula-  time  on  Monday,  the  6th  May,  by  a  ma- 

tions  which  were  more  creditable  to  his  jority  of  317  to  ^8.    On  the  10th  May, 

ingenuity  than   his  candour;    and   the  the  Dutch  question  was  brought  before 

House  being  very  willing  to  be  convinced  Parliament  by  Alderman  Thompson*     It 

that  a  suiBcient  proportion  of  the  taxa-  was  contended  by  him,  and  those  who 

tion  was  thrown  upon  their  shoulders,  re-  supported  his  views,  that  the  injury  sus- 

jected  the  resolutions,  by  a  majority  of  tained  by  Britain  by  the  embargo,  wal 

260  to  20.    The  discussion  cannot  fail,  much  greater  than  that  sustained  by  Hol- 

however,  to  produce  some  beneficial  ef-  land ;  but  they  entirely  failed  in  establisho 

fects.    A  consolidated  stamp  act  is  now  ing  this  averment     Indeed,  many  of  the 

preparing,  and  as  Mr.  Spring  Rice  admit-  arguments  and  statements  brought  for- 

ted  that  the  Stamp  Laws  required  amend-  ward   ^vere  contradictory,   and   nothing 

ment,  we  can  hanily  doubt  that  the  gross  could  exceed  the  hardihood  of  assertion 

injustice  which  now  pervades  them  will  displayed  by  the  opponents  of  Ministers. 

be  In  some  degree    removed.      Colonel  But  as  we  believe  not  a  single  new  argu- 

Torrens,  on  the  2d  May,  moved  the  repeal  ment  to  prove  the  expediency  or  inexpe- 

of  the  taxes  which  lower  the  profits  of  diency  of  the  measure  was  brought  for« 

capital  and  the  wages  of  labour,  and  he  ward,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enter 

explained  at  great  length  the  operation  of  into  the  subject. 

these  taxes,  and  of  a  property  tax.     The  A  committee  was,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 

question  seemed,  however,  to  excite  very  Althorp,  appointed  on  the  7th  May,  to  in- 

fittle  interest  in  the  House,  and  was  ne-  quire  into  the  management  of  the  Woods 

gatived  without  a  division.  and  Forests,  and   the   Revenues  derived 

Mr.   Hume  continues    to  distinguish  from   them.     For  what  good  reason  it 

himself  as  the  watchful  guardian  of  the  would  be  difiicult  to  explain,  the  Duchies 

public  pnne.     But  we  regret  to  observe  of  Cornwall  and  Lancaster  are  not  in- 

that  his  efforts  are  attended  with  as  little  eluded  in  the  inquiry.     If  the  committee 

eflTect  in  this,  as  in  preceding  Parliaments,  does  its  duty,  which  we  cannot  doubt,  we 

Unless  a  large  reduction  can  be  made  in  may  expect  an  extraordinary  exposure  of 

the  expenditure  of  our  army,  it  is  in  vain  to  mismanagement.     As  long  as  the  Woods 

expect  any  eflectual  relief  from  our  bur-  and  Forests  are  managed  by  Government, 

dens.    Yet  all  Mr.  Hume*s  attempts  to  we  do  not  expect  that  the  returns  from 

cut  down  this  expenditure  have  been  de-  them  will  ever  be  equal  to  what  they  ought 

ftated  by  great  Ministerial  majorities ;  to  be ;  for  the  numerous  officers  employed 

and  a  larger  army  is  now  kept  on  foot  in  the  management  will  always  exhaust  a 

than  during  the  time  of  the  Wellington  great  proportion  of  the  Revenue.    Com- 

administration.     A  committee  has,  how-  mittees  to  inquire  into  the  agricultural 

ever,  been  appointed,  on  the  motion  of  and  commercial  distresses,  have  also  been 

Lord  Ebrington,  to  inquire  into  jobbing  appointed,  which  have  already  commenced 

in  the  army,  from  which  we  hope  that  their  labours, 

beneficial  results  may  be  expected.  Nothing  has  disappointed  the  people 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  Lord  Al-  more  in  the  proceedings  of  the  present 
thorp's  Budgets  are  always  Ikperimental,  Parliament,  than  the  lenity  which  has 
and  the  present  Is  not  an  exception  from  been  shewn  to  unmerited  sinecures  and  pen- 
the  remark.  The  graduated  scale  of  the  sions.  We  hope,  however,  that  it  will  be 
advertisement  duty  was  almost  unani-  at  length  seen  that  the  public  are  as  de- 
monsly  reprobated ;  and  there  is  now  to  serving  of  commiseration,  as  those  who 
be  a  fixed  duty  of  one  shilling  and  six-  plunder  them  without  mercy.  Lord 
pence  on  each  advertisement.  Changes  on  Home  never  performed  any  public  services 
the  House  and  Window  duties,  different  to  entitle  him  to  receive  any  part  of  the 
from  those  at  first  contemplated,  have  public  Revenue;  but  then  he  is  closely  con- 
been  announced  by  his  Lordship,  but  it  nected  with  the  Buccleuch  family,  and 
were  a  useless  task  to  enter  into  an  ex-  has  therefore  held  a  sinecure  office  of 
planation  of  them  till  they  are  agreed  to  L.276,  10s.,  since  the  year  1792.  His 
by  the  House.  The  duty  on  agricultural  son  also,  who  was  one  of  the  Under  Se- 
insunmces  is  to  be  given  up.    This  is,  cretaries  of  State,  during  the  Wellington 
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•dminiitimtiott,  for  »  year  or  tm,  hold*  <<  2.  That  it  U  ezpcdicDt  that  all  ohil- 

the  office  of  Chamberlain  of  Ettrick  Fo-  dren  bom  after  the  paving  of  any  Act,  «r 

reaty  for  which  he  receives  L.300  a-year,  who  shall  be  under  the  afeof  six  years  at 

the  rents  to  be  collected  being  L.230.  The  the  time  of  passing  any  Act  of  Parliament 

salary  originally  was  L.dOO  Scotch,  or  for  this  purpose,  Im  declared  free — subject, 

L<8,  12s«,  sterling.     The  office  was  given  nevertheless,  to   such   temporary  restric* 

by  George  IV.,  for  the  term  of  Lord  Dun-  tions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  their 

glasses  life ;  but  as  it  is  part  of  the  heredi-  support  and  maintenance, 

tary  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  it  could  not  *'  3.  That  all  persons  now  slaves  be  en. 

be  granted  beyond  the  lifetime  of  the  so-  titled  to  be  registered  as  apprenticed  la- 

vereign  who  made  the  grant.     A  commis-  bourers,  and  to  acquire  thereby  all  the 

sion  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  has  rights  and  privileges  of  fireemen,  subject 

been  granted  to  inquire  into  the  legality  to  the  restriction  of  labouring  under  oon- 

of  the  grant,  and  there  is  strong  reason  ditions  and  for  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  Par- 

for  supposing  that  it  will  be  set  aside.  liament,  for  their  present  owners. 

It  is  a  Kmarkable  circumstance  that  ^*  4.  That  to  provide  against  the  risk  of 
although  a  public  register  for  titles  to  loss  which  proprietors  in  his  Majesty's 
estates,  and  encumbrances  affecting  them,  colonial  possessions  might  sustain  by  the 
has  been  established  in  Scotland,  and  in  abolitionofslavery,  his  Majesty  be  enabled 
some  parts  of  England  for  some  centuries,  to  advance,  by  way  of  loan,  to  be  raised 
and  that  great  benefit  has  been  found  to  from  time  to  time,  a  sum  not  exoeed- 
attend  it,  no  general  register  for  England  iug  iu  the  whole,  L.  15,00(^000,  to  be  re- 
has  ever  been  established.  During  the  paid  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  rate  of 
last  Parliament  a  committee  of  the  House  interest,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  Fsrlia- 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  ment. 

and  their  report  contains  much  curious  '*  &.  That  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to  de> 

information.     Great  difference  of  opinion  fray  any  such  expense  as  he  may  incur  in 

exists  as  to  the  benefit  of  a  general  regis,  establishing  an  efficient  stipendiary  noia- 

ter  in  England ;  and  the  bill  which  has  gistracy  in  the  colonies,  and  in  aiding  the 

been  brought  in  by  Mr.  W.  Brougham,  local  legislatui*e8  in  providing  for  the  reli* 

to  establish  such  a  register,  is  likely  to  gious  and  moral  education  of  the  negro 

meet  with  great  opposition,  but  we  believe  population  to  be  emancipated.^ 

if  it  pass  into  law,  our  southern  neigh-  The  apprenticeship  it  is  proposed  should 

hours  will  soon  be  convinced  of  the  great  last  12  years,  and  the  apprentice  is  to  be 

value  and  importance  of  a  general  regis-  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  He 

ter,  in  giving  security  to  titles  to  land.  is  to  work  10  hours  a-day,  7i  for  his  maa- 

As  a  proof  the  progi-ess  of  a  more  liberal  ter,  and  24  for  himself,  for  which  last  he 
spirit  on  the  part  of  Parliament,  we  may  is  to  be  entitled  to  wages.  It  is  for  thi# 
notice  that  Mr.  Pease,  a  Quaker,  was  al-  one-fourth  of  his  time  that  the  fifteen  mil- 
lowed  to  serve  on  an  election  committee  lions,  which  will  in  all  probability  turn 
without  being  sworn,  but  merely  on  giving  out  to  be  a  gift  to  the  planters,  are  to  be  ad- 
fa  is  solemn  affirmation  ;  and  Lord  Mor.  vanccd.  The  master  is  to  be  deprived  of 
peth  unanimously  obtained  leave,  on  the  8th  the  right  of  fioggiug  his  slave.  With  re^ 
May,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  Quakers  gard  to  children  under  six  years  of  age,  it 
and  Moravians,  to  make  an  affirmation  is  proposed  that  they  should  be  maintain- 
in  all  cases  where  an  oath  is  at  present  ed  by  their  parents,  or  if  not,  that  they 
required.  should  become  apprentices  to  the  masters 

During  the  whole  session  numerous  of  their  parents,  the  males  till  24,  and  the 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  have  females  till  20,  in  consideration  of  food, 
been  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia-  clothing,  and  education.  It  is  farther  un- 
ment.  Immediate  abolition  is  demanded,  derstood  that  the  Colonies  are  to  have  the 
except  in  a  few  cases  where  the  planter^s  monopoly  of  the  sugar  market  during  the 
scheme  of  gradual  emancipation,  by  which  twelve  yeai;^  while  the  scheme  is  in  opera- 
it  is  hoped  to  put  off  the  evil  day,  has  tion.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  resolu- 
been  adopted.  On  the  14th  May,  Mr.  tions  were  strongly  opposed  by  Loi-d  How- 
Stanley  brought  forward  the  Government  ick,  the  son  of  the  Premier ;  but  they  were 
plan  of  Emancipation,  which  is  contained  agreed  to  without  a  division,  upon  the  ex- 
in  the  following  resolutions  : —  press  understanding,  that  the  House  was 

"  1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com.  not  pledged  to  the  details  of  the  measure, 

mittee  that  immediate  and  effectual  mea-  The  farther  disaission  of  the  question  was 

sures  be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  postponed  io  the  30th  May,  but  it  is  ge- 

slavery   throughout   the  colonies,   under  nerally  understood  that  nothing  fiirtlier 

-such  provisions  for  regulating  the  condi-  will   be  done  upon  it  during  the  session, 

tion  of  the  negroes  as  may  combine  their  that  sufficient  time  may  be  allowed  for  the 

welfare  with  the  interests  of  the  proprie-  due  consideration  of  this  important  que^ 

tors.  tion.                                                1 
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Sir  Andrew  Agnew's  Bill  for  the  better    place  in  it,  and  the  sitting!  do  not  in  ge- 
obaerrance  of  the  Sabbath  has  been  a  fer-    neral  occupy  above  an  hour  or  tw<K    So 
tile  tabject  for  sqalba  and  caricaturea.    little  business  has  been  done,  that   for 
The  puritanical  spirit  which  distinguishes    whole  weeks  we  And  nothing  worthy  of 
ity  has  rendered  it  obnoxious  to  all  classes    being  noted.      On  the  30th  April,  Earl 
of  Englishmen,  and  it  would  be  impossi-    Pitxwilliam  laid  certain  resolutions  rela- 
ble  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect.  The    tive  to  the  Com  Laws  on.  the  table.  These 
motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill    resolutions  consist  of  statements  of  the 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  79  to  73»    price  of  com  at  different  times,  at  home, 
Although  the  Bill  has  beni  lost  for  the    in  places  exporting  com,  and  in  places 
present  session,  there  is  little  doubt  it  will    importing  com ;  of  the  quantity  of  foreign 
be  again  brought  forward.     On  the  17th    com  imported  into,    and    consumed  in, 
May,  Mr.  Cobbett  made  a  motion  for  an    Great  Britain;  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
address  to  his  Majesty  to  strike  Sir  Robert    com  imported ;  and  of  various  other  mat- 
PeePs  name  out  of  the  list  of  Privy  Coun->    ters  connected  with  the  com   trade ;  and 
cillors,  for  his  conduct  in  bringing  in  the    conclude  that  it  is  expedient  to  revise  the 
Bill  for  restoring  cash  payments  in  1819,    Com  Laws.     The  debate  on  these  resolu- 
and  for  his  support  of  the  measure  for  the    tions  took  place  on  the  14th  May,  when 
withdrawal  of  one  pound  notes,  unaccom-    Earl  Fitzwilliam  introduced  the  subject,  in 
panied  by  any  measure  for  the  equitable    a  masterly  speech,  going  over  the  history 
adjustment  of  contracts.     Sir  Robert  de-    of  the  laws  since  1815,  and  pointing  out 
fimded  himself  with  much  address ;  and    their  injurious  consequences,  not  only  to 
when  Mr.  Cobbett  attempted  to  reply,  he    the  general  body  of  the  community,  but  to 
was  met  with  such  a  storm  of  yells,    the  agriculturists  themselves.     The  Earl 
groans,  and  coughing,  that  he  was  com-    ofRipon,  (late  Lord  Goderich,)  opposed 
pelled  to  desist.    The  motion  was  lost  by    the  resolutions  in  a  flimsy  speech,  which 
298  to  4 ;  and  subsequently  on  the  motion    did  not  at  all  answer  the  aiguments  and 
of  Lord  Althorp^  it  was  resolved  that  the    statements  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  but  the 
motion  should  not  be    entered    on  the    Peers  require  very  little  in  the  way  of 
minutes,  that  no  trace  of  it  might  remain    argument,  to  convince  them  of  the  benefit 
on  record.     Sir  J.  Whal ley's  motion  for    to  them  of  the  com  monopoly  :  and  after 
the  repeal  of  the  House  and   Window    a  remark  or  two  from  some  of  the  other 
duties,  was  fixed  for  the  8th  May,  but    Peers,    the  Resolutions  were,  negatived 
Ministers  evaded   the  question  by  pre>    without  a  division.      It  has  long  been  a 
venting  a   House    being  formed.       Sir    matter  of  complaint  with  Scotch  medical 
Samuel  has,  however,  again  given  notice    practitioners  that  a  diploma  from  a  Scotch 
of  his  motion  for  the  2l8t  May;  and  to    university  does  not  enable  them  to  prac- 
ptevent  its  meetingwith  a  like  fate,  he  is    tise  in  England.      It  appears,  however, 
to  more  a  call  of  the  House  for  that  day.    from  what  was  stated  by  Lord  Melboume, 
On  the  17th  May,  Mr.  Whitmore  brought    in  answer  to  a  question  from  the  Duke  of 
forward  his  motion  for  an  alteration  of    Hamilton,  that  medical  men,  having  an 
the  com  laws.     He  proposed  that  the  gra-    English  diploma,  are  not  entitled  to  prac* 
doated  scale  of  duties  should  be  abandon-    tise  in  Scotland ;  and  even  that  a  Glasgow 
ed,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  duty    diploma  does  not  authorize  the  holder  to 
on  wheat  should  be  fixed  at  10s. ;  rye,  6si ;    practise  in  Edinburgh,  and  vice  versa.  It 
barley,  5a. ;  and  oats,  Ss.  4d.       Lord  Al-    does  not,  therefore,  appear  that  the  Scotch 
thorp  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground    medical  men  are  likely  to  obtain  any  re- 
that  the  time  of  the  House  was  completely    lief.     When  Government  comes  to  act  on 
occupied  by  matters  of  great  importance,     the  report  of  the  commission  appointed  to 
He  at  the  same  time  stated,  that  he  was    visit  the  Scotch  universities,  the  matter 
not  an  advocate  for  the  present  system  of    will,   in   all   probability,  be  considered. 
Com  Laws,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  the    The  London  and  Birmingham  Railway 
landed  interest  benefited  so  much  by  them    Bill,  which  was  thrown  out  last  session, 
as  was  generally  imagined.     On  a  divi-    after  a  great  expense  had  been  incurred, 
flion,  there  appeared  for  the  motion,  106 ;    has  at  length  passed  both  Houses  of  Par. 
against,  305 ;  majority  for  Ministers,  199.    liament,  and  received  the  royal  assent.    It 
l^rd  Althorp  has  obtained  leave  to  bring    cannot  fail  to  produce  a  beneficial  effect 
in  a  bill  for  the  commutation  of  tithes  in    upon  the  internal  communications  of  the 
England  and  Wales,  but  the  nature  of  the    country, 
measure  has  not  been  explained.  ekolamd. 

.— ^  The  popularity  of  Ministers  continues 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  rapidly  to  decline,  and  they  are,  at  pre- 

The  House  of  Lords  is  giving  evident    sent,  hardly  held  in  higher  estimation 

symptoms  of  sinking  into  old  age.     Since    than  the  Ministry  to  which  they  succeeded. 

the  commencement  of  the  session  scarcely    This  fact  is  stixmgly  shown  by  the  difii. 

a  nogle  discussion  of  interest  has  take%-  culty  they  have  experienced  in  obtaining 
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an  Irish  Secretarf.  When  Sir  John  Key's  dagger,  by  a  man  who  was  carrying  a 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  House  and  flag,  and  three  other  policemen  or  consta* 
Window  duties  was  brought  forward.  Sir  hies  were  also  stabbed  more  or  leas  ae- 
John  Cam   Hobhonse  found  himself  so    merely.     From  the  evidence  taken  before 
awkwardly  situated,  from  his  promises  to  the  Coroner's  inquest,  it  is  dearly  eatab. 
his  constituents  to  support  the  repeal  of    lished  that  the  police  behaved  in  the  most 
these  taxes,  and  his  connexion  with  Go*  brutal  manner.     Much  blame  is  attach* 
Temment,  that  he  resigned,  not  only  his  able  to  the  authorities  for  haring  allowed 
seat,   but  his  office  of  Irish   Secretary,  the  meeting  to  assemble ;  for  nothing  ia 
This  was  no  doubt  done  with  the  view  of  clearer  than  that,  with  the  great  force  at 
extricating  himself  from  the  dilemma,  in  their  disposal,  the  vacant  space  of  ground 
which  he  found  himself,  and  in  the  ex-  might   have  been  occupied  at   an  early 
pectation  that  he  would  be  reelected  for  hour,  and  the  peace  preserved,  without 
Westminster,  and  re-appointed  to  the  Se-  having  recourse  to  the  violent  mcasnrea 
eretaryship.     Notwithstanding  all  his  ef-  which  were  adopted.     We  are  glad  to  ob- 
forts,  backed  by  the  influence  of  Govern-  serve  that  the  Coroner's  inquest  aeema  de- 
ment, however.  Sir  John  lost  his  election,  termined  to  investigate  the  whole  circum- 
Colonel  Evans,  the  radical  candidate,  being  stances  attending   this  wanton   outrage^ 
returned  by  1,996  votes,  while  Sir  John  which  has  only  been  exceeded  in  later 
Hobhouse  had  1,830,  and  Mr.  Escott,  the  times  by  the  Manchester  Massacre.    A  fall 
Tory  candidatei,  only  710.      The  iasue  of  inquiry  has  been  promised  by  Ministcn. 
this  election  has  deterred  others  from  ac*        An  extraordinary  exposure  of  the  arta 
oepting  the  Irish  Secretaryship  ;  for  Mi«  to  which  our  aristocracy  sometimes  resort, 
nisters  have  become  so  unpopular,  that  the  for  the  purpoee  of  raising  money,  has  beea 
re-election  of  a  member   becomes  very  brought  to  light  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Teyn- 
donbtful  after  connecting   himself  with  ham,  and  a  man  named  Doulan,  a  tailor 
them.     Ministers  have  also  been  defeated  by  trade,  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  the  election  of  a  representative  for  the  These  parties  have  been  convicted  of  being 
Inverness  Burghs,  vacant  by  the  death  of  guilty  of  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  pro- 
Colonel  Baillie  of  Lees ;  the  Tory  candi-  secutor,  Didimus  Langford,  of  the  sum  of 
date,  Major  Cumming  Bruce»  having  de«  1^1,400,  under  the  promise  of  obtaining  a 
foated  Mr.  Stewart  of  Belladnim,  by  a  situation  for  him  under  Government.    It 
majority  of  67  votes.  was  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  Duke  of 
A  wanton  outrage  was  committed  in  Wellington,  who  was  Premier  at  the  data 
London,  on  the  13th  of  May,  by  the  new  of  the  transaction  in  question,  that  appli- 
police.     For  some  days  previously,  pla-  cations  had  been  made  to  him  by  I»ri 
cards  were  extensively  posted  in  the  me-  Teynham  on  the  part  of  Langford,  which 
tropolis,  calling  a  meeting  to  take  the  proved  unsuccessfuL    The  defence  set  up 
preliminary  measures  for  forming  a  Na-  by  Lord  Teynham  was,  that  the  proaecu- 
tional  Convention.     An  unsigned  procla-  tor  had  lent  the  money  to  Lord  Teynham 
mation  was,  in  consequence,  issued  from  on  his  bond ;  that  it  was  no  part  of  the 
the  office  of  Home  Secretary,  declaring  that  bargain  that  a  place  was  to  be  procured  for 
the  meeting  would  be  illegal,  and  warning  him ;  but  that  Lord  Teynham,  as  a  friend, 
all  persons  from  attending  it.     Notwith-  merely  was  to  try  to  get  him  a  situation, 
standing  this  proclamation,  several  bun-  His  Lordship  has  intimated  his  intention  of 
dred  persons  assembled  at  an  early  hour,  moving  for  a  new  trial, 
and  by  two  o'clock  three  or  four  thousand        Meetings  in  the  metropolis  for  the  pur- 
persons  had  met,  on  an  open  space,  behind  pose  of  endeavouring  to  pii)cure  the  repeal 
Coldbath-flelds  Prison.     Large  bodies  of  of  the  House  and  Window  duties  continue 
the   New  Police  were  collected  in  the  to  be  held,  and  there  appears  little  doubt 
neighbourhood,  and  a  detachment  of  the  that  a  passive  resistance  against  their  pay- 
Life  Guards  was  kept  in  readiness  to  move  ment   has    been    completely    organised, 
at  a  moment's  notice.     Lord  Melbourne,  This  example  has  been  followed  by  many 
with  a  number  of  magistrates,  was  also  of  the  principal  towns  in  England  ;  and, 
in  the  vicinity.     The  chair  having  been  ere  long,  Ministers  must  lay  their  account 
taken  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Mee,  he  with  repealing  this  tax,  which  isobnoxiou% 
was  proceeding  to  address  the  meeting,  not  only  on  account  of  its  preasure,  but 
when,  without  reading  the  Riot  Act,  the  also  on  account  of  the  unfoimess  with 
proclamation,  or  even  ordering  the  meet-  which  it  is  collected.    Mr.  Spring  Rice,  no 
ing  to  disperse  an  indiscriminate  attack  doubt,  has  attempted  to  shew  that  this  in- 
was  commenced  by  a  body  of  400  police-  equality  has  been  greatly  exaggerated;  but 
men,  who  knocked  down  with  their  trun-  his  calculations,  like  those  regarding  the 
cheons  every  person  who  came  in  their  Stamp  duties,  are  more  distinguished  by 
way,  neither  sparing  age  nor  sex.     In  the  ingenuity  than  candour.     We  have  not, 
scuffle  which  ensued,  Robert  Cully,  a  po-  however,  room  to  expose  the  fallacies  of 
Uccman,  was  mortally  wounded  with  a  his  stateflnents. 
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Kcan  the  actor  died  at  Richmond  on  the  A  father  was  not  found  for  the  child  until 

morning  of  the  8th  of  May.     He  has  died  the  last  moment.     He  is  formally  declar- 

of  old  age,  at  forty.five,  his   constitution  ed   to   be   Count  Hector  Lucchcsi  Palli, 

liaving  \H\en  completely  worn  out  by  the  Prince   of    Campo    Franco,    Gentlemau 

continual  excitement,  mental  and  bodily,  in  of  the  Chamber  of  the  King  of  the  two 

M'liich  he  lived.     He  was  tho  greatest  ac-  Sicilies,  domiciliated  at  Palermo.     He  is 

Cor  v'ho  has  appeared  on  the  En<(l!sh8ta^e  Neapolitan  Envoy  at  the   Hague,  from 

since  the  days  of  Garrick,  and  leavos  no  which  place  he  has  not  been  absent  for  the 

equal   behind    him.      The  characters  of  last  twelvemonths  at  least.     For  the  du- 

Othello,  of  Shylock,  and  of  Sir  Giles  Over-  ties  he  has   undertaken  he  has  received 

reflch,  will  henceforth  be  lost  to  the  suige.  L.40,000.     The  real  father  is  believed  to 

Stocks — The  following  are  the  prices  be   Monsieur  Guiboui's,  the   confidential 

of  British  stocks,  on  the  17th  of  Mny adviser  of  the  Duchess,  who  has  almost 

Consols  for  account  88|. — Bank  stock,  195.  constantly  accompanied  her.  The  child^s 
— India  stock,  230. — Exchequer  Bills,  .51.  name  is  Anne  Marie  Rosalie.  The  Duchess 
IRELAND.  is  to  be  immediately  liberated.  This  event 
The  ministerial  prints  inform  us  that  has  thrown  the  Carlists  into  constema- 
tranquillity  has  been  nearly  restored  to  tion,  and  they  boldly  deny  the  preguaucy, 
Irdand  by  the  operation  of  the  Coercion  delivery,  and  marriage. 
AcL  We  cannot  say  that  in  perusing  the  Considerable  reinfoi-ceraents  have  been 
Irish  papers  we  c;in  perceive  any  symp-  sent  to  Oporto  both  fi'om  France  and 
toms  of  returning  tranquillity;  ou  the  England,  but  nothing  decisive  has  yet 
contrary,  robberies  and  murders  appear  taken  place.  The  accounts  represent  the 
to  prevail  as  much  as  ever.  A  great  prospects  of  Don  Pedro  as  flattering.  The 
number  of  arrests  of  persons  considered  quarrel  between  Don  Pedro  and  Sartorius 
siupicioiis,  has  taken  place  in  the  coun.  has  been  accommodated,  the  sailors  har- 
ties  of  Wexford  and  Carlow.  The  trade  ing  received  pai"!  of  their  arrears.  Spain 
of  Kilkenny  is  suffering  severely  by  the  continues  in  a  state  of  tranqatUity,  and 
operation  of  the  Curfew  Law,  as  the  the  Queen*s  party  has  at  present  the  as- 
country  people  are  afraid  to  bring  their  cendency. — The  accounts  from  Turkey 
pro  visions  into  the  town,  in  case  they  are  contradictory,  some  representing  that 
should  not  be  sold  off  in  time  to  enable  peace  bus  been  concluded  in  consideiation 
them  to  reach  their  homes  by  sunset  The  of  a  lar^  surrender  of  territory  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  Dublin  hasfoimd  a  true  Saltan  to  the  Egyptians;  while  others 
bill  against  the  proprietor  of  the  I*ilot,  state,  that  hostilities  are  on  the  point  of 
for  publishing  the  first  of  Mr.  OTonneirs  being  renewed,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
Letiers  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  In  con-  fusal  of  the  former  to  cede  the  province 
sequence  of  this  prosecution,  Mr.  OTon-  of  Cara mania.  It  appears  certain  that  a 
ncU  now  publishes  his  Letters  in  the  True  very  large  Russian  force  is  in  the  immediate 
Suti,  whence  they  are  copied  into  the  vicinity  of  Constantinople,  so  that  there 
Irish  papers.  A  very  vindictive  proceed-  is  little  chance  of  its  being  taken  possea- 
ing  has  been  taken  against  Mr.  Wal-h,  sion  of  by  Ibrahim,  whatever  may  be  the 
a  schooluuuter  in  Dublin,  who  seconded  itisue  of  the  negotiation  between  him  and 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  O'Connell,  as  one  the  Sultan.  King  Leopold  finding  hii 
of  tiie  Representatives  of  that  city,  and  to  Chambers  unruly,  has  dissolved  them* 
whose  exertions  Mr.  OTonuelPs  success  His  infidelity  to  his  Queen  has  given  much 
is  in  a  great  degree  to  he  attributed  He  o£fence  to  the  royal  family  of  France,  he 
has  been  tried  and  convicted  for  seditious  having  renewed  an  objectionable  oon- 
words  ^pokm  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trades*  nexion,  which  was  discontinued  at  the 
Uniorn  some  months  ago.  He  has  been  time  of  his  marriage, 
discharged  on  bail,  to  appear  and  receive  east  ikdieb. 
judgment  when  required.  As  was  anti- 
cipated, the  Coercion  Act  has  been  used  for  Much  embarrassment  has  arisen  to 
the  rollection  of  tithes.  The  police  who  many  families  connected  with  India  by 
have  made  this  use  of  it,  have  been  repri-  the  failure  of  the  houses  of  Mackintosh  and 
manded  by  the  magistrates  of  Kilkenny,  Co.  at  Calcutta.  Its  debts  are  estimated 
— for  a  reprimand  is  considered  a  suffi-  at  L.2,500,000.  The  high  rate  of  interest 
cient  punishment  for  this  perversion  of  paid  by  bankers  in  India,  induced  many 
the  Jaw.  persons  in  this  country  to  deposit  large 

sums  in  their  hands.     The  annual  losi  of 

FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE.  income  to  residents  in  Cheltenham   and 

The  Dnchess  de  Berri  was  safely  de-  the  neighbourhood  amoants  to  L.70,000. 
livered  of  a  daughter  on  the  10th  May. 
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STATE   OF  COMMERCE,   MANUFACTURES,  AND  AGRICULTURE. 


It  gfires  its  much  pleasure  to  learn  that 
the  miasion  of  Dr.  Bowring,  to  extend 
the  commercial  rebtions  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  proceeds  favourably. 
The  merchants  of  Bourdeanx  and  Nantes 
hare  received  Dr.  Bowring  with  the  ut- 
most cordiality  ;  and  the  impolicy  of  her 
existing  commercial  restrictions,  is  now 
admitted  by  a  great  proportion  of  the 
trading  community  of  France 

Our  manufactures  are  not  so  brisk  as 
they  were  some  months  ago.  This  is 
particularly  observable  in  woollen  cloths, 
and  is  attributed  partly  to  a  decline  in 
the  home  demand  and  partly  to  the  un. 
settled  state  of  Portugal,  which  renders 
trade  with  that  country  precarious,  and 
to  the  change  in  the  Americnu  Tariff  as 
to  low  woollens ;  of  late,  however,  sales 
of  cloth  have  been  brisker  both  in  the 
milled  and  onmiUed  state.  In  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  a  considerable 
change  in  the  course  of  trade  has  taken 
place  of  late  years.  Much  more  business 
is  now  done  by  the  manu^turer  at  home, 
and  much  less  in  the  large  manufoctories. 
The  latter  are  chiefly  employed  in  fine 
work  and  in  preparing  the  yam  for  the 
country  manufacturers ;  and  this  mode  of 
conducting  the  trade  is  found  more  bene- 
Acial  for  all  parties.  The  flannel  market 
has  also  suffered  a  considerable  depression, 
although  the  demand  both  for  British  and 
Foreign  wools  is  brisk,  and  the  prices  are 
maintained.  The  export  of  British  wool, 
and  woollen  spun  yams,  has  tended  much 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  British  wool,  and 
it  it  understood  that  the  supply  in  the 
country  is  only  moderate. 

The  demand  for  cotton  goods  and  yarns 
has  also  diminished  of  late,  and   the  ad- 
vance obtained  in  the  beirinning   of  the 
year  has  not  been  sustained.     The  reduc- 
tion proposed  to  be  made  on  the  duty  on 
cottonwool,  was  not  looked  for  in  themanu- 
factunng  districts,  and  little  benefit  is  ex- 
pected to   be  derived  from  it.      It  will 
merely  operate  as  an  encouragement  to 
the  importation  of  American  cotton  wool 
instead  of  East  Indian.     The  importation 
of  the  latter  has  been  steadily  increasing 
since  the  imposition   of   the   additional 
duty.     American  cotton  is  imported  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  American  vessels, 
while  the  East  Imlia  cotton  is   imported 
entirdy  in  British  vessels ;  and  should  the 
lowering  of  the  duty  diminish  the  quantity 
of  Eaat  Indian  cotton  wool  importeil,  the 
alteration  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  pi^ve 
injurious  to  British  shipping. 


Iron  Trade — This  trade  is  hardly 
so  briiik  as  it  was  six  weeks  ago,  but  the 
late  rise  in  the  price  of  iron  is  supported. 
The  price  of  bar  iron,  delivered  at  Car- 
difi;  ia  from.L  5,  Ids.  to  L.S,  17s.  6d.  with 
six  months  credit,  and  pig-iron  may  be 
quoted  at  from  L.3, 16s.  to  L.4. 

Agriculture. — ^The  great  changa  on 
the  weather,  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
has  completely  altered  the  appearance  of 
the  country,  and  has  in  some  degree  nnu- 
pensated  for  the  backwardnem  of  the 
months  of  March  and  April.  The  heat 
has  been  much  greater  than  it  usually  ia^ 
BO  early  in  the  season.  In  Edinboigk 
the  thermometer  has  frequently  reached 
70  in  the  shades  In  London  the  heat 
has  been  still  greater,  and  the  thermoine» 
ter,  in  the  shade,  was  at  76  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  16th  May.  In  some  districts 
the  spring  grain  was  sown  when  the  soil 
was  too  wet  for  its  reception,  and  conse- 
quently the  crop  is  likely  to  prore  defi- 
cient, unless  we  have  a  favourable  sum- 
mer. The  turnip  crop  having  been  more 
than  usually  abundant,  and  the  plants 
having  been  prevented  from  running  to 
seed  by  the  coldness  of  the  spring,  aa 
abundant  supply  of  fodder  was  thus  ob- 
tained,  and  the  grass  lands  promise  to 
aflbrd  a  luxuriant  crop.  lu  cousequenoe 
of  this  abundant  supply  of  food,  the  mar- 
kets for  lean,  cat  tie  have  been  brisk, 
while  some  depression  has  taken  place  in 
the  price  of  fat  cattle.  Owing  to  the  no- 
tice  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam*s,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more*8  motions  for  a  rerisal  of  the  Com 
Laws,  all  speculation  in  grain  ha^Vor 
some  time  ceased;  and  now  that  these 
motions  have  been  thro^vn  out,  the  fine- 
ness of  the  weather  will  continue  to  check 
speculation.  The  price  of  grain  of  all 
kinds,  is  considerably  lower  at  present* 
than  at  the  same  period  last  year ;  and 
the  distresses  of  the  asriculturists  are  ra- 
pidly augmenting.  It  has  lately  been  as- 
certained that  the  mixing  of  coal  ashes 
with  bone  manure.  Increases  materially 
the  value  of  that  article ;  for  although  the 
usual  quantity  is  two  imperial  quarters 
per  acre,  one  quarter  will  be  found  to  pro- 
duce excellent  cnips  of  turnips,  if  mixed 
with  one  or  two  qnartera  of  coal  asheflk— 
The  lambing  season  has  been  favourable, 
and  little  loss  has  been  sustained.  The 
accounts  fit>m  all'  parts  of  the  island, 
state  the  blossom  on  the  fruit  trees  to  be 
most  abundant,  and  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  an  excellent  fmit  season. 
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THE  CRISIS. 

SiNCB  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  Ministers  have  been  at  the 
feet  of  the  Tories, — and  now  they  are  spuT^ed.  Their  posture  of  weak- 
ness and  pusillanimitj  has  had  its  deserts.  To  propitiate  the  Tories 
was  the  whole  end  of  their  policy.  The  satisfection  of  the  People  was 
as  nothing  compared  with  that  object.  Popularity  was  deemed  well 
iost,  while  any  softening,  any  appeasement  of  Tory  rancour,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  gained.  Upon  this  homage  the  Tories  recovered  confi- 
dence and  insolence ;  while  Ministers  not  only  lost  ground  in  public 
esteem,  but  made  enemies  of  a  large  portion  of  the  People.  Lord  John 
Russell  has  frankly  avowed,  that  insufficient  measures  have  been  framed 
with  a  view  to  the  toleration  of  the  House  of  Tories.  Quite  clear  it 
has  long  been  that  the  Ministry  has  hoped  to  propitiate  Tory  opposi-^ 
tion,  by  adopting  Tory  policy.  They  have  had  the  amazing  folly  to 
believe  that  the  Tories  would  be  content  to  see  them  in  place,  provided 
they  administered  the  affairs  of  the  country  in  the  spirit  of  Toryism. 
The  Tories,  however,  not  unreasonably,  argued,  that,  if  the  Government 
was  to  be  conducted  according  to  their  vieu's,  it  should  be  conducted 
by  their  party.  They  could  not  see  what  right  the  Whigs  had  to  be 
in,  while  they  adopted  the  counsels,  or  deferred  to  the  judgment, 
of  those  whom  they  had  thrown  out  Indeed,  it  is  certain,  that  if 
the  Whigs  had  found  reason  in  office  for  changing  their  opinions 
on  many  subjects  which  had  been  the  grounds  of  the  severest  and 
most  effective  attacks  on  the  Tories  when  in  power,  honesty  required 
that  they  should  humble  themselves  to  the  Tories,  admit  the  injustice 
they  had  long  done  them,  and  the  erroneous  ground  upon  which  they 
had  disgraced  and  displaced  them.  Doubtless  it  must  have  been 
exasperating  to  the  Tories  to  see  the  Whigs  falling  into  the  very 
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practices  for  which  they  had  been  ousted  from  their  places.     The 
Tories^  perceiving  the  popular  discontent  which  followed^  and  nata- 
Tally  disposed  to  infer  a  consciousness  of  extreme  weakness^  from  the 
abject  bearing  of  the  Ministry  towards  themselves,  were  encouraged 
to  try  their  strength ;  and  accordingly  their  leaders  in  the  Lords  picked 
a  quarrel,  and  struck  a  blow,  which  denoted  the  commencement  of 
hostilities.     The  House  of  Tories  censured  the  coarse  pursued  by  ftli- 
nisters  towards  the  Portuguese  belligerents.     The  House  of  Whigs 
forthwith  passed  a  vote  of  approbation.     The  two  Houses  were  thus  in 
collision ;  but  truth  requires  the  admission,  that  the  act  of  collision  was 
the  act  of  the  Commons.     When  the  Lords  opposed  the  Reform  which 
had  originated  in  the  Commons,  the  Lords  had  to  answer  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  contest ;  but  in  the  late  instance  the  cases  were  re- 
versed.     This  is  not  a  fact  of  much  importance,  except  as  accuracy  of 
statement  is  always  important.     Under  circumstances,  the  vote  of  the 
Commons  was  a  consequence  of  the  vote  of  the  Lords,  who  placed 
themselves  in  such  an  attitude  as  to  compel  the  other  House  to  put 
itself  in  opposition  to  them,  or  to  desert  the  Ministry. 

From  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill  up  to  the  hour  of  that  vote,  the 
name  of  the  People  had  seldom  been  mentioned  by  Ministers  or  their 
creatures,  except  to  point  the  moral  of  patience,  and  a  confiding  spirit 
in  the  superior  authorities  ;  or  to  level  censures  against  agitation,  and 
meddling  with  the  concerns  of  the  State.  The  People  were  tartly  re* 
minded  that  they  had  representatives  who  should  take  out  of  their 
hands  all  active  concern  in  public  affairs ;  but,  from  the  instant  that 
there  appeared  a  majority  against  Ministers  in  the  Lords,  the  People 
grew  into  sudden  importance  with  the  organs  of  the  Government ;  and 
loud  and  vehement  were  the  appeals  to  their  judgment,  and  the  threats 
of  their  vengeance.  The  talk  was  no  longer  that  the  People  bad  their 
organ  in  representation ;  the  People  were  invoked  for  the  purpose  of 
terrorism  in  the  might  of  their  masses.  The  People,  whose  strongest 
opinions,  and  loudest  demands,  would,  a  week  before,  have  been  treated 
as  destitute  of  reason  and  authority,  were  now  called  upon  to  exercise 
a  supreme  judgment.  They,  whose  remonstrances  With  the  Commons 
would  have  been  rebuked  as  intrusive,  and  dismissed  as  unworthy  of 
attention,  and  degrading  to  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  were  conjured  to 
testify  their  displeasure  and  resentment  at  the  proceeding  of  the  Peers; 
and  broadly  was  it  intimated,  that  their  interference  would  not  end 
with  an  expression  of  censure ;  and  that  from  the  correction  of  one  in- 
stitution, it  would  ascend  to  a  new  disposal  of  another. 

Nothing  was  ever  more  ludicrous  than  the  sudden  exaltation  of  the 
People  into  importance  in  the  Ministerial  prints,  which,  for  months 
past,  had  never  mentioned  them  but  with  slight,  or  to  bid  them  impli- 
citly trust  the  guidance  of  public  affairs  to  the  wisdom  of  ParUament 
The  appeal  was  not  answered.  The  People  were  not  to  be  so  whistled  on 
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and  Virhisded  off  »l  piearare.  For  the  opposition  of  the  Lords  to  the 
Ministry  which  had  preferred  truckling  to  them  to  satisfying  the  People, 
the  People  cared  not  a  rush.  The  Ministry  had  thought  the  support 
of  the  People  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  propitiation  of  the  Lords ; 
the  Ministiy  had  refused  to  rely  on  the  strength  of  the  People ;  and  why 
was  the  despised  and  neglected  power  to  be  lent  to  them  when  the  8y». 
tem  of  truckling  to  the  enemy,  so  odious  to  the  public  feeling,  and 
so  injarioos  to  the  public  interests,  had  failed,  as  such  despicable  policy 
always  ought  to  feU  ?  The  People  have  not  stirred  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Ministry.  They  have  acknowledged  no  obligation  to  redeem  errws  0091- 
mitted  at  their  expense.  They  know  what  to  think  of  the  charaeter 
of  the  House  of  Lords ;  but,  with  an  enemy  on  one  side,  and  a  deserter 
on  the  other,  they  will  leave  the  combatants  to  settle  their  quarrel  as 
they  can,  and  hold  themselves  in  reserve  to  cope  with  the  conqueror, 
and  the  use  he  may  make  of  his  victory. 

Things  have  been  brought  to  such  a  pass,  that,  for  the  House  of  Lords 
there  seems  to  be  no  redemption.  If  they  submit,  having  so  decidedly 
manifested  their  dispositions,  they  sink  into  the  insignificance  of  a  sub- 
servient body.  If  they  be  overbcome  by  a  creation,  the  majority  is  by 
royal  appointment,  and  the  House  but  an  extension  of  the  power  of  the 
Crown.  In  any  case,  the  foundation  of  the  institution  has  been  brought 
under  examination ;  and  it  is  seen  to  rest  on  custom  only.  For  a  here- 
ditary legislature  no  reasonable  arguments  can  be  furnished — a  here- 
ditary college  of  surgeons  were  as  wise — and  its  safety  consisted  in 
avoiding  offence,  and  not  provoking  scrutiny  into  its  title  to  authority. 

Power  without  qualification  for  the  use,  or  responsibility  for  the  abuse, 
is  the  indefeisible  possession  of  the  Peers  of  Parliament.  This  is  the 
unique  vice  of  the  constitution.  Everywhere  else  we  see  authority  ac- 
companied with  some  responsibility.  The  Lords  alone  have  an  exemp- 
tion from  aooountability :  they  are  at  least  as  liable  to  error  as  the  rest 
of  mankind ;  but  they  are  in  no  quarter  responsible  for  error,  and  this 
immunity  makes  them  more  liable  to  error  than  the  rest  of  mankind,  or 
all  observation  on  human  nature  fails  in  application  to  their  singular 
ease.  Theirs  is  the  only  irrevocable,— and  as  irrevocable,  irrespon- 
sible power  in  the  state.  The  king  is  responsible  through  his  Minis- 
ter. The  responsibility,  it  may  be  said,  is  only  nominal,  but  nominal 
as  it  is,  it  reminds  those  that  lie  under  it  of  their  fallibility.  Ministers, 
Members  of  the  Commons'  House,  Judges,  by  impeachment,  are  re- 
movable, but  incompetent  or  ill-disposed  Peers  are  firmly  fixed  in  au- 
thority for  life,  and  there  is  no  deliverance  of  the  community  from  their 
mischievously  employed  powers,  except  by  a  creation  giving  the  crown 
the  ascendency  in  the  House  by  the  introduction  of  its  nominees,  and 
destroying  the  independent  character,  whether  good  or  bad,  of  one  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament.     A  remedy  so  injurious  to  the  institution  will 

seldom  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  the  public  from  the  insolence  of  irre- 
^  «  1 1 
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vponsible  power.     The  hereditary  authorities  hare  a  natural  «jin]Mthj; 
monardiy  is  averse  from  confessiog  fiaults  in  old  institutions,  and  repair- 
ing them  with  new  materials  ;  the  example  of  patching  once  commenced, 
there  is  apprehension  of  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  carried.    Of  these 
considerations,  adverse  to  the  employment  of  the  prerogative  of  cr^tion, 
the  Lords  are  well  aware,  and  they  presume  accordingly,  and  in  the 
worst  event,  happen  what  may,  they  remain  Peers,  though  out-numbered. 
The  privileges  the  individual  Peer  has  abused  remain  to  him,  and  the 
power  of  his  faction  is  subdued  precisely  in  the  same  proportion  that 
the  institution  is  damaged  in  independence,  and  the  respect  belonging 
to  the  independence  of  a  judicial  and  legislative  body.     There  seems 
here  to  be  a  vice  in  the  omstitution  which  is  utterly  incurable.     If  we 
get  rid  of  the  wilfulness  and  selfish  domination  of  an  irresponsible  power, 
we  have  in  place  of  it  the  subserviency  of  the  nominees  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  no  security  that  that  subserviency,  obiectionable  as  it  i8>  may  not 
change  for  the  worse  dispositions,  generated  by  the  sense  of  irrevocable 
and  irresponsible  power.     The  new  blood,  infused  to  correct  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  old,  is  m  all  these  cases  too  likely  to  contract  the  vices  of  the 
former  stock. 

Sincemm  ett  nin  vai,  qaodcunque  inliindii  soeKit. 

Power  without  qualification  is  in  any  case  objectionable ;  to  leave 
the  qualification  to  chance  were  a  monstrous  folly ;  but  in  the  instance 
of  the  Lords  it  is  worse  than  trusting  to  the  chance  that  the  qualifica- 
tion may  exist  where  the  authority  devolves.     The  chances  are  many, 
that  where  power  is  hereditary  and  irresponsible,  qualification  will  not 
co-exist,     llie  very  idea  of  irresponsibility  seems  to  dispense  with  any 
necessity  for  qualification.     A  man  who  is  accountable  in  no  quarter 
for  the  uses  he  may  make  of  his  power,  has  no  external  inducements 
to  train  himself  for  the  just  exercise  of  it.     If  his  condition  be  one  of 
ease  and  luxury,  if  he  be  surroimded  bv  flatterers  and  svcophants,  who 
tell  him  he  is  all-accomplished,  while  the  natural  dispositions  plead  for 
the  luxury  at  his  command  rather  than  study  and  the  discipline  of  the 
understanding,  and  the  world  requires  of  him  no  other  claim  to  its 
homage  and  respect  than  his  title,  can  we  wonder,  in  this  position,  if 
he  be  unfurnished  with  all  the  properties  of  a  legislator,  except  the 
power  ?    An  unqualified  member  of  Parliament  may  be  chosen ;  but  he 
has  strong  inducements  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  capacities,  and  not 
to  disgrace  himself  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  diosen  him, 
and  to  whom  he  is  responsible  for  the  discharge  of  his  trust,  and 
upon  whom   he  depends  for  his  re-election.      No  such  motives  act 
upon  the  Peer.    Whether  qualified  or  unqualified,  whether  fool  or  sage, 
whether  just  or  wilfully  tyrannic,  his  power  remains  unalienable,  iun 
lemovable.    In  all  conditions  there  is  such  hardiness  in  human  virtue, 
that  some  will  be  found  to  rise  superior  to  evil  seductions,  and  to  fiour- 
ish  on  the  rock,  or  in  the  rankest  corruptions;  but  though  the  presence 
of  these  is  to  be  reckoned  on,  not  so  their  preponderance.     It  is  not 
more  certain  that  some  such  honours  to  humanity  will  be  found,  thoa 
that  they  will  be  found  in  a  small  minority.    For  the  whole  body  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  standing  as  it  does  in  a  haughty  unsocial  insulation, 
-^accountable  in  no  quarter  for  the  use  of  its  power, — unrestrained  by 
any  real  check, — and  not  reminded  of  fallibility  by  any  nominal  one, 
—it  must,  according  to  the  nature  of  things,  prefer  its  own  narrow 
interests,  with  an  audacity  and  contemptuous  disregard  to  the  opiniom 
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«f  the  nation^  which  can  be  haacarded  in  no  other  branch  of  the  State. 
How  are  these  propensities^  the  natural  fruit  of  the  constitution  of  the 
hereditary  Legislature,  to  be  corrected  ?  We  know  not ;  for  though 
temporarily  subdued^  they  will  be  rejMroduced,  if  the  same  causes  be  left 
free  to  operate ;  and  if  not,  the  House,  losing  its  independence,  be« 
comes  a  mockery^  a  false  pretence^  and  nothing  else, — answering  no 
purpose,  but  that  of  a  deceit. 

The  Lords  would  have  the  composition  of  their  body  unaltered.  If 
so,  the  olHections  to  law-making  without  qualification,  in  right  of  birth, 
attach.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  majority  be  raised  by  creation,  then 
the  appointment  of  legislators  by  the  Crown  becomes  little  less  ques- 
tionable ;  and  in  effect  the  House  will  be  ruled  by  the  nominees  of 
Ministers. 

iSeeing  the  indifference  of  the  People,  the  Tories  are  aware  of  an  ad- 
vantage which  they  don't  think  it  prudent  to  press  home.  The  Lords 
believe  they  could  turn  out  the  Ministry ;  but  they  apprehend  that  a 
Ministry  of  their  party  would  be  inextricably  embarrassed  by  the  pend- 
ing measures  len  on  their  hands.  WheUier  this  apprehension  be 
grounded  or  not,  it  actuates  their  conduct,  and  will  induce  appearances 
of  forbearance  which  may  be  mistaken  for  proofs  of  an  altered  policy. 
.They  bide  their  time.  Meanwhile,  the  Whigs  play  their  game  by  cry- 
ing Wolf!  It  was  rumoured  that  the  Local  Court  Bill  would  be  thrown 
out ;  the  Lords  seemed  moderate,  therefore,  in  refraining  from  doing 
what  they  thought  would  not  serve  their  cause.  To  throw  out  the 
Irish  Church  Bill,  may  also  be  premature,  the  West  India  measure 
being  unsettled.  As  for  the  bill  itself,  no  one,  out  of  the  High- Church 
party,  cares  a  jot  for  its  fate ;  but,  as  a  sign  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Peers  to  oppose  any  breaking  of  the  ground  for  Church  Reform,  its  re- 
jection would  rouse  the  indignation  of  Elngland,  and  the  fiercest  resent- 
ment of  Ireland.  The  Church  is  the  rock  on  which  the  Tories  must 
split ;  and  in  the  first  demonstration  of  protection  to  its  abuses,  the 
liords  will  be  cast  away. 
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June  13. — The  Treasury  Bench  by  no  means  in  its  glory.  To  the 
stranger  under  the  gallery,  all  may  appear  right  and  fair ;  but  to  one 
who  has  now  watched  them  nightly  for  months,  there  seems  something 
ominous  in  their  bearing.  Their  habitual  sneers,  their  everlasting  su. 
perciliousness  are  there  indeed  ;  but  in  diminished  effect.  They  would 
appear  at  ease ;  they  affect  a  carelessness  of  bearing ;  but  all  these 
efforts  will  not  do.  They  are  plainly  extremely  discomposed ;  it  is  not 
the  present  debate :  for  as  far  as  the  House  is  concerned,  they  are  as 
strong  as  ever.  Were  they  to  propose  that  war  should  be  declared 
against  Ireland  in  form,  and  the  country  treated  as  if  it  were  the  abode 
of  a  band  of  savages,  the  Honourable  House  would  at  once  give  them  a 
magnificent  majority.  Must  learn  what  is  the  cause  of  this  downcast 
bearing — rumours  ailoat — just  what  might  have  been  expected,  and 
what  the  Whigs  deserve.  We  are,  it  is  said,  to  be  sent  to  the  right 
about ; — the  Ministers  to  go  out ;  Peel  and  the  Tories  to  come  in ;  and 
all  this  because  the  Lords  will  not  pass  the  Church  Temporalities  Bill. 
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The  M inieters  have  counted  tioges ;  and  find  thai  they  want  between 
fifty  and  sixty  to  make  them  really  paramount  in  the  Lords.  All  tbia  Is 
gosfiipped  in  the  long  gallery,  where,  ever  and  anon,  an  inferior  peraou* 
age  of  the  Ministry  may  he  seen  in  sad  and  ominous  converse  with  some 
bosom  friend  of  the  Ministerial  benches. 

June  14. — The  Times  of  this  morning  has  its  cue.  The  rumours  of 
last  night,  not^ltogether  without  foundation.  The  tactics  of  the  lead- 
ing journal  not  bad  in  one  senSe,  though  not  over  honest.  The  rumours 
are  that  the  Tories  are  to  come  in,  and  to  act  in  a  popular  sense ;  and 
this  evidently  is  the  game  they  intend  to  play,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
Standard.  Such  is  also  plainly  Peel's  game  in  the  House  at  this  mo- 
ment.  The  Timee,  acting  for  the  Whigs,  however,  furiously  declares^ 
that  the  Tories  are  coming  into  power,  and  that  they  breathe  nothing 
but  blood  and  slaughter.  The  People  are  to  be  frightened ;  and  the 
round-mouthed  Time*  is  beginning  in  the  right  way. 

The  Treasury  Bench  thin  and  sad.  Lord  Althorp's  round  face,  actu- 
ally looking  grave ;  Stanley  more  ghastly  than  ever ;  and  poor  Mr.  P. 
Thompson  more  sulky  tha«  is  at  all  becoming.  The  rumours  stronger 
than  ever.  Whether  the  King  refuses  to  make  Peers,  or  whether  the 
Ministers  refuse  to  ask  him,  not  known.    How  will  all  this  end  ? 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  Whigs  have  brought  this  on  themselves. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  session  to  the  present  moment,  they  have 
been  endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  Tories,  and  sooth  their  opposition. 
They  have  done  this,  in  spite  of  every  warning,  and  in  direct  defiance  of 
the  People's  wishes.     They  have  neglected  the  popular  interests ;  they 
have  given  a  helping  hand  to  despotism  ;  they  have  imitated  to  the  very 
life  the  conduct  of  their  Tory  predecessors  ;   they  have  insulted  every 
one  of  the  popular  advocates ;  they  have  shewn  themselves  extravagant 
beyond  even  previous  extravagance ;  careful  of  churchmen's  interests  ; 
solicitous  of  the  welfare  of  all  monopolies :  and  what  has  been  their  re*, 
ward  }    They  have  lost  the  support  of  the  People.    They  are  no  longer 
the  popular  Ministry  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  ; 
they  are  distrusted,  nay,  hated  by  the  mass  ;  and  they  are  laughed  at 
and  rejected  by  the  very  party  before  whom  they  have  bowed  down  in 
submission.     The  Tories,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  contempt  and  hatred, 
did  not  wait  till  the  measures  of  the  Ministry  should  be  submitted  to 
them.     They  have  anticipated  every  thing ;  and  came  boldly  forward 
with  a  distinct  vote  of  censure,  about  a  matter,  indeed,  respecting  which 
the  People  care  little.     They  have  shewn,  as  u^ual,  much  craft  in  their 
proceedings.     Had  their  first  opposition  been  on  a  measure  to  which  the 
People  were  attached,  popular  indignation  might  have  suddenly  arisen. 
But  by  thus  commencing  their  operations  in  a  matter  about  which  the 
public  cared  little,  they  have  accustomed  them  to  the  idea  of  opposition 
to  the  Ministry  without  coupling  that  opposition  with  any  ideas  of  dis- 
like to  themselves,  the  Tories.     At   the   commencement  of  the  ses^ 
sion,  the  Ministers  came  with  two  bills  to  the  House  of  Commons ; 
one   of  coercion,    one    of  concession.      The   bills    were  to   pass  pari 
pasetu    The  coercion  bill,  however,  had  the  longest  legs,  and  it  far  out- 
stripped its  fellow  of  concession.     The  despotism  has  been  long  the 
law  of  the  land ;  the  concession,  the  work  of  mercy,  lingers  yet  in  the 
Commons.    But  the  Ministers,  in  order  to  pass  the  work  of  despotism, 
declared  th«at  their  existence  as  a  Ministry  depended  on  passing  both 
measures.     If  one  or  the  other  were  rejected,  they  threatened  to  leave 
the  government  of  the  country ;  and  to  consign  us  thereby  to  ToryiflTOj 
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or  to  the  still  more  dreadful  curse  of  Radicalism.  Now  then  comes  the 
trial.  The  concession  blll^  it  is  ascertained^  will  not  pass ;  and  the 
Ministry  are  in  honour  bound  to  retire.  Will  they  do  so?  I  think  not. 
We  shall  see  many  a  manoBuvre  tried  before  that  occurs.  Before  long^ 
my  Lord  £brington  will  have  some  motion  of  confidence  to  submit  to  us^ 
and  the  country  will  again  be  roused^  and  put  into  combustion — and  for 
what }  To  preserve  the  Whig  Ministers  in  their  places.  When  that  is 
effected^  then  when  the  people  meet  to  talk  about  their  own  concerns, 
the  police  will  be  employed  to  break  theii  heads. 

Again,  there  is  concession  to  the  Tory  party.  The  Irish  Churchmen 
are  to  be  paid  by  the  poor  people  of  England.  I  would  to  the  Lord 
those  Irish  blockheads  who  have  been  sent  into  this  goodly  House,  were 
safely  lodged  in  their  own  homes !  If  a  doom  of  silence  could  be  passed 
on  all  of  them,  O'Connell  excepted,  some  hope  might  be  entertained  for 
Ireland. 

A  precious  piece  of  reasoning  on  the  part  of  the  Ministers !  All  the 
present  disturbances  arise  from  the  compelling  an  unwilling  people  to 
pay  an  impost  called  tithe.  To  prevent  such  evil  in  future,  no  tithe 
shall  be  levied ;  and  instead  of  making  the  tenants  pay  arrears  due,  we 
the  Government,  will  pay  the  money,  to  the  tune  of  L.600,000,  and 
get  it  back  by  imposing  a  land  tax  on  such  lands  as  are  in  arrear. 
That  is  to  say,  the  landlords  shall  pay  what  their  tenants  ought 
to  have  paid;  and  then,  although  aU  the  evils  arise  from  levying 
an  obnoxious  impost  from  the  People,  the  landlords  shall  have  the 
power  of  getting  the  arrears  from  the  tenants  by  process  of  law. 
Do  the  Ministers  believe  that  the  People  will  like  the  impost  better 
when  levied  by  the  landlord  than  when  levied  by  the  parson?  Is 
it  not  precisely  the  same  thing  whether  paid  to  the  one  or  the  other  ? 
There  is  indeed  a  crying  injustice  done  to  the  landlords,  by  way  of  addi- 
tion ;  but  there  is  no  relief  to  the  tenant.  Instead  of  one  process,  there 
are  now  to  be  three  ;  and  all  expensive.  First,  in  order  to  pay  the  par. 
son,  the  money  is  to  be  levied  from  the  People.  That  is  an  expensive 
process.  Next,  in  order  to  get  it  back,  the  landlords  are  to  be  compelled 
to  pay  it.  The  levying  of  this  tax  will  again  be  an  expensive  process.  And, 
thirdly,  the  landlord  is  to  get  it,  how  he  can,  from  the  tenant ;  and  this 
will  not  only  prove  an  expensive  process,  but  also  the  cause  of  the  same 
strife  and  bloodshed  that  arose  from  levying  the  tithe.  Ah,  for  what  is 
all  tUs  complication?  To  pay  the  parsons,  and  please  the  Tories; 
and  the  result  and  return  will  be,  that  the  Tories  will  oust  the  Whigs  in 
a  few  days.  As  usual,  in  spite  of  common  sense,  and  common  decency, 
a  glorious  majority  for  Ministers.  .  Nevertheless,  though  the  herd  stUl 
goes  blindly  with  them,  every  now  and  then,  a  very  significant  defection 
.takes  place.  The  member  for  Derbyshire  broke  out  this  evening,  and 
.openly  declared  against  the  Irish  Church ;  to  the  evident  horror  of  the 
new  secretary  for  Ireland,  who  thought  fit  to  call  what  was  in  fact  a  very 
sensible  speech,  the  wildest  declaration  he  had  ever  heard  in  that  house. 
By-the-by,  speaking  of  the  said  secretary,  must  not  forget  the  scene  be- 
tween him  and  O'Connell  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  Pretty  nearly 
a  theatric  embrace  between  the  gentlemen  ;  the  first  fruits  of  this  har. 
mony  being  a  going  over  of  the  O'Connell  band^  in  favour  of  spoliating 
the  English  People  and  Irish  landlords. 

June  15. — Well  done  The  Times  !  They  are  improving,  that  worthy 
band  yclept  the  editors  of  the  leading  journal,  in  the  art  of  giving  un- 
founded descriptions  of  their  opponents'  intentions.     Here  we  have  a  fire- 
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and.eword  fcheme  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Toriee.  The  Duke  of  WelHiig^ 
ton  is  to  come  into  power^  and  incontinently  he  determines  to  ride  down 
the  whole  English  people.  War^  not  of  words^  says  the  important  we, 
emphatically^  (ye  gods  !  if  the  world  knew  these  insolent  gentry  as  well 
as  I  know  them,  how  they  would  scout  such  Mentors !)  not  a  war  of 
words,  hut  of  bullets  and  bayonets  is  immediately  to  be  declared  against 
all  liberal  ideas.  Dragoons  are  to  be  quartered  upon  all  refractory  sub- 
jects ;  and  every  man  is  to  be  cut  down  who  ventures  to  hint  at  improve- 
ment. This  horror-exciting  stuff  will  not  succeed.  We  do  not  fear  the 
Tories,  Mr  Stirling,  neither  do  we  care  one  farthing  about  the  Whigs. 
The  Tories  are  assuredly  bad  governors :  so  are  the  Hliigs :  and  if  they 
will  not  between  them  do  more  for  us  than,  under  the  superintendance 
of  the  Reformed  Parliament',  they  have  done,  we  must  take  the  matter 
entirely  out  of  their  hands,  and  not  put  ourselves  into  a  fright  against  the 
Tories,  and  fur  the  Whigs,  but  get  up  a  good  sound  steady  detestation  of 
them  both.  The  general  cry  is  that  ''they  do  come."  A  dissolution  is  eonfi. 
dently  talked  of,  and  a  sort  of  Tory  Reign  of  Terror  generally  predicted 
by  the  Whigs.  This  is  all  stuff.  The  Tories  generally  are  wise  in  their 
generation :  they  will  bend  to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  just  so  far  as  is 
needed  for  their  own  preservation.  They  will  yield  in  name,and  even  some- 
what in  substance,  to  the  present  desire  for  reform ;  and  thus  retain  the 
reality  of  dominion.  The  wild  spirit  which  The  Times  describes,  they 
never  intend ;  so  that  as  far  as  the  question  lies  between  keeping  the 
Ministers,  pursuing  their  present  course,  and  permitting  the  pseud<^ 
liberal  Tory  Ministry  to  come  in,  it  is  not  a  very  interesting  question. 
But  what  really  is  interesting  is  to  know  to  what  extent  the  people  will  go' 
in  punishing  both  .parties.  1  sincerely  hope  that  they  will  never  again 
be  excited  to  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  the  Whig  Ministry.  That  foolery 
"has  been  once  played ;  and  asburedly  once  is  quite  enough  for  so  humili- 
ating an  exhibition.  But  I  am  sometimes  asked,  as  I  sit  in  listless 
indolence,  or  ill-repressed  impatience,  in  what  courtesy  terms  Honour, 
able  House,  whether  I  would  not  prefer  Whig  to  Tory  ruler  ?  To  this 
my  answer  is.  Perhaps  I  may ;  but  I  am  by  no  means  certain.  But  what 
I  am  certain  of  is,  that  the  difference  between  the  two  would  never  again 
lead  me  to  any  attempt  to  excite  the  People  to  something  very  like  rebel- 
lion, to  maintain  the  Whigs  in  place.  If  the  People  are  again  to  be  excited 
to  so  dangerous  a  point,  it  ought  to  be,  not  for  promises,  but  actual  re- 
sults. They  must  not  be  told.  Rouse  yourselves  into  action  ;  oppose  aM 
your  much.dreaded  masters ;  resist  them  in  the  strength  of  their  despo- 
tism,— merely  to  gain  poww  for  men  who  promise  well.  No  ;  the  exhor- 
tation must  be  of  a  different  order.  Arouse  yourselves,  and  take  the 
power  you  need ;  remodel  the  institutions  of  the  country,  when  you  are 
so  possessed  of  power  ;  and  then  trust  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment to  such  individuals  as  you  may  deem  worthy.  But  be  careful, 
above  all  things,  to  make  institutions,  which  will,  as  little  as  possible, 
be  dependent  for  their  good  effects,  on  the  individuals  who  may  put  them 
in  motion.  In  Honourable  House  one  may  preach  this  doctrine  without 
hope  of  meeting  much  sympathy.  'Tis  a  truth  that  men  seem  to  have 
discovered,  that  the  said  House  has  no  response  within  it  to  the  voice  of 
the  many  without.  They  would  laugh  at  any  such  proposition,  and  hoot 
down  any  one  suggesting  it,  were  he  an  angel  of  light. 

This  being  Saturday,  and  consequently  an  idle  day,  and  a  dissolution 
also  not  being  altogether  impossible,  I  may  pass  the  time  in  writing  down 
tny  o))inions  of  Honourable  House^  and  the  session,  which  they  say  is 
idraving  to  a  close. 
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If  the  public  could  nightly  see  all  that  passes  within  our  walls,  I  fear 
the  reverence  now  so  rife  towards  our  respected  selves  would  be  wofully 
diminished.  But  the  useful  press^  that  immaculate  instrument  of  rule  or 
misrule,  puts  a  fair  gloss  over  everjrthing  that  occurs/  and  preserves  an 
appearance  of  decorum  and  common  sense,  to  which,  I  regret  to  say,  the 
reality  can  lay  no  claim.  1  have  often  seen  strangers,  admitted  for  the 
first  time  within  our  sacred  precincts,  utterly  astounded  by  the  bear 
garden  presented  to  them.  Inspired  with  awe  at  the  gi%at  names,  and 
the  long  speeches  printed  in  the  close  columns  of  the  Morning  News- 
papers, they  had  come  down  to  the  actual  theatre  of  all  this  glory,  with 
hearts  beating  with  excitement,  and  a  species  of  reverential  respect 
marked  in  their  whole  demeanour.  Their  first  gaze  is  invariably  one  of 
mute  astonishment. 

The  Speaker's  fiat  with  difficulty  obtained,  the  pass  word,  "  Permission," 
given,  they  are  directed  by  the  peremptory  official  to  take  a  seat  under 
the  gallery.  At  length  quietly  seated,  their  attention  is  riveted  to  the 
scene  before  them :  and  assuredly  such  a  scene  has  seldom  been  known 
in  any  other  civilized  land.  A  small,  ill-conditioned  room,  with  a  high 
backed  chair  and  green  table  on  the  floor,  with  benches  rising  on  each 
side,  is  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Speaker,  with  his  full-blown  wig 
and  flowing  gown,  occupies  the  chair,  three  clerks  in  wigs  sit  at  his  feet ; 
and  around  and  about,  overhead  in  the  galleries,  on  the  floor,  lying  at 
full  length  on  the  benches,  talking,  laughing,  hooting,  coughing,  sleeping, 
are  to  be  seen  tlie  members  ;  the  elite  of  this  great  nation  in  the  character 
of  legislators ;  and  one  unfortunate  wight  is,  amidst  this  strange  and 
uncouth  assembly,  endeavouring,  in  the  slang  phrase,  to  obtain  the  at- 
tention of  the  House — in  other  words,  is  making  a  speech.  Why,  amidst 
such  an  uproar,  does  he  continue,  is  the  first  question  of  every  stranger  ? 
He  is  talking,  not  to  the  House  but  the  newspapers, — to  the  country.  The 
din  and  turmoil  around  him  is  the  ordinary  condition  of  our  House. 
Were  he  to  wait  till  they  were  attentive,  he  would  be  dumb  for  ever. 

As  this  is  my  first  appearance  in  Honourable  House,  I  often  ask 
old  members,  whether  the  reformed  Parliament  is  worse  or  better  in  point 
of  behaviour  than  its  predecessors.  From  all  1  can  gather  it  is  evidently 
worse ;  and  the  reason  assigned  is  satisfactory.  It  is  not,  as  the  Conser- 
vatives would  assert,  that  the  more  enlarged  constituency,  has  made 
the  representatives  more  vulgar :  for,  on  my  knowledge,  I  can  assert 
that  the  most  rude  and  boisterous  portion  of  the  House  are  the  young 
fry  of  TORY  nominees.  I  could  name  one  or  two  Lords  of  that  set, 
who  can  and  do  emulate  the  gods  of  Drury.  But  in  former  Houses 
there  were  two  distinct  and  organized  parties :  these  parties  had  well- 
known  leaders,  upon  whom  devolved  the  business  of  advocating  and  op- 
posing the  measures  before  the  House.  Everybody  knew  this  ;  and  no 
one  interfered  with  the  part  assigned  to  a  given  individual.  The  debate 
then  went  on  quietly  ;  and  the  House  generally  listened  with  something 
like  attention  and  patience.  But  now  there  is  no  organization.  Every- 
body is  at  sea  :  no  guides,  no  rulers,  no  leaders  are  acknowledged.  Every 
one  sets  up  for  himself,  speaks  for  himself,  thinks  and  acts  for  himself. 
The  consequence  is,  that  fifty  speakers  will  rise  at  once,  all  impatient  to 
be  heard  ;  while  two  or  three  hundred  are  around  them,  impatient  to  be 
away,  to  parties,  to  the  opera,  &c.  So,  confusion,  riot,  calls  of  "  ques- 
tion, question,"  "bar,  bar,"  which  is  uniformly  pronounced  ba,  ba,  with 
emphasis^ — groans,  and  braying,  are  the  order  of  the  day.     One  member 
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possesses  the  faculty  of  hooting  like  an  owl^  to  the  great  distorbanoe  of 
the  gravity  of  the  assembly,  and  evident  annoyance  of  the  Speaker. 

This  rude  and  boisterous  conduct  precludes  the  possibility  of  delibera- 
tion. I  have  heard  persons  state,  and  state  it  boastingly,  that  the 
minority  in  an  English  deliberative  assembly  could  state  their  opinions 
without  let  or  hindrance.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  in  the 
unreformed  House  of  Commons,  assuredly  this  is  not  the  case  in  the 
Reformed  House.  Nothing  is  permitted  to  be  discussed :  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  may  be  reiterated  till  attention  tire,  and  all  common 
patience  be  worn  out,  but  wo  unto  the  unlucky  wight  who  should  at- 
tempt to  argue  in  the  popular  sense.  One  or  two  broad  assertions  of 
opposition  will  be  permitted;  but  the  moment  any  arg^ument  is  at- 
tempted— any  endeavour  made  to  illustrate  and  prove,  then  come  yells 
and  all  the  many  means  of  silencing  an  opponent  practised  in  Ho- 
nourable House.  I  may  make  one  exception  to  this.  Mr.  Grote  was,  as 
if  by  miracle,  allowed  to  argue  the  bidlot ;  but  had  his  powerful,  his 
close  and  cogent  reasoning,  been  clothed  in  language  less  carefully 
polished  and  elegantly  selected,  he  would  not  have  been  listened  to. 
The  exquisite  turn  of  the  sentences  caught  and  tickled  the  ears  of  the 
Ministerial  benches  ;  besides,  that  body  was  peculiarly  desirous  of  pay- 
ing court  to  a  very  powerful  individual,  powerful  by  his  position,  and 
by  his  knowledge  and  talent.  They,  therefore,  set  the  fashion  of  silence, 
and  Mr.  Grote  really  accomplished  his  purpose  of  making  an  argumenta- 
tive  speech.  But  there  are  many  men  who  have  actually  been  scared  into 
silence.  Of  these  I  remark  Mr.  Clay — a  man  of  instructed  taste ;  a 
thinking,  studious,  accomplished,  right-minded,  and  peculiarly  courteous 
gentleman ;  often,  with  all  these  qualities,  have  I  seen  him  shrink  from 
the  ordeal  of  the  House,  and,  after  a  vain  attempt  to  bear  up  against  the 
storm,  be  content  to  be  silent.  Poor  Mr.  Buckingham,  too,  has  been 
silenced.  Whether  this  be  a  loss  or  not  I  do  not  pretend  to  say ;  but 
that  it  is  an  injustice,  I  am  bold  enough  to  assert.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  silly  nobleman,  like  poor  Lord  Ebrington,  who  cannot  put  two 
sentences  together  without  difficulty  to  himself  and  pain  to  all  who  hear 
him, — if  he  get  up  and  talk  nonsense  by  the  hour  in  favour  of  the  notions 
popular  in  the  House,  he  is  listened  to  with  patience.  By  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  the  language  used,  and  thought  manifested  in  our  Honour- 
able House,  are  below  mediocrity.  In  truth,  with  the  exception  of  the 
occasion  of  Mr.  Grote's  speech  on  the  ballot,  I  have  never  heard  in  that 
assembly  one  generous  sentiment,  or  one  logical  and  really  effective 
argument.  All  has  been  passion,  ignorance,  and  prejudice.  Bold-faced- 
ness,  however,  usually  gets  a  hearing. 

But  with  all  these  defects^  rude  and  ignorant  though  they  (the  House 
of  Commons)  be,  are  they  not,  it  may  be  asked,  really  at  heart  desirous 
of  working  out  the  public  good,  really  solicitous  of  making  good  laws, 
and  attaining  effective  and  cheap  government  ?  Do  they  not  wish  to 
discover  the  real  causes  of  the  people's  distress  P  Do  they  not  sympathize 
in  their  sufferings  ?  And  are  they  not  anxious  to  provide  an  efficient 
remedy.  My  answer  to  all  these  questions  isj  that  I  have  watched  the 
House  from  the  first  moment  of  its  sittings  to  the  present  time.  I  have 
attended  every  night,  have  carefully  listened  to  every  speaker,  and,  in 
sober  sadness,  1  must  say,  that  the  House  is  very  little  solicitous  re- 
specting the  popular  feelings ;  that  the  members,  as  a  body,  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  people ;  and  were  it  not  that  they  believe  that  the 
people  have  a  somewhat  greater  control  than  formerly  over  the  elections, 

1 


MUraoiBfram  th4  Diaryofan  M,P.  41i 

we  flhould  have  them  foUowing  a  course  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the 
boronglumoiigers  of  heretofore. 

But  how  comes  it^  that  this  is  the  result  of  a  popular  representation  ? 
There  is  a  great  fallacy  at  the  bottom  of  this  question.  A  popular  re-- 
f  resentation  the  House  of  Commons  is  not.  The  members  of  the  larger 
towns  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  representatives  of  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  those  towns ;  but  the  whole  county  representation  is  completely 
aristocratic ;  and,  until  the  body  of  the  county  members  be  excluded 
from  the  House,  we  shall  noTer  have  a  popular  assembly.  What  man 
in  his  senses  can  believe  that  the  People  are  represented  by  such  precious 
persons  as  Sir  Charles  Bum,  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU,  Lord  Chandos, 
Lord  Norrys,  Sir  Thomas  Freemantle,  and  a  whole  host  of  such  persons  ! 
Again,  in  the  town  representation,  the  power  of  choosing  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  as  may  easily  be  proved  by  com- 
paring the  population  of  any  of  those  towns  with  the  number  of  voters. 
The  voters  are  chiefly  the  rich  tradesmen,  gentry,  and  small  tradesmen 
under  the  power  of  the  gentry.  Without  the  ballot  there  can  be  no 
free  voting  for  the  last  class.  Moreover,  the  public  were  very  peculiarly 
situated  as  regarded  the  candidates  during  the  last  election.  They 
were  guided  in  their  choice  chiefly  by  the  fact  of  the  candidate  having 
opposed  or  supported  the  Reform  Bill;  and  as,  unfortunately,  many 
were  the  supporters  of  that  measure  merely  because  they  thought  such 
advocacy  politic,  many  who  were  in  their  hearts  opposed  to  liberal  mea- 
sures, the  People  were  deceived  by  the  insufficient  test  they  applied,  and 
we  consequently  have  seen  the  representatives  of  great  towns  voting  di- 
rectly in  the  teeth  of  the  popular  opinion. 

The  boroughs,  besides  are,  many  of  them,  still  nomination  boroughs. 
Who  will  say  that  Calne,  for  example,  is  not  still  completely  in  the 
hands  of  Lord  Lansdowne  ?     But  this  is  enough  for  one  Saturday. 

June  17. — Ministers  in  a  fright  somewhat  greater  than  usual.  Went 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  found  one-half  of  them  (the  Ministers)  on 
the  throne,  in  anxious  expectation  of  the  result  of  the  debate ;  Brougham 
in  a  long  speech  proposed  the  second  reading  of  his  Local  Courts  bill, 
and  the  rumour  was  that  the  Tories,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  their 
strength,  had  determined  to  throw  it  out.  As  the  evening  advanced, 
however,  the  rumour  turned  the  other  way.  It  was  evident  that  some- 
thing remarkable  was  expected,  from  the  remarkable  collection  of 
women.  When  any  mischief  is  brewing,  they  are  always  on  the  qui  vive. 
I  never  could  believe,  however,  that  the  Tories  intended  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. They  are  skilful  tacticians,  and  must  have  seen  the  folly  of 
unnecessarily  opposing  the  popular  desire  for  cheap  justice.  As  I  ex- 
pected, so  it  happened,  the  lords  left  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  the  lurch,  and 
would  not  divide.  This  event  evidently  pleases  the  Ministers ;  and  they 
foolishly  begin  to  believe  that  their  opponents  are  about  to  take  fright. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  they  are  being  lulled  into  a  dangerous  security. 

A  curious  discussion  took  place  in  the  Commons  on  the  subject  of 
pledges.  No  wonder  they  are  sore  on  this  subject.  So  many  have  bro- 
ken their  promises,  that  they  are  all  alive  to  find  some  fine-drawn  dis- 
tinction by  which  they  may  cover  over  with  a  puzzling  gloss,  something 
that  appears  very  like  dishonourable  shuffling.  Thank  God,  cries  one, 
I  am  not  pledged ;  I  come  here  an  independent  member.  Indepehdent ! 
independent  of  what,  give  me  leave  to  ask  ?  It  means,  all  this  fine  flourish, 
that  a  man  is  free  to  do  anything — that  he  is  not  bound  to  adhere  to  an 
expreeeed  principle ;  but  having  kept  his  own  counsel,  he  may  depart  as 
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he  pleasefl  from  the  opinion  he  really  holds^  and  vote  according  to  his 
present  interest.     Had  he  been  called  upon  at  the  time^  he  would  have 
said  Ay ;   but  seeing  that  he  did  not  say  Ay^  he  will  now^  because  it 
suits  his  convenience^  say  No.  I  think  this  dishonest.    You  come  before 
a  constituency ;  you  express  an  opinion^  say^  for  example^  for  or  against 
the  assessed  taxes :  what  is  the  difference  between  this  opinion  and  a  pro- 
mise }    You  say^  in  expressing  this  opinion^  that  having  maturely  consi- 
dered the  subject,  having  carefully  examined  its  good  and  evil,  you  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  abolished.    The  People  hav- 
ing determined  to  elect  no  man  who  was  not  of  this  opinion,  you,  as  a 
reason  for  them  to   elect  you,  state  this  opinion.     They,  therefore, 
do  elect  you.     And  the  first  vote  you  give  on  the  subject  is  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  your  solemnly-recorded  opinion.      You    say  you  are 
free  to  do  this,  because  you  have  given  no  pledge.    But  did  you  give  no 
pledge  ?    Is  there  no  implied  promise  ?  Did  you  not  know  that  the  Peo- 
ple would  not  have  elected  you,  had  you  stated  the  opposite  opinion  ? 
Did  they  not  act  upon  the  implied  understanding  that  you  would  act 
upon  your  solemnly-declared  opinion  ?    Assuredly  they  did .    And  yet  you 
assert  that  without  warning  you  may  vote  in  opposition  to  every  thing 
you  stated.    One  man  says,  I  am  a  Whig ;  another,  I  am  a  Tory ;  a  third, 
I  am  a  Radical.    Mliat  is  meant  by  these  statements,  but  that  each  se- 
veral person  will  act  as  persons  of  each  several  party  act.     What,  for 
example,  would  be  said  of  a  Tory,  elected  by  the  University  of  Oxford, 
in  the  express  declaration  of  his  Tory  adherence  to  the  Church  Esta- 
blishment, voting  for  the  dismissal  of  the  Bishops  from  the  Lords ;  for 
the  abolition  of  tithes  ;  or  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Church  Establish^ 
ment  ?     I  put  it  to  any  person, — I  put  it  to  that  grave  body  itself,  viz., 
the  University:  Would  they  not  consider  themselves  deceived  on  such  a 
proceeding  }     Every  body  must  allow  that  they  would  feel  and  say  so. 
Now,  where  is  the  difference  between  this  and  the  case  of  the  assessed  taxes, 
or  any  other  expressed  opinion — the  expression  of  which  is  made  a  nne 
qua  non  during  the  election  P     An  honest  man  does  not  change  his  opi- 
nion without  some  reason  for  it.    A  person  pretending  to  be  a  legislator 
giving  an  opinion,  is  supposed  to  give  it  with  a  knowledge  of  the  various 
matters  by  which  the  question  at  issue  is  affected.     It  is  not  then  any 
light  matter,  any  trivial  incident  which  can  influence  his  opinion  after, 
wards.     If,  however,  the  question  is  greatly  changed  by  some  new  and 
unlocked  for  circumstance,  he  is  then  fairly  at  liberty  to  change  his  opi- 
nion.    But  he  must  be  able  to  state  this  circumstance — ^he  must  be  able 
to  shew  that  it  deserves  the  importance  he  wishes  to  attach  to  it,  and 
prove  how  it  justifies  the  change  in  his  opinion.     If  he  cannot  do  this, 
one  of  two  things  is  certain: — either  he  is  shuffling  and  dishonest ;  or  he 
has  given  an  opinion  in  a  hasty  manner,  wholly  unfitting  the  solemn  oc- 
casion on  which  it  was  uttered,  thereby  shewing  himself,  unworthy  of  the 
office  to  which  he  has  been  chosen. 

Some  members,  however,  have  burst  through  all  bonds. 

[  Here  the  Diary  of  the  Hon,  Member  diverges  into  the  descripHon  of  pledget,  il- 
lustra  ted  by  the  flagrant  ccue  of  Dr.  Lttshington,  who  so  richly  deserves  all  he  has 
got,  that  toe  regret  being  compelled  to  defer  his  doom.  It  will,  however,  flnd  him 
out  before  he  can  have  another  opportunity  of  presenting  himself  to  the  constilU" 
ency  of  the  Tower  Hamlets.\ 
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Answer  to  a  Singular  Argument  of  the  Tories,  about  Human  ffappinesw 

and  Misery, 

We  have  heard  of  a  singular  argument  lately  adduced  by  the  Tory 
Philosophers^  in  order  to  shew  that  reform  is  of  no  use.  They  say^  that 
let  mankind  apparently  alter  their  condition  as  they  will^  the  amount  of 
happiness  and  misery  in  the  world  is  the  same  in  all  ages ;  that  Provi- 
dence evidently  designs  it  to  remain  so ;  and  that^  consequently^  all  men 
upon  an  average,  are  equally  happy  and  miserable,  and  one  person's  lot, 
deeply  considered,  no  better  than  another's.  We  do  not  know,  indeed, 
whether  this  latter  consequence  has  been  stated  by  the  arguers ;  but  it 
must  be  assumed  as  a  necessary  deduction,  otherwise  the  first  one  would 
be  of  no  importance ;  since,  although  the  average  amount  of  happiness 
and  misery  might  be  the  same  in  all  ages,  the  individual  shares  might  be 
unequal.  Some  even  might  bear  the  whole  amount  of  the  misery,  and 
others  have  all  the  happiness  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  some  might  have  the  far 
greater  portion  of  the  happiness,  and  others  of  the  misery ;  nine  might 
walk  on,  tottering  under  their  burdens,  and  the  tenth  have  no  burden  at 
all,  and  be  carried  on  their  shoulders  besides.  And  such  is  supposed  to  be 
the  actual  condition  of  society  in  general.  Such  is  supposed  to  be  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  this  argument  is  put 
fortb,  and  such  the  flourishing  condition  of  these  modest  Tory  sages  who 
preach  the  endurance  from  the  tops  of  the  others'  backs. 

When  Tories  resort  to  philosophy,  it  is  always  to  recommend  some 
endurance  on  the  part  of  others.  Touch  their  own  toes  and  they  are  all 
for  fire  and  fury,  or  for  genteelly  shedding  "  a  little  blood  or  so,"  d  la 
Claverhouse,  and  having  no  pity.  Fiat  Toryismus,  mat  cesium.  They 
would  blow  Christianity  itself  to  the  Devil^  if  it  did  not  mean  the  Bishops. 
We  have  an  intimation  how  cavalierly  they  could  treat  the  Divine  Being 
in  the  Introduction  to  Faust,  which  is  all  fine  and  philosophical,  being 
written  by  a  Minister  of  State,  but  would  be  sheer  blasphemy,  and  could 
have  no  possible  good  aim,  had  it  come  from  the  pen  of  a  Radical.  It 
might  be  advisable  even  to  be  cautious  how  any  Radical  eye  ventured 
to  discern  a  good  through  the  evil  of  that  introduction,  a  piety  through 
the  impiety.  Such  strong  perceptions  are  a  privilege  for  those  whose  mode 
of  turning  them  to  account,  demands  to  be  treated  with  still  greater  re- 
spect, and  to  be  considered  everything  that  is  Christian  while  it  vio- 
lates every  Christian  principle,— < 

Proving  their  doctrine  orthodox 
By  apostolic  blows  and  knocks. 

It  was  a  Christian  minister  of  this  sort,  who,  having  a  dispute  with 
another  as  to  the  right  of  reading  a  funeral  service,  came  rushing  in, 
when  his  rival  was  commencing  with  the  words  '^  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life ;"  and  exclaimed,  snatching  the  prayer-book  out  of  his  hand, 
"  You  the  resurrection  and  the  life :  a  pretty  piece  of  impudence^  i'faith  ! 
/  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life." 

It  is  possible  that  the  average  amount  of  happiness  and  misery  is  the 
same  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  conditions  of  society ;  but  as  there  is  no 
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pMHbitHy  <lf  prating  it,  it  is  an  ttssumptioii  good  only  fbr  the  last  re- 
sources of  endurance ;  and  unless  a  further  proof  could  be  adduced  in 
favour  of  the  equal  happiness  of  m^n  at  all  times^   the  whole  notion 
bomes  to  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  activity  and  want^  and  of  the  desire  of 
ihiproving  one's  condition.     If  we,  for  one^  thought  the  state  of  man- 
kind unalterable^  we  should  be  heartily  for  making  the  best  of  it  as  it 
is ;  nay^  and  we  are  for  making  the  best  of  it  at  all  events :  in  theory, 
by  supposing  the  best  necessity  for  all  that  has  ever  happened   in  the 
world ;  and  in  practice,  both  by  making  the  best  of  what  good  we  pos- 
sess, and  endeavouring  to  bring  about  all  the  good  we  can  conceive. 
We  grant,  furthermore,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  good  in  the 
world  than  the  world  turns  to  account.    One  of  our  greatest  hopes  of 
its  improvement  is  connected  with  that  belief;  and  we  are  of  opinion, 
also,  that  much  of  what  is  considered  in  a  light  fit  for  lamentation,  is 
not  at  all  so ;  that  the  blessings  we  bestow  on  less  civilized   foreign 
nations  are  not  seldom  nuisances,  only  to  be  reconciled  to  a  sound  phil« 
anthropy,  by  the  hope  of  their  leading  to  something  better  for  us  all ;  and 
finally,  we  believe  that  a  great  deal  of  the  real  happiness  of  mankind 
arises  from  the  mind's  being  in  a  state  of  activity  or  movement,  apart 
from  any  thing  specifically  happy  or  miserable,  motion  being  in  the 
nature  of  aU  things,  and  good  for  its  own  sake.     But  a  wonderful  deal 
of  care  remains  which  the  human  being  struggles  to  get  rid  off,  and 
which  puts  the  struggle  to  a  pain  beyond  that  which  is  good  and  whole- 
some ;  and  to  suppose  that  mankind  can  or  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
misery  of  this  struggling,  out  of  a  notion  that  they  would  not  be  the 
happier  without  it,  and  that  they  are  all  equally  happy,  strugglisg  or 
not  struggling,  is  to  suppose,  that  endeavour  itself  is  not  a  part  of  man's 
nature,  or  that  you  could  persuade  a  Tory,  when  his  horse  has  thrown 
him  in  a  ditch,  that  he  might  as  well  live  in  the  ditch  all  day,  as  get  up 
and  go  to  dinner. 

The  remark,  that  the  amount  of  happiness  and  misery  has  ever  been 
the  same,  is  not  new ;  though  there  is  something  new  enough  in  the 
fancy  that  it  can  be  brought  forward  at  the  present  moment  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  world.  It  is  just  as  if  you  were  to  tell  a  hungry  man, 
that  hunger  and  a  satisfied  appetite  are  equally  pleasant.  The  poor 
want  bread.  They  are  getting  knowledge,  and  knowledge  teaches  how 
to  get  power :  and  they  will  have  both  bread  and  power.  When  a  little 
better  share  of  both  these  advantages  is  in  their  possession,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  recommend  to  their  consideration  the  average  quantity 
of  human  happiness  and  misery. 

The  tragedy  runs  instinctively  into  farce,  or  the  chief  actors  in  it 
themselves  could  not  bear  it.  It  is  out  of  this  perplexity  between  the 
habitual  selfishness,  and  the  natural  humanity  of  the  very  Tories,  that 
they  exhibit,  to  those  who  know  them  thoroughly,  so  ludicrous,  yet  so 
appalling  a  combination  of  an  endeavour  to  be  in  earnest,  with  jovial 
escapes  of  candour,  and  a  frightful  effort  to  represent  their  wretched 
transitory  system  of  violence  and  injustice,  as  a  beautiful  and  perma- 
nent manifestation  of  God's  providence.  It  is  for  a  similar  reason,  and 
partly  to  attempt  a  cheat  upon  their  own  consciences,  that  they  talk  so 
much  about  retsignation ;  of  making  the  best  of  things ;  and  of  the  cer- 
tainty that  God  will  dispose  of  everything  as  it  best  pleases  him ;— - 
meaning,  that  he  so  disposes  it  in  the  instance  of  their  ascendency,  tod 
that  whatever  enormities  they  may  commit  to  sustain  it,  success  will 
establish  their  justice.    Yet  the  resignation,  observe,  is  never  on  their 
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own  Bides.  They  put  no  trust  in  God  as  long  as  they  can  hare  reooorse 
to  bribery  and  corruption,  and  a  good  knock  on  the  head.  They  are  for 
doing  what  they  like  '^  with  their  own ;"  but  by  no  means  for  letting 
you,  or  the  Almighty  himself,  do  a  bit  of  it,-^suppo8ing  resignation  to 
be  from  Him.  One  aristocratic  philosopher  turns  round  from  a  table 
monopolized  by  a  few,  and  overflowing  with  '*  every  luxury  in  season," 
and  has  the  face  to  tell  the  starving  fellow-creature  who  made  it,  that 
*'  the  table's  full."  Another  asks  them  what  is  the  use  of  making  a 
noise,  since  the  amount  of  happiness  and  misery  has  been  the  same  in  all 
ages,  and  therefore  to  have  no  dinner  is  as  good  as  turtle. 

The  arguments  about  Providence  and  moral  order  are  soon  disposed 
of.    It  must  be  admitted,  that  if  Providence,  or  the  making  provision 
for  the  good  of  the  world,— -and  moral  order,  or  the  smooth  and  happy 
working  of  the  system,—- consist  in  three  men's  sitting  down  to  table  and 
stuffing  themselves,  while  three  thousand  are  looking  on  and  complain, 
ing, — and  if  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven,  for  its  inscratable  purposes,  (and 
in  this  part  of  our  sentence  we  desire  to  express  ourselves  very  gravely 
and  religiously,)  that  a  system  apparently  so  unaccountable  should  con. 
tinue,  it  will  continue,  do  or  say  what  we  may  against  it.    The  Tories 
need  not  write  in  its  favour,  any  more  than  the  Radicals  need  oppose  it. 
But  if  there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  man  which  induces  him,  on  re* 
flection,  as  well  as  in  his  first  impulses,  not  to  regard  this  view  of  the 
designs  of  Providence  as  the  just  one,  but  more  or  less  to  labour  to 
prove  it  another,  and  if,  in  the  course  of  these  labours,  governments  are 
altered,  kings  are  overthrown,  political  ascendencies  swept  away,  and 
the  arguments  of  those  who  maintain  it  are  otherwise  perplexed,  then 
the  chance  is,  that  Providence  intends  9ome  further  working  of  its  pro-- 
tfidence  to  be  manifested  in  due  season.    And  if  it  be  replied,  that  all 
this  uneasy  endeavour  and  occasional  change  is  only  a  part  of  the  action 
necessary  to  human  kind,  (which  the  far  greater  part  of  the  rich,  ob- 
serve, do  not  share  in,)  the  rejoinder  is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  prove 
it ;  that  the  ascendency  of  unjust  power,  long  as  it  has  existed  in  one 
sense,  has  been  but  of  inconceivably  short  duration  in  the  amount  of 
time ;  and  that  the  same  excuse  which  gives  any  sort  of  power  all  the 
power  it  really  possesses,  to  wit,  the  sympathy  and  acquiescence  of  man. 
kind,  would  render  the  very  best  and  justest  power  the  very  greatest 
uni  most  durable,  because  it  would  unite  in  its  favour  all  which  reason 
and  prosperity  could  do  for  it,  as  well  as  the  force  of  habit.   . 

As  to  the  assumption  that  all  men,  somehow  or  other,  have  an  equal 
portion  of  happiness  and  misery,  there  is  an  easy  and  visible  proof  to 
the  contrary,  which  stares  every  one  in  the  face.  It  is  in  the  faces  of 
the  poor.  Go  to  any  assembly  of  the  rich,  and  you  may  see,  it  is  true, 
marks  of  many  cares  and  many  follies ;  and  evidences  to  make  you 
wonder  how  so  insipid  and  trifling  a  generation  are  allowed  to  have  pri- 
vileges of  superfluity  injurious  to  millions  who  are  certainly  not  their 
inferiors ;  but  you  will  see,  nevertheless,  a  great  amount  of  comfort  and 
health,  and  this,  too,  in  spite  of  bad  hours  and  other  abuses  of  luxury. 
They  are  not  so  happy  as  might  be  supposed.  They  want  employment 
enough,  ideas,  and  good  faith  in  one  another.  They  are  obliged  to  think 
ill  of  mankind  in  order  to  reconcile  the  secret  sense  of  the  injustice  of 
their  position ;  intrigue  of  all  sorts  will  not  allow  them  to  think  too 
well  of  their  own  class,  and  they  go  through  life  gaping,  lounging, 
tattling,  drinking,  and  being  satiated,  and  asking  themselves  at  the  close 
o£  youth  "  What  it  is  worth  ?"    This  is  true,  and  shews  that  the  rich  are 
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in  a  wr«Dg  position  m  well  m  the  poor.  M'^hatsoever  tball  render  the 
condition  of  all  claMea  more  equal,  will  do  good  to  all.  But  still,  look 
at  their  faces,  and  you  will  see  that  they  are  not  a  twentieth  part  so 
unhappy  as  the  poor.  They  are  not  afflicted  with  the  worst  evils  of  life, 
such  as  make  the  cheeks  and  the  eyes  hollow,  even  in  the  prime  of  a 
man's  days,  and  torment  his  heart  for  what  shall  happen  to  his  family. 
They  are  in  easy  physical  condition ;  they  are  at  least  negatively  happy 
compared  with  the  others ;  they  are  not  beset  with  the  taskmaster  and 
the  tax^atherer ;  they  may  indulge  the  natural  affections ;  they  know 
not  the  misery  of  wanting  food  and  clothing ;  they  do  aot  dream  of  the 
work-house  and  the  hospital,  nor  wake  to  see  such  dreams  realized ;  in 
short,  again  we  say,  look  at  them,  and  look  also  at  their  children ;  look 
at  their  sons  and  daughters,  with  their  handsome  smooth  faces,  and  the 
world  of  elegant  comfort  in  which  they  are  bred  up  i  and  then  compare 
those  few  with  theee  many.  Go  through  a  manufacturing  town;  see  the 
masters  and  their  clerks  looking  as  comfortable  as  in  most  other  places, 
notwithstanding  what  is  said  of  bad  air  and  unwholesome  occupations, 
(the  worst  air  is  the  breath  of  sorrow ;)  and  then  look  at  the  operatives, 
the  workmen,  and  see  what  their  faces  tell  you :  see,  in  contrast  with 
the  few  people  at  the  head  of  an  establishment,  the  many  who  do  the 
hard  work  for  it,  and  who  make  it  rich :  behold  their  sunken  and  dis- 
coloured  cheeks,  their  eyes  staring  with  wretched  and  wondering 
thoughts ;  and  observe,  in  the  faces  of  their  children,  the  premature, 
worldly  trouble,  and  (what  would  be  worse,  if  it  were  not  an  effort  of 
nature  at  relief)  the  premature  worldly  vices,  the  cunning,  the  bad 
opinion,  the  sensuality,  the  hard  and  impudent  instinct  of  despair  and 
self-defence.  A^e  have  seen  girls  of  twelve  years  of  age  at  Notting- 
ham, with  the  looks  of  half-starved  abandoned  women  of  forty.  The 
purse-proud  aristocrat  turns  away  from  them  in  disgust,  and  sits  down 
to  a  dinner  of  repletion  collected  out  of  their  labours. 

When  the  poor  have  faces  as  healthy  and  careless  as  the  rich,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  let  the  argument  about  the  average  amount  of  happi- 
ness be  brought  forward  ;  or  let  the  rich  give  up  their  good  dinners 
and  good  looks,  and  say  they  are  as  happy  in  misery  as  they  were  in 
happi;iess.  These  fine  gratuitous  abstractions,  very  amusing  to  gentle- 
men who  crack  their  walnuts  after  a  good  dinner,  and  push  the  bottle, 
only  serve  to  irritate  those  who  are  hungering  and  thirsting,  and  curs- 
ing the  tax-gatherers.  And  this  position  of  the  two  parties  is  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of.  If  the  aristocratical,  and  those  who  are  well  off,  are 
not  always  pushing  the  bottle,  while  they  are  lecturing  the  poor,  they 
are  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  a  state  of  blood  and  body  pro- 
duced by  it,  or  at  least  by  good  living.  Parliament  legislates  under  it. 
Magistrates  commit  under  it.  Bishops  preach  under  it.  Generals  and 
FieUUmarshals  are  for  being  "  vigorous**  under  it.  Our  government  is  a 
bottle-and-beef  government,  with  bowels  closed  against  compassion  by  the 
fat  of  the  land.  Its  least  "  refreshment," — ^its  common  every-day  lunch,—- 
would  be  a  feast  to  a  labouring  man,  such  as  he  would  chalk  up  the  days 
for,  till  it  arrived.  Its  dinners  would  bewilder  him  to  look  at ;  and  yet, 
so  small  is  its  imagination,  so  wonderfully  unsympathetic  and  in  bad 
taste  its  public  habits,  that  it  is  ostentatious  of  its  feast  days  and  its 
luxurious  tables.  It  is  always  dining  out,  and  in  public  ;  and  shewing 
the  indignant  penny-reader  of  the  newspapers  how  it  revels  in  *'  every 
luxury  of  the  season."  Royalty  is  always  dining  thus ;  and  thus  dineth 
mayoralty  : — thus  dine  the  judges,  and  the  ministers,  and  the  generals. 
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and  the  Nulli  Seeundus  clubs,  and  the  parish  officers  ;  and  by  the  side  of 
the  columns  which  record  the  dining,  are  recorded  the  people  who  starve 
upon  the  three-and-twopence  a  week,  who  die  at  the  doorways  of  parish 
officers,  or  who,  as  the  only  means  of  avoiding  death,  steal  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  getting  into  prison,  and  go  to  it  rejoicing,  that  they 
are  to  have  a  fiftieth  part  of  the  bit  of  bread  which  the  gourmand  has 
steeped  into  his  turtle — contrasts  disgraceful  to  an  age  pretending  to 
be  civilized ;  and  yet  so  common,  that  the'  mention  of  them  is  received 
with  canting  bursts  of  angry  hypocrisy,  and  pretences  that  they  cannot 
be  helped ! 

Little  is  a  similar  answer  thought  decent  or  humane,  when  angry  Re- 
volution comes,  and  starved  madmen  thrust  their  bloody  hands  into  the 
teeth  of  madmen  stuffed  full.  May  God,  and  those  who  help  his  good 
work,  avert  from  mankind  the  necessity  of  any  more  such  frightful  les- 
sons. And  averted,  we  believe,  it  will  be  ;  not  because  **  rich  men"  have 
grown  wiser,  or  their  money-changers  know  much  more  of  the  right 
path  than  they ;  but  because  the  poor  are  daily  increasing  in  the  calm 
power  of  knowledge,  which,  while  it  brings  patience  to  endure  hu- 
manely, brings  authority  to  demand  invincibly. 

The  best  answer  to  a  bad  argument  is  a  Birmingham  meeting. 


Letters  from  the  Hon.  Horace  Walpole  to  Sir  Horace  Mann, 
British  Envoy  at  Florence. — From  the  year  1741  to  1760.  Bentley, 
London. 

Who  could  have  hoped  for  such  a  stroke  of  good  fortune  as  this  in  the 
summer  of  1833 !     Horace  Walpole  once  more  resuscitated  to  amuse 
and  enliven,  to  while   away  heavy  hours,  and   beguile  ennui  with  gay 
prattle  and  graceful  trifling.    The  world  has  now  settled  its  estimate  of 
the  Lord  of  Strawberry  Hill  with  tolerable  fairness.     He  is  not  reckoned 
quite  80  great  a  genius  as  he  was  deemed  some  half-century  ago,  when 
the  little  girls  of  England  sewed  his  shew  bit  of  Guelphic  Gothic  in  their 
samplers  ;  nor  yet  so  filigree  and  japan  a  personage,  as  he  was  set  down 
by  his  first  critics.     He  was,  whatever  else,  the  antipodes  of  his  father ; 
and  a  wonderfully  harmless,  and  marvellously  clever  person  to  have  been 
the  son  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  bred  near  and  within  the  heavy  and 
poisoned  atmosphere  of  the  Court  of  George  11.    He  was,  unquestionably, 
the  prince  of  the  polite  gossips  of  his  generation ;  and,  happily,  for  the  en. 
tertainment  of  posterity,  one  of  the  few  British  male  persons  born  with  an 
irresistible  propensity  to  write  letters.     Whatever  a  man  does  from  an 
inherent  necessity  of  his  nature,  from  the  impulse  of  his  genius,  he  will 
generally  do  well ;  or,  at  least,  accomplish  with  freedom  and  facility, 
which  are  always  graceful  and  attractive,  though  the  art  itself  were  one 
so  seeming  simple  as  opening  an  oyster.    Walpole's  letters  are,  accord, 
ingly,  always  easy  and  graceful,  and,  for  him,  extremely  natural  produc. 
tions.     The  constitutional  necessity  of  telling,  once  a-day,  or  oftener, 
whatever  he  had  said,  done,  heard,  or  fancied,  his  ban  mote,  and  his 
pleasantries,  left  him  no  leisure  to  be  premeditative,  stiff,  and  studied. 
He  was  immeasurably  vain  after  his  own  peculiar  fashion,  though  shrewd 
and  sensible ;  and  this  vanity,  which  could  not  expend  itself  in  convQ|-sa. 
tion,  found  a  vent,  a  valve,  in  letter.writing.     He  did  not  so  much  require 
a  correspondent  as  a  recipient.     Slender  sympathy  sufficed  in  his  friends  ; 
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for,  though  polite  and  friendly,  he  never  lost  a  night's  sleep  for  them  ; 
and  his  selfishness  was  too  reasonable  and  welUbred  to  expect  that  they 
should  disturb  themselves  much  ahout  him.  Friendships  and  enmities 
he  had  none ;  but  he  was  true,  and  sometimes  warm  in  his  kind  fancies^ 
and  as  unreasonable  in  his  pettishnesses.  Grsmmont,  Madame  de  Se- 
vign^.  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  and  Chesterfield  had,  before  his  advent, 
made  letter*writing  the  field  in  which  the  still  unpublishing  aristocracy 
were  to  contend  for  literary  superiority,  animated  by  the  comforting 
assurance  that,  by  the  industry  of  their  friends  and  admirers,  the  manu- 
script epistolary  effusions  might  obtain  greater  publicity  than  most 
volumes  sent  abroad  in  types,  with  the  deferred  consolation  of  even- 
tually finding  prolonged  and  wider  existence,  or  epistolary  immortality 
Itself,  when  modesty  should  give  way  to  friendly  importunity,  or  the 
testamentary  bequest,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  find  its  way  to  the  Lin- 
tots  and  Dodsleys  of  future  years.  With  Grammont,  Chesterfield, 
and  de  Sevign^  for  models,  Horace  Walpole  early  enjoyed  th*  friend- 
ship or  acquaintanceship  of  Gray  the  poet,  the  advantages  of  what  is 
still  called  the  best  education,  an  enviable,  or,  at  least,  a  conspicuoos 
position  in  society,  and  sprightly  natural  parts.  Nature  had  also  bestowed 
upon  him  some  share  of  heart  and  conscience  (which  he  thought  it  vulgar 
to  possess)  to  balance  an  immense  portion  of  vanity  and  animal  vivacity, 
but  not  enough  to  exalt,  expand,  and  refine  his  moral  character, — a  scanty 
endowment  of  moral  qualities  for  a  noble-minded  man,  but  quite  enough 
for  a  wit,  a  man  of  fashion  and  of  fastidiously  fine  taste,  uniting  the 
elegancies  and  refinements  of  the  travelled  courtier  with  the  accom- 
plishments of  the  scholar  and  the  powers  of  original  genius, — a  something 
which  was  to  be  thoroughly  English,  yet  above  every  British  thing; 
unique,  but  not  singular  ;  sparkling,  and  yet  profound ;  witty,  but  wise 
withal.  That  he  was  a  man  of  wit  and  conventional  good  taste,  as  these 
qualities  were  understood,  not  by  the  boorish  semi-German  Court  of  the 
first  Hanoverian  Princes  in  Britain,  but  by  the  refined  and  elegant  who 
condescended  to  laugh  at  these  circles,  is  undeniable.  Within  his  own 
small  range,  his  acuteness  possessed  the  readiness  and  certainty  of  in- 
stinct ;  but  he  sadly  mistook  when  he  imagined  himself  a  liberal  philo- 
sopher. His  genius  was  small,  and  cold : — by  force  of  imitation  he 
wrote  the  *'  Mysterious  Mother." 

Walpole's  Letters  are  less  valuable  for  the  disclosures  they  make  of 
his  personal  character  and  acquirements,  than  for  the  bird's-eye  view 
they  give  of  that  half-discovered  world  of  fashion  and  politics  into  which 
all  love  to  pry.  His  private  Memoirs  of  the  Court,  and  of  the  l^ngliA 
aristocracy,  are,  in  many  respects,  important  revelations.  He  does  not 
'^  peach,"  but  he  gossips  out  the  truth  of  his  contemporaries.  Their 
morals,  their  manners,  their  poverty  of  intellect  and  coldness  of  heart, 
the  sophisticated  system  of  their  social  life,  their 

MeannMs  that  soars,  and  pride  which  licks  the  dust, 
are  graphically  and  faithfully  transferred  to  his  piebald  or  illuminated 
pages,  with  only  a  feeble  consciousness  of  the  paltriness  or  sordid  baseness 
he  described,  and  with  no  intention  whatever  to  betray  the  Order,  from  spite 
to  certain  individuals  belonging  to  it, — ^men  and  women  especially,  whohad 
succeeded  the  Walpole  dynasty  in  favour,  popularity,  and  political  power. 
Thus,  though  the  Letters  of  Walpole  have  been  chiefly  valued  for  grace 
of  manner,  gay  anecdote,  pleasantry,  or  conversational  smartness  and 
polite  sarcasm,  we  attribute  to  these  lively  records  more  solid  merits. 
Their  indirect  tendency  is  worth  far  more  than  their  obvious  purpose. 
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though  the  writer  had  gained  it  to  his  fullest  content.  O^  iimkJfXi^ 
sent  collection  we  may  say,  that  it  shews  more  heart  and  less  ^9%^ 
sumption  than  some  of  those  that  have  already  been  published.  The 
Letters  are  often  hasty,  even  to  the  delightful  length  of  becoming 
h&rum-gcarum,  sparkling  with  sallies  of  wit>  and  glowing  with  escapes 
of  feeling, — ^though  that  not  much.  There  are,  however,  several  pas« 
sages,  some  particularly  about  a  widow's  son  whom  he  had  sent  to  his 
friend  as  a  servant,  that  shew  considerate  benevolence,  as  well  as  what 
is  less  rare  in  his  condition,  amiability  of  disposition,  which  induce  us 
to  believe  that  Walpole  was  far  from  UUnatured,  when  not  yielding  to 
the  ready  temptation  of  making  a  hit,  or  barbing  a  poignant  sentence. 
People  who  must  be  witty,  must  be  very  witty  indeed  to  be  always  Just. 
But  it  is  time  that  we  come  to  the  Letters.  They  commence  with  a 
memorable  historical  epoch. 

The  state  of  public  affairs,  when  this  correspondence  commencjBs,  is 
striking  from  resemblance  to  the  present  position  of  the  Government. 
That  it  was  a  Ministry  nominally  Whig  which  retired,  while  Tories,  or  a 
mixed  race,  succeeded  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  makes,  as  our  readers  are 
aware,  the  slightest  possible  essential  difference ;  one  of  name  merely.  Let 
them  assume  1741,  as  1833,  and  "  the  Duke^"  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  all 
the  rest  is  easily  made  out.  Against  him  were  united  the  Opposition, 
or  '^  Patriots,"  as  they  were  named,  led  by  Pohney;  and  the  Tories,  or. 
Jacobites,  who  had  never,  till  now  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a 
strong  pull  in  order  to  pitch  out  Sir  Robert,  acted  any  more  cordially 
with  the  "  Patriots"  than  their  legitimate  deaoendentSj,  the  Conser. 
vatives,  would  do  with  the  Radicals  now.  Immense  efforts  were  made 
at  the  general  election  of  1741  by  all  the  three  parties.  But,  after 
A  series  of  defeats  in  both  Houses,  where  ministerial  majorities  were 
dwindling  to  6,  4,  and  3  or  9,  Sir  Robert  was,  early  in  1742,  forced  to 
resign,  and  went  up  to  the  House  of  Peers  an  Earl,  with  a  pension  of 
L.4,000,  and  the  honours  of  an  Earl's  daughter  bestowed  on  his  natural 
daughter.  The  backstair  scenes,  the  attachment  of  the  King  to  his  old 
Minister,  the  meannesses,  the  duplicitjr,  the  perfidy,  the  pitiful  intrigues 
of  the  period,  exactly  reflect,  or  rather  foreshadow  the  scenes  now 
acting  before  us.  The  stage,  the  moving-strings,  the  dirty  machinery, 
are  still  the  same ;  the  puppets  have  merely  changed  names,  and  modern- . 
ized  their  dresses.  Though  Carteret  was  ostensibly  premier,  the  king 
was  still  secretly  advised  by  his  old  friend  Sir  Robert,  now  Earl  Orford  ; 
and  when  Pelham  drove  out  Lord  Carteret,  Sir  Robert  being  now  ga- 
thered to  his  fathers,  the  latter  nobleman  became  royal  adviser.  And 
then  came  the  Rebellion  of  1745,  and  a  succession  of  rickety,  contemp- 
tible governments  gliding  on  and  away  like  Banquo's  lineage.  This  pe- 
riod of  history  afforded  full  scope  for  the  pen  of  the  epistolary  Horace 
Walpole,  and  its  rapidly-shifting  lights  and  shadows  are,  in  general,  fe- 
licitously touched.  This  was  also  the  era  of  the  complete  naturalization 
of  the  Italian  Opera  in  England ;  of  the  avatar  of  many  celebrated  Court 
beauties ;  and  a  flourishing  season  for  old  china,  filigree,  enamel,  and 
picture  auctions,  duels,  scandals,  dowager  absurdities,  and  contested  elec- 
tions for  Westminster.  Walpole  is  alike  great  in  all.  Mr.  Pultney  then 
moved  for  all  papers,  &c.,  &c.,  between  George  II.  and  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  and  their  ministers,  just  as  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  does  now 
for  correspondence  with  the  Belgian  Government  and  Don  Pedro.  There 
is  an  investigation  into  the  Westminster  election,  which  was  lost  by  the 
Court  party  by  a  single  vote,  that  might  have  occurred  last  month. 
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<<  That  day  (Tuesday)  we  went  on  the  merits  of  the  cause,  and  at  ten  at  night  di- 
vided, and  lost  it  They  had  220 ;  we  216,  so  the  election  was  declared  void.  You  see 
four  is  a  fortunate  number  to  them.  We  had  forty-one  more  members  in  town,  who 
would  not,  or  could  not  come  down.  The  time  is  a  touchstone  for  wavering  con- 
sciences. All  the  arts,  money,  promises,  threats,  all  the  arts  of  the  former  year,  41, 
an  applied  ;  and  self-interest,  in  the  shape  of  Scotch  members — nay,  and  of  English 
ones,  operates  to  the  aid  of  their  party,  and  to  the  defeat  of  ours.*' 

«  By  a  majority  of  six,  they  voted  that  the  soldiers,  who  had  been  sent  for  after 
the  poll  was  closed  to  save  Lord  Sundon's  *  life,  had  eome  in  a  military  and  illegal 
.manner,  and  Influenced  the  election.  In  short,  they  determined,  as  Mr.  Murray  bad 
'dictated  to  them,  that  no  civil  magistrate,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  though  he 
may  not  be  able  to  suppress  even  a  riot  by  the  assistance  of  the  militia  and  consubles, 
may  call  in  the  aid  of  the  army.  Is  not  this  doing  the  work  of  the  Jacobites?  have 
they  any  other  view  than  to  render  the  riot  act  useless  ?  and  then  they  may  rise  for 
the  Pretender  whenever  they  please." 

For  Jacobites  read  Radicals,  and  for  Pretender,  Spoliation  and  Revo- 
lution,  and  the  coincidence  is  complete. 

"  We  sat  till  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the  morning ;  the  longest  day  that  ever 
was  known.  I  say  nothing  of  myself,  for  I  could  but  just  speak  when  1  came  away, 
but  Sir  Robert  was  as  well  as  ever,  and  spoke  with  as  much  spirit  as  ever,  at  four 
o^clock  :  this  way,  they  will  not  kill  him  ;  I  will  not  answer  for  any  other.  As  he 
came  out,  Whitehead,  the  author  of  Manners,  and  agent,  with  one  Carey,  a  surgeon, 
for  the  Opposition,  said,  *  D — n  him,  how  well  he  looks  !*  Immediately  after  their 
success.  Lord  Oage  went  forth,  and  begged  there  might  be  no  mobbing ;  but  last  night* 
we  had  bonfires  all  over  the  town.** 

Here  is  a  stroke  of  truth  which  may  tell  still. 

<<  Well,  now  I  come  to  yesterday :  we  met,  not  expecting  much  business.  Five  of 
our  members  were  gone  to  the  York  election,  and  the  three  Lord  Beauclercs  to  their 
mother^s  funeral  at  Windsor,  for  that  old  beauty  Sl  Albans  is  dead  at  last.  On  this 
they  depended  for  getting  the  majority,  and  towards  three  o*clock,  when  we  thought 
of  breaking  up,  poured  in  their  most  violent  questions  ;  one  was  a  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  place  bill,  to  limit  the  number  of  placemen  in  the  Hou8&  Thit  was 
not  opposed,  because,  out  of  decency,  it  is  generally  suffered  to  pass  the  Commons, 
and  is  thrown  out  by  the  Lords  ;  only  Colonel  Cholmondeley  desired  to  know  if  they 
designed  to  limit  the  number  of  those  that  have  promises,  of  places,  as  well  as  of  those 
that  have  places  now.  I  must  tell  you  that  we  are  a  very  Conclave ;  they  buy  votes 
with  reversions  of  places  on  the  change  of  the  Ministry.** 

The  Opposition  triumphed  so  far,  that  when  Pultney  tnoved  the  ap- 
pointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry,  it  was  lost  hy  only  three  votes. 
It  was  a  desperate  brush  on  both  sides. 

'<  It  was  a  most  shocking  sight  to  see  the  sick  and  dead  brought  in  on  both  sides ! 
Men  on  crutches,  and  Sir  William  Gordon  from  his  bed,  with  a  blister  on  his  head, 
and  flannel  hanging  out  from  under  his  wig.  I  could  scarce  pity  him  for  his  ingra- 
titude. The  day  before  the  Westminster  petition,  Sir  Charles  Wager  gave  his  son  a 
ship,  and  the  next  day  the  father  came  down  and  voted  against  him.  The  son  has 
since  been  cast  away,  but  they  concealed  it  from  the  father  that  he  might  not  absent 
himsel£  However,  as  we  have  our  good-natured  men,  too,  on  our  side,  one  of  his  own 
countrymen  went  and  told  him  of  it  in  the  house.  The  old  man,  who  looked  like 
Lazarus  at  his  resuscitation,  bore  it  with  great  resolution,  and  said,  he  knew  why  he 
was  told  of  it,  but,  when  he  thought  his  country  in  danger,  he  would  not  go  away. 
As  he  is  so  near  death,  that  it  is  indifferent  to  him  whether  he  died  two  thousand 
years  ago  or  to-morrow,  it  is  unlucky  for  him  not  to  have  lived  when  such  insensi- 
bility would  have  been  a  Roman  virtue. 

<<  There  are  no  arts,  no  menaces  which  the  Opposition  do  not  practise.  They  have 
threatened  one  gentleman,  to  have  a  reversion  cut  off  from  his  son,  unless  he  will 
vote  with  them.  To  Totness  there  came  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  from  the  Prince^  and 
signed  by  two  of  his  Lords,  to  reconunend  a  candidate  in  opposition  to  the  Sollcitor- 


*  Lord  Sundon  and  Sir  Charles  Wager  had  been  the  Court  candidates  for  West* 
minster. 
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GeneniL  The  mayor  tent  the  letter  to  Sir  Robert.  They  have  turned*  the  Scotch  to 
the  best  account.  There  ia  a  young  Oswald  who  had  engaged  to  Sir  R.,  but  has  roted 
aguiniC  ua.  Sir  R.  sent  a  friend  to  reproach  him ;  the  moment  the  gentleman  who 
had  engaged  for  him  came  info  the  room,  Oawald  said,  '  ITou  ?Md  like  to  have  led 
me  into  a  fine  error  !  did  you  not  tell  me  that  Sir  R.  would  have  the  majority  9'  "* 

Mr.  Walpole  gives  this  pathetic  scene  :— 

'<  The  Prince  will  be  reconciled,  and  the  Whig  patriots  will  come  in.  There  were 
•  ftw  bonfires  last  night,  but  they  are  very  unfashionable,  for  nerer  was  fallen  Mi- 
iiister  BO  followed.  When  be  kiaeed^the  King's  hand  to  taike  his  first  leave,  the  King 
ftll  on  his  neck,  wept  and  kissed  him,  and  begged  to  see  him  frequently.  He  will 
continue  in  town,  and  assist  the  Ministry  in  the  Lords.  Mr.  Pelham  has  declared 
that  he  will  accept  nothing  that  was  Sir  Robert's ;  and  this  moment  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  has  been  here  from  Court  to  tell  Sir  R.  that  he  had  resigned  the  masterslup 
of  the  horse,  having  receired  it  from  him,  unasked,  and  that  he  would  not  keep  it 
beyond  his  Ministry." 

His  resignation  turned  out  a  mistake.  The  Duke  was  not  quite  so 
magnanimous  either  in  friendship  or  political  gratitude.  ''  In  the  midst 
of  all  this,"  says  Walpole,  *'  we  are  diverting  ourselves  as  cordially  as 
if  Righteousness  and  Peace  had  just  been  kissing  each  other.  Balls,  ope- 
ras, and  masquerades  1" 

As  we  are  probably  on  the  verge  of  another  broad^bottomed  adminis- 
tration, it  is  amusing  and  instructive  to  read  of  the  first.  The  Opposi- 
tion had  been  accustomed  to  meet  at  the  Fountain  Tavern.  On  the  re- 
signatioQ  of  Walpole,  dissensions  broke  out  much  more  violently  among 
them  than  before  the  battle  was  gained,  and  while  they  were  united  by  a 
common  object.  Lord  Carteret  and  the  Earl  of  TVinchelsea  refused  to 
attend  those  preliminary  sittings,  sayings  they  never  dined  at  a  tavern. 
There  was  regular  squabbling  among  the  Ministers,  just  as  there  is  still. 

The  Tories  then  were  no  more  virulent  against  the  discomfited  Mi- 
nister, than  are  the  candid  and  generous  Whigs  against  the  disgraced 
Tories  at  present.  They  nobly  and  magnanimously  wished  to  oonciliate. 
"  The  Tories  declare  against  any  further  prosecution — if  Tories  [Wliigs] 
there  are ;  for  now  one  hears  of  nothing  but  the  Broad  Bottom  ;  it  is 
the  reigning  cant- word,  and  means  taking  all  parties  indifferently  into 
the  Ministry,"  It,  or  its  equivalent,  will  soon  be  the  "  reigning  cant- 
word"  again.  Its  sweeping  meanings  will  comprehend  Mr.  Peel,  and  not 
reject  the  Earl  of  Melville,  or  any  practical  statesman.  What  foUows 
the  announcement  of  the  Broad  Bottom  is  delightfully  characteristic  of 
the  writer ;  but  first  for  the  credit  of  Mr.  Oswald's  country,  let  us  make 
this  entry : — *^  Yesterday  there  was  a  meeting  of  all  the  Scotch  of  our 
side,  who,  to  a  man,  determined  to  defend  Sir  Robert."  This  was  some- 
thing, whether  morally  right  or  wrong  we  shall  not  scrupulously  in- 
quire, for  Scotch  members  to  venture  for  a  dismissed  Minister,  though 
he  was  still  a  favourite  at  Court.  The  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
came  to  terms  of  decency  on  the  overthrow  of  the  Walpole  administra- 
tion. The  Prince  appeared  at  the  Royal  levee.  The  King  graciously 
said,  ^*  How  does  the  Princess  do  ?"  and  the  Prince  silently  kissed  his 
father's  hand. 

«  At  night  the  Royal  Family  were  all  at  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk's,  and  the  streets 
were  illuminated  and  bonfired. 

^  I  must  tell  you  how  fine  the  masquerade  of  last  night  was.  There  were  five 
hundred  persona,  in  the  greatest  variety  of  handsome  and  rich  dresses  I  ever  saw,  and 


*  This  is  the  same  Oswald,  whose  memoirs  were  lately  bitingly  noticed  in  the 
WeeUMnster  Review.  His  own  speech  is  the  bitterest  satire  that  ever  was  directed 
against  this  Scotchman  or  his  country. 
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all  the  jewelf  of  London— And  London  hat  somel  Then  were  dozens  of  nfljn 
of  Soota,  of  which  I  will  only  name  to  you  the  eldest  MIm  Shadwell  1  The 
of  Wales  was  one,  ooyered  vdth  diamonds,  hut  did  not  take  off  her  mask  ;  none  of 
the  Royalties  did,  but  everybody  else.  Lady  Conway  was  a  charming  BCary  Staaft ; 
Lord  and  Lady  Euston  man  and  woman  hussars.  But  the  two  finest  and  moat 
channing  masks  were  their  Graces  of  Richmond,  like  Harry  the  Eighth  and  Jane 
Seymour ;  ezoessirely  rich,  and  both  so  handsome  I  Here  is  a  nephew  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  who  was  in  armour,  and  his  Governor,  a  most  admirable  Quizoteb  TIkeve 
•were  quantities  of  pretty  Vandykes,  and  all  kinds  of  old  plcturas  walked  out  of  their 
frames.  It  was  an  assemblage  of  all  ages  and  nations,  and  wonld  haTS  looked  like 
the  diiy  of  judgment,  if  tradition  did  not  persuade  us  that  we  are  all  to  meet  naked, 
and  if  something  else  did  not  tell  us,  that  we  shall  not  mest  then  with  quite  se  much 
indiflhrence,  nor  thinking  quite  so  much  of  the  becoming*  My  dress  was  an  Aureng- 
aebe ;  but  of  all  extraragant  figures,  commend  me  to  our  ftiend  the  Countem  I  8he 
and  my  Lord  trudged  in,  like  pilgrims,  with  Test  staib  in  their  hands, — and  she  was 
so  heated,  that  you  ivould  hare  thought  her  pilgrimage  had  been,  like  Pantagruel^ 
Toyage,  to  the  Oracle  of  the  Bottle.** 

This  ia  th«  Countess  of  Pomfret,  one  of  tlie  frequent  aims  of  the  light, 
though  venomous  shafts  of  Walpole's  wit.  How  many  actions  does  the 
following  short  sentence  explain ! — '^'  I  am  just  going  to  the  Ridotto  ; 
one  hates  those  places,  comes  away  out  of  humour,  and  yet  one  goes 
again!" 

If  there  were  no  Manchester  massacres  in  those  days,  there  were  other 
things  wonderfully  like  events  that  occasionally  occur  stiU.  The  inci- 
dent below  is  a  lesson  ;  and  it  shews  besides,  that  Horace  Walpole  had 
oonsiderable  fragments  of  heart,  when  they  got  clear  of  the  rubbish  by 
which  they  were  overlaid. 

<*  There  has  lately  been  the  most  shocking  scene  of  murder  imagiaahle  ;  a  pareel  of 
drunken  constables  took  it  into  their  heads  to  put  the  lawrs  in  execution  ag-ainst  dU» 
orderly  persons,  and  so  took  up  every  woman  they  met,  till  they  had  collected  fire  or 
six-and-twenty,  all  of  whom  they  thrust  into  St.  Martinis  round-house,  where  they 
kept  them  all  night,  with  doors  and  windows  closed.  The  poor  creatures,  who  coirid 
not  stir  or  breathe^  screamed  as  long  as  they  had  any  bfeath  left,  begjfing  at  least 
for  waters  one  poor  wretch  said  she  was  worth  eighteen  pence,  and  would  gladly  give 
it  fw  a  draught  of  water,  but  in  vain !  So  well  did  they  keep  them  there^  that  in 
the  morning  four  were  found  stifled  to  death  ;  two  died  soon  after,  and  a  dozen  more 
are  in  a  shocking  way.  In  short,  it  is  horrid  to  think  what  the  poor  creatures  suf- 
fered ;  several  of  them  were  beg^rs,  who,  fh>m  having  no  lodging,  were  necessarily 
found  in  the  street,  and  others  honest  labouring  women.  One  of  the  dead  was  a  poor 
washerwoman,  big  with  child,  who  was  returning  home  late  fhMn  washing;  One  of 
the  constables  is  taken,  and  others  absconded;  but  I  question  if  any  of  them  will  suf- 
f^T  death  ;  though  the  greatest  criminals  in  this  town  are  the  officers  of  justice,  there 
is  no  tyranny  they  do  not  exercise,  no  yillany  of  which  they  do  not  pait^fr  These 
same  men,  the  same  night,  broke  into  a  bagnio  in  Covent-Garden,  and  took  up  Jack 
Spencer,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  Lord  Geoi^  Graham,  and  would  have  thrust  them  into 
the  round-house  with  the  poor  women,  if  they  h«d  not  been  worth  wiore  thaneighieea^ 
pence  /" 

The  Italics  are  not  ours.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  modem 
parallels  to  this  ease,  even  in  an  age  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  edifies 
the  fishermen  of  Milton  by  grave  assurances,  that  in  England  the  law 
knows  no  distinction  of  poor  and  rich ;  and  that  if  it  clap  them  up  in 
prison,  neither  did  it  spare  the  Honouralde  Mr.  Wellesley  Long  Pole.  It, 
however,  wrestled  long  with  his  naughtiness,  and  only  yielded  on  strong 
enforcement.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  a  man  of  lavish  expense,  was 
no  more  negligent  than  are  modern  Ministers  in  providing  for  **  his  own 
household  ;  and  his  youngest  son  found  the  more  leisure  to  write  charm- 
ing letters,  and  collect  nick-nackerie^  that  he  was  early  provided  with 
three  lucrative  patent  places.  Though  prudent  himself,  how  our  letter- 
writer  enjoys  a  joke,  against  his  frugal  grandsire,  chuckling  over  his  own 
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miperior  refinement.      Mr.  Walpole  had  sent  some  gifts  to  an  Italian 

princess^  who  was  profuse  of  thanks. 

«  Do  yoQ  know,  after  such  a  testimony  under  the  hand  of  a  Princess,  that  I  am 
detennined,  after  the  laudable  example  of  the  House  of  Medici,  to  take  the  title  of 
Horace  the  Magn^fieient !  I  am  only  afraid  it  would  be  a  dangerous  example  for 
my  posterity,  who  may  ruin  themselves  in  emulating  the  magnificence  of  their  aucea- 
tor.  It  happens  comically,  for  the  other  day,  in  remoying  from  Downing  Street, 
Sir  Robert  found  an  old  account-book  of  his  father,  wherein  he  set  down  all  his  ex- 
penses. In  three  months  and  ten  days  that  he  was  in  London  one  winter,  as  Member 
of  Parliament,  he  spent— what  do  you  think  ? — sixty-four'pounds,  seven  shillings  and 
fiyepence  I  There  are  many  articles  for  Nottingham  ale,  eightcen.pences  for  dinners, 
fiye  shillings  to  Bob,  {now  Rarl  of  Orford,)  and  one  memorandum  of  six  shillings, 
given  in  exchange  to  Mr.  Wilkins  for  his  wig ;  and  yet  this  old  man,  my  grandfather, 
had  two  thousand  pounds  a-year,  Norfolk  sterling.  He  little  thought  that  what 
maintained  him  for  a  whole  sessions  would  scarce  senre  one  of  his  younger  grand- 
sons to  buy  japan  and  fans  for  Princesses  at  Florence  I" 

In  a  very  delicate  affair,  Mr.  Walpole  clears  up  a  doubtful  pointy  and 

gives  his  correspondent  sage  advice. 

«  I  come  now  to  speak  to  you  of  the  affair  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle ;  but,  abso- 
lutely, on  considering  it  much  myself,  and  on  talking  of  it  with  your  brother,  we 
both  are  against  your  attempting  any  such  thing.  In  the  first  place,  I  never  heard  a 
suspicion  of  the  Duke's  taking  presents,  and  should  think  he  would  rather  be  affront- 
ed. In  the  next  place,  my  dear  child,  though  you  are  fond  of  that  coffee-pot,  it  would 
be  thought  nothing  among  such  wardrobes  as  he  has,  of  the  finest  wrought  plate :  why, 
he  has  a  set  of  gold  plates  that  would  make  a  figure  on  any  side-lxMrd  in  the  Ara- 
bian Tales ;  and  as  to  Benvenuto  Cellini,  if  the  Duke  could  take  it  for  his,  people  in 
England  understand  all  work  too  well  to  be  deceived.  Lastly,  as  there  has  been  no 
talk  of  alterations  in  the  Foreign  Ministers ;  and,  as  all  changes  seem  at  an  end,  why 
■honld  you  be  apprehensive  ?  As  to  Stone,*  if  anything  was  done^  to  be  sure  it  should 
he  to  him ;  though  I  really  canH  advise  even  that.** 

Great  advances  have  been  made  in  the  art  and  science  of  taxation  since 
Mr.  Walpole  said,— 

<<  The  ministry  are  much  distressed  on  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  the  money 
for  this  year.  There  is  to  be  a  lottery,  but  that  will  not  supply  a  quarter  of  what 
they  want.  They  have  talked  of  a  new  duty  on  tea,  to  be  paid  by  every  housekeeper 
for^all  the  persons  in  their  families ;  but  it  will  scarce  be  proposed.  Tea  is  so  uni- 
versal, that  it  would  make  a  greater  clamour  than  a  duty  on  wine.  Nothing  is  de- 
termined :  the  new  folks  do  not  shine  at  expedients.  Sir  Robertas  health  is  now 
drunk  at  all  the  clubs  in  the  city ;  there  they  are  for  having  him  made  a  duke>  and 
placed  again  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury ;  but  I  believe  nothing  could  prevail  on  him 
to  return  thither.  He  says  he  will  keep  the  twelfth  of  February  (the  day  he  resign- 
ed) with  his  family  as  long  as  he  lives.  They  talk  of  Sandys  being  raised  to  the 
peerage,  by  way  of  getting  rid  of  him :  he  is  so  dull,  they  can  scarce  drag  him  on.** 

True  it  is  that  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.  The  peers  of 
Geoi^e  II.  are  precisely  the  peers  of  William  IV.  Thus  does  Mr.  Wal- 
pole expatiate  in  commemorating  the  important  uses  of  ^this  mighty 
check  and  balance  of  the  constitution :— > 

• 

^  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  place  bill  has  met  with  the  same  fate /rom  the  Lordt 
as  the  pentum  bill  and  the  triennial  act ;  so  that,  after  all  their  clamour  and  chang- 
ing of  measqre^  they  have  not  been  able  to  get  one  of  their  popular  bills  passed,  though 
.  the  neifspapers,  for  these  three  months,  have  swarmed  toith  instructions  for  these 
jntrjioset/rom  the  constituents  qfall  parts  of  Great  Britain,  to  their  representatives,^* 

Their  Lordships  knew  better  than  to  give  way  to  '^  ignorant  public  cla- 
mour.   "  The  House,"  he  says,  "  met  last  Thu;iiday,  and  voted  the 
army  without  a  division.    Shippen  alon.e,  unchanged,  opposed  iti"    Of 
this  single  memher  Sir  Robert  Walpole  said  he  was  the  only  man  whose 
-  price  he  did  not  know.    He  was  a  Jaoobite.    Ministers  were,  as  we  find, 
most  as  tender  of  their  predecessors  then  as  they  are  now.    We  do 


*  Andrew  Stone,  Secretary  to  the  Puke  of  Newcastle. 
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not  exactly  undentand  what  U  meant  by  Mr.  Pultney,  who  had  pro* 
posed  the  inquiry,  saying,  he  would  not  engage  in  the  prosecBtion  if  he 
found  any  proofs  against  the  Earl,  (Orford.)  But  his  handsome  pro. 
testation  against  the  resumption  of  grants  to  hie  (Sir  Robert  Walpole's) 
family,  can  only  be  exceeded  by  the  delicacf  and  generosity  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's present  Ministers  to  such  poor  and  deserving  public  servants  as 
John  LfOrd  £ldon,  John  Lord  Lyndhurst,  Edward  Lord  Ellenborough, 
and  the  still  plain  Mr.  Croker. 

Horace  Walpole  is^  however,  scarcely  so  great  in  such  details  as  in 
sketches,  slightly  caricatured,  of  hia  noble  female  acquaintance.  In  his 
time,  half  the  English  duchesses  appear  to  have  run  mad  from  sheer 
pride  ;  Queensberry,  Marlborough — and  here  is  her  Grace  of  Bucking- 
ham;— 

"  The  Duchess  of  Backini^haixi,  who  is  mone  mad  with  pride  than  any  inercer*s 
wife  in  Bedlam,  came  the  other  night  to  the  opera,  en  Prineette,  liteially  in  robes, 
red  velret  and  ermine.  I  most  tell  you  a  story  of  her  ;■■  Last  week  she  sent  for  Cori, 
the  prompter  to  the  opera,  to  pay  him  for  her  opera  ticket  He  was  not  at  home, 
hut  went  in  an  hour  afterwards.  She  said,  <  Did  he  treat  her  like  a  tradeswoman  ? 
She  would  teach  him  respect  to  women  of  her  birth ;  said  he  was  in  league  with  Mr. 
Sheffield,  [natural  son  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bucks,  with  whom  she  was  at  law,]  to 
abuse  her,  and  bade  him  come  the  next  morning  at  nine.*  He  came,  and  she  made 
him  wait  till  eight  at  night,  only  sending  him  an  omelet  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
said,  <  As  it  was  Friday,  and  he  a  Catholic,  she  supposed  he  did  not  eat  meat*  At 
last  she  received  him  in  all  the  form  of  a  princess  giving  audience  to  an  ambassador. 

*  Now,*  she  said,  '  she  had  punished  him.*  ** 

Two  years  later  we  hear  again  of  this  grande  dame, 

**  Princess  Buckingham*  is  dead,  or  dying.  She  has  sent  for  Mr.  Anstis,  and 
settled  the  ceremonial  of  her  buriaL  On  Saturday  she  was  so  ill  that  she  feared 
dying  before  all  the  pomp  was  come  home.  She  said,  <  Why  won*t  they  send  the 
canopy  for  me  to  see  P  let  them  send  it  though  all  the  tassels  are  not  finished.*  But 
yesterday  was  the  greatest  stroke  of  all !  She  made  her  ladiet  vow  io  her,  that  if  she 
should  lie  senseless^  they  would  not  sit  down  in  the  room  before  she  was  dead.  She 
has  a  great  mind  to  be  buried  by  her  father  at  Paris.  Mrs.  Selwyn  says,  <  She  need 
not  be  carried  out  of  England,  and  yet  be  buried  by  her  father.*  You  know  that 
Lady  Dorchester  always  tuld  her  that  old  Graham  was  her  father.** 

Mr  Walpole  tells  with  some  resentment  the  following  anecdote  of  the 
training  of  the  royal  brood  of  Leicester  House  :-« 

^*  The  Prince*s  children  were  in  the  circle :  Lady  Augusta  heard  somebody  call 
Sir  Robert  Rich  by  his  name.  She  concluded  there  was  but  one  Sir  Robert  in  the 
world ;  and  taking  him  for  Lord  Orford,  the  child  went  staring  up  to  him,  and  said, 

*  Pray,  where  is  your  blue  string  ?  and  pray,  what  is  become  of  your  fat  belly  ?'  Did 
one  ever  hear  of  a  more  royal  education,  than  to  have  rung  this  mob-cant  in  the 
child*s  ears,  till  it  had  made  this  impression  on  her  T 

It  is  so  rare  to  meet  with   any  trace  of  enlarged  humanity  in  this 

correspondence,  that  one  prizes  the  slightest  emanation.    On  a  rumour 

of  the  war  with  France,  to  which  our  rebellion  of  1745  formed  a  diver. 

sion  and  an  episode,  he  writes  :—- 

^  Politically,  I  don*t  think  it  so  bad,  for  the  very  name  of  war,  though  in  effect  ^^ 
foot  before^  must  make  our  governors  take  more  precautions ;  and  the  French  deda^* 
ing  it  will  range  the  people  more  on  our  side  than  on  the  Jacobite ;  besides,  the  lat- 
ter will  have  their  communication  with  France  cut  ofL  But,  my  dear  child,  what 
lives,  what  misfortunes  must,  and  may  follow  all  this  !  As  a  man,  I  feel  my  huma- 
nity more  touched  than  my  spirit  I  feel  myself  more  an  universal  man,  than  an 
Englishmnn  !  We  have  already  lost  seven  millions  of  mouey  and  thirty  thousand 
men  in  the  Spanish  war — and  all  the  fruit  of  all  this  blood  and  treasure  is  the  glory 
of  having  Admiral  Vernon's  head  on  alehouse  signs !  for  my  part  I  would  not  pur- 

*  Catherine,  Duchess  of  Buckingham,  natural  daughter  of  King  James  H.  by  the 
Countess  of  Dorchester. 


Horace  fValpoie't  Letters,  429 

chaie  another  Duke  of  Marlborough  at  tho  expeoie  of  one  life.  How  I  should  be 
Bhockedf  were  I  a  hero>  when  I  looked  on  mj  own  laurelled  head  on  a  medal,  the 
reyerse  of  which  would  be  widows  and  orphans.*' 

Upon  another  occasion  we  find  Mr.  Walpole  energetically  deprecating 
the  Slave  Trade  I  He  had  certainly  been  reading  Montesquieu's  Spirit 
of  Laws  about  the  same  time,  which  was  then  a  new  and  admired  work ; 
but  it  was  not  every  Mr.  Walpole  that  could  claim  the  merit  of  profiting 
by  Montesquieu's  disquisitions  and  revelations  of  truth.  This  passage 
comes  in  finely  among  the  usual  frivolities  o£  the  man  of  wit  and  fashion^ 
sarcasm  and  pleasantry,  whose  position^  warped  and  obscured,  without 
wholly  obliterating  his  feelings  and  understanding. 

''We  have  been  sitting  this  fortnight  on  the  African  company:  C9«,  the  British 
Senate,  that  temple  of  liberty,  and  bulwark  of  Protestant  Christianity,  have  this 
fortnight  been  pondering  methods  to  make  more  effectual  that  horrid  traffic  of  selling 
negroes.  It  has  appeared  to  us,  that  six-and-forty  thousand  of  these  wretches  are 
sold  every  year  to  our  plantations  alone  t — it  chills  one^s  blood.  I  would  not  have  to 
ny  that  I  voted  in  it,  for  the  continent  of  America  I  The  destruction  of  the  miser* 
able  inhabitants  by  the  Spaniards,  wai  but  a  momentary  misfortune,  that  flowed 
from  the  discovery  of  the  New  World,  compared  to  this  lasting  havoc  which  it 
brought  upon  Africa.  We  reproach  Spain,  and  yet  do  not  even  pretend  the  nonsense 
of  butchering  these  poor  creatures  for  the  good  of  their,  souls.** 

Gentlemen  highwaymen^  of  the  Macheath  breeds  were  in  the  zenith  of 

popularity  about  eighty  years  since.    The  famous  Maclean,  had  had  a  ren- 

contre  with  Mr.  Walpole^  who  shewed  courage  in  the  attack,  and,  what 

was  more  unusual,  humane  consideration  afterwards  for  the  wretched  man. 

The   boldness   and  frequency   of   highway  robberies  at  this  time  is  a 

remarkable  trait  of  manners.     The  French  ambassadress  hearing  the 

cry  of  a  voieur  !  in  a  fashionable  assembly^  prepared  for  the  appearance  of 

the  thief,  who  turned  out  to  be  only  a  thief  in  the  candle.     Ladies  of 

quality  hid  their  ornaments  under  the  cushions  of  the  chairs  in  which 

they  were  returning  from  parties.    Walpole's  account  of  his  assailant^  the 

noted  Maclean,  is  amusing. 

''  I  have  been  in  town  for  a  day  or  two,  and  beard  no  conversation  but  about 
McLean,  a  fashionable  highwayman,  who  is  just  taken,  and  who  robbed  me  among 
others ;  as  Lord  Eglinton,  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  of  Vienna,  Mrs.  Talbot,  &c.  He 
took  an  odd  booty  from  the  Scotch  Earl :  a  blunderbuss,  which  lies  very  formidably 
upon  the  justice*s  table.  He  was  taken  by  selling  a  laced  waistcoat  to  a  pawnbroker, 
who  happened  to  carry  it  to  the  very  man  who  had  just  sold  the  lace.  His  history  is 
very  particular,  for  he  confesses  everything,  and  is  so  little  of  a  hero,  that  he  cries  and 
begs ;  and  I  believe  if  Lord  Eglinton  had  been  in  any  luck,  might  have  been  robbed 
of  his  own  blunderbuss.  His  father  was  an  Irish  Dean  ;  his  brother  is  a  Calvinist 
minister  in  great  esteem  at  the  Hague.  He  himself  was  a  grocer,  but  losing  a  wife 
that  he  loved  extremely  about  two  years  ago,  and  by  whom  lie  has  one  little  girl,  he 
quitted  his  business  with  L.200  in  his  pocket,  which  he  soon  spent,  and  then  took  to 
the  road  with  only  one  companion,  Plunket,  a  journeyman  apothecary,  my  other 
friend,  whom  he  has  impeached,  but  who  is  not  taken.  McLean  had  a  lodging  in 
St.  Jamee*9  Street,  over  against  White*s,  and  another  at  Chelsea;  Plunket  one  in 
Jermyn  Street ;  and  their  faces  are  as  known  about  St.  Jameses  as  any  gentleman*f 
who  lives  in  that  quarter,  and  who  perhaps  goes  upon  the  road  too.  McLean  had  a 
quarrel  at  Putney  bowling-green  two  months  ago  with  an  officer,  whom  he  challenged 
for  disputing  his  rank  :  but  the  captain  declined,  till  McLean  should  produce  a  certi- 
ficate of  his  nobility,  which  he  has  just  received.  If  he  had  escaped  a  month  longer, 
he  might  have  heard  of  Mr.  Chute's  genealogic  expertness,  and  come  hither  to  the 
College  of  Arms  for  a  certificate.  There  was  a  wardrobe  of  clothes,  three-and-twenty 
purses,  and  the  celebrated  blunderbuss  found  at  his  lodgings,  besides  a  famous  Icept 
mistress.  As  I  conclude  he  will  suffer,  and  wish  him  no  ill,  I  don*t  care  to  have  his 
idea,  and  am  almost  single  in  not  having  been  to  see  him. '  Lord  Mountford,  at  the 
head  of  half  White*s,  went  the  first  day  :  his  aunt  was  crying  over  him  :  as  soon  as 
they  were  withdrawn,  she  said  to  him,  knowing  they  were  of  White's,  *  My  dear, 
what  did  the  Lords,  say  to  you  ?  have  you  ever  been  concerned  with  any  of  them  ?*— 


430  Horace  fValpole'i  Letters. 

Was  it  not  admirable  ?  what  a  favoarable  idea  people  must  hare  of  White's  1 — uid 
what  if  White's  should  not  deserve  a  much  better !  But  the  chief  personages  who 
hare  been  to  comfort  and  weep  over  this  fidlen  hero  are  Lady  Caroline  Petersham 
and  Mifls  Ashe  t  I  call  them  Polly  and  Lucy,  and  asked  them  if  he  did  not  sing 

•*  TbuM  I  itand  lik*  the  Turk  with  his  doxiM  anmnd  r 

The  Miss  Gunnings,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Hamilton  and  Argyll,  and 
Lady  Coventry,  still  live  among  memories  of  the  splendid  beauties  of  the 

last  age. 

"The  two  Miss  Gunnings,**  says  Walpole,  "and  a  late  extravagant  dinner  at 
White's,  are  twenty  times  more  the  subject  of  conversation  than  the  two  brothers, 
and  lA>rd  Granville.  These  are  two  Irish  girls,  of  no  fortune,  who  are  declared  the 
handsomest  women  alive.  I  thinlc  their  being  two,  so  handsome,  and  both  such  per- 
fect figures,  is  their  chief  excellence,  for  singly  I  have  seen  much  handsomer  women 
than  either :  however,  they  can't  walk  in  the  park,  or  go  to  Vauxhall,  but  such  mobs 
follow  them,  that  they  are  generally  driven  away.  The  dinner  was  a  folly  of  sevea 
young  men,  who  bespoke  it  to  the  utmost  extent  of  expense :  one  article  was  a  tart 
made  of  duke-cherries  from  a  hot-house;  and  another,  that  they  tasted  but  one  glass 
out  of  each  botUe  of  champagne.  The  bill  of  fare  is  got  into  print,  and  with  good 
people  has  produced  the  apprehension  of  another  earthquake.  Your  friend  St.  Legw 
was  at  the  head  <tf  these  luxurious  heroes — he  is  the  hero  of  all  fashion.  I  never 
saw  more  dashing  vivacity  and  absurdity,  with  some  flashes  of  parts.  He  had  a 
cause  the  other  day  for  ducking  a  sharper,  and  was  going  to  swear  :  the  Judge  said 
to  him,  <  I  see,  Sir,  you  are  very  ready  to  take  an  oath.'  « Yes,  my  Lord,'  replied 
St.  Leger,  <  my  lather  was  a  |udge.*  " 

The  Gunnings,  who  make  a  figure  in  Walpole's  contemporary  cor- 
respondence, are  not  yet  dismissed  here.  Of  the  marriage  of  the 
Duchess  he  gives  an  account,  which,  though  ludicrous,  is  correct.  The 
lady  who  made  so  great  a  catch,  also,  knew  how  expedient  it  was  to 
strike  while  the  iron  was  hot : — 

"  The  event  that  has  made  most  noise  since  my  last,  is  the  extempore  wedding  of 
the  youngest  of  the  two  Gunnings,  who  have  made  so  vehement  a  noise.  Lord  Coven- 
try, a  grave  young  Lord,  of  the  remains  of  the  patriot  breed,  has  long  dangled  after 
the  eldest,  virtuously  with  regard  to  her  virtue^  not  very  honourably  with  regard  to 
his  own  credit  About  six  weeks  ago  Duke  Hamilton,  the  very  reverse  of  the  Earl, 
hot,  debauched,  extravagant,  and  equally  damaged  in  his  fortune  and  person.  Ml  in 
love  with  the  youngest  at  the  masquerade,  and  determined  to  marry  her  in  the  spring. 
About  a  fortnight  since  at  an  immense  assembly  at  my  Loi-d  Chesterfield's,  made  to 
shew  the  house,  which  is  I'eally  most  nuignificent,  Duke  Hamilton  made  violent  love 
at  one  end  of  the  room,  while  he  was  playing  at  pharaoh  at  the  other  end ;  that  is, 
he  saw  neither  the  bank  nor  his  own  cards,  which  were  of  three  hundred  pounds 
each :  he  soon  lost  a  thousand.  I  own  I  was  so  little  a  professor  in  love,  that  I 
thought  all  this  parade  looked  ill  for  the  poor  girl ;  and  could  not  conceive,  if  he  was 
so  much  engaged  with  his  mistress  as  to  disregard  such  sums,  why  he  played  at  all. 
However,  two  nights  afterwards,  being  left  alone  with  her  while  her  mother  ami  sis- 
ter were  at  Bedford-house,  he  found  himself  so  impatimt,  that  he  sent  for  a  parson. 
The  doctor  refused  to  perform  the  ceremony  without  licence  or  ring :  the  Duke  swore 
he  would  send  for  the  Archbishop— .at  last  they  were  married  with  a  ring  of  the  bed- 
curtain,  at  half  an  hour  after  twelve  at  night,  at  Mayfalr  chapeL  The  Scotch  are 
enraged ;  the  women  mad  that  so  much  beauty  has  had  its  effect ;  and  what  is  most 
ully,  my  Lord  Coventry  declares  that  now  he  will  marry  the  other."        *        * 

"  The  world  is  still  mad  about  the  Gunnings :  the  Duchess  of  Hamilton  was  pre- 
sented on  Friday  :  the  crowd  was  so  great  that  even  the  noble  mob  in  the  drawing- 
room  clambered  upon  chairs  and  tables  to  look  at  her.  There  are  mobs  at  their  doors 
to  see  them  get  into  their  chairs ;  and  people  go  early  to  get  places  at  the  theatres 
when  it  is  known  they  will  be  there.  Dr.  Sacheverel  never  made  more  noise  than 
these  two  beauties."  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Gunnings  are  gone  to  their  several  castles,  and  one  hears  no  more  oftm, 
except  that  such  crowds  flocked  to  see  the  Duchess  Hamilton  pass,  that  seven  hundred 
people  sat  up  all  night  in  and  about  an  inn  in  Yorkshire  to  see  her  get  into  her  poet- 
chaise  next  morning." 

These  letters, — and  it  is  their  great  attraction, — are  wove  of  the  min- 
gled yarn  of  life.    From  the  lovely  Gunnings,  we  pass  to  the  most  atro- 
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^oufl  criminals  of  their  age,  names  that^  with  foreigners,  still  remain  a 

national  reproach  :— 

^  There  sre  two  wretched  women  that  just  now  are  aa  much  talked  of,  a  Miee  Jef. 
feriei  and  a  Mias  Blandy ;  the  one  condemned  for  murdering  her  uncle,  the  other  her  fii- 
ther.  Both  their  itoriee  have  horrid  circomstanoee,  the  first  haying  heen  debauched 
by  her  uncle  ;  the  other  had  so  tender  a  parent,  that  his  whole  concern  while  he  was 
expiring^  and  knew  her  for  his  murderess,  was  to  save  her  life.  It  ia  shocking  to 
think  what  a  shambles  this  country  is  grown  I  Seventeen  were  executed  this  morning, 
after  haying  murdered  the  turnkey  on  Pridny  nighty  and  almost  forced  open  Newgate. 
One  is  forced  to  trayel,  even  at  noon,  as  if  one  was  going  to  battle." 

No  parts  of  Walpole's  letters  are  more  interesting  to  a  reflecting  mind 
than  those  which  depict  the  private  and  domestic  character  of  his  father^ 
the  great  minister,  alike  robust  in  constitution  and  in  mind,  yet  forced  to 
submit  to  the  common  lot.  In  the  days  of  his  hard-working  prosperity, 
yn  find  Jiim  iron-nerved,  and  heart-whole,  "  snoring  before  the  servant 
could  draw  his  curtainB,"^in  the  leisure  of  retirement,  and  under  the 
disgrace  of  dismission,  he  is  not  able  to  sleep  above  an  hour  st  a  time ; 
nervous  and  weak-spirited  in  his  household,  but  striving  to  wear  a  brave 
face  to  the  world.  "  He  talked  the  other  day  of  shutting  himself  up  in 
the  farthest  wing  at  Houghton."  This  was  the  paternal  mansion  which 
the  rapacious  and  profuse  minister,  had  decorated  with  such  princely 
magnificence,  and  where  he  had,  at  vast  expense,  formed  that  splendid 
collection  of  pictures,  afterwards  sold  to  the  Empress  of  Russia.  "  Dear, 
my  Lord,"  replied  his  son  to  his  father's  melancholy  declaration ;  "  you 
will  be  at  a  distance  from  the  family  there  ?"  He  replied,  "  So  much 
the  better,"  Some  centuries  earlier  a  monastery  and  hair-shirt  would 
have  been  his  resource. — It  would  be  quite  easy  to  fill  a  few  magazines  from 
the ''capital  stories,"  ''good  hits,"  and  ban  motio£  the  fashionable  world, 
coUected  in  these  volumes,  which  register  all  the  fugitive  wit  and  anec- 
dote, pasquinade  and  epigram  of  twenty  years.  The  Walpoliana  would 
assuredly  not  be  the  most  meagre  or  flat  of  the  Anas,  Shall  we  dip 
and  dredge  for  a  specimen  ? — take  this  pithy,  explanatory  note  by  Wal- 
pole  himself,  one  of  the  many  he  afi&xed  to  his  letters  when,  after  the 
death  of  his  friend.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  they  were  returned  to  him. 
"  Samuel  Sandys,  a  republican,  raised  on  the  fall  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
to  be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  then  degraded  to  a  Peer  and  Cof- 
ferer, and  soon  afterwards  laid  aside."*— <This  is  better : — 

"  Lady  Sondon  is  dead,  and  Lady  M-.-.  disappointed :  she,  who  is  ftill  as  politic 
as  my  Lord  Heryey,  had  made  herself  an  absolute  servant  to  Lady  Sundon,  but  I  don*t 
hear  that  she  has  left  her  even  her  old  clothes.  I«ord  Sundon  is  in  great  grief:  I  am 
surprised,  for  she  has  had  fits  of  madness,  ever  since  her  ambition  met  such  a  check, 
by  the  death  of  the  Queen.  She  had  great  power  with  her,  though  the  Queen  pre- 
tended to  despise  her;  but  had  unluckily  told  her,  or  fallen  into  her  power,  by  some 
secret.  I  was  saying  to  Lady  Pomfret,  <  To  be  sure  she  is  dead  very  rich  t*  she  replied, 
with  some  warmth,  <  She  nevejr  took  money.'  When  I  came  home,  I  mentioned  this 
to  Sir  R.  <  No,*  said  he,  <  but  she  took  jewels ;  Lord  Pomfret*s  place  of  Master  of  the 
Horse  to  the  Queen,  was  bought  of  her  for  a  pair  of  diamond  ear-rings,  of  fourteen 
hundred  pounds  value.  One  day  that  she  wore  them  at  a  visit  at  old  Marlbro*8^  aa 
soon  as  she  was  gone,  the  Ducheaa  said  to  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  ^  How  can  that  wo- 
man  have  the  impudence  to  go  about  in  that  bribe  P — ^  Madam,*  said  Lady  Mary, 
*  how  would  you  have  people  know  where  wine  ia  to  be  aold,  nnleaa  there  ia  a  sign 
hnng  out  V 

**  1  have  mentioned  Lord  Perceyal*a  speeches ;  he  has  a  set  who  have  a  roetmm 
at  his  houae,  and  harangue  there.  A  gentleman  who  came  thither  one  evening  waa 
reAiaed,  but  inaiating  that  he  waa  engaged  to  rome,  '  Oh,  Sir,'  said  the  porter,  <  what, 
are  yon  one  of  those  who  play  at  Membera  of  Parliament  ?*  ** 

Of  Pultney,  Lord  Bath,  an  exquisite  trimmer,  Walpole  writes,  "  My 
Lady  Townsend,  said  an  admirable  thing  the  other  day :  he  was  com- 
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plaining  of  a  pain  in  his  aide.  *'  Oh/'  said  she^  *'  that  can't  be  ;  you  have 
no  Hde." 

Pultney  was  also  a  notorious  miser.    Of  him  we  hare  this  other  good 
storjr^  proving  the  utility  of  pertinacity  in  dunning : — 

<'  I  have  a  good  itory  to  tell  you  of  Lord  Bath,  whose  name  you  hare  not  heatd 
very  lately ;  have  you  ?  He  owed  a  tradesman  eif^fat  hundred  pounds,  and  would 
never  pay  him  :  the  man  determined  to  persecute  him  till  he  did  ;  and  one  mominf 
followed  him  to  l^rd  Winchel9ea*s  and  sent  up  word  that  he  wanted  to  speak  with 
him.  Lord  Bath  came  down,  and  said,  <  Fellow,  what  do  yon  want  with  me  ?* — 
*  My  money,'  said  the  man,  as  loud  as  ever  he  could  bawl,  before  all  the  serrants.  He 
bade  him  come  the  next  morning — and  then  would  not  see  him.  The  next  Sunday 
the  man  followed  him  to  church,  and  got  into  the  next  pew :  he  leaned  orer,  and 
•aid,  '  My  money ;  give  me  my  money  !*  My  Lord  went  to  the  end  of  the  pew ;  the 
man  too ;  <  Give  me  my  money.'  The  sermon  was  on  Avarice,  and  the  text,  <  Cursed 
are  they  that  heap  up  riches !'  The  man  groaned  out  <  O  Lord  i'  and  pointed  to  my 
Lord  Bath — in  short  he  persisted  so  much,  and  drew  the  eyes  of  all  the  congregation, 
that  my  Lord  Bath  went  out,  and  paid  him  directly.     I  assure  yon  this  is  fact." 

On  a  daughter  of  Lady  Pomfret's^  a  proud  capricious  beauty,  to  whom 
and  her  mother  Walpole  shews  petty  spite,  chiefly  to  display  his  success 
in  sarcasm^  we  imagine,  he  has  the  following  epigram. — The  lady  married 
Lord  Carteret,  the  minister^  who  was  a  widower  far  advanced  in  life. 

<*  Her  beauty  like  the  Scripture  feast, 

To  which  the  invited  never  came, 
Deprived  of  its  intended  guest, 

Was  given  to  the  old  and  lame." 

Of  a  quack  medicine,  much  in  vogue  at  the  time  for  the  stone,  which 
wonderful  remedy  was  prescribed  for  his  father,  Walpole  says,  '<  I  made 
the  doctor  angry  with  me  for  arguing  on  this  medicine,  which  I  never 
could  comprehend.  It  is  of  so  great  violence  as  to  split  a  stone  when  it 
arrives  at  it,  and  yet  is  to  do  no  damage  to  all  the  tender  intestines 
through  which  it  must  first  pass  ;  I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  like  an 
admiral  going  on  a  secret  expedition  of  war,  with  instructions  which  are 
not  to  be  opened  till  he  arrives  in  a  certain  latitude." 

The  collection  of  letters,  as  we  said^  abounds  in  parallels.  Here  is 
one  :  **  Lord  Tankerville  goes  Governor  to  Jamaica  ;  a  cruel  method  of 
recruiting  a  prodigal  nobleman's  broken  fortune,  by  sending  him  to  pil- 
lage a  province!"  one  which  still  holds,  however,  though  not  just  at 
present  in  the  particular  instance  of  Jamaica.  It  must  be  a  delightful 
thing  to  give  oneself  up  to  a  seciety  where  one's  sudden  death  has  such 
chances  of  regret  and  commiseration  as  the  following : — **■  Lord  Conway's 
sister^  Miss  Jenny,  is  dead  suddenly,  with  eating  lemonade  at  the  last 
subscription  assembly.  It  is  not  quite  unlucky  for  her.  She  had  out- 
lived the  Prince's  love  and  her  own  face,  and  nothing  remained  but  her 
love  and  her  person,  which  was  exceedingly  bad." 

**  Poor  Jenny  Conway ! 

She  drank  lemonade 

At  a  masquerade. 

So  now  she's  dead  and  gone  away." 

Of  the  old  high  aristocracy  we  have  this  family  picture :— "  They  [the 
Northumberlands  then  Earls]  are  building  at  Northumberland  House,  at 
Sion,  at  Hanstead,  at  Alnwick  and  Warkworth  Castles  !  They  live  by 
etiquette  of  the  old  peerage,  have  Swiss  porters,  and  the  Countess  has  her 
pipers ;  in  short,  they  will  soon  have  no  estate."  This  magnificent  pair 
had  the  good  taste  to  pay  court  to  the  King,  by  making  an  entertainment 
for  his  mistress  the  Countess  of  Yarmouth,  in  which,  among  other  dainty 
devices  and  deliaito  homages,  a  chasse  was  represented  in  the  dessert,  tak- 
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ing  place  in  Hanorer,  the  King  and  his  mistress  (all  in  sugar)  following 
it  in  a  chariot  and  six  !  We  give  Walpole  leave  to  execrate  the  vulgarity 
of  this  exhibition.  The  poor  lady  of  the  feast  was  more  disconcerted  than 
gratified  by  this  apotheosis  of  her  concubinage,  and  the  gross  flattery  of 
the  modern  representatives  of  the  Percy  line. 

The  shrewd  worldly  sagacity  of  Walpole  appears  in  many  of  his  anec 
dotes^  as  this  of  a  painter : — "  Liotard  is  a  Genevois,  but  from  having 
lived  at  Constantinople,  he  wears  a  Turkish  habit  and  a  beard  down  to 
his  girdle ;  this,  and  his  extraordinary  prices,  which  he  has  raised  even 
beyond  what  he  asked  at  Paris,  will  probably  get  him  as  much  money  as 
he  covets,  for  he  is  avaricious  beyond  expression."  Walpole  longed  for 
too  many  pretty  things  to  be  fond  of  paying  such  prices  himself.  He  is, 
indeed,  as  covetous  of  a  bargain  as  an  old  lady,  a  regular  auction- 
hunter.  He  chaffers  and  chuckles,  and  feels  the  enamel  or  picture  im- 
mensely  enhanced  by  every  abatement  of  price. 

Though  Mr.  Walpole  cared  nothing  for  his  relations,  he  had  an  aris- 
tocratic pride  and  interest  in  his  house.  His  nephew,  its  representative, 
was,  accordingly,  a  constant  source  of  concern  and  vexation ;  the  spectre 
of  the  departed  glories  of  ruined,  pictureless  Houghton  haunted  him 
everywhere.  He  negotiated  a  marriage  with  an  heiress  for  the  young 
man,  which  would  have  brightened  all  the  fading  splendours,  but  the 
youth  was  obstinate.  His  uncle  shews  much  subtilty  in  drawing  the 
character  of  this  young  man.  It  is  a  Bruyere.  He  was  more  fortunate 
with  his  nieces,  the  daughters  of  his  second  brother.  An  affected  philo- 
sophic contempt  of  kings,  with  abject  worship  of  old  family  dignity  and 
ancestral  name  derived,  though  illegitimately,  from  them,  is  not  peculiar 
to  Walpole.  The  first  British  Princes  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  (and 
they  were  not  amiable)  are  the  objects  of  his  perpetual  sneers,  though  his 
father's  patrons  ;  nor  is  the  Pretender's  family  spared,  but  mark  this 
boast  of  left-handed  alliance. 

^  I  harry  to  tell  you,  lest  you  should  go  and  consult  the  map  of  Middlesex,  to  see 
whether  I  have  any  dispute  about  boundaries  with  the  neighbouring  Prince  of  Isle- 
worth,  or  am  likely  to  have  fitted  out  a  secret  expedition  upon  Hounslow  Heath — in 
short,  I  have  married,  that  is,  am  marrying,  my  niece  Maria,  my  brother's  second 
daughter,  to  I^rd  Waldegrave.  What  say  you  ?  A  month  ago  I  was  told  he  liked 
her— does  he  P  I  jumbled  them  together,  and  he  has  already  proposed.  For  charac- 
ter and  credit,  he  is  the  first  match  in  England — for  beauty,  I  think  she  is.  She  has 
not  a  fault  in  her  face  and  person,  and  the  detail  is  charming.  A  warm  complexion 
tending  to  brown,  fine  eyes,  brown  hair,  fine  teeth,  and  infinite  wit  and  vivacity. 
Two  things  are  odd  in  this  match  :  he  seems  to  have  been  doomed  to  a  Maria  Wal- 
pole— if  his  fother  had  lived,  he  had  married  my  sister :  and  this  is  the  second  of  my 
brother's  daughters  that  has  married  into  the  house  of  Stuart.  Mr.  Keppel  comes 
from  Charles,  L«rd  Waldegrave  from  James  II.  My  brother  has  luckily  been  tract- 
ablei,  and  left  the  whole  management  to  me.  My  family  don't  lose  any  rank  or  ad- 
vantage, when  they  let  me  dispose  of  them — a  Knight  of  the  Garter  for  my  niece ; 
L.  150,000  for  my  Lord  Orfbrd,  if  he  would  have  taken  her;  these  are  not  trifling 
.  establishments.** 

Mark  again  how  the  philosopher  of  Strawberry  Hill  speaks  of  plebeian 
assumption.  Lord  Temple,  it  seems,  had  set  his  heart  upoA  that  proud- 
est of  proud  England's  chivalric  distinctions,  the  Garter.  "  To  the 
Garter  nobody  can  have  slenderer  pretensions  ;  his  family  is  scarce  older 
than  his  Earldom,  which  is  of  the  youngest.  His  person  is  ridiculously 
awkward ;  and  if  chivalry  were  in  vogue,  he  has  given  proofs  of  having 
no  passion  for  tilt  and  tournament."  Thus  Walpole  taunts  our  diplomatic 
lord's  ancestor,  the  first  Earl  of  Temple,  in  almost  the  same  breath 
that  he,  speaks  of  private  men  like  Sandys  being  degraded  into  the  peer- 
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age.  No  part  of  these  volumes  will  be  read  with  more  interest  than  the 
relation  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  Scotch  Rebel  Lords.  It  is  more 
easy  and  unaffected  than  the  other  accounts  we  have  seen  from  the  same 
graphic  pen. 

<<  I  am  thie  moment  come  from  the  conclusion  of  the  greatest  and  most  melancholx 
scene  I  ever  yet  saw  I  you  will  easily  guess  it  was  the  trials  of  the  rpbd  Lonl&  As 
it  was  the  most  interesting  sight,  it  was  solemn  and  fine :  a  coronation  is  a  puppet- 
show,  and  all  the  splendour  of  it,  idle ;  but  this  sight  at  once  feasted  one*s  eyes  and 
engaflped  all  one*s  passions.  II  began  last  Monday  i  thcee  parts  of  Westminster-Hall 
were  enclosed  with  galleries,  and  hang  with  scarlet ;  and  the  whole  ceremony  was 
conducted  with  the  most  awful  solemnity  and  decency,  except  in  the  one  point  of 
leaving  the  prisoners  at  the  bar,  amidst  the  idle  curiosity  of  some  crowd,  and  even 
with  the  witnesses  who  had  sworn  agidnst  them,  while  the  Lords  adjourned  to  their 
own  House  to  consult.  No  part  of  the  Royal  Family  was  there^  which  was  a  proper 
regard  to  the  unhappy  men  who  were  become  their  rirtims.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  Lords  were  present,  and  made  a  noble  sight  on  the  benches,  frequent  andfuIL 
The  Chancellor*  was  Lord  High  Steward ;  but  though  a  most  comely  personage,  with 
a  fine  voice,  his  behaviour  was  mean^  curiously  searching  for  occasion  to  bow  to  the 
Minister-f*  that  is  no  Peer,  and  consequently  applying  to  the  other  Ministers,  in  a 
manner,  ibr  their  orders  ;  and  not  even  ready  at  the  ceremoniaL  To  the  prtsooers 
he  was  peevish ;  and  instead  of  keeping  up  to  the  humane  dignity  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, whose  character  it  is  to  point  out  favour  to  the  criminal,  he  croand  them,  and 
almost  scolded  at  any  offer  they  made  towards  defence.  I  had  armed  myself  with  all 
the  resolution  I  could,  with  the  thought  of  their  crimes  and  of  the  danger  past,  and 
%vas  assisted  by  the  sight  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  in  weepers  for  his  son  who  fell 
at  CuUoden — ^bat  the  first  appearance  of  the  prisoners  shocked  me  I  their  behaviour 
melted  me!  Lord  Kilmarnock  and  Lord  Cromartie  are  both  passed  forty,  but  look 
younger.  Lord  Kilmarnock  is  tall  and  slender,  with  an  extreme  fine  person :  his 
behaviour  a  most  just  mixture  between  dignity  and  submission  ;  if  in  anything  to  be 
reprehended,  a  little  affected,  and  his  hair  too  exactly  dressed  for  a  man  in  his  situa- 
tion :  but  when  I  say  this,  it  is  not  to  find  ihult  with  him,  but  to  show  how  little 
fsmlt  there  was  to  be  found.  Lord  Cromartie  is  an  indifferent  figure,  appeared  much 
dejected,  and  rather  sullen :  he  dropped  a  few  tears  the  first  day,  and  swooned  as 
soon  as  he  got  back  to  his  celL  For  Lord  Balmerino,  he  is  the  most  natural  brave 
old  fellow  I  ever  saw :  the  highest  intrepidity,  even  to  indifference.  At  the  bar  he 
behaved  like  a  soldier  and  a  man ;  in  the  intervals  of  form,  with  carelessness  and  hu- 
mour. He  pressed  extremely  to  have  his  wife,  his  pretty  Peggy,^  with  him  in  the 
Tower.  Lady  Cromartie  only  sees  her  husband  through  the  grate,  not  choosing  to 
be  shut  up  with  him,  as  she  thinks  she  can  seiTC  him  better  by  her  intercession  with- 
out :  she  is  big  with  child  and  very  handsome ;  so  are  their  daughters.  When  they 
were  to  be  brought  from  the  Tower  in  separate  coaches,  there  was  some  dilute  in 
which  the  axe  must  go — old  Balmerino  cried,  *'  Come,  come,  put  it  with  me.**  At 
the  bar,  he  plays  with  his  fingers  upon  the  axe^  while  he  talks  to  the  gentleman- 
gaoler  ;  and  one  day  somebody  coming  up  to  listen,  he  took  the  blade  and  held  it  like 
a  fan  between  their  faces.  During  the  trial  a  little  boy  was  near  him,  but  not  tall 
enough  to  see ;  he  made  room  for  the  child  and  placed  him  near  himself. 

«  When  the  trial  began,  the  two  Earls  pleaded  guilty ;  Balmerino  not  guilty,  saying 
he  could  prove  his  not  being  at  the  taking  of  the  Castle  of  Carlisle,  as  was  laid  in  the 
indictment.  Then  the  King*s  counsel  opened,  and  Sergeant  Skinner  pronounced  the  most 
absurd  speech  imaginable ;  and  mentioned  the  Duke  of  Perth,  who,  said  he,  /  see  iy 
the  papers,  is  dead.  Then  some  witnesses  were  examined,  whom  afterwards  the  old 
hero  shook  cordially  by  the  hand.  The  Lords  withdrew  to  their  House,  and  returning, 
demanded  of  the  judges  whether,  one  point  not  being  proved,  though  all  the  rest  were^ 
the  indictment  was  false  ?  to  which  they  unanimously  answered  in  the  negative^ 
Then  the  lA)rd  High  Steward  asked  the  peers  severally,  whether  Lord  Balmerino  was 
guilty!  All  said,  guUty  upon  honour,  and  then  adjourned,  the  prisoner  having  begged 
pardon  for  giving  them  so  much  trouble.  While  the  Lords  were  withdrawn,  the  Soli- 
citor-General,  Murray,  (brother  of  the  Pretender^s  minister,)  officiously  and  insolently 
went  up  to  Lord  Balmerino,  and  asked  him,  how  he  could  gire  the  Lords  so  much 
trouble,  when  his  solicitor  had  informed  him  that  his  plea  could  be  of  no  use  to  him  ? 


•  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  Lord  Hardwicke.  f  Henry  Pelham. 

X  Margaret,  Lady  Balmerino,  daughter  of  Captain  Chalmers. 
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Balmerino  asked  the 'bystanders  who  this  peiaoB  was  ?  And  heing  told,  he  said,  <<  Oh, 
Mr.  Murray  !  I  am  extremely  glad  to  see  yoo ;  I  have  been  with  several  of  your 
relations ;  the  good  lady,  your  mother,  was  of  great  use  to  us  at  Perth."  Are  not 
you  charmed  with  this  speech  ?  how  just  it  was  I  As  he  went  away,  he  said,  "  They 
call  me  Jacobite ;  I  am  no  more  a^acobite  than  any  that  tried  me ;  but  if  the  Great 
Mogul  had  set  up  his  standard,  I  should  have  followed  it,  for  I  could  not  starve." 
The  worst  of  his  case  is,  that  after  the  battle  of  Dumblain,  having  a  company  in  the 
Duke  of  Argyle*s  regiment,  he  deserted  with  it  to  the  rebels,  and  has  since  been 
pardoned.  Lord  Kilmarnock  is  a  Presbytetian,  with  four  earldoms  in  him,  but  so 
poor  since  Lord  Wilmington's  stopping  a  pension  that  my  father  had  given  him, 
that  he  ofWn  wanted  a  dinner.  Lord  Cromartie  was  Receiver  of  the  Rents  of 
the  King's  second  son  in  Scotland,  which,  it  was  understood,  he  should  not  account 
for ;  and  hf  that  means  had  six  hundred  a-year  from  the  Government ;  Lord  Eli- 
bank,  a  very  prating,  impertinent  Jacobite^  was  bound  for  him  in  nine  thousand 
pounds,  for  which  the  Duke  is  determined  to  sue  him. 

^  When  the  Peers  were  going  to  rote,  Lord  Foley  withdrew,  as  too  well  a  wisher ; 
Lord  Moray,  as  nephew  of  Lord  Balmerino ;  and  Lord  Stair,  as  I  believe)  uncle  to 
his  great  grandfather.  Lord  Windsor,  yery  affectedly,  said,  <<  I  am  sorry  I  must  ssy 
ifuiilfy  upon  my  honour,^  Lord  Stamford  would  not  answer  to  the  name  of  Henrys 
having  been  cluistened  Harry — what  a  great  way  of  thinking  on  such  an  occasion  I 
I  was  diverted,  too,  with  old  Norsa,  ,the  finther  of  my  brother's  concubine,  an  old 
Jew  that  kept  a  tavem ;  my  brother,  as  auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  a  galleiy 
along  one  whole  side  of  the  Court ;  I  said,  « I  really  feel  fbr  the  prisoners  I"  old  Is- 
sachar  replied,  *<  Feel  for  them !  pray,  if  they  had  succeeded,  what  would  have  become 
id  aautf'' 

**  Great  intercession  is  made  for  the  two  Earls :  Duke  Hamilton,  who  has  never 
been  at  Court,  designs  to  kiss  the  King's  hand,  and  ask  Lord  Kilmarnock's  life.  The 
King  is  much  inclined  to  some  mercy ;  but  the  Duke  [Cumberland,]  who  has  not  so 
much  of  a  Caesar  after  a  victory,  as  in  gaining  it,  is  for  the  utmost  severity.  It  was 
lately  proposed  in  the.city  to  present  him  with  the  freedom  of  some  company;  one  of 
the  aldermen  said  aloud, ''  Then  let  it  be  of  the  Butcher 9  /" 

**  Lord  Cromarty  is  reprieved ;  the  Prince  asked  his  life,  and  his  wife  made  great 
intercession,  though  when  he  was  taken,  he  was  actually  found  in  bed  with  Lady  Suth- 
erland. Duke  Hamilton's  intercession  for  Lord  Kilmarnock  has  rather  hurried  him 
to  the  block  ;  he  and  I<ord  Balmerino  are  to  die  next  Monday.  Lord  Kilmarnock, 
with  the  greatest  nobleness  of  soul,  desired  to  have  Lord  Cromartie  preferred  to  him- 
self for  pardon,  if  there  could  be  but  one  saved  ;  and  Lord  Balmerino  laments,  that 
himself  and  Lord  Lovat  were  not  taken  at  the  same  time.^-.'  For  then,'  says  he,  '  we 
might  have  been  sacrificed,  and  those  other  two  brave  men  escaped.*  Indeed,  Lord 
Cromartie  does  not  much  deserve  the  epithet,  for  he  wept  whenever  his  execution  was 
mentioned.  Balmerino  is  jolly  with  his  pretty  Peggy.  There  is  a  remarkable  story 
of  him  at  the  battle  of  Dumblain,  where  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  his  Colonel,  answered 
for  him,  on  his  being  suspected.  He  behaved  well ;  but  as  soon  as  we  had  gained 
the  victory,  went  off  with  his  troop  to  the  Pretender,  protesting  that  he  had  never 
ftared  death  but  that  day,  as  he  had  been  fighting  against  his  conscience. 

**  Just  before  they  came  out  of  the  Tower,  Lord  Balmerino  drank  a  bumper  to 
King  James's  health.  As  the  clock  struck  ten,  they  came  forth  on  foot.  Lord  Kil- 
marnock, all  in  black,  his  hairunpowdered,  in  a  bag,  supported  by  Forster,  the  great 
Presbyterian,  and  by  Mr.  Home^  a  young  clergyman,  his  friend.  Lord  Balmerino 
followed  alone,  in  a  blue  coat,  turned  up  with  red,  his  rebellious  regimentals,  a  flan- 
nel waistcoat,  and  his  shroud  beneath  ;  their  hearses  following.  They  were  conducted 
to  a  house  near  the  scaflbid ;  the  room  forwards  had  benches  for  spectators ;  in  the 
second  Lord  Kilmarnock  was  put,  and  in  the  third  backwards  Lord  Balmerino;  all 
three  chambers,  hung  with  black.  Here  they  parted  I  Balmerino  embraced  the 
other,  and  said,  <  My  Lord,  I  wish  I  could  suffer  for  both  !*  He  had  scarce  left  him 
before  he  desired  again  to  see  him,  and  then  asked  him,  <  My  Lord  Kilmarnock,  do 
yon  know  anything  of  the  resolution  taken  in  our  army,  the  day  before  the  battle  of 
Culloden,  to  put  the  English  prisoners  to  death  ?•  He  replied,  *  My  Lord,  I  was 
not  present;  but  since  I  came  hither,  I  haye  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  such  order  taken ;  and  I  hear  the  Duke  has  the  pocket-book 
with  the  order.'  Balmerino  answered,  <  It  was  a  lie  raised  to  excuse  their  barbarity 
to  us.'— Take  notice,  that  the  Duke's  charging  this  on  Lord  Kilmarnock  (certainly 
on  misinformation)  decided  this  unhappy  man's  fate  t  the  most  now  pretended,  is, 
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that  it  would  have  come  to  Lord  Kilmarnock'i  turn  to  hare  giren  the  word  for  the 
slaughter,  aa  lieutenant-general,  with  the  patent  for  which  he  was  immediately  drawn 
into  the  rehellion,  after  having  heen  itaggered  hj  his  wife,  her  mother,  his  own 
poverty,  and  the  defeat  of  Cope.  He  remained  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  house,  and 
shed  tears.  At  last  he  came  to  the  scaffold,  certainly  much  terrified,  but  with  a 
resolution  that  prevented  his  behaving  in  the  least  meanly  or  unlilce  a  gentleman. 
He  took  no  notice  of  the  crowd,  only  to  desire  that  the  baixe  might  be  lifted  up  from 
the  rails,  that  the  mob  might  see  the  spectacle.  He  stood  and  prayed  some  time  with 
Porster,  who  wept  over  him,  exhorted  and  encouraged  him.  He  delivered  a  long 
speech  to  the  Sheriff,  and  with  a  noble  nuinliness  f  tuck  to  the  recantation  he  had 
made  at  his  trial ;  declaring  he  wished  that  all  who  embarked  in  the  same  cause 
might  meet  the  same  fate.  He  then  tookjoff  his  bag,  coat,  and  waistcoat,  with  great 
composure,  and  after  some  trouble  put  on  a  napkin-cap,  and  then  several  times  tried 
the  block,  the  executioner,  who  was  in  white  with  a  white  apron,  out  of  tenderness 
concealing  the  axe  behind  himself.  At  last  the  Earl  knelt  down,  with  a  visible  un- 
willingness to  depart,  and  after  five  minutes"  dropped  his  handkerchief,  the  signal, 
and  his  head  was  cut  off  at  once,  only  hanging  by  a  bit  of  skin,  and  was  received  in 
a  scarlet  cloth  by  four  of  the  undertaker's  men  kneeling,  who  wrapped  it  up  and 
put  it  into  the  coffin  with  the  body  ;  orders  having  been  given  not  to  expose  the  heads, 
as  used  to  be  the  custom. 

"  The  scaffold  was  immediately  new-strewed  with  saw-dust,  the  block  new-cover- 
ed, the  executioner  new  dressed,  and  a  new  axe  brought  Then  came  old  Balmerino, 
treading  with  the  air  of  a  general.  As  soon  as  he  mounted  the  scaffold,  he  read  the 
inscription  on  his  coffin,  as  he  did  again  afterwards ;  he  then  surveyed  the  spectators, 
who  were  in  amazing  numbers,  even  upon  masts  of  ships  in  the  river;  and  pnlling 
out  his  spectacles  read  a  treasonable  speech,  which  he  delivered  to  the  Sheriff,  and 
said  the  young  Pretender  was  so  sweet  a  Prince,  that  flesh  and  blood  could  not 
resist  following  him;  and  lying  down  to  try  the  block,  he  said,  <If  I  had  a  thousand 
lives,  I  would  lay  them  all  down  here  in  the  same  cause.'  He  said,  if  he  had  not 
taken  the  sacrament  the  day  before,  he  would  have. knocked  down  Williamson,  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  for  his  ill  usage  of  him.  He  took  the  axe  and  felt  it,  and 
asked  the  headsman,  how  many  blows  he  had  given  Lord  Kilmarnock ;  and  gave 
him  three  guineas.  Two  clergymen,  who  attended  him,  coming  up,  he  said,  <  No, 
gentlemen,  I  believe  you  have  already  done  me  all  the  service  yon  can.*  Then  he 
went  to  the  comer  of  the  scaffold,  and  called  very  loud  for  the  VVardiT,  to  give  him 
his  periwig,  which  he  took  off,  and  put  on  a  night-cap  of  Scotch  plaid«  and  then 
pulled  off  his  coat  and  waistcoat  and  lay  down ;  but  being  told  he  was  on  the  wrong 
side,  vaulted  round,  and  immediately  gave  the  sign  by  tossing  up  his  arm  as  if  he 
were  giving  the  signal  for  battle.  He  received  three  blows,  but  the  first  certainly 
took  away  all  sensation.  He  was  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  on  the  scaffold ;  Lord 
Kilmarnock  above  half  a  one.  Balmerino  certainly  died  with  the  intrepidity  of  a 
hero,  but  with  the  insensibility  of  one  too.** 

We  have  already  been  too  liberal  of  quotations  from  these  graceful 
Letters,  and  must  resist  the  temptation  of  going  farther.  The  motive 
shall  plead  our  excuse.  It  is  purely  benevolent.  So  precious  a  bit  can, 
alas !  but  rarely  drop  into  the  lap  of  the  modern  book-noticer ;  and  we 
good-naturedly  wished  to  impart  that  early  relish  of  its  quality,  which 
might  at  once  gratify  and  whet  the  appetite.  Perhaps  we  have  gone  too 
far.  Shall  we,  borrowing  an  iUustration  akin  to  the  subject,  confess  that, 
in  affairs  merely  ornamental,  in  the  rufflings  and  frillings  with  w^hich 
simple  and  manly  modern  taste  could  dispense  altogether,  we  do  prefer 
to  the  common,  cheap,  voluminous  products  of  Urling's  machinery,  a 
fragment,  a  shred,  were  it  but  a  tatter  of  the  genuine  old  Mechlin ;  of 
no  greater  ly orth,  "  in  the  eye  of  cold  philosophy,"  yet  boasting  a  deli- 
cacy and  intricacy  of  pattern,  a  costliness  and  elaboration  of  workman- 
ship and  finish  which  have  a  fixed  value^  though  the  exquisite  fabric 
were  not  itself  allied  to  gentle  antiquity,  and  associated  to  the  idea  of 
those  splendid  beauties  whose  fair  fingers  twisted  and  twined  it  into 
Court  frills  and  lappets ;  who  encouraged  and  refined  the  art^  and  trea- 
sured  its  products  next  to  their  diamonds  and  unperishing  ornaments. 
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Wb  have  been  favoured  with  an  early  copy  of  this  work^  and  think  we 

cannot  better  discharge  our  duty  than  by  hastening  to  bring  its  con- 

tents  before  the  public.    The  subject^  indeed^  at  the  present  moment,  is 

one  of  presstog  importance.    Turkey  and  its  resources:   the  Ottoman 

fimpire^  on  one  side  of  the  Bosphorous,  laid  prostrate  before  the  rebel- 

liouB  inarch  of  a  feudatory  vassal ;  on  the  other^  humbled  beneath  '*  such 

protection  as  vultures  give  to  lambs."    Late  events  and  the  present 

state  of  the  East,  shew  that  great  changes^  long  ago  predicted^  long  and 

anxiously  anticipated,  are  fearfully  near  consummation.    It  is,  therefore, 

at  this  time,  more  than  ever,  important  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of 

the  administration  which  has  thus  far  held  together  a  system  so  extended, 

and  of  so  dissimilar  parts.     This  inquiry  is  no  longer  one  of  curiosity  ; 

it  is  necessary  for  the  removal  of  difficulties  that  may  arise,  and  for  the 

direction  of  the  moral  and  political  influence  which,  for  our  evil  or  our 

good,  without  our  will  and  beyond  our  control,  we  exercise  over  that 

Empire.     The  commotions  and   the  changes  in  Turkey  give  us  new 

facts.     They  shew  the  elements  of  her  constitution  in  operation,  expose 

the  principles  of  her  administration,  and  afford  us  the  grounds  and  the 

leisure,  before  greater  changes  occur,  to  examine  how  far  these  prin. 

ciples  are  capable  of  being  strengthened  and  enforced  under  new  and 

different    forms :    what   the    danger,  what   the  hopes  that  attend  the 

.chang;e.    Our  opinions,  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  any  interference 

•in  the  affairs  of  the  East,  are  only  to  be  formed  on  our  knowledge  of 

what  is  practicable  and  what  desirable.    Our  author  puts  the  case  in 

.forcible  language. 

<<The  lingering  adhesion  of  the  parts  of  Turkey  to  each  other  is  far  more  surpris- 
ing and  lest  easily  accounted  for,  than  the  dismemberment  of  that  empire.     Rebellion 
has  been  snccessAil,  habits  of  resistance  have  been  formed,  the  hands  of  government 
have  been  weakened,  its  authority  insulted,  and  it  may  be  truly  said,  at  this  moment, 
the  political  organization  is  palsied  :  authority,  under  whatever  name  it  is  exercised 
whether  uf  the  Sultan  or  Mehemet  Ali,  is  only  a  form ;  and  this  vast  body  lies  with 
life  in  each  articulation,  without  corresponding  sympathies,  without  a  ruling  mind, 
or  the  powers  of  common  action.     But  even  still  more  alarming-  than  its  internal 
state  are  its  foreign  relations.     Its  political  weakness  and  administrative  corruption 
would  render  it  a  miserable  antagonist  in  the  field  of  diplomacy  with  the  most  insig- 
nificant European  state;  yet  its  position  implicates  its  interest^  with  those  of  all  the 
great  states  of  Europe,  or  at  least  of  four  out  of  five.     One  has  for  its  chief  end,  to 
create  anarchy  in  Turkey  ;  another  that  order  and  tranquillity  should  be  maintained, 
but  under  the  most  despotic  form  of  government;  the  third  endeavours  in  vain  to 
conciliate  a  general  system  of  support  mth  a  particular  scheme  of  dismemberment ; 
and  the  fourth,  which  alone  has  a  direct  and  philanthropic  interest  in  preserring  its 
integrity  and  reforming  its  abuses,  unfortunately,  by  the  very  absence  of  a  specific 
sud  interested  object,  is  either  unprepared,  or  interferes  when  too  late." 

Can  the  throne  of  the  Sultan  withstand,  then,  the  open  outrage  of  the 
Egyptian,  and  the  crafty  friendship  of  the  Russian  ?  If  so,  by  what 
means  ?  Has  the  country  the  elements  of  regeneration  within  herself,  or 
can  she  derive  them  from  abroad ;  and  is  it  practicable  and  expedient 
to  call  them  into  activity,  even  at  this,  the  eleventh  hour  of  her  threat- 
ened dissolution  ?  If  not,  what  will  be  the  consequences,  not  to  Turkey 
alone,  but  to  Europe  P     Similar  inquiries  must  have  suggested  them- 
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Mlves  to  every  man  who  has  watched  the  recent  progress  of  Eastenr 
affah^  whh  any  degree  of  interest^  and  understood  th«  immediate  anii 
future  influence  these  must  exercise  on  other  states,  and  on  Fkighind  in 
especial. 

The  volume  before  us  may  be  taken  advantageously  for  our  guide  and 
adviser,  in  forming  our  opinions  on  the  above  subjects.  But  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  it  is  a  book  opportunely  set  forth  by  writer  and  publisher 
at  a  moment  of  popular  excitement.  The  manner  in  which  the  subject 
is  treated  contradicts  such  a  suspicion,  even  had  we  not  means  of  know, 
ing  that  the  author  has  travelled  and  resided  for  several  years  among 
the  different  races  of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  studied  their  politicid 
feelings,  conduct,  and  institutions,  under  circumstances  peculiarly  fa- 
▼ourable  for  obtaining  and  unfolding  a  thorough  knowledge  of  them.  If 
it  be  asked,  what  new  matter  can  be  found  in  so  exhausted  a  subject  as 
Turkey? — ^the  contents  of  the  volume  will  best  answer  the  question. 
Hitherto,  for  the  most  part,  a  vague  curiosity  has  glanced  a  careless  eye 
over  the  changes  of  scenes  in  the  East,  as  if  to  enjoy  the  effect,  not  tb 
investigate  the  cause.  Travellers  have  traversed  the  ooimtry,  and,  in 
recording  the  incidents  of  their  wanderings,  have  interspersed  pasnng 
observations  on  the  public  and  domestic  economy  of  the  government  and 
people;  but  no  one  has  penetrated  so  deeply  into  certain  districts  of 
the  country,  sojourned  so  long,  and  lived  so  intimately  with  the  natives, 
as  our  author ; — ^much  less  has  any  one  devoted  his  attention  so  exclu- 
sively to  its  political  organization.  Eton  and  Thornton  alone  tresit  of 
Turkey  as  a  whole.  Since  their  time,  writers  seem  to  have  proposed 
to  themselves  merely  the  amusement  of  their  readers.  They  have  dnib. 
matized  the  subject,  drawing  the  Turks  as  Calibans  or  Othellos.  Their 
tours  abound  with  details  of  personal  adventures  and  scenic  effects, 
which,  cloying  cariosity  without  administering  substantial  food,  have 
led  the  public  to  be  indifferent  to  the  working  parts  of  the  extraordr- 
nary  political  machine  of  Turkish  administration,  from  its  minute  ao- 
quaintance  with  a  Mussulman's  household  affairs^  his  dress,  and  mpde 
of  life.  As,  in  selecting  the  scene  of  personal  observations,  the  author 
pursued  a  path  almost  untrodden  by  preceding  travellers,  so,  in  the 
choice  of  matter  for  practical  investigation,  he  has  elucidated  a  subject 
heretofore  little  noticed. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  that  Mr.  Urquhart  is  not  less  original  in 
his  views  of  Turkish  finance  and  administration,  than  he  was  forward  in 
the  tract  to  seize  these  views.  The  author 'a  own  words  on  this  sub- 
ject are : — 

"  The  higher  portions  of  the  administnitiofi  of  Turkey  have  been  minutely  de- 
■cribed,  and  its  errors  and  vices  have  been  a  thousand  times  repeated.  That  portion 
of  it  which  the  present  volume  is  intended  to  describe  has  hitherto  been  unfortonately 
neglected,  and  consists  of  the  popular  and  elementary  parts,  through  the  interrention 
of  wliich  the  revenue  is  collected ;  whence  two  principles  of  vast  practical  importance 
have  sprung :  perfect  freedcm  of  industry  and  commerce,  by  the  placing  of  taxation 
directly  on  property  ;  and  a  rural  municipal  organization,  which,  called  into  exist- 
ence and  maintained  in  activity  for  financial  purposes,  has  been  the  means  of  dis- 
pensing justice,  of  mitigating  oppression,  and  of  replacing  patriotism  by  local  aflec- 
tions  and  common  sympathies.** 

Yet,  however  favourably  placed  for  observation,  and  whatever  the 
capacity  of  the  observer,  the  development  of  the  system  of  ci^al  adminis- 
tration in  European  Turkey  must  be  a  task  alike  arduous  and  intri- 
cate. The  investigation  of  this  subject  requires  a  mind  free  from  pre- 
judice of   country,  unfettered  by  the  political  dogmas   of  particular 
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^ctioolsy  full  of  philanthropy^  «^  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
ancient  and  modem  political  insUtutions.  Its  discussion  is  most  inte- 
resting, but  not  more  interesting  than  difficult.  It  requires  a  steady 
head  to  encounter^  and  a  just  eye  to  discriminate  and  comprehend. 

The  Yolume  contains  twelve  chaptei^  and  an  appendix.  The  first 
A>ur  tteat  of  the  municipal  institutions  of  Turkey  ;  the  fifth  of  its  finan. 
dal  system  :  the  sixth  of  its  provincial  admmistration ;  the  next  four  of 
its  commercial  resources ;  the  eleventh  of  t)^  relations  of  Turkey  with 
Ruseia,  Austria,  and  France ;  the  last  of  the  p9licy  and  prospects  of  the 
new  admttiistratioa  of  Greece.  The  appendix  contains  several  valuable 
tftatifltical  tables ;  and  a  comparison  of  the  mode  of  raising  the  revenue  in 
Turkey,  Rome,  England,  &c.  It  is  impossible  foi^  us,  on  this  occasion, 
to  embrace  all  these  topics  in  one  article,  and  each  o^  them  mig^t,  by  its 
importance,  daim  precedence.  We  shall,  therefore^  now  confine  our 
review  to  the  first  subject  discussed  by  the  author,  an^  which  forms  the 
groundwork  of  the  others,  namely,  the  municipalities. 

First,  Municipal  institutions.  The  conduct  and  ru!^s  of  a-  people, 
who  have  been  our  guides  and  teachers  in  experimental  philosophy,  in 
logical  indaet]«B>  aad  in  almost  every  branch  of  science,  must  certainly 
be  worthy  of  our  study  for  instruction  on  the  question  of  public  eco- 
nomy. The  internal  polity  and  adnunistration  of  a  government  which, 
out  of  the  most  unpromising  materials,  drew  unparalleled  means  of 
conquest  and  of  power,  spreading  its  dominion  over  half  the  globe,  adapt- 
ing itself  to  all  climes,  and  combining,  without  commingling,  all  creeds 
and  races  of  men,  are  surely  deserving  our  most  serious  attention. 

The '  light  which  has  lately  been  thrown  on  every  question  connected 
with  the  past  history  and  present  state,  and  the  moral  and  intellectual 
eapacity,  of  the  people  of  the  East,  cannot  allow  to  continue  much  longer 
that  vulgar  prejudice  which  ascribes  to  religious  zeal,  or  the  agency  of 
purely  religious  institutions  alone,  the  triumphs  and  the  permanency  of 
Islamism.  In  the  struggles  between  the  cross  and  the  crescent,  when  all 
Europe  poured  forth  her  sons  upon  Anatolia,  the  religion  of  Christ  put 
on  all  the  warlike  character  to  which  the  success  of  Islamism  has  been 
ascribed.  The  steels  of  the  north  and  the  west  surpassed  in  weight,  if 
not  in  temper,  the  blades  of  Damascus.  The  tide  of  Osmanli  conquest 
was  rolled  back  from  the  Bosphorous  to  the  limits  of  Arabia.  Chris- 
tian kingdoms  were  erected,  Gothic  dynasties  established  in  the  centre 
of  the  former  eanquests  of  Turks  and  Saracens.  Mussulman  enthusiasm 
■ight  then  be  deemed  exhausted  by  defeat ;  ardour  of  conquest  re- 
pressed by  disaster ;  and  the  zeal  of  proselytism  overpowered  by  the 
triumph  of  a  hostile  creed.  From  what  series  of  causes,  then,  did  Chrip- 
tian  princes  fail  to  consolidate  their  dominion  in  the  East,  and  so  reap 
the  fruits  of  their  labour  ?  Wherefore  could  they  not,  by  virtue  of  civil 
institutions,  retain  that  conquest,  which  they  had  won  by  religious  zeal 
and  superior  military  prowess  ?  The  difference  in  the  mode  of  civil 
government  pursued  by  Europeans  and  Asiatics  offers  the  solution.  The 
causes  of  the  disastrous  events  of  the  religious  wars  may,  we  think,  be 
found  in  certain  points  of  contrast  between  the  administration,  political 
maxims,  and  practice  of  Europe,  and  those  of  the  East.  These  points 
of  contrast  are  chiefly  the  introduction  of  feudalism  and  all  its  concomi- 
tant evils  by  the  Norman  and  Gallic  princes,  together  with  the  commer- 
cial despotism  of  the  trading  republics,  the  carrier^  of  the  crusades ; 
and  the  ascetic  severity  of  a  political  church  government.  Against  these 
are  to  be  placed  a  government,  despotic  in  form,  but  never  exercising 
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its  despotism  in  the  local  administ ration  of  the  country ;  oppressive  in 
its  burdens,  yet  leaving  commerce  and  industry  free ;  intolerant  in  its 
creed,  but  without  a  political  church  or  inquisitorial  police.  Undoubtedly 
the  success  of  Turkish  chiefs  in  war,  and  their  authority  in  peace^  are, 
in  some  measure,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  doctrines  of  the^r  faith  :  but  it 
does  not  at  all  follow  that  the  faith  of  Mahomet  would  consecrate  the 
authority  of  his  successors  in  the  eyes  of  tributary  nations,  who,  though 
conquered,  refused  the  creed  of  the  victors.  Tlie  establishment,  remark- 
able prosperity,  and  permanency  of  Islamism  in  countries  where  the  Mus- 
sulman creed  does  not  predominate,  can  cmly  be  attributed  to  its  politi- 
cal character.  This  political  character  it  exhibits  in  the  explicit  rules 
and  authority  contained  in  the  Koran,  for  the  establishment  of  munici- 
pal institutions.  These  institutions  are  so  inseparable  from  the  Mussul- 
man financial  system,  that  they  may  be  considered  a  portion  of  it.  They 
may  be  distinctly  traced  wherever  the  Mussulman  sway  has  extended, 
and  appear  the  only,  and  the  satisfactory  solution  of  the  phenomena  it 
presents.     Our  author  coincides  in  this  opinion  : — 

'*  It  has  too  lon^  been  a  habit  in  Rarope,"  he  says,  <<  to  regard  Mahometaiiisin 
purely  as  a  religion,  without  ronsidering  that  a  political  was  involved  with  the  reli- 
gious question,  and  that  the  religious  sanctioa  was  often  not  unprofitablv  applied  to 
public  ends."    (P.  28:$.) 

The  author  defines  simply  and  correctly  the  term  municipal : — 

'<  The  administration  which  the  inhabitants  of  each  village,  burgh,  or  section  of 
the  country  establish  for  the  management  of  their  local  affairs,  as  distinguished  from, 
and  independent  of,  the  political  government.**     (P.  17*) 

Municipal  organization  is  nothing  more  than  the  natural  relations 
between  man  and  man,  when  fictitious  distinctions  and  prejudices  are 
removed,  and  when  men  set  about  doing  that  which  is  needful  for  their 
mutual  support  and  preservation  in  the  easiest  and  most  efficient  way. 
The  system  is  incompatible  with  appointments  proceeding  from  a  central 
government ;  and  essentially  implicated  with  reciprocid  control,  and 
equal  contributions.  The  consequences  of  these  are  prevention  of  the 
interference  of  the  central  government  in  affairs  of  burgh  administra> 
tion,  and  of  resistance  of  the  parts  of  the  state  to  the  general  execu- 
tive, (as  was  lately  seen  in  America ;)  while  the  contribution  falling  on 
property,  production  and  exchange,  industry  and  commerce  are  left 
entirely  free.  Such  was  the  admirably  simple  and  efficient  form  of  ad- 
ministration that  spread  the  supremacy  of  the  Caliphs,  from  the  pillars 
of  Hercules  almost  to  the  frontiers  of  China :  such,  precisely  such,  w^ere 
the  principles  of  administration,  in  its  early  purity,  of  the  world  whose 
capital  was  Rome. 

In  the  present  volume  we  have  given  us  a  most  instructive  sketch  of 
the  constitution  and  operation  of  these  institutions  throughout  the  Greek 
and  Sclavonic  races  inhabiting  European  Turkey.  Their  beneficial  in- 
fluence is  thus  appreciated  by  the  author  :— 

«  All  the  causes  of  a  nation^s  destruction  are  in  active  operation  in  Turkey.  Year 
after  year,  for  two  centuries,  have  devastation  and  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  desolation 
succeeded  to  each  other ;  and  year  after  year  has  been  anticipated  the  approaching 
extinction  of  European  commerce,  and  the  immediate  exhaustion  of  ever>'  source  oi 
wealth  ;  yet  Turkey  still  exists,  nay,  furnishes  food  for  fresh  destruction;  her  com- 
merce with  Europe  continues  to  move  and  is  hourly  increasing.  Whence  are  to  be 
deduced  effects  so  little  analogous  with  the  apparent  causes  ?  1st,  From  the  absence 
of  many  of  the  evils  that  accompany  the  conditional  despotism  of  European  govern, 
ments.     2dly,  From  the  existence  of  a  municipal  organization."    (P.  12.) 

Again  he  says,  "  The  elevation  of  the  Greeks  to  political  importance  in  the  Turk- 
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ish  empire ;  the  facilities  for  reorganization  which  the  country  possesses  ;  the  moral 
character  and  industry  of  the  population ;  the  preservation  of  their  distinctive  fea- 
tures and  creeds ;  and  the  preservation  of  the  Turkish  empire  itself,  seem  to  me  to 
be  all  of  them  effects  of  the  local  municipal  institutions.  This  opinion  has  been 
very  deliberately  and  cautiously  adopted,  it  was  not  preconceived,  or  taken  up  even 
with  a  knowled^  of  the  existence  of  similar  institutions  throughout  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  east ;  it  was  the  result  of  observation  in  detail,  under  varying  circum- 
stances and  at  different  periods.**     (P.  14) 

Not  less  useful  was  the  employment  of  them  in  the  hands  of  the 
eastern  conquerors  as  an  instrument  of  subjection. 

**  The  rayas,"  it  is  stated  hy  the  author,  "  owe  these  institutions  to  the  Turkish 
dominion.  Under  the  weak  and  despicable  eastern  empire,  the  mass  of  the  people 
was  reduced  to  the  lowest  state  of  moral  and  political  depravity.  A  corrupt  aris- 
tocracy,  a  tyrannical  and  innumerable  clergy,  the  oppression  of  perverted  law,  the 
exactions  of  a  despicable  government,  and  still  more,  its  monopolies,  its  fiscalily,  its 
armies  of  tax  and  custom  collectors,  left  the  degraded  people  neither  rights  nor  insti- 
tutions, neither  chance  of  amelioration,  nor  hope  of  redress.  It  is  therefore  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  if  they  fled  from  the  tax-gatherer  to  the  barbarians  ;  or  if,  at  a  later 
period,  they  were  glad  to  exchange  both  the  precarious  sway  of  these  conflicting 
tribes,  and  evoi  the  more  fell  dominion  of  their  own  weak  empire,  for  the  powerful 
protection  of  the  Ottoman  dominion,  whose  rule  must  have  been,  indeed,  a  happy 
change  for  the  Greeks,  when  it  was  sought  by  the  persecuted  of  Europe^  and  became 
the  refuge  of  the  Jews  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Protestants  of  Hungary."     (P.  ip.) 

The  structure  of  this  system  is  as  simple  as  its  powers  are  efficient. 
Municipal  functionaries  are  of  two  classes :  elders,  elected  by  the  freest 
suffrage  of  the  people  from  themselves,  and  who  are  the  administrators 
in  the  imposition  and  collection  of  the  revenue ; — priests,  holding  their 
office  independent  of  favour,  and  who  are  the  arbitrators  in  matters  of 
dispute  or  difficulty :  these^  though  not  elected  by  the  people  are  still 
subject  to  their  control,  and  unworthiness  can  be  at  once  punished  by 
disgrace. 

<*  The  priest,*'  says  our  author,  <'  differs  in  scarcely  any  respect  fvoxa.  the  other 
members  of  the  community  ;  the  authority  of  the  office  depends  gi'eatly  on  the  merit 
of  the  man.  He  receives  but  a  small  fee  for  certain  religious  ceremonies,  and  for 
marriages,  burials,  and  baptisms.  He  cultivates  his  ground  with  his  own  hands,  or 
follows  some  other  industrious  occupation.  He  is,  or  may  be,  a  mamed  man,  and  is 
bound  to  no  interest  of  caste  or  system  opposed  to  the  interest  of  the  community.** 
(P.  32.) 

Our  own  experience,  acquired  during  three  years  residence  in  various 
parts  of  Greece,  and  Turkey  in  Europe  and  Asia,  fully  confirms  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Urquhart,"  where  he  says,  "  The  elders  are  faithful  stew- 
ards, and  intelligent  administrators.  They  stand  between  poverty  and 
want,  between  weakness  and  oppression,  and  are  beloved  as  common 
fathers."  (P.  33.)  No  traveller  in  the  east  but  must  have  been  fre- 
quently beholden  to  these  excellent  persons  for  acts  of  kindness  beyond 
price,  and  have  had  occasion  to  esteem  their  honesty  and  intelligence,  not 
less  than  their  hospitality.  Had  those  travellers  who  have  succeeded  but 
too  well  in  disseminating  false  impressions  of  Greek  conduct  and  char, 
acter — for  evil  is  more  easily  recorded  and  believed  than  good — pos- 
sessed the  courage  to  penetrate  beyond  the  seaports  of  the  country,  to 
obtain  a  fair  sample  of  the  people  whom  they  pretend  to  describe  ;  or 
the  capacity  to  understand  the  civil  government  of  rural  districts,  and 
perceive  the  manifest  benefits  of  its  operation ;  or  the  candour  to  state 
the  extent  and  correctness  of  moral  and  political  sentiments  prevailing 
among  them, — they  would,  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  have  given  very  dif- 
ferent statements  to  the  public,  because  they  must  have  witnessed  in 
every  village  a  community  living  as  one  family ;  an  elder  and  a  pricwt 
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presiding  over  »  peaceful  and  industrious  people^  and  preserving  order 
and  innocence^  without  prison  or  police^  penal  eode  or  punishments. 

The  extreme  simplicity  of  this  system  of  municipal  institutions  offers 
no  detail  for  comment.    With  great  truth  our  author  states, 

**  That  little  would  the  psssing  stranger,  Meing  this  tinpretendiog  ceremony  hur- 
ried over  in  the  church  aft«r  service^  or  under  the  Tilhige  tree^  thinlc  it  posrible  to 
ascribe  to  the  occult  but  aU-perrading  inAuence  of  tli^ae  elections,  and  the  eocial  con- 
dition and  moral  character  wbicb  depend  upon  them,  consequences  so  rast  and  im- 
portant. The  elders,  thus  el<  ct^tl,  hold  their  offices  for  a  year ;  but  the  same  absence 
of  formality  observable  in  the  <  h'Ction,  is  also  to  be  found  in  their  term  of  officA 
The  same  individual  may  remain  in  office  for  years,  or  .even  for  life,  without  re-elec- 
tion ;  but  if  they  lose  puhlic  coiifidence^  no  returning  day  of  election  is  waited  for  ; 
they  are  immediately  ejected,  and  successors  appointed  ;  and  this  very  fticility  of  re- 
suming the  trust  has  the  effect  of  prolonging  the  term  of  office.**  (P.  24.) 

Into  the  hands  of  these  fitnctionaries  are  confided  the  civil  and  politi- 
cal interests  of  the  community.  Their  duties  are^  consequently,  at  all 
times  important,  frequently  difficult  and  perilous.  The  principal,  as  de- 
tailed hy  this  acute  observer,  are  these, — the  apportioning  the  tax 
imposed  upon  the  whole  community  to  each  individual  according  to  hts 
property.  They  assess  and  collect  the  poll  tax,  house  tax,  and  land  tax, 
which,  in  their  mode  of  collection  and  repartition,  vary  in  almost  every 
village,  but  which  always  depend  on  a  scale  of  property.  They  manage 
the  municipal  funds,  for  the  defraying  of  all  expenses  connected  with 
local  administration. 

Such  is  the  simple  structure  of  the  municipal  machine  existing  through- 
out Turkey  in  Europe.  What  a  contrast  it  presents  to  the  cumbrous 
workings  of  our  burgh  corporations.  The  effects  of  this  moral  and  social 
combination  of  interests,  opinions,  and  afl^ctions  among  every  member  of 
a  community,  and  over  a  vast  country,  are  a  new  experience ;  or,  at  least, 
if  heretofore  observed,  unrecorded.  We  must  refer  to  the  volilime  itself 
for  the  details  of  the  operation  of  the  institution.  The  facts  esta- 
blished by  the  research  and  sagacity  of  our  author  strike  us  as  being  of 
the  highest  importance  to  political  economy.  They  prove,  by  practical 
effects,  to  the  benevolent,  that  simplicity  of  laws  can  do  more  than  the 
ablest  specific  projects  for  the  amelioration  of  the  humble  classes. 
And  we  ask  the  intelligent  reader,  after  having  carefully  studied  the 
workings  of  this  system  among  the  raya  population  of  Turkey,  to 
say,  whether  the  thousand  societies  that  have  been  formed,  and  the 
millions  expended  in  other  countries,  to  effect  the  like  desirable  results, 
by  complicated  means,  are  not  as  efforts  in  raising  banks  of  sand  against 
the  overflowings  of  a  torrent,  which,  perhaps,  less  labour  intelligently 
employed  might  have  cut  off  at  its  source  }  Personal  observations, 
confirmed,  as  they  most  emphatically  are,  by  the  facts  stated  in  this  vo- 
lume, lead  to  this  opinion.  We  hesitate  not  to  affirm  that  the  social 
order,  civil  quiet,  and  commercial  prosperity  of  a  large  portion  of  Eu- 
ropean Turkey,  previous  to  the  events  of  the  last  few  years,  are  mainly  to 
be  ascribed  to  its  municipal  institutions, — to  the  internal  responsibility 
to  which  communities  were  subject,  and  the  common  control  that  each 
member  exercised  over  another.  This  moral  influence  and  authority,  in- 
deed, seems  to  be  a  condition  of  the  union  of  men,  when  they  have  suf- 
ficient means  of  living  in  society,  but  before  they  have  lost  their  individ- 
ual independence.  Unquestionably  the  enjoyments  arising  from  this 
condition  compensated,  in  a'great  degree,  among  those  subjects  of  Turkey 
whom  we  called  slaves,  for  the  absence  of  the  many  comforts  and  intel- 
lectual blessings  which  a  greater  advance  in  civilization  has  placed  within 
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the  reach  of  oonelvee ;  as  the  same  sooial  enjoymento  aad  moral  worth 
(tompensate  the  raya  of  Turkey  for  the  ahsence  of  all  we  deem  great, 
profitable,  and  virtuous,  in  a  public  administration.  This  sentiment  is 
well  expressed,  and  corroborated  by  our  author. 

'  <<  These  communities,**  he  says,  ^  were  linked  together  by  the  stronfestties  of  inter- 
est, o|>inion,  and  mutual  responsibility.  Each  man  was  a  piarantee  for  his  neigh- 
bfuor^s  obligations,  a  seoartty  for  his  person,  and  consequently  a  censor  on  his  condi- 
tion and  morals.  Man  did  not  lose  his  indiyiduality ;  for  the  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual tended  to  the  mass,  while  the  prosperity  of  the  whole,  under  the  direct  system 
of  taxation,  benefited  each  individuaL  They  rejoiced  in  each  other*8  prosperity, 
bewailed  each  other's  misfortunes ;  they  reproTed  the  idle,  lest  he  should  be  a  charge 
to  the  rest ;  they  watched  the  fogitive,  lest  his  debts  should  be  thro^m  on  the  com- 
munity ;  they  repressed  the  robber,  not  to  sufier  in  his  stead ;  and  were  happy  when 
the  submissiye  were  not  punished  for  the  rebellious^  and  when  the  living  had  not  to 
pay  for  the  dead.**   (P.  S^.) 

Those  who  dread  systems  and  associations  may  thus  see  realized,  in 
the  state  of  Turkey,  all  the  proposed  benefits  of  municipal  institutions 
as  an  instrument  of  direct  taxation — for  this  was  at  once  the  cause  and 
end  of  their,  establishment — without  any  of  the  anticipated  evils  that 
have  brought  discredit  on  the  proposers  of  this  means  of  collecting  re« 
venue.  T^*hile,  on  the  other  hand,  those  who  fear,  in  such  iissociations, 
the  loss  of  the  individuality  of  man,  will  likewise  see  that  the  despotism 
of  opinion  becomes  merely  a  name,  where  each  person  contributes  equally 
to  its  authority.  The  general  expression  is  but  the  agent  of  his  own 
reason  and  even  conscience,  unseen,  unfelt,  unknown,  save  to  restrain 
bad  passions  when  excited,  to  support  virtue  when  persecuted.  Law,  as  an 
expression  of  opinion,  when  applied  to  political  and  municipal  a£fairs,  be- 
comes  altogether  useless,  when  that  opinion,  by  reason  of  uniformity  in  po- 
litical education,  and  consequent  similarity  in  sentiments,  has  not  become 
doubtful  or  discrepant.  Hence  the  order  and  apparent  unanimity  that 
marked  the  elections,  and  other  public  business  of  municipal  offices  in 
Turkey ;  not  surpassed  by  any  thing  of  the  like  sort  described  by  Mr. 
Stuart  as  belonging  peculiarly  to  America.  Mr.  Urquhart  has  taken 
great  pains  and  pleasure  in  shewing  the  moral  good  effects  of  this  sys- 
tem ;  his  details,  we  are  persuaded,  will  prove  no  less  acceptable  to  the 
philanthropist  than  politician. 

The  above  reference  to  Mr.  Stuart's  excellent  work  brings  to  our  re- 
collection a  circumstance  in  Greek  commercial  elections  different  from 
those  of  America.  We  refer  to  the  fact  that,  in  Greece,  power  is  very 
uniformly  intrusted  to  the  wealthiest.  Mr.  Urquhart  makes  particular 
mention  of  this,  and  gives  a  very  satisfactory  explanation  of  what  might 
be  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  system.  Here,  indeed,  it  is  not  an  essential 
principle,  but  the  natural  consequence,  of  the  system.  Wealth  as  wealth 
has  no  influence  whatever  on  the  elections ;  but  the  wealthiest  are  chosen 
beeanse  this  condition  is  always  the  result  of  intelligence  and  industry. 
By  virtue  of  the  moral  control  exercised  by  one  man  over  another,  and 
by  the  whole  over  each, — with  unlimited  freedom  of  industry,  the  ab- 
sence  of  all  laws  that  give  undue  influence  to  riches,  or  tend  to  aocumu^ 
late  and  preserve  capital  in  certain  families  and  classes,  and,  joined  to 
these,  uncontrolled  suffrage, — ^the  best  known  and  most  respected 
character  is  always  the  object  of  their  choice.  The  worth  and  intelliT 
gence  of  these  village  patriarchs,  not  less  than  their  benevolenoe,  have 
oftentimes  called  forth  the  expression  of  our  admiration. 

The  preceding  descriptions  refer  to  the  system  of  local  administra- 
tion in  rural  districts.  The  same  institutions  do  not  present  the  lik9 
favourable  conduct  in  cities. 
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«  Here,"  Myi  oar  awthor,  **  th«  mmiidpaliticfl  shew  themaelTef  under  a  diftrmt 
aspect    The  primates  are  looked  vpon  as  worse  than  the  Turkish  goYtmonB,  and  the 

system  itself  serves  only  to  add  Greek  ingenuity  to  Turkish  despotism.**    (P.  44.) 

This  contrast  between  the  eharacter  and  effects  of  nominally  the  same 
institutions  in  towns  and  villages  mortified  the  author,  while  its  explan- 
ation escaped,  for  a  time,  his  penetration.  Municipal  organization 
he  was  disposed  to  think  inapplicable  to  large  communities,  until  he  as. 
certained  that  in  cities,  customs,  duties,  taxes  on  merchandize  and  shops, 
raised  by  government  agents,  were  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  di- 
rect tribute  raised  in  the  country  by  native  agency,  Thb  single  fact 
speaks  volumes.  May  our  legislature  and  local  corporations  learn  a 
useful  lesson  from  its  consideration. 

We  must  content  ourselves  with  this  imperfect  sketch,  referring  to 
the  volume  before  us  for  the  full  development  of  the  form  and  constitn- 
tion  of  Turkish  municipalities,  and  proceed  to  make  a  few  extracts  and 
observations  on  the  advantages  that  have  resulted  to  rulers  and  subjects 
in  European  Turkey  from  their  operation. 

«  The  eleyation  of  the  Greeks  to  political  importance  in  the  Turkish  empire ;  the 
fecilities  for  reorganization  which  the  country  possesses ;  the  moral  character  and  in- 
dustry of  the  population ;  the  preservation  of  their  distinctive  fieatures  and  creeds, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Turkish  empire  itself,  seem  to  me  to  be,  all  of  them, 
efieets  of  the  local  municipal  institutions.**    (P.  14.) 

The  author  explains  how  their  importance  have  not  been  heretofore 
observed  and  appreciated  properly,  by  shewing  that  the  ideas  and  avo- 
cations of  the  Europeans  who  inhabit  the  Levant,  unfit  them  for  like 
inquiries,  and  that  travellers,  for  the  most  part,  receive  their  impressions 
and  information  from  this  class  of  persons. 

<^  But  it  is  not  only  among  the  Franks  or  Europeans  visiting  the  East,  that  we 
find  contempt  for  these  institutions,  or  ignorance  of  their  existence.  The  Greeks 
themselves,  even  under  the  direct  influence  of  their  most  beneficial  operation,  have 
hitherto  had  no  just  conception  of  their  effect  on  themselves,  or  of  their  value  or  im- 
portance, compared  with  the  economy  of  more  civilized  administrations.  The  peasant 
clings  to  them,  by  the  pressure  of  his  necessities,  for  the  mitigation  of  impending 
penalties,  or  of  immediate  wrongs ;  but  they  are  associated  in  his  mind  with  the 
tjrranny  of  the  Turkish  government.  Little  does  lie  dream  that  equality  of  hurthcns^ 
ffeedom  of  opinion,  an  equal  voice  in  commercial  matters,  the  election  with  the  pay- 
ment of  the  village  schoolmaster,  the  right  of  rejecting  the  parochial  priest;  all 
which  he  looks  upon  as  portions  of  his  existence  and  his  wrongs,  would,  amongst 
civilized  nations,  he  called  by  such  terms  as  privileges  and  rights  ;  and  that  they  are 
benefits  which  no  nation  in  Europe  possesses,  and  towards  which  they  are  groping 
only  in  the  dark.'*    (P.  72.) 

In  confirmation  of  this  great  benefit,  the  author,  in  another  place, 
observes  :— 

*^  The  establishment  of  the  Turkish  dominion  swept  away  all  privileges,  all  mono- 
polies ;  but  it  swept  away,  too,  all  disabilitiesi  If  it  destroyed  pre-eminence  of  caste, 
it  destroyed  invidious  exclusions.  It  reformed  the  corrupt  and  overgrown  hicfai€hT« 
abolished  oppressive  influences,  and  reduced  the  nation  to  a  state  of  perfect  equality, 
by  depriving  it  of  all  rights  and  distinctions  ;  so  that,  in  industry  alone,  this  hitherto 
effeminate  people  were  reduced  to  seek  merit  and  distinction,  as  well  as  the  means  of 
existence ;  and  industry,  though  oppressed  by  anarchy  in  Turkey,  has  never  been 
repressed  by  law.**    (P.  20.) 

One,  and  not  the  least  interesting  result  that  Mr.  Urquhart  traces 
from  this  system,  is  the  influence  it  exercised  in  preserving  the  national 
character  and  creed  of  the  Greek  people.  Not  more  erroneous  explana. 
tions  of  this  curious  circumstance  have  we  heard  given  in  Greece  than 
in  this  country.  Our  author's  account  of  thiH  fact  is  not  less  eloquent 
than  satisfactory. 
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<*  It  if  not  in  Turkey  alone  that  Gredu  are  to  be  found :  emigrations  of  them  have 
taken  place  at  7800110  periods  to  other  conntries,  both  in  considerable  numbers  and 
small  bodies.  They  are  to  be  found  in  Tartary,  in  the  steppes  of  the  Kouban,  in  the 
Crimea,  in  Transylvania,  in  Hungary,  in  Sardinia  and  Corsica,  Apulia  and  Sicily. 
The  period  of  their  separation  from  the  parent  stock  has  seldom  been  so  remote  as  its 
subjugation  by  the  Turks.  Yet,  almost  uniyersally  in  these  wttlementi^  the  Greek 
character  has  lost  its  distinguishing  fieatures ;  above  all,  its  activity  and  intelligence^ 
Their  language  has  become  often  unintelligible ;  they  have  generally  renounced  the 
tenets  of  the  Greek  church,  and  they  seon,  morally  and  intellectually,  far  below  the 
level  of  the  rayas  of  Turkey.  Yet  these  settlements  are  in  civilized  countries,  whose 
governments  relieve  the  ignorant  peasant  from  all  responsibility,  from  all  trouble  or 
care  in  the  collection  of  his  taxes,  and  the  administration  of  public  aftiirsi  It  is  the 
tax-gatherer  and  police  officer  that  have  eflhced  the  type  of  nationality, — it  is  the  ab^ 
sence  of  the  humanizing  and  instructive  experience  of  the  institutions  I  have  been 
describing,  that  has  exposed  them  to  the  corruption  of  their  grammar  and  their  creed. 
Have  these  colonists  suffered  more  for  that  creed  which  they  have  abandoned,  than  the 
rayas  of  Turkey  for  that  which  they  have  preserved  ?  Is  the  hatred  of  a  Greek  less 
for  the  foith  of  Rome  than  for  that  of  Mecca  ?  Are  the  worldly  advantages  of  pro- 
selytism  greater  in  Italy  than  in  Turkey?  In  Italy  the  advantage  is  negative: 
escape  ftom  the  persecution  of  the  prevailing  bigotry.  In  Turkey  it  is  translation 
from  the  class  of  oppressed  to  that  of  oppression, — it  is  elevation  ftom  the  state  of  serf 
to  that  of  noble.  Without  these  allurements  the  Greeks  of  Italy  have  become  Catho* 
lies ;  and  with  them  all  the  Greeks  of  Turkey  remain  Christians.  Even  the  criminal 
at  the  stake  will  scorn  to  purchase,  not  life  alone,  but  life  and  favour,  by  a  change  of 
creed.  It  is  not,  then,  the  influence  of  the  priesthood,  or  even  of  religion,  that  pro. 
duces  this  firm  adherence  to  their  faith  :  it  is  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  little  com- 
munity, over  which  the  strong  affections  of  each  individual  are  spread.  It  is  not  de» 
votion  to  a  heartless  religion  of  ceremonies  and  witchcraft  that  inspires,  and  has 
inspired,  a  whole  nation  for  centuries,  with  a  martyr*s  endurance  of  persecution,  and 
a  stoic*s  contempt  for  worldly  allurements ;  it  is  the  moral  authority — it  is  the  sup^ 
port  of  fellowship  and  friendship  that  results  from  the  close  pressure  of  mau  and  man 
under  a  common  affliction,  and  the  strong  linking  of  interests,  and  opinions,  and 
affections,  under  the  municipal  bond ;  so  that  the  good  opinion  of  the  fraternity  in 
which  each  has  been  brought  up  is  to  every  man  more  than  faith  or  law.*'    (P.  37*) 

We  shall  take  this  opportunity  of  vindicating  the  Greek  peasantry 
from  a  part,  at  least,  of  that  censure  for  a  time  so  fashionably  heaped 
upon  the  nation,  by  the  statement  of  two  simple  facts.  We  have  dwelt, 
with  safety  of  person  and  property,  at  Hydra,  during  the  heat  of  the 
revolution,  in  Greek  houses,  the  doors  of  which  had  no  means  of  being 
secured,  by  day  and  night,  except  by  a  common  latch.  There  was  no 
police  nor  prison  on  the  Island.  We  have  travelled  from  Corinth  to 
Patras,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  Egyptians,  unguarded,  unarmed,  wan- 
dering through  unfrequented  paths,  among  the  natives,  and  sharing  their 
cottages  at  night,  without  suffering  from  insult  or  theft.  Would  that  a 
Greek  could  walk  from  Cork  to  Kilkenny  and  give  a  similar  report. 

We  gladly  bear  our  testimony  to  the  following  character  of  the  people 
described. 

^  Under  the  eastern  empire,  neglected  literature  had  taken  refuge  in  the  libraries 
of  Constantinople  and  the  cloisters  of  Athos;  now,  every  village  of  ancient  and  modem 
Greece  has  its  schools.  Instead  of  the  good  qualities  of  the  people  being  lost  by  the 
oppression  they  have  suffered;  oppression  has  purified  and  renewed  the  national  char- 
acter. I  speak,  of  coursei,  of  the  character  of  the  mass  of  the  nation,  not  of  the  cen- 
sals  and  courtiers  of  Smyrna,  the  dragomans  of  Constantinople,  the  primates  of  com- 
mercial towns,  or,  in  general,  of  those  whose  industry  was  rendered  chicane,  by  their 
coming  in  individual  contact  with  Turks  or  Europeans.'*  (P.  22.) 

The  quick  perception  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  Greek  peasantry 
on  matters  of  knowledge,  apparently  beyond  the  comprehension  of  their 
station,  must  have  struck  every  unprejudiced  person,  whose  knowledge  of 
their  language  enabled  him  to  form  an  opinion.  Their  intelligence  is 
far  above  their  condition.     Instances  and  anecdotes  in  proof  of  this  are 
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to  be  foiiBd  in  every  traveller's  note  book.  Our  author  relates  two  wkich 

bear  remarkably  upon  our  own  times  and  country.     May  they  prove  a 

lesson ! 

^  When  Capo  dUftris*t  violAtioii  of  Ihe  priudples  of  the  oansUtution  had  raiMd  a 
k»ud  and  anlTMnal  cry  for  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution,  and  afterwards  for  a 
National  Aaeembly,  theee  words  were  not  mere  shibbolethi  of  faction  or  terms  borrow- 
ed from  Europeb  Two  anawen  were  gi?en  to  the  preeident,  which  prove  the  ftbling 
and  intelligence  of  the  people  on  theee  points.  The  president  asked  an  illiterate  Greek 
why  he  hi^  signed  a  petition  for  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution,  and  what  he 
meant  by  the  words  ?  The  peasant  answered,  with  ready  indignation,  <  The  covenant 
which  teaches  us  our  duty  to  you,  and  you,  your  duty  to  us !'  Not  long  before  the 
termination  of  his  unhappy  career,  the  president  went  into  Maina,  where  disaffec* 
tion  was  strongest,  to  attonpt  to  quell  it.  At  a  meeting  with  some  of  the  chieft,  he 
protested  thst  he  was  willing  to  adhere  to  the  acts  of  the  congress  of  Ai^gos,  but  they 
persisted  in  demanding  the  couTocation  of  a  national  congress.  He  petulantly  asked 
what  use  there  could  be  in  a  national  congress,  if  he  adhered  to  the  decrees  of  the  last? 
One  of  the  chie£i  replied,  '  When  Moees,  baring  received  the  law  from  God,  broke  that 
law,  he  had  to  appear  before  God  again,  and  to  receive  anew  the  laws  he  had  broken. 
You,  who  are  neither  our  conqueror  nor  our  hereditary  chief,  possess  your  power  by 
the  constitution  you  received  Arom  the  people:  you  have  broken  that  constitution;  you 
must  come  to  the  people  again  to  have  it  restored  to  you.'  ** 

We  repeat,  may  our  people  and  our  rulers  cherish  the  lesson  conveyed 
in  this  admonition. 

Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  further  on  this  interesting  sec- 
tion of  the  work.  He  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
and  wishes  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  relative  advantage  of  various  hu. 
man  institutions  as  means  to  this  end,  will  find  in  this  portion  of  Mr. 
Urquhart's  subject  ample  materials  for  instruction : — while  no  less  de- 
light and  instruction  will  be  afforded  to  the  reader  whose  object  is  in- 
formation  on  matters  of  universal  interest.  To  both  we  recommend  the 
volume  with  confidence. 

We  shall  conclude  our  notice  of  municipal  institutions,  by  quoting  one 

or  two  extracts  in  proof  of  their  applicability  as  an  instrument  for  the 

future  regeneration  of  Turkey. 

<<  In  1831,'*  says  the  author, «  after  visiting  Albania  and  the  greater  portion  of  Eiwo- 
pean  Turkey,  during  the  struggle  between  the  Porte  and  the  Albanians,  I  returned 
to  England  with  very  little  hope  of  seeing  the  country  tranquillized,  or  the  Turkish 
rule  prolonged.  But,  a  few  months  afterwards,  returning  to  that  country,  I  visited 
almost  every  portion  of  it,  and  was  perfectly  amased  at  the  Incredible  change  that 
had  taken  place.  It  was  then  that  I  set  myself  seriously  to  inquire  how  the  mis- 
fortunes of  Turkey  might  be  remedied ;  how  the  Sultan  could  attach  to  himself  the 
Greek  and  Raya  population,  the  proofs  of  which  attachment  met  me  at  every  turn. 
It  was  then  that  I  clearly  saw  the  value  of  the  elementary  municipal  institutions,  and 
the  facilities  for  political  organization  which  they  affbnled."  (P.  1.) 

This  was  a  brilliant  epoch  in  the  history  of  Turkey ;  may  it  not  prove 
the  flicker  of  an  expiring  light ! 

The  plan  of  the  Grand  Vizier  of  that  period,  Reschid  Pacha,  to  re- 
organize the  disturbed  provinces,  was  simply  this, — Ist,  To  substitute  for 
all  exactions,  legal  and  illegal,  a  property  tax,  "  to  be  assessed  by  their 
own  municipal  authorities^  on  land^  houses,  shops^  and  yokes  of  oxen." 
The  author  adds^ 

*'  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  to  what  extent  this  arrangement  wonld  improve  the 
revenue,  or  relieve  the  people  through  Roumelia,  but  I  am  not,  I  think,  beyond  the 
mark  when  I  say,  that  with  one  season  of  tranquillity  the  revenues  might  be  quad- 
rupled, and  yet  the  people  renuiin  the  most  lightly  taxed  of  Europe." 

2d,  To  sweep  away  the  horde  of  those  functionaries  who  lived  by  plun- 
der, and  profited  by  misrule. 

<<  I  must  entreat,"  he  says,  « the  most  particular  attention  to  this  all-important  con* 
aideration,  which  is  the  key  both  to  the  present  state  and  future  prospects  of  Turkey 
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%faat,  in  sweeping  away  thew  functionarieay  you  buxst  asunder  tio  U«,  you  imkroj  n« 
institutions,  you  injure  no  interests,  you  leave  no  blank  to  be  filled  up.  There  is 
centralization  of  power  in  Turkey,  but  not  of  admitaistration.  The  community  ad- 
ministers itself.**  (P.  7-) 

The  work  itself  must  be  consulted^  for  the  details  of  this  projected  re- 
Form^  of  which  it  is  said, 

«  This  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  administration,  so  admirably  simple^  so 
practicable,  so  advantageous  to  the  government  and  the  people,  (of  Roumelia,)  is  now 
placed  beyond  all  danger  as  to  its  ultimate  success,  by  the  overthrow,  in  the  provinces, 
of  the  bodies  interested  in  the  continuance  of  misrulesi  It  may  be  more  or  less  re- 
tarded by  the  intrigues  of  the  Porte  itself,  or  by  the  failure  of  the  organization  of  the 
new  troops  on  which  it  depends.**  (P.  9.) 

As  a  farther  example  and  incitement  for  the  adoption  of  this  form  of 
government,  and  of  its  practical  applicability,  the  author  details  at  length 
the  liistory  of  the  prosperity  of  Ambelakia,  a  village  of  Thessaly.  We 
•can  only  extract  one  passage  from  this  highly  interesting  statement. 
After  describing  its  opulence,  the  author  says, 

**  Had  an  old  commercial  emporium,  had  a  conveniently  situated  seaport,  or  a 
provincial  chief  town,  possessing  capital,  connexions,  and  influence,  extended  thus  ra- 
pidly its  commerce  and  pYosperity,  it  would  have  been  cited,  and  justly  so,  as  a  proof 
<of  the  good  administration  which  ruled  it.  What  then  shall  we  say  of  the  adminis- 
tration  that  has  thus  elevated  an  unknown,  a  weak  and  insignificant  hamlet,  that  has 
not  a  single  field  in  its  vicinity,  that  had  no  local  industry,  that  had  no  commercial 
Connexion,  no  advantage  of  position,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  no  manufoctniing  move- 
ment, was  on  the  track  of  no  transit  commerce,  was  not  situated  either  on  a  mrvigable 
river,  or  on  the  sea,  had  no  harbour  even  in  its  vicinity,  and  was  accessible  by  tw 
road  save  a  goat*s  path  among  precipices  P  With  all  these  local  disadvantages,  it  pos- 
sessed no  local  advantage  whatever  over  the  thousand  other  villages  of  Thessaly ; 
neither  did  its  industry  receive  its  impulse  from  new  discoveries,  secrets  of  chemistry, 
or  combination  of  mechanical  powen.  It  supplied  industrious  Germany,  not  by  the 
perfection  of  its  jennies,  but  by  the  industry  of  its  spindle  and  distal  It  taught 
Montpelier  the  art  of  dyeing,  not  from  Experimental  Chairs,  but  because  dyeing  was 
with  it  a  domestic  and  culinary  operation,  subject  to  daily  operation  in  every  kitchen ; 
and,  by  the  simplicity  and  honesty,  not  the  science  of  its  system,  it  reads  a  lesson  to 
commercial  associations,  and  holds  up  an  example,  unparalleled  in  the  commercial 
history  of  Europe,  of  a  joint-stock-and-labour  company,  economically  and  successfully 
administered,  in  which  the  interests  of  industry  and  capital  were  long  equally  repre- 
sented. Yet,  the  system  of  administration  with  which  all  this  is  connected,  is  com- 
mon to  the  thonsand  hamlets  of  Thessaly  that  have  not  emerged  ft-om  their  insignifl* 
cance.  But  Ambelakia  umu  lefi  alone  for  tiventy  years.  In  this  short  sentence  lies 
the  secret  of  its  prosperity,  and  the  promise  of  the  regeneration  both  of  Turkey  and 
Greece.**    (P.  63.) 

When  will  those  legislating  for  commerce  learn  wisdomfrom  the  maxim 
and  moral  here  emphatically  recorded  ? 

The  future  prospects  of  Turkey,  under  the  proper  use  of  municipali- 
ties, are  thus  represented  : — 

^  In  Turkey  we  see  provinces  escaped  from  servitude^  coalescing,  combining,  go- 
verning themielve&*  Turkey  found  her  European  subjects  in  the  most  degraded  condi- 
tion ;  they  have  gained  under  her  wing  the  power  of  unlocking  her  talons*  grasp.  Give 
Turkey  herself  but  moderate  time  and  a  iair  field,  and  I  see  nothing  in  her  political 
constitution  to  make  us  despair  of  a  great,  and  a  happy,  and,  I  may  add,  a  speedy 
change :  but  without  some  exertion  fh>m  without,  she  cannot  have  the  requisite  time, 
and  ftr  less  honourable  lists.**    (P.  29a) 

We  have  thus  given  a  short,  and,  we  fear,  because  of  our  limits,  an 
imperfect  outline  of  the  municipal  system  of  Turkey ;  of  the  benefits  it 

has  conferred  on  its  raya  population,  in  spite  of  the  errors  and  crimed  of 

■  ■11.  I   ■  ..  — .    -  I  ■  -   * 

*  **  Servia,  released  from  Turkish  oppression,  is  quietly  organizing  itself,  unheeded 
in  its  happy  obscurity.** 
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the  central  government, — and  of  its  practical  applicability  to  the  future 
regeneration  of  the  country.  The  work  on  which  we  have  been  engaged 
must  be  examined  for  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  numerous  bear, 
ings  and  workings  of  the  system.  We  shall  only  add  our  conviction  to 
the  author's  testimony,  that,  humble  as  the  system  is,  it  forms  the  sole 
bond  of  union  between  the  governed  and  governors,  where  the  impassable 
barrier  of  religion  prevents  it  from  developing  itself  in  higher  political 
combinations.     In  the  words  of  the  author : — 

«  We  have  traced  these  inBtitations  in  the  character  of  the  people ;  we  have  shewa 
how  they  have  preserved  the  raya  population  among  whom  they  prevailed,  and  per- 
petuated  uniformity  of  creed,  doctrines,  and  opinions ;  of  language,  disposition,  and 
character ;  while  they  have  kept  them  distinct  from  all  other  races  that  live  under 
the  same  general  government ;  and,  while  other  races,  less  oppressed  but  less 
stnmgly  knit  together,  have  been  swallowed  up  by  Islamism,  we  have  seen  how  the 
activity  they  called  forth  furnished  resources  to  the  Turkish  empire,  and  how  the 
submission  they  inculcated  and  produced,  allowed  that  supremacy  so  long  to  exist : 
we  have  then  followed  them  in  the  powerful  impulse  they  gave  to  communities  under 
different  circumstances ;  engaged  in  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture,  relieved 
from  all  other  jurisdiction  than  their  own:  we  have  seen  an  unknown  village  of 
Pelion  conducting  vast  commercial  speculations  on  the  Elbe,  the  Danube,  the  Rhine  ; 
the  barren  rocks  of  Magnesia  furnishing  the  fertile  but  enslaved  plains  of  Thessaly 
with  fruits  and  vegetables  in  their  season :  we  have  seen  remote  and  unfrequented 
rocks,  sprinkled  over  the  Egean  and  Ionian  seas,  rising  to  the  possesuon  of  a  marine 
and  a  commercial  prosperity,  next  to  miraculous ;  and  all,  independent  of  any  poli- 
tical institution  whatever,  and  under  no  other  influence  save  that  of  the  municipal 
system,  which  is  common  to  the  rest  of  the  fertile  land  and  heavenly  climate,  whose 
neglected  spots  have  displayed  examples  of  unparalleled  prosperity.  What  would 
that  country  then  become  if  left  to  itself?  If  the  disregarded  seeds  fallen  among 
stones  and  briers  have  produced  sixty  and  a  hundred  fold,  what  harvest  might  be 
expected  from  the  deep  soil,  if  allowed  to  bring  forth  the  seed  slumbering  in  ita  breast  ?'* 
(P.  77.) 

The  reviewer  is  more  anxious  at  this  moment  to  bring  the  present 
subject  before  the  public,  and  has  therefore  treated  it  at  some  lengthy 
because  he  believes  that  having  improved  the  higher  and  central  por- 
tion of  our  administration,  we  cannot  long  leave  in  the* state  in  which 
it  now  is,  its  elements  and  basis — local  administration.  England's  Repre- 
sentative Chamber  is  now  a  half-reformed  portion  of  the  state,  but  her 
Burgh  Constitution  is  not  yet  remodeUed.  Even  the  Parliament  that 
effected  the  greater  change,  has  halted  in  its  progress  towards  the  lesser. 
How  opposite  the  case  in  the  East.  There  the  foundation  is  good,  the 
superstructure  bad.  The  central  government  is  weak,  profligate,  hateful ; 
but  the  original  principles  are  admirable,  and  the  elementary  municipal 
institutions  have  such  inherent  excellence,  that  they  preserve  the  na- 
tion in  spite  of  the  badness  of  the  central  government,  the  common 
enemy  of  the  empire.  Corruption  and  oppression  conceal  from  the  dis- 
tant observer  and  passing  traveller  many  points  of  excellence  in  the 
state.  The  discredit  of  the  government  attaches  to  all  its  parts,  per- 
verting curiosity  even  from  being  directed  to  the  examination  of  insti- 
tutions that  alone  have  hitherto  preserved  to  the  empire  even  its  present 
bulk.  Year  after  year  has  brought  predictions  of  its  fall ;  all  the  dis- 
orders, all  the  evils  that  lead  or  ever  have  led  to  a  nation's  annihilation, 
are  in  active  operation  in  Turkey, — yet  Turkey  still  exists ;  nay,  the  re- 
petition of  destruction  proves  the  faculty  of  reproduction.  A  province  left 
to  itself — Servia,  for  instance — rapidly  rises  to  prosperity ;  and  why  ? 
because  taxation  does  not  press  on  industry.  There  are  no  privileges, 
because  there  are  no  privileged  classes;  no  fictitious' interests,  because 
there  is  no  tyranny  of  law  in  municipal  affairs.    A  local  administration. 
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chosen  by  the  whole  people,  distributes  equally  the  burdens  to  be  sup. 
ported ;  unites  them  in  compact  bodies  to  bear  up  under  the  tyranny  of 
their  masters ;  and  reduces  that  tyranny  to  exactions  on  each  individual 
according  to  his  means.  In  a  word^  the  municipal  institution  has  re- 
lieved the  raya  subject  from  spies,  police^  tax-gatherers,  custom-house 
officers,  and  the  other  innumerable  means  of  oppression  employed  by 
governments  less  frankly  despotic  than  Turkey. 

In  a  future  number  we  shall  resume  the  examination  of  the  other 
U>pic8  discussed  by  Mr.  Urquhart ;  and  we  again  candidly  recommend  the 
work  to  the  careful  perusal  of  our  readers. 


JUNIUS  REDIVIVUS  ON  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  TAIT  S  MAGAZINE. 

Sir, — It  is  not  the  least  gratifying  '^  sign  of  the  times,"  that  "  Auld 
Reekie,"  so  long  the  indisputed  stronghold  of  the  insolent  dominating 
few,  has  at  last  awakened  from  her  slumbers ;  and,  like  a  giant  refreshed 
with  wine,  has  put  forth  her  energies  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  many, 
with  ii  might  which  may  not  be  resisted.  The  periodical  you  conduct 
has,  like  the  Ejeaminer  amongst  newspapers,  set  an  example  of  plain 
speaking,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  conventional  cant,  which  cannot  but  be 
productive  of  immense  good,  by  operating  beneficially  upon  the  public 
morality.  When  persons  and  things  are  called  by  their  right  names,  po- 
litical dishonesty  bids  fair  to  become  as  disreputable  as  private  dishonesty. 
He  who  robs  the  public,  will  be  regarded  as  a  "  false  thief,"  just  as  much 
as  he  who  robs  his  neighbour ;  and  the  assertor  of  a  falsehood  will  be 
branded  as  dishonourable^  whether  that  falsehood  be  for  the  interest  of 
his  party,  or  for  his  own  private  gain.  We  are  on  the  verge  of  a  new 
era,  during  which  a  beneficial  change  will  be  wrought  on  mankind,  whose 
amount  of  good  no  man  living  can  calculate. 

In  one  of  your  former  numbers  you  say,  "  We  are  free  !"  Would 
that  it  were  so ;  but,  alas  !  the  shout  of  victory  is  even  yet  premature. 
A  victory  has  been  gained^  for  joy  whereof  we  have  shouted  loudly,  and 
deemed  that  it  was  conclusive ;  but  though  the  struggle  is  no  longer  of 
the  same  character,  there  is  still  a  struggle,  which  must  be  warily  main- 
tained. The  dream  of  brute  force  has  vanished,  like  a  baseless  shadow, 
the  Irish  bill  notwithstanding ; — ^the  giant  put  forth  his  strength,  and 
the  green  withes  were  burst ;  but  now  comes  the  contest  of  chicanery. 
The  gate  of  freedom  is  open  before  us,  but  there  are  many  pitfalls  in  the 
pathway  to  it.  To  drop  the  metaphor.  Though  men  are  entitled  to  vote 
for  the  legislators  who  are  to  rule  over  them,  the  freedom  of  those  votes, 
the  privilege  of  voting  according  to  conscience,  is  still  denied.  Voters  are 
still  liable  to  be  made  puppets  in  the  hands  of  their  taskmasters ;  and 
so  long  as  this  state  of  things  shall  endure,  it  is  a  mockery  to  tell  men 
they  are  free.  The  fight  which  commenced  in  the  reign  of  John  must 
still  be  pursued ;  and  the  seat  of  legislation  must  continue  to  be  a  battle- 
ground, until  the  absolute  control  of  the  people  over  their  rulers  be  de~ 
finitely  fixed,  legally  as  well  as  morally.  Until  that  be  finally  determined, 
until  the  good  principle  shall  triumph  over  the  evil  one,  until  the  rulers 
shall  be  made  responsible  for  their  acts,  by  a  legal  and  peaceable  process, 
there  can  be  no  hope  for  public  quietude,  no  rational  expectation  that 
wise  laws  shall  be  enacted,  that  mischievous  laws  shall  be  abolished. 
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Tlie  general  character  of  the  elections,  for  what  has  been  called  th0 
''  first  Reformed  Parliament^"  has  served  to  mark  the  disposition  of 
the  Ministry,  as  being  desirous  of  retaining  in#aence,  and  as  being' 
not  too  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  used  in  the  pursuit  of  that  de- 
sire. They  have  talked  loudly  enough  against  influence,  but  it  was 
only  the  influence  which  was  opposed  to  them ;  and  the  transactions 
at  Bath  have  served  to  impress  upon  the  inhabitants  of  at  least  one  city, 
the  necessity  there  is,  not  to  place  too  much  confidence  in  the  professions 
of  men,  who  hold,  or  aim  at  holding,  lucrative  places.  Strong  endeavours 
have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry,  and  their  adherents,  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  increasing  custom  of  demanding  pledges;  and 
much  dishonest  casuistry  was  used,  for  the  purpose  of  blinking  the  real 
question  at  issue.  That  many  persons,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  cAuses 
of  the  evils  they  laboured  under,  should  entertain  especial  confidence  in 
the  efficacy  of  abolishing  certain  taxes,  was  natural  enough ;  and  that 
each  should  be  anxious  to  remove  the  tax  whieh  he  found  to  press  hard- 
est upon  himself,  was  also  perfectly  natural ;  but  this  was  not  the  object 
ef  the  main  body.  The  fact  was,  that  niiether  from  design  or  from 
Intention,  the  change  or  reform  of  the  constitution  brought  about  by 
the  Reform  BiU,  was  not  efficient  enough ;  and  the  people  were  as  much 
entitled  to  demand  pledges  to  effect  a  further  and  efficient  change,  as 
they  were  to  demand  the  original  pledge,  without  which  the  Reform  Bill 
would  not  have  been  carried.  To  talk,  as  some  of  the  Ministers  have 
done,  of  the  Reform  Bill  being  a  final  measure,  is  either  absurd  or  dis- 
honest. The  professed  object  of  the  bill  is  to  make  the  people  the  legal 
source  of  all  power ;  and  the  denial  of  the  details  necessary  for  securing 
that  power,  is  a  species  of  legal  quibble  which  cannot  be  permitted. 
The  Ministers  and  their  creatures  alleged  that  the  object  of  demanding 
pledges  was  to  make  the  people  the  real  legislators,  and  the  members 
merely  attorneys.  This  is  a  false  allegation.  The  people  do  not  want 
to  interfere  in  legislation, — they  merely  wish  to  hold  a  control  over  their 
legislators;  they  wish  to  take  bail  for  their  good  behaviour,  by  electing 
them  for  short  periods,  and  they  wish  to  be  uncontrolled  by  influence 
while  electing  them.  This  is  a  constitutional  change  ;  which  species  of 
change  must  ever  emanate  from  the  people  out  of  the  House,  and  not 
from  the  representatives  in  the  House.  The  ballot  is  absolutely  neces. 
sary  to  the  freedom  of  election ;  and  triennial,  or — still  better — annual 
Parliaments,  are  a  security  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  legislator 
when  elected.  Whatever  person  in  the  Grovemment  may  object  to  these 
salutary  changes,  may  fairly  be  suspected  of  a  wish  to  hold  irresponsible 
power,  and  should  be  watched  like  a  man  bent  on  mischief.  It  is  to  he 
feared  that  the  pledges  on  the  subject  of  the  ballot  and  short  Parlia- 
ments have  not  been  sufficiently  insisted  upon  at  the  elections.  It  is 
not  the  less  certain  that  those  two  desirable  objects  will  ultimately  be 
attained;  but  they  must  probably  be  attained  through  a  fresh  public 
excitement,  and  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  delay,  which  might 
have  been  avoided.  Until  all  motives  for  public  excitement  shaU  have 
been  put  an  end  to, — until  the  people  at  large  shall  be  absolutely  free 
to  choose  their  legislators  according  to  their  own  judgment,  unswayed 
by  any  power  but  opinion,  there  will  be  no  chance  for  wise  deliberation 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  elected.  The  House  of  Commons  must 
continue  the  arena  for  party  struggles,  and  not  for  deliberating  wisdom, 
in  which  the  object  sought  would  be  the  constantly  progressing  happi- 
Aess  of  the  human  race.    But  whatever  be  the  length,  or  the  violence  of 
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the  contest^  the  abeolute  reaponMUUy  of  the  rulers  to  the  ruled  must 
be  obtained ;  and  to  obtain  which^  no  sacrifioe  can  be  too  great.  The 
ballot  and  short  Parliaments  are  the  most  immediate  steps  to  this.  If 
they  are  not  obtained  from  the  present  Parliament,  the  people  have 
themselves  alone  to  blame,  for  not  taking  better  security  at  the  polling 
booths. 

Of  the  men  composing  the  present  Parliament — I  speak  not  of  the 
'^  hereditary,"  whose  house  has  yet  to  be  set  in  order,  but  of  the  men 
elected  to  the  Lower  House,  which  now  bids  fair  to  be  the  Upper — ^there 
are  very  few  known  to  the  public  who  possess  the  qualities  requisite  in 
legislators.    A  scant  dossen  will  probably  comprise  all  those  who  possess 
that  combination  of  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  which  men  should 
possess  who  aspire  to  change  the  face  of  a  nation  from  evil  to  good. 
There  are  amongst  them — and  the  heart  of  the  patriot  leaps  in  his  breast 
at  the  thought — ^there  are  amongst  them  men  who  would  die  at  the  stake 
rather  than  abandon  the  holy  cause  they  have  taken  in  hand ;  men  ut- 
terly unswayed  by  any  of  the  baser  motives  too  commonly  found  amongst 
those  who  seek  public  stations ;  men  with  moral  qualities  equal  to  those 
of  Hampden  and  Marvell,  and  with  intellects  far  exceeding.    But  these 
men  are  few.    That  they  are  not  more  numerous,  has  principally  arisen 
from  the  want  of  a  pubUc  standard  of  high  and  ennobting  virtue.    But 
the  example  will  be  set ;  and  even  as  the  crystal  of  salt  thrown  into 
the  seething  salt-pan,  sets  the  type  for  other  crystals  to  form  by,  so 
will  new  aspirants  for  better  things  than  have  for  ages  been  the  object 
of  public  ambition  crowd  around,  and  imitate  the  moral  models  on  whom 
men's  eyes  will  be  fixed.    Man  is  an  imitative  animal,  and  takes  to  good 
more  readily  than  to  evil,  when  the  gain  is  equal.    The  advocates  of 
brute  force,  who  caU  themselves  **  Conservatives,"  have  now  become  a 
very  small  minority  in  the  House ;  but  the  Waiters  on  Providence,  who 
adhere  to  the  present  Ministry  simply  because  they  are  the  ruling  power, 
are  many  in  number.    Those  who  really  mean  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
without  regard  to  self,  are  comparatively  few ;  and  those  capable  of  com. 
prebending  its  real  welfare,  stiU  fewer.    The  men  who  <;ombine  moral 
and  intellectual  power  in  the  greatest  perfection,  are  never  very  numerous, 
and  they  are  just  the  people  who  are  the  most  likely  to  keep  away  from 
election  struggles,  as  elections  have  hitherto  been  conducted.    Such  men 
never  make  a  parade  of  their  qualifications,  and  they  are  above  the  hires 
of  paltry  ambition.    They  must  be  diligently  sought  before  they  can  be 
found  ;  but  when  found  they  are  invaluable.    In  numerous  cases,  bodies 
of  electors  have  taken  men  with  whom  they  were  not  satisfied  simply 
because  they  could  find  no  better;  and,  consequently,  the  class  of  trading 
politicians  is  very  numerous  amongst  the  mob  of  whom  the  House  of 
Commons  is  composed.     I  say  mob ;  because  no  body  which  is  composed 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty  members  can  be  a  deliberative  assembly,  unless 
a  portion  of  them  stop  away,  or  are  silent ;  and,  in  such  case,  they  might 
as  well  not  be  elected.    There  is  little  probability  that  the  present  Par. 
liament  can  be  of  long  endurance.    The  honest  men  in  it  will  bring  for- 
ward motions  for  the  Ballot,  Triennial  or  Annual  Parliaments,  and  the 
abolition  of  theTaxes  on  Knowledge.   They  will  be  tests  for  the  honesty  of 
Ministers,  and  if  they  break  not  down  under  them,  then  must  come  the 
clash  with  that  body  whose  hereditary  absurdities  preclude  all  chance  of 
rationality.    In  the  meantime,  the  electors  generally  should  cast  about  for 
the  honestest  and  wisest  men  they  know,  amongst  the  few  whose  pecuniary 

circumstances  allow  them  to  be  selected  under  the  present  system,  and 


46S  Junius  Redivivus  on  the  House  of  Commons, 

they  should  return  them,  pledged  to  the  requiBite  constitutional  changes^ 
It  were  better  to  elect  the  commonest-minded  individual  above  an  idiot, 
who  would  pledge  himself  to  secure  the  legal  control  of  the  people  over 
their  representatives,  than  it  would  be  to  elect  the  most  intelligent  man 
of  the  age,  who,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  advocated  the  cause  of 
irresponsible  power.  Every  peaceable  measure  should  be  resorted  to,  to 
bring  about  that  desirable  conclusion,  which  is  the  only  security  against 
the  possibility  of  popular  excitement.  It  has  been  said,  but  most  falsely, 
that  there  is  a  disposition  in  the  people  to  elect  demagogues.  The  as- 
sertion has  been  utterly  disproved  by  the  late  elections,  and  it  is  found 
that  there  is  still  too  much  leaning  in  favour  of  the  aristocracy  of  ^^  pro- 
perty." 

The  notions  still  prevalent  amongst  the  people  at  large,  with  regard 
to  **  property  and  respectability,"  seem  to  indicate  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  qualities  required  in  a  legislator.  It  is  even  held,  by 
some  electors,  that  they  do  a  man  a  favour  by  appointing  him  to  a  situa- 
tion which,  if  he  be  a  moral  man,  must  entail  upon  him  an  immense 
amount  of  hard  labour.  Some  others  elect  their  member  simply  because 
they  have  elected  him  for  many  years  in  succession.  And  we  have  in- 
stances, where  a  member  devoid  of  all  utility  has,  by  long  practice,  per- 
suaded himself  that  his  seat  was  almost  a  legitimate  right ;  and,  when 
his  constituents  talked  of  changing  him,  he  upbraided  them  with  their  in- 
gratitude. One  man  is  chosen  because  he  is  excellent  at  a  calculating  ma- 
chine ;  another,  because  he  is  the  richest  man  in  the  county  ;  another, 
because  he  possesses  many  ships,  and  will  therefore  protect  the  shipping 
interest,  which  means  that  he  will  do  his  best  to  destroy  some  other 
trade ;  another  is  a  great  landholder,  and  is  selected  to  protect  the 
landed  interest.  These  people  are  in  fact  attorneys,  they  are  not  legis- 
lators ;  neither  have  they,  for  the  most  part,  the  comprehensive  minds, 
which  can  grasp  all  those  subjects  upon  which  the  happiness  of  mankind 
depends.  I  would  ask  electors  who  reason  in  such  a  manner  in  the 
choice  of  legislators,  why  they  do  not  employ  carpenters  to  make  their 
clothes,  and  tailors  to  build  their  houses  ?  They  would  probably  reply, 
that  they  were  unfitted  by  want  of  training.  And  >  is  legislation,  then  < 
the  thing  of  all  others  which  requires  no  training;,  is  it  a  matter  of 
mere  instinct,  or  of  common  acquirement,  like  reading  and  writing  ?  Is 
that,  upon  which  the  welfare  of  the  whole  nation  so  mainly  depends,  the 
only  thing  which  requires  no  study  ?  Or  is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in 
the  sciences  of  shooting  and  fox-hunting,  and  similar  modes  of  expending 
money  ?  or  in  traflSc  and  manufacturing,  and  in  similar  modes  of  gaining 
money  ?  Is  there  an3rthing  peculiar  in  these  things,  which  is  analogous 
to  the  science  of  law-making,  that  the  one  is  convertible  into  the  other 
by  the  simple  process  of  election  ?  The  science  of  legislation  is  the  most 
important  of  all,  both  as  to  the  intellect  and  moral  qualities  required 
for  it,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  good  or  evil  effects  it  may  produce 
upon  an  immense  number  of  human  beings ;  for  there'  is  not  a  creature 
60  elevated,  or  so  obscure,  but  must  be  more  or  less  affected  by  it.  For 
the  acquisition  of  the  most  ordinary  physical  arts,  we  deem  seven  years* 
instruction  necessary.  For  the  profession  of  a  judge,  nay,  of  a  common' 
practising  attorney,  we  require  a  long  course  of  study  at  a  heavy  ex- 
pense ;  yet  these  people  are  principally  required  to  act  upon  laws  ready 
made  to  their  hands ;  yet,  strange  to  say,  those  who  make  the  laws  are 
not  required  to  study  at  all.  A  country  booby  is  held  eligible  to  make 
A  law,  but  a  deeply  learned  scholar  is  required  to  put  it  in  force,  save 
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in  the  case  of  the  magistracy,  who  are,  for  the  most  part^  permitted  to 
be  as  ignorant  as  their  masters,  the  law.makers.     It  is  needful  that  the 
electors  should  reflect  on  these  things,  and  if  they  reflect,  they  cannot 
4but  see  the  absurdity  of  the  present  system ;  and  resolve  to  reform  it. 
It  seems  a  strange  anomaly,  that  the  legislators  of  a  nation  should  be 
composed  of  the  least  intelligent  amongst  those  who  possess  influence  ; 
but  the  matter  is  easy  of  solution.     People  wbo  inherit  large  properties, 
owing  to  our  vile  system  of  education,  seldom  acquire  a  liking  for  hard 
study.    Those  who  are  not  bom  to  property,  and  feel  the  workings  of 
superior  intellect,  do  study  hard,  with  the  intention  of  turning  their 
talents  to  account  as  a  means  of  livelihood.    Were  they  to  study  legis- 
lation, the  ultimate  result  of  their  studies,  under  the  present  system, 
would  be,  that  they  would  be  allowed  to  starve  in  quiet ;  for  they  could 
not  even  become  legislators  to  serve  gratuitously,  unless  they  were  pre- 
pared  to  commit  something  very  like  swindling  and  perjury,  in  order  to 
represent  themselves  the  lawful  possessors  of  property  not  reaUy  their 
own.    Thus,  the  talents  which,  as  legislators,  would  not  procure  them  a 
livelihood,  at  least  an  honest  livelihood,  are  turned  to  the  practice  of 
law,  in  which  much  of  their  object  is  to  '^  make  the  worse  appear  the 
better  reason ;"  and,  as  lawyers,  they  frequently  acquire  large  fortunes, 
and  rise  to  the  rank  of  judges,  and  the  enjoyment  of  great  salaries. 
There  is,  in  the  very  outset,  a  discouragement  to  any  man  of  talent  with, 
cut  property  applying  himself  to  the  study  of  legislation,  when  he  sees 
the  cheerless  result;  when  he  sees,  that  if  he  be  honest,  starving  will 
probably  be  his  reward.    I  grant  that  there  are  people,  possessed  of  such 
high  moral  qualities,  that  no  power  could  turn  them  from  the  straight- 
forward  career,  but  these  are  rare ;  and  it  is  not  fitting  that  the  nation 
flhould  lose  efficient  servants,  by  their  being  exposed  to  unjustifiable 
temptation.    It  is  a  remarkable  thing,  that,  while  every  executor  of  the 
laws,  who  has  no  greater  labour  than  reading  them  after  they  are  made, 
while  the  judge  and  magistrate,  who  are  inferior  functionaries,  are  weU 
paid — I  speak  only  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates,  who,  though  far  from 
efficient,  are  still  the  best ;  while  the  inferior  functionaries  are  paid,  the 
superior,  the  law-maker  himself,  is  expected  to  work  gratis.    And  what 
ins  been  the  consequence  ?     Not  merely,  after  all,  that  bad  laws  have 
been  cheaply  made,  but  that  the  law-makers  have  taken  various  modes  of 
paying  themselves  indirectly,  to  a  far  greater  amount  than  they  would 
have  obtained,  if  their  services  had  been  honestly  paid  for  in  a  stipu- 
lated salary ;  and  every  kind  of  mischievous  law  has  been  enacted  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  interest  of  the  people.     It  is  time  that  this 
should  eease  ;  it  is  not  a  seemly  thing  that  a  great  nation  should  depend 
upon  gratuitous  law-makers.     The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,   in 
whatever  capacity  he  be  employed ;  and  he  ought  not  to  be  driven  to 
acts  of  dishonesty,  by  being  deprived  of  the  means  of  support.    With 
what  faee  can  a  body  of  electors  complain  of  a  member  having  neglected 
his  duty,  when  the  fact  is,  that  he  has  undertaken  to  do  them  a  favour  } 
In  matters  of  business,  that  which  is  unpaid  for  is  rarely  worth  having  ; 
and  Sttch  has  clearly  been  the  case,  for  the  most  part,  with  the  unpaid 
legislators.    Some  of  the  hon^test  and  wisest  men  lately  elected  are 
practising  barristers,  whose  pecuniary  means  are  not  sufficient  for  their 
support.    They  would  gladly  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  business  of 
te^slation,  but  they  must  earn  their  living  by  attending  to  their  private 
business ;  because,  unlike  the  legislators  of  the  United  States,  they  are 
not  paid  for  their  public  services.    There  is  a  strong  objection  to  men 
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of  business  becoming  Members  of  Parliament ;  because^  in  order  to  attend 
to  their  own  business  throughout  the  day^  they  put  off  the  business  of 
the  nation  till  nighty  and  it  is  then  likely  to  be  badly  done^  and  without 
due  deliberation. 

The  absurdity  of  a  property  qualification^  either  for  a  member  or  an 
elector^  cannot  be  too  much  dwelt  upon.  Poverty  can  be  no  more  a 
proof  of  a  man's  dishonesty^  than  riches  would  be  of  his  honesty.  It  is 
not  the  wealthiest  people  who  are  the  most  proof  against  bribery ;  and 
independence  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  a  man's  possessions  as  upon 
his  wants.  One  man  may  have  a  surplus  with  an  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  while  another  runs  in  debt  with  a  hundred  thousand.  Andrew 
Marvell^  with  scarce  the  means  of  living,  was  unimpeachably  honest. 
The  scion  of  the  house  of  Wellesley,  with  almost  the  wealth  of  a  fairy 
tale,  has  nevertheless  plunged  into  enormous  debts  which  he  has  no 
means  of  paying.  So  far  from  a  man's  riches  being  a  security  for  his  in- 
tegrity, they  are  frequently  only  a  proof  that  he  loves  money  ;  and  the 
poverty  of  a  studious  man,  whose  talents  might  be  turned  to  the  accuw 
mulation  of  wealth,  is  a  proof  that  he  values  wisdom  more  than  riches  ; 
and,  therefore,  that  his  integrity  is  most  probably  incorruptible,  by  any 
of  the  ordinary  temptations  which  may  assail  him.  Yet  the  riches  of 
the  former  are  held  to  make  him  eligible  for  a  member,  while  the  po- 
verty, caused  by  the  moral  and  intellectual  pursuits  of  the  latter,  is 
held  to  be  a  proof  that  he  is  ready  to  be  put  up  for  sale.  In  speaking 
of  poverty,  I  am  not  supposing  the  actual  want  of  food  and  shelter ;  for 
it  would  be  a  proof  of  improvidence,  and  consequent  want  of  judgment, 
were  a  man  of  high  talent  to  suffer  himself  to  fall  into  such  a  condition. 
Such  a  man  would  be  unfitted  for  a  legislator,  because  the  highest  qua- 
lity required  in  a  legislator  is  sound  judgment,  without  which,  even  un- 
impeachable morality  will  not  avail  him.  But  a  man  of  high  powers, 
who  might  suffer  himself  to  fall  into  such  a  condition^  could  scarcely  be 
called  a  moral  man  ;  for  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty  to- 
wards his  fellows,  who,  by  neglecting  his  own  personal  welfare^  might 
disable  himself  from  performing  his  duties  in  society.  Neither  am  I 
advocating  the  cause  of  poor  men  of  talent,  who  may  be  poor,  and  ever 
will  be  poor,  because  they  suffer  their  artificial  wants  to  outrun  their 
means.  I  merely  wish  to  show  the  absurdity  of  the  rules>  by  which  it 
is  customary  to  judge  of  the  eligibility  of  members,  and  to  impress  upon 
electors^  that  it  would  be  a  wise  thing,  whenever  they  meet  with  a  man 
who  possesses  the  rare  qualifications  of  a  legislator,  to  provide  for  his 
wants  by  a  sufficient  salary,  and  thus  secure  his  whole  time^  instead  of 
forcing  him  to  devote  the  larger  portion  of  it  to  the  earning  of  his  daily 
subsistence,  at  inferior  labour.  A  wise  body  of  electors,  seeking  their 
own  true  interests,  would  even  take  a  pledge  from  their  member,  re- 
quiring him  to  vote  for  the  payment  of  salaries  to  the  legislative  body 
on  the  part  of  the  nation ;  and,  until  a  law  to  that  effect  took  place, 
they  would  pay  him  from  their  own  individual  means.  It  is  held  to  be 
a  highly  reputable  thing,  a  duty^  in  shorty  on  the  part  of  independent 
electors,  to  return  their  member  free  of  all  expense  on  his  own  part.  In 
Westminster,  they  even  paid  the  shilling  for  the  member's  oath  on  tak- 
ing his  seat.  The  object  of  doing  this,  was  the  conviction,  that,  as  the 
member  was  elected  to  do  the  elector's  work,  the  electors  were  in  duty 
bound  to  bear  the  expense.  Some  proposed  to  go  farther^  and  pay  a 
■alary  in  addition ;  but  they  were  over-ruled,  because  it  was  held  that 
it  would  be  an  affront  to  offer  a  stipend  to  a  rich  man  like  Francis 
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Burdett.  The  objectors  were  wron^  decidedly  wrong.  Had  the  repre* 
sentatiFe  been  paid  an  annual  salary,  he  wonld  have  been  held  to  a  bar- 
gain ;  for  no  honest  man  would  take  the  money  of  another,  without  in. 
tending  to  fulfill,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  the  conditions  upon  which  it 
was  paid.  When  the  "  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge," 
now  better  known  under  the  name  of  the  <'  Useless,"  was  first  planned, 
Henry  Brougham  proposed,  that  all  the  writings  should  be  furnished 
gratuitously  by  the  members  of  the  Society.  This  proposition  was  over- 
ruled, because  it  was  remarked,  that  whoever  furnished  a  manuscript 
gratis  would  furnish  it  at  his  own  pleasure,  or  after  his  own  fashion,  or  not 
at  all,  and,  as  a  matter  of  business,  there  could  be  no  reliance  on  him. 
Upon  the  pecuniary  honesty  of  Francis  Burdett  there  has  never  been 
any  imputation  thrown.  His  habits  are  too  prudent,  and  his  wealth  too 
enormous,  to  render  gain,  by  disreputable  actions,  an  object  to  him, 
though  many  of  his  club  associates  have  been  far  from  scrupulous  in  the 
matter.  The  imputations  on  him  are,  that  he  has  been  a  selfish  sybarite  ; 
a  man  too  busy  for  the  business  of  legislation,  even  had  he  possessed 
powers  for  the  most  ordinary  portion  of  it ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  he 
has  of  late  taken  up  the  trade  of  a  courtier  and  a  parasite.  When  cen- 
sured  for  these  things  by  his  constituents,  he  affected  to  take  high 
ground,  and  committed  much  absurd  talk,  charging  them  with  ingrati- 
tude. Where  was  the  ingratitude  }  Was  he  placed  in  the  House  to 
legislate,  or  was  it  merely  a  compliment  to  place  the  M.P.  after  his 
name,  as  a  befitting  honour  for  a  man  of  rank,  just  as  some  portly  cor- 
porations bestow  the  freedom  of  their  city  in  a  gold  box,  as  some  of  the 
Republics  of  Southern  America  bestow  military  titles  on  civic  function- 
aries, or  as  Walter  Scott's  French  King  made  the  Virgin  Mary  the 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  ?  Ingratitude  !  The  electors  earned  the  taunt  by 
suffering  a  man  to  serve  them,  or  affect  to  serve  them,  gratuitously. 
Had  he  been  paid  an  annual  stipend,  he  must  have  fulfilled  his  bargain 
like  an  honest  man,  or  in  failure  of  the  necessary  energy,  he  must  have 
retired. 

*'  But,"  exclaim  the  objectors,  **  if  Members  of  Parliament  are  paid, 
every  vagabond  in  want  of  a  livelihood  will  seek  the  oflfice  for  the  sake 
of  the  salary."  To  this  class  of  honest  objectors  I  would  say,  Look 
round  the  House  of  Commons  as  at  present  constituted,  and  see  if  it  is 
deficient  in  vagabonds,  even  without  the  inducement  of  the  salary.  Look 
round  even  amongst  those  who  call  themselves  "  Reforming  Members." 
Are  there  none  amongst  them,  whose  private  characters  debar  them  from 
the  association  of  estimable  people  ?  Are  there  amongst  them  no  offi- 
cers in  the  army,  who  gain  a  base  living  by  swindling  ?  Are  there  no 
*'  Honourable  Members"  whose  only  rent-roll  is  the  gambling-house  or 
the  turf?  Are  there  none,  whose  only  claim  to  consideration  is,  being  the 
proprietor  of  a  handsome  wife  }  Are  there  amongst  them  no  time-serving 
lawyers,  no  ruined  spendthrifts,  who  get  into  Parliament  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  out  of  prison  ?  In  short,  may  there  not  be  found  amongst  the 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  representatives  of  every  class  of 
public  and  private  vice,  named  either  in  the  moral  or  legal  codes,  by 
which  the  people  are  governed  ?  What  worse  system  than  this  can  be 
generated  by  giving  stipends  to  Members  }  It  becomes  not  the  English 
nation  to  depend  upon  eleemosynary  law-makers.  Let  there  be  a  sufficient 
remuneration  g^ven  for  the  support  of  the  best  men,  and  the  best  men  will, 
after  a  time,  come  forwards.  Even  if  tricks  be  played,  and  charlatans  con- 
trive to  get  elected,  what  can  it  import,  when  Annual  Parliaments  shaU 
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exist  ?  The  very  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to  a  charlatan  or  mere 
demagogue  is^  with  some  few  exce^ione^  to  get  iifto  Parliament.  He  is 
thus  placed  on  a  pedestal^  where  the  whole  world  may  gaze  on  him  in 
his  naked  deformity.  His  "  head  of  brass,  and  feet  of  clay/*  are  ex- 
posed to  the  piercing  rays  of  truth,  and  he  is  covered  with  the  ignominy 
he  merits.  Objections  have  been  made  to  Annual  Parliaments  by  many 
very  well-meaning  persons,  as  tending  to  create  confusion,  and  being  also 
calculated  to  prevent  men  of  high  talent  from  attending  to  the  business 
of  legislation,  on  account  of  the  uncertain  tenure.  To  the  first  objection, 
che  reply  is,  that  an  election  by  means  of  the  ballot,  carried  on  simul- 
taneously at  the  different  parishes,  would  cause  no  confusion  whatever. 
To  the  second  objection  I  reply,  by  asking  a  question.  Does  not  a  man 
hire  his  servants  by  the  month  ?  Does  he  not  engage  his  steward  and  his 
agent  for  short  periods  P  Can  he  not  change  his  tradesmen  every  day,  if  he 
chooses  ?  And  is  it  not  commonly  the  case,  that  the  same  servants,  the 
same  stewards,  and  the  same  tradesmen,  are  employed  for  many  conse- 
cutive years,  and  sometimes  during  a  whole  life  P  If  this  be  the  case 
amongst  classes  who  are  numerous,  is  it  likely  that  legislators — efficient 
legislators,  who  are  by  no  means  a  numerous  body — is  it  likely  that  they 
would  be  constantly  changed  from  caprice,  merely  for  the  sake  of  change? 
The  converse  of  tliis  has  hitherto  been  found  to  be  the  case.  "Electors 
have  been  far  from  sufficiently  exacting  with  their  representatives,  and 
have^  on  the  contrary,  whether  from  laziness  or  good  nature,  suffered  a 
mischievous  dereliction  of  duty  to  exist.  It  is  not  the  efficient  and 
valuable  legislators  who  would  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  system 
of  Annual  Parliaments  ;  there  would  always  be  more  seats  than  Members 
of  that  class ;  but  the  charlatan  clearly  sees  in  it  the  extinction  of  his 
pretensions  and  his  hopes,  and  he  therefore  will  endeavour  to  set  on  as 
large  a  "  quantity  of  barren  spectators"  as  he  can  to  cry  it  down,  and 
bring  it  into  disrepute,  if  possible.  But  in  vain;  come  it  must ;  and  when 
it  shall  have  become  a  matter  of  ordinary  business,  people  will  be  sur- 
prised  that  it  was  ever  a  matter  of  doubt,  as  they  did  by  the  Catholic 
Relief  Bill.  They  will  find,  that  a  yearly  balance  of  their  political 
accounts  will  be  no  more  troublesome  than  the  balance  of  their  private 
accounts ;  and  short  reckonings  will  make  long  friends. 

The  Reform  Bill,  which  has  given  so  much  individual  dissatisfaction 
amidst  general  satisfaction,  is  a  most  imperfect  document  as  a  national 
standard  for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise ;  but,  considering  the 
interested  opposition  on  all  sides,  the  want  of  intellect — ^legislative 
intellect — amongst  the  framers  of  it,  and  the  absence  of  sufficient  poli- 
tical information  among  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  to  enable  them  to 
unite  together  upon  definite  leading  details,  as  they  did  upon  the  great 
principle  in  question  ;-^considering  all  these  things,  we  are  not  surprised 
at  its  imperfection.  The  principle  of  qualification  which  it  lays  down 
for  electors  is  a  bad  one.  "  Property  is  a  miserably  uncertain  text.  The 
only  valid  motive  which  can  be  alleged  why  any  individual  should  be 
excluded  from  the  suffrage  for  legislators,  why  universal  suffrage  should 
not  exist,  is  the  ignorance  existing  amongst  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
which  prevents  them  from  exercising  a  sound  judgment  in  their  choice. 
Reason  would,  therefore,  point  at  some  standard  of  suffrage,  which 
might  give  the  people  a  motive  for  escaping  from  the  slough  of  igno- 
rance. A  Bishop  administers  the  rite  of  confirmation  only  to  such 
children  as  can  give  fitting  answers  to  certain  questions  which  he  may 
propound  ;  and  if  he  be  a  conscientious  Bishop,  he  administers  a  repri- 
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xuand^  and  whatever  farther  punishmeat  he  may  deem  necessary  to  the 
clergyman  of  a  parish  who  has  been  failing  in  the  needful  instruction 
to  the  children  under  his  care^  in  order  to  fit  them  for  the  rite.  Why, 
then^  should  not  there  exist  a  mode  of  political  confirmation^  to  which  all 
might  be  eligible  alike,  after  they  might  have  attained  the  knowledge 
necessary  for  going  through  the  ordeal  of  examination?  A  certificate  of 
that  kind  from  the  proper  examining  officer  might  be  the  only  qualifica. 
tion  for  voting.  It  would  be  the  evidence  of  a  certain  amount  of 
education^  and  a  certain  capacity  for  judging.  The  *'  property"  qualifi- 
cation is^  at  best^  only  an  evidence  of  a  certain  quantity  of  prudence  in 
matters  relating  to  physical  comfort.  The  mental  qualification  would 
be  a  much  better  evidence  of  a  man's  capacity  as  a  useful  member  of  the 
community ;  and  if  his  mind  were  so  cultivated  as  to  enable  him  to  go 
through  a  fitting  examination^  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  that  he 
should  commit  any  serious  offence  against  those  general  rules  upon  the 
observance  of  which  the  welfare  of  a  community  depends.  For  example^ 
such  a  man  would  never  dream  that  the  way  to  make  bread  cheap  could 
possibly  be  the  destruction  of  corn-stacks.  If  a  standard  of  mental  skill 
we're  thus  set  up  as  the  condition  of  a  man's  being  entitled  to  suffrage^ 
the  improvement  of  the  people  would  become  imperative  upon  themselves, 
and  they  would  make  extreme  efforts  to  escape  from  the  condition  of 
serfs  to  that  of  freemen.  At  present,  there  is  no  disgrace  attaching  to 
a  man  who  has  no  vote,  because  it  does  not  depend  upon  himself  to  ob- 
tain one  ;  but  when  the  possession  of  a  vote  became  an  evidence  of  the 
mental  capacity  of  a  man,  and,  vice  versa,  it  would  be  held  as  disgraceful 
to  be  without  a  vote  as  it  is  now  to  be  unable  to  read  and  write.  A  work- 
ing man  would  become  the  flou ting-stock  of  his  fellows,  who  might,  from 
indolence,  consent  to  remain  in  the  condition  of  a  helot,  and,  in  spite  of 
himself,  would  be  compelled  to  escape  from  it.  I  do  not  expect  the 
Government,  as  at  present  constituted,  to  be  enlightened  enough  to 
resort  to  such  a  mode  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  people.  They 
are  probably  too  selfish,  and,  assuredly,  too  timid ;  but  I  do  most  ear- 
nestly recommend  to  such  of  my  fellow-countrymen  as  feel  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  their  fellows,  to  join  themselves  together  in  unions,  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  useful  political  knowledge.  Let  them  make 
themselves  familiar  with  the  knowledge  which  may  render  them  capable 
of  choosing  the  best  legislators,  and  let  them  institute  examiners  amongst 
themselves,  who  may  grant  certificates  of  capacity.  They  may  be  as- 
sured, that  no  Government  can  withstand  the  just  demands  of  a  nume- 
rous and  united  body,  joined  together  by  such  a  bond  as  mutual  know- 
ledge. By  such  a  method,  in  a  very  few  years,  the  suffrage  might  be  all 
but  universal,  without  the  slightest  tendency  to  any  of  those  evils  whose 
shadows  have  so  long  served  as  bugbears  to  frighten  the  spirits  of  the 
imbecile. 

As  we  get  farther  forwards,  it  will  be  discovered,  that  a  scant  three 
hundred  will  be  an  amply  sufficient  number  to  form  the  great  council  of 
the  nation  ;  and  the  supernumeraries  being  weeded  out,  it  wiU  cease  to 
be  a  mob,  and  become  a  deliberative  body.  The  people  will  then  gra.. 
dually  become  sensible  that  long  speeches  are  not  legislation.  When  re- 
sponsibility shall  exist,  the  real  business  of  framing  laws  may,  in  many 
cases,  be  left  to  a  single  individual  conversant  with  the  subject,  with  more 
advantage  than  to  a  committee.  Each  man  might  work  upon  that  which 
he  best  understood ;  and  one  great  cause  of  the  mischievous  laws  which 
have  been  enacted,  even  without  sinister  interest,  is  the  fact  of  the  gross 
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ignorance  of  thoie  who  were  set  to  work  upon  them,  like  a  tinker  con- 
structing a  watch.  At  the  next  election,  as  at  the  last,  the  great  diffi. 
culty  with  the  electors  will  be  to  find  out  the  fitting  men.  In  this  difii- 
culty,  their  best  course  is  to  mark  those  members  who,  by  their  moral 
and  intellectual  worth,  are  raised  above  the  rest,  and  to  take  persons  of 
their  recommendation.  The  associates  of  good  and  wise  men  are  likely 
to  be  good  and  wise  men  also. 

When  we  look  round  at  the  rapid  progress  which  the  public  intellect  has 
made  of  late,  it  seems  little  less  than  marvellous.  Not  many  are  the  yeara 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  period  of  the  Manchester  massacre,  and  the 
atrocities  of  Castlereagh,  which  were  scarcely  considered  as  crimes  by  a 
great  portion  of  the  community.  And,  now  !  even  the  members  of  the 
Government  call  it  "  an  unfortunate  occurrence" — **  an  untoward  event." 
But  these  delicate  terms  wiU  not  avail.  No  humane  mind  will  wish  for 
revenge ;  but  that  horrible  transaction,  amongst  others,  must  be  inquired 
into,  and  the  perpetrators,  if  they  be  living,  be  held  up  to  shame.  It  is 
a  blot  upon  the  escutcheon  of  £ngland,  which  must  be  wiped  out  by  the 
degradation  of  the  actors  and  abettors.  80  long  as  the  approval  of  a 
wanton  massacre  shall  disgrace  the  statute  book,  it  will  be  a  proof  that 
the  ruling  power  of  England  is  not  vested  in  the  hands  of  just  men.  In 
the  firm  and  cheering  belief  that  the  progress  of  human  happiness  will 
now  advance  with  a  compound  progression, 

I  remain.  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

Junius  Rcdivivus. 

June  12,  1833, 


MELODIES  OF  THE  PROVERBS. 

I. 
When  the  sun-lights  hold  their  orisons  along  the  waters  bright, 
And  the  Spirit  of  God's  glory  breathes  throughout  all  life  and  light ; 
When  ocean,  moon,  and  stars,  sing  vespers  to  Creation's  birth, 
O !  then,  my  child,  seek  Wisdom  through  the  green  valet  of  this  earth ! 

II. 

O !  seek  her  as  the  dusky  Indian  searches  for  his  gold, 
Than  chastened  gems  her  beauty  is  more  precious  to  behold  ; 
All  you  desire  her  loveliness,  her  joy,  comes  not  beside, 
O,  happy  is  the  man,  my  child,  that  seeks  her  as  a  bride ! 

III. 
She  is  the  tree  of  life  to  hearts  that  fling  their  tendrils  there. 
In  her  right  hand  she  treasureth  the  Patriarch's  silver  hair ; 
Her  left  hath  riches,  honours,  fodeless  laurels,  and  increase,-* 
Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace ! 

IV. 
The  wonders  of  created  worlds,  with  her  impression  sealed  : 
Tlic  laws  of  God,  the  universe  her  Majesty  revealed. 
My  son,  from  out  her  holy  pathways  wander  not,— the  breath 
Unto  your  nostrils  she  wiU  be— the  bright  star  at  your  death. 

M.  5.  M. 


459 


SPRING  THOUGHTS  ON  WOOING. 

**  But  1  did  sigh,  and  said  all  this 

Was  but  a  shade  ol  perfect  bliss : 
And  in  my  thoughts  I  did  approve. 
Nought  so  sweet  as  is  true  love. 
Love  'twixt  lovers  passeth  these 
When  mouth  kisseth  and  heart  'greet. 

OtBBNE.    The  Lady  Fittwaiet'i  Nightingale, 

There  was,  assuredly,  a  truth,  no  less  than  a  grace  and  a  solemnity 
in  the  old  belief  in  celestial  and  planetary  influences ;  and  this  convic- 
tion is  perfectly  compatible,  with  the  assurance,  that  with  us  they  have 
ceased  to  prevail.  We,  who  are  bound  on  every  side  by  pressing  reali. 
ties,  may  well  be  unconscious  of  those  slight  and  airy  touches,  which 
left  a  sensible  impression  on  the  spirits  of  men,  whose  daily  guidance 
lay  in  no  beaten  track ;  and  whom  a  state  full  of  doubt  and  expectation, 
of  keen  excitement,  of  sudden  change,  of  wonder  and  of  passion,  made 
keenly  alive  to  indications,  to  which  our  perceptions  are  closed.  Thus, 
the  Indian,  whose  senses  are  rendered  alert  by  a  perpetual  anxiety,  will 
discover  in  the  bending  of  a  weed,  or  the  curl  of  a  withered  leaf,  sure 
traces  of  what  he  seeks  or  shuns ;  where  the  duller  organs  of  the  civilized 
wanderer  can  detect  no  mark  to  awaken  his  apprehensions.  Yet  even 
in  this  material  life  of  to.day,  who  but  the  foolish  or  the  heartless  is 
not  occasionally  conscious  of  some  breathings  from  the  '^  worlds  unseen?" 
In  sorrow,  in  the  presence  of  solitary  nature,  in  seasons  of  deferred  ex. 
pectation,  or  during  the  foretaste  of  some  great  happiness,  when  the  spi- 
rit is  lifted  for  a  while  above  its  common  boundaries,  who  has  not  been 
moved  by  some  prevailing  whisper  or  suggestion,  of  which  the  mysterious 
origin  is  felt  rather  than  seen ;  an  impulse  over  which  will  has  no  con- 
trol, and  for  which  language  has  no  name  ?  And  are  not  all  deep  pas. 
sions,  love  and  hatred  more  especially,  attended  by  certain  inexplicable 
sympathies,  whereby  the  objects  of  our  devotion  or  abhorrence  are  made 
present  to  us  when  no  outward  sense  could  whisper  of  their  ''  where- 
abouts ?"  Whence  proceeds  that  wonderful  alliance  between  the  spirit  of 
man  and  the  changes  of  nature ;  so  that,  (when  no  grosser  object  inter- 
feres,) like  two  chords  tuned  to  the  same  pitch,  they  vibrate  together 
in  involuntary  harmonies  ?  What  endows  the  seasons  with  that  peculiar 
magic  in  which  we  feel  the  whole  history  of  being,  as  in  a  microcosm, 
not  obscurely  enclosed  ;  so  that  the  winter-tide  shall  cast  a  shade  of  re- 
flective soberness  upon  the  gayest  sensations,  and  not  the  most  time- 
worn  spirit,  but  shall  receive  some  colouring  of  fondness  and  hope  from 
the  sweet  heaven  of  spring?  To  us  the  seasons,  ay,  the  several  hours 
of  day  and  night,  have  each  its  own  peculiar  influence ;  perhaps  we  are 
too  much  given  to  courting  such  fanciful  impressions,  yet  it  is  not  un- 
pleasing  to  obey  the  gentle  violence  which  thus  rules  the  current  of  our 
thoughts,  although  at  times,  indeed,  it  plays  with  our  firmest  resolves, 
as  if  they  were  foam-bubbles.  Now,  in  this  fragrant  spring.tide,  we  are 
in  nowise  free  agents,  the  spell  Of  its  presence  has  taken  possession  of 
all  our  faculties ;  and  whereas  we  had  industriously  designed  to  indite 
something  of  a  sober  and  instructive  character,  our  pen  refuses  its  office, 
and  will  write  of  nothing  but  love, — 

*£(ttte  fMtf0f  fix*** 

Beautiful  Love  !  love  of  the  beautiful !  are  ye  not  one  ?  and  whence 
arises  that  cold  heresy,  which  now  condemns  all  mention  of  a  theme. 
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which  wiser  Eld  deemed  no  unworthy  object  for  the  contemplation  of 
divine  philosophy,  as  the  frivolous  occupation  of  idle  minds?  The  gra. 
cious  spirit  which  breathes  some  emanation  of  its  heavenly  essence  into 
the  hearts  of  all  men  ;  the  golden  link  which  binds  the  jarring  materials 
of  existence  together;  the  awakener  of  all  the  finer  attributes  of  human 
thought  and  feeling ;  the  conqueror  that  subdues,  the  comforter  that 
soothes  all  created  beings ;  the  one  guardian  angel  whieh  lingered  with 
man  beyond  the  closed  gates  of  paradise ;  such  is  love>  of  whom  it  is  for. 
bidden  the  wise  to  speak !  If  this  be  wisdom,  we  are  content  to  take  our 
portion  with  folly. 

We  know  that  not  a  few  will  frown  or  sneer  at  this  confession  of  faith  ; 
that  many,  for  whom  the  subject  of  these  pages  has  not  lost  its  charm, 
will  publicly  affect  a  contempt  for  our  prolusions,  while  they  visit  them 
in  secret.  The  spirit  of  the  day  is  not  on  our  side  ;  and  were  it  not  for 
our  hope  in  the  strong  yet  gentle  influence  ^f  woman,  in  whose  truer 
heart,  the  pleadings  of  whatever  is  pure  and  lovely,  will  not  easily  be 
silenced,  we  should  look  forward  without  much  surprise  to  the  time 
when  love,  with  its  ministers,  imagination  and  poetry,  shall  be  declared 
an  imposition,  and  banished  by  the  practical  good  sense  of  society.  As 
it  is,  to  our  fair  readers  we  chiefly  offer  ^these  present  fancies ;  in  the 
assurance  that,  whatever  may  be  the  severity  of  male  criticism,  they,  at 
least,  will  require  no  apology  from  a  writer  who  celebrates  that  power 
to  which  they  owe  beauty  and  dominion. 

Nor  shall  we  adventure  to  treat  of  all  the  riches  of  this  boundless 
theme.  Parental  love  is  too  solemn  matter  for  spring  thoughts;  conjugal 
love  is  still  and  sacred,  and  deserves  the  homage  of  a  graver  mood ;  this 
gay  season,  redolent  of  youth,  smiling,  and  yet  uncertain,  claims  kindred 
with  our  early  love-dreams ;  and  the  mingled  hopes  and  tremours  of  woo-* 
ing  are  imaged  in  its  sunshine  and  its  clouds. 

A  preference  of  the  society  of  woman, — not  of  the  rarer  divinities  of 
the  sex  alone,  but  of  such  gentle,  undistinguished  beings  as  are  seen^ 
like  meadow-flowersj  on  every  hand, — to  aU  other  company^  however 
attractive  or  brilliant,  is  the  surest  indication  of  unspoiled  and  manly 
feeling.  It  is  a  peculiar  excellence  of  feminine  influence,  that  it  invests 
with  ineffable  graces  all  things,  however  trifling,  that  come  within  the 
sphere  of  its  attraction.  The  secret  of  this  pervading  magic  is  Love. 
All  courtesies  of  social  intercourse,  and  all  that  softens  the  ruggednesa 
of  life,  are  but  forms,  more  or  less  remote,  of  the  devotion  which  the 
ruder  sex  pays  to  the  presence  of  woman*  The  whole  outline  of  society, 
rightly  traced,  bears  this  gracious  character ;  the  mould  of  which  is  only 
less  strongly  marked,  as  becomes  the  general  expression  of  that  spirit 
which  animates  the  distinct  groups  over  which  it  is  spread.  He  who 
approaches  the  presence  of  women,  although  unenslaved  by  any  particu« 
lar  beauty,  does  for  the  moment,  in  some  sense  become  the  lover  of  all 
whose  eyes  '<  rain  influence"  upon  him.  He  is  quickened  by  the  far.off 
glances  of  that  light  which  falls  with  concentrated  brightness  upon  him 
who  is  engaged  to  the  worship  of  one  beloved  object.  His  assiduity,  his 
excitement  are  created  by  this  sweet  impulse ;  he  is  softened  and  aroua* 
ed,  although  unconscious  of  the  cause ;  and  he  returns  with  involuntary 
eagerness  to  seek  a  renewal  of  that  enjoyment  which  woman's  aspect 
alone  can  bestow.  Thus,  in  the  presence  of  beauty,  all  men  are  in  some 
degree  lovers ;  and,  in  most  generous  natures,  this  is  the  first  prelude  to  a 
more  exclusive  and  earnest  attachment.  And  it  is  in  this  atmosphere  of 
love  (if  we  may  so  describe  it)  which  perpetually  surrounds  female 
society,  that  its  surpassing  charm  resides. 
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'  But  this  vagae  charm  is  no  sooner  felt^  than  it  is  felt  to  be  too  faint 
and  transitory  to  satisfy  that  craving  of  the  hearty  which  demands  some 
peculiar  object^  dearer  than  all  others^  whereon  to  bestow  the  fulness  of 
its  devotion.  And  in  this  eager  mood^  chance  or  propinquity  generally 
directs  a  choice^  which  is  urged  by  the  douw  besoin  d'aimer,  rather  than 
by  that  entire  harmony  of  soul  with  soul^  which  certain  of  the  elder 
thinkers  defined  as  the  secret  mystery  of  love.  In  our  days^  at  least, 
this  rare  accordance  is  seldom  found ;  and  there  is  matter  for  much  spe- 
culation^ half  sad  and  half  amusing,  to  the  computer  of  possibilities,  in 
the  prospect  of  these  sports  of  accident,  in  its  interference  with  happier 
events  that  might  have  been,  A  river,  a  mile  of  earth,  the  strangeness 
of  a  distant  acquaintance,  may  sever  two  natures  apparently  created  for 
each  other  ;  while  each  is  drawn  into  ill-assorted  ties,  by  what  seems  the 
mere  caprice  of  accident,  to  meet,  perhaps,  and  discover  the  error  of 
their  choice  when  it  is  irrevocable.  It  is  well  for  the  lover  that  he  is 
blind  to  such  a  prospect  in  the  moments  of  his  enamoured  pursuit ;  the 
bare  idea  is  enough  to  make  the  will  fearful  and  irretolute ;  such,  in- 
deed, is  the  condition  impressed  on  all  that  we  do,  but  the  thought  of 
its  interference  is  peculiarly  unwelcome  in  this  relation. 

It  is  the  rarest  privilege  of  early  love  to  be  unconscious  of  such  fears. 
The  only  obstacles  which  it  apprehends  are  those  which  impede  the 
course  of  its  success ;  and  the  anxieties  which  they  produce  are.  Heaven 
knows!  sufficient  occupation  for  the  wooer:  the  consequences  of  his 
choice  he  must  be  content  to  leave  to  the  powers  which  rule  over  love- 
destinies ;  he  is  past  taking  note  of  them.  With  women,  whose  part  it 
is  to  receive,  without  returning  the  first  embassies  of  affection,  one 
might  suppose,  that  some  thuughtfulness  would  accompany  their  first 
reception  of  amorous  suit ;  but  the  law  of  passive  silence  to  which  they 
are  subject  is,  in  this  respect,  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  quick  sensibili. 
ties  of  their  nature,  which  thrills  at  the  first  accents  of  a  tenderness, 
while  it  shrinks  from  replying.  It  is  delightful  to  mark  the  conflict  be- 
tween bashfnlness  and  pride  in  a  young  beauty,  when  she  first  perceives 
herself  the  object  of  a  positive  attachment.  Her  being  seems  quivering 
with  a  timid  joy,  too  exquisite  to  be  wholly  repressed ;  yet  she  starts  at 
its  involuntary  utterances,  as  at  something  strange  or  blameable.  She 
is  confused  by  the  softness  of  a  new  feeling  which  the  whi8pe%  of  love 
has  awakened  within  her  bosom ;  and  she  strives  to  hide,  even  from  her. 
self,  the  sweet  control  which  guides  every  thought  and  motion,  by  a 
multitude  of  graceful  devices,  and  pretty  affectations  of  pettishness  and 
caprice.  Of  another  temper  is  the  bearing  of  her  lover.  His  passion, 
in  her  presence,  at  least,  covets  no  disguises :  he  would  fain  use  some 
expression  stronger  than  outward  deportment  can  convey,  of  the  unut^ 
terable  tenderness  of  his  affection.  He  would  love  to  bestow  all  kinds 
of  fantastic  devotions  upon  his  gentle  idol ;  he  is  filled  with  a  high  ex- 
ultation which  enhances  whatever  of  excellent  and  manly  belongs  to  his 
character.  It  is,  indeed,  in  these  hard  and  prosaic  times,  to  this  sweet 
passion,  whether  in  the  moment  of  its  presence  or  in  the  memories  which 
it  leaves,  that  we  owe  all  the  fervent  and  spiritual  emotions  which  still 
exist  amongst  us.  And,  as  the  old  philosopher  finely  taught,  that  the 
votaries  who  drew  nigh  to  the  shrine  of  the  gods  were  raised  to  some- 
thing of  a  divine  capacity  which  prepared  them  to  receive  the  response 
of  their  oracles ;  even  so  does  the  sanctity  of  love  elevate,  for  a  time« 
the  being  of  all  who  are  possessed  by  its  influences.  Its  magic  is  no 
fable ;  the  dullest  spirit,  when  kindled  by  its  light,  becomes  invested 
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with  some  ray  of  bri^tness: — nee  vox  Hominem  sonatj—during  the 
time  of  his  sweet  frenzy^  albeit  untuned  to  the  outward  utterances  of 
song,  every  lover  is  in  some  degree  a  poet. 

And  is  not  this  the  only  generous  explanation  of  those  seemingly  un. 
accountable  tendernesses  which  graceful  and  delicate  women  are  often 
seen  to  cast  upon  creatures^  who^  in  all  other  relations,  are  gross,  slug- 
gish, or  unamiable?  To  his  mistress,  the  clownish  Cymon  becomes  a 
new  being ;  the  alchymy  of  love  has  transformed  his  base  alloy  into  the 
pure  ore ;  and,  by  the  bounty  of  his  lady's  regards,  he  is  clothed  "'  with 
golden  exhalations,  like  the  dawn,"  which  veil  the  ungraceful  features 
of  his  character.  This,  we  are  glad  to  be  persuaded,  is  the  true  solution 
of  an  enigma  which  often  painfully  perplexes  those  who  would  fain  re- 
gard woman  as  a  pure  and  superior  being ; — and  it  will  sufficiently  ac- 
count for  the  success  of  many  a  suit  which  bystanders  marvel  to  behold, 
without  having  recourse  to  mortifying  conclusions  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  the  sex,  or  calling  in  the  trite  saws  concerning  destiny 
whereby  it  is  customary  to  excuse  such  seeming  disproportions. 

To  change  the  tone  of  our  remarks,  which  are  becoming  graver  than 
befits  the  theme,  we  would  gladly  have  said  something  of  the  glimpses 
which  have  reached  us  of  the  love-doings  of  antiquity ;  we  should  have 
liked  to  display  to  our  fair  readers  the  birth  of  their  sex's  true  suprem- 
acy amidst  the  northern  forests,  and  to  have  watched  its  growth  in  the 
cradle  of  chivalry ;  something  we  fain  had  said  of  the  generous  and  fan. 
tastic  extravagance  of  Spanish  wooing — and  of  the  bravery,  splendour, 
and  cold  foppery  which  distinguished  lovers  in  the  successive  eras  of 
French  courtly  annals : — ^above  all,  we  should  have  delighted  to  linger 
awhile  amidst  the  golden  visions  of  England's  Arcadia,  as  they  rose  in 
the  days  when  poetry  and  love,  and  high  generous  feeling,  illuminated 
the  age  of  our  Spensers  and  Sydneys ; — but  this  would  require  a  volume, 
and  a  page  is  all  we  can  bestow :  we  must,  perforce,  confine  ourselves  to 
some  passing  speculations  on  the  art  amatory,  as  it  is  practised  in  our 
own  time  and  country. 

The  formalities  which  now  encompass  life  on  every  side  afford  little 
scope,  indeed,  for  varieties  in  the  origin  or  progress  of  la  belle  passion. 
Your  lover  is  shorn  of  many  aids  and  opportunities  which  were  extended 
to  him  o4  former  days.  The  regulations  of  intercourse,  distorted  from 
their  original  intention — the  promotion,  namely,  of  a  graceful  cordiality 
-^now  form  a  system  of  reciprocal  suspicion  and  defiance.  All  open  pro- 
fession of  suit,  except  in  certain  monotonous  forms,  is  forbidden,  or  de- 
rided. The  little  tendernesses,  which  formerly  were  admitted  between 
the  sexes,  are  all  restricted ;  the  allowed  freedoms  of  festival  or  holiday 
seasons  have  fled  with  their  observance ;  and  many  amiable  customs^ 
which  were  the  spring  and  nourishment  of  love, — such,  for  instance,  as 
that  sweet  practice  of  saluting  with  the  lips, — are  now  past  away.  In 
most  other  respects,  the  time  is  unfavourable  to  the  *'  circumstance  and 
dominion"  of  the  passion.  Our  damosels  know  nothing  of  adventures, 
save  by  tradition  ;  the  security  of  their  lives  deprives  the  wooer  of  any 
occasion  for  the  display  of  a  devout  hardihood  in  emergencies  of  trouble 
or  peril.  VVe  make  no  exception  on  behalf  of  unfrequent  occurrences^ 
such  as  fire  or  shipwreck.  Combustions  rarely  occur  but  in  populous 
towns ;  and  the  fraction  of  danger  which  they  produce  seldom  affects 
the  young  and  interesting.  The  deaf  and  the  bed-ridden  alone,  have 
much  to  fear  from  them  ;  maidens.  Heaven  bless  them !  slumber  so 
lightly  that  the  slightest  alarm  is  sufficient ;  the  fairy  creatures  are  up 
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and  away  before  the  necessity  for  rescue  is  at  hand.  And,  in  sea  disas. 
ters,  alas !  the  deep  too  frequently  triumphs  over  both  the  lover  and 
the  beloved  ; — so  that  little  furtherance  proceeds  from  either  of  these 
casualties.  All  facilities  for  amorous  intercourse  are,  moreover,  wo- 
fuUy  curtailed.  If  we  except  such  suspicious  rencontres  as  waterings 
places  and  tables  d'hote  afford,  what  remain  but  the  accidental  and  unsa- 
tisfactory interviews  of  travelling  acquaintance,  of  all  encounters  the  least 
inviting  ;  for  when  does  lady  or  youth  appear  to  less  advantage  than  when 
muffled  up  en  costume  de  voyage,  weary,  dusty,  and  dishevelled,  with  toss, 
ing  in  a  carriage?  The  useful  inventions  of  Catholic  countries,  mass-going 
processions  and  carnival-tides,  with  all  their  excitements  and  appli- 
ances, are  unknown  to  us.  Our  climate  is  too  ungenial  for  serenading ; 
or,  were  it  not  so,  little  prosperity  would  the  suitor  derive  from  his 
melodies,  which  would  be  answered,  in  most  cases,  not  by  whispers 
from  a  casement,  but  by  the  yell  of  a  mastiff,  or  the  explosion  of  a 
blunderbuss.  The  English  lover  of  our  day  is,  indeed,  in  no  respect 
favourably  circumstanced.  From  the  moment  of  his  first  introduction, 
even  to  the  utterance  of  his  last  breathless  question,  he  takes  no  step, 
he  speaks  no  word,  which  is  not  scrutinized  by  a  universe  of  Argus- 
eyes.  He  is  incessantly  watched  by  papas,  mammas,  maiden  aunts,  and 
all  the  volunteer  spies  of  society.  Like  a  silkworm  in  the  study  of  an 
entomologist,  he  spins  his  web  in  the  most  provoking  publicity.  The 
captivating  mystery, — ^the  sweet  privacies  of  unsuspected  wooing, — the 
intimate  communion  which  warms  and  sanctifies  passion,  he  can  rarely 
hope  to  experience.  His  siege  is  changed  to  an  open  combat,  en  champ 
rase,  in  which  the  stratagems  of  the  gentle  art  are  of  little  avail ;  and 
although  the  lady  is  now  professedly  allowed  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
matter,  it  is,  in  essentials,  as  plain  and  prosaic,  as  were  those  ancient 
betrothings  in  certain  privileged  classes;  or  as  the  oriental  marriage- 
engagements  in  the  present  day,  wherein  the  parti  is  summarily  disposed 
of  by  parental  authority  or  purchase,  and  the  loving  couple  meet,  per- 
haps, for  ^e  first  time,  in  the  presence  of  the  Cadi.  This  is  undoubtedly 
very  decorous  and  prophylactic ;  but  it  robs  the  sweetest  season  of  life 
of  all  its  natural  and  exquisite  charm.  It  tends  to  make  men  cold  or 
insolent  in  their  address  to  women,  to  know  that  the  conditions  of  suc- 
cess depend  less  on  their  will  than  on  that  of  others ;  and,  worse  than 
this,  it  teaches  the  fair  sex  a  lesson  of  insincerity,  and  a  watchfulness, 
proceeding  from  suspicion  rather  than  modesty,  which  are,  of  all  un- 
lovely habits,  the  most  defacing  and  repulsive  that  can  be  allied  to 
youth  and  beauty. 

Yet,  thanks  to  bountiful  Nature,  there  are  still  found  many,  especially 
in  the  sweeter  sex,  whose  dispositions  these  restraints  may  hide,  but 
cannot  spoil.  Beneath  the  ice  of  modern  society  there  beat  thousands 
of  ardent  and  gentle  bosoms,  instinct  with  the  power  of  deep  and  gener- 
ous affection,  if  they  be  but  worthily  moved.  How,  in  these  times  of 
bondage,  may  such  be  most  hopefully  approached,  is  a  question  worthy 
of  discourse.  Partly  from  the  formalities  to  which  we  have  referred, — 
partly  from  a  dread  of  incurring  the  sneers  of  the  multitude,  who  are 
ever  ready  to  scoff  at  emotions  they  cannot  feel, — partly  also,  from  na- 
tural temperament,  our  fair  countrywomen,  even  those  who  are  au  fond 
the  most  cordial  and  gracious,  are  in  all  cases  rather  difiicult  of  ap- 
proach. This  adds  to  the  hardship  of  an  adventurous  Coelebs,  who  de- 
termines, with  love  and  manliness  to  aid,  to  woo  a  mistress  for  himself, 
instead  of  courting  the  aids  of  parental  scrutiny  and  approbation.    Let 
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us  not  be  suBpected  of  pernicious  doctrines^  subversive  of  propriety,  and 
tending  to  promote  runaway  matches,  and  all  the  et  astera  of  domestic 
horrors.  We  do  but  assume  the  lover's  clear  right  to* read  for  himself, 
in  the  first  place,  the  book  of  his  lady's  heart, — ^there  to  prove  his  for- 
tune,— after  this,  time  enough  remains  for  treaty  and  suit  with  elders 
and  guardians.  Love-making  on  any  other  principle  we  cannot  allow  to 
be  worthy  of  the  name. 

Of  all  the  expedients  which  we  have  examined,  (excluding,  of  course, 
clandestine  interviews,  and  all  other  pleasant  irregularities  which  the 
serious  hold  in  abomination,)  there  occur  to  us  but  two,  which  are 
available  in  ordinary  cases.  A  familiar  intercourse  in  a  family  circle  is 
delightful  enough,  if  the  lady's  relations  are  agreeable  people ;  but  woo. 
ing,  under  such  circumstances,  is  out  of  the  question  except  by  general 
connivance.  No  better  way  than  this  to  prove  the  girl's  character ;  but 
should  you  win  her  affections,  it  is  rather  by  the  stealth  of  friendship 
and  habit,  than  by  love-making,  as  we  interpret  the  term.  The  same 
objection  applies  to  all  intercourse  in  small  companies,  in  travelling  par- 
tied,  in  opera-boxes,  (save  now  and  then,)  in  country  and  village  life ; — 
wherever,  in  short,  from  the  continual  inspection  of  others,  the  declara- 
tion of  love  must  be  published  as  soon  as  conceived,  or  its  approach  must 
be  made  by  a  gradual  course  of  mutual  regards,  which  are  sure  to  be 
perceived  by  every  bystander,  ere  the  parties  themselves  have  discovered 
their  meaning.  In  two  conjunctures  alone  (amidst  the  common  occur- 
rences of  society)  have  we  found  any  fair  opportunity  for  the  genuine 
act  of  wooing. 

The  first  is  in  crowded  assemblies.  For  the  stiller  intercourse  of  love 
they  afford  no  fitting  scene,  the  mind  is  too  much  heated  and  distracted 
for  its  enjoyment ;  the  time  which  you  can  steal  is  also  too  short.  There, 
the  sudden  and  violent  captivations  chiefly  prevail.  During  the  space  of 
one  quadrille,  (alas !  this  used  to  be  two,  but  times  are  daily  becoming 
harder,)  and  for  the  moments  which  may  be  snatched  before  and  after 
so  as  to  secure  one  repetition,  at  least,  in  the  course  of  the  evening ; — 
or,  better  still,  if  the  lady  can  be  won  to  sit'^ut,  (as  it  is  called,)  and 
you  are  favoured  with  her  ear  :  here  is  a  ttte  d  tete  as  entire  and  un. 
disturbed  as  can  be  desired  for  the  passionate  artillery  of  Love  to  play 
in.  The  excitement  of  the  scene,  the  sense  of  security  from  particular 
remark,  contribute,  unless  the  cavalier  be  dull  and  the  dame  cold,  to 
remove  habitual  reserve,  and  give  animation  to  the  encounter.  Under 
such  auspices  it  is  quick,  ardent,  and  sparkling ;  no  hesitation  must  lame 
the  lover's  tongue :  if  he  would  prevail,  he  must  cast  himself  with 
warmth  and  determination  at  the  beauty's  feet.  The  venture  is  perilous 
enough  to  enhance  its  interest ;  if  he  be  not  acceptable  he  is  importunate ; 
triumph  or  humiliation  are  his  only  alternatives.  But  no  one  should 
make  the  venture  who  has  not  some  skill  in  interpreting  the  language 
of  looks ;  or  who,  in  the  presence  of  woman,  can  entertain  a  single 
emotion  of  self-love  or  conceit.  The  drooping  of  a  silken  eye-lash,  the 
lightest  quiver  of  the  eye,  an  almost  imperceptible  curve  of  the  lip,  are 
tokens  which  he  must,  on  the  first  approach,  beoible  to  note  and  under- 
stand : — and  the  reproof  of  any  ignorance  in  this  sweet  science  will  be 
prompt  and  mortifying.  But  for  him  who,  being  thus  instructed,  and 
deriving  some  confidence  from  the  reception  of  his  first  advances,  throws 
himself  upon  the  favour  of  his  enslaver  with  boldness  and  delicacy,  and 
fears'  not  to  offer  the  frank  homage  of  his  admiration,  with  that  utter 
forgetfulness  of  self  which  all  but  saints  or  coxcombs  must  feel  in  the 
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presence  of  a  beautiful  woman— -what  a  hurry  of  delicious  moments  may 
be  crowded  into  one  such  brief  interval !  Half  an  hour  shall  enact  the 
whole  history  of  a  passion^  and  reveal  glimpses  of  all  the  brightness  liv. 
ing  in  a  happy  creature's  bosom.  You  may  be  strangers  to  her  story  or 
her  name ;  yet  shall  you  have  gained  more  insight  into  the  softer  folds 
of  her  hearty  than  years  of  common  interviews  can  teach.  And  never 
more  presume  to  whisper  in  lady's  ear^  if  you  have  not  had  the  art  tu 
win  some  sign  of  favour  or  hope,  before  she  accepts  your  reluctant  arm 
to  lead  her  to  her  chaperon  or  her  carriage.  Three  such  meetings  termi. 
nate  a  love  history,  either  in  acceptance  or  estrangement  for  ever.  This 
is,  indeed,  a  headstrong  and  passionate  course  of  wooing — it  runs  through 
the  torrid  zone ;  it  is  too  rapt  and  breathless  for  happiness  ;  and,  above 
all,  it  can  never  occur,  with  clear  sincerity  on  both  sides,  oftener  than 
once  in  a  life.  Sudden  affections  are  not  easily  repeated,  although  in, 
such  alone,  the  older  authorities  were  wont  to  recognise  the  true  pre- 
sence of  Love.    Thus  Marlow,  in  his  exquisite  lay  of  Hero,  proclaims — 

^  When  both  deliberate,  the  love  is  8li|rht ; 
Who  ever  loved,  that  loved  not  at  first  sight  ?** 

A  Spanish  master  of  the  science*  allows  that  it  may  not  always  have 
been  thus,  but  professes  the  doctrine  with  an  explanation.  Love,  he 
says,  of  old  struck  with  the  arrow,  and  the  point  was  not  always  so  keen 
as  to  penetrate  at  the  first  cast.  But  the  god,  since  powder  was  in- 
vented, wars  with  pistols  and  other  kinds  of  ordnance,  which  pierce  at 
once  to  the  heart.  It  is  perilous  to  dissent  from  such  eminent  authori- 
ties, whom  we  follow  so  far  as  to  believe  that  love,  in  its  most  ab- 
sorbing power,  is  ever  preceded  by  that  immediate  sympathy  which  at 
once  attracts  its  chosen  objects,  and  which  is  the  sure  forerunner  of  the 
destiny  to  come ;  yet  are  we  unwilling  to  deny  the  title  to  those  stiller 
attachments,  nurtured  by  the  gracious  accidents  of  neighbourhood  and 
opportunity,  and  expanded  in  the  light  of  familiar  acquaintance. 

To  these,  the  second  species  of  opportunity  to  which  we  allude,  affords 
shelter  and  encouragement.  M''e  find  it  in  large  hospitable  country  man. 
sions,  which,  during  the  fairest  season  of  the  year,  assemble  a  varied  cir- 
cle of  guests,  connected  by  no  particular  tie,  and  free  to  pursue  each  his 
own  inclinations  unrestrained,  save  by  the  laws  of  courtesy  and  refine- 
ment. Of  all  modern  forms. in  English  life,  this,  alone,  to  our  judg- 
ment fulfils  the  true  object  of  social  intercourse, — the  reciprocation,  name- 
ly,  of  cordial  and  elegant  enjoyment.  In  such  a  scene,  a  moderate 
watchfulness  and  discretion  are  sufiicient  to  procure  you  frequent  occa- 
sions for  delicious  and  unsuspected  interviews  with  the  object  of  your 
affection ;  whom  you  may  woo  to  your  hearts  content,  if  she  will  listen, 
and  win,  if  your  star  be  friendly,  without  a  thought  of  annoyance  from 
unhallowed  eyes.  During  such  sweet  intercourse,  the  passionate  suitor 
has  chiefly  to  dread  that  eagerness  which  can  hardly  be  restrained  from 
hurrying  to  the  final  declaration ;  and  which,  if  not  prejudicial  to  his 
success,  would  at  aU  events  break  the  charm  of  moments  for  which  after- 
life affords  no  compensation.  There  is  nothing,  even  in  the  ecstasy  of 
confirmed  and  rewarded  passion,  to  compare  with  the  timid  happiness  of 
conscious  yet  unuttered  love,  in  its  first  dawn  and  fragrance.  Its  beauty 
is  soft  and  spiritual ;  its  growth  is  fostered  by  all  the  influences  which 
draw  earnest  and  pure  feelings  from  the  secret  places  of  the  heart.  The 
progress  of  such  a  passion  is  fond,  truthful,  and  trusting ;  and  around  it 

*  Calderon.    See  Lanua  de  Foriuna  y  Amor, 
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are  gathered  the  choicest  utterances  of  thought  and  emotion^  coloured 
into  new  beauty  by  the  ''  golden  light  of  love."  In  morning  rambles, 
ID  the  companionship  of  favourite  authors,  in  twilight  whisperings 
over  sad  or  solemn  themes ;  in  the  enjoyment  of  music,  in  the  infinite 
fond  attentions,  half  s^^ortive  half  amorous,  which  are  within  the  lover's 
command ;  he  who  is  worthy  of  such  happiness  may  gently  unfold,  leaf  by 
leaf,  the  rose-flower  of  his  lady's  heart,  awaken  and  reply  to  all  her  finer 
gifts  and  acquisitions,  and  succeed  in  mingling  the  spirit  of  his  devotion 
with  all  the  sweetest  emotions  of  her  nature.  Amidst  the  accordance  of 
mind  with  mind,  and  the  harmony  of  feelings  which  are  uttered  only  in 
moments  of  entire  and  trustful  communion,  the  silver  voice  of  love  steals 
forth  with  tones  so  pure  and  soft,  as  to  sooth,  instead  of  alarming  the 
maiden's  sensitive  ear.  And  if  you  be  such  a  lover  as  that  fair  creature 
deserves,  one  to  whom  her  mind  can  address  itself,  and  find  compan- 
ionship and  guidance  in  all  its  trne  and  intimate  thoughts ;  one  on 
whom  she  may  repose  with  that  mingled  feeling  of  sovereign  and 
pupil,  so  dear  to  women  ;  be  tjure  that,  with  opportunites  like  these, 
the  wreath  of  her  virgin  heart  is  yours.  Your  being  is  quickened  by 
the  magic  of  her  presence  into  fuller  life;  all  that  you  have  trea- 
sured up  from  thought,  or  learning,  or  memory,  is  moulded  into  fairer 
forms  and  poured  out  before  her ;  and  every  moment  passed  at  her 
side  restores  some  feeling  which  ruder  scenes  have  defaced,  strengthens 
the  current  of  earnest  and  unselfish  emotions,  and  renders  you  more  wor. 
thy  of  the  pressure  of  her  fragrant  lips.  Yet,  had  you  met  her  in  a 
crowd,  or  in  common  life,  you  might,  indeed,  have  praised  her  beauty ; 
(for  everywhere  she  is  lovely ;)  but  all  her  most  exquisite  attributes 
would  probably  have  remained  a  secret  to  you,  and  she  might  never  have 
learned  how  surely  you  could  admire  and  appreciate  them.  You  would 
have  met  and  parted  as  strangers.  For  the  best  understanding  of  wo- 
man's  heart  and  intellect,  there  are  no  occasions  like  this  which  we  have 
decribed.  It  is  only  too  exquisite :  the  return  to  every-day  intercourse 
and  occupation  becomes  intolerable  after  it.  For  us,  whom  one  glance 
from  the  eye  of  a  beauty  will  make  restless  for  months,  the  enjoyment 
is  too  absorbing ;  no  one,  whose  hearts-ease  requires  that  he  should 
escape  unenslaved,  should  venture  upon  such  a  scene. 

Before  we  conclude  these  rambling  observations,  some  notice  may  be 
given  to  a  point  of  no  small  importance  in  the  minor  details  of  wooing. 
We  wish  to  record  our  protest  against  the  practice  of  carrying  on  an 
amour  by  letter.  It  is  mean,  frigid,  and  mischievous :  wherever  a  letter 
can  enter,  there  can  a  lover  penetrate,  unless  he  be  a  clown  or  a  coward. 
The  practice  leads  to  mistakes,  deceptions,  and  disappointments  of  every 
kind ;  and  nothing  can  prevent  the  flow  of  an  attachment  which  runs 
through  such  a  channel  from  becoming  turbid,  shallow,  and  lingering. 
Billets  doux  are  serviceable,  as  preludes  to  personal  interviews,  and  may 
laudably  be  used  in  the  way  of  mementoes  and  devices  to  fill  up  little 
interstices  of  absence,  but  only  as  subordinates  in  a  suit  which  ought  to 
be  preferred  by  the  lip,  and  not  by  the  pen.  We  hold,  that  the  lover 
who  cannot  anywise  attain  to  speech  of  his  mistress  had  better  choose 
another ;  and  that  he  who,  being  admitted  to  her  presence,  cannot  plead 
his  cause  with  living  words,  deserves  no  woman  under  forty.  For  mute 
adorers  we  have  no  sympathy:  they  are  anomalies  for  whose  use  the 
mystery  of  writing  was  never  meant  to  be  employed.  There  is  some- 
thing infinitely  contemptible  in  the  idea  of  a  starveling,  from  whom  the 
near  aspect  of  his  enslaver  has  failed  to  draw  forth  a  single  vocal  note  of 
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admiration^  sitting  in  his  easy  chair,  plotting  paragraphs,  and  meditating 
how  he  may  undermine  her  heart  with  culled  phrases  at  a  distance.  In 
periods  of  separation,  the  lover  who  has  won  in  person  this  sweet  privi- 
lege ;  the  betrothed,  whose  hope  is  secure,  may  gracefully  write  what 
circumstances  prevent  him  from  speaking ;  but  to  choose  such  a  cold, 
halting  thing  as  a  letter  for  the  chief  support  of  a  love-suit,  is  a  folly 
and  an  offence  which  ought  to  be  specially  restrained,  were  not  the  acci- 
dents, discoveries,  ridicule,  and  maUeatendres  which  ensue,  sufficient 
punishment  for  those  who  trust  in  such  an  interpreter.  The  numerous 
instances  of  this  mode  of  wooing,  from  the  Heroides  down  to  St.Preux, 
do  not  countervail  our  objection,-— there  was  never  a  real  passion  to 
which  epistles  have  been  more  than  auxiliaries ;  and,  we  are  persuaded, 
that  no  true  woman's  heart  (we  speak  not  of  persuasions  of  the  judgment) 
was  ever  won  by  such  addresses  alone.  They  are  only  fit  for  poetasters 
and  pedants,  and  elderly  gentlemen  desiring  an  establishment ;  to  the 
humiliation  of  whose  vows  we  trust  that  none  of  our  beautiful  readers 
will  ever  be  exposed. 

It  is  good  to  eschew  confidences  in  love.  They  are  assuredly  impolitic  ; 
and  we  cannot  but  think  them  indelicate^  and  savouring  of  the  green 
affections  which  spring  up  amongst  young  persons  in  their  teens.  The 
man  who  talks  of  his  tenderness  to  any  save  its  chosen  object,  appears 
to  us  as  only  one  degree  less  criminal  than  he  who  boasts  of  accorded 
favours.  To  girls,  who  are  naturally  more  talkative  and  confiding, 
some  relaxation  of  this  censure  must  be  allowed ;  but  only  in  favour  of  a 
sister  or  a  companion  equally  dear  and  familiar ;  nor  even  to  such,  in 
the  early  dawn  of  her  affection.  To  a  girl  of  true  virgin  feeling,  the 
first  discovery  that  she  loves  is  not  admitted,  even  in  secret,  without 
bashfulness  and  a  certain  alarm  ;  and  she  who  is  ready  to  impart  it  to 
others,  may  be  very  elegant  and  attractive,  but  she  is  not  one  to  touch 
whose  hand  we  would  undertake  a  pilgrimage.  In  a  man,  such  open- 
ness is  unpardonable,  no  less  than  foolish  ;  it  robs  his  treasure  of  half 
its  worth,  to  expose  it  to  common  eyes.  He  is  a  poor  scholar  in  the 
rudiments  who  does  not  know-— 

''  How  sweet  is  Love  to  them  that  can  dissemble 

In  thoughts  and  looks,  till  they  have  reaped  the  gains.** 

If  he  choose  a  female  as  his  confidante,  he  most  probably  offends  her, 
and  thereby  ensures  her  enmity,  which  can  disturb  the  course  of  his  love 
in  a  thousand  ways ;  to  say  nothing  of  its  immediate  publication.  If  a 
man,  besides  the  indelicacy  of  the  procedure,  he  runs  the  risk  of  pro- 
voking rivalry,  or  ridicule,  or  counsel,  or,  what  is  worse  than  these,  the 
clumsy  attempts  at  assistance,  which  good-natured  people,  who  under- 
stand nothing  of  the  fastidious  nicety  of  the  passion,  inflict  upon  the 
love-stricken.  In  some  circumstances,  such  confidences  become  neces- 
sary ;  but  these  are  only  cases  of  thwarted,  or  unequal  attachment,  of 
which  they  are  not  the  smallest  miseries.  They  who  unprovokedly  dis- 
charge their  amorous  emotions  upon  intimates,  are  nuisances  to  society, 
traitors  to  the  secrecy  of  love,  and  architects  of  their  own  frequent  dis- 
comfiture. 

But  the  moon  is  up,  and  tells  us  how  long  we  have  been  dwelling  upon 
this  inexhaustible  subject.  It  is  time  to  conclude ;  and  we  shall  do  so, 
by  presenting  to  our  fair  readers  a  quaint  and  pleasant  morsel  of  love- 
lore  from  the  pages  of  an  old  Spanish  master,  wherein,  under  the  '^  device 
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of  the  four  8*9"  the  lum  of  this  gentle  science  is  learnedly  expounded. 
And  thus  it  runs  :— - 

"  Sage  must  lore  be, — m  worshipping  the  fame 
Of  ita  high  prize,  with  &ir  and  worthy  pride  ; 

For  ill  he  lores,  who  loves  the  earthly  frame 
Aloue,  nor  knows  to  lore  the  soul  beside. 

Single  true  love  must  be — one  only  dame 

In  sweet  rommand  the  willing  heart  must  guide; 

For  ne*er  was  bondman  true  to  masters  twain. 

Nor  can  the  heart  a  double  love  contain. 

^  Serious  is  thorough  Love ;  nor  lives  alone. 

Unmixed  content  in  pleasant  hours  to  gain, 
But  feeds  on  grief,  and  gives  an  equal  tone 

To  quick  delight,  and  8orrow*s  musing  pain. 
And  Secret  must  it  be ; — all  favour  shewn, 

Or  acts  designed,  in  silence  to  retain. 
This  is  true  love,  iu  perfect  law  fulfilled. 
Sage,  Single,  Serious,  and  iu  Secrat  skilled.** 


THE  SLEEPING  CHILD. 

A  BmooK  went  dancing  on  its  way, 

From  bank  to  vaUey  leaping ; 
And  by  its  sunny  margin  lay, 

A  lovely  infant  sleeping. 
The  murmur  of  the  purring  stream 

Broke  not  the  spell  which  bound  him, 
Like  music  breathing,  in  his  dream, 

A  lullaby  around  him. 

It  is  a  lovely  sight  to  view. 

Within  this  world  of  sorrow, 
One  spot  which  still  retains  the  hue 

That  earth  from  heaven  may  borrow 
And  such  was  this--a  scene  so  fair 

Arrayed  in  summer  brightness, 
Aud  one  pure  being  resting  there, 

One  soul  of  radiant  whiteness ! 

What  happy  dreams,  fair  child,  are  given 

To  cast  their  sunshine  o'er  thee  ? 
What  diord  unites  thy  soul  to  Heaven, 

Where  visions  glide  before  thee  ? 
For  wandering  smiles  of  cloudless  mirth 

0*er  thy  glad  features  beaming, 
5ay,  not  a  thought — a  form  of  earth 

Alloys  thine  hour  of  dreaming ! 

Mayhap,  afar  on  unseen  wings^ 

Thy  sinless  spirit  soaring. 
Now  hears  the  burst  from  golden  strings 

Where  angels  are  adoring. 
And,  with  the  pure  heliacal  throng. 

Around  their  Maker  praising. 
Thy  joyous  heart  may  join  the  song 

Ten  thousand  tongues  are  raising  1 

Sleep,  lovely  babe  I — for  timers  cold  touch 

Shall  make  these  visions  wither ; 
Youth — and  the  dreams  which  charm  so  much. 

Shall  fade  and  fly  together. 
Then,  sleep  !  while  sleep  is  pure  and  mild. 

Ere  earthly  ties  grow  stronger. 
When  thou  shalt  be  no  more  a  child, 

And  dream  of  Heaven  no  longer. 

T.  D.  T. 
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DISCOUN  r. 

Tbb  depreciati'oii  ''  crotchet"  is  at  length  fairly,  and,  we  hope,  finally 
itished.  Unless  by  ^some  untoward  chance  we  be  soon  cast  ^fnid  the 
tumults  and  crimes  of  a  reckless  and  vengeful  revolution,  we  may  depend 
upon  itj  w«  shall  never  hear  of  Mr.  Attwood's  remedies  more.  And,  in- 
deed the  party  has  persevered  well !  The  advocation  of  the  eztraordi^* 
nary  panacea  originated  with  unfortunate  land^speculators  during  the 
war,  who  encountered  estates  under  a  load  of  borrowed  money,  on  the  in- 
fatuated supposition  that  land  could  not  be  bought  too  dear ;  and  afl 
that  accidental  high  value  was  not  likely,  by  any  chance,  to  be  restored/ 
they  have  never  ceased,  until  now,  to  clamour  for  the  permission  of  Par^^ 
liament  to  pay,  in  some  way,  their  debts  by  composition.  That  a  scheme 
80  well  calculated  to  relieve  their  distresses  should  have  been  hit  upon  by 
the  said  speculators  is  indeed  nothing  wonderful ;  the  only  strange  part 
of  the  comedy  is,  that  they  should  have  succeeded  in  persuading  any  por- 
tion of  the  unconcerned  public^  that  the  national  safety  was  iovolved  in 
the  success  of  their  proposal. 

In  every  proposition,  and  in  every  limb  of  every  proposition,-  brotight 
forward  by  the  depreciators,  there  is  manifest  that  disregard  of  inconf  e* 
nient  facts,  and  that  exaggeration  of  real  occurrences,  which  usually  ori- 
ginate in  minds  agitated  by  hopeless  distress ;  and  however  often  their 
assertions  have  been  proved  false,  and  their  deductions  upset,  they  ac- 
cordingly, again  and  again,  return  to  them  in  a-  spirit  of  obstinate  and 
unflinching  iteration.  If  you  ask  a  depreeiator,  for  instance,  what  waa 
the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  paper  remained  below  the  value  of 
gold  during  the  whole  existence  of  the  Restriction  Act,  he  will,  to  a  cer- 
tainty, announce  as  the  permanent  or  at  least  general  amount,  the  very 
utmost  difference  which  obtained  between  the  said  values  for  any — even 
the  briefest  period;  and  if  he  is  not  aU  the  more  modest,  he  will 
step  a  good  way  beyond.  If  the  man  but  thought  dispassionately  of  the 
nature  of  the  question  he  is  agitating — a  question,  viz.,  about  the  tak^ 
ing  money,  on  pretence  of  retribution,  from  his  neigfabourV  pocket/  and 
putting  it  into  his  own — ^his  principles  of  honesty  would  cause  him  shun 
exaggeration  aa  he  would  shun  theft,  and,  by  all  means  to  keep  within^ 
rather  than  go  outwards  of  the  mark  :  but  the  fact  is,  he  does  not,  nor 
ever  did  think  ;  he  ie  driven  on  by  the  consciousness  of  hh  own  distressed, 
and  perllaps  hopeless  state,  and  also,  it  may  be,  by  a  lurking,  and  not 
pleasant  suspicion,  that  he  is  not  aiming  at  a  very  justifiable  method  of 
relieving  it.  If  he  had  in  reality  entered  upon  his  task  in  the  spirit  of 
an  *'  equitable"  Adjuster,  his  principal  concern  would  have  manifestly 
been  for  the  preservation  of  the  lanidmarks  of  equity  ;  but  his  specula^ 
tions  are,  on  the  contrary,  strongly  odorous  of  the  feelings  of  sundry 
Adjusters  with  rather  unpolite  names,  who,  so  that  they  can  obtain  the 
desired  adjustment,  are  seldom  troubled  with  many  scruples  about  the 
equity.  But  the  absurd  and  unprincipled  exaggerations  are  not  confined 
within  these  comparatively  modest  bounds.  Few  depreciators  will  consent 
to  stand  by  the  recorded  price  of  gold  in  paper,  as  the  measure  of  the 
under-value  of  the  bank  notes ;  but — if  there  is  the  smallest  sense  or  sig^- 
nificance  in  their  clamorous  mis8tatement»*-are  bold  enough  to  insist 
upon  our  computing  it  by  the  high  price  of  certain  articles  during  certain 
short  periods, — ^ignorant,  apparently,  or  wilfully  forgetful  of  the  fact,  that 
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the  time  they  allude  to,  waa  one  of  deranged  markets,  on  account  of  changes 
as  little  connected  with  the  Restriction  Act  as  with  the  phases  of  the  moon^ 
ignorant,  that  at  one  period  we  were  driven  nearly  out  of  all  markets  for  silk 

at  another,  out  of  all  markets  for  cotton, — that  at  a  third,  the  Baltic 

was  as  useless  to  us  as  a  frozen  sea, — that  the  outlets  for  our  Colonial  stock 
were  aln^ost  periodically  deranged, — ^that,  down  to  the  harvest  of  1813^ 
we  had  had,  for  twenty  years,  a  series  of  deficient  seasons,  alternating 
with  seasons  of  hut  ordinary  fertility  with  a  fatal  and  moat  unumial 
regularity, — ^that  during  the  worst  of  these  seasons  the  expenses  of  im- 
portation had,  in  consequence  of  our  state  of  war,  amounted  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  50s.  per  quarter  ;  and,  lastly,  altogether  forgetful  of 
the  effect  of  speculation  during  a  rising,  or  prospectively  rising  market, 
in  enhancing  the  price  under  any  currency,  and  thereby  preparing  for  a 
disastrous  recoil.    How  many,  we  beg  to  ask,  of  the  talkers  who  have 
of  late  been  so  much  given  to  indulge  upon  the  connexion  of  high  prices 
and  paper  depreciation,  have  even  looked  into  Mr.  Tooke's  elaborate 
history  of  the  vacillations  of  that  eventful  period  ?    How  many  are  ac 
quainted  with  a  tithe  of  the  circumstances  then  <^erating  upon  our  fluc- 
tuating markets,  and  have  thus  qualified  themselvea  for  entering  upon 
the  inquiry  in  the  sedate  and  watchful  spirit  of  men  aware  that  it  in- 
volves the  mighty  question  of  their  country's  honesty?      if  more  had 
done  'so,  an  answer  still  less  equivocal  had  been  given  to  the  clamor- 
ous remnant  of  disappointed  speculators, — ^this  particular  year  of  our 
Lord  had  assuredly  furnished  fewer  followers  for  Mr.  Attwood ;    and, 
just  by  the  amount  of  that  abridgment  of  the  Member  for  Whitehaven's 
euiie,  had  we  counted  more  eyes  open  to  our  true  grievances,  and  more 
minds  intent  upon  achieving  their  redress.     (See  Note  end  of  Article.} 
There  is  one  other  misrepresentation  generally  hazarded  by  the  de- 
predators, which  has  often  filled  us  with  amaze.     To  hear  them  dilate 
concerning  bygone  times,  it  would  seem  almost  that  the  period  of  high 
prices  was  a  sort  of  commercial  milleqnium.  It  would  appear  to  exist  in 
their  imagination  as  a  period  in  which  the  nation  accumulated  incoiu 
eeivable  masses  of  happiness,  as  well  as  wasted  vast  amounta  of  its  re- 
sources,— a  period  in  which,  the  faster  we  spent,  the  richer  and  lustier 
we  grew ;    and  it  is  seemingly  because  of  his  belief  in  its  marvellous 
power  of  flourishing  by  means  of  evacuation,  or  of  the  signal  support  it 
afforded  to  the  Sangrado  system  of  therapeutics,  that  Mr.  Attwood  some- 
where conjures  us  to  return  to  it,  if  we  would  avoid  the  death  of  the 
political  system  under  which  we  live !    Now,  for  all  things  pertaining  te 
the  psychological  genus  of  dreams,  and  more  especially  if  the  dream  be 
a  sort  of  Lay-of-the-Last-Minstrel  one,  we  have  the  hugest  respect ;  and 
it  is  not  without  pain  that  we  observe  the  necessity  of  disturbing  this 
Whitehaven  vision.    It  is  really  fit,  however,  that  our  countrymen  call 
to  mind  what  the  period  alluded  to  was ;  fot  they  are  not  now  political 
babes,  and  must  therefore  no  longer  talk  as  such.     So  far  from  the 
period  of  the  Bank  Restriction  act  being  one  of  commercial  prosperity,  it 
is  hazarding  little  to  allege  that,  try  it  by  what  test  you  may,  there 
would  be  a  difficulty  of  discovering  another  equally  brief  period,  so  full  of 
commercial  disaster.    Something  may  be  indicated  by  the  following  shert 
list  of  bankruptcies  :— < 

Average  Annual  numher  of  Bankrupts, 

For  seven  years,  ending  1809,  -         -         -  197« 

For  seven  years,  ending  1816,  -  «         -  SS31 

For  seven  years,  ending  1823,         -         -         -  1351 
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For  1883  itself,  the  nninber  was  only  1070 ;  while  for  1810^  it  was  2314  ;• 
for  1811,  9500 ;  for  1812,  2228  ;  for  1815,  2284  ;  for  1816,  2731.  More 
emphatically  still — ^in  1810,  eomniflaioiui  were  issned  against  26  bankers;  in 
1812,  againel  17;  in  1814,  against  29;  in  1815,  against  26;  and  in 
f  81C,  agsHBat  37.  Facts  like  these  do  somewhat  to  awaken  us  from  the 
draam  ;  and  if  we  farther  clear  up  our  reminiscences  of  that  period,  still 
more  expressive  evidence  will  be  obtained.  Down  to  the  harvest  of  1813, 
or  raither,  perhaps,  to  the  harvest  of  1818,  when  a  final  blow  was  struck 
at  the  extravagant  elevation  of  com,  by  the  revolution  of  a  new  epocha 
in  the  mysterious  cycle  of  the  weather,  it  is  allowed  that,  with  only  a  few 
slight  and  temporary  depressions,  a  great  and  general  excitement  prevail- 
ed amongst  agriculturists.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  strongly  an  un-^ 
w<Mited  and  almost  prevalent  high  price  would  affect  the  classes  engaged 
in  the  work  of  cultivation ;  and  the  memory  of  most  of  us  will  suffice  to 
bring  up  the  lively  picture  of  farmers  changing  altogether  their  habits  and 
style  of  living ;  sedate  tradesmen  seduced  to  become  clodhoppers,  in  hope 
ef  fortunes;  the  rapid  circulation  of  land  as  an  article  of  merchandize ;  the 
determination  of  every  one  who  could  beg  or  borrow,  to  make  money  by 
buying  estates;  the  extraordinary  number  of  paper  purchases;  and,  finally, 
the  immediate  or  drawn.out  ruin  alike  of  tenants  and  debtor  landlords, 
who  leased  and  purchased  in  the  vain  hope  that  high  prices  could  endure 
for  ever.  The  revulsion  here,  we  say,  came  late ;  why  it  did  so  will  be 
inexplicable  so  long  as  the  changes  of  weather  are  mysterious  ;  but,  be- 
eanse  of  the  lateness  of  its  arrival,  all  who  were  engaged  in  these  land 
transactions  have  at  once  a  long  period  of  factitious  prosperity  to  look 
back  to  with  lingering  eye,  and  as  much  shew  of  reason,  as  a  partial 
eorrespondence  of  time  can  give  them,  for  reposing  the  burden  of  their 
misfcHrtunes  upon  the  back  of  Peel's  BUI.  Agriculture,  however,  was  not 
then,  more  than  now,  the  only,  or  even  the  staple  employment  of  the  ca- 
pital  of  Great  Britain ;  and  although  our  depreciators  naturally  enough 
pass  by  or  misrepresent  the  commercial  history  of  the  period,  we  shall 
not  affect  similar  forgetfulness.  And  how,  under  existing  circumstances, 
eould  commerce  be  prosperous  P  Is  the  exorbitant  price  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  an  element  of  a  flourishing  commercial  state  P  Answer  for 
ue,  ye  reminiscences  of  meal-mobs  !  The  truth  is,  that  this  evil  alone — for 
except  to  rent-drawers,  (including  farmers  drawing  rent  in  virtue  of  their 
old  and  unexhausted  leases,)  such  high  price  is  an  evil  of  the  most  seri- 
ous kind  to  all — ^this  evil  alone,  we  say,  had  produced  a  period  of  unalle- 
viated  and  permanent  commercial  depression.  But  its  influence  was 
vastly  aggravated  by  another  circumstance,  which,  strangely  enough^ 
tended  to  mislead  the  unthinking  into  a  belief  of  commercial  prosperity. 
Let  the  reader  dwell  for  a  moment  upon  the  state  of  our  external  rela- 
tions in  those  days,  and  tell  us  first,  whether  in  such  a  state  we  could 
have  commercial  prosperity  ?  It  might  be  alleged  without  hazarding  ex^ 
a^eration,  that  no  merchant  at  the  beginning  of  a  year  could  calculate 
whence  he  would  draw  his  supplies,  or  where  find  his  markets,  at  the  year'^s 
end.  On  one  shifting  in  the  political  sky,  Italy  became  shut  against  him ; 
then  it  was  Spain — then  all  Europe,  excepting  Sweden  ;  then  America 
blackened  her  aspect,  and  Brazil  invited  exports; — ^then,  again',  the  tables 
turned, — Brazil  was  discovered  to  be  a  cheat,  but  Spain  was  cleared,  hnd 
Russia  opened  by  the  sacrifice  of  Moscow.  What  merchant  could  expect 
prosperity  here  ?  What  depreciator  would  choose  risk  his  capital  amid 
changes  so  unparalleled,  so  confounding?  And  yet  these  were  the  very  al.- 
temations,  which  disguised  the  physiognomy  of  what  was  truly  a  period  of 
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unaUetnated  depression — tbealtemationt  which  produced  that  fickleneiB  oi* 
▼ariability  of  price,  by  which  the  Attwoods  of  the  present  generation  have 
been  able  to  gain  credence  with  the  unthinking,  for  those  nostmms  of 
8tate*quackery  on  whidi  we  have  idready  wasted  sa  much  most  predouw 
time.  What  man,  at  all  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  eommercialb 
world,  will  be  for  a  moment  in  doubt  regarding  the  only  possible  character 
of  such  a  period  ?  it  couid  be  nothing  other  than  it  was — a  hunger  and  w 
burst.  The  uncertainty  which  constantly  overhung  it,  rendered  it  of  neees^ 
sity  a  round  of  speculation  and  disappointment ;  and  we  find,  in  lookiiig> 
back  to  minuter  histories,  that  in  no  other  period,  amongst  civilised  times> 
were  so  many  alternating  seasons  of  briskness  and  utter  stagnation  huddled 
together  within  so  short  a  span.  When  briskness  existed,  it  partook  of  the 
nature  of  intoxication ;  and  the  consequent  depression  verged  sometimea 
on  what  Mr.  Attwood  might  denominate  a  commercial  death.  EacW 
period  ruined  its  generation ;  and  on  the  next  cyclical  revc^ution,  a  new 
race  was  summoned  to  pass  through  its  alternation  of  hope  and  despair^^ 
Some,  indeed,  survived  all  shocks ;  others,  by  selling  out  in  time,  realised 
capital,  as  well  as  the  successful  land  speculators;  but  if  all  who  were  then 
unifortunate  had  combined  now  to  aid  Mr.  Attwood  in  the  claim  for  ^'  ad^ 
justment,"  he  would  assuredly  not  have  had  occasion  to  sigh  out  his  disap- 
pointed anathemas  and  gloomy  vaticinations.  The  remembrance  of  most  of 
these  changes  may  have  passed  from  the  minds  of  the  multitude ;  for  it  i» 
a  principle  of  our  nature,  and  one  which  has  much  to  do  with  the  delusions 
we  combat,  that  past  pleasures  are  increased  by  the  effect  of  distance,  while 
with  misfortunes  it  is  the  contrary  ;^  but  no  merchant  of  standing  can  have 
forgotton  the  period  of  1810-11.  Then,  indeed,  there  was  taken  a  seri- 
ous discount  upon  the  commercial  flush  of  the  few  previous  years ;  the 
question  became  in  most  seats  of  manufacture,  not  who  have  fallen,  but 
who  stand  ?  and  the  recoil  of  the  violent  shock  disturbed  the  continent, 
walled  against  us  as  it  was,  and  reached  even  to  the  shores  of  America. 

We  have  thou^l.t  it  right  to  offer  these  few  corrective  observations, 
by  way  of  gentle  admonition  to  many,  who,  in  lack  of  adequate  know- 
ledge of  the  details  of  so  complicated  a  subject,  have  allowed  themselves 
to  fall  a  prey  to  the  depredators ;  and  we  shall  now  venture  a  few  thoughts 
on  the  benefits  which  the  scheme  in  question  is  said  to  hold  out  to  our 
country. 

Depreciation  of  the  currency — what  is  it  ?  and  whom  will  it  affect  ? 
Two  questions  easily  answered,  and  which  everybody  may  understand. 
A  depreciation  of  the  currency  simply  means  the  lessening  of  the  value 
of  that  in  which  we  keep  our  accounts ;  it  is  the  making  what  is  now 
L.100  exchangeable  for  nothing  more  than  could  now  be  bought  for  L.80, 
or  L.70,  or  L.50<  Whenever  one  person  gives  another  IDs.  or  1 5s.,  and 
induces  him  to  take  it  for  a  debt  of  20s.,  for  the  reason  that  he  can 
give  no  more, — that  is,  in  his  case,  a  practical  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency. The  persons  to  be  affected  by  our  scheme,  therefore,  are  nowise 
in  concealment.  A  large  portion  of  men  may  be  arranged  under  the 
ranks  of  Debtors  and  Creditors  ;  and  it  is  clear  that  if  the  value  of  that  in 
which  accounts  are  kept  were  lessened,  every  debtor  would — like  the 
man  who  offers  a  composition — just  pay  less  than  he  promised  to  pay  ;-— 
and  every  creditor  would  receive  less  than  he  covenanted  for ; — a  cliange 
nfarvellously  pleasant  to  the  debtors  doubtless  ;  and,  in  about  the  same 
proportion,  uncomfortable  to  the  creditors.  Now,  the  first  thing  which 
strikes  us  here  is,  that  the  so  called  remedy  for  national  disasters 
is  as  broad  as  it  is  long,  in  respect  of  adding  to  the  national  wealth. 
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^-^fleeing  that  what  is  to  be  presented  to  the  debtor  is  taken  from  the 
creditor  ;  and^  likewise^  that  to  certain  millions^  who  are  neither  debtors 
nor  creditors^  the  affair  is  of  remarkably  little  personal  interest.  True^ 
we  are  all  debtors  in  one  point  of  view^  viz.,  in  regard  of  the  National 
Debt ;  and  the  said  depreciation  would  also  diminish  that  debt  by  as 
much  as  we  chose^  and  the  whole  national  burdens  along  with  it.  This 
relief  were  undeniable;  but  why^  we  beg  to  know^  the  clumsy  method 
of  effectuating  it  ?  Why  not  a  j^ain,  practical^  and  emphatic  Act  of  Par- 
liamenty  declaring  the  Debt  to  be  henceforth  only  two-thirds,  or  one- 
halfy  or  one-third  its  inconvenient  amount— or,  better  still,  nothing  at 
all  ?  If  the  reduction  of  that  debt  by  statute  law  is  the  point  at  which 
the  depreciators  aim,  let  them  advance  it  in  this  manly  form  ;  and  we  re- 
joice to  b^eve  that  there  is,  and  ever  will  be,  sufficiency  of  sound  heart 
in  the  country,  sufficiency  of  enlightened  respect  for  the  public  faith,  to 
provide  for  it  tlie  only  answer  fitting  to  be  given  to  so  flagitious  a  pro- 
posal.* But  the  fact  is,  this  is  no^  the  main  aim  of  the  depreciators. 
It  is  the  mere  tub  to  the  whale  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  expected  to 
operate  effectively  as  a  tub,  they  would  have  come  at  their  end  far 
more  directly.   -Be  it  again  noticed,  that  the  outcry  originated  in  the 

*  In  errery  point  of  view,  the  idea  of  equitably  reducing  the  ftinds,  because  of 
the  WBT-^riod  depreciation,  is  ao  tmtenable  and  absoid,  that  even  the  utmost  stretch 
of  charity  will  not  allow  ui  to  imagine  its  advocates  deceived. 

In  the  first  place^  it  must  nev«r  be  forgotten,  that  even  allowing  the  existence  of 
fome  ground  for  the  claim,  it  is  a  claim  which,  could  not  possihly.^  put  in  execution* 
The  individuals  who  now  hold  funded  property,  are,  in  nineteen  cases  in  twenty,  not 
the  individuals  who  were  affected  by  the  depreciation,  but  persons  who  paid  full 
value  for  what  they  enjoy.  If  by  our  stupidity  we  let  the  gainers  off,  shall  we  there- 
fore  plunder  those  who  did  not  gain  ?  or  what  other  proposal  is  it  which  these  patriots 
have  dared  to  bring  forward  ?  There  ««  a  peculiarity  in  the  situation  of  the  fund- 
holders,  and  we  allow  the  harpies  who  would  attack  them  the  full  benefit  of  it.  The 
peculiarity  is,  that  the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  property,  would,  in  a  time 
«f  ooBfVision,  appear  less  sacred  in  the  popular  eye  than  the  tenure  of  other  property ; 
and  therefore  more  open  to  the  attacks  of  cowards.  We  know  not  what  is  about 
to  befoll  us;  we  know  not  what  changes  we  are  destined  to  pass  through ;  but  we  assured- 
ly know^  that  if  the  sacredness  of  this  tenure  be  violated  in  one  jot,  a  stain  will  be  fixed 
upon  our  country  at  which  every  man  will  blush  when  reason  has  returned,  and  that 
few  will  then  be  envious  of  a  kindredship  with  those  who  recommended  or  abetted 
tlt«  enormity.  None  above  the  vilest  and  most  brutal  of  dastards  would  dare  trample 
upon  th^  weak. 

In  the  second  place,  however, — supposing  the  fundholders  had  retained  their 
places  all  along,  and  po^essed,  as  a  chartered  company,  the  propriety  of  these  funds 
from  before  the  war;  it  is  demonstrable  that  they  have  not  gained  at  the  expense  of  us, 
'but  that  we  have  gained  at  the  expense  of  them.  What  was  lost  by  the  depreciation  of 
the  money  borrowed  before  the  restriction  act,  more  than  counterbalances  what  was 
gained  by  the  money  borrowed  during  the  depreciation,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
sumption act, — a  truth,  made  as  plain  as  figures  can  demonstrate  any  thing,  by  Mr. 
Moshet  and  M&  Childs.  Will  the  Birmingham  leaders  not  attend  to  this  fact  ?  We 
•hallenge  them— we  defy  them  to  answer  it  \  and  if  they  preserve  silence,  assuredly 
judgment  will  go  against  them  by  default. 

These  two  considerations,  are  sufficient  to  demolish  all  pretence  of  equitably  <<  ad- 
justing^ the  funds ;  and  if  they  are  to  be  violated,  notwithstanding,  let  it,  at  least,  be 
upon  grounds  we  can  comprehend.  We  just  add,  that  no  feasible  pretence  for  violating 
them  can  be  deduced  from  the  assertion  that  we  are  unable  to  pay, — until,  at  least, 
we  have  Momewhai  reduced  onr  estimates,  sold  a  few  of  our  palaces,  and  abolished 
every  monopoly  and  sinecure  iniquity  within  our  three  seas.  It  would  give  us  great 
delight  to  find  a  few  of  our  influential  journals,  talking  a  little  less  equivocally  upon 
this  important  subject.  Times  like  the  present  are  not  suitable  for  ambiguous  spe- 
eulation.^  The  existing  journals  should  remember  that  they  are  now  in  exercise  of  a 
great  trust.  They  are  under  the  heavier  a  responsibility,  just  in  so  for  as  they  ara 
still  shielded  from  the  correction  consequent  on  full  competition. 
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agricultural  distress.  Now,  those  distressed  agricnkunsts,  who  da   efion 
the  high-price  period,  are  speculators  with  mortgaged  estates,  and  iiu 
dividuals  whoee  estates  are  burdened  by  the*  disproportionate  anmutiea 
laid  upon  them  by  the  previous  possessors.    The  depreciation  would 
manifestly  bring  considerable  ease  to  this  distress,  as  also  to  sundry  fox« 
hunters  who  have  fallen  into  the  misfortune  of  borrowing  overmuch  ;*^ 
and  we  would  impress  it  very  earnestly  upon  our  good  friend*  at  Bir* 
mingham  and  elsewhere,  that  had  it  not  been  for  its  power  to  produce 
such  relief,  neither  they  nor  we  would  have  so  mudi  as  heard  of  it.    Sir 
James  Graham  let  out  the  secret  very  openly  in  his  "  Com  and  Currency;" 
and  our  view  is  supported  by  the  whole  history  of  the  question's  agitationJ^ 
It  is  in  order  to  adjust  the  concerns  of  the  S^iuniBABCHT  that  we  have  been 
called  upon  to  countenance  this  novelty ;  and,  so  that  we  consent,  they 
kindly  propose  to  aid  us  in  adjusting  our  own  at  the  expense  of  the 
Aindholder,  and  to  allow  every  private  debtor  to  adjust  himself  simi. 
larly  with  his  creditor  !    No  matter  for  the  spoliation  sweep  of  the  no. 
table  scheme  !    No  matter  for  the  extent  of  the  injury  it  proposes  U> 
perpetrate  \     The  end  justifies  the  means :  all  is  sanctified  by  its  servica 
to  the  squirearchy !     One  or  two  questions  we  would  ask  the  Reformers 
who  have  permitted  themselves  to  be  so  miserably  deluded.    Is  it  the 
fund-spoliation  which  catches  you  ?     Then  why  not,  as  we  have  said^ 
grgue  it  apart,  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  this  distinct  end  ?     If  you  are 
determined  on  confiscating  the  funds,  must  you  gratuitously  join  to  that 
act  a  separate  confiscation  of  the  property  of  every  private  creditor  in 
the  kingdom ;  or  can  there  also  be  a  delusion  afloat  as  to  the  favourable 
influence  of  this  latter  confiscation  upon  the  general  prosperity  ?  You  will 
make  one  man  richer  than  he  now  is,  and  another  poorer,— the  esftire 
achievement !    And  what  can  hence  ensue  in  regard  of  the  maseea  of  our 
countrymen,  in  regard  of  our  trade,  our  manufactures,  or  tfaeprodnctiveness 
of  our  agriculture  ?     The  rate  of  profits  will  not  be  touched  ;  the  general 
consumption  cannot  thus  be  increased ;  the  powers  of  production  will  re* 
main  precisely  as  they  are ;  and  where  the  source  of  benefit,  or  how  is  the 
new  principle  of  motion,  the  new  life,  to  be  infused  ?   Over  and  over  have 
the  depreciators  been  challenged  to  answer  these  questions,  and  never 
have  they  done  so  but  by  the  poorest  declamatioue      Mr.  Att wood's 
recent  harangue  wisely  dwelt  in  detail  upon  the  case  of  the  National 
Debt;  but  this,  we  have  shewn,  is  a  distinct  question,  susceptible  of 
separate  and  easy  treatment.    Never,  there  or  elsewhere,  has  Mr.  Att- 
wood  produced  one  tangible  idea  in  explanation  of  his  nostrum's  influ- 
ence on  the  general  welfare ;  and  we  recommend  the  thousands  of  oper- 

*  The  Msertion  of  equity  ibr  this,  the  main  part  of  the  adjustmeat,  is  >o  fiurcical 
that  we  cannot  prerail  on  oanelTes  to  remaiic  on  it  Berionaly. 

Ab  before^  even  although  the  landlord  could  show  wrongs  to  a  large  proportion  of 
hit  debts^  he  cannot  now  recover  them  of  the  persons  who  filched  them ;  and,  there* 
fore,  he  cannot  equitably  recover  them  at  all. 

But  for  how  much  of  his  debts  could  he  shew  this  wrong  ?  Wrongs  indeed  1  The 
true  creditor  is  the  foxhound,  the  gaming  table,  and  the  election  dinner !  Let  these 
wrwhged  gentlemen  go  home  and  rusticate,  or  to  the  continent  and  recruit  ^—We 
have  some  chance  of  putting  things  peaceably  (o  rights  in  their  absence ! 

•f-  If  any  sentimental,  self-styled  generous  person  shall  choose  to  doubt  our  r^ 
presentation,  and  to  vote  it  uncharitablei  we  beg  to  refer  him  to  that  organ  of  the 
squirearchy,  the  «  Quarterly."  The  concluding  article  in  the  number  for  AprU  1822 
contains  a  few  pree&ous  moroeawf.  It  is  but  justice  to  state,  however,  that  the 
Quarterly  has  new  somewhat  modified  its  tone.  Spoliation,  it  appears,  UHs  got  so 
unpopular,  that  even  the  organ  of  ohnrch  and  squire  must  speak  of  it  mincingly. 
Many  signs  of  the  tiuies  are  good  I 
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miives,  whose  attention  has  been  distracted,  partly  by  the  novelty,  partly 
hj  the  large  words  of  his  proposals^  to  exercise  themselves  in  the  answers 
to  two  simple  queries : — Firsts  How  could  they  be  benefited  although  re- 
ceiving double  wages,  if  every  commodity  had  doubled  its  price  ?  and, 
Secondly^  How  are  they  assured  that  they  would  receive  double  wages, 
even  after  every  commodity  had  doubled  its  price  ?  If  they  think  well, 
and  separate  carefully  amongst  circumstances,  they  will,  perchance,  des- 
cry a  hitck  in  this  latter  inquiry  well  worthy  of  their  meditations.  How 
long  are  mem  to  be  beguiled  by  talk  ?  How  long  will  it  seem  to  our  Re- 
formers more  necessary  to  speak,  than  to  speak  truth  ?  How  long  will 
the  people's  interests  be  paltered  with,  and  the  people  disposed,  ever 
and  anon,  to  resign  themselves  to  the  guidance  of  some  noisy  goose, 
whose  only  qualities  for  leadership  are  the  loudness  and  interminable- 
ness  of  his  cackle? 

One  or  two  thoughts  upon  the  subject  of  the  national  distress.  The 
distress  of  a  commercial  nation,  in  a  situation  sudi  as  ours,  must  be 
connected  with  circumstances  affecting  the  productiveness  of  capital 
employed  in  production.  This  grand  truth  ought  to  be  ever  present  in 
reformers'  minds ;  and  it  circumscribes  the  whole  inquiries  which  now 
engross  us.  If  mechanical  or  manufacturing  skill  remain  constant,  the 
productiveness  of  capital  may  be  diminished  by  one  or  both  of  two  inci- 
dents :— -First,  the  burden  of  a  large  taxation,  and,  secondly,  the  high 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  natural 
resources  of  the  soil,  and  the  prohibition  of  a  com  trade.  Now,  be  it 
permanently  kept  in  view,  with  regard  to  our  taxation  ;  that  there  is  yet 
ample  verge  and  room  for  honest  reform.  Without  touching  the  fund- 
holder,  we  may  very  greatly  relieve  ourselves,  by  retrenching  on  the  one 
hand,  and  by  properly  and  equitably  distributing  our  burdens  on  the 
other.  The  depreciators  may  contemn  this  as  a  sluggish  and  very  un- 
genteel  procedure,  just  as  a  Jonathan  Wild  would  laugh  at  the  vulgar 
Industry  of  the  tradesman,  but  we  utterly  disavow  common  objects,  and 
repudiate  all  compact  with  the  man  who,  in  the  great  work  of  National 
Regeneration,  will  decline  to  occupy  himself  even  with  this  commonplace 
and  laborious  endeavour.  If  we  turn  again  to  the  other  question,  that 
of  the  high  price  of  food,  what  a  field  is  open  !  The  Member  for  White- 
haven will  indeed  not  aid  us  here,  for  it  by  no  means  suits  the  object  of 
his  depreciation  ;  but  we  earnestly  demand  for  it  the  attention  of  our 
united  countrymen.  Oh,  ye  firemen  of  Birmingham,  if  ye  but  knew 
how  ye  have  been  gulled,  how  worthless  are  all  your  panting  and  toiling ! 
Over  not  ten  score  men  in  broad  Scotland  do  your  present  crotchets 
exercise  a  perceptible  influence;  but  there  are  thousands  in  Scotland 
ready,  either  to  give  the  word,  or  to  catch  it  from  your  Ups,  if  you  will 
but  join  with  us  in  a  sensible  and  manly  declaration  against  the  hideous 
iniquity  of  the  Corn  Laws  !  The  fact  is,  that  by  seizing  hold  of  those 
advantages  which  Providence  has  placed  within  our  reach,  we  might 
take  such  a  spring  at  present  as  would  almost  cause  us  forget  that  we 
have  a  debt,  and  never  mention  it  for  a  long  century  to  come  !  And 
who  are  opposed  to  this  mighty  regeneration  ?  A  few  men — few  in  com. 
parison,  drones  in  the  hive---determined,  some  time  ago,  and  still  per- 
severe in  their  impiety,  to  feed  at  the  expense  of  the  working  bees ;  and 
what  has  resulted  ?  What  but  the  necessary  result,  the  half  starvation 
of  the  whole  ?  The  drones  themselves  are  waxing  thin  upon  it,  and 
crying  out  for  hunger ;  so  that,  if  we  press  them  well,  little  chance  but 
they  mu0t  soon  give  way  !  That  the  landlords  are  growing  wearied,  and 
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being  worn  out  by  their  own  tyranny^  there  are  many  indications.  They 
thought  to  secure  a  spacious  domain  to  breed  upon ;  but  they  see  now> 
or  suspect  at  leasts  that  thereby  they  have  checked  the  pioneers ;  and 
^ach  manor  house  contains  fatal  evidence  of  the  truth,  that  their  owa 
"  numbers  are  pressing  upon  the  means  of  subsistence."  They,  too,  there- 
fore, are  interested  in  this  true  expansion  ;  not  a  nominal  expansion,  or 
a  juggle  like  Mr.  Attwood's,  but  a  bond  fide  command  of  the  riches  o£ 
external  territories.  All  classes  require  it ;  and  if  we  can  but  make  up 
our  minds  to  demand  it  in  a  bold  and  energetic  tone,  assuredly  the 
empire  will  be  saved  1 


NOTES. 

I.  On  the  AmourU  of  Depreciation. 

Yoa  nerer  hear  an  adjuster  talk  of  the  depreciation  during  the  restriction  act 
being  leM  than  33  per  cent ;  and  often  it  mounts  up,  in  his  imagination,  to  50  !  Tha 
following  table  will  put  this  matter  to  rights ;  and  the  two  columns  containing  the 
paper  and  bullion  price  of  wheat,  will  also  give  occasion  tp  a  few  pertinent  reflection^ 

TABLE  shewing  the  amount  of  Paper  Depreciation  during  the  war, 
and  the  price  of  Wheat  from  1793  to  1823. 


YsAa. 

Bullion  Price 

CurrencT,  or  Marfcot 

BuIltoB  Price  of 

of  JLIOOeuneoej. 

Frieeof  iqr.ofWhwt 

lqr.afWlicat. 

• 

s.     d. 

s.     d. 

1793 

Par 

48  11 

48  U 

1794 

Do. 

61     8 

61     8 

1796 

Do. 

74    2 

74    2 

1796 

Do. 

77    1 

77    1 

1797 

Do. 

63     1 

53     1 

1798 

Do. 

60    3 

60    3 

1799 

Do. 

67    6 

67    6 

180O 

Do. 

£  M.    d. 

113    7 

113    7 

1801 

91  12    4 

118    3 

108    0 

1802 

92  14    2 

67     6 

63     0 

1803 

97    6  10 

66     6 

66     0 

1804 

Do. 

60     1 

68    0 

1806 

Do. 

87  10 

86    0 

1806 

Vo, 

79    0 

77    0 

1807 

Do. 

73    3 

71     0 

1808 

Do. 

79    0 

77    0 

1809 

Do. 

96    7 

93    0 

1810 

86  10    6 

106    2 

92    0 

1811 

99    3    9 

94    6 

87    0 

1812 

79    6    3 

126     5 

101     0 

1813 

77    2    0 

108    9 

84    0 

1814 

74  17    6 

73  11 

66    0 

1816 

83    6    9 

64    4 

64     0 

1816 

Do. 

76  10 

63    0 

1817 

97    6  10 

94    9 

92    0 

1818 

Do. 

84     1 

82    0 

1819 

95  11     0 

73    0 

70     0 

1820 

97    8    0 

66    7 

64    0 

1821 

Par 

64     6 

54    6 

1822 

Do. 

43    3 

43    3 

1823 

Do. 

61     6 

61     6 

Note  particularly  the  following  facts  :^- 

I.  The  first  money  column  shows  the  ftiU  extent  of  the  depreciation  of  paper.  It 
never  reached  26  per  cen^  and  exceeded  20  during  only  three  or  four  years,  ^he  arer, 
^jfe  u  about  8  per  cent.    The  Adjusters  have  sometimes  objected  to  this  table  :  but 
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(Uiey  are  very  careful  not  to  produce  another.  Confessedly,  tbe  depreciation  which  did 
iBxist  was  most  baneful,  and  the  cause  of  much  positive  spoliation.  But  there  is  no 
jaat  in  magnifying  injustice.  The  smallest  portion  of  it  is  hateful  enough ;  and  it 
.certainly  shews  no  hatred  of  it,  to  exaggerate  the  paat  as  the  gvound  of  fresh  perpe- 
trations. 

Z  The  second  money  colomn  records  the  current  price  of  wheat  during  a  longer 
period.  From  1801,  part  of  the  high  price  is  confessedly  due  to  the  low  value  of  the 
paper ;  hut  how  little  connexion  do  these  figures  establish  bet\«'een  that  low  value  and 
the  fluctuations  of  price  I  There  existed,  therefore,  some  far  more  powerful  derang- 
juig  cause. 

3.  The  thiid  and  last  money  column,  shows  all  these  prices  reduced  to  gold 
prices ;  so  that  it  points  out  the  fluctuations  which^took  place  independently  of  the 
4epreciation,  viz.,  the  natural  fluctuations.  These  were  owing  wholly  to  the  seasons 
and  obstructed  importation.  Tbe  elevation,  it  will  be  observed,  down  to  1814,  U 
sufficiently  great  to  have  given  rise  to  much  speculation,  and  the  subsequent  fall 
.quite  adequate  to  account  for  the  ensuing  loss.  The  depreciation  did  indeed  aggra- 
vate all,  but  it  was  not  the  principal  cause.  The  disappointed  speculators  in  cotton 
or  silk  might  have  cried  out  for  adjustment  with  as  good  fiice  as  the  agriculturists ; 
and  so  perhaps  they  would,  but  they  were  ruined  outright  and  set  adrift,  whereas 
the  wailings  of  many  finger-burnt  estate-purchasers  have  not  ceased  until  the  present 
hour.  The  difference  arose  from  the  possibility  of  obtaining  permanent  loans  upon 
.estates. 

Attention  to  the  fBicts  contained  in  the  foregoing'  table  will  enable  us  to  reduce 
much  of  this  ridiculous  and  unfounded  clamour  to  its  true  dimensions. 

II.  On  the  effect  </  the  Resumption  Act. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  table  that,  in  1819,  when  Mr.  Peel*s  Bill  passed,  the 
depreciation  of  paper  was  only  jG4,  98.  ])er  cent. ;  that,  in  the  year  1829,  it  fell  to 
£2y  12s.  per  cent.,  and  the  next  year  sank  toO, — or  that  then  paper  rose  to  par.   Now 
It  would  seem  manifi^st,  that  the  only  effect  which  the  paasing  of  that  act,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  substitution  of  gold  for  paper,  could  have  had  upon  general  prices,  is  mea- 
.aurable  by  the  small  amount  of  depreciation  appearing  in  our  table  {  and,  certainly, 
if  it  had  any  other  effect,  that  effect  has  not,  up  to  this  moment,  been  demonstrated  or 
explained.     It  is  Mr.  Cayley,  we  think,  who  asserts  that  although  the  subsequent  fall 
of  prices  has  never  been  proved  to  be  connected  with  Peers  Bill  as  with  its  cause,  it 
must,  nevertheless,  be  referred  to  it  on  account  of  concomitance :  an  odff  principle,  and 
not  hitherto  accepted  in  logic.    Concomitance  is  nothing,  but  a  reason  for  our  inquir* 
ing,  whether  or  not  the  concomitant  circumstance  ie  a  cause.     Attempts  have  often 
2>een  made  to  get  over  the  apparent  difficulty,  by  imagining  a  rise  in  the  value  of  gold 
of  20  or  25  per  cent  on  account  of  our  new  demand  for  it  as  circulating  medium  ; 
but  they  are  marked  by  the  exaggeration  usual  to  the  dogmatists  we  combat.   Taking 
into  account  the  whole  mass  of  precious  metals  in  Europe,  it  is  not  possible  that  the 
ten  or  twelve  millions  exported  in  consequence  of  our  Restriction  Act  could  have 
lowered  their  value  in  the  general  market  more  than  1  per  cent.,  even  had  other  cir- 
cumstances remained  the  same  ;  and,  supposing  another  1  per  cent  of  rise  to  have 
taken  place  on  our  resumption  of  metallic  currency,  the  sum  of  2  per  cent  was  the 
very  utmost  requiring  to  be  added  to  the  foregoing  amount  in  order  to  adjust  it 
into  a  correct  measure  of  the  depreciation.     But  other  circumstances  did  not  remain 
the  sameb     Instead  of  having  its  value  on  the  continent  lowered  by  the  supply  from 
Great  Britain,  gold  was  very  scarce  there,  and  hence  very  high  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  vrar.     Nor  is  the  reason  a  mystery.     A  vast  quantity  of  it  was 
absorbed  in  the  military  chests  of  the  leading  powers ;  and  a  still  greater  quantity 
4iMippeared,  in  consequence  of  that  practice  of  private  hoarding  necessarily  connected 
with  a  state  of  war.     These  disturbing  causes  ceased  on  the  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity :  tbe  precious  metals  re-appeared,  and  their  value  returned  to  par.    If  gentlemen 
who  are  so  apt  to  theorize  with  vast  confidence  on  this  intricate  subject,  would  but 
take  the  trouble  to  look  into  its  details  with  something  of  the  spirit  in  which  they 
would  inquire  into  a  dark  point  connected  with  their  own  affairs,  we  should,  doubt- 
lea^  much  sooner  attain  the  knowledge  we  are  in  quest  of.     It  would  be  painful 
to  think  that  the  passion  for  a  little  transient  notoriety,  or  the  offering  up  of  a  whiff 
of  incense  to  personal  obstinacy  or  conceit,  could  occupy,  in  any  good  reformer*s  mind, 
Ihe  place  of  that  only  noble,  that  only  laudable  ambition — ^the  desire  to  dissever  truth 
from  union  with  falsehood  and  half-knowledge,  and  thereby  to  advance  the  perma- 
nent interests  of  our  own  minds,  as  well  as  those  of  all  mankind.     Referring  again 
to  the  effiscts  of  Peel's  Bill,  be  it  noticed,  that  if  mystery  is  still  thought  to  rest  over 
themj  the  cloud  will  never  be  blown  away  by  thoughtless  or  random  assertion. 
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BY  THE  AVTHOB  OF   "  POLAND." 

A3  on  Mmie  hot  and  cumbrow  mimmar  noon. 
When  in  the  distance  hea^y  clouda  are  hung 
Betwixt  the  lilent  earth  and  silent  faeayen,— . 
When  the  sole  spirit  that  is  called  abroad, 
The  Thnnder,  glideth  onwards  in  his  car, 
Awake  but  Toioeless,  like  some  Indian  beast 
Crouching  and  trembling  forwards  in  its  den,— 
Nature  is  still ;  and,  in  that  deep  suspense 
*Twixt  expectation  and  the  thrill  of  fear, 
Hushes  her  mighty  heart ;  the  winds,  her  breath, 
Pent  in  her  bosom,  and  how  fixed  her  eye  I 
So  is  it  with  the  nations :  When  a  calm 
Of  such  unspeakable  and  nenreless  dread 
Locks  up  their  pulse ;  when  in  the  eyes  of  men 
We  read  not  stormy  passion,  nor  the  flush 
Of  indignation,  wrath,  or  hope,  or  wo; 
When  not  one  yoioe  is  raised  to  tell  its      ongs. 
To  pray  for  justice,  or  to  urge  revenge ; 
Watch,  for  the  storm  is  working  !  If  it  bursts, 
Wo  to  the  iron  despots  of  the  world ! 
Wo  to  the  evil  connsellon  viio  fling 
Pernicious  poison  in  the  nation*s  cup ! 
Wo  to  the  haughty  minions!  to  the  proud 
Who  set  their  heavy  feet  on  freemen's  necks, 
And,  save  themselres)  deem  erery  man  a  slave  1 

Yet  sometimes  will  the  conflict  pass  away. 
Sometimes  the  gentle  wind,  with  flattering  breath, 
Will  woo  the  thunder  homewards  unrevealed  : 
So  hath  it  been  with  Britain !  Dark  portents. 
Of  most  oracular  and  shrouded  depth, 
Flitted  like  moving  shadows  o'er  her  face ; 
Men  looked,  and  thought,  and  wisted  not,  but  looked 
Forward  with  doubt,  as  did  the  ancient  seer 
For  Salem's  rain.     In  the  shifting  scroll 
Of  their  own  hearts  they  tried  to  read  their  doom, 
But  found  no  answer ;  then  they  turned  to  gaze 
Upon  their  neighbour's  face,  as  if  to  see 
The  index  of  all  hearts ;  but  there  was  writ 
No  words,  but  doubt  and  dread  inscrutable ! 

Look  on  them  now :  that  doubt  has  passed  away  ; 
And  hope,  the  parent  of  all  happiness. 
Sits  lightly  on  their  breasts ;  yet  not  with  shouts, 
With  laughter,  or  with  idle  revelry 
They  hail  the  image  of  all  freedom.  Truth. 
Something  is  done,  but  more  remains  behind, 
Ere  thou,  my  country,  shalt  be  freed  and  cleansed 
From  stains  of  perverse  ages !  Cancerous  rust 
Hath  gathered  on  thy  helm  and  on  thy  shield  ! 
And  e'en  thy  sword  is  glued  into  the  sheath. 
Therefore,  thy  children  wait,  and  wait  with  hope, 
Even  as  men  who  keep  the  midnight  watch, 
After  some  day  of  victory  and  death. 
When  still  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  plain 
The  foe  lies  hovering.     Let  us  watch  and  pray. 
Silent  but  not  asleep :  the  hurricane 
Gives  to  the  idle  gazer  small  presage 
Or  warning  of  its  advent ;  he  who  reads, 
Morning  and  night,  in  Heaven's  mysterious  book, 
Wherein  the  birth  of  coming  wrath  is  told, 
Knoweth  its  hour,  and  fleeth  unto  the  plain. 

Truth  may  be  learned  from  semblanoe^life  from  that 
Which  lives  not  save  in  foncy ;  the  thin  shades, 
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Wrought  by  a  master-haBd^  have  aitributfls 
Of  power,  which  bear  thu  virtTie  in  Oieir  face^— 
That,  though  life  changes,  they  can  ne^«r  change. 
These  are  the  true  memorials  of  the  past, 
Which  speak  but  to  the  eye;  therein  we  read 
Moic  truly  what  the  poet's  tale  has  toM: 
Then  take  two  pictures  of  tlie  self-same  Bp«t 
At  diflferent  seasons— when  the  hand  of  Time 
Had  placed  a  gap  between  the  first  and  laet 
Onelwas  a  landscape,  in  a  narthem  oUme : 
It  was'  the  end  of  autumn,  and  the  ckuds 
Hung  cold  and  moistly  underneath  the  sun, 
Clipping  him  of  his  ra^ance;  a  dull  light 

Spread  o'er  the  sur&ce  of  the  BuUea  groond, 

And  a  dark  mist  seemed  oozing  frMn  its  pores 

Amidst  the  unhealthy  herbage.    Trew  there  were 

Half  naked  of  their  leaves ;  the  biting  blast 

Had  done  its  work,  and  yet  methought  it  aeemed 

As  if  some  blight  had  marred  their  beanty  moie. 

An  old  and  ruined  Temple  stood  beside^ 

Some  shafU  were  broken,  and  thdr  capitals, 

Of  rich  Corinthian  sculpture,  with  the  grass 

Mingled  their  mimk  foUage ;  witiun 

The  shade  was  dense ;  yet  through  the  watery  gloom 

One  might  discern  a  huge  and  shapeless  shrine, 

A  heavy  altar,  on  whose  base  was  writ 

«  CORRUPTION  r— Some  there  were  who  knelt  to  pray 

Not  as  a  good  man  prays  unto  his  God, 

But  as  some  wretch,  who  by  unholy  league 

Hath  bargained  with  a  fiend,  prefers  his  wish, 

Half-«huddering,  to  the  master  whom  he  serves  I 

One  object  only  was  there  in  the  seme 

Unmarred  with  desolation— Near  a  grove 

Of  leafless  pines,  a  hundred  winters  oM, 

Laced  and  conaumed  by  paraaitic  growth 
There  stood  a  palace :  statsly  wa«  ita  build. 
Pillar  on  pillar,  in  long  colonnade. 
Bore  on  their  heads  the  bold  and  simple  arch ; 
Turrets  of  Gothic  mould  were  reared  above ; 

And  marble  steps,  of  white  »»d/*I«5y^~^^ 
Rose  to  the  sculptured  gates.    Around  there  stood 

A  crowd  of  houseless  beggars,  lean  «nd^«  5 
Famine  with  them  had  done  the  work  of  yean. 
Had  chased  the  blood  from  out  the  Imd  cheek. 
And  in  their  scanty  veins  had  mixed  disease ! 
There  stood  the  mother  with  her  child, 
Wee^^^^        food:  that  child perehanee more  d«r 
To  her,  with  all  her  wretchedness  and  wo, 
Than  is  the  infant  cradled  up  m  wealth 

To  its  patrician  mother  I— there  the  sire 

Beside  hU  dying  babea-JUid  there  the  son 

Gazing  upon  tiie  parent  by  his  side. 

In  utter  mUwy!    The  poorest  food 

Spumed  by  the  menials  in  that  l««lly  h^l 

Were  here  a  blessing.    Yet  the  gates  wwedos^ 

Closed  like  tfceir  mart«;'s  h^rt :  perebwice  the  ear 

Of  God  maybe  as  closed  to  him  and  h«! 

There  was  no  other  olgect     P"^^* 

The  dark  and  sullen  oceasi  atretAed  away. 
The  second  was  the  contrast  of  ^e  fi«t. 

A  mom  in  spring  time,  when  Ae  balmy  winds 

Lift  the  light  ekmds  across  an  arore  sky. 
Giving  fair  promise  of  a  calmer  day. 

The  s^  was  ^-^"A  ^^^l^::^^  . 

And  pouring  chartMwd spUwkmron  the  sg«m. 
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The  liRht-grem  bods  were  biiretin^  on  the  trees 
To  ma«es  oi  youngr  foliage ;  erery  seed, 
After  ita  winter's  sleep,  was  putting  forth 
Its  germ  abo?e  the  ground  ;  the  early  flowers. 
Crocus,  and  primrose,  and  anemone 
Were  carpeting  the  mead;  and  through  the  gUide 
Of  the  more  distant  forest  leap'd  the  deer 
In  gamesome  gambol.    Joy  beamed  ererywhere  : 
Joj  such  as  Spring,  the  morning  of  the  year, 
Alone  can  give,  ere  Summer's  looks  diffuse 
A  warmer  influence  and  more  tempered  love. 
Behmd,  upon  the  gently-ruffled  sea, 
aape,  whitely  winged,  were  passing  to  and  fro, 
»«ftriiig  the  produce  «f  a  thousand  shores 
Into  the  distant  harbour.     In  the  front 
TJere  was  a  temple  still,  but  not  the  same. 
Massive  and  large  it  was,  and  in  the  midst, 
upon  a  tall  and  stately  altar,  stood 
A  marble  statue.     Beautiful  its  brow. 
And  beautiful  its  limbs ;  erect  it  itise 
in  aU  the  grandeur  of  unshackled  might  I 
In  one  hand  was  a  toreh,  and  in  the  other 
An  open  scroll,  wherein  it  seemed  to  read 
A  new  redemption  to  rgoicing  man. 

^FM?1>?^  p."*  beneath.-one  wonU-no  moreu. 

FHEEDOM  r  and  thousands  crowded  round  its  ftee, 
^gi«e  upon  the  image  of  that  power  ^ 

WJich  was  their  only  mistress  and  their  queen ! 

«h»t  tn'^if' *  '^  ^^f  ^'^"^  P»^»*=^  ^  Where  the  gate 
fihut  to  the  poor  and  opened  to  the  rich,  ^ 

As  ,f  a  diftrent  blood  had  swelled  their  veins, 
And  maiJcind  were  not  brothere?    They  wm  gone-. 
But  m  their  stead  a  comely  heap  was  raised 
Of  happy  homes;  the  clemitis  and  vine 

A  WJ!^?^*"***  "^""^  ^"'^  ^h««*  *t  times 
Noir^iSl     '^'^^T"-    N*>P«°^P^«  there; 
pLii^^^J""  *P™"^  ^~"  littleness  of  soul 
PoUuted  that  fair  landscape ;  there  at  once 
T^e^ts  daydream  of  the  Golden  Age, 
a*  War,  and  war's  twin^ister,  Mise^ 
D^ced  the  beauteous  earth,  was  realized ! 

AnnTob'*'*"'^  "'*^***  ^'^*"'  ^"^  ^^^c  ^^»  there, 
And  loves  no  stranger  ^vhere  contentment  is. 
oppression  had  gone  by,  and  with  it  fear ; 

For  r"*  "^"f.'^?'  *^*"«*  ^^"^  wanderer's  prayer, 

^L^]rv\  ?^*^  ^**  "^"^^  »»«r  reign  r 

Jjabour  no  longer  mourned  its  pilfered  fruits. 
Nor  spent  its  toil  for  others  I  ^ 

Rn^i.  o  •*  1  ^"^  the  scenes— 

^T^'.ul^  ^^  '"^^  «*»»"  Britain  be  I 
Which  IS  the  better?    Tell  me,  ye  faint  hearts, 

H?v^^K  •  """  u°^*"*  '"^^^  becanseVour  sires 

Of  rhJi^*^  ^^'^  '^"'  '^'^^oi.,  which  Is  best 
Of  these  two  sccnes-the  latter  or  the  first  ? 

rerehance  you  love  the  first,  because  your  lot 
•    '•cart  m  the  high  places ;  you  can  s^ 

^^IlVl   ***^  *"*  wretchedness  around, 
«or  give  the  poorest  boon  you  have  to  givc^l 
^ity  I  because  your  withere  are  unwruiil 
Then  pity  not  I  for,  as  the  rebel  waves 
Rnl!^.'*''^i?  ^"^'***'"  "^Pt"*'  «>  tJ>e  flood 

To  iSfSf w^^'^';^''  ^"^^  i»  ^"  '^  strong 
Tobewiihstowlbybairiewsuchasyours: 

L^tf^T/'*'^  ^  -^"^  it~Tben^ware 
^t  that  vast  current  sweep  you  not  away  I 
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Voltaire  was  justj  in  eommentiiig  upon  the  singular  degree  to  whicb 
societies  of  men  become  the  bond-slaves  of  mere  words.  They  persist  in 
fashioning  their  opinions  and  conduct  according  to  the  precept  of  » 
dogma^  or'  the  definition  of  an  adage^  either  of  which  has  long  since  lost 
all  fitness  to  the  objects  of  its  application^  Such  catch.words  and  nom^ 
de  guerre  resemble  the  camp-fires  cunningly  left  burning  by  a  retreating 
army ;  which  make  a  shew  of  a  great  host,  whereas  the  men^t-armsy 
horses,  and  baggage  have  betaken  themselves  elsewhere.  They  pecu. 
liarly  flourish  in  literature ;  in  which,  as  it  deals  with  men  through 
their  imagination  and  reflections  thus  indirectly  influencing  their  con* 
duct,  heresies  and  mistakes  are  not  necessarily  detected,  as  in  more 
practical  matters,  by  the  test  of  immediate  experiment.  Thus,  one  entire 
generation  continued,  in  defiance  of  much  weariness^  to  read  the  folio 
romances  of  Calprendde'and  his  compeers,  because  such  had  been  reputed 
delectable  and  courtly  by  the  previous  age.  For  a  hundred  years,  from 
a  similar  cause,  have  the  French,  in  spite  of  their  natural  feelings  and 
necessities,  been  adoring  the  models  of  their  classicisme ;  and  have 
only  in  the  present  day  discovered,  that  what  they  swallowed  for  bread 
was,  after  all,  but  a  stone.  The  pretension  of  a  religious  title,  in  many 
amusing  instances,  has  won  for  a  work  long  and  unquestioned  currency 
amongst  the  devout,  until  some  orthodox  inquirer  discovered,  to  the 
consternation  of  the  faithful,  that  it  was  bristling  with  damnable  here** 
sies*  And  in  England,  at  the  present  day,  our  works  of  imagination,  iiv 
spite  of  the  achievements  of  Scott  and  Edge  worth,  with  many  respe&«- 
table  persons  yet  labour  under  a  censure,  adhering  to  the  awful  term 
*'  Novel,"  which  was  uttered  with  less  injustice  during  the  period  when 
Monk  Lewis  and  the  Minerva  press  were  in  full  blow  and  activity. 

Most  peculiarly,  however,  is  the  error,  produced  by  attaching  in« 
flexible  meanings  to  such  changeable  matters,  to  be  remarked  in  the 
contradictory  position  of  our  Periodical  Literature.  It  is  still  customary 
to  speak  of  Journals  and  Magazines  as  of  things  trivial^  unimportant 
and  ephemeral*  This  is  the  more  curious,  inasmuch  as  the  immense  cir* 
culation  of  these  literary  teachers  proves,  either  that  in  practice  they 
are  otherwise  regarded,  or  that  (which  Heaven  forefend !)  two-thirds 
of  Ehglish  readers  have  grown  utterly  frivolous  and  distracted.  But 
the  advance  of  Periodicals  upon  the  territory  of  other  schools  has  been, 
comparatively  recent ;  their  predecessors  were  abundantly  insignificant ; 
accordingly,  while  natural  feeling  eagerly  devours  their  words,  old  habit 
stands  by  and  sneers,  even  while  the  bonne  louche  \^  between  the  lips. 
The  effect  of  this  inconsistency,  both  upon  those  who  write  and  those 
who  read,  is,  like  every  false  thing,  purely  mischievous ;  and,  since  the 
authority  and  diffusion  of  Periodical  works  are  destined,  unless  we 
mistake  the  signs  of  the  times,  to  wax  yet  stronger  and  wider,  and  to 
exercise  a  most  significant  influence  over  the  intellectual  prospects  of 
the  next  century,  we  shall  not  deem  the  time  misapplied  in  conveying 
to  our  readers  some  long-digested  thoughts  upon  the  subject. 

The  origin  of  our  literary  democracy  is,  as  we  have  remarked,  recent* 
It  is  not  half  a  century  since  the  public  had  nothing  more  fresh  or  sub- 
stantial in  this  line  than  the  doting  "  Gentleman's,"  or  still  more  vapid 
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and  colourless  "  Monthly."  Even  then  the  demand  for  something  bet- 
ter was  beginning  to  be  felt ;  but  such  newly-awakened  desires  were 
long  forced  to  be  contented  with  a  supply  provided  aooording  to  the  ex. 
pectations  of  our  earlier  time.  While  learning  was  confined  to  a  few^ 
and  the  pursuit  and  encouragement  of  letters  to  a  small  or  privileged 
dass^  the  members  of  which  were  compact  and  full  of  leisure,  and  chiefly 
dwellers  in  the  capital,  much  of  the  current  intellectual  coin  was  oniXJtf 
supplied  by  the  wits  and  orators,  each  in  his  respective  circle.  A  great 
contribution  was  also  made  to  the  sustenance  of  educated  society  by  the 
Drama  in  the  days  when  it  was  still  patronized  and  hoAovred.  The 
studious  sate  apart,  digesting  or  producing  solid  and  laborious  tomes. 
Great  works  were  ruminated  upon,  and  diligently  executed ;  while  the 
praise  of  a  small  but  understanding  circle,  the  favour  of  a  noble  M»ce- 
Has,  and  a  hope  of  posthumous  reputation,  were  incentive  and  reward. 
In  the  meantime,  the  lighter  spirits  were  shooting  about  on  all  sides, 
like  fire-flies ;  their  productions  were  seldom  immediately  published  ; 
but  easily  became  known  to  the  literary  world,  while  the  separation 
between  it  and  the  world  of  action  was  still  comparatively  distinct. 
Thus,  88  to  published  books,  although  many  a  graceful  and  right-merry 
performance  came  from  the  press,  grave  productions  constituted  tiie 
chief  part,  The  lighter  functions  of  letters  were  performed  within  the 
threshold  of  a  republic,  which  those  who  desired  to  enjoy  their  delights 
must  enter.  The  admission,  indeed,  was  not  for  the  many,  nor  did  they 
appear  to  desire  it.  This  was,  on  the  whole,  a  beautiful  system  :  a  kind 
of  priesthood  in  letters — at  least  for  its  privileged  members ; — ^and  most 
certainly  favourable  to  a  high,  if  not  the  highest,  development  of  talent. 
Yet  it  must  have  required  small  foresight  to  perceive  that,  so  soon  as 
fhe  minds  of  the  people  were  awakened,  it  must  be  broken  into  frag- 
ments, like  a  toy  in  the  hands  of  a  giant. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  cultivation  rapidly 
extended  its  limits.  Numerous  readers  appeared  amidst  classes  which 
a  growing  prosperity  began  to  exempt  from  the  necessity  of  perpetual 
toil ;  and  many,  to  whom  a  default  of  early  preparation  closed  the 
deeper  sources  of  literature,  did  nevertheless  demand  some  kind  of 
mental  pabulum  which  they  could  relish  and  digest.  In  proportion, 
moreover,  as  the  former  constitution  of  things  rapidly  fell  asunder,  was 
an  increasing  want  perceived  of  some  medium  of  communication  which 
might  still  unite  the  fioUowers  of  literary  or  scientific  pursuits.  From 
the  conflicting  demands  of  these  dissimilar  classes,  to  which  should  be 
added  those  of  idle  society,  the  first  magazines  appear  to  have  in  a  great 
measure  taken  their  rise.  Of  their  general  character  we  shall  only  re- 
mark, that  it  was  such  as  might  be  expected  to  flow  from  so  turbid  a 
source.  The  strangest  jumble  that  ever  human  absurdity  created  is  spread 
over  these  collections.  Learned  essays  and  riddles,  politics  and  epitaphs, 
dialogues  between  shepherds  and  shepherdesses,  patterns  of  new  gowns, 
and  questions  in  algebra,  form  a  total  of  the  most  wearisome  and  unsa- 
tisfying description.  They,  nevertheless,  did  their  allotted  duty  of 
preparing  the  public  to  demand  and  enjoy  something  better :  the  ad- 
vance of  judgment  and  fastidiousness  was  begun,  and  thus,  in  any  event, 
a  marked  change  was  at  hand.  But  a  sudden,  accelerating  impulse  was 
given  by  that  political  earthquake,  the  first  vibration  of  which  cast  free 
America,  the  second  uprooted  monarchy  and  Catholicism  in  France, — and 
of  which  the  throes  are  still  quivering  throughout  £urope.  The  prodi- 
gious magnitude  of  events,  their  rapid  succession,  and  startling  sadden- 
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nesBy  arouBed  the  most  recluse  from  converse  with  the  past,  to  eager 
sympathy  with  the  present.  A  tendency  towards  the  *  immediate  and 
practical  was  awakened  in  the  maturest  minds^  and  ineffaceably  im* 
pressed  upon  the  dispositions  of  a  new  generation  cradled  amidst  revo- 
lations.  A  disposition  boldly  speculative  and  questioning  was  at  the 
same  time  nurtured  or  implanted  ;  and  from  the  combination  of  these 
ingredients  arose  the  new  and  singular  flavour  of  our  literature.  At  the 
same  time,  the  dormant  intellect  of  classes  hitherto  obscure,  was  elec- 
trified through  the  chain  of  political  events ;  and  began  to  demand,  in 
all  things,  a  prominence  they  had  never  previously  claimed.  Thus  were 
the  minds  of  men  shaken  and  aroused  ;  and  it  is  needless  to  remark  that 
the  cravings  thus  awakened  were  not  long  confined  to  the  objects  which 
first  excited  them. 

Accordingly,  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  witnessed  a 
surprising  change  in  the  texture  of  literary  productions.  It  touches  not 
our  present  purpose  to  describe  the  army  of  strong  inteUects  which, 
arising  at  this  period,  at  once  effaced  the  footsteps  of  their  nearest 
predecessors,  or  struck  out  new  paths  in  invention.  It  is  to  the 
rapid  development  of  our  periodical  writings  that  we  must  address  our 
attention.  The  several  steps  of  their  advance  took  the  direction  of 
the  original  impulse.  From  newspapers,  wherein  literature  waited  on 
politics,  to  reviews,  in  which  politics  and  the  belles  lettres  were 
blended;  and,  lastly,  to  those  periodicals  in  which  the  latter  more 
exclusively  prevailed ;  we  discover,  at  every  step,  the  growing  freshness 
and  popularity  of  their  character.  The  national  mind  was  on  the  alert, 
and  the  substitution  of  public  patronage  to  the  fosterage  of  rank  finallly 
established.  The  numbers  of  readers  grew  and  waxed  great ; — ^the  rising 
activity  of  the  tier0  etat,  combined  with  the  spread  of  inquiry  and  edu- 
cation amidst  the  lower  classes,  accompanied,  if  not  outstripped,  the 
excitement  pervading  the  higher  orders  of  society. 

The  character  of  the  new  men  of  letters  was  also  materially  changed « 
Dependent  for  their  success  upon  the  suffrage  of  large  classes,  and  ob- 
servant of  the  rapidity  wherewith  one  topic  of  interest  strangled 
its  predecessor,  they  betook  themselves  strenuously  to  the  immediate 
requisitions  of  the  time,  or  obeyed  its  influence  in  the  mode  of  fashion^ 
ing  their  subjects.  Rapid  production,  energy  of  style,  strong  and  brief 
descripticm,  and  keen  research  into  the  workings  of  passion  and  thought, 
distingnisk  their  writings.  These,  reflecting  the  features  of  the  period, 
exercised  a  re-aetive  power  in  forwarding  their  further  development. 
The  students  and  teachers  of  an  older  school ;  the  laborious  and  retired 
man,  who  took  little  heed  of  passing  events,  amidst  his  reveries  over 
the  past ;  the  patient  and  placid  listener — ^these  had  disappeared :— or 
if  one  or  two  lingered  in  obscure  corners,  their  speech  was  unheard,  and 
the  eager  crowd  paid  no  attention  to  their  appesJs.  While,  generally, 
information  was  diffused,  the  number  of  deeply  book-learned  men  was 
materially  diminished;  and  the  several  subjects  wherewith  the  modem 
author  must  be  acquainted,  almost  inevitably  distracted  his  attention 
from  a  full  or  exclusive  stu^y.  Furthermore,  the  necessity  of  promp- 
titude to  secure  a  hearing,  forbade  any  long  deliberation  on  a  subject, 
or  curious  polish  in  its  dress.  Under  such  circumstances,  few  faultless 
works,  and  little  of  exemplary  style,  was  to  be  expected. 

*  This  position  may  seem  at  yariance  with  the  prevalence  of  system-buildera  at 
this  period ;  but  a  little  reflection  will  reconcile  the  difficulty,  and  of  the  truth  of 
the  observation,  the  present  aspect  of  England  affords  ample  proof. 
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Having  thus  rapidly  traced  the  general  outline  of  intellectual  histor]^ 
from  the  beghining  of  our  new  era^  let  us  now  examine  our  present  oon^ 
dition,  and  inquire  what  are  our  expectations  for  the  future  P 

The  first  thing  that  strikes  us  is  the  insatiable  avidity  of  readers*; 
their  numbers,  also,  are  as  the  sands :  no  man  can  count  them.  Their 
demands  are  incessant,  and  not  a  little  capricious.  A  desire  to  know  aU 
things,  attended  by  a  reluctance  to  labour  much  for  the  attainment  of 
that  knowledge ;  a  thirst  for  excitement,  and  the  most  agile  versatility 
of  taste ;  are  the  first  marked  features.  Besides  these,  we  discover  a 
love  of  the  practical,  (we  had  nearly.  Heaven  help  us !  said  sordid,)  in 
principle  and  performance ;  a  distrust  of  authority,  a  nervous  alarm-ism 
against  prejudices,  and  the  complacent  persuasion  repeated  in  every 
possible  form  to  the  old  strain : 

And,  truly,  were  there  nothing  in  life  of  importance  beyond  the  pur- 
chase of  agreeable  emotions,  the  attainment  of  provisions  and  oomforty 
and  the  destruction  of  whatever  •opposes  and  renders  insecure  these  ac 
quisitions ;  we  are,  at  last,  entitled  to  claim  some  such  praise.  But 
whether  these,  valuable  as  they  are,  be,  after  all,  the  only  things  need^ 
fttl,  is  a  question  which  may  reasonably  be  asked. 

And,  next,  of  our  writers  and  their  works.^  The  strong  men,  the  firsts 
born  of  our  time,  have  done  their  several  tasks,  and  retired  ;•  some  into 
silence,  many  into  the  grave.     These  have  been  succeeded  by  others  in- 
numerable, unlike  their  predecessors,  who  preserved  each  his  indepen- 
dence and  authority,  while  tinctured  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.     They 
are  in  a  very  great  measure  assiduous  labourers  for  the  monied  reward 
of  their  diligence  alone ;  and  thus  become  dexterous  followers  of  the 
multitude,  without  too  scrupulously  examining  what  is  the  character  of 
its  demands.     It  is,  therefore,  not  surprising,  that  the  intellectual  per^ 
formances  of  the  day  should  appear  trivial  and  fragmentary,  deficient 
in  dignified  strength  and   high-raised  endeavour;    that  themes  hastily 
grasped  should  be  carelessly  treated  ;  and  that  the  nobler  tones  of  ima-* 
gination  should  be  silent  amidst  such  a  tumult  and  competition.    Above 
all,  this  reference  of  every  thing  to  its  probable  vendibility,  has  enw 
eouraged  a  spirit  of  affectation  and  untruthfulness,  which,  together  with 
the  doctrines  of  a  pure  selfishness,  are  now  the  bane  of  our  literature. 
Its  general  tone  is  that  of  utter  mediocrity.    The  eagerness  of  our 
writers  obscures  the  most  talented  production  with  the  faults  of  a  breath- 
less haste,  while  the  fields  of  poetry  and  romance  are  inundated  by  a 
tery  deluge  of  imbecility,  the  effusions  of  myriad  idlers,  coxcombs^  or 
half-cultivated  persons,  who,  in  other  times,  would  never  have  dreamed 
of  wielding  a  pen.    Two  chief  besetting  sins  govern  the  creed  of  author- 
ship at  present.    The  first  assumes,  that  the  value  of  €rod's  noblest  gift 
to  man  is  only  to  be  measured  by  the  fitness  of  its  products  as  an  ex- 
change for  money,  when  brought  to  market.     Hence  precipitation,  dis- 
honest flattering  of  popular  passions,  ^nd  that  inborn  poverty  of  concep- 
tion which  is  the  punishment  of  an  unworthy  pursuit  of  literature.    And 
the  second  teaches  (authorship  having  thus  been  established  solely  as  » 
trade)  that  it  is  the  easiest  of  all  possible  trades,  requiring  no  prepara- 
tion, no  exclusive  dedication  of  the  mind,  no  peculiar  gifts,  nothing,  in 
short,  but  confidence,  fluency,  a  bookseller  to  print,  and  newspapers  to 
puff!    Thus  millions  of  paltry  ephemeras  arise  and  die  ;  and  so  much 
have  they  defiled  the  older  literary  costume,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  if  some  of  our  best  intellects,  scared  from  the  idea  of  separate  publi- 
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<Sfttion^  have  fled  for  shelter  and  respectable  company  to  the  lover  of 
periodical  journals. 

The  vast  immigration  into  the  reading  world  of  men  eager  for  know- 
ledge^ yet  unable  to  pursue  it  exclusively;  the  ambition^  moreover^ 
which  would  embrace  something  of  all  learnings  and  cannot^  therefore^ 
pause  to  Bobdue  each  subject  of  itself,  have  required  the  utterance  of 
science  and  philosophy  in  the  form  of  compendia  and  abstracts.  The 
lore  which  formerly  reposed  in  folios  and  prolix  treatises^  is  now  com^ 
pressed^  as  far  as  m»y  be^  into  current  volumes^  or  runs  through  the 
world  on  loose  sheets  A  corpus  omnis  historiiB,  and  a  twin.brother  in 
the  scientific  department,  are  rendered  companionable  in  twenty  duode- 
cimo tomes  each.  Sthics^  and  the  intellectual  sciences  are  studied  over 
our  coffee  through  ^he  medium  of  psychological  novels ;  and  magazines 
and  reviews  present,  in  a  thirty-page  article^  the  quintessence  of  years 
of  study.  Thus,  as  in  a  laboratory,  is  the  progress  of  transmutation 
going  on  around  us.  Many  of  its  effects  are  invaluable ;  but  all  that  it 
produces  is  not  gold. 

In  the  midst  of  so  much  hurry  and  research — ^few  being  willing  to 
labour,  and  all  disposed  to  learn — ^the  influence  committed  to  that  branch 
of  literature,  from  which  thousands  derive  their  chief  instruction  and 
spiritual  nutriment,  is  necessarily  immense.  And  that  this  is  not  more 
generally  recognised^  strongly  proves  that  supremacy  of  words  which  was 
noticed  at  the  beginning  of  these  remarks.  Periodicals  are  still  by  many 
treated  as  the  eUcetera  and  adjectives  of  literature,  because  such  was  their 
early  position;  and  the  name  once  given,  remains  unaltered.  This  is  a 
strange  and  injurious  folly.  A  few  words  will  suflSice  to  show  how  impor. 
tant  it  is  that  the  holders  of  so  much  influence  should  be  encouraged  by 
the  stimulus  of  a  suitable  reputation,  to  fulfil  their  task  in  a  right  spirit. 
The  present,  though  unprecedentedly  a  reading,  is  yet  anything  rather 
than  a  studious  age ;  the  culture  once  sought  in  cloisters  and  libraries 
is  now  by  thousands  drawn  from  these  periodical  writings  :  accordingly, 
some  of  the  best  talent  of  the  day  is  busied  in  preparing  them ;  and 
thus  making  popular  the  result  of  their  learning  or  genius.  To  a  vast 
number  of  inquiries,  many  questions,  affecting  the  wisdom  and  spiritual 
furtherance  of  mankind,  must  be  resolved  by  these  organs,  or  remain  un- 
answered. Furthermore,  it  is  to  their  care  that  the  charge  of  watching 
over  the  public  taste,  at  a  time  when  such  guardianship  is  peculiarly 
needed,  is  mainly  committed.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  commentators  and 
expositors  of  whatever  occurs  in  the  departments  of  action  or  thought; 
is  it  then  a  light  or  trifling  charge  that  they  have  to  fulfil  ? 

The  uprising  of  this  fourth  estate  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  increas- 
ing demands  of  the  new  tribes  who,  in  the  present  age,  are  strongly  in- 
vading  and  conquering  the  regions  of  mental  culture.  Nor  is  it  strange, 
that  the  vivid  and  compact  form  which  instruction,  in  deference  to  their 
necessities,  assumes,  should  also  captivate  those  who  enjoy  the  means  of 
more  deliberate  reading.  Toil  is  rarely  loved  for  its  own  sake ;  and  a 
certain  modicum,  easily  won,  will  ever  be  preferred  by  the  many,  to  the 
object  of  a  more  laborious  attainment.  This  tendency,  nevertheless, 
must  find  its  extreme  limit ;  and  a  separation  must  ultimately  take  place 
between  several  classes  of  readers,  according  to  their  means  and  neces- 
sities. At  present  there  is  no  perceptible  distinction;  all  appear  to 
join  in  the  chase  of  commodious,  varied  and  portable,  if  not  superficial, 
instruction  and  intellectual  enjoyment. 

We  regard  this  as  an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  moral  occurrences 
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of  our  time.  We  exult  in  the  mental  Activity  which  surrounds  lis.  We 
mighty  indeed^  pray  that^  if  possible^  it  should  busy  itself  with  excellent 
and  beautiful  objects  alone ;  but  it  would  ill  become  us,  as  periodical 
writers,  to  repine  at  the  conditions  to  which  our  influence  is  attached. 
One  thing,  moreover,  is  certain : — the  impulse  is  given  ; — into  the  old 
channels  of  culture  and  discipline,  the  bulk  of  the  onward  current  of  mind 
wiU  assuredly  flow  no  more ; — it  therefore  remains  to  give  such  a  direc- 
tion to  its  present  course  as  shall  lead  to  what  is  worthy,  and  pure,  and 
faithful.  How  far  this  great  object  shall  be  attained  in  the  present  fever- 
ish and  provisional  state  of  our  literature,  will,  we  conceive,  mainly  depend 
upon  the  greater  or  less  degree  of  sincere  endeavour  on  the  part  of  our 
periodical  essayists. 

According  to  this  view,  the  responsibility  attaching  to  our  profession 
is  most  important.  We  consider  its  duties  as  no  light  or  perfunctory 
undertaking :  we  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  performing  them  in  an 
earnest,  nay,  almost  religious,  spirit  of  truthfulness  ;  and  we  consider 
any  deviation  from  singleness  and  dignity  of  purpose,  any  indication  of 
a  venal  or  temporizing  spirit,  as  mischievous  and  criminal.  With  all  this. 
Heaven  forefend  that  we  should  be  mistaken  as  recommending  dulncs^ 
or  severity ;  they  are  neither  expedient  nor  needful ;  ridentem  dicere 
verum  quis  vetat  ? — there  is  more  wisdom  in  a  smile,  than  in  a  whole 
winter  of  frowns ;  and  he  is  but  half  an  adept  whom  divine  philosophy 
hath  made  a  cynic  or  a  murmurer.  But  we  would  exact,  as  an  indispen. 
sable  condition,  that  clear  honesty,  and  the  spirit  of  reverence  for  all 
good  things,  should  preside  over  every  utterance  in  these  pages,  whether 
grave  or  sportive. 

We  had  designed,  as  a  conclusion  to  this  article,  to  subjoin  a  few  de- 
tailed remarks  upon  the  track  to  be  followed  by  those  true-hearted 
writers,  who  really  desire,  in  the  present  agony  of  our  literature,  to  sus- 
tain the  good  cause,  and  to  anticipate,  as  far  as  may  be  done,  the  pros- 
pects  of  the  coming  time.  The  theme,  however,  will  demand  more 
development  than  our  present  limits  allow;  we  shall,  therefore,  defer 
our  observations  upon  this  interesting  subject  until  a  future  period. 


History  op  Europe  during  the  French  Revolution.  Embracing  the 
Period  from  the  Assembly  of  the  Notables,  in  1789,  to  the  Establish- 
ment  of  the  Directory,  in  1795.  By  Archibald  Alison,  F.R.S.E.,  Ad- 
vocate. William  Blackwood,  Edinburgh  ;  and  T.  Cadell,  Strand, 
London.     1833. 

The  great  French  Revolution  is  a  subject  on  which  it  is  hardly  pos. 
sible  to  write  too  much.  The  herald  of  that  new  social,  order,  before 
which  the  cumbrous  forms  of  the  ancient  world  are  gradually  tumbling 
and  disappearing  beneath  the  waters — ^and,  therefore,  by  its  very  nature, 
pregnant  with  instruction  to  aU  future  time, — its  phenomena  were  yet  so 
multiplied,  so  complex  and  unprecedented,  that  we  doubt  if  mankind 
will  be  able  to  take  in  their  moral,  until  again  awakened  to  intelligence 
by  their  partial  or  entire  repetition.  There  was  thus  not  merely  room, 
but  vast  need  for  a  new  analysis  of  the  events  of  these'lFearful  years ; 
and  we  should  have  especially  rejoiced  at  the  publication  of  this  work, 
had  it  been  as  remarkable  for  sagacity  as  it  is  distinguished  by  talent, — 
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if>  spearing  as  it  does  at  a  season  perhaps  the  most  threatening  which 
has  yet  passed  over  Great  Britain,  it  had  contained  as  much  to  correct 
aa  muek  to  iflBtruct,  as  it  assuredly  contains  to  foster  and  inflame  the 
prejadioes  of  a  class  wko>  we  are  beginning  to  suspect^  are  fated  never 
to  acquire  political  or  social  wisdom ;  but^  to  be  set  up  like  our  own 
Stuarts  as  beacons  to  after  age8>  famited  into  foreign  lands  in  punish- 
ment of  their  malignant  passions,  and  finally  exterminated  from  the 
earth  ! 

Over  the  progress  and  development  of  this  mighty  events  Mr.  Alison 
has  cast  upon  the  whole  a  discriminating  glance  ;  and  his  narrative  is  an 
eloquent  one,  and  often  endowed  with  picturesque  interest.  The  char« 
acter  of  the  Revolution,  even  to  its  excesses,  may  be  deduced  from  the 
mission  to  which  France  was  unexpectedly  called.  Whatever  the  an-» 
cient  qualities  of  feudalism,  and  its  merits  in  signalizing  and  illustrating 
humanity,  during  times  in  which  it  .appears  to  have  constituted  the  high* 
est  and  purest  ambition  of  its  peerless  chevaliers^  to  commit  murder  on 
behalf  of  any  ambiguously-reputed  damsel  whom  it  pleased  them  to  up-* 
hold  as  sans  reproche, — it  was  manifest,  on  the  assembling  of  the  States 
General,  that  its  entire  fabric  was  doomed ;  because,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  French  nation,  there  no  longer  seemed  glory,  virtue,  or  devotion 
in  submitting  to  be  oppressed.  Neckar,  indeed,  was  shallow  enough  to 
term  that  epoch  a  mere  financial  crisis ;  and  the  small  critics  of  the  pre- 
sent day  talk  as  if  evil  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  gracious  agree* 
ment  of  the  Church  and  the  Noblesse  to  share  with  the  "  rabble"  in  bear, 
lag  the  burdens  of  the  State ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  the  proposal  to  make 
the  privileged  orders  conform  in  thus  far  to  the  principles  of  common 
Justice,  was,  in  their  eyes,  equivalent  to'a  threatening  of  destruction  to 
all  for  which  their  privileges  were  of  moment, — it  was  a  "  democratic" 
and  "  anarchical''  proposal, — ^it  went  to  "  undermine  the  foundations  of 
social  order,"  to  deprive  France  of  all  that  made  it  valuable  and  esti- 
mable as  a  country  to  fight  for,  or  to  live  in  ;  and,  therefore,  they  stood 
out  in  utter  and  uncompromising  hostility  to  reform,  and  took  up  a  posi- 
tion upon  the  perilous  principle,  that  they  would  either  pay  no  taxes — or 
perish.  This  was  the  commencement  of  the  conflict ;  and  after  for  a 
while  agitating  the  interior  of  the  country  where  it  arose,  it  spread  over 
all  Europe,  and  its  memorials  are  now  found  in  many  lands,  from  the 
lines  of  the  Lusitanian  mountains,  to  the  Red  Sea  and  the  plains  of 
Moscow.  The  conflict  was  inevitable,  and  necessarily  tremendous.  All 
corrupt  purposes,  all  false  and  immoral  associations  within  the  bosom  of 
France, — all  despotisms  and  aristocracies  without,  perceived  that  the 
time  had  come  for  what  they  called  their  ThermopylsB ;  and  in  truth 
they  fought  it  bravely,  although  with  a  success  which  should  be  sadly 
ominous  of  the  final  issue  of  their  cause.  France,  meanwhile,  made  un- 
paralleled efforts ;  and  who,  with  a  head  to  comprehend  the  position  of 
the  country,  and  a  soul  to  bear  witness  to  the  heroism  of  an  enemy,  can 
withhold  admiration  from  the  spectacle  of  a  people  defying  and  combating 
single-handed  all  the  despotisms  and  hateful  principles  on  the  surface  of 
the  globe,  and  bearing  themselves  undauntetl,  amid  circumstances  by  ten 
degrees  more  dismal  than  those  which  overtook  Rome  on  the  disastrous 
day  of  Cannes.  They  tell  us  of  excesses ;  they  suspend  before  us  with  mi- 
serable malignity  the  minutest  delineation  of  the  Revolution's  horrors ; 
they  gloat  over  the  prison  massacres,  with  minds  as  murderous  and  in- 
human as  those  of  the  most  fiendish  wretches  who  perpetrated  these  enor- 
mities ;   but  in  making  up    their  historic  catalogues,  the  defenders  are 
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forgotten^  while  the  visage  of  every  murderer  is  illustrated ;  and  there  is 
seldom  mention  of  the  virtue  of  a  Carnot,  whilst  of  a  St.  Just,  a  Marat, 
or  a  Robespierre^  we  hear  no  end.  Excesses !  How  without  excesses 
could  such  a  revolution  have  been  achieved  ?  Nature^  faithful  in  common 
to  the  law  decreeii^  that  a  great  parturition  is  accompanied  by  pain, 
made  no  exception  in  a  case  which  tended  to  the  regeneration  of  the 
modern  world.  The  change  of  social  configuration  induced  temporary 
derangement, — and  to  the  working-classes  it  was  thus  necessarily  pro- 
ductive of  extreme,  though  transient  distress  ;  and  what  wonder  should 
it  be,  if  temporary  depression  was  charged  for  the  moment  upon  the 
tardiness  of  the  legislature,  or  if  reactions  took  place  against  those 
very  rights  of  property  and  that  independence  of  industry  which  it  was 
the  main  object  of  the  Revolution  to  assert !  The  man  who  looks  with  a. 
charitable  and  intelligent  eye  over  circumstances,  will  find  nothing  in- 
explicable^  but  much  to  be  paUiated  in  the  tumultuous  progress  of  these 
years ;  and  our  most  intelligent  and  considerate  historians  have  accord- 
ingly solicited  for  the  actors  in  them  our  indulgent  judgment — taking  it 
as  the  ground  of  their  appeal  that  it  were  verily  a  bold  deed,  to  predi- 
cate concerning  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  the  best  of  us,  amid  the 
confounding  whirlwind  of  revolutions. 

Let  us  recall  a  few  of  the  more  remarkable  occurrences  of  these  ex- 
traordinary times.  When  the  States  General  were  assembled,  and  the 
Tiers  Etat  enabled,  by  the  firm  conduct  of  Neckar,  to  assume  in  that 
assembly  something  of  the  authority  due  to  them,  the  attention  of  France- 
was  directed  solely  to  practical  reforms ;  and  she  was  compelled  to  rush 
unprepared,  upon  what  turned  out  the  hazardous  experiment  of  large 
organic  changes,  only  by  the  utter  obstinacy  and  judicial  blindness  of 
the  castes  who  had  hitherto  trod  upon  her  neck.  None  of  us  can  have 
forgotten  the  cause  of  the  first  break  between  the  Court  and  the  Assem- 
bly^  and  how  wantonly  they  entered  upon  a  quarrel  who  had  neither 
power  nor  spirit  to  sustain  it.  The  pencil  of  the  artist  has  preserved  for 
after  ages,  the  very  lineaments  of  the  enthusiastic  oath  of  the  Tennis  Court ; 
and  the  crash  of  the  Bastile  will  yet  have  its  echo  in  the  fall  of  many 
thrones.  The  little  dandified  smile-hunters  who  vied  for  distinction  in 
the  arts  of  court  grimace,  saw  indeed  but  a  small  way  into  the  events 
they  were  inviting,  when  they  hurried  upon  that  fearful  collision.  They  were 
indeed  hazarding  a  conflict  in'which  lordly  qualifications  at  the  dice-table,  or 
agreeableness  in  anti-chambers  and  bed-chambers,  would,'  if  they  had  un- 
derstood it,  have  given  few  hopes  of  superiority ;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact, 
and  one  pregnant  with  meaning,  that  never  during  the  diversified  progress 
and  various  fates  of  the  after-revolution — not  even  by  the  restoration 
which  foreign  arms  succeeded  in  imposing  upon  France,  were  the  classes 
with  whom  the  confusions  originated  ever  thought  of  being  raised  out 
of  the  dust  in  which  they  were  trampled  by  an  indignant  people.  De- 
fiance sounds  wonderfully  brave,  but  a  prudent  man  will  count  the  cost ; 
and  here  was  the  entire  fabric  of  an  old  feudalism  levelled  to  the 
ground,  just  because  reason  knocked  in  vain  at  its  portals.  Good  has 
doubtless  accrued  to  France,  even  from  that  grievous  blunder — ^good, 
far  out-balancing  the  vast  mass  of  suffering  it  doomed  her  to  under- 
go ;  and  we  have  so  much  confidence  in  the  final  extrication  of  happiness 
from  amongst  whatever  confusion  and  disorders  it  may,  by  wicked  men, 
lie  for  the  moment  involved  withal,  that  should  any  other  nation  be  ever 
urged  upon  similar  extremities,  we  are  assured  that  the  result  must  also 
be  a  triumph,  and  a  permanent  enfeebling  of  the  powers  of  disturbance 
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itnil  evi].    Mr,  Alison  thus  recapitulates  the  doings  of  the  Constituent 
Assembly. 

"  Such  is  the  history  of  the  Constituent  Assembly  of  France— an  Assembly  which, 
amidst  much  good,  has  produced  more  eTil  than  any  which  has  ever  existed  in  the 
world.  Called  to  the  highest  destinies,  intrusted  with  the  noblest  duties,  it  was 
looked  to  as  commencing  a  new  era  in  modem  civilization ;  as  regenerating  an  empire 
^^y  with  feudal  corruption,  but  teeming  with  popular  energy.  How  it  accom- 
plished the  task  is  now  ascertained  by  experience.  Time)  the  great  vindicator  of 
truth,  has  unfolded  its  errors,  and  illustrated  ita  virtues. 

<*  The  great  evils  which  afflicted  France  were  removed  by  its  exertions.  Liberty 
of  religious  worship,  but  imperfectly  provided  for  in  1737,  was  secured  in  its  fullest 
extent ;  torture,  and  the  punishment  of  the  wheel,  abolished ;  trial  by  jury,  publi* 
city  of  criuiinal  proceedings,  the  examination  of  witnesses  before  the  accused,  counsel 
for  his  defence,  fixed  by  law ;  the  ancient  parliaments,  the  fastnesses  of  prejudice  and 
partiality,  suppressed,  and  one  unifoim  system  of  criminal  jurisprudence  established ; 
iettres  de  C€Uihet  annihilated  ;  exemption  from  taxation  on  the  part  of  the  nobles  and 
the  clergy  extinguished ;  an  equal  system  of  taxation  established  through  the  whole 
kingdom ;  the  most  oppressive  imposts,  those  on  salt  and  tobacco,  the  taille,  and  the 
tithes,  suppressed;  the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  the  feudal  burdens,  abolished. 
France  owes  to  the  Constituent  Assembly  the  doubtful  experiment  of  National 
Guards ;  the  opening  of  the  army  to  courage  and  ability  from  every  class  of  society ; 
and  the  division  of  landed  property  among  the  poor, — the  greatest  benefit  when  not 
brought  about  by  injustice  or  the  spoliation  of  others,  which  can  be  conferred  upon  a 
nation.  The  beneficial  effect  of  these  changes  was  speedily  demonstrated  by  the  con- 
sequences of  the  errors  into  which  her  government  subsequently  fell.  They  enabled 
the  nation  to  bear,  and  to  prosper  under,  accumulated  evils,  any  one  of  which  would 
have  extinguished  the  national  sti'eiigth  under  the  monarchy — national  bankruptcy, 
depreciated  assignats,  civil  divisions,  the  Reign  of  Terror,  foreign  invasion,  the  con- 
scription of  Napoleon,  subjugation  by  Europe. 

*^  The  errors  of  the  Constituent  Assembly  have  produced  consequences  equally  im- 
portant, some  still  more  lasting.  By  destroying,  in  a  few  months,  the  con^ititution 
of  a  thousand  years,  they  set  afloat  all  the  ideas  of  men,  and  spread  the  fever  of  inno- 
vation universally  throughout  the  empire; — by  confiscating  the  property  of  the 
church,  they  gave  a  fatal  precedent  of  injustice,  too  closely  followed  in  future  years  ; 
exasperated  a  large  and  influential  class,  and  dissolved  public  manners,  by  leaving' 
the  seeds  of  war  between  the  clergy  and  the  people ; — by  establishing  the  right  of 
universal  suffrage,  and  conferring  the  nomination  of  all  offices  of  trust  upon  the  na- 
tion, they  habituated  the  people  to  the  exercise  of  powers  inconsistent  with  the  mo- 
narchical form  of  goyemment  which  they  themselves  had  established,  and  which  the 
new  possessors  were  incapable  of  exercising  with  advantage.  They  diminished  the 
influence  of  the  crown  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  it  incapable  of  controlling  the 
people ;  and  left  the  kingdom  a  prey  to  factions,  arising  out  of  the  hasty  changes 
which  they  had  introduced.  Finally,  by  excluding  themselves  from  the  next  Assembly, 
they  deprived  France  of  all  the  benefit  of  their  experience,  and  permitted  their  suc- 
cessors to  commence  the  same  circle  of  error  and  innovation,  to  the  danger  of  which 
they  had  been  too  late  awakened." 

Some  of  the  above  criticisms  are  acute  and  true — others  erroneous  in 
principle,  but  tolerably  accurate  in  so  far  as  regards  temporary  effects. 
What  Mr.  Alison  says  respecting  the  break  with  the  Church,  was  fully 
shewn  to  be  well-founded  on  the  opening  of  the  next  or  Legislative  As- 
sembly. It  has  often  been  alleged  that  no  union  can  take  place  between 
Church  and  State  without  corruption  accruing  to  the  Church ;  but  the 
converse  proposition  is  equally  time,  that  no  such  connexion  can  exist, 
without  the  Church  doing  its  best  to  retard  and  bewilder  the  State. 
While  the  monopoly  is  to  be  fattened,  who  so  good  subjects  as  monopolists? 
but  when  we  talk  of  modification,  there  is  an  end  of  lealty.  In  every 
reforming  age,  we  are  sure,  under  such  circumstances,  to  meet  with 
crowds  of  the  prolific  family  of  the  Philpottses ;  and  when  we  say  that, 
we.deem  we  have  reached  a  climax.  Mr.  Alison  will  tell  us  more  minutely 
of  the  disinterestedness  of  these  holy  demagogues,  and  how  well  they 
succeeded  in  driving  away  repose  from  their  country — a  lesson  not  at 
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present  inapt,  but  which  will  surprise  nobody  who  comprehen  Is  the  true 
philosophy  of  our  own  Coercion  Bill. 

**  The  ftrst  serioiu  contest  of  the  new  Assembly  was  with  the  emig^rsnts  and  tht 
clergy.  By  one  flagrant  act  of  injustice,  the  Constittient  Assembly  had  left  the  see^ 
of  eternal  discord  between  the  Reyolutionaiy  party  and  the  Church.  The  suflerera, 
naturally,  were  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  roase  the  people  to  support  their 
cause.  The  bishops  and  priests  exerted  all  their  influence  to  stimulate  the  country 
population  ;  and  they  succeeded,  especially  in  the  western  proriuccs,  in  producing  a 
most  powerful  sensation.  Circular  letters  were  despatched  to  the  cur^  of  the  parishes^ 
and  instructions  generally  transmitted  to  the  people.  The  constitutional  clergy  were 
there  represented  as  irregular  and  unholy;  their  perfomance  of  the  sacraments  ion 
pious  and  nugatory ;  marriage  by  them  as  nothing  but  concubinage ;  Divine  ven* 
geanoe  as  likely  to  follow  an  attendance  on  their  servioe.  Roused  by  these  represen- 
tations, the  rural  population  in  the  districts  of  Calvados,  Gevandan,  and  La  Vend£e, 
broke  into  open  disturbances.** 

The  Legislative  Assembly  thus  found  itself,  on  its  first  meeting,  sur^ 
rounded  by  new  difficulties,  and  most  patent  treasons.  Instead  of  being 
permitted  to  aim  at  the  consolidation  and  correction  of  the  labours 
of  its  predecessor,  it  was  urged  irresistibly  upon  prolonged  conflicts^ 
Distracted  by  the  dangers  thickening  at  home,  and  openly  menaced  by 
hostile  preparations  on  its  frontier,  the  consideration  was  again  forced 
upon  it,  as  to  the  means  of  achieving  its  own  security,  and  providing  for 
the  independence  of  France.  A  great  question  immediately  arose.  Tfie 
eyes  of  Frenchmen  turned  upon  the  throne.  It  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  imbecile  King,  led  by  his  artful  spouse,  formed  the  moral  rally« 
ing  point  of  the  disafl:ected  ;  and  grave  suspicions  spread  abroad  con-, 
cerning  the  existence  of  secret  correspondences  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  permanence  of  the  benefits  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  impossible 
to  avoid  sympathy  for  the  hard  fate  of  Louis ;  but  no  man  will  allege 
that  the  continuance  of  his  liberty  would  have  been  other  than  sure  de^ 
struction  to  the  new  order  of  things.  Mr.  A]is<m,  and  the  bit.by.bit 
people,  object,  doubtless,  and  deluge  us  with  talk  abou  tthe  possibility  of 
a  composition.  The  idea  is  a  pure  vision.  Even  Mirabeau's  scheme,  far 
more  Bouille's,  must  have  turned  out  an  abortion.  The  cowardly  and  ig. 
uorant  Noblesse  had  fled  to  the  frontier,  with  the  gasconade  of  regaining 
their  privileges  by  force ;  and  they  would  not  have  submitted,  even  had 
the  French  people  been  pliable.  Assuredly,  when  that  sword  was  drawn^ 
its  scabbard  was  cast  away !  From  the  death  of  the  King,  however,  we 
may  justly  date  the  commencement  of  horrors.  The  agitation,  already 
productive  of  deep  distress,  now  put  an  entire  stop  to  credit,  commerce, 
and  industry ;  and  the  operatives,  urged  by  want^  were  easily  reconciled 
to  violence  and  spoliation.  Starvation  is  no  great  enlightener  of  the 
reason  or  purifier  of  the  heart ;  and  the  masses  of  squalid  misery  which 
accumulated  so  fearfully  in  Paris,  were  quite  fit  instruments  for  the 
purposes  of  the  most  abandoned  caitiffs.  The  eloquent  and  ill-fated 
Gironde — a  party  not  more  renowned  for  its  misfortunes,  than  illustrious 
for  the  virtue  which  sustained  them  with  more  than  Roman  constancy 
— fell  easily  under  the  denunciations  of  a  Marat ;  and  that  Reign  of 
Terror  commenced  which  will  assuredly  be  an  object  of  fear  and 
astoundment  so  long  as  history  endures.  Patriotism  passed  rapidly  into 
cowardice.  Instead  of  aiming  at  the  salvation  of  France,  it  became  the 
leading  aim  of  public  men  to  prolong  immunity  for  their  individual 
crimes ;  but  although  the  demoniac  policy  bore  on  in  triumph  for  a  time, 
the  good  principles  of  the  Nation  regained  ascendency,  and  consigned 
its  Robespierres  to  their  doom. 
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Materials  are  in  these  volumes  for  a  large  ^\%h  of  horrors ; — we  think 
our  readers  will  feel  obliged  by  our  sparing  them.  It  will  be  more  accep- 
table  and  instructive  to  dwell  for  a  moment  on  a  few  of  those  brilliant 
deeds^  and  to  contemplate  those  heroic  natures  which  th^  exalted  suffer. 
ing  of  the  period  summoned  into  being ;  and  there  were  many  of  them 
truly  so  great,  end  so  distinguished,  that  even  the  Reign  of  Terror  is 
unable  to  conceal  their  splendour.  First,  we  shall  introduce  the  tale  of 
the  Gironde — a  party  whom  Mr.  Alison  well  illustrates,  although  con. 
strained  to  underrate  their  policy  ;  and  who  have  often  been  the  butt  of 
the  anathemas  of  blustering  and  truculent  ruffians,  with  whom  all  legi- 
timacy is  truth,  and  nothing  truth  beyond  the  pale  of  legitimacy, — 
ruffians,  compelled  by  their  own  base  and  cowardly  instincts,  to  con- 
demn misfortune  as  a  crime,  and  measure  demerit  by  the  weakness  or 
the  failure  of  its  subject.  Failure !  do  we  say  ?  The  Gironde  has  not 
failed.  The  failure  was  for  the  moment— the  triumph  is  safe  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  future. 

**  The  Girondists  were  the  philosophers  of  the  Reyoliition.  Their  ideas  were  grand 
and  generous,  drawn  from  the  heroes  of  Greece  and  Rome,  or  the  more  enlarged 
philanthropy  of  modem  times;  their  principles  those  which  gave  its  early  popularity, 
and  its  immense  celebrity,  to  the  Revolntion.  But  they  judged  of  others  by  them- 
selves !  their  ruinons  error  consisted  in  supposing  that  the  multitude  could  be  regulated 
by  the  motives  which  influenced  their  own  conduct.  An  abstract  sense  of  justice,  a 
passion  for  general  equality,  a  repugnance  for  violent  goyemments,  distinguished  their 
counsels ;  but  yet  from  their  measures  has  sprung  the  most  oppressive  tyranny  of 
modem  times.  Powerful  in  raising  the  tempest,  they  were  feeble  and  irresolute  in 
allaying  it ;  invincible  in  suffering,  heroic  in  death,  they  were  destitute  of  the  energy 
and  practical  experience  requisite  to  avert  disaster.  The  democrats  supported  them, 
as  long  as  they  urged  forward  the  Revolution,  and  became  their  bitterest  enemy,  as 
soon  as  they  strove  to  allay  its  fury.  They  were  constantly  misled,  by  expecting 
that  intelligence  was  to  be  found  among  the  lower  orders,  that  reason  and  justice 
would  prevail  with  the  multitude ;  and  as  constantly  disappointed  by  experiencing  the 
invariable  ascendent  of  passion  or  interest  among  their  popular  supporters  :  the 
usual  error  of  elevated  and  generous  minds,  and  which  so  frequently  unfits  them  ibr 
actual  administration  of  affnii-s.  Their  tenets  would  have  led  them  to  support  the 
constitutional  throne,  but  they  were  unable  to  stem  the  torrent  of  democratical  fury, 
and  compelled,  to  avert  still  greater  disasters,  to  concur  in  many  cruel  measures, 
alike  contrary  to  their  wishes  and  their  principles.  The  leaders  of  this  party  were 
Vergniaud,  Brissot,  and  Roland ;  men  of  poweifnl  eloquence,  generous  philanthropy, 
and  Roman  firmness  ;  who  knew  how  to  die,  but  not  to  live ;  who  perished,  because 
they  wanted  the  aud:icity  and  wickedness  requisite  for  success  in  a  Revolution. 

<*  The  Girondists  had  no  point  of  assemblage,  like  the  welMlsciplined  forces  of 
their  advei'saries ;  but  their  leaders  frequently  met  at  the  parties  of  Madame  Roland, 
where  all  the  elegance  which  the  Revolution  had  left,  and  all  the  talent  which  it  had 
developed,  were  wont  to  assemble.  This  remarkable  woman,  by  the  concurring  tes- 
timony of  all  her  contemporaries,  exercised  a  powerfid  influence  over  the  fortunes  of 
the  Revolution.  The  fire  of  her  genius,  the  M-armth  of  her  feelings,  the  eloquence  of 
her  language,  enabled  her  to  maintain  an  undisputed  ascendency  even  over  the 
greatest  men  in  Prance.  She  lived  to  lament  the  crimes  perpetrated  in  the  name  of 
liberty,  and  died  a  victim  to  her  conjugal  fidelity :  evincing,  in  her  last  moments,  a 
degree  of  intrepidity  rarely  paralleled  even  in  the  annals  of  female  heroism,  and  which, 
had  it  been  general  in  her  party,  might  have  stifled  the  Reign  of  Terror  in  its  birth. 

«<  Vergniaud  was  the  most  eloquent  speaker  of  his  party,  but  he  had  not  the  vigour 
or  resolution  requisite  for  the  leader  of  a  party  in  troubled  times.  Passion,  in  gene- 
ral, had  little  influence  over  his  mind  :  he  was  humane,  gentle,  and  benevolent ; 
difficult  to  rouse  to  exertion,  and  still  more  to  be  convinced  of  the  wickedness,  either 
of  his  adversaries,  or  a  large  part  of  his  supporters.  But  when  great  occasions  arose, 
and  the  latent  energy  of  his  mind  was  roused,  he  poured  forth  his  generous  thoughts 
in  streams  of  eloquence,  which  never  have  been  equalled  in  the  French  Assembly.  It 
was  no^like  that  of  Mirabeau,  broken  and  emphatic,  adapted  to  the  changing  tern- 
per  of  the  audience  he  addressed ;  but  uniformly  elegant,  sonorous,  and  flowing, 
swelling  at  times  into  the  highest  strains  of  impassioned  oratory.     That  such  a  maq 
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should  hare  been  unable  to  rule  the  Conrention,  only  proves  how  unfitabodj,  desCcd 
as  they  were,  is  to  rule  the  destinies  of  a  great  nation. 

^  Guadet  was  more  animated  than  Vergniaud  :  he  seized  with  more  readiness  the 
changes  of  the  moment,  and  preserved  his  presence  of  mind  more  completely  during 
the  stormy  discns^ons  of  the  Assembly.  Gensonne,  with  inferior  talents  for  speak- 
ing, was,  nevertheless,  looked  up  to  as  a  leader  of  his  party  from  his  firmness  and  ra- 
soltttion  of  character.  Barbarous,  a  native  of  the  South  of  France,  brought  to  the 
atrife  of  faction  the  ardent  temperament  of  his  sunny  climate  ;  resolute,  sagacious,  and 
daring,  be  early  divined  the  bloody  designs  of  the  jacobins,  but  was  unable  to  prerail 
on  his  associates  to  adopt  the  desperate  measures  which  he  soon  foresaw  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  give  them  anything  like  an  equality  in  the  strife.* 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  Their  trial  and  condemnation  took  place  in  October,  before  the  Revolutiooary  Tri- 
bunal. The  Convention  passed  a  decree  authorizing  their  trial;  the  indictment 
against  them  was  general,  but  its  specific  chart^^es  affi'cted  only  five  or  six  of  the  ac- 
cused. They  insisted  upon  the  right  of  separate  defence  ;  the  Jacobins,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety,  and  the  Convention,  held  this  demand  decisive  evidence  of  a  new 
conspiracy.  To  obviate  its  supposed  danger,  and  guard  against  the  effect  of  the  well- 
known  eloquence  of  the  accused,  which  had  already  strongly  moved  the  audience,  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal,  after  the  trial  had  proceeded  some  days,  obtained  from  the 
Convention  a  decree,  authorizing  them  to  convict  and  pass  sentence,  as  soon  as  they 
were  convinced  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  whether  they  had  been  heard  in  their  c/e- 
fence  or  not. 

<<  The  grounds  of  the  accusation  were  of  the  most  contemptible  kind  ;  Chaiunette 
recounted  all  the  struggles  of  the  Municipality  with  the  Cote  Droit,  without  adding  a 
single  fact  that  could  inculpate  the  accused  ;  the  wretch,  Hcbert,  recounted  the  parti- 
culars of  his  arrest  by  the  Commission  of  Twelve  ;  and  alleged  thai  Roland  had  en- 
deavoured  to  corrupt  the  public  writers,  by  offering  to  buy  up  his  obscene  journal,  the 
Pere  Duchesne.  Destournelle  deponed,  that  the  accused  had  exerted  themselves  to 
crush  the  Municipality,  declared  against  the  massacres  in  the  prisons,  and  laboured  to 
institute  a  departmental  guard.  Chabot  was  the  most  vimlent  of  the  witnesses  against 
them;  he  ascribed  to  them  a  Machiavelian  policy  throughout  all  the  Revolution;  en- 
deavouring  to  convert  everything  to  their  own  profit,  and  even  permitting  the  massa- 
cres of  September,  in  order  to  cut  off  some  of  their  enemies  among  the  victims 

*^  The  prosecution  lasted  nine  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  jury  declared 
themselves  convinced ;  the  eloquence  of  Vergniaud,  the  vehemeuce  of  Brissot,  had 
pleaded  in  vain.  The  Court  then  read  to  the  accused  the  decree  of  the  Convention, 
empowering  them  to  terminate  the  proceedings  as  soon  as  the  jury  had  declared  their 
minds  made  up  :  they  saw  upon  this  that  their  fate  \ra,s  determined,  as  they  were  to 
be  condemned,  without  being  heard  in  their  defence.  They  all  rose,  and,  by  loud  ex- 
pressions of  indignation,  dA>wned  the  voice  of  the  President,  who  rend  their  sentence. 
Valaze  stabbed  himself  with  a  poniaixl,  and  perished  in  presence  of  the  Court,  who 
immediately  ordered  that  his  dead  body  should  be  borne  on  a  car  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  beheaded  with  the  other  prisonei^  1^  Source  exclaimed  :  '  I  die  at  a  time 
when  the  people  have  lost  their  ri^ason:  You  will  die  as  soon  as  they  recover  it.* 
The  other  prisoners  embraced  each  other,  and  exclaimed,  <  Vive  la  Rcpublique.* 
The  audience,  though  chiefly  composed  of  the  assassins  of  September  2d,  were  melted 
to  tears. 

**  The  anxiety  of  his  friends  had  provided  Vergniaud  with  a  certain  and  speedy 
poison  :  He  refused  to  make  use  of  it,  in  order  that  he  might  accompany  his  friends 
to  the  scaffold.  The  eloquence  of  Vergniaud  which  poured  forth  the  night  before  his 
execution,  on  the  expiring  liberty  of  France,  entranced  even  the  melancholy  inmates 
of  the  prison.  The  illustrious  prisoners  were  conducted,  on  the  31st  October,  to  the 
place  of  execution.  They  marched  together  with  a  firm  step,  singing  the  Revolution- 
ary song,  which  they  applied  by  a  slight  change  to  their  own  situation  :-* 

'*  Allons  enfans  de  la  patric, 

Le  jour  de  glorie  est  arrive 

Contre  nous  de  tymnnie 

Le  couteau  sanglant  est  leve.*' 
"When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution  they  mutually  embraced,  exclaiming, 
*  Vive  la  Republiquc !'  Sillery  ascended  fii-st ;  he  bowed  with  a  grave  air  to  the  people, 
and  received  with  unshrinking  firmness  the  fatal  stroke.  They  all  died  with  the  re- 
solution of  Romans,  protesting,  with  their  last  breath,  their  attachment  to  freedom  and 
the  Republic. 

"  A  young  man,  named  Girey  Dufoc^,  wn8,brou«lit  to  the  bar  of  the  Revolutionaiy 
Tribunal.     The  president  asked  if  he  had  been  a  friend  of  Brissot  ?     *  I  had  that  hap- 
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|«nefl&*— <  What  is  your  opinion  of  bim  ?*— <  That  he  Hired  lilce  AriBtidea^  and  died 
like  Sidney  !*  was  the  intriepid  answer.  He  was  forthwith  sent  to  the  scaffold,  where 
he  perished  with  the  finnness  of  his  departed  friend. 

Rabaud  St.  Etienne,  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  virtuous  of  the  proscribed  de< 
putieei,  had  escaped  soon  after  the  2d  June,  from  Paris.  Tired  of  wandering  through 
the  provinces,  he  returned  to  the  uapital,  and  lived  concealed  in  the  house  of  one  of 
those  faithful  friends,  of  whom  the  Revolution  produced  so  many  examples.  His 
wife,  influenced  by  the  most  tender  attachment,  incessantly  watched  over  his  safety. 
In  the  street,  one  day,  she  met  one  of  the  Jacobins,  who  assured  her  of  his  interest  in 
her  husband,  and  professed  his  desire  to  give  him  an  asylum  in  his  own  house.  Ra- 
baud being  informed  of  the  circumstance,  and  desirous  of  saving  his  generous  host  from 
fiirther  danger,  informed  the  Jacobin  of  his  place  of  retreat,,  and  assigned  an  hour  of 
the  night  for  him  to  come  and  remove  him  from  it.  The  perfidious  wretch  came  ac- 
companied by  gens-^l^irmes,  who  dragged  their  victim,  with  his  friendly  host  and 
hoetess,  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  whence  they  were  sent  to  the  scaffold.  In 
despair  at  having  been  the  instmmenl^  however  innocent,  of  such  treachery,  his  wift, 
in  the  flower  of  yonth  and  beauty,  put  herself  to  death. 

«  Madame  Roland  was  the  next  victim.  This  heroic  woman  had  been  early  invol- 
ved in  the  proscription  of  the  Girondists,  of  whom  her  splendid  talents  had  almost  ren- 
dered her  Uie  head.  Confined  in  the  prison  of  the  Abbaye,  she  employed  the  tedious 
months  of  captivity  in  composing  the  Memoirs,  which  so  well  illustrate  her  eventful 
life.  With  a  firm  hand  she  traced,  in  that  gloomy  abode,  the  joyous  as  well  as  the 
melancholy  periods  of  her  existence.;  the  brilliant  dreams  and  ardent  patriotism 
of  her  youth  ;  the  stormy  and  eventful  scenes  of  her  maturer  years,  the  horrors  and 
anguish  of  her  latest  daysL  While  sufiering  under  the  fanaticism  of  the  people,  when 
about  to  die  under  the  violence  of  the  mob,  she  never  abandoned  the  principles  of  her 
youth,  or  regretted  her  martyrdom  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  If  the  thoughts  of  her 
daughter  and  her  husband  sometimes  melted  her  to  tears,  she  regained  h%r  firmness  on 
every  important  occasion.  Her  Memoirs  evince  unbroken  serenity  of  mind,  though 
she  was  frequently  interrupted  in  their  composition  by  the  cries  of  those  whom  the 
executioners  were'  dragging  from  the  adjoining  cells  to  the  scaffold. 

^<0n  the  day  of  her  trial  she  was  dressed  with  scrupulous  care  in  white.  Her  fine 
black  hair  fell  in  profuse  curls  to  her  waist ;  but  the  display  of  its  beauty  was  owing 
to  her  jailers,  who  had  deprived  her  of  all  means  of  dressing  it.  She  chose  that  dress 
as  emblematic  of  the  purity  of  her  mind.  Her  advocate,  M.  Chaveau  Lagarde,  visited 
her  to  receive  her  last  instructions ;  drawing  a  ring  from  her  finger,  she  said, — ^  To- 
morrow I  shall  be  no  more ;  I  know  well  the  fate  which  awaits  me ;  your  kind  assist- 
ance could  be  of  no  avail;  it  would  endanger  you  without  saving  me.  Do  not,  there- 
fore, I  pray  you,  come  to  the  Tribunal,  but  accept  this  as  the  last  testimony  of  my 
regard.'  Her  defence,  composed  by  herself  the  night  before  the  trial,  is  one  of  the 
m4»t  eloquent  and  touching  monuments  of  the  Revolution.  Her  answers  to  the  inter- 
rogatories of  the  judges,  the  dignity  of  her  manner,  the  beauty  of  her  figure,  melted 
even  the  Revolutionary  audience  with  pity.  Finding  they  rould  implicate  her  in  no 
other  way,  the  President  asked  her  if  she  was  acquainted  with  the  place  of  her  hus- 
band*s  retreat  ?  She  replied,  that  <  Whether  she  knew  it  or  not  she  would  not  reveal 
it,  and  that  there  was  no  law  by  which  she  was  obliged,  in  a  court  of  justice,  to  violate 
the  strongest  feelings  of  nature.*  Upon  this  she  was  immediately  condemned.  When 
the  reading  of  her  sentence  was  concluded,  she  rose  and  said,  *  You  judge  me  worthy 
to  share  the  fate  of  the  great  men  whom  you  have  assassinated.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
imitate  their  firmness  on  the  scaffold.*  She  i-egained  her  prison  with  an  elastic  step 
and  beaming  eye.  Her  whole  soul  appeared  absorbed  in  the  heroic  feelings  with 
which  she  was  animated. 

<<  She  was  conveyed  to  the  scaffold  in  the  same  car  with  a  man  whose  firmness  was 
not  equal  to  her  own.  While  passing  along  the  streets,  her  whole  anxiety  appeared 
to  be  to  support  his  courage.  She  did  this  with  so  much  simplicity  and  effect,  ^hat  she 
frequently  brought  a  smile  on  the  lips  which  were  about  to  perish  !  At  the  place  of 
execution  she  bowed  before  the  gigantic  statue  of  Liberty,  and  pronounced  the  memo- 
rable words,  *  Oh,  Liberty  !  how  many  crimes  are  committed  in  your  name  !*  When 
they  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  she  had  the  generosity  to  renounce,  in  favour 
of  her  companion,  the  privilege  of  being  first  executi^.  ^  Ascend  first,*  said  she,  *  let 
me  at  least  spare  you  the  pain  of  seeing  my  blood  flow.  Turning  to  the  exectitionei, 
she  asked  if  he  would  consent  to  that  ari'angement ;  he  replied,  <  That  his  orders  were, 
that  she  should  die  the  fii'st.* — <  You  cannot,*  said  she,  with  a  smile,  <  I  am  sure,  re- 
fuse a  woman  her  last  request  ?*  Undismayed  by  the  spectacle  which  immediately  en- 
sued, she  calmly  bent  her  head  under  the  guillotine,  and  perished  with  the  serenity 
she  had  evinced  ever  since  her  imprisonment 
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«  Madam«  Roland  had  pi'edicted  that  her  hashand  would  not  long  surrire  her. 
Her  prophecy  was  speedily  folftUed*  A  few  days  afterwards,  he  was  found  dead  on 
the  road  between  Paris  and  Rouen  ;  he  had  stabbed  himself  in  that  situation,  that  he 
might  not,  by  the  situation  in  which  his  body  was  found,  betray  the  generous  friends 
wlio  iiad  sheltered  him  in  his  misfortunes.  In  his  pocket  was  contained  a  letter,  in 
these  terms : — *  Whoerer  you  are,  oh !  passenger,  who  disooTer  my  body,  respect  the 
remains  of  the  unfortunate.  They  are  those  of  a  man  who  consecrated  his  whole  life 
to  be  useful  to  his  country  ;  who  died  as  he  had  liyed,  rirtuous  and  unsullied.  May  my 
fellow- citizens  embrace  more  humane  sentiments;  not  fear,  but  indignation,  made  me 
quit  my  retreat  when  I  heard  of  the  murder  of  my  wife.  I  loath^  a  world  stained 
with  so  many  crimes.* 

'<  The  other  chiefs  of  the  party,  dispersed  in  the  prorinces  of  France^  underwent  in. 
numerable  dangen,  and  made  escapes  more  wonderful  even  than  those  which  romance 
has  figured.  I^ouYCt  owed  his  salvation  to  the  fidelity  of  fenuwe  attachment.  Bar* 
baroux,  Buzot,  Petion,  and  Valade^  were  concealed  at  St.  Euelion,  in  a  cavern,  by  a 
sister  of  Guadet.  A  few  only  escaped  the  anxious  search  of  the  Jacobins  ;  their  Me- 
mo! ra  evince  a  curious  proof  of  the  indignation  of  enthusiastic  but  virtuous  minds  at 
the  triumph  of  guilty  ambition. 

<t  Thus  perished  the  party  of  the  Gironde,  culpable  for  its  rashness,  but  estimable 
for  its  intentions,  illustrious  in  its  talents,  glorioas  in  its  fiilL  It  embraced  all  the 
men  who  were  philanthropists  from  feeling,  or  republicans  from  principle ;  the  brave, 
the  humane,  the  benevolent.  Adorned  by  the  most  splendid  talents,  supported  by  the 
most  powerful  eloquence,  actuated  by  the  most  generous  intentions,  it  perished  the 
victim  of  a  base  and  despicable  faction ;  of  men  sprung  from  the  dregs  of  the  populace^ 
and  impelled  by  coarse  and  vulgar  ambition.  Such  ever  has,  and  ever  will  be  the  r»- 
sult  of  revolutionary  convulsions  of  society,  when  not  steadily  opposed  in  th^  outset 
by  a  firm  union  of  the  higher  classes  of  the  community  ;  in  the  collision  of  oppoeite 
factions,  the  virtuous  and  the  moderate  will  always  be  overcome  by  the  reckless  and 
the  dsring.  Prudence  clogs  their  enterprise  ;  virtue  checks  their  ambition  ;  humaiiity 
paralyzes  their  exertions.  They  fall,  because  they  recoil  from  the  violence  which  can 
alone  command  success  in  revolutions. 

<'  The  principles  of  this  celebrated^party  disqualified  them  from  taking  an  energetic 
or  successful  part  in  public  aifairs.  Their  aversion  to  violence,  their  horror  at  blood, 
rendered  them  totally  unfit  to  struggle  with  their  sanguinary  antagonists.  They 
deemed  it  better  to  suffer  than  to  commit  violence ;  to  die  in  the  attempt  to  preserve 
freedom,  rather  than  live  by  the  atrocities  which  would  subvert  it.  Their  principles 
were  those,  so  finely  expressed  by  Louis  XVIIL,  when  urged  to  assassinate  Napoleon, 
<  In  our  family  we  ai-e  murdered,  but  we  never  coaamit  murder.*  ** 

How  noble  an  apparition  U  that  simple  and  heroic  lady  ! — Beside 
Burke's  tawdry  Marie  Antoinette,  how  infinitely  majestic !  The  one  has 
BO  little  to  recommend  her,  beyond  the  fortitude  at  the  command  of 
every  suffering  woman,  that  the  advocate  is  reduced  to  move  our  tears 
by  a  display  of  tinsel ;  while,  in  the  character  of  the  wife  of  Roland, 
there  is  that  which  is  above  all  sympathy  of  grief, — a  greatness  inde- 
pendent  of  injury,  and  therefore  far  beyond  the  reach  of  tears.  She 
was  a  signal  living  proof  of  the  reality  of  an  immortal  and  unencumbered 
existence.  It  was  clear  that  the  Girondists  could  not  be  fortunate  in 
these  melancholy  times,  and  we  will  not  regret  their  fate, — they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  abide  by  principle,  and  perish  for  it  gloriously. — The 
horizon  thus  satisfactorily  cleared,  and  Danton — who  subsequently 
thought  fit  to  manifest  a  few  misgivings  concerning  the  method  of  paci- 
fication  by  the  guillotine — also  disposed  of,  Robespierre  reigned  alone, 
and  revelled  in  slaughter  until  his  own  day  came.  We  add  a  great 
picture — so  simple  and  so  sublime !  It  is  the  death  of  Bailly,  the  illus- 
trious President  of  the  Constituent  Assembly. 

«  Bailly,  Mayor  of  Paris,  «nd  President  of  the  Assembly,  on  occasion  of  the  celebra- 
ted  Jeu  de  Paume,  was  arrested  and  brought  before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  His 
profound  and  eloquent  scientific  researches,  his  great  services  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
his  enlightened  philanthropy,  pleaded  in  vain  be.'bre  that  sanguinary  court  The  re- 
collection of  the  Champs  de  Mars,  of  the  red  flag,  and  the  courageous  stand  which  lie 
made  with  La  Fayette  against  the  fiuy  of  the  multitude,  was  present  to  the  minds  of 
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his  proseculon.  The  witnesses  adduced  spoke  against  him  with  aa  iinusttal  4egi«e  of 
asperity.  He  was  condemned  to  die ;  and,  in  his  Gase,  as  he  had  foreseen,  a  refinement 
of  craelty  was  exerted.  Tlie  Champs  de  Mars  was  selected  as  the  place  of  his  execu- 
tion ;  an  immense  crowd  of  yindicti?e  Jacobins,  amou^  whom  were  a  large  propor- 
tion of  women,  and  persons  whom  he  had  saved  from  famine  during  his  mayoralty, 
assembled  to  witness  his  death  ;  on  foot,  in  the  most  dreadful  breather,  the  unhappy 
Tictim  was  led  behind  the  guillotine  during  a  tedious  passage  of  two  hours,  from  the 
Champs  de  Mars,  to  which  he  was  first  brouglit,  to  the  place  finally  fixed  on  for  his  exe- 
cution opposite  Chaillot.  During  this  passage  he  frequently  fell ;  he  was  assailed  with 
hisses  and  pelted  with  mud ;  and  the  first  President  of  the  Assembly  received  several  in- 
human blows  from  the  populaceb  At  the  Champs  de  Man,  the  rod  flag,  emblematic 
of  the  martial  law  which  he  had  authorized,  was  burnt  over  his  head,  and  Bailly  was 
led  again  on  foot,  amidst  a  drenching  fall  of  snow  and  sleet,  to  the  banks  of  the  river, 
where  he  was  executed.  '  You  tremble,  Bailly,*  said  one  of  the  spectators.  <  My 
friend,*  said  the  old  man,  '  it  is  only  from  cold.'  " 

The  following  is  curious  in  a  philosophical  point  of  view.  Murder' 
like  other  things,  falls  in  value  because  of  abundant  supply ;  and  death 
is  little  cared  for  when  it  becomes  no  rarity.  This  little  notice  of  the 
prisons  filled  as  with  a  deeper  sympathy  for  bewildered  Paris,  than  Mr. 
Alison's  most  elaborate  declamation : — 

<<  Meanwhile  the  prisons  of  Paris  exhibited  the  most  extraordinary  spectacle. 
Pilled  at  once  with  ordinary  malefactors,  and  all  that  yet  remained  of  dignity, 
beauty,  or  virtue  in  the  Republic,  they  presented  the  most  unparelleled  assemblage 
that  modem  Europe  had  yet  seen  of  unblushing  guilt  and  unbending  virtue,  of  digni- 
fied manners  and  revolutionary  vulgarity,  of  splendid  talent  and  frightful  atrocity. 
In  some,  where  the  rich  were  allowed  to  provide  for  their  own  romforts,  a  singular 
degree  of  a£Buence,  and  even  elegance  for  some  time  prevailed  ;  in  others,  the  most 
noble  captives  were  weeping  on  a  couch  of  straw,  with  no  other  covering  than  a  few 
filthy  rags.  The  French  character,  imbued  beyoud  any  other  in  Europe  mth  elasti- 
city, and  capability  to  endure  misfortunes,  in  many  instances  rose  superior  to  all  the 
horrors  with  which  the  jails  were  surrounded.  From  the  multitude  and  lustre  of 
their  fellow-sufferers,  every  one  felt  his  own  calamities  sensibly  softened.  By  degrees 
the  ordinary  interests  of  life  began  to  exert  their  influence  even  on  the  verge  of  the 
tomb,  poetry  enchanted  the  crowded  cells  by  touching  strains,  eloquence  exerted  its 
fascinating  ascendent,  beauty  reneM'ed  its  silken  chains.  The  female  captives  of  rank 
became  attentive  to  their  dress,  intimacies  and  attachments  were  formed,  and,  amidst 
all  the  agitation  and  agony  consequent  on  their  protracted  sufierings,  the  excitements 
of  a  happier  existence  were  felt  even  to  the  foot  of  the  scaffold.  By  degrees,  as  the 
prosecutions  became  more  frequent,  and  numbers  were  daily  led  out  to  execution,  the 
sense  of  common  danger  united  them  in  the  bonds  of  the  strongest  affection ;  they  re- 
joiced and  wept  together ;  and  the  constant  thinning  of  their  number  produced  a  sym- 
pathy among  the  survivors,  which  outlived  every  other  feeling  of  existence. 

<<  While  these  events  were  in  progress,  the  arm  of  female  enthusiasm  arrested  the 
course  of  one  of  the  tyrants.  Charlotte  Corday,  a  native  of  Rouen,  at  the  age  of  five- 
and-twenty,  was  animated  by  a  heroism  and  devotion  above  her  sex.  Gifted  with  ii 
beautiful  form,  and  a  serene  temper,  she  deemed  the  occupations  and  ordinary  ambi- 
tion of  woman  beneath  her  serious  regard ;  possessed  of  more  than  masculine  courage, 
she  had  lost  nothing  of  female  delicacy.  One  only  passion,  the  love  of  liberty,  con- 
centrated the  ardent  aspirations  of  her  mind.  Her  enthusiasm  was  awakened  to  the 
highest  degree  by  the  arrival  of  the  proscribed  Girondists  at  Rouen ;  all  the  romantic 
visions  of  her  youth  seemed  blighted  by  the  bloody  usurpations  of  the  ruling  faction 
at  Paris.  Marat,  the  instigator  of  all  the  atrocities,  she  imagined  to  be  their  leader. 
If  he  could  be  removed,  no  obstacle  appeared  to  remain  to  the  reign  of  Justice  and 
Equality,  to  the  commencement  of  the  happiness  of  France.  In  the  heroic  spirit  of 
female  devotion,  she  resolved  to  sacrifice  her  life  to  attain  this  inestimable  object. 

'<  Having  taken  her  resolution,  she  regained  all  her  wonted  cheerfulness  of  man- 
ner, which  the  public  calamities  had  much  impaired.  Deceived  by  the  appearance  of 
joy  which  she  exhibited,  her  relations  allowed  her  to  set  off  on  some  trifiing  commip- 
sions  to  Paris.  In  the  public  conveyance  she  was  chiefly  distinguished  by  the  amiable 
playfulness  of  her  demeanour,  uninternipted  even  by  the  savage  conversation  of  some 
Jacobins  who  were  present.  The  first  day  of  her  arrival  at  Paris  was  employed  in 
executing  her  commissions ;  on  the  second,  she  purchased  a  knife  at  the  Palais  Royal, 
to  plunge  into  the  bosom  of  the  tyrant.  On  the  third  day,  she  with  difficulty  ob- 
tained an  entrance  to  Marat    She  found  him  in  the  bath,  where  he  eagerly  inured 
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after  the  pitMcribed  deputies  A  Caen.  Being  told  their  names,  <  They  shall  soon  meet 
with  the  punishment  they  deserve,*  said  Marat  '  Youn  is  at  handT  exclaimed  she, 
And  stabbed  him  to  the  heart.  He  uttered  a  loud  shriek  and  expired.  Charlotte 
Corday  remained  motionless  in  the  apartment,  and  was  seized  and  conducted  to 
prison. 

<<  On  the  day  of  her  trial  she  interrupted  the  prosecutors,  who  were  beginning  to 
prove  the  death  of  the  deceased. — *■  These  formalities  are  unnecessary — I  killed  Ma- 
rat r-.<  What  tempted  you  to  commit  the  murder?* — <  His  own  crimes,* — *•  What  do 
you  mean  by  his  crimes  P* — <  The  misfortunes  which  he  has  inflicted  on  France  since 
the  Revolution,  and  which  he  was  preparing  to  increase.*— <  Who  are  your  asso- 
ciates ?*•»<  I  have  none ;  I  alone  conceived  the  idea.' — ^  What  did  you  propose  to  your- 
self  by  putting  Marat  to  death  ?* — *  To  stop  the  anarchy  of  France.  I  have  slain  one 
man  to  save  an  hundred  thousand ;  a  wretch,  to  preserve  the  innocent ;  a  savage 
monster,  to  give  repose  to  my  country.  I  was  a  Rq>ublican  before  the  Revolution, 
and  I  have  never  failed  in  energy.' — <  What  do  you  understand  by  energy  ?*  asked 
the  president  <  The  sentiment  which  animates  those,  who,  disdaining  the  consider- 
ation of  their  own  safety,  sacrifice  themselves  for  the  sake  of  their  country.*  Upon 
hearing  her  sentence,  she  gave  a  joyful  exclamation,  and  with  a  radiant  countenance, 
handed  to  the  president  two  letters,  one  addressed  to  Barbaroux,  the  other  to  her 
father.  In  the  latter,  she  said,  *■  Pardon  me,  my  dear  father,  for  having  disposed  of 
my  life  without  your  permission.  I  have  avenged  many  victims,  prevented  others. 
The  people  will  one  day  acknowledge  the  service  I  have  rendered  my  country.  For 
your  sake  I  wished  to  remain  incognita^  but  it  was  impossible ;  I  only  trust  you  will 
not  be  injured  by  what  I  have  done.  Farewell,  my  beloved  father ;  forget  me^  or 
rather  rejoice  at  my  fate ;  it  has  sprung  from  a  noble  cause.  Embrace  my  sister  for 
me,  whom  I  love  with  all  my  heart,  as  well  as  all  my  relations.  Never  forget  the 
words  of  Comeille— > 

*  Hie  crime  make*  the  shame,  and  not  the  scallbld.' " 

"  When  led  out  to  execution,  she  gazed  with  undisturbed  serenity  on  the  prepara- 
tions for  her  death.  Her  appearance  was  thnt  of  a  lovely  female,  bearing  with  meek, 
ness  and  inward  satisfaction,  a  triumphal  fete,  of  which  she  was  the  object.  The  im- 
mense multitude  seemed  to  her  enfranchised  by  the  sacrifice  she  had  made.  When 
the  axe  had  terminated  her  life,  the  executioner  seized  her  head,  beautiful  even  in 
death,  and  gave  it  several  buflfets;  the  indignant  spectators  shuddered  at  his  atrocity.** 

We  have  yet  a  good  deal  to  say,  and,  therefore,  must  close  our  ex- 
tracts. The  foregoing  will  shew  that  Mr.  Alison  has  powers  of  descrip- 
tion of  no  mean  order ;  and^  in  truth,  his  book  in  this  respect  possesses 
an  enchaining  interest.  Let  us  just  add  the  death  of  Robespierre,  and 
desire  it  to  be  compared  with  that  of  his  weakest  victims : —  » 

**  The  conspirators  finding  themselves  abandoned,  gave  themselves  up  to  despair; 
the  National  Guard  rushed  rapidly  up  the  stair,  and  entered  the  room  where  Robe- 
spierre and  the  leaders  of  the  revolt  were  assembled.  Robespierre  htis  sitting  with 
his  elbow  on  his  knees,  and  his  head  resting  on  his  hand  ;  Meda  discharged  his  pis- 
tol, which  broke  his  under  jaw,  and  he  fell  under  the  table.  St.  Just  implored  Le 
Bas  to  put  an  end  to  his  li^.  <  Coward,  follow  my  example,*  said  he,  and  blew  out 
his  brains.  Couthon  was  seized  under  a  table,  feebly  attempting  to  strike  with  a 
knife,  which  he  wanted  the  courage  to  plunge  in  his  heart;  Cofiinhal,  and  the 
younger  Robespien'e,  threw  themselves  from  the  windows,  and  were  seized  in  the  in- 
ner court  of  the  building.  Henriot  had  been  thrown  down  the  stair  by  Coffiuhal, 
but  though  bruised  and  mutilated,  he  contrived  to  crawl  into  the  entrance  of  a  sewer, 
from  whence  he  was  draj;ged  out  by  the  troops  of  the  Convention. 

<'  Robespierre  and  Couthon  being  supposed  to  be  dead,  were  dragged  by  the  heels  to 
the  Quai  Pelletier,  where  it  was  proposed  to  throw  them  into  the  river ;  but  it  being 
discovered,  when  day  returned,  that  they  still  breathed,  they  were  stretched  on  a 
board,  and  carried  to  the  Assembly.  The  members  having  refused  to  admit  them, 
they  were  conveyed  to  the  Committee  of  General  Safety,  where  Robespierre  lay  for 
some  hours  stretched  on  vt  table,  with  his  broken  jaw  still  bleeding,  and  suffering 
alike  under  bodily  pain,  and  the  execrations  of  those  around  him.  From  thence,  he 
was  sent  to  the  Conciergerie,  where  he  was  confined  in  the  same  cell  whi<fh  had  been 
occupied  by  Dantou,  Hebert,  and  Chaumette.  At  length  he  was  brought  with  all 
his  associates,  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and  as  soon  as  the  identity  of  their 
persons  was  established,  they  were  condemned. 
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<<  At  four  in  the  morninif,  on  the  29th  July,  all  Paris  was  in  motion  to  witneM 
the  death  of  the  tyrant.  He  \na  placed  on  the  chariot,  between  Henriot  and  Couthon, 
whose  remains  were  as  mutilated  as  his  own ;  the  crowd,  which  for  long  had  ceased 
to  attend  the  executions,  manifested  the  utmost  joy  at  their  fate.  The  blood  from 
his  jaw  bunt  through  the  bandage,  and  oTerflowed  his  dress ;  his  lace  was  ghastly 
pale.  He  shut  his  eyes,  but  could  not  close  his  ears  against  the  imprecations  of  the 
multitude.  A  woman  breaking  from  the  crowd,  exclaimed — <  Murderers  of  all  my 
kindred,  your  agony  fills  me  with  joy  ;  descend  to  hell,  covered  with  the  curses  of 
eyery  mother  in  France  !*  Twenty  of  his  comrades  were  executed  before  him ;  when 
he  ascended  the  scaflbld,  the  executioner  tore  the  bandage  from  his  face ;  the  lower 
jaw  fell  upon  his  breast,  and  he  uttered  a  yell,  which  filled  erery  heart  with  horror. 
For  some  minutes  the  frightful  figure  was  held  up  to  the  multitude ;  he  vtbb  then 
placed  under  the  axe,  and  the  last  sounds  which  reached  his  ears  were  the  exulting 
shouts,  which  were  prolonged  for  some  minutes  after  his  death. 

Along  with  Robespierre  were  executed,  Henriot,  Couthon,  St.  Just,  Dumas,  Coffin- 
hal,  Simon,  and  all  the  leaders  of  the  revolt.  St.  Just  alone  displayed  the  firmness, 
which  had  so  often  been  witnessed  among  the  victims  whom  they  had  sent  to  the 
scaffold.  Couthon  wept  with  teiTor;  the  others  died  uttering  blasphemies,  which 
were  drowned  in  the  cheers  of  the  people.  They  shed  tears  for  joy,  they  embraced 
each  other  in  transport,  they  crowded  round  the  scaffold  to  behold  the  bloody  remains 
of  the  tyrants.  <  Yes,  Robespierre,  there  is  a  God  !^  said  a  poor  man  as  he  approach- 
ed the  lifeless  body  of  one  so  lately  the  object  of  dread ;  his  fall  was  felt  by  all  pre- 
sent as  an  immediate  manifestation  of  the  Divinity.** 

Thus  terminated  the  Reign  of  Terror^  and  with  it  the  bloody  period 
of  the  Revolution.  H'e  have  gone  over  a  few  of  its  most  striking  facts 
in  our  author's  language,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing,  in  the  most  empha-^ 
tic  and  impartial  manner,  the  good  qualities  of  his  work.  But  the  task 
of  criticism  still  remains  to  be  performed ;  and  we  proceed  with  equal 
impartiality,  to  point  out  to  Mr.  Alison  the  defects  of  his  book  as  a 
philosophical  history,  and  to  guard  the  public  against  those  false  and 
very  shallow  views  he  has  seen  cause  to  entertain.  The  practice  so 
freely  indulged  in  by  various  historians,  of  distributing  praise  and 
blame  upon  other  than  moral  principles,  or,  in  other  words,  of  recon. 
structing  the  history  of  the  period  of  which  they  write,  according  to 
the  newest  and  most  improved  notions^  often  reminds  us  of  the  good 
nature  of  King  Alphonso^  who  is  said  to  have  volunteered  a  remodeU 
ling  of  the  actual  system  of  the  heavens.  We  do  not  mean,  that  history 
de  facto f  charts  out  the  course  which  might  have  been  pursued  hy  wiser 
beings,  far  less  the  course  to  be  desired  by  immaculate  beings ;  but  in 
general  it  assuredly  shews  something  of  the  only  course  attainable  be* 
cause  of  the  conflicting  interests  and  passions  of  the  time ;  and  the  spe* 
culators  who  attempt  afterwards  to  fashion  it,  not  unusually  abstract 
themselves  from  every  practical  consideration,  and  cobble  up  their  novel* 
ties  upon  the  hypothesis  that  men  might  have  acted  contrary  to  every 
moral  possibility.  The  difficulties  of  bringing  out  a  criticism  of  this 
sort  to  any  good  purpose  are  plainly  enormous ;  and  we  think  it  will  re* 
quire  not  much  trouble  to  convince  a  gentleman,  who  has  manifestly 
been  privileged  with  a  considerable  apportionment  of  candour,  that  he 
has  overlooked  several  elements  of  egregious  weight,  in  framing  the 
theory  he  has  just  given  to  the  world,  That  theory  we  shall  state  in 
Mr.  Alison's  own  words : — 

<<  Timely  concession,  it  is  frequently  said,  is  the  only  way  to  prevent  a  revolution. 
The  observation  is  just  in  one  sense^  but  unjust  in  another ;  and  it  is  by  attending  to 
the  distinction  between  the  two  great  objects  of  popular  ambition,  that  the  means 
can  alone  be  attained  of  allaying  public  discontent,  without  unhinging  the  frame  of 
sodety. 

<<  There  is,  in  the  first  place,  the  love  of  freedom,  that  is,  of  immunity  from  per. 
sonal  restriction,  oppression,  or  injury.     This  principle  is  perfectly  innocent,  and 
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tterer  ezUtt  withmit  prudaclng  the  happiest  effecta  Every  cooeew&on  irhich  i«  ckI- 
Oalated  to  incremse  thii  specien  of  libertjr,  if  compamtiTely  safe  la  all  ages  and  in  all 
places. 

*<  But  there  is  another  principle,  strong  at  all  times,  but  especially  to  he  df—ikd 
in  moments  of  excitement.  This  is  the  principle  of  democrmtie  aoihitlvR  f  the  deaifv 
of  exercising  the  poiwrs  of  soyersignty ;  of  sharing  in  the  govemBMBt  of  the  slate. 
This  is  the  dangerous  principle  ;  the  disire  not  of  exereJifaif  iadilty  wUboai  Baalca. 
tation,  but  of  exerting  power  without  controL 

^  The  first  principle  will  only  pndnoe  distQTbaaces  when  real  erils  are  Mi ;  and 
with  the  removal  of  actual  grievance,  tnuiqulUity  may  be  anticipated.  The  second 
frequently  prodvoea  ooavnbioDs,  independeni  of  any  real  cause  of  complaint ;  or,  if 
it  has  beoi  exeitad  by  such,  it  eontinves  after  they  have  been  removed.  The  first 
never  spreadi  by  mere  contagios ;  the  seoond  is  frequently  most  Tirulent  when  the 
disease  haa  been  contradad  in  tbia  manner.** 

Admitting,  for  the  progress  of  argument,  the  reality  of  this  supposed 
dangerooaDesB  of  the  democratic  extension  of  power, — we  would  put  it 
to  Mr.  Alison  whether  he  seriously  deems  the  recommended  concession  of 
allj[»er8onal  rights,  to  be  other  than  an  idle  flourish,  so  long  as  the  Aris- 
tocracy  is  possessed  of  irresponsible  power  ?  If  he  will  glance  once  more 
over  his  own  volumes,  proofs  will  start  up  from  every  page,  that  the  re. 
commendation  is  a  sermon  to  the  deaf  adder;  and  tbe  history  of  the  whole 
world  will  add  force  to  the  lesson.  Look  at  the  very  commencement  of  this 
stupendous  movement.  The  cdhcession  recommended,  might  have  been 
given  altogether  previous  to  the  convocation  of  the  States  General,  and, 
we  hesitate  not  to  say,  it  would  for  the  time  have  superseded  the  necea. 
sity  of  their  convocation ;  but  who  proposed  it — who  even  dreamt  of  it  ? 
It  was  in  fact  the  stubborn  determination  to  uphold  to  the  last  hazard  every 
fragment  of  privilege  which  sent  the  wretched  Emigres  to  the  Rhine,  and 
caused  the  first  unsheathing  of  that  sword  which,  for  so  many  subsequent 
years,  glared  as  the  red  lightning  over  Europe.  Talk  to  an  Aristo^. 
crat  of  resigning  his  privilege  to  oppress  other  men,  and  to  feed  upon 
their  substance,  and  he  will  turn  away  from  you,  admiring  your  stu- 
pidity, or  vowing  your  destruction.  The  canker  of  pride  has  eaten  into 
his  heart,  and  destroyed  all  humanity  and  all  reason  ;  and  it  is  thus  forced 
upon  the  convictions  of  the  buffeted  people,  that  relief  is  attainable  only 
by  increase  of  their  own  power, — and  the  public  safety,  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  aristocracy.  Such  has  been  the  course  of  events  from  the 
beginning  of  time;  such  during  the  French  Revolution;  such  in  our 
own  era ;  and  such,  in  all  probability,  will  it  continue  until  privilege  is 
swept  away  and  forgotten  from  the  earth.  Mr.  Alison's  theory  is  just 
that  which  not  only  the  French  tried,  and  so  signally  disproved ;  but 
which  the  mass  of  every  European  nation  has  striven  most  eagerly  to 
effectuate,  without  one  having  yet  been  able  to  boast  of  success.  The 
desire  after  pergonal,  rather  than  political  liberty,  is  the  very  genius  of 
the  movement  of  the  Western  World.  It  is  the  principle  which  holds 
our  modern  nations  in  so  direct  contradistinction  to  the  Roman  and 
Grecian  commonwealths ;  for,  with  these  illustrious  people,  to  be  subject 
to  political  inequality  was  a  galling  disgrace,  whilst  they  easily  re- 
signed the  liberties  even  of  their  own  homes.  The  idiosyncracy  of  the 
Teutonic  race,  or  more  probably  the  accumulation  of  the  experience  of 
eighteen  hundred  years,  has  instructed  us  more  accurately  in  the  nature 
of  that  liberty  which  is  the  root  of  dignity,  and  the  first  element  of 
moral  progress ;  and  now  that  direct  attempts  have  failed  to  attain  it, 
we  are  rejoicing  that  we  have  got  upon  a  new  track,  and  are  in  the  act 
of  accomplishing  changes  which  will  bring  our  oppressors  to  the  dust. 
Jf  Mr.  Alison  will  revert  to  the  debates  on  the  Reform  Bill,  he  will  find 
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our  view  triumphantly  established^  by  the  main  direction  of  the  argii* 
ments  marshalled  to  oppose  the  measure  he  laments.  The  aristocracy 
did  not  go  into  the  speculative  view  of  the  philosophical  evils  of  demo, 
cracy ;  but  they  looked  to  its  practical  evils  in  respect  of  their  pensions — 
in  respect  of  the  probable  disturbance  of  our  churches  as  their  spawning 
beds — ^in  respect  of  its  influence  on  that  standing  infamy  in  finance,  the 
tax  on  bread,  in  behoof  of  their  rentals.  Take  awuy  this  fear,  and  they 
would  have  cared  nothing  for  the  bugbear  democracy.  They  did  not 
hate  the  Bill,  because  they  dreaded  robbery  by  the  people;  but  they  hated 
the  Bill  because  it  would  prevent  their  robbing  the  people.  And  it  re- 
mains to  be  witnessed,  whether  Providence  has  not  in  store  for  us  some 
new  and  yet  more  stupendous  illustration  o£  the  fatal  truth  we  assert. 
It  has  shortly  to  be  proved,  whether  for  the  sake  of  some  one  of  these 
miserable  opportunities  of  mean  pilfering,  the  hardened  obstinacy  of  one 
party,  aided  by  the  caprice  and  wantonnesss  of  others,  will  not  plunge 
U8  into  a  condition  from  which  there  will  be  no  escape  but  through  the 
horrors  of  social  war ;  thus  to  prove,  a  second  time,  to  the  astounded 
world,  and  leave  a  record  to  posterity,  how  lightly  the  possessors  of 
power,  or  as  we  should  charitably  denominate  them,  the  victims  of  pri- 
vilege, esteem  the  happiness  of  a  great  people^  and  the  stability  of  a 
mighty  empire  ! 

But  we  totally  disallow  the  main  point  in  Mr.  Alison's  theory.    We  al- 
together resist  his  notion  that  an  increase  of  democratic  influence  is  harm- 
ful ; — inasmuch  as  we  can  prove  its  necessity  to  the  moral  advancement 
of  nations.     Far  above  the  pushing  forward  of  mere  economic  improve- 
ment, it  is  the  characteristic  function  of  civilization  to  exalt  man's  re- 
spect for  himself,  to  purify  our  moral  notions,  to  establish  the  qualities 
of  mind  as  the  single  legitimate  causes  of  respect,  and  sources  of  honour. 
We  are  sluggish,  but  we  advance ;  and  our  inward  life  already  presses 
upon  the  shell  that  surrounds  us.   This  is  a  course  in  which  the  Aristo. 
crat  will  lag  behind  of  necessity,  for  he  is  born  to  moral  blindness ;  and 
as  he  lives  in  it,  so  he  and  his  whole  race  will  die  in  it.     If  the  world 
be  not  again  involved  in  the  night  of  barbarism,  factitious  honours  will 
perish^  were  it  for  no  crime  but  their  attendant  insolence.    The  abstract 
absurdity  of  a  houseful  of  hereditary  legislators,  is  a  thing  which  must 
tell  upon  men's  minds  in  time ;  but  we  doubt  if  human  nature  will  per- 
mit its  dissolution  without  momentary  disorder.   Our  difference  with  Mr. 
Alison,  then,  is  this  : — There  is,  in  the  structure  of  modern  societies,  a 
source  of  gross  injustice,  and  immoral  insolence;  he  shews  no  practi- 
cable method  of  getting  quit  of  the  former,  nor  does  he  recognize  the 
existence  of  the  latter.    Well   would   it  be,  if  all  could  go  on  more 
smoothly ;  if  bit-by-bit  reform  could  approximate  Government  to  the 
people's  wishes,  or  keep  pace  with  their  power ;  but  we  are  assured  that 
at  NO  hazard  can  these  abuses  remain,  or  the  cobweb  be  secured  to  the 
spider.    Grief  it  may  be  to  the  lovers  of  ancient  things ;  but  all  must 
change !  We  prove  the  existence  of  a  free  world  in  the  skies,  by  ap- 
pealing to  big  aspirations  within  our  breasts ;  and  we  demand  the  moral 
of  the  argument  for  the  point  to  which  we  at  present  tend, — inasmuch 
as  even  our  existing  feelings,  and  far  more  what  they  may  be  raised  to, 
are  wholly  irreconcileable  with  existing  social  arrangements.    It  is  ma- 
nifest from  this  word  of  distinct  and  steadfast  prophecy,  that  we  are 
approaching  an  era  of  more  unfettered  action  and  sterner  morality. 
Sacred  antiquity  shall  soon  be  scanned  without  the  blanching  of  the  in- 
quirer ;  we  shall  walk  through  its  long  galleries  undaunted, — pull  down 
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all  obscene  idols  from  its  niches,  and  set  up  purer  deities  of  our  own  ! 

No  longer  is  the  mystic  veil  drawn  across  these  once  awful  adyta : — 

"  Apparet  domus  intus,  et  atria  longa  patescunt, 
Apparent  Priami,  et  yeterum  penetralia  regom, 
Armatoeque  vident  stantea  in  limine  primo." 

What,  then,  do  we  make  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  how  interpret 
it  ?  VVe  make  this  of  it : — It  was  the  beginning  of  an  unknown  order  of 
things — the  destruction  of  an  old  world  and  the  founding  of  a  new. 
The  grand  benefit  already  resulting  to  France  is  seen  in  the  present 
character  of  her  people.  The  plague-bearing  Aristocracy  is  destroyed^ 
and  never  more  will  its  poison  infest  that  country.  Whether  this  new 
order  might  have  been  ushered  otherwise  in— -whether  the  consolidated 
oppression  and  abuse  of  a?es  mi?ht  have  been  overthrown  in  peace,  and 
entombed  like  a  venerated  old  man,  are  questions  we  do  not  answer,  for 
we  fathom  not  the  resources  of  Providence.  Neither  know  we  to 
what  precise  ultimate  configuration  these  Western  Governments  are 
tending ;  but  we  are  satisfied  witli  the  practical  fact,  that  it  must  be  a 
configuration  capable  of  eliciting  and  comprehending  a  fuller  develop- 
ment of  the  energies  of  the  human  spirit,  and  thereby  joining  earth 
more  closely  with  that  superior  kingdom,  whither  many  great  and  good 
have  already  gone, — the  precursors  of  all  who  shall  be  worthy. 


TO  A  TEAR. 

Oh  I  thou  that,  tremulous  and  clear, 
When  on  the  cheek  thou  dost  appear, 

Canst  sooth  despair,  and  give  the  heart  relief ; 
Of  life  how  many  a  varied  feeling, 
Bright  dubious  drop !  art  thou  rcy.ealing  ? 

Alternately  the  type  of  joy  and  grief. 

Thou  wert  by  sin  first  introduced  to  man, 
When  woman *6  curiosity  outran 

Discretion,  and  our  race  from  Eden  horlM  : 
Great  Alexander  wept*thee,  when  no  state 
RemainM  for  his  red  arm  to  subjugate, 

And  his  dread  sceptre  waved  triumphant  o*er  the  world ! 

'Mid  wasteful  war,  and  carnage  dread, 
When  hy  a  pitying  hero  shed, 

Thou  add'st  a  jewel  to  hb  crown  of  lame  : 
But,  oh !  how  different  the  tear, 
That  speaks  the  trembling  coward's  fear  P 

At  once  his  badge  of  infamy  and  shame. 

When  lovers  part,  perhaps  for  ever. 

Thou  mark'st  the  moment  when  they  sever; 

And  when  fond  plighted  bosoms  meet. 
Thou  can'st  their  passion  pure  express 
More  truly  than  can  words  confessy-— 

For  then  thouVt  from  the  heart,  and  scom'st  deceit. 

When  dew-eyed  pity  gives  thee  birth. 
There's  not  a  sparkling  gem  of  earth 

Can  purer  lustre  borrow ; 
And  all  thy  loveliness  we  see. 
When  thou  art  shed  by  sympathy 

Upon  the  breast  of  sorrow.- 

When  for  a  sister's  fault  thou  flowesty 
How  bright  on  beauty's  fiice  thou  showest ! 

Which  then  seems  lo? lier  than  in  smiles  : 
Ye^  thou  can'st  speak  dissimulation's  art, 
And,  glittering  on  the  cheek,  belie  the  heart, 

Now  gracing  Eldon*s  Jaws,  and  now—a  crooodUeU  I 
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Triam  and  Other  Procbedinob  in  Matters  Criminal^  refore  trr 
Hioa  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland  ;  Selected  from  the  Recordtf 

■  of  thai  Court,  and  from  Original  Manuscript*  Preserved  in  the  Gene» 
ral  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  4  Vols,  ^aarto.  By  Robert  Pitcairn, 
Writer  to  his  Majesty's  Signet^  F.S.A.  Scot,  and  Hon.  F.S.A.  Perth^ 
&c    William  Tait,  Edinburg^h. 

Few  of  oar  Scottish  readers  require  to  be  told  that  this  important 
work  has  been  iR  course  of  publication  for  some  years,  havings  appeared 
at  intervals  in  Parts.  It  is  now  completed,  in  four  substantial  quarto 
volumes.  We  think  that  the  happy  termination  of  a  great  literary 
labour  is  as  apt  an  occasion  for  congratulation  as  the  finishing  of  a  bridge 
or  the  opening  of  a  railroad : — ^they  are  all  national  works.  In  this  belief 
we  take  leave  to  congratulate  Mr.  Pitcairn  on  the  happy  completion 
of  what  few  literary  men  of  these  degenerate  days  would  have  had  the 
oourage  to  undertake ;  and  fewer  still  the  patience,  perseverance,  and 
magnanimity  to  bring  to  a  successful  conclusion,  in  the  face  of  stupen* 
dous  difficulties,  and  with  the  drawback  of  foreseeing  that  this  was  of  the 
Rature  of  those  labours  which  must  prove  their  own  reward.  Let  us  be 
thankful  to  Providence  which  has  created  boys  who  will  sacrifice  every 
pleasure  and  advantage  to  go  to  sea  for  us ;  men  who  will  lavisii  their 
fortunes  in  perfecting  mechanical  discoveries  of  which  the  public  must 
reap  all  the  profit ;  and  writers  who  give  up  a  lifetime  of  leisure  and 
thought  to  works  which  enrich  the  general  stores  of  knowledge,  but  can 
never  repay  their  authors.  Mr.  Pitcairn  is,  we  fear,  among  the  last  of 
the  literary  legal  race  who  will  disinterestedly  spend  years  in  knock- 
ing about  the  dust  and  digging  among  the  rubbish  of  the  mines  of  anti- 
quity, to  collect  the  precious  materials  requisite  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment which  many  will  admire,  though  few  will  find  it  expedient  to  con- 
tribute to  the  expense  of  erection.  This,  however,  is  all  as  it  should  be  ; 
or  if  there  occur  occasional  individual  hardship,  the  general  good  more 
than  compensates  it.  So,  trusting  that  Mr.  Pitcairn  may  not  be  very 
much  a  pecuniary  loser  by  the  public  gain,  we  proceed  to  profit  by  his 
toils. 

His  laborious  and  comprehensive  work,  is  valuable  in  many  ways. 
To  the  lawyer,  but  especially  to  the  Scotch  practitioner,  it  is  professionally 
useful.  It  will  minister  largely  to  those  pursuits  and  speculations  in 
which  the  historical  antiquary  delights ;  while  to  the  statesman,  the  phi- 
losopher, and  the  moralist,, who  dive  deeply,  or  look  far  abroad  through 
the  realms  of  human  thought  and  action^  these  true  pictures  of  the  man- 
ners, habits  of  mind,  and  conduct,  of  a  rude  and  turbulent  society  in  a 
state  of  change  and  progression,  furnish  the  most  valuable  information. 
The  materials  of  authentic  history,  in  rude  periods  of  society,  are  gene- 
rally difficult  to  come  by ;  and  if  we  are  to  find  them  anywhere  un- 
mixed, it  must  be  in  the  records  of  Courts  of  Law.  The  poets,  at  all 
periods,  colour  and  exaggerate,  flatter  or  satirize;  early  chroniclers 
and  travellers  distort  facts  from  party  bias,  or  neglect  important  traits 
and  details  from  slothfulness  or  ignorance ;  but  the  records  of  Courts 
of  Law^  imperfect  as  they  may  be,  reflect  with  fidelity  contemporary 
manners  ;  and  legal  declarations  and  examinations,  and  the  evidence 
evolved  on  trials,  generally  give  a  truer,  because  a  closer  view  of  the  state 
of  a  rude  society  than  any  other  description  of  testimony.  The  value  of 
sneh  documents  must  not  be  estimated  by  contemporary  records.    These 
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exhibit,  for  example,  the  state  of  crime  in  Scotland  ;  but  the  elder  records 
are  its  history,  that  period  not  being  reached  when  the  good  and  the  bad, 
or  the  reckless  and  the  circumspect,  are  forced  into  separation,  and  form 
distinct  classes.  A  nobleman  tried  for  murder  or  treason,  in  our  times, 
would  be  an  unjust  representative  of  his  order,  as  these  are  not  its  mo. 
dern  vices ;  but  one  convicted  of  a  raid  and  a  murder  iil  the  times  with 
which  Mr.  Pitcairn  deals,  would  be  a  tolerably  fair  specimen  of  his 
turbulent  brotherhood,  when  such  crimes  were  generally  prevalent,  and 
wore  the  grace  of  fashion,  and  were  perpetrated  in  the  impunity  of 
general  Bu£Frage.  But  it  is  time  we  gave  some  account  of  Mr.  Pitcairn's 
work. 

The  Criminal  Trials  in  Scotland  form  three  splendid  quarto  volumes, 
in  fact,  as  was  mentioned,  four ;  as  the  first  volume  from  its  size  is  neces- 
sarily bound  up  in  two.  They  embrace  the  most  important  epochs  of  Scot- 
tish history,  the  reigns  of  James  IV.,  V.,  Queen  Mary,  and  James  VJ., 
the  period  which  witnessed  the  final  and  fiercest  struggles  between  the 
various  factions  of  the  nobility  and  the  monarchy,  and  of  the  Reforma- 
tion  and  union  of  the  crowns.  This  memorable  period  in  Scottish  annals 
extends  from  1488  to  1624.  The  work,  Mr.  Pitcairn  mentions,  was  sug- 
gested  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who,  among  the  many  projects  of  his  teem- 
ing  brain,  contemplated  the  publication  of  a  selection  of  the  more  remark- 
able of  our  ancient  criminal  trials.  The  task  devolved  to  Mr.  Pitcairn, 
who  has  zealously,  and  even  with  enthusiasm,  followed  the  course  indi- 
cated by  his  illustrious  adviser.  And  it  is  fortunately  so.  The  more  pro- 
fitable, brilliant,  and  congenial  literary  engagements  of  Sir  Walter  Scott 
would  have  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  bestow  the  days,  and  nights, 
and  months,  and  years,  of  patient,  unwearied,  unrewarded  toil  and  re- 
search which  Mr.-  Pitcairn  has  dedicated  to  this  labour ;  nor  could  he 
have  patiently  combated  the  many  fatiguing  or  repulsive  obstacles 
which  Mr.  Pitcairn  has  met  and  conquered  by  indomitable  perseverance, 
and  rendered  subservient  to  his  original  and  fixed  purpose  of  giving  a 
body  of  authentic  information.  The  most  obvious  and  the  greatest  merit 
of  his  finished  work  is,  we  acknowledge,  that  which  is  recognised  by  the 
most  cursory  reader, — namely  that  the  book  is  curious  and  interesting, 
as  it  elucidates  the  rude  state  of  manners  and  arts,  only  between,  two 
and  three  centuries  back,  in  a  country  that  now  justly  claims  to  be 
among  the  most  civilized  in  the  world.  But  it  possesses  other  intrin- 
sic merits  which  must  not  be  overlooked ;  for  accuracy  and  scrupulous 
fidelity,  though  humble  virtues  in  a  modern  author  or  editor,  are  be- 
coming rare,  and  will  accordingly  soon  again  bear  high  price.  We  need 
not  expatiate  upon  the  wild  and  disjointed  state  of  civil  society  in 
Scotland,  at  the  time  when  James  IV.  came  to  the  throne,  and  shewed 
an  inclination  to  commence  those  regular  regal  inroads  upon 

The  good  old  rule,  the  rimple  plan, 

which  were  so  energetically  carried  forward  by  his  sullen  and  vindic- 
tive successor.  The  very  names  of  the  common  offences  of  those  days 
are  now  a  mystery,  though  none  are  tried  in  which  some  name  of  note 
in  Scottish  genealogy  does  not  appear  either  among  the  criminals,  or  as 
their  patrons  and  sureties.  Slaughter,  murder,  oppression,  common  theft, 
ravishing  or  abduction,  we  might  still  understand, — and  violently  deforc- 
ing king's  messengers  is  still  heard  of  in  Ireland  and  the  Highlands ;  but 
what  will  the  English  reader  make  of  stouthrief,  intercommuning  with 
rebels,  brigandice,  bringing  in  the  thieves  of  Leven,  umbsetting  the  hie- 
gaitt,  hereschip,  invasion,  hamesucken,  taking  blackmail,  besetting  the 
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Abbott  of  Melrose^  or  slaughtering  him  of  Culross^  selling  sheep  to 
Englishmen^  girnalling  of  victual,  and  taking  captive  with,  at  one  time, 
Protestant  heresy,  a  few  years  afterwards  harbouring  Jesuits,  or  hear- 
ing mass,  the  merits  of  the  subjects  of  James  IV.  becoming  the  crimed 
of  those  of  James  VI.  Treason  was  the  leading  crime  tried  in  the  first 
years  of  James  IV. ;  and  that  for  state-party  purposes.  Though  other  of- 
fences common  to  the  age  flourished  in  full  vigour,  the  offenders  either  re- 
mained undisturbed,  came  in  the  king's  will  and  got  off  with  a  fine,  or,  as 
Was  the  more  common  way,  found  protection  from  their  feudal  superiors, 
and  the  heads  of  their  families ;  or  probably  were  tried  in  their  local  juris, 
dictions.  The  crimes  of  burning,  plundering,  and  murder,  which  the  clients 
were  incited  to  commit  by  their  patron  for  his  advantage,  or  in  consequence 
of  his/<;ud,or  revengeful  hereditary  quarrel,  were  pardoned  or  overlooked 
by  his  influence  with  the  mightier  chief  for  whom  he  performed  similar 
services  upon  a  larger  scale.  There  were,  however,  offences  that  were  not 
80  easily  forgiven, — those  committed  by  men  who  had  no  powerful  patron, 
or  such  crimes  as  affected  the  exclusive  interests  of  the  higher  orders  and 
the  charch.  The  sons  of  the  smaller  lairds  made  a  younger  brother's  pro^ 
fession  of  stealing  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep ;  and  if  the  theft  was  not 
atoned  by  private  reprisal,  their  fathers  and  their  brothers  became  theif 
sureties  to  satisfy  parties  : — and  there  was  no  more  about  it. 

In  the  Tth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Fourth  James,  the  laird  of  Quithope 
seems  to  have  been  surety  for  half  the  thieves  of  Ettrick  Forest,  aided 
by  the  regular  mercenary  banditti,  known  as  the  thieves  of  Levyn, 
who  seem  to  have  been  like  Swiss  soldiers  ready  to  act  for  any  side  where 
there  was  pay  and  booty.  No  doubt  the  Laird  of  Quithope  had  his  own  ven- 
ture and  share  of  the  "  Michaelmas-moon"  produce.  He  was  a  TurnbuU ; 
and  reprisal  with  slaughter  was  made  on  him  by  the  Scotts ;  John  of 
Deloraine  bringing  in  the  thieves  of  Liddisdale,  Eskdale,  and  Ewisdale 
to  his  assistance.  Scott  of  Quitchester,  Scott  of  Howpaslot,  and  Scott  of 
Bucoleuchseem  to  have  been  the  general  sureties  for  the  freebooters  of  the 
clan  Scott.  For  one  set  of  cattle,  horse,  and  sheep-stealers,  Andrew  Kef 
of  Fernihirst  was  the  general  voucher,  with  Mark  Ker  of  Dolphinstoune^ 
These  robberies  were  often  attended  with  murder  of  the  people  who  gal. 
lantly  defended  their  cattle  ;  but  this  made  apparently  little  difference  in 
the  gradations  of  crime.  Where  blood  was  every  day  wantonly  shed,  in 
brawls  and  onslaughts,  life  was  viewed  as  of  small  value  ;  at  least  vassal 
life.  A  band  of  robbers,  protected  by  the  Kers  were  named  Oliven 
After  plundering  right  and  left  for  some  years,  they  failed  of  borrowis 
at  last,  and  received  the  reward  of  their  crimes. 

At  a  Justice- Aire  in  Jedworth,  in  the  15th  of  James  IV.,  we  find 
noticed  nearly  forty  eases  of  cattle  and  horse  stealing  in  the  ancient 
wholesale  wayj  with  the  common  accompaniments  of  burning,  slaugh- 
ter, plundering  churches,  hereschip  of  mansions,  bringing  in  English 
thieves,  and  the  Artnstrangis,  violent  occupation  of  lands,  &c»  &c., — a 
catalogue  that  would  do  honour  to  a  Kilkenny  assize,  in  the  most 
violent  times  of  the  Whitefeet.  It  was  very  rare  that  any  one  was 
hung  for  offences  of  this  nature,  or  for  the  murders  attending  them< 
The  hanging  of  Johnny  Armstrong  by  James  V.,  was  therefore  as  appal- 
ling, from  the  rarity  of  the  punishment,  as  from  the  brave  and  gallant 
Lord  John  being  one  of  the  gentle-blooded  among  the  numerous 
''  minions  of  the  moon."  The  law  had  its  points  of  honour  then,  as 
it  still  has.  A  revengeful  murderer  easily  escaped ;  but  a  thief,  who 
used  the  garb  of  a  social  mummer  or  guisard  to  conceal  his  designs, 
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and  thus  committed  a  breadi  of  faith  and  hospitality^  put  himself  with* 
out  the  pale.  We  are  also  led  to  thinlc  that  somewhat  more  severity 
was  displayed  to  his  Majesty's  northern  subjects^  than  to  the  gallant 
horderers.  The  criminal  law  might  be  rapacious^  but  it  was  not  yet  san- 
guinary. Among  other  **  punctis*qf  the  dittay"  to  be  '^  inquirit"  at  the 
Justice-Aires,  in  the  latter  years  of  James  IV.^  were^  ''  gif  thair  be  ony 
culzours  (cozeners),  night-walkers  or  somars,  any  witchcraft  or  sorcery, 
goldsmiths  who  made  false  mextioune,  ony  who  made  convocations  or 
gatherings  of  our  sovereign  lordis  lieges," — public  meetings  never  being 
relished  by  crowned  heads, — '^  ony  strikers  of  false  money,  ony  salmon-, 
fishers  in  forbidden  time,  or  peelers  of  green  wood,  or  stalkers  of  deer 
in  their  lord's  parkes,  or  catchers  of  hares  in  snow,  or  breakers  of  orch- 
ards or  dove-cots,  or  if  there  be  ony  false  measures  or  weights."  These 
are  but  a  sample.  The  roll  of  offences  was  fast  swelling,  and  legislation 
had  already  laid  its  meddling  fingers  upon  trade.  Specific  prices  were 
set  upon  every  article  of  traffic ;  and  it  was  a  crime  to  sell  butes  or 
th&ne,  or  for  berkarU  to  sell  leather,  save  at  the  prices  specified.  The 
quantity  of  barley  that  maltmen  were  to  use  for  their  ale  was  specified  ; 
and  it  was  then,  as  it  still  is,  a  misdemeanour  to  take  certain  goods  to 
any  sea-ports  save  those  licensed  by  royal  authority.  At  Wigtoun,  in 
1513,  we  find  the  sheriff,  Patrick  Agnew,  tried  for  oppression  and  here- 
schip,  in  making  his  neighbours  build  him  dykes  (fences)  with  their  own 
peats,  and,  for  successive  years,  extorting  the  labouring  of  his  land,  be. 
sides  plundering  them  yearly  of  a  swine.  The  Laird  of  Lochinver  be- 
came the  sheriff's  surety ;  and  he  himself  became  that  of  a  gentleman  of 
his  name,  probably  a  relation,  guilty  of  similar  oppression  of  the  neigh- 
bouring small  proprietors  of  ArdweU  and  Lepalt.  The  marvel  is,  how 
the  Sheriff  was  accused  at  all ;  but  he  hsd  been  guilty  of  state  crimes^ 
and  had  openly  opposed  the  law,  in  that  unpardonable  offence—making 
convocations  c^f  the  lieges,  with  "  jakkies  and  splentis." 

Of  the  trials  which  took  place  during  the  minority  of  James  V.,  no 
record  is  preserved.  The  first  years  were  marked  by  the  increase  of. 
crimes  which  had  thriven  under  the  lenient  discipline  of  the  law,  as  it 
was  administered  in  the  previous  reign.  They  were  now  to  receive  a 
decided  check.  In  May  1530,  Cockbum,  Laird  of  Henderland,  and 
Adam  Scott  of  Tushielaw,  called  the  King  qf  the  Border  Thieves,  were 
beheaded, — ^the  first  for  bringing  in  English  banditti  to  plunder  the 
lands  of  Glenquhome^the  latter  for  drawing  blackmail,  even  while  he 
lay  in  prison  in  Edinburgh  Castle.  The  vigour  with  which  the  young 
King  proceeded  against  the  Border  thieves  is  justly  attributed  to  mixed 
motives.  He  struck  at  the  higher  nobility  through  the  sides  of  their 
dependents  and  followers  among  the  barons  and  lairds ;  and  in  osteUp. 
sibly  forwarding  the  interests  of  public  justice,  never  forgot  the  dearer 
gratification  of  his  private  revenge. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  sort  of  entertainment  with  which  Mr.  Pitcairn's 
volumes  are  replete,  we  shall  here  insert  the  last  adventure  of  Johnnie 
Armstrong,  the  Laird  of  Kilnockie — a  name  dear  to  traditionary  fame 
far  beyond  Scotland. 

<<  <  To  ihif  elfcci  he  gave  chairge  te  all  Barlee,  Lordis,  Barnmcs,  frieholderii  and 
gentlemen  to  oompier  at  Edinburgh  with  ane  monethis  victuall,  to  paa  with  the  King 
to  daonton  the  Thieves  of  TevidaiU  and  Annprdaill,  with  all  vther  pairtis  of  the 
realme.  Also,  t)ie  King  desired  all  gentlemen  that  had  doggis  that  wer  gud  to  hrin^ 
thame  with  thame  to  hunt  in  the  saidis  bonndis ;  quhilk  the  most  pairt  of  the  Nobl- 
men  of  the  Hilaadis  did,  sik  as  the  Barles  of  Hontlie,  Argvle,  and  Athall,  who 
brought  thair  deir-houndis  with  thams^  and  hunted  with  his  M^jesti^  Thir  lAwdia 
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with  many  other  Lordia  and  Gentlemeii,  to  the  number  of  tnalf  thontind  men,  as. 
aemhlet  at  Bdinbnrgh,  and  thairfra  went  with  the  Kinyli  paoe  to  Meggadand,  in  the 
^ohilkif  bonndu  war  alaine,  at  that  tyme,  aughteine  acoir  of  deir. 

«  <  £ftir  thie  hunting  the  King  hanged  Johne  Armstrang,  Laird  qf  Kilnokie,  qnhilk 
monie  ScotUs  menne  heavilie  lamented,  for  he  was  aue  doubtit  man,  and  ale  guid  ana 
Chiftnne  as  evir  was  vponn  the  Border]%  aither  of  Scotland  or  of  England.  And 
albeit  he  was  ane  Ions  Idvand  man,  and  sustained  the  number  of  xxiiij  weiU  horsed 
able  gentlemen  with  him,  yitt  he  nerir  molested  no  Soottis  man.  Bot  it  is  said,  from 
the  Soottis  Border  to  New  Castle  of  Ingland,  thair  was  not  ane  of  quhatsocrer  estate 
bot  payed  to  this  Johne  Armstrang  ane  tribute,  to  be  Me  of  his  cumber,  he  was  so 
doubtit  in  Ingland.  So,  when  be  entred  in  before  the  King,  he  cam  verrie  revereutlie 
with  his  forsaid  number,  rerrie  richlie  apparrelled,  trusting  that  in  respect  he  had 
cum  to  the  Kingis  grace  wUlinglie  and  voluntarlie,  not  being  tane  nor  apprehendit  be 
the  King,  he  sould  obtaine  the  mair  favour.  But  when  the  King  saw  him  and  hit 
men  so  gorgeous  in  thair  apparrell,  and  so  many  braw  men  ynder  ane  tirrantis  com- 
mandement,  throwardlie  he  turned  about  his  face,  and  bad  tak  that  tirrant  out  of 
his  sight,  saying,  <  Quhat  wantis  yon  knaye  that  a  king  should  have  ?*  But  when 
Johne  Armsirange  peroeayed  that  the  King  kindled  in  ane  inrie  againes  him,  and  had 
no  hope  of  his  lyf^  notwithstanding  of  many  great  and  fiiir  offeris  quhilk  he  oflered 
to  the  King;  that  ii^  that  he  shoidd  sustene  him  self  with  fourtie  gentlemen,  erer 
readie  to  awaitt  ypoun  his  Migestie*s  seryioe^  and  neWr  to  tak  a  pennie  of  Sootland| 
nor  Soottis  man ;  secondlie,  that  thair  was  not  ane  subject  in  Ingland,  Duik,  Earle, 
Lord,  or  Barroun,  bot  withm  ane  certane  day  he  should  bring  ony  of  thame  to  his 
Biajestie,  either  quick  or  dead  1  He,  seing  no  hope  of  the  Kingis  favour  towardia 
him,  said  yerrie  proudlie^  <  I  am  bot  ane  fooll  to  seik  grace  at  ane  gmceles  &oe  I  Bot 
had  I  knawn.  Sir,  that  yea  would  have  takin  my  lyff  this  day,  1  sould  have  lived 
ypoun  the  Borderis  in  disphyte  of  King  Harie  and  yow  baith ! — for  I  know  King 
Harie  would  doun-weigh  my  best  hors  with  gold  to  knaw  that  I  war  condemned  to 
die  this  day  !*  So  he  was  led  to  the  scaffold,  and  he  and  all  his  men  hanged.  This 
being  done,  the  King  returned  to  Edinburgh  the  zziiy  day  of  Julij,  and  remained 
mdkle  of  that  winter  in  Edinburgh. 

^  The  place  where  this  execution  took  place  is  still  pointed  out  to  strangers,  being 
at  CarUnrig  Chapei,  about  ten  miles  above  Hawick,  on  the  high  road  to  Langholm. 
Sir  Walter  ScoU  Adda,  the  country  people  believe,  that  to  manifest  the  injustice  of 
this  execution,  the  trees  withered  away  1  Armstrong  and  his  followers  were  buried 
in  a  deserted  churchyard,  where  their  graves  are  still  shewn.** 

The  mere  enumeration  of  a  few  of  the  leading  cases  tried  during  this 
reign  throws  a  strong  light  upon  the  state  of  Scottish  society.  The  par. 
ties  were  either  all  of  the  class  of  lairds,  or  of  the  lesser  barons,  or  High, 
land  chiefs.  We  find  Sir  Patrick  Hepbume  "  denounced  rebel,"  for  not 
appearing  at  an  assize  to  answer  for  felony  and  oppression  done  to  the 
Laird  oi  Congeltoun.  ^Holland  Lindsay  and  Alan  Lockert  of  Lee,  con- 
victed of  art  and  part  in  the  cruel  slaughter  of  Ralph  Weir,  and  beheaded. 
Death  was  still  an  unusual  measure  of  severity.  When  it  was  inflicted, 
beheading  was  the  mode  of  punishment  for  gentlemen.  The  lower  orders 
were  hanged,  and  females  were  either  drowned,  or  woriet  (strangled)  and 
then  bamt  at  "  ane  stake."  A  priest  implicated  in  the  murder  of 
Ralph  Weir,  was  replegiated  by  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  to  underly 
the  law.  In  many  instances  cited,  and  no  doubt  it  held  in  every  one,  eo. 
clesiastics  were  rescued  from  the  ordinary  modes  of  criminal  law,  by  their 
spiritual  superiors,  and  given  up  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  spiritual  courts. 
£Ten  yet  clergymen  have  scarcely  subdued  their  jealousy  of  Uie  common 
tribunals  in  their  peculiar  cases.  Churchmen  were  often  implicated, ''  art 
and  part"  in  the  murders  which  were  constantly  occurring.  In  the  mur. 
der  of  Cunninghame,  laird  of  Craiganis,  and  his  servant,  several  persona 
of  rank  were  implicated.  Lord  Sempill,  and  his  son  and  heir  apparent  were 
the  principal  parties ;  and  Sir  John  Sempill,  vicar  of  Erskin,  was  accused 
of  art  and  part,  and  given  up  to  his  Church  Courts.  Priests  then,  and 
tiU  the  Reformation,  bore  the  title.  Sir.  Very  common  cases  were  those 
•f  dmkdiy  feud,  as  that  between  the  Lord  Forbes  aaO  the  Earl  of  HontUtf. 
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In  those  cases  all  the  gentry  dependent  upon  both  the  noble  Louses 
were  regularly  involved  ;  and  thus  the  feud  spread^  became  personal,  and 
was  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another,  gathering  more  deadly 
rancour.  Thus  the  murder  of  Craiganis  gave  new  impulse  to  the  feud  be- 
tween the  Sempills  and  the  Cunninghams^  and  several  obscure  persons 
were  beheaded  for  the  crime  while  the  principals  got  off  in  the  usual 
manner.  But  the  feud  was  soon  resumed  between  the  leading  persons  ; 
and  we  find  the  master  of  Glencairn,  his  brothers,  kinsman,  and  allies^ 
giving  surety  to  answer  at  the  next  Justice-Aire  for  umbsetting  the  hie» 
gittj  with  intent  to  murder  Lord  Sempill,  between  liis  castle  of  Sempiil 
and  his  place  of  Lfovell ;  and  both  the  Sempills  and  the  Cunninghams 
bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  under  large  penalties,  in  consequence  of 
another  affray  a  few  days  afterwards.  Stouthrieff  of  the  clan  Gregor  is 
first  noticed  in  this  reign,  who  in  1533  were  put  to  the  horn,  and  de- 
nounced rebels,  for  taking  a  prey  from  their  lowland  neighbour,  the  £arl 
of  Menteith. 

Sir  Patrick  Hepbume  of  Wauglitone,  knight,  appears  to  hare  been  a 
stirring  man  in  his  own  neighbourhood.  At  one  time  we  find  him,  and  hii^ 
brothers,  aided  by  three  priests,  waylaying  Wauchope  of  Niddry-Mar. 
shall,  and  shortly  after  charged  with  invasion  and  hamesucken. 

The  number  of  slaughters  and  murders  among  the  nobility  and  gentry 
during  a  few  years  of  this  reign,  gives  a  sure  indication  of  the  disorderly 
state  of  society.  In  a  very  short  space  of  time,  we  find  enumerated,  the 
slaughter  of  the  Earl  of  Cassilis  by  Campbell  of  Louden,  of  Lord  Fleming, 
in  which  Scot  of  Bratwholm  was  implicated,  and  the  wounding  of  the 
Countess  of  Crawfurd.  Among  the  laird^f  slain  at  the  same  period,  either 
in  feuds,  or  in  consequence  of  them,  are  Kennedy,  Laird  of  Lochland, 
Weir  of  Stonebyres,  by  the  Rector  of  Colbintoune,  Cunningham  of  Aucb- 
inhervy,  by  the  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  and  his  partisans;  the  Laird  of  Ceas- 
furde,  the  Laird  of  Castlecary,  the  Laird  of  Duffus,  the  Laird  of  Mel- 
drum,  the  young  Laird  of  Conhaithe,  the  Laird  of  Comestone,  the  Laird 
of  Scottistoun,  the  Laird  of  Westhall,  and  many  others.  Thus,  in  one 
affray,  we  find  three  persons,  bearing  the  title  iairds  or  landed  proprietors^ 
killed  by  Campbell  of  Auchinhowye  and  his  partisans.  State  crimes  were 
very  frequently  prosecuted  in  this  reign,  the  vindictive  hatred  which  the 
King  bore  the  house  of  Douglas  never  slumbering.  Intercommuning  with 
rebels  was  a  constant  offence ;  but  to  be  a  partisan  of,  or  to  assist  the  Earl 
of  Angus  or  his  uncle,  was  beyond  all  forgiveness.  Among  other  instances. 
Lady  Traquair  was  compelled  to  give  ample  surety ''  to  observe  and  keep 
good  rules  and  in  speciall  sail  nocht  write  nor  send  any  writing^  to  the  Dou- 
glasses, our  Sovereign  lord's  rebels,  now  being  in  England,  or  interoommune 
ifith  them  in  any  manner  of  way,  and  sail  enter  her  person  in  ward,  in 
whatsoever  place  it  shall  please  the  King's  grace,"  &c.  &c.  This  is  a  merw 
ciful  case.  That  of  Janet  Lady  Glammis  remains  the  foulest  blot  of  this 
reign,  and  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  instances  of  a  tyrant's  revenge, 
pursued  under  colour  of  justice,  that  stains  the  annals  of  Scottish  history. 
In  the  judicial  murder  of  the  Master  of  Forbes,  whose  real  offence  was 
having  married  the  sister  of  the  Earl  of  Angus,  the  King  was  perhaps  the 
tool  of  the  Earl  Huntlie,  the  feudal  rival  of  Forbes;  but  the  prosecution 
of  Lady  Glammis  was  his  own  relentless  and  diabolical  deed,  lliis  sin- 
gular prosecution  discovered  an  inveteracy  of  purpose,  and  vindictive- 
ness  of  disposition,  almost  unparalleled  even  among  those  who  are  early 
corrupted  by  courts,  and  by  the  possession  of  irresponsible  power  over 
the  lives  and  happiness  of  their  fellow  creatures^    The  accou^it  which 
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Mr.  Pitcairn  has  given  of  this  dark  transaction  does  equal  honour  to  the 
acuteness  of  his  intellect,  and  the  humiinity  of  his  heart.  At  the  risk  of 
making  a  long  quotation^  though  it  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  one^  we 
adopt  his  narration  of  this  remarkable  case. 

^  One  of  the  most  remarkable  passages  in  the  history  of  the  reign  of  King  James  V., 
is  the  detail  of  the  proceedings  so  raucorouaiy  adopted  and  put  in  execution  against 
Jean  or  Jonet  Douglas,  Lady  Glammis.  The  editor  considers  it  as  due  to  the  me- 
mory of  a  iiobl^  and,  as  he  conscientiously  believes,  a  much  injured  lady,  whose 
character  has  met  with  an  imdue  measure  of  severity  from  historians,  to  enter  ratlier 
more  fully  than  usual  into  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  her  case.  It  is  probable  that 
this  injustice  has  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been  usual  for  succeed- 
ing writers  to  take  for  granted  all  statements  made  in  the  earlier  chroniclers  and  his- 
torians, without  farther  examination ;  and  thus,  until  Mr,  Piiikerton  and  Mr.  Tyt" 
ler  adopted  a  very  different  course,  errors  the  most  glaring  were  perpetuated,  and 
handed  down  from  one  author  to  another. 

'<  Jonet  Lady  Glammis  Avas  the  second  danghter  of  George  Master  of  Angus,  (el- 
dest son  of  <  the  great  Earl,^  best  known  by  the  name  of  <  BeU-the-Cat^  by  Eliza- 
beth, second  daughter  of  John  first  Lord  Drummond.  The  reader  may  be  reminded, 
that  the  undaunted  old  Earl  of  Angus,  having  remonstrated  against  the  rashness 
and  imprudence  of  King  James  IV.  accepting  the  challenge  of  the  Earl  of  Surrey  to 
fight,  received  what  he  deemed  an  unpardonable  affront  from  his  sovereign,  who 
taunted  him  for  his  counsel,  and  proudly  told  him,  if  he  was  afraid,  he  was  at  li- 
berty  to  go  home.  Retiring  in  disgust  from  the  field  of  battle  himself,  and,  as  is  re- 
lated, with  tears  of  indignation,  he  generously  left  all  his  followers  ivith  his  two 
eldest  sons,  who  both  fell  at  Flodden  Field,  with  two  hundred  gentlemen  of  their 
name.  Bell-the-Cat,  broken-hearted,  thereupon  withdrew  from  the  world,  and  died 
the  following  year,  1514,  at  the  Priory  of  Whithorn,  in  Galloway. 

<<  The  unfortunate  lady  who  was  the  victim  in  the  following  trial,  married  John 
sixth  Lord  Glammis,  who  died  Dec.  12,  1527,  leaving  issue  by  her,  John  seventh 
Lord  Glammis,  then  a  youth,  who  was  long  involved  in  the  consequences  of  his  mo- 
ther's misfortunes,  and  Eligabethf  married  to  Ross  of  Craigie.  She  appears  soon  af- 
terwards to  have  married  Archibald  Campbell,  who  is  styled  by  historians  <  of  Kep- 
neith.*  This  gentleman  appears  to  the  editor  to  have  been  Archibald  Campbell  of 
Skippinche  (Skipnish,)  who  was  the  second  son  of  Archibald  second  Earl  of  Argyle. 
He  obtained  a  charter  of  the  lands  and  Keepership  of  the  Castle  of  Skipynche  or 
Skipnish,  Aug.  13,  1511,  from  King  James  IV.  The  editor  does  not  recollect  to 
have  met  with  the  title  of  Keipnech  in  any  of  the  public  recors,  and  thinks  it  ex- 
tremely probable  that  Campbell  of  Skipnish  was  the  second  husband  of  Lady  Glam- 
mis. At  all  events,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  a  high-bom  Lady  of  so  distinguished  a 
family  as  that  of  Douglas,  would  stoop  to  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  a  small 
Highland  Laird,  unconnected  with  any  noble  fiimily.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state, 
that  the  Editor  has  no  proof  to  adduce  in  support  of  this  surmise.  Being  possessed 
of  a  masculine  mind,  and  a  large  measure  of  that  undaunted  courage,  which  so  long 
characterized  the  Douglasses,  she  generously,  but  imprudently,  braved  the  King*s 
Proclamations,  which  strictly  forbid  all  persons,  of  whatever  degree,  from  <  inter- 
communing*  with,  or  giving  food,  raiment,  or  shdter  to  the  Earl  of  Angus,  and  other 

traitors  and  rebels,  under  pain  of  death. , 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

<<  So  early  as  Dec.  1,  1528,  she  was  summoned  to  answer  before  Parliament,  along 
with  Patrick  Hume  of  Blaeater,  Hugh  Kennedy  qf  Girvanemanys,  and  Patrick 
Charteris,  for  art  and  part,  counsel,  assistance,  &c.,  afforded  to  the  Earl  of  Angus, 
in  convocating  the  lieges  for  eight  days  immediately  preceding  Jun.  1,  for  invasion  of 
the  King^s  person.  This  summons  of  treason  was  continued  to  Jan.  18,  1528-29, 
when,  the  matter,  so  far  as  Lady  Glammis  was  concerned,  seems  to  have  been  dropped, 
for  on  the  next  diet,  Jan.  22,  her  name  no  longer  appears.  In  a  few  years  afterwards, 
on  Jul.  1,  1531,  we  find  that  Gawyne  Hamiltoune  got  a  gift  from  the  Crown  of  the 
escheat  of  all  the  goods,  heritable  and  moveable,  which  had  pertained  to  Jonet  Lady 
Glammis,  and  had  been  forfeited  on  account  of  her  *  Intercommunyng  with  our  soue- 
rane  lordis  RebbelUs,  or  for  ony  vthir  crymes,*  &c.  On  Nov.  29  of  that  year,  Hal- 
dane  of  Kelonr  and  several  others  were  fined  for  not  passing  upon  her  assize ;  and  on 
Jan.  31,  1531-2,  John  Drummond  of  Innerpcffery  became  surety  for  her  entry  at  the 
next  Justice-aire  of  Forfar,  for  art  and  part  in  taking  the  life  of  her  husband,  John 
sixth  Lord  Glammis,  <  per  intoxicationem^  which  probably  was  meant  to  signify  the 
employing  of  drugs,  charms,  or  enchanted  potions.     This  shifting  of  the  ground,  in 
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rdation  to  the  charge  of  crime  alleged  against  hrr,  Meini  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
^repeated  refusal  of  the  baroos  to  cou.e  foru  ard  as  assessun  or  jurors  on  her  trial,  and 
from  the  fear  on  the  part  of  the  public  prosecutor  that  the  case  would  break  dowu 
lor  vant  of  legal  and  satisfactory  proof  of  her  being  guilty  of  any  treason.  Such 
euspicious  circumstances  naturally  lead  us  to  infer  that  her  real  crime  was  the  poli* 
(ical  oflimce  of  her  being  a  true-hearted  Dooglas,  and  as  such  a  oontumacioua  de- 
fpiser  of  the  Royal  tyranny,  which  would  attempt  to  force  her  to  deny  succour  to  her 
oppressed  brothers  and  uncle,  and  other  <  Rebels.*  As  Lord  Glammis  died  Dec  12» 
1527,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  all  legal  proceedings  would  be  allowed  by  the  ml. 
▼isers  of  the  Crown  to  be  totally  suspended  for  nearly  four  years  against  one  who 
was,  at  any  rate,  obnoxious  to  the  King.  There  were  never  awanting  enough  of 
of&cious  spies  about  the  Scottish  court  to  ferret  out  the  truth  of  even  the  shadow  of 
autpicion  of  crime  against  those  who  were  unhappy  enough  to  lie  under  its  ban  ;  and 
had  there  been  any  just  ground  of  accusation.  Lady  61ammi8*s  career  would  haye  at 
once  been  cut  short**  •  •  •  •  •  • 

'<  Perhaps  the  fabulous  story  in  regard  to  a  charge  of  Witchcraft  having  been 
brought  against  Lady  Glammis^  may  have  originated  in  the  preceding  attempt  to 
&steu  upon  her  the  pretended  guilt  of  taking  away  her  first  husband*s  life  by  charmed 
drinks  or  drugs.  This,  howerer,  took  place  many  yean  before  her  execution.  A 
more  plausible  reason  for  reporting  that  she  dealt  in  Magic  or  Witchcraft  may  have 
been  the  barbarous  manner  of  her  death ;  for,  she  having  died  at  the  stake,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  popular  report,  fifty  years,  or  even  a  century  afterwards,  would  be 
that  she  was  <  Burnt  for  a  witch.*  In  all  cases  of  Treason  and  Murder,  as  well  aa 
those  of  Witchcraft,  Sorcery,  &c.,  females  of  rank  were  invariably  burnt  ai  ths  staJbe, 
until  a  comparatively  recent  date,  when  decapitation  was  sometimes  granted,  in  par- 
ticular instances.  In  crimes  of  an  inferior  description,  such  as  Theft,  &c.,  females^ 
and  often  infirm  old  men,  were  drowned.  From  not  attending  to  this  circumstance^ 
iCnd  as  Witchcraft  was  uniformly'  punished  by  burning  at  the  stake  down  to  the 
commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  was  natural  for  the  more  modem  hia- 
tbrians,  who  were  well  aware  of  the  manner  of  her  death,  to  repeat  what  ihey  had 
met  with  in  the  pages  of  earlier  chroniclers,  &c. 

*'  There  is  one  circumstance  which  strikes  the  Editor  as  affording  a  very  eztraordi« 
nary  feature  in  these  proceedings.  The  truly  amiable  Magdalene  Queen  of  Scotland, 
who  had  only  arrived  from  France  on  May  19,  died  on  July  ^,  1537  ;  which  plunged 
the  King  and  the  nation  into  the  deepest  sorrow.  Never  did  a  Queen-consort  com* 
mence  her  reign  under  happier  auspices,  and  with  so  entire  a  love  of  all  her  subjects 
James  V.  had  to  all  appearance  abandoned  himself  to  grief  for  her  loss,  and  had 
retired  from  the  pleasures  of  the  court  and  from  all  his  usual  sports  and  employments, 
when  suddenly,  <  in  the  very  crisis  of  domestic  and  national  affliction,*  these  rigorous 
proceedings  were  adopted  and  perpetrated,  with  feeUngs  of  private  revenge  and  hatred 
altogether  abliorent  to  human  nature.** 

Mr.  Pitcairn  takes  this  interesting  account  of  this  unfortunate  and 
liigh.minded  lady,  from  the  history  of  Scotland,  by  Dairid  Scott,  Inner 
Temple. 

All  the  papers  illustrative  of  this  case,  which  Mr.  Pitcairn  has  collected 
are  exceedingly  curious  and  interesting.  The  speech  of  Lady  Janet  at 
the  bar  is  a  noble  effusion  of  the  natural  eloquence  of  high-minded 
innocence.  It  is,  to  our  thinking,  remarkable  for  the  graces  of  style  ; 
and  even  at  the  present  day  may  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  pure  and 
vigorous  language* 

<<  Ladp  Jane  Dowgkus  her  Defence  ai  the  Bar. 
**  '  Those  that  hate  my  brother  are  enrag*d,  because  he  is  not  in  their  power,  that 
tie  might  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  malice  ;  and  they  now  discharge  their  spite  upon  me, 
because  of  my  near  relation  to  him  ;  and  to  gratify  theii  revenge  with  my  blood,  they 
accuse  me  of  crimes  which,  were  they  trae^  deserved  the  severest  death.  Bu^ 
cince  it  is  the  only  prerogative  of  God  to  punish  max  or  women  for  the  faults  of  others, 
nvhich  belongs  to  no  judge  on  earth,  who  are  obliged  to  punish  every  one  according 
to  their  personal  crimes,  you  ought  not  to  punish  in  me  the  actions  of  my  brother. 
Slow  blameable  soever.  Above  all,  you  ought  to  consider  if  thoee  things  I  am  accusM 
4>f  have  the  least  appearance  of  truth  ;  for  what  gives  the  giwtest  evidence  either  of 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an  impeached  person  is  their  former  life.  What  fault  could 
any  hitherto  lay  to  my  charge  ?  Did  any  ever  reproach  me  with  any  thing  that  is 
ecandalons  ?    Examine  ixUe  mj  former  conveisation  ;  for  vice  hath  its  d^frees  as 
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well  M  Tinufi,  nor  niuie  am  attain  to  a  peHectkm  in  either,  eioept  by  long  practice ; 
and  if  you  can  find  nothing  reprorable  in  my  conduct,  how  can  ye  believe  that  I  am 
anriT*d  all  of  a  sudden  to  contriye  this  munler,  which  ia  the  yery  height  and  perfec- 
tion of  impiety  ?  I  protest  I  would  not  deliberately  injure  the  most  ^Mpicable  wretch 
aliteu  Could  I  then  make  the  murder  of  my  Sorereign,  whom  I  always  reverencM, 
and  who  nerer  did  me  wrong,  the  first  essay  of  my  wickedness  ?  None  are  capable 
of  such  damnable  and  unnatural  actions,  except  such  as  are  in  desperate  dreum* 
stances,  or  such  as  are  hurried  into  plots  by  reward  or  revenge.  My  birth,  and  con- 
dition of  lift,  puts  me  beyond  the  suspicion  of  the  first  of  this  kind  i  and  for  the 
latter,  since  I  was  never  injur*d  by  the  King,  how  can  1  be  suspected  to  thirst  for 
revenge  ? 

't  <  I  am  here  accu8*d  for  purposing  to  kill  the  King;  and  to  make  my  pretended 
crime  appear  more  frightful,  it  is  given  out  that  the  way  was  to  be  by  poison.  With 
what  strange  impudence  can  any  accuse  me  of  such  wickedness  who  never  saw  any 
poison,  nor  Icnow  I  any  thing  about  the  preparation  of  it  ?  Let  them  tell  where  I 
bought  it,  or  who  procured  it  for  me !  Or  though  I  had  it,  how  could  I  use  it,  since 
I  never  come  near  the  King's  person,  his  table,  nor  palace  ?  It  is  well  known,  that, 
since  my  last  marriage  with  this  unfortunate  gentleman,  1  have  liv*d  in  the  country, 
at  a  great  distance  ftom  the  Court.  What  opportunity  could  I  have  to  poison  the 
King? 

« <  You  may  see  by  those  drcumstanoes,  which  give  great  light  in  such  matten^ 
that  I  am  entirely  innocent  of  those  crimes  1  am  chargM  with.  It  is  of  the  office  of 
yon  Judges  to  protect  injur'd  innocence :  But  if  the  malice  and  power  of  my  eue^ 
mies  be  such,  that,  whether  guilty  or  innocent,  I  must  needs  be  condemn*d,  I  shall  dia 
cheerftdly,  having  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience ;  and  assure  younelves,  you 
shall  find  it  more  easy  to  take  away  my  life  than  to  blast  my  reputation,  or  to  fix  any 
real  blot  upon  my  memory. 

"  <  This  my  hist  desire  of  you,  that  I  may  be  the  sole  object  of  your  severity,  and 
that  those  other  innocent  persons  may  not  share  in  my  misfortunes.  Seeing  my 
chief  crime  is  that  I  am  descended  of  the  family  of  Dowglass,  there  is  no  resson  that 
they  should  be  involved  in  my  ruin  ;  for  my  husband,  son,  and  cousin,  are  neither  of 
them  of  that  name  or  family.  I  shall  end  my  life  with  more  comfort  if  you  sbsolve 
them ;  for  the  more  df  us  that  sufRer  by  your  unjust  sentence  the  greater  will  be  your 
guilt,  and  the  more  terrible  your  condemnation,  when  you  shall  be  tried  at  the  great 
day  by  the  Almighty  God,  who  is  the  impartial  judge  of  all  fi«sh.* 

''This  Speech  was  deliver*d  with  such  courage,  and  free  fiom  fear,  that  the  judges 
were  extremely  astoni8h*d  at  her  heroick  behaviour ;  and  when  they  had  considered 
trhat  she  had  said  in  her  own  defence,  they  delayM  the  sentence,  and  sent  two  of 
their  number  to  the  King,  to  represent  to  him,  that  though  the  witnesses  had  provM 
the  artides  of  impeachment,  and  that  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  upon  the 
evidence  she  deserved  death  ;  yet,  upon  a  serious  consideration  of  the  whole  drcum- 
■tances  of  the  matter,  they  could  not  perceive  the  least  probability  of  her  guilt :  They 
were  afraid  lest  the  rigour  of  the  law  in  this  case  should  prove  the  height  of  injusticei, 
therefore  they  wishM  rather  that  equity  and  mercy  should  take  place,  it  bdng  more 
aafo  to  absolve  a  criminal  than  to  condemn  an  innocent  person.** 

These  representations  were  fruitless  :  The  judges  were  forced  to  con- 
demn the  victim.    Scott  continues  : — 

**  On  the  day  appointed  for  her  execution,  she  sufiferM  on  the  Castle  J^UX  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  where  she  appeared  with  so  much  beauty  and  little  concern,  that  all  the  spec- 
tators were  so  deeply  afflicted  for  her,  that  they  burst  out  with  tears  and  loud  lamen- 
tations for  her  untimely  end,  and  were  so  confident  of  her  innocexJbe,  that  they 
desiguM  to  rescue  her :  But  the  King*s  Officers  and  Guards  being  present,  hinder*d 
their  attempting  any  thing  that  way. 

**  Thus  died  this  most  noble  Lady,  whose  death  was  lamented  by  all  that  knew 
or  beheld  her,  except  the  inhuman  barbarian  who  brought  her  to  this  lamentable 
end.** 

.  The  first  trials  A>r  heresy,  and  for  using  heretical  books^  occur  towards 
the  close  of  this  reign.  Though  the  records  of  trials  for  heresy  are 
stated  by  Mr.  Pitcairn  to  be  scanty  and  defective^  he  has,  from  them^ 
and  from  the  Register  of  the  Privy  Seal,  collected  many  interesting  no- 
tices  of  this  nature.  He  has  also  drawn  largely  upon  manuscripts  pre- 
served 1*1  Che  Advocates'  Library^  for  these  first  dawnioga  of  the  Refer. 
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mation.  The  King,  who  shewed  no  greater  mercy  to  heretics  than  to 
Douglasses,  came  himself  from  Linlithgow  to  attend  an  auto  da  ft  upon 
the  Castle  Hill  of  Edinburgh,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  first.  Two 
Dominican  friars,  named  Keller  and  fieveridge,  were  burnt,  with  Sir 
Duncan  Simson,  a  priest  of  Stirling,  Thomas  Forett,  a  canon  of  St. 
Colms,  in  the  Forth,  and  vicar  of  Dollarj  and  Robert  Forrester,  a  gentle- 
man of  Stirling.  An  extract  is  given  from  a  letter  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum,  written  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  then  at  Berwick,  in  which 
he  tells  Lord  Cromwell,  the  Minister  of  flenry  VIIL,  of  the  bigotry  of 
the  King  of  Scotland.  ''  Dayly  commeth  unto  me  some  gentlemen 
and  clerks,  which  do  flee  out  of  Scotland  for  reading  the  Scriptures  in 
English,  saying,  that  if  they  were  taken  they  should  be  put  in  execu- 
tion." This  letter  is  dated  about  three  weeks  after  the  grand  sacrifice 
at  which  the  King  had  presided.  '^  I  give  them  gentle  words,  and  to  some 
money,"  says  the  Governor,  ''  There  is  now  in  this  town,  and  hath  been 
a  good  season — she  that  was  wife  to  the  Captain  of  Dunbar,  [[Dame 
Katherine  Hamilton]  and  dare  not  return  for  holding  our  ways,  she 
says."  From  a  M.S.  of  Calderwood  we  have  a  Narrative  of  the  pro- 
ceedings against  David  Straiton  and  Norman  Gourley.  The  account  of 
the  sufferers  mentioned  above,  and  especially  of  the  Vicar  of  Dollar,  is 
deeply  interesting.  To  the  trials  of  this  reign,  Mr.  Pitcaim  has  given  a 
copious  appendix,  full  of  rare  and  curious  matter.  It  is  indeed  an  ab. 
breviated  history  of  the  country,  presented  in  its  crimes,  and  in  the  respites 
and  remissions  of  offences,  and  the  daily  disbursements  of  the  Royal 
Household ;  and  throws  a  broad  light  upon  the  manners  and  habitudes  of 
the  age. 

Abiding  from  Raids,  when  summoned  by  the  King's  proclamation  to 
join  the  army,  was  a  common  offence  both  in  this  and  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  succeeding  reigns.  In  the  1st  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  we 
find  numerous  instances  of  persons  taken  to  account  for  abiding  from 
the  Raid  of  Glasgow,  the  Raid  of  Gladis-muir,  the  Raid  of  Coldinghame, 
the  Raid  of  Ancrum,  Ancrum-moss  and  Coldinghame,  the  Raid  of  Dum- 
fries, &c.  &c.  The  Lairds,  during  the  minority  of  Mary,  continued  to 
murder  each  other  with  the  same  vivacity  as  in  the  days  of  her  father 
and  grandfather.  We  find  in  a  few  months  Stirling  of  Kier,  Sinclair 
of  Achinfranch,  and  the  Rector  of  Kilbride,  all  slaughtered  by  per- 
sons considered  gentlemen.  A  crime  characteristic  of  the  age  was  drawing 
knives  in  "  a  fenced  court,"  to  answer  for  which,  fifteen  citizens  of 
Edinburgh  find  surety.  Margaret  Hume,  prioress  of  North  Berwick,  is 
about  the  same  time  made  over  to  the  church  to  underly  the  law  for  way- 
laying and  invasion  of  Oliphant  of  Kelly,  and  his  slaughter ;  and  a  charge 
of  hamesucken  and  oppression  done  to  the  Prioress  by  the  Laird  of  Kel- 
ly, is  alleged  on  the  other  side,  with  slaughter  of  servants,  &c.  &c. 
Frays  and  slaughters  among  the  lower  orders  are  seldom  noticed.  Fire- 
raising  is  sometimes  mentioned ;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  a  fre- 
quent mode  of  revenge  shewn  by  the  poor  to  the  rich,  the  perpetrators 
being  sometimes  females.  We  also  hear  of  houghing  cattle ;  but  wild  and 
disorderly  as  were  the  public  morals,  instances  of  crime  committed  with- 
in the  sanctuary  of  the  domestic  hearth  are  extremely  rare.  One  case 
of  parricide,  and  another  of  the  murder  of  a  wife,  are  all  that  appear  on 
the  record  for  many  years.  Such  cases  might,  however,  be  tried  before 
the  Barons'  courts.  Selling  French  wines  at  prices  higher  than  those 
fixed  by  the  Queen's  Proclamation  was  a  new  crime,  and  also  selling 
''  victual  and  flesh  in  England."     Forging,  falsifying,  and  erasing  title. 
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deeds  and  important  papers^  now  that  the  Schoolmaster  had  got  abroad^ 
began  to  be  first  heard  of,  or  first  detected.  The  punishment  was  strilc- 
ing  off  the  offending  hand.  The  punishments  are  sometimes  whimsical 
and  capricious  in  uncommon  cases^  but  sanguinary  punishment  belongs  to  a 
more  refined  and  cowardly  age.  For  stealing  the  Queen's  own  sheep 
from  her  park,  a  man  was  only  banished  Scotland.  A  strange  ceremonial 
was  used^  upon  one  occasion^  for  kamesucken,  and  the  wounding  of 
Douglas  of  Kilspindy^  provost  of  Edinburgh.  The  dome  of  the  criminal 
Nicholas  Rhynd^  tailor^  is  quite  picturesque.  It  is  a  modified  punishment 
we  are  told.  He  was  to  appear  at  the  market-cross  betwixt  eleven  and 
twelve,  all  the  council,  with  the  provost  and  bailies,  being  then  present ; 
then  with  bare-head,  bare-feet  in  his  lynning  claiths  [his  shirt,  we  pre- 
sume] he  is  in  the  maist  reverend  and  hummybel  manner  to  fall  down 
upon  his  knees  and  ask  forgiveness  of  God,  the  Queen's  Grace,  and  the 
provost,  bailies,  and  council^  and  community  of  the  burgh,  for  his  offence, 
and  confess  and  declare  his  repentance.  He  is  also  to  forfeit  his  freedom 
as  a  burgess,  and  to  be  banished  the  burgh.  This  is  a  merciful  sentence. 
Three  centuries  later,  Nicolas  Rhynd  had  assuredly  been  hung  under  Lord 
Ellenborough's  act. 

From  punishment  of  heretics  by  James  V.  we  come,  in  the  twentieth 
and  subsequent  years  of  Queen  Mary,  and  during  the  minority  of  James 
VI.,  to  the  punishment  of  rioters  to  restore  Popery,  and  of  persons  for 
intercommuning  with  Jesuits,  hearing  mass,  and  baptising  and  marrying 
after  the  Popish  fashion.  It  was  under  the  sway  of  her  wise  son  that 
the  crime  of  witchcraft  attained  supremacy  in  Scotland  ;  though  in- 
stances occur  during  the  previous  reign.  The  first  case  recorded  is  that 
of  Bessie  Boswell  of  Dunfermline,  who  was  banished.  "  It  is,"  says 
Mr.  Pitcairn,  ''  almost  the  only  instance  of  so  mild  a  sentence  having 
been  pronounced."  Such  sentences  soon  become  diabolical  enough ;  and 
it  is  humiliating  to  find,  that  this  cowardly  and  abject  superstition,  which 
at  this  time  overran  Europe,  spread  in  Scotland  with  the  spread  of  Pro- 
testantism and  the  knowledge  of  religious  truth.  To  these  witch  trials, 
which  are  given  in  this  work  with  a  fulness  which  may  instruct  the 
philosopher  and  the  student  of  history,  and  which,  must  delight  the 
antiquary,  we  shall  afterwards  advert.  The  trials  which  arose  from  the 
murder  of  Rizzio,  but  especially  the  cases  and  documents  connected  with 
the  murder  of  Darnley,  are  given  here  with  a  fulness  which  clears  up 
those  mysterious  transactions  as  far  as  thoy  can  now  be  elucidated.  To 
the  Gowrie  conspiracy — that  much  controverted  and  obscure  point  of  Scot- 
tish history — Mr.  Pitcairn  has  devoted  time,  pains,  research,  and  space  in 
his  work,  which  only  a  Scottish  lawyer  can  tolerate,  and  a  Scottish  his- 
torical antiquary  appreciate.  The  world  will,  we  think,  henceforth  be 
inclined  to  cry  "  Hold,  enough"  of  the  Gowrie  conspiracy.  The  bold- 
ness of  those  among  the  Edinburgh  clergy  who,  undaunted  followers  of 
Knox,  held  the  Court  at  defiance,  and  denied  the  truth  of  the  alleged 
conspiracy  ;  and  the  sycophancy  and  time-serving  spirit  of  others  of  the 
clergy  is  the  most  remarkable  new  feature  in  this  intricate  piece  of 
state-craft.  The  pulpit,  in  the  service  of  the  Court  everywhere,  re- 
sounded with  denunciations  of  the  conspirators.  Mr.  Patrick  Galloway^^ 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Royal  household,  made  out  so  good  a  case 
at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  preached  before  the  King,  the 
Court,  and  the  people,  that  he  was  appointed  to  perform  the  same  part 
publicly  in  Glasgow,  whither  his  Majesty  went  to  strengthen  his  cause, 
No  Attorney-General  could  be  a  better  pleader,  or  more  abusive  and 
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peraoiud  than  this  reverend  pulpit-orator.    HU  text  was  aptly  dmen 

from  the  thirtieth  Psalm,  and  the  deUverances  of  David.    The  preadwr 

was  aware  that  the  public  entertained  great  doubts  of  thu  oonspinef, 

which  the  banishment  of  the  Edinburgh  ministers,  who  stood  hj  Gowrie 

and  the  Kirk,  might  silence,  but  did  not   remove.     They  had  hetrd 

**  poisoned  untruths,"  and  were  now  caUed  upon  to  take  heed  that  thef 

might  eschew  false  information.    We  must  give  a  short  specimen  of  the 

fulsome  servility  and  style  of  vituperation  and  artifice  of  courtly  cfaurdu 

men  in  the  first  year  of  the  seventeenth  century  :^ 

'<  Thairfblr,  to  deir  the  trrath,  I  will  shaw  jow  ths  storie  trewlie.  His  Bia|ertii^ 
be  penusioaB  of  the  Master  of  Gsurie^  wai  led  fia  hit  psttjme  to  So&ct  Jhonarton, 
(tak  tent  that  ye  may  eechew  Akls  infbrmatioun  1)  Quhen  he  oomia  ihair,  and  enterii 
in  my  Lordii  ludfing,  efter  ane  caukl  denner,  and  ane  &r  caulder  welcome,  hia  Ma- 
jcttie  is  tane  be  the  hand  be  the  Master  of  Gaurie^  and  led  wp  ane  stair,  thi«  or  loo 
durrifl  all  lokit  on  hit  hak,  nather  ftiend  nor  eeruant  with  him ;  and  thair  is  attiag 
a  man,  preparit  to  jojne  with  the  wther,  to  the  tresMnabill  murthering  of  his  Ma- 
jcstie !  Quhen  he  is  set  betuixt  these  twa,  the  Matter  of  Gaurie,  a  vyil  tratoor !  aa 
toner  cnmit  the  King  in,  but  to  tettifie  that  all  reuerence  of  a  Chriatian  to  bis  God, 
and  of  a  tubject  to  his  prince,  was  ttrampit  wnder  fute,  he  puttia  on  his  hat,  drawit 
his  dager,  and  sayla,  <  I  sail  now  be  avengit  on  the  for  my  fatheris  slauchter.*  Bat 
the  Lord  staytt  the  dager,  that  he  ducht  not  stryk  with  it  Qahen  the  ire  of  this 
tratour  was  tomthing  mitlgat,  be  the  Kingis  modest  langoage,  he  gois  oul^  leiing 
the  wther  man  to  keip  him ;  appeirandlie,  to  get  furder  rctolotion  of  hit  brother. 
Agane  he  cumit  in,  at  a  wod  lyoun,  and  enteris  wpon  hit  Majettie,  with  hit  gartaais 
to  bind  him.  Nobill  men,  and  citizens  of  St.,  Jhonestoun,  hard  hia  MajesUe  cry 
*  Tressoan !  I  am  murdreifit  T  at  the  royoe  of  ane  half  deid  man.  Let  ryle  knaTit 
tay  athort  the  cuntrie  quhat  they  will,  this  it  the  treuth  1  I  ken  weill  thair  is  mony 
tarmitet  of  the  pepill  cattin  in  withal  to  breid  ane  evill  contait  of  the  Kingit  M^ct- 
tie,  in  the  hairtit  of  the  pepill.  I  will  tell  pairt  of  thame.  Thit  it  ane  :  <  How  can 
it  be  tile  a  nobill  man  at  the  Erie  of  Gaurie,  ta  weill  brocht  up,  culd  half  fbaterit  tik 
a  tressoun  ?*  This  wald  appeir  to  carie  sumthing  with  it ;  but,  in  Tery  d^d,  bcs  na 
probabilitie.  If  the  Erie  had  bidden  still  in  Scotland,  and  keipit  that  education 
quhilk  he  gat  wnder  that  wortliie  man,  Mr.  Robert  Rollok,  he  mycht  perchance  not 
half  attemptit  tik  ane  ti-etsoun.  But  quhen  he  geid  to  Padua,  thair  he  ttudieit  Nl« 
gromancie:  hit  awin  pedagog,  Mr.  William  Rin,  testifies  that  he  had  these  chaFactsfs 
ay  upone  him,  quhilk  heluifit  ta,  that  gif  he  had  forgot  to  put  thame  in  hit  breikis^ 
he  wald  rin  up  and  down  lyk  a  mad  man ;  and  he  had  thame  wpon  him  quhen  he 
was  slain :  And  as  thai  testifie  that  saw  it,  he  culd  not  bleid  sa  lang  at  thai  war 
wpon  him.  He  that  thit  wyse  cattit  of  all  reuerence  to  hit  God,  quhat  renerenoe  can 
he  half  to  ane  eirthlie  king  ?  Ane  wther  quettioun,  I  ken,  wilbe  muifit.  Sum  will 
tay,  <  Sail  we  trew  that  he  culd  half  devysit,  hit  allane^  tik  a  trettounP*  <  Culd  hs 
haif  enterprysit  sik  a  work  without  a  bak  ?*  I  dout  not  hot  he  had  ane  bak  1  The 
Lord  discouer  it  I  And  1  am  assurit  be  sail  at  last  discouer  it !  And,  at  I  haif  said 
befor  to  your  Majestie,  I  say  yet,  and  ye  try  it  not  out,  ye  tall  yit  tiim  day  mak  ns 
all  ane  torrowfuU  morning;  if  ye  rype  not  wp  the  fontaine  thairof,  it  it  a  manifeat 
tempting  of  God  t  And  I  exhort  your  Majettie  and  Counsall  to  do  it,  at  thai  will  an- 
Euer  to  God,  befoir  quhom  thai  talbe  countit  tratouris,  one  day,  if  thai  keip  up  the 
leist  chope  of  it,  quhilk  they  can  try  out** 

I'he  massacre  of  the  Colquhouns  on  the  *'  Field  of  the  Lenox,"  as  it 
is  often  named,  and  the  raid  of  Glenfruine,  gave  rise  to  many. criminal 
triah,  and  also  furnished  pretexts  for  the  cruel  proscription  of  the  Clan 
Gregor.  In  this  work  there  is  a  complete  exposition  of  the  cold-blooded 
policy  and  perfidy  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle  towards  this  devoted  race. 
The  state  of  moral  feeling  must  have  been  at  a  low  ebb  in  high  places, 
when  this  nobleman,  the  King's  Lieutenant,  and  long  the  Justice  Ge- 
neral of  Scotland,  could  merit  such  a  notice  as  is  here  extracted  by  Mr. 
Fi:;cairn,  from  the  MS.  Diary  of  Robert  Birrell,  preserved  in  the  Advo- 
cates' Library. 

«  The  2  of  October  (1603,)  AUetter  M'Gregour  of  Glainttre  tane  be  the  Laiid  of 
Arkyidet,  hot  escapit  againe;  bot  efter,  taken  be  the  Earle  of  Argyill  the  4  of 
Januar;  and  brocht  to  Edinburghe  the  9  of  Januar  1694,  with  mae  of  18  his  friendiiy 


k 


Piicah-n's  Criminal  Trials.  623 

M<Gr^;oarlfl.  He  ww  convoyit  to  Beirick  be  the  Galrd,  oonforme  to  the  Earlls 
promeee;  for  he  promesit  to  pat  him  out  of  Scottis  grund.  Swa  he  keipit  ane  Hie. 
land-manis  promes ;  ia  respect  he  sent  the  Gaird  to  convoy  him  out  of  Scottis  grand  ; 
Bot  thai  wer  not  directit  to  pairt  with  him,  hot  to  fetche  him  bak  agane !  The  18 
of  January  at  evine,  he  come  agane  to  Edinhurghe ;  and  ypone  the  20  day,  he  wee 
hangit  at  the  Crooe,  and  ij  {eiev€H  >  of  hes  frdmUt  and  name,  npone  ane  galloui  t 
Himee^ff,  being  chiefly  be  wes  hangit  hie  awin  hicht  aboue  the  rest  of  his  fiiendis.*' 

The  declaration  of  Macgregor,  presented  on  his  trial,  in  evidence  to 
the  Justice  Depute,  ia  a  remarkable  document,  and  one  which  deeply  im- 
plicates the  character  of  Argyll.  Its  striking  conclusion  may  still  be  a 
lesson  to  State  Secretaries  for  Ireland. 

The  trial  and  execution  of  the  Lady  Warriston,  for  the  murder  of 
her  husband,  Kincaid  of  Warriston,  made  a  great  sensation  in  £din« 
burgh,  the  scene  of  this  tragedy  lying  so  near  the  town,  and  the  parties 
being  persons  of  rank.  The  murderess,  a  young  and  beautiful  woman^ 
who  had  bribed  a  man-servant  and  her  nurse  to  aid  in  her  atrocious 
crime,  was  tried  without  loss  of  time.  In  respect  of  her  birth  she  was^ 
at  an  unusual  hour,  decapitated  by  the  Maiden,  instead  of  undergoing 
the  ordinary  punishment  of  females — drowning,  or  strangling,  and  burn- 
ing. She  was  of  the  family  of  Livingstone  of  Dunipace,  and  related  to 
many  great  Scotch  houses.  This  is  the  first  case  that  we  remember,  in 
which  atrocious  criminals  were  canonized  on  the  scaffold,  and  triumphant 
conversions  made  at  the  foot  of  the  gallows. 

Mutilation,  dismemherment,  and  particularly  slitting  of  noses,  appear  to 
be  modes  of  crime  in  vogue  towards  the  latter  part  of  this  reign.  Sorcery, 
witchcraft,  poisoning,  and  incantation,  are,  however,  the  crimes  which  offer 
the  compiler  the  most  singular  details.  In  this  volume  Mr.  Pitcairn  in- 
serts the  remarkable  case  of  the  Mures  of  Auchindrane,  which  has  been 
dramatized  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  by  the  name  of  the  Ayrshire  Tragedy^ 
The  remarkable  circumstances,  and  minute  chain  of  evidence  by  which 
the  consecutive  murders  committed  by  the  Mures  were  brought  home  to 
them,  must  have  made  a  strong  impression  at  the  time,  when  even  yet, 
after  the  lapse  of  centuries,  the  train  of  small  events  by  which  the  slngu-. 
larly  complicated  and  involved  crimes  were  traced,  confirm  the  national  su-^^ 
persition  that  murder  will  not  hide.  If  ever  this  maybe  affirmed,  it  is  in  the 
case  of  the  Auchindranes.  An  old  narration  of  their  case,  which  Mr.  Pit- 
cairn has  preserved,  contains  some  choice  morsels  of  the  grossest  flattery 
of  Royalty  we  have  ever  had  the  felicity  to  peruse.  It  was  in  this  reiga 
that  the  Gipsies  first  came  under  the  long  arm  of  the  law.  The  whole  tribe, 
which  had  become  frightfully  numerous,  had  been  banished  the  kingdom 
by  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  they  were  now  hung  for  disobedience  of 
this  severe  rule.  The  Egyptians  thenceforth  fared  little  better  than  the 
unhappy  dan  Gregor,  the  "  notorious  Johnnie  Fals,"  and  that  unhappy 
sort  of  people  it  was  become  a  crime  to  ''  harbour  and  reset."  The  trials  of 
Lord  Maxwell,  and  those  originating  in  the  rebellion  of  the  Earl  of 
Orkney,  afford  great  scope  to  Mr.  Pitcaim's  researches,  who  has  ferreted 
out,  with  unwearied  industry,  every  fact  which  throws  the  remotest 
light  upon  such  obscure  points  of  history.  The  trial  of  Ogliby,  a  Jesuit, 
tortured  into  confession  and  then  hanged,  gave  his  Majesty  an  opportu- 
nity of  displaying  his  polemic  talents  and  theological  learning,  by  pro- 
pounding a  string  of  ensnaring  questions  to  which  the  man  was  so  little 
of  what  a  Jesuit  is  imagined,  as  to  make  the  honest  and  direct  answers 
which  expedited  his  fate.  A  novel  species  of  crime  was  now  first  heard 
of  in  Scotland,    which    James,  having  originaUy  borrowed  the   idea 
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from  England,  afterwards  planted  in  that  kingdom.  This  was  atterin;^ 
*'  treasonable  blasphemies  and  damnsible  speeclies  against  the  king." 
The  first  victim  of  this  newfangled  offence  was  John  Fleming  of  Cock- 
burnspath,  ^  ho  had  rashly  said,  "  Fiend  nor  the  King  were  shot  to  dead 
on  the  morn  !"  and^  when  asked  what  moved  him  to  such  ''blasphemous 
speeches  against  the  king/'  he  replied  scornfully,  ''  Were  it  not  for  the 
King  and  his  law  he  had  not  wanted  his  lands ;  and,  therefore,  he  cared 
nought  for  the  king,  hanging  would  be  the  worst  of  it."  By  the  uttering 
of  the  which  ''  damnable  and  blasphemous  speeches  against  his  Majesty," 
he  had  committed  the  most  heinous  and  unpardonable  treason*  The 
assize,  "  all  in  one  voyce,"  found  this  man  guilty  of  treason,  and  he  waa 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  have  his 
moveables  escheated  to  the  crown.  Another  horrible  case,  of  a  some, 
what  similar  natui  e,  ''  leaves,"  in  the  words  of  our  author,  "  an  indelible 
stain  on  the  memory  of  James  VI.,  as  a  despotic  and  cruel  tyrant."  It 
Was  but  one  of  a  series  of  "  sanguinary  and  barbarously  vindictive  acts." 
The  character  of  this  most  despicable  of  the  Stuart  princes  has  only  been 
saved  by  the  contempt  and  ridicule  of  posterity  from  merited  loathing 
and  execration.  "  It  has  already,"  says  Mr.  Pitcairn,  ''  been  frequently 
shewn  in  the  course  of  this  work,  that  whenever  there  occurred  the 
slightest  attack  on  his  personal  dignity,  or  any  speech,  lampoon,  or  other 
writing,  at  all  infringing  on  his  kingly  prerogative,  his  Majesty  was  re- 
lentless in  the  severity  of  the  punishment,  which  he  never  failed  to  cause 
be  inflicted  on  the  luckless  offender."  Mr.  Pitcairn  refers  to  many  cases 
of  this  kind''in  his  Collection  of  Criminal  Trials,  and  then  comes  to  that 
of  Mr.  Thomjis  Ross,  of  which  he  has  taken  an  account  from  a  MS.  of  Sir 
James  Balfour,  in  the  Advocates'  Library : — 

'<  The  reader  haa  here  the  painful  satisfaction  of  finding,  that  the  conduct  of  King 
James  and  his  Councillors  was  still  mora  inexcusable  than  at  first  had  been  conjec- 
tured. It  is  now  clearly  proved,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that  the  Pasquill, 
or  Thesis  in  question,  had  not  been  printed  or  industriously  dUseminaied  by  its 
unhappy  author ;  but  that  it  had  merely  been  affixed  on  the  door  of  the  College^— 
that,  <ie  facto,  no  person  had  read  it,  excepting  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford,  to 
whom  it  had  been  brought  by  a  student, — ^that  this  student,  instantly  on  the  Thesis 
having  been  hung  up,  had  only  perused  a  few  lines  of  the  paper,  and  brought  it, 
without  delay,  to  his  superior,— and  that,  after  the  examination,  confession,  and  im« 
prisonment  of  Ross,  the  Vice-Chancellor  had  transmitted  the  Thesis  to  Court, 
requesting  instructions  how  the  poor  man  should  be  disposed  of. 

<<  That  Ross  was  insane,  as  well  as  in  the  most  abject  poverty,  thera  can  now  be 
no  doubt     Altogether,  indeed,  his  case  is  one  of  the  most  pitiable  on  record.** 

The  Pasquiil  is  a  piece  of  sheer  nonsense  and  bravado ;  but  we  must 
give  a  few  sentences  of  his  Majesty's  directions  to  the  Privy  Council 
thereanent. 

^  Wee  likewise  sende  yow  the  person  of  the  man,  to  be  censured  by  yow,  willing 
yow  firste  to  examine  him,  and  thereafter  aduese  of  the  forme  of  punishment  whiche 
yee  sail  thinks  fitte  to  be  inflicted  ypon  him.  For,  although  by  the  Lawes  of  this 
our  kingdome,  it  be  not  permitted  for  to  vse  extraordinarie  punishementes,  yat  hath 
it  euer  bene  lawfulle  for  the  Kinges  there,  to  deuese  and  inflicte  punishmentes,  accord* 
ing  to  the  qualitie  and  nature  of  the  offence,  which  in  this  particulare  can  be  no 
lesse  than  Treason  [I]  For  if  no  man  make  question  but  that  the  writing  of  an 
inuectiue  againste  the  King  and  his  progenie  is  Treason,  in  the  highest  degree,  and  in 
our  opinion  it  is  a  grevous  faulte,  and  wee  could  mora  easilie  forgiue  the  writeing 
againste  our  selfe,  then  againste  the  wbolle  Nation  frome  whence  we  ara  sprunge. 
And  if  it  wer  a  matter  capitall  in  Germanic  for  Starcoius  (being  a  German,  a  mere 
stranger  to  Scotland,  and  one  who,  perchance^  had  bene  hardlie  vsed  by  some  parti« 
oulara  person  there)  to  haue  written  againste  that  whoUe  Kingdome,  how  much  more 
muste  it  be  capitall  to  this  fellow,  who,  being  Scottes  borne,  hath  so  villainouslie, 
filthilie,  yea,  and  falslie,  defamed  his  owne  countrie,  by  writing  in  such  sorte  againste 
his  oountriemen,  the  specialler  of  our  semantes,  and  persuaded  a  course  to  be  taken 
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against  them,  which  possiblie  could  not  be  performed,  without  manifest  danger  and 
manifest  violence  againste  our  selffe,  and  so  much  the  more  is  his  offence  greeuous, 
as  that,  by  the  space  6f  two  monethes  before,  he  continuallie  Taunted  that  he  would 
do  such  a  feate.  It  is  therefor  our  pleasour,  that  yee  aduise  vpon  his  punishment, 
and  liauing  resolved,  that  yee  aduertise  vs  with  all  expedition.     So  fare  yee  well.** 

This  miserable  man,  who  was  of  a  good  family,  and  had  been  minister 
of  Cargill,  had  his  right  hand  stricken  off,  and  was  then  beheaded, 
quartered,  and  had  his  body  stuck  upon  the  ports  of  the  town. 

Not  contented  with  exercising  this  tyranny  at  home,  a  Pole,  who  had 
been  ill-treated  in  Scotland,  and  who  vented  his  spleen  in  some  foolish 
rhymes,  became  the  object  of  the  vengeance  of  his  patriotic  and  sapient 
Majesty,  who,  pinched  as  he  always  was  for  money,  yet  spent  £600 — an 
immense  sum  then — to  procure  the  arrest  and  execution  of  the  daring 
insulter  of  our  ancient  kingdom  and  its  Sovereign  lord.  The  king  at- 
tempted to  indemnify  himself  for  the  pecuniary  outlay  by  extorting  "  the 
price  of  the  innocent  man's  blood  from  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland,  but 
in  this  he  was  foiled."  A  letter  from  Lord  Binning  to  the  king,  respect- 
ing Ross,  is  another  precious  morsel  of  fulsome  obsequiousness.  But  we 
must  close  Mr.  Pitcairn's  volumes  for  the  present.  Having  given  a  very 
imperfect  account  of  their  purpose  and  contents,  we  are  strongly  tempted 
to  return  to  them.  The  work  is  too  expensive  and  voluminous  to  be 
generally  diffused,  yet  to  readers,  and  especially  to  Scottish  readers, 
it  offers  many  attractions,  and  a  mine  of  rich  and  precious  materials, 
which  we  are  well  disposed  to  work  a  little  deeper  for  their  benefit  and 
amusement. 
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Here,  like  two  rills  that  long  have  been  fkr  parted, 

Again  we  meet,  at  lifers  blest  evening  hour ; 
Thou,  as  thou  ever  wast,  gay  and  warm-hearted, 

Thou  hast  not  felt,  like  me,  earth^s  darkening  power. 

0  many  a  night  have  I  dreamH  o*er  this  meeting 
How  oft  hath  Fancy,  with  a  pensive  sigh, 

I^T*d  to  call  up  thy  warm  and  heartfelt  greeting, 
The  silent  welcome  of  thy  soft-bine  eye ! 

1  was  prepared  to  find  full  many  a  furrow, 

GravM  on  thy  brow  by  time,  and  thought,  and  care ; 
Yet  here  I  see  no  mark  of  earth-bom  sorrow, 
Save  gentler  traces — such  as  all  must  bear. 

Dear  one,  who  long  and  tenderly  hast  lov*d  me. 

Unto  my  heart  I  must  again  thee  press ; 
To  sudden  floods  of  joy  this  hour  Iftth  mov*d  me. 

And  I  in  tears  must  vent  my  happiness  I 

M. 
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At  a  lata  inquast  the  coroner  refosed  to  allow  refreshment  to  a  disaen. 
tient  jury,  upon  the  ground  that  they  would  agree  when  they  were  a 
little  more  hungry !  That  starration  sharpens  the  intellect  is  a  truth 
attested  hy  a  proverb ;  but  that  it  should  specifically  affect  the  con- 
science is  something  of  a  novelty.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  after 
an  attentive  examination  of  witnesses,  the  existing  difference  cannot 
arise  on  a  question  of  fact,  but  rather  of  judgment  or  construction. 
Now,  if  hunger  have  this  peculiar  property  of  imparting  to  conscience  a 
power  which  lies  dormant  in  repletion,  it  is  a  subject  for  grave  reflec- 
tion, when,  and  in  what  condition  of  body,  respectable  householders 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  onerous  duties  of  jurors.  Should  it 
be  indeed  proved  that  any  such  positive  relation  subsists  between  the 
physical  condition  of  the  stomach,  and  the  moral  state  of  the  mental 
functions,  physiologists  will  have  enough  to  engage  their  investigatin^p 
talents  upon  for  the  next  half  century. 

CouBT  Costume. — In  a  recent  London  Gazette  notice  was  thereby 
given,  that  *'  every  gentleman,  not  being  a  naval  or  military  officer, 
attending  her  Majesty's  Drawing.Room,  State  Balls,  &c.,  is  expected  to 
appear  in  shoe*  and  stockings"  Are  we  to  infer  from  thin,  that  any 
persons  have  heretofore  unwarrantedly  attended  on  such  occasions,  with 
legs  denuded  of  the  common  accompaniments  of  silk  and  calf-skin,  or 
that,  in  future,  military  and  naval  officers  alone  are  privileged  to  be  such 
nasty  beasts  ? 

The  Police. — The  London  police  are  in  terrible  mauvaise  odeur  with 
the  cockneys ;  the  "  discretionary  powers"  with  which  that  potent  body 
are  invested  having  somehow  or  another  been  now  and  then  abused,  mis- 
interpreted, mistaken,  or  misemployed,  much  to  their  displeasure  and 
annoyance.  It  has  been  said,  with  more  asperity  than  truth,  perhaps, 
that  the  ''new  police"  is  composed,  one  half  of  Irishmen,  the  other  of 
discharged  soldiers ;  and  certainly  such  a  description  of  persons  is  not 
the  fittest  in  the  world  for  such  an  office ;  an  office  for  the  effective  dis- 
charge of  which,  the  members  should  be  well  disciplined  in,  and  consti- 
tutionally prone  to,  habits  of  sobriety,  patience,  long-suffering,  gentle- 
ness, temper,  mercy,  meekness,  and  brotherly  forbearance  !•— important 
qualifications,  and  worthy  of  aU  exercise. 

Soldiers  are  trained  to  the  rigid  execution  of  their  orders,  we  all 
know,  and  if  Mr.  Inspector  Jack-in-office  issues  his  mandate  that  skulls 
are  to  be  cracked,  it  is  the  duty,  as  it  is  unquestionably  the  inclination 
of  Private  F.  135,  to  do  his  mission  to  the  letter,  of  course.  If  he  obeys 
his  ''  orders,"  that  is  all  he  cares  about.  It  is  notorious,  that  the 
"  lower  orders"  of  Irish  (the  term  is  used  inoffensively)  are,  to  a  man, 
"  anybody's  customer  in  a  row ;"  a  row  is  to  them  a  God-send,  by  day 
or  by  night ;  it  sets  their  very  souls  on  fire ;  their  blood  gallops  through 
their  veins^  and,  impelled  by  some  unseen  spirit,  they  rush  onwards  to 
the  fray  as  to  a  field  where  glory  waits  them.  Our  Irish  friends  must 
not  take  umbrage  at  what  we  say ;  Pat  in  a  row  is  no  longer  a  respon- 
sible being ;  he  is  beside  himself,  frantic, — and  he  cannot  help  it,  it  is  in 
him,  it  was  bon¥  with  him  ; — talk  to  him  of  discretion  at  such  a  saison  as 
that ! — ^madness. 

Gravely  and  seriously,  then,  we  put  it  to  those  in  authority  over  us, 
whether  these  two  constituents  of  the  new  police  should  not  be  per- 
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mitted  to  tender  thair  reaignation  at  once  ?  Brute  force  is^  at  all  tiroes, 
a  dangerous  protection^  and  power  placed  in  such  hands  may  be  made 
subservient  to  evil  as  well  as  to  good.  We  waive  the  general  questioa 
of  an  efficient  police^  because^  commercially  considered^  thU  is  radically 
bad  in  principle ;  but  if  an  evil  be  to  be  borne^  let  it  be  as  light  as 
possible* 

DuBLMKo. — Another  of  those  murderous  follies^  duels,  has  lately  been 
fought,  and  terminated  fatally.  One  man  has  lost  his  life,  and  three  or 
four  others — ^if  they  have  the  feelings  of  men — their  happiness  for  the 
remainder  of  theirSL 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  upon  the  absurdity  as  well  as  the 
criminality  of  duelling ;  but  every  one  knows  and  feels  that,  constituted 
a%  society  at  present  is,  and  while  ''  honour"  is  counted  something  more 
than  a  word,  personal  honour  must  be  protected,  vindicated,  and  sus. 
tained,  at  the  hazard  of  even  life  itself.  Men  engage  in  these  deadly 
meetings,  not  so  much  to  decide,  as  by  wager  of  battle,  which  is  right 
and  which  wrong:  the  fall  of  neither  decides  that;  but  rather  to  indi. 
cate  to  the  world  that  they  are  ready  to  peril  their  existence  in  defence 
and  maintenance  of  their  honour  spotless  and  unblemished.  Should  the 
challenged  decline  the-  meeting,  he  is  tweaked,  posted,  and  walks  the 
earth  a  *^  coward"  to  his  dying  day.  Now  the  world  heeds  little  or 
nothing  of  the  subject  of  the  original  dispute — courage  versus  cowardice 
is  the  point  it  has  to  adjudicate  upon ;  and  if  a  known  scoundrel  (mov. 
ing  as  a  gentleman — and  there  are  many  such  so  moving)  has  physical 
courage  to  call  out  a  man  of  the  highest  and  acknowledged  morality, 
who,  in  mental  cowardice,  or,  it  might  be,  for  conscience'  sake,  refuises 
acceptance,  the  world  stamps  *'  coward"  on  his  brow,  and  scouts  him  for 
even  But  a  gentleman  does  receive  a  positive  insult  to  his  honour  from 
another,  and  he  calls  upon  him  for  reparation — for  *'  satisfaction." 
Now  it  is  a  farce  to  say  that  the  mere  act  of  firing  loaded  pistols  at  each 
other,  whose  balls  may  draw  blood  or  may  not,  can  give  satisfaction ; — 
that  firing  until  a  wound,  possibly  mortal,  be  inflicted,  can  give  satisfac- 
tion ; — ^that  firing,  till  one  or  both  of  the  combatants  are  sliot  dead,  can 
give  satisfaction.  The  satisfaction  implied  is,  (and  we  shall  feel  it  if  we 
reason  in  and  in,)  that  before  the  whole  world  we  have  done,  and  are 
ready  to  do  that  which  custom  has  made  common,  to  uphofi  unimpaired 
an  honourable  name.  It  is  the  dread  of  the  world's  contempt  which 
makes  men  so  keenly  sensible  of  their  reputation  as  honourable  beings, 
and  so  prompt  to  avenge  an  insult  given,  by  meeting  in  mortal  combat. 
One  man  gives  another  ^'  the  lie,"  and  both  are  of  unstained  honour^ 
He  to  whom  that  indigestible  word  has  been  applied,  makes  an  imme- 
diate arrangement  to  resent  the  injury ;  but  is  it  an  injury  in  reality  ? 
The  term«  we  will  suppose,  was  angrily  and  most  wrongfully  applied. 
Then  wherein  is  he  injured  ?  Not  in  the  estimation  of  the  world, — ^he 
can  disprove  the  allegation ;  not  in  his  own, — ^be  is  conscious  of  innocence. 
But  he  has  received  an  insult,  and  an  insult  is  an  injury — ^therefore  he 
must  have  satisfaction,  by  taking  the  life,  or  drawing  the  blood,  or  firing 
dry  at  his  adversary  ;  and  by  exposing  himself  to  the  same  consequences. 
Surely  it  cannot  require  much  philosophy  to  see  that  if  custom  had  not 
ruled  such  a  course  of  conduct,  under  such  a  position  of  circumstance, 
these  two  supposed  persons,  however  nice,  delicate,  highly  elevated,  and 
noble  were  their  innate  sense  of  honour,  would  never  have  met.  Had 
there  been  any  less  hazardous  means  recognised  by  society  to  adjust  the 
affair,  and  to  leave  his  honour  without  suspicion,  he  would  not  have  pro* 
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poMd  bttUetining  probably.  Ag^in,  Lord  A.  pulb  the  Marquis  of  B.  hj 
the  nose ;  coBtom  hereupon  rules  that  they  must  pull  triggers  together. 
A  tweak  of  this  description^  admitted^  is  very  apt  to  set  the  heart  drum.. 
ming,  and  the  blood  racing'^  but  if  cusjbom  had  ruled  that  Lord  A. 
might  have  resented  the  foul  attack,  by  first,  forgetting  the  dignity  of 
his  rank  and  station^  as  the  other  did^  and  kicking  the  Marquis,  and 
then  appealing  to  less  bloody  umpirage  than  a  duel — primary  indigna- 
tion would  most  likely  have  subsided  into  less  deadly  feelings.  This  is  a 
desperately  ticklish  case,  we  grant ;  but  the  drift  of  our  thoughts  is,  that 
amongst  intellectual  and  highly-cultivated  beings,  some  substitute  might 
be  established  for  the  brutal  and  most  impious  attempt  to  send  another 
or  ourselves  before  Almighty  God,  in  revenge  for  an  offensive  gesture 
or  expression.  Now,  is  it  not  possible  to  devise  a  means  by  which  the 
rank  nonsense  and  foul  wickedness  of  duelling  might  be  averted,  with- 
out loosening  the  ties  by  which  polished  society  is  held  together  ? — ^by 
which  the  offender  may  be  summarily  punished  for  any  infraction  of  the 
social  duties  of  life ;— by  which  the  honour  of  men  may  be  held  invio- 
lable, without  the  uncertain  justification — ^the  very  equivocal — guarantee 
of  a  pistol  wound  ? — and  by  which  guiltless  relations,  friends,  and  sur^ 
vivors  may  be  spared  the  bitter  affliction  into  which  such  rash  acts  too 
often  plunge  them  ? 

The  establishment  of  local  courts  of  honour  is  perhaps  the  only  meaas : 
— ^wiU  it  ever  be  tried  ? 

Lamb,  verms  Bentbam,  Romillt,  See, — Mr.  Bentham  had  an  oppo- 
nent in  M^.  Greorge  Lamb,  during  a  recent  debate  in  our  wise  House  :— 
We  can  almost  fancy  the  philosopher  smiling  benevolently  in  his  peaceful 
grave.  Mr.  Lamb  could  not  give  his  assent  to  Mr.  Lennard's  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  death  punishment  in  cases  of  burglary,  when  he  saw  crime 
increasing  all  around  him !  Knowledge,  at  least  commonsense,  and  hu^ 
mane  philosophy,  are  not  on  the  increase  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
regard  of  Mr.  Lamb,  we  refer  him,  not  to  Bentham,  for  that  were  sup- 
posing him  studious  and  intelligent,  but  to  certain  speeches  by  Earl 
Grey-^where  there  are  good  popular  views  of  the  matter  which  has  so 
puzsled  him.  Mr.  Lamb's  speech  proved  nothing  but  the  utter  inade- 
quacy of  our  system  of  secondary  punishments ;  a  part  of  our  law,  to 
understand  and  amend  which,  will,  we  are  afraid,  require  stronger  heads 
than  those  of  our  present  Cabinet.  The  task,  at  least,  is  not  fitted  for 
the  powers  of  Mr.  George  Lamb. 

Thb  Popularity  of  Patbokaob. — We  notice  from  a  report  of  some 
meeting  of  Scotch  members,  on  the  subject  of  patronage,  that  Mr.  Fer- 
gusson  of  Raith  denied  the  unpopularity  of  the  system  of  presentation  in 
Scotland.  It  is  very  clear  that  these  good  easy  gentlemen  are  resolved  on 
swamping  the  Scottish  Church.  Be  it  so-»be  it  as  the  venerable  Assem- 
bly has  decreed,  for  religion  will  survive  !  We  should  be  sorry  to  think 
so  meanly  of  Mr.  Fergusson,  as  to  imagine  him  caught  by  the  miserable 
fallacy  of  his  speech.  The  subject  was  probably  new  to  him,  and  he  may 
have  spoken  in  ignorance  and  without  forethought.  If  he  wishes  truly 
to  understand  this  important  matter,  will  he  have  the  kindness  to  inquire 
bow  many  in  Kirkaldy  and  its  neighbourhood,  are  indifferent  about  the 
question  of  Patronage,  either  because  they  wish  the  Scottish  Church  de- 
molished, or  care  nothing  whether  it  stand  or  fall  ?  The  corporation 
apathy  manifested  in  regard  of  this  important  question  is  one  of  the 
worst  properties  concerning  our  venerable  mother,  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  ;  and  assuredly  the  man  must  be  blind  indeed^-^unworthy  to 
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gire  even  a  hesitating  opinion  on  the  spirit  and  necessities  of  the  present 
times^  who  can  pervert  the  silence  into  a  proaf  or  presumption  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  are  attaefaed  to  patvoM^e.  Mr.  Pergusson  may  do 
worse  than  apply  hfmself  to  this  matter  driring  a  qtriet  half-hour ;  and 
we  would  recommend  him  not  to  propose  the  question^  which  he,  as  an 
individual,  thinks  best,  or  would  desire  to  prevail ; — but  what  is  now 
practicable — ^what  will  be  acceptable,  and  what  will  again  excite  for  our 
Church  the  waning  intierest  and  lest  eRthusiaam  ef  her  peeple? 


HYMN  TO  THE  DAYLIGHT. 

Come  from  the  crystal  chambers  of  thy  rest, 
O  Light  J  the  liie  of  sleep-forsaken  eyes  I 

The  Earth  has  worn  a  sorrow,  since  the  west 
Tracked  tby  last  footstep  in  the  purple  skies  {-^ 

The  air  is  sick  with  darkness,  and  the  breast 
Of  the  old  deep  slow  heaves  with  hollow  sighs. 

Cast  on  this  world  of  gloom,  and  grief,  and  fear, 

Thy  torch  of  sparkling  beams ;  Fair  Light,  appear  I 

Come !  for  the  earth  shows  ghastly;  clammy  dews 
Load  the  chill  forest ;  dark  the  meadows  Uet 

Music  Is  mute ;  all  lo?ely  scents  and  huea 

Are  dead  or  hidden  : — through  the  rack  on  high 

The  errant  Moon  her  lonely  path  pursues, 
Hymned  by  the  wailing  winds,  that  pant  and  sigh| 

Like  parted  spirits  o*er  the  corpse  of  earth ; 

Bring  glory  forth :  O  give  the  Morning  birth ! 

There  bewotn  watcheis  thfaitiiigfbr  that  sight, 
PerpleBcd  with  sodden  fears^  and  wan  with  awei 

Old  grieft  have  risen,  and  moaned  the  livelong  nigbM 
And  graves  have  yielded  bloodlen  shapes,  to  daaw. 

The  shivering  wretch's  curtain : — ^vague  affiight 
Hath  sate  in  painted  halls  and  huts  of  straW| 

And  bound  the  strangling  sleq)ei*s  in  a  chain 

Of  fremied  dreams.    O  give  I  hem  breath  again  I 

And  there  have  been  stem  riritaaAs,  that  haste 
In  the  thlc^  darkness  to  the  watcher's  ear, 

Telling  unweloeme  histories  of  the  past ; 
And,  raising  tmuk  the  gloom>  with  words  severe^ 

Guilt,  weakness,  error  silvered  or  embnieed, 
Have  bid  forgotten  wrong  and  shame  appear  ( 

Till  oonacirtice  ahrank,  and  sUrted  at  the  view 

Of  gathered  ill,  yei  owned  the  picture  true. 

Come  I  there  are  soft^  yet  wo^proToking,  sprites^ 
Bom  of  light  fkncy  in  the  te«ning  brain) 

That  chase  the  soul  with  shew  of  fond  d^ight% 
And  baseless  hopes,  and  prizes  none  may  gain  t 

Most  moeking  bliss  I  that  wakened  sense  requites 
With  blank  regrets,  and  disappointment  vain  I 

Come  I  ere  the  bright  possessions  grow  too  fair. 

And  madness  strike  the  eyes  that  find  them  air  I 
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Day  hmth  enough  of  monmiiig !    Coine^  and  atill 
The  ridon-angoith,  drawn  from  phantom  thoniM, 

That  itrikei  the  paoire  feme  with  foncted  ill, 
And  darkens  ilamber  with  dietrcasftil  dreams 

Of  friends  grown  fUse^  of  bitter  wrongs  that  chill 
The  8pirit*8  trust;  with  childish  grief,  that  streams 

In  tears  most  passionate  ftom  sleeping  eyes, 

And  adds  a  shade  to  waking  miseries. 

Come,  and  win  back  to  earth  the  ▼agnnt.  Thought; 

Haste  I  for  its  might  grows  fearful  when  alone ; 
Free  from  the  slumbering  clay  wherein  it  wrought. 

It  seeks  to  pierce  the  Teil  of  mystery  thrown 
Betwixt  the  seen  and  hidden ;  and,  distraught 

With  sounds  half.heard,  and  sights  obscurely  shewn, 
Eager  and  dizzied  with  its  strange  delight. 
Throbs  o*er  the  gulf  where  Life  and  Death  unite. 

And  Night  hath  memories.     From  the  broken  chain 
Of  warm  affection  worn  in  youth*B  fair  spring. 

From  loyes  the  tomb  hath  severed  yet  not  slain  ; 
From  hopes  that  once  were  happiness,  they  bring 

A  strain  of  sad  bereayement ;  while'  a  train 
Of  plaintive  spectres  to  the  mourner  cling. 

Most  dear,  yet  oh  I  most  thrilling ;  and  his  breath 

Faints  at  the  silent  earnestness  of  Death ! 

Life  may  not  bear  such  pangs  of  sick  regret- 
Alas  !  most  vain !  the  task  of  labouring  still 

Through  Day*s  incessant  toil,  and  wear,  and  fret^ 
They  make  too  heavy.     Wake  the  languid  will 

To  hope  and  struggle ;  bid  the  heart  forget 
A  void  it  must  not  feel,  and  cannot  fill ; 

Chase  the  fond  gloom  those  dear  subduing  shades 

Cast  o*er  the  soul  that  craves  all  strengthening  aids. 

Shine  through  the  half-lit  chamber,  where  the  hours 
Creep  with  slow  misery  past  the  sick  man*s  bed ; 

Allay  the  restless  burning  that  devours 
The  fevered  frame  when  fickle  sleep  hath  fled ; 

Let  thy  sweet  mate,  the  morning-breath  of  flowers^ 
Cool  the  hot  pulses  of  his  weary  head. 

O !  he  hath  tossed  and  yearned  in  long,  long  strife ; 

Shed  o*er  his  couch  thy  smile,  O  joy  of  life ! 

Symbol  of  freedom,  open  truth  and  right. 

Shoot  thy  keen  arrows  through  this  gloom  below, 

Where,  in  the  shelter  of  accomplice  night. 
The  prowling  caitiflT  strikes  his  coward  blow, 

And  pale-eyed  traitors'  whispering  bands  nnite^ 
And  rapine  prowls,  and  lawless  passions  glow ; 

Shine  out,--abash  the  guilt  that  shrinks  from  day. 

And  scare  its  slaves,  like  vulturee^  fiom  their  prey ! 

Hark !  what  glad  music  bursts  from  Nature's  tongue, 
To  hail  the  opening  of  thy  seraph-eye  I 

The  mountain  peaks  in  glory  Anth  have  sprung, 
The  snn-kissed  waters  sparkle  to  the  sky ; 

The  air  is  quick  with  fragrance;  Earth  has  flung 
Her  funeral  robe  aside :  sick  phantoms  fly ; 

Vain  dreams  and  sadnesi^  mystery  and  shade 

Are  fled :  Tis  day  I  The  wakened  world  is  glad  ! 
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CORN  LAWS. 
•«THE  FRUCT1FYIN6-SH0WER  FALLACY.** 

BT  THE  AUTHOB  OF  '^  GORN-LAW  RHTXSS." 

Whkn  the  connorancy  of  these  realmg  determined  to  wage  war  on 
republican  France,  the  pilot  who  gathered  the  storm  which  we  are  trying 
to  weather^  substitated^  for  certain  millions  of  pieces  of  yellow  metid 
worth  twenty-one  shillings  each,  bits  of  inked  paper  called  bank  notes. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  those  bits  of  paper,  though  only  exchangeable 
for  similar  bits  of  paper,  were  not  only  received  and  paid  as  money,  but 
multitudes  of  persons  who  were  not  then  supposed  to  be  either  silly  or 
insane,  voluntarily,  cheerfully,  and  without  any  suspicion,  exchanged 
tiieir  metallic  money  for  paper.  Nor  for  a  considerable  time  did  much  ap- 
parent evil  result  from  this  incredible  substitution.  On  the  contrary, 
the  nation,  like  Balaam's  ass,  grew  fat,  and  kicking  the  few  miserable 
doubters  who  happened  to  have  brains  as  well  as  ears,  brayed  continu- 
ally a  joyful  song,  in  praise  of  the  transmuter  of  metals  into  what  seemed 
to  be  quadrupled  rents,  trebled  profits,  and  doubled  wagrs.  The  poor 
labourers,  indeed,  though  they  too  shouted  "  Billy  Pitt  fur  ever  !'*  and 
"  Damn  the  frog-eating  French !"  felt  that  all  was  not  right  with  them. 
But  John  Bull,  the  tallow  chandler,  who  had  expended  four  hundred 
golden  pounds  in  building  a  house,  and,  to  his  great  surprise,  found  that 
he  could  readily  let  it  for  what  seemed  to  be  forty  pounds  a  year,*- 
gladly  consented  to  expend  three  hundred  pounds  in  glorious  wars ;  he 
therefore  mortaged  hishouse,  gradually  paid  the  money  to  the  tax-gatherers, 
and  believed,  on  his  death-bed,  that  although  he  had  bartered  three 
hundred  pounds  for  glory,  he  was  nevertheless  full  one  hundred  pounds 
richer  than  in  the  vaunted  days  of  golden  Peace.  Old  Tony  Lumpkin, 
Esquire,  also,  (and  his  wife,  though  she  was  said  to  be  a  clever  rascal,) 
finding  his  rents  quadrupled,  doubted  not  that  sixpences  were,  at  least, 
shillings,  and  swore  he  would  transport  to  Botany  Bay  every  man,  wo- 
man, and  child,  who  thought  otherwise.  And  this  state  of  things  lasted 
till  the  good  Squire,  as  he  was  called,  died  full  of  days  and  wisdom.  But 
it  happened  soon  afterwards,  that  is  to  say,  when  Napoleon  Buonaparte 
became  emperor  of  Elba,  that  young  Tony  Lumpkin  went  to  Paris,  where, 
to  his  inexpressible  astonishment,  he  was  informed,  and  found,  to  his 
cost,  that  Bank  of  England  notes,  purporting  to  be  worth  one  pound 
each,  would  only  exchange  for  thirteen  shillings.  He  knew,  indeed,  be- 
fore he  left  home,  that  guineas  frequently  sold  for  twenty-eight  shillings 
a-piece,  but  that  was  owing,  his  good  old  father  told  him,  to  jacbbinism 
and  French  principles,  and  not  to  any  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
paper  money ;  his  mother,  however,  began  to  think  differently,  and  sorely 
plagued  the  old  gentleman,  a  little  before  he  died,  to  insist  on  payment 
of  his  rents  in  specie.  Now  young  Tony  was  always  supposed  to  be  the  son 
of  his  mother :  he  was  certainly  as  clever  as  British  blockheads  in  general ; 
and  his  eyes  being  now  fully  opened,  he,  as  is  usual  with  shrewd  fools,  re- 
solved forthwith  to  turn  rogue.  But  will  it  be  believed  that  the  burst- 
ing of  the  paper  bubble  was  the  commencement  of  a  delusion  still  more 
inconceivable  }  Such,  however,  was  the  fact ;  for  young  Tony  wrote 
home  to  his  uncle  and  cousins,*  advising  them  to  vote  in  Parliament  for 
a  law  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign  com ;  "  Then,"  added  he, 
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*'  pass  a  law  for  the  immediate  resumption  of  cash  payments^  and  we  shall 
secure  our  paper-rents  in  gold^  and  be  at  the  rascally  Jacobins  after  all!" 
And  it  was  so.    Both  those  laws  were  made.    But  in  a  country  where 
conjurors  and  fortune-tellers  can  no  longer  get  a  livings  how  happens  it 
that  legislative  necromancy  still  contrives  to  make  its  jargon  oracular  ? 
That  simple  people  should  think  metallic  money  quite  as  good  as  paper, 
is  not  surprising ;  but  where,  out  of  Noodledom,  could  sane  persons  be 
convinced  that  it  is  better  to  receive  two  peeks  of  com  than  four  peeks 
for  a  crown  piece  ?     Yet  firm  in  this  faith  was  young  John  Bull,  the  taL 
low  chandler,  although  he  had  lately  discovered  that,  some  how  or  other, 
he  was  not  possessed  of  one-fifth  of  the  ^ve  hundred  pounds,  which  hia 
father,  by  will,  said  he  had  bequeathed  to  him  only  a  few  months  befoEO. 
He  could  not  by  any  means  pay  the  interest  of  the  three  hundred  pounds 
which  his  father  had  borrowed  on  mortgage,  in  the  days  of  his  valoiir  ; 
and  yet  he  contrived  to  persuade  the  mortgagee,  that  when  young  Toay 
charged  half-a-crown  for  fifteen-penny  worth  of  moal^  the  diffarence  re-* 
turned  to  the  payer  in  a  '' fructifying-shower  1"  But  unluckily  for  Tony's 
))eajce,  young  John's  nezt»door  neighbour,  commonly  called  "  the  nsverad 
and  ruptured  Hogden" — an  old  offender,  who  had  been  sent  to  jail 
for  sedition — was  a  bom  schohir.    He  told  John,  that  if  the  emperor,  of 
Morocco  bought  his  candles,  the  emperor  would  pay  him  for  them; 
whereas,  if  the  fifteen-pences  which  he  was  continndiy  giving  to  Tony, 
came  back  in  fructifying  showers,  (which  he   doubted,)  still  they  were 
enly  his  ovon  fifteen^pences  which  came  back  !    "  And  on  such  terms,"  be 
added,  "  I  really  think,  Mr.  Bull,  you  ought  to  have  plenty  of  cuatomera.** 
John  scratched  his  head,  hutched  up  his  breeches,  and  looked  more  like 
a  John  Bull  than  ever,  but  could  not  fathom  the  mystery.    ''  Ledger  the 
account,"  said  Hogden,  ''  and  if  you  cannot  then  see  that  you  are  cheated 
out  of  half  your  earnings,  starve !"    John  awoke  at  once  from  his  be>« 
wilderment,  for  a  new  light  had  broken  in  upon  him.    "  Ledger  the 
account !  I  will  do  so,"  muttered  he  to  himself,  wondering  that  he  bad 
never  thought  of  that  before.    He  then  sat  down  at  his  desk,  and  found 
that  the  '*  fructifying-shower  account"  stood  as  follows  :-— 

Tony  Lumpkin,  Esq.,  in  account  with  John  Bull,  Chandler. 
1883.  Dr. 

June  13,  To  cash  for  1  stone  of  Flour, 0    9    8 

14,  —  Candles  which  cost  me , 0    1    2| 

£0    3    8| 

1833,  Ct. 

June  13,  By  1  stone  of  Flour,  worth 0    1    3 

-— U,  —  Cash  (my  own)  for  Candles, 0     1     3 

—  Balance,  lost  in  the  purchase  of  I  stone  of 

Flour, 0     1    2| 

£0    3    8^ 

To  balance  brought  down,  lost  on  fractifying. 
shower  account,  in  the  purchase  of  1  stone 
of  Four, 0     1     2| 

Readers  of  Tail  I  is  not  this  conclusion  aoaewhat  seiiousfor  a  joke? 
Alasj  two-thirds  of  the  jest  are  yet  to  come  ! 
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The  Puritan's  Grave.    Saunders  and  Otley^  London. 

There  can  be  no  longer  a  doubt  that  novel-writing  is  in  a  state  of 
healthful  transition.  The  B3rmptonis  of  reform^  and  total  change  of  the 
system^  are  strengthening  every  day.  Nor  are  these  improvements^  in 
the  smallest  degree^  imitations  of  Sir  Walter  Scott^  or  the  author  of 
'^  Pelham,"  or  the  Fashionable  Novels.  The  Puritan's  Grave^  which  we 
have  perused  with  the  deep^  heartfelt  satisfaction,  whicH  is  probably  the 
highest  tribute  an  author  can  levy-^if  it  be  not,  more  properly,  a  volun- 
tary gift — is  among  the  most  pleasing  of  the  recent  marks  of  this  health, 
ful  change  in  the  public  taste,  or  in  those  who  guide  it.  There  are  few 
incidents  in  the  work ;  but  those  with  which  we  meet  are  simple  and 
natural,  and  develop  the  few  amiable  characters  in  an  easy  and  pleasing 
manner.  The  quaint  and  homely,  but  often  forcible  language  of  the 
Puritan's  age,  which  is  adopted  in  the  narrative,  contributes  to  the  charm 
thrown  around  the  story.  The  Puritan,  the  Nonconformist  divine,  who 
takes  up  his  cross  and  abandons  aU,  to  preserve  an  unspotted  conscience, 
is  a  character  of  delightful  simplicity,  and  apostolic  zeal  and  purity.  His 
daughter  we  should  call  an  angelic  being,  were  the  word  not  so  hackneyed 
and  profaned.  Anne  Faithful,  if  less.  Is  also  more  than  an  angel  of  ro- 
mance.   She  is  Wordsworth's  Portrait  drawn  at-full  length. 

^  A  creature  not  too  bright  or  good 

For  human  nature*8  daily  food ; 

For  transient  sorrowS)  simple  wiles, 

Praise,  blame,  love^  kisses,  tears,  and  smiles. 

And  now,  I  see  with  eye  serene. 

The  very  pulse  of  the  machine :  * 

A  being  breathing  though  tftil  breath ; 

A  traveller  betwixt  life  and  death. 

The  reason  ftrm,  the  temperate  ^11, 

Endanmoe,  foieright,  ftrength  and  dtilL 

A  perfect  woman,  nobly  planned, 

To  warn,  to  comfort,  and  command ; 

And  yet,  a  spirit,  still  and  bright, 

With  something  of  an  angel  light. 

Such  is  the  portrait  which  is  amplified  and  placed  in  a  hundred  new 
lights  in  the  Puritan's  Grave.  Many  just  and  beautiful  thoughts,  spring- 
ing from  deeper  roots  than  are  usually  found  to  flourish  in  the  soil  of 
fiction,  are  scattered  throughout  these  volumes. 

The  Parson's  Daughter.  3  vols.    Bentley,  London. 

Deny  it  who  may,  the  Reform  Bill,  or  something  Hke  it,  is  working. 
Here  is  proof  of  it  in  three  volumes.  Mr.  Theodore  Hook,  their 
avthor,  has  fairly  turned  his  back  upon  the  silver^/brk  school  of  fiction. 
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be  discovered  it  had  goue  by^  and  was  exploded ;  and  so^  eame  riglii 
over  to  that  of  conimunsense.  No  one,  it  is  probable,  laughed  more 
heartily,  in  his  sleeve,  than  this  clever  writer  at  the  manifold  fopperiea 
and  impertinences,  which  he  formerly  propagated  and  adopted,  to  give 
ieest,  and  gain  acceptance  to  his  delineations  of  society.  It  was  a  compli« 
ment,  or  sacrifice  to  the  imagined  public  taste,  at  the  expense  of  his  own* 
understanding.  He  now  perceives  that  such  insolent  puerilities  have  lost 
their  relish ;  that  they  would  not  longer  be  tolerated  even  in  a  new  edition 
of  High  Life  Below  Stairs.  From  this  revolution  the  Parson' $  Daughter 
is  the  most  rationally  motived  and  conducted  of  any  of  Mr.  Hook's 
Hovels.  The  characters  are  real,  and  reasonable  beings.  If  the  humour 
and  eccentricity  are  for  this  cause  leiss  exuberant,  so  are  the  extrava- 
gances and  burlesque :  comedy  takes  place  of  broad  farce.  The  se- 
rious scenes,  those  especially  in  which  the  struggles  of  the  dawn- 
ing passion  of  Harvey  and  Squire  Harbottle's  wife  are  developed,  are 
touched  with  delicacy,  and  with  skill,  in  the  deeper  tones  of  feeling,  for 
which  we  had  not  previously  given  the  author  credit.  The  Squire  him- 
self is  a  man  of  mark.  We  note  and  remember  him  from  the  very  ex- 
cess of  his  hateful  qualities,  for  his  boisterousness  and  self-sufficiency  ; 
and,  loathing,  yet  yield  to  the  animal  energies  of  his  character.  There  is 
iine  sagacity  in  touching  and  shaking  this  hard,  coarse  spirit  with  re- 
morse. H&rbottle  is  altogether  a  true  conception  ;  and  for  Mr.  Hook 
there  IS  magnanimity  in  making  the  man  of  unbounded  wealth,  and  im. 
mearsurable  vulgar  pride  in  its  display,  not  one  of  the  new-sprung  dung- 
hill mushroom  breed.  Dr.  Macgopus  is  one  of  this  author's  curious  felici- 
ties, though  the  Dr.'s  humour  does  run  to  seed  at  last.  The  humour  oC 
phrase  may  bear  repetition  on  the  stage,  where  eye,  voice,  expression 
point  and  vary  it;  but  in  a  book  it  goes  not  quite  so  far.  Macgopus 
becomes  monotonous,  and  all  but  tiresome  at  last ;  but  is  redeemed  by 
that  quality  which  covers  a.  multitude  of  sins— goodness  of  heart.  To 
say  that  the  storied  interest  of  the  book  is  exhausted  long  before  it  ends, 
is  a  positive  compliment,  implying  that  the  tale  does  possess  great  inte* 
test  up  to  the  death  of  Harbottle. 

Andrew  the  Savoyard.     From  the  French  of  C.  Paul  de  Kock. 

S  vols.     Marston  and  Co.,  London. 

\Ve  are  not  so  thoroughly  English  Clay  but  that  we  can  prefer  at  any 
time  the  translation  of  a  good  French  or  German  novel  to  a  native  of 
<lull  mediocrity.  The  hmmour,  and  truthfulness,  and  sprightly  tone  of 
the  Modern  Cymon  of  Paul  de  Kock,  lately  captivated  our  regard.  An- 
drew THE  Savoyard  confirms  the  favourable  impression.  Its  opening 
ficenes  are  most  winning.  They  are  laid  among  the  mountains  and 
mountaineers  of  Savoy ;  among  the  virtuous  poor.  They  glow  with  the 
bloom,  and  sparkle  with  the  fresh  dews  of  a  lovely  and  pure  nature.  The 
«cene,  transferred  to  Paris,  gives  the  author  scope  for  his  peculiar  genius 
in  delineating  French  characters  of  eommon  life.  His  females  are  de- 
licately discriminated,  his  heroine  is  charming,  and  the  dtnouement  lifted 
far  above  the  vulgarity  of  ordinary  prosperous  endings,  in  a  manner 
iquite  to  our  ta^e.  It  would  berash  to  limit  the  absurdities,  and  selfish- 
ness, and  contemptibility  of  a  French  Count  of  the  old  regime  ;  but  Count 
Champagne  does  appear  a  caricature  to  English  readers.  To  com- 
pensate this,  Rossignol,  another  comic  character,  is  original  and  exquisite. 
His  vanity,  his  sensuality,  his  impudent  roguery,  make  up  a  finished 
ffteimen  of  the  genus  scamp  j  for  he  is  neither  rouS^  blackguard^  viV 
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lain  nor  ruffian.  £ren  his  name  is  picturesquel^r  de^criptiTe-^Rowignol  f 
His  biunoijrs  afford  a  fund  of  entertainment.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  this  character  is  almost  a  literal  transcript  from  the  great  book  of 
human  life^  a  late  Parisian  edition. 

The  EafioBANT's  Tale,  anh  other  Poems.    By  James  Bird.     8vo,  Pp. 

192.     Baldwin  and  Cradock. 

Mr.  Bird  is  no  new  aspirant  for  poetical  honours.  He  comes  forth 
in  the  consciousness  of  former  appearances^  welcomed  and  encouraged. 
The  Emigrant's  Tale  is  told  by  the  brink  of  Niagara.  It  is  of  an  Eng- 
lish village  and  parish  in  the  happier  olden  times,  and  next  during  the 
late  disastrous  change  of  manners,  morals,  and  values.  It  gives  the 
customary  group  of  village  characters.  The  schoolmaster  who  demon- 
strates his  ignorance  by  a  vigorous  application  of  birch, — the  bland  rec 
tor  who  comes  once  a-year  to  gather  his  tithes, — a  curate,  who  might 
make  a  third  to  Goldsmith's  preacher,  and  Chaucer's  priest, — and  a  noble 
old  Knight,  Lord  of  the  Manor, 

"a  bough 

Of  the  Old  English  Oak."* 

These  sketches,  interwoven  with  a  domestic  tale,  threatening  traged 
but  ending  well,  give  Mr.  Bird  scope  for  his  powers  of  description 
which  are  natural,  agreeable,  and  cultivated.  Among  the  miscellaneous 
poems,  are  some  upon  themost  remarkable  objects  and  monuments  of  Lou- 
don ;  the  Thames,  the  Tower,  Westminster,  the  Altar  of  St.  George's 
Church,  &c.  &c.  These  themes  are  well-chosen,  and  inspiring,  and  place 
Mr.  Bird's  poetical  talents  in  a  very  favourable  light.  Other  pieces  of 
less  pretension  and  of  equal  merit,  we  should  have  been  proud,  wei  e  ex- 
tracts permitted  in  our  narrow  domain,  to  have  transplanted  to  these 
pages.  We  have,  however,  read,  admired,  and  will  long  remember  The 
Villagey  Verses  written  on  the  lid  of  a  coffin,  The  Farmer's  Family, 
The  Village  Pine-tree,  and  Lucy  Jones,  When  Mr.  Bulwer  moves  a  Par- 
liamentary return  of  the  living  poets  of  England,  we  shall  be  sure  to  find 
included  the  name  of  James  Bird. 

Authentic  Letters  from  Canada.    1  Vol.     Curry,  Dublin. 

This  is  a  genuine  book.  The  Letters  which,  without  any  personal 
itbject,  form  vastly  agreeable  and  entertaining  reading,  are  full  of  inter- 
est to  those  who  are  thinking  of  changing  their  country.  They  are 
written  during  the  last  and  the  present  year,  by  members  of  two  fami- 
lies who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Canada.  The  names  of  the  emi- 
grants are  Magrath  and  Radcliff.  The  heads  of  both  households  are 
dergymen ;  and  their  descendants  are  educated,  intelligent,  and  sensible 
persons,  whose  advice,  with  the  details  of  their  experience,  will  be  found 
most  useful  to  emigrants  of  a  corresponding  rank. 

Evans's  Emigrant's  Directory,  and  Guide  to  obtain  Land,  and  effect 
a  Settlement  in  the  Canadas.  1  Vol.     Curry,  Dublin. 

This  is  a  book  of  tables,  details,  and  practical  information.  It  is 
written  by  a  gentleman  who  lived  for  eighteen  years  in  British  America ; 
and  was  for  some  years  a  Government  agent  for  land  in  Lower  Canada. 
We  regret  to  say  that  he,  last  year,  fell  a  victim  to  the  cholera.  We 
recommend  his  book  to  all  who  would  survey  Canada,  the  Lower  as 
%ir'oU  as  the  Upper  Province^  before  taking  the  decisive  step,  which  can- 
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not  be  easily  retraced.  What  we  want  now,  is  a  book  containing  as  full 
information  regarding  the  Western  territory^  and  unsettled  parts  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  of  far  more  importance  that  our  countrymen,  who 
are  forced  to  emigrate,  should  settle  where  they  can  do  so  with  most . 
advantage,  than  that  they  should  ^x  upon  Canada,  for  no  better  reason 
than  that  it  is  still  a  British  colony,  and  a  bulwark  of  our  empire. 

Thb  Parish,  a  Tale.    By  Harriet  Martineau.    Fox,  London. 

It  is  no  slight  test  of  merit  that  a  body  so  composed,  and  commanding 
for  its  publications  so  extensive  a  circulation  as  that  which  the  ''  Society 
for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge"  has  secured,  should  be  solicitous 
to  place  Miss  Martineau  upon  their  list  of  operatives ;  and  it  is  something 
not  a  little  striking  to  find,  that  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  among  whom 
are  such  personages  as  Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Althorp,  C leading  menu 
here  of  an  existing  Government  I )  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Denham,  thus  identifying  themselves  with,  and  virtually  i^eoognising  the 
axioms  which,  as  a  political  economist.  Miss  Martineau  endeavours  to 
establish.  It  must  be  plain  to  those  who  have  not  studied  so  abstruse  a 
science,  (for  we  suppose  it  must  at  length  be  thus  considered,)  that, 
attacking,  as  she  has  done,  many  of  the  current  opinions  of  our  own 
time,  on  the  subject  of  social  government.  Miss  Martineau,  unless  pos- 
sessed of  some  extraordiuary  powers  of  foresight  or  discernment,  would 
have  long  ago  been  either  jeered,  abused,  or  reasoned  into  silence,  had 
there  been  grounds  or  ability  to  do  so.  It  might  be  imagined,  that  in 
these  danger-fraught  times,  any  individual — sex  out  of  question — who 
dared  to  weigh  the  wisdom  of  existing  laws,  or  to  touch  upon  that  tick- 
lish Subject,  the  right  divine  of  the  rich  to  oppress  or  mismanage  the 
poor,  would  have  been  so  sharply  assailed,  so  bitterly  vituperated,  or  so 
loaded  with  contempt,  that  long  ere  this  she  or  he  would  have  been  glad 
to  skulk  into  obscurity  again.  Smith,  Malthus,  M'CuUoch — and  she  has 
differed  from  all — ^have  each  his  disciples  and  supporters ;  but  none 
of  either  have  shewn  the  power  or  the  capability  to  subvert  her  doc- 
trines.    She  appears  to  tread  the  ground  alone  and  triumphantly. 

The  unlearned  in  such  mysterious  matters  have,  therefore,  sound  rea- 
sons for  deducing  this  inference :  that  Miss  Martineau's  propositions 
are  something  more  than  the  idle  prattle  of  a  literary  lady,  and  people 
are  accordingly  prepared  to  receive  them  with  sometiung  very  like  de- 
ferential respect,  and  without  much  question. 

The  number  just  published,  '^  The  Parish,"  appears  to  be  the  first  of 
a  series  illustrative  of  poor  laws  and  pauper  government.  Without  going 
into  the  subject  matter  of  her  argument  (which  may  by-and-by  elicit  a 
sterner  inquiry  than  can  well  be  entered  upon  in  this  department  of  the 
Magazine,)  we  content  ourselves  with  saying  that  she  has  managed  the 
question  with  her  wonted  ability.  In  this,  as  in  most  of  her  political 
writings,  the  interest  of  the  tale  overpowers,  yet  without  impairing  the 
argumentative  part ;  we  cannot  stop  to  quibble  upon,  or  question,  dis- 
cussable points — we  concede  them  willingly  in  our  desire  to  arrive  at 
the  denouement.  It  is  only  then  that  the  '*  moral,"  forces  itself  quietly, 
but  surely,  on  our  reflection,  and  while  pleased  at  her  intelligence  on  so 
sober,  dry,  and  complicated  a  subject,  as  political  economy.  We  are 
surprised  at  the  adddress  with  which  the  learned  authoress  has  imparted 
to  it  so  much  of  extrinsic  interest  and  dramatic  effect. 
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A  Manual  Hbbbew  and  English  Luucon  ;  including  the  fiibtioftl  GhaL 
dee,  abridged,  with  the  latest  improvements,  from  the  Works  of  Prof. 
W,  Gesenius,  and  designed  particularly  for  the  use  of  Students.  By 
J.  W.  Gihh,  Prof,  of  Sac.  Lit.  in  Yale  College,  U,  S.  London :  J.  B. 
Priestley,  1833. 

We  are  not  acquainted  with  any  Hebrew  Lexicon  of  triple  the  size  and 
price,  which  contains  so  much  pertinent  and  accurate  matter  as  this 
manual.     The  reputation  of    Professor  Gesenius    as   a  Hebraist,  is  a 
£uropean  one.    He  stands,  by  common  consent,  at  the  head  of  German 
cultivators  of  the  sacred  languages;  and,  although  we  have  the  happiness 
of  possessing  several  excellent  scholars  in  our  own  country,  it  would  be 
too  proud  a  boast  to  allege  that  we  could  name  one  Englishman  to  match 
him.    The  larger  dictionary  of  this  celebrated  critic  has,  for  some  time, 
been  presented  to  our  students  by  Lee,  and  all  who  can  afford  it  will  of 
course  purchase  that  work ;  but  to  others, — to  beginners,  and  to  those 
who  study  with  no  farther  aim  than  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  Hebrew, 
we  cordially  recommend  the  manual.     The  uilri vailed  Lehrgebdude  der 
Hebrditchen  S^aehe,  of  the  same  author,  has  also,  although  somewhat 
modified,  been  placed  within  the  reach  of  Englishmen  by  the  indefatiga- 
ble Moses  Stuart  of  Andover,  and  made  accessible  to  those  who  read 
French,  in  a  few  respects  stUl  more  completely,  by  Cellerier  of  Geneva. 
We  mention  it  as  a  worthy  companion  to  the  Dictionary;  nor,  indeed,  can 
any  person  who  has  access  to  both,  be  ever  at  fault  in  regard  of  the  anoma- 
lies  of  this  singular  and  fragmental  tongue,  in  so  far  at  least  as  the  acute 
spirit  of  modern  philology  has  hitherto  been  able  to  master  them.    We 
have  been  most  negligent  in  borrowing  so  little  from  the  Germans  in  this 
way.    Let  us  hope,  upon  the  ground  of  certain  tolerably  distinct  symp- 
toms, that  the  wall  of  separation  will  soon  be  broken  down  in  various 
places. 

It  is  impossible  to  dismiss  this  little  work,  without  noticing  that  it  is 
another  contribution  in  aid  of  sacred  criticism,  by  an  American  divine. 
Few   observers   can   have   overlooked  the  persevering  efforts  of  the 
modest  Americans,  in  a  most  abstruse,  generally  repulsive,  and  very 
thorny  department  of  knowledge ;  and  we  believe  it  has  occurred  also 
to  many,  that  the  diligence  and  success  with  which  these  quiet  persons 
have  already  pursued   a   subject   so   little    likely  to  bring  them  re- 
wards in  this  world's  lucre,  is,  especially  when  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  comparative  inefficiency  of  our  fattened  endowments,  no  great  sup- 
port of  the  fashionable  opinion  that,  in  order  to  make  a  literary  man 
work  well,  it  is  necessary  to  gorge  him  with  fricandeau  and  sucking 
pig.    The  truth  is,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  American  Church,  indi- 
viduals can  never  be  attracted  to  it  by  the  mere  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
living.   The  moving  principles  which  determine  citizens  of  the  States  to 
become  clergymen,  are,  either  a  relish  for  sacred  literature  on  its  own 
account,  or  a  passion  to  instruct  mankind  in  the  truths  of  religion  ;  and 
this  is  sufficiently  general  to  have  become  the  fashion,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  have  stamped  the  character  of  the  class, — insomuch  that,  in  most 
parts  of  the  Union,  for  a  clergyman  to  be  seen  at  a  theatre,  to  be  a  fre- 
quenter  of  balls,  or  even  to  be  busy  with  politics,  would  by  no  means 
add  to  his  respectability  in  the  eyes  of  his  flock.    Every  card-playing, 
fox-hunting,  aristocracy-courting  parson  of  our  land,  has,  on  the  con- 
trary»  discovered  a  mode  of  killing  time,  without  requiring  to  seek 
amusement  amongst  the  crabbed  pot-hooks  of  Syriac  or  Hebrew. 
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A  DiOTimrAitT  or  Dibt.  By  8.  8.  Fobstth,  8urgeoiii  Cremer.  L«iidMi« 
Thjb  U  one  of  the  many  useful  compilations  of  the  present  day,  conu 
bining  historical  and  medical,  with  culinary  information.  It  contains 
nothing  either  norel  or  rare,  but  a  good  deal  that  wiU  be  found  useful, 
and  not  a  little  withal  that  might  be  spared,  if  utility  were  the  sole  ob- 
ject. The  author  has  not  been  in  the  least  superstitious  in  acknowledg. 
iiif  the  sources  of  his  knowledge,  or  how  much  he  is  indebted  to  the 
learned  precursors  of  both  sexes ;  but  this  is  of  less  importance  to  his 
readers  than  the  diligence  and  research  employed  in  collecting  valuable 
information  for  their  benefit.  Of  some  things,  our  author  has  a  very 
bad  opinion,  as  snuff-taking ;  in  other  cases,  as  punch-bibbing,  he  has  not 
quite  made  up  his  mind  ;  and  indeed  his  method  of  laying  various  medi- 
cal authorities  before  his  readers,  instead  of  dogmatizing,  is  to  be  com- 
mended. We  can  safely  recommend  this  as  an  excellent  family  book,  on 
which  an  intelligent  man  has  bestowed  great  pains. 

Thk  AncflKn's  Guide.    By  an  Old  Toxopholite.    Hurst. 

This  is  a  vtiy  neat  and  interesting  little  book  ;  and  will  be  acceptable 
to  those  who  practice  the  **  noble  art  of  archery !"  The  most  ancient  of  all 
weapons  of  war,  and,  in  the  early  periods  of  our  own  history,  the  sole 
instrument  by  which  the  fate  of  nations  was  often  decided,  the  Bow, 
has  now  descended  into  comparative  degradation,  and  is  used  only  as  a 
mere  instrument  of  amusement.  Yet,  fallen  as  it  thus  is  from  <'  high 
estate,"  it  is  not  wholly  dishonoured,  forasmuch  as  it  administers  to  the 
amusement  of  ''angel  woman,"  and  is  wielded  by  her  fair  hands. 

The  author  has  rapidly  sketched  the  history  of  the  Bow,  and  recorded 
some  of  the  feats  by  which  divers  g^eat  archers  of  old,  particularly 
Domitian  and  Commodus,  signalized  themselves,  and,  in  latter  days,  the 
achievements  of  the  "  merrie  men  of  England," — facts  which  wofully 
mar  the  posthumous  glory  of  William  Tell,  and  make  Mr.  Macready 
look  foolish  in  imparting  an  air  of  solemn  importance  to  the  very  insig- 
nificant affair  of  piercing  an  apple.  Listen  to  the  Toxopholite,  and  be 
astonished. 

**  We  have  the  authority  of  Suetonliu  and  Herodian  for  asserting  of  the  former, 
(Dan  Domitian)  that  he  would  often  place  boys  in  the  circus^  at  tome  distanoe  from 
him,  and  ai  they  held  out  their  hands  and  separated  their  fingen,  he  would  shoot  an 
arrour  through  either  space,  without  injury  to  the  hand  of  him  who  acted  target ! 
l*he  ftats  attributed  by  the  same  authors  to  Commodus  are  also  numerous.  It  is 
s<iid  that  his  hand  was  unerring,  both  with  the  javelin  and  the  bow,  and  that  the 
most  experienced  Pairthian  archers  yielded  to  his  skilL  He  would  kill  all  kinds  of 
9)iimals  in  the  amphitheatre,  by  way  of  exercise ;  and,  to  prove  the  steadiness  of  his 
arm,  stags,  lions,  panthers,  and  all  other  kinds  of  beasts,  fell  without  number  by  his 
hand,  the  first  arrow  invariably  proving  mortal ;  and  such  was  his  adroitness,  that 
he  would  s'.rike  an  animal  in  any  particular  point  he  wished  with  the  greatest 
accuracy.  A  panther  was  sometimes  let  loose  in  the  circus,  where  a  criminal  was 
placed,  and  just  as  the  animal  was  going  to  seise  the  culprit,  the  Emperor  would 
direct  an  arrow  so  apportunely,  that  the  man  would  escape  unhurt.  A  hundred 
lions  have  been  introduced  at  the  same  time  upon  the  areiia,  Hud  with  as  many  shafts  ' 
he  would  lay  them  lifeless.  He  caused  arrows  to  be  made  with  heads  curved  in  a 
simi-circular  figure,  and  with  these  he  would  cut  off  the  neck  of  the  ostrich  running 
at  full  speed.  In  such  cases,  when  the  Emperor  amputated  the  head  of  one  of  these 
animals,  the  stroke  severed  the  part  so  instantaneously  that  the  body  of  the  bird 
sometimes  proceeded  several  paces,  as  though  still  living  T 

Ample  and  particular  instructions,  diagrams  and  drawings  are  given 
for  the  edification  of  incipient  bowyers,  whether  of  the  fair  sex  or  o^  the 
foul ;  and  to  both  we  recommend  the  *'  Archer's  Guide." 
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Clinicaii  Rbpobts  or  the  Surgical  PbaoticA  •?  tbx  Glamow 
Inpibmart,    By  John  Macfarlane,  M.D.  Pp.  Sli. 

**  It  cannot  be  denied,"  says  Dr.  Macfarlane,  '^  that  the  public  at 
large,  by  whom  our  hospitals  are  so  munificently  supported,  and  espe- 
cially the  medical  world,  are  entitled  to  look  to  the  physicians  and  sur* 
geons  of  such  establishments  for  the  results  of  their  experience,  whether 
ortunate  for  adverse,  in  the  shape  of  a  periodical  publication."  This 
suggestion  is  valuable,  aitd  especially  applicable  to  the  hospitals  of  Lon. 
don :  its  practical  adoption  would  be  attended  with  great  advantages. 
The  importance  of  clinical  lectures  has  of  late  years  becottie  so  manifest, 
that  every  teacher  is  now  compelled  to  announce  them,  as  a  necessary 
part  of  medical  education ;  and  clinical  reports  are  to  the  practitioner 
what  clinical  lectures  are  to  the  student.  It  is  not  the  details  of  an  ex- 
traordinary case,  a  novel  practice,  or  a  brilliant  cure,  that  will  much 
assist  in  perfecting  medicine  as  a  science  ;  the  results,  as  weU  fortunate 
as  fatal,  of  common  cases,  variously  treated,  are  to  the  full  as  important 
for  such  an  end  as  the  narrative  of  the  rarest  or  most  successful ;  and 
if  hospitals  generally  were  obliged  to  furnish  annual  reports  of  this 
generid  description,  carefully  and  faithfully  stated,  a  mass  of  invaluable 
materials  would,  as  the  Doctor  justly  observes,  be  soon  accumulated 
which  would  far  exceed  in  value  and  importance  all  the  isolated  papers 
and  cases  with  which  the  journals  of  the  day  abound. 

The  present  volume  of  reports  contains  upwards  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  cases,  ranging  within  the  chief  complaints  and  accidents  obnoxious 
to  surgical  aid  ;  prefixed  to  each  division  of  which  are  some  practical 
observations  by  the  author.  The  cases  are  very  ably  drawn  up ;  most 
of  them  are  interesting,  and  many  of  considerable  value  from  the  ac- 
companying reflections.  It  would  not  be  very  sagacious  to  make,  from 
such  a  number,  an  individual  selection,  as  a  sample  of  the  whole ;  we 
will  extract,  however,  a  few  observations  on  the  treatment  of  Burns, 
which,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  novel,  and  not  in  very  common  employ- 
ment: theorising,  we  should  think  the  practice  must  be  very  preca^ 
rious. 

<<  When,  by  a  bum  or  scald,  the  cuticle  is  extensively  vesicated,  and  the  surround- 
ing integuments  inflamed,  the  immediate  application  of  finely^catded  cotton  will  be 
Ibund  not  only  to  sooth  the  local  pain  and  irritation ;  but  also  to  form  a  cover, 
ing  to  the  injured  parts^  under  which  cicatrization  will  advance  more  rapidly 
than  by  any  other  application  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  The  vesications 
having  been  punctured,  and  the  serum  discharged,  the  burnt  parts  are  to  be  imme- 
diately covered  with  several  successive  layers  of  fine  fleece  cotton,  which  must  be 
retained  in  close  contact  with  the  injured  surface,  by  the  application  of  bandages. 
In  this  way  a  smooth,  soft,  and  equable  covering  is  formed ;  the  discharged  fluid  is 
absorbed,  and,  by  not  unnecessarily  disturbing  the  tender  and  irritable  parts,  cicatris- 
ation is  encouraged,  and  suppuration  often  prevented.  The  cotton,  unless  moistened 
with  the  discharge,  should  not  be  removed  until  it  has  become  detached,  which 
always  happens  so  soon  as  the  cicatrization  is  completed.  We  then  find  that  the 
layer  of  cotton,  in  immediate  contact  with  the  burnt  parts,  separates  in  the  form  of 
a  smooth  dense  crust,  similar  to  a  scab  or  eschar,  leaving  the  vesicated  surface 
healthy  and  cicatrized.  By  adopting  this  plan  of  treatment,  pain  and  irritation  are 
avoided,  and  the  formation  of  tedious  and  troublesome  ulcerations  is  prevented,  as 
well  as  those  thickened  dcatricei^  which  are  so  firequently  productive  of  deformity 
and  inconreDienoe.** 

The  Port  Admiral,  a  Tale  of  the  War.    By  the  Author  of  Cavendish. 

Cochrane  and  M'Crone,  London. 

Aix  that  we  can  say,  at  this  time  is,  that  the  Port  Admiral  is  own 
brother  to  Cavskdish  ;  one  of  the  cleverest,  and  most  popular  of  our 
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late  novels.  Ai>art  from  the  noble  veteran,  the  old  Port  Ashiral^  and 
his  charming  twin  daujy^ters,  their  naval  admirers,  and  the  crooks  and 
warpings  in  their  course  of  true  love,  there  is  much  interest  in  the  book 
of  a  higher  and  less  commonplace  character.  The  history  of  the  mutiny 
and  the  events  which  led  to  it,  are  sketched  with  considerable  power  and 
effect,  and  the  episode  of  the  impressed  seamen's  wife  is  fall  of  tme  p*. 
thos. 

Manual  fok  Mothers.    By  Mrs.  Trollope,  with  Twenty  Plates. 

Treuttel  and  Co. 

Mrs.  Trollope  has  discovered  that  England  is  as  wide  and  Mr  a  field 
for  satire,  as  America,  and  has  accordingly  written  her  Manual  for 
Mothers,  which  title,  to  be  readily  intelligible,  should  have  been,   the 
Manual /or  Mothers  with  Marriageable  Daughters.    Whether  the  one'- 
score  cuts  were  aforethought  intended  to  illustrate  the  four-score  pages 
of  slip-slop  verse,  or  if,  vice  versa,  the  poetry  is  meant  to  expound  the 
pictures  we  cannot  positively  determine.    They  come  in  neck  and  neck, 
or  if  there  be  any  perceptible  difference,  picture  has  it  by  superior  jockey- 
ship.    Some  of  the  plates  are  clever,  and  the  work  is  altogether  a  plea- 
sant turn-over  trifle,  not  ill-adapted  to  drawing-room  tables.    The  story 
may  be  told  in  a  sentence.    The  widowed,  clever,  managing  Lady  Hook, 
having  in  six  years  from  the  demise  of  her  husband,  married  off  as  many 
daughters,  finds  leisure  to  devote  her  services  to  her  widowed  sister, 
Mrs.  Philtre,  who  owns  three  rustic  marriageable  maidens.     The  six 
Miss  Hooks  had   respectively  married,  Eliza,  a  baron,  caught  by  her 
extempore  rhymes  and  epigrams ;  Amelia  a  middle-aged  General  into 
whose  embrace  she  waltzed,  and  remained  a  fixture,    Louisa  gained  a 
piping  Marquis  to  whose  wretched  music  she  composed  and  sung  non*. 
sense  verses.      Emma's  forte  was  sighing  and  making  eyes,  atid  with 
such  innocent  artillery,  she,  one  propitious,  sultry  evening,  levelled  the 
gentle  Sir  Stephen  Gray.    Mary  being  plain  was  forced  to  up  put  with 
a  rich  booby  and  sot,  at  which  her  mother  in  reflect  of  her  ugliness  was 
too  reasonable  to  murmur ;  and  Jane  the  sole  remaining  charmer,  capti- 
vated our  patriotic  countryman  Lord  Benlockland  by  being  caught  in 
the  act  of  making  rhymes  to  the  ^'  land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood," 
while  pert  and  less  well-trained  misses  quizzed  the  high  cheek  bones 
and  broad  accent  of  the  Thane.  With  sudi  experience,  and,  what  is  bet- 
ter, success  equal  to  Wellington's,  Lady  Hook  is  entitled  to  give  advice 
and  to  have  her  own  way.   The  Miss  Philtres  though  aukward  are  docile ; 
most  willing  to  do  anything  for  the  cause,  in  reason,  or  even  in  rhyme, 
which  is  their  aunt's  grand  dependence.    She  puts  them  through  the 
Matrimonial  Manual  with  great  dexterity,  and  encourages  her  dear 
sister  with  hopes  of  the  dear  girls.    Mrs.  Trollope,  though  we  allow  she 
is  a  great  authority,  must  surely  be  mistaken  in  the  influence  of  song 
and  sonnet-making,  or  there  would  in  three  months  be  few  involuntary 
spinsters  in  England. 

Sunday  in  London.    Illustrated  in  Fourteen  Cuts,    By  George  Cruick- 

shanks.    Effingham  Wilson. 

The  cuts  are  illustrated  by  *'  a  few  words  from  a  friend  ;■'  bitter  and 
pungent  words.  Sunday  in  London  opens  with  the  Higher  Orders, 
about  two  o'clock  on  Sabbath  mornings  quitting  the  opera  for  their  lit- 
tle suppers,  and  the  Hells.  Somewhat  earlier,  but  Sunday,  the  Middle 
Orders  leave  the  roar  and  revelry  of  the  theatres  for  '^  the  Finish"  and 
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other  placet  of  their  reeort ;  while  the  Lower  Ordebs  are  still  jovially 
eurrounding  a  pay  tahle^  replenished  with  pipes,  g^n,  heer  pots,  &c.  &c., — 
wives  and  children  in  the  back  ground ;  the  foreman  presiding,  and 
for  his  freely  dispensed  liquor,  transferring  on  Sunday  morning  a  good 
share  of  their  week's  earnings  to  his  own  pocket.  This  is  the  subject  of 
the  first  plate.  By  the  fourth  hour  of  the  Sunday  morning,  all  the 
Three  Orders  are  gone  to  bed.  Of  the  lowest  order,  or  those  who  have 
no  beds  to  go  to,  no  account  is  made.  There  is  no  Sunday  for  them. 
Plate  II.  exhibits  the  London  Sunday  market ;  the  women  hailing  with 
butchers,  and  basket-men  vending  eatables ;  and  plate  III.,  the  military 
manning  to  Diwne  Sermee,  attended  by  a  roaring  squad ;  and  to  the 
tune  of  ''  Go  to  the  Devil  and  shake  yourselves."  Cordial  workings  of 
the  spirit  is  Gin  Temple  thrown  open  and  its  demoniac  mysteries  revealed. 
The  Sunday  kitchen  of  the  rich,  *'  the  servants  within  thy  gates"  cooking 
and  carousing,  forms  a  good  cut,  which  is  followed  by  a  better  of  a  burly 
beadle,  putting  an  old  apple-woman  and  two  juvenile  lollypop-mongers 
to  rout ;  the  higher  orders  being  much  addicted  to  partridges  and  turbot 
on  Sundays,  and  not  at  all  to  bruised  apples  and  lollypops. — ''  Thou 
shalt  do  no  manner  of  work,  thou  nor  thy  cattle,"  is  a  text  illus- 
trated by  carriage-horses  panting  and  sweating  at  the  door  of  a  fashion. 
able  church,  where  they  have  deposited  their  load  of  aristocratic 
piety ; — and  another  plate,  ^^  Miserable  Sinners  /"  shews  a  set  of  over, 
fed,  high -dressed  men  and  women,  tricked  out  in  all  the  gauds  of  fashion 
and  luxury,  lolling  and  ogling  in  a  carpeted  and  cushioned  pew,  confess- 
ing themselves  '*  Miserable  Sinners  !"  This  sketch  is  as  clever  as  the 
satire  is  just.  The  Sunday  Musical  Soiree  follows  the  pewful  of  fashion- 
able Miserable  Sinners,  It  is  all  Cruickshanks's,  abounding  in  character 
and  humour.  Besides  the  graphic  and  satiric  talent  shewn,  there  is 
excellent  sense  and  sound  morality  in  this  light  work. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

We  have  before  us  a  shoal  of  books  of  all  sizes  and  description,  vari- 
ous in  merit  as  in  matter ;  some  (one  or  two)  are  of  considerable  excel- 
lence ;  some  (two  or  three)  are  pretty  good ;  some  (several)  tolerably  in- 
different ;  and  some  (the  greatest  number)  sad,  shocking  affairs.  We  can, 
at  present,  (for  reasons  more  interesting  to  ourselves  than  the  reader,) 
do  no  more  than  make  the  mere  hasty  mention  of  names,  pronounce  our 
judgment  in  a  few  select  cases,  and  defer,  if  need  be,  to  a  future  occa- 
sion, the  elaboration  of  those  points  upon  which  said  judgment  has  been 
founded. 

First  and  foremost  in  importance  come  the  Historical  Memoirs  of 
thb  House  op  Rcxssell,  by  our  most  worthy  friend  Wiffen,  who,  to  the 
qualifications  of  poet  and  translator  (what  reader  knoweth  not  his  Tasso 
and  Aonian  Hours  f)  has,  under  some  strange  freak,  recently  superadded 
those  of  Biographer.  What  upon  earth  should  induce  immortal  poets  to 
turn  their  powers  to  this  species  of  brain  labour,  we  (being  no  poet) 
cannot  determine ;  but  we  take  allowance  to  think  it  very  strange  that 
Southey,  Campbell,  Moore,  and  now  Wiffen — all  poets,  and  laurelled  ones 
to  boot — should  take  to  this  employment  and  forsake  the  more  etherial. 
There  must  be  some  cogent  reason  we  know.  Wilkie  paints  portraits 
now  !— Is  painter  and  poet  moved  by  the  same  cause  ? 

Mr.  Wiffen  has  been  exhausting  many  months  in  the  compilation  of 
these  memoirs,  ransacking  musty  records,  and  plunging  into  obscure 
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depths  to  tra^  from  the  present  times  up  even  to  the  days  of  the  Ner-» 
man  conquest^  the  course  of  this  illustrious  house,  and  the  eventful  doings 
of  its  spotless  memhers ;  and  a  most  delightful  record  he  has  made  of  it. 
He  appears  to  have  heen  indefatigable  in  his  researches,  and  to  have 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  undertaking  like  a  true  historiographer. 
The  armorial  bearings  and  heraldic  signs,  with  which  the  volumes  are 
studded,  and  the  masterly  manner  in  which  he  handles  the  technicalities 
of  heraldic  discourse,  (high  Tartary  to  us,)  is  proof  sufficient  of  his  ar- 
dour alike  and  his  capability.  If  his  Grace  of  Bedford^  the  present  head 
of  the  house  of  Russell,  be  half  as  satisfied  with  these  memoirs  as  we 
have  been  delighted  in  their  perusal,  Mr.  Wiffen  will  not  have  to  regret 
his  undertaking. 

Then  come  other  memorials,  not  of  a  noble  house,  but  (what  in  our  es. 
timation  is  far  more  exalted)  of  a  noble  man.  Mrs.  Austin's  CHARAOTsa- 
iSTics  OF  Goethe,  translated  from  the  German  of  Falk  Von  MuUer,  and 
others.  The  volumes  abound  in  passages  and  anecdotes  illustrative  of 
his  life,  each  of  which  were  a  text  for  an  hour's  sermon  by  the  reviewer. 
Mrs.  Austin  has  executed  her  task  with  great  ability,  and  g^eat  discre- 
tion in  the  selection  of  materiel ;  she  deserves  and  will  receive  the  thanks 
of  all  who  are  desirous  to  mark  the  current  and  the  power  of*  a  great 
mind,  for  removing  the  barrier  which  ignorance  of  the  German  tongue 
would,  but  for  her  labours,  have  interposed. 

Here  we  have  volumes  of  versification  not  a  few— 4»f  "  Poems,"  so 
called  by  their  fond  authors,  but  of  doggrel  rather,  saith  the  unkind  cri. 
tic.  There  are,  happily,  two  or  three  exceptions,  and  amongst  these  are 
a  fasciculus  of  sonnets  by  one  Edward  Moxon,  of  whom  report  speaketh 
indulgently,  and  of  whose  works,  as  a  sonneteer,  we  may  speak  favourably 
without  tempering  justice  with  too  much  mercy.  There  is  a  very  pretty 
one  (No.  18)  beginning  with,  "  Ah !  what  is  life  }*'  which  we  should  like 
to  quote,  but  may  not.  They  are  all  worth  the  binding,  and  from  its  ele- 
gance that  is  saying  not  a  little.. 

Mr.  Robert  Folkestone  Williams  has  published  a  volume  of  '*  Rhtmbs 
and  Rhapsodies,*'  with  which  we  are,  so  far  as  we  have  proceeded,  much 
pleased  ;  it  consists  of  poems,  songs,  and  sonnets,  several  of  which,  we 
believe,  have  appeared  in  a  monthly  contemporary,  not  very  likely  to 
countenance  trash.  Many  of  his  songs  have  been  set  to  Bamett's  music, 
and  one  or  two  has  figured  away  in  the  "  Noctes"  of  Blackwood,  The 
present  (his  first)  volume  contains  a  good  deal  of  poetry,  of  the  very 
highest  order. 

"  Babbadoes,  and  other  Poems,"  by  Mr.  Chapman,  comprises  a  modest, 
unpretending  volume  enough.  There  are  some  very  pretty  lines  and  turns 
of  thought  in  it,  which  bespeak  a  vivid  imagination  and  correct  judg- 
ment, and  nothing  have  we  noticed  which  can  offend  good  taste. 

"  The  Youno  Enthusiast,  a  Simple  Story,"  is  the  production  of  a  young 
person  of  humble  birth,  and  under  the  pressure  of  poverty,  which  its  sale 
is  intended  to  alleviate ;  and  we  trust  the  praiseworthy  object  of  the  pub« 
lisher,  in  his  endeavour  to  effect  a  sale,  will  be  accomplished.  Under  the 
circumstances  of  his  case,  the  little  book  claims  a  precedence  which  might 
else  be  yielded  to  others  of  greater  importance ;  and  we  recommend  it 
to  those  who  have  the  ability,  as  well  as  the  disposition,  to  stretch  forth 
a  helping  hand  to  a  young  person,  under  the  sorrowful  cloud  of  in« 
digence. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Parliament — House  of  Com- 
mons.— The  Session  is  now  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  but  little  real  business  has 
yet  been  transacted.  Many  important 
measures  have  been  introduced,  of  which 
we  may  instance  West  India  Slayery,  the 
Bank  Charter,  the  East  India  Charter, 
the  Irish  Church  Reform  Bill ;  but  it  is 
doubtful  how  many  of  the  Bills  brouglit 
in  on  these  questions  will  become  law,  so 
slow  are  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and 
so  precarious  the  situation  of  the  Ministry. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  blame  the 
opponents  of  Ministers  for  the  slownpss 
of  the  proceedings  in  Parliament,  but  it 
is  rather  to  be  attributed  to  the  crude  and 
indigested  state  in  which  the  ministerial 
measures  have  been  introduced,  requiring 
numerous  amendments  and  alterations  to 
put  them  in  a  practicable  shape.  The 
repeal  of  the  House  and  Window  Duties 
seems  a  measure  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis  are  determined  to  carry.  It 
was  again  brought  forward  by  Sir  Samuel 
Whalley,  on  the  2l8t  of  May,  but  lost  by 
a  majority  of  273  to  124.  On  the  same 
day  a  motion*of  Mr.  Harvey  for  a  return 
of  all  persons  having  pensions  heretofore 
paid  out  of  the^Civil  List,  specifying  the 
sum  received  by  each  individual,  the  period 
of  the  grant,  <*  the  public  grounds,  or  other 
consideration,  as  far  as  practicable,  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  pension  had  been 
granted,**  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. In  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr. 
Harvey  gave  some  striking  examples  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  aristocracy  plun- 
der the  people.  Tiie  free  revenue  of  the 
country,  after  deducting  tlie  interest  and  ex- 
pense of  managing  the  national  debt, 
hardly  exceeds  sixteen  millions ;  yet  no  le^^s 
than  nine  millions  are  paid  in  pensions,  in 
one  way  or  another,  by  superannuations, 
compensations,  and  the  like ;  and  22,912 
persons  receive  L.2,788,000  annually.  Of 
1303  persons  on  the  English,  Scotch,  and 
JrUh  Civil  LUts,  1022  are  females,  208 
of  whom  are  persons  of  titl<*  and  distinc- 
tion, and  124  ladies  of  family.  The  ser- 
vants of  the  late  King,  98  in  number, 
receive  in  pensions  L.  14,446  annually. 
Several  bills  for  the  improvement  of  the 
law  of  England  have  been  introduced  in- 
to Parliament  during  the  session,  and  these 
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for  regulating  Fnes  and  Recoveries,  Inheri- 
tance, Limitations  of  Actions,  Dower  and 
Courtesy,  have  been  passed  by  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  bill  for  the  removal 
of  Disabilities  from  the  Jews,  though 
keenly  opposed  by  Sir  R.  Inglis  and  the 
other  bigots  in  the  House,  was  read  a 
second  time  by  a  majority  of  189  to  52, 
and  subsequently  passed. 

The  terms  on  which  the  Government 
has  agreed  to  renew  the  Bank  Charter  are 
as  follows  :•— 

«  1.  That  the  Charter  of , the  Bank  be 
renewed  for  21  years,  subject  to  this  con- 
sideration— that  if  at  the  end  of  10  years 
the  then  existing  Government  should  so 
think  fit,  they  may  give  twelve  months* 
notice  to  the  Bank  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion the  Charter  should  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  eleventh  year. 

<<2.  No  banking  company  consisting 
of  more  than  six  partners  shall  issue  notes 
payable  on  demand  in  the  metropolis,  or 
within  sixty  five  miles  thereof!  Banking 
companies  consisting  of  a  greater  number 
of  parties  than  six,  carrying  on  business 
at  a  greater  distance  than  sixty-five  miles 
from  London,  shall  have  the  right  to  draw 
bills  on  London,  without  restriction  as 
to  their  amount,  and  to  issue  notes  pay- 
able in  London. 

^<3.  The  Bank  of  England  notes  shall 
be  a  legal  tender  for  debts  above  the 
amount  of  L.5,  and  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
shall  not  be  payable  in  gold,  except  at 
the  Bank  of  England^  or  at  its  various 
branch  banks. 

<<  4.  Bills  not  having  more  than  three 
months  to  run  before  they  become  due 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  usury  laws. 

<<5.  An  Account  similar  to  that  laid 
before  the  Bank  Committee  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer every  week,  stating  the  amount  of 
bullion  in  the  Bank  and  the  amount  of 
notes  in  circulation ;  such  account  to  be 
considered  confidential  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Bank.  These  several 
weekly  accounts  to  be  consolidated  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter,  an  average  to  be  struck, 
and  published  in  the  succeeding  quarter 
in  the  Gaxette, 

«6.  A  Bill  shall  be  introduced  into 
Parliament  to  regulate  country  ban'cs, 
the  provisions  of  which  shall  be  such  as 
to  encourage  joint  stock    banking  com- 

2  R 


544  Political  Register. 

paaiea  in  the  country  to  istuft  tht  notes  of  to  the  differencea  now  existing  in  that 

the  Bank  of  England."  happy  country.*" 

The  allowance  to  the  Bank  for  conduct-        On  the  I3th  of  June,  Mr.  Charles  Grant 
Sng  the  public  buBiness  ia  to  be  reduced  by  in  a  speech  which  occupied  upwards  of 
the  sum  of  L.12G,000,  and  the  Bank  is  three  hours  in  the  delivery,  brought  foiv 
to  receive  from  the  Government  L.25  per  ward  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Govem- 
cent.  of  the  debt  of  L.  14, 500,000  now  due.  ment  for  the  renewal  of  the  East  India 
The  terms  were  generally  approved  of  in  Charter.     They  are  expressed  in  the  fol- 
the  House,  and  they  have  also  met  with  lowing  terms ; — <<  1.  That  it  is  expedient 
the  approbation  of  the  Court  of  Directors  that  all  his  Majesty^s  subjects  should  be 
and   Proprietors  of   Bank  stock.      The  at  liberty  to  repair  to  the  ports  of  the  em- 
country  bankers  have  expressed  some  dis-  pire  of  China,  and  to  trade  in  tea,  and  in 
approbation  of  the  plan,  but  the  proba-  all  other  productious  of  the  said  empire, 
bility  is  that  it  will  be  adopted  without  subject  to  such  regulations  as  Parliament 
any  material  modifications,  though  con-  shall  enact  for  the  protection  of  the  com. 
siderable  opposition  in  Parliament  may  mercial    and    political   interests  of  this 
be  expected.     The  general  opinion  is  that  country.     2.  That  it  is  expedient  that,  in 
the  Bank  has  made  a  good  bargain  with  case  the  East  India  Company  shall  trans- 
Government.     The  resolutions  regarding  fer  to  the  Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
slavery  in  the  West  Indies,  which  we  gave  territory,  all  assets  and  claims  of  every 
in  our  Register  for  June,  have  been  agreed  description,  belonging  to  the  said  Com- 
to.    Tha  most  material  alteration  on  them  pany,  the  CroH'n,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Stanley,  that  instead  territory,  shall  take  on  itself  all  the  obli- 
of  a  loan  to  the  planters  of  fifteen  millions,  gations  of  the  said  Company,  of  whatever 
they  should    have    an   absolute  gift  of  description ;  and  the  said  Company  shall 
twenty.     This  alteration  has  not  given  receive  from  the  revenues  of  the  said  ter- 
satisfaction  throughout  the  country,  for  ritory,  such  a  sum,  and  paid  in  such  a 
it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  compen-  manner,  and  under  such  regulations,  as 
aation  allowed  is    by  much   too   great  Parliament  shall  "enact.     3.  That  it  is  ex- 
Another  alteration  is  that  the  slave  is  to  pedient  that  the  Government  of  the  Bri- 
be allowed  to  dispose  of  the  fourth  of  his  tish  possessions  in  India  be  intrusted  to 
time  as  he  thinks  proper,  and  is  not  to  the  said  Company,  under  such  conditions 
be  compelled  to  pay  any  portion  of  his  and  regulations  as  Parliament  shall  enact 
wages  to  his  master  or  any  one  else ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  commerce 
if  he  choose  to  save  his  wages  he  may  pur-  of  this  country,  and  of  securing  the  good 
chase  his  freedom  before  the  expiry  of  the  government,  and  promoting  the  moral  and 
twelve  years*  apprenticeship.     The  West  religious  improvement  of  the  people  of  In- 
India  body  has  been  propitiated  by  the  dia.**    The  Company  are   to  retain  the 
gift  of  the  twenty  millions,  and  there  government  of  India  for  a  fixed  term  of 
will  not  likely  be  much  difficulty  in  carry-  twenty  years ;  an  additional  Presidency  is 
ing  the  measure  through  Parliament,  par-  to  be  established  in  the  north-western  die 
ticularly  as  the    emancipationists  have  tricts,  now  includeil  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
expressed  their  intention  of  giving  it  their  the  Bengal  Presidency ;  and  a   body  of 
support  Commissioners  are  to  be  sent  to  Canton  to 

In  consequence  of  the  vote  of  the  House  watch  over  and  protect  British  interests 

of  Lords  on  the  3d  June,  on  the  Portu-  in  the  place  of  the  Company^s  Factory, 

guese  Question,  by  which  Ministers  were  All  distinction    between  Europeans  and 

left  in  a  minority  of  12,  Colonel  Davies  the  natives  is  to  be  removed,  and  both 

moved,  on  the  6th  ult.,  '<  That  an  humble  subjected  to  the  same  laws.    Instead  of 

address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  re-  discouraging  the  settlement  of  natives  of 

gretting  the  continuance  of  hostilities  in  Britain  in  India,  according  to  the  narrow 

Portugal,  and  expressive  of  the  grateful  policy  hitherto  adopted,  such  settlement 

acknowledgments  of  that  House  for  the  is  to  be  promoted.     The  guarantee  fund 

conduct  pursued  by  his  Majesty*8  Minis-  is  to  be  increased  from  £1,200,000  to 

ters  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  that  il2,000,000.     The  proprietors  may  claim 

country.**      After    an  animated  debate,  to  be  paid  off  at  the  rate  of  £100  for 

the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  every  £b^  5s.  annuity,  m  heuevei*  the  poli- 

nearly  four  to  one;  361  voting  for  the  tical  government  is  taken  out  of  their 

motion,  and  98  against  it    To  this  ad-  hands.     The  East  ][ndia  Company  have 

dress  tiie  King  returned   the  following  agreed  to  the   terms  proposed,  and   the 

gracious  answer,  <<  I  hare  received  with  House  of  Commons  passed  the  resolutions 

great  satistaction  the  expression  of  your  without  a  division.     The  bill  has  already 

concurrence  in  the  policy  which  I  have  been' ordered  to  be  brought  in,  and  it  will ' 

pursued  with  reference  to  the  affairs  of  likely  be  carried  through  before  the  end  of 

Portugal,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  the  session,  unless  a  change  of  Ministry 

shall  use  all  my  influence  to  put  an  end  should  take  place.  1 
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On  tht  13th  June,  mfter  the  order  of  attach  copyhold  and  freehold  estates,  money 
the  day  had  been  read  fur  the  House  to  in  the  funds  and  securities.  Debtors  are 
rraolre  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  to  be  empowered  to  malce  a c^i^to  6onor urn. 
Tithe  Act  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Lambert  com-  and  then  fbnr-flflhs  of  the  creditors  may 
plained  of  the  Coercion  Bill  having  been  discharge  him  from  his  debts  by  granting 
used  in  many  places  for  the  purpose  of  him  a  certificate.  Imprisonment  for  debt, 
collecting  tithes,  in  direct  violation  of  the  except  in  cases  of  fraud,  is  to  be  abolished; 
pledge  given  by  Lord  Althorp  during  the  and  it  is  proposed  that  in  all  cases  where 
discussion  on  the  bill.  Mr.  Lambert  giive  a  creditor  swears  before  a  magistrate  that 
many  instances  of  this  application  of  the  his  debtor  is  about  to  set  off  for  a  foreign 
hilli  and  moved  an  amendment  to  the  country,  the  latter  may  be  taken  and  im- 
motion,  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  prisoned.  Several  of  these  provisions  are 
Chair,  to  the  effect  that  the  pledges  given  by  obviously  taken  from  the  Law  of  Scot- 
Ministers  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  that  land,  in  which  their  efficacy  has  been 
theemploymentof  the  military  and  police,  proved  by  long  experience;  but  we  have 
in  serving  civil  process  and  the  collection  of  some  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  abolishing 
tithes,  is  highly  unconstitutional.  Minis-  imprisonment  to  the  extent  contemplated, 
ters  admitted  the  truth  of  Mr.  Lambert*s  No  offence  is  of  more  difficult  detection 
statement,  but  entreated  the  House  not  to  than  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  and  the  deb- 
adopt  the  amendment  which  amounted  to  a  tor  may  be  possessed  of  large  funds  which 
strong  censure  on  the  Government  On  the  he  withholds  from  his  creditors,and  which 
division,  there  appeared  a  majority  for  Mi-  the  latter  have  not  the  means  of  diacover- 
nisten  of  152, — 45  voting  for  the  amend-  ing. 

ment,   and  197  for   the   motion.      The  At  the  morning  sitting,  on  the  i3th 

House  having  gone  into  committee.  Lord  June,   a  lengtliened  debate  arose  on  the 

Althorp  explained  his  plan  for  the  extinc-  presenting  of  a  petition  from  the  Inquest 

tiou  of  Irish  tithes.     By  an  act  of  Parlia-  on  the  body  of  Cully  the  policeman,  who 

ment,  passed  in  the  la^t  session,  for  the  was  killed  at  the  meeting  a tColdbath-ficlds. 

compositicmof  tithes  in  Ireland,  from  and  Mr.  Roebuck  strongly  reprobated  the  con. 

after  November,   1833,  tenants  of  land  duct  of  Government  in  the  means  they  had 

were  not  to  be  liable  for  payment  of  tithes  $  taken  to  disperse  the  meeting,  and  in  the 

but  as  he  considered  it  desirable  that  te-  proceedings  they  had  adopted  to  quash  the 

nants  should  be  relieved  from  payment  of  verdict.     Mr.  0*Connell  contended  it  was 

tithes  from  the  present  time,  he  proposed  only  on  a  technicality  that  the  verdict  had 

that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  voted  for  been  quasthed,  and  that  the  Coroner  had 

the  clergy,  on  receiving  which  they  were  purposely  drawn  up  the  inquisition  infor- 

to  give  a  receipt  in  full  for  the  arrears  of  mally.     Mr.  Godson  took  the  same  view, 

tithes  in  183 1, 1832,  and  1833;  and  that  the  and  maintained  that  the  Coroner  might 

money  should  be  repaid  by  a  land  tax,  im-  have  drawn  up  a  good  inquisition ;  and 

posed  upon  land  upon  which  tithes  had  not  thai  if  he  had  averred  that  a  number  of 

been  paid  during  these  three  years.     At  a  persons  were  collected  tog:ether,  that  the 

subsequent  sitting,  a  resolution  to  the  above  police  made  an  unprovoked  attack  on  them, 

fffect  was  moved,  and  carried  by  a  majority  that  Cully  was  one  of  these  police,  and 

of  270  to  40.      The  resolution  was  gene-  that  the  blow  was  given  by  a  person  so 

rally  supported   by  the   Irish  memben.  attacked,  the  inquisition  could  not  have 

Mr.  0*Cunnell  stated  that  he  took  it  to  be  been  set  aside.     The  debate,  after  occupy- 

a  virtual  extinction  of  tithes  in  Ireland,  ing  the  whole  forenoon  sitting,  was  re- 

and  suggested  that  lay  impropriators  should  sumed  next  day,  when  Mr.  Cobbett  men- 

9ome  under  its  operation, — a  suggestion  tioned  several  instances  of  the  uncalled.for 

which  Lord  Althorp  undertook  to  take  interference  of  the  police,  to  whom  he  very 

into  consideration.  properly  gave  the  name  "  gendarmerie,** 

Leave  w<is  obtained  by  Sir  John  Camp-  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
bell,  on  ISch  June,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Whigs,  as  well  as  the  Tories,  are  desirous 
amend  the  law  between  debtor  and  credi-  of  introducing  into  everypnrt  of  the  king- 
tor  in  England.  The  main  object  is  to  dom,  a  system  of  military  police  and 
give  the  creditor  a  romi^dy  against  the  pro-  espionage,  such  as  exists  in  Prance, 
perty  rather  than  the  periso:!  of  the  debtor.  the  house  of  lobos. 
The  first  provision  of  the  bill  is  to  allow  The  defeat  of  the  Ministry  in  the 
immediate  execution  to  proceed  upon  bills  House  of  Lords,  is  a  circumstance  that 
and  bonds  when  dufe,  unless  security  for  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the 
their  payment  be  given  to  the  judge.  It  commencement  of  the  session,  for  it  is 
is  farther  proposed  that  the  debtor  shall  notorious  that  their  opponents  greatly 
be  brought  before  a  cominis.^io  ler,  a!id,  if  preponderate  in  that  House.  At  the 
he  does  not  honestly  give  up  his  property,  time  the  defeat  took  place,  however,  it  was 
he  will  then  be  sent  to  prison.  Creditors  unexpected,  and  it  could  hardly  have  been 
are  also  to  have  facilities  given  them  to  supposed ,  that  >he    Tories  would    havtf 
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choiea  the  Portuguew  QuesUon,  on  which    on  the  part  of  MinitCrj,  u    they  In- 
to try  their  strength  with  their  opponents,    form  nt,  to  preyeut  thii  ianieb    Okut 


On  the  3d  June,  however,  the  Duke  of  other  mutt  yield ;  Ibr  the  GoTemment 
Wellington  moved  an  addi^en,  praying  the  cannot  go  on  under  the  preient  tyatem  s 
King  to  take  measures  for  preserving  the  When  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the 
strict  neutrality  of  his  subjects  in  the  election  of  a  House  of  Commons,  subser- 
contest  now  going  on  in  Portugal,  and  vient  to  the  LK>rds,  the  result  is  obvious, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  England. 

80  to  68      The  subsequent  overwhelm-        Verdict  on  Cullt. — After  a  lony 
ing  ministerial  majority  in  the  Commons,    and  arduous  inyestigation,  the  Coroner's 
on  the  same  question,  shewed  how  much     inquest  on  the  body  of  Cully  the  poliofr- 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  varied  in     man,  who  was  killed  during  the  sssanlt  of 
their  opinion  of   the  cabinet,   snd  the    the  police  on  the  people  at  the  meeting  st 
laconic  and  cool  answer  of  his  Majesty  to    Coldbath-fields,   returned    the    following 
the  address  of  their  lordships  must  have    verdict : — ^  We  find  a  verdict  of  justifiable 
been  exceedingly  humiliating.     **  I  have    homicide,  on  these  grounds, — that  no  riot 
already  taken  all  such  measures  as  appear    act  was  read,  nor  any  proclamation  advi^ 
to  me  necessaiy  for  maiutainiug  the  neu-    ing  the  people  to  disperse;  that  the  po- 
trality  which  1  had  determined  to  observe    lice  did  not  take  the  proper  precautions  to 
in  the  question  now  carrying  on  in  Portu-    prevent  the  meeting  from  assembling,  and 
gaL**     The  other  business  of  the   Upper    that  the  conduct  of  the  police  was  fen>- 
House,  during  the  mouth,  is  easily  narrat*    clous,   brutal,   and    unprovoked  by  the 
ed.     The  Real  Property  Debts  Bill  was    people ;    and  we,   moreover,  express  sn 
read  a  second  time  on  the  30th  May.     Its    anxious  hope  that  the  Government  will,  in 
object  is  a  satire  on  the  law  of  England,     future,  take  better  precautions  to  prevent 
It  is  to  make  real  propei  ty  liable  for  the    the  occurrence  of  such  disgraceful  trans- 
debts  of  the  deceased  debtor;  for  at  pre-    actions  in  the  metropolis.**    The  Coroner, 
sent,  a  man  may  incur  what  debts  he    who  appears  to  have  been  a  mere  tool  of 
pleases,  and  if  he  purchase  real  property     the  Government,  was  most  anxious  to  saTS 
with  the  money,  his  heirs  may  keep  it     Ministers  from  the  severe  censure  conveyed 
without  paying  the  debts,  and  thus  laugh    by  the  verdict,  and  wished  to  strike  out  the 
at  the  creditors.     The  Game  Laws  are,    whole  words,  after  ^justifiable  homicide;** 
notwithstanding  all  the  cobbling  they  have     but  the  inquest  spiritedly  resisted  this  in- 
suidergone,  still  not  satisfactory  to  their    sidious  attempt ;  and  after  a  long  alterca- 
Lordships.      The   Duke  of  Wellington     tion  the  Coroner  was  compelled  to  yield, 
has  had  a  servant  killed,  and  therefore    The  Cabinet,  however,  felt  the  reproach  so 
gives  up  all  intention  of  preserving  game    severely,  that  an  application  was  made  to 
in  future.     The  London  gun-makers  have    the  King*s  Bench,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
also  found  a  great  deficitncy  of  employ,    to  quash  the  verdict ;  and  that  Court,  on 
ment  since  the  new  bill  became  law ;  but    the  authority  of  precedents  more  faonour- 
we  suspect  the  cause  is  rather  to  be  look,    ed  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observancfv 
cd  for  in  the  distressed  state  of  the  coun.    did  as  they  were  desired.     The  opinion  of 
try,  and  the  diminished  rent  rolls  of  the    every  liberal-minded  man,  is,  that  the  vei- 
landholders,  than  to  the  Game  Act.     The    diet  is  the  only  one  which  the  Jury,  vrith 
Limitation  of  Actions  Bill,  by  which  a     the  evidence  adduced  to  them,  could  have 
party   holding    real    property,    without    pronounced,  and  that  opinion  is  not  changed 
challenge  for  twenty  yiars,  is  to  acquire    by  the  ex  parte  proceeding  resorted  to  by 
an  unchallengeable  title,  is  making  its    Goverfiroent.    In  the  metropolis,  more  es- 
way  through  the  House.     A  bill  to  amend    pecially,  the  verdict  was  hailed  with  mp. 
the  labour  Rate  Bill  of  last  session  has    ture ;  and,  as  we  have  noticed  imder  the 
been  read  a  second  time,  though  opposed    proper  head,  the  measures  adopted  for  set- 
l>y  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  contends    ting  it  aside  were  loudly  reprobated  in 
that  the  measure,  though  intended  for  the     Parliament  by  some  of  its  most  able  and 
relief  of  the  clergy,  will  prove  their  ruin,     influential  Members. 

We  beg,  now  that  the  greater  part  of        English   Law Mr.  William  John 

the  first  session  of  the  Reformed  Parlia.  Bankes,  the  Member  of  Dorsetshire,  was 
ment  has  passed,  our  readers  will  glance  held  to  bail  at  the  Queen  Square  office,  on 
over  the  summary  we  have  given  of  the  the  7th  of  June,  himself  in  L.6,000  and 
labours  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  con-  two  sureties  in  L.3,000  each,  to  take  his 
aider  whether  it  is  necessary  longer  to  trial  for  an  offence  not  to  be  named.  The 
maintain  an  institution  which  is  useless  other  party,  a  private  in  the  Coldstream 
for  all  good  purposes,  and  potent  only  in  Guards,  has  been  committed  for  trial.  To 
thwarting  measures  intended  for  the  pub-  shew,  we  presume,  the  equality  of  all  hi 
Jic  welfare.  The  House  of  Commons  and  the  eye  of  English  law,  the  Member  was 
the  House  of  Peers  are  undeniably  in  accommodated  with  a  seat  on  the  bench 
^oUiaion,  notwithstanding  evexy  atteqapt    during  the  examination:  the  soldier  nv, 
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of  coune,  kept  in  his  proper  place  at  the  Principal  Haldane,  it  wu  resolved,  by  a 

bar.     On  the  application  of  Mr.  Bankei,  large   majority,   to  petition    Parliament 

the  Court  of  King'^'s  Bench  removed  the  anew,   against  the  Government  plan  of 

inaictment  by  oerti&rari  from  thr  Sessions  education  for  Ireland.      The  question  of 

into  that  Court.     A  correspondent  of  a  calls  led  to  a  lengthened  discussion.     Dr. 

London  paper  states,  that  the  effect  of  this  Chalmers  made  a  motion  to  the  effect, 

proceeding  is  to  discharge  the  bail  taken  that   the  majority  of  the  male  heads  of 

bytheniagistrateSytocnsure  the  attendance  ikmilies,  residing  in  the  pari«h,  who  are 

of  witnesses  and  of  the  parties  accused  at  members  of  the  congregation,  and  have 

the  trial,  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  been  in    communion  with    the    church 

bail  required  by  the  King*s  Bench  is  only  for  two  years  may  reject  the  presentee, 

L.20.     It  is  impoiisible  that  this  state-  without  assigning  any  reason ;    but  the 

ment  can  be  correct.     No  civilized  nation  amendment  of  Dr.  Cook,  that  the  objec- 

could  tolerate  the  existence  of  such  bar»<  tions  of  the  majority  of  the  male  commu- 

laeed  means  of  defeating  the  ends  of  jus-  nicants  should  be  given  in  to  the  presby- 

tioe  .  tery,  and  if  found  to  be  unfounded  should 

House  and  Window  Duties. — Nu-  be  rejected,  wns  carried  by  a  majority  of 
merous  meetings  have  been  held  during  149  to  137«  This  motion  was  carried  by 
the  month  in  the  metropolis,  and  also  in  the  votes  of  the  elders,  eighty-seven  clergy- 
some  of  the  larger  towns,  to  vote  resoln-  men  having  voted  for  Dr.  Chalmers*  mo- 
tions for  the  repeal  of  the  House  and  tion,  and  only  seventy-two  for  Dr.  Cook's. 
Window  Dnties.  Whatever  may  be  tiie  Another  question  which  excited  consider- 
embarnissments  of  Government,  or  who-  able  interest  was  that  of  patronage.  Mr. 
ever  may  be  in  power,  the  early  repeal  or  Clark  of  Inverness,  moved  that  the  Gene- 
modiflcation  of  these  taxes  is  inevitable,  ral  Assembly  should  empower  the  com- 

Tud  Funds. — ^The  desponding  tone  of  mission  to  apply  to  the  King  and  Parlia- 

the  leading  ministerial  journals,  and  the  ment  for  redress  of   the  grievances  of 

anticipation  of  a  defeat  of  the  Ministry,  patronage;  but  an  amendment,  moved  by 

have  caused  a  depression  in  the  stock  Mr.  Buchan  of  Kelloe,  that  after  what 

■larket.     On  the   Idth  of  June,  consols  has  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  calls,  it 

for  the  account  were  89f ;  India  stock,  is  inexpedient  and  unnecessary  to  adopt 

247 ;  and  Bank  stock,  204.  any  farther  proceedings  in  regard  to  pa- 

Church  Rates. — ^Throughout   Eng-  tronage,  was  carried   by  a   majority  of 

land  the  resistance  to  Church  rates  is  ra-  134  to  33. 

pidly    increasing.      Sales    of   distrained  Invebness  ^.lection. — By  the  death 

goods    have,  in  some  places,   been    at-  of  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys,  a  vacancy  oc- 

tempted,   but    purchasers  could  not   b^  cuired  in  the  representHtion  of  the  Inver- 

found.  ness  district  of  Burghs.     Major  Cummitig 

Political  Unions. — A  great  meeting  Bruce  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  67 

of  the  Political  Unions  of  Birmingham,  over  his  opponent  Mr.  Stewart ;  the  num- 

and  the  neighbouring  districts,  was  held  bera  being  357  and  290. 

on  New  Hall  Hill  on  the  I9th  of  May.  Improvements  of   Edinburgh. — 

Upwards  of  160,000  persons  were  present.  The  New  Bridge  over  the  Water  of  Leith, 

Mr.G.  F.Muntz  wasin  the  chair,  and  after  at  the  Dean,  one  of  the  mo;«t  magnificent 

the  meeting  had  been  addressed  by  Mr.  in  the  kingdom,  has  been  for  some  time 

T.  Attwood,  Mr.  O'Connell,  and  others,  completed,  and  the  road  from  it  to  the 

a  petition  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  Great  North  Road  is  in  course  of  forma- 

dismiss  his  Ministers,  and  another  peti-  tion.     By  means  of  this  bridge,  the  steep 

tion  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  ascent   at  Bell*s  MiUs  will  be  avoided, 

for  the  repeal   of  taxes  upon    industry.  The  new  road  from  the  Lothian  Road  to 

and  for  a  graduated  property  tax,  were  the  High  Street,  by  the  back  of  the  Castle, 

agreed    to.       The    greatest    unanimity  will  be  opened  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 

and  quiet  prevailed  during  the  proceed-  ^mer,  and  the  bridge  over  the  Cowgate,  in 

ings,  and  the  meeting  peaceably  dispersed,  the  line  of  Bank  Street,  is  also  in  a  for. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  Northern  Politi-  ward   state.     The   assessments  for  these 

cal  Union  was  also  held  at  Newcastle,  on  last   improvements  have   been  felt  very 

the  27th  May,  at  which  a  petition  to  the  heavily  by  the  inhabitants,  who  would 

King  to  dismiss  his  ^  imbecile  Ministers**  never  have  entered  into  them  if  they  I'k.d 

was  agreed  to.  been  aware  at  the  outset  of  the  immense 

SCOTLAND.  expenditure  required.     When  finshed  they 

The    Gekeral    Assembly  of  the  will,  however,  be  very  ornamental  to  the 

Church  of  Scotland  met  on  the  17tb  of  city,  though  probably  of  less  utility  than 

May.     Lord  Belhaven  was  Lord  High  was  at  first  supposed. 

Commiasioiier,  and  Dr.  Stirling  of  Craigie,  i&elakd. 

Moderator.     The  proceedings  possess  con-  The  ministerial  Journals  have  been 
sidevable  intemt     On  the  motion    of   anxious  to  represent  the  state  of  Ireland 
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at  greailf  improTed  by  the  Coercion  Bill, 
and  have  even  gone  the  len^h  of  etating 
that  by  means  of  it  tranquillity  has  been  al- 
most completely  restoreid.  The  tranquilli- 
ty, however,  if  ever  restored,  has  been  of 
very  short  continuance;  for  since  the  middle 
of  May,  the  Irish  newspapers  have  teemed 
with  accounts  of  the  greatest  atrocities.  In 
Kerry,  and  other  places  in  Tipperary,many 
riots,  robberies,  murders,  and  attempts 
at  murder,  have  taken  place ;  and  it  is  no 
longpr  possible  to  conceal  that  things  have 
taken  their  old  course.  Much  use  has  been- 
made  of  the  bill  in  the  collection  of  tithes, 
a  purpose,  for  which  ministers,  during  its 
discusion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  loudly 
disclaimed  having  ever  intended  it.  But 
even  with  the  unwarrantable  aid  of  the 
Bill,  the  tithe  collectors  have  been  success- 
fully resisted  by  the  peasantry.  On  the 
3d  of  June,  a  troop  of  dragoons,  two  com- 
panies of  infantry,  and  a  large  body  of  po- 
lice proceeded  to  the  Union  of  Middleton, 
in  the  county  of  Cork,  to  protect  the  officers 
i=erving  tithe  notices.  But  the  peasantry, 
amounting  to  several  thousands,  resisted 
the  attempt,  although  the  soldiers  and  po- 
lice  fired,  by  which  a  soldier  belonging  to  a 
detachment  stationed  on  a  neighbouring 
hill  was  killed.  None  of  the  people  were 
hurt.  The  troops  were  draA^ni  off  without 
acromplishing  their  object.  It  is  important 
to  observe,  that  on  the  Coroner *s  Inquest  on 
the  body  of  the  soldier,  the  commander  of 
the  police  swore  distinctly,  that  previous 
to  the  attempt  to  collect  the  tithe,  the  pa- 
rish was  particularly  quiet.  The  verdict 
was  casual  homicide.  At  whose  door  do 
these  homicides  and  murders  lie  ?  Is  it 
the  Ministry,  the  Irish  clergy,  or  the  Irish 
ppople  Avho  are  the  chief  delinquents  ? 
During  the  preceding  week,  a  tithe  proc- 
tor, who  had  gone  to  the  parish  of  Lismolin, 
in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  to  serve  writs 
for  arrears  of  tithes,  was  also  forced  to 
desist  by  the  country  people,  though  he 
was  escorted  by  a  body  of  police.  On  the 
10th  June,  an  attempt  was  again  made  to 
seiTe  the  tithe  notices,  the  escort  having 
been  increased  to  110  men,  consisting  of 
military  and  police;  but  as  upwards  of 
1600  of  the  peasantry,  armed  with  sithes, 
pikes,  fire-arms,  &c.,  assembled,  the  at- 
tempt was  again  frustrated. 

Meanwhile,  the  Government  prosecu- 
tions continue.  Mr.  John  Walsh,  who 
was  convicted  of  uttering  a  seditious 
speech,  has  been  sentenced  to  six  months* 
imprisonment,  and  a  fine  of  L.20.  He  has 
also  given  security  to  keep  the  peace, 
himself  in  U200,and  two  sureties  in  L.'100 
each.  Mr.  Thomas  Steele  has  been  arrested, 
on  the  charge  of  uttering  a  malicious  li- 
bel against  the  Government,  in  a  speech 
lately  delivered.  The  Pilot  Dublin  news, 
paper  has  also  been  prosecuted  for  inserts 


ing  Mr.  O^Connell's  letters  U  the  p«opl« 
of  Ireland.  Mr.  O^Connell  has  given  no- 
tice in  Parliament  that  he  means  to 
bring  forward  the  question  of  the  Rq>eal 
of  the  Union  early  next  session. 

FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE 

FRANCE. 

The  Duchess  de  Berri,  being  no 
longer  an  object  of  apprehension  to  the 
French  Government,  has  been  liberated 
from  confinement      She   left   Blaye  on 
the  8th  June  for  Palermo.     We  hear  no- 
thing more  of  her  husband,  who  does  not 
appear  to  have  accompanied  the  Duchess 
on  this  occasion. — The  question  of  the 
Greek  Loan  has  been  keenly  discussed  in 
the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies.     One* 
third  of  it  is  guaranteed  by  France,  the 
interest  of  wliich  is  L.40,000.     The  op« 
position  expressed  their  determined  hosti- 
lity to  the  arrangement,  and  called  on  the 
Government  not  to  abide  by  it ;  but  the 
Chamber  supported  the  Ministers  by  a 
majority  of  176  to  140.     Though  triimi- 
phant  on  great  questions,  the  Ministry  has 
been  defeated  on  matters  of  less  Impor* 
tance.     For  example,  the  Chamber  refus- 
ed to  vote  18  millions  of  francs,  to  con- 
nect the  Louvre  and  Tuilleries  by  a  gal. 
lery.     The  reason  for  this  refusal  is  said 
to  have  been  the  suspicion  that  Loni^ 
Philippe  would  apply  part  of  the  money 
to  his  own  purposes — a  suspicion  which 
shews  in  a  strong  manner  the  opinion 
entertained  of  the  Citizen  Monarch .  Much 
dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  at  the 
project  of  Marshal  Soult  for  the  fortifica- 
tion of  Paris.     It  is  felt  that  the  object 
of  this  measure  is  not  to  defend  the  city 
against  foreign  enemies,  but  to  enable  the 
Government  to  put  down  the  citizens  with 
greater  ease,  in  case  of  any  discontent 
again  breaking  out.     We  hope  the  peo- 
pie  of  Paris  will  be  successful  in  their  re- 
sistance, as  we  have  no  doubt,  if  Louis 
Philippe  gets  the  city  fortified,  he  will 
feel  himself  safe  in  resorting  to  more  de- 
spotic measures  than  he  hns  yet  attempted. 
There  have  been  some  rather  serious  con- 
flicts among  the  soldiery  in  Paris.      In 
one  of  these  rencontres,   10  men  were 
killed,  and  28  wounded.     Savary,  Duke 
of  Rovigo,  died  on  the  1st  June,  of  cancer 
in  the  throat 

OERMAKT. 

The  despotic  Governments  are  kept  in 
continual  alarm  by  the  spread  of  liberal 
opinions  in  Germany.  An  affray  took 
place  at  the  festival  of  Hambach,  in  Rhe- 
nish Bavaria.  Upwards  of  100  penous 
were  killed  by  the  military.  One  of  the 
cavalry  regiments  refused  to  fire.  This 
occurrence  has  given  much  uneasiness  at 
Vienna,  and  great  feare  are  entertained 
of  the  spread  of  the  revplutionary  spirit 
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AS  it  U  called,  hj  the  despots.  The  Prus- 
sian students,  at  the  college  of  Eslangeii) 
W^rt2bu^g,  and  Heidelberg,  have  been 
recalled :  in  future,  the  Royal  permis- 
sion is  to  be  obtained  before  sending  a 
student  to  a  foreign  University. 

BELGIUM. 

In  consequence  of  the  Editors  and  Pro- 
prietors of  certain  journals  advocating 
Orange  principles,  having  been  assaulted 
by  the  partisans  of  the  existing  Govern- 
ment, disturbances  have  occurred  at  Brus- 
sels, Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  but  they  were 
put  down  without  difficulty.  By  the  uew 
election  the  Ministry  will  gain  about  30 
votes.  King  Leopold  opened  the  new 
Session  of  the  Chambers,  with  a  speech 
from  the  throne  on  the  7th  Juue.  He 
stated  that  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty 
with  Holland,  a  partial  disarming  would 
take  place,  and  that  the  revenue  was  im- 
proving. 

HOLLAND. 

A  preliminary  treaty  of  peace  has  been 
concluded  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  King  of 
Holland  on  the  other,  by  which  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  embargoes  on  Dutch 
Tessels  have  been  taken  off,  and  the  inter- 
ruption to  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt 
has  been  removed.  The  intercourse  be- 
tween the  respective  parties  and  Holland 
has  thus  been  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as   previous  to    the   French    expedition 


against  Antweip.  The  Ddtch  garrison 
of  Antwerp  who  are  prisoners  in  Prance, 
are  also  to  be  sent  home;  and  the  armis« 
tice  between  Holland  and  Belgium  will 
be  continued  until  the  definitive  settle- 
ment of  a  permanent  separation. 

PORTUGAL. 

Great  reinforcements  have  been  sent  to 
Oporto  within  ihese  few  weeks.  The 
Marquis  of  Palmella  has  arrived,  and 
Captain  Napier,  an  officer  who  has  dis- 
tinguished himself  for  his  bravery  in  the 
British  service  is  totakethecommandof  the 
fleet  in  the  room  of  Sartorius,  who  retires. 
An  attempt  on  the  part  of  Don  Pedro 
to  advance  upon  Lisbon,  and  drive  the 
usurper  from  the  kingdom  may  be  confi- 
dently expected,  but  unless  he  is  joined  by 
the  Portuguese,  success  is  doubtful,  as  his 
force  is  hardly  adequate  to  the  attempt. 
TuaxEY. 

There  have  not  yet  been  received  any  au- 
thentic account  of  the  state  of  mattera  in 
Turkey.  It  has  been  repeatediy  reported 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  had  been  signed  be- 
tween the  Porte  and  Ibrahim,  and  as 
often  contradicted.  There  seems  to  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  Constantinople  is  oc- 
cupied by  a  large  Russian  force,  which  is 
rapidly  increasing  in  numbers  by  the  ar- 
rival of  fresh  troops  from  Odessa.  Great 
Britain  and  France  have  remonstrated  in 
strong  terms  against  the  continued  occu- 
pation of  Constantinople  by  the  Russians. 


STATE  OF  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  AGRICULTURE. 


We  have  little  to  remark  on  the  state 
of  commerce  and  manufoctures  during  the 
month,  for  few  changes  worthy  of  notice 
have  taken  place  since  the  date  of  our  last 
report.  From  what  transpires  of  the  ex- 
aminations now  proceeding  before  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  on  the  commei-cial 
state  of  the  country,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  evidence  will  go  far  to  esta- 
blish that  at  this  moment  there  is  a  con- 
siderable improvement  in  most  branches 
of  trade.  The  removal  of  the  embargo  on 
Dutch  vessels,  and  the  resumption  of  our 
oommerciai  intercourse  with  Holland,  have 
proved  beneficial  to  the  ports  on  the  east- 
em  coast  of  the  island.  The  negotiations 
of  Dr.  Bowring  for  the  extension  of  our 
commercial  relations  proceeds  favourably. 
He  has  been  most  warmly  received  by  the 
mercantile  classes  in  the  French  provinces. 
In  the  West  of  Scotland  the  spring  trade 
has  been  on  the  whole  favourable,  and 
the  weavers  generally  have  full  employ- 
ment, though  the  wages  continue  low ;  but 
great  distress  exists  among  those  who  ma- 
nufacture the  same  articles  as  those  which 
the  power  looms  are  adapted  to  produce. 


The  wool  market  continues  firm,  but 
no  further  increase  in  price  is  anticipated. 
The  demand  in  the  cloth  and  flannel  mar- 
kets in  the  west  of  England  continues 
steady.  The  Rochdale  flannel  market  has 
not  for  many  years  been  so  brisk  so  early 
in  the  season ;  and  everything  promises  a 
further  improvement.  Some  of  the  larger 
manufacturers  have  given  notice  to  their 
workmen  of  their  intention  to  advance 
the  prices  for  weaving  the  lower  and 
middle  qualities.  At  Leicester  hosiery 
goods  have  been  very  brisk,  and  a  greater 
quantity  has  never  left  the  town  during 
the  month  of  May  for  the  last  thirty 
years.  In  consequence  an  advance  of 
from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  a-week  has  been 
made  on  the  wages  of  each  workman. 
The  silk  weavers  also  are  fully  employed. 
At  Galashiels  trade  is  good,  and  all  the 
spinners  are  employed  at  wages  varying 
from  Ids.  to  £1,  is.  a-week. — ^The  rise  in 
the  price  of  iron  has  been  sustained,  and 
many  master  manufacturers  in  conse- 
quence contemplate  giving  a  slight  addi- 
tion of  wages  to  their  workmen. 
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AOfticuLTUKS.  average: — Wheat,  62t  KM-jBailey,  24s.lld. 

Thk  warm  weather  during  May  had  Oati^  Ids.  Id.,  Rye,  SOa.  Id.,  Beuu,  31  e. 

an  extraordinary  effect  on  the  crops  of  all  1  Id.,  Pease,  Si28.  5d.     Except  wheat  and 

descriptions^  and  instead  of  the  harrest  oata,  which  have  continued  pretty  steady, 

being  later  than  nsual,  it  will  in  all  pro-  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  grain  has  fallen 

hability  be  rather  early.     The  dry  wea.  since  harvest ;  barley  more  than   Ss.  a 

ther  enabled  the  potatoes  to  be  planted  quarter.    Until  the  Com  Laws  are  placed 

under    very    favourable    circumstances,  on  a  permanent  basis,  no  qieculAtion  can 

and  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  for  be  expected  in  the  com  trade,  and  it  is 

cleaning  the  land  intended  for  turnips  and  therefore  the  interest  of  the  agriculturiats, 

for  sowing  that  valuable  crop.    Strong  as  well  as  of  the  other  classes  of  the  oom- 

clay  soils  were  much  hardened  by  the  long  munity,  that  these  laws  should  be  re^con- 

continuance  ofdry  weather  after  the  heavy  sidered,  and  many  of  the  restrictions  on 

rains  in  March  and  April,  and  the  beans  the  importation  of  foreign  grain  removed; 

on  such  soils  are  in  many  instances  thinly  for  they  may  be  assured  that  the  mercan* 

planted.     About  the   beginning  of  June  tile  and  manufacturing  classes  will  never 

the  crops  in  general  appeared  to  suffer  cease  to  agitate  the  question,  until  much 

from  the  drought,  and  fears  werefentertain-  greater  freedom  than  now  exists  is  given 

ed  that  if  the  dry  weather  continued,  the  to  the  com  trade. 

crop  would  turn  out  deficient  in  straw.        The  demand  for  lean  stock  has  been 

All  these  fears  were,  however,  dissipated  great,  and  cattle  for  grazing  have  sold  At 

by  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  on  the  11  th  high   prices.     Fat  cattle  have,  however, 

of  June^  and  which  appear  to  have  ex-  lately  £ftllen  in  price.     The  horse  markets 

tended  over  the  whole  Island.     The  crops  have  been  rather  dull,  though  valuable 

of  almost  every  description  are  now  look-  horses  are  still  in  demand  at  good  prices, 

ing  most  luxuriant,  and  the  danger  to  be  Sheep  and  lambs  have  sold  readily  during 

apprehended  at  present  is  that  on  fertile  the  month,  and  with  little  variation  of 

soils,  the  wheat  crop  will  be  so  thick  and  price. 

strong,  that  it  will  suffer  from  being  lodged        On  the  whole,  the  prospects  of  the  agri- 
by  the  rains  we  usually  have  in  July  and  culturists    are    extremely   gloomy,     and 
August.     In  some  districts  the  grub,  or  many  of  them  seem  to  have  given  up  all 
cuUworm,  is  doing  much  mischief  to  the  oat  hopes  of  ever  realizing  the  large  sums  they 
and  barley  crops,  but  the  genial  heat  and  have  expended  on  the  improvement  of  the 
moisture  will,  we  have  little  doubt,  enable  soil.     Emigration,  to  Upper  Canada  prin- 
these  crops  to  repair  the  ravages  of  these  cipally,  is  greatly  on  the  increase  from 
insects.     In  many  parts  of  Ireland  as  well  the  middle  districts  of  Scotland,  and  it  is 
as  in  Dumfries-shire  and   Pifeshire,  the  generally  remarked  that  the  emigrants  are 
potato  crop  is  likely  to  prove  a  failure  of  a  superior  description  to  those  who 
from  the  seed  not  having  sprung,  and  in  have  left   the  country  in  former  years, 
consequence  some  of  the  potato  land  has  It  is  not  that  the  lower  classes  are  not  also 
been  ploughed  up  and  tumipasown.  In  Eng.  anxious   to  emigrate;  they  are  in  truth 
land  the  hay  crop  on  the  dry  uplands,  hav-  more  desirous  tlian  ever;  but  the   low 
ing  come  to  maturity  before  the  refreshing  wages,  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  em- 
showers  in  the  early  part  of  June  fell,  is  ployment  have  rendered  it  impossible  for 
likely  to  prove  deficient,  but  in  rich  soils  them  to  save  the  money  necessary  to  en« 
it  will  exceed  an  average  crop.     In  Scot-  able  them  to  proceed  to  America, 
land,  although  in  some  districts  the  rye  ORCHAiu>s.^It  is  a  common  remark 
grass  is  thin,  yet,  generally  speaking,  the  that  a  backward  spring  is  favourable  to 
hay  crop  is  most  luxuriant.  Around  Edin-  the  orchards,  for  a  very  common  cause 
burgh  it  is  heavier  than  it  has  been  for  many  of  the  failure  of  fniit  crops  is  the  destnio* 
years.    Thepastures  are  also  excellent,  and  tion  of  the  early  foliage  and  blossom  by 
there  has  seldom  been  a  season  in  which  the  the  spring  frosts.     The  promise  of  apples 
grass  has  been  more  abundant  this  year  is  greater  than  usual  in  Englaiidy 
MARKETS.  and  the  price  of  cider  has  already  fallen 

Grain  Markets  still  continue  languid,  considerably  in  consequence.  In  the  early 

and  as  we  have  the  prospect  of  an  early  part  of  May  there  was  every  reason  to 

and    abundant    harvest,    little  rise  can  expect  an  abundant  crop  in  Scotland  also, 

now  be  expected.     By  comparing  the  ag-  but  towards  the  end  of  the  month  the 

gregate  average  prices  of  the  six  weeks  apple  trees  on  light  soils  suffered  greatly 

ending  11th  June,  with  the  average  prices  from  the  caterpillar,  though   on   sttffer 

of  the  week  ending  the  same  day,  a  ten-  soils  the  crop  may  still  approach  an  ave- 

dency  downwards  in  the  most  important  rage.      Peara  and  plums  are  abundant  in 

kinds  of  grain,  will  be  observed.    Thus,  the  vale  of  the  Clyde,  the  great  fruit  di»« 

aggregate    average  : — Wheat,    53s.    6d.,  trict  of  Scotland,  but  there^  as  elsewhere. 

Barley,  25s.,  Oats,  178.  6d.,  Rye,  31s.  Id.,  gooseberries  will  turn  out    a    deficient 

Beans,  31s.  5d.,  Pease,  30s.  lOd.    Weekly  crop. 


TAIT'S 


EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  TORIES  AND  THE  WHIG  MINISTRY. 

Turn  Lords  are  not  yet  ready  to  come  to  extremities  with  the  people^ 
and  the  people  are  not  yet  ready  to  come  to  extremities  with  the  Lords. 
The  lines  are  converging ;  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  they  come  to 
a  point.  With  every  halt  of  the  Lords  in  the  career  of  mischief^  there 
is  a  halt  of  public  opinion  in  the  advance  towards  their  final  condemna- 
tion. The  Lords  take  these  pauses  for  reaction^  and  move  on  again ;  and 
again  the  public  displeasure  moves  towards  its  acmd.  Their  cup  is  not 
yet  full ;  and  it  is  for  them  to  fill  it. 

Nothing  can  be  apter  than  the  correspondences  between  the  hesitations 
of  the  Peers,  and  the  hesitations  of  the  people.  Neither  the  country  nor 
the  hereditary  legislature,  is  prepared  to  go  all  lengths ;  but  the  one  by 
its  aggressions,  in  fits  and  starts,  is  preparing  the  other  for  the  resolu- 
tion which  must  come  of  a  course  of  provocations,  having  only  intermis- 
sions of  manifest  timidity.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  endurance  to  be 
exhausted ;  and  the  Lords  are  drawing  on  it,  check  by  check.  Meanwhile 
not  an  item  goes  to  their  credit.  It  is  all  sheer  expenditure  of  patience. 
After  every  blow,  they  take  fright  and  run  away :  but  as  they  are  not 
pursued,  they  muster  courage  again ;  think  there  is  no  spirit  of  resist- 
ance, or  flatter  themselves  with  the  idea  of  a  consent  to  the  uses  they 
make  of  their  powers;  they  repeat  the  annoyance,  and  at  every  stroke, 
they  take  something  from  a  nation's  endurance,  and  bring  themselves, 
nearer  the  decisive  issue. 

About  the  lengths  the  Lords  may  go,  and  their  choice  of  objects  in 
mischief,  there  will  be  frequent  doubts  and  miscalculations :  but  no  one 
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(partisans  excepted)  contemplates  the  possibility  of  good  from  them.  They 
may  make  faster  or  slower  progress  in  public  odium :  but  no  occasional 
services  will  redeem  any  part  of  the  black  score.  This  course  can  have 
but  one  end.  It  may  be  hastened  or  delayed :  but  it  will  come  as  surely 
as  irresponsible  power  leads  to  tyranny.  It  is  idle  to  admonish^  and  ex- 
hort^ and  warn  the  Lords ;  they  cannot  be  other  than  their  constitution 
makes  them,  and  to  constrain  is  not  to  improve  or  alter  them.  When 
the  fear  of  consequences  makes  them  harmless,  it  does  not  make  them 
worthy  of  authority.  There  is  a  house  of  matiiacs  who  do  no  mischief  ; 
but  they  are  not  thought  capable  of  good.  Who  would  depend  on  the 
hands  that  need  manacles  ?  We  know  their  dispositions,  and  we  know 
that  they  are  only  safe  when  they  are  constrained. 

The  Lords  tried  their  strength  upon  the  Local  Courts'  Bill.  They 
could  throw  out  the  Ministry  with  the  Irish  Church  Bill,  but  the  leading- 
Tories  see  the  impossibility  of  carrying  on  government  for  six  months. 
The  desperadoes  of  the  party  are  ready  for  any  experiment — ready  to 
incur  any  difficulties  for  office ;  but  the  men  of  ease  and  station,  who 
must  head  the  enterprize,  take  a  more  sober  view  of  the  matter.  Their 
desires  are  great ;  but  their  fears  are  greater,  and  they  let  ''  I  dare  not 
wait  upon  I  would."  They  reason  then  in  this  way :  "  It  is  true  that 
we  can  throw  out  the  Whigs ;  but  we  cannot  take  the  helm  ourselves, 
without  the  instant  danger  of  irretrievable  wreck :  and,  therefore,  in 
ejecting  the  Whigs,  we  may  only  introduce  the  Radicals ;  who  will  cut 
us  up,  root  and  branch,  and  spoil  the  inheritance  for  any  successors 
whatever." 

The  Lords  (we  speak  of  the  majority  as  synonymous  with  the  Tories) 
will  therefore  probably  bide  their  time,  and  not  serve  the  bull's  head  to 
the  cabinet  dinner  till  they  are  ready  to  fill  the  seats.  If  they  keep 
their  senses,  they  will  wait  a  long  time  for  such  a  period,  and  die  before 
it  comes.  But  the  question  whether  the  Lords  will  keep  their  senses  is 
worse  than  doubtful.  The  appetite  for  power  will  not  much  longer 
brook  denial  of  gratification,  and  will  prove  too  strong  for  prudential 
considerations.  Whatever  may  be  the  end,  the  WTiig  Ministry  will  feel 
itself  on  suflferance ;  and  truckling  and  compromises  will  be  its  expedients 
for  averting  and  appeasing  hostilities.  AV'hat  an  infatuation  does  this 
course  imply !  Can  the  Whigs  doubt  that  the  Tories  would  displace 
them,  if  any  advantage  was  to  be  made  of  it }  The  Whigs  gain  nothing 
by  their  abject  endeavours  to  conciliate  the  Tories.  They  are  permitted  to 
remain  in  power,  not  because  they  shape  their  policy  to  the  prejudices  of 
their  adversaries,  but  obviously  because  of  their  adversaries'  inability  to 
hold  office.  The  considerations  which  cause  the  timid  forbearances  of  the 
Lords  would  be  of  the  same  force,  or  strengthened,  were  the  Ministry, 
to  pursue  a  more  popular  course.  The  difficulty  of  getting  a  majority 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  support  a  Tory  Ministry  is  the  check  to 
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the  blow  the  Lords  would  otherwise  promptly  deal ;  and  would  not  that 
difficulty  be  increased  by  measures  which  should  recover  for  the  Min. 
istry  the  affections  of  the  people,  to  so  great  an  extent  alienated  by  the 
shabby^  the  perfidious  policy  which  has  made  a  sacrifice  of  the  interests 
of  friends  to  propitiate  enemies  ? 

It  were  idle  to  speculate  on  what  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  the 
Commons  if  the  Lords  had  pushed  matters  to  extremities  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Irish  Church  Bill.  The  aggredsion  and  the  retribution 
must  ripen  together ;  and  from  the  mood  or  the  pause  of  the  one,  no- 
thing can  be  inferred  as  to  the  backwardness  of  the  other.  The  thing 
must  all  come  out  in  its  regular  train  and  correspondences! 


THE  PRAISE  OF  DEBT. 


Debt  is  of  the  very  highest  antiquity.  The  first  debt  in  the  history  of 
man  is  the  debt  of  nature,  and  the  first  instinct  is  to  put  off  the  payment 
of  it  to  the  last  moment.  Many  persons,  it  will  be  observed,  following 
the  natural  procedure,  would  die  before  they  would  pay  their  debts. 

Society  is  composed  of  two  classes,  debtors  and  creditorSi  The  credi- 
tor class  has  been  erroneously  supposed  the  more  enviable.  Never  was 
there  a  greater  misconception ;  and  the  hold  it  yet  maintains  upon  opinion 
is  a  remarkable  example  of  the  obstinacy  of  error>  notwithstanding  the 
plainest  lessons  of  experience. 

The  debtor  has  the  sympathies  of  mankind.  He  is  seldom  spoken  of 
but  with  expressions  of  tenderness  and  compassion — ^^  the  poor  debtor  !" 
the  *^  unfortunate  debtor  !" 

On  the  other  hand,  '^  harsh"  and  ''  hard-hearted''  are  the  epithets  al- 
lotted to  the  creditor.  Who  ever  heard  the  "  poor  creditor,"  the  ''  un- 
fortunate creditor*'  spoken  of?  No,  the  creditor  never  becomes  the 
object  of  pity,  until  he  passes  into  the  debtor  class.  A  creditor  may  be 
ruined  by  the  poor  debtor  ;  but  it  is  not  until  he  becomes  unable  to  pay 
his  own  debts  that  he  begins  to  be  compassionated. 

A  debtor  is  a  man  of  mark.  Many  eyes  are  fixed  upon  him ;  many 
have  interest  in  his  well-being ;  his  movements  are  of  concern ;  he  can- 
not disappear  unheeded ;  his  name  is  in  many  mouths ;  his  name  is  upon 
many  books ;  he  is  a  man  of  note~-o^  promissory  iiote ;  he  fills  the 
speculation  of  many  minds ;  men  conjecture  about  him,  wonder  about 
liim,  wonder  and  conjecture  whether  he  will  pay.  He  is  a  man  of  conse- 
quence, for  many  ax'e  rimning  after  him.  His  door"  is  thronged  with 
duns.  He  is  inquired  after  every  hour  of  the  day.  *He  is  in  the  Court 
of  Request,  the  Court  of  Conscience,  in  every  court  of  his  district.  But 
he  is  not  as  the  courtier,  servilely  suing ;  no,  he  is  perpetually  sued. 

Judges  hear  of  him,  know  of  him ;  his  name  in  the  Courts  is  as  the  Duke 
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of  Devonthire's  in  the  Court  news.    £very  meal  that  he  swallowSy  ererj 
coat  he  puts  on  hia  back^  every  pound  he  borrows,  appears  before  the 
country  in  some  formal  document.  Compare  his  notoriety  with  the  obscure 
lot  of  the  creditor,  of  the  man  who  has  nothing  but  claims  on  the  world  ; 
a  landlord  or  fundholder,  or  some  such  disagreeable  hard  character. 

The  man  who  pays  his  way  is  unknown  in  his  neighbourhood.  Yoa 
shall  ask  the  milkman  at  his  door,  and  he  shall  not  be  known  by  his 
score.  You  shall  ask  his  butcher  where  Mr.  Payall  lives,  and  he  shall 
tell  you  that  he  knows  no  such  name,  for  it  is  not  in  his  books.  You 
shall  ask  the  baker,  and  he  shall  tell  you  that  there  is  no  such  person  in 
the  neighbourhood.  People  that  have  his  money  fast  in  their  pockets 
shall  have  no  thought  of  his  person  or  appellation.  His  house  only  is 
known, — ^No.  31  is  good  pay  ;  No.  31  is  ready  money ;  not  a  scrap  of 
paper  is  ever  made  out  for  No.  31.  It  is  an  anonymous  house  ;  its 
owner  pays  his  way  to  obscurity.  No  one  knows  any  thing  about  him, 
or  heeds  his  movements.  If  a  carriage  be  seen  at  his  door,  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  not  full  of  concern  lest  he  be  going  to  run  away.  If  a  pack- 
age be  moved  from  his  house,  a  score  of  boys  are  not  employed  to  watch 
whether  it  be  carried  to  the  pawnbroker.  Mr.  Payall  fills  no  place  in 
the  public  mind ;  no  one  has  any  hopes  or  fears  about  him. 

Bring  all  things  to  the  test  of  experiment.  Many  a  man  who  has  for 
years  rejoiced  in  credit  has  fallen  into  debt,  and  never  emerged  from  it ; 
but  few  indeed  that  have  ever  tried  debt  have  returned  to  credit.  The 
practice  is  extending,  though  the  opinion  is  not  yet  shaped  to  it.  In. 
deed,  the  example  of  national  debt,  or  the  whole  nation  inextricably  in 
debt,  expresses  the  aggregate  custom. 

Here,  too,  the  sentiment  so  extensively  prevailing,  and  so  little  under., 
stood,  comes  into  operation.  The  national  creditor  is  seldom  thought  of  or 
spoken  of  but  with  grudging  and  repugnance.  His  debtors  claim  all  consi. 
deration,  and  allow  him  none.  The  national  creditor  stands  clear  from  all 
the  sympathies ;  no  one  thinks  of  the  national  creditor's  wife  and  children, 
and  pleasant  home.  No  one  pictures  the  ruin  that  a  breach  of  faith  would 
bring  upon  them.  "  The  landlord,"  says  Sir  W.  IngUby,  "  lives  in  a 
lodging  with  his  old  woman,  and  his  cat."  Who  will  hesitate  to  consent 
to  the  robbery  of  a  man  who  lives  with  an  old  woman  and  a  cat  ?  Turn  the 
old  woman  into  a  wife,  the  cat  into  a  child,  and  the  lodging  into  the 
humble  tenement  with  all  the  decorums  of  the  love  of  order,  the  pride  in 
neatness ;  and  imagine  confiscation  sweeping  off  all  the  little  g^acings  of 
slender  circumstances,  and  the  national  creditor  might  be  compassionat- 
ed ;  but  these  things  cannot  be  imagined  of  the  genus,  creditor.  The 
creditor  always  figures  in  the  fancy  as  a  sour  single  man  with  grizzled 
hair,  a  scowling  countenance,  and  a  peremptory  air,  who  lives  in  a  dark 
apartment  with  musty  deeds  about  him  and  an  iron  safe  as  impenetrable 
as  his  heart,  grubbing  together  what  he  does  not  enjoy,  and  that  there 
is  no  one  about  him  to  enjoy.    The  debtor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  always 
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pictured  with  a  wife  and  six  fair-haired  daughters^  bound  together  in 
affection  and  misery^  full  of  sensibility^  and  suffering  without  a  fault. 

The  creditor,  it  is  never  doubted,  thrives  without  a  merit.  He  has  no 
wife  and  children  to  pity.  No  one  ever  thinks  it  desirable  that  he  should 
have  the  means  of  living.  He  is  a  brute  for  insisting  that  he  must  re- 
ceive in  order  to  pay.  It  is  not  in  the  imagination  of  man  to  conceive 
that  the  creditor  has  demands  upon  him  which  must  be  satisfied ;  and 
that  what  he  must  do  to  others,  others  must  do  to  him.  A  creditor  is  a 
personification  of  exaction.  He  is  supposed  to  be  always  taking  in,  and 
never  giving  out. 

It  is  this  state  of  sentiment  which  accounts  for  the  public  disposition 
to  the  plunder  of  creditors.  Any  scheme  for  pillaging  creditors  finds 
favour  In  our  generation.  Creditors  will  be  happy  if  they  escape  the 
fate  of  the  Jews  of  old. 

People  idly  fancy  that  the  possession  of  riches  is  desirable.  What 
blindness  I  Spend  and  regale.  Save  a  shilling,  and  you  lay  it  by  for  a 
thief.  The  prudent  men  are  the  men  who  live  beyond  their  means. 
Happen  what  may,  they  are  safe.  They  have  taken  time  by  the  fore- 
lock ;  they  have  anticipated  fortune.  *^  The  wealthy  fool  with  gold  in 
store,"  has  only  denied  himself  so  much  enjo3rment  which  another  will 
seize  at  his  expense.  Look  at  these  people  in  a  panic.  See  who  are  the 
fools  then.  You  know  them  by  their  long  faces.  You  may  say,  as  one 
of  them  goes  by  in  an  agony  of  apprehension.  There  is  a  stupid  fellow 
who  has  fancied  himself  rich,  because  he  had  fifty  thousand  pounds  in 
■  The  history  of  the  last  ten  years  has  taught  the  moral.  Spend 

and  regale.  Whatever  is  laid  up  beyond  the  present  hour  is  put  in  jeo- 
pardy ;  there  is  no  certainty  but  in  instant  enjoyment ;  there  is  no 
security  but  in  living  as  fast  as  the  world.  The  age  of  movement  has  a 
prodigious  tendency  to  outrun  the  constable.  Look  at  school- boys 
sharing  a  plum-cake :  the  knowing  ones  eat  as  for  a  race,  but  a  stupid 
fellow  saves  his  portion, — just  nibbles  a  bit  and  "  keeps  the  rest  for 
another  time."  Most  provident  blockhead !  The  others  when  they 
have  gobbled  up  their  shares,  set  upon  him,  plunder  him,  and  thrash 
him  for  crying  out.  This  is  the  world  illustrated.  Men,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  abstain,  and  save  for  spoilers.  Before  the  names  of 
*'  depreciation"  and  "  equitable  adjustment"  were  heard,  there  might 
be  some  reason  in  the  practice,  but  now  it  denotes  the  darkest  blindness. 
The  prudent  men  of  the  present  time,  are  the  men  in  debt.  The  tendency 
being  to  sacrifice  creditors  to  debtors,  and  the  debting  interest  (as  it 
may  now  be  called)  acquiring  daily  new  strength,  every  one  is  in  haste 
to  get  into  the  favoured  class.  In  any  case,  the  debting  man  is  safe. 
He  has  put  his  enjoyments  behind  him — ^they  are  safe — no  turns  of  for- 
tune can  disturb  them.  The  substance  he  has  eaten  up  is  irrecoverable. 
The  future  cannot  trouble  his  past.  He  has  nothing  to  apprehend.  He 
has  anticipated  more  than  fortune  would  ever  have  granted  him.  He 
has  tricked  fortune ;  and  his  creditors — bah  !  who  feels  for  creditors  ? 
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W)iat  are  creditors  ? — ^landlords,  lodgers  with  old  women  and 
pitiless  and  unpitiable  tribe,— -all  griping  extortioners,  who  would  hold 
the  "  poor  debtor"  to  unequitable  agreements.  What  would  becxime  of 
the  debting  world,  if  it  did  not  steal  a  march  upon  this  rapacious  dass  ? 
Observe  how  the  tender  sympathies  of  people  incline  them  to  any  scheme 
for  sacrificing  it. 


I 


A  BAIT  FOR  THE  PENNY-WISE  AND  POUND-FOOLISH. 

Thb  Empire  is  put  up  for  sale ;  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  by  the 
Cobbettites  !  The  party  who  will  take  off  the  Malt  and  Assessed  Taxes 
is  to  have  the  Government :  so  it  is  settled  in  the  True  Sun.  If  the 
Tories  will  agree  to  these  terms,  Mr,  Cobbett  pledges  himself  that  two 
hundred  new  members  shall  be  forthcoming  "  to  keep  the  Tories  la 
power."  Happy  thought  I  wise  contrivance !  In  plotting,  Mr.  Cobbett 
transcends  cunning  little  Isaac ;  "  roguish,  mayhap,  but  keens'—devilish 
keen.' 

There  are  people  who  would  sell  their  souls  to  the  devil  for  twopence 
half-penny.    "  There  are  people,"  says  Bacon,  *'  who  are  such  extreme 
self-lovers,  that  they  would  set  their  neighbour's  house  on  fire,  to  roast 
their  own  eggs  in  the  embers."    There  are  people  who  would  say  to  the 
Tories,  "  remit  our  taxes,  and  do  what  you  like  with  the  country ;  take 
carte  blanche  for  misrule,"  There  are  people,  ^'  base  and  peasant  slaves," 
mean  aud  stupid,  sordid  and  short-sighted,  whose  notions  of  bad  govern- 
ment do  not  extend  beyond  the  tax-gatherer's  demand,  and  whose  poli- 
tics all  lie  between  it  and  their  breeches  pockets.      To  talk  to  them  of 
the  mischiefs  of  bad  institutions,  their  thriftlessness,  their  demoralizing 
effects,  their  destruction  to  the  business  and  advances  of  society,  their 
annoyances,  or  positive  injuries,  would  be  as  vain  as  to  talk  to  a  blind 
man  of  colours.     They  fix  their  stupid  eyes  on  the  tax-paper,  and  say 
only,  "  The  man  for  our  money  is  the  man  who  will  take  something  from 
this  amount,"    So  let  it  be ;  provided  they  have  assurance,  that  what  is 
remitted  directly  be  not  exacted  threefold  in  less  open  ways.    It  is  true 
that  bad  government  is  dear  government ;  it  is  true,  that  to  diminish 
the  expenses  of  government  is  to  st'irve  out  its  corruptions ;  but  it  is  not 
true  th^t  the  surrender  of  particular  taxes,  as  a  price  for  office,  is  any 
step  towards  economy,  and  through  it  reformation.    Once  let  the  Tories 
into  power,  and  give  them  their  two  hundred  new  members,  and  they 
will  find,  that  though  they  have  promised  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  and 
Assessed  Taxes,  they  have  not  promised  to  abstain  from  the  imposition  of 
others ;  or  from  a  yet  more  ruinous  and  wicked  expedient.   For  what  do 
the  Tories  desire  office  ?  would  they  court  its  troubles  without  its  perqui- 
sites P      If  they  yield  with  one  hand,  will  they  not  take  with  another? 
If  they  spare  the  right  x)ocket,  will  they  not  dive  into  the  left  ?    Tl^e 
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Cobbettites  say  to  the  wolves,  "  Promise  not  to  eat  mutton,  and  you 
fehall  have  the  charge  of  the  flock."  For  what  but  mutton  would  the 
wolves  trouble  themselves  about  the  flock  ? 

What  is  to  be  thought  of  Reformers  whose  sole  object  is  the  repeal 
of  the  Malt  and  Assessed  taxes  ?  Submitting  to  the  grievances  of  the 
Cliurch  and  the  Com  Laws,  they  make  this  wretched  composition ! 
Would  the  Tories  suffer  the  Church  to  be  separated  from  Mammon,  and 
the  Bread  Tax  to  be  abolished  ?  No :  Mr.  Cobbett  does  not  dream  of 
any  yielding  in  those  directions :  but  possibly  he  reckons  on  some  inva- 
sions in  another,  and  that  the  fundholder  will  be  mulct  the  amount  of 
the  remitted  taxes.  AU  the  old  Tory  abominations  will  then  thrive ; 
the  extravagances,  the  profligacies  of  the  State  will  be  unabated,  and 
the  public  creditor  will  be  the  sufferer.  Magnanimous  speculation  ! 
Repeal  the  Assessed  and  Malt  Taxes,  and  the  Cobbettites  pledge  them- 
selves to  support  a  Tory  Ministry  !  The  Tory  Ministry  would  thus  be 
left  free  to  continue  its  old  courses  of  waste  and  tyranny ;  and  to  keep 
up  the  system  precisely  as  it  exists,  by  cutting  down, — not  pensions 
and  salaries,  not  army  and  navy  estimates,  but  the  fundholders'  divi- 
dends ;  an  operation  which  cannot  be  supposed  distasteful  to  the  Cob- 
bettites. Imagine  the  baseness  of  suffering  the  continuance  of  all  the 
abuses  and  profligacies  of  our  State,  and  letting  the  means  of  maintain- 
ing them  faU  on  the  public  creditor ;  for  such  would  be  the  effect,  if  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  from  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  and  Assessed 
taxes,  were  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  cormorant  Tory  Ministry,  having  a 
body  guard  of  two  hundred  Cobbettites,  and  having  the  resolution  to 
make  sacrifice  of  anything  and  anybody,  rather  than  trench  upon  the  per- 
quisites of  office.  The  simple  meaning  of  the  bargain,  ^'  the  Govern^ 
ment  for  the  repeal  of  the  Malt  and  Assessed  taxes,"  is  plunder  of  the 
fundholder.  It  is  that  end  which  graces  the  project  to  the  projectors. 
Many  of  the  Tories,  and  the  majority  of  the  country  gentlemen,  would 
jump  at  the  plan.  The  people,  however,  will  not  be  tempted  into  this 
snare.  The  Assessed  Taxes  should,  and  inevitably  must  be  reduced,  and, 
in  part,  (the  Window  Tax,)  abolished  ,*  and  we  have  therefore  no  temp- 
tation to  put  ourselves  in  the  hands  of  the  desperate  quacks,  who  would 
repay  themselves  threefold  for  every  concession  they  made,  according 
to  the. proverbial  policy  of  throwing  a  sprat  to  catch  a  herring. 
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Fkw  subjects  have  excited  the  public  interest  more  strongly  than  the 
condition  of  children  in  factories ;  and  after  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  on  the  matter,  how  wonderfully  little  is  it  understood  !  The 
Morning  Herald,  for  example,  implores  statesmen  to  remember,  that  in 
treating  this  question,  of  the  age  to  which  protection  should  be  extended, 
**  they  have  to  deal  with  one  of  the  holiest  feelings  of  our  nature — paretic 
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tal  solicitude"     Do  not  let  us  mistake  the  objects  of  sympatky.      fb* 
children  have  all  claims  on  our  consideration ;  they  are  hapless  uneont- 
senting  victims  of  all  the  evils  of  premature  labour ;  but  the  parents'  case 
is  not  so  clearly  one  for  sympathy.    Who  is  party  to  the  infants'  labour  ? 
who  makes  the  contract  ?  who  receives  the  wages  ?     The  parent.     The 
prevailing  '*  parental  solicitude"  is^  we  have  reason  to  believe,  a  very 
different  sentiment  from  that  whidi  the  Herald  describes  as  one  of  the 
holiest  feelings  of  our  nature :  the  ^'  parental  solicitude/'  b  to  get  twelve 
or  thirteen  hours'  wages  for  ten  hours'  work.    Reckoning  on  the  same 
amount  of  wages,  the  "  parental  solicitttde"is  for  shortening  the  term  of 
labour :  the  '<  parental  solicitude"  is  to  spare  the  child's  labour,  if  the 
ehild's  wages  be  the  same.  But  mark  that,  if  the  wages  fall  in  proportion 
to  the  reduced  term  of  labour,  the  "  parental  solicitude'*  will  be  to  xetun 
to  the  long  labour  and  the  full  wages.    I  speak  generally :  there  doubt- 
less are  parents  who  love  their  children's  good  better  than  money,  and  who 
will  be  content  with  the  smaller  wages  for  the  less  labour ;  but  in  general 
the  greed  of  present  gain  prevaib.    Indeed,  the  existing  practice  proves 
my  assertion.    Parents  are  consenting  parties  to  the  excessive  labour  ; 
they  have  perhaps  no  alternative  but  to  consent  to  it,  or  to  bear  the  burden 
of  supporting  the  child  in  idleness ;  and  which  do  they  prefer  ?  The  case  is 
hard,  and  the  feeling  produced  by  it  is  hard.     The  masters  do  not  fail  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  fact.    They  say,  "  Is  it  credible  that  the  parents 
would  consent  to  an  employment  of  their  children,  described  as  so  cruel 
and  injurious  ?"    There  is  but  one  answer :  money  and  general  practice : 
■the  one  tempting^  the  other  sanctioning;  and  both  together  making  strange 
work  with  nature.    From  the  language  commonly  held,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  the  manufacturers  tore  children  from  their  parents'  houses, 
as  slaves  have  torn  Africans  from  their  native  shores.    The  parent's  part 
in  the  vicious  system  is  seldom  observed,  though  it  is  in  default  of  the 
natural  case  that  the  Legislature  is  called  upon  to  protect  the  child^  and 
to  put  the  squandering  of  its  strength  and  health  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  parent's  authority.     It  is  the  fashion  to  expend  all  virtuous  indigna- 
.tion  on  the  manufacturer's  unscrupulous  pursuit  of  gain;  but  I  ask.  What 
would  have  availed  his  unscrupulous  love  of  gain  if  it  had  not  found  a 
corresponding  appetite  in  the  parent  ?     If  nature  had  maintained  her 
laws,  she  would  have  needed  no  help  from  the  Legislature.    It  is  true 
that  the  parent  has  the  excuse  of  poverty :  but  the  plea  is  only  good  in 
mitigation ;  for  it  admits  that  the  temptation  of  money  is  stronger  than 
the  motives  to  protect  the  child  from  injury :  and  thus  proves  the  com- 
parative weakness  of  the  "  parental  solicitude'*  of  which  the  Herald 
writes.    But  some  one  here  observes,  "  The  child  would  starve  if  not 
employed  in  the  factories ;  the  parent  cannot  support  it  without  that 
help."    How  do  parents  support  their  children  where  there  are  no  fac- 
tories ?     They  live  less  comfortably ;  and  is  the  child  sacrificed  for  the 
improved  comfort  ?     But  the  remark  of  the  necessity  of  giving  the  em- 
ployment to  the  child,  cannot  justify  the  parent's  consent  to  the  excessive 
labour  of  the  child,  and  vindicate,  at  the  same  time,  the  **  parental  soli- 
citude;" for  if  parents  generally  had  been  true  to  their  duty,  the  prac 
tice  of  over- work  could  not  have  obtained  ground :  the  practice  having 
obtained  ground,  parents  cannot  hold  out  against  it  and  get  employment 
for  their  children.     But  how  did  it  obtain  ground  but  by  the  failure  of 
the  parental  care?   It  is  obvious  that,  if  every  parent  in  a  manufacturing 
town  had  determined,  *'  my  child  shall  not  work  for  more  than  ten  hours," 
no  infant  labour,  exceeding  that  term,  could  have  become  customary. 
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Maxjbium  ift  tbe  preMot  rc^^  of  the  tkeatrieal  and  mutioid  world.  Att 
MTOj  or  affect  to  rave,  about  her.  8he  is  admired  in  both  the  eenees  of 
the  word.  Exaggeration  is  her  characteristic ;  and  her  exaggerations 
are  dramatic  ^'  readings  made  easy"  to  the  public.  I  speak  of  her  now 
as  an  actress.  All  her  expressions  are  written  in  round  text,  which  they 
who  run  may  read.  They  are  not  false,  but  they  are  greatly  magnified ; 
the  dullest  cannot  miss  the  meaning ;  and  they  well  may  admire  one 
who  has  made  them  understand.  There  is  a  performer  now  on  the 
boards  whose  favour  has  been  mainly  owing  to  his  making  himself  dis- 
tinctly heard  in  the  gallery.  He  has  a  loud  voice,  and  dear  articula- 
tion. Mallbran's  popularity  is  of  the  same  sort.  She  makes  what  she 
is  about  plainly  seen.  She  does  not  strain  the  sight :  if  it  misses  her 
one  moment  it  has  another  opportunity  of  catching  the  meaning ;  she 
hangs  upon  an  expression  in  gesture  or  action,  as  speakers  repeat  an 
argument,  to  take  the  chance  of  its  impressing  at  one  instant  those 
whmn  it  has  failed  to  strike  at  another.  In  the  SamnanUfuia,  for  exanii* 
pie,  when  Amlna  is  discarded  by  Elvino,  Malibran  jumps  up  on  him'— 
throws  herself  round  his  neck  with  a  brisk,  resolute  action  that  will  not 
be  denied,  and  fairly  hugs  him  by  caup^-dejmain.  Here  is  an  expression 
of  vehemence,  the  character  of  which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  scene, 
is  not  to  be  mistaken ;  it  is  as  plain  as  the  jumping  up  of  a  Newfound, 
land  dog,  upon  his  master's  appearance  after  some  short  abeenee.  Unac- 
ceptable are  the  caresses,  but  it  is  vain  to  cry  "  Down  :"  jump  Juno 
will.  The  people  are  in  raptures  at  so  natural  a  display  of  abandonment 
to  the  emotions.  But  see  the  action  without  the  dramatic  context,  and 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  assign  the  character  of  it.  See  it  on  Ghreen. 
wich  Hill  on  Fair-day,  and  no  gentle  cause  would  be  assigned  to  it ; 
but  seeing  it  where  we  do,  we  know  what  it  means.  PresenUy  Amina  is 
seen  pushing,  and  scuffling,  and  scrambling :  see  it  in  the  streets  and  yoa 
would  say,  '*  There  is  a  woman  fighting ;"  but  knowing  the  story,  we 
know  that  she  is  striving  to  ding  to  the  feet  of  the  man  she  lovee.  Ma- 
libran is  at  pains  to  show  that  she  is  doing  this,  not  in  the  usual  dainty 
atage  manner,  but  earnestly  ;  and  she  shows  this  by  making  a  set-to  of 
it  that  would  do  no  dishonour  to  the  vigour  pnd  resolution  of  a  basket- 
woman.  She  exaggerates  love  till  it  looks  like  war.  The  public  say. 
How  fine  I  The  piece  anchors  them  to  the  meaning,  and  they  see  the 
meaning  liberally  magnified.  I  remember,  in  the  OoMssa  Ladra,  to  have 
seen  Malibran  muffling  up  the  fugivive  father  in  his  disguise ;  after  she 
had  wrapped  the  cloak  round  him,  she  continued  pawing  him  all  over, 
much  as  a  monkey  would  do  in  mimicking  the  arrangement  of  a  dress. 
This  action  (which  was  utterly  unnatural,  as  observation  is  dreaded,  and 
it  would  have  attracted  attention  and  exdted  suspicion  from  its  oddity 
and  the  fsmiliarity  with  a  supposed  stranger)  was  vehemently  applauded. 
Thus  are  performers  of  supei^or  capacities  spoiled ;  the  pubUc,  too  obtuse 
to  apprehend  their  true  germs  of  excellence,  seize  upon  their  faults  as 
their  distinguishing  peculiaritiee. 

Some  one,  behind  the  scenes  of  the  opera-house,  being  amazed  at  the 
enormous  size  of  the  butterflies  prepared  to  flit  in  the  Ballet,  asked  the 
'Stage-manager  the  reason  of  their  extraordinary  aggrandizement :  (they 
measured  about  two  feet  from  wing  to  wing.)  The  answer  was,  that  if 
they  were  not  so  large  they  would  not  be  seen  from  the  g^erles,  where 
butterflies  were  more  thought  of  than  in  the  boxes. 

Malibran  represents  this  butterfly  effect,  ^er  expressions  are  of  an 
exaggeration  for  the  most  dim  and  distant  eye.    Yet  she  has  genius. 
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Parts  of  all  her  performances  are  of  great  force  or  beauty ;  but  she  mis. 
places  her  triumph  in  extravagance ;  misplaces  it  for  her  fame  with  the 
judicious  few^  but  places  it  most  successfully  for  the  applause  of  the 
groundlings. 

In  her  singings  the  same  course  of  error  is  observable.  Able  to  do 
much  faultlessly,  she  is  yet  constantly  attempting  more  than  she  can 
perfectly  accomplish.  Her  most  ambitious  efforts  show  not  the  triumph 
but  the  limit  of  her  powers. 


It  is  the  fashion^  even  up  to  this  late  hour  of  Ministerial  disgrace^  to 
claim  great  allowances  on  the  score  of  the  intentions  of  Ministers.  The 
common  appeal  is  this, — *'  True,  they  are  indolent,  imbecile,  inculpable ; 
but  their  intentions  are  unquestionably  good.  They  mean  well  in  all 
cases ;  but  they  are  too  idle,  too  fond  of  their  own  ease  to  g^rd  up  their 
loins  and  set  themselves  about  the  mastering  of  any  subject."  Now 
what  is  the  value  of  the  intention  which  is  accompanied  with  this  indo. 
lence,  if  it  be  an  intention  at  all,  which  I  doubt }  An  intention,  implying 
desire  and  exertion  to  second  it,  is  of  some  merit ;  but  an  intention 
which  lacks  resolution, — which  wants  the  very  heart  of  purpose, — seems 
nothing  better  than  a  sicicly  wish.  Most  men  wish  well  to  the  world  ; 
but  the  common  fault  is  that  they  withhold  their  exertions,  and  give 
nothing  but  their  wishes.  A  man's  intention  to  attain  an  object  is  to  be 
inferred  from  his  manner  of  setting  on  towards  it.  One  of  our  modern 
travellers  observed  an  Englishman  daily  roaming  about  the  streets  of 
Florence,  in  great  trouble  of  spirits.  After  having  long  remarked  his 
dejected  wanderings  up  and  down,  the  traveller  asked  him  the  cause  of 
his  uneasiness  }  The  man  answered  that  he  was  far  from  England,  and 
had  no  means  of  paying  for  his  conveyance.  ''  Why,"  answered  the 
traveller,  "  if  you  had  walked  towards  Calais,  the  distances  I  have  daily 
seen  you  wandering  about  Florence,  you  would  have  been  there  before 
this  time."  It  could  hardly  be  said  that  this  man  had  the  intention  to 
go  to  England ; — he  had  the  wish,  but  not  the  resolution  and  energy  to 
make  an  intention.  An  intention  implies  the  adoption  of  appropriate 
means ;  and  in  that  important  respect  it  is  admitted,  that  Ministers  fail. 


The  Times  observes — ^'  We  have  asked  the  question  a  hundred  times 
over,  and  still  wait  patiently  for  a  reply :  Suppose  the  Peers  and  the 
Nation  are  in  direct  opposition  to  each  other  upon  a  point  esteemed  of 
high  importance  to  the  People,  which  must  give  way,  the  Nation  or  the 
Peers  ?     There  is  no  getting  over  that  one  argument." 

Is  it  an  argument  ?     It  is  a  glance  at  the  surface  of  the  question. 

If,  as  The  Times  appears  to  think,  the  Peers  should  give  way  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  to  what  end  do  they  possess  their  high  and  irresponsible 
powers  ?  Their  powers  in  this  case  would  be  but  snares  and  stumbling- 
blocks  to  them  ancl  the  nation.  If  they  are  only  to  go  with  the  tide,  why 
not  let  the  tide  run  without  them  }  The  question  is  reduced  to  this : 
Either  the  Peers  are  peculiarly  qualified  (by  some  mysterious  causes  un- 
known  to  us)  for  their  judicial  and  legislative  functions,  or — they  are  not. 
They  are  invested  with  authority  because  of  some  superior  fitness  for  the 
exercise  of  it ;  or  they  are  invested  with  authority  without  any  superior 
fitness  for  the  exercise  of^t.  They  are  legislators  because  their  judgment 
is  more  to  be  depended  on  than  the  judgment  of  the  commonalty;  or 


The  Monthly  Observer.  561 

they  are  legislatorB  though  their  judgment  is  not  more  to  he  depended  on 
than  the  judgment  of  the  commonalty.  One  of  these  positions  must  he 
agreed  to :  if  the  affirmative,  then  it  is  to  he  considered  whether  the  House 
of  superior  wisdom  and  capacity  of  deciding  on  puhlic  affairs  should  defer 
to  the  opinion  of  the  less  qualified  puhlic.  For  what  does  it  hold  its  autho- 
rity, if  not  to  make  the  better  judgment,  or  higher  skill  it  possesses,  pre- 
vail? 

But  if  the  negative  he  asserted,  if  it  he  certain  that  the  Peers  have  no 
superior  qualification,  no  peculiar  fitness  for  the  exercise  of  their  autho- 
rity, then,  the  question  is.  Why  do  they  possess  their  irresponsible 
powers  ?  Why  are  they  permitted  to  retain  their  undeserved  eminence 
in  legislation  ? 

Either  the  Peers  have  that  in  them  which  should  sanction  their 
resolves  even  against  popular  opinion,  or  their  authority  has  no  founda- 
tion in  reason  and  usefulness.    They  deserve  one  of  two  things,— obb- 

DIBNCE  or  ABOUTIOK. 

The  pilot  is  at  the  helm ;  he  holds  a  course  against  the  opinions  of  the 
crew.  The  Times  calls  upon  him  to  perform  his  office  according  to  the 
judgment  of  those  who  have  not  his  office ;  if  he  be  fit  for  his  post  he  is 
entitled  to  implicit  trust ;  if  he  be  not  fit  for  his  post,  the  rational  pro- 
ceeding is  to  remove  him  altogether,  and  not  to  put  the  guide  under 
guidance.  If  the  crew,  down  to  the  cabin-boys  and  swabbers,  can  direct 
him,  no  good  service  is  to  be  had  at  his  hands. 

The  question  is  not,  as  stated  by  The  Times,  whether  the  Lord«  should 
yield  to  the  people,  or  the  people  to  the  Lords,  when  opposed  on  any 
point  deemed  important ;  but  whether  the  hereditary  legislature  is  an 
institution  promotive  of  good  government,  or  compatible  with  good 
government.  It  is  upon  this  comprehensive  question  that  the  country 
will  have  to  decide.  Nothing  can  be  more  idle  than  the  protracted  com- 
plaint that  the  bramble  don't  bear  grapes.  We  know  well  enough  what 
it  bears,  and  it  is  childish  to  continue  to  rail  at  the  fruit :  it  is  time  to 
pass  judgment  on  the  tree. 


In  consequence  of  an  informality  in  administering  the  oaths  to  wit. 
nesses,  about  a  hundred  trials  at  the  Middlesex  Sessions  are  null  and 
void.  It  seems  that  witnesses  going  before  the  Grand  Jury  should  he 
sworn  in  the  presence  of  the  Magistrates  :  (in  many  places  it  is  customary 
to  swear  them  in  a  comer  of  a  Court.)  The  Magistrates  in  such  cases  pay 
no  attention  to  the  ceremony,  and  the  witnesses  pay  no  attention  to  the 
Magistrates ;  yet  there  is  thought  to  be  a  virtue  in  the  Magisterial 
presence ;  or  if  it  be  not  thought  that  there  is  any  virtue  in  the  Magisterial 
presences,  the  practice  has  been  as  if  such  a  thought  were  entertained. 
At  Clerkenwell,  the  first  step  in  innovation  and  irregularity  was  the 
administration  of  the  oath  without  the  presence  of  the  Magistrates ;  but 
the  Magistrates,  though  not  in  the  nasty  close  closet  in  which  witnesses 
were  sworn,  were  in  the  house ;  and  it  was  probably  reasoned  that  this 
degree  of  neighbourhood  gave  the  necessary  force  to  the  oath.  But  the 
beginning  of  change  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water ;  and  lo  !  it  came 
to  pass  that  the  oaths  were  administered  not  only  not  in  the  presence  of 
the  Magistrates,  but  not  under  the  same  roof  with  the  Magistrates ;  and 
then  they  lost  all  force  !  Many  of  the  witnesses  at  the  last  Sessions  were 
sworn  when  the  bench  of  Magistrates  had  adjourned,  and  were  not  in  the 
Session  House.   The  trials,  according  to  the  judges,  were  therefore  void ; 
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for  it  11  potently  believed  that  the  evidenoe  given  under  ftn  infonnail^ 
edminiftered  oath  ii  not  to  be  relied  on.    Engliih  lewyert  most  eappoee 
that  the  evidence  given  upon  an  oath  not  taken  in  the  presenoe  of  a 
Magistrate  murt  differ  from  the  evidence  which  would  have  been  given 
if  the  Magistrates  had  been  in  the  same  chamber^  or  the  same  houae^  in 
which  the  witnesses  were  sworn.     Unless  this  be  potently  believed^  why 
are  the  trials  void  ?     The  witnesses  doubtless  imagine  that  what  they 
stated  after  having  been  sworn  without  the  presence  of  a  Magistrate, 
they  would  have  stated  also  (and  neither  more  nor  less)  if  they  had  been 
sworn  in  the  presence  of  Magistrates !  but  in  this  they  imsgine  a  vain 
thing.    They  don't  know  the  peculiar  force  this  oath  would  have  derived 
from  a  Magisterial  or  judicial  atmosphere !    An  oath  taken  in  a  chamber 
in  any  part  of  which  there  is^  occupied  in  any  way  whatever^  a  BCagis- 
trate  or  Judge  is  a  very  different  thing  in  point  of  force^  from  an  oath 
taken  in  a  chamber  not  having  such  ingredients  to  veracity.    The  writer 
of  this  paper  was  sworn  at  Clerkenwell^  about  two  years  ago^  befoiv 
giving  evidence,  and  the  method  was  this :  he  was  detained  in  a  dark, 
narrow,  unventilated  passage,  till  about  fifty  people  had  collected  to  be 
sworn ;  as,  before  there  was  a  good  lot,  the  officer  did  not  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  set  about  the  business.   At  last  he  entered  a  sort  of  closet, 
and  the  assembled  herd  scrambled  for  precedence,  and  took  the  oath  as 
fast  as  they  conld  gabble.    No  Magistrate  was  present.    The  writer  can- 
not  conceive  that  the  evidence  he  gave  after  this  informal  oath  was  dif- 
ferent from  what  he  would  have  given  had  a  Magistrate  been  within  any 
four  walls  in  which  he  might  have  been  sworn  ;  he  thinks  he  spoke  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth ;  but  yet  it  is  not 
competent  for  him  to  deny  the  effect  of  any  peculiar  virtue  which  may 
exist  in  a  Magisterial  atmosphere  I    As  he  has  not  tried  both  methods  of 
swearing,  he  cannot  negative  the  particular  efficacy  of  the  Magisterial 
presence !    Had  new  trials  been  had  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Middlesex 
Sessions,  it  would  have  been  edifying  to  observe  in  what  degree  the  evi- 
dence  would  have  varied,  in  consequence  of  the  vitiatii^  informality  of 
the  oath.    That  there  must  be  a  variance  in  the  evidence  the  lawyers 
must  believe,  or  why  do  they  hold  the  form  essential  ? 


The  Glob9,  extracting  satisfaction  from  the  Lords'  rejection  of  the 
Bill  for  rendering  Justice  accessible  by  the  establishment  of  Local 
Courts,  says,  "  There  are  in  the  present  state  of  the  administration  of 
justice  in  this  country,  and  in  the  habits  which  have  grown  up  under 
it,  great  advantages ;  some  of  which  we  may  lose  in  realizing  other  bene- 
fits. The  continual  desire  to  compromise  differences, — to  avoid  litigation 
by  concession, — ^the  disposition  to  exercise  the  rights  of  property  leniently, 
and,  above  all,  to  trust  in  ordinary  and  trivial  transactions  rather  to  the 
character  and  honour  of  individuals  than  to  legal  remedies-^these  habits, 
which  appear  to  us  to  exist  in  an  eminent  degree  in  England,  contribute 
to  the  smoothness  of  all  transactions,  and  to  the  contfort  and  tranquillity 
of  the  people  ;  and  they  are  probably,  in  some  degree,  connected  with  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  been  opposed  to  the  resort  to  Justice  or  law.  By  the 
united  force  of  law  and  morals,  a  high  degree  of  security  for  property, 
a  high  degree  of  respect  for  all  ascertained  rights,  a  high  degree  of  inv- 
munity  from  personal  injury*-in  fact,  many  of  the  chief  ends  and  advaa^ 
tages  of  law,  are  actuaJly  attained  and  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  tbif 
country,  with  a  smaU  expenditure  of  trouble  and  expense  on  the  aggregate 
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mM»  of  Utigation."    If  the  defects  of  law^  in  the  opinion  of  thd  Gkhe, 
work  80  much  good  to  society,  the  perfection  would  be  to  dispense  with 
it  altogether.    Indeed,  according  to  the  Qlohej^hxX  we  call  DEFSora 
should  be  called  merits;  and  Magna  Charta  amended  should  declare.  To 
none  shall  Justice  be  sold  or  denied^  unless  to  the  poor.    There  is  a  de- 
sire to  compromise  differences— to  avoid  litigation  by  concession,  because 
there  is  vast  trouble,  and  vaet  expense  in  appealing  to  justice,  and  vast 
uncertainty  about  obtaining  it.    With  the  best  case^  no  one  is  secure 
against  the  quirks  of  law  and  the  caprices  of  jurors :  no  one  can  promise 
himself  success.    No  lawyer,  who  has  a  character  to  maintain^  will  answ  er 
for  the  issue  of  any  suit,  however  clear  the  merits  may  appear  to  be. 
People  are  thus  deterred  from  seeking  redress :  but  are  not  others  en- 
couraged by  these  very  considerations  to  commit  wrongs  ?     It  is  looking 
only  at  one  side  of  the  effect  to  confine  the  view  to  the  amiable  patience 
of  the  sufferers  ;  the  impunity  which  makes  knaves  enterprising  is  also 
to  be  taken  into  account.    The  difficulties  of  the  law,  to  which  the  Globe 
traces  such  curious  advantages,  are  the  encouragements  to  knavery. 
There  are  few  states  of  being  for  which  'something  may  not  be  said :  the 
habits  of  the  desert  have  their  advocates,  and  the  barbarism  of  the  law  has 
an  eubgist  in  the  Globe.    The  journalist  should  observe  that  Ireland  is  in 
advance  of  England  in  the  obstruction  of  justice  he  so  much  admires ;  and 
yet  there  is  not  discernible  any  desire  to  emulate  her  freedom  from  the  re- 
straints of  justice.  Thus  we  see  that,  when  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  law 
are  pushed  a  few  degrees  beyond  our  stage,  the  effects  are  not  enviable. 
As  for  the  *^  high  degree  of  security  for  property,  the  high  degree  0/ 
reject  for  all  ascertained  rights,  the  high  degree  of  immunity  from  per- 
sonal injury,"  how  is  it  that  these  various  high  degrees  co-exist  with  the 
highest  degree  of  crime,  the  highest  degree  of  knavery,  and  the  highest 
degree  of  gallows,  in  the  civilized  world  ?    Our  rogues,  who  make  a  po- 
pulation of  themselves,  and  out>number  the  rogues  of  any  other  nation 
of  Europe,  as  mudi  as  they  exceed  all  others  in  skill, — which  is,  indeed, 
the  consequence  of  this  great  practice,— -«re  the  children  of  the  defects 
of  the  law. 

We  hsve  heard  a  great  ^eal  of  virtuous  indignation  expressed  against 
perso  ns  who  have  recommended  the  people  not  to  pay  taxes ;  but  what 
should  be  said  of  a  journalist  who  recommends  the  great  to  deny  justice 
to  the  poor  ?  If  any  persuasions  should  be  matter  of  prosecution, 
surely,  persuasions  of  this  class  should  be  of  the  number.  But  there  is* 
no  libel  law  for  the  people — there  is  no  libel  law  punishing  those  who* 
instigate  power  to  the  greatest  wrongs  against  them.  Certain  I  am  of 
this,  that  if  justice  be  systematically  denied  to  the  poor,  they  are  dis- 
charged from  all  obligations  to  the  state:  The  arguments  employed  by 
the  Lords  against  Local  Courts,  are  insinuated  in  the  cunning  GMe ; 
and  most  malignant  is  the  tendency  of  them. 


In  Alison's  History  of  the  French  Revolution,  it  is  remarked,  that  in 
a  system  of  Universal  Sufirage,  the  contests  of  mankind  are  reduced  to 
a  mere  calculation  of  numbers,  and  the  vote  of  a  Napoleon  or  Newton 
has  no  more  wei^t  than  that  of  an  ignorant  mechanic  This  position  in- 
dicstetf  a  very  superficial  view  of  the  matter;  but  it  is  nnneceesary  to 
show  the  Q^aUowness  of  it,  for  the  authov  is  contradicted  by  hie  ewn  in* 
stance  in  the  turn  of  a  leaf.  In  VoL  L  p^  9n%  I  find  the  doctrine  J> 
have  quoted,  and  in  p.  5275,  in  observation  on  the  royalists  at  Coblents, 
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it  18  said  that  "  the  young  and  presum^^taous  nobUity,  possessing'  no 
estimable  quality  but  their  valour^  were  altogether  unfit  to  cope  with  tke 
moral  energy  and  prckctical  talent,  which  arose  among  the  middlings  orders 
of  France." — How  did  they  arise^  if  an  equality  of  rights  makes  a  Na* 
poleon  or  a  Newton  of  no  more  weight  than  an  ignorant  mechaaic? 
But  Republicanism  levels  the  arbitrary  distinctions ;  Aristocracy  levels 
the  great  spirits^  or  rather  confounds  them  with  the  vulgar  great^  or  the 
vulgar  little,  in  whichever  class  they  may  be  found.  Aristocracy^  below 
its  own  exaltation,  is  a  leveller ;  and  the  things  it  holds  level  and  ob. 
scure  under  its  cold  shade  are  the  virtues. 


Effects  op  an  Earthquake.^To  convey  an  idea  of  the  violence  of 
the  earthquake  at  Mansfield,  the  reporter  says,  that  "  two  or  three  wo- 
men  were  so  alarmed  as  to  faint  away."  What  a  tribbte  to  the  terrors 
of  an  earthquake ! 


Lying  Trades. — The  Lord  Mayor  having  remarked  to  a  Jew,  that 
the  '^  general  dealing"  in  his  trade  was  calculated  to  deprave  the  moral 
character,  as  it  introduced  a  system  of  lying  and  fraud ;  the  man 
shrewdly  observed,  that  '^  there  were  professions  which  acquired  for 
their  honourable  supporters  considerable  emoluments  by  lies."  Of 
course,  he  did  liot  mean  the  law< 


It  is  to  be  observed  that  certain  Radicals,  who  are  disposed  to  coalesce 
with  the  Tories,  and  to  uphold  the  House  of  Lords,  because  it  is  opposed 
to  the  Ministry,  are  the  very  men  who  were  the  most  eager  partisans  of 
the  AVhig  Ministry,  and  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  first 
criticisms   on   the   truckling,  compromising   policy  of  Ministers  from 
having  effect.    When  others  were  pointing  out  the  fatal  course  upon 
which  Ministers  were  entering,  these  men  deprecated  censures  and  sus- 
picions, canvassed  for  praise  and  encouragement.     W^hen  timely  warning 
might  have  checked  the  false  career  of  Ministers,  they  drowned  the 
voice  of  warning  in  clamours  of  confidence  and  approbation.     Their 
enmity  is  now  as  wild  and  indiscriminate  as  was  their  friendship ;  and 
they  are  the  loudest  railers  against  the  faults  which  they  protected  front 
censure,  when   censure   might  have   availed  to   nip  them  in   the  bud. 
The  thief  at  the  gallows  who  bit  off  his  mother's  ear,  spoke  the  rebuke 
which  applies  to  these  persons  who  have  so  miserably  failed  either  in 
sagacity  or  in  duty.  Let  them  be  marked  by  the  sounder-thinking  Radicals, 
and  their  judgments  valued  with  reference  to  the  exhibitions  of  them  in 
1833.    They  seem  to  be  men  wanting  the  mind's  eye,  incapable  of  dis- 
tinctions, and  ready  to  hug  one  evil  because  it  conflicts  with  another. 
Because  the  Whigs  are  bad,  the  Hereditary  Legislature  which  opposes 
them  is  good,  and  finds  favour  in  the  sight  of  these  sages*     ''  It  does  not 
follow,"  says  Bacon,  ''  that  the  privation  of  an  evil  is  a  good ;"  and  he 
illustrates  by  JEsop's  fable  of  the  old  man,  who  called  on  Death  to  relieve 
him  from  his  bundle  of  sticks,  (such  another  imposition  as  our  Ministry  :) 
but  when  Death  came,  the  old  man  liked  the  look  of  him  so  ill,  that  he 
told  him  he  had  only  called  upon  him  to  put  the  load  which  he  had 
thrown  down,  upon  his  shoulders  again.     The  persons  to  whom  our 
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remai^ks  pointy  calling  themselves  Radicals^  and  doing  no  honour  to  the 
name  by  their  method  of  wearing  it,  omit  to  observe,  as  Bacon  says 
that,  because  the  sticks  were  bad.  Death  who  would  release  from  the 
burden  of  them  was  not  good. 

The  Lords  are  the  interested  and  inveterate  enemies  of  reform  and 
improvement^  with  them  lies  the  main  contest.  The  quarrel  with  the 
Ministry  is  merely  a  detached  part  of  the  same  battle.  It  is  with  the 
Aristocracy  that  the  grand  conflict  lies,  and  the  main  phalanx  is  the 
Hereditary  Legislature. 


We  never  hear  the  danger  of  increased  patronage  urged  by  a  Tory 
but  we  know  that  some  object  useful  to  the  people  is  to  be  defeated. 
Let  there  be  a  question  of  raising  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  with  its 
Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Cornets, 
Paymaster^  Adjutant,  Surgeon,  Assistant-Surgeon,  Veterinary  Surgeon, 
and  Quarter-Master ;  all  these  officers,  averaging  in  pay  and  allowances 
from  three  to  four  hundred  a-year  each  ;  and  we  never  hear  of  the 
danger  of  conferring  on  Lord  Hill  the  disposal  of  so  many  valuable 
appointments.  But  let  there  be  a  question  of  improving  the  judicial 
establishments  of  the  country,  and  every  patrician  plunderer  of  the 
public  purse  becomes  an  economist.  This  is  quite  natural ;  they  cannot 
see  the  use  of  any  establishment  in  which  they  and  their  families  are  not 
directly  to  participate.  A  cornetcy  for  Lord  Charles,  or  a  paymaster- 
ship  for  the  Steward's  son,  are  present  goods  of  which  they  can  estimate 
the  value ;  but  the  equal  administration  of  justice  is  a  benefit  of  which 
they  have  not  the  means  or  inclination  of  forming  an  estimate.  None 
of  the  idlers  of  their  house  are  likely  to  have  attained  the  professional 
eminence  which  would  justify  their  appointment  to  the  bench,  or  to 
possess  the  requisite  diligence  for  the  inferior  offices.  The  organ  of 
the  aristocracy,  "  the  Morning  Post,"  is  clamorous  against  the  Chancel- 
lor on  the  ground  of  his  grasping  patronage  for  political  purposes;  and> 
in  an  article  replete  with  wilful  falsehood,  or  the  grossest  ignorance, 
cites  the  Bankruptcy  Court  Act  in  defence  of  its  accusation.  Of  the 
judges  and  commissioners,*  only  one,  the  late  Sir  Albert  Pell,  had  ever 
been  publicly  conspicuous  in  politics ;  not  one,  we  believe,  had  ever  sat 
in  Parliament ;  only  one  had  powerful  political  connexions,  and  that 
connexion  was  Tory.  Could  Lord  Eldon,  can  Lord  Lyndhurst,  boast 
of  equal  impartiality.^  How  many  Whigs  can  we  find  on  the  bench 
— ^how  many  in  the  Master's  Office— in  their  time }  Sir  Albert  Pell 
had  stood  at  the  head  of  his  Court,  and  in  the  lead  of  his  Circuit, 
for  years :  how  many  judges  from  his  own  Court  and  Circuit  were  made 
over  his  head,  on  little  other  grounds  than  that  '^  mediocrity  and  sub-, 
serviency"  which  are  said  to  have  been  the  titles  to  Lord  Eldon's  fa* 
vour  }  Who  were  the  marked  objects  of  Lord  Lyndhurst's  patronage  ? 
did  a  vote  for  Cambridge,  did  electioneering  activity,  go  for  nothing .?  yet 
it  was  for  Lord  Lyndhurst's  disposal,  and  it  was  while  Lord  Lyndhurst 
was  in  power,  that  Harry  Brougham,  the  Reformer,  first  drew  his  Local 
Courts'  Bill.      Lord  Lyndhurst  himself  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 


*  We  do  not  believe  that  more  than  one  of  tUe  Registrars  had  been  conspicuous  in 
politics,  and  that  principally  professionally,  as  an  election  agent.  The  eighteen  offi- 
cial assignees  were  elected  by  a  committer  most  impartially  appointed,  as  the  Chan- 
cellor showed  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  we  happen  to  know,  that  several  candi- 
dates, who  calculated  on  his  personal  fitvour  or  influence,  were  thrown  out 
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Sxdieqver^  iiMdt  on  hi^  the  lirliif  proof  of  tko  CluuMeUor'o  pojititai 
bias  in  the  diiposal  of  hii  patronage.  To  support  the  position  of  the 
Post,  we  must  imagine  that  the  Chancellor  ha4  annihilated  time,  ipaee, 
and  oireumttance,  and  had  given  office  to  John  Singleton  Copely,  who 
wore  the  laurel  in  triumph  for  the  eeoape  of  Napoleon  from  Elba.  For  ku 
polities  (bating  a  little  of  their  ultra^iadical^  of  their  trana^tlaatic  ok. 
traragance,)  Harry  Brougham  may  have  been  suppoeed  to  feel  some 
S3rmpathy ;  but  for  Lord  Castlereagh's  Lord  Lyndhurst  (whatever  might 
have  been  his  hitherto  disappointed  calculations  of  versatility)  he  could 
have  no  fellow-feeling.  We  may  say  that  the  Chancellor  has  misapplied 
his  patronage,  for  he  has  bestowed  it  on  the  enemies  of  his  projects  ;  but 
Lord  Lyndhurst  should  be  silent,  were  it  but  for  gratitude  ;  Lord  ffldon, 
for  very  shame  at  the  disposal  of  his  own ;  and  Lord  Ellenboronghy  in 
respect  of  his  sinecure  clerkship  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 


A  8BRVICE  OF  POLICE. 


Tbb  new  police  force,  which,  there  is  some  reason  to  suspect,  is 
about  to  become  a  '^  national  force,"  and,  little  by  little,  as  sly  oppor. 
tunity  will  admit,  to  be   spread  over  the  kingdom  for  the   special 
bMtoof  of  grumbling  people,  what  time  they  may  kick  against  the 
domination  of  their  betters,  are  often  called  into  action  on  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  and  by  extraordinary  powers.     Every  rate-payer  in 
the  metropolitan  parishes  knows,  to  his  sorrow,  that  he  pays  just  now  a 
eostly  price  for  protection  against  the  aggression  of  wicked  people  called 
thieves  and  murderers;  unfortunately  he  knows  another  thing:   that 
whilst  his  house  is  being  robbed,  the  parish  police  are  away  in  the 
suburbs,  hard  at  work  with  their  truncheons,  among  a  herd  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  whom  Saint-Monday  may  have  haply  brought 
together.    Two  or  three  weeks  ago  a  flunkey  of  the  Marquis  of  London- 
deny  was  charged  at  the  Police  Office  with  having  done  the  indignant, 
at  a  fdte  given  by  that  talented  nobleman  the  previous  night.    It  ap^ 
peered  that  Lord  Londonderry  had  ordered  and  obtained  "  a  service  of 
the  new  police."    We  forget  the  exact  number  constituting  the  "  ser- 
vice ;"  but  a  good  many,  in  order  to  keep  in  order  the  domestics  of  the 
Order  attending  the  entertainment.  John  Flunkey  aforesaid,  in  common 
with  his  brethren,  felt  bitterly  aggrieved  at  this  impertinent  introduc- 
tion ;  and  taking  up  the  cudgels  in  his  own  and  their  behalf,  broke,  at 
one  blow,  a  policeman's  head,  and  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  Lord  the 
King ;  for  which  he  was  not  only  kicked  out  of  the  Marquis's  service  by 
tiie  Marquis,  but  was  sent  to  kick  his  heels  at  Brixton  tread-mill  for  a 
brief  space,  by  the  magistrate.    Now  why  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry 
should  be  supplied  with  a  body  of  new  policemen  taken  from  the  per- 
fbnnance  of  their  ordinary  duty,  to  do  his  especial  bidding,  we  cannot 
understand*    They  may  have  received  from  his  Lorikhip  a  little  douceur 
for  their  extraordinary  duty>  or  they  may  have  not ;  but  it  is  quite 
clear  that  no  abatement  in  the  parish  police-rate  will  be  made,  and  no 
account  has  reached  us,  that  the  streets  of  the  parish  from  which  ttus 
'*  service  of  police"  was  abstracted,  received  any  guardianship  by  deputy 
during  its  absence. 
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li  It  her  nattirc.  or-is  it  her  will. 
To  be  80  cnitfl  to  an  humbled  foe  ? 

fiPBNCBM. 

ApftiL  17,  182-. — Were  I  a  writer  of  fiction,  I  should  not,  assuredly,  be 
tempted  to  seek  for  materials  in  tbe  distance  of  past  time,  or  amidst  the 
fragments  of  obsolete  chronicles.  My  own  observation  of  life,  short  and 
scanty  as  it  may  have  been,  would  supply  me  with  matter  as  singular 
and  perhaps  as  moving  as  any  that  I  have  met  with  in  romances.  The 
history,  of  which  I  have  just  witnessed  the  conclusion,  is  but  one  amongst 
many  instances  that  might  be  set  down.  And  although,  writing  chiefly 
for  the  preservation  of  facts,  I  confine  myself  to  a  bare  and  unadorned 
narratiye,  it  may  happen  to  fall  at  some  future  period  into  the  hands 
of  one  possessed  of  the  skill  to  fill  up  and  display  an  outline  which 
would  form  no  indifferent  subject  for  a  touching  picture  of  human  acci^^ 
dent  and  passion. 

I  was  ascending  last  night  about  eight,  to  the  room  which  I  occupy  in 
'  's  Hotel,  during  my  stay  in  town,   A  waiter  was  going  up  before 

me  with  candles;  he  turned  into  a  room  on  the  first  landing,  just  as  I 
had  passed  the  door,  and  in  an  instant  hurried  out  again,  looking  iet* 
ribly  frightened.  "  My  God,  Sir,"  he  exclaimed,  *'  here  is  Mr.  Irwin> 
either  dead  or  in  a  fit  1"  '*  Send  instantly  for  a  surgeon,"  I  implied ; 
''  the  gentleman  is  a  friend  of  mine ;  I  will  remain  with  him  Until  as- 
sistance coraest"  I  knew  that  Irwin  was  in  town,  but  had  not  been- 
aware  that  he  was  staying  in  the  same  hotel  with  me.  On  entering  his 
apartment,  I  found  that  he  was  gone,  beyond  the  reach  of  human  skilU- 
He  was  reclining  against  the  mantelpiece,  having  apparently  leaned* 
back  from  the  table  where  he  had  been  writing,  and  expired  in  an  in. 
stant.  His  face,  although  emaeiated>  was  flushed  to  a  dark  purple,  his-' 
eyes  wide  open,  and  the  lips  drawn  Arom  the  set  teeth,  with  an  e^resl 
sion  of  sudden  anguish.  In  his  hand,  which  rested  on  the  tafble,  the  pen 
was  still  firmly  held — ^but  the  ink  was  quite  dry ; — he  had  evidently  been 
dead  for  an  hour  at  least.  I  glanced  at  the  paper  before  him; — ^the 
first  word  I  saw  was  my  own  name.  He  had  died  in  the  act  of  writing 
a  note  to  me.    It  ran  as  follows  :— 

''  Dear  V , — I  presume  once  more,  upon  the  strength  of  out  old 

acquaintance,  to  entreat  that  you  will  aid  me  in  the  attempt  to  obtaid, 
if  it  be  for  the  last  time,  an  interview,  or  even  a  communication  by  let- 
ter, with  your  Mend^    You  possess  her  entire  confidence^  and  can,  I  am- 
persuaded,  assist  me.     I  have  only  now  learned  that  you  are  staying 

here :  wHi  you  favour  me  with  half  an  hour  of  your  leisure  when" 

here  the  hand  of  the  writer  had  been  arrested. 

I  pass  over  the  close  of  this  unexpected  scene.  The  physician  pro- 
iiounced  his  death  to  have  been  caused  by  apoplexy;  the  work>  as  it  would 
seem,  of  some  violent  excitement  upon  a  weak  frame.  This  supposition 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  preceding  his  decease,  which  I 
Eihall  now  relate,  tended  to  confirm » 

Irwin  died  in  his  thirty-ninth  year.  He  had  considerable  possessions, 
and  waa  weU-born  :  his  disposition  was  passionate,  yet  reserved ;  from 
boyhood  he  had  been  a  jealous  an<^  solitary  being,  craving,  yet  seeming 
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to  shun  the  communion  and  sympathy  of  others.  His  feelings  were  sen- 
sitive to  a  morbid  degree^  governed  by  caprice  and  impulse,  yet  singular 
in  retaining  with  pertinacity  the  impressions  thus  lightly  created.  He 
had  no  other  constancy  of  purpose ;  and  his  intellect,  which  had  other- 
wise been  clear  and  strong,  partook  of  this  unsettled  character.  Such 
natures  appear  as  if  Fate  had  marked  them  for  victims  to  mishap  or 
melancholy. 

After  leaving  Oxford,  where  I  first  became  acquainted  with  him,  he 
spent  a  few  years  on  the  Continent,  in  alternate  dissipation  and  study. 
An  impatience  of  constraint  had  deterred  him  from  embracing  any  pro- 
fession, and  his  income  rendered  it  unnecessary.  Thus,  he  lived  with, 
out  aim  ;  and  returned  to  England,  rather  from  weariness  and  want  of 
interest  in  what  he  left,  than  from  any  wish  that  recalled  him  to  hia 
native  country.  Here  he  found  himself  a  stranger :  his  only  surviving 
relation,  a  sister,  was  with  her  husband  in  Canada ;  and  he  was  not  of  a 
nature  which  easily  admits  of  new  acquaintances. 

The  reserve  of  English  society  seemed  additionally  r^ulsive,  when 
contrasted  with  the  easier  intercourse  of  French  and  German  circles. 
He  was  attracted  by  the  beauty  of  his  countrywomen,  but  their  morgue 
kept  him  at  a  distance.  As  he  might  be  termed  a  "  good  match,"  there 
wtire  not  wanting  opportunities  to  approach  them  nearer ;  but  he  was 
sufficiently  acute  to  interpret,  and  too  proud  to  accept  the  invitations 
which  were  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  calculating  interest.  In  short,  he 
lived  unsociable  and  discontented ;  rarely  mingling  with  society,  yet 
longing  for  some  object  to  care  for  or  to  love. 

In  leaving  or  returning  to  his  lodgings,  he  always  chose  the  route  thiough 
Park  Street,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  again  the  beautiful  girl  whom  he  had 
once  observed  at  the  window  of  No.  .    Nor  was  he  often  disap- 

pointed ;  for  at  certain  hours  she  was  rarely  absent  from  her  wonted 
B^at ;  he  would  now  linger  as  he  passed,  and  gaze  upon  the  fair  inhabi- 
tant with  an  earnestness  which  she  must  ere  long  have  remarked.  Hia 
solitary  life  and  fanciful  mood  can  alone,  perhaps,  explain  the  reason 
why  he  should  begin  to  dream  of  this  beauty  alone,  amidst  all  the  love- 
liness around  him;  or  account  for  the  nervous  sensation  which  came 
over  him  on  approaching  the  house,  and  the  feeling  of  chagrin  with 
which  he  returned  home  on  those  days  when  she  was  invisible.  But  the 
face  and  form  of  Ellen  Gower  were  not  easily  forgotten  by  any  one  who 
had  once  seen  them. 

She  was  the  only  child  of  a  widowed  naval  officer,  whose  means  were 
limited,  and  whose  broken  health  rendered  retirement  necessary.  At 
this  period,  she  was  a  very  lovely  girl  of  seventeen ;  in  appearance,  as 
well  as  character,  womanly  beyond  her  age.  Her  beauty  I  cannot  de- 
scribe ;  for  it  chiefly  resided  in  a  peculiar  sweetness  and  brightness  of 
expression,  which  is,  of  all  things,  most  exquisite,  yet  most  difficult  to 
pourtray  in  words  or  by  the  pencil.  In  character,  she  was  ardent  and 
sensitive ;  seclusion  had  tended  to  quicken  a  lively  imagination  which, 
since  the  loss  of  her  mother,  had  been  left,  in  a  great  measure,  to  its  own 
guidance.  She  was  susceptible  of  deep  and  lasting  impressions,  and  of 
an  open  loving  disposition  ;  alternately  her  father's  pet  and  nurse ;  and 
her  temperament,  no  less  than  her  position,  combined  to  produce  a  cha- 
racter at  once  marked  and  feminine;  winning,  though  a  little  wilful;  and 
extremely  susceptible  of  the  Amotions  awakened  by  anything  exciting 
or  singular. 

As  Irwin  was  a  handsome  man,  it  is  not  strange  that  Ellen,  who  soon 


The  History  of  Irwin,  569 

ddtoeted  the  peculiarity  of  his  attention,  learned,  to  regard,  with  cu- 
riosity at  least,  his  frequent  appearance,  and,  in  process  of  tima,  to  ex- 
pect it  as  a  pleasant  incident  in  her  monotonous  day.  It  had  now 
become  a  constant  occurrence  ;  for  which,  unconsciously  perhaps,  she 
used  to  prepare  some  of  those  graceful  little  coquetries  in 'costume  or 
attitude,  which  the  most  reserved  woman  rarely  faib  to  practise,  when 
aware  that  she  is  the  object  of  admiration. 

This  constant  interchange  of  looks,  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
might  have  passed  as  lightly  as  it  came,  soon  awakened  on  both  sides  an 
interest  exceeding  that  of  mere  curiosity.  In  sunnier  lands  such  effects 
are  not  oncommom  ;  and  in  this  instance,  temperament  and  position  pro. 
duced  a  result  which  so  slight  a  matter  rarely  creates  in  our  colder  re. 
gions.  In  a  word,  Irwin  fell  in  love;  ancl  his  recluse  habits,  which 
allowed  his  fanciful  disposition  ample  and  undisturbed  leisure  to  brood 
upon  the  visions  awakened  by  imagination,  fostered  the  welcome  excite- 
ment. To  become  acquainted  with  the  incognita  was,  of  course,  his  first 
wish ;  but  the  inquiries  which  he  assiduously  made,  produced  little  en- 
couragement to  his  hopes.  She  never  visited,  and  none  of  her  friends 
were  known  to  him:  her  name,  and  the  profession  of  her  father,  was 
all^that  he  could  discover.  He  was  not  a  man  to  hazard  any  of  those 
equivocal  attempts  at  self-introduction,  which,  in  English  society,  re- 
quire no  small  share  of  audacity ;  and  all  that  his  eye-service  gained' 
was  an  occasional  glance  in  return*  which  gradually  became  more  amica- 
ble, until,  at  length,  it  seemed  on  the  verge  of  answering  with  a  smile. 
Once  or  twice,  indeed,  they  met  in  the  street ;  on  which  occasions  each 
appeared  half-expectant  of  a  word  or  greeting,  and  each  was  too  timid 
to  make  the  first  advance.  This  had  been  the  lover's  part ;  but  Irwin 
was  a  shy  man,  and  his  feelings  towards  the  beautiful  unknown  had 
already  reached  the  point  at  which  the  idea  of  attempting  anything 
which  might  be  deemed  an  insult,  became  intolerable.  The  last  time 
they  met  in  this  manner,  he  involuntarily  bowed,  half-raising  his  hat ;  and 
was  answered  by  a  look  on  which  one  more  adventurous  than  himself 
might  have  found  courage  to  speak.  For  an  instant  he  stood  irresolute : 
it  was  too  late — the  lady  and  the  opportunity  were  past.  In  such  deli- 
cate conjunctures  hesitation  is  irretrievable. 

On  Ellen's  side,  the  feeling,  if  less  clearly  understood,  was  as  far  from 
indifierenee  as  Irwin's.  The  chords  of  her  fond  and  excitable  nature  had 
been  moved  into  full  vibration ;  there  needed  but  a  master-touch  to  pro- 
duce the  sweet  music  of  love.  A  moment's  interview  would  have  united 
the  two  hearts  for  ever. 

Thus  passed  the  spring.  It  was  towards  the  end  of  May  that  Irwin 
missed  his  idol  from  her  accustomed  place  once  and  again,  and  returned, 
home  to  spend  the  day  in  discontent.  A  third  time  he  passed  ,*  there 
were  workmen  in  the  room  taking  down  the  furniture ;  his  impatience 
prevailed,  and  on  inquiring  at  the  house,  he  was  informed  that  Captain 
Gower  had  given  up  his  residence  and  left  town,  but  whither  was  not 
known. 

It  was  now,  perhaps,  for  the  first  time,  that  Irwin,  became  fully  aware 
how  far  his  affection  was  engaged  to  one  whose  voice  even  was  still  un- 
known to  him.  His  ingenuity  was  exhausted  in  endeavours  to  detect  the 
place  of  her  retreat ;  the  sum  of  his  discovery  was,  that  her  father  and 
herself  had  departed  in  a  private  carria^  not  their  own.  On  inquiring 
at  the  Admiralty,  he  found  that  Captain  Gower  had  given  up  his  commis. 
sion ;  bo  that  no  information  could  be  gained  from  thence  ;  all  attempts 
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to  trace  the  travellers^  in  ehort^  proved  fruitless.  The  summer  he  spent 
in  visiting  different  watering-places ;  tlie  ensuing  winter  in  rambling 
through  almost  every  street  in  the  west  end  ;  both  alike  without  success. 
His  prepossession^  instead  of  yielding,  appeared  to  gain  stubbornness 
from  disappointment:  he  took  a  strange  delight  in  brooding  over  an 
impression  which  a  busier  or  a  less  fanciful  man  would  soon  have  cast 
aside  as  a  folly :  and  it  survived  as  freshly  as  at  firsts  when,  two  years 
afterwards,  he  accepted  my  invitation  to  pass  a  day  or  two  at  the  Beeches, 
on  his  way  to  Harrogate.  We  had  casually  met  in  town,  after  a  long 
interval,  during  which,  of  course,  I  had  known  little  of  his  proceedings. 
With  Captain  Gower  I  had  long  been  intimate  as  a  family  connexion, 
and  he  had  become  my  neighbour  on  leaving  London. 

Ellen  was  a  great  pet  of  my  wife's,  and  replied  with  almost  sisterly 
affection  to  the  love  which  her  sweet  and  joyous  temper  had  thoroughly 
won.  On  one  subject,  however,  my  Isabel  had  failed  in  obtaining  her 
confidence.  Shortly  after  Captain  Gower 's  arrival  at  Enbum,  Mr. 
Ravely,  a  young  gentleman  of  wealth  and  character,  captivated  by  Ellen's 
beauty,  had  offered  himself  as  a  suitor  for  her  hand.  The  proposal  was 
highly  acceptable  to  her  father,  and  the  parti  in  every  way  unexceptionable  ; 
nor  was  the  lover  a  man  unlikely  to  succeed  with  the  gentle  sex,  being 
cultivated  and  agreeable;  yet  she  persisted  in  declining  Ravely *s  atten- 
tions, with  a  pertinacity,  which,  as  no  rival  appeared,  seemed  not  a  little 
singular.  Her  only  reply,  when  urged  upon  this  topic,  was  the  plea  of 
indifference ;  yet  my  wife  suspected  another  cause,  which  alone  could 
explain  her  insensibility.  However,  as  Ellen  remained  silent,  and  no- 
thing occurred  to  confirm  the  suspicion,  her  friend  was  induced  to  r^ard 
her  conduct  as  the  offspring  of  girlish  caprice;  and  it  was  her  persuasions, 
I  believe,  which  at  last  won  her  to  receive  Ravely  as  an  admirer,  after 
nearly  two  years  of  hopeless  suit.  His  reception,  it  is  true,  was  not  of 
the  kind  most  flattering  to  a  lover ;  and  it  was  easy  to  those  who  knew 
Ellen's  character,  to  see  that  it  was  not  thus  a  heart  like  hers  would  love. 
Ravely  was,  however,  delighted  with  his  success;  there  was  no  excuse 
for  ftirther  delay ;  and  it  so  happened  that  Irwin  arrived  at  my  house 
on  the  day  when  a  large  party  were  assembled  there  at  a  dinner  and  ball 
in  honour  of  the  betrothed  pair,  who  were  to  be  married  a  fortnight  after- 
wards. 

He  was  too  late  to  join  us  at  table,  and  thus  was  not  introduced  to  any 
of  the  company  until  he  entered  the  room  where  dancing  had  already 
begun.  A  set  was  just  over.  He  carelessly  perused  the  various  grt)ups, 
until  one  figure  met  his  eye,  and  he  started  as  if  awakened  from  a 
dream.  He  turned  to  my  wife,  and  eagerly  requested  an  introduction 
to  the  young  lady  who  had  just  sat  down.  It  was  the  fiancee.  As  she 
was  unquestionably  the  flower  of  the  evening,  his  animation  appeared . 
quite  natural ;  and  the  ceremony  of  a  moment  put  Irwin,  who  had  re- 
cognised  Ellen  at  a  glance,  in  possession  of  the  opportunity  which  he 
had  so  long  coveted. 

Isabel's  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  couple  by  Ravely,  whose 
jealous  eye  had  remarked  something  in  Irwin's  manner,  upon  being 
presented,  which  did  not  altogether  please  him.  She  observed  with 
surprise  that  Ellen,  who  was  extremely  fond  of  dancing,  had  retired, 
after  the  first  set,  to  a  sofa  at  the  further  end  of  the  saloon,  where  she 
appeared  to  be  listening  with  Seep  emotion  to  the  cavalier  who  had 
placed  himself  at  her  side. 

The   interview   had,    indeed,    proved   profoundly    exciting   to   both. 
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During  the  quadrille^  Irwin  captiously  and  timidly  attempted  to  dis- 
cover if  £llen  remembered  him  ;  and  perceived^  upon  approaching  the 
subject^  from  her  blushes  and  her  conscious  manner^  that  he  was  not 
forgotten.  Further  encouraged  by  the  permission  to  conduct  her  to  a 
seatj  where  he  could  address  her  with  less  danger  of  being  overheard, 
and  animated  by  delight,  he  forgot  his  wonted  reserve,  and  gave  full 
utterance  to  his  feelings  of  joy  and  admiration.  lie  recounted  bis  earlier 
emotion  on  first  seeing  her — ^his  hopes — his  love— *and  his  long  dis- 
appointment— with  all  the  eloquence  of  a  long-treasured  passion.  Poor 
Ellen,  whose  varying  colour  and  quick  breathing  betrayed  her  agitation, 
was  fur  a  while  unable  to  arrest  the  utterance  of  a  suit  but  too  pleasing, 
alas !  to  her  ear.  She  was  overcome  by  the  suddenness  of  the  appeal, 
and  softened  by  the  warm  expression  of  feelings  to  which  her  own 
secretly  vibrated.  She  recovered  self-possession  at  last,  and  expressed 
her  displeasure  at  the  liberty  which  a  stranger  took  in  employing  such 
language,  after  an  acquaintance  of  half  an  hour.  But  her  voice  trembled 
as  she  spoke,  and  her  manner  had  more  of  regret  than  of  resentment. 

'^  You  cannot  repel  me  thus,"  Irwin  replied ;  '^  it  is,  indeed,  but  an 
instant  since  I  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  first  hearing  your  voice, — ^but 
your  eyes,  into  which  I  have  gazed  how  often  !  they  tell  me  we  are  not 
such  strangers !  You  are  too  gentle,  you  have  too  much  heart,  to  cast 
me  back  upon  a  mere  ceremony.  Oh  !  if  you  knew  how  ever-present 
you  have  been  to  my  thoughts  since  I  lost  sight  of  you,  you  could  not 
silence  me  so  coldly !" 

£llen  was  troubled  beyond  measure.  Her  heart  was  no  longer  at  her 
own  disposal.  It  was  hard  to  be  accused  of  a  severity  which  cost  her  so 
dear ;  and  how  could  she  with  delicacy  acquaint  Irwin  with  her  position 
as  the  betrothed  of  another  ? 

''  I  pray,  I  entreat  you  to  forbear.  Your  language  alarms  and  dis- 
tresses me.    Indeed,  I  cannot  listen  to  it." 

''  Will  you  answer  me  one  question  P"  She  was  silent,  and  hung  down 
her  head,  colouring  deeply. 

»"  Had  this  happiness  befallen  me  two  years  since,  instead  of  now, 
would  you  have  replied  thus  ?" 

This  home  question  left  the  poor  girl  but  one  retreat. — She  answered, 
with  an  air  of  resentment,-— 

•'  This  is  presuming  too  far.  Sir, — I  know  not  by  what  right  you  urge 
me  in  this  manner ;  and  I  must  beg  of  you  to  conduct  me  to  Mrs.  V ." 

*'  One  instant,  if  you  have  any  pity,"  Irwin  replied,  in  a  low  hurried 
tone.  "  The  whole  happiness  of  one  who  would  die,  rather  than  offend 
you,  is  in  your  hands ;  I  have  loved  you  long,  fondly,  hopelessly — ^you 
have  seen  it — and  once,  if  looks  lie  not,  you  were  not  angered  to  know 
^  it ; — ^but  it  is  long  ago,  and  it  were  presumption  to  expect  that  your 
feeling  should  have  survived  like  mine :  say  only,  '  I  will  not  forbid  you 
to  hope,'  and  I  will  be  as  distant  as  you  can  require.  If  your  heart  be 
free,  let  me  attempt  to  win  it ;  if  — "  and  his  voice  sank  to  a  whisper — 
*'  if  my  hope  is  the  prize  of  another,  I  ask  no  word  more ;  you  will  at 
least  forgive  my  temerity,  in  compassion  for  its  bitter  punishment !" — 
He  gazed  intently  into  her  eyes,  they  drooped  beneath  his — she  trem- 
bled, and  was  silent* 

After  a  breathless  pause  he  said,  "  Forgive  me,  sweet  and  excellent 
creature, — forgive  the  madness  that  could  not  foresee  this  !  I  was  too 
happy  to  think  or  to  fear ;  pardon  the  rudeness  that  has  distressed  you ; 
pardon,  and  forget  what  I  have  said  !     God  bless  you,  and  make  your 
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fair  affections  happy  T'^^She  accepted  his  ^rm  without  speaking— the  tear 
which  quivered  in  her  long  eyelashes  fell  unseen ;  he  led  her  to  my 
wife's  side,  howed,  and  retired.  Shortly  afterwards  he  hegged  me  to  ex. 
cnse  his  ahsence,  on  the  ground  of  fatigue,  and  left  the  apartment. 

Isahel  was  on  the  point  of  rallying  her  friend  upon  the  tite-d^tSte,  but 
was  silenced  by  a  look  of  passionate  entreaty.  Ravely  was  standing 
near,  but  he  was  vexed,  and  did  not  approach  her ;  another  partner 
came  up,  and  Ellen  instantly  rejoined  the  dancers,  amidst  whom  I  ob- 
served her  talking  and  laughing  with  more  than  usual  spirits.  Yet  the 
gaiety  of  the  evening  seemed  tlouded,  and  the  guests  whispered  and 
looked  at  each  other.  The  bridegroom  elect  was  absent  and  moody,-— 
the  hostess  anxious  and  surprised ;  I  could  not  conceive  what  had  hap- 
pened. It  was  as  if  some  evil  genius  had  stepped  into  the  circle  to 
trouble  the  fete,  and  had  then  disappeared.  The  party  separated  early ; 
Ellen,  alone,  betrayed  no  sign  of  fatigue  or  disturbance,  save  what 
might  be  traced  in  a  flushed  cheek,  and  wandering  eye,  and  kept  up 
her  brilliancy  to  the  end.  She  was  to  remain  all  night  at  the  Beeches ; 
and  when  the  last  carriage  had  driven  away,  she  gazed  keenly  around, 
and  throwing  herself  into  Isabel's  arms,  burst  into  a  torrent  of  passionate 
weeping ! 

All  was  now  revealed;  her  singular  and  romantic  attachment, — ^the 
secret  cause  of  her  aversion  to  Ravely's  addresses ;  the  sorrow  of  a  hope 
recalled  but  to  expire  for  ever ;  and  the  history  of  the  interview,  so 
fatal  to  her  peace,  were  now  unreservedly  recounted.  But  the  indul- 
gence of  grief  itself  could  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  deciding  on  her 
future  conduct.  It  cost  her  a  long  and  hard  struggle,  but  she  was  too 
right-minded  to  waver  long  in  her  resolution ;  and  my  Isabel,  deeply  as 
she  mourned  over  her  favourite's  distress,  could  not  but  approve  of  the 
manner  in  which  she  determined  to  act.  ''  I  have  gone  too  far  to  re- 
cede," Ellen  said;  "  nor  will  I  wrong  Mr.  Ravely  by  concealment  or 
hesitation.  He  shall  know  all ;  and  if  he  still  claim  the  fulfilment  of 
my  promise,  I  will  redeem  the  pledge,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  happi. 
ness.  You  will  speak  to  Mr.  Irwin,"  she  said  to  me.  "  I  should  fear*to 
see  him  again."  All  that  we  could  do  in  this  painful  conjuncture,  was  to 
attempt  to  sooth  her  agitated  feelings. 

It  was  a  task  of  some  delicacy  to  enter  upon  the  subject  with  Irwin. 
I  found  him  in  a  state  of  terrible  excitement ;  he  stopped  me  ere  I  had 
well  begun  to  speak  : — "  My  good  friend,  I  beg  that  you  will  spare  us 
both  the  pain  of  dwelling  on  this  unfortunate  theme.  I  have  been  guilt7 
of  an  offence  towards  your  beautiful  friend,  for  which  let  my  own  suffering 
atone.  More  than  this,  circimistanced  as  we  are,  it  boots  not  to  say.  I 
will  bear  the  burden,  as  I  long  bore  the  love, — in  silence."  He  left  the 
Beeches  on  the  same  day.  * 

Ravely,  although  of  a  frank  and  generous  nature,  was  not  troubled  by 
very  acute  sensibilities.  He  persisted,  after  the  confession  and  offer  of 
his  mistress  had  been  communicated  to  him,  in  preferring  his  suit ;  say- 
ing, that  he  had  too  much  confidence  in  her  character  to  fear  for  her 
constancy, — too  much  self-respect  to  apprehend  the  permanence  of  any 
such  transitory  affection  as  had  been  described  to  him ;  and  that,  in 
short,  he  would  rather  possess  a  girl  like  Ellen  Gower,  with  only  half  a 
heart,  than  any  other  who  might  throw  the  whole  of  hers  into  his  arms. 
"  This  is  a  mere  whim,"  he  said ;  **  she  will  forget  it  in  a  week,  and 
learn  to  love  me  better  ere  long."  The  emotion  with  which  Ellen  re- 
ceived the  tidings  of  this  decision,  convinced  her  friend  that  she  had 
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still  Mcretly  entertained  a  hope  wbich  it  bitterly  disappointed.    On  the 
day  originally  fized^  Ravely  led  her  to  the  altar. 

Thoee  who  had  intimately  known  the  beautiful  victim^  might  have  dW 
covered  the  depression  and  wo  which  her  smiles  concealed  from  common 
observers.  Her  husband  did  not  appear  conscious  of  any  such  indica- 
tions, and  the  spectators,  no  doubt,  deemed  that  the  mistress  of  Ravely 's 
snperb  establishment  must  be  happy.  For  my  part,  after  some  months 
had  elapsed,  her  appearance  and  manner  gave  me  extreme  uneasiness. 
She  was  never  morose  or  peevish,  and  performed  all  her  dutfes  with  gen- 
tleness and  grace ;  but  her  peeuHar  glow  of  spirit  was  gone ;  her  cheek, 
though  still  lovely,  grew  pale ;  and  her  eye  lost  its  earlier  brightness.  I 
feared  that  her  heart  was  breaking. 

The  case  at  length  appeared  sufficiently  serious  to  require  medical 
counsel ;  the  physician  came  and  prescribed,  but  to  no  purpose ;  the  af- 
fection, he  at  last  said,  was  apparently  of  the  mind  rather  than  of  the 
body :  and  he  recommended  his  patient  to  try  what  benefit  change  of 
scene  would  produce,  since  medicine  failed  to  restore  her  health.  Ravely, 
although  not  an  attentive  husband,  was  fond  of  his  wife ;  and  readily 
agreed  to  the  doctor's  suggestion ;  a  tour  upon  the  Continent  might  re- 
store her  cheerfulness,  and  promote  her  recovery. 

At  every  stage  of  the  journey  through  Holland,  and  along  the  Rhine, 
Ellen's  strength  appeared  to  diminish ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  upon 
arriving  at  Berne,  she  entreated  permission  to  repose  there  for  a  while. 
The  spot  seemed  to  delight  her  beyond  any  she  had  yet  visited,  and  she 
improved  so  much  during  a  few  days  after  their  arrival,  that  Ravely  de- 
cided upon  fixing  his  abode  there  for  the  summer.  The  evident  pro- 
gress that  Ellen  daily  made  towards  convalescence  reconciled  him  to  the 
ennui  of  remaining  in  so  dull  a  place;  he  engaged  a  handsome  residence, 
to  which  he  soon  succeeded  in  attracting  the  gayest  society  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  passed  much  of  his  time  in  riding  over  the  country; 
having  ordered  some  of  his  horses  over  from  England. 

The  travellers  occupied  a  house,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  city,  and  surrounded  by  a  kind  of  pleasure  ground  or  little 
park,  richly  wooded  and  sloping  down  to  the  steep  bank  of  the  Aar.  On 
this  side,  a  terrace  had  been  formed,  with  seats  overlooking  the  stream : 
it  became  Ellen's  favourite  spot ;  and  hither  she  frequently  would  come 
to  read,  or  to  watch  the  sun  go  down,  while  Ravely  was  absent  on  his 
usual  evening  ride ;  in  which  she  was  still  too  feeble  to  be  his  compa- 
nion. 

What,  in  the  meanwhile,  had  become  of  Irwin?  A  lonely  and  comfortless 
life  ha  had  led,  since  that  memorable  evening  at  the  Beeches ;  time  or 
change  of  place  alike  failed  to  abate  his  bitter  sense  of  mishap  and  disap- 
pointment. The  idea  of  Ellen  in  the  arms  of  another  was  never  absent  from 
his  mind ;  it  rendered  society  distasteful,  and  reflection  intolerable.  He 
wandered  hither  and  thither,  restless  and  dispirited  ;  until,  in  very  shame 
for  his  own  weakness,  he  resolved  by  some  positive  effort  to  combat  the 
hopeless  passion  that  tormented  him.  This  was  no  easy  achievement  to 
one  of  his  ungovernable  character.  As  long  as  he  remuned  in  England, 
the  possibility  of  meeting  Ellen  again  continually  occupied  his  imagina- 
tion. He  determined,  by  leaving  the  country,  to  remove  this  excite- 
ment,  at  least ;  and  he  further  resolved,  by  chaining  his  attention  to 
some  studious  pursuit,  to  banish,  if  possible,  the  remembrance  of  a  pas- 
sion which  he  could  never  hope  to  gratify.  Switzerland  was  the  country 
which  had  pleased  him  the  most  during  his  former  residence  on  the  Con- 


674  Th^  HiHory  of  Irwin. 

tinent ;  chaoce^  and  the  discovetry  of  an  old  and  agreeable  aeqnaliitaiMe 
who  had  married  and  settled  in  Berne^  decided  him  to  chooee  that  eitjr 
as  the  plaoe  of  his  retirement. 

All  strangers  visit  the  Minster ;  all  lovers  of  solemn  arohitectnre  aad 
fine  music  return  thither  again  and  again.  Here^  alone^  was  Irwin  ever 
to  be  seen  in  public ;  it  was  here  that  aoddent  threw  him  once  more  into 
the  presence  of  £Uen.  At  first,  he  doubted  if  it  were  really  she,  so  muck 
had  illness  changed  her ;  a  second  time  he  saw  her  in  the  same  plaoei, 
and  doubted  no  more.  This  most  unexpected  event  undid  all  that  dis- 
tance and  occupation  had  begun  to  achieve.  His  feverish  imagination 
found  materials  for  wonder  in  an  accident  which  had  in  itself  nothing 
singular ;  it  seemed  to  him  the  worlc  of  a  destiny,  which  rendered  all 
attempts  to  quell  his  passion  fruitless.  lie  had  fled  from  her  vicinity, 
but  in  vain  ;  they  were  fated  to  meet,  and  all  resistance  was  to  no  pur. 
pose.  She  was  changed — sadly  changed ;  she  looked  unhappy ;  had  she 
forgotten  him  ?    Come  what  might,  he  would  speak  with  her  once  more. 

The  residence  of  the  rich  Englishman  was  easily  learned ;  and  m^y 
an  evening  found  Irwin  roaming  around  its  precincts,  and  keenly  prying 
at  the  illuminated  windows,  in  the  hopo  of  discovering  some  sign  which 
might  enable  him  to  detect  the  apartment  of  her  whom  he  sought.  He 
ceased  to  visit  the  cathedral :  she  might  recognise  him  there,  and  thus 
frustrate  his  design  of  meeting  her  alone. 

Ravely  had  ridden  out  as  usual  after  dinner;  and  Ellen  sauntered 
down,  in  the  summer  twilight,  to  her  favourite  seat  on  the  terrace.  She 
had  felt  unusually  depressed  the  whole  day ;  and  as  she  sat  alone  in  the 
still  evening,  a  crowd  of  melancholy  thoughts  came  around  her,  as  if  the 
shadows  of  all  hor  happier  years  had  arisen  at  once  from  their  burial  in 
the  past.  They  recalled  hopes  that  had  been  crushed,  home-faces  that 
were  gone,  and  memories  of  one  deep  regret  which  had  wrecked  her 
happiness  for  ever.  She  felt  desolate  and  hearl-sick ;  the  book  fell  from 
her  hand,  she  bowed  her  head  on  her  bosom,  and  wept, 

A  rustling  on  the  dry  grass  caused  her  to  raise  her  eyes ;  she  started, 
and  for  an  instant  believed  that  the  object  before  her  was  but  a  phan. 
tom  created  by  the  spirit  of  her  dream.  It  was  Irwin  who  stood  at  her 
side,  pale  and  quivering  with  anxiety.  For  a  while  neither  uttered  a 
syllable :  Irwin  was  the  first  to  break  the  silence. 

*^  I  have  but  one  excuse,  Mrs.  Ravely,  for  venturing  thus  to  disturb 
you  by  my  presence ;  I  had  intended  to  respect  your  commands,  and 
trouble  you  no  more ;  an  accident  alone  has  cast  me  in  your  path.  X  saw 
you  altered ;  you  seemed  in  suffering,-— could  I  see  this,  and  refrain  from 
approaching  you  ?" 

Ellen  was  moved  and  alarmed ;  the  house  was  at  some  distance,  and 
there  was  a  tone  in  Irwin's  voice  which  penetrated  to  her  heart.  She 
rose  to  return,  saying,  with  as  much  self-command  as  she  could  summon, 
*'  I  had  not,  certainly,  expected  to  hear  you  address  me  again,  least  of 
all  in  such  a  place,  at  such  a  time  as  this.  I  must  beg  to  decline  all 
conference  with  you,  and  wish  you  good  evening."  Irwin  stepped  befove 
her  as  she  turned  to  go,  and  slightly  touched  her  hand ;  the  offended 
look  which  she  oast  upon  him  met  an  expression  so  mournful  and  im^ 
ploring  in  his  countenance,  as  quite  subdued  her.  "  Ellen,"  he  said, 
w  ith  a  voice  almost  inarticulate,  "  you  will  not  have  the  cruelty  to  turn 
from  me  in  such  a  manner.  Hear  me  for  this  last  time,  or  you  will 
drive  me  distracted.  I  ask  but  a  few  moments,  and  will  then  relieve 
you  from  the  intrusiou  of  my  wretchedness," 
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fialf^toHifiedy  half-softenedy  Ellen  sank  [down  upon  the  maX,  soarcely 
conscious  of  what  she  did. 

»  « 

Irwin  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  thus  yielded  to  him ;  and 
hending  over  her  as 'she  reclined  with  her  eyes  covered  hy  her  hand^ 
again  poured  into  her  ear  the  passionate  history  of  his  untameable  love, 
and  his  long  misery,  in  fervid  and  eloquent  words.  He  dwelt  on  the 
h<4>e8  which  he  had  once  dared  to  entertain,  and  on  the  strange  destiny 
which  seemed  still  to  mingle  the  course  of  their  lives,  declaring,  in  spite 
of  accident,  that  they  were  designed  for  each  other.  Ellen  was  disarmed 
by  the  agitation  and  surprise  of  the  moment ;  the  reflections  whldi  had 
lately  haunted  her,  the  weakness  of  her  spirits,  conspired  %o  deprive  her 
of  all  self-control.  She  listened  until  all  but  the  emotions  awakened  by 
the  pleadings  of  love  were  forgotten,  and  Irwin  at  length  won  from  her 
a  confession  that  she  little  thought  to  have  revealed.  In  the  rapture  of 
the  moment,  he  pressed  her  to  his  heart,  and  sealed  her  scarcely  resist- 
ing lips  with  long  and  burning  kisses.  *'  Ellen,"  he  said,  as  she  lay 
trembling  in  his  arms^  ^'  you  are  mine  for  ever ;  mine  by  our  early  wishes, 
mine  by  this  sweet  confession ;  henceforth,  you  cannot  guard  for  another 
the  heart  which  you  have  given.  Let  us  part  no  more !  fly  with  me,— - 
a  few  hours  will  place  you  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit,  free  to  grant  the 
love  which  is  mine  by  every  right  of  truth  and  nature  \"  Hitherto, 
Ellen  had  been  like  one  overcome  by  a  delirious  dream ;  this  appeal  re- 
called her  senses,  and  restored  her  to  herself,  in  time  to  shudder  at  the 
precipice  whereon  she  stood.  With  a  sudden  cry,  she  started  from  Ir- 
win's embrace.  '*  Merciful  heaven  !  what  have  I  done, — ^to  what  have  I 
listened  !  9  am  justly  punished  for  my  criminal  weakness ;  God  forgive 
you  for  taking  this  unworthy  advantage  of  a  feeble  and  timid  thing 
like  me.  \  As  you  are  a  gentleman,  unloose  my  hand.  I  vow  to 
heaven  that  I  will  never  speak  to  you  more !" — As  she  broke  from 
Irwin's  grasp,  a  horseman  at  full  speed  pressed  up  the  hollow  road 
'  which  led  iroui  the  river  side :  it  was  her  husband,  who  had  pro- 
bably perceived  a  stranger  with  Ellen  in  the  twilight,  and  hastened  to 
join  her.  Just  as  he  reached  the  place,  the  horse,  a  spirited  animal,  scared 
by  the  sudden  waving  of  Ellen's  white  dress  in  the  dusk^  as  she  rushed 
towards  the  path  to  the  house, — ^plunged  violently,  swerved,  and  threw 
his  rider.  It  was  the  work  of  a  moment ;  the  shock  had  dashed  Ravely's 
forehead  against  the  stone  curb  of  the  terrace,  and  cast  him  bleeding 
and  lifeless  at  his  wife's  feet.  She  stood  looking  at  the  ghastly  spectacle 
for  a  few  moments,  like  one  whose  senses  were  stupified  by  horror,  and 
then,  with  one  piercing  shriek,. sank  on  the  ground  beside  the  corpse. 

Irwin  distractedly  ran  to  the  house,  whither  he  assisted  the  servants 
in  bearing  the  body  of  Ravely,  and  Ellen,  who  still  lay  in  a  dead  swoon. 
He  remained  at  her  side  until  she  unclosed  her  eyes ;  and  then  retired, 
faint  and  terror-stricken. 

For  some  hours  Ellen  remained  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  danger ;  one 
fainting-fit  succeeded  another,  and  there  appeared  little  hope  that  one 
so  frail  could  survive  the  fearful  struggle.  The  principle  of  life  at 
length  prevailed,  but  her  reason  had  yielded  to  the  shock  she  had  sus- 
tained, and  shecQAtinued  for  several  months  to  fluctuate  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  moping  and  frenzied  insanity. 

Her  recovery  was  lingering  and  uncertain ;  nor  has  her  mind  yet  re- 
covered its  former  clearness :  perhaps  it  never  will.  I  had  hastened  with 
my  wife  to  Switzerland,  upon  the  first  tidings  of  the  catastrophe ;  and 
as  soon  as  Ellen  was  able  to  bear  the  removal,  we  brought  her  home,  ^ 


576  Th4  History  ef  Irwin. 

moaraful  and  heavy  charge  I  She  whom  we  had  known  but  two  years 
before,  a  beautiful  and  bright^pirited  being,  was  now  a  feeble,  wan  erea. 
ture,  BtilJ  trembling  like  a  crushed  reed  after  the  whirlwind  has  passed 
orer  it.  The  circumstances  which  attended  Ravely's  death  had  impre«ed 
her  with  the  appalling  conviction,  that  Heaven  had  willed  to  avenge  the 
offence  she  had  committed,  by  laying  on  her  Boal  the  guiltiness  of  his 
blood.  She  had  never  loved  him ;  but  this  reflection  appeared  but  to 
aggravate  her  contrition  and  self-reproach.  She  told  Isabel  all  that 
had  passed,  with  such  expressions  of  fear  and  remorse,  that  the  confes- 
sion of  her  weakness  required  commiseration  rather  than  reproof.  By 
degrees  her  mind  grew  more  calm,  and  gave  reason  to  hope  that  it  might 
one  day  be  restored  to  peace,  if  not  to  happiness.  What  were  her  senti- 
ments towards  Irwin,  we  could  never  ascertain ;  for  after  the  first  har- 
rowing detail  of  her  adventure,  she  carefully  abstained  from  all  allusions 
to  the  subject,  and  we  had  but  too  much  reason  to  respect  her  silence. 
My  own  knowledge  of  her  character  induced  me  to  conjecture  that  she 
loved  him  still  in  secret,  and  pitied,  if  not  pardoned  him  ;  but  that  she 
severely  checked  such  involuntary  feelings,  as  a  Idnd  of  expiation  for 
her  past  errors. 

I  have  never  learned  where  or  in  what  manner  Irwin  passed  several 
months  immediately  following  the  period  of  the  catastrophe  above  re- 
counted ;  but  after  some  time  he  found  his  way  back  to  England.  When 
the  usual  season  of  mourning  had  elapsed,  he  wrote  to  £llen  in  humble 
and  passionate  terms,  entreating  forgiveness  for  the  past  and  permission 
to  hope  for  the  future.  This  letter  she  received,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  hand-writing  :  she  requested  me  to  answer  it,  and  reftised  to  open 
the  many  others  which  followed  from  the  same  quarter.  She  desired  me 
to  express  her  unalterable  resolution  to  admit  no  further  communication 
from  him,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject,  and  to  entreat  him  not  to  add 
to  the  suiFering  of  which  he  had  been  the  author  by  persisting  in  his  im- 
portunity.  To  Isabel  and  myself  it  i^peared,  that  in  consideration  of 
the  early  love  on  both  sides,  the  error  of  Irwin,  which,  after  all,  was 
extenuated  by  many  circumstances,  might  have  been  pardoned :  and  that 
his  union  with  Ellen  might  one  day  have  repaired  the  disasters  of  their 
past  history.  But  Ellen,  we  soon  discovered,  would  not  admit  the  idea : 
it  seemed  a  kind  of  superstition  in  her  to  avoid  it,  and  we  were  cautious 
not  to  disturb  her  unsettled  mind  by  adverting  further  to  the  subject. 

I  have  seen  many  violent  affections  in  the  course  of  my  life,  but 
never,  certainly,  one  so  thorough  and  engrossing  as  Irwin's.  The  com- 
munication of  Ellen's  answer  seemed  utterly  to  overwhelm  him :  and  the 
more,  as  he  had  not  doubted  of  her  ultimate  willingness,  after  what  had 
passed,  to  become  his.  After  several  of  his  letters  had  been  returned, 
he  came  to  entreat  my  mediation  on  his  behalf,  and  I  was  absolutely 
startled  by  the  change  which  a  few  months  had  made  in  his  exterior. 
He  was  shrunk  into  a  skeleton ;  and  his  thin  dry  hand,  and  burning 
cheek  spoke  eloquently  of  the  havoc  which  anxiety  had  made  in  his  con- 
stitution. I  attempted  to  persuade  him  of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  his 
suit,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  moving  Ellen  to  listtt^to  the  subject ; 
but  I  perceived  that,  although  checked  and  mortified^W  was  not  con- 
vinced. This  last  interview  occurred  some  months  back ;  and  it  would 
appear,  from  the  unfinished  note  which  I  found  before  him  last  night, 
that  the  accidental  discovery  of  my  arrival  in  town  had  prompted  him  to 
solicit  once  more  my  interference  to  procure  him  a  hearing  from  Ellen. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  emotions  of  unabated  passion,  stnigj^liag 
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with  dusppointment  and  wounded  ptide^  in  a  frame  worn  to  the  last 
degree  of  weakness^  produced  the  attack  which  led  to  his  dissolution. 

It  is  a  sad  history,  and  would  afford,  if  fully  detailed,  abundant  mate, 
rials  for  speculation  upon  the  working  of  uncontrolled  wishes,  and  the 
wilful  tenacity  with  which  they  ding  to  lonely  and  eager  dispositions. 
There  are  flaws  and  dark  shades  in  the  most  worthy  and  beautiful  of 
human  feelings  and  motives,  for  the  melancholy  task  of  tracing  which, 
the  story  here  briefly  set  down  would  supply  full  opportunities. 

[The  following  memorandum  was  added  at  the  foot  of  the  last  page  of 
the  above  manuscript.] 

JuNB,  183-. 

Yesterday  oar  beloved  Ellen  was  carried  to  her  rest  in  the  grave. 
She  was  only  twenty-five  when  she  died,  yet  she  long  had  been  eager  to 
depart.    Eheu  mUerrima  I 
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Eternal  imileB  hii  empClneti  betray : 
Ai  ibanow  itreams  go  dloq^iDg  all  the  mny.^^Torm, 


4€ 


Comb  with  me,"  cried  Sir  Harry  N ,  the  other  morning,  to  young 

Radnor  of  the  Guards,  as  they  were  pacing  together  the  ez-official  pave- 
ment of  Carlton  Terrace ;  **  come  with  me,  and  I  will  show  you  the 
Temple  of  Fortune." 

**  Thank  you,"  replied  the  fashionable  ensign, ''  I  saw  it  at  Ave  o'clock 
this  morning.  I  make  it  my  duty  to  adore  the  rising  sun  on  the  steps  of 
Crockford's." 

**  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  your  duttee  ;  but  my  notions  of  fortune  lie 
wide  apart  from  a  gratuitous  supper  table,  frequented  at  the  cost  of  a 
guinea  a-crumb,    Mt  temple  of  fortune  stands  elsewhere." 

**  The  Horse-Guards,  I  presume." 

**  You  presume  too  much,  and  too  little.  You  might  as  well  seek  pro: 
motion  at  a  lottery-office  as  the  War-office,  nowadays.  Guess 
again  !  — - 

"  The  House'  of  Commons  ?" 

''  A  mere  house  of  industry !" 

**  What  the  devil  do  you  mean  ? — ^Almack's  ? — ^The  Court  of  Chan- 
cery P — ^the  Soho  Bazaar  ?— ^>r  Coutts's  Banking-house  V 

"  Not  one  among  them  all !"  cried  Sir  Harry,  who  had  been  gradually 
conducting  his  young  friend  towards  Sackville  Street ;  where  he  now 
pointed  out  a  square  brick  house,  with  a  solemn-lookhig  curved  door, 
way,  and  a  somewhat  dirty  tesselated  door-step.  "  There  stands  my 
Temple  of  Fortime." 

**  A  tailor'8,'1ip'f upiter,"  ejaculated  the  dandy. 

'*  Wrong  again  !"   retorted  his  companion,   "  'Tis  a  denHst'e  ;   and, 

dingy  as  it  looks,  to  that  sober  habitation  does  our  friend,  Eastonleigh, 

owe  every  step  of  his  extraordinary  rise  in  life.    People  talk  of  his  luck  ; 

—-they  should  talk  of  his  dentist !" 

^  His  dentist  f" 

2 


57fl  The  Temple  of  Fortune. 

**  On  quitting  Eton^  to  launch  himself  upon  the  world,  he  knew  no- 
thing,— he  had  nothing^— not  even  anything  to  do." 

*'  And  now,  he  is  goveraor  of  St.  Timothy's,  a  grand  cross,  with  a 
handsome  wife  to  talce  care  of,  and  a  still  handsomer  service  of  plate." 

**  On  the  death  of  old  Eastonleigh,  who  left  scarcely  a  guinea  to  be 
divided  between  his  wife  and  his  two  sons.  Lord  Brembridge's  interest 
was  nsked  for  the  boys ;  Jack  and  William  were  presented  in  form  by 
the  widow,  when  his  Lordship  advised  Bill  to  take  orders,  and  promised 
him  a  chaplainery ;  while  to  Jack,  instead  of  advice  or  promises,  he 
gave  '— 

"  A  pair  of  colours  in  a  crack  regiment  ?" 

^<  '  My  old  friend's  namesake  and  likeness  has  a  fine  open  counte- 
nance,' said  his  Lordship  to  the  Mamma  Eastonleigh ;'  1  never  beheld 
such  a  set  of  teeth  !  I  used  to  be  proud  of  mine  ;  but  it  is  time  1  should 
yield  precedence  to  your  son  !'  " 

*'  Poor  William,  then,  was  sent  curatizing  into  Merionethshire  ?" 

"  While  Jack,  finding  his  progress  in  his  regiment  sadly  impeded  by 
his  empty  pockets,  set  up  for  ^  a  devilish  amusing  fellow,'  and  laughed 
at  the  stale  jokes  of  the  field  officers,  till  he  gained  the  reputation  of  a 
wit.  One  fat  Major,  grievously  addicted  to  Joseph  Miller,  used  to  swear 
that  the  very  sight  of  Eastonleigh's  white  teeth  was  refreshing  to  him ; 
and  Jack  (the  stupidest  ass  alive  !)  grinned  himself  into  a  place  at  all  the 
supper-parties,  picnics,  and  cricket-matches,  given  within  fiy^  miles  of 
the  regiment." 

**  Stupid  ! — ^You  don't  know  Eastonleigh  ;  he  is  as  malicious  as  a  parrot 
or  an  old  maid  1" 

'*  1  do  know  him  !  and  had  therefore  no  difficulty  in  tracing  to  hie  ill- 
nature  the  lampoons,  scandals,  and  nicknames,  which,  soon  after  his 
joining,  began  to  set  the  regiment  by  the  ears.  But  not  a  soul  in  the 
garrison  would  believe  me  !  Eastonleigh  was  such  an  off-hand,  laughing 
fellow, — such  a  merry  dog  !  he  was  incapable  of  such  things." 

"  People  addicted  to  a  broad  grin  invariably  pass  for  good-natured." 

"  He  soon  managed  to  pass  for  more  I  The  regiment  was  employed 
to  put  down  a  riot  in  one  of  our  great  manufacturing  towns ;  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  which  stood  the  splendid  mansion  of  its  wealthiest  woolstapler, 
not  a  brick  of  which  was  just  then  expected  to  stand  upon  the  other. 
*The  rioters  threatened, — the  woolstapler  trembled,-*and  Eastonleigh 
emiledl  There  was  comfort  in  the  sight  of  those  auspicious  white 
teeth." 

"  Lucky  dog !" 

''  Lucky  indeed  ! — The  Dives  of  Leeds  had  a  daughter  as  well  as  an 
estate ;  inseparable,  and  both  ardently  courted  by  Eastonleigh,  and  his 
brother  officers." 

^'  And  the  young  lady  was  bit  by  the  white  teeth  ?" 

"  In  six  weeks  she  became  Mrs.  Eastonleigh ;  in  six  months,  Jack 
had  purchased  a  half-pay  company,  and  given  the  regiment  his  room 
instead.  He  now  sought  the  otium  cum  dignitate  of  the  woolstapler's 
villa;  showed  his  teeth  (without  biting)]  at  all  the  county  meetings;  and 
had  at  length  the  impudence  to  stand,  upon  the  strength  of  his  smiles 
and  his  popularity,  for  a  neighbouring  borough." 

"  And  to  succeed  !" 

"  Once  in  Parliament,  his  ivories  were  so  lucky  as  to  dazzle  the  eyes 
of  the  public.  Eastonleigh's  row  of  pearls  were  sure  to  catch  the 
Speaker ;  while  little  fellows,  like  Perceval,  and  Michael  Angelo  Taylor, 
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rose,  and  tiptoed  again  and  again^  unnoticed.  Flis  name,  too,  was  always 
at  the  top  of  the  reporters'  pens.  They  never  forgot  that  '  the  gentle. 
man  with  the  fine  set  of  teeth,'  was  '  the  gallant  Captain  Eastonleigh  ;' 
and  the  '  gallant  Captain  Eastonleigh'  figured  in  the  newspapers  till  his 
popularity  with  the  press  had  made  him  a  '  gallant  Colonel.'  " 

''  But  what  made  him  a  K.C.B.  ?" 

''  His  teeth ! — still  and  always  his  teeth.  He  continued  to  exhibit 
them  one  bleak  winter  at  Brighton,  in  the  teeth  of  the  east  wind." 

'^  The  Regent  invited  him  to  the  Pavilion ;  was  captivated  by  his 
good  manners." 

"  And  in  twelvemonth's  time.  Jack  became  Sir  John  Eastonleigh,  C.B., 
K.C.B.,  K.G.B.  — K.  all  sorts  of  things  !'; 

*'  Those  plausible  grinders .'" 

'*  And  even  now,  since  his  party  has  been  shoved  to  the  wall,  only 
admire  how  he  has  managed  to  keep  the  crown  of  the  causeway  !" 

"  By  maintaining  his  mechanical  smile ;  while  all  his  brethren  are 
looking  as  glum  as  a  cat  in  the  mumps !" 

''  Sir  John  has  never  ceased  to  grin  at  the  levee,  let  who  would  reign 
in  Downing  Street.  His  row  of  unimpeachable  teeth  are  his  Majesty's 
old  and  very  particular  friends.  Other  men  and  other  names  may  be 
forgotten.  Sir  John  Eastonleigh  has  a  distinguishing  trait  to  impress 
him  upon  an  official  memory.  The  government  of  St.  Timothy's  was 
doubtless  given  to  that  distinguished  officer  with  the  fine  soldierly  coun- 
tenance, and  remarkably  fine  set  of  teeth." 

"  You  are  right,  my  dear  Sir  Harry,"  cried  the  ensign.  ''  This  is 
the  Temple  of  Fortune.  Would  that  I  could  guess  what  offering  to 
place  upon  the  shrine.  Thanks  to  cigars  and  the  Meerschaum,  my 
teeth  are  as  black  as  a  Malay's  !" 

'^  Pooh !  you  might  convert  them  into  fangs  of  gold ;  and  without 
grazing  on  Hymettus.  You  do  not  yet  appreciate  the  kernel  of  my  nut. 
Last  summer,  soon  after  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Eastonleigh  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  to  his  new  government,  under  a  salute  from  the  bat-> 
teries,  I  received  the  following  billet,  marked  ship-letter :— • 

** '  In  the  hurry  of  my  departure  from  England,  my  dear  Sir  Harry,  I 
was  obliged  to  neglect  several  important  points  connected  with  my  pri- 
vate affairs.    Pray  oblige  an  old  friend  by  calling  for  me  at  No. , 

Sackville  Street,  and  ordering  me  a  new  set  of  teeth,  (walrus  ivory,) 
not  like  the  last,  which  have  worn  ill ;  but  exactly  on  the  pattern  of  a 
set  made  for  me  by  Parkinson's  father,  just  after  I  went  into  the  army, 
which  lasted  me  nearly  ten  years.  I  enclose  you  a  cheque  on  my  banker 
for  the  amount.  It  is  a  sort  of  bill  one  does  not  like  to  have  standing 
against  one  !' 

"  And  they  are  literaUy  not  his  own  ! — I  might  have  guessed  as  much 
by  the  pains  he  takes  to  show  them." 

"  And  why  not  ?  Your  father  is  fond  of  exhibiting  his  gallery  of 
pictures ;  and  when  you  visit  me  in  Dorsetshire,  you  wiU  probably  accuse 
me  of  parading  to  you  on  the  beauty  of  a  farm  I  purchased  the  other 
day.  Eastonleigh  has  as  good  a  right  to  pride  himself  upon  the  access 
sories  purchased  with  his  own  money,  and  selected  by  his  own  judgments 
Society  has  acquired  a  very  agreeable  member,  per  favour  of  the  art  of 
Parkinson.  Had  Jack  remained  toothless  at  five-and-twenty,  he  must 
have  dismissed  the  good-humoured  smile  which  rendered  him  a  hand- 
some man ;  and  would  probably  have  degenerated  into  a  morose,  super- 
annuated lieutenant,  the  perpetual  blister  of  the  mess-table." 
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"  Too  tnie !  He  hai  oertainly  acted  on  the  Utilitariaa  principle.  His 
waJms  teeth  hare  promoted  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  num. 
ber.     Bat  for  an  aid-de-camp  to  laugh  at  his  jokes^  old  ■'  would 

haTS  had  half  his  garrison  in  the  black.hole ;  but  for  Colonel  Easton. 
leigh  and  his  teeth^  to  put  a  good  face  upon  the  matter,  Grovemment 
would  never  have  carried  through  that  unpopular  business  in  —land ! 
A  thaeun  «et  mojfen9  de  parvenir  !  Were  the  basis  of  every  temple  of 
Fortune,  elevated  within  the  last  twenty  years,  to  be  examined,  many 
might  be  found  to  stand  on  foundations  far  blacker,  and  to  consist  of 
rafters  far  more  corrupt  than  those  of  his  Excellency  of  St.  Timothy's  ! 
Le  hon  tempi  viendra  /" 


SCOTTISH  BANKRUPTCY  BILL. 

Wb  had  intended  to  examine  the  provisions  of  this  preposterous  Bill 
at  some  length  ;  but  the  execration  which  has  been  poured  on  it  by  every 
commercial  community  in  the  country,  by  causing  its  withdrawal,  has 
rendered  our  intended  task  unnecessary.    But  it  is  impossible  to  allow 
this  gross  specimen  of  Whig  incapacity  and  jobbing  to  pass  over  without 
notice.  Under  th  e  present  system  of  mercantile  sequestrations,  nothinggi  ves 
greater  disgust,  or  occasions  more  uselessexpense,  than  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinually having  recourse  to  the  Court  of  Session  to  sustain  matters  of  mere 
form,  or  proceedings  to  which  the  creditors— the  only  body  interested — 
have  agreed  to.    But  instead  of  rendering  application  to  that  Court  less 
frequent,  and  allowing  creditors  to  Manage  their  own  concerns  in  their 
own  way,  Mr.  George  Joseph  Bell,  the  learned  Professor  of  Scots  Law 
in  our  University,  by  whom  the  Bill  is  understood  to  be  drawn  up,  has 
devised  a  system  by  which  the  creditors  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  choice 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  bankrupt  estate  is  to  be  intrusted,  and  twenty- 
eight  official  trustees  are  proposed  to  be  appoihted;  at  the  expmise  of  the 
creditors,  to  manage  all  the  bankruptcies  in  Scotland.    The  appointment 
of  these  officials  would,  of  course,  furnish  a  fine  field  for  the  exercise  of 
Whig  patronage  ;  and  care  is  taken  to  make  the  office  worthy  of  accep- 
tance.   In  the  first  place,  whether  a  single  shilling  is  ultimately  received 
by  the  creditors,  five  per  cent,  of  the  g^oss  funds  of  every  bankrupt 
estate  is  to  be  set  aside  for  payment  of  these  officials ;  then  they  are  to 
receive,  as  we  understand  the  matter,  the  whole  dividends  which  are 
unclaimed  after  a  certain  period.  Out  of  this  fund  the  trustee  is  to  receive 
a  certain  fixed  per-centage  on  the  sums  he  may  have  realized  from  the 
estate  of  which  he  is  trustee ;  and  the  remainder  is  to  be  divided  among 
the  other  official  trustees,  whether  they  have  done  anything  for  the 
money  or  not.     Farther,  when  the  trustee  on  an  estate  has  had  trouble 
unconnected  with  the  receipt  of  money,  he  is  to  be  entitled,  indepen- 
dently  of  the  per-centage  from  the  general  fund,  to  remuneration  from  the 
creditors.    These  official  trustees  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  crown  from 
a  list  of  "  lawyers,  merchants,  or  accountants,"  recommended  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  or  other  mercantile  association  of  the  towns  in 
which  they  are  to  act.   But  the  creditors  are  not  even  to  be  aUowed  to 
choose  which  of  the  official  trustees  is  to  be  intrusted  to  act  for  them ; 
for  he  is  to  be  named  by  the  Judge  in  awarding  sequestration,  according 
to  a  certain  rotation.     There  are  only  twelve  towns  in  Scotland  which 
are  to  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  official  trustees.    In  all  bankrupt- 
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0168  in  other  places,-  one  or  other  of  the  four  Edinburgh  trustees  must 
be  napaed.  By  this  device  the  monopoly  of  the  Edinburgh  lawyers  would 
be  greatly  increased^  and  great  expense^  confusion^  and  delay  created. 
But  the  absurdity  of  the  scheme  does  not  end  here.  An  Accountant- 
general  is  to  be  appointed  at  Edinburgh,  to  whose  credit  every  sum 
realised  from  bankrupt  estates  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Bank  chosen  by  the 
creditors;  and  not  one  shilling  can  be  drawn  without  the  check  be 
signed  by  him.  How  expeditiously  and  economically  a  bankrupt  estate 
in  Shetland  would  be  managed  under  this  system !  The  Accountant- 
general  must  be  a  principal  clerk  of  Session,  an  office  which  Professor  Bell 
holds ;  but  nothing  is  said  regarding  the  emoluments  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties.  The  learned  Professor  cannot,  of  course,  conceal 
from  himself  that  the  proceedings  in  a  bankruptcy  in  Orkney  or  Wig. 
tonshire  would  be  very  indifferently  conducted  by  an  Edinburgh  lawyer  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  sheriff-clerk  of  the  district  is  also  to  be  employed,  and 
no  doubt  paid  by  the  unfortunate  creditors ;  and,  after  all,  they  are  also 
empowered  to  choose  what  is  called  a  sub-factor,  whom  they  are  also  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  paying.  We  may  refer  our  readers  to  the  provi- 
sions for  proving  the  debts,  which  would  render  it  often  necessary  for 
creditors  to  travel  a  hundred  miles  or  two,  to  appear  before  a  sheriff  or 
an  official  trustee ;  to  those  for  making  states  of  the  bankrupt's  affairs, 
rate  of  living,  dealings,  and  balances ;  the  expense  of  which  would  ez- 
liaust  many  estates.  But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  particularise  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  absurdities  of  the  bill.  It  ought  to  have  been  entitled 
"  A  bill  for  saving  the  creditors  of  bankrupts  in  Scotland  the  trouble  of 
managing  their  debtors'  estates,  by  dividing  the  whole  funds  among  the 
lawyers  in  Edinburgh,  and  certain  supporters  of  the  .Whigs  in  the  coun- 
try."— ^We  never  perused  such  a  mass  of  crude  and  indigested  absurdity 
in  the  same  compass.  No  one  can  read  two  pages  of  the  bill  without 
discovering  inconsistencies,  errors,  or  omissions ;  and  the  only  apology 
we  presume  that  can  be  made  for  the  Lord  Advocate,  for  bringing  it 
into  Parliament,  is,  that  he  never  read  it. 


THE  ROMANCE  OF  POLITICS. 

It  is  well  known  that,  upon  the  abdication  of  Charles  X.,  Bdranger, 
the  most  philosophic  of  modem  poets,  ezdaimed,  "  On  a  tUtrdnS  la 
chaneon .'"  The  ludicrous  had  disappeared  with  the  anden  rigime.  In 
like  manner  did  we  exclaim,  when  the  Lord  Mayor's  feast  of  1830  de- 
creed the  downfall  of  the  Tories,  **  The  romance  of  politics  is  at  an  end." 
No  more  petticoat  ministries  ;  no  more  Rosa-Matilda  pensions  1  There 
was  a  rumour  of  an  ex-Chancelloress  at  the  feet  of  Lord  Durham — ^the 
echo  died  away — and  from  that  day  to  this,  Cupid  has  been  superseded 
in  the  Cabinet  Council.  The  romantiquee  among  the  young  reporters 
are  therefore  sadly  to  seek  in  those  tender  episodes  which  enlivened 
the  holidays  of  Walmer  Castle.  The  laurels  of  the  Woolsack  disdain  a 
single  rose ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  loveliness  of  Lady  G  ■  ,  the 
Whig  Ministry  would  make  a  sorry  show,  even  in  the  annals  of  the 
drawing-room. 

A  very  tender  subject  is,  however,  beginning  to  agitate  the  sensibility 
of  the  weavers  of  political  romance.  The  Heiress  Presumptive  is  ad- 
vaneing  towards  the  age  when  princesses  are  wooed,  and  kingdoms  won  ; 


582  The  Romance  of  Politics. 

and  the  elevation  in  life  of  Prince  Leopold,  Cadet  of  Saxe-Coburg 
Saalfeld,  already  creates  a  stir  among  the  microscopic  Highnesses  of  Ger- 
many. The  attic  stories  of  the  palaces  of  half-a-dozen  capitals  whose 
dominion^  are  too  minute  for  the  map,  appear  to  be  in  a  state  of  commo* 
tion;  and  the  Princesses  dowager  of  Reuss-this  and  Saze-the-other^ 
are  busily  occupied  in  mending  up  the  shirts  and  stockings  of  their 
£mests  and  Gustavuses,  with  a  view  to  despatching  them  to  the  probatioiu 
preliminary  of  Almack's,  and  Lady  Grey's  assemblies.  When  Lady  Keith 
(now  the  wife  of  Count  FiahauU,  and  then  Miss  Mercer  £lphinstone) 
obliged  the  young  Saxon  Captain  and  Serene  Highness  with  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  Princess  Charlotte  of  England,  very  little  could  she  have 
anticipated  the  time  when  King  Leopold  of  Belgium  would  ektend  his 
royal  hand  for  her  to  kiss.  But  the  lesson  has  not  been  thrown  away, 
either  upon  her  ladyship  or  those  gothic  Sovereignties  which  so  closely 
resemble  the  Marquisate  of  Carrabas ;  and  there  has  not  been  such  a 
commotion  among  the  tiny  regalities  which  furnish  twenty  men  per  kin^« 
dom  to  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  since  the  crusade  of  Walter  the 
Penniless. 

Scarcely  was  it  known  on  the  Elbe  that  the  young  prince  of  Cum- 
berland had  inherited  the  physical  visual  infirmity  of  his  g^ndfatfaer, 
and  that  circumstances  might  render  it  difficult  to  bestow  a  preference 
upon  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  then  the  Nassaus  began  to 
number  their  tribes,  and  all  the  Protestant  feeders  upon  royal  tauer 
kraut  to  calculate  upon  the  personal  attractions  of  their  junior  branches : 
The  old  women  of  France  persuaded  themselves  that  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, like  Paolo  of  Rimini,  was  gone  a-wooing  for  his  brother ; — and 
the  black  Brunswickers  asserted  that  Duke  William  would  shortly  re* 
turn  with  white  favours.  Since  the  days  of  Portia  and  Belmont,  never 
was  there  seen  such  a  congress  of  suitors ! 

Yet  the  question  has  its  serious  side.     On  the  event  of  this  frivolous 
wooing,  of  this  preference  to  be  accorded  by  a  child,  how  much  of  the 
future  destinies  of  England  hang  suspended  !     Is  there  no  hope  of  an 
amendment  in  that  relic  of  barbarism,  our  Royal  Marriage  Bill  ?  a  Bill 
which  renders  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  tributary  to  those  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Hanover  ! — a  Bill  which  legislates  for  England  as  for  a  feof 
of  the  Empire  I    For  three  years  past,  the  most  popular  of  his  Majesty's 
brothers  has  been  the  husband  of  an  amiable  woman,  the  daughter  of  an 
Irish  Earl,  without  obtaining  the  aid  of  Parliament  in  the  legalization  of 
a  marriage  lawful  in  the  eye  of  Heaven  ;  and  now,  in  defiance  of  the 
spirit  of  the  times,   some  high  and  mighty  transparency,  formed  in  the 
schools  of  Jena,  Berlin,  or  Gottingen,  ignorant  of  our  very  language,  and 
insensible  to  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  will  probably  be  imported, 
duty  free,  as  a  government  bargain,  to  receive  the  hand  of  the  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  the  inheritance  of  our  ancient  monarchy ! 
We  own  we  never  regarded  with  a  favourable  eye  the  cousinly  alliance 
pointed  out  by  the  partiality  of  the  Tories ;  and  now  it  appears  unaccom. 
plishable.    The  security  of  the  succession  unquestionably  demands  an 
early  marriage  for  the  heiress  presumptive ;  a  marriage  to  be  solemnized 
at  a  period  when  the  two  Princes  George  will,  we  trust>  be  persuing  their 
studies  at  one  of  our  national  universities.    A  boy  and  girl  upon  the 
throne  would,  we   conceive,   throw    a  more   mischievous  measure  of 
power  into  the  hands  of  favourites  and  family  connexions,  than  even 
the  union  of  the  future  Queen  of  England  with  one  of  her  distinguiahed 
subjects. 
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THS  EUROPEAN  MOVEMENT. 
.  TsB  Cabdobt  AifiruAi.  Rbozitbb  vob  1839.    London :  Washbourae. 

Wm  have  just  been  revising  our  thoughts  on  the  bygone  year,  by 
help  of  the  instraetire  and  elegant  little  work,  the  title  of  which  is 
prefixed.  It  was  a  year,  not  so  mach  of  active  as  of  uneasy  preparation : 
the  two  great  Western  nations  have  manifestly  been  pushing  on  ;  and 
they  and  the  ciNnbined  despots  have  stood  right  in  front>  hostile,  avows& 
edly  hostile^  but  still  limiting  their  operations  to  a  system  of  counter. 
manoBuvringi 

The  taetics  of  the  opposing  parties  #ere  ve^  clearly  aiid  very  amils. 
iogly  hronght  out  by  the  question  of  Belgian  arrangements  ;  and  aL 
though  we  are  amongst  those  who  could  have  desired  the  adoption,  by  the 
western  powers,  of  a  policy  more  open  and  manly,  and  less  savouring,  in 
not  a  few  respects,  of  the  wile  and  small  tridcery  of  the  ancient  ancl 
venerable  science  of  Z)tpA»»acy,— «  science  never  professed  to  perfection 
but  by  mistresses,  lackeys,  and  court-barbers, — ^we  yet  rejoice  to  acknow^ 
ledge  in  the  result,  an  advancement  of  the  authoHty  ef  liberty,  and  a 
corresponding  retirement  of  those  faihilies  of  owls  and^reptiles  who  scream, 
and  tremble^  and  hurry  to  the  deep  forests  when  the  horizon  reddens  and 
promtsea  thd  mom.  To  understand  the  apparently  disproportionate  at 4 
tention  lavished  on  the  concerns  of  this  trifling  country,  it  is  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  European  situation  of  France,  and  the  importance  of  Bel- 
gium in  respect  of  the  security  of  her  territories.  Confined  as  we  are 
within  our  seas,  and  being  besides  su£Biciently  unamiable,  and  personally 
disagreeable  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  states-^who,  almost  to  a  man> 
hate  us  with  the  thorough  hatred  bestowed  of  old  by  starving  liiobs  upon 
farettaOers'^he  demotic  powers  apprehend  little  from  our  example  ; 
and  in  truth,  up-  to  a  recent  period,  they  had  little  to  apprehend 
from  the  practical  workings  of  our  constitution.  France,  however,  occu. 
pies  a  very  difierent  place ;  and  she  does  not  care  to  conceal  that  her 
attitude  is  intended  to  be  menacing.  Adjoining  to  the  finest  possessions 
of  absolutism  by  territory,  and  extending  far  beyond  her  own  bounds 
that  powerful  ii^uence  derived  from  the  prevalence  of  her  language,  the 
popularity  of  her  literature>  and  the  frankness  of  her  manners,  she  can* 
not  do  otherwise  than  exercise  a  potent  moral  sway  over  neighbouring 
states  ;  and  her  actual  power,  her  immense  statistical  resources,  give 
her  an  Unquestionable  right  to  speak  with  authority  in  regard  of  every 
subject  connected  with  the  general  policy  of  the  Continents  In  times  of 
old, — ^whea  our  lively  neighbours  gloried  in  their  Grtmd  Monarqus,  and 
before  the  trumpet  of  liberty  had  awakened  the  dull  echoes  of  the  Seine,—* 
France  was  merely  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe;  her  wars  and  alliances 
were  dictated  by  the  ordinary  principles,  and  she  contended  for  no  purpose 
unrecognised  by  consecrated  legitimacy*  It  was  not,  accordingly,  until 
the  Bastile  fell,  and  from  its  dust  arose  that  hollow  and  ominous  note  of 
preparation,  that  her  opposition  to  despotio  interests  obtained  reality,  ot 
that  reasons  existed  for  placing  het  in  hostility  to  the  powers  of  the 
East.  But  to  these  powers  she  now  is,  and  must  remain,  a  bitter  atid 
much  dreaded  foei  Do  we  remember  the  tale  of  the  first  sixteen  years 
of  this  century,  and  yet  ask  with  what  hatred  they  hate  France,  and  at 
what  sacrifices  they  would  root  her  from  among  nations  ?  Indeed,  they 
Jiad  a  snccees  too  fatal  to  mankind ;  for,  by  the  erer^accursed  aid  of  our 
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own  oligarchy,  they  so  broke  her  strength  and  bowed  down  her  people^ 
that  she  submitted  to  be  governed  fot  fiill  three  lustrums  by  the  feeblest 
of  all  imbeciles, — ^by  a  few  knaves  and  bigots,  literally  unfit  for  manag- 
ing the  proceedings  of  a  huckster's  shop !    The  invasion  of  Spain  is  no 
brand  on  France ;  it  merely  demonstrates  the  terrification  of  the  old 
woman,  who  then  shivered  on  her  throne  at  the  lifting  of  the  little  finger 
of  the  Cossack  of  St.  Petersburg ;  and,  in  truth,  so  weak  and  cowardly 
and  cowering  was  she,  that  she  durst  not  adventure  the  ehastisement  of 
an  insolent  petty  pirate  in  Algiers,  without  pledges  and  promises,  and  mudi 
solicitation  of  permission  and  pardon,  at  the  footstool  of  our  own  all^ 
commanding  Duke !     Times  changed  again.    Our  neighbours  shook  off 
their  incubus,  and  alas,  then,  for  the  "  Constructions"  of  the  Congress 
of  Vienna  !      The  "  Construction"  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands 
was  the  most  favourite  part  of  that  elaborate  iniquity.    It  was  a  great 
out- work  of  despotism — a  huge  menacing  tite  de  pent,  pushing  into  the 
dreaded  and  hated  country,  on  its  only  indefensible  frontier,  and  guard- 
ed on  the  south  by  a  line  of  fortresses,  which,  on  the  very  fiist  occurrence 
of  quarrel,  would  have  been  surrendered  en  masee  into  the  hands  of  the 
Holy  Allies.    Is  it,  then,  a  wonderful  thing  that  the  Belgian  affair  was 
a  protracted  one?     Is  it  astonishing  that,  by  trick,  by  obstinacy^  by 
every  artifice  discoverable  by  bad  faith,  the  three  powers  should  have 
endeavoured  to  retard  its  only  possible  completion ;  or  that,  in  failure 
of  other  means,  the  poor  puppet  Diitch  King  should  have  betaken  himself, 
in  his  forlornness,  to  impious  prayers  to  God  ?  God  heard  him  not;  for  God 
is  now  awakening  the  nations,  and  stirring  up  man  with  that  inspiration 
which  tells  him,  that  he  who  bears  tho  Divine  Image  must  be  free  ! 
The  events  of  this  singular  contest  are  at  length  part  of  solid  history. 
The  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  is  destroyed ;  Belgium  is  a  neutral 
state,  and  virtually  dependent  upon  France ;  liberty  claims  the  Meuse, 
and  has  stretched  her  territory  from  Mons  and  Toumay  to  Maestricht ; 
and  those  fortresses  on  which  despotism  reckoned  so  securely,  and  which 
we,  by  aid  of  the  dear  Duke,  paid  so  much  to  rear,  are  rased  :  finally,  a 
new  free  country  is  constituted,  with  powers  and  prospects  of  advance- 
ment, such  as  the  inhabitants  of  its  territories  never  previously  possessed. 
While  repeating  our  conviction,  that  the  cabinets  of  St.  James's  and  the 
Tuileries  would  have  nothing  lowered  their  dignity  Or    abated  their 
power,  by  acting  more  directly,  more  sincerely,  and  more  manfully,  we 
heartily  subscribe  to  the  opinion  of  a  French  statesman,  that  the  reali- 
zation of  such  results  without  war,  is  one  of  the  greatest  novelties  in  di- 
plomacy ;  but  M.  Thiers  will  excuse  us,  if  for  that  part  of  his  theory  of 
causation  in  which  a  vast  deal  is  ascribed  to  the  "  noble  moderation"  of 
the  three  powers,  we  make  bold  to  substitute  the  trifling  circumstance  of 
Earl  Grey's  supremacy  at  St.  James's,  and  the  consequent  success  of  our 
Reform  BiU. 

The  powers  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  make  war  for  Belgium  : — ^that 
is  a  good  indication,  and  speaks  fair  for  the  future.  If  Britain's  moral 
influence  be  uniformly  exerted  on  behalf  of  tbe  right  cause,  liberty  on 
the  Continent  must  progress  with  extraordinary  rapidity.  Upheld  by 
our  moral  influence,  France  will  be  quite  able  to  do  for  other  countries 
what  she  has  just  effected  for  Belgium.  Piedmont  is  to  her  south-eastern 
frontier  what  Belgium  is  to  her  northern  ;  and  there  are  betokenings  of 
a  speedy  and  similar  residt.  Germany  is  a  sort  of  middle  ground ;  and 
we. think  we  descry  in  it  the  only  existing  cause  of  that  ^na/  war  which 
we  dread  will  yet  devastate  Europe;    Hitherto  the  old  powers  have  en- 
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yeloped  these  fine  countries  within  the  black  suffocating  mantle  of  des* 
potism ;  but  Germany  is  growing  impatient  of  the  dismal  shroud.  There 
is  no  use  in  anticipating  too  fast.  Nations  as  well  as  persons  creep  and 
stoop  ere  they  can  walk  with  the  demeanour  of  mi^nhood ;  but  we  may 
gladly  recognise  and  encourage  progress.  To  the  ambition  of  a  direct 
Transrhenane  influence^  France  will  never  be  insensible ;  and  we  may  re* 
member  that  the  omistrastion  of  the  Confederation  was  ene  of  Napoleon's 
most  popular  aa  well  aa  most  favevirite  achievements.  However  moderate 
the  primdpiee  and  system  of  the  present  French  cabinets^  Grecmaay  will  un* 
questionably  reeeive  good  aid»  when  she  effectively  asks  it ;  and  if  ap- 
pearances are  to  be  trusted,  she  will  ask  it  soon.  The  infiuneus  protCNiol 
of  Frankfort  \^  already  producing  its  only  possible  fruit ;  and  ther»  seeme 
little  doubt  that  it  must  be  followed  up  by  the  attempted  abolition  of  re- 
presentative assemblies.  In  Wirtemberg,  for  instance,  a  Charles-the- 
Tenth  game  is  on  the  eve  of  being  played.  The  late  assembly  proved  re- 
fractory and  was  dissolved ;  and  the  electors  are  being  bribed  to  return 
a  subservient  one..  Bribery  sometimes  does  prevail  for  the  moment ; 
but  Tories  forget  one  slight  fact — the^  bribee  ir^ftiUibly  hatei,  despises, 
and  vriU  ultimately  overturn  the  briber.  It  is  necessary  to  observe,  that 
in  Wirtemberg,  about  one  in  every  seven  citizene,  or  one  in  every  thirty* 
five  irthabitanle  is  an  elector ;  so  that  the  opposition  is  not  aristocratical 
but  popnlar,-^it  is  an  undeniable  and  unequivocal  manifestation  of  the 
spirit  prevalent  in  that  country.  In  Hesse  Cassel  we  hear  of  similar 
doings,  as  also  in  several  other  states ;  and  it  has  thus  become  one  of 
our  firmest  convictions,  that  although  there  may  yet  be,  for  a  few  sea* 
sonSy  the  field-days  of  Hambach,  such  as  our  own  Bonnymuir  and  Pe- 
terloo,  and  a  «hort  period  of  hollow  rejoicing  for  the  truculent  slaves  of 
truculent  Bashaws,  the  day  of  Germany's  subjection  is  fast  closing  in, 
and  that,  amongst  the  countrymen  of  Luther  and  of  the  hero  Arminius, 
there  wiU  speedily  be  none  who  cannot  l0ok  daringly  to  heaven,  and 
give  free  vent  to  his  free  thoughts ! 

We  know  not,  if  the  utterly  and  uncompromisingly  hostile  positions 
of  France  and  the  Eastern  powers,  in  regard  to  their  progressing  move- 
ments, will  soon  lead  to  actual  collision ;  but  it  is  clear  there  is,  and 
must  be,  a  constant  and  inveterate  struggle  of  influencet ;  and  it  cannot 
be  out  of  place  to  speculate  somewhat  on  the  probabilities  of  the  issue 
of  that  struggle.  Abstractly  speaking,  there  is  no  hope  for  the  despots. 
They  are  worn  out,  wrinkled,  and  tottering.  The  blood  circulates  coldly 
and  sluggishly  around  their  hearts ;  and  they  have  to  meet  all  the  youth 
of  Europe— the  stems  of  our  future  world.  The  antiquated  fools  in  this 
country  who  occupy  certain  benches  in  the  House  of  Lords,  look  with 
delight  apparently  on  the  chance  of  an  actual  struggle,  and  fain  would 
they  hasten  it.  on  !  Be  patient,  my  Lords  I  The  time  is  sure  though 
slow,  and  it  may  be  there  is  a  period  also  for  you  !  Austria,  Prussia, 
Russia,  are  imposing  names  ;  but  in  such  a  contest  we  will  back  France, 
single-handed,  against  them  aU.  It  is  ridiculous  to  adduce  the  factions 
in  France  in  evidence  of  external  weakness.  The  Carlists,  indeed,  would 
distract  and  destroy;  but  no  man  who  knows  France,  is  ignorant  of  the 
utter  insignificance  of  that  noisy,  empty.pated  party :  and  the  Republi- 
cans, in  so  far  at  least  as  history  exhibits  them,  are  not  in  any  way  loath 
to  descry  a  means  of  disseminating  their  principles,  upholding  their  coun- 
try's authority,  and  extending  its  power.  The  despotisms,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  unhinged,  and  altogether  insecure.  Russia  excepted,  they  are 
all  in  danger  of  crumbling  to  pieces,  even  without  foreign  aid.     We 
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hare  just  ipoken  of  the  iniecurity  of  Germany ;  and  the  German  prorinees 
compose  the  strength  alike  of  Austria  and  Prussia.  Hungary  is  more 
than  half-disaffected ;  and  she  looks  with  a  sorrowful  and  wistful  eye 
towards  her  north.  The  extraordinary  numher  of  Austrian  Legions  in 
Lomhardy  is  tolerably  emphatic  with  regard  to  this  portion  of  Metter. 
nich's  trusteeship ;  and  in  Gallicia  and  the  east  districts  of  Prussia,  we 
preserve  entire  the  name  and  nation  of  unhappy  and  immortal  Poland. 
Russia  is  apparently  the  strongest  of  these  despotisms ;  but  she,  too,  con. 
tains  a  remarkable  element  of  weakness,  and  one  not  often  thought  of^ 
although  far  more  dangerous  than  her  factious  and  greedy  aristocracy, 
—we  mean  her  discontented  eer/e*  Let  the  word  REVOLtrnoN  but  be 
spoken  and  explained  to  these  masses,  and  farewell  to  th#  throne  of  the 
CzABs! 

Convulsion  is  proceeding :  let  us  fancy  a  renewed  Europe.  The  Rhine 
should  limit  France ;  and,  than  the  people  bounded  by  its  broad  stream,  a 
finer  never  has  existed.  Between  the  Rhine  and  the  Oder  are  the  na- 
tural territories  of  the  great  German  race,  which  might  at  length  be 
an  united  and  potent  nation.  Were  the  Germans  ons,  and  their  fine 
thoughts  and  heroic  wishes  moulded  and  concentrated  by  a  powerful  and 
profound  national  spirit,  what  might  not  be  accomplished  for  man  ! 
Again,  there  is  Poland,— over  whose  recent  history  we  can  only  shed  an 
unavailing  tear,— Poland,  not  extinct,  but  mysteriously  preserved,  and 
one  day  assuredly  to  spring  from  her  grave  in  glory  and  immortal 
power : — Poland  confederate  with  cognate  Hungary.  These  two  closely 
allied  but  independent  states  might  be  the  foreguard  of  civilization — ^the 
true  rampart  of  Europe  against  Gog  and  Magog.  Italy,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  fine  theatre  for  a  union  of  separate  republics ;  and  Greece  or 
Egypt  might  become  once  more  the  thriving  region  of  the  Levant.  We 
had  yet  many  points  to  discuss,  but  the  mists  of  the  future  thicken 
around  us.  Mehemet  Ali  ip  engaged  in  lifting  one  comer  of  the  pro- 
phetic  veil :— »Let  us  wait  and  trust  : — ^the  World  is  in  oood  hands. 


CORN.LAW  HYMN.— No.  IV. 

BY   THE  AUTHOR  OP   "  CORN..LAW  RHYMES." 

If  he  who  kills  the  body, 

A  murderer's  death  shall  die ; 
If  he  who  slays  the  human  soul. 

Would  hurl  God  from  on  high ; 
Then,  they  who  make  our  hopes,  our  lives. 
Our  children's  souls  their  prey, 
Unforgiv'n,  loath'd  of  heav'n. 
In  life  and  death  are  they ; 
Who  kill  the  body  and  the  soul. 
But  first  the  spirit  slay ! 

Behold  the  flag  of  England, 

In  tyrants'  battles  rent ! 
We  fought  for  Britain's  locustry. 

And,  self-o'ercome,  lament. 
They  summ'd  their  debt  at  Mont  Saint  Jean, 
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They  paid  at  Peterloo^ 

With  a  yell  that  in  hell 
Torn'd  meeker  demons  blue ; 
For  we  had  crushed  their  hated  foe^ 
And  England's  freedom^  too. 

The  locustry  of  Britain 

Are  gods  beneath  the  skies; 
They  stamp  the  brave  into  the  g^ave ; 

They  feed  on  famine's  sighs ; 
They  blight. all  homes^  they  break  all  hearts^ 

Except^  alas^  their  own  ! 

While  a  moan^  and  a  groan^ 

That  move  the  Almighty's  throne^ 
firing  angels'  tears  in  pity  down> 

And  move  th'  Eternal  throne  ! 

The  bread-taxery  of  England^ 
What  awful  powers  they  are  I 
They  make  a  league  with  Want  and  Crime  1 

On  plenty  they  wage  war ! 
They  curse  the  land^  the  winds,  the  seas; 
Lord  !  have  they  conquer'd  thee  ? 

With  a  frown,  looking  down. 
While  they  curse  the  land  and  sea. 
They  rival  hell,  and  libel  heav'n. 
But  have  not  vanquish'd  thee. 

Call  up  thy  pallid  angel. 
The  tamer  of  the  strong ! 
And  bid  him  whip,  with  want  and  wo. 

The  champions  of  the  wrong  ! 
Oh,  say  not  thou  to  ruin's  flood, 
"  Up,  Sluggard  !  why  so  slow  ?" 

But  alone  let  them  groan. 
The  lowest  of  the  low ; 
And  basely  beg  the  bread  they  curse. 
Where  millions  curse  them  now  ! 

No,  wake  not  thou  the  giant 
Who  drinks  hot  blood  for  wine  ; 
And  shouts  unto  the  east  and  west. 

In  thunder-tones  like  thine  ; 
Till  the  slow  to  move  rush  all  at  once. 
An  avalanche  of  men ; 

While  he  raves  over  waves 
That  need  no  whirlwind  then. 
Though  slow  to  move,  mov'd  all  at  once, 
A  sea,  a  sea  of  men  ! 

What  means  that  mighty  shadow 
Of  horror,  and  of  doom  ? 
Oh  !  tells  it  now  of  ruin  past  ? 

Or  ruin  yet  to  come  ? 
It  spreads  its  wings  o'er  humbled  things. 
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Most  haughty  once  of  all ; 

With  a  frown  that  shakes  down 
Pride's  greatness  ere  it  fidl. 
Destroyers  too^  it  beckons-— too  ! 
On  yon  it  seems  to  call ! 

*«  Wrong  not  the  poor/'  ye  mighty, 
"  For  God  will  plead  their  cause !" 
The  prayer  of  cur8es>  **  God  will  hear. 

And  jndg^  ye  by  your  laws." 
Your  evil  deeds  '^  will  fight  for  them 
Whose  labour  is  their  Hfe;" 

For  the  right,  in  their  might. 
They  will  meet  you  in  the  strife. 
With  "  God  for  us,"  and  "  wrath  for  you. 
Who  take  our  bread,  our  life."* 


THE  IRISH  ORATOR. 

I  AM  an  Irishman,  and  yet,  thank  God !  I  am  not  an  orator.  I  nerer 
delivered  my  sentiments  in  public — no  statement  of  mine  has  ever  yet  been 
corroborated  by  a  ''  Hear,  hear ;"  nor  have  any  of  my  opinions  been  re- 
sponded to  by  "  loud  and  enthusiastic  cheers."  I  am,  of  all  that  have 
come  within  the  cognizance  of  my  acquaintance,  the  only  one  who  never 
made  a  speech.  It  is  Juvenal,  I  think,  who  complains  of  his  being  pestered 
by  the  loud  and  incessant  bawling  of  poetasters  reciting  their  composi. 
tions.  A  most  grievous  calamity  it  is,  in  truth,  for  a  man  to  be  obliged 
to  listen  to  indifferent  rhyming ;  but  yet  it  is  an  affliction  that  must  na- 
turally  be  but  of  a  temporary  nature ;  for  even  the  most  foolish  cannot 
at  all  times  be  perpetrating  poetry.  The  infliction,  then,  sioks  into 
insignificance,  when  compared  with  his,  who,  having  conned  over  the 
speeches  of  Demosthenes,  studied  the  orations  of  Cicero,  and  read  all 
that  the  minds  of  Erskine,  Grattan,  and  Canning  dictated,  is  still  com- 
pelled, day  after  day,  and  hour  after  hour,  to  hear  nothing  but  bad 
speeches  delivered. 

The  speech-making  mania  has  reached  its  acm^  in  Ireland ;  the  con- 
versational tone  in  which  men  were  wont  to  address  one  another  is  excited 
into  the  forensic  manner  of  the  bar,  or  the  exalted  style  of  the  senate. 
People  no  longer  talk  in  plain  and  friendly  terms ;  they  exaggerate  their 
opinions,  or  sophisticate  their  commonplace  ideas  into  unintelligible  non- 
sense.  The  sock  of  unpretending  life  is  discarded  for  the  buskin  of  pre- 
tended feeling,  which  every  one  endeavours  to  assume ;  but  which,  like 
the  doomed  sandal  in  the  fairy  tale,  is  found  to  fit  nobody. 

*  Of  ooune,  I  cannot  intend  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  bard  of  «  Hope^*' 
in  hia  famous  ode,  **  The  Mariners  of  England."  The  nature  of  my  materials  pre- 
cludes this.  His  are  the  winds,  the  seas,  the  heavens,  the  tempest,  and  the  battle*i 
fiery  stonns-^poetry  in  themselves  I  while  1  have  nothing  to  create  a  poem  out  of, 
but  a  wicked  and  stnpid  act  of  Pariiawent^  miyyfp«^y^f(Jji,  and  misery-making. 
But  if  there  is  still  one  honest  man  in  England  who  does  not  wish  that  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  be  execrated  in  every  street  and  lane  of  the  empire,  he  must  hare  sawdust 
for  brainy  water  for  blood,  and  a  heart,  not  of  stone,  but  cat  out  of  a  boiled  turnip. 
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.  |n  the  ^reet  you  are  met^  not  by  aa  investigation  which  becomes  tha 
^mple  citizen ;  there  are  no  inquiries,  about  your  wife^  or  what  was  till 
i^ow  a  «ubject  of  the  deepest  interest^  the  number  of  your  children ;  no^ 
-:— such  questions^  if  they  be  put^  are  tortured  into  an  inquisition  as  to 
the  ''  home  supplies^"  and  an  essay  upon  '^  surplus  population."  If  you. 
have  to  do  business^  instead  of  getting  what  is^  to  an  author^  often  a  mat- 
ter of  the  utmost  moment,  '*  a  good  MU  at  a  short  date/'  I  have  often 
expected  to  be  horrified  with  ''  a  long  essay  on  the  monetary  system." 
And  then,  if  you  go  out  to  dine — '^  to  spend"  what  we  in  Ireland  used 
to  call  ^'  a  pleasant  evening" — ^instead  of  each  man  letting  loose  his  bouI,. 
unbending  his  mind,  giving  fair  play  to  jocund  spirits,  generous  feeling, 
and  wit  hannless  as  it  would  be  lively— instead  of  verifying  the  truth 
of  the  maxim  of  that  admirable  judge  of  human  nature,  Horace, — "duice. 
est  desipere  in  loco,"  you  will,  when  the  cloth  is  removed,  be  lost  in  the 
fog  of  political  economy,  bewildered  with  the  will-o'-the-wisp  of  metiU 
physics,  or,  perhaps,  what  is  a  still  greater  misfortune,  have  a  grave  euf. 
logium  pronounced  upon  your  '^  transcendent  virtues,  supereminent  ta-* 
lents,  unexampled  integrity,  unbending  patriotism,  et  cetera,  and  so 
forth  ;"  and,  in  reply,  be  expected  to  inake  a  long  speech,  propose  the. 
health  of  your  proposer,  and  so  see  the  evening  wear  away  in  each  man 
wondering  at  the  stupidity  of  the  other.  Evenings  so  passed  in  Ireland 
7-:and,  Heaven  help  me  !  I  have  been  doomed  to  endure  many  of  them^-> 
frequently  remind  me  of  the  story  of  the  economic  Dutchmen,  who,  in 
their  anxiety  to  preserve  their  apartments  clean,  transmit  from  one  mouth 
to  another,  till  it  reaches  the  outer  door,  the  exuberance  of  saliva  col- 
lected by  smoking. 

The  rage  for  speechifying  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  class  in 
society.  The  porters  on  the  coal-quay  sin  as  grievously  in  this  respect 
as  the  judges  on  the  bench.  The  dandy  in  the  dark  neckcloth  delivers 
^  his  opinion"  as  profoundly  as  the  King's  counsel  in  his  flowing  wig. 
The  man  who  keeps  a  book-stall  thinks  he  is  as  erudite  as  the  Fellow  of 
CoUege.  The  apothecary's  apprentice  is  as  diffuse,  and  as  unintelligible, 
as  the  doctor ;  and  the  old  attorney  as  nonsensical  as  the  young  bar- 
irister  ; — ^while  the  horse-shoers,  the  cordwainers,  the  breeches-makers, 
the  plasterers,  and  the  brick,  manufacturers,  are  all  effected  with  the  in. 
fluenza  of  speech-making ;  and  each  of  them  is  desirous  of  exhibiting 
the  utmost  extent  of  his  ridiculous  propensity  in  the  columns  of  a  news- 
paper. To  one  who  knows  the  failings  of  the  Irish  in  this  respect,  the 
sight  of  a  Dublin  paper  is  as  complete  a  physic  as  a  drachm  of  hippo. 
You  have  only  to  read  it  through,  and — ^the  effect  is  most  disagree- 
able. If  you,  in  these  days,  begin  the  report  of  a  public  meeting,  you 
will  find  that  if  Paddy  Murphy's  speech  does  disgust  you,  Tom  Mullow- 
ney's  will  turn  your  stomach  ;  while  Jem  Cassidy  will  operate  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  send  the  reader  and  '^  the  hearers  weeping  to  their  beds." 

One  of  the  most  annoying  consequences  attendant  upon  the  printing 


should  not  be  propounded  unless  his  opinion  is  first  given  respectmg 
it ;  and  he  considers  that,  unless  this  compliment  is  paid  to  him,  it  is 
"  his  right/'  as  a  deeply  injured  man,  to  oppose  it,  no  matter  what  may 
be  ite  scope  and  tendency.  Give  an  Irish  orator  twenty  lines  in  a  news- 
paper, and  before  six  hours  have  elapsed  from  the  time  the  journal  is 
delivered  to  the  newsman,  the  friends  of  the  orator,  the  friends*  friends, 
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I  bis  aofiuJiiUaoM^  uid  the  Mqviiiitanoet  of  thdie  aequidiitalietSy 

«Uiged  to  read  the  twenty  linee«  twenty  times  oyer,  and  eaeli  time  t^* 
!  lirad  it  more  highly  than  before.   If  they  do  not  do  this,  it  is  ten  ohaneee 

to  one  but  the  orator  will  i*  denounce"  hie  friend  or  acquaintance  at 
the  next  public  meeting. 

It  would  be  a  groee  injuetioe  to  that  body  of  men,  whom  I  mean  to 
deacribe  under  the  designation  of  **  an  Irish  orator/'  if  I  did  not  state 
j  of  them,  that  their  styles  are  as  yarions  as  their  different  natures  and 

dispositions.    The  ^  stupid"  Irish  orator  '*  vexes  the  dull  ear"  with  a 
I  long  narratire  of  what  he  has  read  in  the  mottling  papers ; — ^the  "  igno. 

*  rant"  Irish  orator  spurts  forth  a  harum-skarum  rhapiiody,  which  is  sin- 
less of  a  breach  of  the  second  commandment ;  for  it  bears  not  ^^  the  like- 
I  BOSS  of  any  thing  that  b  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or 

{  in  the  waters  under  the  earth  ;'^<— the  '^  vulgar"  Irish  orator  oontente 

I  himself  with  merely  blackguarding  every  honest  man  of  his  own  party, 

and  praising  all  those  opposed  to  the  principles  he  professes  to  sup- 
J  port ; — ^the   **  half.read"  (the  0^t/»m§ut)  Irish  orator  conglomerates^  in 

k  endless  sentences,  the  hackneyed  ideas  of  etheis,  tied  together  by  opinions 

of  his  own,  which  CEdipus  himsdf  could  not  unravel ;  while  the  great> 
I  l^acause  always  the  most  popular — the  '^  eloquent"  Irish  orator  dia- 

I  gorgen  poetry  gone-mad,  and  prose  run-riot,  in  which  nought  can  be 

,  discerned  but   mystic  images,    unintelligible   phrases,  and  compound 

figures,  like  those  described  in  the  lines, 

«  Humano  capiti  oerrieem  equinam,**  ftc. 

I  These  distinctions  comprise  the  entire  g^nus,  whether  they  be  ranged 

•  under  the  gr^en  or  orange  species.    The  discipline  requisite  to  attain 

I  the  desired  elevation  is  of  the  simplest  kind.    It  is  not  necessary  that 

I  the  aspirant  should  have  studied  any  branch  of  science,  of  the  fine  arts^ 

or  polite  literature.    These  may,  in  fact,  be  an  encumbrance  to  hinu    It 

Is  not  demanded  of  him  even  to  know  how  to  read.    He  has  only  to  try 

himself  once  or  twice  in  private  ;  and,  if  he  discovers  that  he  has  stout 

[  lungs,  a  loud  voice,  and  can  taJk  nonsense  without  stuttering,  he  has 

attained  the  art.    His  friends  (if  he  have  any)  can,  from  that  moment, 

look  upon  him  as  a  most  tiresome  bore ;  while  the  public  hail  him  with 

the  glorious,  the  ennobling  title  of  *'  an  Irish  ori^tpr." 


BARBARISMS  OF  CIVILIZATION. 

DiALOGVB  I«— -Cafitax.  Punisbmbnt. 

English  Jurut^^N^  Z^oiander. 

EngKsh  Jurist.  Your  life  and  education  have  been  truly  extraoidt- 
Bary.  A  savage  infancy,  followed  by  a  highly  cultivated  manhood,  seems 
to  have  bred  in  your  mind  a  very  singular  caste  of  opinions,  not  always 
sound,  but  generally  original  and  entertaining;  and  I  find  in  you  poweie 
of  observation,  and  a  vigour  of  the  reflecting  faculties,  which  might  do 
honour  to  a  civilised  being.  I  beg  your  pardon:  such  you  undoubtedly 
are ;  but  I  mean  a  person  bom  in  a  civilized  community.  Without  the 
aid  of  already  formed  opinions  in  your  father,  mother,  brothers,  and 
sisters,  and  other  persons  moving  about  you  in  childhood,  you  have  ae« 
quired  for  yourself  a  tolerably  good  underetanding  of  the  deyelop«« 
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ilients  of  the  human  «hinieter  In.  a  todal  ttate^  and  of  the  moral  prin- 
eiples  of  light  and  wrong  ;  and  the  itate  of  your  mlnd^  under  ciroum-i 
etancei  eo  diaadvantageoua,  is^  I  assure  you^  to  say  the  least  of  it^  highly 
creditable  to  yourselfi 

JV#to  Zealander,  Believe  me^  Sir^  I  must  think  you  too  partial  in  this. 

English  Jurist,  By  no  means ;  I  never  flatter :  unless^  indeed,  the  in- 
teresting nature  of  your  conversation  may  have  blinded  my  better  judg. 
ment.  Believe  me,  I  cannot  help  regretting  deeply,  when  I  look  upon 
your  4M>untenance,  that  a  man  so  considerably  advanced  in  intellectual- 
attainments,  should  bear  indelibly  marked  upon  him  the  traces  of  a  pre- 
vious barburism.  That  transverse  horizontal  perforation  of  your  nos- 
trils, I  fear,  can  never  be  filled  up ;  and  the  tattoo  on  your  forehead, 
though  fortunately  not  extensive,  is  very  unequivocal  indeed,  my  dear- 
Sir.  Should  you  return  to  your  countrymen,  as  you  propose,  you  will- 
be  able  to  give  them  many  valuable  hints  on  the  manner  of  ornament-' 
ing  their  persons.  After  what  you  have  seen  of  our  European  costume^ 
you  would  not  resume  your  nose-jewels,  I  apprehend,  or  consent  to  the 
infliction  of  any  more  blue  flourishes  on  your  countenance. 

New  Zeaiander,  1  am  not  so  very  sure  of  that,  my  good  Sir  ;  though, 
saying  so,  I  feel  to  be  sinking  in  your  valued  estimation.  Yet,  why  so  ? 
Consider,  we  have  our  veneration  for  these  practices,  which,  whatever 
they  may  appear  to  you,  we  are  in  the  habit  of  odling  institutions* 
Our  ancestors  have,  for  many  ages  back,  worn  nose-rings  and  chin- 
Usathers,  and  tattooed  themselves,  even  more  than  is  fashionable  at  the 
present  day  ;  yet  we  are  not  apt  to  undervalue  the  noses,  the  chins,  and 
the  complexions  which,  under  those  circumstances,  they  have  trails- 
mitted  to  us  ;  and  as  we  naturally  wish  our  posterity  should  be  as  goo4. 
looking  as  ourselves,  we  regard  with  just  suspicion,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
all  change  in  those  adornments,  which  have  so  long  consisted  with  the 
well-being  of  our  faces.  A  person  who  should  propose  to  innovate,  as 
you  desire,  would  find  a  task  of  great  difficulty,  if  not  danger ;  for,  in 
all  matters  touching  their  personal  vanity,  my  countrymen  and  coun- 
trywomen are  very  Tories,  if  I  may  use  that  expression  without  offence. 
It  is  true,  they  take  with  avidity,  and  at  any  price,  the  strange  trinkets 
which  your  seamen  bring  for  barter ;  but  nothing  could  ever  drive  out 
of  their  heads  their  own  way  of  wearing  them.  And  pray,  now,  would 
not  the  women  of  my  country  laugh  at  me  with  some  reason,  if  I  should 
say  to  them,  "  Fie  upon  your  nose-rings !  If  you  must  have  rings,  wear 
them  in  your  ears,  like  the  ladies  of  Europe,  with  large  black  and 
white  pebbles  hanging  at  them. '  Twist  your  hair  about  well  with  hot 
irons,  that  it  may  not  hang  loose  about  your  faces,  as  nature  indeeently 
designed  it ; — ^tum  it  back  from  the  roots,  both  before  and  behind,  and 
bunch  it  up  in  the  middle  of  the  head  like  a  tuft  of  banana  leaves ;  and 
then  you  will  be  able  to  stick  feathers  in  it,  much  larger,  and  more  in 
number,  than  you  could  conveniently  carry  in  your  foreheads,  chins, 
and  noses :  Above  all,  straiten  your  bodies  with  large  layers  of  fish, 
bones  wrapped  tightly  round  them,  and  squeeze  your  toes  into  little 
leathern  bags,  by  which  means  you  will  make  both  your  waists  and 
your  feet  af^ear  much  smaller  than  they  reaUy  are,  without  any  great 
personal  inconvenience  to  yourselves,  either  in  sitting  or  walking. 
Don't  tattoo  yourselves — there's  dear  creatures! — nor  grease  yourselves 
«ny  more  with  that  nasty  oil ;  but  when  your  complexions  have  lost  the 
softness  and  freshness  of  youth,  rub  your  faces  with  a  certain  invaluable 
.  copper-coloured  powder^  ^hich  I  will  show  you !" 
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EngUih  JurUi.  Coma^  come ;  I  see  you  are  more  cyiueaUy  disposed 
than  I  thought  you  before.  I  allow  you,  that  we  civUiaed  people  are 
1^  natural  in  our  manner  of  clothing  and  embellishing  our  persons 
than  we  might  be ;  but  these  are  matters  of  slight  importance,  and 
should  not  make  a  philosopher  of  your  stamp  angry,  .and  lead  him  to 
comparisons,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  are  unjust. 

New  Zeaiander,  Angty,  did  you  say  ?  Of  all  persons,  I  surely  have 
the  least  right  to  be  angry  with  such  barbarisms,  as  I  find  existing  in  dvi^ 
Used  life ;  but  when  I  find  these  made  matter  of  triumph  and  ezulta^on 
in  the  mouth  of  the  polished  sayage,  I  will  own  to  you  I  cannot  some- 
times forbear  expressing  a  little  virtuous  indignation.  You  invite  me  to 
talk  and  express  my  opinions  freely ;  therefore  I  will  tell  you,  without 
fear  of  offence,  that  some  of  your  barbarisms  are  equal  in  degree  to  any 
of  uncivilised  life.  In  one  circumstance  they  are  always  worse  ;  that  .is, 
the  difiiculty  of  eradicating  them,  when  they  have  taken  root  in  the  soil. 
Any  wandering  from  common  sense,  which  human  nature,  vague,  listless, 
and  unenlightened,  may  commit,  is  readily  retrieved  by  the  accession  o£ 
light,  and  the.  young  energies  of  reason  when  it  begins  to  be  employed  ; 
but  when  already  engaged  in  active  motion  and  progress,  a  deviation 
from  the  right  path  in  pursuit  of  a  false  object  is  seldom  remedied  but 
by  an  effusion  of  light,  far  disproportioned  to  the  difficulties  of  the  way. 
A  community,  when  once  in  the  career  of  civilization,  acts  indepen-r 
de&tly,.and  is  alone  responsible  to  itself  for  its  proceedings ;  there  is  no 
one  to  tell  it,  it  is  wrong ;  it  creates,  adopts,  sanctions,  and  recommends, 
ita  own  delusions ;  its  sins  are  chartered  by  opinion,  and  a  respect  which 
they  gather,  not  only  from  their  own  duration,  but  from  the  solemn  and 
deliberate  manner  in  which  they  are  perpetrated.  Individual  enlighten. 
ment  with  difficulty  makes  any  way  against  this  sort  of  authority  ;  in 
h/ct,  it  sometimes  happens,  that  while  the  individual  mind  is  progress* 
ing  in  enlightenment,  the  community  retrogrades.  Look  at  the  history 
of  your  own  country ;  your  ancestors  were  prosperous,  wise,  learned,  and 
philosophical,  enjoying  a  decent  form  of  government,  and  some  good 
laws,  at  a  period  when  old  women  used  to  be  burned  for  witchcraft.  Con- 
sider after  how  long  a  space  you  got  rid  of  torture,  and  the  persecution 
of  people  to  death  for  religions  opinions, — practices  at  which  the  indivl. 
dual  mind  revolted  long  before  their  extinction.  Within  the  last  oen. 
tury  the  punishment  of  death  has  been  extended  to  a  vast  variety  of 
offences,  by  virtue  of  what  we  may  call  the  retrograde  legislative  morale 
of  the  community ;  during  all  which  time,  individual  mind  has  been 
cherishing  and  maturing  the  opinion,  which  is  ultimately  to  triumph* 
that  capital  punishment  is  expedient  in  no  case  whatever. 

English  Jurist,  Here  I  must  be  allowed  to  interrupt  you,  though  un. 
willingly ;  because  I  do  not  consider  the  institution  of  capital  punish, 
ment  to  be  a  barbarism,  as  you  would  seem  to  represent  it ;  nor  do  I 
believe  the  opinion,  that  it  should  be  abolished  in  alL  cases,  is  one  ulti- 
mately  destined  to  triumph. 

New  Zealander,  Believe  me,  now,  in  this  sentiment  of  yours,  you  show 
yourself  a  very  savage;  and  yet  a  milder.mannered  man,  of  a  more  hu- 
mane disposition,  I  do  not  know.  Your  sin,  however,  is  not  your  own 
entirely,  but,  in  a  great  measure,  that  of  the  community  to  which  you 
belong ;  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  which  wear  in  your  eye  a  sancti- 
monious air  of  authority, .  which  prevents  your  examining  closely  their 
intrinsic  merit.  You  do  wrong,  however,  instead  of  referriiig  the  mat- 
ter to  your  private  judgment,  and  proclaiming  the  result,,  to  allow  the 
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authority  of  the  eommunis  sensus  aliteady  ascertained  to  infect  you  with 
the  ferocity  of  approving  practices  on  the  part  of  the  puhlic^  from  which 
your  feelings^  as  an  individual,  would  revolt. 

English  Jurist,  I  think  you  are  making  a  false  assumption.  In  ap- 
proving of  ci^ital  punishment,  I  ahstract  my  mind  ftx)m  every  consider, 
ation  hut  that  of  puhlic  expediency ;  and  looking  steadily  at  this^  I  do 
not  personally  revolt  from  the  use  of  that  punishment  in  proper  cases, 
nor  even  from  the  infliction  of  it  with  my  own  hand,  if  need  were. 

Nets  Zedkmdsr,  Oh !  as  puhlic  executioner ;  hut  that  is  not  what  i 
mean  when  I  speak  of  your  individual  feelings ;  nor,  believe  me,  did  I 
do  you  the  injustice  to  suppose  that,  in  approving  capital  punishment, 
joxL  distinguish  yourself  by  the  slightest  shade  from  the  physical  openu 
tor  on  the  scaffold.  What  I  wish  to  put  to  you  is  this ;  and  I  think  I 
may  reckon  on  a  favourable  answer,  if  I  can  make  my  question  under* 
stood :  Suppose  that,  in  the  murder  of  your  wife,  or  other  dearest  rela* 
tion,  you  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  some  villain  a  violence  to  your 
feelings  which  nothing  can  repair ;  he  is  convicted  of  the  fact,  but  his 
sentence  is  left  to  your  discretion.  Siippose  yourself  in  this  situation, 
without  a  shadow  ^of  a  precedent  to  guide  you.  Vindictive  feelings 
would,  of  course,  have  no  influence  in  the  calm  and  rational  deliberation 
you  would  lend  this  inquiry.  Will  you  tell  me  now  that  you  could  so  far 
trust  your  own  calculations,  however  enlightened,  of  public  expediency, 
as  to  determine  of  your  own  motion  and  on  your  own  responsibility  that 
the  criminal  should  be  put  to  death  ?  or  would  you  not  rather  look  about 
for  some  other  mode  of  disposing  of  him  short  of  that  extremity  ?  This 
is  the  situation  in  which  every  man  should  place  himself  who  forms  an 
opinion  on  this  question ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  your  com- 
munity, now  that  the  question  has  some  chance  of  being  agitated,  to 
form  and  give  expression  to  his  opinion  on  such  a  subject ;  and  by  the 
aggregate  of  opinions  so  formed  and  expressed,  the  practice  would  neces- 
sarily stand  or  fall.  I  perceive  that  your  countryman,  Sir  Wm.  Mere* 
dith,  half  a  century  ago,  startled  the  House  of  Commons,  by  assuring 
them  that  the  Member  of  Parliament  was  the  true  hangman  and  not  the 
executioner ;  but  if  I  understand  the  constitution  of  your  society  aright, 
the  guilt,  or  rather  barbarism  of  such  an  institution  lies  at  the  door  of 
every  member  of  the  community  who  knows  of  its  existence  and  acqui- 
esces. In  such  a  state  of  society  as  you  enjoy,  it  can  be  nothing  but  a 
morbid  indifference  of  the  individual  mind  to  public  affairs  which  places 
the  community  so  far  behind  the  individual  in  civilization.  Of  all  forms 
of  government  monarchy  most  generates,  encourages,  and  (I  will  say) 
stands  in  need  of  this  state  of  inaction  in  men's  minds ;  and  with  some 
reason  denominates  those  persons  good  subjects,  who,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  are  the  worst  citixens  that  can  be. 

English  Jurist.  Thank  you  for  this  lecture  on  the  duties  of  a  dtizen  ; 
for  my  own  part  I  am  inclined  to  call  myself  a  subject  yet,  and  do  not  much 
relish  these  Parisian  refinements.  But  I  have  been  considering  the  sit- 
uation  in  which  you  plaoed  me  so  ingeniously  just  now ;  and  am  prepar- 
ed to  tell  you  that  I  certainly  diould,  on  my  own  responsibility,  consign 
the  criminal  to  death ;  so  that  your  abuse  of  the  community,  as  compared 
with  my  state  of  civilization  at  least,  falls  to  the  ground. 

New  Zeaiandsr,  I  assure  you,  you  surprise  me  a  great  deal  by  this  de^ 
daration  ;  I  own  I  thought  the  argument  at  an  end.  Napoleon  Bon». 
parte,  by  no  means  the  most  humanized  of  men,  was  very  averse  to  pro* 
nonncing  death  in  the  case  of  the  German  Student,  though  invited  to 
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that  course  (which  is  not  the  case  I  put  to  yon)  by  ample  precedent/  hy 
the  established  rules  of  war,  and  by  the  opinion  and  practice  of  every  na- 
tion in  Europe.  The  great  respect  I  entertain  for  your  character  con- 
strains me  to  believe,  that  the  community,  whose  practice  herein  you 
approve,  has,  by  that  very  practice,  infected  your  mind,  otherwise  by  na- 
ture and  education  humanely  disposed,  with  some  tinge  of  its  own  bar. 
barity.  At  all  events,  believe  me,  it  is  to  no  purpose  that  your  face  it 
free  from  those  blue  flourishes  and  transverse  perforations  you  speak  of, 
while  your  mind  entertains  a  doctrine  of  this  description.  It  is  worse 
than  cannibalism. 

English  Jurist  Preposterous !  One  would  think  you  were  losing  your 
temper.  Hear,  at  least,  what  I  am  prepared  to  say  in  behalf  of  the  prac- 
tice whereof  you  complain.  In  the  first  place,  I  propose  to  show  you  a 
natural  right  inherent  in  the  community  to  deal  with  its  individual  mem- 
bers as  shall  seem  expedient,  even  so  far  as  the  infliction  of  death  ;  Se- 
condly, The  public  expediency  of  visiting  certain  crimes  with  that  punish- 
ment ;  Thirdly,  The  sanction  and  authority  of  certain  laws  whldi  have 
emanated  from  the  Deity  himself. 

New  jZeaia7ider»  Allow  me,  one  moment,  as  conviction  is  our  mutual 
object,  to  save  you  some  trouble  in  this  discussion.  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  on  second  thoughts,  you  will  waive  the  last  argument ;  because,  as 
my  religion  is  independent  of  books,  it  is  to  me  in  fact  no  argument  at 
all.  All  interchange  of  ideas  betwixt  us  two  must  proceed  upon  the  de- 
ductions of  reason;  either  therefore  abandon  this  kind  of  argumenta- 
tion, or  decline  to  converse  with  me.  Your  proposition,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  a  natural  right  inherent  in  the  community  to  do  as  it  pleases,  1 
admit  most  freely,  so  that  you  need  not  argue  this  point.  It  is  my  creed, 
(and,  on  this  subject  of  natural  right,  the  opinion  of  a  savage  is  entitled 
to  some  weight,)  that  every  individual  has  a  natural  right  to  do  every 
thing  which  he  has  the  power  to  do,  and  which  the  balance  of  motives,  or, 
in  other  words,  his  will  allows  him.  It  is  the  same  with  a  community, 
which  is  more  absolute  in  this  respect,  if  possible,  than  the  individusl. 
It  has  not  only  a  natural  right  to  put  its  members  to  death,  but  to  put 
them  to  death  without  cause  or  motive :  a  right  often  exercised,  by  the 
way,  where  a  community  resigns  itself  to  the  absolute  authority  of  one 
man.  It  has  a  right  to  torture  its  members  to  any  extent ;  to  roast  them 
to  death,  or  boll  them  to  death,  yes,  and  to  eat  them  after,  if  it  pleases. 
The  main  question  however  survives,  MHiether  it  can  find  in  its  heart  to 
ei&ct  any  of  these  horrors  ?  and  that  ought  to  depend  upon  the  state  of 
social  feeling  in  the  mass  of  its  members ;  that  is,  the  degree  of  respect 
they  entertain  for  the  persons  and  feelings  of  each  other,  the  strength  of 
that  habitual  harmony  which  grows  stronger  and  stronger  with  the  pro- 
gress or  even  the  continuance  of  a  civilized  state  of  being.  The  human 
mind  appears  to  me  open  to  an  almost  unlimited  increase  and  expansion 
of  love  and  tenderness  towards  not  only  its  own  species,  but  all  animal 
life.  That  the  mass  of  the  members  of  many  communities  Of  Europe  are 
now  in  such  a  state  of  social  feeling,  as  to  make  the  punishment  of  death 
an  anomaly  and  a  barbarism  in  their  institutions,  I  can  have  no  doubt ; 
and  how  it  happens  that  institutions  are  so  much  behind  the  general 
state  of  social  feeling,  I  have  attempted  some  explanation  already.  It 
may  seem  unfair  to  you  that  I  should  assume  all  the  discourse  to  my- 
self, and  not  allow  ^'ou  to  go  into  your  argument  of  the  political  expe- 
diency and  necess  }of  this  practice;  but  the  fact  is,  it  could  be  of  no 
avail  for  me  to  hear  you  on  that  point,  however  ably  you  might  main- 
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tain  it>  as  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  contemplate  anything  beyond  the 
abstract  ferocity  of  this  proceeding.  Fond  as  I  am  of  truth  and  its  in- 
vestigation^ you  would  not  be  able  to  fix  my  attention  for  a  moment. 
There  is  much  to  be  said^  doubtless^  on  both  sides,  respecting  the  political 
expediency  of  examination  by  torture,  and  of  burning  for  heresy ;  com- 
mon humanity,  however,  at  this  time  of  day,  refuses  to  entertain  those 
questions^  Just  so  I  feel  on  the  subject  of  capital  punishment.  I  am 
aware  that  many  philosophers  on  my  side  of  the  question  will  dispute  with 
you  both  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  capital  punishment ;  and  they 
are  right  in  doing  so,  because  that  would  be  the  only  mode  of  convincing 
many  persons,  yourself  for  instance ;  yet  I  own  I  am  vain  enough  to 
think  that  my  view  of  the  question  supersedes  this  inquiry. 

English  Jurist.  You  are  singular,  I  believe,  in  not  excepting  the  case 
of  murder  and  other  violences  to  the  person. 

New  Zeaiander,  I  am  sorry  for  that;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
those  who  make  this  distinction  give  up  the  whole  question.  The 
Athenian  lawgiver,  who  punished  all  o£fences  whatever  with  death, 
was  more  consistent.  Once  get  over  the  horror  and  ferocity  of  the 
proceeding,  under  any  circumstances,  and  I  know  not  where  you 
should  stop.  A  distinction  so  immense  must  be  founded  on  vin^ 
dictive  considerations,  which,  to  suppose  in  a  community,  is  as  ab-. 
surd,  as  that  a  man  should  spite  his  little  finger  because  it  pains 
him.  The  greater  the  abhorrence  of  the  crime  of  murder,  the  less  dis- 
posed the  community  should  be  to  meet  it  with  a  proceeding  so  entirely 
similar  to  itself,  or  rather  worse,  in  all  respects ;  for  the  malice  prepense 
of  every  execution  is  far  greater  than  in  the  case  of  any  private  murder ; 
the  act  itself  more  deliberate,  cold-blooded,  and  unredeemed  by  any  dis- 
play of  passion  with  which  human  nature  might  sympathize ;  and  we 
may  judge  by  the  effect  which  habit  produces  on  the  minds  of  butchers 
and  surgeons,  in  what  way  the  dispositions  of  men  sharing  in  these  spec- 
tacles are  to  be  affected  by  them. 

English  Jurist.  Well,  as  you  decline  entering  into  the  political  merits 
of  this  question,  we  may  remain  just  where  we  were  ;  for  I  am  free  to 
confess,  you  have  not  raised  so  strong  an  idea  of  the  ferocity  or  barbarism, 
as  you  caU  it,  of  capital  punishment,  as  to  preclude  an  inquiry  into  its 
public  expediency. 

New  Zeaiander^  Then  I  tell  you  once  more,  it  is  worse  than  can., 
nibalism ;  and  not  intemperately,  I  assure  you,  but  seriously  and 
sincerely.  My  countrymen  have,  as  it  seems  to  me,  been  harshly 
treated  in  this  matter,  by  those  Europeans  who  have  visited  their 
coasts.  All  epithets,  descriptive  of  horror,  brutality,  and  disregard 
of  nature,  have  been  heaped  without  reserve  upon  the  indulgence 
of  this  comparatively  harmless  sensuality.  But  the  lion,  you  see, 
has  been  learning  to  draw  pictures ;  and  it  shall  go  hard  but  he  will 
make  cannibalism  look  quite  amiable  by  the  side  of  capital  pun- 
ishment. In  the  first  place,  you  are  probably  aware  that  the  origin  of 
this  practice  was  purely  religious.  Most  nations  are  believed  at  some 
early  period  of  their  history,  to  have  used  human  sacrifices  as  the  most 
solemn  and  acceptable  that  could  be  offered  to  the  Deity.  It  naturally 
occurred  to  our  ancestors,  (in  common  with  almost  all  religionists  who 
believe  in  the  efficacy  of  propitiatory  sacrifices,)  that  partaking  of  the 
flesh  of  the  victim  was  a  proper  symbol  of  worship,  and  would  render 
the  Being  worshipped  personally  propitious  to  the  communicant.  And 
although  in  later  times  this  practice  seems  to  have  degenerated  amongst 
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barbarous  nationB  from  a  religious  duty  into  a  sensual  indulgenee,  yet  at 
this  very  time  it  is  by  no  means  unconnected  with  sentiments  of  religion ; 
many  tribes  believing  that  the  souls  of  those  enemies  whose  bodies  they 
devour  are  exposed  to  eternal  torment  on  that  account.  But  I  see  you 
consider  it  unfair  that  I  should  press  upon  you  the  religious  sanction, 
having  so  recently  rejected  the  same  argument  at  your  hands;  we 
will  pass^  therefore,  to  the  merits,  if  you  please.  And  first,  I  mmst 
warn  you  against  the  supposition,  that  any  savages  have  ever  been  wm 
savage  as  to  fatten  and  kill  people  for  the  sole  pnxpoee  ef  wrtiag  thor 
bodies.  The  evidence  against  uaonly  applies  to  the  allotted  victima 
of  piety  to  our  gods,  or  the  persena  of  theee  wheee  lives  are  already 
forfeited  by  the  rales  ef  wmt.  TUa  being  the  state  of  the  case,  I  ant 
ahU  te  adc  you  with  some  triumph,  what  earthly  reason  there  is  why  a 
■urn,  heimg  killed,  should  not  be  eaten?  Believe  me,  it  is  a  strange  re- 
fhieraent  of  humanity  by  which  you  object,  not  to  the  killing  of  our 
enemy,  for  that,  forsooth,  is  your  own  practice,  but  to  eating  them 
when  dead,  which  the  worms  would  do  if  we  did  not.  The  true  secret 
of  all  this  virtuous  horror  is,  that  your  own  stomachs  do  not  relish  this 
kind  of  food ;  a  prejudice  altogether  acquired,  and  not  founded  either  in 
nature  or  reason.  The  meat  is  good  meat ;  altogether  as  palatable  as  that 
of  pigs ;  and  your  aversion  to  it  is  precisely  the  same,  in  kind  and  origin, 
as  that  which  makes  the  Jew's  stomach  revolt  at  pork.  As  to  an  innate 
sense  of  propriety,  principles  of  nature,  and  the  like  expressions,  I  own 
I  do  not  understand  what  they  mean ;  and  the  word  "  principle,"  I  hate 
as  you  do  the  devil.  To  come  to  the  political-expediency  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  admit  that,  primd  facie,  it  would  seem  a  dangerous  thing,  that 
men's  minds  should  be  divested  of  this  prejudice,  however  unreasonable ; 
because  were  this  dish  once  recognised,  your  nobles  and  rich  men  would 
inevitably  make  a  luxury  of  it,  whereby  the  lives  of  well-fleshed  people 
in  low  circumstances  would  be  greatly  endangered  from  the  practice  of 
secret  assassination.  On  the  other  hand,  when  I  look  at  the  amaring 
progress  of  population  among  you,  and  the  narrow  space  of  soil  in  which 
you  are  crowded,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  from  the  masters  of 
the  soil,  who  rule  you,  permission  to  import  food  from  other  countries,  I 
cannot  help  wishing,  in  behalf  of  a  people,  whom  with  all  their  faults  I  ad- 
mire, that  a  time  may  not  be  coming,  when  it  shall  be  politicaUy  desir- 
able for  a  large  portion  of  the  community  to  be  rid  of  an  unreason- 
able  aversion  to  each  other's  flesh.  Should  it  ever  come  to  drawing 
lots,  that  state  of  things  will  be  very  horrible  no  doubt,  though  certainly 
not  so  bad  as  universal  famine ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  there  could  be  nd 
objection  to  the  plan  of  giving  the  bodies  of  your  public  criminals  to 
the  poor,  instead  of  sending  them  to  the  surgeons  for  dissection.  Yom 
will  then  have  obtained  another  argument  for  capital  punishment. 

English  Jurist.  Fbr  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  tell  whether  you  have 
been  talking  in  jest  or  earnest  all  this  time.  But  tell  me  fairly,  yes  or 
no,  have  you  ever  tasted  human  flesh  } 

New  Zealander,  £xcuse  me,  now ;  we  will  renew  our  conversation 
another  time.  At  present  I  have  an  appointment  to  keep  with  that  worthy 
man  and  my  very  excellent  friend,  Ra  Mohun  Roy,  who,  with  all  the  seal 
of  a  proselyte,  believes  that  he  shall  convert  me  to  the  religion  of  your 
country.    We  shall  see. 
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The  lane  through  which  I  was  winding  my  way  was  by  no  means 
agreeable.  It  was  narrow  and  dirty :  the  hedgerows  were  thick  and  high 
on  each  'side;  and  where  I  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  landscape  through 
them,  it  seemed  flat  and  unpromising.  I  was  just  thinking  how  pleasant 
a  little  society  would  be,  when  a  stranger  overtook  me.  He  entered  at 
once  into  conversation  with  an  insinuating  ease,  talked  not  too  much, 
and,  when  I  spoke,  listened  with  a  pleasing  smile,  that  had  in  it  nothing 
of  the  sneer,  the  sardonic  grin.  I  was  struck  at  the  first  glance  by  the 
gentlemanly  elegance  of  his  appearance.  He  was  like  the  hero  of  a 
novel,  tall  and  finely  formed ;  his  face,  as  every  gentleman's  ought  to  be^ 
was  pale  and  sallow;  his  hair  black  and  curling ;  his  eyes— -by  Jove,  suck 
eyes ! — ^they  flashed  electric  fire.  It  might  be  that  there  was  something 
peculiar  in  his  walk,  but  if  he  were  lame,  he  contrived,  like  Byron,  to 
conceal  the  defect  so  well^  that  I,  like  Moore  with,  his  friend,  could  not 
discover  on  which  foot  he  halted. 

We  had  not  proceeded  very  far,  when  a  large,  building  on  my  right 
attracted  my  attention.  "  I  know  nothing  of  the  localities  or  curiosities 
of  this  country,"  said  I ;  ''  may  I  ask  what  that  is  ?" 

*'  That,"  he  replied,  ''  is  an  extinguisher  manufactory." 

"  Bless  my  life !"  I  exclaimed,  ''  what  a  number  of  lights  must  be 
burnt  here !" 

"  The  lights  are  not  so  numerous  as  you  imagine,"  answered  he ;  *'  and 
I  should  rather  argue,  that  where  so  many  extinguishers  are  used  there 
are  few  lights."  And  now  1  thought  his  lip  curled  with  something  like 
satire  or  quiz.  I  felt  a  little  puzzled,  and  was  silent.  After  some  time 
he  resumcMl, — '^  You  seem,  permit  me  to  say,  quite  in  the  dark  about 
this  country ;  I  happen  to  possess  some  influence  in  it,  and  will  gladly 
show  you  everything  worthy  your  attention.  That  town  which  you  see 
is  *  *  *  j  but  we  are  now  at  the  gate  of  this  extinguisher  manufactory.: 
will  you  take  a  look  at  it  before  entering  the  town  ?"  "  Willuigly," 
replied  I ;  "  to  say  the  truth,  I  feel  rather  curious  about  it." 

My  courteous  companion  rang  the  beU,  and,  as  he  seemed  perfectly 
well  known  to  every  one  in  the  establishment,  we  were,  in  a  few  minutes, 
ushered  into  the  principal  work-room  ef  the  manufactory.  I  expected 
to  hear  the  noise  of  the  hammer  and  the  saw ,;  but  no,  here  was  only  the 
noise  of  the  tongue,  and  the  rustling  of  paper ;  for,  be  it  known,  the 
extinguishers  were  made  of  paper.  And  now  I  began  to  see  daylight  in 
the  business  of  this  manufactory.  About  a  hundred  youths,  of  different 
ages,  were  busily  employed  in  fixing  on  their  heads,  the  caps,  or  extin- 
guishers, as  my  genteel  friend  chose  to  call  them,  which  the  principal  of 
the  manufactory,  assisted  by  half-a-dozen  workmen,  prepared  for  them. 
Some  large-headed  fellows  had  their  extinguishers  merely  perched  on 
their  crowns :  others,  who  seemed  to  wince  under  the  pressure,  although 
it  was  only  of  paper,  had  theirs  perched  on  one  side.  Of  some,  these 
extraordinary  head-pieces  descended  to  the  brows  ;  of  o.thers,  they 
eompletely  covered  the  eyes.  And  I  observed,  that  this  seemed  ^^  the 
eonsununation  devoutly  to  be  wished;"  for  such  as  had  succeeded  in 
covering  their  orbs  of  vision  were  regarded  with  delight  by  the  men,  and 
with  envy  by  the  boys.  It  was  painful  to  one  to  see  young  creatures 
torment  themselves  thus.  My  quick-seeing  companion  read  what  was 
passing  in  my  mind,  and  said,  *'  You  would  not  feel  thus,  did  you  know 
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how  ntUMMXj  this  ii  for  their  futute  happinefls.  In  this  Mvntrj  ererf 
man  wean  an  eztinguiflher  on  hU  head ;  and  the  sooner  he  learns  to  fit 
it  firmly  on^  and  not  to  look  beyond  its  edge>  the  better  for  hhn.  It  ift 
true^  there  are  some  who  have  ventured  to  throw  off  this  head.-getf, 
which  has  been  worn  among  us  some  hundreds  of  yearsi"  "  But  what  hsre 
been  the  fatal  consequences?"  interrupted  the  manufacture^^  stepping 
forward  to  take  part  in  the  conver8ati<Hi ;  '*  crime,  misery,  anarchy  T 
"  Yes,  yes/'  said  the  stranger  a  little  briskly ;  ''  I  know  all  that  job 
would  say,  respected  Sir/' — (then  aside,  ''  a  prosing  old  fellow !")— "  aa4 
no  one  would  regret  it  more  than  I,  if  the  extinguishing  system  wen 
given  up^"  "  You  would  have  reason.  Sir;  compression  of  the  brain—" 
^*  Exactly  so,  my  dear  Sir:  a  brain  well  squeezed  is  like  a  squeezed  orangs; 
nothing  valuable  left  in  it ;  and  there  is  nothing  like  a  shade  over  the 
eyes  to  keep  one  in  the  right  path*  Good  morning,  good  morning  to 
you.    My  friend,  I  believe,  is  satisfied.". 

•  We  pursued  our  way  to  the  town  for  some  time  in  silence.  As  ve 
entered  it,  my  companion  said,  "  You  seem  thoughtful.  I  am  sorry  to 
see  it:  I  hate  thinking:  gaiety  for  me!  .But  revenoru  dnMmoutam*  Do 
you  see  that  splendid  pile  of  buildings — almost  a  little  town  ?  That  ii 
another  extinguisher  manufactory." 

"  The  devil,  it  is !"  Here  he  gave  me  a  peculiar  flash  from  his  left 
eye.    "  MTiy,  what  a  nation  yours  is  !*' 

"  O,  Sir,  it  is  a  brave  nation  !  As  my  friend  Shaks)>eare  says,  we  write 
brave  verses,  swear  brave  oaths,  and  break  them  bravely.  I  need  not 
take  you  through  that  manufactory.  It  differs  but  little  from  that  which 
you  have  seen :  it  is  only  on  a  larger  scale,  and  here  they  make  extm* 
guishers  for  men's  heads  instead  of  for  boys.  Some  of  them  are  made  of 
parchment, — a  capital  thing!  some  of  old  fusty  paper,  sudi  as  they  Bay 
was  used  in  Greece  and  Rome  for  similar  purposes :  however,  that  I  much 
doubt ;  some,  they  positively  assert  to  be  of  the  same  manufacture  ai 
those  which  the  early  Christians  wore ;  in  these  there  is  an  astonishing 
variety.  Suffice  it,  that  all  our  extinguishers,  of  whatever  they  may  be 
made,  answet  the  desired  end  of  preventing  expansion  of  brain  and  ex* 
tension  of  vision/' 

By  this  time  we  had  reached  the  market-place  of  the  town.  Appo- 
rently  the  public  mind  was  much  disturbed.  A  vast  number  of  the  hon* 
est  citizens  were  assembled  together,  holding  forth  with  noisy  vehemeDoe> 
nodding  their  coned  heads,  and  trying  to  peep  from  under  their  pap®' 
shades. 

"  What  the  deuce  is  the  matter  ?"  said  I. 

''  It  is  all  their  cursed  meddling  in  this  extinguisher  business,"  ^T 
alLknowing  companion  replied.  "  You  must  be  aware  that  the  manu^ 
factories  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  are  for  the  higher  classes  of  society  •' 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  make  extinguishers  for  the  lower,  of  coarser 
and  less  expensive  materials — tarred  brown  paper^  thick  cartridgei  <''' 
strong  foolscap.  Now,  these  answered  well  enough  ;  for  the  people  passing 
their  lives,  as  Scott  has  well  said,  *  in  slavish  labour  and  coarse  ae» 
bauchery,'  had  no  time  to  think  about  their  heads.  Latterly>  hower^O 
the  slavish  labour,  which  afforded  both  the  means  for  '  coarse  debauchery 
and  their  daily  bread,  has  been  unfortunately  much  diminished.  NotbiJig 
sets  a  man's  brain  to  work  like  hunger ;  and  these  fools,  in  beating  ^bout 
to  discover  some  relief  for  their  present  distress,  .have  imagined,  that  u 
they  can  get  rid  of  their  old  extinguishers  and  make  new  ones  for  theB** 
selves,  all  will  be  well"  1 
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*'  You  rnktake,"  said  a  countrjrman  at  our  side :  "  we  think  of  throw- 
iag  off  our  extinguishers  entirely." 

*'  Jupiter  Ammon  f"  exclaimed  the  gentleman^  "  What  a  state  we 
shall  be  in  then  !  The  high  castes — we — ^for  I  am  one  of  the  aristocracj 
— we  still  wearing  our  extinguishers  as  of  old^  and  they^  they  without 
them!" 

''  But,"  said  the  peasant,  *^  you  have  not  one  on  ;  nor  can  I  see  why 
your  elass  should  continue  to  wear  them."  The  stranger  eyed  him  as* 
kance,  with  a  tremendous  frown.  He  boldly  continued.  ''  I  have  found 
nothing  in  this  book  about  high  castes  and  low  castes^  or  about  wearing 
extinguishers." 

"  What  book  of  worse  than  radicalism  is  it  ?"  iaqietuously  demanded 
the  conservative. 

*'  The  New  Testament/'  answered  the  other  quietly.  As  if  struck  by  a 
galvanic  battery,  the  gentlemanly  stranger  bounded  aloft,  and  was  re- 
ceived into  the  bosom  of  a  black  cloud  just  overhead,  with  a  royal  salute 
of  thunder,  whilst  a  vivid  flash  of  lightning  displayed  to  me,  as  he  dis- 
appeared, a  cloven  hoof,  and  I  think  I  also  saw  a — ^graceful  tail.  The  rus- 
tic made  the  place  re-echo  with  a  peal  of  laughter  which  startled  me — 

and — I  awoke.     Frank  M was  hallooing  in  my  ear,  the  reverend 

Dr 's  work  on  Education  lay  open  beside  me,  at  that  interesting 

chapter,  "  Train  up  a  child.'*  The  reverend  Doctor's  establishment  for 
young  gentlemen  was  before  my  eyes,  vastly  like  the  extinguisher  ma** 
nufactory  of  my  dream,  and  the  towers  of  ****  college  were  seen  in  the 
distance. 


THE   SPY  SYSTEM. 


It  was  intimated  in  a  postscript  to  the  last  number  of  this  Magazine, 
that  there  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Tait,  too  late  for  publication,  an 
abusive  letter  from  the  individual,  known  as  Alexander  Richmond, 
''  The  Spy."  Publication  of  that  letter  was  demanded,  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice ;  and  was  promised  in  a  note  appended  to  the  Magazine,  which  has 
proved  a  new  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  A.  Richmond;  though  without 
fee,  or  hope  of  reward,  it  gave  him  sound  advice,  in  bidding  him  drop 
"  Cambyses  vein,"  and  if  he  really  had  the  power  of  establishing  his  in- 
nocence, to  do  so  by  a  plain  statement  o£  authenticated  facts.  He  refers 
proudly  to  the  intimate  knowledge  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn  have  of 
his  character  and  motives,  his  pure  integrity,  and  high  honour.  There 
is  no  doubt  they  know  him  perfectly  well !  We  only  hinted,  "  Let  them 
say  these  fine  things  themselves,  Richmond ;  their  testimony  will  go  far 
in  your  vindication  with  a  wicked  suspicious  world ;  and  happy  shall  we 
be  to  publish  it."  We  advised  him  to  place  a  plain  array  of  figures  before 
the  public ;  to  tell  us  what  he  demanded  from  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  what 
he  got ;  instead  of  merely  mentioning  what  he  was  offered  and  promised. 
The  straight-forward  course  does  not,  it  seems,  suit  a  genius  like  his, 
trained  in  strategy,  and  the  detection  of  plots ;  and  our  advice  only 
draws  fresh  indignation  upon  our  devoted  heads.  Yet  "  our  thirst  for 
evidence  shall  be  gratified ;"  we  rejoice  to  hear  it,  and  so  will  hundreds 
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of  thottsands  of  our  fellow-Bubjects.  The  Spy  System,  probed  to  tbe  bo|- 
tom  hj  the  appearance  of  such  illustrious  persons  in  a  witness-box,  as 
Lord  Sidmouth^  the  array  of  Scotch  Tory  Crown  Lawyers^  Mr.  Finlay, 
See,  6ic,,  summons  of  haven  issued  to  the  Home  Office ;  a  ransacking 
of  the  archieves  of  the  Glasgow  Magistrates  during  "  the  Rebellions^'' 
and  of  the  repositories  of  Mr.  Finlay  !  this  is  beyond  our  hopes,  although 
the  Castlereagh  Government  had  not  shrouded  themselves  in  a^Bill  of 
Indemnity.  We  must  therefore  rest  contented  with  a  few  more  excerpts 
from  RionMOND's  Nabbativb.    But  first  we  give  his  letter : — 


TO  MR.  WILLIAM  TAIT. 

<^— ^*  Purtbif  mepdactoi**. 

Uoi.SdEk>i«>  M,  US. 

Finding  myself  the  object  of  a  most  calumnious  and  malignant  attack, 
in  an  article  headed  "  The  Spy  System,  or  Thirteen  Years  Since,"  pub- 
lished in  your  Magazine  for  May,  and  again  in  a  letter  from  yoursdf  to 
Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay,  in  your  Magazine  for  this  month,  [July,]  I  deem  it 
essential  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  meet  it  by  a  fiat  and  un. 
qualified  contradiction. 

Were  I  not  otherwise  an  advocate  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  my  own 
engagements  would  dispose  me  to  criticise  with  moderation  the  excesses 
into  which  literary  men  are  too  apt  to  fall :  but  when  that  sacred  palla- 
dium becomes  a  vile  instrument  of  falsehood  and  slander,  it  has  reached 
a  point  where  forbearance  itself  becomes  a  sin.  In  your  character  of 
Reviewer,  you  have  assumed  on  this  occasion  a  licence  which  the  liberty 
of  the  press  does  not  confer.  You  are  at  once  Judge,  Jury,  and  Execu- 
tioner ;  and,  in  your  anxiety  to  officiate  in  the  only  capacity  for  which 
your  talents  seem  to  have  qualified  you,  you  hasten  to  condemn  without 
evidence.  To  a  libeUer  so  base,  so  malevolent  as  yourself,  I  stoop  not 
to  vindicate  my  conduct  from  the  foul  charges  which  you  have  brought 
against  it, — that  can  be  best  settled  in  a  Court  of  Justice.  In  £ng.. 
land  this  has  aJ ready  been  done  with  effect;  but,  in  the  meantime,  that 
my  character  may  not  farther  suffer  from  the  virulence  of  the  poison 
which  you  have  dashed  against  it,  and  that  the  public  mind  may  be  dis- 
abused of  the  vile  influences  which  you  have  shed  over  it,  I  cannot  con- 
sent that  so  foul  a  calumny  should  remain  unnoticed. 

After  the  publication  of  my  narrative  in  1824,  the  truth  of  which  I 
challenge  you  or  any  one  to  confute,  it  might  have  been  supposed  that 
prudence  merely  would  have  induced  you  to  pause  before  you  had  ven- 
tured to  brand  me  with  the  base  epithets  you  so  plentifully  hurl  at  my 
devoted  head.  But  your  recklessness  in  attack  is  fairly  matched  by 
your  ignorance  of  the  field  which  you  have  chosen ;  and  time  will  show 
whether  you  can  boast  of  the  success  of  your  achievements. 

My  brief  reply  to  the  charges  brought  against  me  is,  that  they  are 
false,    I  care  not  for  the  source  *  from  which  you  draw  your  information, 

*  Our  chief  sourceis  Richmond's  NAaRATivs,  published  in  1824,  after  all  his  at. 
tempts  to  make  Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay  or  the  (pyernment  dis^rge  farther,  had  proved  in 
vain ;  after  hie  annuitp  from  the  Home  Office  was  stopped,  and  no  hope  remained  of 
czt  jrtinganother  farthing,  for  his  approynl  services.  1 1  is  not  we  then,  that  can  claim  the 
merit  of  exposing  the  Spy  System  in  the  West  of  Scotland:  that  good.office  was  mainly 
performed  by  the  exasperated  A.  Richmond  himself.  It  was  not  we  that  drove  this  man 
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1  haare  nttver  seen.  Be  its  Author  whom  he  may^  (and  judg- 
ing' ftom  bia  mfignmen  mak  camduiUms,  he  seems  a  tyro^  formed  accord- 
ing to  four  own  hearty)  his  stateaMBta  are  a  tissue  of  malignant  false- 
hoods, and  offer  no  other  pretext  for  your  adc^ng  them  in  preference 
to  mine,  than  that  kindred  sympathy  in  sentiment  and  malevolence, 
which  the  '^  darker  spirits"  are  supposed  to  inherit  in  unison  with  each 
other.  But  what  can  justify  you  in  culling  from  your  favourite  vocabulary 
BO  many  choice  flowers  of  rhetoric,  to  illustrate  your  version  of  my  cha- 
racter ?  In  the  excess  of  your  malignity,  you  designate  me  the  "  Master 
Spy" — "  the  social  Burker" — "  the  wretch" — "  the  ruffian"—"  the 
rogue"—"  the  villain" — "  the  clever  knave" — "  the  base  creature" — 
and,  withal,   the  -"  poor  weaver,"  "  whose   expectations  being  highly 


with  contempt  and  execration  from  the  community,  who  belieyed,  and  do  now  believe 
more  firmly  tlian  ever,  that  at  the  instigation  of  certain  known  agents  of  theGoyemmentf 
and  for  the  hope  of  reward,  pay,  wages,  he  came  among  the  reformers  to  incite  them 
to  illegal  acts,  and  then  betrayed  them.  We  were  not  standing  by,  when  Finlay  confided 
to  his  honour  an  Import  akt  State  Secret,  and  added,  that  <<  he  (Finlay,)  had  now 
the  auUwrUy  of  Gifvemmeni  to  offer  me  a  respectable  permanent  situation,  if  I  could 
lend  my  assistance  to  suppress  a  conspiracy"  which  Richmond  himself  says  never 
existed,  but  as  a  paltry  and  imbedle  pretext  to  delay  reform.  We  were  not  present 
certainly,  when  Richmond  the  Reformer  told  William  M'Kimmie,  his  former  friend, 
that  the  people  of  England  were  associating  and  arming  to  overturn  the  Government ; 
and  urged  the  organization  of  similar  associations  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  and  the  taking 
of  an  oath;  assuring  him  that  he  (Richmond)  *^  knew  a  quarter  from  which  plenty  of 
money  would  be  got  to  defray  all  expenses.**  It  is  Richmond  himself  who  writes,  fpage 
06  of  his  narrative.)  ^  My  proceedings,  (that  is  after  he  had  accepted  Finlay's  job,)  mp 
proceeding  required  to  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  caution.  1  plied  iVS'Lauchlane, 
who  had  already  committed  himself  to  me.  I  gave  him  small  sums  of  money  to  re- 
lieve his  neoessitiea^  regulated  so  as  not  to  excite  suspicion.''*  Where  did  yon  get  them 
Mr.  Richmond  ? — It  was  not  we,  that  wrote  the  statement  of  Hugh  Dickson,  or  gave  the 
explanation  of  the  <<  Treasonable  Oath,**  which  you  (Richmond)  put,  it  is  alleged, 
into  the  hands  of  Macdowai  Peat ;  that  oath  which,  at  page  39  of  your  narrative,  you 
flay,  «  ^r.  Finlay  expressed  great  anxiety  to  obtain  a  copy  of  in  writting,**  and  which 
he  got,  you  can  best  tell  how !  Explanations  of  how  that  oath  was  manufactured, 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  public,  than  being  told  by  you,  that  <'  this  was  the 
identical  document  that  made  such  a  noise  in  the  House  of  Commons.** 

It  is  to  Richmond  himself  that  we  owe  the  information  that  he  came  to  Edinburgh, 
and  was  for  months  in  constant  communication  with  the  officials  of  the  Government, 
the  Crown  lawyers  of  Scotland,  throughout  those  shameful  State  Trials  which  recoiled 
with  unmitigated  disgrace  upon  their  Tory  instigators.  **  When  I  called  upon  the 
Crown  lawyers,*'  says  Richmond,  (the  Tory  lawyers,  the  tools  of  the  existing  Govern- 
ment, fiimiliarly  called  upon  by  the  patriotic  reforming  Richmond,  some  few  months  be- 
fore^ an  outlawed  weaver,  in  the  utmost  state  of  destitution ;) — <<  when  I  called  upon  them 
next  day,  they  appeared  like  chagrin  and  mortification  personified.**  This  man  also 
states  that  these  same  Crown  lawyers  (having  confidence  in  him  from  experience  of 
former  services,  is  the  fair  inference,)  wished  to  employ  him  to  influence  the  Crown 
witness,  Campbell,  whom,  on  the  trial,  it  came  out  that  the  Depute  Advocate,  Mr.  Home 
Drammond,  had  endeavoured  to  suborn.  *^  Repeated  references,**  says  Richmond, 
^were  made  to  me  for  my  opitdon  and  assistance  to  overcome  his  (Campbell's) 
scruple^**  This  at  least  shews  the  opinion  the  Toiy  lawyers,  who  were  labouring  in 
their  vocation,  had  of  the  uses  to  which  the  patriotic  Richmond  might  be  put  How 
could  the  man,  if  in  his  senses,  let  out  damning  facts  of  this  nature,  and  then  come 
forward  with  the  air  of  outraged  innocence,  and  martyred  purity  and  integrity  ? 
The  Tory  lawyers,  labouring  in  their  vocation  to  make  out  their  cases,  (to  get  the  men 
hanged,  and  transported,  as  Richmond  states,)  next  consulted  this  worthy,  «  as  to 
what  effect  he  considered  offering  him  (Campbell)  a  situation  under  Goyemment 
would  have  ?**  It  would  have  been  long,  well  be  bound,  before  these  learned  gentle- 
men had  taken  such  ^  sweet  counsel,**  with  William  M'Kimmie,  or  Hugh  Dickson, 
or  any  of  Richinond*s  early  and  honest  reforming  associates,  as  they  now,  in  know- 
ledge of  his  character  and  services,  did  with  him.  We  give  them  full  credit  for  saga- 
dty  enoDgh  to  know  their  man. 
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raised,  had  not  for  counters  sold  himself  to  the  deyih"  Truly,  y<m 
Amiable  in  your  resentment.  And  you  say,  I  was  employed  as  a  GoYem-* 
ment  Spy  ;  that  Mr.  Finlay  was  my  dupe ;  *  and  that  I  hatched  a  plot, 
stimulated  by  the  reward  I  should  receive  in  detecting  it» 

To  the  public  let  my  answer  be  addressed. 

If  one  tithe  of  these  epithets  were  justly  applied,  or  one  iota  of  these 
charges  true,  I  sliould  shrink  from  society  as  a  loathed  thing,  unworthy 
of  the  sympathy  of  my  fellow.men.  But  when  my  conscience  tells  me 
that  I  am  innocent ;  that  my  interference  in  the  events  of  1817  was 
actuated  by  a  sense  of  moral  rectitude ;  from  a  desire  to  save,  and  not 
to  destroy,  the  infatuated  individuals  who  had  formed  a  conspiracy  at 
that  period ;  and  that  I  was  above  the  desire  or  temptation  of  either 
stipulating  for,  expecting,  or  receiving,* the  filthy  gain  which  this  libel 
ascribes  as  my  motive ;  I  feel  that  were  the  same  circumstances  again  to 
arise,  1  could  not  do  my  duty  to  society,  or  to  the  very  individuals  by 
whom  my  conduct  has  been  condemned,  better  than  by  acting  upon 
the  principle  by  which  I  was  governed  upon  that  occasion.  But  what 
were  the  facts  that  this  base  libeller  twists  and  turns,  to  garnish  the 
page  of  his  Magazine  ?  They  are  simply  these :  Being  popular  with 
the  men  for  whose  interests  I  had  suffered,  t  my  influence  with  th«m 
at  a  period  when,  unwillingly  on  my  part,  I  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Finlay,  by  letter  from  Mr.  Jeffrey,  with  the  object  of  advancing  my 
views  in  life,  pointed  me  out  as  a  source  from  which,  if  a  conspi^ 
racy  existed  at  all,  the  authorities  hoped  to  receive  information. 
Mr.  Finlay,  told  me  of  a  conspiracy  against  the  Crovernment.  I  knew 
of  none,  and  therefore  could  not  tell  him.  Among  the  friends  of 
Reform  at  that  period,  with  whom  I  acted,  I  knew  no  such  conspiracy 
existed ;  but,  amon^the  most  destitute  and  desperate  of  the  working 
classes,  I  subsequently  discovered  that  a  conspiracy  did  really  exists  and 
that  its  avowed  object  was  to  overturn  the  Government.  I  was  solicited, 
but  not  empJiyed,  to  inquire  into  it ;  and  my  desire  to  avert  calamity, 
and  save  human  life,  from  a  consciousness  of  the  folly  and  madness  of 
such  a  scheme,  induced  me  to  satisfy  myself,  whether  such  a  plot  actu- 
ally existed.  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  a  friend  to  public  order,  to  announce 
that  I  had  discovered  it ;  but  that  it  was  too  contemptible  to  create  any 
uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  I  undertook  to  dissipate  it, 
not  from  the  temptation  of  reward,  or  a  Crovernment  situation,  as  is  so 
basely  stated ;  I  spurned  with  contempt  the  offer ;  but  on  condition 
that  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Mr.  Cockburn,  known  friends  of  the  people,  and 
politically  opposed  to  the  Ministers  of  the  day,  who  had  patronised  me 
from  my  conduct  on  behalf  of  the  workmen  on  a  former  occasion,  should  he 
made  acquainted  mth  all  the  proceedinySyX  and  that  I  should  be  allowed 
to  take  my  own  means  to  break  it  up  ;  at  the  same  time  receiving  a  pledge 
that  none  of  the  individuals  concerned  in  it  should  be  brought  to  punish^ 
ment.    The  first  part  of  the   condition  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Finlay, 


*  We  must  confess  that  we  said  a  good  deal  of  this,  and  unfortunately  for  Mr. 
Richmond  our  opinion  is  not  a  solitary  one. 

*{-  Richmond  was  a  common  working  weaver.  In  1813,  he  was  indicted,  along 
with  several  others,  as  accessary  to  a  combination  for  a  rise  of  wages.  This  is  the 
amount  of  his  «  suflferings,"  up  to  the  period  that  he,  on  such  exalted  motivei^  ac- 
cepted the  duty  assigned  to  him  by  Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay. 

^  But  were  they  Mr.  Richmond  ?  That  they  were  not !  And  when  came  that 
earliest  moment  that  you  could  see  them  P  As  to  great  delay,  the  exchange  of  com- 
munication between  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,    takes  tibout  twelve  hours  ! 
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chiefly  oil  the  ground  of  delay ;  but  it  was  understood  that  I  shoold 
eemnlunicate  with  these  gentlemen  on  the  subject ;  which  was  done  at 
the  earliest  moment  I  could  dee  them  ;  and  Mr.  Finlay  afterwards  admit- 
ted to  Mr.  Jeffrey,  that  he  had  no  other  hope  of  inducing  me  to  inter- 
fere btit  that  condition.  These  are  stern,  incontrovertible  facts,  and  I 
l^hallenge  their  contradiction.  How  his  pledge  was  kept — ^that  I  should 
be  allowed  to  dissipate  the  incipient  conspiracy  in  my  own  way,  and  that 
the  individuals  should  escape  unmolested — let  Mr.  Finlay  himself  an- 
swer. !  To  him  and  to  Mr.  Reddie,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
purity,  nay,  the  patriotism  of  ii^y  motives,  I  fearlessly  appeal.  Had  Mr. 
Reddie's  advice  and  mine  been  acted  upon,  the  excitement  would 
have  died  away  ;  the  State  .trials  would  never  have  taken  place  ;  and, 
instead  of  the  base  instrument'  which  this  libeller  charges  me  with 
having  been,  he  would  at  this  day  have  pointed  me  out  as  the  protecting, 
rather  than  the  destroying  angel  of  the  misguided  men.  But  Mr.  Finlay 
Ivroke  his  pledge ;  and,  from  motives  which  he  can  best  explain,  made 
that  "  moantain  of  a  mouse,"  which  ended  in  the  discomfiture  of  the 
very  object  which  he  attempted  to  gain,  and  covered  the  Ministry  of 
the  day  with  the  contempt  they  so  richly  deserved.  All  this  was  done 
without  my  interference,  and  expressly  contrary  to  the  stipulation  made 
foiih  me,  and  but  for  which  I  should  never  have  interfered,*  If,  to  save 
himself  from  obloquy,  he  [Mr.  Finlay]  supposes  that  I  am  a  defenceless 
man,  unable  to  controvert  a  simple  denial  of  these  facts,  he  is  much  mis- 
taken, 1  can  produce  living  witnesses  of  high  character,  as  well  as 
documentary  testimony  under  his  own  hand,  to  support  the  truth  of  what 
I  now  state  ;  and  which  has  been  already  stated  at  more  length  in  my 
narrative,  now  nearly  nine  years  before  the  public. 

So  much  for  the  part  I  took  in  the  proceedings  of  that  period.  But 
this  vile  calumniator  is  incapable  of  perceiving  that  a  roan's  actions  can 
be  governed  by  a  laudable  motive,  unless  they  are  crowned  with  success; 
that  events  will  arise*  in  the  tide  of  human  affairs,  beyond  the  foresight 
or  control  of  the  wisest  or  the  best.  He  cannot  see  that  an  individual, 
for  the  benefit  of  society  alone,  can  be  induced  to  place  himself  into  a 
dangerous  and  ambiguous  position,  unless  tempted  by  the  glitter  of 
prospective  advantage.  With  him,  the  pure  spirit  of  patriotism  is  a  mere 
phantom  of  romance ;  and  honesty  of  purpose,  being  alien  to  his  own  na- 
ture, is  a  quality  unknown  in  huraanity.t  Mark  the  partial  and  vindictive 
spirit  which  governs  this  libeller.  He  quotes,  from  my  own  narrative,  that 
a  base  bribe  was  held  out  to  secure  my  assistance;  but,  instead  of  finishing 
the  sentence,  by  stating  that  I  spurned  it  with  contempt,  he  artfully  con- 
ceals this  from  his  readers,  and  tells  them  that  I  "  then  set-myself  to  hatch 
a  plot  with  all  diligence  !*'  What  a  demon  is  this  to  dub  himself  Reviewer ! 
I  have  never  concealed  the  facts.     They  have  been  before  the  public 


•  We  have  nothing  to  object  againit  Mr.  Richmond's  indignation  with  Mr.  Fin- 
lay, for  his  clumsy  mode  of  interference,  and  bungling  of  the  plot ;  save  that  Mr.  Fin- 
lay "for  breach  of  faith,"  pleaded  the  positive  orders  of  Lord  Sidmouth. 

■f-  This  passage,  considering  whence  it  emanated,  is  a  perfect  niriosity.  Spurned 
with  contempt,  Mr.  Richmond  !  Why,  have  you  not  published  to  the  world,  that  not 
contented  with  the  money  advanced  you  to  foster  the  plot,  not  contented  with  the 
annuity  you  received,  not  contented  with  the  offer  of  a  grant  of  land  in  Canada,  not 
contented  with  the  offer  of  a  settlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  you  absolutely  wor- 
ried the  Government  for  reward  of  your  services ;  and  did  not  for  yean  leave  poor  Mr. 
Finlay  nor  the  Lord  AdvoJIke  the  life  of  a  dog,  with  your  cormorant  ravening  for 
money  ?  You-imagined  them  in  your  power ;  but  they  turned  upon  you  and  defied  you 
at  last«»and  yon  published  your  Narrative  ! 
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for  yean.  Who  can  refute  them  f  It  it  well  known  that  Mr.  Fldlay** 
imprudent  haete  to  arrest  the  men  outrun  his  own  discretion ;  hut  it  also 
sacrificed  me  in  the  estimation  of  the  multitude^  who  could  not  jud^e  of 
the  purity  of  the  motives  hy  which  I  was  actuated*  The  consequenos 
was^  that  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  a  lucrative  situation  which  I  had 
recently  obtained,  (as  the  manager  of  Mr.  Owen's  establishment  at  New 
Lanark,)  although  that  gentleman  was  aware  of  the  uprightness  of  my 
conduct ;  and  my  prospects  being  blighted,  I  had  to  remove  my  family 
from  that  quarter  of  the  country,  where  all  my  expectations  and  chances 
of  success  were  centred.  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Mr.  Cockbum,  from  whom  I 
had  received  many  kindnesses  which  can  never  be  effsced  from  my  mind* 
were  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and  regretted  my  interfer- 
ence only  from  the  misfortunes  into  which,  in  a  worldly  sense,  it  had 
involved  me.  The  whole  circumstances  were  before  them ;  and  at  their 
recommendation  alone, — nay,  by  their  desire,  did  1  claim  indemnity  *  for 
the  irreparable  losses  which  I  had  sustained.  I  claimed  no  reward,  and  re- 
ceived no  price  for  my  services.  Equally  independent  in  my  own  station 
as  Mr.  Finlay  was  in  his,  I  disdained  entering  into  any  compact,  and 
could  make  no  appeal  to  any  understanding ;  but  having,  against  my  own 
inclination,  been  solicited  and  urged  to  assist  for  the  public  good,  by 
which  assistance  I  became  a  ruined  man,  I  demanded  from  the  Govern. 
ment  that  reparation  to  which  I  waa  fairly  entitled  for  the  losses  and 
injuries  I  had  sustained.  Had  I  **  sold  myself  to  the  devil,"  as  this 
libeller  states,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  wages  of  sin  would  have  been 
forthcoming;  but  because  I  had  withstood  temptation,  and  had  not "  gone 
through  the  fire  to  Moloch,"  reparation  came  with  a  slow  and  sparing 
hand.f 

This,  in  addition  to  my  narrative,  is  my  answer  to  the  vOe  charges 
which  this  most  worthy  and  approved  reviewer  has  thought  proper  to 
publish  against  me.  The  whole  current  of  my  life  gives  the  lie  to  his 
assertion.  Have  I  stolen  through  existence  "  like  sluggish  waters  through 
a  marsh,  without  either  honour  or  observation?"  No.  Before  these 
events  occurred,  I  had  acquired  a  welUeamed  popularity,  from  my  devoted 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  poor  weavers,  and  my  public  advocacy  of 
their  claims,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Finlay,  who  appeared  against  them ; 
which,  while  it  rendered  me  obnoxious  to  that  very  Government  for  whom 
this  libeller  says  I  acted  as  a  "  master  spy,"  compelling  me  for  a  time 
to  leave  the  country,  and  eventually  immuring  me  in  a  prison,  gained 
for  me  the  esteem  and  assistance  of  those  individuals  I  have  named,  and 
many  others,  to  whom  the  welfare  of  the  people  was  as  the  breath  of 
their  nostrils.  They  knew  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the  suspidon 
which  was  attached  to  my  motives,  and  did  not  desert  me,  when  in  the 

wreck  of  my  hopes  I  was  abandoned  to  the  storm  of  popular  indignation,} 

-  — 

*  This  is  another  of  this  man*s  quiddities,  which  we  do  not  pretend  to  oompit* 
hend.  After  a  man  has  managed  State  plots,  and  held  long  intercourse  with  Tory 
Scotch  Crown  lawyers,  learned  gentlemen,  and  metaphysicians,  he  becomes  misty  to 
plain  understandings,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  apprehend  his  nice  distinction  be- 
tween pay  and  indemnity. 

-f-  Richmond  is  wrong  here.  All  Governments — and  it  is  unhandsome  of  them.— 
that  employ  spies,  are  proverbial  for  reluctance  to  pay  for  ptut  servioefr 

%  So  there  was  indignation  ;  a  storm  of  it.  Richmond  *^  was  compelled  to 
abandon  hi$  lucrative  situation,**  by  the  force  of  this  storm,  which  we  can  tell  him 
is  alive  still.  To  us  it  seems  most  mysterious,  that,  of  all  men  breathing,  Finlay,  to 
whom  he  ^  had  been  opposed,**  should  have  applied  to  him  to  detect  or  suppress  a 
conspii-acy ;  should  have  at  once  intrusted  a  great  Castlereagh  State  Secret, 
to  a  man  noted  as  a  reformer,  and  Champion  of  the  Weavers. 
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lit  a  time  when  I  had  no  opportunity  of  convincing  the  rude  mass  of  the 
purity  of  my  conduct  and  intentions.  Nor  have  my  exertions  in  the 
cause  of  the  people  during  the  last  ten  years,  since  I  have  been  in  the 
metropolis^  been  useless  or  unrewarded.  Let  this  libeller  inquire,  and 
he  will  find  that  the  thanks  of  the  parishioners  of  St.  Luke  are  recorded 
in  their  minutes,  for  my  efforts  in  their  favour  on  many  occasions,  both 
in  correcting  local  abuses,  and  advancing  the  national  cause  of  Reform  ; 
and  that,  at  public  meetings  in  that  parish,  I  have  twice  received^  more 
substantial  testimonials,  with  a  suitable  inscription  for  my  services.  He 
will  find,  also,  that  through  my  instrumentality,  and  under  my  manage- 
ment, a  Bill  is  at  this  moment  progressing  through  Parliament  for  the 
'extension  of  the  franchise,  and  which  has  already  passed  the  Lower 
House.*  I  notice  these  things,  to  show  that  I  ever  have  been,  and  con- 
tinue to  be,  denoted  to  the  cause  of  the  people ;  and  that  devotion  like 
this  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  a  character  such  as  he  describes  me  to  be. 

Let  me  now  address  the  fext  remaining  sentences  to  this  mendacious 
Reviewer. 

What  is  the  object  you  hope  to  gain  by  distorting  facts^  confusing 
dates,  and  mixing  up  events,  which  bear  no  more  relation  to  each  other, 
than  you  to  Solomon  ?  In  the  consummate  vanity  of  your  heart,  too  ex- 
pansive for  the  narrow  grasp  of  your  intellect,  you  constitute  yourself 
the  mouth-piece  and  organ  of  a  party,  whose  cause  is  too  much  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  society  at  large  to  be  spoiled  by  the  empty 
cackling  of  an  ignorant  partisan.  I  have  never  been  the  apologist 
of  the  Castlereagh  school  of  politics,  nor  of  any  infringement  on  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  •  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  severest  denun- 
ciator. I  am,  however,  satisfied,  that  those  who  prematurely  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  a  bad  Government,  without  corresponding  or 
adequate  means  and  intelligence,  are  the  greatest  enemies  to  social 
improvement,  by  the  pretext  they  afford  to  the  tyrant,  to  abridge 
public  liberty  by  playing  upon  the  fears  of  the  timid.  By  conjoining  the 
paltry  and  imbecile  conspiracy  of  1817,  the  object  of  which,  however  con- 
temptible, was  avowedly  to  overthrow  the  Government,  with  the  equally 
absurd  affair  in  1820,  with  which  it  had  no  possible  connexion,  you  evi. 
dently  hope  to  draw  the  sympathy  and  approbation  of  the  public  to  the 
wild  scheme  of  revolution.  Beware  !  This  course  will  only  hasten  your 
own  discomfiture  ;  and  if,  in  a  worldly  sense,  theorists  like  you  have  little 
to  lose,  and  every  thing  to  gain,  by  a  convulsion — yet,  remember^  you 
are  the  more  likely  to  encounter  the  disgust  and  contempt  of  reasoning 
men,  with  the  less  chance  of  being,  as  I  am,  able  to  convince  them  of 
the  disinterestedness  and  purity  of  your  motives. 

London,  June  17,  1833.  A.  B.  Riohhond« 

Mr.  Richmond's  second  letter  to  us  is  so  much  a  repetition  of  the  first, 
that  he  must  pardon  us  for  not  inflicting  the  double  dose  upon  our  readers. 
The  pithiest  passage  we  do  give — '^  I  make  no  appeal  to  your  generosity  ; 
forewarned  my  life  and  character  would  be  safer  under  the  uplifted  dag>- 
ger  of  the  assassin,  than  dependent  on  your  tender  mercies."  There  is 
for  us  !  And  this  is  a  fine  return  to  make  us  for  counselling  him  (without 
hope  of  either  fee  or  indemnity)  to  employ  the  first  interval  we  could 

*  We  rejoice  to  hear  of  this  hill,  though  the  London  Papers  have  been  so  remiss 
as  never  to  have  noticed  a  measure,  which,  under  such  high  auspices,  has  made  so  satis- 
factory a  progress.  As  to  the  thanks  of  the  parishioners  of  St  Luke*s,  we  can  on]y 
obterre  that  these  parishioners  differ  in  so  far,  from  those  of  St  Enoch,  St  Mungo^ 
St.  John,  or  any  other  Saint  in  Scotland. 
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«pare  from  hig  present  diitiefl>  in  procuriog  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Jeffrey 
Mr.  Coekburn,  and  Mr.  Owen,  as  to  those  old  dark  matters ;  inst&id  of 
vapouring  about  his  own  high-minded  purity^  with  ail  the  men  in  Seat- 
land  sneering  in  his  face^  whom  contempt  or  indignation  at  this  miserable 
hypocrisy  or  self-delusion  will  allow  to  sneer.  For  counselling  thus, 
and  for  advising  him  to  make  a  dean  breast^  and  a  clear  statement  of  how 
his  account-current  stood  with  the  Government  for  three  years  : — theae 
are  our  thanks! 


Now  that  we  are  done  with  his  letters,  we  must  take  leave  to  ask  Mr. 
Richmond,  that  much  injured  man,  why,  after  Mr.  K.  Finlay  had  out- 
stepped the  conditions  of  their  original  paction,  **  broken  faith  with  him/' 
as  he  says,  had  caused  the  poor  men,  to  the  number  of  30  to  40  to  be 
arrested,  and  despatched  the  treasonable  oath  to  the  Home-OflBice  ;  sod 
after  the  Lord  Advocate,  Maoonochie,  had  stood  up  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  read  that  awful  oath,  and  as  Richmond  states,  asserted 
that  ''  there  was  a  conspiracy  existing  in  Scotland,  that  there  were 
many  of  the  higher  orders  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  and  that  it  con- 
sisted of  thousands ;" — ^^Vhy,  we  take  leave  to  ask,  did  it  not  strike 
Richmond,  that  then,  and  after  all  these  events,  an  honest  man,  an 
iionest  reformer  would  have  come  boldly  forward,  and  said,  in  1817, 
whattwas  not  wrung  from  him  till  1824,  after  Finlay  and  the  Government 
had  used  him  like  a  cast  off  Spy  ?  What  does  the  man  say  for  himself  ? 
He  had  just  been,  he  says,  consulted  by  Mr.  Reddie,  as  to  the  effect  the 
awful  raw.head-and-bloody-bones  report  of  the  Lords'  Secret  Committee 
might  have  on  the  nation  ;  a  copy  if  that  report  having  been  sent  to 
Glasgow,  to  his — what  shall  we  call  them  ? — friends,  eiuployers,  asso- 
ciates. We  cannot  hit  upon  a  word  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  inter- 
^sourse  that  would  satisfy  either  the  one  party  or  the  other. 

On  the  Slst  Februaiy,  the  great  State  explosion  was  impending,  and 
Richmond,  the  reformer,  had,  as  we  said,  read  at  Mr.  Reddie's,  tlie  report 
•of  the  Lords'  Secret  Committee.  He  was  to  meet  Messrs.  Finlay  and 
Reddie,  he  says,  again,  on  the  23d  ;  but  lo !  on  the  22d,  the  precipitate 
and  headstrong  Mr.  Finlay  had  the  whole  of  the  '<  conspiratoi's"  clapped 
in  jail,  without  even  consulting  Richmond.  *'  I  pasaed,"  he  says,  "  that 
aniserable  day  waiting  with  impatience  for  the  time  of  appointment  to 
hear  what  justification  Mr.  Finlay  could  make  for  his  conduct. 

*'  When  the  hour  at  last  arrived,  1  hastened  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Red- 
idle,  where  1  met  Mr.  Finlay.  Irritated  almost  to  fury,  /  branded  him 
vith  a  breach  of  the  agreement  made  with  me,  in  takitig  the  men  into 
4mstody,  when  in  the  full  knowledge  of  every  thing  being  perfectly  safe, — 
.and  for  uselessly  and  unnecessarily  compromising  me.  He  first  endea- 
voured to  pacify  me ;  and  then,  to  justify  himself,  he  said  that  P£REMP. 
TORV  INSTRUCTIONS  had  been  received  FROM  LORD  SID. 
MOUTH  ! !  !  to  apprehend  all  the  parties  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
ihe  order.  I  replied,  that  was  no  reason  why  confidence  should  have 
t>een  broken  with  me,  and  that  I  had  a  right  to  have  been  consulted  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  put  it  in  execution.  He  said,  their  reason  for 
not  doing  so  was,  that  they  were  aware  I  would  not  give  my  consent ; 
and  as  they  were  obliged  to  act,  they  thought  it  better  to  do  it  without  my 
knowledge.*' 

*'  Unnecessarily  compromising  me,"  says  he, — there's  the  rub.  Well, 
the  men  are  now  in  jail ;  and  Richmond  afterwards  asserts  his  belief  that 
of  the  men  tried,  had  the  Crown  lawyers  been  able  to  obtain  a  verdicti 
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-some  would  have  suffered  the  penalties  of  treason,  and  others  would  haye 
^een  transported.     In  1824,  this  Richmond  says,  "  the  gang  let  loose  (in 
Crlasgow  in  1817)  upon  this  occasion  belonged  chiefly  to  the  Police  Estab- 
lishment of  Edinburgh.  *  *  *  *    They  were  not  made  acquainted  with 
particulars,  but  were  given  to  understand  that  there  were  some  secret 
measures  going  on  against  Government,  which  they  were  to  endeavour  by 
aU  means  to  discover.    The  local  officers  also  got  a  general  notification, 
which,  without  being  of  any  service,  enabled  them  to  assist  in  the  howi. 
Such  men  might  be  qualified  to  associate  with  and  ferret  out  thieves, 
but  could  form  no  conception  of,  and  were  unfit  to  be  intrusted  with  an 
affair    of    national    importance."      Richmond   is    evidently    displeased 
with  Mr.  Finlay  having  two  strings  to  his  bow — the  Police,  the  Patriot- 
Spy,  and  those  the  Patriot-Spy  plied  with  sums  of  money.     He  would 
4M>n8ent  to  the  interference  of  no  one  in  the  management  of  the  plot, 
but  himself;  not  even  to  the  interference  of  that  person  who  had  first 
informed  him  of  its  existence.    But  we  have  wandered  from  the  point 
we  wish  to  elucidate. 

Richmond  speaks  of  his  own  rage  at  what  he  calls  Finlay 's  breach  of 
faith.     He  declares,  again  and  again,  that  the  use  made  of  the  conspiracy 
was  a  piece  of  humbug  to  delay  reform ;  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended :  but  he,  once  so  popular  among  his  fellow.workmen ;  he, 
who  bad  done  so  much  for  them ;  he,  the  reformer,  saw  the  Castlereagh 
government  use  this  base  pretext  to  create  alarm,  and  suspend  the  safe- 
gVLarda  of  freedom  ;  he  saw  numbers  of  deluded  men  dragged  to  prison, 
with  the  prospect  of  death  or  transportation,  and  was  silent.     He  says, 
'*  I  had /requent  opportunities  of  unreservedly  hearing  the  sentiments  of 
the  Crown  lawyers  during  the  progress  of  the  trial  [of  Andrew  Mac. 
kinlay  for  treason.]     I  will  state  the  impression  produced  on  my  ntind 
as  to  the  original  intention  of  the  measures  pursued.     Had  they,  (the 
Crown  lawyers,)    in   the  first  instance,   succeeded'  in  establishing  the 
iidministration  of  the  oath  [the   treasonable   oath  which    Finlay  got, 
Richmond  knows  best  how]  of  which  they  entertained  no  doubt  two  or 
three  would  have  been  sentenced  to  capital -punishment,  and  a  number 
more  to  transportation ;  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  their 
sentences  would  have  bekn  cakrisp  into  execution."     Now  with  all  this 
Jtnowledge  and  belief,  and  all  his  boast  of  patriotism,  and  love  of  justice 
and  of  the  people,  why  did  not  Richmond  the  Patriot-Spy,  come  forward 
and  proclaim  these  things,  while  the  truth  would  have  saved  the  men, 
saved  the  country,  and  gone  far  to  redeem  himself.     Why  did  he  keep 
•all  this  in  his  own  breast  for  seven  years,  till  that  abortive  course  of 
worrying  for  his  ''  indemnity"  was  found  to  be  useless  with  a  hard- 
hearted, ungenerous,  Tory  Government }  Why  did  he  not  come  forward 
then,  and  make,  as  he  says  he  had  a  right  to  do,  ''  An  Kxposuhe  of  the 
Whole  ?" 

We  have  seen  how,  in  his  letter  above,  this  man  scouts  the  idea  of 
working  to  the  Tories  and  their  Glasgow  agents  for  pay.  Let  us  quote 
a  few  paragraphs  from  his  own  narrative,  in  corroboration  of  this.  Why, 
the  greater  part  of  his  book  is  occupied  by  the  history  of  his  pertina- 
cious dunning  for  this  very  pay  which  he  calls  by  the  gentle  and  pretty 
name  of  ^'indemnity."  In  the  middle  of  July,  181 7,  the  whole  of  his  conspi- 
racy was  up  for  ever ;  blown  to  pieces  by  the  disclosures  made  by  honest 
Campbell,  on  the  trial  of  Mackinlay.  Richmond  expected  to  be  called 
as  a  Crown  witness  on  that  trial.  He  had  been,  as  he  boasts,  constantly 
in  communication  with  the  prosecutors ;  he  had  witnessed  their  dismay 
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on  their  never-to-be-forgotten  failare ;  he  had  been  entreated  by  t&eaii 
he  nys  positively^  to  assist  in  suborning  Campbell.  Bat  all  was  up  now; 
the  cases  were  abandoned,  the  prisoners  were  liberated,  and  nothing  re- 
mained but  the  settling  of  the  reckoning  between  the  Patriot-Spy  and  his 
employers.  It  went  slowly  forward;  and  Richmond,  in  the  meantimt, 
attempted  to  justify  himself  to  his  indignant  countrymen,  by  writing 
letters  to  the  newspapers,  in  much  the  same  strain  that  he  now  does  to 
Tait'9  Magaxine.  In  one  of  them  he  made  an  i4>peal,  as  to  his  character, 
to  Mr.  John  Wilson,  a  weaver  in  Glasgow,  and  to  other  old  friends ;  si 
he  makes,  in  the  above  letter,  a  kind  of  reference  to,  or  assumption  oU  the 
opinions,  he  says,  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn  entertain  of  him.  What 
was  Mr.  Wilson's  reply  to  this  appeal  ?  It  appeared,  we  are  informed, 
in  the  pamphlet  reviewed  in  this  Magazine,  in  the  Glasgow  Chronicle, 

"  Is  it  possible,"  says  Wilson,  (one  of  the  rude  mass,)  "  that  there 
exists  a  wretch  on  earth  so  callous,  so  divested  of  all  humanity,  as  to 
contemplate  with  indifference  thirty  or  forty  of  his  felloF  creatures  im- 
mured in  prison,  and  their  families  brought  to  ruin  by  his  machinations; 
and  that  the  crimes  into  which  he  seduced  them  might  bring  numbers  of 
them  to  an  untimely  end  ?  Blush  ye  Vaughans  and  ye  Penmans,  ye  are 
but  drivellers  in  the  work  of  blood  !" 

Richmond  made  no  further  appeal  to  John  Wilson. 

But  he  made  an  appeal  in  a  different  strain  to  Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay. 
Indeed  he  gave  Finlay  no  peace  for  five  long  years. 

"  I  considered,"  said  he,  p.  119,  "  that  as  I  had  sacrificed  every  thing 
on  public  grounds,  GOVERNMENT  was  fairly  and  justly  entitled  to 
indemnify  me  for  my  losses,  and  not  leave  me  dependent  on  private 
friends.  Under  that  impression,  when  I  became  fully  sensible  of  the 
effect  produced  by  their  measures,  I  had  written  Mr.  Finlay,  pointedly 
stating  that  opinion,  and  that  as  he  had  been  the  cause  of  involving  me, 
he  was  in  honour  bound  to  see  me  fairly  indemnified.  Mr.  Finlay  at 
once  admitted  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  apprized  me,  that  before 
leaving  London  at  the  end  of  the  Session,  HE  HAD  AN  INTERVIEW 
WITH  LORD  SIDMOUTH  FOR  THE  PURPOSE,  and  had  minutd^ 
explained  the  nature  of  my  situation  ;  that  his  Lordship  said,  it  was  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to  afford  me  every  protection,  and 
his  firm  determination  that  full  compensation  should  be  made  for  v^ 
I  had  suffered,  by  so  laudably  lending  my  aid  in  the  public  service,  and 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  me  in  any  manner  he,  Mr.  Finiayj 
chose  to  point  out." 

Richmond  does  not  say  here  that  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn  urged 
him  to  seek  indemnity;  but  he  lets  out  what  justifies  our  previous  notion 
of  the  grounds  on  which  alone  they  could  give  him  such  advice.  ^^ 
Government  had  notoriously  employed  spies,  who  had  incited  and  be- 
trayed the  people ;  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  had  given  notice  of  • 
motion  for  inquiring  into  the  late  transactions  in  Scotland ;  and  it  ^ 
desirable  to  the  Opposition  that  the  proof  of  spies  having  been  employed 
by  the  (rovernment,  should  be  established  by  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  been  paid. 

Richmond  says  that  it  was  judged  better,  upon  all  hands,  to  let  the 
"  indemnity"  stand  over  till  after  the  Parliamentary  discussion  had  been 
got  over.  We  now  quote  Richmond's  exact  words : — *'  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate returned  to  Scotland  in  high  spirits,  immediately  after  the  dispo^' 
of  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton's  motion,  February,  1818,  when  he  told  ib«» 
I  quote  his  own  words,  that  he  had  explained  my  conduct  and  situati^ 
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•t  ih9  Trtatury  Board,  after  the  debate  was  over  in  the  Honse^  where 
it  had  b«en  very  fully  discussed;  that  they  (the  whole  Castlereagh 
Cabinet^  to  wit^)  were  all  sensible  that  I  had  had  a  very  difficult  task  to 
perform^  hut  that  I  had  conducted  myeelf  »o  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  who  were  concerned,  that  the  whole  Treasury  Board  were  determined 
I  should  be  fully  compensated ;  and  that  I  should  be  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation which  should  enable  me  to  live  comfortably  for  life." 

In  the  meantime,  till  all  this  could  be  adjusted,  as  they  wished  the 
thing  to  be  first  quite  blown  over,  the  same  Lord  Advocate  requested  that 
Mr.  Richmond  would  suffer  no  inconvenience,  as  he  would  give  him  a  draft 
for  any  money  he  required.  Now,  all  this  Richmond  tells  himself.  He 
certainly  took  the  draft,  but  we  hear  nothing  of  that.  "  What  a  lucky 
scoundrel,"  says  the  author  of  the  exposure  of  the  Spy  System,  '<  to  be 
raised  from  the  loom-shop,  and  placed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in 
a  situation  which  would  enable  him  to  live  comfortably  for  life."  This 
was  in  February,  1818,  and  while  the  Lord  Advocate  was  rejoicing  in  his 
escape,  and  in  having  been  able  to  defeat  Lord  A.  Hamilton's  motion 
for  inquiring  into  these  shameful  transactions ;  but,  by  the  end  of  May, 
bis  Lordship  became  afraid,  Richmond  tells,  "  lest  the  Ministry  should 
be  drawn  over  the  coals  by  the  Opposition,"  if  they  gave  Richmond, 
(Mr.  Jeffrey's  and  Mr.  Cockbum's  friend,)  an  appointment  directly  under 
their  patronage ;  the  appointment  of  Reynolds  to  a  consulship  having 
proved  very  troublesome  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  So,  continues  Richmond, 
the  Lord  Advocate  told  me  ''  he  was  requested  to  submit  it  for  my  con- 
sideration, to  accept  an  outfit  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  I  should 
receive  a  grant  of  land,  accompanied  with  a  strong  recommendation  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Colony."  My  answer  to  this  important  proposition 
was  requested  in  two  days ;  which  afforded  little  time  to  consult  my 
friends.  The  same  reasons,  however,  which  prevented  me  from  accept- 
ing the  offer  made  by  them  to  go  to  America,*  operated  in  a  still  stronger 
degree  here,  when  the  vague  and  indefinite  principle  upon  which  I  should 
have  to  go  out,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony,  were  fully  taken 
into  consideration ;  therefore,  I  waited  on  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  stated 
my  reasons  for  rejecting  the  offer. 

"  On  this  occasion,"  says  Richmond,  p.  140,  '^  a  rather  singular  con- 
versation took  place.  After  fully  explaining  to  him  (the  Lord  Advocate) 
that  I  could  not  go  to  a  distant  foreign  station,  &c.  I  told  him' that  the 
objecti<m  stated  against  making  any  arrangement  at  home  appeared  to 
me  to  be  completely  puerile,  and  in  point  of  fact  was  no  objection  at  all. 
His  Lordship  replied,  that  although  they  (the  Ministry)  did  not  attach 
much  importance  to  any  attempt  of  the  Opposition  to  impugn  their  con- 
duct, yet  the  chief  difficulty  which  prevented  Government  from  making 
an  appointment  to  a  situation  directly  under  their  patronage,  arose  from 
their  fear  of  being  overwhelmed  with  solicitations  in  behalf  of  men  [Spies] 
who  had  been  employed  in  England,  for  whom  they  neither  had,  nor  were 
disposed  to  make  any  provision." 

We  are  almost  glad  that  Richmond's  letters  to  Mr.  Tait  have  led  us  to 
look  again  into  these  affairs — we  had  not  before  gone  half  enough  into  his 
Narrative.  The  Session  of  Parliament  ended.  The  Ministers  procured 
a  Bill  of  Indemnity  for  themselves,  and  bade  their  spies  go  whistle.  But 
Richmond  stuck  to  them.  "  Mr.  Reddie,"  he  says,  "  had,  from  the  com- 
mencement, felt  an  intense  interest  in  my  situation,  and  as  I  kept  up  a 
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regular  correepandence  with  him^  he  remonBtrated  strongly  against  tlie 
injustice  of  keeping  me  so  long  in  suspense ;  to  which  the  Lord  Advocate 
answered^  he  was  not  at  all  blameable^  as  he  had  pressed  the  matter  until 
he  believed  he  had  rendered  himself  disagreeable.  As  all  parties  had  been 
aUke  liberal  in  their  professions,  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  judge  whose  con- 
duct was  really  censurable.  My  friends^  however^  were  agreed  in  opinion 
that  /  had  completely  exhausted  the  official  quarter  in  Scotland,  [no 
more  drafts  going ;]  and  1  told  the  Lord  Advocate^  that  as  I  looked 
upon  Mr.  Finlay  in  honour  bound  to  see  justice  done  to  me,  I  would 
immediately  call  upon  him  to  interfere.  At  a  former  period  his 
Lordship  had  told  me  the  matter  had  been  intrusted  entirely  to 
himself,  and  that  he  felt  sufficiently  interested  on  my  account  to  ren^ 
der  Mr.  Finlay's  interference  unnecessary;  but  he  now  assured  me, 
if  Mr.  Finlay^  or  any  other  person^  could  be  of  service  in  supporting 
his  representations^  he  was  perfectly  agreeable  they  would  do  so.  Mr. 
Finlay  had  been  sometime  absent  in  France^  but  previous  to  his  leaving 
England  it  had  been  agreed,  if  any  obstacle  was  thrown  in  the  way 
of  a  settlement,  he  should  be  instantly  apprized  of  it ;  and  early  in 
October  Mr.  Reddie  forwarded  to  him  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  London  he  soli- 
cited an  interview  with  Lord  Sidmouth.  A  meeting  took  place  in  con- 
«equence,  on  the  17th  of  the  above  month,  after  which  Mr,  Finlay 
WAOT£  ME,  that  the  representation  had  been  transmitted  by  the 
Lord  Advocate,  and  fully  considered ;  that  my  services  and  motives  were 
as  warmly  and  justly  appreciated  by  all  the  parties  as  they  were  by  Atm- 
eeff,  and  as  strong  a  desire  existed  to  do  me  justice,  but  that  difficulties 
were  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  that  desire,  which  he  would  be  better 
able  to  explain  at  a  FUTURE  period ;  that  in  the  meantime  an  AN- 
NUITY  should  be  paid  to  me,  to  meet  my  running  expenses  on  a  moderate 
scale,  until  a  more  permanent  arrangement  should  be  made. 

When  the  proposal  was  made  for  me  to  go  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Mr.  Finlay  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  whatever  engagement  I  entered 
into,  I  ought  to  have  committed  to  writing,  *^  as  their  verbal  promises 
were  not  worth  a  straw"    Sound  advice  that. 

''  I  apprized  Mr,  Reddie,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  difficulties  thrown 
in  the  way  even  of  the  temporary  measure  which  Mr.  Finlay  had  repre- 
sented as  concluded ;  and  early  in  February,  my  letters,  detailing  all  that 
had  transpired  with  the  Lord  Advocate,  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Finlay 
in  London.  On  the  8th  of  that  month,  he  again  waited  on  Lord  Sid- 
mouth ;  and  by  a  letter  of  that  day's  date,  I  was  informed  that  he  had 
received  assurances,  that  immediate  instructions  should  be  given  to  pay 
up  the  ARREARS  of  ANNUITY  which  had  been  promised,  and  to 
CONTINUE  it  by  regular  instalments  until  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
could  be  made  : — that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  called  the  same  day,  and 
had  urged  the  matter  very  stongly  ;  and  that  I  might  rest  myself  quite 
easy,  &c.  About  three  weeks  after,  the  Lord  Advocate  was  called  down 
to  Scotland  for  a  short  time  on  business  ;  when  I  waited  upon  him,  never 
entertaining  a  doubt  but  he  was  fully  authorized  to  make  a  formal 
recognition  of  the  engagement  made  with  Mr.  Finlay.  He,  however, 
denied  all  knowledge  of  any  specific  arrangement ;  saying  that  no  settle- 
ment could  be  got  at  the  time,  but  that  he  understood  there  were  some 
arrears  due,  to  enable  me  to  meet  present  exigencies,  the  particulars  of 
which  he  would  explain  before  he  left  Scotland.  That  explanation  was, 
however,  never  given ;  as  he  went  off  a  few  days  after,  leaving  notice 
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that  he  could  give  no  satisfaction  until  he  returned  to  London^  when  he 
would  write  to  me  immediately  on  his  arrival ;  and  in  a  short  time  he 
sent  me  an  order  for  some  money,  without  making  a  single  allusion  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  remittance  was  made." 

Richmond's  period  of  active  service  lasted  from  ahout  the  end  of  No- 
vember^ lSl6y  till  the  22d  February^  1817^  when  the  men  were  arrested  : 
— he  g^t^  one  way  and  another^  what  we  call  good  pay^  for  three  months' 
patriotic  duty.  To  be  sure,  he  afterwards  remained  in  Edinburgh  till 
July  of  the  same  year,  during  the  trials,  "frequently  seeing  the  Crown 
lawyers." 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Maconochie,)  was  raised  to  the  bench:  Sir  WiL 
liam  Rae  succeeded  him,  and  received  in  Richmond  a  troublesome  legacy 
of  office,  made  over  in  these  terms : — "  The  bearer  is  Mr.  Richmond, 
the  circumstances  of  whose  case  I  fully  explained  to  your  Lordship." 
When  I  waited  (says  Richmond)  upon  Sir  WiUiam  Rae  with  this  note, 
he  told  me  he  had  not  seen  Lord  Meadowbank,  nor  did  he  know  any 
thing  of  the  case,  but  that  he  would  write  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
instructions  how  to  act,  and  inform  me  of  the  result. 

Thus  was  this  unlucky  Patriot-Spy,  and  real  friend  of  the  j[>eople, 
knocked  about  from  year  to  year.  At  one  time.  Sir  William  Rae  came 
to  Glasgow ;  and  Mr.  Finlay,  as  we  understand  Richmond  to  mean, 
"  then  produced  two  letters  he  had  received  from  Lord  Sidmouth ;  the 
first  directing  him  to  pay  the  annuity  they  had  promised,  upwards  of  six 
months'  of  it  being  then  due ;  and  the  second,  which  was  of  a  subsequent 
date,  requesting  him  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  the  circular  letter 
issued  from  the  Colonial  Office,  respecting  Emigration  to  Algoa  Bay  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  I  was  requested  to  weigh  the  matter  maturely, 
and  if  I  would  agree  to  go  out,  he  was  desired  to  assure  me  I  would  re« 
ceive  an  outfit,  &c. ;  in  other  words,  this  was  a  repetition  of  the  offer 
made  me  the  preceding  year,  which  I  had  then  declined."  Richmond 
would  go  to  no  Algoa  Bay.  He  memorialized  the  Home  Secretary  about 
his  services  ;  told  what  he  had  done  on  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  K.  Finlay, 
and  what  he  had  suffered ; — and  on  this  the  Lord  Advocate  was  autho. 
rized  to  settle  his  claim  in  honey,  and  naturally  asked  him  his  price. 
Richmond,  it  has  been  seen,  had  a  proper  value  for  his  services.  He  shied 
here  ;  and,  indeed,  as  he  often  says  himself,  "  what  he  had  done  and  suf- 
fered, was  not  easily  to  be  requited."  He  does  not  tell  what  the  amount  of 
his  demand  was ;  but  he  does  what  is  equivalent,  in  letting  us  know 
Lord  Sidmouth's  opinion  of  the  exorbitance  of  it. 

**  Having  learned  that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  received  an  answer  to 
the  above  communication,  I  called  upon  him  on  the  13th  of  November, 
when  he  read  me  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hobhouse,  [Under  Secre- 
tary of  State,]  to  the  following  effect : — '  That  he  had  laid  his  Lordship's 
letter,  with  the  enclosure,  before  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  was  directed  by 
him  to  say,  with  respect  to  the  claims  of  Richmond,  they  appeared  to  be 
greatly  inflated  ;  Government  never  having  given  him  any  assurance  that 
they  would  place  him  in  a  situation  where  he  wovld  live  comfortable 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life ;  that  Lord  Sidmouth  adhered  to  the 
instructions  formerly  given ;'  which  were  to  offer  a  sum  not  amounting  to 
one-fourth  of  my  actual  loss  [demand  ;]  and  whether  I  accepted  it  or  not, 
the  Lord  Advocate  was  directed  to  discontinue  the  annuity  previously 
granted." 

Richmond  had  fairly  overshot  the  mark.  He  blustered  a  good  deal  on 
receipt  of  this  letter ;  his  "  feelings  had  been  outraged  and  trifled  with 
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If»  a  mott  wnUan  and  trusl  manner."    Back  he  fell  efain  upon  Mi 
Finlay  end  Reddie,  as  he  tells  us  ;  and  Mr.  Finlajr  now  declared  that  1m 
considered  the  obligation  of  Government  to  pay  the  annuity  sAc&EOy  till 
they  could  make  an  arrangement  more  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Richmond. 
80  another  ''  memorandum  of  services"  was  made  out ;  aiid  Messrs.  Fia- 
lay  and  Reddie  were  to  make  a  joint  set,  personally  upon  Lord  Sidmooth. 
They,  however,  did  not  see  his  Lordship,  who  remained  inflexible ;  and 
Mr.   Hobhouse,  the  Under  Seentary,  wrote,   "  that  he  had  laid  the 
written  statement  put  into  his  hands  before  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  related 
the  substance  of  the  conversation  which  he  had  the  honour  to  have 
with  his  Lordship  and  Mr.  Fiulay,  relative  to  A.  Richmond ;  and  he  vas 
directed  by  Lord  Sidmouth  to  say,  that,  without  throwing  any  reflection 
on  the  manner  he  (Richmond)  came  to  be  involved^  the  circumstaDcei 
■Mntioned  were  not  known  to  His  Majesty's  Government  until  a  coa- 
tiderable  time  after  they  had  occurred.     Lord  Sidmouth  therefore  cao- 
not  agree  to  allow  more  than  the  sum  already  specified."       Here  we 
find  Lord  Sidmouth  and  Mr.  Finlay  at  issue ;  but  that  does  not  at  present 
concern  our  case.    Once  more,  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Reddie  remonstrated 
with  the  Homb-Offick.    Once  again,  Mr.  Reddie  was  enabled  to  send 
the  consoling  intelligence,  that  "  they  had  at  last  received  a  written 
ateuranee"  [nothing  like  black  and  white]  '^  from  the  proper  autkerity, 
that  the  promises  made  by  the  late  Lord  Advocate  would  be  in  etferf 
reepeet  fulfilled,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  annuity  should  be  ooo- 
tinued ;"  no  part  of  it,  says  Richmond,  <'  having  been  paid  since  August, 
1819."    This  was  in  April,  1820.     But  all  was  not  yet  gained.    Hear 
again  what  Richmond  says;  and  if  there  be  a  single  old  woman  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Luke,  or  any  other  parish,  who  does  not  now  thoroughlf 
understand  his  claims,  and  merits,  and  injuries,  these  pages  have  been 
occupied  to  little  purpose.     In  June  of  this  year,  Mr.  Finlay  had  held 
another  palaver  at  the  Home  Office,  on  the  subject  of  his  eolieUee  in 
Scotland.    '^  He  found,"  says  Richmond,  "  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
a  permanent  settlement  fully  as  great  as  ever ;  and,  if  there  were  any 
difference,  even  greater  ;  that  the  annuity  would  be  regularly  continued 
through  hie  medium,  until  the  situation  promised  was  procured,  but  I 
could  obtain  no  assurance  when  it  would  take  place ;  it  might  occur  in 
th^  course  of  a  week,  or  it  might  not  take  place  for  years,  unless  the 
whole  matter  was  terminated  by  an  agreement  to  pay  a  specific  sum  of 
money  in  full  of  all  demands." 

''  This  was  the  last  conference  held  at  the  Home  Department."  But 
Richmond  was  not  done  yet.  Were  Messrs.  Jeffrey  and  Cockburn  "  still 
recommending,  nay,  urging  him  to  obtain  indemnity  and  reparation? 
He  wrote  once  more  thus  logically  to  the  Lord  Advocate  Rae  and  to 
Mr.  Finlay,  saying,  "  that  as  the  basis  of  an  accommodation  was  laid,  by 
the  principle  of  indemnification  by  a  sum  of  money,  being  recognised  by 
both  parties,  the  only  difference  which  could  arise  must  be  respecting 
the  amount ;  that  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  obtaining  a  settlement 
upon  other  terms,  \  put  it  entirely  into  their  hands ;  that  they  were 
perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter,  and  the  suffering* 
I  had  been  exposed  to— and  that  I  would  accept  of  any  sum  which  they 
might  consider  reasonable." 

By  this  time  Richmond  had  corresponded  so  long  with  Crown  lawyers^ 
and  written  so  often  to  Secretaries  of  State,  that  his  style  was  booom^ 
quite  stately  and  diplomatic.  ''  The  negotiatum^*  he  says,  '^  was  a^'- 
cordingly  renewed  upon  that  haeie,  and  continued  till  the  end  of  S«p- 
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tembery  when  Mr.  Reddie  apprized  me,  that  after  making  every  effort 
m  their  power,  they  were  unable  to  induce  Government  to  give  any 
thing  at  all  like  a  reawnable  indemnification,  even  on  the  principle  laid 
down ;  and  that,  after  comparing  it  with  the  disadvantages  attendant 
on  remaining  in  a  state  of  insecurity  and  uncertainty,  I  might  draw  my 
own  conclusion.  Mr,  Finiay  had,  far  a  considerable  time,  ejchibited  more 
of  the  cold  caution  of  the  politician  than  the  interest  or  warmth  of  a  friend. 
It  seemed  to  have  been  the  object  to  tire  me  out." — No  doubt  of  it.  But 
this  was  not  so  easily  done.  The  following  is  an  exquisite  passage  in 
Richmond's  narrative.  Lord  Sidmouth  had,  it  appears,  fallen  into  our 
own  error  of  thinking  our  countryman,  Mr.  A.  Richmond,  wonderfully 
like  any  other  spy  in  £ngland  or  Ireland  ;  like  any  other  base  creature, 
that  did  its  vile  office  for  its  hire.  This  obtuseness  in  the  moral  per- 
ception of  his  Lordship  is  thus  rebuked  with  effect  and  dignity,  by  one 
who  is  a  martyr  alike  to  the  evil  thoughts  of  Tories  and  Radicals ;  and 
who,  moreover,  stands,  we  suspect,  but  queerly  with  the  Whigs, — ^the  fate 
of  all  virtue  that  soars  above  the  plain  and  vulgar  notions  of  right  and 
wrong.  *'  The  patience  of  all  was  exhausted,  says  Richmond ;  nor  did  any 
hope  remain  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  of 
State  was  sufficiently  acute  to  enable  him  to  distinguish  between  MY  mo^ 
tives,  and  the  nature  qf  MY  claims,  and  the  transcendent  virtue  of  the 
dignified  moral  agent  his  Lordship  had  employed  for  detecting  the  con- 
spiracy of  Thistlewood."  His  Lordship,  we  fear,  thought,  that  in  these 
parallels,  there  was,  as  to  morality,  much  of  a  muchness.  And  now  mark 
the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  Mr.  Richmond ;  who  gradually  abated  in 
his  demands,  till  he  thought  it  wise  to  compound  at  last  with  the  Home- 
Office.  He  says,  '^  on  the  9th  of  October  I  empowered  Messrs.  Finiay  and 
Reddie  to  settle  it  on  such  terms  as  they  were  able  to  obtain.  I  con- 
sidered these  instructions  would  have  brought  the  matter  immediately  to 
a  close, — ^but  some  other  demurrer  was  put  in,  which  produced  an  addi- 
tional, though  fruitless,  delay  of  four  months.  At  last,  in  February,  1821, 
his  Lordship  finally  determined  that  a  few  hundred  pounds  was  a  suffi- 
cient indemnification  for  all  my  losses  and  sufferings,  physical  and  mental." 
A  few  hundreds  ! — ^hard-hearted  lord !  roost  injurious  Tory !  Mr.  A. 
Richmond  who  conceives  himself  insulted  by  being  called  a  weaver,  had 
laboured  hard  for  you  for  three  months ;  and,  we  will  say  it  for  him,  had 
helped  you  handsomely  to  your  Suspension  Bills.  He  had  co-operated 
xealously  with  Mr.  Finiay,  conversed  ''  frequently"  with  the  Scotch 
Crown  lawyers  during  your  State  trials,  stood  ready  to  act  as  a  useful 
witness  at  Edinburgh  ;  *  disdained  all  bribes  ;  and  was  only  oiled  by  Mr. 

*  Richmond  was  most  anxlons  to  be  called  as  a  witness  on  these  trials ;  he  could 
have  done  the  poor  men  so  much  good  !  The  hue  and  cry  was  so  strong  against  him, 
that  the  Crown  durst  not  produce  him ;  they  were  forced  to  depend  on  Campbell, 
whom  Richmond  had  formerly  betrayed,  and  endeavoured  to  corrupt;  and  who 
managed  with  so  muck  adroitness.  As  the  trial  drew  near,  Richmond  wrote  to  the 
agent  for  the  prisoners,  (Sir  James  Gibson  Craig,  then  Mr.  Gibson,  W.  &,)  and  was 
waited  on  by  that  gentleman.  Richmond  making  many  plausible  professions  of  what 
he  could  do  in  the  witness-box,  would  not,  however,  let  Sir  James  know  one  iota 
of  what  he  could  say.  ^  I  would  not,**  he  says,  p.  lOfi,  «  say  one  word  until  I  was 
before  the  Court.  Mr.  Gibson  ineffectually  exhausted  all  his  ingenuity  to  elicit  the 
particulars,  and  [most  wisely]  concluded  by  informing  me  that  under  the  circum* 
stances  they,  [that  is  the  prisoners*  counsel  and  agent,  Messrs.  Jeffrey  Cockbum, 
Murmy,  Grant,  and  Mr.  Gibson,]  «  could  not  hazard  my  evidenceJ*  **  That  wero 
they  to  bring  me  forward  as  a  witness,  my  statement  would  possibly  interfere  with 
their  pUn.**-«iSo  much  for  the  opinion  these  gentlemen  entertained  of  the  volunteer 
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Finlay  with  occasional  sums  to  "  ply  with  ;"  refused  your  Canada  estate^ 
and  your  Cape  outfit,  and  only  took  the  annnity ;  and  demanded,  impor. 
tuned  for,  devoured  you  about  "  indemnity ;"  and  yoir  first  call  hi«  un- 
named demands  ''  inflated  ;"  next  make  no  distinction  between  him,  tfae^ 
high-minded  patriot  Scot,  and  such  vulgar  knaves  as  those  whom  he  with 
pleasant  irony  calls  *'  the  dignified  moral  agents  your  Lordship  employed 
to  detect  the  conspiracy  of  Thistle  wood  ;  and,  finally,  you  offer  him  but 
"  a  few  hundreds  !"  in  requital  of  all  his  doings  and  sufferings. 

The  subsequent  progress  of  Richmond,  in  pursuit  of  his  arrears  of 
pay,  was  detailed  in  this  Magazine  for  May,  in  the  article  which  has  ^xf 
mortally  offended  our  Patriot.Spy.  The  manner  in  which  he  was  traced 
in  Glasgow,  the  electric  chain  of  intelligence  struck  as  soon  as  he  ap* 
peared  again  on  the  scene  of  his  former  exploits,  reads  like  an  adventure 
in  one  of  Oe  Foe's  romances.     We  need  not  return  to  it  here. 

Mr.  Richmond  has  perhaps  occupied  too  much  of  our  attentiov ;  but  our 
labour  in  laying  bare  a  system  not  yet  exploded,  is  not  without  its  uses. 
The  mingled  self-delusion  and  effrontery  of  the  man,  who,  after  publish- 
ing the  narrative  from  which  we  have  given  these  extracts,  could  address 
to  any  Magazine  a  heroic  epistle  like  that  above,  is  also  a  kind  of  moral 
curiosity.  We  conclude  with  this  great  lesson:  From  the  Life  and 
Misadventures  of  Alexander  Richmond,  let  all  Patriot-Spies  take  warn- 
ing, and  secure  their  '^  indemnity"  before  hand,  from  Tory  and  even 
from  Whig  Governments. 
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It  might  have  made  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  laugh  in  hi* 
lawn  sleeve,  and  fiirnished  Hogarth  or  H.  B.  with  a  series  of  pungent 
epigrams,  to  watch  the  countenances  in  Brookes's  window,  during  the 
present  Peerage  Panic.  The  vibration  of  the  public  funds  is  as  nothing 
in  indication  of  the  state  of  the  conservative  atmosphere,  compared  witii 
the  elongation  or  irradiation  of  the  venerable  visages  whioh  form  a 
sort  of  living  tapestry  to  that  sanctuary  of  ^^^hig  beatitude.  How  many 
respectable  country  baronets,  their  heavy  clay  for  once  mercurialised, 
are  fidgetting  around  the  scouts  of  the  rival  party,  to  ascertain  the  vali^ 
dity  of  their  pseudo-aristocratic  visions  I  not  only  to  be  belorded,  but  to 
swallow  the  gilded  pill,  as  if  in  submission  to  the  great  physician  of  the 
state ;  to  accept  the  gaudy  bauble  of  a  coronet,  as  if  in  self-sacrifice  to 
the  interests  of  the  country !  to  be  made  a  lord^— will  he,  nill  he — ^like 
Christophero  Sly  in  the  farce  !  — Disinterested  victims  !  patient  Peers  ! 
Beauteous  ephemera,  generated  by  the  corruptions  of  the  stinking  pool  of 
Conservatism ! 

'*  Oh !  the  offiince  is  rank — it  smells  to  Heaven.** 

As  if  every  successive  Minister  held  not  within  his  portfolio  a  cata- 
logue, after  the  Linnasus  system,  of  the  chattering  parrots  of  the  politi. 
cal  aviary,  whose  affections  are  to  be  won  by  this  specious  scratching  of 
the  poll !  Like  Walpole,  he  preserves  a  tariff  of  their  Parliamentary  con- 
sciences ;  wherein  the  balls  of  a  coronet  figure  as  thousands  of  pounds. 
Sir  Robert  has  been,  in  fact,  unjustly  contemned  for  his  estimate  of  sena- 
torial nature.  There  is  but  little  to  choose  between  the  overweening 
lust  of  money,  or  lust  of  title ;  and  what  premier  but  could  furnish  us 
with  the  price  current  of  a  score  of  country  votes,  balanced  against  the 
Brummagem  precedence  of  as  many  Baronies. 


615  .    ^ 


O'CONNER. 


^  Calm  OB  the  boram  oftby  Ood, 

Fair  spirit  rest  tbee  now  { 
E'en  while  with  ours  thy  fbotsteps  trod. 

His  light  was  on  thy  brow. 
**  Dust  to  its  nanow  house  beneath  !-• 

6ou]  to  its  throne  on  high  !— 
They  who  have  seen  thy  face  In  death 

Can  never  fear  to  die.** 


It  waa  on  the  close  of  a  dark  slill  auttimn  clay^  a  Grey  Friar  came  to  the 
tsastem  brow  of  Beann  Neaimh^  the  highest  of  the  Connaught  mountains, 
^he  sun  was  setting ;  and  whether  he  was  crossing  the  hill  to  his  convent, 
t>r  whether  he  climbed  that  lofty  brow,  to  see  the  glorious  light  go  down 
upon  Loch  Chon,  he  rested  on  a  stone,  and  looked  long  and  sadly  to  the 
deep  green  valleys  which  lay  below.  The  dim  hollows  sunk  down  out  of 
the  yellow  sunset,  green, — as  can  only  be  in  Ireland, — and  calm,  still, 
quiet,  as  the  rest  of  that  world,  perhaps,  on  which  he  thought  who 
looked  upon  them.  Here  and  there  the  little  white  smoke  wound  to  the 
sky ;  the  narrow  stream  blinked  like  a  Silver  thread  in  the  dark  heath ; 
and,  above,  the  crags  and  blue  pines  rose  up  to  catch  the  last  smile  of  the 
departing  sun.  The  Friar  looked  upon  them  till  a  tear  came  to  his  grey 
eye,  and  he  began  the  deep  chant  which  Ossian  sung,  while  he  looked  upon 
that  dght,  a  thousand  years  before : — 

<<  O,  Erin,  of  greenest  gnuy  hilla^ 
Very  dear  to  me  are  thy  gleni ; 
Peace  dwells  round  thy  blue  streama, 
The  sun  is  ever  on  thy  fields.*** 

*'  And  where  is  thy  peace  now  ?"  said  the  monk. 

A  low  and  indistinct  song  came  up  out  of  the  glen.  The  Friar  rose 
and  listened,  but  there  was  only  the  kite  on  the  grey  rock,  and  the  fern 
shaking  in  the  breeze.  Father  Cyril  stood  and  watched ;  the  voice  re- 
turned again ;  and  now  rose,  distinctly  the  death-lament  of  O'Connen 

The  monk  wiped  his  cheek,  and  drew  the  cowl  over  his  face,  and  de- 
scended towards  the  glen» 

The  clouds  had  now  gathered  on  the  summit  of  the  hills,  and  cast 
their  deep  blue  twilight  into,  the  glens ;  but,  at  times,  a  parting  beam 
broke  from  the  west  and  its  fading  ray  stole  along  the  forehead  fji  the 
hill.  . 

The  Friar  quickened  his  steps  as  he  descended  into  the  shade,  iilli  at 
the  turning  of  a  rock,  a  dark  figure  sat  before  him  on  the  heath.  It  was 
half  covered  by  the  yellow  plaid  worn  by  the  ancient  Irish ;  the  long 
black  hair  hung  heavy  over  its  face,  as  it  bent  towards  a  low  green  heap ; 
one  hand  rested  upon  the  turf,  clenched  on  a  long  tress  of  raven  hair, 
mixed  with  a  thin  white  lock,  bleached  almost  to  snow. 

The  Friar  approached,  but  the  man  did  not  lift  his  head ;  and,  as  the 


*  O,  Erin,  nan  cnoc  Cnoc  a*s  tuiine  fear 
Cia  annsa  leom  ftin  do  gblinn^ 
Tba  samhehair  mu  ghorm  smth  do  sblelbh. 
Tha  grian  air  do  raoin  gun  bhi  mall. 

Cwhoeh  i9  Cuikonna. — D.  Ux« 
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monk  stood  beside  him^  again  began  to  sing  the  lament  as  if  the  words 
came  spontaneous  to  the  music :  — 

Green  heap  of  the  desert  I 

Dark  bed  of  the  juit ! 

I  oome  to  thy  bo«oin, 

The  dust  to  the  dust ! 

My  spirit  is  passing,— 

The  dark  cloud  of  night. 

That  reilM  immortality, 

Melu  into  light  I — 

The  thunder  has  bunt. 

And  the  lightning  has  riren 

The  reil  from  your  spirit. 

And  called  you  to  heaven. 

Sweet  flower  of  the  desert ! 

Thy  lone  bed  is  here.— 

Father !  thou  callest, 

Behold !  I  am  near.^ 

I  come  from  the  ocean-* 

I  come  from  the  plain — 

Through  the  storm  and  the  tempest. 

To  meet  you  again ! 

The  deep  sea  refused  me^ 

The  thunder  rolled  past, 

And  the  ware  gave  me  up 

Like  the  bird  to  the  blast. 

I  come  from  the  battle, 

The  storm,  and  the  flood,—. 

Receive  me,  O,  earth  ! 

I  have  venged  thee  of  blood. 

O,  Edith  1  I  come  I 

And  thine  own  star  shall  se» 

My  head  in  the  dust. 

And  my  spirit  with  thee. 

Thy  blood  is  atoned, 

And  I  come  now  to  crave 

My  rest,  on  thy  bosom 

Repose  in  thy  grave  I — 

The  Friar  laid  his  hand  upon  his  shoulder ;  the  dark  man  raised  his 
head,  and  swept  back  the  long  hair  from  his  brow. — ^*  Back!"  said  he ; 
and  he  stretched  his  thin  arm  against  the  monk. — '<  Tread  not  in  the  dew, 
nor  shade  the  last  beam  of  the  blessed  sun  that  I  shall  ever  see  smile 
upon  their  bed  again  !" 

The  broad  red  sun  looked  out  for  a  moment  from  the  black  brow  of 
the  cloud, — he  tossed  his  hand  towards  it,  and  to  the  distant  blue  hills 
that  brightened  to  the  beam,  and  burst  again  into  the  song : — 

Farewell  1  green  mountain  vale,  farewell ! 
Home  of  my  fathers  I  once  again 
I  stand  upon  thy  bUsted  hill : 
The  hush  of  death  is  sleeping  still. 
On  tree^  and  rock,  and  dewy  plain. 
Land  of  the  broken  and  the  slain  ! 
Mountain,  and  lake,  and  lonely  glen, 
Where  are  thy  maidens  and  brave  men  ? 
My  own  loved  light — O,  where  art  thou  :— 
My  father— .brother — all  my  race  ?— 
Gone — like  the  wind  that  seeks  their  plate ! 
I  look  to  sea — ^to  earth — to  air- 
There  is  none  moving — living  therSb 
The  lonely  birds  have  fled  the  sound 
Of  blood  I— blood  crying  from  the  ground  i 
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Why  does  the  wild  deer  than  the  ttar 
That  lighte  yon  lone  green  heap  afiir  ?— 
Tis  on  the  earth  that  aaw  him  fiiU, 
The  grey  stones  of  my  father's  hall ! 
The  cross  which  listens  still  to  hear 
The  murmur  of  his  lonely  prayer^-. 
Andy  O,  thou  heam  of  life  and  light  I 
My  souJ*8  deep  worship,  pure  and  bright. 
As  thine  own  glorious  sun  whoae  eye 
Looks  on  the  lonely  bed  where  I 
Have  wandered  from  the  world  to  die ! 
I  see  thee  now — though  long  has  fled 
The  day — ^the  day  of  tempest  red— . 
The  day  that  burst  in  fire  and  blood, 
With  rending  Heaven,  and  roaring  flood ! 
I  saw  thee^  then — I  see  thee  now 
Bright  as  the  pale  moon*s  silrer  brow,— 
And^  O,  thou  wast  too  pure  to  share 
My  passion's  wild  unholy  fire: 
/  thought  of  thee— of  thee  alone  I 
But  thy  hope  rested  on  the  throne 
Of  that  high  place  of  earth  and  sky 
Which  man  must  worship  first,  or  die—- 
My  faitl^^my  all  to  thee  was  giTen, — 
He  gaTfr— He  called  thee  back  to  Heaven  ; 
And  now,  a  blasted,  broken  tree. 
On  thy  lone  grave  I  bend  my  knee  -^^m 
Spirit  of  glory  !  pray  for  me  I 

As  the  8iin  went  down,  he  sunk  upon  the  mound.  The  monk  strore 
to  raise  him,  but  he  clung  to  the  heap ;  and  a  convulsive  shiver  came 
through  his  limbs,  until  at  last  his  hand  unclosed^  and  his  head  fell  pas- 
sive on  the  turf.  The  friar  lifted  his  face,  and  laid  his  head  on  his 
breast ;  and  taking  a  flask  from  his  gown,  poured  some  of  the  drink 
upon  his  lips.  In  a  few  moments  the  stranger  drew  his  breath  and 
opened  his  eyes,  and  glared  round  upon  the  hill.  But  the  wildness  of 
bis  glance  was  gone,  and  he  looked  upon  the  friar,  and  moved  his  lips  ; 
but  there  was  no  sound.     ''  God  help  thee  !"  said  the  monk. 

The  stranger  looked  in  his  face,  and  swept  away  the  long  hair,  and 
rose  up  on  his  arm.  The  friar  held  the  flask  to  his  lips,  and  strove  to 
^ve  him  courage.  "  Nay,  fear  not,"  said  he ;  '^  it  is  nothing — it  is  past. 
It  was  but  a  swoon — and  you  shall  live."  "  Live  !"  said  the  stranger, 
'*  Live  ! — I  have  not  lived  since  I  found  her  there ;" — and  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  the  heap. 

The  friar  looked  on  him,  and  turned  pale.  '^  Whom  ?"  said  he,  ''  whom 
found  you  here  }" 

The  stranger  fixed  his  hollow  eyes  upon  his  face.  "  Whom  !"  said  he ; 
and  he  turned  away,  and  laughed,  and  shook  his  head,  and  looked  upon 
the  earth.  The  monk  did  not  speak,  but  sat  beside  him,  as  he  gazed 
upon  the  ground  in  silence.  At  last  a  tear  came  down  his  cheek. 
''  Thank  Grod  \"  exclaimed  the  monk. 

*'  Thank  God  ?"  repeated  the  stranger ;  and  turned,  and  looked  upon 
his  gown  and  cross :  his  hand  closed  upon  the  arm  of  the  monk,  and  he 
rose  up. 

"  Father,"  said  he,  "  God  has  sent  you  to  hear  my  shrift,  and  as- 
soilzie  my  soul  before  I  go." 

He  paused,  and  drew  his  breath,  and  looked  to  the  sky  and  the  glen, 
and  clenched  the  hair  in  his  hand,  till  the  tears  came  fast  from  his 
eyes.    *'  I  have  been  a  sword  in  His  hand,"  said  he  ;  '^  a  flame  in  His 
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anger — a  reed  broken  in  the  storm !  I  bow  to  Him !  His  will  be  done  I 
I  never  bowed  to  man," 

For  some  moments  he  remained  silent.  At  last,  "  1  will  tell  yea 
all !"  said  he,  "  very  triily  ; — my  wrong — ^my  passion — ^the   error  of 

jfiy  heart /'     He  wiped  the   cold  damp  from  his  brow,  and  the 

priest  moistened  his  lips,  and  supported  him  on  the  turf.  He  pointed 
to  the  glen.  "  See  you  that  dark  knoll — that  green  heap  ?  That  was  my 
father's  house."  The  breath  came  thick  through  his  teeth ;  and  his  hand 
closed  hard  upon  the  arm  of  the  monk — and  he  paused  a  moment.  "  Our 
mother  slept  in  the  chapel  in  the  glen.  Edith  was  the  light  of  his  eyes 
— ^the  sun  of  hig  summer — to  whom  the  sun  should  never  shine  again." 

*'  And  she  was  his  daughter  ?"  said  the  monk. 

The  grey  man  shuddered.  "  No— she  was  more  than  his  daughter 
— ^his  brother's  orpheline.  The  red  men  left  her  in  the  cradle  when  they 
made  that  heap."  The  storm  came  over  us — ^you  know  how  it  came  over  us? 

You  have  seen  thefire*-the  smoke — ^the blood  stream  behind  Surry?* 

We  made  Edith  a  bowert  on  the  Sithenn-Dun^, — the  storm  did  not  come 
up  where  she  dwelt  with  the  eagle  and  the  fog  upon  the  cairn ;  but  sbe 
heard  the  thunder  beneath  the  hill,  and  her  night  lamps  were  the  bla^ 
ing  roofs  of  her  murdered  people,  burning  like  beacons  from  glen  to  glen. 
But  the  tempest  passed  away — Surry  retired — ^we  returned  to  our  place. 

The  stranger  paused,  and  mused,  his  clasped  hands  fell  on  his  knees, 
and  he  sat  gazing  on  the  ground. 

"  It  was  St.  John's  vigU — Edith  sat  here — and  waited  for  my  return 
from  the  Tainchel.§    I  did  not  say  to  thee  that  I  loved  her — who  ever 

*  Lientenent  of  Ireland  from  1520  to  1A23. 

■f*  Bower,  in  old  English,  signified  a  sleeping  or  private  room,  which,  as  still  in 
France,  was  used  as  a  sitting  or  receiving  closet. 

$  The  Sithean-Dun  (i.  e.  Fairy  hills)  are  round  green  hillocks  like  those  of  Duni- 
paoe.  As  the  latter  the  greatest  number  were  probably  <<  mote  hills  ;**  but  some  are 
of  a  date  coeval  with  the  Ficta  and  Scots,  and  contain  small  vaulted  cells  of  dry  ma* 
sonry. 

§  The  ^  Taincher  was  the  great  gathering  of  hunters,  which,  in  the  ancient 
manner  of  hunting  the  deer,  were  assembled  to  drive  them  into  a  contracted  oompsM* 
It  is  still  used  in  Prance  against  the  wolves ;  and  in  Norway,  Spain,  and  Hungary 
against  bears,  boar%  and  red  deer ;  and  above  1000  men  are  sometimes  thns  mn^ 
tered  to  collect  the  game.  Taylor,  the  water  poet,  gives  a  lively  description  of  the 
great  Tidnchel  at  which  he  was  present  in  Scotland,  in  1618.  ^  The  manner 
thereof  is  thb : — ^Five  or  six  hundred  men  do  rise  early  in  a  morning,  and  they  doe  dis- 
perse themselves  divers  wayes;  and  seven,  eight,  or  ten  miles  compasse,  they  doe  bring 
or  chase  in  the  deer  in  many  beards,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  in  aheard,  tosachot 
such  a  place  as  the  noblemen  shall  appoint  them.  Then  when  day  is  come^  the  lords 
and  gentlemen  of  their  companies  do  ride  or  goe  to  the  said  places,  sometimes  wading  np 
to  the  middles  through  bournes  and  rivers ;  and  then  they  being  come  to  the  place,  doe 
lye  down  on  the  ground,  till  those  foresaid  scouts,  which  are  called  the  Tinckhdlf 
doe  bring  down  the  deer.  But  as  the  proverb  says  of  a  bad  cook,  so  these  tinckbeU- 
men  doe  licke  their  own  fingers;  for  besides  their  bows  and  arrows  which  they  cany 
with  them,  we  can  hear  now  and  then  an  harquebusse  or  a  musquet  goe  off,  whi^ 
doe  seldom  discharge  in  vainCi  Then  after  we  had  stayd  three  hours  or  thereabrati» 
we  might  perceive  the  deere  appeaie  on  the  hills  round  about  us,  their  hesds  maiang 
a  shew  like  a  wood,  which,  being  followed  dose  by  the  tinckhell,  are  chased  down 
into  the  valley  where  we  lay ;  then  all  the  valley  on  each  side  being  waylaid  with  s 
hundred  couple  of  strong  Irish  greyhounds,  they  are  let  loose,  as  occasion  f^*^ 
upon  the  heard  of  deere^  that  with  dogs,  gunnes,  arrows,  durks  and  daggers,  in  tM 
space  of  two  houres  fourscore  fot  deere  were  shiine»  which  after  were  disposed  of  soine 
one  way  or  some  another,  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  more  than  enough  left  lorn| 
to  make  merry  withall  at  our  i^endezvonze.  Being  come  to  our  lodgings,  ^'^^^ 
such  baking,  boyling,  roasting,  and  stewing,  as  If  cook  Ruffian  had  been  there  to  b«^ 
scalded  the  Devil  in  his  feathers.**— Toy/orV  PennUesse  PUgrmagey  p.  VS^ 
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saw^  and  did  not  love  her  ! but  she  was  to  me H£  knows  what 

she  was. — I  have  no  words — ^but  I  would  tell  thee—that  thou  mayest 
pray  for  me,  and  it  might  be  forgiven." 

"  And  did  she  love  you  again  ?*'  said  the  friar. 

"  Loved  !"  said  the  stranger.    He  laughed  so  bitterly — so  fearfully. 

*'  Yes  I"  said  the  stranger  at  last — '^  she  did  love  me  !"  And  for  a  long 
time  he  sat  silent^  his  hands  clenched  fast  upon  the  long  beautiful 
hair. 

^^  She  sat  here/*  said  he  at  length,  as  if  I  had  not  interrupted  him. 
**  The  twilight  was  coming  down  from  behind  the  cairn ;  suddenly  a  man 
stood  against  the  light  on  the  ridge  of  the  hill ;  she  thought  we  had  re- 
tnrned,  and  rose,  and  hurried  forward.  It  was  a  stranger — ^in  the  English 
dress,  and  by  his  green  velvet  cloak,  and  long  black  feather,  she  could 
discern  that  he  was  no  common  person.  She  stopped  suddenly— and  he 
lifted  his  hat  and  saluted  her  gently  ;  but  she  trembled,  for  it  was  not  the 
tongue  of  her  own  hills.  The  stranger  paused,  and,  as  the  faint  light 
shone  upon  his  face,  she  saw  the  colour  come  into  his  cheek,  and  his 
lofty  eyes  fall  before  her  fixed  look  of  dread.  Edith  turned  suddenly,  like 
the  bird  when  the  serpent's  eye  is  gone :  the  stranger  laid  his  hand  on 
her  mantle. 

*^  ^  Beautiful  lady  V  said  he  gently ;  '  I  beseech  you  give  me  a  mo- 
ment's hearing — I  come  to  speak  of  your  people,  of  your  house— of  the 
peace  of  Ireland/ 

Edith  stopped,  and  turned  her  dark  full  eyes  upon  him. 

<^  <  For  this,'  said  he,  '  1  have  put  my  life  in  dai^ger— for  your  sake 
•^for  their  sakes  who  are  dear  to  you.— you  shall  hold  their  fortunes  in 
the  balance.' 

**  *  And  whose  is  the  name  that  I  should  trust  with  that  tongue  ?'  said 
Edith. 

**  The  stranger  let  fall  his  cloak,  and  showed  the  bright  star  upon  his 
breast,  and  the  broad  chain  upon  his  neck. 

'* '  Herbert  de  Lacy/  said  he.  Edith  started  at  the  name  of  the  great 
Earl  of  Connaoght,  the  favourite  of  King  Henry,  the  sworn  foeman  of  her 
country,  whom  the  Irish  called  the  ^  Wolf  Earl'  She  drew  her  mantle, 
and  stood  calm,  and  gathered  up  into  herself,  and  for  a  moment  he  fal- 
tered before  her  still  eye. 

"  At  last,  ^  Forgive,  the  abrupt  manner  of  my  words,'  said  he ;  '  but 
there  is  but  a  moment— for  you — for  me— for  all  I  can  do  for  those  you 
love.  The  tournament  of  Duvelin,— -you  remember  that  day  ?— from  that 
day — I  will  nut  say  hno  I  have  loved  you ;  you  have  changed  my  heart ; 
I  am  no  more  the  ''  Wolf  Earl :"  I  come — I  venture  my  life  to  prove 
it.'  He  bent  to  his  knee,  and  took  up  Uie  white  glove  which  she  had 
dropped.  '  Noble  lady,'  he  said,  *  grant  me  that  which  this  little 
glove  holds,  and  you  shall  give  safety,  amnesty — all  that  you  would  give 
to  all  you  love.' 

'' '  And  what  to  Ireland  ?'  said  Edith. 

"  '  Freedom — restoration — more  than  I  now  dare  say,'  replied  the 
EarL 

''  Edith  paused — ^trembled — suddenly  dropped  the  mantle  from  her 
face,  and  looked  upon  him  with  the  light  of  her  glorious  spirit.  '  Lord 
Earl,'  said  she,  '  I  will  speak  to  you  as  a  king's  daughter  should 
speak  to  a  belted  knight.  I  am  the  wife  of  O* Conner  I  If  you  are  true^^ 
and  mean  what  you  say,  you  will  do  it,^— not  for  this  poor  hand>  but  the 
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beart  tbat  ihall  thank  you«-4lie  widowf — ^ihe  orphelinea-^he  blood  that 
cries  to  Heaven  out  of  this  heath !' 

<'  The  Earl  started  on  his  feet«  and  the  colour  went  out  of  hia  face, 
and  he  grasped  her  hand.  At  that  moment  our  horns  blew  upon  the 
hill,  and  the  five  hundred  shouts  of  the  Tainchel  came  over  upon  the 
cairns.  De  Lacy  dropped  the  hand  of  Edith.  '  Be  silent/  said  be, 
'  trust  me  I  will  do  it ;  but  on  your  life— -on  theirs — on  all  I  promise, 
speak  no  word  of  this  before  St.  Michael's  eve.  Before  the  bell  tolls  to 
the  vigil  mass,  you  shall  hear  from  me  again.' 

*'  He  suddenly  kissed  her  hand,  and,  folding  up  his  cloak,  sprung  down 
the  hollow  of  the  woody  stream,  and  disappeared.  The  plash  of  his  feet 
bad  sea:  ce  gone  through  the  water,  when  I  came  down  the  path.  Edith 
fell  into  my  arms,  and  leaned  her  face  on  my  shoulder,  and  trembled 
like  a  leaf.  I  swept  back  the  hair  from  her  pale  forehead,  and  kissed 
away  her  tears.  *  Mo  nighean  feinsa !  And  is  it  thus  you  tremble  for 
the  peril  of  a  deer's  horn  ?'*  I  said. 

"  Edith  rose  up,  and  strove  to  smile  through  her  tears.  '  Alas  Y  said 
she,  '  there  has  been  more  than  a  deer  slain  upon  the  curn ;  and  when 
the  night  comes  down,  I  know  not  what  may  be  in  the  darkness.' 

*^  I  laughed — God  forgive  me ! — and,  as  the  men  came  down  the  hill, 
pointed  to  the  deer's  antlers  that  swung  between  the  poles.  <  These 
are  all  that  keep  the  heath,'  I  said ;  *  the  Tainchel  has  beaten  the 
country  from  the  Doire-Dhaimh  to  the  black  wood  of  Ardchoile ;  and 
there  is  not  croc  nor  foot,  but  the  buck  and  the  red  hart.'  Edith  sighed, 
but  she  said  nothing;  and  we  returned  home  with  the  hunters^  the 
pipes,  the  merry  horns, — all  that  you  have  seen  in  the  times  that  are 
gone.  It  was  the  second  day  before  the  eve  of  St.  Michael.  There  came 
word  of  stirring  in  the  east — ^bodies  of  men  gathering  and  moving— 
meetings  of  the  Kniglits,  and  Lords,  and  constant  riders  between  Dub. 
lin  and  the  Forts.  Edith  looked.  I  could  not  read  her  look  when  I 
told  her ;  but  she  smiled,  and  laid  her  hand  upon  the  cross :  '  Our  trust 
is  in  Him,'  she  said,—-'  it  may  yet  be  peace.'  On  the  morning  when  I 
looked  out,  the  beacon-light  was  burning  on  the  head  of  Cean.teine ; 
and  in  half  an  hour  a  rider  came  fiery  spur  over  the  Machair-mhor,  with 
news  that  the  Lieutenant  had  come  to  Castleton,  and  that  red-cross 
horsemen  had  been  seen  on  the  Curan,  and  in  the  fir  woods  of  CuUen. 

**  Before  noon  we  had  check- watches  on  all  the  hills,  and  bowmen  in  all 
the  passes  down  to  the  black  wood  of  Ballicrois, — all  day  we  kept  the 
horses  in  their  bridles,  and  at  evening  I  went  with  my  brother  to  make 

*  In  the  old  style  of  hunting,  the  danfer  of  the  chase  was  not  confined  to  the 
breaking  of  a  neck.  The  deer  himself  wag  an  enemy  often  formidable  and  fatal ;  Av 
as  it  was  the  grand  gallantry  and  emulation  of  the  day  for  the  hunten  to  kill  him  st 
bay,  a  rash  adventure,  or  the  courage  of  the  animal,  frequently  caiued  eerions 
accidents.  Wilson  relates  an  accident,  which  wai  like  to  have  perilled  his  life  in 
more  ways  than  one.  On  this  occasion  the  attack  of  the  stag  had  been  so  critics!, 
that  the  horse  of  the  historian  chancing  to  fall  as  he  came  up,  one  of  the  party  hinted 
that  it  was  done  purposely  to  avoid  the  risk  of  the  cou^  dt  grace.  Wilion  imibe- 
diately  followed  the  offender  out  of  the  field,  and  having  made  him  ^  eat  his  wordi^" 
in  the  day  which  subsequently  followed,  imminently  risked  his  life^  by  the  temerity 
with  which  he  rushed  upon  the  stag,— P^c*'*  Desiderata  Curioia,  it  764.  Tlie 
dezteiity,  vigour,  and  rapidity  with  which  the  deer  uses  his  head  is  very  fine ;  «nd  I 
have  known  him  strike  dead,  right  and  lefl,  two  young  dogs^  which,  from  their  ia- 
experiencfl^  had  run  at  his  shoulder,  without  coining  In  with  the  caution  of  old  hoondi 
fh>m  (he  flank. 
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tlie  round  of  ihe  whole  chain,    Edith  stood  pale  and  tremblings  and 
held  my  hand^  and  looked  on  my  face  without  a  word ;  but  I  promised' 
to  return  before  the  bell  rung  for  matins,  and  she  gave  me  the  cross 
from  her  bosom,  and  turned  hastily  into  the  house. 

^'  The  sun  had  risen,  but  we  were  yet  away ;  and  Edith  walked  out 
alone  upon  the  path  by  which  we  were  to  come.  She  had  wandered  on 
almost  to  the  white  thorn,  when,  as  she  passed  along  the  skirt  of  the 
l>oire-Dhaimh,  a  sudden  rush  came  out  through  the  heather,  and  my 
deer-greyhound  came  past  her  like  a  whirlwind.  It  was  a  moment  be* 
fore  he  could  recover  his  speed,  but  immediately  he  bounded  to  her  side 
and  overwhelmed  her  with  his  joy.  She  looked  for  us,  but  none  were  in 
sight;  and  she  hastened  forward,  expecting  every  moment  to  see  us  appear 
at  the  gorge  of  the  Corrai. 

"  As  soon  as  she  went  on,  the  dog  passed  before  her,  and  immediately 
began  to  quest  upon  the  ground,  as  if  he  followed  the  foot  of  some 
game.  At  every  step  his  eagerness  increased  ;  and  he  went  with  his 
nose  on  the  turf,  his  ears  erect,  and  his  pace  quickened  almost  to  a  run, 
till  suddenly  he  stopped  and  looked  back  to  Edith,  and  went  on  as 
before.  At  intervals,  however,  he  stopped,  and  waited  the  approach  of  his 
mistress ;  and,  as  she  came  near,  again  started  forward.  Edith  looked 
upon  the  path,  for  she  doubted  if  he  tracked  my  foot ;  but  as  she  came 
to  a  bare  spot  upon  the  sand,  she  saw  a  fresh  print  that  seemed  to  have 
passed  not  many  minutes  before.  She  stopped  and  traced  the  step,  but 
it  was  not  the  round  soft  tread  of  a  deer's  foot ;  and  as  she  came  to 
the  deeper  sand  she  distinguished  the  square  sharp  sole  of  a  horseman's 
boot,  and  at  intervals  a  prick  like  the  trailing  of  a  spur  rowel.  Oscar 
had  traced  back,  and  stood  close  beside  her,  his  bristles  erect,  and  his 
red  eye  fixed  upon  her  face.  For  a  moment  she  glanced  round,  and 
paused ;  but  there  was  no  living  object  on  the  heath,  and  again  she 
went  on. 

**  The  dog  no  longer  left  her,  but  at  times  laid  his  nose  in  the  foot* 
marks,  and  stalked  at  her  side,  and  glanced  his  keen  eye  to  the  hill,  and 
felt  the  breeze  with  his  nostril.  At  length  she  approached  the  thorn. 
Edith  stopped,  but  the  dog  suddenly  lifted  his  head,  and  went  forward 
with  a  low,  half-articulate  growl,  till  he  came  to  the  tree,  and  stalked 
round  the  trunk  with  his  mane  set  up,  and  his  lip  half-lifted  on  his  teeth. 
Edith  started  forward,  but  there  was  nothing ;  she  looked  down  the 
brink  upon  the  stream,  but  there  was  only  the  dim  misty  water,  and  the 
silvery  birches  showing  their  dewy  heads  in  the  sun. 

"  For  some  moments  she  leaned  against  the  tree,  and  gazed  along  the 
upper  path,  while  the  dog  continued  prowling  round  the  knoll,  till  at 
last  he  sat  down,  and  fixed  his  eyes  upon  his  mistress.  She  watched  till 
the  castle  clock  began  to  strike,  when,  rising  suddenly  to  return,  her  eyes 
glanced  on  something  white  between  the  forks  of  the  thorn,  and  stoop- 
ing down  she  found  a  shred  of  written  paper,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
directed  to  herself.  She  turned  eagerly  to  the  lines ;  but  the  paper 
appeared  to  have  lain  for  some  days,  and  was  so  blotted  by  the  rain,  and 
torn  by  the  shaking  of  the  heath,  that  she  could  make  out  only  the 

words  '  De  La ,  the  thorn' — '  St.  Michael's  eve,'    She  looked  down 

for  more  of  the  fragments,  but  there  were  none ;  and,  as  she  gazed  upon 
the  grass,  she  discovered  the  print  of  the  foot-marks  on  the  dew,  and 
distinctly  traced  them  towards  the  hollow  of  the  brook.  While  she  yet 
looked  for  their  descent,  the  dog  came  suddenly  to  her  side,  and  whined, 
and  drooped  his  ears,  tiU,  as  she  continued  without  notice,  he  shook  her 
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by  the  gown^  and  laid  hit  rongh  paw  on  her  hand.  Sdith  turned^  and 
patted  hit  shaggy  head.  *  What  is  it^  noble  Oscar  ?'  she  eaid.  The  dog 
started  up^  and  bounded  into  the  path  before  her^  and  stopped  and 
sleeked  his  ears^  and  looked  wistfully  in  her  face.  Edith  dropped  the 
paper,  and  turned  to  follow,  and  immediately  the  dog  went  to  her  foot ; 
but  as  she  descended  he  often  stopped,  and  pricked  his  ears,  and 
stretched  his  nose  to  the  wind  behhid. 

*'  They  were  at  the  bum  ford,  beneath  the  castle,  when  suddenly  he 
sprung  forward,  and  dashed  through  the  water ;  and  Gerald,  my  brother, 
met  him  on  the  bank.  He  hurried  forward  to  lift  Edith  from  the  step- 
ping stones,  but  her  light  feet  went  over  them  like  a  bird,  *  Where, 
where  is  O'Connor  ?'  she  exclaimed. 

"  *  Well— -safe ;  he  is  but  kept  to  wait  a  tryst  from  MacDennot,'  re- 
plied Gerald. 

"  Edith  clasped  his  hands,  and  as  he  held  her  trembling  fingers,  'What 
is  this  ?'  said  he,  and  looked  in  her  pale  fkce.  She  drew  her  breath, 
and  swept  the  hair  from  her  eyes:  'O,  nothing !  nothing!'  she  said  at 
last ;  '  but  you  were  long,  and  Oscar  came  alone.' 

^'  Gerald  glanced  at  the  dog,  as  he  stood  with  his  long  ears  drooping, 
and  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  face,  with  a  look  of  wistful  humility.  'A 
choin  bhrathadair !'  said  Gerald,  '  he  left  me  suddenly  in  Larich-nara* 
Fionn,  and  went  off  on  the  cairns  as  if  he  was  on  a  feat.  No  doubt 
he  had  the  track  of  some  deer  that  had  come  down  to  the  Doire- 
Dhaimh/ 

"  Edith  shuddered.  '  No,  no  I  There  was  no  deer !'  she  sud,  and 
stopped  suddenly. 

*'  Gerald  looked  in  her  face,  but  he  thought  it  was  only  the  trepidation 
of  her  anxiety,  and  his  heart  sunk  at  what  he  had  still  to  tell. 

*'  He  led  her  up  the  bank  in  silence  towards  the  house,  and  they  were 
at  the  old  ash  tree  by  the  door  before  he  spoke.     '  Edith,'  said  he^ 
<  will  you  be  brave,  now  that  we  are  safe  ?* 
"  She  pressed  his  hand  in  silence. 
^' '  Shall  I  tell  you  ?'  said  he. 
<'  She  put  back  her  mantle,  and  looked  in  his  face. 
''  Gerald  knew  her  look  of  constancy.— ^' Yes,'  said  he,  '  they  are  oonu 
ing.    The  whole  south  is  pouring  towards  us — all  the  roads  and  passes 
are  stopped  ;  and,  Ax»m  the  top  of  MeaLgorm,  we  could  see  the  pikes  and 

banners  glittering  like  frosty  hedges  through  the  mist  upon  the  C . 

Many  bodies  have  gone  west  and  east ;  but,  unlike  their  usual  road,  there 
is  not  a  smoke  behind  them.' 

'^  There  was  a  long  deep  pause.    '  What  does  it  mean  ?'  said  Edith. 
<*  Gerald  pressed  her  hands,  but  did  not  speak. 
<' Edith  turned  deadly  white,  as  she  looked  in  his  face.    *  Say  it !'  said 
she,  in  her  voice  of  calm  constancy, — •  Say  it, — I  am  Edith  O'Conner!' 
'* '  They  are  coming  fbr  O'Conner,'  said  Gerald — '  we  are  attainted  /' 
**  Edith  stood  for  a  moment,  as  white,  and  still,  and  fixed  as  the  grey 
\X^  that  leaned  above  them. 

" '  What  will  you  do  ?'  said  she  at  last. 

^'  ^  There  is  a  French  frigate  on  the  coast,*  replied  Gerald.  The  ga- 
thering cross  is  gone  to  all  the  glens — at  midnight,  when  the  bell  toUs^ 
wc  must  go  through  them.' 

^'  The  bright  light  came  into  the  pale  face  of  Edith,  and  her  blue 
eye  gleamed  up.  'I  wiU  go  with  you  !'  she  said— ."we  wUl — what  HB 
wiUa*«-but  it  must  be  together/ 

\ 
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Gendd  lifted  up  his  sword, — '  Now  he  shall  be  unshaken/  said  he. 
*  I  feared  to  tell  you-*but  all — all  must  go — ^he  will  not  leave  the  lock 
of  a  child's  hair— a  Carnach's  dog  behind.  We  must  all  liv4 — ^live  in»-^ 
or  die  together/ 

*'  As  he  spoke  the  faint  bray  of  pipes  came  up  the  glen,  and  the  long 
dull  heavy  blast  of  the  great  Danish  horn.  '  There  is  the  gathering/ 
said  Gerald,  '  I  must  away  and  meet  them — ^rest,  dear  lady,  there  is  yet 
one  day  of  rest— we  shall  meet  again  at  vespers  !' 

''  He  clasped  her  cold  hands,  and  swung  the  twokJianded  sword  on  his 
shoulder,  and  bounded  down  the  path.  Kdith  stood,  her  hands  folded  on 
her  cross,  and  her  eyes  fixed  vacantly  on  his  receding  figure  till  he  dis- 
appeared among  the  trees  ;  and  she  hurried  into  the  house. 

******** 

''  The  twilight  was  almost  gone.  Edith  sat  by  the  narrow  window  in 
the  chapel,  and  watched  the  red  beacon  bum  upon  the  hill,  and  the  silent 
crowds  that  stood  upon  the  green  bawn,  or  lay  wrapped  in  their  mantles 
under  the  trees.  The  evening  was  breathlessly  HiU,  Not  a  leaf  stirred 
upon  the  ivy,  nor  a  fly  upon  the  stream  ;  and  the  dark^  dim,  solemn  hills 
seemed  to  liifcen  for  the  hour,  for  which  they  waited  on  whom  they  looked. 

*^  The  clock  had  j list  struck  vespers;  and  Edith  had  scarce  counted  the 

heavy  cbim'e,  when  a  light  foot  whispered  on  the  pavement ;  and,  as  she 

looked  round,  a  Boy  in  the  green  dress  of  a  page  stood  at  her  back — 

Edith  started  up— *and,  lifting  his  bonnet,  he  gave  her  a  sealed  billet. 

.  '  Who  is  this  ?'  said  she,  quickly  glancing  in  his  face. 

**  The  child  laid  his  finger  on  his  lip, — and  hastily  breaking  the  letter, 
she  turned  to  the  light  before  St.  Michael's  shrine ;  at  the  first  glance 
she  gave  an  exclamation,  and  read,  '  Signed  with  my  private  sign'        ■ 

*  *'  *  Tha  mise  an  laimh,^ — ach  nabitheadh  eagal  oribh,  is  e  an  Earla  a 
ta'n  a  charaid  dhuinn,  caraid  Eirinn, — ^na  labhair  do  neach  beo  mu  so, 
air  eagal  gu'n  tuiteadh  aimhleas  oirun-— bithi«i6A«a  aig  an  sgithweh  hdn 
am  meadhon  oidhche' 

^'  Below  was  written  in  another  hand-^ 

'^  ^  St.  Michael's  eve  is  not  past — fear  not,  all  is  welL' 

*  H.  D.  L/ 

''  Edith  glanced  for  the  page,  but  he  was  gone^-ehe  called,  but  there 
was  no  answer,  and  none  in  the  chapel  but  the  still  white  figures  of  the 
saints  glimmering  in  the  twilight. 

''  For  a  while  she  stood,  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  words,  ■*  Tha  mise  an 
ktimh  ; '  now  on  the  point  to  fly  with  the  letter  to  my  brother,  now  held 
*  back  by  the  chavge  of  secrecy,  and  the  fear  of  striking  terror  amoqg.the 
people.  At 'last  the  assurance  of  my  safety,  and  the  line  evidently  written  . 
by  the  Earl,  began  to  overcome  her  -jsgitation ;  but  while  she  yet  stood 
with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the* paper,  a  sadden  clamour  of  voices^ came 
from  the  lawn,  and,  turning  to  the  window,  she  saw  a  glimmer  of  hagbuts 
and  glaives,  approaching  through  the  dusk,  and  a  soldier  bound  and 
hand-cuffed,  brought  along  between  two  harquebussiers.  A  hurried  buzz 
spread  before  them,  and  as  they  passed  to  the  great  door,  Edith  hastened 
out  to  learn  the  cause.  The  hall  was  crowded  with*  Camachs,  and  for 
a  moment  she  saw  the  pale,  stern  figure  of  the  soldier  standing  above  the 
crowd  upon  the  dais ;  but  immediately  the  glaives  and  pikes  crowded 
about  the  door, — he  past  through,  and  the  tall  spears  closed  before  it. 

*  « I  am  in  their  handni  bat  fear  nothing.  The  Earl  is  our  friend — the  friend  of 
Ireland — speak  of  this  to  none  liTing,  lest  mischief  follow,— but,  at  midnight,  ]ifi  ^| 
tbe  white  thorn." 
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'' '  What  !  wlio  is  this  V  said  Edith. 

** '  A  spy/  replied  one  of  the  men,-—'  they  took  him  in  the  Leittr.Beaiia 
under  a  friar's  coat.  By  St.  John,  there  seems^-I  am  loath  to  say  what^- 
abroad  to-night;  it  was  but  now  I  saw  a  little  green  boy  glance 
through  the  yew  bushes^  and  go  up  the  bum  like  a  fawn.' 

"  '  Yes ! — a  livery  boy  ? — a  page  ?* — exclaimed  Edith. 

"  The  man  shook  his  head — *  Troth  I  doubt  he  wears  their  livery  we 
should  not  speak  of,'  replied  he.  '  I  called,  but  he  gave  no  answer — 
and  certainly  I  should  have  tried  his  jerkin  with  a  cloth-yard,  but  he 
went  through  the  bush  like  a  linnet;  and  none  of  us  could  find  step 
4>r  prick  upon  the  grass.' 

Edith  mused — '  And  heard  you  nothing  from  the  soldier  ?'  said  she. 
'  Troth  he  will  speak  no  more  than  the  black  head  *  on  Conner's  tur- 
ret/ replied  the  man ;  '  but  Sir  Grerald  is  now  at  his  question ;  and  it's 
likely  the  cow's  tether,  and  the  arm  of  the  ash  tree  shall  find  his 
tongue/ 

"  Edith  shuddered,  and  stood  for  a  moment ;  and  as  she  turned  to  leave 
the  hall,  Gerald  came  out,  and  speaking  some  hasty  words  to  the  glaive- 
men,  was  pushing  eagerly  through  the  crowd.  Edith  met  him  at  the 
door ;  as  she  looked  in  his  face,  she  became  white  as  death. 

'^  *  What  /'  she  said,  and  laid  her  hand  on  his  arm. 

"  He  gave  no  answer,  but  led  her  hastily  forward  into  the  oak  parlour 
and  closed  the  door. 

"  '  O'Connor?'  said  Edith. 

'^ '  He  is  safe,'  replied  Gerald ;  '  he  shall  be  here  at  midnight.' 

*^  Edith  clasped  her  hands.  '  Thank  God  V  she  exclaimed ;  '  but  this 
is  not  all ;'  and  she  looked  in  his  face. 

"  Gerald  leaned  upon  his  sword,  and  did  not  answer.  Edith  laid  her 
calm  white  hand  on  his  mail  sleeve.  '  Tell  me,'  said  she,  *  he  is  well 
i— he  will  be  here— I  fear  no  more.' 

"  Gerald  looked  a  moment  on  her  face. 

*^ '  \  chain  is  drawn  round  the  mountain,'  said  he ;  'by  this  time  it 
begins  to  concentrate :  it  will  close  at  thU  house* 

"  Edith  stood  cold,  and  pale,  and  still ;  her  white  hand  moveless  upon  his 
arm,  and  her  death-like  face  fixed  on  his.  Gerald  held  her  chill  hand  in 
silence : — the  clock  struck,  he  started  from  his  pause.  '  There  is  the 
watch-bell,'  said  he.  *  I  beseech  you  go  now  and  rest ;  there  is  yet 
three  hours  to  midnight — sleep— -forget  all  till  you  see  him.' 

"  Edith  smiled  faintly,  and  shook  her  head  ;  the  clash  of  arms  and  the 
thick  tread  of  mail  passed  through  the  long  passages.    • 

''  Gerald  pressed  her  hand  hastily  and  hurried  from  the  room,  and  she 
turned  towards  her  own  chamber.  As  she  past  up  the  winding  stair,  the 
moon  shone  bright  on  the  lattice,  and  she  looked  out  upon  the  chase. 
The  scattered  groups  were  gathering  into  close  bodies,  but  a  still  half- 
dispersed  crowd  stood  about  the  great  ash,  and  the  white  uncertain  shape 
pf  the  soldier  hung  from  the  blasted  bough  in  the  pale  moonshine.  Edith 
gazed,  and  shuddered ;  and,  suddenly  shutting  the  casement,  hurried  to 
her  chamber. 


•  In  many  ancient  castles  there  were  stone  figures  of  men,  not  only  for  effisct  tat 
to  deceive  the  besiegers  when  the  garrison  were  ifew.  There  are  several  on  the  caslle 
of  Alnwick  in  Northumberland. 
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''  The  doek  struck  midnight  as  I  came  up  the  bank  before  the  castle ; 
the  deep,  black,  silent  host  of  Carnachs  stood  gathered  upon  the  chase, 
the  glaires  and  pikes  glimmering  thick  in  the  grey  moonlight ;  and  the 
white  horse-hair  plumes,  the  sharp  steel  bonnets,  and  motionless  pennons 
gleaming  like  ice-flakes  in  the  calm  night. 

''  I  hurried  forward.  Gerald  and  my  father  stood  under  the  great  ban. 
ner  ;  at  the  sound  of  my  step,  the  old  man  turned  his  bald  eyes,  and 
■tretched  out  his  trembling  hand.  I  laid  it  on  my  head,  and  he  felt  my 
breast,  my  gloves^  my  sword ;  and  his  sightless  eyes  turned  to  the  clear 
■ky,  and  his  white  lips  moved  for  a  moment ;  a  low  murmur,  a  quick 
flash  stirred  along  the  spears ;  but  there  was  not  a  word,  nor  a  step.  For 
an  instant  we  spoke,  and  I  turned  to  the  array. 

''  The  hagbuts  and  hand-guns  were  on  the  front  and  flanks  of  the 
column.  The  rear  was  closed  by  the  sithes,  glaives,  and  two-handed 
swords ;  and,  in  the  centre,  the  women,  the  children,  and  the  old  men 
stood  round  the  cross  and  the  *  Black  Book  of  O* Conner,* 

"  I  passed  down  the  lines  and  grasped  their  mailed  hands,  and  kissed 
the  women  and  the  infants;  there  was  a  small  open  circle  below  the 
cross,  and  page  Maurice  held  the  white  jennet  for  Editb.    '  I  would  not 
wake  her  till  the  last,'  whispered  Gerald ;  and  I  turned  towards  the  house. 
"  All  was  hushed  and  stiU,  when  I  knocked  at  her  door ;  and  for  a  mo- 
ment I  stood,  for  I  was  hard  to  break  her  short  rest.   I  knocked  again ; 
there  was  no  answer.    I  turned  the  lock ;  it  was  fast.     A  cold  shudder 
came  through  me.  I  called,  but  none  spoke ;  and,  bursting  open  the  door, 
I  rushed  into  the  room. 

"  It  was  dark,  and  still  and  solitary ;  the  moon  shone  through  the  cur- 
tains upon  the  bed.  I  sprung  forward,  £dith  was  not  there ;  I  turned 
to  the  window,  it  was  bolted  ;  I  looked  round,  there  was  no  part  of  her 
dress ;  but,  as  I  turned  again  to  the  couch,  I  stumbled  over  a  soft  heavy 
heap.  I  felt ;  it  was  Oscar.  I  stirred  him ;  but  he  did  not  wake.  '  Oscar  I 
Oscar!'  I  cried,  and  shook  him  by  the  neck  ;  but  he  rolled  in  my  hand 
with  the  passive  heavy  weight  of  death.  I  rushed  to  the  door.  At  the 
moment  a  bright  flash  came  in  my  eyes ;  a  thunder  of  fire-arms  rolled 
round  the  house,  and  the  thick  shot  rattled  on  the  walls,  and  pelted 
through  the  shivering  windows,  like  hail.  A  fearful  shout,  a  shriek  as  if 
the  earth  rent,  was  all  I  heard  more,  and  I  was  in  the  midst  of  the  car- 
nage. All  was  light  and  burning,  as  if  the  heaven  rained  fire  from  the 
hill,  and  the  earth  sent  up  flame  through  the  black  huts.  A  blaze  of  heL 
mets  and  spears  corslets,  and  red  crosses,  came  like  a  flood  through  the 
light,  and  tossed,  and  broke,  and  shivered  like  a  storm- wave  in  the  smoke, 
and  thunder,  and  splintering  pikes  of  the  black  dense  rocky  mass  before 
them. 

'^ '  Connur  a  buaidh  V*  I  shouted.  The  war  cry  went  up  again  like  a  tem- 
pest ;  and,  before  the  eagle  could  hear  it  on  the  hill,  the  glaives  and  two-hand, 
ed  swords  were  sweeping  through  the  red  press  like  grass.  We  drove  them 
through  the  chase — ^the  stream — the  heath ;  and,  as  the  rout  scattered  up 
the  hill,  a  shrill  shriek  came  before  us.  My  hair  rose  up— *I  rushed  on ; 
an  explosion  of  light  and  thunder  burst  over  the  valley;  and  men,  horses, 
and  a  pale  flitting  shape  past  through  the  light, — and  all  again  was  dark ; 
but  the  shriek,  clash,  and  mixed  trample  of  horses  were  close  before, 

*  <<  O^Conner  to  victory  !'*  Such  was  the  war-cry  of  most  of  the  great  Irish  Clans : 
Oius  Butler,  «  Butler  a  buaidh  C  Fitzgerald,  «Caram  a  buaidh,**  « I  bring  victory.*' 
The  BBgUsh  writers  have  corrupted  the  words  into  ^  Butler  a  boo,^  and  «  Crum  a 
hooJ*^ 
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and  in  a  moment  there  was  a  sLout^  and  glaives^  pikes^  and  honem^n 
rushed  together.  As  the  light  fladied  over  them  I  saw  the  star — ^tke 
white  horse  of  De  Lacy^  the  flutter  of  a  pale  robe  ;  and  the  Earl,  with 
f  dith  on  his  saddle-bow,  came  out  like  a  thunderbolt.  I  sprung  before 
him ;  and,  as  he  dashed  over  theheaps,  my  two-handed  sword  went  through 
neck,  bridle,  and  poitrel  into  theHieath,  and  man  and  horse  came  down 
headlong  on  the  earth.  I  lifted  Edith  unhurt;  but,  before  I  could  free  my 
■word,  the  Earl  snatched  the  pistol  from  the  holster  of  the  dying  horse,  and 
the  fire  and  smoke  burned  in  my  face  as  I  struck  him  backwards  with  my 
steel  glove  over  the  croup.  In  a  moment  all  closed  before  us — I  rushed 
with  Edith  through  the  press;  and,  as  I  came  out  on  the  clear  heath,  there 
was  a  rending  shout  behind,  and  the  rout  went  sudden  down  the  hill.  A 
moment  I  stopped,  and  cried  <  Halt !  halt !'  but  none  heard  or  heeded, 
and  the  cry  went  away  down  the  steep,  till  all  was  gone^ 

<'  I  looked  upon  Edith — ^her  face  yet  rested  still  and  heavy  on  my  shoul- 
der. *  Edith,'  I  said ;  but  she  did  not  answer.  I  sat  down  on  the  heath 
—I  lifted  her  head — she  did  not  breathe — I  laid  my  hand  upon  het 
side ;  warm  blood  gushed  through  my  fingers ;  I  turned  deadly  cold  for 
an  instant ;  but  suddenly  I  rent  her  yellow  robe,  and  folded  the  linen, 
and  felt  for  the  wound ;  the  welling  blood  gushed — gushed — gushed  from 
her  heart ! — I  dropped  the  passive  head  upon  my  knees,  and  my  hands 
fell  on  the  ground.  I  did  not  move,  I  did  not  speak,  I  did  not  think. 
All  night  I  sat  upon  the  turf,  my  eyes  fixed  on  the  air,  my  hands  resting 
where  they  had  fallen  on  the  heath. 

"  The  cold  grey  dawn  broke ;  the  light  grew  white  upon  her.  I  looked 
down,  her  long  dark  hair  fell  on  my  knees ;  her  white,  pale,  beautiful 
face  lay  quiet  and  breathless  in  my  lap  ;  and  her  half-closed  eyes,  stiU 
and  cold,  and  dim  as  the  dawning  sky  that  looked  upon  them.  The  sun 
came,  and  the  morning  and  the  noon, — I  sat  still,  and  held  her  in  my 
arms.  The  rain  and  the  storm  came  down-— I  folded  her  to  my  breast^ 
but  it  would  not  warm  her. 

**  1  dug  her  grave  with  my  hands,  and  my  sword ;  I  folded  her  in  her 
white  veil,  and  gathered  her  long,  long  hair  upon  her  breast,  and  put 
my  cross  in  her  hand,  and  scattered  the  white  hawthorn  upon  her  bosom, 
and  covered  her  with  the  earth — ^the  lightning  gave  me  light,  and  the 
thunder — ^the  Thunder  of  God  rolled  over  her ;  and,  as  the  heaven  and  the 
earth  rocked  and  trembled  round  me,  I  knelt  upon  the  sod,  and  called 
back  to  the  thunder,  and  the  fire,  and  dipped  this  hair  in  the  rain  and 
the  blood,  and  sunk— -sunk — ^but  not  to  death. 

**  I  awoke — the  storm  was  gone ;  it  was  twilight.  I  looked  round,  I 
knew  not  well  for  what ;  I  rose,  and  wandered  on  the  hill— -I  could  not 
find  IT. 

"  I  came  down  to  the  glen ;  there  w«re  ashes  and  smoke,  and  heapfr— 
scorched — ^blackened  heaps.  They  told  me  they  were  women,  children, 
and  old  men.  Far-— far  away — ^thrown  by  the  blasting  powder,  there 
was  the  withered,  shattered,  fire-scathed  form.  I  brought  him  here — I 
cut  the  white  hair  from  his  head  with  my  sword ;  I  laid  him  beside  her. 

'^  I  looked  for  my  brother,  my  dear,  noble,  glorious  brother ;  my  heart, 
my  strength,  the  right  hand  of  my  father's  house.  I  wandered  among  the 
dead,  the  ruins,  the  glowing  fires :  he  was  not  there  !" 

O'Connor's  voice  failed,  and  he  bent  down  his  head  on  his  hands. 
"  Ho  died  on  the  black  tree  of '  Croc-dubh/  "  said  he  at  last,  without  lift. 
ing  his  head — *'  in  chains— in  the  camp— a  trophy— «  scorn*— a  van** 
quished  REBEL." 
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The  Toice  of  the  heart-hroken  man  choked,  and  for  a  long  while  he  lat 
in  nlence,  and  the  tears  dropt  through  his  shrunk  fingers. 

**  Three  days,"  said  he  at  length — "  three  days  I  sat  upon  their  graves, 
and  clenched  my  sword  in  my  hands,  and  wept — wept ;  I  did  not 
weep  for  her ;  hut  when  he  fell,  I  was  not  near ;  when  he  died  I  gave  no 
rescue,  and  his  voice  was  ever  in  my  ears,  and  his  favorite  words,  '  la  lag 
gttalainn  gun  brathair  an  hm  do  m^  fir  teachd  a  lathain'* 

"  Days,  weeks,  months,  went  away ;  I  know  not  how  I  escaped, — how  I 
lived.  At  last,  the  light  of  my  soul — ^the  red,  wild,  terrible  light,  that 
was  the  fire,  apd  the  blood  in  which  it  had  gone — came  back.  I  asked 
where  he  was?  They  said  he  had  gone  to  England,  for  Germany  and 
Italy,  to  the  army  of  the  Emperor.t  Two  days  I  wandered  on  these 
black  heaps ;  on  the  third,  I  took  my  harp,  and  my  cross,  and  my  sword 
—and  went  to  find  him.  By  day  and  night,  by  storm  and  sunshine,  by 
water  and  by  land,  under  the  gown  of  the  minstrel,  the  tatters  of  a  beg^ 
gar,  the  veil  of  a  woman,  the  holy  cowl  of  a  monk  ;  in  hunger,  thirst, 
sickness,  wasting ;  with  the  sweet  sound  of  music,  the  still  voice  of  sup« 
plication,  the  curses  of  despair,  and  the  storm,  and  the  wind,  and  the 
waves  that  mocked  them,  1  followed  him  through  Holland,  Almaine^ 
Italy,  but  I  could  not  reach  him»  Toil,  hunger,  watching — ^the  sun  by 
day,  and  the  frost  by  night — shrunk  my  body,  but  could  not  quench  my 
•oul» 

''  It  was  the  eve  of  St.  Michael ;  the  night  before  Pavia.:[  I  was  on  the 
plun,  lost  in  the  darkness^  without  path  or  track,  and  worn  out  with  hun- 
ger and  travel.  I  stopped  and  watched  for  a  camp  fire,  and  listened  for 
the  shot  which  at  intervals  had  continued  all  the  twilight  from  the  town ; 
but  I  could  hear  only  the  rustle  of  the  fern,  and  the  shaking  of  the  wil<i 
olives  on  the  dark  knolls.  I  sat  down,  and  leaned  my  head  to  a  grey 
stone ;  but,  while  my  weary  eyes  were  closing  on  the  moor,  I  thought 
I  saw  a  dim  flash  quiver  on  the  dark  line*  I  rose  up  and  listened,  but 
there  was  no  report ;  and  I  went  towards  where  the  light  came,  but  I  was 
bewildered  among  the  dark  hiUocks,  and  at  last  stopped  by  a  stream 
which  wound  through  a  narrow  hoHow.  I  followed  the  bank  till  the  dell 
closed  to  a  chasm  which  ascended  between  rocks  and  hanging  trees.  I 
climbed  by  the  roots  and  boughs,  till,  suddenly,  I  saw  a  dusk  light  shoot- 
ing up  through  the  leaves,  and  in  a  few  paces  came  to  the  entrance  of  a 
deep  den,  almost  covered  by  branches,  and  closed  by  the  rocks  which  had 
fallen  from  the  craig.  The  light  shone  bright  through  the  loose  gaps 
of  the  stone  ;  and,  looking  through  a  chink,  I  saw  two  men  sitting  by  a 
fire  which  burned  against  the  rock.  They  were  dressed  like  chasseurs, 
with  green  doublets,  broad  belts,  hunting  knives,  and  side^  horns ;  but, 
besides  these,  they  had  dogs,  hagbuts,  and  bandaJiers,  which,  with  their 


*  ^  Weak  ig  tho  ihonlder  of  a  man  in  the  day  of  gathering  without  his  brother.**  A 
popular  Gaelic  prorerb. 
f  Charles  V.  then  at  war  with  Francis  I. 

X  The  battle  of  Pavla  bet^veen  Francis  I.  and  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  24ih  Feb. 
162& 

§  i*^.  worn  low.    This  was  a  characteristic  fashion  among  hunters.    Lady  Mar* 
garet  says  to  Willie^ 

^  Yon  seem  to  be  no  gentleman. 

Yon  wear  your  boots  so  wide ; 
But  you  seem  to  be  some  cunning  hunter^ 
Yon  wear  your  horn  so  tide.*^ 

Old  Ballad. 
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keen  stern  looks^  tokened^  if  not  park-brcakera,*  very  errand-hunten. 
The  quarters  of  a  newly  brittled  buck  lay  in  the  hide^  by  their  guns,  and 
one  of  ,the  men  was  busy  tumhig  a  broche  of  venison^  while  his  com. 
panion  sat  basking  hia  limbs  before  the  flame^  his  spattered  boots 
stretched  between  two  rough  wolf-dogs  which  leaned  their  shaggy  noses 
on  his  feet. 

'*  For  a  moment  I  felt  my  tgian  in  the  sheath,  and  took  my  harp  in  my 
handy  and  went  forward  into  the  den.  The  men  started  to  their  arms^ 
but  at  the  sight  of  my  harp  their  faces  changed,  and  they  held  the  g^owL 
ing  dogs.  '  Good  fellows,'  said  I,  '  can  you  show  a  wayUost  minstrel 
of  any  hostel  or  harbourage  hereabout  ?' 

*'  One  of  the  men  looked  at  me  shrewdly.  '  Certainly  an'  we  could/ 
said  he,  '  we  had  not  been  sitting  under  this  rock  ;  but  if  you  can  take 
the  grey  stone  to  your  host  for  this  night,  you  are  welcome  to  our  waethf 
and  fire.' 

"  I  sat  down,  and  they  shared  their  meat  with  the  freedom  of  men  to 
whom  every  hill  and  holt  gave  a  meal  for  the  morrow ;  but  their  eyes 
went  quick  to  every  sound  and  motion,  and  they  questioned  shrewdly  of 
my  way,  and  the  news  of  the  French  camp.  I  thought  their  speech  fs- 
voured  of  the  Switzer  more  than  the  Italian;  and  whether  for  my  tongue 
or  lack  of  good  caution,  they  began  to  speak  as  if  they  had  small  doubt 
of  my  presence.  It  was  not  long  before  I  could  understand  that  they 
were  leaguers  of  the  Austrians,  who  had  lurked  all  day  upon  the  Frendi 
outposts,  and  now  waited  the  whole  army  of  the  Emperor  to  guide  an 
onfall  into  the  French  camp.  I  leaned  weary,  before  the  fire,  and  listen- 
ed, but  gave  no  heed  till,  suddenly,  I  caught  a  word  that  made  me  almost 
start  from  the  heath. 

'^ '  What  Earl  ?*  answered  one  of  the  men. 

" '  The  English  Earl,  Herbert  de  Lacy,'  replied  his  fellow.  '  I  saw  his 
pennon,  and  four  hundred  lances  come  in  with  the  Duke  de  Bourbon  to 
the  main  battle,  an  hour  before  vespers.' 

'*  *  St.  George !  and  shall  he  come  to  the  assault  ?'  asked  the  first. 

''The  hunter  smiled,/  Shall  the  raven  come  for  his  bone?'^  said  he. 

*  From  the  destractive  use  of  ftre^rma,  repeated  ordinances  were  made  against 
killing  game  with  such  weapons ;  and,  in  consequence,  except  great  barons  on  their 
own  lands,  none  but  desperate  poachers  and  deer-stealers  ventiured  to  carry  haga^  or 
hagbyts  in  the  chase. 

•f  What  is  killed  in  hunting. 

X  ^  There  is  a  little  gristle  which  is  upon  the  spoon  of  the  brisket  which  we  call 
the  taioeiCi  bone  ;  and  I  have  seen  in  some  places  a  raven  so  wont  and  accustomed  to 
it,  that  she  would  never  fail  to  croak  and  cry  for  it  all  the  time  you  were  breaking 
the  deer  and  would  not  depart  till  she  had  iU**.^TurbervUUi't  Art  of  Venerie  ari 
Hunting,     Lond.  1611. 

Thus  Dame  Julian  Bemers  directs  the  hunter,  in  briCtUng  the  deer,  to  slit  the  skin 
« to  the  side  from  the  oorbyn  hone^  for 

"  That  is  corbyn's  fee — 

At  the  death  he  will  be.** — Book  of  SU  Albans. 

I  have  no  doubt  this  fee  of  corbyn*s  was  not  an  idle  joke.  At  the  breaking  of  a 
deer  there  were  portions  allowed  to  all  concerned  in  the  chase  :  the  left  shoulder 
was  the  forester's,  the  right  the  person's  who  dressed  the  deer,  the  querry  (t.  e.  the 
brains,  lights,  tongue,  entrails,  and  part  of  the  blood)  the  hounds* ;  the  rest  belonged 
to  the  master  of  the  chase,  who  was  recommended  to  exercise  hospitality  and  send 
presents  to  his  friends.  It  is  most  probable  that  the  corbyn  bone  was  given  to  the 
raven  to  propitiate  fbrtune  in  the  chase,  she  being  an  ominous  bird.  la  the  same 
manner  as,  on  the  Beltien  cakes,  there  were  little  nodules  prepared  for  the  eagle^  the 
hoody-crow,  and  the  fox ;  and,  in  eating  the  bread,  the  peasants  when  they  came  to 
each  nodule  threw  it  over  the  shoulder,  saying,  <<  This  I  give  to  thee,  O,  eagle ;  spare 
my  sheep.**  <<  This  to  thee,  O,  fox ;  spare  my  fowls  !**  ftc  Btc. 
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Truly^  an  we  miss  not  the  foin^  it  shall  be  a  bone  might  call  all 
the  ravens  on  Hartzeken^'  replied  the  chasseur.  '  If  they  keep  not  bet- 
ter watch  than  I  think^  before  sunrise  we  shall  clean  the  King^s  tent>  so 
that  there  shall  be  no  scot  pennies*  on  the  groom  that  hath  not  swept 
the  footcloth.' 

''  I  listened  without  a  breathy  but  they  said  no  more ;  and  as  the  fire 
decayed  against  the  rock,  folded  their  heads  in  their  cloaks^  and  lay 
down  upon  the  moss.  I  watched^  until  at  last  I  heard  the  heavy  breath- 
ing of  their  sleep,  and^  rising  cautiously  from  their  side,  stole  out  from 
the  den.  As  soon  as  I  reached  the  ravine,  1  forded  the  brook — climbed 
the  bank — and  fled  like  the  wind  into  the  black  moor.  I  went  on  till 
ray  feet  failed,  and  my  breath  was  gone.  I  stopped  and  listened — ail 
was  still  behind ;  and  I  sat  down  and  looked  upon  the  stars,  and  towards 
the  south.  While  I  sat,  the  midnight  drum  beat  at  a  distance.  I  rose 
and  went  forward ;  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  came  to  the  first 
French  post,  and  was  sent  forward  to  the  King, 

**  Francis  stood  alone  in  the  tent  when  I  entered,  in  his  hose  and  saont 
gown,  and  his  keen  eye  went  through  me  like  on  eagle,  as  I  came  for- 
ward from  the  curtain. 

"  *  Well,  Sir  minstrel  ?'  said  he. 

^'  I  told  him  all ;  for  a  few  moments  he  stood  with  his  eyes  fiked  upon 
mine.  Suddenly  he  turned  and  threw  off  the  gown,  and  clapped  his 
hands,  and  the  page  entered. 

"  *  Summon  the  marischals  and  my  body  knights,'  said  the  King; 
and  lay  saddle  on  Bayard.'  All  the  while  he  spoke  he  was  doing  on 
his  doublet,  and  the  page  hastened  to  set  the  clasp. 

'*  '  Begone,  varlet !'  said  the  king,  stamping  with  his  foot.  ^  Think  you 
that  I  am  going  to  my  lady's  bower  ?' 

'*  The  boy  hurried  away.  '  Stay,'  said  the  king  suddenly, '  entertain 
this  minstrel  for  one  of  my  company.  And  snatching  a  purse  full  of  gold 
pieces  from  the  table—'  Thanks,  minstrel,'  said  he,  '  and  this  for  the. 

present ;  and  to-morrow '    A  strange  sudden  flash  went  into  his  face, 

and  he  glanced  to  the  bright  casque  and  long  white  panache  t  which 
stood  upon  the  table,  still  as  if  it  had  never  fluttered  in  the  battle-field. 

"  *  Yes,'  said  he,  '  to-mwroto,  in  the  evening — when  all  is  done.' 

'^  There  was  something  came  through  my  flesh  with  his  words.  I  did 
my  salutation,  and  hastened  after  the  page. 

''  The  grey  light  was  yet  dim,  when  a  faint  dubious  tramp  came  through 
the  stillness.  In  a  few  moments  a  quick  light  jingle  could  be  heard 
with  the  heavy  tread ;  but  suddenly  there  was  a  deep  pause.     All  the 


*  In  the  household  regulations  of  Sir  John  Harrington,  the  adxth  article  U 
^*  Itemy  Thai  the  hall  bee  made  oleane  every  dale  by  eight  in  the  winter  and  eeuen 
in  the  sommer,  on  paine  of  him  that  should  do  it  to  forfeit  Icf.'* — An.  1566. 

'Y  "  A,  vague  preternatural  presentiment  or  depression  of  spirit,  previous  to  any  ap- 
proaching calamity,  was  a  very  popular  superstition  in  the  dark  ages :  and  thing% 
and  persons,  and  sounds  connected  with  the  impending  misfortune,  were  thought  !• 
affect  the  person  who  was  to  sustain  it  with  horror  or  melancholy.  This  panache^ 
or  the  large  single  ostrich  feather,  then  the  fashion  in  helmets,  was  intimately  asso. 
ciated  with  the  catasti-ophe  of  Francis  the  First  at  the  battle  of  Pavia.  When  taken 
prisoner,  he  was  rudely  stripped  of  his  arms  and  decorations ;  but,  endeavoiuring  to 
save  the  order  of  St  Michael,  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  spoil  proposed  to  kill  him, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  debate.  His  life  was  saved ;  but  the  soldiers  having  taken  off 
his  helmet,  every  one  todk  a  part  of  the  great  panache  or  feather  which  he  wors 
thereon,  aiid  others  more  presumptuously  cut  pieces  out  of  a  coat  of  arms  or  sobra* 
veste  which  he  wore  oyv  his  hamess." — Lord  Herbert  ^f  Cherhur^e  Ufe  and  Reg. 
Hen.  VIII. foL    London,  1672,  p.  155. 
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guardB  had  been  withdrawn ;  but  the  black,  breathleaa  thadowa  ^f  the 
men-at-arms  sat  on  their  hones  behind  the  tents,  with  their  points  on 
the  ground  ;  and  the  hackbuts  and  artillery  lay  on  the  flanks,  with  thdr 
matches  under  their  basnets,  waiting  the  moment  to  give  fire.  Yon  might 
have  told  an  ave.  Again  the  clink  came  on,  and  suddenly  there  was 
a  rush  like  a  whirlwind  ;  the  wild  war-cry  of  the  Pandours  and  Hulans, 
and  a  torrent  of  horsemen  came  headlong  among  the  tents.  A  tre- 
mendous shout,  ^  Mount  joye,  St.  DenU  !'  answered  back  from  the 
ambushed  lines,  and  the  horses  rushed  upon  the  pikes  and  partisans^ 
In  the  next  moment  a  thunder  of  culverins  and  falcons  burst  on  the 
flanks,  and  sent  a  shower  of  haiLshot*  through  the  dense  column.  The 
darkness  covered  the  deep  gaps,  and  the  pouring  tide  of  horsemen  and 
Pandours  filled  up  each  chasm ;  while  the  footmen  were  firing  the  pavi- 
lions, the  wind  drove  forward  the  flames,  and,  before  it  was  clear  dawn, 
the  light  of  the  burning  tents  went  up  like  the  rising  sun,  and  gave  a 
v^d  daylight  over  the  conflict.  Morning ^-noon — till  the  sun  was 
l^w,  the  battle  raged — ^now  lost,  now  won,  till  I  saw  the  King's  banner 
go  down  like  a  reed;  and  suddenly  the  cloud  of  lances  and  white 
plumes  swept  one  wide  scattering  rout  through  the  setting  sun.  As  the 
Jieur^e^Us  of  Bourbon  came  through  the  storm,  I  saw  the  waver  of  a 
yellow  pennon  over  the  spears ;  and  suddenly  the  bright,  glorious,  flying 
figure  of  Earl  Herbert  came  out  before  the  pursuit,  waving  his  rapier^ 
and  cheering  on  the  rout.  I  turned  and  swung  my  sword,  and  cried 
'  Conner  a  buaidh !'  and  dashed  through  the  scattering  flight  tpwards 

him.    He  checked — stopped wavered.    The  riders  gathered  up.    I 

heard  his  voice  cry,  '  No  quarter  I'  and  twenty  dague^  and  hagbuts 
flashed  between  us ;  but  I  came  through  smoke,  and  pikes,  and  flying 
balls ;  and  man — ^horse — all  went  down,  down  together  on  the  field.  A 
shout,  a  rush,  a  rolling  trample  came  over  us, — and  I  knew  no  more. 

'*  I  awoke — ^it  was  dark  night.  I  thought  I  was  moving  along  the 
ground.  I  grasped  the  earth— -it  slid  away,  and,  for  several  moments,  I 
was  only  vaguely  sensible  of  moving  shocks  and  a  painful  tension,  tiU 
suddenly  I  felt  that  I  was  dragged  along  by  the  foot.  I  strove  to  rise 
up,  but  my  head  fell  back  with  the  gliding  motion ;  and  again  I  became 
almost  insensible.  At  this  moment  I  felt  that  I  had  stopped — a  low 
deep  growl  came  from  my  feet,  and,  rising  on  my  arm,  I  saw  the  black, 
gaunt  shadow  of  a  gigantic  wolf  standing  over  me,  and  his  white  blank 
eyes  glaring  in  the  darkness  on  my  face.  My  hand  went  to  my  belt — 
one  of  my  pistolets  was  still  there.  I  drew  it  gently^  lifted  the  muzzle 
to  the  wolf,  and  fired.  There  was  a  short  half-bark  half-growl; — it  was 
all  I  heard,  and  I  sunk  back  upon  the  earth. 

''  At  last  I  recovered  to  move  and  look  up, — the  stars  shone  clear  above 
me,  and,  as  I  grasped  the  earth,  I  felt  the  blood-dew  frozen  crisp  in  the 
grass.  The  cold  had  stanched  my  wounds;  and  at  length  t  sat  upright, 
and  looked  round.  The  moon  was  rising  on  the  vast  plain,  and  shed  a 
pale,  cold  glimmer  on  the  glistening  heapst  A  deep  death-stillness  rested 
on  the  field,  broken  only  by  a  passing  groan,  and  I  listened  and  watched 
in  vain ;  but  there  was  no  step  nor  living  object.  Suddenly,  a  distinct 
flash  quivered  on  the  black  line  of  heaps,  and  presently,  a  low  deep  roll 

—    —       -i  -  ^ 

*  <<  Hail-shot**  was  the  old  name  for  the  small-shot  fired  out  of  great  gnus,  as 
frape  and  musket-shot  are  now  used.  Sir  John  Hayward,  describing  the  dedsiTe 
eflSect  of  the  English  cannon  at  Pinkey^leugh,  says,  <<  Moreover,  the  master  of  the 
artillery  did  visit  them  sharply  with  murtherinff  haU^hoiy^  &c  frc^I^/tf  qf  Ed' 
ward  VI. 
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came  tkrovgh  the  death  Btillneai ;  atiother,  ttid  another  foOowed^  and^  as 
I  looked  towards  the  flashy  a  dark  shadow  rose  up  out  of  the  heaps.  At 
first  it  was  indisUnct,  as  the  moon  went  and  came  upon  the  shape ;  but  I 
thought  I  saw  the  glimmer  of  a  helmet,  and  a  star.  For  a  moment  the 
moon  waned  in  the  cloud ;  but  suddenly  the  light  shone  out,  and  I  saw 
the  white,  bloody,  deathly  features  of  De  Lacy,  I  gazed  upon  him ;  my 
hair  stood  up ;  I  felt  upon  the  ground ;  my  sword  was  still  at  my  wrist ; 
I  drew  the  icy  blade  through  my  fingers — it  was  unbroken.  I  crawled 
towards  him% 

"  The  moon  welit  in,  and  came  agBin>  and  I  shrieked,  and  sprung  upon 
him,  and  grappled  for  his  heart.  He  shouted  and  fought,  and  strove  to 
drag  himself  away ;  but  I  clung  to  him  with  the  dead  gripe ;  and  nOw  up, 
now  down,  we  grappled,  strangled,  stabbed,  and  rolled  among  the  dead. 
But  he  was  strong— strong,  and  I  could  not  hold  him  on  the  slippery  eartfa« 
All  at  once,  a  sudden  rush,  shout,  clash,  and  charge,  came  together  through 
the  darkness.  There  was  a  shock  Uke  an  earthquake,  and  a  blast  of  fire 
and  light  went  up  into  the  skyv  At  that  moment  he  went  down  under  me. 
The  tower  of  St.  Magdalen  was  burning  like  the  light  of  day ;  for  an  in. 
stant  I  fixed  upon  his  throat,  and  swept  the  hair  from  my  eyes^-^  £DtTH  ! 
-^fbrra  ! — Ebith  !'  I  shouted>  *  Look  up  !  look  on  O'Connor !'  His 
wild  eyes  glared  up  from  the  ground ;  I  laughed,  and  shouted  to  the 
halls  and  scattering  fire  that  showered  light  and  death  around  us,  and 
lounged  my  sword  in  his  heart — again ! — again  ! — again  !  I  fixed  him 
to  the  earth,  as  he  clenched  the  ground,  and  gnashed  and  griped,  and 
strove  to  bound  against  the  sword,  till  his  head  fell  back,  his  hands  un- 
closed, and  he  stretched  out  stiffs  and  still,  and  motionless  in  the  red 
light!  I  looked  a  moment  on  his  blue  ghast  face,  as  the  fixed  eyes 
•tared  against  the  fire,  and  stooped  and  dipped  this  lock  in  his  blood ! 
My  TOW  was  finished  !  I  fell  back  upon  the  earth  1 

''  I  awoke  in  the  convent  of  St.  Lazaret.  Weeks,  months,  passed  away  ;  I 
could  not  rest,  I  could  not  die.   I  could  only  die  here  I 

0'Ck>nner  sunk  exhausted  on  the  heap,  and  as  the  friar  bent  over  him 
the  tears  dropped  on  his  cheek.    The  dying  man  held  up  his  hand. 

"  Weep  not  for  me,"  said  he, — ^'  Weep  not  for  the  dead,  nor  bemoan 
him ;  but  weep  for  him  that  goeth  away ;  for  he  shall  not  return ;  he  riiall 
see  his  land  no  more !" 

We  buried  hifli  in  the  mountain,  and  set  a  cross  at  his  head,  and  a 
grey  stone  at  his  feet,  and  the  priest  sung  over  him  by  night ;  and  the 
ttavellet,  when  he  comes  by,  lays  a  stone  to  his  cairn,  and  kneels  under 
the  white  thorn  and  says,  *^  Foie  Di  dc^n  Qnabibh  /" 

The  robin  builds  upon  the  heap  in  the  summer,  and  the  fawn  lies  under 
its  shoulder  at  the  spring ;  and  when  the  hill  is  white  in  winter  the  plover 
sits  beneath  the  stone,  and  whistles  out  of  the  snow. 

The  summer  and  the  spring  return,  and  the  bird  comes  from  the 
■outh,  and  the  hind  ftom  the  hill ;  but  they  shall  never  return  from  the 
grave,  nor  they  of  the  exile  come  again  from  the  Duthaich  chian.  The 
son  shines  on  them  at  noon,  and  the  rain  weeps  over  them  at  night ;  and 
the  people  as  they  go,  come  to  the  heap  and  gather  the  white  thorn, 
and  weep  over  the  grey  stone  as  they  read— - 

<^  Mourn  not  for  the  dead,  nor  lament  him; 
But  mourn  f»r  him  who  UYttb.** 

J. 
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Had  Usbek,  the  traveller^  meDtioned  in  the  Lettres  Pertane*,  visited 
£nglAud^  we  can  imagine  that  he  might  have  addresBed  his  friend  Rustan 
in  the  following  terms : — 

'^InPersia^dear  Rustan^  the  object  of  Legislation  is  the  general  welfare; 
but  if  70U  look  to  the  acts  of  the  English  Legislature,  you  will  be  in. 
clined  to  think  that  the  chief  aim  is  the  starvation^  impoverishment, 
and  demoralization  of  the  people.  The  Corn  Laws  create  an  artificial 
scarcity,  and,  by  raising  the  price  of  food,  prevent  the  extension  of 
manufactures  and  commerce,  and  consequently  limit  the  employment 
of  the  people ;  the  Revenue  Laws  encourage  perjury  as  well  aa 
fraud  in  all  its  ramifications ;  the  Poor  Laws,  as  here  administered,  re. 
move  from  the  lower  ovders  the  incentives  to  industry  and  frugality, 
give  an  improper  stimulus  to  the  population,  and  thus,  in  combination 
with  the  Corn  Laws,  occasion  misery  and  poverty  ;  and  the.  Game  Laws 
form  the  nursery  in  which  the  peasantry  are  gradually  but  effectually 
trained  to  the  execution  of  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder.  Honest 
industry  is  here  fettered,  or  altogether  restrained  by  the  privileges  of 
corporations,  by  the  surveillance  of  revenue  officers,  by  the  system  of 
licences,  which  can  only  be  procured  by  considerable  labour,  throni^  fa- 
vour, or  at  some  expense,  or  by  the  exaction  of  stamp  duties — a  tax  which, 
when  levied  on  the  exercise  of  professions  or  trades,  has  all  the  odium 
of  a  poll  tax,  without  the  quality  which  makes  that  tax  in  some  degree 
tolerable,  the  universality  of  the  burden.  The  consequences  are  what 
you  might  naturally  expect,  my  dear  Rustan ;  a  criminal  code  written 
in  blood,  many  hundreds  of  men  annually  condemned  to  death,  and  not. 
withstanding,  crimes  abounding  to  a  degree  unknown  in  any  other  civi. 
lized  country,  and  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing ;  every  eighth  person 
a  beggar,  receiving  parochial  relief ;  the  poor  rates  already  absorbing 
one-sixth  of  the  rental  of  the  whole  real  property  of  the  kingdom,  with , 
the  prospect,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase,  that  the  whole  lands  and 
houses  in  England  will,  before  the  end  of  this  century,  be  the  patrimony, 
of  the  poor.  As  if  the  means  of  punishing  the  people  were  not  sufficient, 
and  as  if  the  great  end  of  society  was  to  fill  jails,  and  give  employment  to 
jailers,  new  offences  are  created,  and  petty  delinquencies  are  swelled, 
to  the  rank  of  crimes.  Thus,  to  the  progress  of  civilization  Britain 
owes  forgery,  smuggling,  and  many  other  offences  which  annually 
yield  a  long  list  of  victims  to  the  criminal  law.  In  our  dear  coun- 
try, Rustan,  you  know  it  is  thought  that  the  evils  attending  a  state 
of  matters  in  which  an  act,  in  itself  innocent,  must  be  prevented  at 
the  expense  of  the  blood  or  protracted  imprisonment  of  the  actor,  must 
be  submitted  to  only  if  the  prohibition  of  the  act  is  essential  to  the  exis- 
tence or  welfare  of  society ;  but  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
ject should  never  be  infringed,  merely  to  afford  to  a  small  class  of  the 
community  a  childish,  not  to  say  savage  and  brutal  amusement.  But 
t^ese  proud  Islanders  are  ignorant  of  aJl  our  eastern  notions  of  Govern- 
ment."— Such  might  possibly  be  the  reflections  of  an  Eastern  sage,  who 
had  derived  his  notions  of  English  Legislation  from  a  discontented  Ra. 
<fical,  and  from  whom  the  beneficial  consequences  of  that  legislation  had . 
been  concealed.  But  we  must  now  turn  from  conjecturing  what  Usbek, 
in  his  ignorance,  might  have  thought  to  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
in  hand. 

The  existence  of  Game  Laws  in  any  country  is  of  itself  a  proof  of  its  con- 
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^uest  by  foreigners;  In  England  these  laws  are  the  badge  of  the  slavery  in 
which  the  people  were  held  by  their  Norman  victors,  fiy  these  invaders 
were  vast  tracts  of  country  depopulated^  and  formed  into  forests,  in  which 
were  exercised  the  most  horrid  tyrannies  and  oppressions,  under  colour 
of  Forest  Law,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  beasts  of  chase ;  to  kill  any 
of  which,  within  the  limits  of  the  forest,  was  as  penal  as  the  death  of  a 
man.  '*  From  this  root  has  sprung  a  bastard  slip  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Game  Law,  now  arrived  at,  and  wantoning  in  its  highest  vigour ; 
both  founded  upon  the  same  unreasonable  notions  of  permanent  property 
in  wild  creatures,  and  both  productive  of  the  same  tyranny  to  the  Com- 
mons ;  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  Forest  Laws  established  only 
one  mighty  hunter  throughout  the  land, — the  Game  Laws  have  raised  a 
little  Nimrod  in  every  manor."*  The  code  of  law  for  the  preservation  of 
Game  is  also  of  a  very  unusual  and  singular  nature ;  and  contains  provi- 
sions, elevating  pheasants  and  partridges,  hares  and  rabbits,  far  above 
the  human  species.  In  the  case  of  mere  mankind,  preparations  for  their 
injury  or  destruction,  unless  carried  a  great  length,  and  until  some  steps 
towards  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  crime  have  been  taken,  are  not 
cognisable  by  any  human  tribunal.  Thus,  the  preparing,  purchasing,  or 
having  in  one's  possession,  poison,  daggers,  or  other  instruments  used  for 
assassination,  the  loading  of  iire-arms  to  commit  a  murder,  however 
clearly  the  intention  may  be  proved,  are  not  acts  for  which  any  one  can 
be  punished.  Even  the  forging  of  bills  or  bank  notes,  if  they  are  not 
issued  or  used,  is  not,  at  common  law,  a  criminal  act. 

In  the  opinion  of  criminal  lawyers  one  may  go  farther  with  impunity, 
and  take  some  steps  towards  the  actual  perpetration  of  the  crime.  Thus, 
it  is  far  from  clear,  that  a  person  could  be  punished  to  any  extent,  were 
he  caught  in  his  neighbour's  stack-yard  with  his  tinder  .box,  matches, 
and  a  dark  lantern,  and  though  his  intention  to  set  the  stacks  on  fire 
could  be  proved  by  .clear  evidence ;  or  one  with  fire-arms,  who  lies  in 
wait  in  the  night  time,  at  a  concerted  spot,  for  an  expected  passenger,  to 
rob  and  murder  him;  but  the  intended  victim  takes  another  road,  or 
delays  his  journey,  and  so  escapes.  The  reason  is  obvious :  human  tri- 
bunals ought  not,  and  do  not  punish  a  man  for  his  intentions,  but  for 
his  acts ;  and  notwithstanding  the  near  approach  which,  in  the  above 
eases,  is  made  to  the  actual  commission  of  crime,  still  after  all,  fear,  re- 
morse, a  moment's  confusion,  some  accidental  alarm  might  have  prevent- 
ed an  attempt  from  being  made.  There  is  time  to  repent  and  desist 
from  the  enterprise ;  and  the  law  charitably  presumes  that  he  would  not 
pat  his  purpose  in  execution.t 

^  Between  the  acting  of  a  dreadful  thing 
And  the  first  motion,  all  the  interim  is 
Like  a  phantasma  or  a  hideous  dream  ; 
The  genitis  and  the  mortal  instruments 
Are  then  in  council ;  and  the  state  of  man, 
Like  to  a  little  kingdom,  suffers  then 
The  nature  of  an  insurrection.**  X 

These  are  the  considerations  on  which  legislators  act,  when  mankind 
are  concerned :  but  when  the  sports  of  the  aristocracy  are  to  be  preserved, 
very  different  principles  are  adopted.  The  persons  who  prepare  statutes 
relating  to  game,  know  nothing  of  law,  and  care  nothing  for  the  princi- 
ples of  justice.  Blackstone  remarks  that  one  may  judge  what  sort  of 
persons  the  penners  of  the  Game  Laws  are,  by  the  fact  that,  in  one  sta- 

•  Blackst.  IV.  416.  +  »»•  Hume,  29.  %  Shakspeara*s  Julius  Cajsar. 
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tute^  there  are  in  six  different  places  errors  in  grammar^  besides  a  rarietf 
of  other  blunders.  Yet  under  this  statute^  many  people  have  been  of 
late  years  convicted.  The  great  principle  these  lawgivers  adopted^  was 
to  punish  to  the  utmost,  and  to  an  equal  extent,  all  who  touched  the  sub* 
ject  of  their  sports,  dead  or  alive,  or  even  the  %g%  which  by  possibility 
might  become  a  bird. 

Thus,  from  a  Parliamentary  Return,  we  learn  that  at  one  time  in 
the  month  of  November  1831,  there  were  no  fewer  than  Five  Huhdred 
AND  Ninety-eight  persons  in  jail  in  £ngland  alone,  exclusive  of  Wales, 
for  offences  against  the  Game  Laws ;  the  greater  number  of  whom  were 
punished  for  merely  xckdkxng  preparations  towards  the  destroying  of  game; 
when,  according  to  the  principles  we  have  laid  down^  preparations  to  an 
equal  extent  for  the  murder  of  a  human  being,  must  have  been  passed 
over  without  notice.  We  have  men  confined  for  three  or  six  months,  for 
*'  usifng  snares;**  "  for  using  a  dog  with  intent  to  kill  game;"  *'  for  at- 
tempting  to  destroy  a  fallow  deer ;"  "  setting  snares ;"  "  keeping  snares;** 
'^  keeping  a  dog  and  a  gun ;"  "  keeping  a  dog ;"  "  keeping  and  using 
a  gun."  Verily,  if  the  Game  Laws  were  rigidly  enforced^  it  is  difficult 
to  say  who  would  be  out  of  jail. 

Another  sacred  rule  of  law  is  violated  in  the  game  code.  In  other  cases 
a  Judge  is  not  allowed  to  try  a  case  in  the  issue  of  which  he  is  interested ; 
but  almost  all  those  accused  of  offences  against  the  Game  Laws  are  tried 
by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace— by  those  men  against  whom  the  offence  is 
committed ;  and  generally  in  the  most  summary  style,  without  giving  the 
accused  due  time  or  means  for  his  defence,  and  before  a  single  Magis- 
trate. The  English  clergy,  in  their  character  of  Justices,  seem  to  offi« 
ciate  on  such  occasions  con  amore;  and  it  is  shocking  to  see  reverend 
gentlemen,  to  whom  the  morals  of  the  peasantry  are  intrusted,  sen. 
tencing  men  to  the  society  of  felons  for  months,  by  which  their  charac 
ters  and  morals  must  be  inevitably  ruined,  merely  for  having  a  snare, 
a  yard  of  brass  wire  with  a  noose  on  it,  in  their  possession. 

Then,  in  other  parts  of  the  criminal  law,  a  distinction  is  made  between 
the  punishment  of  the  actual  perpetrator,  and  of  him  who  merely  aids  in 
some  inferior  degree.  Thus,  robbery  is  a  capital  crime :  but  we  never 
heard  of  any  one  being  hanged  for  receiving  the  stolen  goods.  But  he 
who  has  in  his  possession  a  hare,  or  who  offers  to  sell  it,  is  punished  in 
precisely  the  same  degree  with  him  who  has  killed  it;  and  a  man 
lately  suffered  six  months'  imprisonment  in  Winchester  Jail  *^  for 
having  part  of  a  fallow  deer  in  his  possession."  We  regret  the  name 
of  the  Magistrate  who  convicted  him  is  not  mentioned.  But  we  must 
record  in  our  pages  that  ^'  John  Holt,  Esq.,  Magistrate,"  sentenced 
a  woman,  Ellen  Holland,  to  84  days'  imprisonment  in  the  Preston  House 
of  Correction,  for  ^'  having  unlawfully  had  in  her  possession  one  hare 
and  exposing  it  for  sale."  In  the  Millbank  General  Penitentiary,  there 
are  seven  men  imprisoned  for  five  years  and  one  for  seven,  for  poaching, 
or  "  unlavrfully  entering  enclosed  land,  armed,  with  intent  to  destroy 
game."  One  of  these  men,  John  Wood,  has  been  already  six  yeai%  and 
a  half  in  jail  "  for  poaching  on  the  lands  of  Lady  Suffield,"  and  some  of 
the  others  have  been  nearly  five  years.  It  will  be  observed,  that  these 
protracted  periods  of  punishment  are  awarded  for  merely  killing  game ; 
not  one  of  these  men  is  accused  of  assaulting  gamekeepers,  a  species  of 
conflict  which  the  Game  Laws  often  occasion. 

From  the  year  1820  to  18S6,  12,000  individuals  were  committed  to  the 
county  jails  in  England  for  offences  against  the  Game  Laws ;  and  we  may 
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infer  from  the  above  return^  that  there  are  at  all  times  six  hundred 
persons  in  confinement  for  such  offences.    Of  the  more  serious  crimes  to 
which  the  preservation  of  game  gives  rise,  we  have  no  account;  but 
there  can  be  little  doubt  the  number  must  be  great.    To  say  nothing  of 
the  human  misery  thus  occasioned^  let  us  see  what  it  costs  the  country. 
The  average  expense  of  keeping  culprits  in  the  English  jails  is  very 
nearly  L.4k)  each  person ;  and  therefore  L.24^000  is  paid  annually  in 
Cngland  for  keeping  poachers.    Suppose  now  the  600  prisoiyrs  have 
400  wives  and  800  children,  these  must^  of  course,  be  maintained  by  the 
poor's  rates ;  and  their  maintenance  cannot  costless  than  L.  10,000  more. 
We  allow  nothing  for  the  expense  of  building  jails,  and  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Game  Laws  against  so  many  offenders.     If  these  expenses 
were  taken  into  account,  the  cost  of  preventing  poaching  would  pro- 
bably be  doubled.    Millbank  Penitentiary,  for  example,  cost  for  building 
upwards  of  half  a  million ;  and  as  the  chaplain,  surgeon,  &c.  must  have 
handsome  salaries^  it  requires  L.20,000  per  annum  for  its  maintenance  ; 
and  the  annual  expense  of  a  convict  there,  is  between  L.50  and  L60. 
The  keeping  of  John  Wood,  "  from  poaching  on  the  lands  of  Lady  Suf- 
field,"  will  cost  the  public  L.350,  by  the  time  his  seven  years'  imprison- 
ment is  expired,  and  the  maintenance  of  his  wife  and  children  possibly 
Li.l50  more ;  so  that  the  preservation  of  Lady  Suffield's  pheasants  from 
one  poacher,  for  seven  years,  costs  the  public  L.500.   WeU  may  foreign- 
ers have  a  high  idea  of  the  wealth  of  England,  when  they  see  public 
money  so  absurdly  lavished.    As  a  further  proof  of  the  absurdity  of  the 
system,  let  us  see  what  happens  when  a  poacher  cannot,  or  will  not  pay 
a  pecuniary  penalty.    We  have  Joseph  West  confined  in  Huntingdon 
jaU  for  two  months,  for  refusing  to  pay  forty  shiUings  of  penalty.    But 
Joseph's  maintenance  costs  L.6 ;  and  so  the  public  pay  L.6,  because 
Joseph  will  not  pay  L.3. 

One  will  naturally  ask,  for  what  purpose  are  the  boldest  and  most 
active  of  our  peasantry  demoralized — so  much  human  misery  created — 
80  much  money  expended  ?  To  enable  a  few  of  the  aristocracy  to  have 
two  or  three  days'  shooting  in  the  year !  For  the  amusement  must  nut 
be  indulged  in  often.  The  great  matter  is  to  have  a  grand  battue,  a 
huge  slaughter  in  a  single  day.  It  is  a  matter  of  boast  among  the 
squirearchy,  when  they  have  at  one  time  massacred  hundreds  of  game. 
The  feat  is  blazoned  in  the  newspapers ;  and  then  the  breeding  of  phea- 
sants is  sedulously  encouraged,  and  immense  numbers  reared  by  the 
gamekeepers,  to  await  another  battue.  We  consider  the  sports  of  the 
field,  when  moderately  indulged  in,  and  in  the  old  style,  a  healthy,  in. 
vigorating,  and  gentlemanly  amusement ;  but  as  now  practised  by  the 
game  preservers,  it  is  a  mere  brutal  massacre,  fitter  for  butchers  than 
English  gentlemen.  It  is  noway  superior,  or  indeed  different,  from 
shooting  poultry  in  a  court-yard  or  in  a  hen-roost,  a  feat  for  which 
schoolboys  are  whipped.     What  should  be  done  with  their  seniors  ? 

The  Scottish  lairds  have  of  late  years  been  following  the  example  of  the 
English  squires  in  the  preservation  of  the  game.  As  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, the  miseries  of  the  Game  Laws  were  beginning  to  affect  Scot- 
land ;  and  these  laws  have  of  late  years  been  rather  rigorously  enforced 
in  the  more  aristocratic  counties.  The  apprehension  of  a  poacher  was  a 
grand  event,  more  especially,  if  it  happened  during  a  frost  when  there 
could  be  no  hunting  or  shooting,  and  the  lairds  were  consequently  at 
their  wits'  end  for  amusement.  The  horses  were  got  out  of  the  stables ; 
the  lairds  and  their  retainers  mounted ;  some  rode  after  the  poachers. 
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some  for  the  constablesj  others  to  the  justices ;  while  carts  were  prepar- 
ing to  convey  the  poachers  to  the  county  jail.     It  was  quite  a  field  day, 
and  the  best  possible  amusement^  after  fighting  cats  and  terriers,  in  a  frosty 
forenoon.  After  dinner^  also,  it  afforded  a  subject  for  conversation ;  which 
would  otherwise  have  lagged,  from  the  want  of  a  fox  chase  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day  to  talk  about.    But  somehow,  poacher-hunting  has  not 
been  much  indulged  in  during  the  last  year  or  two.      It  was  found 
to  be  an  amusement  which  made  the  peasantry  rather  sulky ;  and  after 
the  eveirts  of  the  "  Three  Days,"  the  possibility  of  the  game  becoming 
the  pursuers  or  of  standing  resolutely  at  bay,  began  to  be  calculated. 
We,  therefore,  find  only  six  poachers  in  jail  in  all  Scotland  in  Novem- 
ber 1831,  and  three  of  these  in  the  county  of  Ayr.    The  small  number 
of  convictions,  certainly,  does  not  arise  from  a  diminution  of  poaching ; 
for  the  markets  never  were  better  supplied  with  game  than  at  present, 
and  the  poachers  have  become  much  more  bold.     The  only  holiday  the 
Scottish  peasantry  have,  is  Auld  Hansel  Monday ;  and  part  of  the  amuse- 
ments of  that  day,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  was  shooting  game.     For 
the  last  twenty  years,  however,  the   power  of  the  game  preservers  be- 
came so  great,  that  all  attempts  to  kill  game  on  that  day  were  effectu- 
ally repressed.    But  last  year,  the  old  practice  was  revived  to  a  small 
degree ;  and  on  Hansel  Monday,  this  year,  the  peasantry  in  East  Lothian 
sallied  out  boldly  into  the  open  fields,  in  large  bands,  and  killed  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  game,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  attempt  made 
to  prevent  them.     Neither  have  any  prosecutions  been  instituted  in 
consequence  of  that  day's  proceedings,  though  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  identifying  many  of  those  who  sacrilegiously  indulged  in  these  privi- 
leged sports. 

The  truth  is,  the  attention  of  the  Aristocracy  has  been  taken  up  with 
much  more  serious  matters ;  and  being  well  aware  of  the  feeling  of  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  towards  them,  they  were  unwilling  to  exasperate 
the  peasantry  by  the  enforcement  of  the  Game  Laws.  Their  eagerness  to 
raise  corps  of  yeomanry  again,  made  them  even  occasionaUy  indulge 
their  tenantry  with  a  day's  shooting  in  their  preserves.  A  little  coaxing 
was  necessary.  Things  were  beginning  to  assume  an  inauspicious  as- 
pect. The  tenantry  no  longer  appeared  in  the  hunting  field,  to  swell 
the  cortege  of  their  lairds ;  and  shooting  was  given  up  from  the  feeling 
which  prevents  the  asking  or  receiving  of  a  favour  from  one  for  whom 
we  ,have  no  great  liking. — High  rents  and  low  prices  are  causing  a 
coolness  in  the  tenantry  towards  their  lairds,  which  it  is  thought 
inexpedient  to  increase  at  present  by  disputes  about  game.  To  the 
agitation  of  the  grand  question  of  Reform,  we  are  to  attribute  the 
change  lately  effected  in  the  Game  Laws  of  England.  Qualifications 
are  now  abolished :  every  man  with  a  license  is  entitled  to  shoot  where 
he  has  liberty,  whether  he  be  an  '^  Esquire"  or  not.  A  great  num- 
ber of  the  older  statutes  which  inflicted  severe  punishments  for  the 
slightest  offences,  have  been  repealed,  and  milder  punishments  sub- 
stituted ;  and  the  sale  of  game  has  been  made  lawful.  For  what  reason 
it  is  difficult  to  discover,  this  act  is  declared  not  to  extend  to  Scotland  ; 
and  we  are,  therefore,  liable  to  all  the  penalties,  not  only  of  the  old 
Scottish  statutes,  but  also  of  the  numerous  British  statutes  now  repealed 
in  England ;  for,  we  presume,  it  must  be  held,  that  the  clause  repealing 
these  statutes  does  not  extend  to  Scotland  any  more  than  the  other  parts 
of  the  act.  The  Scottish  law  requires  revision  as  much  as  the  English 
did.    If  one  inquires.  Who  is  a  qualified  person  in  Scotland  ?  he  is  told. 
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He  who  possesses  a  plougfagate  of  land  in  heritage ;  but  if  the  additional 
question  is  asked^  How  much  land  makes  a  ploughgate  ?  no  one  can  an^ 
swer  the  question  with  any. precision. 

.  We  hail  the  new  Game  Act  as  a  step  towards  the  abolition  of  the 
Game  Laws,  but  we  do  not  approve  of  the  principle  on  which  it  seems  to 
rest.  It  assumes,  that  the  landlord  is  the  proprietor  of  the  game  on  his 
lands,  and,  therefore,  he  is  authorized  to  take  it  from  the  persons  wha 
have  killed  it  without  his  leave.  If  this  provision  is  attempted  to  be 
enforced,  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  lead  to  deadly  conflicts.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  change  men's  opinions  of  the  nature  of  property  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  No  man  ever  considered  himself  guilty  of  theft,  by  killing  a 
partridge  on  his  neighbour'^s  property,  and  carrying  it  off.  It  is  difficult 
to  understand  the  kind  of  property  one  has  in  a  bird,  which  property  is 
transferred  to  another,  not  by  the  act  of  the  owner,  but  by  the  act  of  the 
property  ;  that  is,  by  the  bird  flying  over  the  hedge ;  and  which  bird  may 
belong  to  half  a  dozen  of  persons  in  a  single  day,  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  any  one  of  them  either  to  the  acquisition  or  transference 
of  the  property.  By  the  Scottish  common  law,  it  is  clear  that  the  killer 
of  the  game,  and  not  the  proprietor  of  the  land  where  it  is  killed,  is  the 
owner;  the  doctrine  of  the  English  common  law,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an 
amusing  specimen  of  the  subtlety  of  lawyers.  If  a  man  starts  game  on 
his  own  lands  and  kills  it  on  those  of  his  neighbour,  the  property  re- 
mains in  himself.  If  he  starts  it  on  another  man's  lands,  and  kills  it 
there,  it  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  land ;  but  if  he  start  game  on  one 
man's  lands,  and  pursue  it  to  those  of  another,  and  kill  it  there,  it  is 
neither  the  property  of  the  man  on  whose  lands  it  is  started,  nor  of  him 
on  whose  it  is  killed,  but  belongs  to  the  killer.  But  if  the  lands  on 
which  the  game  was  started  be  a  chase  or  free  warren,  the  property  is 
not  changed ;  for  which  distinction  the  reason  is  given,  that  the  property 
arises  from  privilege,  and  so  cannot  be  changed  by  the  act  of  a  stranger. 
The  reason  is,  no  doubt,  very  clear  and  satisfactory.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
property  in  game,  it  ought  to  belong  to  the  tenant,  and  not  to  the  land- 
lord. The  tenant  acquires,  by  his  lease,  a  right  to  the  whole  produce  of 
the  soil ;  and  as  the  game  consumes  this  produce,  it  ought  to  belong  to 
the  tenant.  But  the  destruction  of  grain  occasioned  by  the  game  is  not 
the  concern  of  the  farmer  alone.  In  Great  Britain  it  must  amount  to 
many  thousand  quarters  annually ;  and  in  the  rapidly  increasing  dependr 
ance  of  this  country  on  foreigners  for  grain,  it  is  an  object,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  to  diminish  the  enormous  quantity  of  game  which  exists 
in  many  parte  of  the  country. 

It  therefore  gives  us  much  satisfaction  to  observe,  that  the  tenantry 
of  Perthshire  have  set  the  example  of  petitioning  Parliament  to  be  em- 
powered to  kill  hares  and  pheasants  on  their  farms,  and  thus  protect 
their  crops  from  destruction.  Nothing  can  be  more  preposterous  than 
to  allow  a  landlord,  after  exacting  a  full  rent  for  his  farm,  to  consume 
the  crops  by  means  of  hares  or  pheasants,  which  are  exclusively  reserved 
for  his  own  enjoyment.  It  is  no  answer  that  the  tenant  may  demand 
compensation  for  the  damage  he  has  sustained ;  for  it  is,  in  all  cases, 
difficult,  and  generally  impossible,  to  prove  its  amount.  Besides,  it  is  a 
rule  of  law,  founded  on  the  most  obvious  principles  of  common  sense, 
that  one  is  not  bound  to  sustain  an  injury  and  take  compensation ;  for 
he  is  entitled,  if  he  has  the  means,  to  prevent  the  injury  being  inflicted. 
So  reasonable  a  request  as  that  of  the  Perthshire  tenantry,  cannot,  if 
duly  urged,  be  long  rejected  by  Parliament.    If  granted,  it  would  no^ 
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dettroy  field  sportt,  bnt  merely  put  an  end  to  the  butckeiiy  baUmc,  m 
vetult  in  which  every  true  sportsman  would  rejmce. 

We  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  may  expect  that  the 
Game  Laws  will  be  expunged  from  the  statute  books.  PubKc  feeling  is 
outraged  by  the  miseries  they  occasion,  when  compared  with  the  paltry 
object  attained.  Already  several  land  proprietors  in  England  have  de- 
stroyed their  preserves,  and  given  permission  to  their  tenantry  to  kill 
game ;  others  have  let  it  to  their  tenantry  at  a  rent  to  be  paid  either  by 
the  delivery  of  a  certain  quantity  of  game,  or  in  money,  reserving  to 
themselves  a  right  to  shoot,  but  not  to  carry  oiF  the  game  without  pay- 
ing  the  tenant  a  stipulated  price  per  head.  With  some  the  huBiaiie 
motive  has  operated,  of  removing  the  temptations  to  poaching  and  crime 
which  large  preserves  iifford  to  the  distressed  peasantry. 
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It  is  rare  indeed  that  we  can  speak  of  either  the  wisdom  or  the  sue- 
eess  of  anything  undertaken  by  the  Whig  Ministers  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  notice  one  proceeding  of  theirs,  which 
has  been  distinguished  by  both  wisdom  and  success.  Our  neighbours, 
the  Ftench,  with  all  their  general  intelligence,  have  always  been  sadly 
Ignorant  of  political  economy,  and  as  conceited  as  they  were  igno- 
rant.  No  country  ever  so  abounded  with  prohibitions,  restrictions,  and 
high  customJbouse  duties  on  foreign  articles,  for  the  protection  of  natire 
Industry.  Indeed,  French  industry  was  so  well  protected,  that  it  was 
almost  destroyed.  It  was  like  a  child,  so  abundantly  swathed  with 
warm  flannel,  as  to  be  in  danger  of  suffocation.  Every  branch  of  trade 
l^ad  its  protection ;  that  is,  its  power  of  making  the  other  trades  pay 
ifaore  than  the  natural  price  of  the  article.  To  see  that  this  was  in 
reality  a  system  of  mutual  pillage,  rather  than  mutual  protection,  a 
mere  feeding  out  of  each  other's  dish,  instead  of  their  own,  necessarily 
accompanied  with  grievous  waste, — was  an  effort  beyond  French  clear, 
sightedness  in  matters  economic.  The  system  produced  its  natural  re- 
sults ;  but  no  man  ascribed  the  disastrous  state  of  trade  to  the  system. 
Nor  were  the  French  alone  in  their  blindness.  We  Britons  can  only 
boast  of  seeing  the  error  of  our  own  ways  and  of  theirs  a  little  sooner 
than  they.  After  the  war  of  Armies  terminated,  a  war  of  Revenue  Offi. 
eers  succeeded  to  it ;  custom-houses  took  the  place  of  castles,  and  ships 
of  war  gave  way  to  revenue-cutters.  Along  our  coast,  a  strong  forcej 
under  the  denomination  of  the  preventive  service,  still  keeps  as  vigilant 
a  watch  to  protect  us  from  an  invasion  of  French  wines  and  brandy,  as 
ever  was  maintained  to  prevent  the  landing  of  French  flat-bottomed 
boats.  But  our  Government  has  been  the  first  to  see  the  folly  of  this 
course,  which  is  one  item  in  the  account  of  their  merit.  Seeing  the 
evil,  they  resolved  to  endeavour  to  get  it  cured ;  which  is  item  second, 
in  the  same  account.  (We  are  anxious  to  make  the  most  of  any  good 
they  do.)  Seeing  the  evil,  and  resolving  to  attempt  its  cure,  they 
hit  upon  the  very  best  means  of  effecting  their  purpose:  item  No.  III. 
fleeing  the  evil,  resolving  to  attempt  its  cure,  and  choosing  the  best 
ineans  of  effecting  their  purpose.  Ministers  selected  the  man,  of  all 
^(^ers,  most  adapted  to  secure  the  success  of  their  scheme  ;  item  fourth^ 
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And  here  the  merit  (which  has  not  heen  small)  of  bis  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters in  this  matter  ends^  and  Dr.  Bowring's  begins. 

For  above  a  year^  Dr.  Bowring  and  an  associate  (Mr.  Villiers)  have 
been  engaged  in  the  taslc  of  convincing  the  French  nation  of  the  impo. 
licy  of  the  restrictions  on  their  trade  with  this  country.  The  result  has 
been  most  satisHeictory.  We  copy  from  the  Examiner,  a  paper  distin- 
^oished  for  its  accurate  knowledge  of  French  affairs. 

**  Dr.  Bowring  has  lately  visited  the  principal  markets  and  ports  of 
France^  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  wants  and  opinions  of  the 
g^eat  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  agricultural  interests  of  France  ; 
and,  to  judge  from  the  universal  expression  of  the  departmental  news- 
papers, the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions,  and  prohibitions  in  France 
would  be  welcomed  by  the  community  at  large.  At  Bourdeaux,  La 
RocheUe^  Nantes,  throughout  Britanny  and  Normandy,  the  newspapers 
of  aU  parties  concur  in  the  declaration,  that  the  experiments  of  the  pro- 
hibitionists have  failed,  and  that  the  popular  interests  demand  liberty  of 
commerce  as  the  groundwork  of  future  legislation.  There  is  no  country  in 
the  world  where  truth  penetrates  so  easily,  and  travels  so  rapidly,  as  in 
France.  A  sound  philosophy,  once  introduced,  finds  a  thousand  allies  in 
the  imaginativeness  and  enthusiasm  of  the  French  people.  The  senti- 
ments of  the  country  press  have  been  responded  to  with  great  ability  by 
the  newspapers  of  the  CapitaL  We  have  seen  articles  in  the  Can^titiu 
iionnel,  Courrier,  National,  Journal  du  Commerce,  Moniteur  de  Commerce. 
Son  Sent,  and  other  Parisian  newspapers,  full  of  benevolence  and  of 
wisdom.  They  concur  in  the  declaration  that  the  times  of  jealousy,  and 
strife,  and  hatred,  are  passing  away ;  that  the  interests  of  free  nations 
ave  eveiywhere  the  same ;  that  the  best  and  the  strongest  alliance  is 
the  alliance  which  is  reared  on  mutual  benefits.  They  anticipate,  with 
eloquent  delight,  a  union  with  England,  founded  on  a  common  prosperity. 
8udi  anticipations  we  meet  with  cordial  gratulations."  In  these  gratu- 
lations  we  fervently  join. 

When  such  is  the  good  effect  of  one  mission  of  this  sort,  there  should 
be  more  of  such  missions.  Why  not  keep  Dr.  Bowring  employed  constantly 
in  this  way  ?  We  will  venture  to  say  that  few  men  have  been  the  means 
of  doing  as  much  good  in  their  whole  life  as  he  has  accomplished  in  the 
eourse  of  little  more  than  a  year.  There  is  employment  in  the  dissemi- 
nation of  economical  truth,  for  many  Dr.  Bowrings,  if  we  had  them.  Not 
a  few  might  advantageously  be  employed  at  home.  Although  the  light  of 
economical  science  has  broken  in  upon  this  country,  how  many  dark 
places  yet  ranain  !  Even  among  the  conductors  of  the  public  press,  how 
many  do  we  yet  find  raving  against  Free  Trade  as  the  cause  of  all  the 
distress  of  the  country  I  Part  of  the  fudge  written  against  free  trade  is 
no  doubt  so  much  lying  doctrine,  paid  for  in  some  shape  or  other  by  the 
monopolists  whose  interests  are  defended  ;  but  more  of  it  proceeds  from 
sheer  ignorance,  united  to  presumption.  A  few  conversations  with  such 
a  man  as  Dr.  Bowring,  from  whom  it  is  no  humiliation  to  take  a  lesson, 
and  whose  kindly  disposition,  frank  courteousness  of  manner,  and  ar- 
dent enthusiasm  for  the  good  of  mankind,  make  even  kings  listen  to 
Radical  doctrines  without  offence — ^would  soon  convince  the  honest  por- 
tion of  our  editors  of  their  ignorance,  destroy  their  conceit,  and  open 
their  minds  to  the  truth.  Some  part  of  Dr.  Bowring's  enthusiasm  and 
benevolence  could  not  fail  to  be  communicated  along  with  his  knowledge. 
Then,  while  laying  siege  to  the  prejudices  of  editors  in  private,  D|:. 
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Bowring  might  give  &  short  course  of  lectures  on  the  principles  of  econo^ 
mic  science^  to  the  public  of  our  great  commercial  towns. 

Nothing  would  tend  more  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  than  lectures 
on  Politics  and  Political  Economy,  by  men  of  eloquence  and  mastery 
over  these  subjects.  During  the  approaching  Parliamentary  recess,  we 
wish  that  several  of  our  popular  members  of  Parliament  would  make  their 
rounds  among  the  principal  towns,  and  promulgate  those  truths  among  the 
people  that  have  fallen  upon  ears  open  only  to  prejudice  or  self-interest 
in  St.  Stephen's.  Mr.  Cobbett^  Mr.  Buckingham,*  and  other  members 
who  have  been  far  too  seldom  heard  in  the  House,  might  thus  employ  some 
months,  to  their  own  advantage,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  public.  And  we 
have  no  wish  that  this  mode  of  communicating  public  instruction  should 
be  confined  to  teachers  of  Radical  doctrines.  If  our  Tory  orators  think 
they  can  find  fit  audiences  among  the  people  of  England,  Scotland, 
or  Ireland,  for  discourses  on  the  Divine  right  of  Kings,  passive  obedience 
to  the  powers  that  be,  the  advantages  of  monopolies,  of  a  national  church, 
o£  tithes,  of  taxes  on  industry,  of  negro  slavery,  &c.  by  all  means  let 
them  not  hide  their  candle  under  a  bushel,  but  promulgate  these  doc 
trines  with  all  their  might,  for  the  good  of  mankind  and  their  own  glory. 
Nor  be  our  good  friends,  the  Whigs,  silent,  as  those  who  cannot  render  a 
reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in  them.  Their  lectures  would  at  least  be 
excellent  exercises  of  the  understanding ;  inasmuch  as  the  general  principles 
of  the  Radicals  would  require  to  be  reconciled  by  them  with  the  practice 
of  the  Tories,  if  their  own  theories  and  practice  are  to  have  any  consis. 
tency.  As  in  the  recent  case  of  Messrs.  Borthwick  and  Thompson,  the 
champions  of  negro  slavery  and  liberty,  who  lectured  in  the  same  towns, 
and  occasionally  did  battle  for  their  respective  causes  in  presence  of  large 
assemblies  of  interested  auditors, — a  Tory,  a  Whig,  and  a  Radical,  might 
travel  together  in  the  same  sort  of  harmonious  fellowship,  as  the  *'  woiu 
derful  hanimals"  in  one  of  Wombwell's  menagerie  waggons ;  and  make  a 
tour  of  the  principal  towns.  Many  of  those  who  came  for  amusement 
would  go  away  convinced  or  confirmed  by  one  or  other  of  the  orators. 
The  lecture  would  be  repeated  to  the  wife  and  children  at  home,  and  te 
all  visiters  for  the  next  three  or  four  weeks ;  so  that  as  sure  as  the  truth 
is  elicited  by  conflicting  doctrines,  the  truth  of  Toryism,  Whiggism,  or 
Radicalism,  in  whichever  of  these  isms  truth  may  be  found,  would  take 

*  A  correspondent  points  out  what  he  conjiiden  an  inaccuracy  in  the  Dlaiy  of  an 
M.P.,  No.  I.  in  our  Number  for  July.  Our  M.P.  says : — ''  Poor  Mr.  Buckingham, 
too^  has  been  silenced.**  Since  the  clamour  raised  against  Mr.  Buckingham,  in  the 
debate  on  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill,  (a  clamour  which  has  since  been  repeated  against 
every  member  who  rose,  as  Mr.  B.  then  did,  at  a  late  hour— near  twdve  o'clock,) 
Mr.  B.  has  been  heard,  our  correspondent  tells  us,  at  least  half  a  dozen  times,  at  some 
length,  and  without  the  least  interruption.  We  are  aware  of  this ;  and  that  although 
very  slender  reports  of  these  speeches  of  Mr.  Buckingham  are  to  be  found  in  the 
daily  papers,  full  and  accurate  reports  of  them  may  be  read  in  the  Mirror  of  Parlla* 
ment,  and  in  Mr.  Buckingham*s  own  useful  and  very  clever  Parliamentary  Review. 
But,  this  notwithstanding,  we  concur  with  our  *M.P.*s  Diary,  in  regarding  Ma 
Buckingham  as  having  been  silenced ;  for,  unless  we  greatly  mistake  both  Mr.  B*s 
qualifications  and  inclinations,  he  would,  in  the  course  of  so  long  a  session,  where  so 
many  stirring  topics  hare  been  introduced  with  which  he  is  familiar,  have  spoken, 
and  spoken  well,  not  Hjf  timet  at  torM  length,  but  aixijf  times  at  preat  length ;  and 
instead  of  meeting  with  not  the  least  interruption,  been  honoured  with  a  nmning 
accompaniment  of  Oh  I  Ohs!  Stc.;  frequently  exalted  into  a  storm  of  howling^ 
hooting,  crowing,  groaning,  growling,  grunting,  and  other  sounds  not  to  be  matched 
out  of  a  menagerie.  With  such  music,  every  member  of  the  House,  who  has  courage 
to  speak  the  truths  of  Radicalism,  and  perseverance  to  sustain  the  wrath  of  those  who 
hate  the  truth  as  they  hate  the  devil,  is  sure  to  be  treated* 
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root^  spread  its  branches^  and  scatter  its  seed  over  all  the  land.  Other 
benefits  would  arise  from  this  peripatetic  mode  of  teaching.  The  teachers 
themselves  would  learn  something  which  it  much  imports  them  and 
their  parties  to  know.  During  the  application  of  the  torture^  a  surgeon 
stood  by,  with  his  hand  upon  the  patient's  pulse^  to  see  that  the  rack 
should  not  strain  the  miserable  wretch  beyond  the  farthest  point  to 
which  human  suffering  can  go  without  producing  death  :  in  like  manner 
it  would  be  well  if  our  rulers  would  cause  a  careful  watch  to  be  kept 
over  the  effects  of  their  instruments  of  taxation,  that  the  inflictions  may 
not  exceed  the  strength  of  the  racked  sufferers.  Even  when  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  people  is  the  object  of  legislation,  and  not  a  farther 
application  of  the  taxing  engines,  it  is  wise  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  effects 
of  state  medicines  administered  with  kindly  interest.  In  administering 
medicine,  no  less  than  in  infiicting  the  rack,  it  is  necessary  to  watch  the 
indications  afforded  by  the  looks  and  pulse  of  the  patient.  The  part  of 
State  physician  might  be  enacted  by  the  peripatetic  lecturers ;  who  might 
report,  when  the  people  had  as  much  taxation  or  protection  as  they 
could  bear.  Of  State  medicines,  as  of  State  torture,  there  has  been 
always  more  than  enough.  It  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  protections  and 
monopolies,  or  taxes,  have  been  more  injurious  to  the  people. 
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June  18.  Symptoms  of  yielding  on  the  part  of  Ministers.  Their  un- 
derlings, who  some  days  since  spoke  boldly  of  excluding  the  Bishops 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  begin  to  talk  of  the  dangers  of  collision.  It  is 
said  that  Lord  Fortescue^  Lord  Ebrington's  father,  has  declared  against 
the  Irish  Church  Bill ;  which  signifies,  if  I  read  the  times  aright,  that 
the  Ministers  themselves  feel  as  their  opponents  do,  on  thisi  matter. 

Business  goes  on  a  little.  All  improvement  of  the  Reform  Bill  refus- 
^.  CoL  Evans  brought  forward  his  motion  on  this  matter  just  at  dinner 
time.  Hardly  any  one  present.  Hehimself  made  a  very  lukewarm  speech 
in  favour  of  his  plan,  I  do  not  quite  understand  the  gaUant  member  ; 
for  an  out«and.out  Radical,  he  appears  over  timid,  hesitating,  and  waver- 
ing. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  day  of  real  struggle  comes,  there  will 
be  no  shrinking :  the  Westminster  electors,  I  trust,  will  not  again  be 
deceived. 

No  relief  as  to  the  Corn  Laws.  Mr.  Fryer's  speech  was  a  singular 
exhibition.  Such  eloquence,  I  suspect,  is  irresistible,  when  employed 
upon  the  people.  Here  it  creates  amusement.  He  and  Sir  Wm.  Ingilby 
ve  certainly  unique  orators  in  their  several  styles. 

So  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  wants  to  try  his  hand  at  legislation  for  the  Scots ! 
HaviDg  failed  egregiously  in  his  noted  experiment  for  improving  English 
manners  on  the  Sunday,  he  is  about  to  exhibit  his  wonderful  powers  in 
regulating  the  behaviour  of  his  countrymen.  Good  luck  to  him,  and  to 
them.  The  best  thing  that  I  can  wish  for  the  wretched  subjects  of  hi9 
visitation  is,  that  a  spark  of  the  pure  light  of  common  sense  would  light 
upon  the  unfortunate  legislator's  brain,  and  induce  him  to  give  up  the 
vocation  on  which  he  has  entered  so  rashly. 
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Rather  ominous^  my  Lord  Althorp.  Stickling  for  the  Bishops.  Mr. 
Pryme  suggested  a  mode  of  getting  the  reverend  fathers  in  God  out  of 
the  Lords'  House.  Whereupon  up  rises  the  sapient  Minister^  and  blunders 
out  a  rhapsody  about  the  advantages  derived  by  the  country  from  these 
Spiritual  Peers.  All  this  looks  ill.  We  shall  have  a  woful  backsliding. 
The  TimeSf  too^  less  noisy.  The  poor  degraded  Chronicle  talking  about 
the  dangers  of  collision ! 

June  19. — The  rumour  grows  strong.  The  Ministers  are  going  to 
break  faith  with  the  people.  What  a  triumph  this  will  be  for  O'Connell ! 

Registry  Bill  thrown  out  by  the  landlords ;  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
attorneys.  The  landlords  fear  to  show  the  situation  of  their  estates — ^to 
let  the  world  know  that  they  are  overwhelmed  with  debt ;  and  the  at- 
torneys fear  to  lose  their  business.  Thus^  between  these  worthies,  no 
man  can  get  a  title  worth  having. 

Every  thing  put  off  in  order  that  we  may  get  on  with  the  Church  Bill. 
This  haste,  on  the  part  of  the  hitherto  tardy  Ministry,  looks  ill.  The  147th 
clause  will,  however,  let  us  into  the  secret. 

June  20. — Lord  Althorp  said  to  be  ill — and  therefore  no  House.  Now 
the  curious  part  of  this  matter  is,  that  last  night  I  heard  that  the  Ministers 
would  not  have  a  House  to-day ;  but  then  there  was  no  whisper  of  Lord 
Althorp's  gout,  but  only  a  determination  expressed  of  Burking  ('twas 
the  very  phrase  used)  a  disagreeable  motion  to  be  brought  on  by  Mr. 
Buller.  There  must,  however,  have  been[something  more ;  for  Mr.  BuUer, 
after  vehemently  protesting  that  he  would  not  postpone  his  motion,  not- 
withstanding the  pressing  solicitations  of  the  Ministry  through  their 
whipper-in,  Charles  Wood,  did,  nevertheless,  put  it  off ;  and  this  not- 
withstanding the  House  is  not  made. 

This  is  a  part  of  the  business  of  which  the  ignorant  public  out  of  doors 
knows  nothing.  The  whole  matter,  however,  is  carefully  got  up,  and  u 
an  interesting  piece  of  farce  to  those  who  can  laugh  at  such  serious 
matters.  The  word  is  given  that  the  Ministers  do  not  want  the  House 
to  sit,  and  the  cry  is.  Do  not  make  a  House,  t .  e.  let  not  forty  members 
be  present ;  so  that  if  any  body  should  require  the  House  to  be  counted, 
an  adjournment  takes  place  of  course.  The  lobby,  consequently,  is 
crammed  full  of  members,  who,  being  properly  drilled,  await  the  issue 
at  the  door  of  the  House.  About,  around,  in  and  out  of  the  House,  at 
every  avenue,  flies  the  whipper-in :  after  the  figure  of  the  sailors,  he  is 
as  busy  as  the  devil  in  a  gale  of  wind.  He  is  an  active  sprite,  this  same 
Charles  Wood,  and  bears  the  drudgery  of  his  office  with  a  laughing  vis- 
age. He  whispers  with  this  man,  takes  another  familiarly  by  the  button, 
and  administers  to  each  such  a  dose,  as  effectually  obtains  the  object  his 
masters  ordered  him  to  obtain.  In  the  present  case,  the  matter  of  putting 
off  the  House  was  managed  with  much  skill ;  and  the  press  readily  hid 
the  intrigue.  Instead  of  any  one  counting  the  House,  the  Speaker  (the 
best  actor  in  the  Empire)  gravely  called  over  the  names  of  the  members 
who  had  given  notice  of  motions  for  the  day.  They  being  all  absent,  or, 
if  present,  not  choosing  to  bring  on  the  subject  of  their  motion  in  a  House 
consisting  of  not  twenty  members,  deferred  their  notices;  he  (the  Speak- 
er) then  as  gravely  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day ;  a  host  of  bills  were 
read  a  second  time,  and  then  the  business  of  the  day  being  done,  it  is 
quietly  announced  in  the  papers  that  the  House  adjourned  at  six 
o'clock.  And  the  simple  public  see  nothing  in  this.  They  do  not  see, 
that  for  some  ministerial  purpose,  some  intrigue,  a  whole  day  is  lost  for 
public  business.    For  example,  on  the  night  before,  the  most  important 
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questions  had  been  put  off^  because  Ministers  wished  the  Church  Bill  to 
proceed.  Four-and-twenty  orders  of  the  day^  including  all  sorts  of  bills, 
were  put  aside^  and  the  Church  Bill  was  proceeded  in.  To-day^  in  spite 
of  all  this  haste^  nothing  is  done.  These  orders  of  the  day  of  yesterday, 
are  not  brought  on  to-day;  and  although  the  Lord  Advocate  made  a 
pompous  declaration  of  the  unwillingness  with  which  he  put  off  his  bill 
relating  to  the  Scottish  burghs,  and  ought  to  have  known  of  the  intended 
putting  off  of  the  House  this  evenings  he  made  no  attempt  to  bring  on 
his  measure  this  day.  Had  the  Ministers  cared  about  the  public  inter^i. 
ests,  they  would  have  so  ordered  that  the  day  should  have  been  made 
available  to  public  business :  but  no,  something  is  brewing,  and  so  the 
public  interests  go  to  the  wall. 

June  21.  The  murder  is  out,  and  the  Ministers  are  for  ever  ruined  in 
the  public  estimation.  It  is  not  that  they  have, peculiar  leanings;  it  is 
not  that  they  are  not  a  liberal  Ministry :  but  it  is  now  proved,  that,  as 
men  and  gentlemen,  they  are  unworthy  of  trust.  Their  pledged  word, 
tlieir  plighted  faith,  has  been  broken,  and  they  stand  before  the  world 
recreant  and  dishonoured.  I  would  not^  for  twenty  times  their  power  or 
profit,  have  to  sustain  the  absolutely  blighting  taunts  with  which  they 
will  now  be  assailed. 

There  was  great  buzz,  and  much  unpleasant  feelings  amongst  members 
during  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  It  was  confidently  stated  that  the 
Ministers  had  determined  to  give  up  the  integrity  of  the  biU,  and  erase 
the  clause  respecting  the  appropriation  of  church  property.  Such  libe- 
ral members  as  have  supported  these  men  from  the  beginning  feel  that 
they  themselves  are  now  being  dishonoured  by  this  support ;  and  many 
were  the  asseverations  1  heard,  from  men  of  this  class,  of  the  uttdr  im« 
possibility  of  going  the  length  now  proposed.  ''  While  there  was  any 
chance  of  their  going  right,  I  supported  them,"  said  a  straight-for* 
ward,  plain-speaking  sailor  to  me ;  '^  but  I  can't  stand  this.  If  they 
break  their  word,  so  solemnly  given,  they  shall  not  have  my  countenance 
or  support."  The  House  not  very  fiJl : — go  into  committee,  and  matters 
proceed  quietly,  until  the  reading  of  the  1 47th  clause,  when  Stanley  (for, 
be  it  observed.  Lord  Althorp  continues  ill  of  the  gout)  gets  up,  and  with 
much  calmness  and  complacency,  much  talking  of  the  great  advantages 
of  concord,  and  of  the  evils  of  coUision,  much  emphatic  appeal  to  the 
motives  usually  successfully  appealed  to  by  hiin, — ^proposes  to  leave  out* 
the  whole  clause.  I  remarked  that  the  House  appeared  seriously  hurt«' 
He  could  not  get  a  single  cheer.  His  usual  commonplaces  were 
no  longer  successful ;  and  at  length  he  felt  that  this  hitherto  obse- 
quious House  was  no  longer  at  his  command — that  is,  he  could  no  longer 
get  their  sjrmpathies  with  him.  Their  votes  many  will  give ;  but  there 
is  not  a  gentleman  in  the  House  but  blushes  for  Ministers,  and  laments 
that  he  is  obliged  to  support  their  now  dishonoured  power.  The  usually 
bold  Mr.  Stanley — bold  against  the  people  without — shrinks  under  the 
fierce  cheers  of  his  opponents.  The  cries  of  the  Opposition  were  con- 
tinuous and  triumphant.  Their  scornful  laughs  made  him  tremble  with 
rage  and  shame.  But  not  having  the  moral  support,  even  of  his  own 
voters,  he  dares  not  hazard  any  of  his  usual  flippancy,  petulance,  and 
scornful  upbraidings.  He  cowers  under  their  well-deserved  contumely, 
and  is  more  than  usually  pale  and  ghastly.  His  proposal  was  met  with 
undisguised  scorn,  and  shouts  of  bitter  and  contemptuous  laughter; 
and  I  never  shall  forget  the  burst  which  followed  O'Connell's  opening 
xema''^#  which  came  from  him  with  all  that  air  of  truth  and  burning 
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indignatioD^  which  he  so  well  knows  how  to  throw  into  his  statements. 
'*  No,  Sir^"  he  said,  *'  I  am  not  disappointed.  I  am  not  surprised  by 
the  declaration  of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman.  I  expected  that 
they  would  break  their  promise,  and  they  have  done  so."  The  shouts 
of  approval  rang  over  the  Opposition  benches ;  and  many  a  voice  on  the 
Ministerial  side  raised  a  loud  and  bitter  cry.  The  Tories  were  indeed 
silent ;  but  their  silence  was  one  of  deep  joy.  As  Colonel  Da  vies  some- 
what pithily  remarked,  "  They  had  their  enemies  in  the  mire,  and  had 
their  feet  upon  their  necks." 

By  the  by,  I  wish  Colonel  Davies,  and  others  like  him,  would  leave 
off  talking  nonsense  about  the  return  of  the  Tories  to  power.  They 
speak  as  if  there  were  no  alternative  for  the  people  but  Whig  or  Tory. 
There  is  yet  one  more,  viz.,  an  independent,  or,  let  us  use  the  strong 
word,  a  radical  party.  These  last  are  far  more  in  accordance  with  the 
popular  opinion  than  either  Whig  or  Tory ;  and  let  their  enemies  say 
what  they  will,  the  Radicals  must  be  in  power  before  three  years  are  passed, 
unless  indeed  the  Duke  of  Wellington  should  really  come  into  office, 
d  pas  de  charge,  and  bayonet  the  people  into  silence.  ^Vhat !  the  horrid, 
the  vulgar,  the  destructive  RadicjEils  in  office,  in  this  civilized,  enlight- 
ened, polished,  aristocratic  country?  Even  so,  good  people.  What 
think  you,  for  example,  of  the  wild,  headlong,  destructive  propensities 
of  that  furious  demagogue,  the  member  for  London,  Mr.  Grote,  acting 
as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ? 

What,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  peaceful,  would  be  the  result  ?  Why, 
the  result  would  be,  that,  for  once,  we  should  see  an  honest  man  in 
power,  having  a  heart  that  feels,  and  a  head  that  really  understands. 
For  the  first  time,  since  the  days  of  Turgot,  we  should  see  a  philosopher 
conducting  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation.  Instead  of  the  painful  exhi- 
bitions of  ignorance,  vacillation,  and  imbecility,  daily  and  nightly  of- 
fered  by  Lord  Althorp,  we  should  have  the  masterly  and  steady  views 
of  a  far-sighted  and  laborious  philosopher ;  we  should  have  honest  means 
to  honest  ends;  objects  proposed  that  ought  to  be  desired,  and  plans 
suggested  for  their  attainment  sanctioned  by  reason,  knowledge,  and 
experience.  It  is  the  fashion  to  cry  down  Radicalism  ;  that  is,  the  class 
which  sets  the  fashion,  viz.,  the  aristocratic  class,  think  fit  to  hold  Radi- 
calism in  especial  hatred, — and  they  are  wise  in  their  generation  :  they 
feel  acutely  from  whence  the  danger  is  coming.  The  steady  persevering 
of  the  Radical  party  has  already  done  wonders.  Their  once  small  body  is 
now  spread  over  the  kingdom.  Possessing,  as  they  do,  talent,  industry, 
and  unblemished  reputations,  the  ''  educated  Radicals"  will  be  the 
people's  choice.    But  to  return  to  my  history. 

The  House  of  Commons  seemed  transformed,  as  if  by  magic,  from  a 
servile,  acquiescent  herd ;  they  appeared  at  once  to  have  become  inde- 
pendent, patriotic,  honest.  The  Ministerial  influence  was  annihilated ; 
and,  sure  am  I,  whatever  may  be  the  majorities  obtained  by  them  after 
this  memorable  debate,  their  power,  their  real  influence  over  men*s 
minds,  the  strange,  but  hitherto  powerful  prestige  which  attended  them, 
is  gone  for  ever. 

Again  Mr.  Lisborne  made  a  clever  attack  on  his  friends  on  the  Trea- 
sury Bench.  But,  lo  and  behold,  Mr.  Macauley,  labouring  against  the 
feeling  of  the  House  !  trying  his  hand  at  an  extempore  effusion !  Nothing 
more  marked  the  temper  of  the  House  than  the  result.  It  had  hitherto 
been  the  fashion  to  admire  the  schoolboy  rhetoric  of  this  gentleman's 
displays.    At  stated  periods,  he  was  accustomed  to  come  down  upon  ut 
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with  a  florid  ezerciae,  properly  and  carefully  got  by  rote.  The  harangue 
was  usually  a  patchwork  discourse  on  the  most  salient  of  the  common- 
plaees  afforded  by  his  subject.  A  little  dash  of  superficial  history;  a 
straining  to  evince  a  wide  acquaintance  with  literature ;  a  glittering, 
tawdry,  tinsel  display  of  fine  language,  and  a  woful  poverty  of  original, 
or  even  correct  thought,  were  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  his 
laboured  attempts.  There  was  no  mastery  of  the  matter  in  hand ;  he 
spoke  about  the  subject,  but  knew  not  how  to  expound  it.  His  aim 
never  appeared  to  be,  to  cut  at  the  bottom  of  the  question,  but  merely 
to  compose  a  sparkling  oration  tijDon  it, — an  oration  which  made  the  fools 
exclaim,  ''  What  a  fine  speech !"  but  which  gave  no  man  a  new  idea, 
induced  no  one  to  doubt,  much  less  to  change  a  preconceived  opinion. 
The  fools,  however,  are  right  in  their  description ;  he  really  does  make 
fine^  speeches.  ''  Fine  feathers  make  fine  birds,"  says  the  old  adage ;  so 
fine  words  make  a  fine  speech.  0is  attempts  always  recall  to  my  recol- 
lection the  description  of  Blackstone,  as  given  by  Professor  Austin : — 

'*  He  owed  the  popularity  of  his  book  (for  hook  read  speech)  to  a 
paltry  but  effectual  artifice,  and  to  a  poor  and  superficial  merit.     He 
trackled  to  the  sinister  interests,  and  to  the  mischievous  prejudices  of 
power ;  and  he  flattered  the  overweening  conceit  of  their  national  and 
peculiar  institutions,  which  then  was  devoutly  entertained  by  the  body 
of  the  English  people,  though  now  it  is  happily  vanishing  before  the 
advancement  of  reason.   And  to  this  paltry  but  effectual  artifice  he  added 
the  seductions  of  a  style  which  is  fitted  to  tickle  the  ear,  though  it  never 
or  rarely  satisfies  a  severe  and  masculine  taste.     For  that  ornate  and 
prattling  manner  of  his  is  not  the  manner  which  suited  the  matter  in 
hand.     It  is  not  the  manner  of  those  classical  Roman  jurists,  (say  Greek 
orators,)  who  are  always  models  of  expression,  though  their  meaning  be 
never  so  faulty.     It  differs  from  their  unaffected,  yet  apt  and  nervous 
style,  as  the  tawdry  and  flimsy  dress  of  a  milliner's  doU  from  the  grace- 
ful and  imposing  nakedness  of  a  Grecian  statue." 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  JVfacauley  was  placed  in  the  proper  position  to  try 
an  orator — I  mean  an  orator,  in  the  genuine  sense  of  the  term  ;  he  had  to 
speak  with  his  audience  against  him :  and  the  result  was,  a  miserable 
failure.  The  grand  speech-maker  was  actually  laughed  down.  He  had 
not  courage  to  stand  up  ten  minutes  against  an  unfavourable  audience. 
That  which  O'Connell  daily,  nay,  hourly  braves,  ay,  and  conquers,  drove 
him  in  a  few  moments  into  silence ;  which  silence,  I  suspect,  he  will  care- 
fully preserve,  till  some  future  capital  occasion  shall  offer,  for  a  grand 
school-boy  exhibition ;  whereupon  he  will  blaze  for  an  hour,  and  the  fools 
will  again  exclaim,  "  What  a  fine  speech  !"  Friends  will  congratulate 
him  in  the  set  phrase ;  perchance  he  may  publish  the  efiiision  in  a  pamph- 
let—^thereby  evincing  a  marvellously  small  portion  of  worldly  wisdom  : 
for  his  speech  being  put  into  that  form,  men  wiU  see  its  poverty,  and 
wonder  at  the*  applause  it  obtained. 

In  striking  contrast  to  this  dismal  catastrophe  of  poor  Mr.  Macauley, 
was  the  short,  pithy,  simple,  straightforward  speech  of  Mr.  Grote.  With- 
out passion  or  bluster,  he  put  the  question  upon  its  true  ground ;  and 
wound  np  with  some  advice  to  our  wretched  and  wavering  Ministry ; 
which,  though  nothing  more  than  the  suggestions  of  an  honest  and  in- 
structed statesman,  from  that  very  cause,  appeared  the  most  stinging  and 
bitter  sarcasm.  A  more  deadly  home-thrust  was  never  given.  There 
was  so  much  of  true  dignity  in  what  he  said,  and  its  effect  on  the  House 
was  so  marked,  that  the  usual  scofiing  and  sneering  of  right  honourable 
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gentlemen  deserted  them.  They  were  evidently  rery  wretched^  and  be^ 
came  suddenly  very  civil.  Cowed  and  crestfallen^  little  Lord  John  ven- 
tured his  pompous  inanities  in  a  quiet  tone  of  civility^  Infallibility  was 
no  longer  the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Stanley's  passionate  appeals,  my  Lord 
John's  supercilious  emptiness^  Mn  Macauley's  rhetoric  llouridies,  were 
all  bitter  failures  ;*  so  they  fell  back  on  their  expected  minority,  to  the 
attainment  of  which  no  labour  had  been  spared.  Poor  Charles  Wood  was 
worked  off  his  legs  ;  he  brought  his  men  in^  however,  in  shoals ;  and  he 
seemed  to  have  been  in  strange  places,  to  find  grave  legislators- 
men  intending  to  vote  on  matters  relating  to  church  and  state»  The 
Queen  gave  a  grand  ball  that  evening ;  and  away  to  her  Majesty's  balk 
room  hied  Mr.  Wood,  and  from  thence  he  called  some  score  of  gay  and 
gallant  dancers  to  the  less  .amusing  business  of  legislating.  The  House 
was  actually  blazing  with  officers  in  full-dress  uniform ;  and  amongst  the 
many  quiet  persons  transformed  into  ^rce-looking  fellows,  I  could  not 
help  laughing  at  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  who  quite  startled  me  with  his 
monstrously  martial  appearance.  The  little  round-about,  stumpy  coun. 
try  squire  was  covered  with  fine  lace  and  bright  clothes,  until  he  looked 
as  formidable  as  Major  Sturgeon,  of  whose  marching  and  countermarch*, 
ing  I  was  irresistibly  reminded.  Poor  little  man !  what  could  have  induced 
him  to  hazard  such  a  caricature  ?  There  were  Court  dresses,  too,  swords 
and  all ;  and  there  were  naval  as  well  as  military  heroes ;  and,  mark  it, 
ye  good  people,  acting  as  electors!  of  all  those  fine-looking  persons  dressed 
in  your  livery,  and  living  by  your  money,  and  ready  at  any  time,  at  the 
word  of  command,  to  ride  over  you,  and  trample  you  into  the  dust  like 
straw,  of  all  then  present — and  there  must  have  been  above  twenty  thus 
bedizened— only  one  voted  for  the  people !  What  freak  induced  Lord 
Charles  Russell  to  be  thus  popular,  1  cannot  understand.  So  it  was, 
however.  He  actually,  though  brought  from  the  Queen's  ball,  and  evi*. 
dently  about  to  return  there,  voted  for  the  people*  But  the  whipper-in, 
well  knew  what  opinions  rested  beneath  red  coats ;  so  he  brought  a  shoal 
of  them  to  vote  away  the  Ministers'  honour,  and  the  people's  welfare. 

Dr.  Lushington  is  clearly  uneasy  in  his  present  position.  He  made 
one  false  step ;  and  in  order  to  repair  it,  he  seems  determined  to  hasard 
anything.  The  learned  civilian  either  himself  is  blessed  with  an  e£« 
ceedingly  short  memory,  or  fancies  that  his  hearers  have  that  lucky 
failing.  On  the  well-remembered  debate  respecting  the  assessed  taxes, 
I  myself  heard  him  solemnly  give  his  reasons  for  voting  in  opposition  to 
the  promise  he  had  made  to  his  constituents*  Of  this  fact  I  am  so  as* 
sured,  that  I  would  risk  my  life  on  the  correctness  of  my  statement.  I 
would  this  day  take  an  oath  in  a  court  of  justice,  that  he  declared  he 
was  going  to  vote  against  the  promise  he  had  given.  He  distinctly  ac« 
knowledged  the  promise ;  and  I  recollect  perfectly  the  effect  made  on 
my  own  mind  by  the  affected  pomp  and  solemnity  with  which  he  assigned 
the  reasons  for  his  breach  of  faith.  This  is  one  fact.  Now,  on  this  nighty 
taunted  by  Mr.  O'Connell  for  this  breach  of  faith,  the  learned  Doctor 
gets  up,  and  as  solemnly  as  pompously  denies  that  he  ever  gave  a  pro* 
mise.  At  this  astounding  asseveration  I  felt  absolutely  stupified,  as  if 
some  one  had  given  me  a  blow  on  the  head.  I  was  bewildered.  Was 
this  the  same  man  whom  I  had  heard,  not  many  weeks  before,  giving 


*  Jlftfm.— Mr.  Littleton  looked  wise,  and  said  nothing;  thereby,  indeed,  actiiy:  wtiS' 
ly.  Who  shall  touch  pitch  and  not  be  defiled?  The  promotenwof  the  bill  wereftirly 
in  the  mire,  and  tadly  <<  besmirched."  Mr.  Littleton  had  too  kuch  discretion  to  be« 
foul  himself,  by  lending  them  a  hoping  hand  out  <Krtht  slough. 
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sons  for  voting  against  his  promise  ?  And  does  he  now  come  down  to 
the  House  with  a  formal  statement,  that  he  never  made  any  promise  ? 
What  faith  can  we  put  in  men's  words  if  this  be  their  mode  of  proceed, 
ing  ?  How  Dr.  Lushington  can  reconcile  these  two  assertions ;  how  he 
can  make  the  whole  proceeding  agree  with  the  straight-forward,  simple 
rules  of  honour  which  a  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  using  for  his  guid- 
ance, is  beyond  my  powers  of  conception.  Here  is  no  room  for  any  nice 
distinctions.  There  can  be  no  fine-drawn  difference  between  pledge  and 
promise :  the  matter  does  not  turn  on  such  a  matter.  The  case  is  much 
more  simple.  On  one  day,  he  solemnly  avers  that  he  made  a  promise, 
and  explains  why  he  feels  himself  compelled  to  break  it.  On  another 
day,  he  declares  he  made  no  such  promise.  Now,  I  would  swear,  that 
he  made  both  these  assertions.  They  are  contradictory  :  both  cannot  be 
true ;  one  must  befalse»  Which  is  false  I  know  not,  care  not ;  but  that 
one  must  be  so,  is  self-evident.  If  this  be  established  morality,  I  blush 
for  the  public ;  if  it  be  not,  I  blush  for  the  individual. 

There  was  another  instance,  not  so  glaring  indeed,  of  saying  one  thing 
one  day,  one  another,  that  should  be  taken  notice  of.  Mr.  Macauley,  in 
his  first  speech  on  the  Irish  Church  bill,  was  at  great  pains  to  prove  that 
church  property  was  private  property.  He  answered  Sir  R.  Peel,  and 
more  than  one-half  of  his  harangue  consisted  of  a  refutation  of  a  propo- 
sition put  forth  by  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet,  to  the  purport,  "  tliat  the 
property  of  the  church  was  like  the  property  of  individuals,  and  there^ 
fore  not  subject  to  the  dominion  of  Parliament."  Now,  Mr.  Macauley 
holds  an  office  in  the  ministry,  and  though  he  be  not  of  the  cabinet,  what 
he  says  bears  an  official  character.  Arguing  then  so  strenuously  as  he 
did,  for  the  principle  of  making  church  property  state  property,  he  ne- 
cessarily gave  that  principle  the  sanction  of  the  government  to  which  he 
is  attached ;  and  arguing  the  matter  at  full  length,  when  the  Irish 
Church  bill  was  in  debate,  he  irrevocably  connected  that  principle  with 
the  measure  before  the  House ;  for  it  would  be  asked,  if  that  principle 
be  not  involved  in  the  matter  of  the  present  debate,  why  discuss  it  ? 
The  truth  is,  that  the  ministers  knew  that  they  should  gain  great  popu- 
larity, if  they  would  give  their  sanction  to  this  principle.  Lord  Althorp 
did  not  like  to  do  it  himself,  and  Mr*  Stanley  is  fiercely  opposed  to  it ; 
so  they  got  an  inferior  person  of  their  body  to  argue  the  matter;  there- 
by inducing  the  belief  that  they  were  favourable  to  it,  while  they  left 
themselves  a  loop-hole  to  escape,  should  the  support  of  the  principle  be- 
come disagreeable.  Mr.  Macauley  was  the  person  thus  employed ;  and 
had  he  been  possessed  of  any  very  nice  feeling  on  the  matter,  he  would 
not  have  come  forward  this  evening  to  show  that  the  principle  for 
which  he  had  fought  a  stout  battle  some  evenings  before  when  the  same 
bill  was  in  debate,  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  connected  with  the 
measure.  If  so,  why  did  he  lend  himself  to  the  artifice  of  making  people 
believe  that  it  was  connected  with  it  ?  It  is  quite  true  that  Lord  Al- 
thorp and  Mr.  Stanley  made  a  pretended  distinction  between  the  surplus 
mentioned  in  the  147th  clause,  and  church  property  generally — a  dis- 
tinction so  palpably  absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  that  every  one  saw  that  it 
was  used  as  a  flimsy  pretence.  But  Mr.  Macauley  left  this  poor  cavil 
wholly  out  of  the  question,  and  stood  up  boldly  for  the  principle  itself. 
He  therefore  should  have  been  the  last  person  to  bolster  up  the  wretch- 
ed device,  which  he  himself  had  taught  us  to  disregard.  There  appears 
some  tainting  influence,  some  moral  poison,  in  the  ministerial  atmosphere 
of  this  country.    No  sooner  does  any  one  go  into  their  ranks,  than  he 
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Beems^  by  some  painful^  degrading  necessity,  driven  to  adopt  a  tortuoug, 
a  dishonest  path.  The  steady  conduct  of  a  man  of  high  honour  seems 
no  longer  possible.  To  truckle,  to  shift,  to  waver,  to  put  a  false  gloM 
on  plain  words,  to  say  ay  to-day,  nay  to-morrow — ^to  be  ever  dealing  in 
ambiguous  phrases^— and  to  live  a  life  of  hollow  pretences,  such  seems 
the  fate  of  every  servant  of  our  ill-constructed  government.  Wretched 
indeed  is  their  destiny  ! 

When  at  length  the  majority  became  certain  in  favour  of  ministers, 
through  the  labours  of  Mr.  C.  Wood,  the  impatient  young  gentlemen, 
who  had  been  brought,  in  very  unwilling  mood,  from  the  Queen's  ball,  be- 
gan with  their  accustomed  modes  of  putting  an  end  to  the  debate.  Whether 
the  question  had  been  fairly  discussed,  was  to  them  a  matter  of  no  im- 
port. The  majority  was  certain,  and  they  wanted  to  resume  dancing. 
They  had  undertaken  the  duties  of  legislators,  it  is  true :  but  among 
those  duties,  they  had  not  included  any  laborious  attention  to  the  pea. 
pie's  interests.  At  the  division  of  that  evening,  they  had  no  intention 
of  being  present,  and  the  country  would  certainly  not  have  had  the  bene- 
fit of  their  vote,  had  not  such  vote  been  necessary  for  their  party.  Now, 
serving  their  party  was  a  very  good  thing :  but  that  by  no  means  required 
any  continuance  of  the  debate ;  and  seeing  tliat  dancing  was  to  them  far 
more  amusing  than  legislating,  they  determined  to  put  an  end  to  the 
latter,  in  order  that  they  might  instantly  resume  the  former.  Conse- 
quently, "  question,"  "  question,"  "  ba,"  **  ba,"  hooting  like  an  owl, 
crowing  like  a  cock,  and  other  noises  peculiar  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  one- shilling  gallery,  immediately  commenced.  The  pas- 
sage below  the  bar  was  crammed  full  of  idlers ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
red-coats  were  there  assembled ; — ^such  stout  heroes,  for  example,  as  Lord 
Norreys,  and  Lord  Arthur  Lennox,  appeared  very  impatient,  and  were 
assuredly  very  noisy.  The  dancers  having  soon  overpowered  the  de- 
baters, the  division  took  place,  and  the  scene  that  followed  baffles  all 
description.  The  thing  most  like  it,  that  I  ever  witnessed,  was  the  rush 
at  the  opera  to  see  Sontag  the  first  night  of  her  appearance.  TJie  in- 
stant the  numbers  were  announced,  a  simultaneous  rush  was  made  to- 
wards the  door,  and  in  about  two  minutes  the  House  was  empty.  Cries 
of  all  sorts  might  be  heard,  such  as  occur  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
theatre.  The  red-coated  gentry,  evidently  "  on  dancing  thoughts  intent," 
rushed  down  the  steps,  and  through  the  tortuous  passages,  to  the  im- 
minent peril  of  all  who  miglit  be  in  their  way.  Orderlies,  following  in  the 
wake  of  their  officers,  helped  to  increase  the  confusion  ;  while  execrations 
of  no  measured  description  against  the  debate,  the  question,  the  people,  and 
their  honest  representatives,  served  to  finish  the  whole  scene,  and  give  it  a 
character  well  calculated  to  raise  serious  and  painful  thoughts  in  the 
mind  of  every  right-thinking  man.  As  I  took  my  way  home  an  hour 
after,  in  the  grey  light  of  the  morning,  through  the  silent  streets  of  this 
mighty  congregation  of  the  human  race,  many  and  bitter  were  the  moody 
thouglits  which  ran  through  my  over-wrought  mind.  The  fresh  air  of 
the  morning  could  not  at  once  cool  down  the  fever  which  the  exciting 
night  had  raised,  nor  could  the  splendid  scene  of  London  at  daybreak 
withdraw  my  contemplation  from  the  degrading  mockery  of  which  I  had 
just  been  a  witness.  Oh,  yes,  it  is  true,  the  industry,  tlie  talent  of  the 
people  have  raised  this  mighty  city ;  it  stands  out  the  wonder  of  man- 
kind, a  stately  specimen  of  the  skill  and  the  labour  of  the  patient  multi- 
tude. But  while  the  millions  thus  toil  and  bring  into  existence  all  this 
wealth  and  comfort ;  while  they,  in  their  quiet  and  humble  sphere,  set  a 
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luight  example  of  temperance  and  honesty,  while  in  good  truth  their 
morality  supersedes  in  great  part  the  necessity  for  law,  everything  an 
public  life,  all  proceedings  on  the  part  of  government  seem  expressly 
designed  to  spread  ruin  and  desolation  over  the  land,    in  England^  the 
high  civilization  of  the  people  counterbalances  the  mischievous  effects  of 
the  laws  enacted  by  her  ignorant  and  unprincipled  legislators.    In  Ire- 
land, no  such  countervailing  power  exists ;  and  there,  where  the  law  is 
required  of  its  own  unassisted  force  to  maintain  peace  and  good  order, 
all  is  riot  and  confusion.    In  England  what  the  people  do  is  done  well — 
what  the  government  attempts  is  ever  a  miserable  failure.     In  Ireland 
the  people  do  nothing,  the  Government  is  left  alone  to  do  all :  and  we  see 
the  consequence.    Why  is  this  ?     The  scene  of  this  night  will  serve  as 
an  explanation*     The  affairs  of  this  great  people  are  intrusted  to  un- 
worthy hands.     Sinister  interest  and  ignorance  are  predominant  in  its 
councils  ;  need  we  then  wonder,  that  sorrow  and  shame  wait  upon  its 
deeds  ?     And  these  things  are  permitted,  even  when  our  sons  of  America 
exhibit  so  different,  so  instructive  an  example.    The  wildest  freak  of  the 
roost  deranged  imagination  could  not  fancy  such  a  scene  as  the  one  above 
described  taking  place  at  Washington.    Children  and  fops  have  no  voice 
in  the  councils  of  republican  America.     From  the  people  emanates  all 
power ;  and  the  Government  is,  consequently,  honest,  industrious^  deco- 
rous, and  peculiarly  sagacious.    My  notions  may  be  very  democratic,  and 
in  very  bad  taste,  but  I  most  sincerely  own,  that  I  believe  the  sooner  we 
get  rid  of  the  causes  of  such  disgraceful  exhibitions ;  the  sooner  we  follow 
the  example  of  our  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  ;  the  sooner 
we  take  the  government  of  ourselves  into  our  own  hands,  and  cut  off  all 
vain  and  useless  trappings,  the  better  for  all  parties  concerned :  for  the 
nation  as  well  as  those  who  now  occupy  the  chief  places  among  us.    The 
people  would  no  longer  be  tormented  by  the  ignorant,  and  the  idle,  and 
the  dishonest,  who  now  prey  upon  their  vitals;  while  these  would  be 
obliged  to  obtain  an  honest  subsistence  by  honest  labour,  no  longer  de- 
basing and  demoralizing  the  whole  body  of  their  countrymen  by  their 
degrading,  their  disgraceful  example. 

Got  to  bed  at  a  quarter  to  four,  and  dreamed  of  a  radical  reform  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 


WHIG  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  "  GREAT  QUESTIONS." 

From  all  the  obloquy  which  has  been  cast  upon  them, — from  ugly  vi. 
sions  of  broken  pledges,  old  purposes  surrendered,  principles  long  sworn 
by  laid  down  before  the  Moloch  of  the  Aristocracy,  the  Whigs  have  at- 
tempted to  take  refuge  in  their  settlement  of  the  "  Great  Questions ;" 
and  they  seem  to  regard  their  settlement  of  these  questions  as  the  very 
sanctuary  of  their  fame.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  demolish  these  boast- 
ed measures,  as  they  easily  might  be  demolished ;  but  we  cannot  resist 
the  temptation  of  withdrawing  the  veil  from  the  sanctuary,  of  stating,  in 
a  few  plain  terms^  intelligible  by  plain  people,  what  the  mode  and  merits 
of  the  proposed  settlements  really  are,  and  of  again  evincing  to  "  persons 
of  the  meanest  capacity,"  the  truth  of  that  famous  saying  of  Chancel- 
lor Oxenstiem's,  regarding  the  little  wisdom  by  which  this  world  is 
governed!    In  pursuance  of  this  design,  we  shall  shortly  remark  on  the 
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several  bilk  now  in  progress  in  reference  to  tfie  East  India  Company, 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  the  Irish  Church,  and  the  Bank  Charter. 

I.  The  East  India  Company's  Bill,  is  the  only  one  of  the  four,  in  which 
there  is  any  thing  to  praise.  That  Bill  includes  the  abolition  of  the 
Chinese  monopoly,  and  a  prohibition  of  the  Company  to  trade.  These  two 
grand  objects  are  distinctly,  completely,  and  well  accomplished ;  but  we 
doubt  whether  any  merit  ought  hence  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Whigs,  because 
we  doubt  if  they  had  here  a  choice.  It  appears  from  reports  of  inter, 
views  which  passed  some  years  ago  between  the  Directors  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  administration,  that  even  Lord  Ellenborough  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  move  the  destruction  of  that  monopoly ;  for  which  achieve, 
ment  we  had  assuredly  been  indebted,  not  to  any  power  or  marvellous 
intelligence  on  the  part  of  Lord  Ellenborough,  but  simply  to  the  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  command  already  assumed  over  us  all  on  such 
subjects,  by  the  silent  but  ever  increasing  and  most  beneficent  influence 
of  the  author  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  While  we  rejoice  therefore  that 
80  vast  an  expansion  is  so  soon  to  be  given  to  our  commercial  interprize 
while  we  rejoice  that  English  capital  and  industry  are  to  be  permitte, 
free  access  to  the  whole  continent  of  India,  and  unrestricted  intercoursd 
with  the  ingenious  multitudes  of  China ;  we  yet  turn  to  other  matterse 
when  we  desire  to  guage  the  qualities  of  our  present  Cabinet ;  for  there, 
alone  are  the  difficulties  of  this  question. 

The  first  important  point  is  what  is  called  the  compromise  with  the 
Company,  or  that  arrangement,  by  which  their  whole  debt,  commercial 
pensions,  &c.,  Sac,  are  decreed  to  rest  henceforward  upon  the  shoulders 
of  our  fellow-subjects  in  Hindostan.  Now  there  is  upon  the  very  face  of 
this  settlement  suspicion  of  the  grossest  injustice.  If  the  debt  had  been 
contracted  during  the  process  of  conquest,  or,  in  other  words,  had  it  been 
a  war  debt,  it  might,  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  war,  have  been  justifiably 
laid  upon  the  territory  of  the  conquered  country  ;  but  evidence  is  wholly 
wanting  that  it  was  so  contracted ;  nay,  there  is  abundance  of  probability 
that  it  is  mainly  owing  to  losses  in  trade.  Until  very  recently,  the  Company's 
oi^n  servants  never  ceased  to  teU  us  of  the  sAcniFicES  submitted  to  in 
order  to  carry  on  trade;  which  assertion  they  very  oddly  imagined  to  bring 
great  honour  to  the  Company ;  and  every  acute  and  impartial  inquirer, 
who  has  hitherto  set  himself  to  examine  the  subject,  has  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Richards,  who  asserts  positively,  that  the  revenue  has 
always  been  equal  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  that  the 
debt  altogether  flowed  from  commercial  operations.  We  do  not  know  if 
this  assertion  be  wholly  true,  but  we  know  that,  in  great  party  it  is  true ; 
and  Ministers,  without  either  ceremony  or  inquiry,  have  just  acted  as 
if  it  were  wholly  false.  It  has  not  been  shown,  or  pretended  to  be  shown, 
that  the  debt  is  properly  territorial ;  but  Ministers,  by  way  of  making 
a  ''  good  bargain,"  and  ensuring  "  support,"  have  at  once  assumed  it 
to  be  territorial,  (for  the  story  about  valuable  commercial  assets  is  a 
humbug,  a  mere  blind;)  and,  without  farther  ado,  laid  it  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  distant  and  uninfluential  Hindoos.  How  the  Company 
chuckles  over  the  *^  settlement,"  and  how  smartly  the  proprietors  think 
Die  Hindoos  are  to  be  taxed  in  their  behoof,  is  emphatically  written  in 
the  Stock  Exchange.  On  the  day  <f  the  promulgation  qf  the  Cabinet 
Scheme,  India  Stock  rose  from  208  to  293  per  cent.,  and  has  since  reached 
249  !  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that,  at  least,  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  this  burden  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  in  the  way  usual  in 
such  cases,  viz.  by  the  loss  or  even  the  bankruptcy  of  an  unsuccessful 
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commercial  company ;  but  then,  how  "  embarrassing  would  have  been 
this  procedure  to  honest  Lord  Althorp  !  and  how  much  easier  was  it,  as 
well  as  much  more  in  the  way  of  trade,  to  tax  the  unresisting  Hindoos  ! 
Mr.  Macauley  tells  us,  in  his  peculiar  style,  that  these  things  ought  not 
to  be  inquired  into  too  curiously,  and  that  we  should  not  grudge  a  few 
millions  if  they  secure  the  peaceful  settlement  of  a  great  question.  The  . 
mischief  is,  it  is  not  the  persons  who  give  away  who  are  to  pay  ;  we  are 
v£ry  generous  out  of  our  neighbours'  pockets.  But  why  wonder,  seeing 
that  it  is  thus  in  every  thing  ?  It  is  still  the  aim  of  state  jobbery  to 
sacrifice  the  absent  and  the  weak  to  the  scowling  overgrown  few  ;  and  in 
the  mode  of  doing  this  most  quietly,  of  devising  a  specious  pretence, 
and  getting  up  a  flashy  oration,  abide  the  great  mystery  of  the  craft. 
Mr.  Macauley  is  a  useful  instrument, — we  wish  him  joy  of  his  laurels. 

But  there  remains  the  mighty  question  as  to  the  government  of  India ; 
and  thaty  our  wise,  and  daring,  and  straight-forward  Ministers  have  left 
all  but  untouched.    Hitherto  this  subject  has  attained  no  due  attention 
from  the  British  public :  but  there  existed  a  cause  of  confusion.   We  were 
confounded  by  the  two  distinct  offices  of  the  Company.  A  strange  medley, 
as  it  was,  of  a  mercantile  and  legislative  character,  we  have  been  inclined 
most  unfortunately  to  regard  and  criticise  it,  in  its  mercantile  capacity 
alone ;  thus  very  foolishly  and  criminally  losing  sight  of  its  aptitudes 
for  government.    It  stands  out  now,  however,  altogether  undisguised, 
the  cumbrous,  formless,  ilLarranged  thing  which  Britain,  in  her  wisdom, 
has  chosen  to  invest  with  the  guardianship  of  a  vast,  complex,  and  dis- 
tant society.    In  this  point  of  view,  it  will  bear  no  examination.  But  to 
examine,  far  less  to  amend  it ;  to  do  one  small  good  thing  they  were  not 
compelled  to  do;  or  in  an  artide  so  important,  to  aim  at  the  correction  and 
improvement  of  public  opinion ;  these  were  efforts  and  objects  far  a«head 
of  the  poor  Whigs.    Lord  Brougham  talked  of  his  party  having  dared 
to  grapple  with  the  great  questions.    The  boast  is  vain,  for  they  have 
not  grappled  with  them  at  all ;  not,  at  least,  with  the  question  of  the 
Indies.     They  have  left  every  objectionable  portion  of  the  old  arrange- 
ments quite  as  they  found  it ;  they  have  passed  by  every  difficulty,  and 
laid  it  upon  the  shelf.    Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  trade  monopoly 
was  borne  down  by  the  irrisistible  authority  of  opinion,  we  discern  na 
active  or  energetic  statemanship  in  this  entire  measure,  nor  one  spark, 
one  scintiUation  of  that  high  or  commanding  intellect  of  which  the 
Whigs  would  persuade  us  they  are  possessed.   Verily,  it  is  strange,  that 
.  notwithstanding  of  all  the  noise  and  bustle  of  parturition  around  us, 
nought  but  pigmy  products  is  yet  being  brought  forth. 

It  is  painful  to  think  how  far  our  knowledge  regarding  what  should 
be  done  with  India  has  declined  since  Mr.  Fox's  time.  But  matters 
cannot  remain  as  they  are.  The  public  mind  is  now  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject with  steadfastness  and  determination ;  and  a  very  few  years  will 
suffice  to  bring  to  light  how  much  of  permanence  there  is  in  the  Whig 
settlement  of  India. 

II.  But  let  us  turn  to  the  antUslavery  scheme;  and  assuredly  a  no- 
table scheme  it  is ! 

Every  person  truly  acquainted  with  the  West  Indies  has  long  been 
aware  of  the  intimate  connexion  between  the  state  of  slavery  and  the 
kind  of  industry  prevailing  in  these  islands — an  industry  fostered  by 
many  absurd  and  detestable  monopolies.  The  question  of  slavery  is  in 
fact  but  a  part  of  a  vast  question  going  into  the  roots  of  West  India  so- 
ciety; and  it  never  can  be  satisfactorily  treated  but  with  reference  to  those 
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■ooial  peculiarities.  Under  a  sane  and  well  regulated  industry,  for  iiw 
stance,  slavery  perishes  of  its  own  accord ;  and,  as  might  have  been  illus- 
trated by  the  state  of  the  southern  counties  of  England,  there  is  a  de- 
ranged  state  of  industry,  which,  of  itself,  naturally  forces  on  decline, 
and  conducts  to  an  economic  condition  in  regard  to  the  working  classes, 
not  differing  by  one  iota  from  the  condition  of  slavery.  We  can  but  throw 
out  this  hint  here,  postponing  its  development  to  a  time  when  we  have 
more  space  and  leisure  ;  but  we  throw  it,  to  indicate  what  this  question 
truly  is,  and  to  take  measure  of  Ministerial  merit.  It  were  in  fact  ludi- 
crous to  inquire  how  far  Mr.  Stanley  understands  what  he  assumed  so 
presumptuously  to  conduct :  for,  it  is  a  thing  to  be  seen  by  a  person 
with  half  an  eye,  that  he  knows  no  more  of  the  West  Indies  than  of  the 
volcanoes  in  the  moon.  Not^one  idea  entered  within  his  head  beyond 
a  coarse  and  crude  notion  that  the  slaves  must  be  in  part  emancipated, 
and  that  we  must  pay  for  them  ;  not  one  conception  occurred  to  him 
that  it  was  possible,  by  regenerating  the  entire  social  fabric  of  the  An- 
tilles, to  make  the  abolition  of  slavery  a  boon  to  all  classes — ^to  open  up 
a  new  view  of  prosperity  to  the  bankrupt  landholders  ;  to  render  the  toil 
of  the  free  labourer  productive  and  profitable ;  and  thus  to  found  the 
triumph  of  humanity  upon  the  progress  of  wealth,  and  the  sure  advance 
of  civilization.  It  were  vain — it  were  ludicrous — to  measure  his  plan 
by  principles  like  these,  for  he  knew  them  not,  and  wants  that  cool  dia- 
orimination  necessary  to  apprehend  them  :  but  we  may  measure  his  plans 
by  their  own  pretensions ;  we  may  examine  them  in  reference  to  what 
they  propose  to  do^  and  observe  their  degree  of  adaptation  to  the  adopted 
end. 

The  prominent  feature  of  the  West  India  scheme,  is  the  liberation 
ef  the  slave  from  one-fourth  of  his  present  labour — a  relief  for 
which  we  pay  twenty  millions ; — and  his  instalment  as  an  apprenticed 
labourer  during  the  remaining  three-fourths  of  the  present  working 
season.  Relief  from  labour  is  unquestionably  a  good ;  but  if  it  has  few 
securities  for  permanence,  it  diminishes  in  desirableness,  and  especially 
if  it  does  not  conduce  to  an  advance  in  moral  acquirement.  We  have 
no  doubt  Mr.  Stanley  meant  well  by  this  arrangement,  and  thought  also 
that  he  had  effected  somewhat ;  but  we  doubt  as  little  that  the  result, 
in  so  far  as  these  arrangements  will  have  any  result,  will  be  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  negro  in  some  fashion,  as — taken  by  itself — it  must 
deepen  the  distress,  and  go  to  complete  the  ruin  of  V\''est  Indian  industry. 
Let  us  observe  what  powers  will  now  remain  for  production,  and  what  will 
be  their  degree  of  efficiency.  The  negro  is  to  work  during  the  remaining 
three-fourths  of  his  time,  and  for  this  he  will  receive  a  certain  fixed  pay, 
viz.  ail  the  aliment,  clothing,  medical  attendance,  &c.,  he  now  receives. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  Mr.  Stanley  has  here  supplied  him  with  no 
inducement  for  exertion.  Men  will  not  toil  but  in  hope  of  pleasure,  or 
from  the  fear  of  pain.  The  negro's  pay  is  fixed  ; — ^he  can  gain  nothing 
by  extra-diligence,  nor  lose  in  consequence  of  indolence.  The  moving  prin" 
eiples  which  spur  on  the  free  labourer  are  of  no  avail,  in  so  far  as  the  negro 
is  concerned ;  for  he  is  placed  in  independence  of  them  by  law.  Motives 
to  elicit  extraordinary  energy  are  now  extinct ;  and  his  ordinary  activity 
can  only  be  secured  by  the  whip.  The  whip,  accordingly,  is  retained ; 
but  fortunately  for  humanity,  although  most  unfortunately  for  the  pro- 
ducing interests  of  the  Antilles,  it  is  transferred  into  the  hands  of 
Government.  The  cartwhip  is  to  be  wielded  by  the  individuals  whom 
we  henceforward  depute  to  represent  the  majesty  of  British  law  in  the 
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West  Indies.  Dignified  Justiceships !  Admirable  encouragement  of 
respect  and  fealty  towards  Great  Britain !  But  the  thing  will  fail. 
Punishment^  like  gravitation,  increases  in  effect  according  to  the 
inverse  duplicate  ratio  of  the  distances.  It  is  powerful,  because  of  its 
certainty  and  nearness.  If  inflicted  after  the  formalities  of  a  judicial 
procedure,  and  in  consequence  of  pro,  and  con.  evidence,  it  will  never 
appear  very  formidable ;  far  less  will  the  planters  be  enabled  to  induce 
the  negro  to  overwork.  The  system  of  industry  will  therefore  be  still 
farther  affected.  Supposing  the  planter  compensated  for  the  fourth  of 
the  present  slave's  time ;  he  is  not,  nor  can  be,  compensated  for  this  di- 
minution of  energy  during  the  other  three -fourths :  and  hence  a  proper- 
tionatte  deficiency  of  produce,  and  an  access  of  distress.  We  are  con. 
vinced  the  Wes^  Indians  are  utterly  ruined.  A  sane  policy  might  re- 
trieve them,  but  this  bill  must  sink  them  beneath  the  seas.  They  might 
have  been  benefited  by  Great  Britain,  without  our  spending  one  half- 
penny ;  but  they  will  not  be  benefited  even  by  these  twenty  millions  ! 

Bat  grievous  as  is  the  idea  of  that  money  being  thrown  away  in  obe- 
dience to  the  caprice  of  a  rapid  and  violent  young  man,  and  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  mob  of  individuals  wholly  ignorant  of  the  vital  concerns  on 
which  they  have  been  deputed  to  sit  in  judgment, — it  is  yet  not  an 
uninteresting  question,  as  to  how  far,  in  strict  justice,  we,  in  these 
British  Islands,  are  bound  to  afford  that  compensation.  It  is,  we  main- 
tain, all  unnecessary ;  for  slavery  might  have  fallen,  to  the  benefit,  and 
with  the  desire  of  all ; — ^but  supposing  emancipation  to  be  accompanied 
with  a  loss,  it  has  to  be  proved  on  whom,  in  righteousness,  ought  to  be 
the  incidence  of  that  loss  ?  At  another  time  we  shall  deliver  our  notions 
en  this  important  matter,  and  claim  for  them  the  deliberate  attention  of  our 
country  ;  but  it  may  safely  be  said  now,  that  if  we  owe  compensation,  our 
posterity  do  not  owe  it ;  if  we  must  pay  for  our  own  sins,  posterity  at 
least  is  guiltless,  and  ought  to  be  free ;  and  what  then  shall  we  think  of 
a  scheme,  the  object  of  which  is,  by  way  of  doing  justice,  to  transfer  the 
burden  of  our  penance  almost  entirely  from  off  our  own  shoulders  on  to 
posterity !  If  a  hair-shirt  must  be  worn,  are  we  to  decree  that  those 
now  unborn  shall  wear  it  ?  Such,  amid  all  the  absurdities  of  the  popery 
of  a  dark  age,  was  one  to  which  our  ancestors  never  speculatively 
attained.  This  iniquity  will  tend  to  bring  down  the  entire  funding  sys- 
tem, and  confound  just  and  unjust  claims  together  in  one  common  ruin. 

We  have  now  done  with  one  part  of  this  iniquitous  and  unvarnished 
absurdity.  Nothing  has  annoyed  us  more  in  the  whole  course  of  its  dis- 
cussion than  the  absence  of  comprehensive  views  on  the  part  of  the 
individuals  who  assumed  the  office  of  leadership.  If  the  anti-slavery 
society  does  not  shake  off  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton,  it  will  not  do  much  on 
behalf  of  its  cherished  object.  All  men  may  see  eviltf,  but  leaders  should 
be  able  to  discover  the  character  of  the  proposed  remedies.  Had  Mr. 
MouGCAs  of  Cavers  been  at  the  head  of  the  Anti-slavery  Society,  and  in 
Parliament,  how  different  would  his  conduct  have  been  from  that  of  Mr. 
Fowell  Buxton  !  Mr.  Douglas  discerned  the  foolishness  of  the  scheme  on 
its  proposal,  and  denounced  it  in  terms  becoming  himself.  Now  it  is  that  we 
are  aware  of  the  amount  of  our  loss  on  the  death  of  our  Dr.  Thomson.  >VTiile 
his  brethren,  estimable  as  they  are,  are  employing  their  ingenious  heads 
in  the  formation  of  plans  to  uphold  patronage,  and  the  concoction  of  High 
Church  schemes  of  government,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Israelitish  hier- 
archy, he  would  have  been  in  the  breach,  boldly  contending  for  the  first 
rights  of  his  fellow-men.     It  is  saying  a  great  deal,  but  not  more  than 
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we  solemnly  believe^  when  we  allege^  that  had  Dr.  Thomson  lived,  this 
bill  had  never  obtained  the  shadow  of  toleration.  Wlien  we  reflect  on  a 
great  mind  being  carried  off  at  the  precise  period  when  its  noblest  qua- 
lities  would  have  shone  in  full  lustre,  we  feel  it  needful  to  guard  against 
murmuring,  and  to  subject  ourselves  forcibly  to  the  mysterious  appoint- 
ments of  Providence. 

III.  On  the  Irish  Church  Bill  a  ievr  words  will  suffice.  They  talk  of 
mutilating  it :  we  know  not  if  mutilation  be  possible. 

The  fact  is,  that  Lord  Grey  regards  that  Bill,  in  reference  to  its  adap- 
tation to  an  end,  which  is  not  identical  with  the  end  in  view  by  the 
public,  or  with  the  good  of  the  public.  In  the  original  Bill  there  was  a 
great  principle,  and  without  that  principle  the  Bill  was  nothing.  What 
became  of  the  147th  clause,  does  not  require  to  be  told.  We  formerly 
remarked  on  the  dishonesty  of  Ministerial  arguments  on  behalf  of  that 
clause  ;  and  although  we  could  now  apply  the  scourge  with  some  effect 
to  the  pretences  on  which  they  chose  to  ground  its  extinction,  we  shall 
be  tender.  Mr.  Stanley,  it  will  be  recollected,  upheld  the  three  millions 
accruing  from  the  feuing  of  Bishops'  leases,  to  be  new  property,  or  pro- 
perty with  which  the  Church  had  nothing  to  do.  WiU  that  ingenious 
young  man  tell  us  upon  what  principle  he  is  now  disposed  to  grant  a 
large  sum  of  new  property  to  the  Church  of  Ireland?  or  whether  he 
has  discovered,  in  the  character  of  Irish  society,  any  trac«  of  necessity 
for  such  an  arrangement }  It  is  perhaps  ''  over  curious'*  thus  to  ques- 
tion Mr.  Stanley,  He  may  not  act  from  conviction  ;  he  is  just  now  the 
sword  in  the  right  arm  of  the  Whigs,  and  we  fancy  he  is  satisfied  with 
that  honour. 

The  Irish  Bill  preserves  the  whole  Church  property  for  that  sinecure 
Church.  This  is  enough;  and  it  proves  that  it  cannot  stand.  We 
inform  the  Whigs  that  it  is  no  settlement  whatsoever ;  and  we  discern, 
moreover,  that  the  unreformed  abuses  of  the  Irish  Church  will  pull  to 
the  ground  along  with  them  all  the  Establishments  in  our  land.  It  will 
be  a  lucky  escape  for  the  conservatives,  if  still  older  institution  do  not 
perish  during  the  crash ! 

IV^  My  Lord  Althorp  a  reformer  of  the  Bank  Charter!  Weill  we 
thought  once  in  our  simplicity  that  the  Bank  monopoly  could  not  stand, 
and  so  thought  even  the  Tory  Lord  Liverpool.  But  the  public  did  not 
understand  the  question.  A  "  compromise"  settlement  was  easy,  and 
that  was  enough  for  the  enterprising  Whigs ! 

We  have  already  indicated  so  often  the  evils  originating  in  this  baleful 
monopoly,  that  there  is  no  necessity  now  for  going  into  deteU.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  every  hateful  principle  is  here  consecrated,  or  thought  to 
be  consecrated,  into  at  least  another  ten  years'  endurance ;  and  all  the 
nation  gains  from  the  modification  of  this  overgrown  monopoly  is 
L.120,000  per  annum//  Not  even  have  means  been  taken  to  ensure 
the  progress  of  Joint  Stock  Banking  in  England !  Several  of  our 
political  writers  may  take  a  lesson  from  this  catastrophe.  All  we  want 
13  an  enlightenment  of  the  public  mind  upon  the  subject ;  and  assuredly 
that  will  not  be  accompUshed  by  a  dreaming  over  schemes  of  National 
Banking  Establisliments,  impracticable,  perhaps,  or  inadvisable  in  all 
cases;  but  certainly  neither  advisable  nor  practicable  under  our  present 
system  of  Government. 

So  much  for  the  Gbeat  QimsTiONs !  What  virtue  or  permanence 
there  is  in  their  several  settlements,  or  what  favour  the  Whiire  will 
derive  from  them,  our  readers  will  discover.    But  where  is  th7cure? 
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It  ifl  thie:^-The  electors  of  the  United  Kingdom  must  cease  to  suppose 
that  a  rich  man  is  necessarily  an  intelligent  man ;  and  they  must  seek 
out,  ere  another  Parliament^  individuals  capable  of  performing  the 
august  duties  of  legislation^  with  whom  to  supplant  the  small  dandified 
lordlings^ — ^the  indolent  *' country  gentlemen," — and  the  canting,  phrasing 
bigots,  who  now  constitute  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Legislative  Assem. 
bly  of  the  British  people. 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS  versus  TITHES. 

We  give  a  place  in  our  Magazine,  with  great  satisfaction,  to  the  foU 
lowing  Petition  sent  us  by  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  every  sentence  of 
this  Petition,  we  heartily  concur. 

Petition  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  the  Abolition  of  Tithes,  &c.  To  the  Com. 
mona  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  As- 
sembled. 

W^  the  imderstgned,  members  of  the  religions  Society  of  Friends,  called  Qaakem 
aflwmbled  at  our  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  respectfully  represent  to  Parliament, 
that  our  Society  has  always  objected,  on  principle^  to  Tithes,  and  other  compulsory  ec- 
clesiastical claims. 

We  consider  it  to  be  our  bonnden  daty  to  conform  ourselves  to  the  laws,  and  to  obey 
the  Government  of  our  sountry,  in  all  things  which  do  not  interfere  with  the  higher 
claims  of  conscience  towards  God  ;  but,  whenever  there  is  such  an  interference,  it  is 
our  established  practice  to  refuse  an  active  compliance  with  the  law,  and  patiently  to 
suffer  the  consequences. 

On  this  principle,  we  have  always  refused  the  payment  of  Tithes,  and  other  ecclesi- 
astical demands ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  have  oflfered  no  opposition  to  the  distraint  of 
our  goods  for  these  puiiMMes.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Society,  its  members  were 
exposed  to  grievous  sufferings  and  persecutions  on  this  account  Not  only  were  they 
despoiled  of  their  property,  in  a  vexatious  and  ruinous  manner,  but  their  persons  were 
seized,  and  they  were  immured  in  dungeons,  to  the  injury  of  their  health,  and,  in 
many  instance,  even  to  the  loss  of  their  lives ;  and,  although  the  laws  which  render 
us  liable  to  suits  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  are  now  but  seldom  enforced,  we  still 
suffer  considerable  injury  from  the  levying  of  distraints,  and  from  the  exactions  with 
which  they  are  often  accompanied. 

Our  reasons  for  refusing  these  payments  art  purely  of  a  religious  nature ;  and  they 
are  as  follows  : 

Firti,  That  we  regard  the  interference  of  the  civil  Government,  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion and  private  conscience,  to  be  the  usurpation  of  a  prerogative  which  belongs  only 
to  God. 

Seeondlfh  That  we  consider  the  setting  apart  of  Tithes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  religion,  to  have  been  an  unwarrantable  return  to  the  provisions  of  the  Levi- 
tical  law,  and  at  variance  with  the  nature  and  character  of  the  Gospel. 

Thirdlyy  That  we  believe  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  to  be  free  in  its  nature,  according 
to  the  conunand  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  to  his  disciples  ^-»"  Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give ;"  and  that  the  contravention  of  this  principle  has  an  unfailing  ten- 
dency to  convert  religion  into  a  trade^  and  grievously  to  impede  the  diffusion  of  rital 
Christianity. 

We  also  deem  the  compulsory  support  of  the  ministers  of  any  church,  and  of  an 
ecclesiastical  system  connected  therewith,  to  be  opposed  to  that  liberty  which  the  Gos- 
pel confers ;  and,  when  claimed  from  those  who  conscientiously  dissent  from  that 
church,  to  be  a  violation  of  the  conmion  principles  of  justice. 

Observing  with  satis&ction  that  the  subject  of  Tithes  and  other  ecclesiastical  de- 
mands is  likely  to  come  under  the  deliberate  review  of  the  Legislature,  we  consider 
this  to  be  the  proper  time  for  representing  to  Parliament,  these  oiur  Christian  prin- 
ciples ;  and  we  respectfully  beseech  the  House  of  Commons,  not  to  rest  satisfied  with 
any  modification  of  the  present  system,  but  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  entire  re- 
moval of  all  such  imposts. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  bound  to  express  to  Parliament  our  heartfelt  prayer,  that 
Almighty  God  may  bless  and  preserve  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  our  coun- 
try, and  may  direct  all  their  counsels  fbr  the  happiness  of  the  nation,  for  the  welfare 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  for  his  own  glory. 

Signed  bff  Six  Hundred  and  Seventy-nine  Members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
from  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

London^  Sd  of  Sixth  Manthy  IB33. 
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A  Hand-wbitiwo  on  thb  Wall  to  the  Whigs. — Never  were  men  so 
expert  at  a  blunder^  so  uniformly  successful  in  sticking  their  own  mea- 
Bures,  as  his  Majesty's  Whig  Ministers.  As  sure  as  they  bring  in  a  bill, 
it  will  be  sticked  ;  at  least  if  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  have  any 
particular  connexion  with  it.  It  is  surprising  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
will  not  learn  to  be  more  cautious.  Advices  and  remonstrances  seem 
to  be  lost  upon  him.  The  press  has  been  for  some  time  very  unequi- 
vocally telling  his  Lordship  the  opinion  of  him^  as  a  Mmister,  entertain^ 
ed  by  the  public. 

«  It  tauld  thee  that  thou  wast  a  slcellum, 
A  blethiin*,  bothering,  blundering  blellum.** 

Nay^  the  walls  of  London  seem  to  have  conspired  to  add  their  silent 
admonitions  to  the  cautions  showered  upon  his  Lordship  and  his  col- 
leagues from  so  many  more  sentient  quarters.  At  the  comer  of  almost 
every  street  or  public  buildings  the  emphatic  caution  *'  Stick  no  Bills,"  or 
Btill  more  eraphfttically,  "  Bill-Stickebs  !  Beware  !''  meets  the  passen- 
ger's  eyes.  The  very  stones  cry  out  against  Ministers.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  these  mural  warnings  are  meant  for  the  Whig  Ministers,  and, 
in  a  particular  manner,  for  my  Lord  Althorp  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  who  may  be  said  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Bill-Stick ers  of  the 
Empire.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  the  Bill-Stickers,  so  emphatically 
cautioned,  are  commonly  understood  to  be  a  different  class  from  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  ;  men  whose  business  it  is  to  do  what  they  are 
here  forbidden.  TKere  is  such  a  class  of  men,  we  know ;  but  they  can- 
not  be  said  to  be  the  only  BilUStickers  addressed ;  for,  strictly  speaking, 
these  men  and  his  Majesty's  Whig  Ministers  belong  to  the  same  class. 
If  any  man  deny  this,  we  ask  him.  Is  it  not  the  business  of  the  one  set 
of  men  to  stick  bills,  and  is  it  not  true  of  the  other  set,  that  they  do 
nothing  else !  Was  ever  demonstration  plainer  }  It  is  very  possible  that 
the  painters  of  these  cautions,  which  so  abound  in  every  part  of  the 
metropolis,  had  no  more  notion  of  the  whole  meaning  of  the  w^ords  that 
arose  under  their  brush,  than  the  prophets  of  old  understood  the  fuU 
extent  of  their  own  prophecies.  But  we  ask  Lord  Althorp  and  the 
Lord  Advocate,  if  ever  the  words,  "  Stick  no  Bills,"  flash  upon  their  eyes, 
as  they  turn  a  corner,  without  conscience  applying  the  impressive  admo- 
nition to  themselves ;  or  whether  they  ever  behold  the  omijious  ''  Bill- 
Stickers !  Beware  !"  without  feeling  it  to  be  a  hand-writing  on  the  wall 
plainly  directed  against  them,  and  surely  foretelling  the  downfall  of 
Whiggery?  If  we  have  skill  in  divination,  their  Lordships  and  the 
"Whig  party  have  been  weighed  in  the  balance,  and  found  wanting. 

The  Scotch  Law  Commission. — Great  and  numerous  have  beenfthe 
complaints  of  the  delay  and  expense  of  law  proceedings  of  late  years, 
and  every  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  lessen  that  delay  and  expense 
has  increased  the  evil.  Another  commission  has  been  issued  to  investi« 
gate  the  matter,  which  the  Whigs  have  very  considerately  confined  to 
members  of  the  two  great  law  corporations  of  this  city,  the  principal 
gainers  by  the  present  expensive  system.  These  gentlemen  are  to  take 
into  consideration  during  the  autumn,  the  means  of  keeping  money  out  of 
their  own  pockets  by  proceedings  at  law.  The  project  is  a  hopeless  one, 
and  no  one  has  any  doubt  about  the  issue.       Everything  will  be  repre* 
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cented  as  amazingly  well  as  it  \^,  and  that  nothing  farther  than  a  little 
/Cobbling  is  required.  It  seems  to  be  forgot  that  a  counsel  and  a  client 
look  at  law  transactions  in  a  very  different  point  of  view.  What  is  ruin 
to  the  one  is  gain  to  the  other ;  and  had  the  Ministry  an  honest  intention 
of  reforming  the  abuses  of  the  law,  they  would  have  had  clients  as  well 
as  counsel  and  agents  on  the  commission.  Why  have  not  some  of  our 
bankers  and  merchants  been  named  commissioners  ?  It  was  to  mercan- 
tile men  that  we  owe  the  system  of  sequestrations  which,  defective  as  it 
is.  has  been  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  country.  The  lawyers  set 
their  face  against  it.  Why  have  none  of  our  country  practitioners  been 
appointed  ?  Is  it  feared  that  our  local  courts  may  be  made  too  efficient^ 
and  the  Edinburgh  monopoly  damaged  ? 

Breach  of  Privilege. — *'  Unless  the  speech  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  had  been  most  strangely  misrepresented  in  all  the  ordinary 
vehicles  of  public  information/'  remarked  Lord  Ellenbbrough^  the  other 
night  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  with  reference  to  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  '^  then,"  &c.  Can  there  be  any  humbug  more 
.solemnly  ridiculous  than  the  eternal  nonsense  sputtered  forth  every 
now  and  then  by  those  "  reverend,  grave,  and  potent  Seignors,"  who  do 
ns  the  favour  to  legislate  for  us,  about  newspaper  reports  constituting 
breaches  of  privilege  ?  Is  it  not  universally  known  and  admitted,  that 
aiU  the  eloquence,  statements  of  fact,  hard  words,  and  lip  patriotism, 
continually  exhibited  within  the  walls  of  either  House,  are  especially 
addressed  to  that  much-stigmatized  race,  tlie  **  Gentlemen  of  the  Press," 
and  through  them  to  the  dirty  public  P  And  yet  if  a  Noble  Baron  or 
Honourable  and  Learned  Gentleman  find  a  parenthetical  Q*  laugh")  or 
("  cough")  connected  with  his  over-night  oration,  up  he  starts  "  in  his 
place,"  denouncing  the  poor  Editor,  and  calling  upon  Parliament  to 
visit  him  with  condign  punishment,  for  ''  one  of  the  grossest  breaches 
of  the  privilege  of  their  honourable  House  which  he  ever  remembered  to 
have  witnessed."  But  if  he  finds  the  reported  speech  of  a  Secretary  of 
State  in  a  daily  newspaper,  the  literal  quotation  of  which  may  chance 
to  serve  his  turn  in  opposition,  who  so  ready  as  he  to  drag  from  his 
pocket  the  sevenpenny  record,  and  out  of  its  columns  condemn  the 
miserable  man  in  office  ?     Sad  trash  this  to  a  plain  mind  ! 

THE   TORIES   AND   THE   FACTORY    QUESTION. 

There  is  something  most  exquisitely^absurd  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Tories  regarding  the  Ten  Hours*  Bill  and  the  Factory  Commission. 
They  have  suddenly  discovered  that  it  is  a  shocking  thing  to  over- 
work and  maltreat  little  children  ;  and  accordingly  they  all  raise  their 
voices  in  a  grand  chorus,  and  call  for  Reform, — a  word  not  in  gene- 
ral very  agreeable  to  Tory  ears.  Lord  Ashley  caught  up  the  cry  from 
Mr.  Sadler,  and  it  is  trumpeted  forth  by  the  Standard  in  its  grandilo- 
quent language,  which  is  echoed  by  the  Albion  and  Ouardian  Ledger. 
Not  only  this,  but  they  would  fain  persuade  the  people  of  England  that 
the  Tories  are  the  only  persons  who  have  any  love  for  humanity,  or 
sympathy  for  sufferings ;  and  they  would  even  cast  reproach  and  ridi- 
cule on  the  opponents  of  negro  slavery,  as  careless  of  the  interests  of 
their  own  countrymen.  All  this  would  be  very  amusing,  if  it  were  not 
part  of  a  deep,  and,  as  they  think,  cunningly.laid  scheme  to  deceive  the 
people,  and,  in  the  hopes  that  their  former  doings  will  be  forgotten,  to 
bring  about  their  return  to  office.  But  the  people  of  England  are  too 
old  birds  to  be  caught  with  such  chaff.  The  trick  is  too  obvious  and 
unblushing  to  deceive  the  veriest  goose  who  ever  owned  an  addle-pated 
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brain.  Tory  miirule  is  not  jet  forgotten ; — they  muBt  wait  some  time 
ere  that  come  to  pass.  If  the  Tories  have  ever  really  felt  any  sjrmpathy 
for  the  children  in  the  cotton  factories^  how  comes  it  that  we  have 
never  heard  of  it  before  now  ?  During  the  many  years  that  they  ruled 
omnipotent,  were  no  opportunities  offered  to  remove  this  crying  evil, 
wliich  makes  their  blood  now  curdle  with  horror  ?  Is  it  only  since  1830 
that  they  have  heard  of  the  strap  and  the  billy-roller  ?  Did  tyranny 
not  exist  in  the  halcyon  days  of  Tory  rule  ?  Were  there  no  Sadlers 
and  Ashleys  in  the  time  of  Liverpool  and  Wellington,  to  make  the 
voice  of  the  "  white  slaves"  be  heard  within  the  walls  of  the  Hoijse  of 
Commons  ?  Or  was  it,  that  these  atrocities,  of  which  they  now  speak 
with  such  well-affected  horror,  were,  by  some  secret  machinations,  hid 
from  their  eyes  while  they  were  in  office,  though  now  they  haunt  their 
waking  visions  and  sleeping  dreams  ?  No  words  are  strong  enough  now 
to  depict  their  horror  of  factory  tyrants,  and  their  hatred  towards  those 
who  would  withhold,  even  for  a  day,  the  blessings  of  freedom  from  the 
unhappy  victims.  Was  it  that  of  old  a  secret  spell  enchained  their 
tongues,  although  perhaps  their  feelings  were  equally  sensitive  ?  But 
they  have  carried  their  cunning  a  little  too  far.  They  have  shewn  the 
cloven  foot.  By  their  endeavours  to  throw  the  whole  blame  of  the  fac- 
tory commission  on  the  Ministry,  they  shew  that  their  only  wish  is  to 
turn  the  Whigs  out,  and  then  walk  into  their  places.  But  we  can  assure 
them  that  though  the  Whigs  may  go  out,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  the  Tories  will  come  in.  The  promise  of  a  Tory  out  of  office  is  as 
bad  as  that  of  a  ^Vhig — perhaps  worse.  If  the  working  classes  be  ca- 
joled and  deceived  by  the  hollow  sympathy  of  the  Tories,  they  are  not 
what  we  take  them  for.  If  the  Tories  mount  again  into  power,  by  vir. 
tue  of  such  pretences  as  the  Factory  Bill,  the  people  of  England  deserve 
to  suffer  under  another  period  of  Tory  misrule,  as  long  and  as  dreary  as 
the  last. 

But  there  is  another  and  a  very  different  reason  which  induces  the 
Tories  to  take  up  this  question  so  keenly :  they  wish  to  turn  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  people  from  the  cause  of  the  evil  to  the  effect.  Why  are 
children  overworked  in  the  manufactories  ?  Because  their  parents  are 
starving.  Why  are  the  working  classes  starving  ?  Because  there  is  a 
saw  which  enacts  that  they  shall  not  exchange  the  produce  of  their  labour 
for  food.  This  law  was  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tory  aristocracy; 
and,  until  it  be  repealed,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  much  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  factory  children.  As  the  law  at  present  stands,  they  are 
starved  and  hard.worked  too.  If  the  Factory  Bill  were  passed,  they 
would  be  starved,  without  being  overworked.  The  latter  is  certainly  a 
more  desirable  state  than  the  former ;  but  still  the  radical  evil  is  that 
they  are  starved.  Remove  the  Corn  Laws,  which  prevent  the  labourer 
from  procuring  food,  and  there  will  then  be  no  necessity  for  a  law  to 
prevent  children  being  overworked ;  for  this  plain  reason,  that  there 
will  be  no  reason  for  overworking  them.  If  a  man  were  seen  flogging  a 
starved  horse  to  make  him  work  harder,  some  humane  individuals 
might  step  in  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  whip ;  but  the  best  way  to  do  so 
would  be  to  supply  the  horse  with  food,  when  he  would  be  able  to  do  the 
work  without  being  flogged.  The  case  of  the  manufacturers  differs 
little  from  this.  But  the  Tories  take  good  care  not  to  point  out  this  view 
of  the  question,  because  the  Com  Laws  were  enacted  for  their  benefit. 
They  prefer  haranguing  about  the  tyranny  of  the  masters,  and  th« 
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wretchedness  of  the  children^  when  it  is  entirely  owing  to  them  that 
there  is  any  necessity  either  for  the  tyranny  or  the  wretchedness. 

We  are  certainly  much  surprised  at  the  apathy  shown  regarding  the 
Corn  Laws.  Until  they  be  repealed^  misery  must  exist  to  a  very  great 
extent^  because  there  is  neither  employment  nor  food  for  the  many  who 
are'shut  up  in  this  island.  If  but  one-fourth  of  the  energy  shewn  dur. 
ing  the  progress  of  the  Reform  Bill  had  been  exerted  against  the  Corn 
Laws^  these  odious  statutes  would  have  been  long  since  repealed.  Much 
of  this  apathy  is  due  to  the  state  of  ignorance  in  which  the  people  have 
been  kept.  Now  that  the  light  of  knowledge  is  beginning  to  be  more 
universally  spread  abroad^  let  the  working  classes  agitate,  agitate — send 
up  petition  after  petition  against  the  Corn  Laws^  and  never  rest  till 
they  be  free  to  procure  their  food  at  those  markets  where  they  can  buy 
cheapest. 

Edinburgh  Review,  No.  CXVI.  for  July.  This  periodical  has  come  out 
just  as  our  last  sheet  is  going  to  press.  We  have  had  time  to  glance  at 
only  one  article^  "  Complaints  and  Proposals  regarding  Taxation."  The 
scope  and  tendency  of  this  article  may  be  expressed  in  four  words^ 
''  Taxes  as  they  are  !**  Though  objectionable  in  some  of  its  details,  the 
System  of  Taxation  in  this  country  is  bottomed  on  sound  principles^  says 
the  sapient,  and  candid,  and  patriotic  reviewer.  We  differ  so  much  from 
this  worthy  Whig  as  to  denounce  the  System  which  he  upholds,  as  a 
complex  and  expensive  system  of  swindling,  by  which  a  heavy  burden  is 
laid  on  the  middle  classes  and  the  poor,  while  the  rich  comparatively 
escape.  For  proof  of  this,  we  refer  to  the  articles  on  Taxation,  the  Com 
Laws,  &c.,  which  have  appeared  in  this  Magazine ;  and  to  the  admirable 
papers  published  as  supplements  to  the  Spectator,  These  papers  of  the 
Spectator  contain  the  most  masterly  dissection  of  our  precious  system  of 
taxation  we  have  seen.  As  they  can  be  had  for  a  mere  trifle,  they 
should  be  in  every  tax-payer's  hands. 

By  the  way,  how  comes  it  that,  while  so  many  important  questions  are  un- 
der discussion,  and  so  many  more  inevitably  to  be  discussed  soon,  the  Ediru 
burgh  Review  has  not  a  word  to  say  on  one  of  them  ?  The  number  just 
out  contains  the  single  political  article  which  we  have  designated 
"  Taxes  as  they  are  !"  Are  there,  now  that  the  Whigs  are  in  office,  no 
great  political  truths  to  be  advocated  ?  Are  there  no  political  errors  to  be 
exposed  ?  Are  there  no  Tory  frauds,  no  popular  delusions,  to  unveil  ?  We 
like  not  this  silence  of  a  political  teacher.  If  the  Edinburgh  Review's 
pretensions  in  that  capacity  are  now  abandoned,  we  call  upon  it,  as  the 
avowed  organ  of  the  Whig  party,  to  stand  by  its  colours,  and  advocate 
Whig  policy  with  all  its  might.  We  wish  to  see  what  the  Whigs  have 
to  say  for  themselves.    Speak,  Whigs,  that  we  may  know  you  ! 

PoijItical  EcoNOSfY. — Among  the  advertisements  of  the  day,  there  is 
one  announcing  the  publication  of  "  A  Letter  to  the  late  Lord  Liver- 
pool," on  Population  Intricacies  I  This  is  indeed  a  startler.  Wliat  the 
author^  in  the  fecundity  of  his  imagination  may  expect  to  result  from 
his  proposed  correspondence  with  the  dead,  is  somewhat  more,  we  think, 
than  can  be  divined  by  the  living.     It  is  a  grave  subject  we  allow. 

Adoption. — There  is  something  exceedingly  rich  also  in  an  advertise- 
ment that  has  been  '^  running  the  rounds"  lately.  It  informs  all  charita- 
bly disposed  persons,  having  no  children  of  their  own,  and  desirous  of 
adopting  others,  that  a  couple  of  fine  cherry-cheeked  rogues,  of  sweet 
temper,  &o.  may  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  advertiser ! 
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The  iMPRiseNMENTS  OF  S11.V10  Pellico.    Wliittaker^  Treacher,  &  Co.  i 

London. 

There  may  be  a  half  dozen  times  in  e^ery  year,  when  the  conductor  of 
8  Magazine  may  be  pardoned  for  wishing  the  work  all  review  ;  for  in- 
stance, when  a  choice  morsel  of  autobiography,  like  these  memoirs,  falls 
into  his  hands,  and  he  is  compelled  to  stifle  the  thoughts  and  feelings 
which  it  inspires,  and  merely  to  say  that  there  is  such  a  work  in  existence. 

Silvio  Pellico  is  a  native  of  Piedmont,  celebrated  throughout  Italy  as 
the  author  of  the  tragedy  of  Francesa  da  Rimini.  In  1820,  he  resided 
in  the  house  of  Count  Porro  at  Milan,  as  the  brother  of  the  father,  and 
the  friend  and  tutor  of  the  sons.  Despotic  governments  seldom  can  endure 
men  of  talents,  unless  they  have  bought  them.  Pellico,  with  many  of  his 
more  distinguished  countrymen,  became  victims  of  the  jealous  policy  of 
the  Austrian  government.  He  was  suspected  of  belonging  to  the  Car- 
bffnariy  arrested,  and  after  a  tedious  confinement,  first  at  Milan,  and 
afterwards  under  the  leaden  roofs  of  the  State  prisons  of  Venice,  tried 
and  condemned  to  fifteen  years  of  severe  imprisonment  in  the  fortress 
of  Spielberg,  in  Moravia.  After  ten  years'  imprisonment,  his  sentence 
was,  in  1830,  graciously  remitted ;  and  he  was  permitted  to  return  to 
Italy.  His  work  is  the  narrative  of  this  melancholy  confinement ;  the 
history  of  his  fellow  prisoners ;  and  a  revelation  of  the  secrets  of  his  pri-< 
son  house.  It  is  full  of  interest,  and  even  of  adventure  and  character ; 
though  composed  in  a  tone  of  enthusiasm,  and  vehement  sensibility 
which  does,  at  times,  rather  distance  our  slow-paced  insular  sympathies. 
Let  those  who  tell  us  of  the  paternal  government  of  Austria,  of  the 
mildness  which  tempers  its  despotism,  read  tl^  memoir  of  Pellico,  and  of 
the  other  Italian  state  prisoners,  who  were  either  executed  or  consigned 
to  dungeons.  Many  traits  of  a  lovely  humanity  were  displayed  even  in 
these  dungeons.  The  unfortunate  Italian  prisoners  were  objects  of  com. 
passion  and  respect  to  their  Austrian  guards  and  jailors.  It  was  not 
thought  so  very  deep  a  crime  for  a  man  to  conspire  for  the  freedom  of 
his  native  land. 

Fox's  Monthly  Rbpositort.    Fox  :  London. 

This  London  periodical  is  less  known  in  Scotland  than  it  ought  to  be  ; 
as  we  are  certain  that  there  are  many  individuals  among  us  who  would 
admire  its  vigour  and  ability,  and  heartily  approve,  the  principles  it 
inculcates.  The  editor  is  a  Unitarian  pastor  of  high  talent ;  but  the 
work,  which  is  devoted  to  morals,  politics,  and  literature,  keeps  free 
of  all  sectarian  controversy.  This  is  a  publication  which  never  sacri- 
fices truth  to  party-feeling  or  party-favour;  and  one  which,  steadily 
keeping  the  right  path,  has  advanced  beyond  the  age. 

Till  Popular  Encyclopedia.    Blackie  and  Son :  Glasgow. 

This  work,  of  which  a  few  Parts  have  appeared,  is  a  reprint  of  the 
American  edition  of  the  celebrated  German  Conversations  Lexicon, 
with  such  additions  as  make  it  suitable  to  Britain.  It  is  edited  by  Dr. 
Thonson,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Glasgow;  and  if  kept  within  due 
bounds,  and  not  allowed  to  shoot  out  and  burgeon  in  particular  direc- 
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tions^  to  the  injury  or  weakening  of  the  parent  etem^  which  should  nou- 
rish alike  all  the  fruit-hearing  branches^  it  must  prove  a  useful  and 
excellent  standard  book.    We  trust  to  the  judgment  of  the  Editor  and 
publishers  for  holding  the  balance  steady. 

Shipwrecks  and  Disasters  at  Sea.   Constable's  Miscellany^  Vols.  78^79. 

Whittaker^  Treacher,  &  Co. :  London. 

These  two  volumes  form  an  interesting  addition  to  this  Miscellany. 
They  are  an  appropriate  continuation  to  the  Narratives,  in  an  early 
volume,  of  the  loss  of  the  Medusa,  the  Pandora,  and  the  Antelope ;  and 
form  a  kind  of  popular  history  of  maritime  'disasters,  than  which  we 
know  not  a  more  exciting  and  interesting  species  of  reading.  These 
volumes  are  neatly  embellished  with  numerous  wooden  cuts. 

M'Phun's  Guide  through  Glasgow. 

Many  thanks  to  Mr.  M'Phun ;  none  of  us  need  lose  ourselves  in 
Glasgow  again,  nor  yet  our  places  in  the  many  stages  and  steamers  that 
start  from  that  busy  city.  Stow  his  little  volume  into  your  waistcoat 
pocket,  and  it  will  act  like  a  pocket-compass  in  piloting  you ;  and  if  at 
odd  half-hours  you  weary,  take  it  out,  and  it  will  amuse  you  like  a  mu- 
sical snuff-box. 

Lady  Morgan's  Dramatic  Scenes  from  Real  Life. 

It  is  not  a  little,  but  a  very  great  deal  provoking,  to  be  thus  baulked 
on  the  first  opportunity,  that — under  cover  of  the  Chancellor's  wig — we 
have  yet  had  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Lady  Morgan.  At  the  very 
moment  our  foot  is  on  board  the  steamer  packet,  Simpkin-and-Marshall 
bound,  her  Ladyship  touches  Newhaven  pier.  AVe  have,  however,  seen 
her  suit  j  and,  en  passant,  enjoyed  one  broad  laugh  with  Mrs.  Quigley 
and  our  half-country-man  Galbraith ;  nodded  to  Father  Phil ;  made  a 
distant  reconnaisance  of  Mrs.  Primmer  ;  and  received  one  bright  intelli- 
gent look  from  Mrs.  O'Neal,  which  leads  us  to  hope  for  better  luck  in 
September,  should  her  Ladyship,  before  that  sporting  era,  not  have  taken 
wing  in  some  new  direction. 

Reekiana,  or  Minor  Antiquities  of  Edinburgh.     By  the  author  of 
the  "  Traditions  of  Edinburgh."     Chambers  :  Edinburgh. 

This  pleasant  little  volume,  is  the  fragments  of  that  feast  which  Mr. 
R.  Chambers  spread  before  the  public,  some  years  back,  in  his  very 
amusing  work,  "  Traditions  of  Edinburgh."  Everyman,  of  any  experience, 
knows  that  the  fragmentary  feast  is  often  better  than  the  more  ceremo- 
nious banquet.  Unhappily,  we  cannot  so  late  in  the  month  sit  in.  Neither 
can  we  give  it  up ;  especially  as  Mr.  Chambers  announces  this  as  his/oy  y 
his  final  and  farewell  entertainment ;  previous  to  entering  on  ''  the  pur- 
suit of  literary  objects  of  more  extensive  utility."  In  the  meantime  we 
may  just  notice  that  here  again  is  the  West-Bow  Head,  Major  Weir, 
Tarn  o'  the  Cowgate, — and  that  in  more  modern  days  we  have  Catharine 
Nairne,  Mungo  Campbell,  and  Deacon  Brodie.  There  are  some  good 
wood  engravings  in  the  volume — correct  likenesses  of  auld  biggins.  But 
we  must  return  to  enjoy  a  closer  inspection. 

Valpy's  Shakspeare. 
This  classic  edition  of  our  great  national  classic  has  now  advanced  to 
the  IX.  volume ;  maintaining,  unimpaired,  the  high  character  with  which 
it  commenced.  The  plays  in  this  volume  are  Richard  the  III.  and  Henry 
the  VIII.  The  twelve  illustrative  etchings  are  alternately  splendid  or 
spirited. 


602  Literary  Regiiter, 

Thb  SmixEY  Papers.    Whittaker^  Treacher^  &  Co. :  Londoo. 

Thb  Memoir  of  Shelley^  by  Medwin^  with  several  interesting  original 
poemsj  which  appeared  at  intervals  in  the  periodicals^  are  here  collected 
into  a  little  volume,  which  those  who  loved  the  man,  and  admired  his 
genius,  will  peruse  with  great  interest.  The  numbers  of  both  classes 
are  every  day  increasing. 

Improveitent  of  Society  bt  the  Diffusion  op  Knowledge. 
By  Dr.  Dick.    -Waugh  and  Innes :    Edinburgh. 

This  is  a  volume  overflowing  with  valuable  matter.  Science  and  phi- 
losophy are  brought  forward  as  the  pioneers  of  social  improvement ;  and 
it  is  next  shown  how  the  knowledge  they  diffuse  would  re-act  in  facilitat- 
ing their  farther  onward  progress.  The  pleasures  of  science,  its  influence 
in  promoting  the  comforts  of  society  and  in  strengthening  moral  princi- 
ple, are  expatiated  upon,  and  also  the  utility  of  knowledge  in  relation  to 
religious  belief  and  Christian  duty.  Dr.  Dick  has  adopted  several  stories 
of  the  French  philosophers,  as  authentic,  which  many  persons  consider 
very  apocryphal. 

Waltsburo  :  a  Tale  of  the  Sixteenth  Century. 
Whittaker,  Treacher,  &  Co. :  London.  3  vols. 
With  a  domestic  German  story  of  the  era  of  the  Lutheran  Reforma- 
tion, the  escapes  nnd  adventures  of  Martin  Luther,  the  great  Reformer, 
are  interwoven.  This  tale,  which  is  exceedingly  pleasant  in  its  construc- 
tion and  its  flow,  inculcates  a  noble  moral, — charity — ^toleration.  Ka- 
trine, the  married  nun,  the  heroic  wife  of  Luther,  on  several  occasions 
saves  the  life  of  the  Cardinal  St.  Elma,  and  other  bigoted  Romanists. 
The  great  herisarch  himself  stands  forward  as  the  champion  of  huma- 
nity,  and  protects  his  persecutors ;  who  are  at  length  subdued  by  the 
splendid  virtues  of  his  wife,  and  by  his  noble  forbearance,  and  superi- 
ority to  vengeful  feeling.  In  the  conclusion,  the  Catholic  Baron  Cyril, 
converted  to  liberality  and  toleration,  but  strictly  maintaining  his  own 
religious  opinions,  marries  his  fair  cousin,  a  confirmed  Protestant*  At 
the  wedding,  the  Cardinal  St.  Elma,  and  Martin  Luther,  and  his  wife, 
stood  side  by  side  ;  and  a  Catholic  priest  performed  the  ceremony,  which 
Luther  repeated.  These  are  but  small  incidents  in  a  Tale  which  will 
otherwise  be  a  treat  to  all  regular  novel-readers. 

The  Christian's  Manual,  or  the  Bible  its  own  Interpreter. 
Smith,  Elder,  &  Co. :  London. 
This  volume  has,  for  its  leading  object,  the  instruction  and  guidance 
of  believers ;  more  especially  the  young  and  unlearned.  It  exhibits 
faithful  collations  of  texts,  and  explains  points  of  doctrine,  and  rules  of 
practice,  by  arranging  all  the  scriptural  evidences  which  bear  upon  them 
under  one  head.  The  several  points  are  again  arranged  alphabetically. 
The  Scriptures  are  thus  made  their  own  gloss  and  commentary.  The 
idea,  though  not  original,  we  believe,  is  good ;  and  the  performance  is 
equal  to  it.  The  work  is  very  neatly  printed,  in  double  columns,  and 
must  form  an  useful,  as  it  is  an  excellent  book  for  easy  constant  reference. 
It  deserves  to  be  known. 

Readings  for  Sunday  Eveninos.    Oliver  and  Boyd :   Edinburgh. 
This  work  is  extracted  from  the  most  popular  sermons  of  the  eminent 
divines  of  the  last  century  ;  a  few  passages  from  Sir  H.  Moncreiff  form, 
ing  the  only  exception.    Barrow,  Seeker,  and  Seed,  are  frequently  drawn 
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Ul^on.  The  whole-  matter  in  dear  and  practical.  Having  eit«4  it« 
■ources,  we  need  not  say,  that  it  is  la  every  respect  unexceptionable  ; 
aad  well  adapted  to  its  serious  and  important  purpose. 

\  Letter  Addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  in  1832 ;  showing  that 
UNJUST  TAXATION  is  tlie  cause  of  the  evils  complained  of.  Reprinted 
with  additions,  1833.  London:  E.Wilson  and  J.  Ridgway;  pp.69. 
Tbis  pamphlet  is  devoted  to  the  upholding  of  the  justice  and  e^e- 
diency  of  a  direct  graduated  tax  upon  income ;  and,  without  giving  an 
opinion  respecting  the  whole  of  the  author's  propositions,  we  beg  to  irOr 
commend  it  to  the  attention  of  those  multitudes  who  have  been  driven  tP 
turn  their  most  serious  thoughts  to  such  subjects,  by  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  of  a  free  nation,  possessed  of  all  the  advantages  of  which  a  peOv 
pie  could  be  possessed,  rapidly  hastening  to  decline.  The  inconveniencen 
of  the  indirect  system  of  taxation,  are  here  admirably  exposed,  as  we]] 
aa  its  hideous  injustice.  They  talk  of  the  difficulty  of  imposing  and  coL 
lecting  direct  taxes  !  There  seems  no  difficulty  however-^recognisablf 
at  least  by  our  statesmen — in  the  glaring  fact,  that  the  working  xom 
just  now  pays,  at  least,  five  times  his  due  proportion !  The  immense 
weight  is  laid  upon  the  very  springs  of  the  social  life, — the  vital  powera 
are  obstructed,  and  no  wonder  that  the  remoter  functions  are  therefor^ 
conducted  but  languidly.  Thebaseof  the  pillar  is  being  ground  to  dust.  If 
the  abrasion  continues  much  longer,  we  shall  begin  to  fear  for  the  erect- 
ness  of  the  "  Corinthian  Capital." 

The  Voice  of  Humanity.  Nesbitt,  London. 
The  Society  for  promoting  rational  humanity  to  animals,  has  publitdied 
A  third  Volume,  consisting  of  their  proceedings,  and  containing  facte* 
essays,  poems,  and  anecdotes,  promotive  of  the  humane  objects  of  the 
ussociation.  These  objects  we  formerly  explained.  They  are  such  up 
Reserve  the  countenance  and  support  of  all  who  desire  to  see  the  con^ 
dition  of  man  and  beast  ameliorated ;  for  all  vice  being  reactivej  cruelty 
te  animals  is  even  more  hateful,  on  account  of  its  hardening  and  bru- 
l^li^ng  the  inflictor,  than  on  account  of  the  torture  to  which  the  dnmb 
Y  ctim  is  subjected.    There  are  some  horrible  facts  in  this  volume. 

The  Loom  and  the  Luooer.    By  Mise  Mabtikbav. 

Fox:  Paternoster-Row. 

Many  of  those  who  differ  the  most  widely  with  Miss  Martineau  in  her 
Malthusian  and  extreme  Anti-Foor.law  opinions,  will  yet  cordially  agree 
with  her  in  the  object  of  this  tale — Free  Trade,  The  specific  object  of 
7%e  Loam  and  the  Lugger ^  is  the  Silk  Trade;  of  which,  under  many  dis. 
advantages,  so  fair  an  experiment  has  been  made  before  our  eyes,  tibat 
it  scarcely  needed  further  advocacy.  The  success  which,  in  so  few  y^x%» 
has  attended  a  partial  relaxation  in  this  one  branch  of  trade,  must  have 
inflicted  a  staggering  blow  on  the  sturdiest  of  the  sticklers  for  the  old 
bandages. 

To  us  it  appears,  that  Miss  Martineau,  and  the  advocates  of  fr^ 
Trade,  have  never  yet  made  one  great  fundamental  principle  suA- 
eiently  plain  to  the  honest  among  the  Oppositionists.  Many  of  them 
are  humane,  benevolent,  and  conscientious  persons.  They  witness  severe 
distress  following  changes  in  the  regulations  of  trade, — ^bankruptcies,"** 
loss  of  capital, — and,  what  is  worse,  misery,  discontent,  and  destitution, 
wnoog  those  operatives  who  are  immediately  affected  by  the  alterations 
whieh  they  hear  so  lauded.    They  are  not  accustomed  to  the  investigi- 
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tion  of  first  principles ;  and  it  ought  at  once  to  be  conceded  to  them, 
that  the  changes  which  they  deprecate  are  really  attended  by  much  of 
the  misery  they  allege ;  that  some  temporary  privation,  if  not  absolute 
ruin  to  many  individuals,  is  their  necessary  consequence.  But  why  ? 
Because^-and  this  is  what  ought  to  be  constantly  kept  in  view,  explained, 
and  enforced — because  Fbee  Tbaob  in  Food  was  not  at  once  made  the 
BASIS  qf  Free  Trade  in  every  other  commodity, 

'  This  was  a  stretch  of  justice  upon  which  Mr.  Huskisson,  when  he  par- 
tially threw  open  the  silk  manufacture,  durst  not  venture.  This  is  a  stretch 
on  which  we  fear  few  English  statesmen  will  ever  venture,  without  urgent 
enforcement ;  and  till  this  massive  and  safe  foundation  of  all  freedom  in 
trade  is  established,  we  must  not  be  surprised  to  find  many  intelligent,  as 
"well  as  kind-hearted  persons,  demurring  to  a  tampering  with  every  other 
branch  of  traffic ;  or  that,  while  admitting  the  doctrines  and  the  premises 
of  the  Political  Economists,  they  shrink  from  their  harsh  and  rapid  con« 
elusions.  In  the  Loom  and  the  Lugger y  which,  being  interpreted,  means  the 
Silk  manufacture,  the  Smuggling  trade  with  France,  and  the  Preventive 
Service,  the  dose  of  wholesome  medicine,  of  restoratives  and  corrobo. 
rants,  is  administered  by  Miss  Martineau  in  so  tempting  a  vehicle,  that 
instead  of  making  any  more  wry  faces,  the  Public  will,  we  believe,  for 
once,  smilingly  swallow  the  prescription,  and  confess  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
remedy. 

CoMJCENTABiES  ON  Ibeland^-7%«  Cloncurry  Prize  Essays. 
By  Mb.  Stanley.  Milliken,  Dublin. 
Tbb  misery  of  Ireland  has  gone  far  to  exhaust  British  sympathy. 
Disgusted  and  irritated  by  the  misrule  and  misery  we  have  helped  to 
perpetuate  in  that  country,  we  turn  from  the  contemplation  of  what  ex- 
cites anger  and  remorse,  where  it  should  lead  to  patient  inquiry  and 
ample  atonement.  In  this  view,  we  rejoice  to  see  any  book  which  forces 
our  attention  upon  the  state  of  Ireland.  The  present  volume  contains 
a  considerable  quantity  of  useful  information  concerning  the  trade  and 
resources  of  Ireland,  and  the  many  causes  which  retard  its  improvement. 
The  author  takes  Mr.  M'CuUoch's  view  of  the  effects  of  absenteeism, 
though  we  do  not  suppose  he  will  gain  many  new  proselytes.  This 
small  volume  may  be  read  with  advantage  by  those  who  would  obtain,  in 
a  compendious  form,  a  knowledge  of  Irish  statistics.  The  writer,  we 
are  much  pleased  to  see,  advocates  a  restricted  legal  provision  for  the 
poor. 

Chabacteb  ;  ob,  Jew  and  Gentile  ;  a  Tale  ;  By  Mrs.  Leman  Grimstone 

2  vols.  Fox,  London. 
Thb  authoress  or  this  tale  is  the  champion  of  her  sex,  the  eloquent 
and  fearless  advocate  of  the  Rights  of  Woman  ;  one  who  admires  an 
independent  and  high-spirited  Vashti  more  than  a  beautiful,  submissive, 
meek,  and  prudent  Esther.  She  is  consequently  a  radical  reformer  of 
the  modern  system  of  female  education ;  a  leveller  of  unjust  masculine 
domination ;  and  a  denouncer  of  all  the  cant  and  conventionality  which 
obstructs  woman's  advancement,  and  woman's  moral  and  intellectual 
equality  and  independence  of  character.  Taken  altogether  this  is  no 
common  tale:  It  is  calculated  to  make  a  sensntion  far  beyond  the 
novel-reading  circles ;  if  it  does  not,  we  know  the  reason  why.  The 
authoress  has  embodied  certain  favourite  opinions  and  pet  prejudices 
under  particular  characters.  Old  Mr.  Coverley,  for  instance,  represents 
a  numerous  and  respectable  sect,  the  opponents  of  all  improven^nt. 
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vbich  they  caU  innovation  or  revolation.  He  is^  especially,  the  opponent 
of  the  monstrous  heresy,  of  the  female  character  heing  capable  of 
exaltation  to  an  equality  with  that  of  her  lord  and  master.  He  is  a  kind 
of  small  Samuel  Johnson ;  less  acute,  but  quite  as  dogmatic  and  preju- 
diced ;  and  his  fierce  encounters  and  skirmishes  with  Mrs.  Lennox,  the 
eloquent  promulgator  and  defender  of  the  New  Lights  produce  many 
amusing,  brilliant,  and  effective  scenes.  The  lady  will  allow  the  nobler 
sex  no  superiority  save  physical  strength.  Physical  beauty  is  conceded, 
even  by  Mr.  Coverley,  to  her  own  kind.  The  phrenological  argument  of 
the  quantity  of  the  male  brain,  she  adroitly  balances  by  the  other  admitted 
element,  the  quality  of  all  brains ;  appearing  to  regard  the  texture  of 
Mr.  Coverley's  brain,  which  must  have  been  a  large  one,  as  very  honey- 
combed, ovfozxy  indeed.  The  old  gentleman  is  forced  to  bring  up  the 
moral  poet  Pope,  and  next  the  apostle  Paul,  to  the  rescue. 

'*' Zoandfl,  madam!*  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  with  uncontroUable  anger,  *Do  you 
mean  to  contravene  St.  Paul,  and  deny  the  Scriptures  ?* 

'''The  old  stronghold,  into  which,*  exclaimed  Agues,  '  the  baffled  controversialist 
retreats  ;  whence  he  silences  those  he  cannot  answer,  and  assails  their  belief  when  he 
cannot  attack  their  understanding.  And  are  you  really  going  to  march  out  Adam 
and  the  Apostles,  with  King  Ahasuerus  at  their  head,  against  me  ?  As  to  the  first 
witness,  let  me  examine  his  character  before  I  admit  his  evidence.  He,  when  he 
erred,  yielded  to  an  inferior  power ;  for  it  was  the  spirit  that  even  God  could  not  con- 
quer that  tempted  Eve,  while  only  a  mere  mortal  solicited  Adam  ;  and  %vhen  he  was 
questioned  as  to  his  disobedience,  how  readily  he  cried  out — *  The  woman  whom  thou 
gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.'  As  he  greedily  partook 
the  fruit,  he  might  have  generously  shared  the  fault.  How  like  dutiful  sons  you  have 
followed  the  example  of  your  father  ever  since !  From  the  co-partnership  of  error  and 
iblly  yon  never  shrink  ;  but  as  for  the  penalty,  you  leave  to  woman  the  full  benefit 
of  ihaU    No,  no ;  as  to  your  great  prototype,  Adam,  Vl\  none  of  him.* 

" '  But  the  Apostles,  madam  !* 

"  '  They  were,*  said  Agnes,  '  men ;  and  though  filled  with  the  divine  doctrine  of  th«ir 
great  Master,  they  could-  not  transmit  it  without  giving  it  a  tinge  from  the  earthly 
vessel  through  which  it  passed.  As  for  him,  who  reigned  from  <  India  unto  Ethiopia,* 
he  proves  to  me  how  little  change  time,  clime,  and  Government  have  efiected  in  men. 
You  will  say,  or  in  woman  either,  when  I  tell  you  that,  under  like  circumstances,  it 
is  highly  probable  I  should  act  like  the  rebellious  VashtL  Every  sect,  my  dear  Mr. 
Coverley,  have  their  own  interpretation  of  Scripture ;  why  not  every  individual  ?  I 
could  show  yon  some  you  would  find  it  easier  to  frown  at  than  refute.  The  world* 
may  yet  see  a  translation  of  the  Scriptures  by  a  woman,  who  may  dstect  more  mie« 
translations  than  even  Mr.  Bellamy.  It  will  be  interesting,  if  not  instructive,  to  col- 
late the  old  and  new  translation.** 

One  almost  regrets  that,  in  the  discussion  of  her  female  systelki  of 
moral  philosophy,  Mrs.  Grimstone  should  have  encumbered  herself  with 
an  involuted,  romantic  plot ;  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  neither  natural 
nor  useful ;  and  which  merely  developes  characters,  in  which  we  can  see 
little  good,  whether  viewing  them  as  foils,  warnings,  or  examples. 

Marmion  Beaucaire,  her  hero,  if  there  be  one,  is  a  kind  of  Byron  ;  an 
illustration  of  a  bad  system  of  moral  education.  But  an  honest  and  fear, 
less  memoir  of  the  latter  personage,  whom  public  justice  ought  to  give 
up  to  female  dissection,  would  have  proved  a  more  effective  lesson. 
When  shall  we  get  the  length  of  honest  memoirs?  We  are,  in  the 
mean  time,  thankful  for  Marmion  Beaucaire.  In  some  of  the  female 
characters  of  this  volume  there  is  exquisite  moral  beauty  and  propriety. 
Magdalene,  the  long.enduring  wife,  whose  mind  is  all  intelligence  and 
benevolence,  while  her  heart  is  full  of  feminine  gentleness,  tenderness, 
and  indulgence,  is  a  very  lovely  character.  Yet  it  is  for  her  children 
she  suffers ;  and  we  are  not  quite  sure  that  the  authoress  is  more  ortho- 
dox on  the  point  of  female  conjugal  submission,  than  on  some  other 
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points  where  she  avows  heresy ;  or  that  either  Una,  with  her  milk^whit* 
lamh,  or  the  patient  Griselda^  would  have  been  her  ideal  of  a  heroine. 

Martin  Doyle's  Collected  Wobks.    Gurry,  Dublin.    Nete  Editiim, 

Mr.  Martin  Doyle  is  now  the  author  of  a  kind  of  £nc)'clopedia  of 
Rural  and  Economical  Knowledge.  He  is  apropos  to  everything;  to 
giving  hints  to  small  farmers,  to  gardeners,  and  to  Irish  cottagers ;  hiaU 
on  health,  on  temperance,  on  morals ;  hints  on  bees;  hints  on  fisheries; 
and  hints  to  Emigrants  to  Upper  Canada.  In  short,  Mr.  Doyle  is  a  uni* 
versal  hinter  ;  and  much  of  gooid  advice  he  has  bestowed  upon  his  own 
countrymen,  may  be  exceedingly  useful  to  ours.  His  hints  are, 
moreover,  conveyed  in  the  lively  familiar  style  which  alone  makes  goed 
advice  palatable.  We  heartily  recommend  the  Herculean  labours  of 
honest  Martin. 

The  Hull  Polish  Record. 

Wb  formerly  mentioned  that  a  literary  association  of  the  friends 
of  Poland — who  are  not  friends  of  Poland  } — publish  a  small  periodi- 
cal in  Hull,  to  spread  information  of  the  condition  and  hopes  of  the 
Polish  cause ;  and  to  record  the  most  remarkable  events  that  occur  in 
that  devoted  country.  The  work  is  so  very  cheap,  (threepence  only) 
that  there  can  be  no  objisct  in  the  publication  but  one.  The  fifth  Num- 
ber is  before  us.  It  contains  several  papers  by  Polish  gentlemen,  exiles 
in  Britain ;  the  translation  of  a  beautiful  poetical  address  to  the  ChiL 
dren  of  Beverley,  by  Dr.  Bo  wring ;  and  an  address  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Polish  Emigration  to  the  people  of  Britain ;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  to  the  Polish  associations  of  Britain,  to  which  all  Britons  belonf 
by  their  sympathies,  though  they  may  not  have  enrolled  their  name.* 

Memorials  op  Oxford.    No.  7. 

The  seventh  number  contains  views  of  th«  exterior  and  interior  of  Si 
Peter's  Church,  and  the  usual  quantity  of  wood-cuts ;  it  would  be  neither 
difficult  nor  injudicious  to  find  exporter  workmen  in  this  department  of 
the  work.  We  have  always  spoken  approvingly  of  it,  and  we  offer  the 
hint  with  the  mont  friendly  intentions.  With  this,  as  with  every  other 
production  submitted  to  our  review,  we  never  wish  to,  and  we  never 
will,  indulge  in  flippant  censure ;  but  where  we  think  a  suggestion  may 
be  profitably  made,  we  shall  endeavour  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
greatest  number  at  the  expense  of  inflicting  individual  injury,  which  is 
at  all  times  painful.  Correction,  wholesomely  administered^  is  sure  alti* 
mately  to  be  profitable  to  all. 

POETRY. 

« 

The  month  has  been  fruitful  in  poetry.     Our  notice  of  most  of  the 
new  aspirants  to  poetic  honours  must  be  brief  and  cursory,  though  several 
among  them  deserve  attention. 
Rhymed  Plea  for  Tolerance  ;  in  two  Dialogues.     Moxon,  London. 

This  is  not  of  the  common  order  of  poetry ;  the  author  of  this  volume, 
in  a  modest  and  sensible  preface,  says,  that  he  does  not  venture  to  call 
his  verses  poetry.  It  is,  however,  seldom  our  happiness,  now-a-days,  to 
*i       '  ■■ "  ' -■■  1,-1—  1,1.  ■ 

•  This  address  appeared  in  the  Edinhur^  Chronieis  of  the  27th  Jhrfy,  We  hop* 
it  will  appear  in  all  the  newspapers. 
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fll^t  iu  with  anything  to  ihach  resembling  what  we  have  been  accustomed^ 
to  t}iink  good  poetry.  He  says  farther,  that  his  verses  will  probably  be 
referred  to  the  class  of  satire.  Tliey  are  precisely  of  the  class  of 
Cowper's  Table-talk,  Expostulation  and  Progress  of  £rror;  moral 
essays  in  verse,  in  which  satire  and  irony  are  not  spared ;  but  of  which 
the  chief  object,  is  the  incubation  of  the  divine  principle  of  religious 
toleration.  The  dialogues  display  an  excellent  spirit,  clear  and  liberal 
views,  and,  with  scholar-like  polish,  poetical  talent  of  that  manly  and 
robust  texture,  which  is  becoming  precious,  in  proportion  to  its  rarity. 
We  pay  the  writer  a  sincere,  if  barren  compliment,  when  we  acknow- 
ledge, that  we  had  misgivings  about  noticing  his  poem  at  all,  with  the 
consciousness^  that  without  room  for  commentary,  and  free  quotation, 
we  could  give  our  readers  no  adequate  idea  of  the  very  high  opinion  we 
imbibed  of  its  merits,  even  on  a  rapid  perusal.  Some  of  those  who 
admire  the  manly  and  well-^disciplined  school  to  which,  we  have  said,  the 
Rhymb1>  Plea  bears  affinity,  may  even,  on  this  hasty  indication,  be 
tempted  to  judge  for  themselves. 

The  Poetical  Works  op  Sir  Walter  Scott.    The  Border 

Minstrelsy* 
This  re-publication  has  not  yet  reached  the  Poetical  Works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  the  Minstrelsy  being  rather  his  revivification  of  the  works  of 
the  elder  bards,  and  unknown  singers  of  his  native  land.  The  Minstrelsy 
is,  however,  not  the  least  important  part  of  the  Poetical  Works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott.  Taking  the  term  in  any  sense,  it  contains  tbe  germ  of  all 
his  poetry,  the  essence  of  all  his  romance  We  are  glad  to  see  this  series 
appearing  in  a  compendious  and  attainable  form.  The  edition  is  neat 
and  compact,  and  is  illustrated  by  the  pencil  of  Turner,  to  whom  Sir 
Walter  himself  pointed  out  the  subjects. 

The  Coronal.    By  Mary  Anns  Browse. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  fairy  tome  is  this,  full  of  gentle  fancies,  and  amiable  and 
pious  thoughts,  and  truths  severe,  drest  iii  pleasing  verse.  The  flowers 
forming  the  Coronal  are  chiefly  hymns  and  paraphrases  on  selected  texts 
of  Scripture. 

Hsruit  op  £skdals6idb,    by  I.  A.  M» 

This  is  another  fair.lady  production,  we  venture  to  say,  though  not 
expressly  told.  The  Hermit  op  Eskdaleside  is  a  romantic  tale,  founded 
on  a  tradition  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  There  are  several  shorter 
tales  and  other  pieces  in  the  volume,  which  give  an  agreeable  idea  of 
the  powers  of  the  authoress. 

The  Mysteries  op  Time;  or,  Banwell  Cave.    A  Poem  in  Six 

Cantos.     Straker,  London. 

This  is  a  didactic,  religious,  and  descriptive  poem,  containing  some 
fine,  and  one  or  two  striking  passages ;  which,  however,  taken  as  a  whole, 
^e  fear  this  impatient  and  impetuous  generation  may  feel  monotonous. 

The  Drsam,  and  other  Poems,  by  Mrs.  George  LBNOX-CoNYNaHAM 

Moxon :  London. 

ThK  lady  with  this  pretty  name  is  a  poetess  of  the  Hemans  and  Landon 
Bchool,  and  withal  a  little  Byronic.  Her  verse  is  flowing  and  graceful, 
without  any  distinguishing  quality,  or  very  marked  characteristic.  He 
would^  however,  be  a  churlish  and  tasteless  critic  who  did  not  admire 
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one  bright  selected  flower^  because  the  meadow  was  enamelled  with 
thousands  boasting  the  same  beautiful  forms  and  brilliant  hues.  One 
poor  specimen  is  all  we  can  give :— « 

WEEP  NOT  FOB  THE  DEAD. 

Not  for  the  dead — ^not  for  the  unconscioot— weep, 
Wboae  country^s  ruin  troubleth  not  their  sleep  : 
There  is  a  mockery  in  the  tears  ye  shed 
For  them  who  from  the  wrath  to  come  hare  fled : 

No !  Weep  not  for  the  dead. 

Your  gprief  afflicts  not  them :  they  do  not  hear 
The  tones  whose  lightest  sound  was  once  so  dear : 
Would  ye  awake  them,  if  ye  could,  to  know 
What  we  thej  loved  and  left  must  undergo  ? 

Wake  not  the  dead  to  wo. 

Weep  ye  not  for  the  dead :  a  blessed  doom 
Hath  closed  on  them  the  portals  of  the  tomb : 
Their  quiet  memory  dreams  not  of  the  past ; 
Their  anchor  through  eternity,  is  fast ; 

Their  changeless  fate  is  cast. 

Weep*  ye  not  for  the  dead : — but  weep,  weep  sore 
For  them  who  go — and  shall  return  no  more : 
Weep  for  the  Tanquished,  captive,  exile  bands, 
Condemned  to  waste  away  la  foreign  lands. 

With  nerveless  hearts  and  hands. 

Weep  for  the  weary,  way-worn,  aged  men 

Who  deemed  they  ue*er  should  leave  their  home  again. 

They  go,  they  go  from  that  belovei  home,— 

They  go  in  distant  dreariness  to  roam, 

And  back  they  shall  not  come. 

Weep  for  the  delicately  nurtured  young. 
Whose  childish  accents  must  renounce  the  tongae 
M.  *~    '  In  which  their  mothers  taught  them  to  lisp  forth 
^    Praise  to  their  God, — good  %vill  to  all  ou  Earth ; 

The  tongue  that  hailed  their  birth. 

Weep  for  the  widowed  bride,  on  whom  the  blight 
Of  desolation  resteth  ;  whose  lifers  light 
Is  quenched  within  the  tomb  of  one  that  lies 
In  the  fallen  land  she  learned  from  him  to  prize,— 

Fallen,  never  to  arise. 

Weep  for  the  brave, — ^the  banished,  baffled  brave^ 

Bereaved  of  all  they  vainly  bled  to  save  ; 

The  brave  who  still  would  gladly  die  to  free 
The  native  country  they  shall  never  see,— 

Dear,  even  in  slavery. 

Weep,  weep  for  these;  but  let  no  senseless  tear 
Flow  for  the  dead.     Exempt  from  grief  and  fear. 
The  land  that  bore  them  pilloweth  their  head  ; 
Their  graves  among  their  fathei-s*  graves  are  spread : 

Then  weep  not  for  the  dead. 


Besides  the  above  poems,  which  are  of  recent  publication,  we  have 
Paulina,  a  Fragment  of  a  Confession  ;  a  piece  of  pure  bewilderment.^ 
The  Voyage,  a  second  edition  of  the  Seige  of  Constantinople,  by  Mr. 
Michael,  not  much  better.  These  have  gathered  in  their  fame^  and  rei- 
quire  no  new  notice. 
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FINE  ARTS. 

LAyt>scAp£  Illvstratioks  of  Lohd  BraoK* 
Part  15.    Murraf,  Tilt,  London. 

Ikdeed,  a  charming  number;  beantiful  drawings,  excellent  engravings,  and  nature 
in  some  of  her  most  glorious  aspects.  Tliere  is  one  gem  of  art.  The  Vals  of 
Tehpe,  by  Purser,  wliich  we  regard  with  unmixed  delight.  .  It  ranlcs  among  the 
▼ery  best  of  the  whole  collection.  The  two  rignettes  of  Scio  and  Genoa,  by  Tur- 
ner, are  as  usual  pleasing;  the  same  artist  has  a  view  of  Rhodes,  sharply  and 
spiritedly  drawn,  but  there  is  a  chalky  hardness  about  it,  that  we  confess  we  do  not 
like.  Mount  Olympus,  also  by  Purser,  is  a  beautifiil  rival  to  his  Tempe ;  a  de- 
lightfnl  picture.  Mr.  Cooper^s  view  of  Thun,  is  agreeable,  but  it  is  one  of  those  sub- 
ject* that  make  prettier  realities  than  pictures.  A  portrait  of  the  Countess  Guicciolli 
ii  given.  We  are  not  surprised  at  the  taste  of  Byron,  because  the  heart  of  man  is  made 
captive  by  strange  features  and  forms  sometimes ;  and  every  old  woman  in  the  empire 
hnows  **  there's  no  accounting  for  tastes.**  Had  we  been  Byron^  the  Countess  would 
have  passed  onimmortalized. 

P0ETRAIT8  OP  THE  Peingipal  Female  Chaeacters  in  the  Wateelet 
Novels.  Parts  7  and  8.  Chapman  and  Hall,  London. 
A  CERTAIN  contemporary  in  his  notice  of  this  work,  pithily  enough  dispatches  his 
subject  by  the  simple  enumeration  of  the  name  of  each  portrait,  and  the  declaration 
of  his  favourites.  This  is  smooth  sailing  certainly.  It  is  easy  to  exhaust  the  expres- 
sions of  commendation,  or  at  all  events  not  difficult,  so  to  vary  them  as  to  prevent  the 
tautology  of  ^  o-Aem-able  iteration.*'  We  have  invariably  spoken  so  flatteringly  of 
the  Waverley  Portraits^  that  we  can  say  little  more  than  that  they  proceed  as  they 
commenced. 

Valpy's  National  Gallery.    Part  1. 

This  is  the  first  number  of  a  publication  that  will  be  found  at  once  pleasing  and 
useful.  The  object  of  the  publisher  is,  hj  presenting  a  series  of  engravings  drawn 
from  the  great  originals  which  constitute  the  "  National  Galleiy,**  (on  the  plan  of 
the  Mos^  Napoleon,)  and  by  giving  a  faithful  delineation  of  evei7  painting  with  a 
description  of  each  sabjcct  and  a  brief  memoir  of  the  artist,  to  afford  to  the  public  that 
fibciilty  which  is  generally  so  much  required  in  the  contemplation  of  works  of  art,  by 
the  oninitiated — a  feithful  catalogue.  The  engravings — twelve  in  numbers-are  very 
cleverly  executed  and  are  correct  memoranda  of  the  original  works*  The  published 
price  ia  cheap  enough  in  all  conscience. 

Major's  Cabinet  Gallery  of  Pictures.    No.  XI. 

This  is  a  prime  number,  and  it  gives  us  much  more  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  praise 
this  sincerely,  than  <<  to  hint  dislike,**  to  its  precursor.  The  Grand  Canal  of 
Venice,  which  is  the  first  subject,  has  been  painted  hundreds  of  times  ;  but  never 
better  than  by  Canaletto  ;  who  looked  on  the  *^  Sea  Cybele,**  with  the  eyes  of 
genius  inspired  by  filial  love.    This  painting  is  effectively  engraved  by  Heath. 

The  second  picture.  The  Queen  of  Hearts,  by  Vangool,  is  a  domestic  familiar 
subject,  in  which,  in  the  engraving,  we  do  not  exactly  see  the  parties  perform  the  func- 
tions Mr.  Allan  Cunningham  assigns  them,  when  he  viewed  the  painting. 

The  remaining  picture  is  a  landscape  by  Cuyp,  with  cattle ;  in  which  Cunning- 
.  ham's  verbal  painting  wonderfully  helps  out  the  engraving.  It  forms,  however^  a 
charming  print.     How  could  a  painting  of  Cuyp*s  do  less  ? 

New  Readings  of  Old  Authors.    Tilt,  London. 

Although  we  can  scarcely  forgive  the  profanation,  the  shock  given  to  our  most  sacitd 
literary  associations,  we  must  confess  that  these  engravings  are  irrestibly  ludicrous, 
And  full  of  a  rich  comic  humour.    Here  is  the  new  reading  of  Macbeth— 

<t  Leave  all  the  rest  to  me,** 

An  old  miser  dying,  and  a  solicitor  writing  his  last  will  and  testament 

«  I  am  afraid  to  think  what  I  have  done," 

Shews  a  beautiful  and  richly-dressed  youthful  bride  leaving  church  with  an  immense, 
foaty,  cross-looking  old  husband,  her  lover  in  the  back-ground. 

«  Seyton,  I  say.'* 
But  we  leave  this  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  reader.    It  makes  a  good  poszle. 
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TH£  DRAMA. 

All  the  world  knows  the  itory  of  the  maUroleiit  eallor,  wtu>,  once  npon  a  time 
demanded  geld  for  his  five-pound  tiote^  with  a  view  of  emharrassing  the  banking, 
house  of  old  Sir  Billy  Curtis  and  Co.  Much  in  the  same  spirit  and  effect  are  the 
ftftfoal  dap-tmps  that  we  hear  at  all  the  theatres  about  natlre  performers  vertvM 
ibreign  artists.  Were  it  not  sickeningi  it  would  be  amusing  to  mark  with  what  self- 
Complacency  our  actors  ate  throwing  out  their  little  bits  of  Tituperatton  against  their 
Iverman  and  Italian  rirals,  and  the  tempest  of  applause,  roared  forth  hj  a  generou 
iudience,  which  shakes  the  rery  walls,  thereat.  We  can  do  the  patriot,  we  flatter  our- 
selves, to  the  full  as  well  as  our  neighbours,  when  occasion  needs  it ;  but,  to  our  notion, 
all  the  fire  and  fury  of  this  insufferable  trash  signifieth  nothing.  The  public,  the 
wahn-hcartcd,  generous,  sympathising,  indignant  public,  had,  but  a  little  while  ag<s 
Corent-Garden  and  Drury-Lane  all  to  themselyes,  any  night  in  the  week,  with  their 
6wn  native  darlings  to  strut  and  fiiet  their  hour  before  them  ;  but,  everyl)ody*8  busi- 
neis  being  nobody*s  business,  and  alms-giviug  being  one  thing  and  entertainment 
fees  another,  no-body  ever  thought  of  going  to  either ;  the  benches  were  left  un- 
occupied, and  the  actors  were  allowed  to  yawn  befoi-e  paper  audiences,  with  wbst 
sppMta  they  might ;  and  so  the  doors  were  closed,  and  they  poor  things  w^re  sent  to 
the  right  about.  This  of  itself  was  vastly  affiicting,  but  when  the  self-same  doon 
vmt  toon  thrown  open  to  a  batch  of  Foi«igners,  and  the  same  identical  public 
treacherously  thronged  the  seats,  well  nigh  to  the  suffocating  point,  to  hear,  see,  and 
thunder  forth  their  ecstacies^  affliction  become  stupifying.  Did  not  the^  public  say  as 
•plainly  as  neglect  and  apathy  could  speak,  that  it  cared  no  longer  about  the  Drassa  i 
and  now  does  not  the  recreant  unblushingly  wind  its  way  to  the  spot,  which  ent 
•y^eared  forgotten  ground,  and  sit  in  open-mouthed  delight  with  a  rdish  and  tavea- 
oosness  of  appetite,  truly  frightful,  to  witness  theatric  representations.  Is  not  such 
apostacy  abominable  ?  Such  fickleness  disgraceful  ?     How  can  it  be  accounted  for  ? 

It  is  true  that  we  have  Pasta,  whose  equal  is  not  to  be  found  alive.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  Taglioni,  who,  as  a  human  model  of  grace  and  beauty,  surpasws  the 
•^Mloeption  of  all  who  know  her  not.  It  is  true  that  we  have  Afalibraii,  Schnvdct*, 
Darient,  Cinti,  who,  as  singers,  fascinate  all  ears  and  deny  all  taste ;  Paganini,  thst 
Wfttched  specimen  of  human  avarice,  but  that  unstirpassableof  all  fiddlers,  and  a  host 
<»f  t»thers  all  excellent  in  their  various  ways.  But  what  are  they  all  compared  with 
4IMt  own  dear  darlings,  men,  women,  and  animals.  Is  there  not,  on  this  side  the  pictmv 
-«.who  shall  yve  name? — the  Wards,  the  Coopers,  t)ie  Knowleses,  the  Ti-ees,  tbe 
ListonSjthe  Butlers,  &c  kt,  ?  and  have  we  not  seen  them  night  after  night  in  the  same 
everlasting  monotony  of  cast,  till  affection  itself  ought  to  spring,  were  it  only  fyt 
age  sake :  and  yet  the  people,  the  public,  forsook  those  and  clove  to  those  ?  Oh,  taste, 
taste,  where  are  thy  blushes  ?  Fie  done !  fie  done ! !  <<  Private  nights*'  and  <<  Benefits*' 
are  nearly  all  that  we  have  have  had  during  the  past  month ;  so  that  what  between 
the  grumblings  of  the  natives^  and  the  money  getting  of  the  foreigners  (on  which 
occasions,  criticism,  by  prescriptive  custom,  lies  dormant,)  we  shall  leave  them  to 
their  fate  till  our  next:  by  which  time  they  may  expect  to  hear  from  us  "more  at 
length.** 


MUSIC. 

NoV£LLO's  Masses^  with  an  accompaniment  for  the  Organ  or  Piano  Forte. 

No.  1.    iF'irst  Kfass  C.^  new  edition. 

A  XEW  edition  of  these  justly  celebrated  Masses  is  the  surest  evidence  of  their 
tscellence.  Mr.  Kovello,  in  the  estimation  of  every  true  musician,  has  long  ranked 
ai  one  of  the  finest  among  our  living  composers.  The  harmony  of  his  part-writing 
is  uniformly  exquisite  :  indeed,  it  would  be  hardly  possible  for  him  to  write  a  fanlty 
bar,  so  correct  is  his  judgment,  and  so  pure  his  taste.  The  ^  first  Mass  in  C**  of  which 
the  present  is  a  frpsh  issue,  was  originally  composed  for  only  a  treble^  tenor)  and 
bass ;  it  is  here  re-arranged  for  four  voices,  and  we  need  not  say  to  those  who  are 
familiar  with  this  composition  how  greatly  its  beauty  has  been  thereby  increased. 
We  willingly  accord  to  it  the  highest  praise  its  great  merits  claim. 

The  Musical  Scrap  Book.    By  Finlay  Dun,  &c. :  Edinburgh. 

We  recoawMnd  this  periodkat  to  all  our  musical  Meads*  It  it  worthy  of  their 
favour* 
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GREAT  BRITAIN.  Church  Reform  Biil  hat  taken  up  a  con»id< 

PARUAMKNT.-^The  proceedion  of  the  erable  portion  of  time,  and  hai  at  leng^th 

month  liave  ahevrny  what  was,  indeed,  evi*  passed  the  House.    In  the  committee,  Min- 

dent  from  the  time  of  passing  the  bills  for  istry  had  very  large  majoriciei.    The  most 

unending  the  representation,  that  the  re-  important  alteration  on  the  bill  was  that 

form  of  Parliament  was  only-  half  completed  proposed  by  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  14/ th  clause, 

while  the  House  of  Lords  wis  allowed  to  which  provided  that  the  money  arising  ftom 

remain  the  representative  of  the  Tory  party,  the  conversion  of  Bishops'  leases  into  per- 

,  Had  the  present  House  of  Commons  really  petuities,  should  be  applied  to  such  pur- 

repretented  the  people,  and  not  made  itself  poses  as  Parliament  might  hereafter  direct, 

the  mere  tool  ot  Ministers,  and  had  Min.  lie   moved  an  amendment,  which  autho- 

inert  not  forfeited  their  popularity  by  truck-  rixed  the  application  of  the  funds  so  raised, 

ling  to  their  opponents,  but  proceeded  bold-  to  the  extinguishment  of  vestry  cess,  but 

ly  with  the  measures  of  reform  which  they  not  to  any  other  purpose.    The  most  valu- 

themselves  have  introduced,  there  is  every  able  portion  of  th«  bill  was  thus  withdrawn, 

reason  to  believe,  that  the  House  of  Lords  Mr.  Stanley  intimated,  that  .without  this 

would  not  have  ventured  to  act  as  it  has  concession  the  bill  would  not  be  allowed  to 

done,  and  unnecessarily  set  itself  in  colli-  pass  the  Lords.    This  amendment  was  in- 

■ion  with  the  Commons,  by  its  votes  ontne  dignantly  opposed  by  Mr.  O'Connell,  Mr. 

Portuguese  Question  and  the  Local  Couits'  Hume,  and  other  inde|)endent  Members,  aa 

Bill.       But  ilie  Lord«,  on  observini^   the  well  as  by  many  of  the  usual  supporters  of 

loss  of  popularity  which  the  House  of  Com-  Ministers.    The  Ministry  were  accused  of 

moni  aiiu  Ministry  have  suffered,  have  been  acting  with  the  basest  treachery,  of  having 

encouraged  to  shew  their  own  power  and  a  cowardly  dread  of  the  Tories,  and  of  de- 

the  weakness  of  Ministry.    Ministers  had  sorting  their  duty  to  keep  their  places.  The 

nn  excellent  opportunity  of  adopting  a  bold-  amendment  was.   however,  carried  by  a 

erline  of  tactics,  and  of  regaining  their  po-  large  majority — 280  to  148.    In  this  man- 

pularity,  by  taking  advantage  ot  the  casti-  ner  has  a  sum  of  money,  which  Lord  Al- 

ration  the  House  ot  Lords  received  from  his  thorp  estimated,  on  introducing  the  bill,  at 

Majesty  for  their  vote  on  the  Portuguese  about  three  millions,  t>een  sacrificed  for  no 

Question,  folio  wed  as  thatcastigation  was  by  other  purpose  than  to  please  the  Lords, 
his  Majesty's  admonition  to  the  Bishops  to        The  elective  franchise  has  been  found  to 

desist  irom  acting  against  Ministers,  and  the  be  greatlv  restricted  by  the  cUuse  which 

triumphant  vote  in  the  Commons  on  Col.  req''jires  the  payment  ot  rates  and  taxea,  aa 

IhiviM'  motion ;  but  the  advantageous  po-  a  qualification   for  exercising  the   right, 

altion  of  Ministers  was  lost  by  the  attempt  Colonel  Kvans,  therefore,  moved  for  leave 

to  render  the  Isish  Church   Reform  Bill  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  above  claune. 

more  agree ible  to  the  Lords,  by  the  mutila*  He  stated,  that  its  effect  had  been  to  dis- 

tion  of  the  147th  clause,  which  recognised  franchise  300,000   voters    throughout   the 

the   right   ot    Parliament   to  appropriate  country ;  and  that  in  Westminster,  where 

church  revenues  to  such   purposes  as  it  it  was  expected  there  would  have  been 

thought  pro|)cr.    From  the  time  when  this  18,000  voters,  there  were  only  6000.    Lord 

concession  was  made  the  Ministry  dates  its  AUhorp,  although    he  admitted  that  the 

downfall.    The  House  of  Lords  then  saw  clause  had  the  effect  pointed  out  by  Colo* 

the  extent  of  Whig  courage,  and  had  no  nel  Evans,  opposed   the  motion,  on  the 

longer  any  dread  of  a  contest.    The  re.  ground  that  it  was  not  likely  that  the  pro- 

maining  popularity  of  the  House  of  Com-  vision  would  operate  to  limit  the  constitu- 

nons  and  ol  the  Ministry  Avas  lost;  and,  not-  ency  in  any  considerable  degree  in  future 

withstanding  the  loud  and  in  cessant  calls  of  elections.  He,  at  the  same  time,  stated,  that 

the  Ministerial  press  for  assistance  to  the  it  was  in  contemplation  to  propose  some al- 

tottering  Ministry,  not  a  single  city,  town,  lerations  in  the  keform  Act  next  session, 

or  village  in  the  empire  bestirred  itself  in  but  the  repeal  of  the  above  clause  was  not 

their  support.     It  was  seen  that  the  cry  of  one  of  them.     The  motion  was  lost  on  a 

'*  The  Mmistry  in  danger,"  had  now  lost  division. 

its  efficacy,  ana  that  the  nation  looked  with        The  General  Registry  Bill  was  thrown 

indifFerence  on  Uie  struggle  between  the  out  on  the  second  reading  by  a  majority  of 

Whigs  and  Tories,  satisfled  that  the  latter  82  to  69.    The  arguments  against  it  were 

party,  even  if  they  have  the  hardihood  to  extremely  weak.    They  consisted  of  objec- 

aceept  of  place,  cannot  long  continue  to  tions  to  the  expense  and  publicity  which 

keep  it.  while  the  lormer  would  only  re-  would  be  given  to  loans  and  other  transac* 

ceive  the  just  punishment  for  their  truck,  tions,— which  publicity  it  is  the  verv  object 

ling  conduct,  by  their  removal  from  office.  of  the  bill  to  accomplish.    The  truth  is,  the 

HouifF.  OP  Commons. — The  time  of  the  landholders  are  too  much  embarrassed,  and 

House,  during  the  month,  has  been  chiefly  have  too  manr  mortgages  affecting  their 

occupied  in  carrying  forward  the  bills  which  eiutes,  to  be  desirous  that  their  real  tituA- 

htvf  AliMdy  hf«n  inttvduoedi    The  irith  tion  ihould  be  known^  And  thcjrthtrefore 
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irillingljr  listen  to  the  tnggettions  of  their  state  would  operate  injunootljr  on  our  mt- 

•ttornevi  in  the  country*  who  fe«r  that  the  nufiacturet.    He  proposed  it  as  an  instruc* 

establisnaient  of  a  registry  will  prove  in-  lion  to  the  committee,  that  children  under 

jurious  to  their  business.  fourteen  should  not  be  allowed  to  work 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew  haying  failed  in  his  more  than  eight  hours,  that  pronsion  should 

attempts  to  make  the  English  pious  by  act  be  made  for  the  education  of  the  children, 

of  Parliament,  has  resolved  to  make  the  at-  and  that  a  system  of  inspection  should  be 

tempt  on  the  Scotch,  and  has,  after  consid-  established  to  ensure  the  execution  of  the 

erable  opposition,  obtained  leave  to  bring  measure.  Lord  Ashley  vehemently  opposed 

in  a  bill  to  secure  the  better  observance  of  the  motion,  which  he  stated  would  not  sa- 

the  Sabbath  in   Scotland.     It  was  read  a  tisfy  the  country,  but  create  poMtive  and 

first  time  on  the  1st  of  July.  intolerable  disgust.    On  the  division,  there 

An  animated  debate  took  place  on  the  appeared  a  majority  of  23  against  the  mo« 

28th  June,  on  a  motion  made  by  Colonel  tion  ;  141  voting  for  it,  and  lO  against  it. 

1  orrens,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  This  is  the  first  time  that  Ministers  hare 

the  Bank  Charter  till  next  session.     Sir  been  defeated  in  the  Commons  during  the 

Henry  Pamell,  Mr.  M.  Attwood,  and  Mr.  present  Parliament;  and  this  assertion  of 

Richards,  contended,  that  the  provision  for  independence  has  tended,  in   some  slight 

making  bank  notes  a  legal  tender,  would  degree,  to  raise  the  character  of  the  House, 

depreciatethe  currency,  and  they  expressed  which  has  hitherto  distinguished  i*J**(^57 

themselves  decidedly  in  favour  of  delay,  its  servility.    In  the  committee  on  the  bill, 

Lord  Al thorp  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  the  amendment,  that  children  under  four- 

ffround  that  the  House  would  not  be  in  a  teen  should  be  allowed  to  work  on\y  eight 

better  situation  to  consider  the  question  hours,  was  carried  by    a  large  ^^*J^"'^'.    . 

next  session  than  at  present,  and  that  bad  The  imperfect  accommodatioA  fumished 

consequences  might  arise  from  delay,  after  by  the  present  House    of  Commons,  hu 

the  promulgation  of  the  Government  plan,  been  a  subject  of  complaint  for  nearly  a 

The  motion  was  of  course  lost ;  for  in  the  century.     There  is  convenient  room  only 

House  of  Commons  opposition  by  the  Min.  for  about  one-half  of  the  Members.    A  com 

istry  has  hitherto  been  uniformly  followed  mittee  was  appointed,  in  the  early  pait  of 

by  defeat.  the  session,  to  consider  the  subject,  and  it 

The  great  evils  attending  Political  Unions  was  unanimouw  as  to  the  necessity  of  biuid 

has  been  a  favourite  topic  of  declamation  ;  ing  a  new  House.    It  was  reoommendea 

and  in  order  to  put  them  down,  Mr.  Finch,  that  the  new  House  should  be  built  dne 

the  representative  of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  east  of  the  present,  and  that  the  present 

for  Stamford,  moved  a  resolution,  that  such  House  might  be  used  as  a  lobby,  or  appen- 

unions   were   illegal,  and  that   Ministers  dage,  which  would  be  highly  useful  tor  the 

would  be  fully  justified  in  putting  the  law  despatch  of  public  businrss.    The  expend 

in  force  for  their  suppression.  LordAlthorp  was  estimated  at  L.35,0J0.      Mr.  Hume 

denied  that,  as  at  present  constituted,  poll-  moved  that  this  sum  should  be  voted  to  n» 


having  been  ten  Members  who  voted  for  it.  as  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  for  what  reason  can- 
It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  abominable  not  be  discovered    from  the  debate^  vu 
Eractice  or  military  flogging  is  at  length  to  thrown  out  on  the  division  by  154  ^^^S' 
e  greatly  restricted.    On  Mr.  Buckingham        Mr.  Buckingham's  motion  for  the  reduc- 
rising  to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  tion  of  the  national  debt,  byconyertmj  « 
subject,  Mr.  EUice  stated,  that  the  subject  into  an  annuity  fund,  terminable  in  a  nun- 
had  been  under  the  consideration  of  Go-  dred  years,  was  of  course  rejected,  as  it  wt 
vernment,  and  that  it  had  been  resolved  to  admitted  that  it  would  increase  the  ^"^'^ 
restrict  corporal  punishment,  as  nearly  as  burdens  of  the  country  for  some  years,  by  n 
possible,  to  the  cases  included  in  the  motion  least  five  millions.  As  far  as  we  undersuna 
of  Mr.  Hume.  the  plan,  it  would  be  nearly  half  a  cenrwf 
In  the  Committee  on  the  Scotch  Royal  before  any  benefit  could  loe  felt  ^'<"'*,  .Jj 
Burghs  Bill,  a  very  important  and  benefi-  Buckingham's  plan ;  and  however  benencuii 
rial  amendment  was  very  nearly  carried,  it  might  prove  to  posterity,  no  advantage 
Sir  J.  Hay  moved,  that  the  qualification  would  accrue  from  it  to  the  present  R*"*J' 
should  be  reduced  from  L.IO  to  L.5.    This  ation.    So  much  opposition  has  e^^^'^r^'^^^. 
reduction  is  absolutely  necessary   in   the  been  raised  up  against  the  Scotch  ^*zzl 
smaller  burghs,  otherwise  the  constituency  niptcy  Bill,  and  its  provisions  have  ow 
will,  in   many  instances,  be  more  limited  found  of  so  absurd  and  impracticable  aj»  " 
than  at  present ;  but  the  amendment  being  turc,  that  the  Lord   Advocate  M*  "J*, 
opposed  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  it  was  lost,  forced   to  withdraw  it.    The  B**'"?",iJI! 
the  numbers  being  54  to  53,    The  bill  Avas  Annuity  Bill,  not  having  given  "\f*"*^"i^ 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  on  the  8th  to  any  of  the  parlies  interested,  has  > 
July,  along  with  two  other  bills  relating  been  withdrawn,  as  well  as  Mr.  Kennedy 
to  Scotch  burghs.  bills  relative  to  Scotch  entails.  . 

The  Ministry  sustained  a  defeat  on  the         In  order  to  remove  the  apprenensiw 

6lb   July,  on  the  Factory  Bill.     On  the  which  have  been  entertained,  that  a  srar* 

motion,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  city  of  gold  might  arise  in  the  country,  iro 

a  committee  on  this  bill,  Lord  Althorp  ob-  payment  in  gold  only  being  obtainable 

jectedto  the  discussion  of  its  provisions  be-  London  for  notes  of  five  pouiids  H^'v^J 

lore  the  whole  House,  and  moved  that  the  wards,  Lord^ Althorp  proposed,  in  the  ^^' 

bill  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.    His  mittee  on  the  Bank  Charter,  an  ^"^^^ 

Xiordsbip  said;  that  the  bill|  in  its  present  nient,  that  would  enable  persons  preiendns 
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ft  five  pound  note  for  parent  at  a  country 
bank  to  get  five  sovereigns  for  it.  It  ap- 
pearedy  hovever,  from  his  Lordship's  answer 
to  a  remark  from  Sir  Robert  Peel,  that  it 
-was  not  intended  that  a  person  who  brought 
two  five  pound  notes  should  receive  ten  so- 
vereigns. Lord  Altborp  seemed  much  puz- 
sled  to  explain  how  this  ridiculous  altera- 
tion couUI  be  brought  to  operate  in  practice, 
and  bow  the  bankers  could  be  protected 
against  a  demand  for  more  than  one  L.5 
note  from  each  person ;  but  he  relied  on  the 
Ministerial  majority,  and  solved  all  difficul- 
ties by  a  vote.  In  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Bank  Charter,  many  Members 
expressed  their  opinion,  that  a  most  impro- 
▼ident  bargain  had  been  made  with  the 
Bank.  Sir  Henry  ParneJl,  in  particular, 
•tated,  that  instead  of  paying  the  Bank  fur 
managing  the  interest  of  the  national  debt* 
it  should  pay  for  the  privilege  it  enjoys,  ana 
manage  the  debt  for  nothing. 

The  Irish  Church  Reform  Bill  met  with 
considerable  opposition  on  the  third  read« 
iiig.    An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
by   Mr.  Sliiel  to  repair  .the  injury  which 
had  been  sustained  by  the  alteration  on  the 
147  th  clause,  by  inserting  a  clause,  declar- 
ing, that  the  revenues  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland  are  under  the  control  of  the  Legis- 
laturcy  and  applicable  to  such  purposes  as 
will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  interesu  of  re. 
ligion  and  of  the  community  at  large.    Mr. 
O'Connell  also  unsuccessfully  endeavoured 
to  exempt  the  Bishop  of  Derry  from  the  di- 
minution of  his  income,  as  well  as  the  other 
Irish  Bishops ;  but  as  the  former  had  ae. 
cepted  the  bishopric,  under  the  express  un- 
derstanding that  iu  revenues  should  be  sub- 
ject to  reduction,  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  plea  set  up  in  his  favour.    On  the  mo- 
tion that  the  bill  do  pass.  Colonel  Evans, 
Mr.  Hume,  and  Mr.  O'Connell  expressed 
their  intention  of  voting  against  the  bill  on 
account  of  the  alteration  made  on  the  147lh 
clause.    On  the  division  there  appeared  for 
the  bill,  374,  against  it,  94— majority  for 
Ministers,  180.    in  consequence  of  the  de- 
feat of  Ministers  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
the  Local  Courts'  Bill,  tlie  progress  of  the 
Imprisonment  for  Debt  Bill  has  been  re- 
tarded.  The  judges,  under  the  Local  Courts' 
Bill,  were  to  have  carried  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  other  bill  into  effect ;  but  It 
is  expected  that  the  duties  {>roposed  to  have 
been  performed  by  these  judges,  may  be 
dischai^ed  by  the  commissioners  of  bank- 
rupts.   The  £ast  India  Company's  Charter 
Bill  has  made  considerable  progress  in  the 
committee.     Several     amendments    were 
moved,  but  they  were  all  negatived.    Mr. 
Hume  proposed,  that  instead  of  the  charter 
enduring  to  22d  April,  1854,  it  should  be 
limited  to  ten  years ;  but  his  amendment 
was  lost  hy  a  majority  of  76  to 2/. 

The  subject  of  the  atrocities  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Rnssia  in  Poland  was  brought 
forward  by  M.  Cutlar  Fergusson,  in  a 
speech  which  received  the  eulogies  of  all 
parties  in  the  House.  He  detailed  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  heart-rending  scenes 
which  are  continually  taking  place  in  that 
devoted  country,  and  moved,  itiat  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty^ 
praying  his  Msjesty  not  to  recognise  the 
.present  political  itnta  and  condition  of  Po« 


land,  the  same  having  been  brought  about 
in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Vicuna,  to 
which  Great  Britain  was  a  party.  Minis- 
ters, in  opposing  the  motion,  explained, 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the 
right  which  Russsia  posse  ssed  to  Poland* 
Great  Britain  and  France  maintain,  that 
that  right  rest  solely  on  the  Treaty  of  Vl. 
enna,  while  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria 
contend,  that  whatever  claims  to  a  consti- 
tution or  otherwibc  Poland  might  have  had 
in  virtue  of  that  Treaty,  were  forfeited  by 
the  revolt  of  the  Poles,  and  tliat  Russia  now 
holds  Polaud  solely  by  the  ri^ht  of  conquest. 
In  such  circumstances  Ministers  alleged, 
that  if  the  addtess  were  carried,  it  must, 
in  all  probability,  lead  to  a  general  war  ; 
and  they  strongly  urged  Mr.  Fergusson  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  trust  to  the  effect 
of  the  unanimous  expression  of  the  moral 
feeling  of  the  House  aaainst  the  atrocities 
of  the  Emperor.  Mr.  Fergusson,  however, 
pressed  his  motion  to  a  division,  when  it 
was  lost  by  a  majority  of  177  to  95.  On  a 
motion  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Bulwer,  for  produc- 
tion of  papers  concerning  the  Russian  in- 
terference with  Turkey,  Lord  Palmerston 
stated,  that  when  the  last  advices  lelt  Tur- 
key, the  Russian  army  had  made  no  deci- 
sive movement,  but  that  he  had  no  doubt 
tliat  at  the  time  he  was  speaking  the  Rus- 
sians had  evacuated  Turkey.  He  farther 
stated,  that  our  Government  would  resist 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  Russia  to  dis« 
member  Turkey,  ana  that  the  Sultan  had 
applied  to  this  country  for  assit^tance  against 
the  Egyptians,  but  his  request  bad  been  re« 
fused. 

In  consequence  of  the  verdicts  which 
were  pronounced  by  the  Coroner's  Inquest 
on  the  body  of  Cully,  and  by  the  jurv  on 
the  trial  of  Fursey  for  stabbing  the  police- 
man at  Coldbathfields,  Ministers  have  lound 
it  impossible  to  resist  the  demand  for  a 
Parliamentary  investigation. 

The  precarious  situation  of  Ministry  is 
not  without  its  effect  on  the  House.  There 
is  now  no  attempt  by  any  party  to  defend 
sinecures;  and  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of 
Ministers,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Ruiliven's,  to 
the  effect,  *'  that  in  justice  to  the  people 
who  pay  taxes,  all  sinecure  places  through- 
out the  Biitish  Empire  should  be  abolish- 
ed," was  carried.  Mr.  Sinclair's  motion 
for  the  abolition  of  patronoge  was  opposed 
by  the  Lord  Advocate  and  Air*  Abercroroby 
on  the  gtourid  that  the  matter  would  be 
brought  before  the  General  Assembly,  and 
a  resolution  recommending  some  alteration 
would  probably  be  agreed  to  next  year. 
Tfiero  was  no  chance  of  carn'ing  any  bill 
through  Parliament  this  session,  and  Mr. 
Sinclair  having  obtaiiiedliis  object  by  the 
discussion,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  which 
could  not  at  any  rate  be  entertained,  as  it 
infringed  upon  the  privileges  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  consent  of  his  Majesty  had  not  been 
obtained. 

Hou»£  OF  Lords.— The  Conservative 
Peers  assembled  in  great  force  on  the  17lh 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  out,  as 
was  believed,  the  Local  Courts'  Bill ;  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  come  to  a  proper 
understanding  on  the  matter;  for  although 
the  bill  was  vigorously  opposed  by  Lord 
Xyndhurst,  it  was  allowed  to  go  into  Com* 
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iJ^ttM  without  A  divUion.  Althou|?h  there 
vat  a  cdotiderable  degree  of  opiiotition  in 
(he  Committeei  no  division  against  Minis- 
ters took  place.  The  Tories  reserved  their 
strength  for  the  tliird  reading,  when  tiie 
bill  was  tlirown  out  bj  a  majority  of  12 
proxies,  the  Peers  present  at  the  delmte 
Being  81  ow  eacli  side.  Ministers  held  41 
proxies,  their  opponents  53.  It  is  unneces- 
sarf  to  go  into  any  examination  of  ihe 
grounds  on  which  Lord  Lyndhurst  and  the 
other  Tory  Lords  founded  their  opposition, 
Ibr  it  was  all  but  admitted  by  them  in  the 
eourse  of  the  proceedings  on  the  bill,  that 
they  would  throw  ii  out,  simply  because  it 
was  a  Cabinet  measure.  The  defeat  of  the 
Ministry  excited  very  little  sensation.  They 
have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and 
Aobody  cares  what  becomes  of  them.  It  is 
lamentable,  however,  to  see  the  business  of 
the  country  interrupted,  and  the  most  be- 
neAoial  measures  rejected,  solely  by  a 
struggle  for  power  between  two  factions, 
both  of  which  are  hated  and  despised  by 
the  great  majority  of  the  nation.  A  JMiiiis- 
try  must  be  formed  which  will  be  agreeable 
to  the  people,  and  receive  their  support. 
The  Tory  Lords  would  not  dare  to  reject 
the  measures  of  such  a  Ministry,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  showing  their  superiority 
in  numbers  in  the  Upper  House. 

The  resolutions  for  the  abolition  of  Colo- 
ftial  Slavery,  which  some  time  ago  passed 
the  Commons,  have  also  been  agreed  to  by 
the  Lords.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  spoke 
Against  the  resolutions  at  great  length,  and 
stated  that  he  looked  upon  the  measure  as 
a  whole  with  a  greater  want  of  confidence 
than  anv  which  had  ever  been  brought 
beiore  Parliament.  NotwithsUnding  the 
badness  of  the  measure,  however,  the  only 
amendment  the  Duke  had  to  propose  was 
to  strike  out  the  words  '<on  liberal  and 
comprehensive  principles,"  which  hid  been 
added  to  the  education  clause,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr  Buxton,  but  the  amendment 
was  negatived  without  a  division .  Political 
Unions  are  the  great  terror  of  the  Conserva- 
tives. They  are  well  aware  that  it  was  by 
their  means  chiefly  that  the  Reform  Bill 
was  carried,  and  they  are  aware  that  as 
long  as  they  continue  organised,  it  is  in  vain 
for  a  Tory  Ministry  to  expect  to  remain  for 
any  length  of  time  in  power.  Mr  Littleton, 
the  Irish  Secretary,  admitted  in  Parliament 
that  in  his  opinion  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  in  May  lB3l,and  October  1832, 
had  been  preserved  by  the<e  Unions.  The 
Tories  are  therefore  most  anxious  they 
should  be  put  down ;  but  Earl  Grey,  in  an> 
swer  to  a  question  from  the  Earl  of  Win- 
chelsea,  stated  that  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
necessary  to  introduce  any  new  law  for  their 
suppression. 

The  resolutions  for  the  renewal  of  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter  were  brought 
forward  by  Lord  Lansdowne,  in  a  speech  of 
ffreat  length.  Lord  Ellenboruugh  and  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  objected  to  several 
parts  of  the  proposed  measure,  but  the  reso- 
lutions were  ultimately  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

t  The  House  of  Lords  lost  no  time  in 
«howing  their  hostility  to  the  Irish  Church 
Reffom  Bill.  As  soon  as  It  was  brought  up 
ft<on  tb«  Cottimont,  the  Duke  of  Butking^ 


ham,  on  the  ground  that  it  Infringed  wi  fba 
King's  prerogative,  objected  to  the  want  of 
a  direct  message  from  his  MajestT,  main* 
tainiog  that  it  was  not  enough  that  Barl 
Grey,  as  one  of  his  Majesty's  res^ onsiMt 
advisers,  was  prepared  to  give  i\ie  royal 
assent.  The  same  evening  the  old  objection 
wassUrted,  that  the  lying's  assent  lo  Um 
measure  would  be  restrained  by  the  Cora* 
nation  Oath.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  oa 
a  subsequent  occasion,  recurred  to  this 
objection,  and  stated  that  he  could  draw  do 
distinction  between  the  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  the  King,  but  thought 
an  oath  as  binding  in  the  one  capacity  as 
the  other.  He  was  compelled  immediately 
afterwards,  however,  to  admit,  that  he  had 
recommended  to  the  King  to  give  his  con* 
sent  in  his  executive  capacitv  to  the  Catho* 
lie  Relief  Bill,  so  that  his  'Grare  seems  fee 
have  been  formerly  well  aware  of  the  dis- 
tinction he  professes  now  to  be  unable  M 
comprehend.  The  debate  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  occupied  three  days,  and 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of '59,  1A7  being 
for  the  second  reading,  and  itt  against  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  defeat  on  the  Local 
Courts'  Bill,  Lord  Brougham  has  introduc- 
ed into  the  House  bills  for  regulating  tba 
English  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  the  Insolvent 
Court,  and  the  Chancery  Regulation  Bill 
has  been  proceeding  in  Committee.  Hia 
Lordship  has  also  introduced  a  bill  for  esta» 
blishing  in  Chancery  a  Court  of  Appeal,  to 
consist  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Chief 
Baron,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  anothar 
Judge. 

ENGLAND. 

Actions  of  damages  for  libel  have  been 
rather  abundant  of  late  {  and  ts  a  libel,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  law,  can  hardly  he 
described,  we  proceed  to  lay  a  few  speci- 
mens before  our  readers.  Mr.  Hunt  has 
obtained  a  verdict  In  the  Court  of  Bxehe- 
quer,  with  40s.  damagea.  aninst  the  pro- 

f»rietors  of  the  Liverpool  Journal^  fix  a 
ibel  upon  him,  published  during  the  gene- 
ral election,  in  the  following  terms :— **  Mr 
Hunt,  seeing  Counsellor  segrave  in  the 
mob,  pointed  him  out,  saying,  *  Then  is  a 
black  sheep.'  The  mob  fell  upon  him  and 
killed  him.  Mr  Hunt  had  his  nose  cut  off. 
1  he  Coroner's  Inquest  returned  a  verdict 
of  murder  aninst  him,  and  he  is  now  in 
custody."  The  Globe  copied  this  para- 
graph, remarking  that  they  doubted  not  it 
was  a  hoax ;  and  a  similar  verdiet  was 
pronounced  against  the  proprietors  of  that 
paper.    Both  verdicts  carry  coats. 

Mr.  Cubbett  obtained  a  verdict,  with 
L.I 00  damages,  against  the  publisher  of 
the  STi'mff,  for  copying  from  the  XieiMfr 
InieUigeneer  the  iollowing  paragraph  :«- 
«  it  is  hinted  that  as  Cobbett  is  an  un- 
certificated bankrupt,  he  cannot  sit  in  the 
Hou!<e  of  Commons."  The  statement  was 
false. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort  was,  however,  lets 
fortunate  in  his  action  against  the  Speetatf, 
a  special  jury  having  returned  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty.  The  alleged  libel  was  contained 
in  the  following  sentences :— «« Who  forgets 
the  late  Dukeof  Beaufort's  will,  which  may 
be  seen  at  Doctors'  Commons  on  payment 
of  a  shilling,  and  which  ohaig es  the  estates 
t»f  the  prttfttt  Dak^  with  tiutttitin  to  U% 
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^roUi^n  *  nntil  tbey  aball  bebetUr  provided 
for  by  Qovernment.'  The  amount  of  public 
money  received  by  the  Someriets  since  the 
iast  Duke  of  Beaufort  came  of  ase,  far 
exeeeds  tlie  value  of  the  estates  which  be 
beaueathed  to  the  preient  Dyke.'* 

(logging. — This  punishment  has  been 
carried  a  much   sreater  length  than  the 

{lublic  are  generallv  aware  of.  During  the 
ast  seven  years  there  have  been  on  an 
average  two  thousand  soldiers  flogged,  each 
receiving  from  200  to  500  lashes.  In  1831 
there  was  less  flogging  in  the  British  army 
than  in  any  former  year,  yet  1|477  were 
jpunished  in  this  manner.  We  thus  see 
now  little  influence  the  expression  of  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  has  upon  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  the  necessity 
which  exists  of  legislative  Interference  to 
protect  the  common  soldiers. 


Coi4>ilATH-FuWfi  WiBTlNO.— Fursey, 
who  was  accused  of  stabbing  Brook,  # 
police  constable,  at  this  meeting,  has  beea 
tried  and  acquitted.  The  evidence  brok^ 
completely  down  ;  and  Fursev  was  proved, 
by  numerous  respectable  witnesses,  to  be 
remarkable  for  honesty  and  mildness  of 
disposition.  It  was  verv  distinctly  esta* 
blished,  however,  that  the  police  had  be« 
haved  with  great  brutalitv,  striking  men, 
women,  and  children,  without  the  shadow 
of  a  pretence,  in  the  most  ferocious  manner. 

Great  FAiLURB.^The  mercantile  house 
of  Fairiie,  Innes,  and  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  moit  eminent  in  the  Kast  Indian  trade, 
has  failed,  and  the  oonsequenoes  are  likely 
to  prove  serious  to  many  Anglo-Indiant 
who  deposited  monev  with  them.  Th9 
amount  of  their  liabilities  cannot  be  es^- 
mated  lower  than  L.800,000. 


THE  REVENUE. 
The  state  of  the  revenue  ie  ihown  in  the  following  table  :-p« 


Custonii 

Excise 

Stamps 

Taxes 

P»at  Ofllc« 

Mtsceilaneoos 

Repayments  of  Advances  for 
Public  Works 


Years  ended  July  d. 
1838.  1833. 


£ 

14344.911 

14  658.716 

6,ft96,072 

4.905.941 

1,346,000 

52,319 

309,306 


£ 

15,663,687 

14,4.39.836 

6,475  836 

4,991,010 

1,362.000 

69,894 

279,479 


48,711,865   43,281,668 
Deduct  Decrease 


Increase  on  the  Year. . . .     599,703 


Year  ended  July  5* 
Increase.      Decrease. 


£ 
818,776 


85,069 
16.000 
17,505 


937,850 
367.647 


Cottoms 

Excise 

Stamps • 

Taxes 

Poet  Office 

Misoelianeoos 

Repsymeats  of  Advances  for 
Public  Works 


QuARTEas  Ending 

*■  — 


6th  July, 
1832. 


£ 

3.516,569 
3,388,325 
1,615.243 
1,934,510 

304,000 
8.581 

36,760 


10.852,993 


6th  July, 
1833. 


£ 
3,663,002 
3,204,585 
1,657,810 
1.921,665 
346,000 
9,215 

46.465 


10.847,742 


Deduct  Increase 


Decrease  on  the  Quarter 


Increase. 


£ 
147,433 

42,567 

41,000 
63t 


231,634 


£ 

218^880 
119,237 


29,600 


367,647 


Deer  ease. 


£ 

183i740 

12*846 


40,300 


236,886 
231,634 


6.251 


In  examining  this  Uble,  it  is  proper  to  keep  in  view  that  the  quarter  ending  5th  July, 
1833,  with  which  the  comparison  is  made,  exhibited  a  deficiency  of  L.. 344, 565.  as  com- 
pared with  the  quaiter  ending  5th  July,  1831.  The  Post  Office  was  deficient  L.54,006, 
and  therefore  that  revenue  is  lower  by  L.  13,000  for  the  last  quarter  than  the  corres- 
ponding quarter  in  1831 . 

The  Funds  have  been  in  a  feverish  state  in  consequence  of  the  precarious  situation 
of  the  Ministry.  Money  is  venr  abundant,  and  commercial  bills  have  been  freely  dis- 
counted at  2  per  cent.  On  the  23d  July  the  selling  prioea  were  at  follows  :— Consols  lor 
the  RO  count,  90|.    Bank  stock,  206. 
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\fzwt  KiKT  Political  Ukiokc— Oq  fer  the  dbtinction  of  a  silk  gown  on  the 

ISth  July,  the  Union*  of  West  Kent  met  near  author,  at  the  «ame  time  that  a  proaecatjoa 

Wrotham  Heath,  to  the  number  of  abeut  "  ifoinR  on  against  the   propnetor  of  a 

6000 ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wede  in  the  chair.     A  newspaper  for  printing  h»  letter.    Why 

decUratioQ  of  the  ohjects  of  the  Union,-  ^^  "?*J?°^^?™^"^^  '?^H^^''  P'"?^*^'"^ 

object,  in  what  eTerJ  lorer  of  hi.  country  J*?""*^  ^r.   O'Conneil,  »f  there  i.  ground 

mi.t  join,  wa.  movoj  by  Major  Wayih,  Z  JiV^Z^nw JJ  tl .  ^uthalihin   * 

.    j'    •  u  -.u     _    -       .u    •    *,'      iT      ■  nod.  disown  the  autnorstiip. 
ceired  with  the  m«tenihuji«tic  cheering,        coercion  Bill—Ah  official  order  ha. 

and  unanimooety  adopted.     Mr.  Hodges  ana  ^^^^   r^c^i^^^.  in  Kilkenny,  directing  that 

Mr.  Reder,  M.  P.  .,  connected  with  the  die-  ^n  pe„on«  in  custody  under  ihi*  bill  be  set 

triet,  attended,  and  underwent  a  catechwing,  ^^  libert)-.     We  hope  tliat  thi.  order  is  the 

which  will  do  them  the  more  good,  that  they  precursor  to  a  suspenwon  of  the  operation 

and  their  conatitnent.  parted  10  good  humour,  or  thi.  obnoxiou.   bill,  which  place,   the 

We  are  much  gratified  with  the  proceeding,  gigter  Island  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Con- 

of  thi.  meeting.    The  right  hand  of  fellow-  .titution. 

ahip  to  our  brethren  of  West  Kent !  For  the        Mdn  icipal  Corforations. — The  Com. 

particular,  we  refer  to  that  .toot  champion  mission  o[  Inquiry  into  the  Municipal  Cor- 

of  popular  righu,— TAe  Kent  Herald*  poratiuns  is  to  consist  of  twelve  gentlemen 

SCOTLAND.  of  the  Irish  bar.     Their  inquiry  is  to  ex- 

Annuity  Tax.— Since  the  middle  of  the  tend  not  onlv  to  the  municipal  jurimliction, 

17th   century,  a  compulsory  assessment  of  but  will  embrace  the  whole  subject  of  the 

.ix  per  cent,  of  the  rent  hai  been  leried  on  revenue,  of  the  corporate  bodies,  the  source, 

the  occupier,  of  houses  in  the  city  of  Edin-  from  whence  derived,  and  the  mode  of  their 

burgh,  tor  payment  of  the  slipend.  of  the  application. 

city  clergy.  This  tax  produces  about  tithes. — The  attempt  to  use  theCoer- 
L.8,00U  per  annum.  Ofiate  years,  however,  cioa  Bill  in  the  collection  of  hthe.  has  re- 
the  inhabitants  have  resisted  the  payment  ceived  a  cherk  by  the  conviction  of  Sergeant 
of  thi.  tax,  insisting  that  the  renu  of  the  Shaw  of  the  County  of  Kilkenny  Police,  of 
church  seats,  which  yield  upwards  of  assault,  trespass,  and  false  imprisonment, 
L.7,000  a-year,  and  which  have  been  ab-  and  of  using  the  Coercion  Bill  a.  .ub.iJiary 
.orbed  in  the  general  revenue  of  the  city,  to  the  collection  of  tithe..  Mr.  Harvey,  the 
should,  as  in  the  other  Scotch  towns,  be  Mayor  of  Wexford,  was  on  the  11th  July 
applied  inpayment  of  the  stipends.  Tlie  committed  to  jaii  for  non- payment  of  tithe.. 
Magistrate.,  in  consequence  of  the  resist-  He  wa.  sitting  in  the  court  when  appre- 
ance,  levied  distresses  on  the  goods  of  the  bended,  and  wa.  attended  to  jail  by  a  large 
defaulters  ;  but  as  it  wa.  found  impossible  body  of  the  inhabitant., 
to  find  purchasers  for  the  distrained  goods.  Twelfth  of  July.— In  consequence  of 
on  account  of  the  generul  odium  existing  the  recommendation  of  the  Orange  Grand 
against  the  tax,  they  were  forced  to  de-  Lodge,  there  were  fewer  procewion.  than 
.ist.  They  have  now  had  recourse  to  per.  usual  Uiis  year.  At  Cootehill,  in  the  countv 
.onal  execution — a  mode  of  recovering  the  of  Cavan,  however,  a  .eriou.  riot  took 
tax  never  before  attempted — but  which  ha.  place,  in  consequence  of  one  of  these  pro- 
been  found  by  the  Court  of  Session  to  be  cession.,  and  several  person,  lost  their 
legal ;   and  on  the  17th  Julv,  a  gentleman  lives. 

of  the  name  of  Wilson  was  arrested,  and  THE  CONTINENT, 

carried  to  jail.     He  was  accompanied  by  a         If  we  except  the  recent  events  in  Por- 

largebodyof  the  most  respectable  citizens,  tugal,  nothing  has  occurred  on  the  Con- 

and  among  others  by  the  gentlemen  uho  tinent  of  Europe  deserving  of  particular 

acted  as  Chairman  and  Deputy- Chairman  attention.     Eveiy  where  much  aisconient 

of  the    Committee   which    conducted  the  seems  to  prevail  ou  the  part  of  the  people 

election  of  the   present  Members  for   the  against  their   rulers ;    and  {these    discon* 

city.    On  account  of  the  very  weak  state  of  tents  are  only    kept  down    by    powerful 

Mr.  Wilson's  health,  the  sum  for  which  be  armies  and  a  vigilant  police.    How  long 

was  imprisoned  was  immediately  paid,  and  the  struggle  between  the  despots  and  their 

he  was  in    consequence  liberated.      We  oppressed  subject,  will  continue,  it  i.difli- 

record  thi.  occurrence,  as  it  will  in  all  pro.  cult  to  say  ;  but  it  is  far  from  improba- 

bability  lead  to   important  consequences,  ble  that  ere  lopg  an  explosion  may  break 

An  intention  is  already  very  generally  ex-  out  which  may  hurl  the  most  firmly  Mated 

pressed  of  refusing  to  take  seats  in  the  city  of  the  tyrants  from  their  thrones.    In  Italy, 

churches,  until  their  rents  are  applied  in  a  in  Prussia,  and  in  Germany,  numerous  ar. 

more  appropriate   manner  than  to  relieve  rests  have  taken  place  of  men  suspected  of 

the  embarrassments  in  the  city  finances,  oc-  entertaining  liberal  opinions,  for  the  rulen 

casioned  by  an  extravagant  self-elected  ma-  of  these  countrie^i  are  desirous   of  control- 

gistracy.      It  has  been  resolved  to  present  ling   not  only  men's  acts,  but  even  their 

Mr.  Wilson  with  a  piece  of  plate  for  his  thoughts, 
conduct  on  this  occasion.  FRANCE. 

IRELAND.  It  appears,  from  a  statement  of  Marshal 

The  trial  of  Mr.  Bariett,  the  proprietor  of  Soult,   that   the  French  Government  has 

the  Pi/(7<  newspaper,  fur  the  publication  of  no    intent  on    of    relinquishing    Algiers, 

Mr.  O'Connell's  first  lottcr  to  the  people  of  and  that  no  arrangement  ha.  oeen  come 

Ireland,  came  on  on  the  20th  June  ;  but  it  under  to  any  foreign  country  to  that  effect, 

has  been  postponed  to  the  November  term.  The  Government  do  not  intend  to  colo- 

on  account  of  a  sufficient  number  of  i$pecial  niz3  the  settlement  on  its   own  responsi- 

jurymen  not  having  attended.    It  is  some-  bilitv;   but    it  will  favour  colonization  a. 

what  inconsistent;  surely,  for  them  to  con-  muca  a.  possible.     The  King  of  France 
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tYiowi  bimtelf  friendlf  to  extending  tbe 
Commercial  intercourse  of  the  country  by 
the  removal  of  restrictions.  By  a  royal 
ordinance  he  has  reduced  the  impost  duties 
on  ravr  silk,  aad  the  export  duties  on  fir 
timber,  and  made  several  minor  alterationsi 
which  we  hope  may  be  received  as  the  com- 
meocemeutof  amore  liberal  and  enlighten- 
ed commercial  system.  Several  arrests 
have  been  made  in  Paris  of  persons  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged  in  political  con- 
spiracies ;  but  the  capital,  notwithstanding, 
remains  tranquil.  Ihe  Duchess  de  Berri 
was  expected  at  Palermo  on  the  latter  end 
of  June.  A  magnificent  palace  has  been 
prepared  by  her  father-in-law,  the  Prince 
of  Campo  Pernio,  for  her  reception ;  but 
the  Count  her  husband  is  nowhere  to  be 
found. 

RUSSIA. 
A  conspiracy  has  been  detected  for  assas- 
sinating tbe  Emperor.  The  particulars 
have  been  very  carefully  concealed,  bitt  the 
oonspiraiors  are  understood  to  be  Poles, 
who  had  resorted  to  this  mode  of  aven((ing 
the  wrongs  of  their  outraged  country.  Great 
alarm  has  in  consequence  been  caused  at 
St.  Petersburgh,  and  additional  precautions 
used  to  guard  the  Despot's  person. 

SPAIN. 
The  Spanish  Cortes  assembled  at  Madrid 
on  the  iSth  June,  and  swore  allegiance  to 
their  future  Queen,  the  young  Princess  of 
Asturias.       The  Minister  of  the  King  of 
Naples  protested  against  the  proceeding  on 
behalf  of  his  master,  whose  claim  to  the 
succession  would  be  injured  thereby.    No 
other  business  was  done,  the  Members  hav- 
ing been  required  to  take  an  oath  that  they 
were  met    exclusively  for  the  purpose   of 
swearing   allegiance  to  the  Princess.    In 
eonseouence  of  a  suspicion  thht  King  Fer- 
dinand would,  if  he  durst,  willingly  assist 
Don  Miguel  in  the  struggle  now  going  on 
in  Portugal,  a  French   army,  under  the 
command    of  General  Clausel,    has    been 
stationed  on  the  Spanish  frontier. 
PORTUGAL. 
The  news  from  Portugal   is  important, 
and  a  speedy  termination  of  the  struggle  in 
favour  of  the  Constitutional  cause  may  be 
anticipated.    On  the  20th  of  June,  between 
3,000  and 4,000  men,  under  Villa  Flor,  were 
embarked  on  board  the  squadron  off  Oporto, 
consisting  of  one  ship  of   the  line,  two 
frigates,  two  corvettes,  one  armed  brig,  and 
flvt)  steam  boats.    Captani  Napier,  a  dis- 
tinguished British  officer,  was   appointed 
Admiral  in  place  of  Sartorius,  who  resign- 
ed; and  Count  de  Saldanha  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  army  in  place  of  Soli^- 
nac,  who  left  Don  Pedro's  service.    On  the 
2Uh  June  the  squadron  appeared  off  Villa 
Real,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadiana,  and 
after  dispersing  with  little  difficulty  a  body 
of  1,200  Miguelites,  the  greater  part  of 
whom   joined    the   invaders,    landed   the 
troops,  which  took  possession  of  the  town 
without  resistance,  where  they  found  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  L.5,000  in  cash.    As 
soon  as  the  news  were  known,  deputations 
from  the  ne'ghhouring  towns  and  villages 
sent  in  their  adherence  to  the  Queen,  and 
he  whole  of  the  province  of  Algarve,  and 
great  part  of  Alentejo,  declared  themselves 
n  her  favour.     The  squadron  then  pro- 


ceeded to  Tavira,  where  it  took  five  small 
Mi^uelite  vessels.  On  the  5th  of  Julv, 
Captain  Napier  having  fallen  in  with  the 
Miguelite  fleet  off  St  Vincent,  attacked  it, 
notwithstanding  the  inferiority  of  hit  force, 
and  though  he  received  no  aid  whatever 
from  his  steam  boats^  on  account  of  the 
cowardice  of  their  engineers  and  crews,  who 
were  afraid  to  approach  the  enemy's  fleet« 
After  a  short  but  severe  engagement,  Cap- 
tain Napier  captured  the  following  vessels : 
ftainha,  80  guns,  850  men  ;  Don  John,  74 
guns,  850  men  ;  Princessa  Real ,  56  guns,  640 
men  ;  Freitas,48  guns,  580  men  ;  Princessa 
Corvette,  24  guns, 320  men.  The  vessels  were 
taken  by  boarding,  and  a  severe  loss  was 
sustained  by  Captain  Napier's  fl?et,  urinci* 
pally  in  British  officers,  who  set  a  glorious 
example  to  their  men.  Captain  Napier's 
officers  and  crews  were  principally  British, 
so  that  this  gallant  exploit,  though  per- 
formed under  a  foreign  flag,  adds  another 
trophy  to  the  British  navy.  The  conduct 
of  Captain  Napier,  when  alluded  to,  was 
highly  applauded  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. The  news  of  the  victory  waa 
communicated  to  General  Bourmont  on  his 
voyage  to  Lisbon  to  take  oommand  of  tbe 
Miguelite  army.  An  attack  on  Oporto,  on 
,the  5th  July,  was  repulsed  with  a  severe 
loss  to  the  Miguelites. 

TURKEY. 

According  to  the  last  accounts  from  Con- 
stantinople, which  are  to  the  10th  June, 
Ibrahim  Pacha  was  retreating  very  slowly. 
The  Russian  ships  of  war  still  remained  in 
the  Bosphorus,  and  were  not  to  depart  until 
the  Egyptians  were  encamped  on  the  other 
side  of  Mount  Taurus. 

THE  COLONIES. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  drought  in 
the  island  of  Jamaica,  the  crops  have  failed. 
The  estimated  deficiency  in  the  sugar  crop 
is  50,000  hhds.  The  other  Colonies  have 
also  suffered  severely  from  the  same  cause, 
and  tbe  deficiency  from  the  whole  British 
West  India  Colonies  cannot  be  less  than 
800,000  hhds.,  or  a  fourth  of  the  whole 
importation. 

STATE  OF  TRADE. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  learn  that 
the  mission  of  Dr  Bowring  and  Mr  Villiers 
to  France,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  our 
commercial  relations  with  that  countrv,  has 
proved  highly  successful.  These  gentlemen 
men  have  been  upwards  of  twelve  montlia 
in  France,  and  have  obtained  from  the  Go- 
vcrnment  promises  of  certain  modifications 
of  the  Tariff.  Judging  from  the  French 
newspapers,  both  metropolitan  and  pro- 
vincial, we  are  satisfied  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  intelligent  Frenchmen  are  pre- 
pared for  a  \'cry  extensive  removal  of  the 
restrictions  which  have  hitherto  impeded 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  that  coun  • 
try.  Although  our  imports  from  France 
have  increased  rapidly  since  the  war,  the 
exports  of  British  and  Irish  produce  and 
manufactures  continue  nearly  stationary, 
and  do  not  exceed  annually  half  a  million 
in  official  value.  This  is  a  very  trifling 
amount,  when  the  fertilitv  and  population 
of  France  are  considered,  tne  vicmity  of  her 
shores,  and  the  numerous  articles,  much 
prized  in  this  country,  which  she  produces. 
Were  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  two 
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count  rial  fraed  from  the  absurd  rettricUoni 
which  now  fetter  it,  a  field  of  enterprife 
would  be  laid  open,  which  could  not  fail 
to  prove  of  incalculable  advantage  to  both 
countries  We  are  glad  to  observe,  from 
the  tone  of  the  French  periodical  press,  that 
jealousy  and  hatred  to  this  country  is  fast 
passing  away  ;  and  we  hope  that  on  this 
tide  of  the  channel  such  feelings,  which 
have  long  ceased  to  be  entertainf  d  by  men 
of  education  and  liberality,  will  soon  be 
removed  from  the  minds  of  the  least  edu* 
oated  classes  of  the  community. 

The  accounts  from  the  manufacturing 
districts  luve  of  late  been  extremelv  favour, 
able,  and  great  briskness  prevails  in  almost 
every  branch  of  manufacture  and  trade.  At 
Liverpool,  73,000  bales  of  cotton  were  sold 
in  one  week ,  a  greater  quantity  in  the  same 
period  than  has  happened  since  1825.  There 
IS  indeed  some  reason  to  fear  that  a  tendency 
to  over  speculation  exists.  Cotton  wool  has 
advanced  greatly  in  priccj  which  advance 
has  caused  a  dullness  in  the  cotton  weaving 
factories.  At  Perth,  ginghams  are  in  great 
demand,  and  an  advance  of  wages  has  in 
consequence  been  made  to  the  weavers. 
English  wool  is  also  rising.  Spanish  wool 
has  been  selling  lately  at  25  per  cent.,  and 
Australian  at  40  per  cent,  above  last  year's 
prices.  At  Galashiels  all  hands  are  em.- 
ployed,  and  trade  is  unusually  brisk.  The 
woollen  trade  is  very  brisk.  Flannels, 
baixes,  and  merinosi  are  in  great  demand, 
and  are  on  the  advance.  All  hands  in  the 
woollen  trade  are  fully  employed,  but  they 
have  in  some  places  struck  for  an  advance 
of  wages.  In  the  Leeds  Cloth  Halls  a 
rise  of  price  has  been  gradually  taking 
place  for  some  time  past,  and  a  farther  rise 
18  eipeetod  on  woaded  colours  ;  the  stuffs 
for  dyeing  these  colours  having  recently  ad- 
vanced in  price.  An  advance  on  raw  silks 
of  20  per  cent,  has  caused  a  dulness  in 
silk  weaving.  At  Sheflield  many  orders 
have  been  received  from  America.  A  con- 
siderable revival  has  taken  place  in  the 
staple  trade  of  the  town,  in  which  great 
dulness  has  for  some  time  prevailed.  The 
iron  trade  continues  in  a  state  of  great 
activity. 

Agriculture. — We  can  now  form  a 
probable  conjecture  of  the  productiveness  of 
the  crop;  and,  although  it  v&riesmore  than 
usual  in  appearance  in  different  districts, 
we  think  we  may  state,  from  some  personal 
observation,  and  the  perusal  of  numerous 
agricultural  reports,  that  the  probability  is 
that  the  harvest  will  yield  rather  below 
than  above  an  average  return.  Wiieat  in 
Edinburghshire,  Fiteshire,  £ast  Lothian, 
Berwickshire,  and  Roxburghshire,  is  rather 
a  thin  and  light  crop,  and  generally  small 
in  the  ear ;  but  it  has  suffered  very  little 
from  insects  or  disease,  and  is  not  likely  to 
be  injured  by  rain,  on  account  of  its  light- 
ness. On  the  rich  carsc  ground  in  Perth- 
shire and  Stirlingshire,  and  in  thenoith- 
ern  counties  generally,  wheat  is  a  bulky 
crop,  and  was  partially  lodged  by  the  rains 
in  July.  Barlev  is  light  where  it  was  early 
sown  ;  but  the  late  sown  crops  have  a  lux- 
uriant appearance^  and  promise  a  fair  re- 


turn. Oats  on  cold  clay  %m\n^  woe  esptr 
cially  when  early  sown,  had  a  very  unr 
promising  appearance  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month,  aivd  have  not  improved  much ; 
but  on  friable  and  more  fertile  soils,  when 
late,  sown  they  are  looking  well,  lliere  it 
reason,  however,  to  fear,  that  in  the  drier 
districts  of  Scotland  the  crop  will  be  defi- 
cient in  straw,  though  the  produce  of  grain 
may  amount  to  an  average.  The  late  sown 
crops  of  oats  are  almost  without  excep- 
tion better  than  those  sown  at  an  earlier 
period.  Beans  and  pease  have  improved 
wonderfully ;  and  there  is  some  reason  to 
fear  that  on  strong  soils  t|icv  may  becomf 
too  bulky,  in  which  case  a  deficient  return 
of  pulse  may  be  anticipated.  The  potato 
orop,  which  nas  noiv  become  so  important 
and  the  cultivation  of  which  is  yeariy  in^ 
creasing,  has  failed  to  a  very  great  extent. 
Over  the  greater  part  of  Scotland  fields 
were  everywhere  ploughed  up,  on  accuunt 
of  the  seed  not  having  vegetated,  and  the 
curl  prevails  to  an  unprecedented  extent. 
The  weather,  though  in  some  districts 
rather  wet,  was  on  the  whole  favonrable 
for  the  sowing  of  turnips ;  but  the  eold 
weather  in  the  end  of  June  greatly  re- 
tarded their  progress.  Their  appearance 
Generally  does  not  augur  a  {bulky  crop, 
'he  hay  crop  is  on  the  whole  light.  In 
Perthshire  and  the  west  of  Scotland  it  will 
reach  an  average  crop,  but  in  the   easteni 

f)art  of  the  country  generally,  the  crop  is 
ight,  and  there  is  a  great  deficieney  of 
clover.  Of  course  little  aftermath  is  to  be 
looked  for.  Much  of  the  hay  continued  un- 
cut till  a  later  period  than  usual,  and  suf- 
fered from  the  weather ;  and  of  that  which 
was  cut  earlier  a  considerable  portion  was 
injuied  by  the  rains.  The  frequent  ahowen 
have  been  verv  favourable  for  pastures,  and 
there  has  seldom  been  a  season  in  which 
they  have  been  more  luxuriant.  The  young 
grasses  have  also  a  promising  appenranee. 
Tho  season  has,  on  the  whole,  been  favour* 
able  for  clearing  fallows.  The  aecoimta 
from  England  of  the  crops  vary  exceeding- 
Ir ;  but,  generally  speaking,  tlie  eropa  are 
deficient  in  bulk,  iii  Norfolk  they  have 
suffered  greatly  from  drouth,  and  all  over 
the  country  much  injury  was  sustained  by 
the  storm  on  the  llth  June,  which  broke 
the  straw  of  the  wheat.  A  large  portion 
of  that  crop,  however,  looks  well,  and  pro- 
mises an  early  and  fair  return.  Barley 
varies  much  in  appearance ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  the  crop  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
reach  an  average.  Oats  are  likely  to  he 
deficient  in  bulk,  and  hay  has  turned  out  a 
scanty  crop.  Sheep  have  thrived  well,  and 
there  has  been  en  average  clip.  The  climate 
of  Ireland  being  more  humid  than  that  o  f 
Britain,  crops  of  all  kinds  are  promisirg. 
and  hav  is  very  abundant  in  the  north  ;  but 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  the  accounts 
are  far  from  favourable.  Potatoes  have,  in 
numerous  inatances,  failed;  and  that  crop, 
as  well  as  wheat,  when  growing  on  lignt 
soils,  has  been  injured  by  high  winds. 

Markets. — Cum  markets  have  continued 
with  little  variation,  though  there  has  been 
a  tendency  to  rise. 
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MEN  AND  MANNERS  IN  AMERICA. 

In AOTNE  a  battered  old  beau  quizzing  a  ruddy  growing  boy  for  his 
brown  holland  pin-before,  the  three  rows  of  brass  sugar-loaf  buttons  on 
his  jacket^  the  redness  of  his  hands,  the  carelessness  of  his  carriage;  his 
fondness  for  tarts,  his  contempt  of  the  higher  luxuries  of  turtle  and 
venison,  and  you  have  the  sum  and  substance  of  ail  English  criticisms 
on  America.  All  the  circumstances  of  a  young  country  are  made  its 
reproach.  Our  son  Jonathan  is  onrselves  in  little ;  but  we  are  never 
weary  of  quizzing  him  for  the  very  features  which  are  our  own  in 
miniature.  Like  the  crab-mother  of  Fontaine,  we  are  perpetually 
jeering  our  progeny  for  ungainly  habits,  which  vre  see  clearly  enough 
in  it,  though  not  in  ourselves. — 

Comme  Ui  vas,  bon  Dieu !  ne  peux-tu  marcher  droit  ? 
Our  crab-son  has  not  the  wit  to  answer, — 

£t  comme  vous  allez  yous-mcme  !  .... 

Puis-je  autrement  marcher  que  ne  fait  ma  famille  ? 
Veut-on  qui  j*aille  droit,  quand  on  y  va  tortu? 

Instead  of  this  retort,  Jonathan  says,  that  his  march  is  the  march  of 
a  giant  in  seven-league  boots.  He  meets  one  folly  with  another  folly. 
He  takes  the  advances  of  youth  as  data  for  an  eternal  ratio  of  improve- 
ment. Having  made  so  much  progress  in  such  a  time,  so  much  more, 
he  reckons,  must  be  made  in  such  another  time.  He  forgets  that  large 
proportionate  increases  are  easier  upon  little  things  than  on  great.  We 
never  double  our  age  in  one  year  after  the  second  year  of  our  infancy. 
Jonathan,  being  a  sailor,  knows  that  it  is  easier  to  increase  the  ship's 
speed  at  five  knots  an  hour  than  at  ten.  Instead,  therefore,  of  gas- 
conading about  what  he  shall  do  from  what  he  has  done  and  is  doing, 
our  dear  son  should  answer  our  illiberal  scoffs  at  his  growing  features, 
by  holding  up  the  mirror  to  our  own  enlargements  of  precisely  the  same 
formations.  For  example,  the  author  of  "  Men  and  Manners  in  Ame- 
rica," {Cyril  Thornton,  for  honour's  sake,  we  would  call  him,)  re- 
proaches the  Americans  with  Mammon  Worship.  The  scene  is  New 
York :— 

*<  I  shall  now  gire  an  instance  of  the  estimation  in  which  wealth  is  held  in  this 
commercial  community.  At  a  party  a  few  evenings  ago,  the  worthy  host  was  po- 
litely assiduous  in  introducing  roe  to  the  more  prominent  individuals  who  composed 
it  Unfortunately  he  considered  it  necessary  to  preface  each  repetition  of  the  cere- 
mony with  some  preliminary  account  of  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  gentle- 
man, the  honour  of  whose  acquaintance  was  ahout  to  be  conferred  on  me.  '  Do  you 
ohsei-re^*  he  asked,  <  that  tall  thin  peraon,  with  a  cast  in  his  eye,  and  his  nose  a  little 
cocked  ?  Well,  that  man,  not  three  months  ago,  made  an  hundred  thousand  dollars 
'bys  single  speculation  in  tallow.  You  must  sdlow  me  to  inti-o  duce  you  to  him.' 
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The  introduction  pasaed ;  and  my  zealous  cicerone  again  approached  with  iacreated 
importance  of  aspect.  '  A  gentleman/  he  said,  '  worth  at  least  half  a  million,  had 
ezpressdl  a  desire  to  make  my  acquaintance.*  This  was  gratifying,  and,  of  course, 
not  to  be  denied.  A  third  time  did  our  worthy  entertainer  return  to  the  charge ; 
and,  before  taking  my  departure,  I  had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  an  indiri- 
dual,  who  was  stated  to  be  still  more  opulent  than  his  predecessors.  Had  I  been 
presented  to  so  many  bags  of  dollars,  instead  of  to  their  possessors,  the  ceremony 
would  have  been  quite  as  interesting,  and  perhaps  less  troublesome.** 

This  is  very  effectively  and  pleasantly  sketched.  There  is  no  sur- 
charging, no  amplifying  upon  the  folly ;  it  is  seized  in  its  simplicity,  in 
its  nakedness,  without  shame.  But  have  we  not  enough  of  this  at 
home  ?  Who  is  it  that  commemorates  the  yeoman's  proud  appeal  to 
the  Yorkshire  Bench  of  Magistrates — ''  Sir,  there  is  half  a  million 
a-year  on  that  Bench  ?" 

In  English  society  the  expre^ion  of  Mammon  Worship  varies  from 
that  in  New  York,  according  to  the  difference  in  the  circumstances  of 
wealth.  The  American  said,  "  Do  you  observe  that  tall  thin  man  with 
a  cast  in  his  eye,  and  his  nose  a  little  cocked  ?  Well,  that  man,  not 
three  months  ago,  made  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  a  single  specu- 
lation in  tallow.  You  must  allow  me  to  introduce  you  to  him."  This 
is  not  merely  a  respect  for  possession, — a  respect  for  a  man  worth  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars ; — it  is  a  respect  for  the  successful  ability* 
It  is,  therefore,  a  respect  far  more  excusable,  far  less  sordid  than  that 
whidi  waits  upon  a  man  in  £ngland  who  exhibits  the  signs  of  wealth 
without  showing  any  signs  of  the  industry  or  ingenuity  by  which  it 
could  be  acquired.  Here  the  man  who  had  acquired  a  fortune  by  a 
Speculation  in  tallow  would  be  a  person  of  fur  less  consideration  than 
his  heir,  possessing  the  fortune  without  the  capacity  for  acquiring  it, 
or  for  putting  bread  into  his  mouth  had  he  been  destitute.  In  aristo- 
cratic England,  the  nearer  to  merit  the  farther  from  honour.  Amongst 
Peers,  a  new  Peer  is  a  nobody ;  not  because  his  Peerage  has  been  ob- 
tained without  desert, — for  Peers  think  little  of  that,  and  reverentially 
of  the  favour  of  the  Sovereign  however  exhibited, — ^but  because  he  is  only 
ihejirst  of  an  ennobled  house.  The  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  imbe- 
ciles is  of  more  honoured  title  in  aristocratic  opinion  than  a  Wellington 
or  a  Nelson.  To  proceed  to  the  second  instance : — ^*  A  gentleman/'  says 
the  American,  '^  worth  half  a  million,  has  expressed  a  desire  to  make 
your  acquaintance."  This  would  not  be  said  in  English  society.  Here 
they,  on  such  occasions,  talk  of  the  signs  of  the  wealth  instead  of  going 
•traight  to  the  money  bags,  which  are  weighed  apropos  of  matrimonial 
or  election  canvasses.  Here  the  speech  would  have  been, — A  gentle- 
man who  gives  devilish  good  dinners,  or  a  gentleman  who  drives  four- 
in-hand,  or  a  gentleman  who  keeps  hounds,  or  a  gentleman  who  owns 
one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  county,  desires  to  make  your  acquaint- 
ance. We  have  an  advantage  in  this  respect ;  for,  as  it  is  the  signs  of 
wealth  by  which  acquaintances  profit  in  hospitality,  provided  there  be 
the  signs,  the  wealth  itself  is  a  matter  of  indifference.  If  a  man,  thou- 
sands worse  than  a  beggar,  gives  grand  entertainments,  they  are  not  a 
whit  less  acceptable  because  they  are  at  the  expense  of  his  creditors. 
No  one  cares  to  ask  how  he  does  it,  so  that  he  does  it  handsomely. 
*'  To  keep  up  appearances,"  (as  the  phrase  goes,)  is  the  great  business 
in  England ;  that  is  to  say,  to  make  a  show  exceeding  the  means,  which 
may  impose  on  observers. 

Cyril  Thornton  imputes  to  the  Americans  not  only  the  practice  of 
dishonesties  which  just  escape  iJie  cognizance  of  justice,  but  a  pride  in 
them;  and  saysi  that  stories  <^ successfol  roguery  are  told  ia  honoor  of 
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the  perpetrator's  cleverness.  We  suspect  that  a  foreigner  might  make 
the  same  remark  in  England.  In  all  societies^  rebels  against  morality 
will  be  found.  We  have  heard  young  men  of  fashion^  or  would-bo 
men  of  fashion,  boast  of  exploits  for  which  they  deserved  to  be  hung. 
Take  the  following  anecdote,  one  among  many,  for  example ;  and  let 
Cyril  Thornton  match  its  rascality,  if  he  can,  with  any  story  of  Am^f 
ricaii  over-reaching  in  trade: — A  certain  Lord  seduced  from  her  home 
the  daughter  of  a  grocer  in  the  city.  The  nobleman  was  deep  in  debt, 
moneyless,  and  without  credit.  He  took  the  girl  to  an  inn  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  London,  where  he  staid  till  he  was  tired  of  his  amour;  but 
he  could  not  quit  the  house  without  paying  the  bill,  and  he  had  not  th^ 
means.  He  wrote  an  anonymous  letter  to  the  father,  telling  him  wherf 
and  with  whom  his  daughter  was  to  be  found.  The  father  instantly 
hurried  to  the  house,  and  claimed  his  child  :  his  Lordship  pretended  to 
resist  giving  her  up,  and,  at  last,  stated  the  circumstance  that  they 
were  in  debt  in  the  house ;  that  both  must  remain  till  the  bill  wa# 
discharged,  or  that  there  would  be  a  public  exposure ;  and  that  he  was 
without  money.  The  father,  anxious  to  hush  up  the  disgrace  of  hl9 
family^  and  to  recover  his  daughter,  paid  the  bill :  and  so  the  matter 
ended ;  the  noble  seducer  having  thus  made  the  father  pay  for  the 
debauchery  of  his  own  child.  For  the  truth  of  this  story  we  cannot 
vouch,  but  for  this  we  can  vouch, — that  we  have  heard  it  told  by  the 
young  men  of  the  day,  with  much  unction^  as  an  example  of  admirabU 
ingenuity. 

In  all  walks  of  life,  some  lawless  ground  will  be  founds  in  which  Xh% 
less  scrupulous  run  riot  against  the  general  opinions  of  society.  Among 
lawyers,  among  surgeons,  among  merchants,  among  tradesmen^  we  hear 
anecdotes  of  address  or  dexterity  which  seem,  to  those  not  making  the 
allowances  of  the  tribe,  very  much  like  anecdotes  of  roguery.  The  pre- 
sent Chancellor  hears  counsel  for  a  Playwright  in  an  action  against  th^ 
Managers  of  a  theatre.  The  Plaintiff  had  been  employed  to  write  a 
drama  for  a  rein  deer — in  other  words,  a  drama  in  which  a  rein  deer  was 
to  perform  the  principal  part :  the  rein  deer  died;  the  author  claimed 
for  the  piece  he  had  written.  The  Managers  reliised  to  satisfy  his 
demand.  Mr.  Brougham  stated  that  the  Plaintiff  had  performed  his 
part  of  the  agreement,  had,  in  short,  written  the  piece ;  and  argued  that 
his  labour  was  not  to  go  for  nothing  because  the  rein  deer  died.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  L.50;  (if  we  remember  correctly;) 
and  Mr.  Brougham  then  chuckling  ut  his  success,  handed  about  among 
his  learned  brethren  the  piece,  which  was  a  sheet  of  paper  scrawled  over 
with  such  heads  as  these : — Scene  1st,  Moonlight,  cottage  at  the  side^ 
mountains  in  the  back  ground  ;  enter  old  man,  to  soft  music.  Scene 
2d,  Inside  of  a  cottage,  with  skins  hanging  from  the  walls,  spears^  homo, 
antlers^  and  hunters'  gear.  The  success  upon  such  grounds  seemed  the 
greater  triumph  to  the  Bar ;  but  another  judgment  upon  the  matter 
would  be  exercised  by  those  not  of  the  gown,  and  not  acquiescent  in  its 
morality.  A  few  such  anecdotes  as  these,  picked  up  in  America,  serve 
for  impeachment  of  the  national  morals,  and  make  the  narrator  blesf 
himself  that  we  of  happy  monarchical  England  are  not  reproachable 
with  such  laxity  of  principle. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Ciuarterly  Review  there  appeared  a  clever 
article,  descriptive  of  the  hunting  in  Leicestershire,  in  which  the  aris- 
tocratic humanities  were  strikingly  illustrated  It  showed  that  if  the 
most  dangerous  accidents  occurred  in  the  chase,  the  noble  sportsmen 
would  not  sacrifice  their  pleasure  to  render  assistance  to  a  sufl^er,  and 

^  3  B  2 


682  Men  and  Manners  in  America, 

would  gallop  heedlessly  on,  though  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature,  a  com- 
panion, or  friendy  depended  on  their  aid.  We  give  a  couple  of  these  pic- 
tures : — 

"  Two  horses  are  seen  loose  in  the  distance — a  report  is  flying  about 
that  one  of  the  field  is  badly  hurt,  and  something  is  heard  of  a  collar 
bone  being  broken ;  others  say  it  is  a  leg  ;  but  the  pace  iS  loo  good  to 
inquire.  A  cracking  of  rails  is  now  heard,  and  one  gentleman's  horse 
is  to  be  seen  resting,  nearly  balanced,  across  one  of  them,  his  rider  being 
on  his  back  in  the  ditch,  which  is  on  the  landing  side.  '  Who  is  he  ?' 
says  Lord  Brudenell  to  Jack  Stevens.  *  Can't  tell,  my  Lord ;  but  I 
thought  it  was  a  queerish  place  when  I  came  o'er  it  before  him.*  It  is 
evidently  a  case  of  peril,  but  the  pace  is  too  good  to  afford  help.  • 

•         *         •         ♦  '  Who  is  that  under  his  horse  in  the  brook  ?' 

inquires  that  good  sportsman,  and  fine  rider,  Mr.  Green  of  Rolleston, 
whose  noted  old  mare  had  just  skimmed  over  the  water  like  a  swallow 
on  a  summer's  evening.  '  Only  Dick  Christian,'  answers  Lord  Tonas- 
ter,  *  and  it  is  nothing  new  to  him  !* — '  But  he'll  be  drowned,'  exclaims 
Lord  Kinnaird.  *  I  shouldn't  wonder,*  observes  Mr.  William  Colce. 
But  the  pace  is  too  good  to  inquire." 

»The  men  whose  pleasures  so  steel  their  hearts  are  legislators  who  would 
be  loud  in  reprobation  of  the  brutalities  of  the  people.  What  inference 
mieht  not  a  hasty  observer  draw  from  a  barbarous  selfishness,  practised 
and  recorded,  not  only  without  shame  but  with  boast !  A  critic  such 
as  those  on  America  would  argue  that  these  actions  in  the  field  might 
only  prove  the  depravity  of  the  individuals,  but  that  the  blazonry  of 
them  in  the  organ  of  the  aristocracy  denotes  the  barbarism  of  the  whole 
public. 

Had  a  foreigner  heard  Lord  Winchilsea  express  his  eagerness  to  put 
to  death  with  his  own  hand  some  one  who  had  scribbled  offensive  re- 
marks upon  the  Queen,  what  would  he  have  thought  of  the  humanity 
of  the  assembly  in  which  this  savage,  lawless  sentiment  was  uttered 
without  rebuke  ?  Would  he  not  argue  that  if  it  were  as  odious  as  it 
should  be  to  the  feelings  of  society,  the  Lords  would,  for  the  sake  of 
decency,  of  public  decorum,  have  rebuked  and  discountenanced  the 
brutal  avowal.  We  know  sufficiently  ^vell  our  own  state  of  society ; 
and  we  know  that  the  readiness  to  resort  to  murderous  violence,  which 
was  boastfully  declared  by  that  pillar  of  the  Church,  Lord  Winchilsea, 
is  severely  condemned,  and  severely  punished  when  it  is  discovered  in 
the  lowest  of  the  rabble.  But  the  question  isy  what  would  he  thought 
of  such  appearances  by  foreigners,  judging  of  us  as  we  judge  of  other 
nations.  Dennis  Collins,  acting  upon  the  vindictive  sentiment  that 
Lord  Winchilsea  avowed,  threw  a  stone  at  the  King,  and  is  deprived  of 
his  liberty.  His  offence  did  not  lack  rebuke.  Also,  when  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  was  pelted  by  the  mob,  all  proper  things  were  said  in 
condemnation  of  violence.  The  silent  toleration  of  Lord  Winchilsea's 
ebullition,  proves  nothing  against  the  common  sentiment.  The  Ameri- 
can who  judged  us  from  j)articular  instances  would  be  grossly  in  error ; 
and  equally  mistaken  must  be  the  English  traveller  who  constructs 
charges  against  the  people  of  the  United  States,  upon  anecdotes  of 
roguery  or  depravity  which  he  has  observed  to  obtain  sympathetic  or 
admiring  auditors  in  particular  classes.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted 
that  the  Americans  ore,  to  a  man,  a  money-getting  people  ;  and,  in  the 
race  of  Mammon,  scruples  are  too  likely  to  be  trampled  under  foot.  On 
the  other  hand,  money- spending  classes  have  their  vices ;  they  wiH 
have  indulgences,  let  law  and  morality  say  what  they  will  to  the  con- 
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trary.     Cyril  Thornton,  in  proof  of  the  laxity  of  morals  in  America^ 
tells  the  following  story  : — 

*^  I  had  returned  from  my  ramble,  and  wus  sitting  near  the  stove  in  the  public 
room,  engaged  in  the  dullest  of  all  tasks,  reading  an  American  newspaper,  when  a 
woman  and  a  girl,  about  ten  years  old,  entered,  cold  and  shirering,  haying  just  been 
discharged  from  a  Boston  stage-coach.  The  woman  was  respectable  in  appearance, 
rather  good-looking,  and  eridently  belonging  to  what  may  in  this  country  be  called 
the  middling  class  of  society.  Siie  immediately  inquired,  at  what  hour  the  steam-boat 
set  off  for  New  York ;  and,  on  learning  that,  owing  to  the  river  being  frozen  up,  it 
started  from  Newhavcn,  some  thirty  miles  lower,  she  was  evidently  much  discom- 
posed, and  informed  the  landlord,  that  calculating  on  meeting  the  steam-boat  that 
morning  at  Hartford,  her  pocket  was  quite  unprepared  for  the  expense  of  a  further 
Jand  journey,  and  the  charges  of  different  sorts  necessarily  occasioned  by  a  day's 
delay  on  the  road. 

'<  The  landlord  shrugged  up  his  shoulders  and  walked  off;  the  Irish  waiter  looked 
at  her  with  something  of  a  quizzical  aspect ;  and  an  elderly  gentleman,  engaged  like 
myself  in  reading  a  newspaper,  r.iiscd  his  eyes  for  a  moment,  discharged  his  saliva  on 
the  carpet,  and  then  resumed  his  occupation.  Though  evidently  without  a  willing 
audience,  the  woman  continued  her  complaints ;  informed  us  she  had  left  her  husband 
in  Boston  to  visit  her  brother  in  New  York  ;  explained  and  re-explained  the  cause  of 
her  misfortune,  and  a  dozen  times  at  least  concluded  by  an  assurance, — of  the  truth 
of  which  the  whole  party  were  quite  satisfied,— that  she  was  sadly  puzzled  what 
to  do. 

<'  In  such  circumstances,  I  know  not  whether  it  was  benevolence,  or  a  desire  to 
put  a  stop  to  her  detestable  iteration,  or  a  mingled  motive  compounded  of  both,  that 
prompted  me  to  offer  to  supply  her  Avith  any  money  she  might  require.  However,  I 
did  so  ;  and  the  offer,  though  not  absolutely  refused,  was  certainly  very  ungraciously 
received.  She  stared  at  me ;  expressed  no  thanlis,  and  again  commenced  the  detail  of 
her  grievances,  of  which,  repetition  had  something  staled  the  infinite  variety.  I  there- 
fore left  the  apartment.  Shortly  after  the  sleigh  for  Ncwhaven  drove  up,  and  I  had  en- 
tirely forgotten  the  amiable  sufferer  and  lier  pecuniary  affliction,  when  she  came  up, 
and  said,  without  any  expression  of  civility,  <*  You  offered  me  money ;  Til  take  it.*^ 
I  asked  how  much  she  wished.  She  answered,  sixteen  dollars,  which  I  immediately 
ordered  my  servant  to  give  her.  Being  a  Scotchman,  liowever,  he  took  the  prudent 
precaution  of  requesting  her  address  in  New  York,  and  received  a  promise  that  the 
amount  of  her  debt  should  be  transmitted  to  Bunker*s  on  the  following  day. 

**  A  week  passed  after  my  arrival  in  New  York,  and  I  heard  no  more  either  of  the 
doUara  or  my  fellow-traveller;  and,  being  curious  to  know  whether  I  had  been  cheated, 
I  at  length  sent  to  demand  repayment.  My  servant  came  back  with  the  money.  He 
had  seen  the  woman,  Avho  expressed  neither  thanks  nor  gratitude ;  and  on  being  asked 
why  she  had  violated  her  promise  to  discharge  the  debt,  answered  that  she  could  not 
be  at  the  trouble  of  sending  the  money,  for  she  supposed  it  was  my  business  to  ask 
for  it.  It  should  be  added,  that  the  house  in  wliich  she  resided,  was  that  of  her  bro- 
ther, a  respectable  shopkeeper  in  one  of  the  best  streets  in  New  York,  whose  estab- 
lishment certainly  betrayed  no  indication  of  poverty. 

"  The  truth  Is,  that  the  woman  was  very  far  from  being  a  swindler.  She  %vai  only 
a  Yankee,  and  troubled  with  an  indisposition — somewhat  endemic  In  New  England 
— to  pay  money.  She  thought,  perhaps,  that  a  man  who  had  been  so  impiiident  as 
to  lend  to  a  stranger,  might  be  so  negligent  as  to  forget  to  demand  repayment.  The 
servant  might  have  lost  her  address ;  in  short,  it  was  better  to  take  the  chances, 
however,  small,  of  ultimately  keeping  the  money,  than  to  j-cstore  it  unasked.  All 
this  might  be  very  sagacious ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  very  high-principled  nor  very 
honest.** 

This  story  will  bear  two  interpretations.  It  is  possible  that  the 
woman  was  as  dishonestly  disposed  and  as  ungrateful  as  the  \»Titer 
deems  her ;  or  may  it  not  have  been,  that,  expecting  assistance  in  such 
circumstances  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  sense  of  obligation  was  slight ; 
and  as  for  the  money  not  having  been  sent  to  the  lender,  gaUan- 
try  might  have  required  that  the  lady  should  be  saved  the  trouble. 
Lively  gratitude  for  little  services  of  mere  humanity  would  not  denote 
a  kindly  state  of  society.  These  should  be  things  of  course.  Then  for 
the  gallantry : — if  a  gentleman  lends  a  lady  a  cloak,  an  umbrella,  a 
book;  or  any  such  article  of  small  value,  when  she  asks  him  the  address 
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to  which  it  shall  be  returned^  is  not  the  usual  answer,  ''  Don't  gire 
yourself  the  trouble  to  send  it,  for  I  will  send  to  your  house  for  it." 
But  in  an  affair  of  money,  this  would  not  seem  delicate  to  an  English- 
man ;  and  why  not  ?  Because  an  Englishman  always  supposes  the 
payment  of  money  to  be  an  act  of  reluctance  and  pain  ;  and  that  to  ask 
it,  is  to  aHk  something  afflicting,  which  politeness  would  wait,  but  not 
press.  Americans  may  not  so  consider  the  matter.  They  may  think 
AS  little  of  sending  for  the  return  of  a  loan  of  money,  as  we  do  for  send- 
ing for  the  return  of  a  cloak  or  an  umbrella,  a  book,  or  any  such  mat- 
ter. It  is  the  little  reliance  which  we  have  in  the  honesty  of  each 
other,  that  makes  an  application  for  the  return  of  a  loan  seem  indeli- 
cate ;  that  is,  seem  like  distrusting  the  punctuality  or  the  probity  of 
the  borrower.  The  story  of  our  author  is  equivocal ;  and  we  only  offer 
an  interpretation,  of  which  it  allows,  without  arguing  for  the  probability 
of  its  truth. 

Cyril  Thornton  falls  into  a  very  common  error  respecting  equality^ 
No  reasonable  republican  desires,  or  believes  in  the  possibility  of  an 
equality  of  respect  and  consideration  for  all  men  alike.  In  order  to 
suppose  such  a  state,  we  must  suppose  an  equality  of  talent  and  nrtue^ 
All  the  equality  that  is  rationally  to  be  wished,  is  an  equality  in  rights, 
which  of  necessity  excludes  any  peculiar  privileges  or  arbitrary  distinc- 
tions. The  field  should  be  level  and  fair  for  all ;  but  some  must  be 
backward  and  some  forward  in  the  race ;  and  the  honour  of  the  foremost 
pwtheir  due.  Cyril  Thornton  observes  that  he  does  not  find  an  equality 
tiiAhoiiUttited  States,  which  is  undesirable  and  impossible. 

^/'*lVfe  the  fashion  to  call  the  United  States  the  land  of  liberty  and  equality.  Tf 
thA  Mfm  equality  be  understood  simply  as  implying,  that  there  exists  no  privileged 
order  in  America,  the  assertion,  thouj^h  not  strictly  true,  may  pass.  In  any  wider 
acceptation  it  is  mere  nonsense.  There  is  quite  as  much  practical  equality  in  Lirer- 
pool  as  New  York.  The  magnates  of  the  Exchange  do  not  strut  less  proudly  in  the 
latter  city  than  in  the  former;  nor  are  their  wives  and  daughters  more  backward  in 
supporting  their  pretensions.  In  such  matters  legislative  enactments  can  do  nothing. 
Man*s  vanity,  and  the  desire  of  distinction  inherent  in  his  nature,  cannot  be  repressed. 
If  obstructed  in  one  outlet,  it  will  only  gush  forth  with  greater  vehemence  at  anothei. 
The  most  contemptible  of  mankind  has  some  talent  of  mind  or  body,  some  attrac- 
tion—virtue — accomplishment — dexterity — or  gift  of  fortune, — in  short,  something 
ital  or  imaginary,  on  which  he  arrogates  superiority  to  those  around  him.  The  rich 
man  looks  down  upon  the  poor,  the  learned  on  the  ignorant,  the  orator  on  him  un- 
bleaaed  with  the  gift  of  tongues ;  and  <  he  that  is  a  true-bom  gentleman,  and  standi 
upon  the  honour  of  his  birth/  despises  the  roiurier,  whose  talents  have  raised  him  to 

an  estimation  in  society  perhaps  superior  to  his  own. 

•  •••••••• 

*<T*other  uight,  at  a  ball,  I  had  the  honour  to  converse  a  good  deal  with  a  lady, 
who  is  confess^ly  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  hemisphere  of  fishion.  Slie 
inquired  what  I  thought  of  the  company.  I  answered,  *  that  I  had  rarely  seen  a 
party  in  any  aountry  in  which  the  average  of  beauty  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  high.* 

^'Indeed!*  answered  my  fair  companion,  with  an  expression  of  surprise;  'it 
would  seem  that  you  English  gentlemen  are  not  difficult  to  please ;  but  does  it  strike 
yon,  that  Oie  arerage  is  equally  high  as  regards  air,  manner,  fashion  P* 

^ '  In  regard  to  such  matters,*  I  replied,  *  I  certainly  could  not  claim  for  the  party 
in  question  any  remarkable  distinction ;  but  that,  in  a  scene  so  animated,  and  bril- 
liant with  youth,  beauty,  and  gaiety  of  spirit,  I  was  little  disposed  to  play  the  critic* 

"  *  Nar,*  replied  my  opponent,  for  the  conversation  had  already  begun  to  assume 
MHnething  of  the  form  of  argument,  *  it  surely  requires  no  spirit  of  rigid  criticism, 
to  discriminate  between  such  a  set  of  vulgarians,  as  you  see  collected  here,  and  ladies 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  move  in  a  higher  and  better  circle.  Mrs.  — —  is  ui 
Qdd  person,  and  makes  it  a  point  to  bring  together  at  her  balls  all  the  riff-raff  of  the 
plaoe^-people  whom,  if  you  were  to  remain  ten  years  in  New  York,  you  would  pro- 
bably never  meet  anywhere  else.  I  assure  you  there  are  not  a  dozen  girls  in  tmf 
tiuii  I  shotild  think  of  admitting  to  my  own  parties.* 
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«  Thus  driyen  from  the  field,  I  yentured  to  direct  her  notice  to  leyeral  elegant  and 
pretty  girls,  aboat  whom  I  asked  some  questions.  Their  attractions,  however,  were 
ei(her  not  admitted,  or  when  ^these  were  too  decided  to  allow  of  direct  negation,  the 
subject  w^as  ingeniously  evaded.  If  I  talked  of  a  pretty  foot,  I  was  told  its  owner 
was  the  daughter  of  a  tobacconist.  If  I  admired  a  graceful  dancer,  I  was  assured 
(what  I  certainly  should  not  have  discovered)  that  the  young  lady  was  of  vulgar 
manners,  and  without  education.  Some  were  so  utterly  unknown  to  fame,  that  their 
yery  names^  birth,  habits,  and  connexions  were  buried  in  the  most  profound  and  im« 
penetrable  obscurity.  In  short,  a  Count  of  the  Empire,  with  his  sixteen  quarteringSy 
probably  would  not  have  thought,  and  certainly  would  not  have  spoken,  with  cou« 
tempt  half  so  virulent  of  those  fair  piebeians.** 

We  see  in  this  picture  of  manners  nothing  but  what  must  be  rec- 
koned on.  There  is  folly :  but  the  soil  for  it  is  shallow ;  and  the  tobac-* 
conist,  and  the  vulgarian,  and  the  unknown,  have  small  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  insolence  of  superior  fortune^  while  the  course  is  open  for 
their  exertions^  and  no  advantages  are  possessed  by  any  which  it  is  not 
for  industry  and  talent,  unaided  by  favour,  and  unthwarted  by  preju<r 
dice,  to  attain. 

It  has  not  been  our  design  to  write  a  criticism  upon  the  book  before 
us.  We  raise  no  question  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  representations ;  but 
taking  them  as  we  find  them,  we  say,  '^  Look  at  home."  The  mute 
may  be  in  our  brother's  eye,  but  the  beam  is  in  our  own.  It  is,  how«* 
ever^  impossible  to  read  the  book  without  noting  some  evidence  of  pre* 
judice,  which  a  moment's  reflection  must  have  corrected.  Thus,  in  ob« 
serving  on  the  American  army,  the  author  says,  '^  The  truth  is,  that 
men  accustomed  to  democracy,  can  never  be  brought  to  submit  patiently 
to  the  rigours  of  military  discipline/*  Has  the  author  to  learn  that  tlui 
discipline  of  the  American  navy  is  the  severest  in  the  world ;  and  can 
he  doubt  that  the  discipline  to  which  republicans  submit  on  board  a 
ahip^  they  would  submit  to  on  shore,  if  any  object  fur  it  existed,  or  any 
use  appeared.  In  peace  or  war,  the  effect  of  discipline  is  manifest  in 
the  working  of  a  ship,  which  has  always  the  elements  to  battle  with ; 
but  a  regiment  without  prospect  of  employment  on  active  service  has 
no  practical  application  of  the  efficiency  produced  by  painful  discipline. 
In  England,  the  soldiery  in  profound  peace  may,  for  all  the  troubles  of 
training,  console  themselves  with  the  thought,  that  if  their  discipline 
be  not  useful  against  a  foreign  foe,  it  may  be  available  against  their 
fellow-countrymen;  but  in  the  United  States,  no  such  thought  can 
exist ;  and  if  they  are  sufficiently  disciplined  to  overmatch  the  poor 
Indians,  all  the  purposes  of  their  appointment  are  accomplished.  We 
were  acquainted  with  a  British  General,  aged  nearly  eighty,  and  in  the 
care  of  a  nurse,  who  for  the  last  twenty  years  uf  his  life  had  patrioti- 
cally lathered  his  beard  with  cold  water,  and  gone  without  his  break- 
fast, .that  he  might  be  the  better  prepared  for  the  hardships  of  a  cam- 
paign, in  which  he  expected  to  be  called  to  a  command.  As  ridiculous 
as  thisy  might  seem  to  Americans,  the  rigours  of  discipline  in  the  secu- 
rities of  peace  and  their  trans-atlantic  position. 

Cyril  Thornton  observes  a  fatal  error  in  the  education  of  the  military 
cadets — ''  a  certain  slouch  about  the  shoulders ;"  and  our  English  mar- 
tinets cannot  suppose  it  possible  that  men  can  fight  who  are  not  as 
straight  as  ramrods.  I'hey  should  remember,  however,  that  the 
French,  with  their  round  shoulders  and  slovenly  discipline,  drubbed 
all  the  straight  backs  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  sometimes  had 
a  fugitive  view  of  the  British.  We  beat  them  at  last, — but  for  many 
a  day  the  English  army  was  as  unpopular,  and  probably  as  neglected 
and  inefficient,  as  the  American  is  now  described  as  being. 
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LAW-REFORMERS   AND   LAW-MAKERS. 

A  Political  Parson  is  not  a  more  offensive  character  than  a  med- 
dling judge.  Sufficient  for  the  jud^e  is  the  business  of  his  Court,  and 
he  cannot  with  any  propriety  travel  out  of  it  to  play  the  censor  in  mat- 
ters of  legislation.  If  he  will  assume  the  critic  he  lays  himself  open  to 
criticism.  The  judge  should  expose  himself  as  little  as  possible  to  ques- 
tion. If  he  intrude  opinions  liable  to  controversy,  and  the  judgment 
of  society  goes  against  nim,  his  error  in  a  matter  which  the  public  un- 
derstands induces  the  presumption  of  error  in  matters  which  it  does  not 
understand.  The  judge's  authority  is  thus  brought  into  distrust  where 
it  may  be  entitled  to  confidence,  by  his  exhibition  of  fallibility  in  a 
ground  beyond  his  province.  When  public  opinion  decides  against  the 
intruded  dogmas  of  a  judge,  his  usefulness  is  impaired,  his  credit  shaken, 
his  respect  compromised.  The  occasion  of  these  words  is  an  imperti- 
nent sally  of  Mr.  Justice  Alderson  at  the  Somerset  Assizes,  in  charge 
ing  the  Grand  Jury,  he  thought  it  not  indecent  to  launch  into  a  lecture 
against  the  Chancellor's  attempts  to  improve  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. The  proposed  establishment  of  Local  Courts  was  obviously  the 
immediate  object  of  attack ;  but  Mr.  Justice  Alderson  did  not  argue  so 
much  against  the  Courts  as  against  the  imputed  ignorance  in  which  the 
innovation  (renovation  we  should  say)  was  attempted. 

'^  It  was  a  desirable  thing,"  said  the  learned  Judge,  '<  that  the  cnstom  which  had 
contlnaed  for  so  long  a  time  in  this  realm,  of  administering  justice  iu  frequent  assem- 
blages of  tlie  people,  in  a  regular  progress  throuj(h  the  different  counties,  should  be  re- 
tained ;  and  that  it  should  combine,  as  it  had  hitherto  combined,  the  great  advantage 
of  bringing  justice  home  to  erery  man  in  his  county.     When  he  spoke  of  the  errors 
of  the  law,  they  must  permit  him  to  call  their  attention  to  those  errors  which  it  had 
in  common  with  all  other  merely  human  institutions;  but  he  would  have  them  con- 
sider how  impossible  they  were  to  be  corrected,  unless  with  the  assistance  of  those 
acquainted  with  the  science.  Surely  he  would  be  a  foolish  man  who  should  endeavour 
to  correct  anything  in  a  s(eam-engine,   or  to  improve  it,  without  being  first  himself 
acquainted  with  its  general  principles,  and  the  particular  application  of  those  princi- 
ples to  the  machine.     What  would  they  think  of  a  man  who  would  endeavour  to  im- 
prove the  state  of  agriculture,  or  the  mode  of  commerce,  without  knowing  anything 
at  all  i*elative  to  them  ?     They  would  say  of  such  a  person,  he  was  something  ap. 
proaching  to  a  fool ;  and  should  they  say  less  of  those  who  imagined  themselves  capa- 
ble of  improving  the  most  difllicult  science  then  existing — involving  the  consideration 
of  the  common  nature  and  habits  of  those  whom  it  was  to  govern? — of  the  motives 
which  influenced  their  conduct,  and  of  those  particular  points  to  which  any  civil 
government   could   be    applied,   and   adding   to   these   the  different   ciixumstances 
connected  with  civil   contracts— considering  the  various  natures  of  property,  rw»l 
and  personal,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  and  that 
by  which  it  was  to  be  transferre^l   from  one  man   to  another — when  they  added 
to  the;>e  the  disturbances  constantly  produced  in  all  general  rules  which  required 
adjustment — who  would   contemplate  all   these   without   deprecating  the  rashness 
of  those  who  would  rush  on  and  tear  asunder  all  its  complicated  machinery  ?     The 
great  evil  of  the  present  day  wns  a  morbid  desire  |tO  alter  the  legislation ;  which 
was  only  to  be  compared  to  a  quack  medicine,  which  lett  the  patient  worse  than  it 
found  him.     He  would  rend  to  them  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most  eloquent  men  of 
the  day — he  wished  he  could  say  one  of  this  country,  for  he  was  an  honour  to  any 
country — he  meant  Dr.  Chaining,  who  said,  no  man  was  foimd  who  doubted  that  a 
steady  Government  was  a  gn-at  good  ;  but  it  did  this  good,  chiefly  negatively,  by  re- 
pressing injustice,  and  securing  property  from  invasion  ;  it  conferred  little  positive 
good.     Its  office  was  not  to  confer  happiness  itself,  but  to  give  those  who  lived  under 
it  an  opportunity  of  workini^  out  happiness  themselves.     It  was  to  be  compared  to  a 
piece  of  land,  where  the  individual  hati  his  choice,  whether  the  enclosure  should  be 
a  paradise  or  a  waste — it  would  not  till  or  reap  the  produce;  whether  it  should  be 
productive  or  not,  would  depend  upon  ourselves.     That  ther^  were  faults  in  the  law 
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no  man  could  doubt,  many  of  which  required  to  be  corrected ;  but  they  demanded 
great  circumspection,  and  the  union  of  the  greatest  learning,  the  most  extensive  fore- 
sight, and  the  moat  consummate  prudence.  And  he  would  add  his  most  ardent  hope, 
that  these  might  be  accomplished  by  the  union  of  men  of  all  professions,  of  every 
science  assisting,  but  not  acting  without  the  profession  of  the  law,  into  whicli  neither 
party  feeling  nor  prejudice  should  be  allowed  to  enter;  but,  above  all,  where  the 
mere  love  of  popularity  ought  not  to  be  suffered  for  one  moment  to  intrude." 

It  is  curious  that  though  the  union  of  such  rare  and  eminent  qualities 
is  declared  neces.sary  for  law  reform,  the  business  of  making  laws  is 
committed  to  the  thoughtless,  the  ignorant,  the  unpractised,  the  rash, 
the  interested.  If  such  a  union  as  above  described,  be  essential  for  cor- 
recting the  defects  of  law,  what  should  the  union  be,  for  making  the  law? 
Should  men,  by  the  accident  of  birth,  be  authorized  to  make  laws,  the 
correction  of  the  faults  of  which  requires  ''  great  circumspection,"  *^  the 
g-eatest  learning,"  "the  most  extensive  foresight,"  and  **  the  most  con- 
aummate  prudence;"  "the  union  of  men  of  all  professions,  of  every  science, 
assisting,  but  not  acting  without  the  profession  of  the  law,  into  which 
neither  party  feeling  nor  prejudice  should  be  allowed  to  enter,  but  above 
alt  these,  the  mere  love  of  popularity  ought  not  to  be  suffered  for  one 
moment  to  intrude."  Compare  these  rare  ingredients  for  awarding 
laws,  with  the  notorious  ingredients  of  the  assemblies  for  making  them. 

Let  us  suppose  a  people  among  whom  shoemaking  is  as  law-making 
in  England ;  some  being  born  to  the  privilege  of  making  shoes,  and 
others  empowered  by  election.  To  follow  out  the  parallel,  we  must 
suppose  a  marvellously  foolish  people  ;  for  we  must  suppose  that  the. 
elected  shoemakers  are  chosen  without  any  inquiry  whether  they  have 
ever  applied  themselves  to  the  art  of  making  shoes.  We  must  swppow 
that  they  choose  their  shoemakers  not  for  any  skill  they  have  in  shajjitt^' 
and  stitching,  but  for  things  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  business^ 
If  a  man  has  shown  that  he  can  ably  fight  ships,  he  is  made  a  shoe- 
maker ;  if  another  has  shown  that  he  can  manoeuvre  an  army,  he  is 
made  a  shoemaker ;  if  another  possesses  a  fine  estate  which  has  nursed 
him  in  indolent  ease,  he  is  made  a  shoemaker.  The  people,  we  are 
supposing,  must  not  have  a  notion  that  any  peculiar  skill  is  necessary 
to  the  making  of  shoes ;  indeed,  as  they  see  one  body  of  hereditary  shoe- 
makers, it  is  for  their  comfort  to  suppose  that  no  preparation,  no  ap- 
prenticeship, no  course  of  instruction,  nor  application  of  any  kind,  are 
requisite  for  the  making  of  shoes  ;  and  it  must  be  a  common  sentiment 
with  them,  that  they  want  nothing  but  honesty  in  a  shoemaker.  Having 
imagined  this  curious  polity,  (the  like  of  which,  as  they  say  of  our  con- 
stitution, is  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  world,)  it  is  easy  to  conceive 
the  vehement  prejudice  whicli  would  run  against  cobblers.  Shoemakers 
must  generally  regard  cobblers  with  an  unfavourable  eye ;  but  privileged 
shoemakers  must  see  in  the  cobbling  vocation  a  thing  of  the  last  impor- 
tance. The  cobbling  implies  defects  in  the  shoes  which  have  been 
turned  out  of  hand  as  final  measures  ;  as  shoes  so  perfectly  shaped  as 
never  to  need  change,  and  to  adapt  themselves  to  all  circumstances  of 
growing  feet.  But  the  people,  who  say  they  best  know  where  the  shoe 
pinches,  will  have  the  cobblers  to  stitch, and  patch,  andease;  and  in  this 
case  one  of  those  persons  whose  office  it  is  to  tit  the  shoes  the  authorized 
l}odies  have  made,  holds  forth  the  transcendant  qualities  requisite  in  a 
cobbler,  and  clearly  proves  that  a  competent  cobbler  will  never  be  seen 
on  this  earth  of  imperfections,  unless  he  be  dropped  down  from  heaveu. 
Should  not  the  natural  comment  upon  this  be,  U'hy,  if  such  a  rare  union 
of  accomplishments  be  essential  to  cobbling,  for  Hoaven's  sake  let  us 
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look  to  the  qualifications  of  the  shoemakers ;  for  if  the  mending  is  a 
matter  of  such  perilous  nicety,  what  skill  must  be  necessary  to  the 
makins !  .  If  the  picked  talent  and  knowledge  of  the  land  be  necessary 
to  unnp,  what  must  be  necessary  to  the  stitching  I  Can  the  chances 
of  birth,  (cliances,  as  accompanying  fortune,  and  a  station  commanding 
respect,  without  any  effort  to  deserve  it,  against  the  industry  which  is 
essential  to  any  kind  of  skill,)  and  elections  with  little  heed  of  aptitude, 
suffice  for  doing,  when  so  much  is  requisite  for  undoing,  altering,  and 
amending  ?  Our  parallel  only  makes  clear  what  should  be  sufficiently 
clear  wiUiout  it :  that  Mr.  Justice  Alderson's  representation  of  the  vast 
wisdom  needful  for  the  reform  of  the  law,  reflects  the  severest  satire 


against  laws  which  are  the  work  of  unskilled  hands,  and  the  existing 
system  of  legislation. 

The  Judge  would  contend  for  confiding  law  reform  to  the  lawyers, 
who  profit  by  the  abuses,  and  have  given  this  signal  proof  of  their  un- 
fitness for  the  task,  that  thev  have  been  the  last  to  perceive  the  neces- 
sity or  the  occasion  for  it.     ]?eople  who  are  blind  to  fiaults  are  not  ex- 
actly those  who  should  be  trusted  w^ith  the  correction  of  them.    The 
Jud[ge  says  he  would  be  a  foolish  man  who  should  endeavour  to  amend 
anything  in  a  steam-engine  without  being  first  himself  acquainted 
with  its  general  principles,  and  the  particular  application  of  those  prin- 
ciples to  the  machine.     The  illustration  is  false,  inasmuch  as  it  pro- 
ceeds upon  a  false  assumption.     We  deny  that  lawyers  understand  law 
as  a  science.     They  understand  no  more  of  the  science  of  law  than  a 
sailor  who  works  a  ship  understands  of  the  science  of  naval  architec- 
ture.    Of  Law  as  it  should  he,  lawyers  have  never  thought,  and  never 
will  think,  while  their  best  powers  are  strained  to  the  uttermost  in  mas- 
tering lam  as  it  is*     The  analogy  is  this  :  a  steam-boat  to  go  straight 
to  its  object,  instead  of  a  vessel  beating  about  within  seven  points  of 
the  wind,  first  on  one  tack,  then  on  the  other,  is  wanted ;  and  Mr. 
Justice  Alderson  insists  that  the  old  skippers  are  the  men  to  consider 
whether  such  a  thing  is  feasible,  and  how  it  should  be  planned.     He 
says,  *'  If  you  want  steam,  call  in  the  sailmakers,  consult  them,  and  do 
nothing  without  their  approval ;  have  the  advice  of  the  ropemakers ; 
ask  the  old  topmen  what  they  think  of  it.     Be  counselled  by  those  ex- 
perienced in  sailing,  as  to  the  expediency  of  employing  the  power  of 
steam,  or  making  any  change  in  the  present  methoa  of  equipping  and 
working  ships." 

CHOLERA  ORPHAN  SCHOOLS. 

Schools  for  the  orphans  of  poor  people  cut  off  by  cholera  have  been 
established  at  Bilstou.  The  design  is  charitable ;  but  in  the  mode  of 
carrying  it  into  effect,  every  possible  pain  seems  to  have  been  given  to 
the  objects  of  the  bounty,  and  all  concerned  in  it.  Nothing  has  been 
omitted  of  distressing  commemoration ;  and  the  patrons  hav^  shown 
no  ordinary  skill  in  the  art  of  cherishing  painful  impressions.  First  of 
all,  the  schools  bear  the  description  of  the  Cholera  Schools ;  surely  the 
charity  would  have  been  the  same  had  they  borne  a  less  terrible  name. 
Previously  to  the  solemnity  of  opening  them,  we  are  told  by  the  Waiver^ 
Hampton  Chronicle"^ 

^  A  n$ai  and  well  esecuted  medal  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Ottley,  of  Binnlnf  • 
ham,  to  commemorate  the  sad  everU,  haying  on  one  side  the  front  deration  of  the 
•chooly  with  the  IbUowing  inecription  u^ 
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CHOLERA  ORPHAN  SCHOOL, 
Opened  August  3,  1832. 
Number  of  Orphans  by  Cholera  under  12  yean  of  agfe  450.** 

The  following  description  of   the  ceremonial  is  from  the  fVolver~ 

hampton  Chronicle  : — 

<*  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornings,  the  affecting  business  of  the  day  commenced  ; 
twenty.fi7e  at  a  time  of  these  bereaved  little  ones  were  presented  by  their  friends  to 
the  committee  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  assembled  at  the  Sunday  School-house,  who,  in 
exchange  for  the  received  ticket,  placed  a  medal  round  the  neck  of  each  childj  aW' 
pended  by  a  black  ribandj  indicative  of  its  mournful  deprivation.''* 

Is  this  kind  ?  was  it  necessary  to  oppress  the  spirits  of  these  poor 
children  with  the  record  of  affliction  ?  Is  it  thus  that  the  patrons  would 
have  their  own  children  treated,  if  bereaved  ?  Would  they  desire  a  token 
which  should  daily  remind  them  that  they  had  lost  their  parents  by  the 
most  terrible  of  deaths  ?  Would  they  not  rather  say,  "  For  pity's  sake 
don't  tear  open  their  wounds  afresh;  don't  employ  contrivances  to  awaken 
a  grief  whose  visitations  may  be  too  frequent  for  the  cheerfulness  of 
their  young  hearts,  without  such  artificial  helps  to  sorrow  ?'*  How  do 
we  treat  children  in  the  same  circumstances  who  do  not  happen  to  be 
objects  for  charitable  aid  ?  Do  we  say  hourly  to  them,  "  Remember  that 
your  parent  perished  by  the  torturing  cholera  ?"  Why  then  attach  this 
heart-rending  record  to  the  persons  of  these  poor  children  ?  Why  barb 
the  charity  with  the  remembrance  of  the  frightful  calamity  that  made 
occasion  for  it.  It  was  a  ceremonial,  matter  of  spectacle,  to  suspend 
the  medal  round  the  neck  of  the  orphan  by  a  black  ribbon ;  but  it  was 
a  ceremonial  cruel  to  the  feelings  of  the  children,  however  theatrically 
effective  it  might  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  arrangers  of  the  scene.  We  are 
then  told  that  an  appropriate  prayer  was  read  ;  and  the  feeling  manner 
with  which  this  prayer  was  delivered ;  the  sight  of  upwards  of  480  des- 
titute children ;  the  sobbing  and  distress  of  so  many  poor  widows,  all 
decently  dressed  in  mourning,  with  their  helpless  infants  in  their  arms, 
together  with  the  painful  recollections  of  the  months  of  August  and 
September  last  year,  were  most  affecting.  Indeed,  what  must  be  that 
person  s  heart  who  could  witness  such  a  scene  as  this  unmoved  ?  There 
was  not  an  adult  present  who  was  not  affected  to  tears,  and  many  a  tear 
was  seen  trickling  down  the  cheeks  even  of  little  ones  who  might  have 
been  supposed  too  young  to  understand  or  to  feel  their  unhappy  situa- 
tion. And  this  was  for  charity  !  this  bruising  of  the  young  heart,  this 
touching  it  with  a  sorrow  beyond  the  sensibility  of  its  years  !  Had  not 
affliction  done  enough  with  them  ?  was  not  grief  enough  before  them 
without  this  addition  ?  Might  not  this  taste  of  sorrow  have  been  spared 
in  an  act  of  kindness  ?  was  not  the  object  of  pity  lost  in  the  pageantry  ? 
A  scene  was  got  up  at  the  expense  of  the  sympathies  ;  and  the  Patrons 
forgot  that  what  excited  them  wrung  the  hearts  of  the  bereaved.  In 
the  pleasure  of  people  at  finding  that  they  have  feelings  of  compassion, 
they  often  overlook  the  suflferings  of  those  who  are  made  to  serve  to  the 
discovery. 

We  proceed  with  the  narrative : — 

«  A  procession  was  then  formed  in  the  following  order  : — 

The  Rev.  Wm.  Leigh,  preceded  by  the  Beadle  of  8t  Leonard's ; 

The  Committee  of  Ladies ; 

The  Female  Orphans  who  were  able  to  walk  ; 

Widows  (and  other  friends  of  the  female  children)  carrying  those  Orphans 

who  were  too  young  to  walk  ; 
The  Rev.  H.  S.  Fletcher,  and  the  Dissenting  Ministers  of  varioas  denominations, 

preceded  by  the  Beadle  of  St.  Mary's  ; 
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The  Committee  of  Gentlemen ; 

Orphan  Boys  who  could  walk ; 

Widowi  and  other  friends  carrying  the  Male  lufiints. 

''  Thus  arranged,  the  procession  moved  from  the  cholera  school,  and  proceeded 
through  the  principal  part  of  the  town  in  solemn  silence  and  in  tears,  amidst  thou- 
sands of  sympathizing  spectators,  to  the  church  of  St.  Leonard's,  where  the  morning 
service  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  W.  Leigh,  the  worthy  incumbent,  who  selected 
for  the  occasion  those  beautiful  psalms,  the  34ih,  91st,  and  the  121st;  and  for  the 
lessons,  the  17th  chapter  of  the  1st  Book  of  Kin^s,  and  the  11th  chapter  of  St.  John^s 
Gospel.  After  prayers,  the  Rev.  Gentleman  delivered  to  the  congregation,  consisting 
of  nearly  3,000  persons,  an  extempore  address  in  the  most  eloquent,  impressive,  and 
affecting  manner,  which  was  listened  to  with  intense  interest  and  attention ;  and  when 
he  particularly  addressed  the  poor  children,  the  Rev.  gentleman  himself  was  so  much 
overcome  as  to  be  unable  for  some  time  to  proceed.  II  was  most  gratifying  to  see 
the  effect  his  impressive  address  had  upon  those  children,  who  were  old  enough  to 
comprehend  and  appreciate  the  loss  they  had  sustained^  when  their  departed  parents 
were  alluded  to/* 

Cruel !  cruel  I  absolutely  cruel !  ^Vlien  do  we  find  the  rich  so  handled 
in  their  afflictions  ?  Where  is  the  preacher  who  would  hold  forth  on  the 
bereavements  of  the  children  of  rank  and  wealth  }  Where  is  the  cler- 
gyman who  would  not,  with  respect  to  such  persons,  discover  that  the 
feelings  must  be  spared  ;  that  the  young  heart  must  not  be  wrung;  that 
its  wounds,  yet  green^  would  not  bear  the  touch;  that  silence  must  salve 
them ;  that  even  the  words  of  consolation  would  revive  their  worst  smart 
— that  for  soothing  they  were  too  sensitive  ?  To  whom  but  to  objects 
of  charity,  is  affliction  made  the  topic  of  address  ?  Who  but  the  poor 
are  made  the  subjects  of  this  sort  of  dissection  of  misfortune  ?  Thought- 
less is  the  charity  which  exacts  the  burst  of  revived  sorrow  for  the 
bounty  it  doles  out ;  the  hearths  pang  for  the  hand's  succour. 

We  now  pass  from  the  pathos  of  renewing  the  saddest  afflictions,  to 
the  pathos  of  dealing  out  plum-cake  after  preachment,  wine  after  war. 

<'  After  the  morning  service  had  concluded,  the  children  were  conducted  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  being  arranged  in  lines,  eacfi  child  recciveda  large  piece  ofplum-eakey 
and  a  glass  of  wine.  Thus  terminated  this  most  solemn  and  affecting  ceremony ; 
which  was  conducted  throughout  with  the  utmost  rrgulnrity  and  decorum  ;  audit  was 
highly  pleasing  to  see  the  children  decently  and  cleanly  clad.*' 

It  began  with  reminding  the  poor  children  of  the  horrid  deaths  of  their 
parents,  and  ended  with  the  consolation  of  plum-cake;  and  this  is  called 
charity !  A  spectacle  worse  in  feeling  has  hardly  been  recorded  in  an 
•age  of  common  sense. 

CHAIRMAN   OF  THE   MIDDLESEX   SESSIONS. 

Ckrtain  offices  seem  possessed  with  a  malaria  which  affects  all  who 
enter  upon  their  administration  ;  or  there  would  appear  to  be  a  breed  of 
Recorders  of  London,  and  Chairmen  of  the  IMiddlesex  Sessions,  all  of  a 
harsh  and  atrabilarious  complexion.  Whether  the  new  Recorder  turn 
out  as  his  predecessors  we  cannot  conjecture,  but  the  Chairman  of  the 
Middlesex  Sessions  has  already  shown  himself  a  worthy  successor  of 
Mr.  Cust.  The  prominent  antipathy  of  this  worthy  elect  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Justices,  is  an  antipathy  to  the  pleasures  of  the  people  ;  and  the 
stage  is  tlie  object  of  his  peculiar  hostility.  In  a  recent  instance  he 
mistook  this  spleen  for  the  dictates  of  juvStice  ;  or  else  he  indulged  in  it 
witliout  bethinking  himself  of  the  violation  of  the  first  principles  of 
justice,  to  which  he  was  deliberately  and  avowedly  committing  himself. 
The  following  is  the  case  as  stated  in  the  Spectator  : — 

"  At  the  Middlesex  Sessions,  a  lad  of  seventeen  was  found  guilty  of  stealing  a 
two-pound  iron  weight,  value  sixpence^  ^rom  a  shopkeeper.     He  went  into  the  shop 
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to  purchase  a  ticket  of  admission  to  a  theatre  in  Ironmonger  Conrt,  Old  Street  The 
price  of  the  ticket  was  one  penny,  and  the  name  of  the  play  was  Shaktpeare  Mur^ 
dered.  The  woman  who  attended  in  the  shop  and  sold  the  ticket,  missed  the  iron 
weight  immediately  after  tlie  prisoner  quitted  the  shop ;  and,  taking  a  Policeman 
with  her,  she  went  to  the  theatre,  and  found  it  in  his  pocket.  The  Policeman  said 
that  the  theatre  was  the  resort  of  thieves  and  prostitutes ;  whereupon  Mr.  Rotch,  the 
Chairman,  proceeded  to  pass  sentence  upon  the  culprit,  in  these  terms,  reported  in 
The  Timet : — 

'<  *  He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  parochial  authorities  would  take  measures  to 
remore  such  a  moral  nuisance  as  speedily  as  possible.  But  whether  they  did  or  not, 
he  desired  that  the  Police  would  exercise  a  strict  surveillance  over  it  To  call  such 
places  theatres,  was  ridiculous;  and  to  tolerate  them  would  be  criminaL  Aa  a 
warning  to  those  who  frequented  them^  and  in  the  hope  of  weaning  the  prisoner  from 
his  attachment  to  such  a  pest,  the  Court  sentenced  him  to  three  months*  imprison 
meni  and  hard  labour  ,*  three  weeks  to  be  spent  in  solitary  confinement^  and  the  prim 
soner  to  be  once  well  whipped!*  " 

There  is  no  disguise  about  this,  and  it  is  all  extra-judicial.  The  lad 
was  tried  for  stealing  a  piece  of  iron,  not  for  attending  unlicensed 
theatres,  and  the  Magistrate  had  no  right  to  punish  him  for  one  act 
U}H)fi  the  conviction  of  another.  This,  however,  he  avowedly  did.  The 
sentence  is  expressly  made  severe  as  a  warning  to  those  who  frequent 
unlicensed  theatres.  There  is  not  even  an  advertence  to  the  offence 
of  which  the  prisoner  was  convicted.  The  Jury  found  him  guilty  of 
one  thing,  ana  the  Judge  punished  him  for  another.  Can  this  example 
be  tolerated  by  those  who  are  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  jus- 
tice ?  It  is  a  Somerville-case  in  miniature — a  case  of  punishing  under 
false  pretences,  than  which,  nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  to  society, 
and  disgraceful  to  the  functionary. 

Considering  the  number  of  egregious  blunders  Mr.  Rotch  has  com- 
mitted since  he  has  been  called  to  the  Chair  of  the  Middlesex  Ses- 
sions ;  considering  the  error  in  which  his  obstinacy  held  the  Magis- 
trates ;  considering  the  explanation  he  intruded  upon  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  compelled  the  Solicitor- General  to  say,  that  what- 
ever course  the  House  might  otherwise  have  been  disposed  to  pursue 
before  the  justification  of  the  Chairman,  yet,  after  that  justification,  it 
was  impossible  to  pass  the  matter  over  without  inquiry ;  considering 
all  this,  one  would  be  inclined  to  think,  that  in  compensation  for 
refusing  the  people  the  amusement  of  the  stage,  Mr.  Rotch  volunteers 
to  entertain  them  with  his  blunders.  The  design  is  unfortunate.  His 
blunders,  which  can  never  come  up  to  the  antics  of  a  clown  in  a  panto- 
mime, are  committed  in  too  costly  a  way.  The  price  of  justice  is  too 
much  to  pay  for  them. 

MISS   AUSTEN   AND   SIR  WALTER  SCOTT. 

Thr  Literary  Gazette  makes  the  following  statement  respecting  Sir 

Walter  Scott  and  Miss  Austen  : — 

*^  A  recent  author  sneers  at  Sir  Walter  Scott  for  frequently  alludinf(  to,  and  ex- 
tolling the  productions  of  inferior  noTelists  of  his  time,  but  carefully  preserving 
•ilence  aa  to  the  very  existence  of  Miss  Austen.  We  are,  as  it  happens,  in  possession 
of  the  fact  in  this  case.  Miss  Austcn^s  works  were,  for  several  years,  coldly  received 
hy  the  public ;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  they  took  some  time  to  penetrate  beyond 
the  Tweed.  But  they  were  at  once,  and  most  etfectually,  introduced  to  general 
notice  and  admiration  by  a  masterly  essay  on  <  Emma,*  in  <  The  Quarterly,&c. 
Review  ;*  and  that  article  was  written,  without  suggestion  of  any  sort  from  publisher 
or  editor,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself.  Here  he  was  doing  exactly  as  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  do  whenever  he  saw  merit,  and  believed  it  to  be  neglected.  The  first  in^u- 
ential  reviewer  of  Miss  Austen  was  also  the  first  critic  of  Miss  Edge  worth,  (in  the 
Edinburgh,)  of  Maturin,  (both  in  the  Quarterly  and  Edinburgh,)  and  of  Mrs. 
Shelley  (in  Blackwood,)  We  are  assured  by  *ne  who  must  know,  that,  down  to  the 
lasty  MiM  Auiten*8  Novels  were  more  frequently  in  Sir  Walter's  hands  than  any 
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other  noyels  of  modern  date;  and  it  was  not  a  bad  puff  for  anf  novel  to  lie  read 
habitually  to  tuch  circlet  aa  crotvded  (he  halla  of  Abbotatord  during  months  of  eveij 
year,  by  the  autlior  of  Waverley.** — Liierary  Gaxette,  Aug.  10,  1833. 

This  statement  does  not  meet  the  charge — on  the  contrary,  it  gives 
more  force  to  it.  The  remark  was,  that  Sir  W.  Scott  had  noticed 
with  applause  many  secondary  contemporary  novelists,  but  never  men- 
tioned the  claims  of  Miss  Austen's  works.  The  defence  is,  that  he  did 
justice  to  their  merits  in  an  anonymous  review.  Acknowledgment  of 
their  excellence,  proceeding  openly  from  his  authority,  would  have  had 
incomparably  more  eifect  with  the  public ;  and  it  is  strange,  that, 
rating  the  genius  of  Miss  Austen  as  the  critic  in  the  Quarierly  must 
have  done,  he  took  no  other  opportunity  of  paying  public  tribute  to  it« 
How  happened  it  that  he  contented  himself  with  the  anonymous  no- 
tice ?  In  one  of  his  latter  publications,  he  runs  through  the  claims 
and  characteristics  of  the  more  distinguished  novelists  of  the  age, 
those  he  would  represent  as  the  more  distinguished, — and  Miss  Austen's 
name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  number.  Feeling  her  merit  as  the 
Quarterly  critic  did,  it  is,  we  repeat,  strange  that  he  should  have  sup- 
pressed the  acknowledgment  of  it  when  the  suitable  occasion  pre- 
sented. As  for  Sir  Walter's  frequent  perusal  of  the  novels  of  Miss 
Austen,  it  is  evidence  of  his  taste ;  but  the  evidence  of  another  qua- 
lity is  necessary  to  the  defence  attempted  by  the  Liierary  Gazette: 
"  It  was  no  bad  pwjf/'  says  that  experienced  Journal,  "  for  any  novel 
to  be  read  habitually  to  such  circles  as  crowded  the  halls  of  Abbots- 
ford,  during  months  of  every  year."  This  is  not  to  be  disputed  with 
the  Literary  Gazette,  which  must  be  allowed  a  competent  judgment  in 
puffs ;  but  something  better  than  a  puff  would  be  rendered  to  the  ge- 
nius of  Miss  Austen,  by  most  of  those  who  knew  how  to  value  it 
Before  we  learnt  that  Scott  was  the  author  of  the  review  in  the  Quar^ 
terly,  which  showed  a  critical  perception  of  the  beauties  of  Miss  Austen, 
we  were  inclined  to  attribute  his  neglect  of  her  to  the  same  cause  that 
must  have  made  him  rate  that  matchless  satire,  the  Jonathan  Wild  of 
Fielding,  merely  as  the  history  of  u  scoundrel.  The  aim  of  the  book 
must  altogether  have  escaped  him. 

POLITICAL  CRIMINALS. 

It  is  the  capricious  liberality  of  English  society  to  extend  the  largest 
toleration  to  the  greatest  political  criminals.  A  man  who  has  cut  a 
throat  for  pelf,  is  justly  accounted  infamous ;  but  one  who  has  poured 
out  blood  like  water,  for  ends  not  a  whit  less  selfish  or  less  sordid,  is 
received  as  a  favoured  guest,  and  gaped  at  as  a  curiosity.  One  man 
commits  a  murder  for  a  purese,  and  another  commits  five  thousand 
murders  for  power,  which  would  command  thousands  of  pui^es.  The 
first,  failing  to  escape  detection,  is  requited  with  the  gallows ;  the  second 
failing  of  a  success  which  would  have  permitted  none  to  question  the 
crime,  is  greeted  with  the  hospitality  of  the  most  moral  people  in  the 
world,  and  finds  himself  even  raised  into  an  authority  upon  the  very 
circumstances  he  must  have  egregiously  miscalculated  when  he  made 
his  desperate  and  criminal  attempt  against  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

The  Baron  D'Hausser,  one  of  the  guilty  JMinisters  of  Charles  the 
Tenth,  treats  his  reception  in  England  in  a  way  which  may  serve  better 
than  any  moral  lesson  to  rebuke  the  vicious  indulgence  upon  which  we 
have  observed.  The  criminal  himself  is  the  first  to  despise  those  who 
have  treated  his  criminality  as  celebrity.     He  says — 

**  That  Yarnish  of  condemnation  which  I^  carry  along  with  me  has  not  beta 
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nnMrviceable  to  me.  The  curiosity  which  in  England  Attaches  to  whateyer  is  out 
of  the  common  course,  to  men  as  well  as  things ;  the  vanity  which  causes  those  who 
haTo  played  a  conspicuous  part  to  he  sought  after,  filled  up  all  the  voids  left,  especially 
at  first,  by  the  various  elements  composing  my  existence.  They  have  bound  them 
together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  them  an  elevated  situation  in  society,  and  to 
make  of  me>  in  spite,  nay,  perhaps  on  account  of  the  events  which  have  l>een  my 
d^WTLit\\apenonage  who,  by  common  consent,  is  sought  after,  questioned^  consulted  ; 
for  whom  the  first  place  is  everywhere  reserved ;  arid  who,  i^twithstanding  his  pre-' 
«<otw  habits,  is  regarded  as  a  sort  of  political  authority,"^ 

This  reminds  us  of  a  story  in  Walpole's  Correspondence.  A  certain 
china  jar  was  advertised  to  be  sold  for  ten  guineas.  London  was  shaken 
by  an  earthquake.  The  jar  was  cracked,  and  it  was  advertised  to  be 
sold  for  twenty  guineas,  being  the  only  jar  in  existence  cracked  by  an 
earthquake.  The  Baron  D*Hausser  is  a  jar  cracked  by  an  earthquake. 
Hence  his  enhancement  with  us  curiosity-mongers. 

Let  us  hear  no  cant  of  tesnect  for  fallen  greatness.  If  a  man  fall  in 
attempting  to  throw  down  ail  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  millions^  we 
have  no  pity  for  his  fall.  He  has  well  earned  it.  He  has  been  unfot' 
tunaie — a  word  lachrymose  as  an  onion — true  :  had  he  been  fortunate^ 
the  liberties  of  his  country  would  have  had  an  end^  and  the  scaffold 
would  have  reeked  with  the  blood  of  patriots,  for  whom  there  is  no 
mercy.  The  reverses  of  unmerited  greatness,  which  are  not  brought 
down  by  great  crimes^  we  can  commiserate  ;  but  we  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  calamities  which  have  been  but  the  just  recoil  of  mis« 
chief  the  most  malignant  to  mankind.  It  is  grace  enough  to  leave 
them  undisturbed  in  their  retreats^  and  unvisited  with  scorn. 

COBBBTT  ON   EDUCATION. 

Mr.  CoBBETT*s  opinions  respecting  education  are  curiously  inconsistent^ 
both  in  theory  and  in  practice.  For  years  he  has  been  addressing  himself 
with  all  earnestness  to  the  agricultural  labourers  ;  and  yet  if  his  advice 
prevailed^  they  would  be  unable  to  read  what  he  wrote  for  their  in^^ 
struction.  He  must  think  there  is  some  use  in  laying  before  their  minds 
the  statements  and  arguments  in  the  Register  ;  and  yet  he  talks  like  an 
Attorney- General,  as  if  a  knowledge  of  letters  was  an  unmixed  mis- 
chief, having  a  direct  tendency  to  crime.  All  this  would  be  intelligi- 
ble, if  he  would  frankly  say,  that  he  alone,  of  all  mankind,  was  compe-* 
tent  to  guide  the  understandings  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  claim  an 
exclusive  patent  for  that  end.     He  lately  said-^ 

«  Education  was  the  knowledge  necessary  for  a  man  fbr  the  situation  of  life  in 
which  he  was  placed.  Take  two  men,  for  instance, — suppose  one  of  them  to  he  able 
to  plough,  and  the  other  able  to  plough  and  make  hui-dles,  and  be  a  good  shepherd. 
If  the  first  man  knew  how  to  read  as  well  as  to  plough,  and  the  other  man  did  not 
know  how  to  read,  even  then  he  should  say  that  the  latter  was  the  better  man.  Let 
Honourable  Members  go  into  the  agricultural  districts  and  take  father  and  son, 
what  would  they  find  ?  Why,  that  in  almost  every  instance  the  father  was  th6 
better  man— he  was  the  better  labourer — ^ha  knew  better  how  to  do  his  work ;  and 
he  was  more  able  and  more  willing  to  do  it  The  reports  that  were  from  time  to 
time  laid  on  the  table  of  that  House,  said  that  men  became  more  and  more  immoral 
every  year :  those  reports  must  be  taken  to  be  true.  Then  what  became  of  the  bene- 
fltf  of  education  ?  for  education  had  been  more  and  more  spread  :  but  what  did  it  all 
tend  to  ?  nothing  but  increasing  the  number  of  schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses— 
that  new  race  of  idlers.    Crime^  too,  went  on  increasing.*^ 

The  exercise  of  the  mind  in  one  direction  sharpens  it  for  use  in 
others ;  and  there  is  probably  no  mechanical  operation  so  humble,  that 
it  is  not  facilitated  or  improved  by  the  application  of  intelligence.  Well 


694  TJie  Monthly  Observer. 

says  the  old  proverb,  that  there  is  reason  in  the  roasting  of  eggs.  The 
man  who  can  plough  and  read,  but  not  make  hurdles^  is  not  incapaci- 
tated for  making  hurdles  by  his  reading ;  on  the  contrary,  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  when  he,  with  more  exercised  faculties,  sets  himself  to 
learn  making  hurdles,  he  will  see  his  way  through  the  art  in  half  the 
time  of  the  unlettered  man. 

Mr.  Cobbett's  statement,  that  fathers  are  better  labourers  than  sons, 
wants  (as  they  say  of  news)  confirmation.  He  himself  is  of  the  father 
class  ;  which,  from  the  time  of  Homer  to  the  present  hour,  has  been 
complaining  of  the  degeneracy  of  the  sons,  and  extolling  the  men  of 
more  barbarous  ages.  In  employments  requiring  experience,  the  father 
must  have  advantages  ;  but  what  age  or  ages  has  \lr.  Cobbett  in  view 
when  he  makes  the  reference.  The  terms  are  vague  ;  fathers  range  from 
twenty  to  four  score,  and  sons  from  infancy  to  half  a  hundred.  Going 
out  of  the  walks  of  labour,  the  superiority  of  sons  over  fathers  becomes 
indisputable.    The  House  of  Lords  is  a  House  of  Fathers. 

The  assertion  that  education  tends  to  the  increase  of  misconduct  and 

crime,  was  so  well  answered  by  i\Ir.  Murray,  that  we  cannot  do  better 

than  quote  his  words : — 

'<  He  denied,  in  the  most  digtinct  manner,  the  statements  made  by  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Oldham,  as  to  the  IncraaBe  of  crime  being,  as  that  Honourable  Member 
had  represented  it,  the  consequence  of  the  increase  of  education.  That  opinion  had 
once  been  entertained  in  Edinburgh  ;  but  there  tiie  erperiment  had  been  fairly  tried, 
and  that  opinion  no  longer  existed.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  Edinbtirgli  lists  had  been  kept 
of  the  workmen,  and  columns  marked  so  as  to  give  a  full  account  of  their  conduct 
during  tlie  year  ;  and  all  the  masters  had  found  that  those  men  who  had  receiTcd  the 
benefits  of  education,  and  employed  themselves  as  often  as  tlicy  could,  in  reading  and 
writing,  were  the  most  sober,  the  most  industrious,  the  most  regular  at  their  work, 
and  the  best  conduct*^  in  their  families.  (Hear,  hear!)  So  that  the  obstinate  and 
the  prejudiced  masters— he  did  not,  of  course,  mean  to  say  that  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Oldham  was  prejudiced  (in  a  laugh,  and  from  Mr.  Cobbett,  <Oh  !*) — 
had  been  obliged  to  confess  that  the  result  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  edncatioo. 
He  agreed  that  the  man  who  could  plough  and  make  hurdles,  and  was  a  good  shep- 
herd, was  a  more  useful  man  than  he  who  could  ouly  plough ;  but  the  fallacy 
was  in  assuming,  that  if  the  man  was  taught  to  read  and  write,  he  would  be  taught 
nothing  else.** 

Our  own  inquiries  (and  we  never  lose  an  opportunity  of  making 
them)  confirm  this  representation.  When  we  have  heard  manufacturers 
complaining  of  the  turbulence  of  their  men,  we  have  asked  them,  which 
they  found  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  the  men  who  read,  or  the 
men  who  don't  read?  The  answer  has  uniformly  been.  Both  are  trouble- 
some, but  the  ignorant  are  the  most  dangerous.  ^'  The  reading  men 
are  always  agitating,  but  we  know  what  the  end  of  their  agitation  is 
likely  to  be  ;  we  know  the  lengths  they  will  go,  and  how  they  will  go, 
and  where  they  will  stop ;  but  the  ignorant,  when  once  set  in  motion, 
are  like  infuriated  animals ;  there  is  no  reckoning  on  their  actions,  or 
on  any  considerations  that  may  check  them." 

After  the  answer  of  Mr.  Murray,  which  we  have  quoted,  Mr.  Cob- 
bett said  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  education,  but  to  forcing  it  on  the  peo- 
ple. Not  an  enemy  to  education  !  What !  Does  Mr.  Cobbett  mean 
to  say  that  he  is  not  an  enemy  to  that  which  he  alleges  to  be  a  cause  of 
crime  ?  Until  Mr.  Cobbett 's  ideas  on  this  subject  are  a  little  more 
settled — until  he  has  determined  in  his  own  mind  whether  education 
be  a  cause  of  crime,  and,  as  such,  an  evil  to  be  abated^-— or  whether  it  be 
innocuous  or  positively  beneficial,  and  as  such  to  be  promoted, — ^it  would 
be  well  if  he  would  hold  his  peace  upon  the  subject;  and  spare  his  repu- 
tation the  stain  of  these  flagrant  inconsistencies. 
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Spenser  recommended  to  more  general  perusal, — Spenser  a  favourite  Poet 
wUk  Poets,  Remarks  on  the  supposed  obsoleteness  of  his  language,  on 
his  d\ffuseness,  and  his  caprices  of  spelling.  Reason  why,  beyond  any 
other  great  English  Poet,  he  takes  people  out  of  their  cares. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished^  (and  we  hereby  wish  it  accordingly^  and 
hope  to  see  results  from  our  good  will^)  that  readers  who  love  poetry, 
and  yet  happen, to  be  unacquainted  with  Spenser^  should  hasten  to  make 
themselves  amends  by  getting  the  Faerie  Queene.  If  their  love  is  of 
the  right  sort,  they  will  rejoice  in  the  new  region  thrown  open  to  them^ 
and  wonder  how  they  could  have  missed  it  so  long.  An  admiration  of 
Spenser  is  a  test  of  poetical  taste.  Other  poets  may  be  preferred,  and 
some  few  (such  as  Dante  and  Shakspeare)  were  greater  men  and  pro- 
founder  originals ;  but  not  to  like  Spenser,  is  not  to  like  poetry  for  its 
own  sake, — ^not  to  relish  the  beautiful  and  the  luxurious,  without  the 
ud  of  other  stimulants.  All  the  poets  l^ave  liked  him.  There  has  not 
been  a  more  genuine  favourite  among  them,  a  writer  beloved  more  as  a 
matter  of  course,  or  -more  imitated ;  and  what  is  remarkable,  he  has 
been  beloved  by  poets  of  all  sorts,  natural  and  artificial.  To  be  poetical 
at  all,  is  to  have  a  sympathy  with  him.  There  is  a  sonnet  attributed  of 
Shakspeare,  in  which  the  great  dramatist  says  that  Spenser,  is  '^  dear"  to 
him«  It  is  of  doubtful  authenticity ;  but  nobody  doubts  that  Shakspeare 
must  have  relished  him  to  the  fuU.  Milton  avowedly  regarded  him  as 
his  master.  Cowley  was  led  to  write  verses  by  a  copy  of  the  Faerie 
Queene,  which  used  to  lie  in  his  mother's  window.  All  the  wits  and 
poets  of  his  owa  day, — the  Raleighs,  Sydneys,  Ben  Jonsons,  &c., 
reverenced  him ;  and  so  did  those  of  Charles  the  First  and  of  Charles 
the  Second, — Dryden,  in  particular,  who  sometimes  copied  from  him* 
Pope  said  he  read  him  in  advanced  life,  with  as  much  pleasure  as  in 
youth  ;  and  Thomson  eulogised  him  in  the  Seasons,  and  imitated  him  in 
his  beautiful  poem,  the  Castle  of  Indolence,  It  would  be  easy  to  add  to 
this  list,  both  great  names  and  small.  The  most  poetical  poets  Of  the 
last  and  present  generation  have  all  passionately  admired  him ;  and  no 
stanza  has  been  so  popular  as  the  magnificent  one  of  his  invention. 
Even  Lord  Byron  wrote  in  it, — the  only  poet  on  record  who  professed 
to  have  no  regard  for'him,  and  whose  regard  was,  in  all  probability,  really 
less  than  he  would  have  been  willing  to  have  it,  at  times  when  he  spoke 
less  under  the  influence  of  his  humour.  But  this  was  the  misfortune  of 
the  prose  part  of  his  life,  and  not  the  natural  feeling  of  his  poetry. 

The  notion  that  Spenser's  language  is  unintelligibly  obsolete,  vanishes 
on  the  slightest  acquaintance.  Ben  Jonson  said,  that  '^  in  affecting  the 
ancients,  he  wrote  no  language."  Possibly  the  actual  language  of  the 
Faerie  Queene,  taken  altogether,  was  never  spoken.  And  the  same  may' 
be  said  of  Milton's.  The  English  language  itself,  as  now  spoken,  is  a 
mixture  of  many  others ;  and  the  languages  of  our  more  scholarly  poets 
have  been  usually  a  sort  of  quintescence  of  this  mixture :  but  they  are 
not  on  that  account  the  less  intelligible ;  at  all  events  not  to  educated 
readers.  Spenser's  was  a  kind  of  new  architecture,  of  Gothic  mould  ;  and 
shedding  a  grace,  on  that  very  account,  upon  the  peculiarity  and  remote*' 
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11688  of  his  fairy  region.  It  is  not  that  of  passion^  like  Shakspeare's  and 
Chaucer's ;  nor  of  wit  and  manners^  like  Pope's ;  nor  of  anything  else 
which  renders  a  common  parlance  essentially  requisite.  It  is  that  of  a 
fine,  lazy,  luxurious,  far-off,  majestic  dream  ;  and  therefore  may  take  all 
the  licence  of  a  dream,  compatible  with  beauty  and  dignity.  To  an  ediu 
eated  reader,  Spenser  very  seldom,  indeed,  requires  a  glosaary;  th«re  ii 
one,  however,  always  printed  with  him :  it  need  not  be  often  in  request 
with  any  readers  at  all  accustomed  to  books,  or  whose  peroeptions  are 
of  an  order  fit  to  read  poetry.  In  fact,  generally  speaking,  he  if  as  eiey 
to  be  comprehended,  and  puts  his  meaning  as  plainly  on  the  surface,  as 
ia  the  first  ttanaas  of  his  introduction :— ^ 

<<Lo1  I  the  man  whose  Muse  whilom  did  madce^ 
Am  time  her  taught,  ia  lowly  shepherd*!  weedi ; 

Ai  now  snlbn^  a  fivunfltter  taske, 

For  trumpetf  stem  to  change  mine  oaten  reeds^ 
And  ting  of  knights  and  ladies  gentle  deeds ; 

Whoie  praises  haying  slept  in  silence  long, 
Me^  all  too  mean,  the  sacred  muse  areeds 

To  blazon  broad,  amongst  her  learned  throng  t 
Fieros  wars  and  &ithfdl  lores  shall  moralize  my  soof." 

Here  is  one  word  of  Chaucer's  (whilom)  which  was  dlansed  la  the 
graver  poetry  of  Spenser's  days.  Hundreds  of  his  stansaa  have  no  saek 
old  word;  and  if  they  had,  who  would  require  abetter  or  newer  atyle  fbr 
a  Gothic  Romance  ?  The  word  <'  moraliae"  was  his  own  invention,  and 
has  been  repeated  by  Pope— i 

<<  He  stooped  to  tmth,  and  moralized  his  song." 
The  worst  difficulties,  in  the  way  of  a  relish  of  Spenser,  are  his  spell* 
tag  and  his  diffuseness.  With  the  rights  of  orthography,  he  certainly 
does  take  manifold  and  marvellous  liberties ;  spelling,  in  fact,  just  as  he 
pleases,  with  all  the  non-chalance  of  the  ladies  of  his  day ;  and  even 
delighting  to  force  his  rhymes  into  visible  harmony,  where  the  audible 
harmony  was  sufficient ;  as  in  writing  the  word  ted  for  said,  in  order  to 
make  it  look  severely  of  a  cast  with  red ;  and  lam  for  lamh,  to  rhyme 
with  dam  ;  carving  out  the  very  sound,  at  it  were,  with  a  pen^knife,  to 
make  it  fit  and  tally  in  the  nicest  possible  manner,  and  out  of  the  sheer 
indulgence  of  his  will  and  pleasure.  And  herein,  we  doubt  not,  lay  the 
lecret,  Spenser  pampered  his  imagination  till  it  could  bear  no  obstacles 
that  by  pny  possibility  could  be  set  aside.  He  sometimes  goes  so  far  as 
to  coin  new  inflections,  and  consequently  new  words,  on  purpose  to  ae- 
<k>mmodate  his  rhyme,  as  in  an  instance  which  we  shall  notice  presently. 
The  stanza  invented  by  the  poet  for  his  long  work  is  a  remarkable 
und  magnificent  instance  of  this  enjoyment  of  his  will,  and  contempt  of 
obstacles.  It  compelled  him  to  repeat  the  rhyme  upon  one  word  three 
times,  and  upon  another  four.  This,  in  English,  is  very  difficult,  and 
has  led  him,  says  Warton,  "  into  many  absurdities,  the  most  striking 
and  obvious  of  which  are  the  following  :«— 

^  I.  It  obliged  him  to  dilate  the  thing  to  he  expressed,  howsvsr  nnimportaa^  with 
tricing  and  tedious  oircumlocntion;;  viz.  F.  Q.  iL  IL  44* 

"  liow  hath  Air  Phobe,  with  her  silver  ftoe, 

Thrice  seen  the  shadows  of  this  neather  world, 
Sith  last  I  left  thst  honourable  place, 

In  which  her  roiall  preseaoe  is  enroird.** 

That  if,  U  is  three  months  since  I  left  her  palace. 

^  II.  It  neeestitated  him,  when  matter  fhiled  towaids  the  doss  of  a  Slaasa,  to  na 
InsaaiUlflaloos  Ndaadaaey  of  wonls;  as  ia  F  Q* ii.  iXr 8& 


The  W%9king^Cap.  W 

*  In  which  was  noih'mg pourirahed  nor  wrought^ 
^or  torought  nor  pourirahed,  but  easy  to  be  thought.* 

'<in.  It  forced  him,  that  he  might  make  out  hii  complement  of  rhymes,  to  intro- 
duce a  puerile  idea  ;  as  in  F.  Q.  ii.  ix.  45. 

*  Nor  that  proud  towre  of  Troy,  though  richly  guilt.*  " 

B«iiig  here  laid  under  the  compulsion  of  producing  a  consonant  word  to 
^it  and  buiUj  which  are  preceding  rhymes^  he  has  mechanically  glv^n  ui 
an  image,  at  once  little  and  improper. 

<^  To  the  difficulty  of  a  stanza  so  injudiciously  chosen,"  continue* 
Warton,  "  I  think,  we  may  properly  impute  the  great  number  of  big 
ellipses ;  and  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  how  that  constraint  which 
eocasioned  superfluity,  should,  at  the  same  time,  be  the  cause  of  omis* 
lion, 

'*  Notwithstanding  these  inconveniencies  flow  from  Spenser's  measure, 
it  must  yet  be  owned,"  says  the  critic,  "  that  some  advantages  arise 
from  it ;  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  fulness  and  significancy 
of  Spenser's  descriptions,  are  often  owing  to  the  prolixity  of  his  stanza, 
and  the  multitude  of  his  rhymes.  The  discerning  reader  Is  desired  to  oon. 
fider  the  following  stanza  as  an  instance  of  what  Is  here  advanced.** 

Warton  here  quotes  the  passage  in  which  Sir  Guyon  binds  Furor ;  and 
he  then  observes  that  in  the  subsequent  stanza  there  are  some  images 
which  perhaps  were  produced  by  a  multiplicity  of  rhymes.  F.Q.iv,  v,  ^. 

*^  He  all  that  night,  that  too  long  night,  did  paai  t 

And  now  the  daye^  out  of  the  ocean  mayne^ 
Began  to  peep  above  this  earthly  mass, 

With  pearly  due  sprinkling  the  morning  grass : 
Then  up  he  rose,  like  heavy  lump  of  lead, 

That  in  his  face,  as  in  a  looking-glass, 
The  signs  of  anguish  one  might  plainly  read*** 

This  is  agreeable  and  ingenious  criticism,  like  all  Wartons' ;  but  hifl 
general  deductions  are  not  so  good  as  his  particular  instances.    We  ean» 
not  think  Spenser's  stanza  is  injudiciously  chosen,  or  that  he  would  not 
have  been  quite  as  luxuriant  and  overflowing  in  any  other.    He  would 
only  have  written  two  stanzas  for  one,  or  twenty  couplets  instead  of  ten. 
He  would  not  have  been  at  times  so  weak,  but  probably  he  would  have 
been  still  more  diffuse.    Any  constrained  form  of  verse  is  a  restriction. 
It  was  the  exuberance  of  Spenser's  genius  that  made  him  invent  the 
nine-lined  stanza ;  and  its  popularity  shows  how  nobly  he  managed  it, 
and  how  suited  it  is  to  the  luxuries  of  description  and  contemplation. 
Nor  must  all  his  weakness  and  diffusion  be  regarded  in  an  ill  light,  or  ae 
being  nothing  but  what  they  seem.    Without  the  occasional  superflux, 
we  should  not  have  been  amazed  with  the  perpetual  wealth.    Spenser, 
observe,  is  not  to  read  for  his  story,  or  for  any  other  kind  of  active  interest, 
except  when  it  pleases  him  to  rouse  himself  to  battle,  or  relate  to  us  some 
astonishing  marvel ;  at  which  times  nobody  can  be  more  energetic  than 
he,  though  it  still  pleases  him  to  be  stately  and  prince-like  in  his  acti. 
Ttty. '  He  heaps  his  very  blows  with  a  sort  of  luxury,  and  dresses  the 
fight  with  a  painter's  riches.    As  for  story,  we  confess  that  with  all  our 
admiration  of  him,  we  never  took  any  interest  in  his  narratives;  nor 
should  we  have  cared  to  read  him  continuously,  except  that  his  enchant- 
ment tolls  us  on  with  the  constant  expectation  of  new  and  unexpected 
beauties.    Even  when  we  do  not  meet  with  any  thing  very  striking,  ctiU 
thexe  it  beauty  never  failing,  beauty  even  in  his  languor,  or,  if  you  pleaae# 
lue  deep.    Dryden  has  liomewhat  daringly  remarked,  that  MiliOB  ilftv 

3  C2 
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and  then,  for  fifty  and  sixty  lines  together,  "  runs  upon  a  flat."  There 
are  flats  in  Spenser,  but  they  are  only  intervals  between  delicious  places, 
themselves  far  from  destitute  of  beauty ;  and  the  "  knowing  reader," 
to  use  a  phrase  of  Milton's,  *'  will  not  be  unwilling  to  go  through  them, 
both  for  the  sake  of  the  neighbouring  country  and  of  their  own  pleasant- 
ness ;  just  as  a  man  of  any  imagination  is  satisfied  in  strolling  along 
meadows,  that  seem  poor  enough  in  common  eyes,  but  which  still  hare 
grass,  and  trees,  and  wild  flowers,  and  proofs  of  the  same  creative  power 
that  made  the  mountains.  Spenser's  world  is  a  world  to  live  and  repose 
in,  not  to  make  a  bustle,  like  others.  You  do  not  go  to  him  for  ezdte- 
ment  before  action,  but  for  rest  after  it ;  or  if  you  do  go  to  him  for  ex- 
citement, it  is  for  the  excitement  compatible  with  repose,^-for  a  stimulus 
to  the  imagination,  and  a  help  to  discern  the  riches  lying  about  you." 

He  reigns  in  the  air  from  the  earth  to  highest  sky, 
He  feeds  on  flowers,  and  weeds  of  glorious  feature ; 
Now  this,  now  tha^  he  tasteth  tenderly. 

An  unknowing  reader  may  pick  a  weed  out  of  him  if  he  chooses,  and 
hold  it  up  in  disdain,  and  say,  ''  Behold  a  sample  of  Spenser !"  He 
might  say  the  same  of  a  dock-Ieaf  in  one  of  Titian's  pictures,  or  of 
nature  itself,  who  has  given  us  weeds  enough, — the  unknowing  reader 
among  them ;  and  a  great  poet  might  shew  even  him  up  as  something 
curious. 

The  modesty  of  a  grateful  discernment  reasonably  allows  a  fine  writer 
to  have  whims  and  self-indulgences,  that  would  be  intolerable  in  one 
who  did  nothing  for  us.  Jenkins  apart, — and  whispering  it  in  confidence 
to  better  readers, — we  own  that  we  sometimes  take  the  liberty  of  amus- 
ing ourselves  at  the  expense  of  this  great  poet's  vagaries,  laughing  at 
his  superfluous  rhymes  and  verses,  and  making  parodies  on  him  out  of 
sheer  love  and  regard,  as  our  betters  have  done  before  us.  But  why 
do  we  allow  ourselves  to  do  this  ?  Because  he  himself  has  condescended 
to  invite  us,  by  the  pleasant  extravagancies  of  his  will,  and  because  he 
can  afford  to  let  us  take  the  liberty. 

Thus,  when  he  tells  the  story  of  Lear,  after  Shakspeare,  and  makes  a 
dry  chronicle  of  it  without  any  pathos ;  or  that  of  Canace,  after  Chaucer, 
and  turns  it  into  a  quaint  mosaic  of  names,  playing  with  his  words;  or  gives 
us  a  sort  of  mathematical  puzzle  with  a  triangle ;  we  laugh  to  see  the 
mistakei^  humour  he  is  in,  and  the  solemn  superfluity  of  his  mode  of  im- 
pressing a  poor  conceit  upon  us :  his  variety  is  uniformity,  and  his  "  dif- 
ferences discreet ;"  but  our  laughter  is  as  full  of  secret  respect  as  if  we 
beheld  some  demi-god  condescending  to  mimic  some  piece  of  human 
state. 

<<  Amongst  these  knights  there  were  three  brethren  hold, 

Three  bolder  brethren  never  were  ybom, 
Boi-n  of  one  mothci  in  one  happy  mould. 

Bom  at  one  burden,  in  one  happy  mome ; 
Thrice  happy  mother,  and  thrice  happy  mom, 

That  bore  three  such,  three  such  not  to  be  found ! 
Her  name  was  Agapd,  whose  children  wemo 

All  three  as  one ;  the  firat  bight  Priamond, 

The  second  Dyamond,  the  youngest  Triamond.** 

The  head  grows  dizzy  with  unravelling  these  "  trinal  triplicities," 
with  bearing  in  mind  the  sympathetic  discrepancies  of  these  first,  second, 
and  third  mob,  as  Shakspeare  might  have  called  them,— -these  gentlemen 
with  the  singular^  dual,  and  plural  names.    But  he  has  not  done  yet  :-^ 
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* «  These  three  did  love  each  other  dearly  well, 

And  with  so  firm  affection  were  allyde, 
As  if  but  one  soule  in  them  all  did  dwell, 

Which  did  her  powre  into  three  parts  divide ; 

Like  three  fair  branches,  budding  far  and  wide, 
That  from  one  root  deiived  their  vital  sap ; 

And,  like  that  root  that  doth  her  life  divide. 
Their  mother  was  ;  and  had  full  blessed  hap 
These  three  so  noble  babes  to  bring  forth  at  one  clap."" 

At  one  clap !  "  That  is,"  quoth  a  grave  commentator^  ''  at  once.  Latin, 
uno  ictu." 

And  another  adds,  ^'  So  Shakspeare,  in  King  Lear,  where  the  king's 
knights  are  discharged,  A.  1,  S.  iv.,  *'  What !  iifty  of  my  followers  at  a 
clap  !  within  a  fortnight !" 

This  is  one  of  the  numerous  commentating  mistakes  of  a  parallelism  in 
letter  for  a  parallelism  in  spirit  and  propriety.  A  familiar  phrase,  which 
is  commendable  in  a  moment  of  passion  and  disdain,  becomes  another 
thing  in  the  record  of  a  domestic  event.  To  be  sure,  the  phrase  might 
have  been  less  familiar  jn  those  days  than  in  ours ;  but  we  are  not  aware 
of  its  being  used  in  a  grave  way  by  any  other  writer.  What  renders  the 
choice  of  such  a  rhyme  the  more  remarkable  in  this  instance  is,  that 
there  was  another  word  {lap)  out  of  which  some  unobjectionable  and 
affecting  thought  might  have  been  applied  by  the  grace  and  tenderness 
of  Spenser's  genius.  But  this  true  poet  had  always  a  deep  and  serious 
faith  in  the  scenes  and  feelings  which  imagination  set  before  him,  and  so 
far  he  wrote  in  passion  upon  whatever  subject ;  and  a  passionate  faith  is 
grave,  and  does  not  easily  take  its  impulses,  and  its  mode  of  uttering 
them,  for  things  too  familiar.  It  is  an  instinctive  perception  to  this 
effect,  which  mingles  with  our  levity,  when  we  venture  to  smile  at  the 
self-committals  of  a  master  in  his  art. 

Spenser,  it  must  be  confessed,  knows  his  power,  and  sometimes  taxes 
our  gravity  to  the  utmost.  Some  of  his  wilful  spellings  involuntarily 
provoke  a  ludicrous  dwelling  upon  them  in  the  reader's  mind ;  as  in  the 
following  couplet : — 

^  And  of  her  own  foule  entrails  makes  her  meat, 
Meat  fit  for  such  a  monster^s  monstrous  djEAT.** 

In  reading  this  line,  one  almost  sees  Munden  again  before  us,  mouth- 
ing an  astonishment  with  a  visage  full  of  grimace,  and  making  a  solemn 
intensity  out  of  every  syllable.  The  child-like  propensity  of  the  poet 
to  make  as  much  as  he  can  of  his  wonderments,  (so  fine  in  its  proper 
place,)  renders  this  intrusion  of  the  mock-heroical  the  more  unavoid- 
able. 

Some  of  Spenser's  forced  rhymes  would  have^  in  modern  ears,  a  vulgar, 
kitchen-like  sound,  if  we  did  not  know  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  un- 
vulgar  of  men.  Thus,  in  order  to  rhyme  with  dart,  he  turns  the  word 
pervert  into  pert?flr( : — 

'*  Therein  was  writ  how  often  thnndering  Jove 
Had  felt  the  point  of  his  heart-piercing  dart, 

And,  leaving  heaven^s  kingdom,  here  did  rove 
In  strange  disguise,  to  slake  his  scalding  smart ; 
Now,  like  a  ram,  fair  Helld  to  pervar^,**  &c. 

Thus,  to  accommodate  the  word  harrd,  he  writes  the  word  trans/err'd 
trans/arr'd,  though  there  is  an  intermediate  rhyme  in  his  stanza  (ward) 
which  is  bound  to  suffer  by  it  in  a  manner  ludicrous  to  modern  ears. 
A  8  this  last  instance  is  in  the  close  of  the  stanza  following  the  one  con- 
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taining  the  previous  extract^  we  will  complete  that  one^  and  give  the 
other  entire,  in  order  that  the  reader  may  have  a  taste  of  the  poet's 
great  heauties  and  little  faults  at  once.  He  is  speaking  of  Jupiter's 
transformations  for  love  :— 

<<  Now  like  a  ram  fair  Helld  to  peiT&rt ; 
Now  like  a  bull  Europ£  to  withdraw*** 

(How  heautiful  for  the  occasion  is  this  word  withdraw,  and  how  well 
tha  softness  and  lowness  of  the  sound  comes  in  after  the  more  glaring 
rhymes  upon  dart !) 

<<  Ah !  how  the  fearful  lady's  tender  hart 

Did  lively  aeem  to  tremble,  when  the  saw 

The  huge  seas  under  her,  t^obey  her  servant's  law ! 

Soon  aAer  that)  into  a  golden  showre, 

Himself  he  changed,  fair  Danae  to  view ; 

And  through  the  roof  of  her  strong  brazen  towre, 

Did  raine  into  her  lap  an  honey  dew  ; 

The  whiles  her  foolish  garde,  that  little  knew 

Of  such  deceipt,  kept  th*  iron  door  fast  barr'df 

And  watched  tliat  none  should  enter  nor  issew : 

Vain  was  the  watch,  and  bootless  all  the  ward, 

Wheneas  the  god  to  golden  hew  himself  transfarr'^dJ^ 

That  exqubite  line, 

^  Did  raine  into  her  lap  an  honey  dew,** 

In  which  the  very  gold,  by  whose  means  the  god  comes  through  the 
roof  of  Danae's  prison,  is  made  nectareous  in  its  passage,  and  melting 
with  the  sweets  of  love,  will  remind  the  traveller,  who  has  had  the  luck 
to  see  it,  of  Titian's  famous  picture  on  the  same  subject,  where  the 
bribing  shower  takes  a  similar  aspect.  It  has  been  the  fashion,  of  late 
irearSy  to  draw  an  extreme  distinction  between  poetry  and  painting,  as  if 
they  were  not  only  diflferent  in  their  means,  but  almost  contradictory  in 
feeling.  Imagination,  however,  fuses  the  arts  together,  aa  it  does 
objects.    Titian  is  often  as  true  a  poet  as  Spenser  is  a  painter. 

To  finish  our  account  of  these  spots  in  a  sun,  the  most  exquisite  in- 
stance  of  Spenser's  wilful  rhyming  is  in  the  close  of  the  following  stanza; 
and  he  must  needs  take  a  liberty  as  he  goes  with  the  great  name  of 
Aacides,  here  called  Aecidee.  Why  he  should  have  said,  too,  i4ecidee  in- 
Stead  of  ilacidee,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture,  unless  he  did  it  to  show 
how  excessively  he  would  have  his  will  while  he  was  about  it,  and  in 
order  to  confound,  with  a  double  perversity,  the  faculties  of  those  who 
W6uld  object  to  a  single  one.  Yet  observe  what  a  fine  lusty  picture  he 
contrives  to  give  us,  by  the  way,  of  Jupiter  returning  amorous  from  a 
feast !  He  is  speaking  of  the  Graces  :-— 

^  They  are  the  daughters  of  sky-ruling  Jove, 

By  him  begot  of  fair  Eurynome, 
The  Ocean*s  daughter,  in  this  pleasant  grove, 

As  he  this  way  coming  from  fearful  glee 

Of  Thetis*  wedding  with  Aecidee. 
In  sonmier*s  shade,  himself  here  rested  weary. 

The  first  of  them  bight  mild  Euphrosyne, 
Next  fair  Aglaia,  last  Thalia  merry ; 
Sweet  goddesses  all  three,  which  we  in  mirth  do  cherry** 

'^  Ckerry  for  cherish"  quietly  observes  a  grave  commentator.    Yes ; 
A  WfNrd  which  has  no  existence,  but  for  the  sake  of  a  rhyme ! 

•But  these  licences  are  the  result  of  exuberance,  not  of  poverty ;  the 
wantonness  of  sheer  wealthy  indolence^  and  enjoyment.    They  need  not 
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have  been  taken  in  these  very  places  as  we  have  shown  in  one  instance. 
But  Spenser  having  written  hap  and  sap,  would  find  a  rhyme  for  it  at 
hand^  at  whatever  price^  rather  than  baulk  his  humour ;  and  so,  in  the 
present  instance^  he  had  written  weary  and  merry,  and  would  not  write 
otherwise :  he  therefore  takes  the  word  "  cherish"  and  pares  it  to  fit  in. 
Divine  Poet !  sitting  in  the  midst  of  thy  endless  treasures^  thy  luzu. 
lious  landscapes,  and  thy  descending  gods !  Fantastic  as  Nature's  self,  in 
the  growth  of  some  few  flowers  of  thy  creation ;  beauteous  and  perfect  as 
herself,  the  rest.  We  have  found  consolation  in  thee  at  times  when 
ahnost  everything  pained  us,  and  when  we- could  find  it  in  no  other  poet 
of  ihy  nation,  because  the  world  into  which  they  took  us,  was  not  equally 
remote.  Shakspeare,  with  all  our  love  and  reverence  for  him,  has  still 
kept  us  among  men  and  their  cares,  even  in  his  enchanted  island,  and  his 
summer.night  dreams.  Milton  will  not  let  us  breathe  the  air  of  his  para- 
dise, undistressed  by  the  hauntings  of  theology,  and  the  shadows  of  what 
was  to  come.  Chaucer  has  left  his  only  romance  unfinished,  and  will  not 
relieve  us  of  his  emotion  but  by  mirth,  and  that  not  always  such  as  we 
can  be  merry  with,  or  as  he  would  have  liked  himself  had  he  fallen  upon 
times  worthier  of  him.  But  in  coming  to  thee,  we  have  travelled  in  one 
instant  thousands  of  miles,  and  to  a  quarter  in  which  no  sin  of  reality  is 
heard.  Even  its  warfare  is  that  of  poetical  children  ;  of  demi,.gods  play- 
ing at  romance.  Around  us  are  the  woods ;  in  our  distant  ear  is  the  sea ; 
the  glimmering  forms  that  we  behold  are  those  of  nymph  and  deities  ; 
or  a  hermit  makes  the  loneliness  more  lonely ;  or  we  hear  a  horn  blow, 
and  the  ground  trembling  with  the  coming  of  a  giant ;  and  our  boyhood 
is  again  existing,  full  of  belief,  though  its  hair  be  turning  grey ;  because 
thou,  a  man,  hast  re-written  its  books,  and  proved  the  surpassing  riches 
of  its  wisdom. 
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Do  you  believe  that  the  devil  comes 

Upon  earth,  disguised  in  dragon's  scale. 
With  double  rows  of  teeth  in  his  gums. 
And  horrible  claws  for  fingers  and  thumbs. 

With  fiery  eyes  and  a  swirling  tail ; 
Up  and  down,  here  and  there. 
Thorough  the  earth  and  thorough  the  air, 
Many  a  weary,  weary  hour. 
Seeking  whom  he  may  devour  ? 
Do  not  believe  it — oh !  no,  no- 
It  cannot  be,  it  was  never  so. 

Or  do  you  believe  that  the  devil  wears 

A  pair  of  horns,  (as  a  wittol  may,) 
And  saucer  eyes,  and  large  rough  ears. 

And  a  cloven  foot,  and  a  fore-  top  grey  ? 
And  do  you  believe  that  the  devil  fears 

To  walk  about  in  the  light  of  day. 

Like  a  gentleman  who  his  debts  can't  pay  ? 
Do  you  think  the  devil  parades  his  power, 

Or  amuses  himself  by  uselessly  frightening 
A  pack  of  fools  at  midnight  hour. 

Or  troubles  himself  with  the  thunder  and  lightning? 
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Or  on  a  whirlwind^  with  horrid  strides^ 
"  Like  any  damned  potato"  rides. 
And  does  not  let  the  winds  and  seas 
Roar  and  roll  just  as  they  please  ? 
Never  believe  it— oh  I  no,  no- 
It  cannot  be,  it  cannot  be  so  I 

Do  you  believe  that  the  devil  came 

To  Faust,  in  the  shape  of  an  old  black  poodle. 
Whisking  about  with  his  tail  on  flame. 

To  wheedle  the  brains  of  the  German  noodle  ? 
Do  you  think  the  devil  could  condescend. 
For  any  such  paltry  and  private  end. 
To  enter  the  shape  of  dragon  or  dog. 
Cormorant,  serpent,  toad,  or  hog  ? 
Perhaps  you  believe  it  was  he  who  clung 

To  St.  Anthony's  coach,  in  the  tempting  form 
Of  a  woman  fair  and  young. 

With  bosom  white,  and  round,  and  warm— 
Upon  second  thoughts  I  agree  with  you ; 
That  story  is  very  probably  true. 

But  listen  to  me,  but  listen  to  me. 
People  of  high  and  of  low  degree. 
Who  love  a  tale  of  diablerie, 

Be  it  for  sorrow,  or  be  it  for  mirth  ; 
Listen  to  me,  ye  great  and  ye  small. 
Who  pray  to  St.  Peter,  or  swear  by  St.  Paul, 
Ye  Protestant,  or  ye  Papistical, 
Ye  orthodox,  or  ye  heretical. 
Ye  Tory,  ye  Whig,  or  ye  Radical^ 
Listen  to  me,  and  I'll  tell  you  all. 

Which  way  the  devil  comes  upon  earth. 

It  is  not  in  the  storm  he  rides. 

It  is  not  in  the  flame  he  bides ; 

It  is  not  over  the  earth  nor  under. 

In  realms  of  darkness  or  regions  of  wonder ; 

It  is  not  in  form  of  beast  or  bird. 

He  is  ever  seen  or  felt  or  heard. 

Shape,  save  the  human,  taketh  he  none-^ 

The  image  of  God  is  the  devil's  throne  ! 

Oh !  where  then  doth  the  devil  dwell. 
And  when  can  vou  the  devil  meet  ? 

In  Carlton  Terrace,  or  Pall-Mall — 
In  Suffolk  East,  or  James's  Street  ? 

And  is  the  devil  a  gentleman  ? 

Doth  he  drink  his  claret  whenever  he  can. 

And  keep  his  wench,  and  crack  his  joke. 

Like  other  quiet  simple  folk  ? 

It  is  not  here,  it  is  not  there. 

It  is  up  and  down,  it  is  everywhere. 

It  is  where  you  stay,  it  is  where  you  go ; 

Be  sure  the  devil's  at  your  elbow. 

Whether  you  talk  of  him  or  no.  ■  ' 
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His  ways  are  very  various. 
His  speeches  multifariousj 
His  name  is  Legion ;  and  his  plan 
Is  to  be  every  boy  and  man. 
Girl  and  woman,  that  he  can. 

Assuredly  he's  the  Northern  Czar 

Given  to  glory,  to  blood,  and  to  war ; 

A  murderer  of  blood-relations, 

A  rooter-out  of  entire  nations ; 

No  less,  he  is  the  sort  of  thing 

Which  hereabout  men  call  a  King ; 

Again,  with  views  more  sinister. 

Behold  him  Austrian  minister  : 

Pope  he  has  been  by  the  grace  of  St.  Peter, 

Eighteen  hundred  years  and  better. 

Just  now,  for  amusement's  sake. 

For,  win  who  may,  he'll  sweep  the  stake, 

The  whimsical  two-handed  elf 

Plays  a  game  against  himself. 

Cunningly  throwing  the  dice,  as  well 

For  scoundrel  Pedro  as  rogue  Miguel. 

All  these  he  has  well  by  heart  :-^ 

He  can  also  play  his  part 

In  inferior  condition ; 

For  the  crown  of  his  ambition 

Is  to  be  in  every  place. 

Doing  mischief  with  a  grace ; 

And  his  genius'  highest  stretch 

Is  to  personate  Jack  Ketch. 

^Vlien  an  Irish  Secretary 

Makes  a  kingdom's  peace  miscarry ; 

When  an  Irish  patriot 

Sets  common  sense  and  truth  at  nought ; 

When  you  hear  an  English  Tory 

Doting  on  Old  England's  glory ; 

AFhen  you  see  a  Radical 

Super-hyperbolical ; 

When  you  hear  a  Benthamite 

Say  *'  he  can  demonstrate  quite  ;" 

When  a  Monarch  is  beloved. 

Or  a  demagogue  approved ; 

When  a  Bishop  is  translated. 

Or  a  noble  Peer  created. 

Or  a  Jew  emancipated  ; 

When  a  daily  Editor 

Praises  himself  (Heaven  knows  what  for*^ 

Be  it  bullying  or  prying, 

Denying,  prophesying,  lying ;) 

When  his  worship  looks  forgiving. 

Or  a  woman  undeceiving ; 

When  you  see  a  doctrinaire 

Placed  au  dessus  des  affaires  ; 

When  a  parson  preaches  conscience ; 

M'hen  a  philanthrope  talks  true  sense  ; 
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"When  a  damn'd  succewAil  quaok 
Is  making  raws  upon  your  baok ; 
When  you  see  a  lawyer's  faoe  ; 
When  you  see  a  Whig  in  place ; 
When  you  have  seen^  as  you  have  seen^ 
The  frontispiece  of  Tait's  Magazine — 
People  of  high  and  of  low  degree. 
Whenever  you  hear,  or  whenever  yott  see. 
Woman,  maiden,  man,  or  child. 
Gentle  or  simple,  tame  or  wild, 
Winning  credit  for  working  evil. 
Take  my  word  for  it,  that's  the  devil. 


ON  STRIKES,  TRADES'  UNIONS,  CORMORANCY,  AND 

CURRENCY, 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  «  CORN-LAW  RHYMES." 

D£AB  Tait,  4 

Again  there  is  war  in  the  city  of  soot.  After  a  dearth  of  sixteen 
months'  duration,  a  few  orders  have  at  length  arrived,  and  the  result  is 
i— a  strike  for  higher  wages.  When  I  was  a  boy,  the  employers  and  the 
employed  did  not  wage  war  on  each  other  ;  hut  ify  for  any  cauee,  a  worlu 
man  then  left  his  employer,  they  parted  heartJbroken,  Were  there  no 
Com  Laws  in  those  days  ?  Or  what  is  the  cause  of  the  frightful  change  ? 
The  cause  is  this :  Corn  Laws  and  other  taxes  subtract  so  much  from 
profits,  that  neither  manufacturers  nor  merchants  can  now  afford  to 
stock  goods ;  it  follows  that,  when  a  few  orders  come,  the  goods  are  all 
to  make ;  and  being  all  wanted  in  a  few  weeks,  a  strike  is  not  less  cer. 
tain,  than  are  the  results  of  that  law  of  God  which  wheels  the  planets 
in  their  courses,  or  that  other  ]aw  of  God  which  ordains,  that  when  thera 
are  only  three  pounds  of  butter  in  the  market,  and  six  pounds  are  tmme- 
diately  wanted,  the  lady  of  the  wicker  basket  shall  strike  for  an  advance 
in  price.  Those  who  curse  the  effect  forget  the  cause,  and  that  time  has 
something  to  do  with  the  matter.  Nay,  more,  the  masters,  instead  of 
attempting  to  remove  the  cause,  prevent  its  removal.  They  are  the  dupes 
and  grand  allies  of  the  enemy.  Instead  of  joining  with  their  men  to  meet 
in  public,  and  petition  or  remonstrate  monthly  or  weekly  against  the 
trade-destroying  bread  tax,  they  blame  them  for  obeying  a  law  of  nature. 
They  seem  not  to  know,  that  but  for  the  strikes  of  their  workmen,  the 
latter  would  long  ago  have  been  brought  down  to  potato-wasres,  for  the 
sole  benefit  of  the  bread-tax-eaters ;  still  less  do  they  seem  to  know,  that 
bread-taxed  competition  would  soon  make  potato- wages  synonymous  with 
potato-profits;  and  not  at  all  do  they  seem  to  know  that  capital  will 
not  long  stay  here  for  potato-profits,  if  it  can  get  beef-and-ale  profits 
elsewhere.  They  ought  to  know,  but  do  not,  that  whether  less  or  more 
is  paid  out  of  the  profit-fund,  and  whether  it  be  paid  to  palaced  paupers 
or  others,  there  is  but  one  fund  out  of  which  the  payments  can  be  made. 
Instead  of  joining  heart  and  hand  with  their  workmen,  to  deprive  our 
enemies  of  their  tax-shield,  and  compel  them  to  reduce  the  taxes,  by 
making  them  feel  the  weight  of  taxation  ;  they  imitate,  flatter,  pay,  and 
worship  the  authors  of  that  abominable  apology  for  all  abuses,  the  bread- 
tax.    They  calmly  see  the  landlords  applying  their  parliamentary  torch 
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to  the  thatch  of  the  social  edifice^  as  if  the  mafble  staircase  were  safb ; 
bat  while  they  every  day  hear  from  the  rural  districts  cries  of  "  fire, 
fire  i"  do  they  take  no  pains  to  protect  their  own  manufactories  and 
dwellings  from  the  threatening  conflagration  ?     No ;  on  the  contrary^ 
they  speak  and  act  as  if  they  had  eaten  of  the  incombustible  root^  and 
put  on  wigs  of  asbestos.    Will  they  never  be  able  to  see,  that  Trades' 
Unions,  and  combinations  for  the  advance  of  wages,  are  neither  less  nor 
more  than  Anti-Bread.taz  Associations  ?     They  know  that  the  tax  on 
tea  is  a  heavy  one,  and  that  as  an  item  in  the  cost  of  our  manufactured 
articles,  it  is  just  equal  to  its  amount,  and  no  more ;  they  do  not  know 
that  it  differs  in  that  respect  from  the  bread-tax ;  they  will  not  learn, 
till  it  is  too  late  to  be  wise,  that  the  cost  of  the  latter  is  measured,  not 
by  the  money  which  it  brings  into  the  Exchequer,  but  by  the  whole 
agricultural  produce  and  consumption  of  Britain,  and  that,  consequently, 
a  duty  on  corn,  whether  fixed  or  fluctuating,  if  continued,  must  be 
ruinous.     Can  they  believe  that  the  all-beggaring  landlords  gain  only 
five  millions  a-year  by  a  bread-tax,  which  costs  the  people  of  this  country 
ten  shillings  per  quarter,  or  a  yearly  consumption  of  fifty  millions  of 
quarters^  or  twenty-five  millions  sterling  per  annum ;  and  yet  not  be 
able  to  see,  that  by  compelling  Government  to  substitute  for  a  fixed  or 
Other  duty  on  corn,  an  acreable  palaced.pauper's  dole,  or  annuity  of  five 
millions,  they  would  save  not  only  twenty  millions  a-year,  but  the  trade 
of  England  itself,  (for  the  destruction  of  which  those  twenty  millions 
are  now  paid  as  a  premium,)  and  probably  put  an  end  to  strikes  and 
combinations  for  ever  ?     They  can  perceive  that  the  only  natural  advan- 
tages of  England  are  her  insulation,  her  unfreezing  sea-board,  and  her 
climate^  in  which  exertion  is  at  once  a  luxury,  and  a  necessary  of  life  ; 
they  can  perceive  that  Ireland,  possessing  all  those  advantages  in  an 
equal  degree  with  England,  is  nevertheless,  of  all  countries,  the  most 
Wretched ;  they  can  appropriate  steam  engines  and  power-looms,  while 
they  starve  the  inventors,  and  call  them  rabble ;  they  can  sometimes 
apprehend  that  their  foreign  rivals  will  not  only  adopt  our  inventions, 
but  improve  upon  them  ;  and  they  csLn/eel,  before  dinner,  that  the  free- 
bread  and  cheap  labour  of  their  continental  competitors  will  ere  long 
j^roduce  a  cotton-crash  in  England  that  wiU  shake  it  to  its  centre ;  but 
they  cannot  perceive  that  strikes  and  trades'  unions  are  effects  of  an 
all-demoralizing  cause,  nor  be  induced  by  any  thing  short  of  utter  and 
irretrievable  ruin,  to  join  with  their  humble  fellow.victims  for  the  re« 
moval  of  the  Damnable  Causb  ! 

I  turn  in  disgust  from  these  miserables,  to  the  harpies  who  are  feeding 
on  them  and  me.  What  are  now  the  confessions  and  avowals  of  the 
breadtaxry  ?  After  loading  us  with  a  debt  of  800  millions,  of  the  interest 
of  which  they  never  paid  a  penny,  they  now  propose  to  rob  the  lenders 
of  the  principal  ;  and  their  shameless  and  insidious  agents  are  putting 
out  their  loathsome  feelers  in  every  direction,  endeavouring  particularly 
to  seduce  the  radicals  to  join  in  their  scheme  of  spoliation,  and  renewed 
revelry  in  all  mischief !  This  cold-blooded  and  hideous  project  is  un. 
blushingly  avowed  in  a  printed  paper  now  before  me.  It  is  addressed  by 
"  Godfrey  Higgins,  Esquire,  F.S.A.,  F.R.A.S.,  F.R.A.S.T.S.,  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  to  the  manufacturers  and 
farmers  of  the  Riding,  and  particularly  to  the  Political  Unions  of  Leeds, 
Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Mirfield,  Dewsbury,  Wakefield,  and  Barnesley.** 
But  does  Godfrey  Higgins  suppose  that  in  a  case  of  larceny,  the  Radi. 
cals  would  call  for  the  evidence  of  Jonathan  Wild  ?     And  does  he  not 


706        On  Strikes,  Trades'  Unions,  Corvftorancy,  and  Currency. 

know,  that  they  know  i^ell,  that  the  landlords  are  thieves  ;   that  the 
money  lent  by  the  fundholders  was  their  own ;  and  that  the  worst  that  can 
be  said  of  them  is,  that  they  have  invested  their  hard  earnings  on  bad 
security  ?     But  the  radicals  are  of  opinion,  let  the  Squire  of  Skellow 
Grange  be  assured,  that  there  are  plenty  of  assets  for  the  payment  of 
the  debt ;  that  whoever  contracts  a  debt  ought  to  pay  it,  if  able  ;  and 
that  living  in  palaces,  riding  in  flunkied  coaches,  and  possessing  the  sur- 
face of  whole  parishes,  are  very  like  proofs  of  ability  to  pay.    If  the 
Bread  Tax,  and  similar  land  boons,  have  cost  us  as  much  as  all  the  lands  are 
worth,  why  should  not  the  state  sequestrate  the  lands,  and  become  sole 
land-owner,  for  the  benefit  of  all,  not  excepting  the  would-be  thieves 
themselves  ?     The  champion  of  his  caste  has  adroitly  mixed  up  the  cur- 
rency Question,  with  his  project  for  plundering  the  fundholders.    But  it 
wont  do.   We  know  a  little  about  that  question  also.    ''  Thomas  Attwood 
is  all  currency,"  say  many  who  are  aware  that  there  are  yet  in  existence 
such  things  as  Political  Unions.    But  neither  is  the  Unionmonger  all 
currency,  nor  the  Corn-Law  Rhymer  all  Bread  Tax.     There  are  poor 
men  in  once-merry  England,  who  can  perceive  the  connexion  of  currency 
with  Corn  Laws.    What  but  the  Bank  Restriction  Act  enabled  our  landed 
Cormorancy  to  expend  2,000  millions  in  glorious  wars  ?     What  but  that 
act  burdened  us  with  a  debt  of  800  millions  ?     What  but  that  act  trebled 
the  rents  of  the  body  of  which  Godfrey  Higgins*  is  a  member  ?      And 
when  a  one-pound  note  was  discovered  to  be  worth  only  fourteen  shil- 
lings, what  villany  was  the  Corn-Law  of  1815  intending  to  perpetrate, 
if  not  to  secure  their  paper  rents  in  gold  ?     What  but  the  Bank  Restric 
tion  Act,  in  its  consequences,  is  now  giving  away  our  trade  to  foreigners  ? 
And  if  a  new  lease  of  folly,  fraud,  and  madness,  is  to  be  granted  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  by  the  consistent,  and  monopoly-hating  ^Vhig8,  what 
cause  is  more  likely  than  Retributive  Currency,  to  whip  with  destitution 
the  Bread-taxry  of  England  }     In  the  meantime,  we  Radicals  believe, 
that  if  free  trade  is  wanted  at  all,  free  trade  in  money  is.    That,  there- 
fore, all  bankers  who  please,  ought  to  be  allowed  (without  any  other  se- 
curity to  the  public,  than  the  mutual  jealousy  and  watchfulness  of  the 
issuers,)  to  issue  one-pound  notes,  payable  on  demand  in  gold  or  silver ; 
but  not  in  Bank  of  England  notes,  unless  another  money-crash  is  desir- 
able.   That  towards  the  close  of  1825,  the  Bank  of  England  suddenly  re- 
fused to  discount  good  bills  to  the  amount  of  about  four  millions,  because 
gold  was  rising  in  price.    That  the  refusal  to  discount  constituted  what 
is  called  the  crisis  of  1825.      That  the  same  cause  will  produce  similar 
effects  in  future.    That  early  in  1826,  the  Bank  of  England  having  con- 
trived to  lower  the  price  of  gold,  (and  consequently  of  other  commodi- 
ties,) discounted  bills  to  the  amount  of  about  eight  millions,  but  not  at 
all  of  better  quality  than  the  four  millions,  which  they  refused  to  discount 
only  a  few  weeks  before !     That  it  is,  therefore,  (and  by  other  terrible 
facts,)  proved  that  it  is  perilous,  and  may  be  fatal,  to  intrust  a  few  sor- 
did, ignorant,  and  most  commonplace  individuals^  with  the  awful  power, 
of  raising  or  lowering  at  will,  the  value  of  all  property  !     And  that, 
although  we  are  told  specie  is  to  be  made  plentiful,  by  suffering  a  huge 
establishment  periodically  to  sweep  the  greater  part  of  the  circulating 
medium  into  its  coffers,  we  think  the  best  way  of  making  specie  plentifiil, 
is  to  let  every  man  have  some  in  his  pocket ;  for,  while  we  remember  that 

•  Can  it  be  possible  that  this  Godfrey  Higgins  is  the  Author  of  "  Celtic  Druids,** 
a  work  that  ought  to  be  immortal  ? 
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in  162S,  when  the  hanks  were  filled  with  unwelcome  cugtomers^  the  silver. 
platers  of  Sheffield^  could^  and  did^  huy  any  required  quantity  of  gold  or 
silver^  with  any  hill  that  hore  a  banker's  endorsement,  we  cannot  but  be- 
lieve, that  if  no  such  nuisance  or  blessing  as  the  Bank  of  England  were 
in  existence,  the  country  bankers  could,  at  any  time,  buy  any  required 
quantity  of  the  precious  metals  with  the  hilU  of  each  other. 

Fools  will  teach,  though  they  cannot  learn.    Pray  excuse  me;  and 
oblige, — ^Dear  Tait^  yours  very  truly, 

EBENEZER  ELLIOTT. 

Sheffield,  7th  August^  1833. 


TOADYISM. 

*'  ChapMU  bas,  chapeau  basi 

Gloire  au  Uarquii  de  Carrabaa  r->BxmANaBft. 


Toadyism  may  be  defined  as  the  petty  homage  rendered  by  the  mean 
in  indigence,  to  the  mean  in  afiluence  ;  the  servility  testified  by  the  base 
obscure,  towards  the  base  illustrious.  But  the  divisions  of  society  have 
become  uncertain  boundaries ;  and  even  the  vices  of  mankind  are  less 
definitively  graduated  than  of  yore.  It  is  an  oversight  on  the  part  of 
our  makers  of  comedies,  (or  rather  of  those  three-volume  pictures  of 
society  which  have  superseded  in  our  literature  the  comedy  of  high-life, 
80  popular  on  the  stage  when  Abington  and  Farren  were  the  finest  ladies 
of  the  land,)  to  show  up  exclusively  the  toadyism  of  the  humbler  classes ; 
of  ladies'  maids,  and  ladies'  companions  ;  of  governesses  or  curatesses ; 
of  the  butler,  the  tutor,  the  chaplain,  the  attorney  !  Out  upon  such  ig- 
norance, or  such  hypocrisy ! 

Yet,  can  any  denizen  of  this  enlightened  nineteenth  century  be  igno- 
rant that  the  most  flagrant  of  all  tuft-hunting  is  perpetrated  among 
wearers  of  the  tuft  ?  the  most  abject  toad-eating  committed  among  the 
privileged  breeders  of  toads  ?  that  more  than  one  Irish  dowager  might 
be  backed  for  vileness  of  servility  against  all  the  ladies'  maids  that  ever 
courted  the  smiles  of  fortune  per  favour  of  a  Register  Office  ?  .  It  is  true 
the  led  captains  of  a  former  century,  the  braggadoccios  of  a  Bucking- 
ham, the  "  parsons  in  tie-wigs,"  who  fed  upon  the  scraps  of  Walpole, 
and  the  threadbare  dilettanti  who  rewarded  with  their  ecstacies  the  Vit- 
ruvianisms  of  the  Earl  of  Burlington,  have  passed  away  and  are  forgot- 
ten !     The  disbanded  captains  of  our  own  times  hire  out  their  heroism 
to  Don  Pedro,  instead  of  drawing  corks  for  some  libertine  Lord ;  and  in. 
stead  of  "  talking  religion"  for  the  Duchesses  de  la  Fertd  of  St.  James's 
Square,  our  Mesdames  de  Stael  Delannay  endite  historical  abridgments 
for  the  penny  libraries,  or  edit  a  Magazine.     The  cause  of  this  amend- 
ment of  morals  among  such  of  our  shabby  genteel  as  are  ambitious  of 
rising  in  the  world  is  yet  to  show.     Their  place  was  taken,  their  mono- 
poly of  meanness  invaded.    Not  a  nobleman  worth  toadying,  but  boasted 
hangers-on,  of  his  own  order  and  degree,  worth  dozens  of  dozens  of  pro- 
fessional toadies,  the  "  base  bisognons"  of  the  calling  !    The  Bishop  had 
his  Archdeacon,  the  Duke  his  military  secretary,  the  Ambassador  his 
attaehis,  the  King  his  physician;    what  need  of  a  led  captain  or  a 
tiger  } 
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Oh  I  that  those  who  have  anything  to  give  away^  the  Dokes  of  WeU 
Ungton  and  Devonshire,  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  the  Earl  of  Chester^ 
4eid,  the  Duchess  of  St.  Albans,  would  holdly  tell  the  secrets  of  their 
prison-house,  and  unfold  an  instructive  lesson  in  the  mysteries  of  the 
sanctuary  of  fashion !  What  littleness  might  they  not  detect  in  th^ 
great — what  low  manoeuvres  among  the  high  and  mighty !  The  history 
of  Dudley  House  alone,  will  afford  a  page  to  the  future  history  of  oar 
time,  of  which  it  were  to  be  wished  that  posterity  might  not  prove  the 
sole  inheritor.  We,  perhaps,  could  profit  by  the  warning ;  for  when 
will  the  genius  of  toadyism  ever  soar  more  triumphantly  than  now  ? 

For  our  own  part,  we  cannot  blame  the  trSs  magnifiques  seigneurs  by 
whom  the  vice  has  been  fostered.  It  is  only  natural  that  his  Grace  should 
value  the  devotion  of  a  friend  ready  to  start  off  with  him  at  a  moment's 
notice  on  an  excursion  to  Timbuctoo,  or  a  picnic  at  the  top  of  the  Jura ; 
when  that  ever-smiling  toady  chances  to  be  a  dandy  of  sixteen  quarter- 
ings,  and  secures  him  from  a  tete~a~tite  with  the  vadet,  who  quarters  no^ 
thing  but  his  wages !  It  is  only  natural  that  the  Marquis  should  pique 
himself  on  his  power  to  improvisate  at  half  an  hour's  notice,  a  dinner 
party  of  twelve  wits  of  fashion,  such  as  it  would  cost  a  Mrs.  Skinner 
twelve  weeks  of  anxious  correspondence  to  congregate  Into  divan !  It 
is  only  natural  that  the  Duchess  should  exult  in  finding  among  the  obe« 
dient  humble  servants  who  search  the  curiosity  shops  and  cheapen  old 
china  for  her  sake.  Right  Honourable  Ladyships  and  Knights  of  the 
Bath»  overflowing  with  the  bile  of  scorn  towards  the  inferior  vaasalsp 
their  fellow.creatares  1  Who  could  resist  the  triumph  of  converting 
Timon  into  a  trencher  scraper ;  or  the  satisfaction  of  making  a  Lady 
Katharine  or  a  Sir  Charles  digest  those  showers  of  bitter  ashes,  whieh 
their  own  volcanic  eruptions  scatter  over  the  majority  of  the  community  } 
It  was  a  Duke  who,  in  his  last  moments,  entreated  the  pardon  of  the 
King  of  France,  a  visiter  to  his  sick  bed,  for  the  grimaces  he  might  be 
compelled  to  make  in  the  agonies  of  death ;  it  was  a  Countess  who  hum- 
bly  apologised  for  not  attending  a  royal  fste,  "  her  lord  having  exjreri- 
enoed  a  second  apoplectic  fit."    It  is  an  Earl's  daughter  who  swallows 

the  toads  of  the  Duchess  of  St.  A and  Lady  Strachan. 

The  serviles  of  the  great  world  may,  perhaps,  choose  to  class  their 
foible  with  that  of  the  courtiers  of  royalty,  rather  than  the  toadies  of 
greatness.  By  no  means !  Courtiership  is  an  exploded  thing  in  £ng« 
land.  One  of  the  most  manly  reforms  suggested  by  the  present  King 
on  his  accession,  was  the  abrogation  of  all  those  fariboles  which  had  been 
wont  to  poison  the  atmosphere  of  the  Pavilion.  The  times  admitted  of 
no  further  circumlocution  ;  the  world  had  business  on  hand,  demanding 
plain-dealing  and  honesty  of  speech.  A  man  must,  indeed,  have  ample 
leisure,  if  he  can  lend  his  ears  with  patience  to  all  that  loathsome  flum- 
mery of  the  toad-eaters  of  the  great  world,  which  made  a  misanthrope 
of  poor  Lord  Dudley  ! 

"We  have  been  betrayed  into  these  refleotions^-we  care  not  who 
knows  it — by  having  been  present  some  weeks  ago,  in  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  coteries  of  the  heau  monde,  when  one  of  the  idlers  of  the  party 
lounged  in  to  announce  a  rumour  circulated  by  the  newspapers  of  Lord 
Hertford's  dangerous  illness,  and  the  departure  to  Italy  of  his  favourite 
surgeon.  There  were  females  present  who,  last  season,  we  beheld 
eagerly  canvassing  Lady  S.  for  an  invitation  to  Sudbourne ;  there  were 
men  who  all  but  choked  themselves,  last  year,  In  pronouncing  upon 
the  excellence  of  the  Ragby  venison,  or  perjured  themselves,  while  nt- 
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testing  tbe  weight  of  a  Ragby  pineapple ;  yet^  may  we  be  burnt  or 
branded,  if  one  among  the  mob  of  iUustrious  toadies  had  a  aingle  word 
of  commiseration  to  waste  on  the  sufferings  of  that  quondam  host,  whose 
cuiiinB  was  supposed  to  be  drawing  towards  its  last  spark  1  The  tender- 
esUhearted  among  the  ladies  whispered  coi^eotures  touching  his  will  ;— 
the  most  gentlemanly  of  the  gentlemen  indulged  in  bets  upon  the  proba. 
bility  of  Lord  Yarmouth  becoming  a  resident  in  England ;  and  a  general 
inquiry  arose  whether  the  Abercorns  or  the  Buccleuchs  were  supposed 
to  entertain  a  predilection  for  the  Regent's  Park,— or  were  likely  to 
give  breakfasts !  We  appeal  boldly  to  Messieurs  Bulwer,  Massy,  and 
Lister, — ^to  Mesdames  Sullivan,  Sheridan,  and  Gore,  whether  the  dirtiest 
professional  toadies  they  have  been  pleased  to  compound  out  of  the  vul- 
gar clay  of  the  servants'  hall,  or  the  steward's  room,  could  have  shown 
themselves  worthier  distinction  in  their  vocation  ? 


SOKG  OP  THE  GHOSTS. 

''  Mortal  !  that  weepest  when  weeps  the  night  dew. 
And  sighest  to  the  stars  what  earth  never  knew, 

Hear'st  thou  no  sound  ? 
Midst  the  shadows  that  fall,  and  that  flit  around. 
And  the  thin  doud-like  mists  that  rise  from  the  ground. 

No  form  dost  thou  view  ? 
''  Holds  the  grave  none  who  live  to  thee  still  ?«— 
Hast  thou  no  thought  that  time  cannot  kill. 

Nor  pleasure  can  chann  ?«— 
Throbs  not  thy  breast,  though  fearless  of  harm?—* 
And  has  reason  a  power  that  throb  to  calm. 

Or  comfort  instill  ? 
"  Live  there  not  yet  in  thy  memory 
Thoee  who  would  quit  even  Heaven  for  thee, 
'     Though  but  grief  to  share  ?— 
And  hast  thou  no  hope  thou  art  yet  their  care,— -• 
No  belief  that  affection  from  Time  we  bear 

To  Eternity  ? 
"  Could  their  spirits  appear  to  thy  sorrowing  eye, 
Would'st  thou  tremble  to  view  those  loved  ones  nigh. 

Thou  mournest  as  gone  ?— 
Could*8t  thou  not  list  to  that  gentle  tone  ? 
Even  now,  dost  thou  know  thyself  alone  ?•— 

Hear'st  thou  no  sigh  ? 

'^  We  are  near  thee— we  love  thee — we  watch  thee  yet,— 
Our  happiness  still  on  thine  own  is  set,-^ 

Still,  still  art  thou  dear  : 
In  thy  pleasure  our  smile  of  gladness  is  near ; 
Our  sympathy  yet  descends  with  thy  tear 

We  never  forget. 
''  Hear  us  I  We  come  whence  no  tears  are  shed ;— «< 
Hear  us !  Our  hearts  as  thine  own  have  bled. 

And  thy  doubts  have  known : 
We  have  curs'd  the  destruction  that  Earth  has  shown— 
We  have  moum'd  for  its  sins,  we  have  writh'd  at  its  groan,- 

We  have  fallen  with  its  dead. 
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''  Hear  us  !  We  have  hung  o'er  the  hlighted  flower. 
And  the  leaf  devoured  in  its  loveliest  hour. 

And  the  first-born  slain : 
And  we,  too,  have  witnessed  the  long  life  of  pain. 
And  dared  question  the  mercy  of  Him,  whose  reign 

Show'd  such  fearful  power. 

"  Hear  us  !  Our  hearts  have  in  penitence  flown— 
Our  weak,  our  proud  hearts — to  that  heavenly  throne. 

Round  which  Angels  bow  : 
And  our  anguish  then  claim'd  that  He  would  endow 
Our  souls  with  those  hopes  that  thou  cravest  now. 

Thy  thoughts  were  our  own  ! 

**  As  thine  have  our  hearts  with  sorrow  been  riven ; 
As  thou  we  have  loved ;  as  thou  we  have  striven 

With  life's  weight  of  wo : 
We  have  shrunk  from  the  death  that  laid  Nature  low ; 
And  our  souls,  as  thine,  in  afltsction's  glow. 

Found  best  proof  of  Heaven. 

"  Hear  us !  We  knew,  we  have^felt  all  this : — 
Earth's  bitterest  grief,  and  Love's  farewell  kiss. 

By  us  have  been  shared ; 
Yet  we  live  by  that  Mercy  that  we  had  dared 
To  doubt, — we  are  pardon'd,  consoled,  and  spared 

To  a  life  of  bliss. 

"  Heir  of  that  bliss  !  we  may  not  reveal 
What  a  Spirit  may,  see,  what  a  Spirit  can  feel 

Of  eternal  joy ; 
But  we  promise  thee  pleasure  without  alloy ; 
We  promise  a  life  Death  dares  not  destroy,—* 

Universal  weal. 

*'  Doubt  not,  yet  man's  doubts  are  forgiven ;  nor  grieve 
Though  Earth  has  yet  trials  that  thou  must  receive. 

And  her  pleasures  are  past. 
Fear  not,  'tis  thy  Maker  thy  lot  has  cast : 
Time's  torture  must  end.  Heaven's  rapture  will  last  ;-— 

Hope  and  believe !" 

IK  C(£L0  QUIES. 

Life  has  its  pleasures, — many  and  varied  joys. 
To  compensate  its  sharp  or  bitter  woes ; 

Love,  friendship,  fame  on  some ;  and  meaner  toys 
On  others  she  confers,-«-on  none  repose. 

The  throb  that  bliss  creates,  that  bUss  destroys : 
The  pain  of  pleasure  who  that  feels  but  knows  ! 

Or  who,  excitement  struggling  in  his  breast. 

But  feels  how  different  mortal  joy  from  rest  I 

Is  there  no  home,  then,  for  the  weary  mind  ?— • 
No  respite  from  the  war  of  ceaseless  thought  ?— - 

No  chains  that  ean  the  ardent  spirit  bind  ? — 

No  dreamless  sleep  for  those  who  long  have  sought  ?— 

No  calm  for  those*  who  would,  repose  to  find, 
Give  every  pleasure  with  which  life  is  fraught  ? 

Ah,  yes  I— this  rest,  to  Earth  denied,  is  given 

At  the  vnpreme  felicity  of  Heaven.  TaAmn. 


711 

RiBB  AND  Fall  of  tbb  Irish  Nation.  By  Sir  Jonah  Barringtok^ 
LLA).j  K.C.  Member  in  the  late  Irish  Parliament  for  the  Cities  of 
Tuam  and  Clogher.  8vo.  G.  Bennis^  Paris  ;  G.  Lapham^  London. 
Pp.  494. 

This  is  a  remarkable  book^  on  a  subject  of  surpassing  interest.  All 
who  can  read  aright  the  symptoms  of  political  change,  have  long  looked 
to  Ireland  with  anxiety  and  fear.  There  doubtless  do  exist,  in  other 
parts  of  our  great  empire,  causes  of  irritation,  and  grievances  hard  to  be 
borne ;  but  in  Ireland,  misrule  sits  crowned,  injustice  is  universal,  and 
oppression  forms  the  rule,  and  not  the  exception  of  her  government. 
The  moral  degradation  of  the  people  being  essential  to  the  continuance 
of  such  a  system,  every  means  of  repressing  their  improvement  has  been 
too  long  and  too  successfully  resorted  to.  Divide  et  impera  has  been  the 
tjrrant's  watchword  through  many  a  weary  age  of  popular  suffering;  while 
all  the  avenues  to  knowledge  have  been  shut  up  and  guarded  with  a  zeal 
and  unremitting  watchfulness,  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  But,  though 
great,  the  success  has  not  been  perfect.  The  light  has  shone,  though  dimly, 
on  the  people  of  Ireland.  They  have  been  roused  from  the  prostration 
of  hopeless  apathy  to  the  upright  attitude  of  independence ;  and  though 
Britain  has  again  succeeded  in  throwing  her  chains  around  Ireland,  she 
now  wears  them  with  a  proud  indignant  heart ;  anxiously  waiting  for  the 
hour  when  domestic  convulsion,  or  foreign  aggression-^neither  of  them 
improbable  events — shall  restore  to  her  the  opportunity,  formerly  thrown 
Away,  of  again  calling  her  volunteers  to  arms ;  re-asserting  her  inde. 
pendence,  and  for  ever  dissolving  a  connexion,  which  to  her  has  been 
only  productive  of  humiliating  insult,  and  barbarous  oppression.  In  the 
emphatic  language  of  our  Scottish  proverb,  "  She  bides  her  time !"  Among 
the  wrong's  carefully  treasured  up,  to  be  remembered  in  the  day  of  re- 
tribution, not  the  lightest  in  the  estimation  of  the  Irish  people,  is  the 
Legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  by  which,  three  and  thirty  years 
&go,  the  name  of  Ireland  was  struck  out  of  the  roll  of  European  nations  ; 
ftnd  her  interests,  commercial,  political,  and  religious,  surrendered  to  the 
adjudication  of  men  who  look  upon  her  mercantile  prosperity  as  inimi. 
cal  to  their  own,  and  her  national  faith  as  a  dangerous  and  degrading 
heresy.  Sir  Jonah  Barrington,  the  author  of  the  present  work,  was  not 
only  a  witness,  but  an  actor  in  the  scenes  which  it  describes;  and,  being 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  leading  characters  of  the  time,  seems  well 
qualified  for  the  elucidation  of  transactions,  which  those  who  managed 
them  were  very  naturally  far  from  anxious  to  obtrude  upon  the  notice  of  the 
public.  Of  the  facts  which  he  relates,  there  must  be  many  who  are  cog- 
nizant, still  alive :  and  though,  in  expressing  his  views  on  the  subject,  there 
remains  enough  of  fervid  vehemence,  to  remind  us  of  the  time  when  Par- 
^unentary  opinions  were  ever  ready  to  be  enforced  by  pistol  bullets,  we 
must  say  that  they  are  eloquently  supported,  and  fairly,  though  strongly 
stated. 

Sir  Jonah  commences  his  work  by  a  view  of  Ireland  as  she  stood  in 
1779,  and  of  the  causes  which  had  produced  the  degraded  station  which 
*he  then  occupied  in  the  scale  of  nations.  From  the  first  moment  of 
British  invasion  to  that  period,  during  the  long  lapse  of  six  centuries, 
^er  humiliation  had  been  unceasing,  her  oppression  unremitted.-— Henry, 
Elizabeth,  CromweU,  WiUiam, — Plantagenets,  Tudors,  Republicans,  and 
Evolutionary  Monarchs ;  all  had  agreed  in  holding  the  Irish  as  a  people 
whom  it  was  becoming  to  trample  and  tread  under  foot,  whom  it  was 

you  in,—* NO.  xmu  S  D 


712  Rise  and  Fall  af  ike  Irish  Nation. 

dsngeroog  to  instruct  as  men^  and  who  must  therefore  be  coerced  as 
brutes.  So  far  was  this  latter  principle  carried^  that  education  was  ac- 
tually denied  to  the  majority  of  the  people,  by  express  statute.  Thus, 
by  the  7th  William  III.,  no  Protestant  in  Ireland  was  allowed  to  instruct 
any  Papist ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  no  Papist  was  permitted  to  be  sent 
out  of  Ireland  to  receive  instructionn.  The  system  was  completed  by  the 
Bth  of  Anne,  which  enacted,  that  no  Papist  was  allowed  to  instruct  wsy 
Piker  Papist  I  The  Catholics,  forming  the  great  majority  of  the  nation, 
were  in  this  way  expressly  deprived  of  education,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  at  the  hands  of  their  friends,  or  even  of  their  enemies.  The 
afPect  of  this  long  continued  and  unremitted  tyranny,  is  thus  described  by 
fiir  Jonah :— » 

'^  By  the  paralyzing  system  thus  adopted  towards  Ireland,  she  was  at  length  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  ebb-— her  poverty  and  distresses,  almost  at  their  extent,  were 
advancing  fast  to  their  final  consummation^i— her  commerce  had  almost  ceased  her 
manufiictures  extinguished — her  constitution  withdrawn*— the  people  abaolutely  de- 
sponding,—-while  public  and  individual  bankruptcy  finished  a  picture  of  the  deiyest 
misery ;  and  tbe  year  1779  found  Ireland  almost  everything,  but  what  such  a  coim- 
try  and  such  a  people  ought  to  have  been. 

**  This  lamentable  state  of  the  Irish  nation  was  not  the  result  of  any  one  diitiiuit 
cause :  a  combination  of  depressing  circumstances  united,  to  bear  down  every  pro- 
gressive effort  of  that  injured  people.  Immured  in  a  labyrinth  of  diiBculties  and 
jnnbarrassments,  no  clew  was  found  to  lead  them  through  the  mazes  of  their  prison ; 
and,  helpless  and  desponding,  they  sunk  into  a  doze  of  torpid  inactivity,  while  their 
humiliated  and  inefficient  parliaments,  restrained  by  foreign  and  arbitrary  laws,  sub- 
jected to  the  dictation  of  the  British  Council,  and  obstructed  in  the  performance  of 
its  constitutional  function^  retained  scarcely  the  shadow  of  an  independent  legis- 
lature. 

«  A  sUtute  of  Henry  the  Seventh  of  England,  framed  by  his  Attorney-General,  Sir 
Edward  I^oyning,  restrained  the  Irish  Parlinment  from  originating  any  law  what- 
ever either  in  the  Lords  or  Commons.  Before  any  statute  could  be  finally  discussed, 
-it  was  previously  to  be  submitted  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  his  Privy 
Council,  for  their  consideration,  who  might  at  their  pleasure  reject  it,  or  tnaamit  it 
.to  England. — If  transmitted  to  England,  the  British  Attorney-General  and  Privy 
Council  were  invested  with  a  power  either  to  suppress  it  altogether,  or  model  it  at 
their  own  will,  and  then  return  it  to  Ireland,  with  permission  to  the  Irish  Pariia- 
ment  to  pass  it  into  a  law,  but  without  any  alteration ;  though  it  frequently  returned 
from  England  so  changed,  as  to  retain  hardly  a  trace  of  its  original  features,  or  a 
point  of  its  original  object. 

«  Yet,  as  if  this  arbitrary  law  were  insufficient  to  secure  Great  Britain  from  the  eilect 
.of  those  rival  advantages,  which  Ireland  might  in  process  of  time  eveutually  acq^nire; 
and  as  if  that  counteracting  power,  with  which  England  had  invested  herself  by  the 
law  of  Poyning,  were  unequal  to  the  task  of  effectually  suppressing  all  rivalship  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  independence  of  the  Irish  Parliament ;  it  was  thought  advisable 
by  Great  Britain,  to  usurp  a  positive  right  to  legislate  for  Ireland,  without  her  own 
consent,  or  the  interference  of  her  Parliament:  and  a  law  was  accordingly  enacted 
at  Westminster  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  First,  by  one  sweeping 
dause  of  which  England  assumed  a  despotic  power,  and  declared  her  inherent  right  to 
bind  Ireland  by  every  British  ttatute,  in  which  she  should  be  expressly  designated  : 
and  thus,  by  the  authority  of  the  British  Council  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  positive 
right  assumed  by  the  British  Parliament  upon  the  other,  Ireland  retained  no  more  the 
attributes  of  an  independent  nation,  than  a  monarch,  attended  in  a  dungeon  with  all 
the  state  and  trappings  of  royalty,  and  bound  hand  and  foot  in  golden  shacklea^  could 
be  justly  styled  an  independent  potentate. 

«  The  effect  of  this  tyrannical  and  ruinous  system  fell  most  heavily  on  the  trade  of 
'  Ireland.  Its  influence  was  experienced  not  merely  by  any  particular  branch  of  com- 
merce, but  in  every  stage  of  manufacture,  of  arts,  of  trade,  and  of  agriculture.  In 
every  struggle  of  the  Irish  Parliament  to  promote  the  commerce  or  the  manufactures 
of  their  country,  the  British  monopolizers  were  perpetually  victorious ;  and  even  the 
speculative  jealousy  of  a  manufacturing  village  of  Great  Britain  was  of  sufficient 
weight  to  negative  any  measure,  however  beadicial  to  the  general  prosperity  of  ths 
sifter  country.'' 
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•  That  DO  natural  cause  existed  for  a  situation  so  degrading,  is  well 
shown  in  the  following  passage : — 

^  The  position  of  Ireland  upon  the  face  of  the  globe  pecnliarly  formed  her  ibr 
Qniversal  intercourK,  and  adapted  ber  in  every  respet^t  for  legislative  independence. 
Separated  by  a  great  sea  from  Englaud,— the  Irish  people,  dissimilar  in  customs,  more 
than  equal  in  talent,  and  vastly  superior  in  energy,  possess  an  island  about  900 
miles  in  circumference ;  with  a  climate,  for  the  general  mildness  of  temperature  and 
moderation  of  seasoos,  unrivalled  in  the  univeise — the  parching  beats,  or  piercing 
ooldi^  the  deep  snows^  the  torrent,  and  the  hurricane,  which  other  countries  so  fatally 
experience,  are  here  unknown. — ^Though  her  great  exposure  to  the  spray  of  the  Atlan- 
tic increases  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  it  adds  to  the  fecundity  of  the  soil,  and 
distinguishes  her  fertile  fields  by  the  productions  of  an  almost  perpetual  vegetation. 

**  The  geographical  situation  of  Ireland  is  not  less  favourable  to  commerce^  than 
her  climate  is  to  agriculture  Her  position  on  the  western  extremity  of  Europe  would 
enable  her  to  intercept  the  trade  of  the  new  world  from  all  other  nations.  The  mer- 
chandise of  London,  or  Bristol,  and  of  Liverpool,  skirts  her  shores,  before  it  anrires 
at  its  own  destination  ;  and  some  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world  invite  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  gifted  island  to  accept  the  trade  of  India,  and  form  the  emporinm  of 
Europe. 

**  The  internal  and  natural  advantages  of  Ireland  are  great  and  inexhaustible—. 
rich  mines  are  found  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  island ;  gold  is  discovered  in  th9 
beds  of  streams,  and  washed  from  the  sands  of  rivulets — the  mountains  are  generally 
arable  to  their  summits — the  valleys  exceed  in  fertility  the  most  prolific  soils  of  Eng- 
land— the  rivulets,  which  flow  along  the  declivities,  adapt  the  country  most  peculiarly 
to  the  improvement  of  irrigation ;  and  the  bogs  and  mosses  of  Ireland,  utterly  unlike 
the  fens  and  marshes  of  England,  emit  no  damp  or  noxious  exhalations ;  and  give  a 
plentiful  and  cheering  fuel  to  the  surrounding  peasantry;  or,  when  reclaimed^  become 
the  most  luxuriant  pastures. 

*^  The  population  of  Ireland  is  great  and  progressive. — Above  five  millions  of  % 
brave  and  hardy  race  of  men  are  seen  scattered  through  the  fields,  or  swarming  in 
the  villages — a  vast  redundancy  of  grain,  and  innumerable  flocks  and  herds,  should 
furnish  to  them  not  only  the  source  of  trade,  but  every  means  of  comfort.** 

The  time  had  now  arrived,  however,  when,  the  overpowering  strength 
by  which  England  had  been  ever  able  to  repress  the  struggles  of  Ire- 
land being  shattered,  the  latter  found  herself  in  a  situation  to  assert^ 
and  to  regain  her  independence.  The  army  of  England  had  been  de- 
feated, disgraced,  and  broken  up  in  her  inglorious  and  unprincipled  con. 
flict  with  her  American  Provinces.  France  threatened  still  further  to 
humble  and  distress  her  haughty  rival  by  invasion.  Ireland  felt  and 
seized  the  hour.  The  military  propensities  of  her  people  gave  rise  to 
volunteer  associations  in  every  district.  For  some  time  they  provided  ' 
their  own  arms  and  accoutrements,  but  as  their  numbers  daily  swelled 
by  thousands,  this  became  no  longer  practicable ;  they  demanded  arms 
from  the  government ;  and  the  latter,  conscious  that  without  their  aid 
they  were  unable  to  resist  the  French  invasion  of  Ireland,  were  reluc- 
tantly forced  to  concede  them.  They  were  drilled  by  ofScers  returned 
fi'om  the  American  campaign,  from  whom  they  learned  more  than  dis- 
cipline. The  results  of  the  transatlantic  campaigns  were  continually 
kept  in  sight,  and  the  thrilling  and  momentous  question  arose  in  every 
bosom.  If  America  be  free,  why  should  Ireland  be  enthralled?  To 
complete  their  organization  they  wanted  but  a  Commander-in-Chief;  and 
that  they  too  soon  found  in  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  a  nobleman  who 
seems  to  have  been  a  perfect  model  of  the  Juste  milieu — do-as-little-as- 
yon-can  system — useless  at  all  times,  and  in  those  of  action  decidedly 
detrimental. 

In  a  recent  number  of  this  work  we  detailed  the  proceedings  of  the 
Irish  Volunteers,  and  House  of  Commons,  in  the  struggle  for  national 
independence;  and  we  need  here  merely  remind  our  readers  that  they  were 
completely  successful,  and  that  by  the  repeal  of  the  statute  6  George  L, 
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and  passing  of  the  Renunciation  Act>  the  theoretic  independence  of  Ire- 
land was  secured. 

Having  won  for  their  country  a  fitting  station  among  foreign  powers, 
the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  now  turned  their  attention  to  the  internal 
improvement  of  her  constitution ;  but  here,  unfortunately,  their  efforts 
were  not  destined  to  prove  successful.  That  Parliamentary  Reform  was 
undoubtedly  required  in  Ireland  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  disputed ;  the 
following  being  the  state  of  the  representation  in  the  House  of  Conu 
mens  :-— 

^  The  Earl  of  Ely  nominated  nine  members  to  the  Houee  of  Commons.  The 
Earl  of  Shannon  nominated  seven ;  and  above  twenty  other  Members  of  the  Honw 
of  Lords,  nominated  and  elected  members  for  the  House  of  Commons.  Many  indi- 
viduals openly  sold  their  patronage  for  money  to  the  best  bidder ; — others  returned 
members  at  the  nomination  of  the  Viceroy  or  his  Secretary ;  and  it  appeared  that  the 
number  of  representatives  elected  freely  by  the  people,  upon  constitutional  principles, 
did  not  compose  one-lburth  of  the  Irish  Commons." 

It  is  quite  evident,  from  the  issue,  however,  that  the  subject  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform  excited  little  of  that  enthusiasm  which  had  been 
roused  against  the  domination  of  England ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  if 
the  means  taken  to  obtain  the  desired  end,  were  altogether  compatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  Constitution,  which  they  were  not  intended  to 
destroy,  but  to  amend.  Three  hundred  delegates  were  chosen  by  volun- 
teer  regiments  ;  and  the  18th  November,  1783,  was  proclaimed  for  the 
first  sitting  of  the  Grand  National  Convention  of  Ireland,  charged  with 
the  preparation  of  a  Bill  for  the  Reform  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  was  a  virtual  deposition  of  Parliamentary  authority, — a  complete 
specimen  of  the  imperium  in  imperio.  Nor  was  any  assumption  of  dig- 
nity and  supremacy  awanting  to  mark  that  the  Delegates  considered 
themselves  the  Governors  of  Ireland. 

^  It  was  determined  that  the  Rotunda  (being  then  the  finest  room  in  Ireland}  wm 
best  adapted  for  the  meeting  of  the  National  Convention.  This  was,  and  continues 
to  be^  the  great  Assembly-room  of  Dublin.  It  consists  of  a  circular  saloon  of  very 
large  dimensions,  connected  with  numerous  and  very  spacious  chambers,  and  termi- 
nates Sackville  Street,  the  finest  of  the  Irish  metropolis.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  dome, 
exceeding  in  diameter  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  and  was  perfectly  adapted  to  the 
accommodation  of  a  popular  assembly. 

<<  This  saloon,  and  the  connected  chambers,  had  been  fitted  up  for  the  important 
purpose  to  which  they  were  to  be  appropriated.  But  little  did  the  Irish  people  con- 
ceive, that  what  they  then  considered  as  the  proudest  day  their  nation  had  ever  seen, 
only  preceded  a  little  time  her  national  dissolution, -and  even  prepared  the  grave  in 
which  her  new-gained  independence  was  to  be  inhnmated.  Every  measure^  however, 
had  been  previously  taken  to  prepare  that  splendid  chamber  for  this  unparalleled 
assembly,  and  to  receive  the  delegates  and  their  escorts  with  every  possible  mark  of 
respect  and  dignity.  Volunteer  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  attend  on  the  Convention 
as  a  guard  of  honour  during  their  sittings,  and  to  mount  an  officer^s  guard  at  the 
house  of  the  President ;  whilst  volunteer  dragoons  patrolled  during  the  sittings,  in 
the  utmost  tranquillity,  throughout  the  entire  city.  The  detachments  of  country  corps, 
who  had  escorted  their  delegates,  having  a  great  emulation  as  to  their  appearance  and 
equipments  on  this  grand  occasion,  had  new  dresses  and  accoutrements,  and  it  was 
agreeable  to  see  the  noble  hunters  on  which  a  great  proportion  of  the  cavalry  were 
mounted.  The  hone  had  entered  Dublin  in  very  small  detachments,  from  exceed- 
ingly numerous  corps,  and,  when  occasionally  formed  into  line,  the  great  variety  of 
their  dresses,  ensigns,  and  equipments,  presented  a  splendid,  but  very  striking  and 
singular  appearance. 

«  The  firing  of  twenty-one  cannon  announced  the  first  movement  of  the  delegates 
from  the  Royal  Exchange  to  the  Rotunda ;  a  troop  of  the  Rathdown  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Edwards,  of  Old  Court,  County  of  Wick  low,  commenced  the  pro- 
cession ;  the  Liberty  Brigade  of  Artillery,  commanded  by  Napper  Tandy,  with  a  band 
succeeded.    A  company  of  the  Barristers'  grenadiers,  headed  by  Colonel  Pedder^  with 
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»  DatioDal  atandard  for  Ireland,  borne  by  a  captain  of  g^renadiera,  and  Burroonded  by 
a  company  of  the  finest  men  of  the  regiment  came  after,  their  musketa  slung  and 
briglit  battle-axes  borne  on  their  shoulders.  A  battalion  of  infantry,  with  a  band 
followed ;  and  then  the  delegates,  two  and  two,  with  side-arms,  carrying  banners^ 
with  motto^  and  in  their  respective  uniforms — broad  green  ribands  were  worn  acrosa 
their  shoulders.  Another  band  followed,  playing  the  special  national  air  alluded  to, 
The  chaplains  of  the  different  regiments,  in  their  cassocks,  marched  each  with  his 
respective  corps,  giving  solemnity  to  the  procession,  and  as  if  invoking  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  on  their  efforts ;  which  had  a  wonderful  effect  on  the  surrounding  multi- 
tude. Several  standards  of  colours  were  borne  by  the  different  corps  of  horse  and 
ibot;  and  another  brigade  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Counsellor  Calbeck,  with 
labels  on  the  cannons*  mouths,*  was  escorted  by  the  Barristers*  corps,  in  scarlet  and 
gold,  (the  full  dress  uniform  of  the  King*s  Guards;)  the  motto  on  their  buttona 
being  <  Voje  populi  supretna  lex  estJ* 

"  The  procesrion  in  itself  was  interesting,  but  the  surrounding  scene  was  still  more 
affecting.  Their  line  of  march,  from  the  Exchange  to  the  Rotunda,  was  through  the 
most  spacious  streets  and  quays  of  the  city,  open  on  both  sides  to  the  river,  and 
capable  of  containing  a  vastly  larger  assemblage  of  people  than  any  part  of  the  me- 
.tropolis  of  England.  An  immense  body  of  spectators,  crowding  every  window  and 
house-top,  would  be  but  an  ordinary  occurrence,  and  might  be  seen  and  described 
without  novelty  or  interest;  but  on  this  occasion  every  countenance . spoke  zeal* 
every  eye  expressed  solicitude,  and  every  action  proclaimed  triumph.  Green  ribands 
and  handkerchiefs  were  waved  from  every  window  by  the  enthusiasm  of  its  fair 
occupants ;  crowds  seemed  to  move  on  the  house-tops ;  ribands  were  flung  upon  the 
delegates  as  they  passed ;  yet  it  was  not  a  loud  or  a  boisteroufi,  but  a  firm  enthu« 
siatm.  It  was  not  the  effervescence  of  a  heated  crowd — it  was  not  the  fiery  ebullition 
of  a  glowing  people — it  was  not  sedition — it  was  liberty  that  inspired  them :  the 
heart  bounded,  though  the  tongue  was  motionless.  Those  who  did  not  see,  or  who 
do  not  recollect  that  splendid  day,  must  have  the  mortification  of  refiecting,  that 
(under  all  its  circumstances)  no  man  did  before,  and  no  man  ever  will,  *  behold  its 
like  again.' " 

This  splendidly-commenced  Convention  was,  however,  to  end  in 
nothing.  A  Bill  was,  after  some  delay,  prepared  by  the  delegates,  and 
at  their  request  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Flood. 
After  a  stormy  debate,  it  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  158  to  49  ;  138  of  the 
majority  being  placemen,  and  the  very  persons  on  whom  the  reform  was 
intended  to  operate.  The  Commons  and  Convention  were  thus  placed 
in  direct  collision ;  but  the  pusillanimity  or  the  prudence  of  Charlemont, 
their  president,  prevented  the  immedinte  consequences.  He  repaired  to 
the  Rotunda  before  the  usual  hour  of  meeting,  attended  only  by  his  im«i 
mediate  partisans ;  and,  after  passing  a  farewell  address  to  the  King, 
adjourned  the  Convention  sine  die.    It  never  met  again ! 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  design  of  an  incorporating  union 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  resolved  on,  the  moment  it  be- 
came apparent  that  the  latter  was  in  a  situation  to  achieve  her  national 
indepp(idence.  Pitt  was  too  deeply  versed  in  the  dark  mysteries  of  state 
to  be  deceived  for  a  moment  by  the  niaiseries  which  were  then,  and  are 
still  prated  about  the  balancing  of  constitutional  powers,  and  the  antag- 
onism of  conflicting  parts  forming  a  harmonious  whole.  Despotism  was 
the  principle  of  his  government ;  and  its  severe  simplicity  required  an 
undivided  obedience.  The  Irish  demonstrated,  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion, that  they  were  not  the  blind  slaves  of  Ministerial  will;  and  that 
was  an  offience  which  William  Pitt  was  never  known  to  pardon.  Our 
limits  preclude  us  from  stating  in  detail  the  means  by  which  the  Minister 
prevailed  on  the  Irish  Representatives  to  betray  the  independence  of 
their  country ;  but  our  readers  will  find  the  melancholy  story  ably  nar- 
rated  in  the  present  work.    One  great  cause  of  success  existed  in  the 


*  Their  motto  was :— .«  Ob  Lord,  open  thou  our  Upi,  and  our  mouths  iball  send  forth  thy  prake  1* 
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unhappy  religious  distinctions  which  have  so  long  enfeebled  the  country. 
The  Catholics  were  led  to  expect  from  the  projected  union  an  end  of 
their  oppression, — the  Prutestants  a  continuance  of  their  privileged  injuB> 
iice.  £very  means  was  taken  to  heighten  into  rancorous  hatred  the 
feelings  of  mutual  dislike  which  naturallyr  existed  between  these  parties. 
An  insurrection  was  fostered,  and  permitted  to  break  out,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  crushing  the  strength,  and  awaking  the  fears  of  the  nation. 
Blood  was  then  shed  like  water ;  and,  in  the  mument  of  her  exhaustion, 
when  wailing  was  heard  in  every  house,  and  intense  agitation  shook 
every  bosom,  Ireland  was  in  mockery  called  on  to  deliberate  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  purchasing  the  powerful  protection  of  England,  by  a  surren. 
der  of  that  liberty  which  she  had  found  so  dangerous  a  gift.  The  finst 
trial  was  unsuccessful,  however  ;  Mr.  George  Ponsonby's  motion  against 
the  Union  being  carried  by  a  majority  of  111  to  105. 

Parties  being  so  nearly  balanced,  the  Minister  determined  to  perse- 
vere ;  and  a  wholesale  system  of  bribery  being  immediately  resolved 
and  acted  on,  a  majority  was  secured,  and  the  measure  again  brought 
forward  in  January,  1800.  The  most  striking  incident  that  occurred 
during  the  debate  which  followed,  was  the  re-appearance  of  Grattan : — 

^  The  animating  presence  of  Mr.  Grattan  on  this  first  nig^ht  of  the  debate  wbs  goq- 
sidered  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  patriots — it  was  once  more  raising  the  standi 
ard  of  liberty  in  Parliament.  He  had  achieved  the  independence  of  his  conntiy  in 
1782,  and  was  the  champion  best  calculated  at  this  crisis  to  defend  it :  a  union  of 
spirit,  of  talent,  and  of  honesty,  gave  him  an  influence  above  all  his  contemporarica 
He  had  been  ungratefully  defamed  by  the  people  he  had  liberated ;  and,  taking  the 
calumny  to  heart,  his  spirit  had  sunk  within  him,  his  health  had  declined,  and  he 
had  most  unwisely  seceded  in  disgust  from  Parliament,  at  the  very  moment  when  he 
was  most  required  to  defend  both  himself  and  his  country.  Beseemed  fast  approach- 
ing to  the  termination  of  all  earthly  objects,  when  he  was  induced  once  more  lo  shst 
his  influence  over  the  political  crisis. 

''At  that  time  Mr.  Tighe  returned  the  Members  for  the  close  borough  of  Wicklow; 
and  a  vacancy  having  occurred,  it  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Grattan,  who  would  willingly 
have  declined  it  but  for  the  importunities  of  his  friends. 

**  The  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Loid  Castlerefigh,  justly  appreciating  the  effect  his 
presence  might  have  on  the  first  debate,  had  withheld  the  writ  of  election  till  the  last 
moment  the  law  allowed,  and  till  they  conceived  it  might  be  too  late  to  return  Mr. 
Grattan  in  time  for  the  discussion.  It  was  not  until  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  Piiw 
liament  that  the  writ  was  delivered  to  the  returning  officer.  By  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, and,  perhaps,  by  following  the  example  of  Government  in  overstraining  the 
law,  the  election  was  held  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  writ— a  sofBcient  num. 
ber  of  voters  were  collected  to  return  Mr.  Grattan  before  midnight.  By  one  o'clock 
the  return  was  on  its  road  to  Dublin  ;  it  arrived  by  five ;  a  party  of  Mr.  Grattanli 
friends  repaired  to  the  private  house  of  the  proper  officer,  and  making  him  get  out  of 
bed,  compelled  him  to  present  the  writ  to  Parliament  before  seven  in  the  morning 
when  the  House  was  in  warm  debate  on  the  Union.  A  whisper  ran  through  every 
party  that  Mr.  Grattan  was  elected,  and  would  immediately  take  his  seat.  The  Minis- 
terialists smiled  with  incredulous  derision,  and  the  Opposition  thought  the  news  too 
good  to  be  true. 

<*  Mr.  Egan  was  speaking  strongly  against  the  measure,  when  Mr.  George  Pon- 
sonby  and  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  (now  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas)  walked  out,  and 
immediately  returned,  leading,  or  rather  helping  Mr.  Grattan,  in  a  state  of  total 
ibeblencSB  and  debility.  The  effect  was  electric  Mr.  Grattan*s  illness  and  deep 
chagrin  had  reduced  a  form  never  symmetrical,  and  a  visage  at  all  times  thin,  neariy 
to  the  appearance  of  a  spectre.  As  he  feebly  tottered  into  the  House,  every  Member 
simultaneously  rose  from  his  seat.  He  moved  slowly  to  the  table ;  his  languid  coun- 
tenance seemed  to  revive  as  he  took  those  oaths  that  restored  him  to  his  pre-eminent 
ftation  ;  the  smile  of  inward  satis^tion  obviously  illuminated  his  features,  and  re- 
animation  and  energy  seemed  to  kindle  by  the  labour  of  his  mind.  The  House  wss 
silent — Mr.  Egan  did  not  resume  his  speech — Mr.  Grattan,  almost  breathless,  as  if 
by  instinct,  auempted  to  rise,  but  was  unable  to  stand ;  he  paused,  and,  with  diflU 
cnlty,  requested  permission  of  the  House  to  deliver  his  sentiments  without  moving 


Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Irish  Natipn.  ^      "     7^7 

from  hii  waL  This  was  acceded  to  by  acclamation ;  and  he  who  had  left  his  bed  of 
sickness  to  record,  as  he  thought,  his  last  words  in  the  Parliament  of  his  country, 
kindled  gradually,  till  his  language  glowed  with  an  energy  and  feeling  which  he  had 
seldom  surftaased*  After  nearly  two  hours  of  the  most  powerful  eloquence,  he  con« 
daded  with  as  undimiuished  yigouT)  miraculous  to  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  his  intellect 

<*  Nerer  did  a  speech  make  a  more-affecting  impression  :  but  it  came  too  late.  Fata 
had  decreed  the  fail  of  Ireland,  and  her  patriot  came  only  to  witness  her  overthrow.** 

The  question  was  set  at  rest  by  the  division  which  followed;  158  now 
voting  for  Lord  Castlereagh's  motion,  and  115  against  it^  leaving  a  ma- 
jority of  43.  The  closing  scene  of  Ireland's  independence  is  thus  pour. 
trayed  by  the  author : — 

"^  The  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  on  the  last  evening,  afforded  the  most  me- 
lancholy example  of  a  fine  independent  people,  betrayed,  divided,  sold,  and,  as  a  State^ 
annihilated.  British  clerks  and  officers  were  smuggled  into  her  Parliament  to  vote 
away  the  constitution  of  a  country  to  which  they  were  strangers,  and  in  which  they 
had  neither  interest  nor  connexion.  They  were  employed  to  cancel  the  royal  chartejr 
of  the  Irish  nation,  guaranteed  by  the  British  Goveniment,  sanctioned  by  the  British 
liegislature,  and  unequivocally  confirmed  by  the  words,  the  signature,  and  the  great 
seal  of  their  monarch. 

^  The  situation  of  the  Speaker,  on  that  night,  was  of  the  most  distressing  nature; 
a  sincere  and  ardent  enemy  of  the  measure,  he  headed  its  opponents ;  he  resisted  it 
with  all  the  power  of  his  mind,  the  resources  of  his  experience,  his  influence  and  his 
doqaence. 

**"  It  waSy  however,  through  his  voice  that  it  was  to  be  proclaimed  and  consum. 
mated.  His  only  alternative  (resignation)  would  have  been  unavailing,  and  could 
Bave  added  nothing  to  his  character.  His  expressive  countenance  bespoke  the  in- 
quiKude  of  his  feelings;  solicitude  was  perceptible  in  every  glance,  and  his  embaN 
rassment  was  obvious  in  every  word  he  uttei*^. 

^  The  galleries  were  full,  but  the  change  was  lamentable :  they  were  no  longer 
crowded  with  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to  witness  the  eloquence  and  to  animate 
the  debates  of  that  devoted  assembly.  A  monotonous  and  melancholy  murmur  ran 
through  the  benches — scarcely  a  word  was  exchanged  amongst  the  Members— nobody 
Memed  at  ease — ^no  cheerfulness  was  apparent — and  the  ordinary  business,  for  a  short 
time,  proceeded  in  the  usual  manner. 

^  At  length  the  expected  moment  arrived — the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  read* 
ing  of  the  Bill,  for  a  <  Legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Irelaad,*  was 
moved  by  Lord  Castlereagh.    Unvaried,  tame,  cold-blooded,  the  words  seemed  frozen 
as  they  issued  from  his  lips ;  and,  as  if  a  simple  citizen  of  the  world,  he  seemed  to  * 
luive  no  sensation  on  the  subject. 

'* At  that  moment  he  had  no  country — no  god  but  his  ambition ;  he  made  his  mo- 
tion, and  resumed  his  seat,  with  the  utmost  composure  and  indifference. 

'*  Confused  murmurs  again  ran  through  the  House — it  was  visibly  affected — every 
character,  in  a  moment,  seemed  involuntarily  rushing  to  its  index ; — some  pale,  some 
flushing,  some  agitated ;  there  were  few  countenances  to  which  the  heart  did  not  de- 
spatch soAe  messenger.  Several  Members  withdrew  before  the  question  could  be 
repeated,  and  an  awful,  momentary  silence  succeeded  their  departure.  The  Speaker  rose 
tfowly  from  that  chair  which  had  been  the  proud  source  of  his  honours  and  of  his  high 
cliaracter :  for  a  moment  he  resumed  his  stat,  but  the  strength  of  his  mind  sustained 
him  In  his  duty,  though  his  struggle  was  apparant.  With  that  dignity  uhich  never 
fitiled  to  signalize  his  official  actions,  he  held  up  the  Bill  for  a  moment  in  silence ;  he 
looked  steadily  around  him  on  the  last  agony  of  the  expiring  Parliament  He  at 
length  repeated,  in  an  emphatic  tone,  '  As  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  this  bill  do 
pass,  say  Aye.*  The  affirmative  was  languid  but  indisputable.  Another  momentary 
pause  ensued — again  his  lips  seemed  to  decline  their  office  :  at  length,  with  an  eye 
averted  from  the  object  which  he  hated, he  proclaimed,  with  a  subdued  voice,  <  the  ayes 
Aavtf  It*  The  fatal  sentence  was  now  pronounced.  For  an  instant  he  sioud  statue-like ; 
then  indignantly,  and  with  disgust,  flung  the  Bill  upon  the  t^ible,  and  sunk  into  his 
chair  with  an  exhausted  spirit.  An  independent  country  was  thus  degraded  into  a 
province — Ireland,  as  a  nation,  was  extinouisbed.** 

Nat  the  least  interesting  portion  of  the  volume  is  occupied  with  the 
delineation  of  the  characters  of  the  distinguished  individuals  who,  both 
for  good  and  eTll,  shone  so  conspicuously  during  the  passing  hour  of 
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Irish  independence.  We  sliall,  in  justice  to  Sir  Jonah^  groap  a  ^^^  ^ 
the  more  remarkable.  Fitzgibbon  and  Grattan-^the  placeman  and  the 
patriot — the  hated  and  beloved — are  thus  confrasted  r — 

<«  John  Fitzgibbon,  Earl  of  Clare^  was  called  to  the  bar  in  1772. — ^Naturally 
dinipatcd,  be  for  tome  time  attended  but  little  to  the  duties  of  his  profeasioa ; 
but,  on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  and  his  father,  be  found  him«elf  in  pos- 
session  of  all  those  advantages,  which  led  him  i-apidly  forward  to  the  eztranity  of 
his  objects — Considerable  fortune — professional  talents — extensive  connexions— «]id 
undismayed  confidence,  elevated  him  to  those  stations,  on  which  he  afterwards  ap. 
peared  so  conspicuously  seated ;  while  the  historic  eye,  as  it  follows  his  career,  per- 
ceives him  lightly  bounding  over  every  obstacle,  which  checked  his  conrse^^  to  that 
goal  where  all  the  trophies  and  thorns  of  power  were  collected  for  his  reception. 

<*  In  ths  Earl  of  Clare  we  find  a  man  eminently  gifted  with  talenU  adapted  either 
for  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  the  nation  he  inhabited ;  bi^t  early  enveloped  in  high  ant 
dazzling  authority,  he  lost  his  way :  and  considering  his  power  as  a  victory,  he 
rilled  his  country  as  a  conquest : — indiscriminate  in  his  friendships— and  impla- 
cable in  his  animosities ^he  carried  to  the  gi*ave  all  the  passions  of  his  childhood. 

«  He  hated  powerful  talents,  because  be  feared  them ;  and  trampled  on  modest 
merit,  because  it  was  incapable  of  resistance.  Authoritative  and  peremptory  in  his 
address:  commanding,  able,  and  arrogant,  in  his  language;  a  diring  contempt  for 
public  opinion  was  the  fatal  principle,  which  misguided  his  conduct :  and  Ireland 
became  divided  between  the  friends  of  his  patronage — ^the  slaves  of  his  power— and 
the  enemies  of  his  tyranny. 

«  His  character  had  no  medium,  his  manners  no  mediocrity — ^thc  example  of  his 
extremes  was  adopted  by  his  intimates,  and  excited,  in  those  who  knew  him,  feelings 
either  of  warm  attachment,  or  of  riveted  aversion. 

"  While  he  held  the  seals  in  Ireland,  he  united  a  vigorous  capacity  with  the  most 
striking  errors  ;■  aa  a  judge,  he  collected  facU  with  a  rapid  pix^cision,  and  decided 
on  them  with  a  prompt  asperity : — but  he  hated  precedent,  and  despised  the  highest 
judicial  authorities,  because  they  were  not  his  own. 

"  As  a  politician  and  a  statesman,  the  character  of  Lord  Clare  is  too  well  known, 
and  its  effiects  too  generally  experienced,  to  be  mistaken  or  misrepresented.  The  era 
of  his  reign  was  the  downfal  of  his  country — ^liis  councils  accelerated  what  his  po- 
licy might  have  suppressed,  and  have  marked  the  annals  of  Ireland  with  stains  and 
miseries,  unequalled  and  indelible. 

•  **  In  council,  rapid,  peremptory,  and  overbearing, — ^he  regarded  promptness  of  exe- 
cution, rather  than  discretion  of  arrangement ;  and  piqued  himself  more  on  cxpert- 
ness  of  thought  than  sobriety  of  judgment.  Through  all  the  calamities  of  Irelud, 
the  mild  voice  of  conciliation  never  escaped  his  lips;  and  when  the  torrent  of  civil 
war  had  subsided  in  his  country,  he  held  out  no  olive,  to  show  that  the  deluge  had 
receded.*'  

«  The  address  and  the  language  of  this  extraordinai^  man  (Henry  Grattan)  were 
perfectly  original  From  his  first  essay  in  Parliament,  a  strong  sensation  had  beai 
excited  by  the  point  and  eccentricity  of  his  powerful  eloquence;  nor  was  it  long  until 
those  transcendant  talents,  which  afterwards  distinguished  this  celebrated  personage, 
were  perceived  rising  above  ordinaiy  capacities,  and,  as  a  charm,  commmkicating  to 
his  countrymen  that  energy,  that  patriotism,  and  that  perseverance,  for  which  he 
himself  became  so  emineutiy  distinguished.  His  action,  his  tone,  hU  elocution  in 
public  speaking,  bore  no  resemblance  to  that  of  any  other  person  ;— the  flights  of 
genius,  the  arrangements  of  composition,  and  the  solid  strength  of  connected  reason- 
ing, were  singularly  blended  in  his  fiery,  yet  deliberative  language.  He  thought  m 
logic,  and  he  spoke  in  antithesis ;  his  irony  and  his  satire,  rapid  and  epigrammaUc, 
bore  down  all  opposition,  and  left  him  no  rival  in  the  broad  field  of  eloquent  invec- 
tive. His  ungraceful  sciion,  however,  and  the  hesitating  tai-diness  of  his  first  sen- 
tences,  conveyed  no  favourable  impresion  to  those  who  listened  only  to  his  exor- 
dium ;  but  the  progress  of  his  brilliant  and  manly  eloquence  soon  absorbed  every 
idea  but  that  of  admiration  at  the  overpowering  extent  of  his  intellcctnal  faculties. 

«  This  was  Mr.  Henry  Grattan  of  1779;  in  the  viscissitudes  of  whose  subsequent 
life  will  be  remarked  three  distinct  eras  of  public  character,  and  disgusting  proofs  of 
popular  inconsistencyr—the  era  of  his  glory,  the  era  of  his  calumny,  and  the  era  of 
l\is  resurrection.  In  the  first,  elevated  to  a  pitch  of  unbounded  gratification,  by  the 
attachment,  the  gratitude,  and  the  munificence  of  his  countrymen  ;  in  the  second,  de- 
spoiled of  health,  of  happiness,  and  of  character,  by  the  artifices  of  a  powerful  enemy ; 
and  in  the  third,  rising  from  the  bed  of  sickness,  re-embarking  a  shattered  tcamt  in 
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the  ierrice  of  his  coontry.  In  Parlinment,  he  taught  the  doctrines  of  Molynenz  and 
of  Lucas  ;  he  drew  the  true  constitutional  distinctions  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Goremment)  the  maffistrate  and  the  function,  the  individual  and  the  sceptre*  But 
the  partiality  of  the  rriend  may  possibly  bias  the  pen  of  the  historian ;  his  public  prin- 
ciplea  will  be  best  ascertained  by  tracing  the  undeviating  line  of  his  public  conduct. 

*^  The  career  of  this  extraordinary  man  is  finished.  But  he  survived  his  country : 
he  lived  to  view  the  demolition  of  that  noble  fabric  raised  by  the  exertion  of  his  own 
yirtue  and  perseverance,  and  the  catastrophe  of  that  constitution,  which,  <  as  he 
watched  over  it  in  its  cradle,  so  he  attended  it  to  its  grave.*  *' 

Of  the  following  pair,  we  would  fain  hope  Dr.  Duigenan  may  be  taken 
as  a  specimen  of  an  animal  now  extant.  Mr.  Dobbs,  we  fear,  belongs  to 
a  genus^  of  which  the  species  seem  unduly  multiplying, 

**  Doctor  Patrick  Duigenan,  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Ireland ;  a  man 
whose  name  must  survive  so  long  as  the  feuds  of  Ireland  shall  be  remembered,  and 
whose  singular  conduct,  on  many  points,  was  of  a  nature  so  inconsistent  and  irregu. 
lar  that,  even  now,  when  his  race  is  run,  and  no  further  traits  of  his  character  can 
ever  be  developed,  it  is  yet  impossible  to  decide  with  certainty  as  to  his  genuine  prin- 
ciples, if  such  he  possessed,  upon  any  one  subject,  religious  or  politicaL 

**  His  father  was  parish^erk  of  St  Werburgh's  Church,  Dublin ;  but  in  what  part 
of  Ireland  he  originated,  is  still  uncertain  ;  he  was  educated  in  the  Parish  School,  and 
(as  he  told  the  author  himself)  was  humourously  christened  Paddy,  having  been 
bom  on  St  Patrick*s  day.  He  signalized  himself  as  a  scholar  in  the  Univei'sity  of 
Dublin,  of  which  he  was  chosen  a  fellow ;  he  soon  afterwards  quarrelled  with  the 
Provost,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  every  person  who  did  not  coincide  with  his  humoui's, 
and  wrote  a  number  of  severe  pamphlets,  of  which  <  LachrymcB  Academical'  and 
^  Pranceriana^  are  the  most  notable;  the  first,  personally  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Provost  and  Sir  John  Blaquiere;  the  second,  on  a  proposal  of  the  Provost's  to 
establish  a  riding  hotue  for  the  students.  He  was  always  at  open  war  with  some 
person  during  the  whole  course  of  his  public  life. 

*'  He  left  the  University,  retaining  the  office  of  Law  Professor;  was  shortly  afterwards 
appointed  King*s  Counsel ;  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  and  Consistory  Courts ;  King*s 
Advocate  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty ;  one  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  Commissioners 
<6r  brilnng  Members  of  Parliament,  (Post ;)  and  to  many  other  public  offices,  most 
of  which  he  retained  to  his  death.  His  income  was  very  large,  and  he  must  have 
privately  done  many  liberal  and  charitable  acts,  because  he  was  not  extravagant^  and 
left  no  considerable  fortune  behind  him. 

'<  Dr.  Duigenan  having  been  King's  Advocate  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  where 
the  author  prt  sided ;  and  the  author  being  a  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  Advocate  in  the 
Court  of  Prerogative,  of  which  Dr.  Duigenan  was  Judge,  their  intercourse  was  constant 
and  very  intimate  for  many  years,  and  the  author  had  daily  private  opportunities  of 
observing  the  curious  habits  of  this  most  eccentric  character ;  the  most  outrageous, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  best-natured  men  in  the  world,  to  those  whom  he  re- 
garded. 

"  This  eccentric  person,  M'hose  celebrity  originated  from  his  crusades  for  Protestant 
supremacy,  would  probably  have  been  a  conspicuous  character  in  whatever  station  he 
might  have  been  placed,  or  whatever  profession  he  might  have  adopted.  Incapable 
of  moderation  upon  any  subject,  he  possessed  too  much  vigorous  and  active  intellect 
to  have  passed  through  life  an  unsignalized  spectator ;  and  if  he  had  not  at  an  early 
period  enlisted  as  a  champion  of  Luther,  it  is  more  than  probable. he  would,  with 
equal  zeal  and  courage,  have  borne  the  standard  for  St  Peter's  followers.  A  hot, 
rough,  intrepid,  obstinate  mind,  strengthened  by  very  considerable  erudition,  and 
armed  by  a  memory  of  the  most  extraordinary  retention,  contributed  their  attributes 
equally  to  his  pen  and  his  speeches. 

«  He  considered  invective  as  the  first,  detail  as  the  second,  and  decorum  as  the  last 
quality  of  a  public  orator ;  and  he  never  failed  to  exemplify  these  principles. 

«  a' partisan  in  his  very  nature,  every  act  of  his  life  was  influenced  by  invincible  . 
prepossessions ;  a  strong  guard  of  inveterate  prejudices  were  sure,  on  all  subjects,  to 
keep  moderation  at  a  distance,  and  occasionally  prevented  even  common  reason  from 
obtruding  on  his  dogmas,  or  interinpting  his  speeches. 

«  A  mingled  strain  of  boisterous  invective^  unlimited  assertion,  rhapsody  and  rea- 
soning, erudition  and  ignorance,  were  alike  perceptible  in  his  writings  and  orations ; 
yet  there  were  few  of  either,  from  which  a  dispassionate  compiler  might  not  have 
•elected  ample  materials  for  an  able  production. 
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*  He  penaaded  himwlf  that  he  wai  a  trne  ftnatic ;  bnt  thongh  the  world  ga^ 
him  full  credit  for  hit  practical  intolerance,  there  were  many  ezceptiona  to  the  eoiw 
aUtency  of  his  professions,  and  many  who  doobted  his  theoretic  sincerity.  Hb  into, 
lerance  was  too  outrageous  to  be  honest,  and  too  unreasonable  to  be  sincere ;  and 
whenever  his  Protestant  extravagance  appeared  to  have  even  one  moment  of  a  lucid 
interval,  it  was  immediately  predicted  that  he  would  die  a  Catholic. 

<<  His  politics  could  not  be  termed  either  uniform  or  coherent.  He  had  a  latent 
spark  of  independent  spirit  in  his  composition,  which  the  minister  aomettmes  found 
it  difficult  to  extinguish,  and  dangerous  to  explode.  He  had  the  same  respect  for  s 
Protestant  bishop  that  he  would  probably  have  had  for  a  Catholic  cardinaL  Epiaco- 
pacy  was  his  standard ;  and  when  he  showed  symptoms  of  turning  restive  to  the 
Government,  the  primate  of  Ireland  was  called  in  to  be  the  pacificator. 

<<  Francis  Doblis  was  a  gentleman  oi  respectable  family,  but  of  moderate  fbrtune  f 
be  had  been  educated  for  the  bar,  where  he  aftertvards  acquired  some  reputation  as  a 
constitutional  lawyer,  and  much  as  a  zealous  advocate.  But  his  intellect  was  of  aa 
eiitraordlnary  description :  he  seemed  to  possess  two  distinct  minds,  the  one  adapted  to 
the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  the  usual  offices  of  society ;  the  other,  diverging  from 
its  natural  centre,  led  him  through  wilds  and  ways  raiely  frequented  by  the  human 
understanding,  entangled  him  in  a  maze  of  contemplative  deduction  from  revelation 
to  futurity,  and  frequently  decoyed  his  judgment  beyond  the  frontiers  of  reason.  Hii 
•ingularities,  however,  seemed  so  separate  from  his  sober  judgment,  that  each  followed 
its  appropriate  occupation  without  interruption  from  the  other,  and  left  the  Theolo- 
gist  and  the  Prophet  sufficiently  distinct  from  the  lawyer  and  the  gentleman. 

<'  There  were  but  few  virtues  he  did  not,  in  some  degree,  partake  of,  nor  were 
there  any  vices  discernible  in  his  disposition.  Though  obstinate  and  headstrong,  he 
was  gentle  and  philanthropic :  and,  with  an  ardent  temper,  he  was  inoffensive  as  aa 
infant. 

'*  By  nature  a  patriot  and  an  enthusiast,  by  science  a  lawyer  and  historian,  on  oom« 
mon  topics  he  was  not  singular,  and  on  subjects  of  literature  was  informed  and  in. 
stnictive ;  but  there  is  sometimes  a  key  in  the  human  mind  which  cannot  be  touched 
Without  sounding  those  wild  chords  which  never  fail  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of 
reason ;  and  when  expatiating  on  the  subjects  of  antichrist  and  the  millennium,  hia 
whole  nature  seemed  to  undergo  a  change;  his  countenance  brightened  up  as  if  by  the 
complacent  dignity  of  a  prophetic  spirit ;.  his  language  became  earnest,  sometimes 
sublime,  alwa3rs  extraordinary,  and  not  unfrequently  extravagant. 

**  These  doctrines,  however,  he  made  auxiliaries  to  his  view  of  politics,  and  per- 
suaded himself  of  its  application  to  Ireland  and  the  infallibility  of  his  reasoning. 
Mankind  baa  an  eternal  propensity  to  be  seduced  by  the  lure  of  new  secta,  and 
entangled  in  the  trammels  of  inexplicable  mysteries ;  and  problems  of  theology,  in 
their  nature  incapable  of  demonstration,  are  received  with  avidity  by  the  greediness 
of  superstition.  Yet  on  these  mysterious  subjects  Mr.  Dobbs  seemed  to  feel  no  diffi- 
culties; he  devoted  a  great  proportion  of  his  time  to  the  development  of  revelation, 
and  attempted  to  throw  strange  and  novel  lights  on  divine  prophecy.  This  was  the 
string  on  which  his  reason  seemed  often  to  vibrate,  and  his  positions  all  tended  to  one 
extraordinary  conclusion  s-^ 

<< '  That  Ireland  was  decreed  by  Heaven  to  remain  for  ever  an  independent  state, 
and  was  destined  to  the  supernatural  honour  of  receiving  the  Antichrist  :* — and  this 
he  laboured  to  prove  from  passages  of  Revelation.** 

The  individual  who  sat  for  the  following  portrait  must  have  been  the 
beau  ideal  of  an  Irish  gentleman.  His  adventures  are  the  complete  ske- 
leton of  a  romance ;  needing  merely  to  be  chaptered^  mottoed,  and  writ- 
ten out  according  to  the  rule  of  the  trade,  to  become  a  regular  three- 
decker.     If  he  'scape  print  long,  we  ''  are  a  Jew,  an  Ebrew  Jew." 

^  Beauchamp  Bagenal,  representative  for  Carlow  County,  so  soon  as  the  flurry  of 
mutual  congratulations  had  a  little  subsided  in  the  House,  proposed  a  measure  well 
'  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  that  moment,  and  most  happily  coincident  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  people^  How  far  it  had  been  premeditated,  or  arose  from  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  no  person  acquainted  with  the  character  and  eccentricities  of 
Mr.  Bagenal  could  possibly  determine. 

<'  He  was  one  of  those  persons,  who,  born  to  a  large  inheritance,  and  having  no  pro- 
fossion  to  intermpt  their  propensities,  generally  made  in  those  times  the  grand  tour 
of  Europe,  as  the  finishing  part  of  a  gentleman's  education.  Mr.  Bagenal  followed 
the  general  course ;  and  on  that  tonr  had  made  himself  very  conspicuous.  He  had 
visited  every  capital  of  Europe;,  and  had  exhibited  the  native  original  character  of  the 
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Irish  gentleman  at  erery  place  he  visited.  In  the  splendour  of  his  travelling  estab^ 
liehment,  he  quite  eclipsed  the  petty  potentates  with  whom  Germany  was  garnished. 
His  person  was  fine — ^his  manners  open  and  generous — ^his  spirit  high — and  his 
Uberality  profuse  During  hia  tour,  be  had  performed  a  variety  of  feats  which  were 
emblazoned  in  Ireland,  and  endeared  him  to  his  countrymen.  He  had  fought  a 
prince— jilted  a  princess — intoxicated  the  Doge  of  Venice— carried  off  a  Duchess 
from  Madrid — scaled  the  walls  of  a  convent  in  Italy — ^narrowly  escaped  the  Inquisi- 
tion at  Lisbon — concluded  his  exploits  by  a  celebrated  fencing  match  at  Paris ;  and 
he  returned  to  Ireland,  with  a  sovereign  contempt  for  all  continental  men  and  man* 
ners,  and  an  inveterate  antipathy  to  all  despotic  kings  and  arbitrary  governments. 

"  Domesticated  in  his  own  mansion  at  Dunleckny — surrounded  by  a  numerous  and 
devoted  tenantry — and  possi>8sed  of  a  great  territory,  Mr.  Bagenal  deteimiued  to  spend 
the  residue  of  his  days  on  his  native  soil,  according  to  the  usages  and  customs  of 
country  gentlemen  ;  and  he  was  shortly  afterwards  returned  a  representative  to  Par* 
liament  for  the  county  of  Cariow,  by  universal  acclamation. 

**  Though  Mr.  Bagenal  did  not  take  any  active  part  in  the  general  business  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  he  at  least  gave  it  a  good  example  of  public  spirit  and  high-minded 
independence.  His  natural  talents  were  far  above  mediocrity ;  but  his  singularities^ 
in  themselves  extravagant,  were  increased  by  the  intemperance  of  those  times ;  and 
an  excellent  capacity  was  neutralized  by  inordinate  dissipation.  PixHligally  hospi<* 
table^  4rrega)ar,  extravagant,  uncertain,  vivacious ;  the  chase,  the  turf,  the  sod,  and 
Uie  bottle,  divided  a  great  portion  of  his  intellects  between  them,  and  generally  left 
for  the  use  of  Parliament,  only  so  much  as  he  could  spare  from  his  other  occupations. 

^  However,  in  supporting  the  independence  and  prosperity  of  Ireland,  he  always 
stood  in  the  foremost  ranks.** 

Varioufl  recent  publications  on  Ireland^  have  made  us^  in  some  degree, 
acquainted  with  the  leading  characteristics  of  the  celebrated  Bishop  of 
Derry ;  but  we  oannot  resist  quoting  the  following  splendid  summing  up:— 

"  Frederick,  Earl  of  Bristol,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  a  British  peer  and  Bishop  of 
Derry,  who  altogether  adopted  the  views,  and  avowed  himself  a  partisan  for  the 
rights  of  Ireland.  Like  many  others  of  his  profession,  not  content  with  ecclesiastical 
authority,  he  became  ambitious  of  political  power,  and  sought,  by  patriotic  professions 
and  decisive  conduct,  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  nation.  Possessed  of 
an  immense  revenue — by  rank  a  temporal  peer — by  consecration  a  spiritual  one— with 
powerful  patronage,  and  extensive  connexions,  he  united  most  of  the  qualities  best 
calculated  to  promote  his  objects  ;  and,  in  particular,  had  acquired  a  vast  popularity 
amongst  the  Irish,  by  the  phenomenon  of  an  English  nobleman  identifying  himself 
with  the  Irish  nation,  and  appearing  inferior  to  none  in  a  zealous  assertion  of  their 
rights  against  his  own  countrymen.  It  was  a  circumstance  too  novel  and  too  im« 
portant  to  escape  their  marked  observation,  and  a  conduct  too  generous  and  magna* 
nimoos  not  to  excite  the  love,  and  call  forth  the  admiration  of  a  grateful  people. 

*^  The  bishop,  at  one  time,  assumed  nearly  a  royal  state.  Dressed  in  purple,  he 
appeared  in  the  streets  of  Dublin  in  a  coach  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  attended  by  a 
troop  of  light  dragoons  as  a  life-[^ard,  which  had  been  raised,  and  was  commanded, 
by  his  nephew,  the  unfortunate  and  guilty  George  Robert  Fitzgerald. 

^  He  was* a  man  of  elegant  erudition — extensive  learning — and  an  enlightened  and 
classical,  but  eccentric  mind  : — bold,  ardent,  and  vei'satile — he  dazzled  the  vulgar  by 
Ostentatious  state,  and  worked  upon  the  gentry  by  ease  and  condescension : — he  af- 
fected public  candour,  and  practised  private  cabal : — without  the  profound  dissimula> 
tion  of  Becket,  or  the  powerful  abilities  of  Wolsey,  he  was  little  inferior  to  either  of 
them  in  their  minor  qualities,  and  altogether  formed  an  accomplished,  active,  and 
splendid  nobleman — a  plausible  and  powerful  prelate — and  a  seemingly  disinterested 
and  zealous  patriot :  he  was  admirably  calculated  to  lead  on  an  inflamed  and  injured 
people ;  and  had  there  been  no  counteracting  discretion  in  the  country-:— at  a  crisis, 
too,  when  almost  any  measure  could  have  been  carried  by  boldness,  popularity,  and 
perseverance — it  is  more  then  probable  his  views  might  have  extended  to  the  total 
separation  of  the  two  nations.** 

We  cannot  conclude  without  congratulating  Sir  Jonah  on  the  produc- 
tion of  a  work  creditable  alike  to  his  talents  as  a  writer  and  his  feelings 
as  an  Irishman ;  although  we  do  not  precisely  admire  his  taste  in  dedi. 
eating  the  fruit  of  his  labour  to  the  very  consistent  and  conscientious 
Planket,  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  Province  of  Ireland,  and — Father  of  all 
tii6  Haimibals ! 


722 


'<  SALES;  BY  GEORGE  ROBINS." 

In  the  whole  range  of  a  Reviewer's  duty^  and  among  the  very  very  few 
comforts  incident  to  that  duty^  there  is  nothing  more  pleasant  than  secur- 
ing for  genius  the  high  reward  of  glorious  notoriety.  The  length  of 
time  which  elapses  ere  merit  is  discovered,  (and  discx>vered^  caressed,)  has 
been,  alas  I  the  melancholy  burden  of  many  a  song,  the  poison-sting  of 
many  a  neck-trodden  existence.  How  often  it  has  withered  wholly,  un- 
seen, unknown,  unimagined,  we  can  but  sigh  and  shudder  as  we  think 
upon.  Thanks  to  the  immortal  gods,  however,  those  disastrous  days  are 
past.  No  son  of  the  Muses  need  now  hide  his  talent  beneath  a  bushel, 
unless  he  willeth  its  concealment,  or  wait  lingeringly  for  the  helping 
hand  of  the  stranger  to  drag  him  out  of  his  dark  obscure.  If  he  can  but 
beg,  borrow,  pilfer,  or  find  a  quarter  quire  of  foolscap  whereupon  to  pen 
his  lucubrations,  the  channels  to  Fame,  numberless  in  these  our  days  as 
they  are  easy  of  access,  are  all  open  to  him ;  and,  from  the  three-and- 
sixpenny  monthly,  up  to  the  penny  hebdomadal,  he  may  select  whichsoever 
shall  best  please  his  fancy  or  footsteps,  in  the  sure  confidence  that  he 
may  attain  the  columns  of  her  proud  Temple ;  yea,  even  through  the 
columns  of  a  daily  newspaper,  if  so  it  moveth  him  to  speed  in  such  a 
path.  We  are  free  to  confess,  that,  as  in  all  excess  there  is  evil,  by  so 
much  is  the  present  glut  of  high-roads  and  new-culs,  almost  as  fatal  as 
the  former  scarcity ;  for  the  land  is  so  thronged  with  publications,  that 
merit,  like  a  needle  in  a  truss  of  hay,  requires  a  somewhat  acute  pene- 
tration to  discover  it  promptly. 

It  is  for  no  other  reason  that  we  can  divine,  that  for  some  time  past 
the  insensible  public  has  had  beneath  its  very  nostrils  a  flower  of  most 
exquisite  fragrance  ;  yet,  all  the  time,  as  ignorant  of  the  fact  as  though  it 
were  not.  None,  it  is  true,  can  be  more  sensible  than  we  of  the  incor- 
rigible dulness  of  the  pig-headed  public ;  who  is  blind  as  any  beetle  to 
the  things  that  pass  before  it,  unless  its  attention  thereto  be  specially 
directed  by  some  acute  observer  like  ourselves  ;  and  we  make  due  allow- 
ance accordingly.  But  we,  nevertheless,  apprehend  that  it  is  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  prodigal  excess  in  typography,  that  such  an  extraordinary 
creature  as  George  Robins  has  so  long  time  been  flinging  his  inconspi- 
cuous pearls  before  the  ''  swinish  multitude,"  unheeded,  and  unvalued. 

We  may  be  allowed  therefore  to  be  a  little  sweet  upon  ourselves  in 
being  the  first  to  call  its  attention  to  a  treasure  too  long  hidden ;  and  in 
placing  a  garland  of  glory  upon  deserving  brows,  our  exultation  is 
great. 

George  Robins  follows,  and  has  followed  (long  may  he  yet  follow !)  the 
nominal  vocation  of  an  auctioneer.  Wordsworth,  we  believe,  is  a  stamp, 
collector,  exciseman,  or  some  such  thing  ;  but  neither  is,' therefore,  the 
less  a  poet  and  philosopher.  Robins,  indeed,  has  somewHat  the  advantage 
over  his  brother  bard  in  a  pecuniary  degree,  and  can  the  better  afford 
to  be  twitted  by  low  minds  on  the  score  of  his  calling ;  the  Knight  of 
the  Pulpit  realising  hundreds  sterling,  whilst  he  of  the  Lakes  turns 
tens.  But  the  actual  difference  lies  in  the  fact,  that,  while  one  flees 
from  his  business  duties,  and  rushes  into  nature  and  the  heart  of  man, 
(which  is  often  very  unnatural,)  for  the  materials  of  his  song,  the  other 
finds  them  ready  made  to  hand  in  his  trade. 

Mr.  Robins  comes  before  us  not  only  in  the  twofold  character  of  a 
poet  and  philosopher^  but  (the  rogue !)  as  one  of  those  sharp^sighted 
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worldlings  who  have  the  gift  to  make  all  things  subserve  to  their  worldly 
weal  and  gold-clutching  propensities.  Early  conscious  of  the  possession 
of  a  power  which^  judiciously  wielded,  would  gain  'for  him  fame  as  a 
poet>  and  pelf  as  a  man,  he  had  the  adroitness  to  choose  for  his  profes- 
sion one  which  he  sapiently  foresaw  would  be  peculiarly  calculated  for 
its  profitable  exercise.  He  opened  out  for  himself  a  new  walk  in  life. 
His  sagacity  discerned  that  a  craft  which,  in  other  hands,  was  a  mere 
servile  drudgery,  a  hammer-thumping  trade,  grovelling  and  inglorious, 
might,  in  his,  be  turned  to  noble  account ;  and  his  penetration  has  not 
been  belied  by  the  result.  The  auctioneering  line,  erewhile  a  despised 
calling  and  a  low,  has,  by  his  means,  been  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  an 
art ;  and  he  proudly  stands,  at  this  day,  an  artist,  first  and  alone,  in  a 
department  which  his  own  genius  has  made  excellent. 

With  glory  all  before  him,  it  is  pleasant  to  see  how  thriftily  and  un- 
dazzled  his  eye  beheld  the  perils  which  have  overwhelmed  others.    By 
the  very  mode  he  selected  to  further  and  foster  his  own  extraordinary 
predilections,  he  escaped  those  rocks  on  which  they  were  wont  to  split ; 
the  rocks  (to  make  a  figure  of  speech)  of  book-printers,  book-sellers,  and 
book-publishers.     George  never  appears  in  print  but  at  another's  cost. 
Sure  of  an  almost  illimitable  circulation,  he  heeds  none  of  the  common 
contingencies  of  publication.     He  selects  imperiously  the  channels  by 
which  his  notoriety  may  be  most  certainly  attained,  and  sits  down,  se- 
cure of  the  cash  remuneration,  without  let,  hinderance,  discount,  diminu- 
tion, or  delay.    He  has  to  deplore  none  of  the  losses  and  troubles  inci- 
dent to  authorship ;  (no  bad  debts ;  uo  presentation  copies  to  Universi 
ties,  friends,  or  reviewers ;)  he  disregards  the  critic's  prattle,  and  is  un. 
mindful    of  the  world's  smile,  or  the  world's  frown.     Anxiety,  that 
mightiest  of  afiiictions,  known  to  labour-punished  bipeds,  he  wots  not  of; 
and  he  knoweth  not  the  freshness  of  an  unfilled  pocket.     O  man,  happy 
and  cunning !   George,  thy  lines  have,  indeed,  fallen  in  pleasant  places  ! 
Mr.  Robins,  though  a  poet,  rarely  writes  a  rhftoie ;  and  for  all  we 
know,  he  may  be  as  ignorant  of  metrical  mysteries,  hexameters,  penta- 
meters, iambics,  dactyls,  and  spondees,  as  the  man  in  the  moon.    His 
grasp  of  mind  appears  too  great  to  be  cramped  or  fettered  by  the  pue- 
rile rules  of  metrical  construction ;  to  say  nothing  of  it  being  whoUy  in- 
compatible with  his  business ;  and  there  is  not  a  line  in  all  his  works 
which  does  not  bear  evidence  that  he  sees'  all  created  things  with  a 
painter's  eye,  and  describes  them  with  a  poet's  tongfue.     Whether  he 
describes  a  county  or  a  cow-house,  a  palace,  a  picture,  plate,  ploughs,  or 
pleasure-yachts,  he  dilates  upon  each  with  an  eloquence  altogether  Vir- 
gilian.    His  imagination  invests  a  scene  with  beauties  which  none  but 
himself  can,  if  discovered,  so  pourtray ;  and  he  brings  them  all  forth 
with  a  master's  touch,  vividly.    It  is  remarkable  also,  that  even  while 
manifestly  under  the  influence  of  inspiration,  he  never,  for  one  moment, 
allows  his  fine  judgment  to  be  warped  from  the  object  which  it  is  his 
main  view  to  attain ;  and  it  is  this  down-bending  of  his  exalted  powers 
of  poesy  to  the  affairs  of  mundane  man — business — which  constitutes  its 
true  greatness.    He  knows,  at  a  glance,  the  age,  the  taste,  the  rank, 
the  health,  the  purse,  which  such  a  park  or  such  a  cottage,  such  fumi. 
ture,  such  a  piece  of  wine,  will  suit ;  and  his  muse  addresses  herself  to  the 
valetudinarian,  the  noble,  the  money-changer,   accordingly.    Let  us 
illustrate :    Speaking  of  a  Freehold  domain,  he  describes  it  as  being 

^<  So  fruitful  in  imagination,  (!)  holds  out  so  many  temptations  to  aogment  income^ 
that  a  purebaier  alone  must  decide  which  of  the  many  to  prefer*    A  minister  of  state 
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would  find  it  conTenient,  because — [and  here  mark  the  beautifol  limplicxty  of  fbe 
Masoning] — it  ii  within  ten  minutes*  drire  of  the  gfreat  offices  of  sUte  J** 

Again : 

«Tbe  riew  from  tlie  mansion  is  soft,  rich,  and  beantifiilly  pictnrable;  (!)  tbe 
Tocks  not  beinf  distinguishable  here,  all  is  quiet  and  repose ;  and  the  estate  will  be 
ftsind  well  adapted  for  East  Indians,  and  ail  raletudinarians  who  haye  accumulated 
wealth  at  tb#  expcoae  of  their  health." 

.    This  it  clever,  but  mark  what  follows  in  continuation : 

**  The  medical  profession  seek  reftige  for  all  their  patients  at  this  spot ;  it  rendan 
tha'South  of  France^  or  even  the  Madeira  Islands^  almost-~A  wdbk  or  bvpekbhooa- 

TICK !  r 

Proh  SMictt  Jupiter !  but  this  is  .fin«.     What  a  conception !  vliat 

superhuman  boldneas  of  thought !  There  is  but  one  man  who  could  have 

so  written.    Yet  once  more  :  Having  in  his  eye  the  peculiar  propensities 

jof  the  Legislator,  and  the  tact  to  foresee  how  a  seat  in  Parliament  may  be 

secured  in  perpetuity,  he  remarks, — 

<*  The  meadows  are  luxuriant,  and  irrigated  at  pleasure ;  and,  in  fact,  it  may  be 
urged,  that  everything  in  taste  and  vertu  reigns  triumphantly  iu  these  little  region^ 
which  may  claim  at  no  distant  period  to  be  the  abode  of  the  member  for  the  western 
division  of  the  county.** 

Can  there  be  a  slyer,  a  cleaner  hit,  moreover,  than  this,  in  all  th^ 

world  ?  The  honourable  member  is  in  his  mesh,  and  as  sure  of  being  landed 

as  ever  was  a  hooked  minnow.    In  another  passage^  singing  of  an  estate^ 

he  says, — 

'  «  The  Royal  Yacht  club  will  find  in  its  bay  all  that  is  desirable  for  their  manly  re- 
creation; and  leave  them,  when  at  leisure,  and  anchoring  olf  Cowes,  to  dwell  upon  the 
inforiority  of  their  present  choice  !** 

Admirable !  how  cunning,  yet  how  playfully  severe  !  Live  where  they 
may,  collectively  or  individually,  he  tells  them  to  their  teeth  that  their 
present  dwellings  are  decidedly  ill  chosen,  and  in  wretched  taste ;  and  if 
there  be  in  all  their  body  one  wise  or  discreet  man,  and  good  sailor,  here 
ought  he  to  sojourn  for  the  rest  of  his  days. 

This  is  quite  suAient  to  indicate  the  correctness  of  his  judgment. 

-His  luxuriant  fancy  seems  ready  to  burst  all  bands ;  but  he  withholds  it 

by  a  discreet  force  ;  so  that  the  object  is  never  marred  by  tbe  manner  of 

seeking  it.    He  sometimes,  by  the  suddenness  of  the  curb,  fairly  brings 

the  muse  upon  her  haunches ;   in  other  words,  he  jumps  from  gentle 

poesy  to  vulgar  fact,  with  an  abruptness  that  somewhats  palls  upon  the 

ear.     He  does  his  best  to  glide  from  one  to  the  other  with  ease  and 

grace,  and  sometimes  he  succeeds ;  but  he  more  frequently  startles  than 

delights  the  practised  ear.     Who  but  his  own  poetic  self  would  have 

dreamed  of  slipping  so  smoothly  from  the  stilts,  when  he  speaks  of 

^  The  verdant  lanes,  scenic  beauties,  and  woodland  scenery,  which  may  claim  to  ap- 
proach to  feiry.land,  and  comprised  in  a  little  demesne  qf  40  ocr^j,  exonerated  frim 
ail  tUhesy  and  land  tax  redeemed/* 

Fairy.land  within  the  compass  of  forty  acres,  free  from  tithes  and  land 
tax  !  Think  of  Oberon  as  a  ground-landlord ;  the  small,  beautiful  Ti- 
tania  as  lay-impropriatress ;  Puck  and  a  heap  of  elfin  sprites  as  so  many 
tithe  collectors  1 

But  let  us  consider  Robins  in  some  of  his  other  characteristics  as  a 
poet. 

There  is  a  spirit  of  deep  philosophy  in  his  writings,  which  knocks  at 
the  bosom  of  aJl  who  read  them.  The  earnestness  of  his  appeals  to  the 
feelings  is  sometimes  irresistible.    We  quote  a  passage: — 

<*  It  may  be  well  to  observe  that,  while  profound  taste  is  exhibited  without,  the 
influential  power  of  tast  and  wealth  'ombined  are  most  conspicuous  within.    It  is 
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mUmoti  a  «#rvtM  rf  danger  to  dwell  upon  the  varied  exhibition  which  the  eye  hM  to 
•Dcoonter  in  every  direction ;  it  can  alone  be  appreciated  by  refined  taste.  Money  in 
thiiy  as  in  all  other  cauaes,  was  indispensable ;  wealth  is  attainable  by  many  ;  but  it 
it  Buggeatedy  (  t !  )  and  with  all  the  potitivenees  of  truth,  that  the  splendid,  the  gigan- 
tie  eflbrts  of  knowledge  and  research,  so  prominent  every  where,  could  alone  be  attained 
by  a  mind  singularly  endowed  with  respect  and  admiration  of  the  olden  times.*' 

This^  80  far  as  it  can  be  understood^  we  take  to  be  a  passage  of  great 
depth  and  unparalleled  beauty.    Unlike  those  visionariet  who  affect  to 
despise  the  good  they  cannot  obtain^  and  in  the  spirit  of  a  true  philoso- 
pher^ irhich  affixes  to  all  things  their  definite  and  relative  value^  Robins 
boldly  takes  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  asserts,  as  plainly  as  words  will 
do  it,  that  taste^  without  wealth,  were  of  little  use ;  but^  combined^  their 
effeete  are  so  mighty^  that  it  may  be  actually  a  ^*  service  of  danger"  to 
dwell  upon  them.    And  again,  conversely^  that  money,  indispensable  as  it 
iSy  were  but  as  the  dross  of  earth,  unaided  by  the  '^  splendid,  the  gigan- 
tic efforts  of  knowledge  and  research."    It  is  delightful  to  trace  the 
workings  of  a  great  mind,  and  this  humility  which  is  its  uniform  attend- 
ant.    Notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  great  truth  he  is  about  to  pro- 
pound^ though  it  shines  before  him  like  the  sun  of  heaven,  and  in  the 
Tery  act  of  asserting  it,  in  "  all  its  positiveness,"  he  yet,  and  dropping 
even  the  personal  pronoun^  but  modestly ''  suggests"  it  I    This  certainly 
as  a  brilliant  specimen  of  sublime  thinking  and  writing.    There  is  less  of 
egotism,  by  the  way,  to  be  found  in  the  productions  of  Robins,  than  peru 
haps  of  any  other  living  author.    We  do  not  allude  to  that  constrained 
concealment  which  requires  but  little  penetration  to  discover  the  true 
object,  the  meism  of  the  writer ;'  but  that  unconscious  humility  by  which 
genius  is  ever  accompanied.    A  drifting  feather  indicates  the  wind's 
quarter :  take  the  following  passage  in  iUustration  :— 

*  The  tout  etuefobU  harmonizes  so  perfectly,  that,  without  the  aid  of  a  new  die* 
tionary,  it  would  be  found  exceedingly  diffindt  to  find  words  to  do  it  moderate 
justice.*' 

Now,  this  we  consider  a  fine  exhibition  of  that  over-shootings  to  which 
vast  minds  are  often  liable ;  for  our  author,  in  the  illimitable  stretch 
of  his  own  imagination,  not  only  hints  at  the  fact  that  the  paucity  of 
our  language  has  fairly  baffled  the  vastness  of  his  own  conceptions,  but 
actually  gives  credit  to  an  ignorant  world  for  being,  with  himself,  upon  an 
equality  of  intellect.  A  moment's  thought  would  have  told  him,  that  if 
a  dozen  dictionaries  were  fashioned  for  his  especial  use,  yet,  unless  the 
idea  attached  to  it  in  his  own  apprehension,  were  appreciable^  and  could 
be  defined  by  others^  no  word  in  any  one  of  them  would  be  intelligible 
or  significant.  But  George  is  a  very  giant  in  letters,  and  thinks  he 
oould  wield  the  accumulated  power  of  half  a  score  of  tongues. 

Our  author  is  sometimes  hurried  into  an  apparent  quaintness  of  ex- 
pression,  a  peculiarity  of  phrase  that  is  sometimes  startling.  It  may  be 
cavilled  at  as  an  inelegance;  l^ut  it  must, be  borne  in  mind  that  one  of 
his  principal  objects  is  to  make  his  compositions  strikingly  effective,  to 
.assail  the  mind^  and  secure  its  undivided  attention;  and  herein  his  power  is 
unrivalled.  When  he  tells  us  that  the  "  terrace  approximates  upon  the 
river^"  the  attention  is  suddenly  and  at  once  arrested  by  the  very  novelty 
of  construction  visible  in  the  terse  and  singular  sentence ;  but  doeft  the 
reader  fail  in  apprehending  its  precise  signification^  and  does  he  not  at 
once  perceive  that  the  fact  is  thereby  rendered  tenfold  more  impressive  ? 
iUsewhere^  for  instance,  we  find  it  thus  written :— • 

«  This  singularly  rare  and  fiwehold  property  may  be  unhesitatingly  dseignated  the 
most  perftct  byou  within  the  three  kingdoms." 
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We  do  not  instance  these  words  for  the  pretty  conceit  of  any  landed 
estate  being  a  bijou;  neither  for  the  bold  prehension  by  which  he  is  en 
the  instant  enabled  to  assert  that  it  may  be  '*  unhesitatingly"  designated 
as  such — ^his  eye  at  a  sudden  glance  determining  the  fact,  and,  like  an 
honest  man,  guaranteeing  the  safety  of  the  expression,  and  of  its  imme- 
diate employment;  but  rather  for  one  of  his  idiosyncrasies  of  style: 
'^  This  singularly  rare  and  freehold  property  !"    Now  think  of  a  pro- 
perty being  **  singularly  rare,"  and  "  singularly  freehold  \"    Is  this  the 
true  reading  of  the  words  ?   or  what  else  is  meant  tp  be  conveyed  by 
them  ?     Is  a  purchaser  called  upon  to  draw  the  especial  attention  of  his 
lawyer  to  the  title-deeds  ?  or  is  it  the  simple  abandonment  of  ordinary 
rules  in  the  adjectival  arrangements,  peculiar  to  originality  of  thought  ? 
Be  it  either,  he  attains  his  object ;  for  has  he  not,  by  the  basilisk  influ. 
ence  of  his  pen,  fascinated  our  attention  ?    Many  similar  specimens  might 
be  adduced  in  illustration  of  this  remarkable  property  in  his  composi. 
tions  ;  but  we  must  now,  in  conclusion,  advert  to  the  richness  of  thought, 
and  felicity  of  expression,  so  eminently  conspicuous  in  his  descriptive 
writing.    That  Robins  is  a  lover  of  Nature  is  evident  in  every  line,  and 
his  fondness  is  full  to  overflowing.    To  him  things  are  not  *'  of  the  earth 
earthy."    "  From  the  alcove  woods,  o'erhanging  the  steep  bank  of  the 
golden  Wye,  the  scene,"  he  says,  speaking  of  some  eligible  property, 
'^  appears  one  of  enchantment,  rather  than  reality."    Wherever  his  eye 
is  pleased,  he  runs  away  to  the  land  of  Genii  for  similitude,  and  peoples 
his  "  domains"  with  beauties   which  are  all  spiritual.      This  is   true 
poetry.    But  our  author,  in  very  many  places,  adorns  his  poetry,  with 
a  species  of  logic,  that  is  often  as  strange  as  it  is  astounding,  and  doubt- 
less as  correct. — ejp,  gr. 

«  Tbe  cliffs,  which  are  very  precipitous  and  rugged,  are  amougat  the  innumeraUe 
and  positiye  proofs  of  the  diversity  and  beauty  of  the  furroundiag  scenery.** 

Now,  what  ordinary  conception  would  ever  have  dreamed  that  rugged 

and  precipitous  cliffs  could  be  a  proof  of  the  beauty  and  diversity  of  sur. 

rounding  scenery  ?  Yet,  upon  reflection,  who  will  be  so  rash  as  gainsay  it  ? 

But  whether  they  be  proofs  or  not,  the  scenery,  such  as  it  is,  is  described 

to  the  mind's  eye.    We  will  extract  one  more  passage,  and  be  done ;  it 

shews  how  much  a  mind,  attuned  to  Nature's  harmony,  can  receive  ecstacy 

from  objects  which  to  others  pass  current  as  '*  things  inglorious." 

<<  The  gracefully  waTing  fern  scattered  over  the*  foreground,  impart  (fern  impart !) 
just  such  an  air  of  tempered  wildness  as  must  gratify  the  correct  eye  of  the  lover  of 
scenery,  without  offence  to  those  who  are  inclined  to  look  rather  for  evidences  of  the 
superintending  hand  of  care  and  cultivation.** 

This  passage,  by  the  clearness  of  its  diction,  needs  no  comment. 

We  studiously  abstain  from  moralizing  upon  Mr.  Robins  or  his 
works.  That  he  is  an  extraordinary  writer,  the  above  brief  extracts  will 
sufficiently  evidence.  Our  sole  object  in  noticing  him  and  them  has 
been  the  desire  to  bring  both  before  the  public  in  a  broader  and  nobler 
light  than  that  in  which  they  have  hitherto  appeared  ;  and  that  we  shall 
succeed  in  effecting  this  generous  purpose,  is  a  matter  of  course.  We 
are  perfectly  satisfied  upon  one  point,  that  if  the  universal  public  will 
but.  bestow  a  tithe  of  its  attention  on  the  productions  of  the  gentle  Ro- 
bins, as  they  appear  under  the  modest  garb  of  advertisements  in  the 
several  newspapers  of  the  day,  which  it  gives  to  dirty  politics,  it  would 
be  a  wiser  and  a  happier  public  than  it  now  is.  And  it  will  permit  us 
to  say  that  if  gratitude  be  not  wholly  banished  from  every  bosom,  we 
shall  be  long  and  most  fondly  thanked  for  thus  having  excited  the  gene« 
ral  attention  to  "  Sales,  by  George  Robins." 
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FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  AUTHORSHIP. 

OuB  national  prejudices  are  so  far  dissipated^  that  one  or  two  English 
Reviews  have  at  length  reluctantly  conceded  to  modern  literature  the 
inscription  of  a  few  French  names  among  those  of  the  sons  of  the  true 
faith:  Thierry,  the  historian;  Stranger,  the  poet^  politician,  philosopher  ; 
Victor  Hugo,  the  dramatist  and  novelist ;  Merimee  De  Vigny,  Raymond^ 
and  Balxac,  the  champions  of  satire  and  romance.  But  so  scanty  an 
array  provokes  considerable  indignation  among  the  litterateurs  of  Parisy— ^ 
of  Paris,  where  every  fifth-rate  contributor  to  a  sixth-rate  journal  in. 
scribes  his  name  and  surname  in  the  muster-roll  of  fame,  as  religiously 
as  the  parents  of  every  new-born  infant  are  compelled  to  enregister 
them  in  the  archives  of  the  Mairie  of  their  arrondissement.  Scarcely 
has  the  curtain  fallen  upon  some  flimsy  one-act  vaudeville,  (imitated 
from  an  imitation  of  the  scribage  of  the  Theatre  de  Madame,)  when  the 
patronymics  of  the  four  authors  who  have  ministered  to  its  tawdry 
patchwork,  are  proclaimed  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  audience  ;  and 
not  a  melodrama — not  a  pamphlet — not  an  article  in  a  periodical-— not 
even  a  column  of  criticism  on  the  same,  but  bears,  in  well-cut  capitals, 
the  names  and  titles  of  the  author.  The  French  appear  to  glory  in  the 
mere  authorism  of  authorship, — to  take  pride  in  their  infirmity — ^to 
triumph  in  wearing  the  label  of  misfortune  round  their  necks,  like 
some  "  Pauvre  aveugle,"  or  "  Sourd^muet  de  naissance."  It  is  not 
enough  that  the  name  of  "  Victor  Hugo,"  or  '^  Beranger,"  should  roll 
from  lip  to  lip  among  the  idolators  of  genius ;  the  world  must  familiarize 
itself  with  the  lesser  glories  of  "  Jal,"  '^  Gozlan,"  *'  Foa,"  and  *•  Janin." 
It  is  not  enough  that  Paul  de  Koch  and  Jouy  have  enriched  with  their 
sketches  of  Parisian  manners  the  literature  of  various  continental  coun- 
tries :  every  dauber  of  portraits  in  *'  La  Mode,"  or  the  "  Courrier  des 
Dames,"  is  resolved  to  claim  his  share  in  the  tittle-tattle  of  fame. 

How  different  the  literary  character  of  our  own  country !  Although 
a  few  editors  of  fashionable  periodicals,  or  lordly  wire-weavers  of  genteel 
octavos  may  sell  their  names  to  the  speculative  publishers  of  the  day^ 
scarcely  a  writer  of  reputation  in  England  but  has  shrunk  from  thrust- 
ing his  name  into  a  title-page.  '^  The  Author  of  Hajji  Baba,"  "  The 
Author  of  Tremaine,"  "  The  Author  of  Vivian  Grey,"  *'  The  Author  of 
Adam  Blair,"  "  The  Author  of  Anastasius,"  '*  THE  AUTHOR  OP 
WAVERLEY ;"  such  is  the  shadowy  existence  of  our  best  writers ! 
"  But  this  is  the  mere  <;oquetry  of  authorship,"  it  may  be  urged.  "  The 
names  of  Morier,  Plumer  Ward,  D'Israeli,  Lockhart,  Hqpb,  and 
SCOTT,  are,  at  the  present  moment  at  least,  as  well  known  as 
their  works."  But  would  aiiy  French  scribbler,  from  Arras  to  Mar- 
seilles, have  consented  to  the  eight  or  ten  years  of  preceding  mys- 
tery?— to  the  doubts  thrown  upon  their  paternity? — to  the  spurious 
claims  exercised  over  their  foundlings  ?  Would  they  have  borne, 
like  Professor  Wilson,  to  be  whispered  of  in  a  circle ;  like  Gifford, 
to  live  and  die  without  authenticating  their  right  to  more  than  a 
few  maudlin  stanzas ;  like  Jeffrey,  like  Palgrave,  like  Brougham,  like 
Talfourd,  to  content  themselves  with  a  sprig  or  two  of  professional  yew, 
when  they  had  claims  upon  the  laurel  ?  Would  they  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  esteem  of  a  handful  of  literary  friends,  and,  at  the  utmost,  those 
vague  and  grudging  honours^  available  only  within  the  limits  of  th9 
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world  of  lott«»?  Bfa^Iii  Parii,  the  name  of  Fonblanque,*  of  the 
iMtluMt  Ml*  wiltiert  of  political  philosophers,  would  long  ago  hare 
g  „„ ,  f  5b  the  lists  of  the  booksellers,  and  the  hands  of  the  typefounders 
•fthTgreat  page  o£  immortality.  That  of  Maginn,  whose  humorous 
f«nw  not  erwi  Cwwrvatism  can  extinguish,  would  have  become  known 
Uf^U  ^UM0^n  den  of  the  printing  office.  Carlyle,  the  Bnareus  of 
iff  I  frnrn  prosody,  would  have  taken  his  share  in  the  worship  of  the 
mrld ;  and  Praed  become  renowned  as  the  most  poH Aed  of  modem 
6«Hiyitti  and  lyrists,  instead  of  being  laughed  at  as  "  CaUoo  Praed,  a 
broken.down  member  of  the  Unreformed  Parliament.  Charles  Lamb 
baa  Ht  length  ceased  to  be  "  Elia,"  and  the  "  late  physician"  appears  m 
Mr.  Warren,  (in  spite  of  his  Galenic  name,  no  Doctor.)  But  «Ao  wrote 
«  Godolphin  ?"— who  "  The  Marriage  in  High  Life  ?"— who  **»•  F»n«^ 
^  Articles  of  our  own  Magazine  ?— who  the  "  Noctes'*  of  Biaekwood  ? 
—who  the  criticisms  of  the  Spectator  ?— who  the  classicalities  of  the 
SdifUh$rgh  9  "  Everybody  knows,"  everybody  tells.  But  in  France 
that  knowledge  would  be  no  triumph,  nor  the  tale  worth  oommunication. 
The  authors  would  put  their  mark  upon  their  property,  as  naturally  as 
upon  their  flock  of  eheep  ;  and  strut  about  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  Boul*. 
Yards,  arrtyed  in  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  author- 
ahtp  for  evermore  I 
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SONNET. 

BT  ROBSKT  CBAMBimS. 

Like  precious  caikets  in  the  deep  aea  catten* 

Oa  which  the  cluftering  sbell-fiBh  straightway  fasten, 

Tiii  closed  they  seem  in  chinkless  panoplie; 
So  do  ovr  hearts,  into  this  world's  moil  thrown, 
Become  with  selfs  vile  crast  quick  overgrown, 

Of  which  there  scarce  may  any  breaking  be. 

So  be  not  mine,  though  compassed  all  around 
With  worldlings*  cares ;  still  for  the  young  departed, 
And  more  for  the  snrviying  hroken-hearted, 

For  all  who  sink  beneath  aflliction*s  wound, 

iiet  me  at  least  some  grief  or  pity  feel ; 
Still  may  religion's  mild  and  tender  flame^ 
Still  may  my  country's  and  my  kindred's  nami^ 

Have  power  to  move !  I  would  not  all  be  steeL 

-'     '  ^      '  '    '  — — — — — ' 

•  This  nsntioD  of  Mr.  FonbUnque.  ty  our  Parts  oontritetor  wbo  baa  nipplicd  tbc  dxire  article,  ia- 
diioM  ut  to  tdl  our  Scottiab  readers  who  M  r.  Fonblsnque  isi  Many  of  tbem  have  nerer  beard  the  naae 
kstora  I  and  to  many  of  tbem  even  bis  truly  admirable  weekly  newspaper  is  only  known  by  report,  and 
by  tbe  octracts  ftom  it  wMcb  appear  in  other  newspapers.  It  Is  time  tlie  name  of  Albany  FooUanque 
wtn  ftinUiar  to  every  Scotsman,  Englishman,  ana  Irishman  who  wishes  that  efiectual  ratorm  to  be 
aceempUsbed  which  can  alone  prevent  revolution.  Mr.  Fonblaaque  te  Editor  of  Trb  Examinbb.  It 
Is  scaiody  necessary  to  sdd,  that  he  is  the  ahlest  political  writer  in  Britain,  and  leader  of  TA*  ifoecw 
limit  er  party  of  tne  people,    llie  influence  exercised  by  Tke  Examiner  over  tbe  public  mind  is  very 


great.  Its  leading  articles  are  extracted  by  most  of  tbe  provincial  newspapera.  Even  tbo  Tory  Jour- 
Mds  copy  Tht  JS*aminer^$  articles  for  the  point  and  bnlliaucy  which  distlnguikh  tbem,  and  tbet 
their  raadera  nay  see  what  the  liberal  parly  contends  for.  lite  number  of  readers  on  wham  Tke 
JixanUner't  leading  articles  or  witty  paragraphs  are  brnufiht  to  bear,  in  addition  to  its  own  muneroua 
aabseribaia,  ia  thus  immense.  And  this  Influence  could  not  be  in  better  hands.  Tke  B*om(mer  it 
distlnguishad  for  uodevlating  intcorlty,  and  ardent  love  of  truth,  no  less  than  ftir  tbe  naost  penelrallnf 
aagactty,  tbe  roost  unhesitating  borancss,  and  Ulent  of  tbe  very  highest  order.  Wtaenerer  we  are  dls. 
giMied  wttb  tbe  tergiversation  of  our  graat  Whig  politidana— which  Is  not  addom— we  turn  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  characters  of  Albany  Fonblanque.  John  Mill,  John  Roebuck,  and  afcw  otbar 
Badiealsoftbe  highest  grade  In  knowledge,  talents,  and  honesty  ^  and  our  trust  that  we  shall  yet 
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FASHIONABLE  NOVELISM. 

Thsbe  is  no  one  braneb^  spurious  or  legitimate,  of  modern  literature 
on  which  so  vast  a  portion  of  Balaam  has  been  expended,  as  that  of  the 
**  Fashionable  Novel."  The  minor  critics  of  the  press  have  always  tome 
established  butt  on  which  to  try  the  arrows  of  their  budding  wit ;  while 
the  majors  are  careful  to  keep  by  them  a  vessel  of  verjuice,  (duly 
<«Kdaad  and  saBfiiioiiad  by  the  lUevavy  powei'i  that  be,}  into  which  they 
dip  their  pens,  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  produce  a  pungent  article^  to 
neutralize  the  effect  of  the  praises  daubed  in  molasses,  with  which  it  b 
their  habit  to  reward  the  prophets  of  their  narrow  sect. 

"  The  world,"  says  the  caustic  De  Vigny,  "  is  governed  just  now  by  4 
couple  of  passions^  pride  and  envy;  the  pride  of  the  aristocracy;  the 
envy  of  the  democracy."  The  democrats  of  the  critical  pres8,^^to  whom, 
for  the  most  part,  little  is  known  of  lords  and  ladies,  except  the  sight 
of  their  splendid  equipages  parading  to  courts,  the  tumult  with  which 
their  nightly  festivities  encumber  the  streets,  or  the  splendours  dis- 
pensed by  their  jewels  and  tinsel  from  a  box  at  the  opera, — ^mistake  the 
0ur/a€€  for  the  thing ; — and,  overflowing  with  the  bile  geiierated  by 
mingled  envy  and  contempt,  fall  upon  the  first  fashionable  novel  that 
courts  the  notice  of  their  pen  *  exclaiming  that  "  they  are  sick  of 
such  people  and  such  details ;  that  they  wish  to  hear  of  men  and  wofnen, 
and  the  common  sympathies  of  nature ;  and  not  of  the  wiles  of  itittU 
gante9,  or  the  impertinence  of  dandies." 

Wo  to  such  narrow  views  of  the  use  and  purposes  of  fiction  !  Wo  td 
the  shortsightedness  that  cannot  detect  the  importance  of  the  self- 
portraits — ^the  autobiographical  libels,  which  the  higher  classes  of  Great 
Britain  have  been  active,  during  the  last  ten  years,  in  bestowing  Upon 
themselves  and  their  fraternity ; — that  wants  nous  to  discern  how  many 
copies  of  the  Examiner,  the  Westminster,  and  Cobhett's  Register  to  boot, 
would  be  w^anting  to  make  up  the  amount  of  scorn  contained  in  ohi 
bitter  page  of  these  satires  upon  the  nobility  of  the  realm ;  that  wants 
energy  to  applaud  the  infatuation  with  which  the  Priests  of  Baal  have 
introduced  us  to  the  idols  of  the  sanctuary,  and  made  us  acquainted  with 
the  vents  and  issues  of  their  gross  impostures !  That  much  of  the 
lesson  has  been  unconsciously  afforded,  we  sincerely  believe.  But  there 
is  miching  malicho  in  more  than  one  of  these  gaudy  pantomimes  of 
fashion.  Like  the  highest  order  of  caricature,  there  lurks  a  moral  In 
their  parodies ;  and  if  Messrs.  Jerdan,  Lockhart,  Ritchie,  Redding,  and 
Co.  can  see  no  further  than  the  rouge  and  patches,  the  gilt  coach  and 
Flanders  mares,  we  are  heartily  sorry  for  them. 

But  when  we  admit  that  a  few  among  these  gaudy  weeds  of  modetii 
literature  possess  medicinal  properties,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
nany  are  poisonous.  Some  have  evidently  been  written  to  estpOSO 
the  fashionable  classes  to  contempt ;  while  some  affect  the  nobler  aittt 
•f  their  amendment ; — a  few  have  preached  like  Swift, — a  few  lik9 
Bossuet ;— a  few  like  the  popular  bishop  of  some  modem  see.  Hook  U 
fond  of  rendering  his  lordly  heroes,  the  Tommy  Goodchilds  of  his  stO« 
ries ;  Mrs.  Gore  delights  to  show  them  up  as  the  Sir  Andrew  Aguecheoki^ 
or  Master  Slenders  of  her  dramas;  and  Lister,  who  writes  cofi84Sleiu 
tioQslyy  and  wishes  to  preserve  a  juste  milieu,  paints  them  as  they  fealljf 
are,  '^  neither  fish,  nor  flesh,  nor  good  red-herring."     The  portraits  in 
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his  novels  are  as  exquisitely  true  to  nature,  as  those  of  Gerard  Duow 
who  was  occupied  a  fortnight  in  painting  a  birch-broom.  The  verisimi- 
litude of  the  thing  was  wonderful ;  but^  after  all,  it  was  only  a  birch, 
broom.  It  is  absurd  to  confound  such  sketches  of  life  and  manners  as 
are  to  be  found  in  the  tales  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  Lady  Morgan's  O'Don. 
neU,  in  Bulwer,  Ferrier,  Plumer  Ward,  Lister,  Hook,  Mulgrave,  Sulli* 
van.  Gore,  and  the  still  anonymous  authors  of  "  The  Marriage  in  High 
Life,'*  and  ''Godolphin,"  with  those  inundations  of  trash,  with  names  ''too 
tedious  to  mention,"  as  the  advertisements  say,  which  the  copiousness  and 
facility  of  these  writers  have  called  forth  in  emulation  upon  the  lower  grounds 
of  literature,*-where  nothing  is  enthroned,  and  nothing  to  be  learned, 
but  vulgarity  and  meaness ; — which  display  lay-figures,  attired  in  fash- 
ionable costumes,  without  soul,  or  sense,  or  motion ;  which  degrade  the 
.  class  in  which  they  inscribe  themselves,  by  pretensions  they  render  ab> 
surd. 

It  has  been  the  task  of  most  of  our  unbiassed  critical  journals,-— 
the  Spectator — Examiner — Westminster  Review, — as  well  as  of  our 
own  Magazine,  to  separate  the  pure  ore  from  this  infinite  quantity  of 
dross ;  to  distinguish  the  aqua-fortis  engraving  from  the  shallow  and 
paltry  lithograph ;  the  full-toned  and  sensitive  finger-organ  from  the 
mechanical  barrel-grinder :  it  has  been  their  task  to  explain  that,  at  a 
period  when  the  institutions  of  civilized  society,  and  the  principles  of 
national  government  are  passing  under  the  scrutinizing  review  of  mo- 
dern enlightenment,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  tree  should  be  made 
known  by  its  fruits ;  that  the  abuses  and  follies  generated  by  existing 
privileges  should  be  appreciated  in  their  utmost  circumstantiality  ,*  Uiat 
the  heaven-born  order  should  be  viewed  in  its  night-gown  and  slippers; 
nay,  even  without  them.  But,  while  the  ''  greatest  number"  are  cla- 
mouring aloud  for  the  happiness  denied  them,  it  is  but  just  that  the 
minority  should  be  heard  in  their  own  defence.  The  bar  is  still  open; 
-—let  them  speak, — let  them  write. — Not  even  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
will  question  the  diploma  of  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  Lord  Morpeth,  Lord 
and  Lady  Nugent,  Mr.  Lister  of  Ribblesdale, — Mrs.  Sullivan  of  the  Hoo, 
Lady  Isabella  St.  John,  Lady  Charlotte  Bury,  as  advocates  of  the  de- 
famed aristocracy.  Let  us  hear  all  these  novelists  have  said,  all  they 
are  likely  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  accusing  voice  of  the  nation. 

A  few  months  ago,  the  establishment  of  the  '<  Library  of  Romance" 
was  supposed  to  afford  a  proof  that  the  taste  of  the  circulating  libraries 
had  undergone  a  revolution;  while  the  editor,  by  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  to  the  much  vituperated  authors  of  nil  the  fashionable  novels 
extant,  and  to  their  publishers,  took  high  grounds  of  offence  and  de- 
fence ;  and  incurred  a  perilous  responsibility,  from  which,  at  present,  he 
has  failed  to  extricate  himself.  With  the  exception  of  Banim's  clever 
story,  ''  The  Ghost  Hunter,"  by  which  the  series  was  opened,  and  the 
editor's  "  Bondsman,"  the  "  Library  of  Romance"  exhibits  not  a  single 
work  superior  in  execution  to  the  novels  of  modern  manners  it  was  in- 
tended to  supersede ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  its  prefaces,  *'  The  Chaperon," 
and  '<  Godolphin/'  have  borne  away  the  bell.  *•'  Schinderhannes"  is  a 
vulgar,  schoolboy  melodrama,  of  hairbreadth  'scapes  and  hanging,  with- 
out colour,  without  character,  without  sentiment.  ''  The  Stolen  Child>'' 
is  Gait's  least  ''  canny"  performance.  *'  Waltham"  is  unreadable ;  and 
"  Bug  Jargal"  a  woolly  translation  of  one  of  Victor  Hugo's  most  brilMaAt 
rhapsodies.    Mr.  Ritchie  must  produce  something  better  before  we  givo 
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his  miscellany  the  palm  over  such  hooks  as  "  Pelham,"  "  Devereux^ 
''  Tremaine,"  "  Marriage,"  or  "  Ellen  Wareham."* 

In  truth,  it  is  to  the  delineation  of  aristocratic  life^-s-to  the  sins  of 
the  law-makers  and  law-breakers, — that  modem  satire  must  direct  its 
wholesome  strictures ;  those  sins  which 

Safe  from  the  bar,  the  pulpit,  and  the  throne^ 
Are  touched  and  shamed  by  ridicule  alone. 

The  poor  have  Moses  and  the  Prophets  to  wrestle  with  their  frailties,— 
the  rich,  like  Dives,  "  hear  not  these,"  but  they  subscribe  to  the  Ubnu 
ries  of  Ebers  and  Bull.  Even  Comedy,  that  pleasant  moralizer,  is  ))&• 
nished  from  the  stage ;  poetry  has  a  meretricious  sound  in  the  ears  of 
the  political  economists ;  and  Horace  and  Juvenal,  Beileau  and  Vol- 
taire, Donne,  Pope,  Swift,  and  Young,  must  endite  their  lessons  in  prose, 
were  they  born  again,  to  reform  the  littleness  of  the  great.    - 

On  this  experience  did  the  fashionable  novel  originally  found  itself. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  framework  of  society  should  be  probed  to  its 
basis ;  the  rottenness  of  its  timbers  laid  bare ;  the  flimsiness  of  its  su- 
perstructure exposed.  In  what  way  could  such  books  as  those  of  Gait, 
Godwin,  James,  Scargill,  Ritchie,  Mrs.  SheUey,  or  Banim  avail,  in 
affording  a  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  nineteenth  century,  by  way 
of  apology  to  the  twentieth,  for  the  reforms  we  are  making;  or  the 
privileges  we  pretend  to  abrogate  ?  The  vices  of  the  Court  of  Charles 
II.  have  been  bequeathed  to  us  by  Grammont,  in  a  work  traced  with  a 
golden  stylus,  upon  the  choicest  vellum.  Those  of  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV.,  the  most  pompous  of  royal  sensualists,  were  recorded  in  the  note« 
hook  wherein  the  Duke  of  St.  Simon  treasured  up  his  discerning  ma* 
lignity.  But  these  were  personal  and  libellous,  and  impossible  of  pub. 
lication  in  their  own  age,  or  their  own  country ;  while  the  Fashionable 
Novel,  by  depicting  classes  and  not  individuals ;  by  analyzing  the  nature 
of  the  soil  of  the  great  world,  and  enumerating  its  productions  under 
their  general  titles,  have  afforded  an  available  lesson  to  their  contempo. 
raries.  If  the  levity  of  such  works  be  held  offensive,  it  is  only  because 
the  prototype  of  that  levity  is  known  to  exist  in  the  very  heart  of  our 
social  institutions.  If  the  meanness  and  servility  held  up  to  blame,  be 
loathsome  in  our  sight,  it  is  because  the  originals  of  those  cringing  pa- 
rasites are  constantly  before  us.  It  is  fitting,  also,  that  they  should  be 
placed  under  the  observation  of  that  more  extensive  class,  whose  habits 
and  occupations  preserve  them  from  contact  with  the  great  world.  TVhy 
should  they  worship  blindly,  and  in  superstition  ?  If  the  gods  of  the 
temple  be  true  Gods,  reverence  and  submission  are  their  due ;  but  if  we 
can  prove  them  to  be  idols  made  with  hands,  let  them  be  ground  into 
diist,  and  thrown  into  the  brook  Kedron.  We  will  not  believe  Messrs. 
Cobbett  and  Hunt.  We  will  trust  to  the  sketches  written  by  my  Lord 
Mulgrave,  and  read  by  my  Lord  Grey. 

The  Fashionable  Novel,  then,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  a  certain 
point  of  view,  has  our  full  and  perfect  sanction.  There  is  still  much  to 
amend  in  it.  The  moral  might  be  made  more  striking,  the  purpose 
more  definite.  We  wish  for  nothing  better  than  a  work  from  the  pen  of 
Bulwer,— KM)mbining  pictures  of  the  political  and  literary  coteries,  wiUi 
those  of  the  triflers  of  Almacks  and  Stable  Yard. 


*  When  this  was  written  we  had  not  seen  Mr.  Baillie  Fraaer*8  '<  Khan*s  Tale,** 
whtch  only  required  to  be  written  by  a  secretary  of  the  late  Lord  Castlereafh,  to  ob- 
tain equal  praise  with  **  Zohrab,**  in  certain  quarters. 
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ON  COMPENSATION  TO  THE  WEST  INDIANS. 

For  some  two  89ore  yeart^  the  West  India  planters  have  been  warned^ 
no  less  by  the  opposition  to  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  justice  and  hu- 
Qanitx  which  slavery  presents,  than  by  the  manifestations  of  the  senti* 
ments  of  the  British  people,  that  the  tyranny  which  they  exercise  over 
tlieir  black  fellow-subjects  must  terminate.  Yet  they  refused  even 
%D  relax  in  any  degree  their  villain  gripe.  Finding  all  attempts  to  per. 
SUa4e  the  people  of  England  that  the  condition  of  the  slaves  was  in 
reality  happier  than  that  of  the  labouring  classes  in  Britain,  and  that 
liberty  would  ruin  the  slaves,  they  threatened,  and  were  almost  guilty 
of  rebeUion,  ia  defence  of  their  property :  so  they  designate  the  bodies 
«f  their  fellow-men.  But  attempts  to  humbug  or  to  bully  have  latterly 
given  plaea  to  a  claim  for  compensation.  The  argument  is,  "  Since  you, 
the  people  of  England,  will  not  believe  that  it  is  better  for  your  own 
iatereet,  and  the  interest  of  the  slaves  themselves,  (as  well  as  for  our 
interest,)  that  slavery  should  continue  to  exist,  you  may  be  just  and 
humane  to  the  negroes  if  you  will ;  but  at  your  own  expense,  and  not  at 
ours,  Jnstioe  demands  that  if  you  take  our  property  from  us,  you  must 
compensate  us  for  its  loss.  If  you  set  at  liberty  our  slaves,  you  must 
pay  their  value."  Such  is  the  argument  which  has  prevailed  with  the 
Whig  Ministry,  and  the  Whig  House  of  Parliament,  to  accompany  an 
%ct  of  justioe,  nay  an  act  far  short  of  justice,  to  the  negroes,  with  a 
biirden  of  twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  imposed  an  the  people  of 
Sngland,  Although  it  requires  a  considerable  effort  of  self-command  to 
treat  such  an  impudent  claim  patiently,  we  shall,  with  enforced  calmness, 
beetav  a  few  words  on  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  (we  know  there  at$ 
socli  persons)  who  think  the  claim  just,  or  at  least  plausible. 

Wlien,  far  purposes  of  undeniable  public  utility,  there  is  an  interfer* 
enoe  with  the  right  of  private  property  by  the  legislature,  the  person 
whose  property  is  taken  from  him  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion. But  it  is  a  necessary  supposition,  that  the  subject  so  taken  for 
publio  purpoeea,  is  the  property  of  the  individual  claiming  compensation. 
^%  mnst  have  a  legal  and  just  title  to  it.  If  public  utility  requires  that 
a  901^  be  made  through  a  gentleman's  park  or  garden,  full  compensation 
ia  due.  In  like  manner,  when  private  houses  are  pulled  down  to  improve 
a  ilrtet^  compensation  is  undeniable.  There  is,  however,  a  great  and 
obviona  distinctioB  between  these  cases  and  the  case  of  the  West  India 
planter.  It  is  not  for  public  convenience  that  he  is  deprived  of  his 
slaves:  it  is  not  even  from  considerations  of  humanity.  Were  the 
planter  to  recur  to  his  old  arguments,  and  completely  prove  that  the 
slaves  are  happier  under  the  discipline  of  the  whip,  than  they  would  be  if 
sat  free;  and  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  British  nation  that 
slavery  should  subsist,  because  Blackee  is  insensible  to  the  ordinary 
inda49emeots  to  liibour,  and  will  not  work  without  compulsion, — stiU 
t|ie  grand  question  of  the  justice  of  one  man  using  another  as  his 
property,  as  his  beast  of  burden,  would  remain  untouched.  The  planter 
is  deprived  of  his  slave,  because  he  has  no  right  to  retain  him  in  bondage; 
apd  for  no  Qthor  reason.  What  the  planter  insolently  calls  his  property, 
is  to  |>e  ta^en  from  bim  solely  because  it  is  not  his  property.  The  slave 
is  not  taken  from  him,  to  bQ  given  to  some  other  man,  or  to  be  employed 
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by  tlie  state.  Ko  advantage  is  derived  by  the  State  trom  tbe  alave^a 
manumission.  A  simple  act  of  justice  is  done.  The  poot  slave  obtains 
only  his  inalienable  right  and  no  more ;  and  the  planter  has  no  ground  of 
complaint,  except  that  he  is  not  allowed  to  continue  a  wrong  which  h^ 
has  hitherto  been  permitted  to  practise.  He  loses  nothing  but  the  coii« 
tinuance  of  a  system  of  plunder  and  oppression  to  which  he  has  beep  a^ 
dieted,  in  defiance  of  every  just  principle,  and  in  contempt  ofthe-rek 
probation  In  which  the  system  has  been  held  by-  the  rest  of  the  conw 
inunity. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  arts  of  the  planters  always  to  represent  the 
question  of  slavery  as  one  at  issue  between  themselves  and  the  British 
nation  *;  and  not  as  between  themselves  and  the  slaves.  Indeed  the  rights 
of  the  black  man  have  been  too  much  forgotten  even  by  those  who 
have  been  his  zealous  advocates.  His  case  has  been  too  much  taken  up 
on  the  ground  of  humanity  alone ;  and  argued  in  terms  little  more 
respectful  of  the  rights  of  man,  than  we  find  used  by  the  societies  for 
preventing  cruelty  to  animals.  The  human  nature  of  the  slave  seems 
often  to  ^ip  out  of  the  memory  of  his  advocates  altogether ;  who  argue 
his  case  as  if  it  were  that  of  a  poor  black  beast  inhumanly  treated  by  its 
master.  And  this,  we  believe,  is  the  explanation  of  the  warmth  of  feel- 
ing which  so  many  Tory  ladies  and  gentlemen  manifest  in  favour  <ff  pddr 
Biackee.  Were  he  to  start  up  from  his  attitude  of  prostrate  submis* 
sion,  and  claim  freedom  as  an  inalienable  right  of  man,  the  zeal  of  these 
worthy  people  would  probably  experience  a  considerable  abatement.  ''Man! 
man  !"  they  would  perhaps  exclaim  in  a  sort  of  bewilderment^  at  the  novel 
▼iew  of  the  case  presented  to  their  minds ;  *'  it  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
barbarous  treatment  of  negro  slaves,  that  we  signed  petitions,  listened  to 
fine  speeches,  entered  our  names  on  the  subscription  list  of  the  Anti« 
slavery  Society,  and  gave  our  mite :  we  did  not  think  of  the  rights  of  man« 
Slaves  men  ? — men  and  women  like  ourselves  ?  O  Yes  :  they  have  legs 
and  arms,  and  can  speak — ^but  how  different  from  ladies  and  gentlemeui 
such  as  we  are.  And  rights  ?  have  they  rights  ?  and  are  we  only  asking  for 
them  what  they  have  a  right  to  ?  only  doing  them  bare  justice  ?  and  nut 
exercising,  a  charity,  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  towards  poor  crea. 
tures  that  cannot  plead  for  themselves  ?  O,  that's  another  affair.  I  don't 
nnderstand  anything  about  rights ;  I  never  meddle  with  polities, — except 

to  assist  Sir  Charles ,  and  the  respectable  inhabitants  of ^  as 

far  as  I  can,  against  the  low  rabble  of  Reformers." 

Bat,  however  strange  it  may  sound  to  West  Indian  ears,  the  questioii 
of  negro  emancipation  is  not  one  touching  merely  the  right  of  the  planter 
to  retain  the  slave,  or  the  right  of  the  British  nation  to  set  the  slave  at 
liberty,  with  or  without  compensation.  The  right  of  a  third  party  is 
involved  in  the  same  question — even  that  of  the  slave.  When  the  question 
regards  the  disposal  of  his  own  person,  surely  the  slave  has  some  right 
to  be  considered  a  party  to  it.  It  is,  in  fact,  between  the  planter  and 
the  slave  that  the  dispute  as  to  the  possession  of  the  slave's  person  tfuly 
lies :  the  British  people  are  merely  the  umpires.  In  a  contest  with  the 
sl^ve,  then,  what  right  can  the  planter  pretend  that  the  slave's  body 
belongs  to  him,  (the  planter,)  and  not  to  the  slave  himself?  What  but' 
the  right  of  force  ?  By  force  the  slave  was  carried  from  his  native  AMetk, 
and  by  force  his  descendants  are  retained  in  bondage.  Will  the  West  In 
dian  planter  pretend  that,  supposing  the  negro  not  a  labouring  brute  but  a 
miui,  there  would  be  even  the  semblance  of  justice,  in  telling  the  n0gro 
that  a  right  to  his  body  could  be  acquired  by  violence,  or  purchase,  or  by 
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» 
bis  being  descended  of  slaves  proeured  hy  eitber  of  tbose  meansy  and 

brought  up  on  his  (the  planter's)  estate  ? 

Such  a  monstrous  claim  has  been  made  by  the  planters ;  and^  strange 
to  say^  although  the  claim  has  been  denied  by  all  but  themselves  and  their 
connexions^  and  the  negro's  body  adjudged  to  belong  to  himself,  a  claim 
to  compensation  for  giving  up  the  body  to  the  right  owner  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Reformed  House  of  Commons !  Through  what  an 
obscure  medium  must  the  House  have  looked  on  the  case  before  them ! 
Certainly  the  negro  must  have  appeared  to  their  imagination  in  shape 
of  a  brute,  and  not  as  a  man.  Suppose  the  colour  of  the  slave  changed, 
would  a  claim  for  compensation  on  his  being  set  at  liberty  be  listened  to 
for  a  moment  ?  And  is  justice  to  depend  on  the  colour  of  the  person 
who  has  been  oppressed  ?  Or  is  it  to  depend  on  place  ?  If  a  slave  land 
in  Britain,  he  acquires  his  freedom  by  the  mere  contact  with  the  British 
soil,  and  without  any  right  of  his  master  to  seven  years  more  of  the 
slave's  service  in  name  of  apprenticeship  to  liberty,  or  to  compensation 
from  the  people  who  made  it  a  law  that  the  slave  should  drop  his  chains 
on  setting  foot  in  England. 

No  compensation  has  been  granted  in  other  cases,  where  it  was,  at 
least,  as  well  merited  as  in  the  case  of  the  slave-owners.  At  no  distant 
period,  Scotland  had  her  slaves.  The  colliers  and  salters  were  a  sort 
of  slaves,  attached  to  the  coal  and  salt  works  at  which  they  worked. 
They  could  not,  indeed,  like  the  negroes,  be  sold  individually.  They 
could  not  be  torn  from  their  nearest  relations,  and  handed  over  to  a. 
purchaser  for  a  specific  sum  as  the  price  of  their  bodies ;  but  they  were 
considered  by  law,  no  less  than  by  ancient  custom,  as  part  and  parcel  of 
the  property  on  which  they  were  reared ;  they  had  no  power  of  leaving 
it  for  another  place,  no  power  of  choosing  another  employment  or  an- 
other master.  When  their  master  died,  his  heir  succeeded  to  the  pos- 
session of  these  slaves,  along  with  the  estate  ;  and  when  the  coal  or  salt 
works  were  sold,  the  colliers  and  salters  were  sold  with  them.  When, 
only  about  half  a  century  ago,  tardy  justice  was  done  to  these  Scottish 
slaves,  no  compensation  was  awarded  to  their  owners,  for  the  ceasing  of 
the  profitable  injustice ;  no  sum  was  imposed  as  a  burden  upon  the  British 
nation, — the  price  of  its  indulging  itself  in  an  act  of  justice.  An  attempt 
was  made,  it  is  true,  to  continue  the  system  of  slavery  in  the  collieries 
and  saltworks  :  not  a  scandalous  attempt  to  retain  the  poor  colliers  and 
salters  in  bondage  for  twelve  years  longer  under  the  title  of  apprentices ; 
neither  the  masters  nor  the  Parliament  were  bad  enough  for  that ;  such 
a  freak  was  reserved  for  the  year  1833,  the  West  India  Planters,  the  Re- 
forming Ministers,  and  the  Reformed  Parliament.  The  newly  freed  men 
were  enticed,  not  bullied,  into  a  second  state  of  slavery.  They  were 
encouraged  to  run  in  debt  to  their  masters,  and  were  then  forced  to 
engage  with  them  for  a  certain  number  of  y^ars,  as  the  condition  of 
payment  of  the  debt  not  being  enforced  by  legal  diligence.  From 
even  this  mitigated  form  of  slavery  of  their  own  making,  (a  slavery, 
indeed,  to  which  we  are  all  exposed  in  some  degree,  while  imprisonment 
for  debt  is  permitted  to  remain  law,)  the  Legislature  emancipated  the 
colliers. and  salters;  making  a  law  that  no  legal  diligence  should  be 
granted  to  their  masters  for  advances  of  money,  nor  for  debts  of  the  men 
bought  up  by  the  masters.  More  recently,  the  claim  of  the  Scottish 
freeholders  (which  we  believe  was  only  made  in  one  instance,  and  that 
the  case  of  an  Hospital)  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  freehold 
qualification,  which  had,  under  the  previously  existing  L^ws,  been  uiii* 
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versally  recognised  as  a  marketable  property^  was  treated  with  deserved 
contempt.  No  claim  for  compensation  was  made  by  the  English  borough- 
mongers^  on  the  destruction  of  .the  valuable  property  they  held  in  the 
rotten  boroughs — none  was  made  by  the  Corporations  and  Town  Councils 
in  whom  was  vested^  by  the  law  of  the  land,  the  privilege  of  electing 
the  members  for  their  boroughs.  And  what  is  the  substantial  difference 
between  these  cases  and  the  case  of  the  slave-owners  ?  Is  property  in 
slaves  recognised  by  the  British  laws  and  the  usages  of  the  British 
people  ?  So  was  the  exclusive  privilege  of  electing  members  of  Parlia- 
ment^ possessed  by  the  Corporations  and  by  the  Scottish  freeholders. 
Did  the  slave-owners  embark  capital  in  slaves,  in  reliance  on  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  British  nation  ?  So  did  the  boroughmongers  and 
Scottish  freeholders.  Did  the  slave-owners  derive  a  profit  from  their 
funds  invested  in  the  purchase  of  slaves  ?  So  did  the  boroughmongers 
and  freeholders.  Will  the  slave-owners  be  deprived  of  a  valuable  species 
of  property,  hitherto  recognised  by  British  laws  and  customs,  if  the 
negroes  be  emancipated  ?  The  boroughmongers  and  Scottish  freehold- 
ers have  all  been  deprived  of  a  species  of  property  which  had  the  sanction 
of  British  laws  and  long  usage,  and  which  could  be  disposed  of  fur  money 
as  readily  as  the  bodies  of  the  slaves.  The  two  sets  of  cases  being  so 
much  alike,  why  should  compensation  be  granted  in  the  one  case  more 
than  in  the  other?  Marketable  property  in  all  these  cases  has  been 
interfered  with  by  the  Legislature,  only  because  it  was  founded  in  moral 
wrong.  The  property  was  in  its  very  nature  unlawful ;  and  in  taking  it 
from  those  who  wrongously  possessed  it,  the  Legislature  has  only  restored 
property  to  its  rightful  owners.  Nothing  but  justice  has  been  done ;  and 
it  is  not  an  act  of  justice,  but  of  injustice,  that  requires  compensation. 

We  are  sorry  that  any  class  of  men  should  suffer  grievous  losses,  and 
feel  for  the  West  India  planters,  although  of  all  men  that  ever  lost 
money  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  they  are  the  least  entitled  to  compas* 
sion.  Their  case  is  worse  than  that  of  the  boroughmongers  and  free- 
holders, inasmuch  as  the  wrongfulness  of  slavery  is  more  flagrant  than 
that  of  holding  exclusive  privileges  which  were  only  liable  to  be  abused, 
and  were  not  in  themselves  a  crying  abuse.  Slavery  is  a  gross  and 
palpable  wrong,  regarding  the  nature  of  wbicli  no  man  can  deceive  him- 
self. From  the  first  institution  of  slavery,  every  slave-owner  must  have 
been  conscious  that  he  held  the  negro  in  his  possession  by  no  better  right 
than  the  right  of  the  strongest.  Besides  this  consciousness,  the  moral 
feeling  of  the  British  nation  has  declared  so  strongly  against  slavery^  for 
more  than  one  generation,  that  all  who  chose  to  retain  capital,  or  to  em- 
bark it,  in  property  in  the  bodies  of  black  men,  have  done  so  against  the 
fullest  warning  of  the  unlawfulness  of  the  property,  and  the  probability  of 
its  abolition. 

We  have  heard  a  distinction  attempted  between  the  cases  of  the  slave- 
owners and  the  freeholders,  corporations,  &c. — that,  in  the  case  of 
the  latter,  no  right  is  taken  from  them,  but  only  the  privilege  which 
they  held  exclusively  extended  to  others — but  a  positive  right  is 
taken  away  from  the  slave-owners.  Was  there  ever  a  more  despi- 
cable quibble  ?  If  a  man  has  a  just  right  to  retain  a  privilege  worth 
to  much  money,  does  it  make  the  injustice  less,  that  you  destroy  the 
pecuniary  value  of  his  privilege,  by  extending  the  same  right  to  a 
large  number?  Is  a  monopolist  not  as  truly  a  loser,  by  the  privi- 
lege which  he  has  held  alone,  being  conferred  upon  all  of  the  same 
trade,  as  if  he  were  deprived  of  his  monopoly  by  a  direct  withdrawal 


739  On  Chmpensaii&n  to  the  Wut  Indians^ 

^  it  ?  Would  the  present  memben  of  the  Peerage  have  less  gromid 
of  complaint,  if  the  whole  community  were  created  Peers,  than  if 
their  titles  were  abolished  ?  The  true  question  is.  Whether  the  dainu 
ant  for  compensation  is  deprived  of  a  property  which  he  was  enti- 
tled to  hold.  If  the  right  of  property  claimed,l  s  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  public  morality,  no  compensation  is  due  when  the 
unlawfulness  of  such  property  is  declared  by  Act  of  Parliament.  No 
series  of  Acts  of  Parliament  can  sanction  a  wrong ;  no  unanimous  con- 
currence of  several  generations  in  bad  Acts  of  Parliament,  can  bind  sue 
eeeding  generations  either  to  permit  the  continuance  of  the  wrong  en- 
acted, or  to  purchase  from  those  who  have  been  the  doers  of  the  wrong, 
the  privilege  of  decreeing  that  their  injustice  shall  cease. 

Were  the  distinction  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  more  than  a 
mere  quibble,  it  would  be  easy  to  get  rid  of  the  claim  for  compensation, 
without  doing  violence  to  the  distinction.  To  procure  liberty  to  the 
slave,  there  is  no  occasion  to  interfere  between  him  and  his  master.  Let 
the  monopoly  of  supplying  the  people  of  Britain,  at  an  extravagant  rate, 
with  sugar  raised  by  the  labour  of  the  poor  negro,  be  abolished ;  or  let 
the  British  soldiers,  by  whose  bayonets  alone  slavery  is  maintained,  be 
withdrawn, — and  slavery  is  at  an  end  in  the  British  dominions.  True 
it  is,  that  the  British  people,  with  all  their  abhorrence  of  slavery,  send 
armies  of  their  reluctant  fellow-citizens  to  unhealthy  climes,  from  which 
few  of  them  return  to  embrace  their  wives  and  children,  or  to  lay  their 
aged  parents  in  the  grave, — that  by  their  means  slavery  may  subsist. 
True  it  is,  moreover,  that  the  British  people  pay  not  less  than  two  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling,  annually,  for  their  sugar,  beyond  the  natural 
price ;  without  which  slavery-protecting  duty,  the  West  India  planters 
could  not  keep  up  the  system  of  slavery,  any  more  than  they  eould 
without  the  soldiers.  Is  there  a  Briton  unconnected  with  the  West  In- 
dies, who  does  not  blush  to  think  that  Negro  Slavery  is  maintained  by 
British  arms,  and  British  treasure  ? 

We  have  dwelt  on  this  question  so  long,  because  the  sum  at  stake  la 
large,  and  the  principle  involved  one  of  much  importance.    If  compensa- 
tion is  to  be  granted  whenever  an   act  of  justice  is  done,  by  putting  a 
stop  to  what  ought  never  to  have  gone  on  for  a  day,  we  shall  have  more 
claims  for  compensation.    Not  only  the  boroughmongers,  freeholders, 
and  corporations,  may  still  put  in  a  claim  for  the  pecuniary  value  of  what 
they  lost  by  the  Reform  Bill ;  but  every  monopolist  may  calculate  the 
value  of  his  monopoly,  the  instant  it  is  threatened,  and,  with  all  due  for- 
mality, hand  us  his  account  for  the  full  value,  {that  at  least,)  in  round 
numbers,  and  demand  payment,  as  the  condition  of  his  consenting  to  the 
abolition  of  the  monopoly.   We  shall  have  the  Bank  of  England  proprie- 
tors exhibiting  a  statement  of  the  annual  profits  of  their  monopoly,  and 
requiring  twenty  years'  purchase  of  that  sum  as  the  price  of  freedom  in 
banking.    We  shall  have  the  whole  landed  proprietors  of  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, claiming  compensation  for  any  reduction  of  their  rents  caused  by 
free  trade  in  Corn,  whenever  we  propose  to  abolish  the  Corn  Laws.  The 
West  Indians,  themselves,  will  claim  compensation  once  more,  when  we 
take  off  the  duty  on  East  Indian  sugar,  laid  on  for  their  protection.    In 
short,  it  may  confidently  be  anticipated,  that  not  a  single  step  will  be 
taken,  from  the  system  of  monopolies  and  protections,  towards  free  trade, 
without   a  demand  being  Viade  for  compensation,  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  the  privilege  of  robbing  the  community.    And  what  answer  eaa 
be  made  to  these  claims  }  None  but  what  is  equally  good  against  ih« 
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WmA  Indiaat  in  the  present  case.  A  man  bought^  or  inherited  his  es- 
tate^ under  the  Acts  of  Parliament  restricting  the  importation  of  fi^reign 
eom.  If  a  purchaser^  he  paid  a  price — and  if  an  heir^  he  paid  a  joint- 
«re^  and  provisions  to  younger  children — ^bearing  a  proportion  to  the 
tent  of  the  estate^  under  the  existing  law  of  the  land ;  and  he  is  a  ruined 
nan  if  the  present  law  is  to  be  altered  without  allowing  him  compensa. 
tion.  It  would  indeed  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  such  a  claim^  that  if  the 
elaimant  knew  that  the  value  of  the  estate  was  kept  at  an  unnatural  ele- 
vation by  an  Act  of  Parliament^  he  could  not  fail  to  know  that  the  same 
power  which  made  the  act;  could  repeal  it ;  that  by  at  least  as  much  as 
the  holders  of  land  were  gainers  by  that  law,  the  community  must  be  losers ; 
that  the  law  was  a  bad,  a  flagrantly  unjust  law,  and  therefore  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  changed  ;  that  knowing  all  this,  he  may  be  happy  if  he  is  not 
ealled  upon  to  disgorge  those  gains  which  the  unjust  law  enabled  him  to 
make  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  instead  of  receiving  compensation  for 
tiie  discontinuance  of  these  gains.  But  all  this  applies  to  the  West  In- 
dian planter  also,  and  with  still  greater  force.  The  proposition  to  give 
the  planters  twenty  millions  of  British  money,  as  a  compensation  for 
their  being  compelled  to  cease  from  their  oppression  of  the  black  man, 
is  one  of  those  things  at  which  posterity  will  wonder. 

Posterity  will  have  more,  connected  with  this  matter,  to  wonder  at. 
The  claim  for  compensation  is  made,  in  consideration  of  slavery  having 
been  authorized  and  encouraged  by  our  ancestors  of  the  16th,  17th,  and 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  as  shown  by  various  acts  of  Parliament^ 
&c.,  and  the  common  consent  of  the  nation.  "  If  slavery  be  a  sin,"  say 
the  planters,  "it  is  a  national  sin,  and  not  that  of  our  class  only." 
Were  it  even  so,  we  might  appeal  to  that  maxim  of  law,  which  declares 
that  partners  in  guilt  shall  have  no  claim  on  each  other.  But  our  Re- 
formed Commons  do  not  seem  inclined  to  avail  themselves  of  this  de- 
fence. They  seem  to  admit  that  because  our  great-grandfathers,  and  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers,  recognised  slavery  in  their  laws  and  usages, 
we  are  liable  to  make  good  the  loss  the  West  Indians  think  they  will 
incur,  when  we  refuse  to  permit  slavery  »ny  longer.  This  appears  a 
generous  undertaking  of  responsibility  to  which  we  might  justly  object ; 
a  magnanimous  sharing  with  the  planters  the  consequences  of  a  guilt, 
participation  in  which  we  might  fairly  disclaim.  But  are  we  really  so 
severe  upon  ourselves,  while  we  are  so  generous  to  the  slave-owners  ? 
No,  indeed ;  no  generous  and  magnanimous  feelings  have  dictated  the 
Whig  settlement  of  the  West  India  Question.  The  House  of  Commons 
has  admitted  the  claim  of  the  planters  on  the  people  of  the  present  genera^ 
tian,  on  account  of  what  our  remote  ancestors  authorized  or  permitted  ; 
and  has  paid  them  with  a  draft  on  future  generations  for  the  amount  ! 
Past  generations  did  the  wrong,  and  future  generations  are  to  pay  the 
penalty.  All  that  the  present  generation  does,  by  its  Reformed  Repre- 
sentatives, is  taking  upon  itself  to  determine  the  question  of  our  re- 
sponsibility for  our  ancestors'  improper  conduct ;  find  simpletons  who 
will  advance  the  twenty  millions  to  the  planters;  pay  the  interest 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund  raised  by  taxes  imposed  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  a  man's  ability  to  pay  them  ;  four,  fifths  of  the  taxes  falling  on 
articles  of  universal  consumption,  and  therefore  requiring  the  same 
amount  from  the  poor  man,  as  from  the  rich !  Verily  posterity  will 
have  cause  to  wonder  at  such  generosity  of  the  British  Aristocracy,  to 
the  slave-owners.  Not  the  least  wonderful  part  of  the  matter  will  be, 
that  guUfl  could  be  found  to  advance  the  twenty  millions,  under  tiie 
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thought  that  posterity  will  pay  such  a  debt  otherwise  than  by  a  lao^ 
of  scorn. 

Had  the  slaves  been  set  at  liberty,  instead  of  being  retained  in  bond- 
age for  seven  years,  (a  large  segment  of  West  Indian  life  ;)  and  had  a 
heavy  loss  been  actually  experienced  by  the  change  from  slavery  to  free 
labour, — had  the  proposal  been  to  raise  the  sum  to  be  paid  the  West 
Indians  at  once,  or  by  three  instalments  within  three  successive  years, 
and  by  an  assessment  corresponding  to  each  man's  income  ;  there  would 
have  been  fairness  in  the  manner  of  the  compensation.  Still,  we  mast 
have  objected  to  the  grant,  on  the  principle  that  compensation  is  never 
to  be  given  on  account  of  the  ceasing  of  a  profitable  injustice.  To  ren- 
der compensation  to  the  planters  unobjectionable,  it  would  require  to  be 
entirely  voluntary.  There  would  be  injustice  in  the  Legislature  com- 
pelling a  single  unwilling  individual  to  contribute  a  penny  towards  brib- 
ing one  man  to  resign  to  another  man  the  property  of  his  own  body. 

We  have  confined  ourselves  in  this  paper  to  a  discussion  of  the  pruu 
eiple  of  compensation  to  the  West  Indians ;  not  deeming  it  necessary  to 
say  more  regarding  the  amount  of  the  compensation,  than  that  it  has 
been  denounced  as  utterly  extravagant, — ^beyond  the  actual  value  of  the 
slaves  to  be  emancipated,  at  the  average  prices  of  the  Black-man  market ; 
independently  of  the  seven  years  of  slave  labour,  which  the  planters  are 
yet  to  exact,  if  they  can.  Upon  what  principle  the  slave  is  to  be  retained 
in  bondage  seven  years  longer,  (it  was  originally  twelve  years  !)  except 
the  principle  of  sneaking  submission  on  the  part  of  a  feeble  administra. 
tion  to  a  set  of  men,  presuming  on  their  feebleness,  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  understand.  The  Whigs  are  too  weak,  when  not  backed  by  the 
people,  to  resist  the  imperious  dictation  of  any  band  of  united  monopo- 
lists. They  are  bullied  by  the  Corn-growers,  by  the  Bank  of  England 
Proprietors,  by  the  East  India  Company,  by  the  Dignitaries  of  the  Eng- 
lish Church  in  Ireland,  and  by  the  West  India  Planters.  Even  those 
who  buy  and  sell  their  fellow^man,  and  compel  him  to  work  by  the  cart- 
whip,  have  bullied  the  Whigs  into  the  grossest  injustice  to  the  slaves 
and  to  the  British  nation.  And  we  have  no  doubt  that  another  set  of 
men,  who  also  deal  in  human  bodies, — the  resurrection  men,— could  bully 
the  Whigs  into  a  grant  of  twenty  millions,  and  a  permission  of  body- 
snatching  for  seven  years  more,  were  they  equal  to  the  West  Indians  in 
number,  influence,  greed,  and  audacity. 

If  the  Whigs  hold  office  much  longer,  or  the  Tories  establish  themselves 
again  in  power,  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict  what  will  be  the  consequence. 
All  the  odious  monopolies  will  either  be  continued,  or  compeneatwn 
will  be  given  for  their  abolition.  Millions  will  thus  be  added  to  our 
annual  taxation,  and  scores  of  millions  added  to  the  National  Debt.  The 
thing  will  break  down  before  long,  and  the  fundholder  will  be  made  the 
scape-goat.  We  can  tell  the  fundholder — for  whose  just  rights  we  have 
been,  and  will  be,  zealous  advocates — that  it  is  high  time  he  were  taking 
alarm  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Whig  Ministry  and  Whig  House  of 
Commons.  If  we  are  to  have  nothing  but  alternations  of  the  two  aristo. 
cratic  factions  in  power,  the  funds  will  be  dissipated  by  a  political  whirl- 
wind, sudden,  short,  and  destructive,  or  by  the  slower  operation  of 
national  insolvency.  Paid,  the  National  Debt  never  will  be  by  any  but  by 
a  truly  reformed  Parliament,  in  union  with  the  people,  and  triumphant  over 
the  monopolies.  Indeed,  this  is  so  plain,  that  it  is  often  matter  of  surprise 
that  individuals  can  be  found  su  credulous  as  to  invest  or  retain  money 
in  the  Funds.   But  the  explanation  of  the  fact  is  speedily  found.   While 
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commercial  profits  are  4  per  cent.,  and  good  bills  are  discounted  at  2  per 
cent.,  as  in  London,  people  will  undertake  all  the  risk  of  the  Funds  ; 
the  more  knowing,  whose  example  leads  the  other  fundholders,  content- 
ing themselves  with  a  keen  watch,  and  a  determination  to  submit  t5  the 
first  loes,  to  sell  out,  and  replace  a  knave  with  a  gull. 


MEN  OF  GENIUS  AND  THE  PUBLIC. 

Expoeition  of  the  False  Medium  and  Barriers  excluding  Men  of  Genius 
from  the  Public.    London :  Effingham  Wilson. 

Therr  appears  to  be  in  literature  a  snake-eyed  fascination  which  few 
can  resist.  The  known  ill  destiny  of  authoi*s,  the  sorrows,  the  infirmi- 
ties, and  the  poverty  incident  to  their  vocation  are  all  insufficient  to  de- 
ter them  from  entering  upon  the  thankless  occupation ;  and  fresh  aspi- 
rants to  literary  glory  are  hourly  entering  the  lists.  It  might  be  sup- 
posed that  the  perusal  of  D'Israeli's  *'  Calamities  of  Authors"  had  been 
enough  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  most  enthusiastic,  and  cool  into  sober- 
ness the  most  besotted*:  but  we  nevertheless  find  them  rifer  than  ever ; 
swarming  in  very  myriads,  though  ruin  the  most  disastrous  stares  them  in 
the  face,  and  dissuasion  the  most  warning,  counsels  them  at  every  turn. 
They  are  an  intractable  race. 

Evil,  misfortune,  ill-luck,  by  whatsoever  name  may  be  designated  that 
common  attendant  upon  the  actions  of  all  men  to  a  more  or  less  degree,  and 
of  authors,  in  particular,  to  the  greatest  degree,  is  of  course  ascribable  to  a 
cause.  The  wretched  condition  of  most  men  of  genius  has  often  been 
bewailed ;  though  the  bewailment  seems  to  have  provoked  little  enough 
of  inquiry  into  the  fatal  origin.  What  Mr.  D'lsraeli's  book  has  done  in 
the  one  case,  then,  the  present  exposition  is  intended  to  do  in  the  other, 
by  presenting  *'  an  analysis  and  elucidation  of  the  causes  of  these  evils 
and  a  condensed  appeal  to  the  collected  now  of  ages,  in  the  hope  of 
calling  a  fresh  and  startled  attention  to  the  vast  heap  of  gigantic  facts 
that  stagnate  and  choke  up  the  struggling  current  of  long-enduring 
humanity." 

The  expositor  does  not  confine  his  observations  to  literature  alone. 
The  drama,  music,  painting,  the  walks  of  genius  generally,  all  claim  his 
attention.  He  seems  to  possess  a  minute  acquaintanceship  with  the 
working  machinery  of  each  department ;  and  mercilessly  drags  into  view 
those  mysteries  which  are  either  concealed  from  the  understanding  or 
escape  the  detection  of  the  ordinary  observer.  He  is  evidently  in  love 
with  his  task,  and  addresses  himself  to  it  with  a  boldness  which  none  but 
those  having  an  intimate  familiarity  therewith  would  be  supposed  to  ad- 
Venture,  and  a  confidence  which  none  but  a  good  cause  would  inspire. 
**  Thrice  is  he  armed,"  &c.  Yet  he  writes  in  such  palpable  bitterness 
of  spirit,  that  if  it  do  not  augur  personal  disappointment  to  a  no  com- 
mon degree,  it  at  least  betrays  a  more  impassioned  mood  of  mind  than  a 
cool  searcher  after  truth  would  care  to  be  moved  by. 

From  the  first  sentence  of  his  exordium  to  the  last  of  his  exhortation, 
he  has  written  in  ink  of  quassia.  He  takes  a  malicious  deligjbt  in 
dwelling  on  '^  the  selfish  apathy  of  mankind ;"  in  showing  up  the.''  igno- 
rance and  malice  of  the  scoundrel  world ;"  in  giving  to  a  cold-blooded^ 
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heartless  generation  the  narrative  of  the  miseries  which  have  heea 
heaped  upon  those  whose  names  are  eminent  in  honour;  their  life^long 
toil^  their  disappointments,  their  cruel  poverty,  their  aggravated  trials 
in  shskness  and  in  health,  their  death.bed  loneliness,  and  their  unavailing 
posthumous  fame.  All  these  are  consequent  upon  the  folly,  jealousy^ 
and  self-conceit  of  the  world.  It  is  not  in  its  nature  to  tolerate  or  en- 
courage superiority.  It  is  ever  prone  to  find  fault  with,  and  wilfully 
doubt  the  wisdom  it  does  not  itself  possess ;  and  he  who  arrogates  to 
himself  a  superior  intellect  is  sure  to  be  met  with  vengeance.  "  Have 
all  of  us  been  blockheads^  say  the  world,  and  are  we  9HII  blockheads, 
except  this  man  ?     Down  with  him  !" 

Though  the  unfortunate  world  receives  a  tolerably  full  share  of  exe. 
cration,  something  palliatory  may  nevertheless  be  nffgcdl  in  arrest  of  an 
over-severe  judgment.  The  world  is  a  sad  weak-minded  monster,  and 
apt  to  be  led  by  the  nose*  It  is  w9^  intended  to  be  conveyed  that  the 
world  is  the  wicked  thing  it  im  aeeused  of  being ;  but  that,  by  reason  of 
its  inability  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  it  is  ready  to  take  for  gospel 
any  twaddle  that  impudence,  if  clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  may 
splutter  forth. 

With  a  view  apparently  as  much  to  exhibit  his  own  qualifications  in 
hmidling  the  subject  as  to  bring  it  clearly  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
reader,  the  first  third  nearly  of  the  exposition  is  occupied  by  preliminary 
essays  on  Epic  poets  and  philosophers,  literary  and  dramatic  authors, 
composers  and  instrumental  performers,  actors  and  singers,  novelists, 
painters  and  sculptors,  men  of  science,  original  projectors,  and  inventors 
•"— sons  of  genius  all.  After  a  little  disquisitorial  lore,  and  some  pleasant 
anecdotage,  he  comes  to  the  object  of  his  work — the  disclosure  of  those 
harriers  and  false  media  which  exclude  men  of  genius  from  the  public. 

And  first,  as  touching  literature,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  pub- 
lishers can  give  heed  to  the  applications  made  to  them  to  bring  forth 
the  works  of  every  man  bitten  with  the  mania  for  writing.  They  may 
he  very  good  men  of  business,  but  not  literary  men ;  and,  consequently, 
they  are  compelled  to  employ  a  certain  personage  who  rejoices  in  the 
name  of  "  Reader,"  to  peruse  such  MSS.  as  are  offered.  By  the  decision 
of  this  august  ofiicer  is  the  publisher  influenced  to  undertake  or  decline 
a  MS. ;  and  on  this  same  "  Reader"  does  the  expositor  pour  forth  the 
phials  of  his  mighty  wrath,  as  being  the  ^barrirr  between  an  author's 
heart  and  the  public.  Never  was  such  a  lashing  inflicted  on  mortal  man 
as  the  "  Reader"  has  gained  for  himself  in  the  pages  before  us.  He  is 
the  thief  in  the  night,  the  craven  that  belongs  to  the  countless  order  of 
Knights'  False  Oracles,  the  bigoted  sectarian  upon  the  crutches  of  know, 
ledge  ;  the  pewter.faced,  ignorant  shadow  of  a  shade ;  the  St.  Patrick's 
own  philosopher,  without  Irish  wit ;  he  has  a  Sawney's  cunning,  without 
Scottish  ability ;  a  Taffy's  turnip-headed  understanding,  without  Welsh 
honesty ;  a  Cockney's  pert  wrong-headedness,  without  English  resolu.^ 
tion.  There  is  not  a  bit  of  blame  attached  to  the  publisher :  he  is  a  most 
honourable,  albeit  misled  man ;  "  there  is  no  fault  in  thee,  it  is  thy  mar- 
plot and  thy  mischief-maker  that  is  the  cause  of  all."  Happily  for  the 
unfortunate  "  Reader,"  his  arch  enemy  has  taken  up  the  cudgels  against 
him  in  such  a  spirit  of  acrimony  and  invective,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  the  author  himself  has  not  grievously  suffered  from  the  mis- 
deeds of  one  or  some  of  that  unloved  race ;  and  thus,  from  passion,  pre- 
judice, or  intemperance,  is  disqualified  from  pronouncing  an  acceptable 
sentence.    It  is  difficult  ta  predict  what  will  follow  upon  this  severe 
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manipulation.  The  fraternity  of  "  Readers"  will  be  surely  goaded  to 
B<Hne  act  by  which  the  rebel  shall  be  put  down.  Will  it  be  by  the  em- 
ployment of  his  own  weapons^  or  by  doing  the  indignant^  and  holding  a 
contemptuous  silence  ?  We  opine  nothings  but  leave  all  to  their  despe- 
rate discretion.  The  advice  of  our  querulous  author  amounts  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  wresting  genius  from  the  harpy  clutches  of  the  Reader  pro- 
fessional altogether,  and  giving  the  office,  and  wo  hope  the  guinea  per 
volume  of  MS.,  to  the  women.  "  Egad,"  cries  Sir  Fretful  Plagiaiy, 
<'  the  women  are  the  best  judges  after  all."  Our  author  has  a  touch  of 
Sir  Fretful ;  yet  he  brings  good  arguments.  A  bookseller's  wife  discovered 
the  value  of  Tom  Jones,  and  adviced  her  husband  by  no  means  to  let  it 
elip  through  his  fingers  ;  after  holding  a  matron  jury,  of  course,  on  Molly 
Seagrim,  Lady  Bellaston,  and  all  the  rest.  And,  rejected  as  the  book 
bad  been  with  strong  condemnation  by  many  of  the  gentleman  readers, 
ahe  deserves  credit.  '^  In  such  matters,"  says  our  author,  '^  women  who 
give  fair  play  to  nature  are  scarcely  ever  wrong.  In  a  sensible  unaf- 
fected woman  of  feeling  there  is  always  some  of  the  soundest  philosophy 
in  nature."  One  is  gratified  to  hear  of  any  new  branch  of  intellectual 
industry  opening  to  women ;  but  we  suspect  our  author,  by  this  compli- 
ment, wishes,  by  a  side-wind,  to  get  rid  of  the  Reader,  as  a  functionary, 
altogether.  Once  ladies  become  professional,  he  will  have  quite  as  little 
toleration  for  their  judgments,  as  he  has  for  that  quintessence  of  ignor- 
ance, presumption,  cunning,  and  malevolence,  the  BookseujEr's  Readbb. 

The  decline  of  the  drama  is  attributable  to  the  same  withering  cause* 
''  The  patent  theatres  have  always  had — ^thelr  readers ! — the  drama,  in 
general,  its  immaculate  censor  !"  In  twenty-eight  years,  as  was  proved 
in  answer  to  the  present  Chancellor's  interrogatory  some  time  ago,  *'  only 
^ght  successful  accessions  to  our  dramatic  stock"  could  be  adduced ; 
whilst  no  less  a  number  than  16,800  pieces  presented  during  that  period 
were  rejected !  and  yet,  at  this  hour,  little  else  than  '^  wild  diabolisms 
and  Pandemonian"  spectacles  "  are  exhibited."  It  is  to  the  extraordi- 
nary measures  of  the  managerial  purveyors  of  both  the  large  houses  that 
the  ruin  of  the  English  Drama,  and,  what  is  infinitely  of  less  consequence, 
their  own  is  imputable.  The  injustice  of  reproaching  the  public  for  with- 
holding encouragement  to  dramatic  genius,  is  manifested  by  the  fact, 
that  there  is  no  opportunity  of  worthily  bestowing  it.  The  '^  Barrier" 
it  is  that  interposes  its  fatal  obstruction ;  and  in  no  less  to  dramatic 
literature  than  to  the  performers.  Kean  was  notoriously  made  the  hutt 
of  all  the  blockheads  of  the  theatre,  **  from  the  first  tragedian  to  the 
second  scene-shifter  !"  Braham  received  every  species  of  obstruction  in 
his  early  career.  So  with  Kemble,  Macready,  Mrs.  Wood.  In  short, 
there  is  scarcely  a  person  of  eminence  in  this  department  of  the  drama 
that  has  not  had  to  encounter  the  most  formidable  difficulties  in  his 
ascent  to  fame. 

So  also  is  it  found  with  respect  to  musical  composers  and  singers. 
There  are  many  composers  whose  names  are  little  known  at  the  present 
day,  greatly  superior  to  those  who  have  so  long  reigned  in  the  ascendant. 
**  While  the  legerdemain  of  Henri  Herz  and  Moschelles  is  executed  by 
half  the  town,  how  little  is  Dr.  Crotch  valued  beyond  the  audience  of 
the  '  few.'  "  The  fact  is,  that  the  public  have  to  be  educated  in  music 
by  those  '^  Barriers"  mainly,  who,  to  support  a  selfish  monopoly,  will 
give  neither  field  nor  favour  to  genius,  however  brightly  it  may  burn. 
It  is  the  ''  Directors,"  the  '<  Leaders,"  the  <'  Double-bass  Roarers,"  that, 
by  the  foil  of  private  by-play,  and  united  trickeryj  can  smilingly  ruin  an 
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unsuspecting:  debutant^  and  chuckle  at  the  thickheadnefis  of  musical 
"  John  Ox  !"  Those  who  act  as  tutors,  being  part  and  parcel  of  this 
*^  clayey  earth/'  care  nothing  for  the  public  education^  '^  taste"  and 
ail  that,  if  they  can  maintain  the  monopoly  they  have  so  long  enjoyed. 
In  scarcely  any  department  of  science  or  art  is  the  public  so  entirely 
uneducated  as  in  that  of  music ;  and  they  have  been  kept  so  long  in  the 
dark  by  the  under  play  of  rivals,  that  they  are  totally  unfit  to  pronounce 
judgment.  Jealousy,  the  most  disgusting  jealousy,  is  the  grand  mover ; 
and  the  main  object  is  to  prevent  the  ascendency  of  any  would-be  com- 
petitor. ''  Even  the  wardrobe  women  used  to  send  her  the  refuse  dresses^ 
saying,  with  nonchalance,  that  any  thing  would  do  for  PaHa  f" 

The  vitiated  nature  of  public  taste,  as  seen  in  the  encouragement 
given  to  painting  and  sculpture,  is  attributable  to  the  same  under-cur- 
rent causes.  As  a  school  of  art,  the  Royal  Academy  has  been  actually 
worse  than  useless.  Take  the  names  of  Opie,  Stanfield,  Martin,  Turner, 
Wilkie,  Flaxman,  Chantrey :  not  one  of  the  batch  (and  it  might  easily 
be  enlarged  without  discredit  to  those  enumerated)  owes  a  tittle  of  his 
excellence  to  the  instructions  derived  from  the  great  national  school. 
Name  to  us  half  a  dozen  indebted  to  it  for  their  education,  at  all  ap- 
proaching those  just  alluded  to.  Wilkie  is  represented  to  have  remained 
for  a  long  time  unnoticed  and  unknown,  till  his  native  talent  displayed 
in  a  shop  window  at  Charing  Cross  fixed  the  attention  of  the  public.  The 
public  approved  ;  and  then  the  Academy  found  merit  in  his  works.  And 
other  similar  occurrences,  as  connected  with  other  high  names,  might 
easily  be  raked  up.  Instead,  therefore,  of  being  directors,  instructors  of 
the  public  taste,  the  Academicians  are  themselves  led  by  it.  Here  again, 
also,  is  visible  the  barrier  to  men  of  genius.  There  is  scarcely  a  season 
that  passes,  but  the  press  has  had  to  complain  of  the  disposal  of  the  pic- 
tures at  the  Exhibition.  Either  from  dulness  of  apprehension,  bad  taste, 
or  a  worse  motive,  criminatory  observations  have  been  made  as  to  the 
hanging  of  works  of  original  merit,  so  low,  so  high,  in  so  bad  a  light,  or 
in  such  bad  proximity,  that  their  »hole  effect  may  be  destroyed,  in  order 
that  the  *'  condemned  good  pictures"  may  injure  not  the  approved  bad 
of  the  more  highly-favoured  R.  A. 

The  author  laments  not  these  wrongs  without  being  prepared  with 
something  like  an  antidote.  After  some  caustic  remarks  upon  the  conu 
parative  values  of  men  of  genius,  and  things  to  which  the  barbarous  ig- 
norance of  mankind  has  fixed  a  stated  price,  and  maintaining  the  pro- 
position that  there  is  no  "  piece  of  inert  matter  so  common  but  it  possesses 
more  definite  conventional  claims  than  the  highest  efforts  of  human  in- 
tellect," he  takes  a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  many  "  societies"  now  in 
existence,  which  have  been  formed  with  high  and  benevolent  objects,  and 
of  their  inaptness  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of ;  boldly  assuring  us 
that,  though  we  abound  in  establishments  for  all  kinds  of  acquirement, 
*'  we  have  not  one  to  ensure  its  fair  exercise  and  reward." 

This  at  once  opens  the  eye  to  the  nature  of  the  plan  about  to  be  pro- 
posed ;  and  it  is  but  fair  to  him,  to  ourselves,  and  to  a  discerning  and 
charitable  public,  to  submit  in  somewhat  tangible  detail  for  its  examina. 
tion  and  adoption,  (if  considered  wise  and  worthy  of  admiration,)  **  the 
establishment  of  a  Society  of  English  Literature  and  Art,  &c.,  for  the 
encouragement  and  permanent  support  of  men  of  superior  ability  in  all  de- 
partments of  human  genius  and  knowledge;  and  that  this  should  be  carried 
progressively  onwards,  till  enabled  by  its  funds  to  erect  itself  into  a  regular 
final  college,  as  a  rightful  place  of  reference  and  natural  result  for  all 
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the  other  colleges ;  or  rather^  to  speak  comprehensively  and  mor^  consis- 
tently^ FOR  ALL'SUPBRIOR  EFFORTS  OF  HUMAN  FACULTIES."     For  the  SUpport 

of  such  an  establishment,  L.  15,000  per  annum, ''  as  a  commencement/'  is 
estimated  as  sufficient ;  and  the  following  calculation  is  given  in  eluci- 
dation :— ' 
House,  and  house  establishment,  •  •  L.  1^200 

Thirty  Professors'  salaries,  (L.lOO  each,)         .  •  S^OOO 

Annuities  to  thirty  Professors,  (L.lOO  each,)         .  .       S^OOO 

Annuities  to  sixty  others,  claimed  by  virtue  of  their  approved 
vorks^  averaged  at  L.75  each^  but  varying  from  L.150 
to  L.25  per  annum^  .  .  .  4^500 

Annual  premiums  and  rewards,  •  •  •  1^500 

Salaries  to  secretary  and  amanuensis,  .  '   .  200 

Two  surgeons,  to  attend  all  annuitants  resident  in  the 

metropolis,  .  .  •  .  ,  300 

Sundry  contingencies,  .  .  •  .  500 

Competent  '^  Professors,"  in  every  department  of  literature  and  the 
fine  arts,  are  to  be  elected,  whose  office  it  will  be  to  adjudicate  on  the 
claim  of  any  author  for  the  advantage  thus  derivable  from  the  establish- 
ment, such  claim  being  founded  upon  his  accomplishment  of  some  "  fine 
epic,"  "  powerful  tragedy,"  or  any  other  great  work  contemplated  by 
the  institution  ;  thus  giving  a  spur  to  every  man  of  genius  in  the  nation 
to  exercise  his  abilities  with  all  the  energy  of  hope,  sure,  if  deserving, 
not  only  of  honourable  fame,  but  of  substantial  pecuniary  requital,  and 
insuring  to  the  nation  in  return  a  series  of  glorious  works  to  redound  to 
her  honour  and  moral  greatness. 

Out  of  all  the  wealth  squandered  away  in  this  land  in  brick-and-mortar 
uselessnesses,  something,  it  is  contended,  might^be  spared  in  support  of 
the  brotherhood,  for  national  honour's  sake.  "  It  would  be  a  better 
thing,"  he  observes,  "  than  securing  Abbotsford  to  the  relatives  and 
descendants  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  This  is  doing  justice  '  in  the  lump,' 
to  the  memory  of  one,  to  the  usual  exclusion  of  all  who  are  living.  It 
is  not  good  as  a  principle.  In  an  intellectual  sense,  such  men  as  Mr. 
Godwin,  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  Banim,  and  the  spirits  of  the  age  now  and  to 
come,  are  nearer  relatives  (palmam  qui  meruit  ferat)  to  Scott  than  any 
others,  unless  we  make  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  Lockhart ;  and  the 
world's  gratitude  and  consideration  would,  we  think,  be  more  con- 
sistently shown  by  adopting  a  different  measure." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  establishment  of  this  description,  if 
fnanageabl€y  would  be  a  mighty  good ;  but  we  very  much  fear  that  while 
mankind  continues  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  selfish,  unworthy,  hateful, 
and  uncharitable  motives  which  at  present  so  extensively  govern  it,  the 
great  monster,  abuse,  would  in  the  end  be  sure  to  defeat  the  noble  end 
in  view,  and  render  odious  an  institution,  the  main  object  of  which  was 
general  and  individual  good. 

In  the  article  of  Fame,  we  very  much  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  high 
and  generous  feeling  which  every  son  of  genius  fondly  fancies  that  he 
cherishes  towards  his  brother  in  the  spirit,  whether  there  exist  not  in 
each  bosom  the  germs  of  a  jealousy,  which  only  require  circumstance  to 
fructify  into  most  unholy  fruit.  It  is  obvious  that  no  ill.blood  is  likely, 
very  directly,  to  arise  between  the  poet  and  the  philosopher,  the  painter 
and  the  dramatist ;  their  several  paths  lying  all  in  defined  directions,  so 
that  personal  collision  can  hardly  happen ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  any  two  of  them^  pursuing  glory  and  bread-and-cheese  in  the 
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same  tracks  would  not  find^  (perhaps  to  their  own  astoniahment,)  that 
unlovely  passions  were  more  easily  excitable  than  they  had  ever  dreamed 
of. 

Friends  also  are  easily  warmed  into  partisans  ;  and  judicial  decisions, 
are  easily  questioned ;  and  individual  influence^  and  the  force  of  interest 
are  easily  dragged  into  action.  Could  we  succeed  in  making  mankind 
wise^  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  ensure  their  happiness  ;  but  we 
have  a  direful  apprehension  that  bad  passions  working  in  irascible 
hearts^  and  party-feeling,  which  ever  escheweth  wisdom,  would  mightily 
tend  to  raise  a  formidable  barrier  to  it. 

The  very  birds  of  the  air  and  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  have  a  better 
destiny  than  the  man  of  genius.  To  him  food  is  hourly  a  source  of 
anxious  seeking.  Conscious  that  half  the  good  and  all  the  glory  that  the 
world  derives,  spring  from  him,  he  naturally,  though  still  in  humility, 
thinks  that  he,  by  his  deeds,  establishes  a  reasonable  claim  upon  it  for 
retributive  good :  this  good — 'tis  all  he  asks — the  mere  pittance  that 
W9uld  keep  him  secure  against  actual  want.  And  most  joyful  should  we 
be,  if  any  feasible  method  could  be  devised  for  effecting  such  an  object, 
that  should  not  contain  within  itself  the  seeds  of  its  own  inevitable  destruc- 
tion. 

Leaving  to  the  reader  the  exercise  of  his  judgment  upon  the  proposal 
thus  made,  we  sum  up  by  saying,  that  in  whatever  library  D'lsraeli's 
''  Calamities  of  Authors"  has  a  place,  a  vacancy  ought  fairly  to  be  made  for 
the  present  cutting  ^'  Exposition."  It  is  a  book  full  of  sarcasm,  anec- 
dote, quaintness  of  thought,  interest,  and  bold  defiance  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  namely,  the  little  great. 


ON  HEARING  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  WILBERFORCE. 

O  BURT  him  with  honours !    Bury  him 
In  the  Cathedral's  shafted  aisle,  among 
The  great  and  godlike  of  all  time.    Strike  up 
The  organ !     Let  the  choral  anthems  rise. 
And  shake  the  storied  temple  with  their  hymns  ! 
One  joins  the  dead,  and  brings  a  lofty  fame 
And  sacred  memory,  like  saintly  light. 
To  shrine  him  and  to  sanctify  his  tomb- 
To  glorify  his  God,  and  bless  the  land ! 

From  out  the  shifting  pages  of  old  Time, 
The  myriad-ruling  Emperor — the  proud  King-— 
The  victor,  and  his  triumph's  long  array. 
Perish,  and  leave  as  little  trace  behind 
As  evening  clouds  night  blot  from  out  the  day. 
Great  cities  rise  upon  the  teeming  flood— 
Spread  wide  their  banners — ^live  their  thousand  years«-« 
And  fall  unepitaph'd  into  decay  ! 
O'er  many  and  many  a  one  Time's  billows  roll. 
The  iron-handed  despot  rears  a  tomb— 
A  pyramid  of  stone  and  iron — with 
A  nation's  labours,  groans,  and  tears,  and  ftfooei;— - 
He  dies ;  and  ere  the  worm  forsakes  his  shelly 
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His  name  hath  perish'd  utterly  and  past. 
The  pilgrim  of  the  desert  only  sees 
Along  the  gloomy  pile  the  shadows  creep^ 
As^  wizard  like^  the  dial  hands  point  out 
Where  human  pride  hath  passed  as  they  shall  pass. 
The  comet  flight,  Napoleon !  of  thy  day, 
When  healed  the  wounds  of  its  destructive  course^ 
Must  sink  in  night,  beyond  the  shores  of  Fame; 
A  wilder  meteor,  in  another  time. 
Shall  sweep  away  thy  memory  in  its  blaze* 
But  the  bright  star  of  Virtue — the  great  name. 
Whose  echo  is  a  nation's  shout  of  joy- 
Burns  brighter  as  it  rises  o'er  the  earth. 
Fixed  for  the  worship  of  mankind  unborn. 
Such  is  the  glory  of  a  Wilberforce  1 
Whose  memory ^as  the  woodroof  s  scented  leaf. 
The  longer  kept  the  sweeter  perfume  yields- 
Shall  brighten,  as  the  advent  of  a  star. 

Oh  !  is  it  nothing  that  the  millions  knelt. 
Morning  and  evening,  with  a  prayer  for  him? 
Far  in  the  desert  lands  his  name  hath  gone. 
Breathing  of  hope,  and  charity,  and  love. 
O'er  many  a  worn  and  heavy-laden  heart 
Hath  fallen^  like  the  dew  of  happiness. 
The  whisper,  from  God's  wandering  servant's  mouth, 
That  many  a  mile  across  the  pathless  sea—- 
Toward  the  setting  sun — a  being  toil'd 
To  break  the  shackles  from  their  fettered  limbs. 
For  years  and  years  the  slave  from  labour  turn'd. 
To  watch  the  waning  sun — like  falling  hope — 
To  bless  thee,  Wilberforce  !  and  traced  thy  home. 
In  his  untutored  mind,  among  the  halls 
And  cloud.wrought  temples  of  the  golden  sky. 

Methinks  'twere  well  to  parallel,  and  place 
The  victor's  portrait  by  thy  reverend  side. 
In  one.    The  trumpet  tones^  the  joyous  play 
Of  banners  in. the  summer  sky — the  march 
Of  armaments  to  merry-sounding  tunes. 
Lead  forth  the  chivalric  and  young  to  war—* 
Perchance  to  blend  the  voice  in  victory's  shout : 
His  country's  saviour  then  the  meanest  serf 
Whose  feather  moves  behind  the  conqueror's  plume. 
The  people  shout — the  giddy  hero  bows 
To  gain  a  ribbon  from  a  monarch's  hand— 
And  bower'd  beauty  smiles  upon  his  way. 
The  scene  hath  shifted — crippled,  old,  and  poor— ^ 
A  solitary  traveller,  he  turns, 
Heart-sick,  to  seek  the  blessed  peace  of  home. 
Far  up  the  lessening  river,  deep  within 
The  shadow  of  a  lonely  valley,  stands. 
Deserted  and  untenanted,  the  cot 
Where,  like  its  rose-tree,  his  young  passions  grew. 
All  run  to  waste  that  lovely  rose-tree  now ! 
The  wolf  befora  the  door  hath  left  his  tr»ck>— 
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Silence  and  desolation  reign  within ! 

The  roofless  churchy  and  village  churchyard  tell 

That  war  hath  even  reach'd  this  blessed  spot^— 

And  aU  he  fears  to  know — ^the  tombstone  shows : 

One  look— long  agonizing  look  of  grief  he  gives^ 

And^  broken-hearted^  turns  away  for  ever  ! 

Turns  to  the  cold,  uncharitable  world 

To  beg — ^a  grave— and  curse  a  conqueror's  fame ! 

The  other : — ^Time  hath  wrought  the  bondsman  free  ; 
The  captive^  from  the  sooty  tribes  beyond 
Alcomri  mountains^  in  the  burning  land. 
His  manacles  struck  off — and,  better  far. 
Opened  his  eyes  to  everlasting  truth— 
His  thirst  slaked  at  the  fountain  of  all  life— 
The  sacred  volume  locked  unto  his  heart- 
Wealthy  in  all  that  constituteth  wealth—* 
Once  more  upon  his  dear,  and  native  soiL— 
Dear  in  its  nakedness !  he  plants  his  foot ; 
Then,  with  the  antelope's  wild  bound  of  joy. 
Springs  forward  to  the  pathless  wilderness. 
Where  many  a  heart,  that,  like  a  flower,  springs 
In  beauty  in  the  desert,  lives  for  him. 
His  wandering  tribe  he  meets  ! — ^his  widowed  wife*- 
Who  holds  aloft  her  child  to  hail  its  sire— 
Clasp  its  small  hands — and  bless  a  Wilberforce ! 
And  aU  the  gentle  people  shout  for  joy ! 
O  !  is  not  this  beyond  all  earthly  fame  ? 

Where  Ganges  rolls  her  undiscovered  tides. 
Where  Afric's  mountains  tower  to  kiss  the  moon  ; 
O'er  lands  where  never  European  foot. 
Nor  war's  infernal  engines  have  essayed ; 
Beyond  the  deserts,  whitened  on  their  skirts 
With  skeletons  of  armaments  outworn. 
The  name  of  William  Wilberforce  shidl  pass. 
With  worship  of  the  true  and  living  (rod. 

One  voice  that  cried  for  years  to  God  and  man. 
Hath  found  its  echo,  England,  in  thy  heart. 
The  freedom,  and  salvation  of  a  race,—" 
Houseless,  and  friendless,  beaten  and  oppressed,-— 
Worked  out  in  tribulation,  but  in  peace— < 
His  monument  enduring,  grand  shall  be,— 
And  deathless,  when  earth's  glories,  one  by  one. 
Silently  rot  into  the  mournful  past. 
The  ransomed  soul — ^the  meek-eyed  Indian's  prayer-* 
Shall  plead  for  him,  when,  marshalled  side  by  side, 
Ungarmented,  in  stripped  and  naked  truth. 
The  great  and  little,  good  and  evil,  ^tand 
To  wait  the  judgment  of  a  righteous  God ! 
0  O,  bury  him ! — with  neither  pomp  nor  show : 

He  wills  it ; — and  the  Christian  little  needs 
Earth's  grandeurs  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 
Lay  silently,  beneath  the  simple  stone. 
His  reverend,  time-honoured  head  to  rest. 
The  laurel  twines  not  in  the  silver  hair** 
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But  neither  is  there  blood  upon  the  hand, 
Nor  stain  of  injury  to  any  man ! 
With  the  deep  blessings,  unrestrained  tears. 
Of  weeping  nations,  bear  him  to  his  grave ! 
No  cenotaph^  in  foreign  lands,  uprear : 
Heaven's  canopy  alone  contains  his  fame : 
Vain,  perishable,  worse  than  vain,  to  scrawl 
O'er  death  the  honours  paid  not  to  the  living. 
Against  the  stream  of  grasping  injury. 
He  fought  the  battle  of  the  weak, — the  just !— <- 
He  died  amid  the  freemen's  gathering  song. 
In  the  bright  morn  of  Freedom's  coming  day. 
And  fell  beneath  the  flutter  of  her  flag ! 

O,  bury  him,  the  great,  the  good,  the  just ! 
The  moral  of  his  long  life  rests  with  those 
Whose  bitter  hearts  will  rue  their  bitter  deeds. 
The  funeral  anthem  shall  resound  for  long. 
And  far,  and  wide,  o'er  mountain,  plain,  and  sea; 
Ag^nst  Oppression's  stand,  his  name  shall  be 
A  watchword,  and  a  cry  to  victory ! 
Among  the  Roman  names  mankind  revere. 
In  Fame's  broad  temple,  his  escutcheon  hangs,— 
The  rest  is  with  a  Marvell,  Hampden,  deep 
£mba]med  in  every  patriot  Briton's  heart. 
To  ages  yet  to  come,  to  brighter  times. 
Whose  radiant  sun  is  on  the  horizon. 
Commit  the  holding  of  his  memory : 
Upon  the  monumental  stone  inscribe, 
^'  Sparta  had  no  worthier  eon  than  he  /" 

M.  S.  M. 


COMMEMORATION  OF  THE  THREE  DAYS. 
Paris,  August  16,  1833. 

The  French  nation  may  be  compared  to  the  ocean,  which  throws  up 
its  most  precious  productions  only  during  a  storm.  In  the  calm  that  suc« 
ceeds,  the  treasures  disappear,  while  many  a  goodly  wreck  drifts  upon 
the  shore.  But  the  great  element,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  mischief  it  has 
done,  and  the  riches  it  has  lavished,  lies  stagnant  and  sluggish ;— its 
limits  compressed  within  moles  and  harbours,  raised  by  the  hands  of 
man; — its  fearful  bosom  traversed  with  impunity  by  a  gilded  galley, 
which  its  smallest  efforts  might  overwhelm  ;  or  fleets  of  cockboats,  such 
as  a  single  billow  would  reduce  to  nothingness. 

The  Revolution  of  1830,  has  now  eo  far  receded  into  the  past,  that 
men  are  beginning  to  look  to  its  results,  rather  than  to  its  causes  ; — ^to 
withdraw  their  ob sensation  from  the  roots  of  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  and 
examine  into  the  nature  of  the  fruit. 

'  The  Revolution  of  July  has  accomplished  but  half  its  promises  ;  its 
contracts  are  broken  ;  the  contractors  themselves  have  disappeared 
from  the  scene  of  action.     Death  has  deprived  the  nation  of  some  of  its 
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ablest  champions ;  Casimir  Perier^  Foy^  Manuel.    La  Fayette  if  in  ex. 
treme  old  age ;  Lafitte  ruined ;  and  Louis  Philippe  of  Orleans*— <?fi  the 
throne.     The  energies  of  Thiers  and  Guizot^  are  cramped  by  .the  little- 
ness of  placemanship  ;  the  Due  de  Broglie,  labours  like  the  strong  man 
at  a  fair^  with  a  hundred  weight  of  lead  attached  to  each  foot.    The  pilots 
are  gone.    Benjamin  Constant  is  no  more ;  AndrieuXj  the  Polytechnistj 
rests  from  his  labours ;  and  Beranger^  the  bard  of  regeneration,  like  a  plant 
prematurely  forced  into  blossom  by  a  gleam  of  sunshine,  has  withered 
down  to  the  earth,  to  wait  the  return  of  a  more  genial  season.     Disap. 
pointment  has  set  its  seal  upon  those  who  prepared  themselves  to  find  in 
the  Revolution  of  the  Three  Days,  the  groundwork  of  a  new  order  of 
things,  of  a  settled  aventr,  for  a  noble  and  enlightened  country.     They 
behold  the  old  gilded  lumbering  state-coach  of  the  Bourbons  4ngged 
forth  again, — revarnished  and  replenished,  to  perform  its  wonted  Jugger- 
naut over  the  necks  of  the  people.     They  hear  the  wheels  creak, — the 
coachman  swear, — the  horses  neigh  under  their  rich  caparisons, — ^the 
victims  groan  and  struggle.    Was  it  for  this  the  patriots  of  July  sur- 
rendered their  lives  to  the  country  P      Was  it  for  thu  that  those  of  the 
traitors  of  Ham  were  spared  ?     Was  it  for  th%9  that  the  unhappy  vagrants 
of  Rambouillet  were  driven,  with  rods  of  bulrushes,  from  country  to  coun- 
try ?      Alas  !    what  marvel  that  Beranger  has  broken  the  strings  of  his 
lyre  ?     ''A  man  may  survive  the  loss  of  father,  mother,  and  offspring," 
says  an  able  modern  writer  ;   ''  but  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  outlive  the  loss 
of  a  Revolution !" 

It  is  not,  however,  of  the  past  that  we  have  now  occasion  to  speak. 
Our  duty  does  not  at  present  lead  us  to  philosophize  with  the  few,  but  to 
rejoice  with  the  many.  Of  the  800,000  inhabitants  of  Paris,  if  one  thou- 
sand have  been  recently  engrossed  by  the  erection  of  those  bulwarks  of 
despotism,  the  forts  of  the  suburbs,  the  remaining  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand,  have  cried  '^  Du  pain  et  des  spectaclee  !"  "  Com- 
memorate the  dead  by  a  distribution  of  sausages  and  hot  rolls  at  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  and  a  display  of  tumblers  and  rope  dancers  in  the  Champs  Elysees. 
Since  Napoleon's  time,  we  have  forgotten  the  smell  of  powder : — give  us 
fireworks.  Since  Napoleon's  time,  we  hear  no  more  of  fleets  of  flat-bot- 
tomed boats : — give  us  sham  fights  on  the  Seine ;  take  Vigiers'  baths  by 
storm ;  and  bombard  the  Morgue.  Why  grub  and  burrow  in  the  sands 
of  Egypt,  for  the  granite  skeletons  of  departed  centuries  ?  Build  us  up 
an  obelisk  of  oil-cloth  !  Why  labour  in  the  duck-yards  of  Cherbourg  to 
conalniet  vessels  of  the  line  ?  Build  us  in  the  Frog  Port  of  the  Quai 
d'Ortay,  a  three-decker  of  latii  and  plaster ; — an  amphibious  man-of- 
war,-*«  vessel  of  the  line — (of  march  ;)  ou  il  n'y  a  pas  d  balancer  ;— 
where  (one  deck  on  Seine,  and  one  on  land)  we  may  play  the  Triton 
•mong  the  minnows." 

^'  Je  ne  desire  pas  mieux"  replies  the  citizen  king  of  civil  lists  and  po- 
litical persecutions.  "  You  have  turned  off  the  engineers  from  my  for- 
iressei.  They  want  work  as  much  as  you  want  recreation.  You  shall 
have  Chinese  pavilions  in  the  Champs  Elysees,  and  orchestras  in  the  re- 
flervoirs  of  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries ;  you  ^all  have  pillars  and  posts 
of  all  siies  and  dimensions  in  all  parts  of  the  city ;  some  to  bear  inscrip- 
tioa  of  the  imperial  victories,  some  of  my  own ; — some  to  the  memory  of 
the  victims  of  July  ; — some  to  the  memory  of  Valmy  and  Jemmappes* 
It  is  true  that  the  name  of  '^  un  homme  de  Juiliet"  counter-signed  on  a 
memorial  or  petition  by  my  ministers  of  the  Home  Department,  has  been 
aotine  enough  to  throw  it. aside  any  time  these  two  years  ;  but  funeral 


Commemorcttionofthe  Three  Days^  749 

nuMses  flliall  now  be  celebrated  in  tbeir  bonour,  and  the  cries  of  their 
orphans  shall  be  drowned  in  the  trumpets  and  shawms  of  our  military  sym- 
phonies. We  will  marry,  at  our  royal  and  municipal  expense,  a  dozen  of 
their  sons  and  daughters,  lest  the  race  of  patriots,  like  that  of  golden 
pippins,  should  be  lost  to  the  country;  and  my  own  sons  and  daughters,  the 
dtizen-princes  and  princesses,  for  whom  you  provide  lords  and  ladies-in. 
waiting,  shall  dance  at  the  wedding."  Thus  spake  the  Chef  de  VEtat ; 
and  the  people  responded  '^  Amen, — so  be  it." — "  The  old  dynasty  estab- 
lished the  seminaires  of  Jesuits  with  one  hand,  and  shut  up  Ecouen  with 
the  other.  The  new  dynasty  threaten  to  suppress  the  Hotel  des  Inva- 
lides,  with  its  three  thousand  veteran  pensioners  ;  but  they  marry  fifteen 
young  couples,  and  pay  for  the  wedding  dinner.  Vive  le  Rot  !  Let  us 
celebrate  the  Revolution  of  the  Three  Days." 

But  the  heterogeneous  assembly  which  we  generalize  under  the  name 
of  '*  Government,"  was  not  wholly  composed  of  Bourbons ;  and  it  natu- 
rally occurred  to  some  of  the  least  stupid  among  the  Ministers,  that 
although  the  Parisians  are  *'  contented  wi'  little,  and  canty  wi'  mair," 
in  the  way  of  festivity,  the  nations  and  languages  of  Europe  might  find 
cause  for  contempt  in  mummeries  such  as  those  projected  by  the  King, 
to  form  the  commemoration  of  a  National  Revolution.  The  statue  of 
Napoleon  was  already  hot  from  the  furnance.  Funds  for  the  erection  of 
warehouses  for  bonded  goods,  of  a  new  bridge,  of  a  gallery  of  natural 
history — had  been  voted  by  the  Cliambers.  A  solemn  inauguration  of 
the  imperial  effigy  would  propitiate  the  many :  the  foundation  of  useful 
and  scientific  institutions,  gratify  the  few.  A  grand  review  of  the 
national  guards  and  the  line  would  serve  to  surround  the  throne  with 
an  effective  force,  and  figure  handsomely  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  And 
thus  was  concocted  the  programme  oitYie  fetes  of  July,  1833  ! 

On  the  37th,  accordingly — the  day  devoted  to  commemoration  of  the 
dead — ^the  lungs  of  the  officiating  priests,  the  pipes  of  the  officiating 
organs,  and  the  iron  tongues  of  the  officiating  batteries,  were  prepared 
for  action.  Masses  and  military  symphonies  were  performed  alternately 
in  all  the  churches  of  the  capital ;  and  spectral-looking  monuments,  com- 
posed of  black  boards,  striped  after  a  ghastly  fashion  with  white  paint, 
were  set  up  on  the  various  spots  consecrated  to  the  interment  of  the 
victims.  The  effect  was  precisely  that  of  an  ill-acted  pantomime,  ad- 
dressed to  the  most  vulgar  of  minds.  The  memory  of  the  heroes  of 
July  could  be  fitly  honoured  only  by  the  abrogation  of  the  abuses  they 
died  to  suppress,  and  the  restoration  of  the  principles  they  died  to  sup- 
port. Yet  here  and  there,  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  a  monument, 
erected  to  some  solitary  victim  by  his  surviving  friends,  attracted  com. 
miseration ;  while  neither  the  black  draperies,  nor  the  thumping  of  the 
military  organists,  nor  the  tombs  of  painted  wood,  tended  to  affect  the 
minds  of  the  spectators  with  reverence  or  gratitude  towards  the  royal 
commemorator  of  the  modern  Thermopylae.  From  the  sublime  to  the 
ridiculous — from  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  to  the  booths  of  the  Champs 
Elys^es — it  was  but  a  step.  ''  Y-avoitM  des  tiens,  mon  voUin  f  was 
whispered  beside  the  Pont  d'Arcole,  drest  out  for  the  occasion  with  gar- 
lands of  laurel  and  everlastings ;  and  soon  followed  by  *'  Qui  veut  voir 
la  heUe  et  unique  gSante  Italienne  ;  sept  pieds  huit pouces  de  hauteur,  sane 
ehaussons  ni  socques  f"  While  minute-guns  were  fired  from  the  tempo 
rary  batteries  of  the  Seine  during  the  Messes  des  marts,  tabors  and 
pipes  announcing  raree-shows,  the  twanging  of  guitars,  the  squeaking  of 
fifes^  the  popping  of  petards,  the  whizzing  of  frying-pans,  the  roaring  of 
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wild-beftstfl,  the  gabbling  of  Punchinello^  the  crying  of  chHdren  and 
gingerbread,  the  scolding,  screeching,  swearing,  blaspheming,  of  men, 
women,  and  police,  were  heard  on  all  sides  in  the  Champs  Elysees.  Such 
were  the  diversions  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  patriots  of  July. 

The  morrow  morning,  the  memorable  28th,  presented  a  nobler  picture ; 
for  it  was  consecrated  to  the  name  of  Napoleon — ^the  man  who  ndsed  the 
blazing  torch  of  glory  so  high  into  the  clouds  that  the  upraised  eyes  of 
his  subjects  lost  sight  of  the  miseries  by  which  they  were  surrounded — 
who  caused  the  vessel  of  the  State  to  float  so  smoothly  and  gallantly 
upon  its  sea  of  blood,  that  the  mariners  thought  only  of  the  promised 
harbour,  nor  cared  for  the  colour  of  the  current,  or  the  number  of 
corpses  over  which  it  ebbed  and  flowed  !  The  weather  of  the  28th  was 
most  auspicious^-cloudy,  but  enlivened  with  frequent  gleams  of  sunshine. 
The  troops,  to  the  number  of  85,000  men,  were  astir  in  the  capital  at 
an  early  hour — the  national  guard  forming  a  line  on  one  side  the  Boule- 
vards, the  troops  of  the  line  on  the  other ;  and,  after  parading  this  bril- 
liant line  of  two  miles  in  extent,  Louis  Philippe  and  his  sons,  followed  by 
a  staff  of  one  hundred  officers,  comprising  the  noblest  names  in  France, 
proceeded  to  the  Place  Vendome  for  the  great  event  of  the  day — ^the 
inauguration  of  Napoleon's  statue. 

The  Place  Vendome,  created  by  Louis  XV.  to  afford  domiciles  for  hit 
/ermiers  gineraua,  is  probably  the  most  uniform  as  well  as  noblest  sample 
of  domestic  architecture  to  be  found  in  any  capital  of  Europe.  No 
worthier  area  could  have  been  found  for  that  exquisite  monument,  the 
Napoleon  column, — the  only  trophy  executed  with  sufficient  grandeur  and 
solidity  to  resist  the  ungrateful  fickleness  of  the  French  towards  the 
mighty  conqueror  whom  their  incense  intoxicated  to  his  ruin.  The 
bronze  column  of  the  Place  Vendome,  the  product  of  the  gleanings  of 
many  a  field  of  battle,  would  have  been  levelled  to  the  dust  by  the 
Parisian  populace,  to  flatter  the  mean  envy  of  the  Bourbons,  had  it  not 
been  so  firm  in  its  construction  as  to  outlive  the  storm,  and  afford  to  a 
Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  France  a  future  instrument  of  flattery  to  the 
Parisian  populace.  Not  content,  however,  with  their  glorious  monu. 
ment,  they  must  needs  defile  its  simplicity  with  all  the  meretricious 
accessions  that  false  taste  could  devise.  On  the  day  of  the  inaugura- 
tion, the  pillar  of  brass  was  encompassed  with  twelve  demi-columns  of 
jMiinted  paper,  each  being  surmounted  with  a  gilt  paper  ball  and  spike ! 
The  pedestal  was  hung  round  with  festoons  of  artificial  flowers,  wrought 
about  in  divers  colours  ;  the  gallery  surrounding  the  summit  crowned 
with  a  profusion  of  tri-coloured  flags,  like  a  booth  at  a  fair ;  and  the 
statue  itself  enshrouded  in  a  mysterious  mantle  of  green,  dotted  over 
with  golden  stars.  Yet,  in  spite  of  these  scenic  decorations,  the  column, 
the  square,  the  mounted  municipnl  guard  by  which  the  populace  was 
kept  at  bay,  the  rows  of  windows  lined  with  groups  of  the  most  elegant 
women  in  Paris,  the  decorated  tribunes  set  apart  for  the  Queen  and 
Princesses,  and,  above  all,  the  veterans  of  the  Garde  Imperiale  and 
Mameluke  brigade,  who  had  re-assumed  their  well-preserved  uniforms,  in 
honour  of  the  new  day  and  their  old  master — formed  a  highly  interesting 
spectacle.  At  the  moment  when  Louis  Philippe  and  his  military  caval- 
cade placed  themselves  in  a  semicircle  opposite  the  column,  with  un- 
covered  heads  and  anxious  faces,  while  at  the  signal  of  Monsieur  Thiers 
(the  historian  of  the  Revolution)  the  mantle  fell  from  the  statue,  amid 
the  shouts  of  the  multitude,  the  rolling  of  drums,  the  clapping  of 
hands,   and  the   scarcely  audible   strains   of  '*  La  Parisienne," — not 
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a  person  present  but  must  have  felt  awed  by  the  consciousnesg  that 
he  wa9  witnessing  a  grand  historical  ceremony — a  feat  for  the  ad- 
miration of  posterity !  Nothing  could  exceed  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
^ectators.  Thousands  of  faces  were  upturned  towards  the  statue ; 
as  if  to  witness  the  unexpected  rising  of  a  worshipped  star^  long  set 
in  darkness.  Many  present  were  in  tears, — many  in  ecstacies, — all 
in  a  state  of  the  highest  excitement.  But  such  is  the  versatility  of 
the  French,  that  no  sooner  had  the  King  put  on  his  hat,  the  Queen 
laid  aside  her  pocket  handkerchief,  and  the  Princesses  their  smelling 
bottles ;  no  sooner  was  the  broken.winded  band  of  the  first  legion  of 
National  Guards  heard  at  a  distance,  and  the  white  aprons  and  black 
beards  of  the  Sapeurs  seen  entering  the  square,  than  the  Emperor,  his 
victories,  and  his  sufferings,  were  forgotten,  as  much  as  if  he  had  never 
lived,  and  never  died.  The  statue  stood  alone  with  its  glory :  the  hearts 
of  the  multitude  were  elsewhere.  "  Merciful  powers  !  look  at  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  the  banlieue !"  cried  the  Parisians.  ''  Whcit  figures  ! 
Some  with  uniforms — some  without ;  some  carrying  arms  to  the  statue 
—some  to  the  King ;  some  taking  snufF — some  crying,  '  Down  with  the 
fortresses  V  What  a  set !  Ah  !  there  is  my  shoemaker  !  The  fat  man 
is  my  father's  grocer.  Mon  Dieu,  mon  Dieu  !  sonUiU  drdles !  c'est 
unique" 

But  if  ''  drole"  in  detail,  all  notion  of  the  burlesque  was  lost  when 
fifty  thousand  citizens  in  arms  had  successively  presented  themselves 
before  the  King ;  all,  or  nearly  all,  vociferous  in  their  expressions  of 
loyalty  to  his  person,  and  attachment  to  constitutional  monarchy.  Both 
Carlist  and  Republican  must  have  felt  that  they  had  nothing  further  to 
hope  from  the  Bourgeoisie  of  Paris.  The  love  of  order  and  the  egotism 
of  the  commercial  classes  were  ascendant.  The  bonnetier  remembered 
how  long  his  stock  of  liouemeries  had  remained  on  hand  after  the  last 
Revolution.  The  perfumer,  the  coachmaker,  the  mercer,  recollected 
that  luxury,  the  virtue  of  courts,  becomes  criminal  in  a  republic.  What 
matters  it  to  such  men  that  the  journalist  who  supplies  him  with  the 
news  which  sweetens  his  morning  and  evening  coffee,  is  thrust  into  a 
prison  for  having  garnished  that  news  with  a  commentary  ?  "  Les 
delit*  politiques, — ceia  ne  nous  regarde  pas!*'  exclaimed  the  fat  corporals 
of  the  National  Guard  ;  and  "  Five  le  Roi  quand  meme  !**  burst  anew 
from  the  lips  of  men  who  were  called  together  to  solemnize  the  advent 
of  Liberty ! 

So  soon  as  the  vast  army  of  the  capital  could  be  disposed  of,  (the  cere- 
monial of  passing  in  review  occupying  nine  tedious  hours,J  his  Majesty 
exhibited  once  more  his  rubicund  visage  and  double  chin  to  the  crowd, 
and  made  off,  as  Bourbons  for  centuries  past  have  been  fond  of  doing, 
to  the  dinner  table  at  the  Tuileries.  In  gratitude  for  the  excess  of  pipe- 
clay and  loyalty  displayed  at  the  review,  the  colonels  of  the  various 
regiments  were  invited  to  dine  with  the  King  ;  and  away  went  the  royal 
carriages,  the  mob  huzzaing  lustily  for  the  Queen  in  her  blue  gown,  the 
Princess  Marie  in  her  pink  gown,  and  all  the  little  princes  and  princesses, 
after  their  kind,  down  to  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  in  his  bobtail  mid- 
shipman's jacket ! 

But  while  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons  sat  down  to  dinner  with  the 
King,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  were  crushed  together  in  a  crowd 
that  filled  the  Champs  Elysees,  and  gardens  of  the  TuiWries,  in  the 
hope  of  hearing  a  concert  performed  by  five  hundred  musicians  in  the 
open  air.  Such  music  well  deserved  to  be  called  the  music  of  the  spheres  ; 
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for  unless  It  happened  to  be  audible  among  tbe  stars,  the  two  thousand 
guineas  expended  upon  it  were  wholly  thrown  away.  Scarcely  a  note 
reached  the  auditors,  except  those  put  forth  in  a  roll  of  two  hundred 
drums  which  formed  the  overture;  and  the  chorus  of  the  "Marseillaise^ 
repeated  by  fifty  thousand  voices.  Immediately  after  the  failure  of  the 
concert,  the  sham  ship  of  the  line  was  taken  by  storm  in  a  sham  fight ; 
and  blown  up  in  a  bouquet  of  tri-coloured  rockets.  Fireworks  were 
exhibited  on  the  bridge  of  the  Chambre  des  Deputes,  which,  like  other 
explosions  connected  with  that  theatre  of  eloquence,  made  much  noise, 
and  produced  more  smoke  than  fire.  The  grand  piece,  intended  to  repre. 
sent  the  statue  and  the  column,  was  as  fairly  extinguished  as  if  it  had 
been  covered  with  one  of  Monsieur  Dupin's  orations. 

The  foUowing  morning  was  devoted  by  the  King  to  laying  the  foun. 
dation  of  new  institutions,  for  his  sons  and  grandsons  to  suppress,  at 
some  future  epoch,  as  superfluous  ;  and  Guizot,  the  ex-editor,  now  Mi. 
nister  of  Public  Instruction,  made  a  long  speech  on  the  interests  of  science; 
under  a  vertical  sun,  which  all  but  melted  the  statues  of  Buffon  and 
Cuvier.  Under  the  same  ardent  influence  a  perpetual  combat  was  kept 
up  by  the  flotilla  on  the  Seine  ;  more  bread  and  more  sausages  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  people ;  gratuitous  representations  of  classical  dramas, 
from  Moliere  and  Racine,  down  to  the  aristocratic  drivelling  of  Scribe,  took 
place  at  all  the  theatres  ; — and  at  a  ball  and  banquet  given  by  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  (once  so  celebrated  for  its  gifts  of  guillotines  and  lanternes,)  to 
the  brides  and  bridegrooms  married  at  the  expense  of  the  municipality, 
the  King  and  Queen  once  more  addressed  their  courtesies  to  the  capti- 
vation  of  the  people.  Their  Majesties  bowed — the  princes  and  princesses 
danced — and  the  inheritors  of  the  patriotism  of  July  1830  admitted  them, 
selves  to  be  highly  honoured  by  such  prodigious  condescension.  Some 
among  them,  perhaps,  lamented  that  the  good  old  Prince  de  Conde  should 
have  hanged  himself  so  effectually  and  so  opportunely,  as  to  deprive 
them  of  another  offset  of  legitimacy  on  which  to  lavish  their  adoration. 

Thus  ended  the  Festival  of  the  Three  Days!  On  the  morrow,  nothing 
was  left  but  a  few  tawdry  pavilions  of  coloured  paper,  a  few  faded  gar- 
lands of  laurel.  The  swings  and  merry  go-rounds  were  at  a  stand  still. 
The  frying-pans  had  ceased  to  fry,  and  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  gesticulate.  The  Mats  de  Cocagne  struck  their  flags ;  and  no- 
thing was  heard  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  but  the  croaking  of  frogs  un- 
der her  lee  scuppers.  The  paper  cannons  in  the  Plac^  Vendome  had  taken 
fire,  and  were  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  and  the  temporary  tombs  demolished, 
plank  by  plank.  No  token  of  the  patriotic  festival  was  left,  except  in  a 
few  lads  of  the  Ecole  Poly  technique  confined  in  the  guard-house,  and  a  few 
long  bills  lying  loose  on  the  bureau  of  the  new  Prefet  de  la  Seine.  If  a 
little  money  was  circulated  on  the  occasion,  we  rejoice  with  the  shop- 
keepers of  a  nation,  which  disdains  to  be  thought  a  nation  houtiquiere  ; 
but  if  the  public  taste  was  really  consulted  in  the  ordering  of  these  pub- 
lic rejoicings,  we  cannot  congratulate  constitutional  France  upon  her 
refinement,  any  more  than  enfranchised  France  upon  her  gratitude. 
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BV  JAMES  BOADEir^  ESQ. 

Mbs.  IircHBALD^  take  her  all  in  all^  was^  by  her  character  and  genius 
the  most  remarkable  Englishwoman  of  a  remarkable  period.  She  was 
the  friend  of  Godwin,  Holcroft,  and  John  Kemble ;  and  is  seen  at  this 
distance  as  the  "  bright  peculiar  star"  in  that  constellation  of  female 
genius  which  illustrated  the  closing  years  of  the  last  century,  and  shed 
a  farewell  radiance  on  the  dawning  of  the  present.  There  is  pleasure  in 
dwelling  on  the  names  of  these  lights — the  lesser  and  the  greater :  Anne 
Radcliffe,  Johanna  Baillie,  Mary  Wolstoncroft,  Harriet  and  Sophia  Lee, 
Charlotte  Smith,  Letitia  Barbauld,  Mrs.  Hunter,  Amelia  Opie — in  ways 
how  different ! — Hannah  More,  and  the  unfortunate  Mary  Robinson ; 
and,  first  in  the  brilliant  cluster,  Elizabeth  Inchbald.  Our  blue-stock- 
ing ladies  have  disappeared  as  rapidly  as  our  great  poets.  But  Mrs. 
Inchbald  was  never  a  blue-stocking,  save  in  a  single  night  of  her  eccen- 
tric life,  at  a  masquerade,  when  dressing  the  assumed  character  cost 
her  nothing.  Her  garbled  Confessions — for  we  refuse  the  name  of  Me- 
moirs to  Mr.  Boaden's  piece  of  patched  work — forms  the  most  important 
addition  lately  made  to  those  rare  and  valuable  books  which  teach  men 
and  women  to  know  themselves,  by  displaying  before  them,  unveiled,  the 
real  workings  of  a  noble  and  powerful,  but  still  a  merely  human,  and  a 
female  nature. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Boaden's  book,  was  an  uneducated  country  girl,  a 
strolling^  actress,  early  left  to  her  own  guidance,  and  endowed  with  the 
gift,  so  perilous  in  her  condition,  of  great  personal  beauty,  who  achieved 
for  herself  fame  and  fortune,  and  established  a  reputation  for  genius  and 
talent  which  this  memoir  proves  were  surpassed  by  moral  greatness ;  by 
the  magnanimity,  candour,  and  independence  of  her  mind  ;  and  by  her 
singular  goodness  of  heart.  Yet  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  no  impossible  piece 
of  perfection  ;  she  had  faults  enough,  and  to  spare ;  some  of  them  the 
offspring  of  her  virtues.  With  her  acute  intellect,  and  fine  genius,  were 
combined  even  to  excess,  the  qualities  of  a  very  woman.  She  was  largely 
endowed  with  all  the  instincts  of  the  sex;  its  thousand  vagaries,  caprices; 
its  genius  for  coquetry ;  love  of  admiration ;  and  the  romance,  gene- 
rosity, caution,  frankness,  sensibility,  timidity,  and  daringness  which 
distinguish  woman. 

Accident  made  the  social  discipline  of  this  lady  a  tolerably  fair  expe- 
riment of  what  a  female  may  be  made  who  shares  in  manly  education. 
We  mean  that  education  which  commences  when  the  spelling-book  is 
closed,  and  is  carried  forward  by  the  actual  business,  and  the  buffetings 
and  conflicts  of  life.  Seventy  years  since,  the  boys  and  girls  of  a  small 
Suffolk  farm  must  have  been  trained  exactly  alike  ;  and  Mr.  Boa- 
den's  heroine  never  was  at  any  school,  nor  received  any  education, 
save  English  reading,  picked  up  in  some  furtive  way.  From  this 
position  she  passed  to  the  stage,  where  there  is  a  complete  break- 
ing down  of  the  thin  party-walls  which,  in  humble  life,  separate 
the  arena  in  which  the  sexes  are  trained,  and  an  entire  levelling 
of  aU  those  bulwarks  by  which  our  social  forms  protect  and  seques- 
ter women  of  higher  station,  shutting  them  up  alike  from  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  of  evil.  If  there  be  originally  no  essential  difference  in  the 
mental  and  moral  nature  of  the  sexes ;  if  man,  the  Bread- Winner^  be  not 


754  Memoirs  qfMrs,  Inckbald. 

always  inherently  different  from  woman,  whether  the  thrifty  manager,  or 
the  graceful  dispenser  of  the  Bread,  then  ought  there  to  have  been  no 
distinction  between  the  tastes  and  tendencies  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  and  those 
of  her  male  friends.  But  there  was  wide  distinction,  though  no  fairer 
experiment  in  training  could,  as  society  is  constituted,  have  been  made. 
The  result  was  a  noble,  self-relying  character,  and  a  high-toned  consistent 
morality,  but,  we  hesitate  to  say  it,  a  not  very  amiable  woman.  For  this, 
her  domestic  and  social  position  were  more  in  fault  than  her  peculiar 
training.  Mrs.  Inchbald,  a  youthful  beauty,  with  a  high -spirit,  and  the 
requisite  share  of  vanity,  had  hardly  done  wrangling  with  the,  respectable, 
but  unsuitable  gentleman  whom  she  rashly  married,  and  taken  to 
that  habit  of  living  well  with  him  which,  with  two-thirds  of  the 
world,  forms  the  useful  substitute  of  empassioned  affection,  when  she 
was  left  a  childless  widow.  It  does  not  appear  that,  though  an  affec. 
tionate  and  most  liberal  and  dutiful  relation,  she  ever  loved  any  one, 
as  happier  women  love ;  or  that  any  portion  of  her  lonely,  though  active 
life,  was  spent  under  the  sweet  influences  of  an  entirely  confiding  and 
relying  sympathy  with  those  among  whom  she  moved.  Failing  the 
natural  charities,  she  found  their  substitute  among  the  beings  of  imagi- 
nation, and  wedded  Dorrifort,  and  loved  with  Agnes  Primrose  and  Re- 
becca. But  the  most  creative  and  subtle  imagination  cannot,  from  ideal 
abstractions,  draw  the  humanizing  uses  of  the  real  beings  of  one's  own 
heart,  who  may  be  kissed  and  chided,  frowned  at  and  wept  over,  sinned 
against  and  pardoned  for  sinning.  Her  womanly  education  was  never 
completed ;  and  so  far  the  experiment  is  not  fair.  As  it  was,  she  showed 
with  equal  genius,  and  under  greater  difficulty,  ten  times  the  common 
sense  of  most  of  her  literary  brethren ;  and  enjoyed  and  dispensed  far 
more  social  happiness. 

The  materials  out  of  which  Mr.  Boaden  has  constructed  this  memoir 
are  a  diary  kept  by  Mrs.  Inchbald  from  girlhood,  with  candour  and  fide- 
lity unequalled  in  autobiography  ;  above  two  hundred  of  her  letters,  and 
a  mass  of  miscellaneous  information  about  herself  and  her  associates, 
which  he  w^as  the  very  man  to  gather  and  store.  At  first  glance,  Mr. 
Boaden's  book  is,  we  own,  exceedingly  provoking.  It  seems  a  mere 
higgledy-piggledy  hodge-podge,  composed  of  the  most  heterogenous  in- 
gredients, with  here  and  there  a  morsel  of  what  you  have  been  promised 
and  are  in  search  of.  On  a  second  survey  a  sort  of  order  begins  to  arise 
from  the  chaos ;  but  it  takes  a  third  inspection  before  one  discovers  the 
key  to  Mr.  Boaden's  cypher,  and  finds  that  he  has  attempted,  after  a 
fashion  all  his  own,  and  by  a  sort  of  chronological  arrangement,  a  strange 
running  commentary  on  Mrs  Inchbald's  fifty  years'  recordof  her  singular  ]  if Oj 
making  her  entries  a  series  of  pegs  on  which  to  hang  anecdotes,  quotations, 
puns,  puzzles,  guesses,  sly  hints,  smart  retorts,  and  a  few  specimens  of  what, 
considering  the  source  whence  it  emanates,  may  fairly  be  called  innocent 
malic«>.  ''  Motley  is  )*our  only  wear,"  with  Mr.  Boaden.  He  labours  under 
the  St.  Vitus'  Dance ;  and  is  evidently,  because  of  his  infirmity,  unable  to 
approach  any  object  directly,  or  to  perform  the  simplest  action  without  a 
variety  of  preliminary  grimaces,  nods,  winks,  and  contortions,  and  comic 
twitcbings  of  the  face,  for  which  he  need  not  be  blamed,  since  he  cannot 
help  it.  Once  this  stage  is  got  over,  he  often  goes  on  tolerably  well ; 
and  his  very  slovenliness,  we  suspect,  has  done  more  for  those  who  would 
see  the  real  Mrs.  Inchbald,  with  her  blemishes  as  well  as  her  beauties 
about  her,  than  might  have  been  accomplished  by  fifty  cleverer  ''  dress- 
ers."   If  he  lays  a  horrible  daub  of  rouge  on  one  cheek,  he  forgets,  and 
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blunders  on^  and  leaves  the  other  of  the  natural  colour.  The  picture  is^ 
indeed^  true  likeness^  though  the  dress  and  accessories  are  in  bad  taste. 
He  has  not  marred  the  finer  features  and  nobler  proportions  he  found 
in  his  subject ;  all  the  rest  is  pardonable^  and  we  go  on  with  him  swim- 
mingly. 

Elizabeth  Simpson^  afterwards  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  born  at  the  farm  of 
Standingfield^  near  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  the  15th  October^  1753.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  only  eight  years  of  age,  leaving  her  mother  with 
a  numerous  family^  and  in  circumstances  far  from  opulent.  The  family 
were  Catholics^  in  which  faith  Mrs.  Inchbald  lived  and  died.  Her  reli- 
gious practice,  though  not  strict^  was  more  regular  than  her  belief  was 
steady  and  orthodox. 

The  girls  of  the  Simpson  family  were  distinguished  for  beauty — Saxon 
beauty — ^the  beauty  tradition  ascribes  to  fair  Rosamond  and  Jane  Shore: 
golden  tresses,  and  the  charming  and  harmonious  features,  with  the 
dazzlingly  fair  and  delicate  complexions  of  English  girls.  Elizabeth  had 
a  considerable  hesitation  or  impediment  in  her  speech,  which  made  her 
utterance  so  indistinct  that  she  early  shunned  society,  and  found  her 
amusement  in  books.  She  never  attended  any  school ;  and^  from  the 
report  given  of  her  slovenly  manuscripts  and  very  deficient  orthography, 
which,  with  whity-brown  paper,  long  frightened  theatrical  managers  from 
her  first  dramatic  pieces^  it  appears  that  she  made  no  great  proficiency  in 
the  merely  mechanical  parts  of  education.  Mr.  Boaden  thinks  it  singular 
that^  though  she  shunned  company  she  longed  to  see  the  world ;  or,  in' 
other  words>  that^  tired  of  the  monotony  and  of  the  dull  and  narrow 
realities  of  Standingfield,  she  should  indulge  the  more  readily  the  long- 
ings of  a  very  young,  adventurous,  and  imaginative  girl  to  reach  those 
regions  of  splendour  and  romance  which  London  has  prefigured  to  so 
many  youthful  minds.  There  seems,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  to 
have  been  a  more  familiar  intercourse  with  players,  between  Standing- 
field  and  the  Bury  and  Norwich  theatres,  Uian  is  usual  between  the 
boards  and  a  well-regulated  English  farm-house.  Elizabeth's  first 
romantic  girlish  passion  seems  to  have  been  for  Mr.  GrifiSths,  the  Nor- 
wich manager,  and  probably  the  first  man  of  his  own  stage.  To  this 
gentleman  she  secretly  applied,  in  her  seventeenth  year,  for  an  engage- 
ment ;  for  now  her  long-cherished  purpose  was  fixed  to  see  the  world, 
and  to  be  an  actress.  Her  application  was  fortunately  fruitless.  Mr. 
Boaden,  who  is  a  prodigious  discoverer  of  such  minute  objects  as  mare's 
nests,  and  something  of  a  wag  withal,  just  hints,  in  his  own  facetious 
way,  that  he  '^has  a  strong  suspicion  our  Rosalind  had  a  juvenile 
passion  for  this  gentleman,"  knowing  that  she  had  stolen  his  picture ; 
and  having  first  read  in  her  pocket-book  the  name  of  the  hero,  GrifiSths, 
entered  in  separate  letters,  with  the  significant  commentary — "  Each 
dear  letter  of  thy  name  is  harmony"  Mr.  Boaden  facetiously  remarks, 
that  it  may  be  so  in  Wales,  but  has  his  own-  doubts  as  to  other  places. 

About  this  time,  George  Simpson,  the  brother  of  Elizabeth,  went  upon 
the  stage,  in  which  profession  he  never  attained  even  mediocrity ;  and  his. 
conversation  and  example  probably  stimulated  his  sister,  who  was  now  left 
alone  at  Standingfield,  the  other  daughters  being  all  married.  In  April 
1772,  Mr.  Boaden's  heroine  took  the  adventurous  step  that  ultimately 
decided  her  fortunes.  She  ran  away  to  London  without  the  knowledge 
of  her  mother,  and  with  a  design  of  going  upon  the  stage.  She  had 
already  seen  the  metropolis,  when  on  a  visit  to  her  married  sisters ;  but 
at  this  time  she  avoided  them ;  and^  after  a  series  of  adventures^  with 
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which  many  marvels  and  much  romance  have  been  interwoven^  she^  in  S 
very  few  days,  made  her  arrival  known  to  her  relations.  On  her 
former  visit  she  had  received  pointed  attentions  from  Mr.  Inchbald>  a 
respectable  comedian  of  middle  ag^e^  and  they  had  for  a  time  corresponded. 
These  attentions  were  now  renewed  ;  and,  while  labouring  with  all  her 
might  to  obtain  a  stage  engagement,  she,  without  anything  resembling 
affection  or  exclusive  preference,  accepted  his  addresses ;  and  in  a  little 
month  became  his  wife.  Her  independent  character  and  natural 
shrewdness  breaks  strongly  out  in  the  first  of  her  published  letters, 
which  is  an  answer  to  her  admirer,  Mr.  Inchbald,  and  written  in  her 
eighteenth  year.  After  a  few  airs,  allowable  to  a  young  beauty  in  love 
with  one  man,  and  addressing  another  verging  on  forty  for  whom  she 
cared  not  one  straw,  she  says, 

^  I  find  you  have  leen  my  thoughts  on  marriage ;  but,  as  you  desirs  it,  I  will  re- 
peat them.  In  spite  of  your  eloquent  pen,  matrimony  still  appears  to  me  with  leas 
charms  than  terrors :  the  bliss  arising  from  it,  I  doubt  not,  is  superior  to  any  other-^ 
hut  best  not  to  be  ventured  for  (in  my  opinion)  till  some  little  time  have  proved  the 
emptiness  of  all  other ;  which  it  seldom  fails  to  do.  But  to  enter  into  marriage  with 
the  least  reluctance,  as  fearing  you  are  going  to  sacrifice  part  of  your  time,  must  be 
greatly  imprudent :  fewer  unhappy  matches  1  think  would  be  occasioned,  if  ftwer 
persons  were  guilty  of  this  indiscretion, — an  indiscretion  that  shocks  me^  and  which 
I  hope  Heaven  will  ever  preseiTe  me  from ;  as  must  be  your  wish,  if  the  regard  you 
have  professed  for  me  be  really  mine.** 

It  is  evident  that  her  passion  for  the  stage  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  her  violent  love  for  the  stage-manager  :  yet  she  had 
scarcely  ever  spoken  to  this  enviable  and  insensible  Mr.  Griffiths,  though, 
during  the  festivities  of  Bury  Fair,  on  the  previous  year,  she  had  dili- 
gently courted  opportunities  of  advancing  her  double  interests  ;  and  fail- 
ing, had  returned  to  Standingfield,  *'  unhappy,  and  very  unhappy." 

"  The  web  of  life  is  of  mingled  yarn,"  says  one  great  authority ;  and 
another,  the  philosopher  Sancho  Panza  we  believe,  that  most  people 
are  neither  to  be  painted  with  black  nor  wliite,  but  with  good  brown 
ochre.  Mrs.  Inchbald's  girlish  pocket-book,  which  much  oftener 
rises  up  to  do  honour  to  her  sincerity  and  honesty  than  in  judgment 
against  her,  contains  the  following  notices  : — *'  1772,  January  22d. 
Saw  Mr.  Griffiths'  picture ;  28th,  ttole  it ;  29<A,  rather  disappointed  at 
not  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr.  Inchbald."  Next  month  she  went  to 
Bury,  and  clandestinely  to  Norwich^  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Griffiths,  probably  soliciting  an  engagement  from  various  motives.  She 
reached  Norwich  at  seven  in  the  evening,  and  left  it  at  twelve.  On  the 
4th  March  she  wrote  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  received  on  the  20th  an 
answer  which  *'  distracted  her ;"  packed  up  her  clothes  on  the  10th 
April ;  eloped  to  London ;  and  by  the  10th  of  June  was,  as  we  have  seen, 
Mrs.  Inchbald.  Mr.  Boaden  who  takes  good  care  not  to  let  us  know  no 
more  of  the  lady  than  he  sees  fit,  says,  it  appears  from  her  Diary,  that 
she  never,  in  after  life,  saw  her  first  fiame  with  indifference. 

It  is,  we  think,  conclusive  against  the  profession  of  an  actor,  that  no 
respectable  pLiyer,  however  successful,  ever  wished  his  son  or  daughter 
to  follow  his  vocation.  It  is  felt  enough  to  sacrifice  one  generation  to 
the  caprice  of  the  public  in  this  degraded  caste.  Why  it  is  degraded  is 
not  our  present  inquiry.  These  memoirs  afford  abundant  evidence  both 
of  its  dangers  and  degradations ;  to  women  especially.  Mrs.  Inchbald 
was  too  pure-minded  ever  to  be  prudish ;  her  profession  set  her  above 
all  false  and  some  true  delicacy;  and  she  was  of  a  character  too 
haughty  and  too  sincere  for  any  kind  of  affectation.    For  more  than 
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twenty  years  of  her  life  her  position  on  the  stage,  and  her  great  perso- 
nal beauty  exposed  her  to  insult^Jwhich,  we  fear,  she  came  at  last  to 
consider  very  much  as  a  thing  of  course.  Though  she  repelled  the  out- 
rage, she  generally  accepted  the  implied  homage  to  her  beauty  and  at- 
tractions with  considerable  complacency. 

On  coming  to  London  she  formed  the  design  of  appearing  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Miranda,  in  the  Tempest,  for  which  part  her  lovely  face,  her 
youth,  and  fine  figure,  singularly  qualified  her :  '^  tall,  slender,  straight, 
of  the  purest  complexion  and  most  beautiful  features ;  her  hair  of  a  gold- 
en auburn ;  her  eyes  full  at  once  of  spirit  and  sweetness."  This  lovely 
young  woman,  besides  applying  to  King,  waited  on  Dodds  the  manager, 
who,  says  Boaden,  settled  with  her,  ''  and  made  her  some  presents ;  and  it 
would  seem  was  fully  disposed  to  try  how  far  a  manager's  pretensions 
might  carry  him."  In  her  memorandum-book  she  says,  that  on  one  day 
^^  she  was  rather  frighted  ;"  but  the  man,  the  brute  we  mean,  had  civi- 
lized. Two  or  three  days  afterwards  she  had  occasion  to  see  him,  and 
again  '^  was  terrified  and  vexed  beyond  measure  at  his  behaviour."  Her 
biographer  mentions  that  on  this  occasion  she  was  provoked  to  snatch  up 
a  bason  of  hot  water^  and  dash  it  in  her  assailant's  face  ;  ^'  not,"  as 
he  wittily  remarks,  *^  to  throw  cold  water  on  his  flame."  She  was 
still  willing  to  accept  the  engagement ;  but  the  condition  seemed  to  have 
been  the  infamous  addresses  of  Dodds,  and  failing  in  that  object  it 
broke  off.  Digges,  the  Edinburgh  manager,  at  one  time,  according  to 
the  mysterious  hints  of  Boaden,  made  proposals  with  which  she  could 
not  comply,  though  she  listened  to  everything  ;  and  Daly,  the  Dublin 
manager,  behaved  as  brutally  as  Dodds. 

Mrs*  Inchbald's  first  appearance  on  the  stage  was  at  Bristol,  and  in 
the  character  of  Cordelia ;  her  husband  acting  Lear.  She  must  at  least 
have  looked  this  part  and  that  of  Jane  Shore,  and  several  others  which 
she  afterwards  attempted,  to  admiration ;  but  Mrs.  Inchbald  forms  no 
.exception  to  the  unbroken  rule,  that  no  writer  of  great  original  genius 
ever  yet  became  an  eminent  or  even  second-rate  player.  It  would  seem 
that  the  requisite  powers  and  talents  cannot  co-exist.  The  real  identity, 
the  in-born  power  chills,  overawes,  and  confounds  the  imitative  and  as- 
sumed person.  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  too  deeply  and  intensely  a  eelf;  too 
powerfully  moved  by  thoughts,  feelings,  passions,  to  be  able  to  subdue  or 
annihilate  that  self,  and  throw  it  at  pleasure  into  another  existence. 
The  creative  and  the  imitative  powers  are  essentially  different.  Acting 
is  properly  called  a  profession,  and  one  which  requires  half  a  life-time  of 
experience  and  arduous  study,  to  accomplish  the  original  talent  or  faculty 
of  the  mime ;  a  great  poet  or  dramatist  blazes  forth  at  once  :  his  first  ef- 
fort is  often  his  best.  Mrs.  Inchbald  could  not  have  been  a  Mrs.  Siddons 
if  she  would.  Nature  intended  her  for  a  higher  destiny.  She  persevered  ; 
for  to  this  her  firm  temper,  and  her  excellent  understanding  led  in  every 
thing  she  attempted,  but  her  success,  as  an  actress,  was  not  great. 

In  the  first  years  of  her  married  life  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  professionally 
engaged,  along  with  her  husband,  by  Digges,  then  the  manager  for  all 
Scotland.  We  have  seldom  yet  had  more  than  one,  and  never  to  any  good 
purpose.  The  head-quarters  was  Edinburgh  ;  but  the  company  went, 
wholly,  or  in  detachments,  to  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen ;  strolling  occasion- 
ally to  smaller  towns.  In  this  situation  she  endured  many  of  the  hardships 
and  mortifications  of  a  female  strolling  player,  and  enjoyed  few  of  the 
compensating  solaces  of  that  painful  and  wearing  condition.  Her  hu»N. 
band,  though  a  feasible  and  *'  gotd  enough  sort  of  a  man/'  was  not  always 
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perfectly  exemplary.  Mrs.  Inchbald,  a  high-spirited  and  beautiful  young 
woman^  felt  herself  neglected ;  and  went^  as  her  biographer  intimates, 
rather  far  in  a  platonic  flirtation^  with  a  Mr.  Sterlings  one  of  the  company, 
who,  quietly  and  perseveringly  attentive,  duly  appeared  to  read  to  her 
during  her  husband's  absence  at  the  theatre  or  with  convivial  parties. 

In  Edinburgh,  she  attended  the  Catholic  chapel  with  tolerable  regu. 
larity.  Is  it  the  habit  of  confession,  or  the  ingenuousness  of  her  own 
nature  which  has  made  Mrs.  Inch  bald  so  frank  in  her  private  Journal  ? 
that  journal  which  should  forthwith  be  lodged  in  the  British  Museum. 
Her  frankness  should  save  her  memory  from  the  inuendoe8,and  mysterious 
hints  of  her  biographer,  who  becomes  eloquent  in  laudation  of  the  utility 
and  safety  of  the  Catholic  institution  of  confession  to  married  women. 
The  uses  of  confession  are  indeed  well  exemplified  in  this  case.  Mrs. 
Inchbald  stated  her  fears  to  the  priest,  and  by  his  injunction  refused  to 
admit  Mr.  Sterling  on  his  next  visit ;  but  the  gentleman  came  again,  and 
the  readings  went  on  as  before.  There  never  was  kept  so  honest  a  re- 
cord of  the  alternate  sunshine,  and  shadows  of  married  life,  since  Mr. 
Pepys  wrote  in  his  imagined  undiscoverable  cypher. 

While  the  company  were  absent  from  Edinburgh  she  corresponded 
with  Mr.  Sterling:  <'  a  dangerous  indulgence,"  remarks  Mr.  Boaden. 
On  her  return  she  mentions  that  this  gentleman  was  less  with  her,  and 
she  was  now  graciously  noticed  by  the  manager,  and  his  mistress. 
Miss  Witherington,  who  occasionally  took  her  an  airing,  gave  her  a  seat 
in  the  manager's  box,  that  enviable  spot,  and  invited  her  to  dine  at  the 
managerial  villa  at  Bonniton.  These  are  favours  for  which  female  play- 
ers are  bound  to  feel  grateful  and  proud  if  they  can.  In  Scotland  she 
performed  in  the  whole  range  of  characters  in  tragedy  and  comedy,  which 
her  beautiful  face,  and  fine  person  qualified  her  to  represent ; — and  with- 
out making  much  advancement  in  the  art  for  which  nature  had  denied 
her  the  great  first  requisite, — the  faculty  of  imitation,  and  the  power 
of  sinking  her  own  identity, — she  studied  hard,  and  declaimed  aloud  to 
her  husband,  who  was  her  teacher,  in  their  walks  on  the  hills  around  the 
city,  and  on  the  shore, — ^^Good  Demosthenian  practice,"  quoth  Mr. 
Boaden. 

Mrs.  Inchbald  was  now  about  twenty- two.  The  powers  of  her  mind 
were  already  dawning ;  she  was  feeling  her  own  strength ;  the  graces  of 
her  person  were  in  full  splendour ;  and  she  was  driving  about  the  world, 
liable  to  all  the  discomforts  of  a  female  player's  life,  occasionally  riding 
in  carts  between  towns,  wet  to  the  skin,  and  dragged  from  her  fireside, 
and  compelled  to  attend  morning  rehearsals,  and  walk  at  night  in  stage- 
processions,  in  whatever  humour  or  state  of  health.  Added  to  this,  she 
had  commenced  her  married  life  without  any  great  stock  of  affection, 
and  it  was  not  apparently  augmenting ;  she  complained  of  the  neglect  of 
her  husband,  and  he  of  her  coldness ;  her  health  suffered,  her  temper 
was  not  proof ;  and  one  day  we  find  her  reading  to  Inchbald  from  the 
*'  Sufferings  of  our  Lord,"  and  next  day  the  married  pair  are  wrangling 
about  the  parting  of  their  salaries  ;  a  continual  subject  of  dispute.  He 
did  not  adopt  the  maxim  of  Rousseau,  '^  All  that  is  mine  is  thine,  and 
all  that  is  thine  is  thine;"  and  she  wished  to  have  the  power  of  relieving  her 
needy  relatives.  With  all  this  they  were,  at  a  pinch,  tolerable  friends. 
She  wept,  and  the  dust  fell,  no  doubt  to  rise  again. 

A  quarrel  with  the  audience  drove  Inchbald  from  Scotland,  and  they 
went  to  France,  that  the  husband  might  prosecute  painting,  in  which  he 
had  made  some  proficiency ;  and  the  wife  acquire  a  complete  knowledge 
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of  the  French  language^  which  she  had  hegun  to  study  in  the  previous 
year.  They  did  little  more  than  look  ahout  them  for  a  few  months.  Mrs. 
Inchbald  found  friends  and  admirers,  and  did  not  neglect  study.  The  r 
slender  funds  were  completely  exhausted  by  a  short  residence ;  and  th  e 
husband's  painting  having  failed,  the  wife  began  to  write  a  farce,  and^ 
together,  they  returned  to  Brighton,  and  almost  pennyless.  She  has 
entered  in  her  journal,  that  at  Brighton  they  several  times  went  without 
either  dinner  or  tea,  and  that  once  they  eat  turnips  in  the  field  for  a 
meal.  These  are  among  the  incidental  delights  of  the  stage !  John 
Kemble  dieted  on  pease  and  turnips,  for  want  of  better  fare  or  from  averse- 
ness  to  diddling.  They  got  to  London  by  some  means  or  other,  and 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  an  engagement  at  Liverpool,  after  Mrs. 
Inchbald  had  attempted  the  inexorable  Manager  Griffiths.  At  Liverpool 
she  became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Siddons,  as  much  entitled  to  be  then 
named  the  great  Mrs.  Siddons, — washing  and  ironing  for  her  husband  and 
her  child,  and  lightening  her  domestic  duties  by  singing  away  the  hours, — 
as  when  crowded  theatres,  and  patrician  audiences,  afterwards  did  hom- 
age to  her  mature  and  unrivalled  powers  as  an  actress.  There  was  she  so 
honourably  occupied  ;  and  there,  too,  was  the  future  Countess  of  Derby, 
taking  a  half  benefit, — neither,  as  Mr.  Boaden  sagaciously  remarks^ 
once  dreaming  of  the  honours  that  awaited  them.  At  Manchester, 
which  was  in  the  same  theatrical  circuit,  Mrs.  Inchbald  first  became 
acquainted  with  John  Kemble,  the  brother  of  her  new  friend,  Siddons. 
He  was  a  few  years  younger  than  herself ;  but  with  a  face,  figure,  cha- 
racter, and  habits,  to  interest  her,  and  to  recommend  himself.  If  we 
may  fairly  construe  Mr.  Boaden's  mystical  intimations,  Mr.  Kemble's 
appearance  was  the  Cfiuse  of  one  of  those  periodical  fits  of  conjugal 
fidgetiness  to  which  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  liable.  Every  day  she  had  a 
quarrel  with  her  husband,  and  a  visit  from  John,  whom  Mr.  Boaden, 
by  no  great  stretch  of  charity,  wholly  acquits  of  all  dishonourable  in- 
tentions. Matters  righted  ap^ain.  How  smoothly  would  ordinary  nar. 
rative  slide  over  the  little  wimplings  and  asperities  in  Mrs.  Inchbald's 
honestly  journalized  married  life ! 

Mrs.  Siddons  went  to  York;  Inchbald  painted  Kemble,  who  read  while 
Mrs.  Inchbald  worked  or  made  notes  of  the  lecture.  At  intervals  the 
young  man — he  was  scarce  twenty — would  amuse  himself  and  his  fair 
friend  with  tricks  upon  the  cards ;  or,  as  she  relates,  they  played  with 
anything  that  was  in  the  way, — wax,  thread,  or  dirt — careless  of  their 
future  fame  and  personal  dignity ;  and,  on  Sundays,  Mr.  Inchbald  read 
mass  to  his  wife  and  the  Douay  student.  Mrs.  Inchbald  had  now  begun 
the  outline  of  what,  in  the  progress  of  years,  became  the  Simple  Story  ; 
which,  when  printed,  differed  as  much  from  its  original  draft  as  Sir  John 
Cutler's  darned  hose  from  their  black  silk  originals.  Kemble  knew  of 
her  novel,  and  she  was  the  confidante  of  his  first  attempts  at  dramatic  ' 
composition.  In  an  engagement  at  Birmingham  the  families  lived  almost 
together — Inchbald  painting  in  Mrs.  Siddons'  quiet,  invalid  chamber,  and 
his  wife  rehearsing  her  parts  with  Kemble,  or  prosecuting  her  French  and 
other  studies.  Their  sapient  worships,  the  Magistrates,  closed  the  theatre, 
— broke  up  this  pleasant  and  profitable  society, — and  "  the  rogues  andi 
vagabonds,"  male  and  female,  were  scattered  different  ways. 

In  the  course  of  her  subsequent  stroll,  Mrs.  Inchbald  became  ac- 
quainted with  one  who  was  more  capable  of  acting  as  her  literary  adviser 
than  the  cold  and  classic  John.    This  was  Holcroft,  who  acted  in  the 
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•ame  eompany  at  Canterbury.  They  afterwards  frequently  crossed  each 
other's  path  of  life  on  more  momentous  occasions. 

It  appeared  the  summit  of  theatrical  felicity  to  the  Inchbalds  to  pro- 
cure an  engagement  with  Tate  Wilkinson,  whose  head-quarters  was 
York,  in  the  centre  of  a  wealthy  and  play-going  district,  where  the 
Kembles  were  beginning  to  be  favourites. 

Mr.  Boaden  is  far  from  willing  openly  to  impeach  his  heroine,  and  has 
besides,  in  his  books,  always  acted  on  the  maxim,  *'  Present  company  ex- 
cepted ;"  but  he  is  forced  to  confess  that  she  really  was  a  little  teasing 
"  in  her  love  of  attention  and  admiration."  She  was,  in  short,  among 
other  things,  rather  coquettish  in  an  open,  honest  way ;  and  her  husband, 
who  had  shown  little  alarm  at  the  attention  of  Mr.  Sterling,  or  the  pre- 
sence of  John  Kemble,  became  violently  jealous  of  a  certain  little  Davis, 
a  low  comedian,  who  dressed  her  hair,  lodged  in  the  same  house,  showed 
all  obsequiousness,  and  lived  upon  the  smiles  which  she  lavished,  for  the 
amiable  purpose  of  fooling  and  provoking  both  obsequious  admirer  and 
jealous  husband.  '*  Pleasant,  but  wrong."  Mr.  Boaden  who  has  an  anec- 
dote or  a  dramatic  quotation,  apropos  de  bottet  to  everything,  is  forced 
lo  quote  Othello  here.  This  little  Davis,  <'  the  first  dresser  in  the  world," 
according  to  Mrs.  Inchbald,  was,  in  consequence,  a  great  favourite  among 
the  ladies  of  the  Theatre,  who  never  seemed  to  think  him,  as  he  buzzed 
about  among  them,  of  any  particular  sex,  or  anything  but  a  dresser ;  so 
that  Mr.  Inchbald's  jealousy  was  in  this  instance  as  ridiculous  as  mis- 
placed. 

Throughout  her  whole  life,  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  most  affectionately 
attached  to  her  sisters  and  near  relatives,  few  of  whom  appear  to  have 
merited  her  regard,  or  have  been  either  in  heart,  mind,  or  conduct  worthy 
of  her.  The  Simpson  family  had  latterly  been  very  unfortunate.  Some 
of  her  sisters  were  widows,  and  she  had  already  begun  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  her  penurious  habits  by  the  generous  self-denial  she  was  obliged  to 
practise  to  supply  their  wants.  The  parsimony  which  was,  in  her  case,  the 
means  of  extensive,  and,  in  some  instances,  of  almost  romantic  generosity, 
surely  deserves  a  softer  name.  Her  theatrical  appearances  were  now  fre- 
quent ;  yet  she  read  a  good  deal,  wrote  occasionally  at  her  Simple  Story; 
had  her  hair  dressed,  and  her  charms  improved  by  little  Davis;  quarrelled 
frequently  with  her  husband  ;  corresponded  with  Mrs.  Siddons,  whom  the 
people  of  Liverpool  were  pelting  and  hissing  off  the  stage ;  and  with  Dr. 
9rodie,  who  had  attended  her  in  an  illness  at  Aberdeen.  And  she  often  also 
wept  for  the  misfortunes  of  her  "poor  mother,  and  her  favourite  sister, 
Dolly."  Save  for  those  occasional  conjugal  bickerings  which  kept  the  do- 
mestic atmosphere  from  stagnating,  and  which  do  not  appear  to  have  gone 
very  far  beyond  stage  length,  the  Inchbalds  were  nowenjoying  comparative 
^  comfort  and  prosperity.  They  were  favourites  with  the  manager,  who 
had  raised  their  salary,  not  indeed  to  the  starry  brilliance  of  these  latter 
days,  as  Mr.  Boaden  might  say,  but  to  somewhere  about  two  guineas  and 
a  half  a-week  between  them.  From  this  sum,  with  their  benefits,  they 
had  saved  considerably ;  prudently  providing  against  a  return  to  field- 
turnip  diet ;  when  Inchbald  died  very  sud  denly,  tothe  deep  and  sincere 
grief  of  his  wife.  The  day  of  his  death  she  calls  "  a  day  of  horror," 
and  the  week  following  it,  "  a  week  of  grief,  horror,  and  affliction." 
Her  respect  and  affection  f(»r  her  husband  were  evinced  in  kindness  to 
his  natural  sons,  who  had  been  to  her  no  small  cause  of  domestic  annoy- 
ance, and  who  ill  merited  her  bounty.    Throughout  a  profligate  life. 
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XYitj  proved  insolent  ungrateful  tormentors^  often  cast  oilf,  but  again 
working  upon  the  sympathies  of  a  hasty  but  generous  disposition. 

The  widowed  wo  of  a  female  player  gets  short  time  for  indulgence^ 
though  Mrs.  Inchbald's  friends  were  kind  and  sympathizing  :  she  obtained 
a  benefit;  the  funeral  charges  were  made  as  light  as  pogsible ;  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  she  was  again  mistress  of  herself,  and  of  nearly  L.400 
in  the  funds  and  in  cash — an  immense  sum,  considering  how  it  must 
have  been  scraped  up.  She  resumed  her  profession ;  and,  receiving  a  guinea 
and  a  half  a-week,  lived  upon  less  than  a  pound :  she  was  not  yet  nearly 
so  rigid  an  economist  as  she  ultimately  became. 

For  once  we  shall  subscribe  to  the  justice  of  Mr.  fioaden's  strictures. 
In  the  autumn  of  this  year  she  received  a  letter  from  a  Scotch  baronet, 
which  led  to  one  of  those  ticklish  correspondences  which,  secure  of  her- 
Mlf,  she  rather  courted  than  shunned  ;  a  hardihood  neither  sanctioned 
by  wisdom  nor  very  consistent  with  dignity.  But  she  liked  to  write 
letters,  and  to  meet  with  adventures.  Her  novel  had  now  got  the  finish- 
ing touches ;  and,  after  a  careful  revision  by  Mr.  Kemble,  who  wrote  her 
husband's  epitaph,  but  rather  avoided  herself,  it  was  sent  to  try  its 
fortunes  in  London,  consigned  to  the  car<3  uf  Dr.  Brodie,  who  was  now 
settled  in  the  metropolis.  It  was  declined  by  Stockdale.  Its  time  waa 
fortunately  still  ten  years  off. 

Kemble,  though  her  junior,  and  of  the  bolder  sex,  was  a  person  of 
much  greater  circumspection  and  prudence  than  the  young  widow.  She 
honestly  tells  that  now  she  would  ''  have  jumped  at  him  ;"  but  his  cautious 
and  calculating  conduct,  much  as  he  seemed  to  admire  her,  foiled  and  dis- 
concerted her  hopes.  It  said  as  plainly  as  possible,  '^  You  had  best  not 
think  of  me,  for  I  cannot  marry  you."  He  however  gave  her  excellent  ad- 
vice, in  guarding  against  improper  female  acquaintances.  As  if  to 
finish  her  hopes,  he  also  came  a.wooing  fur  another.  Suett,  the  come- 
dian, the  famed  Dicky  Gossip,  aspired  to  the  hand  of  the  beautiful  widow. 

Mr.  Boaden  again  half-hints  that  Kemble  was  only  deterred  by  ''  her 
independent  turn  of  minri,"  from  preferring  his  o\vn  suit.  He  had 
indeed  seen  some  few  touches  of  her  temper  in  her  first  husband's  life ; 
but  he  forgot  that  her  affection  for  himself  was  of  a  different  nature  from 
that  which  led  to  her  prudent,  and  yet  precipitate  match  with  Mr. 
Inchbald.  There  might  however  be  wisdom  in  his  forbearance.  John 
Philip  liked  to  be  master  and  manager — ay,  every  inch;  and  Elizabeth 
had  80  long  taken  her  own  way,  that  she  was  not  now  likely  to  be  easily 
bitted  up. 

In  the  summer  of  1780,  she  accepted  an  engagement  in  Edinbrgh 
during  the  races.  The  condition  of  female  players  must  be  greatly  im- 
proved since  that  period.  She  complains  of  surprises  from  the  behaviour 
of  the  gentlemen  who  found  a  way  into  the  society  of  the  ladies  of  the 
theatre, — of  the  "  shock"  given  her  by  the  conversation  of  a  Mr.  Berk- 
ley, (Barclay?)  of  Aberdeen;  but  recordi  that  she  still  corresponded 
with  the  Scottish  baronet.  Sir  John  VVhitefoorde,  who  had  seen  her  at 
Doncaster  in  the  previous  year.  The  Catholic  devotees  of  the  city  became 
alarmed  by  the  free  life  of  their  gay,  histrionic  sister,  who  now  absented 
herself  from  prayers  as  uniformly  us  she  had  formerly  attended  them. 
Dr.  Geddes,  the  bishop,  wrote  an  admonito.y  and  warning  epistle,  which 
reached  her  in  a  roundabout  way,  and  produced  no  visible  effect. 

She  meditated  appearing  on  the  London  boards ;  and,  in  September 
quitted  the  York  company,  having  made  a  new  conquest  of  a  Mr.  Glover. 
Mrs.  iBchbald  appears  to  have  wanted  the  cajoling  art,  and  she  disdained 
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the  manceuvring  means  of  riveting  her  great  conquests,  though  she  was  not 
devoid  of  matrimonial  ambition.  It  was  impossible^  with  a  spirit  like  hers^ 
bold,  honest,  and  frank,  to  have  undergone  the  long  mental  drudgery 
and  moral  debasement,  or  to  have  practised  the  subserviency  and  dis- 
simulation which  have  sometimes,  with  time  and  patience,  won  a  way  from 
the  green-room  to  the  drawing-room. 

Her  first  appearances  in  London  were  not  very  encouraging.  She 
was  condemned  to  all  the  drudgery  of  the  theatre — walking  in  the  pan- 
tomime, playing  in  Omai.  She  sought  consolation  in  reading,  and  the 
exercise  of  her  pen,  cautiously  sounding  the  unpropitious  manager  about 
a  farce.  In  London  she  at  once  assumed  the  free,  easy,  bachelor,  and 
independent  life  which  she  led  to  the  last ;  strictly  within  the  limits  of 
virtue,  but  violating,  or  setting  at  nought  many  of  the  feminine  smaller 
proprieties  rigidly  observed  by  the  prudent,  even  among  the  heroines  of 
the  stage.  Her  female  acquaintances  were  in  general  the  ladies  of  the 
theatre;  but  her  bachelor  range  was  more  extensive.  Early  in  her  Lon. 
don  life,  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  was  a  visiter  at  her  humble  lodging. 
Dick  Wilson,  a  clever,  and  dissolute  comedian,  who,  in  Edinburgh,  had 
often  seduced  her  husband  from  his  own  fire-side,  became  a  humble  suitor 
for  her  hand,  but  an  unsuccessful  one.  Dr.  Brodie,  now  a  London  practi- 
tioner, occasionally  took  his  tea  at  her  lodgings ;  little  Davis  was  an  in- 
mate of  the  same  house ;  but  now,  that  there  was  no  Inchbald  to  torment, 
he  sunk  to  his  true  level. 

Mr.  Boaden  appears  to  have  formed  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of  Mrs. 
Inchbald's  matrimonial  plans,  projects,  ambitions,  and  machinations.  She 
would  have  married  John  Kemble,  probably  Dr.  Brodie,  and  certainly 
Sir  Charles  Bunbury.  The  latter  was  indeed  for  years  her  great  card. 
But  her  temper,  and  her  high-spirited  sincerity,  did  not  allow  her  to  play 
with  the  coolness  and  dexterity  requisite  to  success.  On  the  death  of 
her  husband.  Dr.  Brodie  sent  a  letter  of  consolation,  which  probably 
led  her  to  believe  that  he  meant  at  some  future  period  to  assume  the 
office  of  permanent  consoler.  Suspicions  of  his  sincerity,  or  of  his 
designs,  led  to  a  fracas :  all  his  presents  were  sent  back  ;  but  after  a  lull, 
he  returned  to  his  old  customs,  and  often  breakfasted,  dined,  or  supped 
with  her ;  "  often,  she  says,  "  at  his  own  expense ;"  for  she  made  no  se- 
cret of  her  economy.  Then  came  a  period  of  estrangement,  and  again  the 
Doctor  resumed  his  visits.  No  female  of  respectable  conduct  could,  we 
have  said,  have  lived  more  independent  of  the  mere  foi*ms  and  supersti- 
tions of  decorum,  than  Airs.  Inchbald,  and  never  perhaps  did  so  venture^ 
som^  a  lady  come  off  so  scathless.  After  attending  a  masquerade  in  male 
attire,  and  accompanied  by  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  as  Mr.  Boaden 
alleges,  upon  no  good  ground  that  he  shows  us,  nor  upon  any  grounds  at 
all,  her  sisters  began  to  preach  prudence.  The  masquerade  had  evidently 
•  produced  some  scandal  in  their  circle.  If  the  hardihood,  and  daringness 
of  the  wild  widow  ever  involved  her  in  anything  that  threatened  a  serious 
scrape,  the  same  high  and  resolute  spirit  brought  her,  like  Juliet,  clear 
through.  Why  has  not  Mr.  Boaden  quoted  this.*^  Her  frankness  being 
equal  on  all  points,  her  conduct  at  once  said  to  those  admirers  whom  she 
would  have  accepted, — 

If  that  thy  bent  of  lore  be  honourable. 

Thy  purpose  marriage^  send  me  word  withal. 

Her  shilly-shally  lover,  Dr.  Brodie,  sent  no  such  word;  and  when, 
after  an  unaccountable  absence,  he  had  dined  with  her  a  i^vr  times,  she 
told  him  he  must  come  no  more.     Disregarding  this  command,  he  at- 
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tempted  to  force  his  way  up  stairs^  the  lady  met  him^  and^  with  great 
indignation^  turned  him  out  of  doors.  "  Sarved  him  right !"  Though  she 
was  of  too  open  and  manly  a  character  to  harbour  malice^  she  readily  for- 
got and  forgave^  and  often  converted  over-brisk  admirers  into  respectful, 
useful,  and  steady  friends^  this  decided  step  of  almost  kicking  down 
stairs,  appears  to  have  terminated  her  acquaintance  with  the  very 
quis^quis  Aberdonian.  Lovers  and  admirers  she  had,  in  sufficient  variety, 
for  the  first  dozen  years  of  her  residence  in  London.  Mr.  Boaden  states, 
that  Peter  Pindar,  (Dr.  Wolcot,)  owned  &  penchant ;  but  this  was  a  tribute, 
gallant,  poetical,  and  amatory,  which  the  Doctor,  we  apprehend,  paid  to 
all  the  contemporary  Muses,  Plis  compliments  and  addresses  to  ''  the 
beautiful  Mrs.  Robinson"  were,  at  least,  as  high-flown  and  passionate ; 
yet  we  do  not  suppose  that  even  she  mistook  Peter's  jest  for  his  earnest. 
Holcroft's  passion^  or  purpose  of  marrying,  was  more  vehement  and  sin.* 
cere,  but  it  came  too  late ;  the  mistress  of  forty  declined  the  suit  of  the 
lover  of  fifty, — valued  as  a  friend,  but  unable  to  advance  her  ambition  as 
a  husband.  Their  friendship,  though  liable  to  many  fluctuations,  en- 
dured till  the  close  of  Holcroft's  life.  When  arrested  with  Hardy  and 
Home  Tooke,  she  visited  him  in  prison  along  with  her  friendly  publisher, 
Robinson;  and,  many  years  afterwards,  wlien  the  same  gentleman  in- 
formed her  that  Holcroft  was  dying,  and  in  great  pecuniary  distress,  the 
interest  of  the  now  popular  and  well-friended  authoress,  procured  ^fty 
pounds  for  his  relief  from  Mr.  Prince  Hoare.  She  herself  gave  ten  pounds 
to  the  subscription  made  for  his  family  after  his  death. 

Six  years  after  having  seen  her  at  Doncaster,  Mr.  Glover,  a  Squire, 
jtfoposed  for  the  still  beautiful  widow  ;  but  his  suit,  though  backed  by  a 
carriage,  and  a  settlement  of  L.500  a-year,  was  rejected.  The  lady  stuck 
to  her  clogs,  and  her  3s.  6d.  lodging,  though  she  might  still  have  had 
hopes  of  ultimately  carrying  Sir  Charles  Bunbury.  The  sporting  baro- 
net was  her  visiter,  as  often  -as  he  could  bring  himself  from  Newmarket 
and  the  Oaks  to  London.  Her  ambitious  hopes  made  the  equivocal 
attentions  of  this  dangling  gentleman,  half -patron,  half-friend,  and  his 
intermittent  passion,  if  it  ever  reached  to  passion,  not  a  little  tantaliz- 
ing. Sir  Charles  was  never  able  to  screw  his  courage  to  the  sticking 
place,  but  neither  could  he  forego  his  visits.  Dismissed,  as  a  means  of 
bringing  him  to  the  point,  he  broke  through  rule,  and  became  at  last  a 
privileged  offender.  They  continued  friends,  as  friendship  goes  in  this 
world,  for  their  joint  lives  ;  and  long  after  her  final  attempts  to  make  the 
baronet  know  his  own  mind  ;  and,  after  youth,  beauty,  and  all  thoughts  of 
matrimony  had  perished,  we  find  Mrs.  Inchbaid  visiting  at  his  seat,  when 
ahe  went  to  pass  some  days  with  her  relations  in  Suffolk. 

In  her  final  matrimonial  speculation,  the  hero  was  Dr.  Gisborne,  who 
must  have  been  either  most  innocently  simple,  or  a  superlatively  cun- 
ning little  man.  Will  the  sex,  and,  especially,  will  the  blue-stocking 
ladies,  ever  forgive  Mrs.  Inchbaid  for  writing,  and  then  not  burning  her 
confessions  ?  She  is  traitress  alike  to  the  sex,  and  the  caste.  At  first  the 
Doctor  was  treated  with  hauteur  and  caprice ;  but  when  at  last  he 
shammed  belief  of  being  disdained  and  discarded,  the  Muse  became  rather 
more  condescending,  though  no  encouragement  could  now  make  the  per- 
verse or  puzzled  Doctor  forget  his  own  unworthiness.  How  much  of  real 
life,  of  the  anatomy  and  play  of  the  ordinary  motives  of  frail  humanity, 
must  be  seen  in  the  skeleton  volumes  of  Mrs.  Inchbald's  Diary  !  '*  Dec. 
17, 1794,  Dr.  Gisborne  drank  tea  with  me  ;  he  staid  very  late,  and  talked 
of  marrying,  but  not  me"  Next  day  she  avows  herself  happy  at  his  beha« 
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tioar^  and  yet  contrives  ^' brave  punishmente"  for  her  equivocal  admirer; 
which  were  carried  into  effect  when  he  next  came  to  tea,  by  the  poor 
Doctor  being  peremptorily  ordered  never  either  to  '*  visit  or  vfriU  her 
again."  Thig  was  intended  as  a  touchstone  to  prove  the  Doctor's  metal* 
"  He  received  it/'  she  says,  "  in  a  manner  which  convinced  me  that  I 
was  right."  The  acquaintance  languished  on,  and^  ten  years  afterwards^ 
•he  felt  and  regretted  his  death.    Such  is  habit. 

Mrs.  Inchbald  was  now  above  forty,  and  with  Dr.  Gishorne  she 
closed  her  matrimonial  speculations,  which  were  but  interludes  in  her 
Active  life.  A  few  years  previous  to  this  she  had  been  professionally 
Attended  by  Dr.  Warren,  who  treated  her  case  with  so  much  skill,  and 
was  s(vamiably  attentive,  that  she  conceived  a  warm  attachment,  something 
▼ery  like  a  real  passion,  or  a  very  violent  Platonic,  for  the  married 
"physician.  According  to  his  usual  happy  manner,  Mr.  Boaden  hints 
mway  ^'  about  and  about"  this,  instead  of  simply  copying  out  the  entries 
•f  this  most  candid  of  her  sex.  He  says,  ''  If  she  hears  but  his  name 
in  company  she  is  delighted  with  the  word ;  and  she  records  her  practice 
of  continually  walking  (surely  not  continually,  Mr.  Boaden  ?)  up  and 
down  Sackville  Street,  where  he  lived,  watching  whether  there  were 
lights  in  his  apartments — following  his  carriage  about  town  for  the  chanee 
of  seeing  him — and  other  extravagancies."  She  writes  down  that  when 
•he  is  so  happy  as  to  meet  him,  "  she  is  afraid  to  look  at  him."  This 
we  admit  to  be  a  rather  decided  symptom.  After  all,  her  violent  admir. 
ation,  of  which  she  appears  to  have  made  no  secret  among  her  friends, 
might  be  only  one  of  those  prdinary  affectionate  whims  which  ladies  allow 
themselves  to  indulge  for  those  "  dear  creatures/'  their  favourite 
olergyman,  or  their  favourite  physician.  She  bought  a  print  of  Dr. 
Warren ;  and,  if  their  grateful  female  patients  did  not  buy  the  portraits 
of  fashionable  physicians,  we  know  not  who  would.  Mr.  Boaden  sets 
down  this  entry  as  a  flagrant  symptom : — "  Read,  worked,  and  looked 
at  my  picture.'*  This  attachment  was  of  longer  endurance  than  such 
oaprices  generally  are,  which  speaks  favourably  for  its  character  and 
basis.  Six  years  after  the  Doctor's  first  attendance,  he  again  prescribed 
for  her;  and  she  writes,  "  I  admired  him  more  than  ever."  His  sudden 
death,  in  the  same  year,  naturally  made  a  deep  impression  on  her  mind  ; 
and  her  record  for  several  days  is,  "  Thought  of  Dr.  Warren,"  •*  Talked 
of  Dr.  Warren's  death."  She  afterwards  addressed  a  few  stanias  to  his 
widow,  which  have  no  great  merit  save  in  the  motive^and  nothing 
Bapphic. 

Mrs.  Inchbald  had  now  been  upwards  of  ten  years  in  London.  Her 
professional  duties  were  in  the  first  years  extremely  irksome  and  mortify* 
ing,  and  her  salary  was  often  very  small ;  but,  by  living  in  cheap  lodgings, 
•ometimes  going  without  a  dinner,  and  economizing  in  every  honest 
way,  she  was  able  to  maintain  her  independence,  and  even  to  assist  those 
needy  female  relatives  whom  she  afterwards  handsomely  supported. 
Her  personal  friends  were  either  persons  of  the  same  profession,  or  the 
theatrical  amateurs,  who  dispense  dinners,  small  criticism,  and  small 
patronage  to  the  "  poor  players."  Of  this  number  was  Mr  Francis* 
Twiss  and  Mr.  Babb ;  the  tide  of  popularity  afterwards  brought  othem 
Of  about  like  value. 

The  rejection  of  a  full  half-dozen  short  dramatic  pieces  did  not  die- 
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courage  Mrs.  Inchbald  from  attempting  others ;  or  if  her  spirit  fiiiled 
for  a  short  time^  its  buoyant  energy  speedily  returned.  The  habit  of 
composition  was  certainly  become  one  of  the  solitary  woman's  truest 
pleasures.  Industry,  perseverance,  and  indefatigablsuMt,  were  ever  her 
characteristics ;  and  when  her  fame  was  at  the  highest,  and  her  fortune 
large  for  her  views  and  habits,  if  ever  a  gay  evening  was  spent  with 
some  party  of  fashionable  amateurs,  seven  o'clock  next  morning  beheld 
Mrs.  Inchbald  scuttling  home  to  her  household  drudgery  and  her  pen^-— 
at  once  her  bread-winner  and  solnce.  She  had  made  many  attempts  te 
have  some  one  of  her  pieces  accepted,  and  tried  "  both  their  houses^"  and 
must  often  have  cried  "  a  plague  o'  both,"  but  still  patiently  walked  in  the 
pantomime,  and  kept  her  garret, 

*<  Her  cnist  of  bread,  and  liberty.** 

Harris,  the  manager  of  Covent  Garden,  advanced  her  L.90  upon  a 
farce,  for  which  Sir  Charles  Bunbury  procured  a  license ;  but  It  wai 
not  brought  out.  She  was,  by  her  own  unbacked  talent,  and  the  elder 
Colman's  knowledge  and  taste,  more  fortunate  at  the  Haymarket ;  and 
the  "  Mogul  Tale,"  sent  to  him  as  the  production  of  Mrs.  Wootley,  A 
fictitious  name,  though  the  real  authoress  was  suspected,  was  brought 
out  on  the  20th  July,  1784  ;  and  she  had  the  pleasure  of  entering  in  her 
journal  "  that  it  went  off  with  the  greatest  applause."  It  yielded  her 
a  hundred  guineas. 

The  managerial  horror  at  her  whity-brown  paper,  her  bad  spelling,  and 
"  the  puzzle  of  her  cramp  hand,"  was  now  fairly  overcome.  She  began 
to  write  with  fresh  ardour ;  and  to  polish,  add  to,  and  reconstruct  hef 
many  half-finished  performances.  When  Covent  Garden  opened  for  the 
winter,  her  salary,  on  the  strength  of  her  reputation,  was  raised  a  guinea 
a-week.  Next  summer  her  first  comedy,  "  77/  tell  you  What,"  was 
brought  out  at  the  same  theatre  with  her  afterpiece.  It  brought  L.300 
from  the  manager,  besides  the  bookseller  s  purchase  money  for  copyright. 

It  is  justly  said  that  no  one  begins  to  save  till  there  is  some  prospect 
of  a  sure  foundation  for  future  accumulation.  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  scarcely 
an  exception.  When  the  profits  of  her  first  dramatic  pieces  allowed  her 
to  buy  into  the  funds  to  the  extent  of  L.500,  she  renewed  her  row  of 
rigid  economy,  resolved  to  depend  on  herself,  and  to  be  indebted  *'to  the 
courtesy  of  no  manager." 

From  every  fresh  sum  that  she  received,  this  munificent  miser  always 
made  a  largesse  among  her  needy  friends.  About  this  time  she  left  thO 
stage,  and  consequently  reduced  her  expenditure  to  SOs.  a-week.  A  stroke 
of  good  fortune  in  the  lottery  made  her  increase  her  allowance  four 
shillings  a<..week;  but  this  again  she  saved,  and  distributed  the  surplae  at 
the  close  of  her  financial  year,  as  was  the  case  with  all  her  savingi  of 
this  kind. 

None  of  the  virtues  were  at  this  time  of  easy  practice  at  Covent  Oar* 
den  or  the  Haymarket ;  unfenced  spots  both,  as  Mr.  Boaden  might  oajr* 
There  were  few  of  the  ladies  of  whom  Harris,  the  baffled  manager,  who 
had  alleged  the  managerial  right,  even  in  her  case,  could  say,  '*  As  for 
that  woman,  Inchbald,  she  has  devoted  herself  to  virtue  and  a  garret/* 

Among  her  papers  Mr.  Boaden  has  found  a  piquant  fragment  of  an 
autobiography,  which  she  destroyed  before  death,  to  the  endless  regrei 
of  the  lovers  of  that  rare  commodity,  truth.  She,  who  is  so  candid  in 
her  personal  confessions ;  who  had  been  behind,  as  well  as  in  front  of  the 
curtain ;  and  who  was  so  clear-sighted  in  detecting  the  true  springs  of 
human  action,  would  neither  have  affected  the  mystery  of  Mr.  Boaden^ 
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nor  been  awed  in  writing  by  the  prudence,  or  civil  cowardice,  which 
made  all  the  booksellers  shrink  from  the  publication  of  what  must  have 
been  by  far  her  most  valuable  work.  Its  history  is  curious.  She  wrote 
it  with  care  in  the  first  years  of  this  century,  when  her  powers  were  in 
full  maturity,  and  her  experience  of  the  hollow  and  false  world  ample. 
Phillips  (Sir  Richard,  we  presume)  offered  L.1,000  for  the  work.  Her 
long.tried,  and  steady  friend  and  publisher,  George  Robinson,  for  whom 
she  had  the  highest  respect  and  regard,  styling  him  "  her  best  friend 
in  the  world,"  agreed  to  buy  the  work,  if  approved  on  perusal.  It  would 
not  do.  He  durfit  not  venture  the  autobiograpy  ;  and  she  would  not  at 
this  time  take  Phillips'  money.  When  her  female  friends  spoke  to  her 
about  this  work,  her  usual  reply  (speaking  with  her  natural  impediment) 
was,  *'  would  you  have  me  mur^er^ed?" 

She  had  for  fifteen  years  been  adding  to,  and  revising  this  curious 
composition,  when,  in  1817,  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  ('onstable 
by  Godwin.  The  picture  is  exquisite.  If  ever  Mrs.  Inchbald's  Memoirs 
are  published  with  ctits,  let  us  see  Mr.  Constable,  in  a  fit  of  trade  enthu- 
siasm, in  the  back-parlour  of  Mrs.  Godwin's  shop,  in  Skinner  Street, 

slobbering  Mrs.  Inchbald's  ugly  MS. 

<<  <  Mr.  Constable  has  flown  with  the  eaf  cmess  of  a  lover  to  the  perusal  of  your 
MS.  at  every  momoit  he  could  rescue  from  the  remorseless  ^ripe  of  business.  I  never 
saw  a  man  so  fascinated.  I  believe  the  instant  I  leave  his  apartment  at  any  time, 
he  takes  up  the  book  and  kisses  it.  He  says  he  never  saw  a  MS.  so  beautiful :  you 
best  know  whether,  in  so  saying,  he  alludes  to  the  elegance  of  the  penmanship,  or  the 
charms  of  the  narrative.  Mr.  Constable  is  a  widower,  of  an  amorous  complexion, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  the  indelicacy  of  having  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  on  the  book  to  come  to  bed  to  him.  Do  not  therefore  be  hard- 
hearted, and  refuse  to  admit  the  man  into  your  presence  who  thus  worships  your 
image.'" 

Now  mark  the  shrewd  lady:  "ZSd,  Received  an  equivocal  letter  from 
Mr.  Godwin,  on  Mr.  Constable's  admiration  of  my  MS." 

*'  31  St,  Mr.  Constable  called  on  me,  between  two  and  three  ;  staid  till 
near  four.  He  praised  the  two  volumes  he  had  read  of  my  MS.,  most  ex- 
tremely." This  was  the  last  day  of  the  year.  In  January  of  the  next,  the 
MS.  came  back  from  Edinburgh.  It  was  too  strong  for  the  north,  as  well 
as  too  piquant  for  the  south.  Mr.  Boaden  cannot  guess  whether  its  fiat 
was  pronounced  by  the  Great  Unknown,  or  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers : 
which  might  be  most  likely  to  condemn  pictures  of  contemporary  society, 
and  of  "  high-life,  and  high-lived  company,"  sketched  by  the  author  of  that 
thoroughly  radical  work.  Nature  and  Art,  it  would  now  be  difificult  to 
guess.  Then  we  would  have  blamed  Sir  Walter  ;  though  the  critic  who 
first  obtained  for  the  Joily  Beggars,  a  place  in  Burns'  published  works, 
must  have  been  somewhat  liberal,  at  least  in  his  literary  tastes.  The 
work  was  also  offered  to  Longman,  and  again  to  Phillips.  ^Ve  shall  give 
the  fragment  in  which  the  beautiful  woman,  (no  actress,)  who  yet  walked 
in  the  pantomime  for  her  bread,  and  dedicated  herself  to  virtue  and  a 
garret,  describes  her  friends  :~- 

<<  To  have  fixed  the  degrees  and  shades  of  female  virtue,  possessed  at  this  time  by 
the  actresses  of  the  Haymarket  Theatre,  would  have  been  employment  for  an  able 
casuist. 

**  One  evening,  about  half  an  hour  before  the  curtain  was  drai\'u  up,  some  accident 
having  happened  in  the  dressing-room  of  one  of  tlie  actresses,  a  woman  of  known  in- 
trigue, she  ran  in  haste  to  the  dressing-room  of  Mi-s.  Wells,  to  finish  the  business  of 
her  toilet,  Mrs.  Wells,  who  was  the  mistress  of  the  well-known  Captain  Topham, 
shocked  at  the  intrusion  of  a  reprobated  woman,  who  had  a  worse  character  than 
herself,  quitted  her  own  room,  and  ran  to  Miss  Farren's,  crying,  <  What  ivould  Cap- 
tam  Topham  say,  if  I  were  to  remain  in  such  company  ?' 
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.  ^<  No  loouer  had  sbe  entered  the  room,  to  which  as  an  asylum  she  had  fled,  than 
Mias  Farren  flew  out  at  the  door,  repealing^  '  What  would  Lord  Derby  say,  if  I 
should  be  seen  in  such  company  ?*  '* 

Mr.  Boaden  by  a  few  of  his  mysterious  nods  and  winks,  would,  we  sup- 
pose, be  understood  to  intimate  that  the  elegant  Farren,  had  the — '^  what 
would  he  say  ?'*  thrown  back  on  herself  by  a  married  lady  ;  and  that  in 
short,  the  call  of  alarmed  virtue  passing  her,  mad^  the  round  of  the  green- 
room. The  satirist  of  Haymarket  female  virtue,  or  female  affectation  of 
virtue,  was  herself  in  some  respects  far  from  being  strait-laced.  Mrs. 
Wells,  before  whom  Miss  Farren  fled,  was  at  this  time  her  intimate  asso- 
ciate :  friendship  is  out  of  the  question.  The  Suffolk  heroine,  and  indepen- 
dent widow,  acting  on  her  assumed  brevet  of  bachelorism,  and  judging  men 
and  women  in  a  rather  elemental  way,  chose  to  think  almost  as  well  of 
Captain  Topham's  mistress,  as  of  the  prudent  and  respectable  proba- 
tionary Countess.  The  history  of  this  Mrs.  Wells  is  the  most  affecting 
episode  in  these  memoirs ;  a  painful  example  of  the  ruin  and  misery  at- 
tending those  profligate  and  heartless  connexions,  whioh  wreck  so  many 
women  the  most  rarely  endowed  by  nature.  Mr.  Boaden  actually  be- 
comes enthusiastic  in  speaking  of  her  beauty,  and  her  genius  for  the 
stage.  This  unfortunate  woman,  after  glittering  for  her  little  hour,  fell 
into  yet  greater  irregularities,  and  was  at  last  the  inmate  of  a  jail  and  a 
mad-house.  In  advanced  age,  she  seems  to  have  recovered  herself,  and 
with  sensibility  undeadened.  There  is  an  extremely  affecting  letter 
about  her,  addressed,  many  years  later  in  life,  to  Mrs.  Inchbald,  by  a 
lady,  a  stranger ;  and  it  may  be  some  extenuation  of  the  commencement 
of  the  intimacy,  even  with  the  most  rigid,  that  to  the  close  of  this  lost 
woman's  life,  the  bounty  of  her  early  friend  attended  her.  The.history 
of  this  connexion  is  curious  in  another  point.  Captain  Topham,  the 
protector, — we  believe  that  is  the  fashionable  name  for  such  guardian 
angels  of  helpless  woman, — was,  with  his  respectable  friend  the  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Charles  d'Este,  the  prototype  of  a  modern  class  of  perio- 
dical writers.  He  started  a  ''  diverting"  paper  called  the  World,  in 
conjunction  with  this  reverend  friend,  a  royal  chaplain,  and  a  ''  man  in 
private  life  strictly  decorous ;  who  made  allowance  for  a  man  of  the 
World,"  quoth  Mr.  Boaden,  *^  meaning  a  pun,  with  the  reader's  par- 
don." The  printer  knew,  or  was  supposed  to  know,  nothing  of  Topham  ; 
a  man  of  fortune,  fashion,  wit,  and  gallantry,  commanding  a  troop  of  the 
Guards,  who  went  about  all  day,  '^  everywhere  that  a  gentleman  of  taste 
could  be ;"  a  tolerably  wide  range  ;  and  at  night  deposited  his  gleanings 
in  the  letter.box.  Captain  Topham,  a  man  of  wit  and  talent,  unquestion- 
ably, had  a  somewhat  better  right  to  talk  as  he  did  of  Grub  Street 
Writers,  and  the  Low  Prints,  than  any  of  his  successors,  ecclesiastical, 
civil,  or  military,  whether  in  Sunday  papers,  or  other  periodicals.  The 
theatre  in  which  Mrs.  Wells  performed,  was  naturally  extolled  in  his 
print ;  and  the  dramatic  pieces  of  her  friend,  Mrs  Inchbald,  were  called 
anything  but  Grub  Street,  in  the  columns  of  the  World,  Even  had  Mrs. 
Inchbald  been  a  little  of  a  self-seeker  in  her  acquaintanceship  with  To- 
ham  and  his  mistress,  her  green-room  associate,  she  must  be  pardune. 
She  was  a  friendless  "  player  woman,"  striving  for  bread,  and  deter- 
mined against  protection.  Very  reverend  persons  have  sought  success 
in  blameless  pursuits  by  similar,  or  by  worse  means. 

We  must  refer  to  Mr.  Boaden's  chronology — for  this  should  be  the 
title — ^for  the  exact  periods,  names,  ages,  and  characters  of  her  several 
plays.    Missing  her  autobiography,  posterity  must  deem  her  novels  her 
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QXily  important  works.  Of  them  we  shall  speak  hy.and-hy ;  and  second- 
arily, for  there  was  more  greatness  and  originality  in  her  character  than 
even  in  her  writings.  Her  dramatic  pieces,  from  a  very  ohvious  reason, 
were  the  most  profitable  to  the  author  ;  who  finally,  while  in  the  exercise 
of  a  really  noble,  though  judicious  liberality,  accumulated  at  least  £5,000^ 
which  she  left  by  will  to  her  relations.  One  of  her  most  characteristic  let« 
ters,  Mr.  Boaden,  for  some  crotchety  reason  or  another,  has  thought  fit  to 
omit.  It  was  addressed  .to  her  friend  Mr.  John  Taylor,  a  friendly,  stirring 
kind  of  man  in  his  day,  and,  obviously,  a  very  ^mall  one.  As  he  shrunk  from 
being  called  Oculist,  even  in  Mrs.  Inchbald's  Will,  we  know  not  how  to 
designate  him.  He  was  editor  or  part  editor  of  the  Sun  newspaper.  Mrs. 
Inchbald  left  him  a  legacy  of  L.lOO ;  and  a  mysterious  epistle  of  his,  so 
cautiously  worded  that  we  defy  a  conjuror  to  make  anything  of  it, 
means,  being  interpreted  by  Mr.  Boaden, — direct  for  once, — that  the  lady 
with  whom  Mr.  Taylor  remonstrated  for  her  shabby  style  of  living  and 
lodging,  and  often  warned  against  the  consequences  to  her  pecuniary 
prospects  of  her  Jacobinical  politics  and  dangerous  connexion  with  the 
philosophers,  had  enclosed  him  a  fifty-pound  note  as  a  present,  in  one  of 
his  frequent  pinches.  The  letter  omitted  by  Mr.  Boaden  we  publish  here 
from  his  life  of  Taylor,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  literary  world. 
Our  readers  have  already  an  idea  of  how  Mrs.  Inchbald  had  lived  for 
the  last  eighteen  years.  All  the  world  were  agreed  as  to  her  excessive 
•habbiness ;  but  some  of  her  friends  thought  so  eccentric  a  person  a  little 
mad  also.  By  this  time,  be  it  remembered,  she  had  seen  and  aided  many 
of  her  gay  and  extravagant  early  associates  sunk  in  all  the  meanness, 
as  well  as  the  destitution  of  self-incurred  poverty  :-— 

**  *  My  dear  Sir, — I  read  your  letter  with  gratitude,  because  I  hare  had  so  many 
proofs  of  your  friendship  for  me,  that  I  do  not  once  doubt  of  your  kind  intentions. 

*'  *  You  have  taken  the  hest  method  possible  on  such  an  occasion,  not  to  hurt  my 
spirits ;  for  had  you  suspected  me  to  be  insane,  or  even  nervous,  you  would  have  men« 
tioned  the  subject  with  mora  caution,  and  by  so  doing,  might  have  given  me  alarm. 

**  *  That  the  world  should  say  1  have  lost  my  senses,  I  can  readily  forgive,  when  I 
recollect  a  few  years  ago  it  said  the  same  of  Mrs.  Siddons. 

"  *  I  am  now  fifty-two  years  old,  and  yet  if  I  were  to  dress,  paint,  and  visit,  no 
one  would  call  my  understanding  in  question ;  or  if  I  were  to  beg  from  all  my  ao* 
quaintance  a  guinea  or  two,  as  a  subscription  for  a  foolish  book,  no  one  would  accuse 
me  of  avarice.  But  because  I  choose  that  retirement  suitable  to  my  years,  and  think 
it  my  duty  to  support  two  sisters  instead  of  one  servant,  I  am  accused  of  madness. 
I  might  plunge  in  debt,  be  confined  in  prison,  a  pensioner  on  the  *  Literary  Fund,'  or 
be  gay  as  a  girl  of  eighteen,  and  yet  be  considered  as  perfectly  in  my  senses ;  but  be- 
cause I  choose  to  live  in  independence,  affluence  to  me,  with  a  mind  serene,  and  pros- 
pects unclouded,  I  am  supposed  to  be  mad.  In  making  use  of  the  word  affluence,  I 
do  not  mean  to  exclude  some  inconveniences  annexed  :  but  this  is  the  case  in  every 
state.  I  wish  for  more  suitable  lodgings ;  but  I  am  unfortunately  averse  to  a  street, 
after  living  so  long  in  a  square ;  but  with  all  my  labour  to  find  one,  I  cannot  fix  on  a 
spot  such  as  I  wish  to  make  my  residence  for  life ;  and  till  I  do,  and  am  confined  to 
London,  the  beautiful  view,  from  my  present  apartment,  of  the  Surrey  hills  and  the 
Thames,  invites  me  to  remain  here,  for  I  believe  that  there  is  neither  such  fine  air  nor 
so  fine  a  prospect  in  all  the  town.  I  am,  besides,  near  my  sisters  here;  and  the  time 
when  they  are  not  with  me  is  so  wholly  engrossed  in  writing,  that  I  want  leisure  for 
the  convenience  of  walking  out.  Retirement  in  the  country  would,  perhaps,  have 
been  more  advisable  than  in  London  :  but  my  sisters  did  notlike  to  accompany  me, 
at  I  did  not  like  to  leave  them  behind.*' 

In  another  of  her  letters,  (and  why  has  Mr.  Boaden  given  us  so  few 
out  of  his  two  hundred  ?)  she  says  to  the  intelligent  female  friend  who 
was  looking  after  her  sick  sister  in  the  country, 

««  I  am  more  apt  than  most  people  to  start  at  expense;  but  believe  me  *tis  otly 
wlun  I  witness  ezpeniea  that  are  superfluous.   Upon  an  oseaslon  Uke  the  present  with 
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^n  for  the  manaf  er  of  my  purse,  I  shall  coniider  eyeiy  farthinjc  expended  at  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and  from  my  heart  rejoice  that  I  hare  earned  and  saved  a  little 
money  for  so  ^ood  a  purpose.*  " 

The  penurious  habits  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  must  not^  therefore^  be  mis- 
taken for  sordidness  or  blind  avarice^  nor  sneered  at  as  meanness.  She 
bad,  ladies !  refused  a  coach,  a  rich  husband,  and  a  settlement  of  L.500 
a-year.  If  the  love  of  independence  formed  the  basis  of  the  noblest 
points  of  her  remarkable  and  really  magnanimous  character,  frugality 
was  the  great  prop  of  this  and  of  all  her  virtues.  The  parsimony  which 
was  the  foundation  of  her  generosity,  in  her  deserves  the  nobler  name  of 
self-denial.  ''  I'm  far  from  being  a  near  man,"  says  Mr,  Hobson,  one 
of  Miss  Burney's  best  characters,  complacently  contrasting  himself  with 
Briggs,  the  humorous  miser  of  the  same  authoress — "  Far  from  being  a 
near  man  !  /  never  grudged  anything  on  myself  in  my  life"  This  is 
the  counterfeit  generosity  which  passes  current  with  the  multitude. 
The  man  who  grudges  nothing  on  his  own  pleasures  is  a  fine,  free  fel- 
low, with  the  best  heart  in  the  world,  Mrs.  Inchbald  grudged  every, 
tbing  on  herself,  and  showed  a  steady  discriminative  bountifulness  to  her 
needy  relatives  and  improvident  friends,  which  all  the  generous  may  have 
tbe  will,  though  none  but  the  frugal  can  have  the  power  to  display. 
Though  her  firm  principles  and  good  sense  set  her  above  many  dangers, 
to  which  her  frail  female  associates  were  subjected,  it  was  her  frugalltjr, 
her  foresight,  and  providence,  which  placed  her  virtue  above  the  temp, 
tations  of  which  many  of  those  around  her  became  the  victims,  as  much 
from  necessity,  or  what  they  imagined  so,  as  from  passion  or  vanity. 
In  the  sustaining  consciousness  of  true  dignity,  she  was  able  to  look 
with  pity  on  them,  and  with  something  very  like  contempt  on  the  small 
game  of  ambition,  of  mean  arts,  hollow  shows  and  seemings,  played  by 
the  virtuous  caste  of  the  same  kindred  and  tribe — those  who,  if  they 
did  not  achieve  a  coronet,  at  least  got  the  length  of  gliding,  gracefully 
and  snake-like,  into  and  about  halls  where  coronets  are  figured  on 
chair-backs. 

Like  all  ardent  devotees,  Mrs.  Inchbald  sometimes  carried  the  spirit 
of  her  rule  to  the  excess  of  a  superstitious  observance  of  its  letter.  Wq 
see  no  necessity  for  her  scrubbing  stairs  or  sifting  cinders,  and  shivering 
for  the  want  of  a  few  bushels  of  coals,  while  she  was  giving  away  large 
sums  to  keep  others  easy  and  warm ;  but  the  first  might  be  a  pastime  as 
compatible  with  health  and  even  with  literary  pursuits,  as  many  others 
we  daily  see  practised;  and  the  latter,  a  piece  of  homely  pride,  which  her 
good  sense  would  have  corrected  on  the  safe  side  of  a  rheumatism :  nor 
can  we  see  why  a  rich  lady  should  not  as  readily  be  indulged  in  showing 
by  her  whims  how  little  she  can  live  upon,  as  how  much  she  can  contrive 
to  lavish  on  her  own  person,  and  her  own  pleasures.  As  utilitarians  we 
should,  moreover,  be  pleased  to  see  the  useful  arts  rising  in  general  esti- 
mation :  in  importance  they  cannot  rise.  And,  among  others,  why  not 
Mrs.  Inchbald's  scrubbing  of  grates,  lighting  fires,  and  making  soup  }-^ 
There  was  considerable  difference  between  the  king  and  basket-maker, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  men  of  nature  ;  but  how  would  the  women,  and 
men  both,  have  in  like  circumstances  settled  it  between  the  queen  and 
the  maid-of-all-work  ?  We,  however,  give  up  Mrs.  Inchbald's  scrub- 
bing as.  a  virtue,  and  also  as  a  grace  or  a  humour.  It  was  not  in  her  even 
a  domestic  utility  ;  it  is  only  sacred  as  a  female  caprice.  Princes  have 
made  watch  wheels,  when  they  have  been  industrious  and  ingenious ;  and 
a  gentleman  is  vain  of  being  able  to  harness  his  horse^  and  intolerably 
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proud  if  he  can  shoe  him.    A  French  lady   feels  her  womanly  conse- 
quence enhanced  by  performing  a  good  ragout ;  and  if  a  young  mother^  any 
where,  of  the  wealthy,  helpless  class,  forced  by  some  dire  necessity,  can 
wash  and  clothe,  and  feed  her  own  infant,  how  sweetly  complacent  are 
her  feelings!      The   mother  is  now  first,    all   a  mother — and  the  in. 
fant  doubly  dear  as  the  creature  of  her  sole  care.    This  is  disgression, 
but  not  altogether  out  of  point.    We  meant  to  expose  the  old,  cunning 
game  by  which  the  half-ashamed,  subservient,  and  truckling,  as  well  as  the 
impudent  and  thoroughly  corrupted,  try  to  sneer  all  independent  exer- 
tion^and  all  virtue  guarded  by  your  only  true  yf&ichmen.  Independence  and 
Frugality,  out  of  countenance.   The  coteries  of  Paris  laughed  at  the  idea 
of  Rousseau  being  able  to  exist,  cotttoge-harboured,  and  cottage-fed,  away 
from  their  mocking  flatteries,  their  society,  their  wit  and  gaiety ;  and 
above  all,  away  from  the  numerous  agremens  of  their  establishments. 
It  was  an  affectation  of  the  philosopher  soon  to  evaporate.  The  Reverend 
Mr.  Est^s  and  the  gallant  Captain  Tophams,  would  probably  have  known 
better ;  yet  had  they  been  Treasury  scribes  of  King  Charles'  reign  instead 
of  wits  of  the  Regency,  how  bright  the  jokes  they  would  have  cracked  on 
Andrew  Marvell's  garret  and  scrag  of  cold  mutton  !    Even  they,  at  that 
time,  durst  not  have  approached  with  indignity  tub  man. 

How  few  members  of  the  Hon.  House,  how  very  few  ladies  of  Covent 
Garden  Theatre,  or  of  the  AU-the-World-is-a-Stage  of  England,  could 
have  braved  "  the  world's  dread  laugh,"  like  this  most  exemplary  self-de- 
pending woman !  Her  courage  was  nobler  than  her  genius :  its  example 
ought  to  be  more  beneficial.  In  all  civilized  communities,  what  is  meant  by 
garrets, — self-denial  to  wit,  and  the  moral  energy  by  which  independ. 
ence  may  be  maintained  on  the  narrowest  means,  — is  indefeisibly  allied 
with  honour  and  integrity.  Half  the  moral  courage  of  Mrs.  Inchbald 
would  have  saved  Edmund  Burke  from  the  misery  of  a  debtor ;  the  re- 
morse of  a  conscious  swerver  from  the  truth ;  and  the  shame  of  being  the 
pensioner,  and  accounted  the  bribed  tool  of  corruption.  With  her  clear 
spirit,  accurately  distinguishing  real  dignity  from  the  glare  of  ostenta- 
tion, Sir  Walter  Scott  had  avoided  the  only  error  of  his  life ;  and,  lack, 
ing  a  castle,  an  establishment,  and  the  honour  of  entertaining  Mrs. 
Coutts,  and  the  other  Princes  and  Princesses  of  Mammon's  and  Fashion's 
Empire,  would  have  escaped  the  anguish  which  tortured  his  noble  mind,  and 
broke  his  nobler  heart,  and  laid  him  in  the  grave  in  the  unfinished  agony 
of  an  ineffectual  struggle  to  correct  one  grievous  miscalculation  of  that  in 
which  man's  true  honour  consists, — leaving  his  memory  to  the  regret  of 
thousands,  but  also  to  the  implied  ignominy  of  a  tardy  subscription. 

How  much  of  female  purity  and  happiness  have  been  undermined  and 
wrecked,  from  women  being  trained  to  believe  that  there  is  degradation 
in  living,  (or  being  able  to  live,)  like  Mrs.  Inchbald,  on  a  very  few  shil. 
lings  a-week  ;  or  in  washing  their  children's  clothes,  like  Mrs.  Siddons ; 
and  from  7iot  being  trained  to  believe  and  to  feel  that  useful  duty,  how. 
ever  lowly  its  sphere  of  exercise,  is  compatible  with  the  highest  cultiva. 
tion,  and  is  the  most  inalienable  attribute  of  dignified  character.  How 
much  bright  promise  has  been  blasted — how  much  plain  honesty  sub- 
verted because  young  men  are  trained^  alike  by  example  and  precept, 
to  believe,  that  to  be  distinguished,  and  to  gain  influence,  and  have  success 
in  public  life,  they  must,  by  some  means  or  other,  accumulate  like  Hus- 
kisson,  or  revel  like  Sheridan,  or  shine  among,  though  not  of,  the  noble 
and  the  gay  like  Canning !  Memories  like  theirs  should  be  viewed  as  bea. 
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cons,  warning  from  the  sunken  rock  or  thew  hirlpool^  nerer  regarded  as 
the  steady  guiding  lights  pointing  the  only  safe  track  into  port. 

Among  purely  literary  men,  the  examples  of  ruinous  improvidence, 
ending  in  shipwreck  of  peace  and  personal  honour,  is  as  frequent  as 
among  politicians.  Those  writers  who,  throwing  aside  shame  with 
honesty,  buckle  to  the  service  of  corruption  with  the  reckless  ferocity  of 
the  renegade,  and  fatten  in  the  trade,  are  not  worthy  of  notice.  They 
are  the  privileged  sneerers  at  "  Grub  Street  and  Garrets."  It  is  for  a 
nobler  class  that  good  spirits  grieve  and  are  in  travail,  seeing  how  often 
their  ruin  and  debasement  originate  with  themselves.  The  single  ex- 
ample of  Mrs.  Inchbald  ought  to  stop  the  pitiable  outcry  of  literary 
characters  about  the  indifference  of  the  great  to  the  manifestations  of 
genius,  the  neglect  of  the  public  and  the  ruled  enormities  of  those  mon. 
sters,  stage-managers  and  publishers.  No  one  had  more  of  this  to 
contend  against  for  long  years,  than  Mrs.  Inchbald :  but  she  fell  into 
none  of  an  author's  proverbial  misfortunes,  simply  because  she  under- 
stood her  true  position.  The  main  cause  of  the  misery  of  men  of  genius 
is  ignorance  of  this — the  most  fatal  and  least  pardonable  of  all  kinds  of 
ignorance  ;  or  else  they  are  M'ilful  traitors  to  themselves ;  of  a  morality 
too  feeble  to  live  by  Mrs.  Inchbald's  rule,  and  to  feel  their  personal  dignity 
no  whit  abated  by  the  trivial  circumstance — trivial  as  respects  genius — 
of  living  on  fifty  pounds  a-year,  or  on  fifty  thousand.  Burns  the  poet,  and 
Hogg  the  Forest-bard,  surely  required  no  more  l>read  and  cheese  and 
Scotch  kail  to  cherish  the  Muse  and  welcome  her  visitations  than  sufficed 
of  those  grosser  elements  to  su.stain  the  noble  peasant,  *'  following  his 
plough  in  glory  and  in  joy  ;"  or  the  yaup  shepherd,  when  tlie  hughtinp^- 
star,  rising  over  the  hills  of  Deloraine,  pointed  to  welcome  supper-time, 
and  the  sowens  seasoned  by  a  lilt  from  the  lasses.  No  more  ! — and  the 
rest  is  "  leather  or  prunella"  as  respected  either  the  silent  inborn  power, 
or  the  splendid  manifestations  of  their  genius.  How  false  to  themselves 
are  but  too  often  those  leading  minds  of  the  world  !  Every  one  readily 
agrees  that  virtue  is  not  to  receive  its  full  reward  here:  but  ^eMiw#, clamor- 
ous genius,  ought  to  be  paid  in  hard  cash,  or  a  short  order  on  Coutts  find 
Co.!  How  humbling  and  mortifying  was  it,  some  short  time  since,  to  find 
many  able  men  seriously  railing  at  the  Lord  Chancellor  because  ten  or 
a  dozen  men  of  genius,  talent,  and  learning,  one  of  whom  was  Coleridge, 
were  no  longer  subjected  to  the  degradation  of  sharing  among  them, 
from  public  bounty,  a  sum  about  equsd  to  what  is  paid  to  a  single  Mrs. 
Arbuthnot ! 

It  will  be  seen  by  her  letters  and  style  of  living,  that  Mrs.  Inchbald's 
visiting  acquaintance  were  never  more  numerous  than  she  could  help. 
She  allowed  herself  Sunday  sand  holidays ;  and  at  one  time  dined  fre- 
quently on  a  Sunday  with  l\Ir.  Twiss,  botli  before  and  after  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Frances  Kemble.  She  also  enjoyed  what  she  and  her  friends 
called  her  Bob  Sundays;  for  several  years  dining  either  with  Mr.  Babb, 
or  her  publisher,  George  Robinson. 

Her  connexion  with  the  fashionable  world  was  chiefly  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Kembles.  We  have  said  that  a  guiding  maxim  with  her 
courteous  biographer,  is  "  Present  company  excepted."  In  his  life  of 
John  Kemble  or  Mrs.  Siddons,  he  would  not  for  the  world  have  taken  the 
freedom  with  them  that  he  does  here.  This  life  is  indeed  Mr.  Boaden's 
achievement  in  moral  courage.  The  example  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  has  in- 
spired him. 
'  Mrs.  Inchbald^  and  the  Kembles  and  Siddonses,  early  and  equal  friends. 
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bad  recrossed  each  other  on  the  path  of  the  worlds  as  people  in  great 
towns  usually  do.    She  might  perhaps  have  been  dropt  gently ;  but  her 
rising  literary  reputation^  and  consequence  in  theatres  and  green-rooms, 
began  to  be  felt.   Mrs.  Siddons  and  Kemble  had  infinitely  more  toil,  and, 
we  doubt  not,  far  more  difficulty  and  pain  to  play  their  part  in  making 
way  among  patrons  of  all  grades,  and  in  keeping  them,   than  in  their 
stage  performances.     "  She  was  playing  the  game  of  the  world,"  says 
Mr.  Boaden,  in  reference  to  the  Siddonses.    Her  daughters  occasionally 
visited  Mrs.  Inchbald — and  in  a  few  years  she  saw  the  Kembles  oftener, 
sometimes  attended  Mrs.   Siddons'  routs^  and  was  introduced  to    Mr. 
Lawrence,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence ;  all  of  which,  is  it  not  seen 
in  the  faithful  chronicles  of  Mr  Boaden.    There  had,  to  say  the  whole, 
been  no  particular  or  friendly  intimacy  for  a  dozen  previous  years;  and 
after  she  had  been  successfully  writing  for  Covent-Garden  for  eight  or 
nine  years,   Kemble  and  Mrs.  Siddons,  whose  Muse  she  was  at  dinners 
and  in  cards,  would  have  engaged  her  as  a  performer  at  their  theatre, 
to  detach  her,  Boaden  plainly  states,  as  a  writer  from  the  rival  House. 
Sheridan  liked  no  striking  talent,  and  John  Kemble  thought  there  were 
standard  plays  enough,  when  he  had  altered,  revised,  and  got  them  up, 
in  the  splendid  style  of  Spectacle,  which  first  depraved  modern  taste,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  ruin  of  what  is  called  the  legitimate  drama. 
We  give  Mr.  Boaden  great  credit  for  his  plain  speaking  on  this  occasion* 
He  could  always  do  so  very  well  if  he  chose ;  and  if,  instead  of  resembling 
a  magpie,  hopping  about,  and  peeping  knowingly  into  a  marrow-bone,  he 
would    dab   at    once,   and    bring    up   the   substance.     Mrs.    Inchbaid 
declined  the  friendly  offer  of  an  engagement,  to  walk  in  the  pantomine  at 
Drury  Lane,  probably  at  a  good  salary,  but  either  to  the  suspension 
of  her    dramatic    writing,    or   the  injury  of  her   literary   reputation. 
This  was  done  upon  her  own  judgment  certainly,  but  also  by  the  advice 
of  the  most  judicious  of  her  friends.    At  the  ''  almost  command"  of 
Mrs.  Jordan,  the  manager  bought,  however,  one  piece  from  his  old 
friend  and  Muse.    Thus  the  world  wags,  playing  its  game  of  self,—^ 
and  in  revelations  like  these  consists  one  chief  good  of  all  biography. 
In  the  course  of  the  following  years,  Mrs.  Inchbald's  acquaintance  in 
the  upper  world  extended.     She  had  been    "  distinguished"  by  Mr. 
Hardinge,  the  eccentric  barrister,    some  of  whose  trumpery  or  half- 
crazy  letters  Mr.  Boaden  has  published;  and  by  Rogers,  and  the  capricious 
blue-stocking,  Mrs.  Dobson^  the  translator  of  the  Life  of  Petrarch,  who, 
as  the  wife  of  a  fashionable  physician,  kept  a  carriage,  and  gave  dinners. 
Among  those  her  biographer   calls  *'  her  distinguished  visiters,"   was 
Miss  Wallis,  an  amiable  and  virtuous  woman,  and  the  dramatic  pet  or 
idol  of  the  day.     She  was  zealously  patronized  by  the  Chancellor  Lough, 
borough,  in  whose  carriage  she  always  made  her  calls.     This  and  other 
carriages,  with  their  coronets  and  proper  insignia,  often  surprised  poor 
Mrs.  Inchbald  in  her  household  drudgery.     ''  Last  Thursday  morning," 
she  writes,  "  I  had  just  finished  scouring  my  bed-chamber,  while  a  coach 
with  a  coronet  and  two  footmen  waited  at  my  door  to  take  me  an  airing." 
In  referring  to  the  amiable  condescensions  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
Miss  Wallis,  Mr.  Boaden  sagaciously  says, — '*  But  however  pure  and 
captivating  such  condescensions  may  be,  they  are  still  condescensions  : 
the  persons  patronized  by  the  great  are  never  upon  a  level  with  them ; 
and  the  proud  independent  mind  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  noticed  some  of  the 
attendant  evils  upon  such  a  state."    Her  record  will  be  given  literatim  : 
— ''  May  SI  St,  Dined  with  Miss  Wallis ;  two  upper  women^ervants  there 
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•ome  time.  Saw  much  of  the  sorrow  of  such  connexions."  Madame 
Rolandj  when  only  Mademoiselle  Somethings  could  venture  to  resent 
indignantly  the  insult  offered  her^  in  being  sent  to  dine  at  the  second 
table  in  the  Farmer-generars :  the  Miss  Wallises  must  pocket  these 
affronts.  The  upper  women-servants  might  be  perfectly  good  company, 
but  durst  they  have  appeared  at  their  masters'  tables  ?  Connected  with 
this  delicate  topic,  we  shall  give  a  letter,  written  by  Mrs.  John 
Kemble,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Brereton,  an  amiable  woman,  whom  the 
talented  manager  condescended  to  marry,  to  the  astonishment  of  some 
of  his  admirers,  and  who  made  hini,  we  confess,  a  much  more  suitable 
wife  and  deputy  manager,  than  the  independent  Muse  could  have  done. 
Before  giving  Mrs.  John  Kemble's  letter,  we  must  introduce  our  read- 
ers to  the  Priory,  and  the  circle  of  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn.  In  1795, 
Mrs.  Inchbald,  three  years  after  their  offer  of  an  engagement,  had  frequent 
intercourse  with  the  Kemble  family.  She  was  at  the  height  of  her  repu- 
tation. "  They  were  playing  the  great  worldly  game,  and  strengthening 
themselves  by  splendid  connexion ;  but  still  remembering  early  friends, 
whose  talents  and  accomplishments  could  strengthen'' — their  game,  in 
short — for  to  this  at  last  comes  Mr.  Boaden's  circumbendibus.  Having 
leapt  the  gulf  between,  we  quote  him  again.  "  Kemble,  to  be  near  the 
Abercorn  family,  had  taken  a  house  at  Harrow  Weald ;  and  he  took  Mrs. 
Inchbald  down  there  in  his  chaise  to  pass  a  i'^'N  days  with  Mrs.  Kemble." 
This  was  the  prelude  to  a  visit  to  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn,  of  private- 
theatrical,  amateur  dramatic,  and  other  memories.  Of  her  second  visit, 
we  extract  Mr.  Boaden's  account : — 

'<  She  accepted  of  a  gaudy  day  or  two  at  the  Priory ;  and  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of 
January,  1796,  left  Leicester  Square  for  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn^s  at  Stanmore. 
She  found  there  Lord  and  Lady  George  Seymour,  Mr.  Copley,  Mr.  Hamilton,  (the 
artists,)  Mrs.  Kemble,  and  her  musical  niece,  Miss  Sharpe.  On  Sunday  the  Mar- 
chioness went  to  church ;  Mrs.  Inchbald  staid  at  home,  employed  upon  her  noveL  If 
curiosity  should  be  at  all  tempted  to  inquire  how  a  party  so  distinguished  got  through 
the  day,  we  are  fortunately  in  a  condition  to  gratify  them.  A  little  more  gold  leaf 
was  really  all  the  difference  between  them  and  their  humblest  neighbours.  After 
dinner  they  conversed  on  religion  and  politics^  and  after  supper  they  played  at  Crambo* 
Now,  though  we  are  clear  that  Mrs.  Inchbald  was  not  born  under  a  rhyming  planet, 
yet  there  is  no  reason  to  question  her  perfect  equality  with  her  noble  and  well-bred 
compeers. 

<<  She  passed  Good  Friday  at  the  same  elegant  retirement  The  Kembles  were  both 
there ;  and  Dr.  Howley,  (the  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,)  then  a  young  divine, 
called  upon  the  Mai'quis,  and  displayed  his  powers  of  mind  to  their  gieat  delight." 

When  Kemble  finally  quarrelled  with  the  Drury  Lane  management, 

where  his  honourable  punctuality  had  been  tortured  by  the  extravagance 

of  Sheridan,  he  went  abroad,  and  left  his  sensible  and  prudent  wife,  who 

understood  her  little  great  world  perfectly,  to  negotiate  for  him  for  a 

sixth  of  the  Covent-Garden  Patent,  with  the  friendly  aid  of  Mrs.  Inch. 

bald.     We  have  said  Mrs.  Brereton  was  a  far  more  suitable  partner  for 

a  man  who  needed  to  get  on  by  courting  patronage,  than  the  Muse ;  and 

here  is  proof,  in  extracts  of  letters  written  from  the  Priory;  which 

also  give  a  broad  clue  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  connexion  between  the 

world  of  fashion,  and  the   world  of  the   stage,    and   furnish   us  with 

another  proof-impression  of  a  portrait  of  fashionable  society : — 

**  As  to  what  Mr.  Harris  means  to  say  to  Mr.  Lewis,  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
can  be  of  much  consequence,  as  he  must  have  made  up  his  mind  most  unsteadily 
should  that  make  any  material  alteration ;  and,  with  regard  to  Mr.  KemMe,  I  am 
certain  he  will  feel  himself  too  independent  in  the  whole  transaction,  to  allow  him* 
self  to  enter  into  any  engagement  with  Mr.  Harris  without  having  the  most  perfect 
confideiLce  that  it  will  turn  out  pleasantly  to  all  parties. 
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*'  Our  Friday  erening  was  most  splendid,  and  to  me  in  erery  way  trinmpbant 
We  had  to  dine  and  sleep  in  the  house  about  forty  persons :  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Dnlce  and  Duchess  of  DeTonshire,  Ludy  Melboum  and  family,  the  Castleresghs,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheridan,  Lady  Westmoreland,  and  the  Ladies  Fane,  Lady  Ely,  &c.  The 
audience  consisted  of  about  serenty  persons — a  large  party  from  the  Earl  of  Essex's ; 
another  from  Prince  Castelcicala ;  and  everybody  supped.  Nothing  could  be  more 
brilliant :  the  whole  theatricals  under  my  direction,  and,  I  do  assure  you,  most  ex- 
cellently acted.  Lady  Cahir  admirable  in  Lady  Contest,  and  she  was  a  blaze  of 
diamonds  I  During  dinner,  the  Prince  inquired  much  after  Mr.  Kemble  of  the 
MarchionesM  ;  went  into  the  most  unbounded  panygeric  upon  him ;  and  said  he  had 
been  only  twice  to  Drury  Lane,— once  to  the  Pantomime,  and  once  to  see  Falstaif; 
and  should  certainly  not  go  again  until  he  returned.  An  epilogue  was  spoken  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Lamb,  in  which  was  a  towering  complimetU  to  Mr.  Kemble,  warmly  re- 
reired  ;  and  after  it  was  over,  and  supper  over,  the  Prince  came  and  sat  dotm  by  me* 
He  would  not  allow  m^  to  stand,  and  talked  in  the  most  familiar  manner,  and  the 
most  friendly,  for  an  hour ;  all  this  in  presence  of  my  friend  Sheridan.  Sheridan  was 
▼ery  civil,  and  so  wns  1.  Sent  a  long  message  to  Mr.  K.,  wishing  him  to  return, 
which  I  told  him  I  should  not  send.  He  asked  for  his  direction,  which  I  laughed 
at ;  but  told  him,  if  he  chose  to  write  anything,  I  would  send  it  to  him.  I  would 
not  tell  him  when  I  thought  he  would  return. 

*<  I  never  saw  anything  more  beautiful  than  the  supper  rooms.    Mr.  Sheridan  came 

with  a  very  elegant  chariot,  four  beautiful  black  horses,  and  two  footmen.     The 

Duchess  had  only  one.     Mrs,  Sheridan  had  a  Jine  shawl  on,  that  he  said  he  gave 

forty  Jive  guineas  for — a  diamond  necklace,  car-rings,  cross,  cestus,  and  clasps  to  her 

shouldf  rs — and  a  double  row  of  fine  pearl  round  her  neck. 

'*  I  wish  you  had  come,  as  I  do  believe  there  never  was  a  thing  of  the  kind  went 
off  better.  The  billiard  room  was  the  theatre;  and  wehad  very  pretty  scenes.  A 
band  of  music,  and  the  organ  struck  up  '<  God  save  the  King!**  as  soon  as  the  Prince 
was  seated.     Lord  and  Lady  A.  treated  me  with  the  most  marked  att«*ntion;  and  I 

dare  say  Sheridan  wished  me  at  thed 1 :  all  the  grandees  talking  of  Mr.  Kemble*8 

return,  and  the  desire  they  had  to  see  him  again.     Sheridan  is  little-minded  enough 
to  be  vexed  at  seeing  any  of  his  performers  admitted  into  the  society  he  lives  with. 

^  I  shnll  bo  in  London  next  week,  as  the  whole  family  will  come  then  for  the 
winter.  We  have  a  great  dinner  again  to-morrow — Mr.  Addington,  and  a  very  large 
party  to  meet  him ;  which  will,  I  suppose,  be  the  last.  I  shall  be  here  again  at 
Easter,  should  I  be  in  England.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being  convinced  that  I 
have  not,  by  my  long  residence,  lost  any  part  of  the  good  opinion  the  whole  of  this 
family  have  ever  shown  they  had  of  me ;  which,  1  do  assure  you,  is  a  very  pleasant 
circnmstance  to  me.  I  think  the  houses  I  have  been  in  during  my  husband's  absence, 
have  been  most  creditable  and  serviceable  to  him  ;  for  he  has  been  constantly  kepi 
before  t/ie  eyes  of  the  great  world,  passages  in  his  letters  talked  of,  S(c.  1  will  come 
and  see  you  as  soon  as  ever  I  come  to  town ;  but  I  hope,  before  that,  to  have  heard 
from  Mr.  Kemble,  that  he  has  got  the  copy  of  Mr.  IIams*s  letter." 

One  short  sketch  which  Mrs.  Inchbnld  makes  of  Sheridan,  on  a  previous 
rupture  with  Kemble,  tempts  us  us  to  wish  that  she,  and  not  Moore,  had 
written  his  memoirs : — 

'<  lie  has  now  with  only  one  short  speech — hut  I  am  told  appropriate,  both  in 
sense  and  address,  as  if  delivered  by  Milton*s  Devil — so  infatuated  all  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  whole  town  along  with  them,  that  everybody  is  raving  against 
poor  Hammersley,  the  banker,  and  compassionating  Sheridan  ;  all,  except  his  most 
intimate  friends,  who  know  all  particulars ;  they  shake  their  heads  and  sigh  ! 

*'  Kemble,  unable  to  get  even  five  hundred  out  of  four  thousand  pounds,  packed  up 
his  boxes,  made  a  parting  supper  to  his  friends,  and  ordered  the  chaise  at  seven  o*clock 
the  next  morning.  As  they  were  sitting  down  to  supper,  <  Pop  !  he  comes,  like  a 
catastrophe.*  Mr.  Sheridan  was  announced.  Kemble  and  he  withdrew  to  the  study  ; 
and  the  next  morning  I  heard  all  was  settled.*' 

Expressing  herself  with  some  severity  against  Sheridan  at  an  election, 
at  a  time  when  a  mania  of  loyalty  had  seized  the  people,  she  says, 
with  much  true  nature,  "  He  now  finds  that  he  has  praised  the  volun- 
teers in  vain,  and  had  better  have  paid  his  debts.  Yet  1  like  the  man 
so  well,  and  am,  with  all  my  boasting,  so  bad  a  patriot,  that,  if  I  had  a 
vote,  I  would  give  it  him.  I  am  now  more  angry  with  Coke  than  with 
Wyndham," 
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If  the  Kembles  were  thus  her  passport  to  the  great  worlds  she  was  one 
of  their  diplomas  to  admission.  At  their  table  she  met  several  of  the  nobi- 
lity ;  and  attended  a  masquerade  given  by  Mrs.  Morton  Pitt,  with  them, 
in  the  character  of  a  bluestocking y  prudently  borrowing  every  old  tag 
of  blue  she  wore.  About  this  time  she  occasionally  saw  that  vehement 
patroness  of  the  blues.  Lady  Cork  ;  and  had  the  honour  of  being  taken 
to  Kemble's  box  to  be  introduced  to  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who, 
however,  did  not  appear.  At  a  political  Whig  dinner  at  Perry's,  she  met 
some  of  the  distinguished  politicians  of  the  day.  Godwin  brought 
Curran,  and  Kemble  Talma.  But  she  soon  cut  the  fashionable  world 
altogether;  and  in  1804,  from  her  late  experiences,  made  many  additions 
to  her  autobiography.  Of  its  general  style  we  may  judge  from  the  few 
scraps  of  contemporary  letters  with  which  Boaden  has  favoured  us  :-— 

<<  Mn.  Inchbald  was  not  inattentive  to  the  feelings  of  the  Kemble  family,  on  the 
infatuation  of  Mrs.  Siddons  as  to  the  Galindos.  She  has  written  this  very  singular 
sentence  upon  the  subject : — 

«  <  When  Kemble  returned  from  Spain  (1803),  he  came  to  me  like  a  madman,— 
said  Mrs.  Siddons  had  heen  imposed  on  by  persons,  whom  it  was  a  disgrace  to  her  to 
knfniB  ;  and  he  hegged  me  to  explain  it  so  to  her.  He  requested  Harris  to  withdraw 
his  promise  (of  engaging  Mrs.  G.  at  Mrs.  Siddons*s  request.)  Yet  such  was  his  ten- 
derness to  his  sister's  sensibility,  that  he  would  not  undeceive  her  himtelf,  Mr. 
Kemble  blamed  me,  and  I  blamed  him  for  his  reserve ;  and  we -have  never  been  so 
cordial  since.  Nor  have  I  ever  admired  Mrs.  Siddons  so  much  since ;  for  though  I 
can  pt/y  a  dupe^  I  must  also  despise  one.  Even  to  be  familiar  with  such  people  was 
a  lack  of  virtue,  though  not  of  chastity.*  " 

She  had  several  little  quarrels  with  Kemble, — refused  his  invitations, 
and  their  intercourse  was  again  suspended.  The  young  Roscius  had  be- 
come the  prevailing  whim  in  the  great  capricious  world,  and  John  Kem- 
ble was  justly  in  dudgeon  with  it. 

Mrs.  Inchbald,  like  every  person  of  sense  acquainted  with  the  stage, 
allowed  the  quickness  and  talent  for  mimicking  passion  of  the  wonderful 
boy ;  but  her  admiration  stopped  there.  '*'  1  hate  all  prodigies*'  she 
says,  "  partly  because  I  have  no  faith  in  them."  Mrs.  Siddons  may 
well  be  pardoned  for  having  resisted  the  attempt  of  striking  her  down 
to  playing  wife  or  mistress  to  the  prodigy.  The  Town  was  offended. 
From  her  garret — "  the  watch-tower  in  the  skies" — which  kept  her 
apart  from  all  biases,  Mrs.  Inchbald  dealt  out  even-handed  justice. 

Covent  Garden  theatre  was  burned  down ;  and  though  her  sympathy 
with  her  old  friends  was  acute,  it  could  not  conquer  her  sense  of  justice, 
and  her  poignant  feeling  of  the  ludicrous,  in  all  weakness  and  affec- 
tation.   To  her  friend  and  executrix,  Mrs.  Philip,  she  wrote  :— 

^  There  is  something  so  romantically  friendly  in  Mrs.  T.  Hughes*  grief  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kemble,  that,  notwithstanding  my  respect  for  her,  it  had  a  risible  effect. 
I  lament  every  event  that  tends  to  degrade  the  stage !  But  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemble^ 
seated  in  the  hearts  of  our  nobility,  who  confer,  not  merely  honours  on  them,  but 
siches  by  ten  thousand  pounds  as  a  present  * — they,  who  can  feel  no  humiliation 
from  the  scoff  of  a  plebeian,  or  any  poverty  from  a  public  loss,  they  were  not  the 
objects  of  compassion,  to  an  excess  sach  as  Mrs.  Hughes  has  felt  for  them.*' 

Mr.  Boaden  charms  us  on  this  occasion.    Hear  him  on  the  stars  2-^^ 

«  For  many  years  (and  they  may  still  da  so  for  aught  we  know)  our  nobles  of 
illustrious  birth  and  the  most  splendid  stations,  absolutely  courted  the  friendly  so- 
ciety of  those,  who,  two  centuries  back,  would  have  been  honoured  by  the  title  of 
c  «u^2>-  gervants.'    Physicians,  too,  attended  these  people  without  fees ;  and,  after 
isit,  drove  about  the  town  as  flying  bulletins  of  the  health  of  the  <  darlings ;' 


their 
their  visit 


*  Referring  to  the  gift  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
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pnfllng  at  tha  same  tima  their  own  skill  for  recoTeriof  thfm  from  perhapi  a  <  box 
fever  I*  or  a  quarrel  about  *  Mlary  or  dresses*  with  the  manager.  But  there  is  no 
sympathy  for  aught  *  behw  ih4  itarg  ;*  which,  as  our  readers  lcnow>  in  theatres  roya^ 
are  the  two  or  three  Uaderg  of  the  troops.  In  all  correspondence  about  them,  too, 
an  epithet  has  been  appropriated  which  is  really  quite  fulsome ;  they  are  styled  *  the 
titar  creature;*  or  Dear  Mrs.  ,  or  Dear  Miss  ;  <not  when  spoken  io,  for 

that  is  usual,  but  when  spoken  o/i  as  the  mere  expi^ession  of  a  current  passion,  which 
STerything,  above  the  vulgar,  must  be  supposed  to  feel  for  ji  being  so  exquisite.* 
These  idiots  never  once  think  of  the  actuai  prodigy,  who  created  the  characteeb 
acted,  and  informed  the  page— . 

<(  With  music,  image,  sentiment,  and  thought, 

Never  to  die !  the  treasure  of  mankind  !**  ^ 

The  literary  friends  and  acquaintances  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  have  a  more 
abidiQg  interest  than  her  professional  associates  and  fashionable  hosts. 
She  had  seen  Mrs.  Barbauld ;  and  she  was  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Opie 
both  before  and  after  her  marriage.  The  Edge  worth  family>  not  per« 
sonally  known  to  her,  commenced  a  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Inch* 
bald ;  which  gives  us  a  few  of  Miss  Edgeworth's  letters,  estimable 
in  themselves,  and  doubly  so  as  a  rarity.  Those  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  *'  thai  family  of  love  and  talent,"  we  scarce  so  much  relish. 
Old  Mr.  Edge  worth  writes  in  that  cock-of-his-own-walk  style,  which 
is  not  in  the  best  taste ;  and  the  whole  family  have  an  amiable  habit 
of  trumpeting  each  other's  praise,  which  is  apt  to  become  tiresome. 
Well  educated  Scotch  and  English  people,  who  are  very  nearly  rela- 
ted, seem  to  think  their  brothers,  sisters,  fathers,  and  daughters,  so 
much  a  part  of  themselves,  that  to  talk,  in  society,  of  their  great 
talents,  and  many  virtues,  and  worthiness  of  all  acceptation,  would  be  an 
iodecorum. 

Miss  Edgeworth's  letter  contained  a  cordial  invitation  to  Ireland.  She 
and  her  father  were  alike  admirers  of  the  Simple  Story.  '*  Two-thirds  of 
it,  at  least,  is  superior,"  says  Mr.  Edge  worth,  ''  in  truth  of  delineation, 
and  strength  of  character,  to  Maria's,  or  to  any  other  foriting"  They 
equally  admired  the  unseen  authoress,  and  <'  her  strong  original  letter," 
(one  of  criticism  on  a  late  work  of  Miss  Edgeworth's,)  which  Miss  Edge, 
worth,  on  the  whole,  <^  preferred  to  Walter  Scott's ;"  and  for  this  ad- 
mirable reason :— > 

«  Now,  I  must  assure  you,  that  as  to  quantity  of  praise,  I  believe  Scott  far  exceeded 
you ;  and  as  to  quality,  in  elegance,  none  can  exceed  him  :  but  still,  in  Mrs.  Inoh- 
bald*a  letter  there  was  an  undefinable  originality,  and  a  carelessness  about  her  own 
authorship,  and  such  warm  sympathy  both  for  the  fictitious  chaiiictexs  of  which  she 
had  been  reading,  and  for  that  Maria  Edgeworth  to  whom  she  was  writing,  as  carried 
away  all  suffrages.  We  particularly  like  the  fhinkness  with  which  you  find  fault, 
and  say  such  and  such  a  stale  trick  was  unworthy  of  us.  None  but  a  writer  who  has 
herself  exoelled,  could,  as  you  did,  feel  and  allow  for  the  difiiculties  in  composition ; 
nor  could  any  other  so  well  judge  where  I  was  wrong  or  right  in  dilating  or  sup- 
pressing. 

«  It  is  of  great  use,  as  well  as  delight,  to  us  to  see  anything  we  write  tried  upon 
sueh  a  person  as  you,  who  will  and  can  do  what  so  few  have  either  the  power  or  the 
courage  to  attempt — tell  the  impression  really  made  upon  their  ftclingi^  and  point 
out  the  causes  of  those  impressions. 

« I  do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  saying  that  every  sensible  mother  is  like 
Lady  Mary  Vivian :  you  are  requested  to  explain.  1  wiiAi  I  could  find  any  excase 
for  begging  another  letter  from  you. 

<*  Perhapg  we  shall,  as  we  at  present  intend,  be  in  London  next  spring. 

«  Last  night  my  iather  and  I  were  numbering  tho  people  we  should  wish  to  set. 
Our  list  is  vot  very  numerous ;  but  Mrs.  Inchbald  is  one  of  the  first  persons  we  at 
the  same  moment  eagerly  named.** 

Miss  EdgewoTth'e  wish  waa  gratified  in  the  following  yea^,  when  Mrs. 
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Inchbald  turned  out  to  a  rout  to  meet  her^  and  again  met  her  in  th« 
same  place  at  dinner.  We  must  be  allowed  one  more  extract  from  Mis8> 
£dgeworth^  as  it  refers  to  her  own  works : — 

''  <  Thank  you,  thank  you,  thank  you ! — for  liking  the  twoClayi :  but  praydon^t 
euTelop  all  the  country  gentlemen  of  England  in  Englith  CiayJ* 

*<  '  Would  you  ever  have  guessed  that  the  character  of  Rosamond  is  like  MX  P  All 
who  know  me  intimately,  say  that  it  is  as  like  as  it  is  possible:  those  who  do  not 
know  me  intimately,  would  never  guess  if.* " 

Mrs.  Opie,  who  visited  Mrs.  Inchbald  without  ceremony^  about  th^s  tiine 

almost  by  threats  got  her  from  her  rooat  over  a  public  house,  in  some  ter* 

race,  to  meet,  at  a  third  place^  Madame  de  StaSl;  her  friends,  for  the  eredit 

of  London  blues,  choosing  that  the  Baroness  should  believe  she  was  in 

Mrs.  Inchbald's  lodging.  The  meeting  between  that "  captivating  woman/' 

as  Mr.  Boaden  calls  Madame  de  Stael,  and  the  once-beautiful  Suffolk 

adventuress,  is  thus  affectingly  described  by  herself  :-- 

«  I  will  now  mention  the  calamity  of  a  neighbour,  by  many  degrees  the  first  female 
writer  in  the  world,  as  she  is  called  by  the  Edinburgh  heviewert,  Madame  de  Sta<jl 
asked  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance  to  introduce  her  to  me.  The  lady  was  our  mutual 
acquaintance,  of  course,  and  so  far  my  friend  as  to  conceal  my  place  of  abode  ;  yet 
she  menaced  me  with  a  visit  from  the  Baroness  of  Holstein,  if  1  would  not  consent 
to  meet  her  at  a  third  house.  After  much  pei'suasion,  I  did  sa  I  admired  Madame 
de  Stael  much ;  the  talked  to  me  the  whole  Hme :  so  did  Mist  Edgeworih  tahenever 
I  met  her  in  company.  These  authoresses  suppose  me  dead,  and  seem  to  pay  a 
tribute  to  my  memory :  but  with  Madame  de  StaUlit  seemed  no  passing  eompliment  g 
she  was  inquisitive  as  well  as  attentive^  and  entreated  me  to  explain  to  her  the  mo- 
tive why  I  shunned  society  ?  <  Because,*  I  replied,  <  I  di'ead  the  loneliness  that  will 
follow.*  <  What !  will  you  feel  your  solitude  more  when  you  return  from  this  com« 
pany,  than  you  did  before  you  came  hither  ?* — <  Yes.* — *  I  should  think  it  would 
elevate  your  spirits :  why  will  you  feel  your  loneliness  more  ?* — *  Because  I  have  no 
one  to  tell  that  I  have  seen  tou  ;  no  one  to  describe  your  person  to ;  no  one  to  whom 
I  can  repeat  the  many  encomiums  you  have  passed  on  my  *  Simple  Story  ;*  no  <me  to 
enjoy  any  of  your  praises  but  myself.* — <  Ah,  ah  !  you  have  no  children  t*  and  she 
turned  to  anelegant  young  woman,  her  daughter,  with  pathetic  tenderness.  She  then 
so  forcibly  depicted  a  mother*s  joys,  that  she  sent  me  home  more  melancholy  at  the 
comparison  of  our  situations  in  life,  than  could  have  arisen  from  the  consequences  of 
riches  or  poverty.  I  called  by  appointment  at  her  house  two  days  after.  1  was  told 
she  was  ill.  The  next  morning  my  paper  explained  her  illness.  You  have  seen 
the  death  of  her  son  in  the  papen:  he  was  one  of  Bernadotte*s  aid-de-camps ;  the 
most  beautiful  young  man  that  ever  was  seen— only  nineteen :  a  duel  with  sabreSp 
and  the  fii-st  stroke  literally  cut  off  his  head !     Necker's  grandson  !** 

With  a  sharp,  and  occasionally  gruff  manner,  and  hearty  contempt  of 
all  the  maukish  reciprocated  sensibilities  of  '^  dear  creatures ;"  how 
could  the  delineator  of  Miss  MiJner  and  Rebecca,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
poor  lost  Agnes  Primrose,  be  devoid  of  a  heart  overflowing  with  natural 
tenderness  ?     The  pathos  of  Nature  and  Art  is  fully  equal  to  its  power. 

In  her  lodgings,  which  she  changed  frequently  during  a  half.oentury's 
pilgrimage  in  London,  she  sometimes  became  excessively  fond  of  the 
children  of  the  house.  Of  one  pet,  whom  she  named  Pretty,  she  writes 
in  this  womanly  fashion  :— 

^  *  I  was  always  fond  of  cliildren,  but,  till  of  late,  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  them 
till  they  could  speak.  A  child  was  bom  in  this  house  last  October,  And  I,  having 
seen  it  every  day  since  that  time,  have  been  so  enchanted  by  its  increasing  beauty 
and  sense,  that,  though  I  have  not  the  snmllest  acquaintance  with  either  of  its  pa- 
rents, I  think  I  love  it  almost  better  than  anything  in  the  world.  A  child  of  this 
age  is  the  most  curious  thing  I  ever  met  with  ;  the  most  entertaining  and  the  most 
affectionate.  I  shall  never  again  have  common  patience  with  a  mother  whe  com* 
plains  of  anything  but  the  loss  of  her  children ;  so  no  complaints  when  you  set 
me  again.  Remember,  you  have  had  two  children,  and  I  never  had  one.'  We  may 
as  well  mention,  from  her  minutes,  what  she  says  farther  as  to  her  darling.  In/uly 
she  took  great  trouble  in  assisting  to  wean  him.    The  child  fivtted  himMlf  III,  and 
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she  nursed  bim  carefully.  When  he  n-as  a  little  recovered,  his  mother  took  him  out 
of  town  a  few  days  for  a  chang^e  of  air  :  on  the  20th  of  August  they  returned  to 
town  in  the  evening,  and  Mrs.  Inchbald  being  out,  she  did  not  see  him  till  the  follow- 
ing morning,  when  he  came  to  her,  evidently  knew  her,  and  she  retained  him  some 
time." 

In  another  house,  a  little  girl,  the  constant  companion  of  her  nearly  un- 
broken solitude,  her  plaything  and  pupil  for  five  years,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  to  her  great  grief.  Most  of  her  own  family  were  now  dead.  She 
lost  in  the  same  year  with  this  young  girl,  her  only  remaining  sister 
Mrs.  Hunt.  There  is  again  much  womanly  feeling  in  this  entire  history. 
Brad  dock,  the  person  referred  to^  must  have  been  something  worse  than 
an  egregious  trifler. 

<< '  In  some  such  words  I  should  imagine  she  might  be  mentioned  in  Braddock*8 
will— if  there  at  all,  of  which  I  doubt  exceedingly ;  for  a  man  who  could  behave  so 
dishonourably  as  he  did  by  her  was  not  likely  to  treat  other  people  much  better  ; 
and  so,  were  he  to  have  made  restitution  for  all  injuries  in  a  pecuniary  way,  per- 
haps he  would  have  had  no  legacy  for  his  two  nephews  or  any  part  of  his  family. 
However,  1  should  like  she  should  be  satisfied  on  the  subject,  and,  at  your  leisure, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  any  further  information.  But,  thank  God,  my  sister  wants 
for  no  one  thing ;  she  has,  even  from  my  allowance,  plenty  of  pocket-money ;  but 
an  affection  to  an  only  child,  and  an  infatuated  love  to  six  grand-children,  makes 
her  think  highly  of  money,  only  for  the  sake  of  bestowing  it  on  them.  Poor  woman, 
she  is  now  so  infirm  she  cannot  walk  a  few  paces  without  resting — her  hair  is  white 
as  snow,  and  her  teeth  all  gone ; — yet  she  loves  Mr.  Braddock  to  this  day,  and  takes 
his  part  when  any  one  censures  his  principles.  She  says,  though  he  deceived  her, 
and  almost  drove  her  to  distraction,  he  never  took  away  her  character,  nor  boasted 
of  his  cruelty ;  but  always  owned,  to  all  he  knew,  that  her  conduct  had  been  most 
exemplary,  and  his  own  most  unworthy  :  he  always  vowed,  too,  that  he  never  would 
marry ;  and  his  keeping  his  word  in  that  point  has  fixed  her  affections.*  ** 

On  the  subject  of  her  sister's  death,  she  continued  :-— 

^  *■  To  return  to  my  melancholy.  Many  a  time  this  winter,  when  I  cried  with 
cold,  I  said  to  myself — <'  But,  thank  God,  my  sister  has  not  to  stir  from  her  room  ; 
she  has  her  fire  lighted  every  morning;  all  her  provision  bought,  and  brought  to  her 
ready  cooked ;  she  would  be  less  able  to  bear  what  I  bear ;  and  how  much  mora 
should  I  have  to  suffer,  but  from  this  reflection  !**  It  almost  made  me  warm,  when 
I  reflected  that  she  suffered  no  cold  ;  and  yet,  perhaps  the  severe  weather  affected  her, 
for  after  only  two  days  of  dangerous  illness  she  died.  I  have  now  buried  my  whole 
family — I  mean  my  Standingfield  family,— <A«  only  part  io  whom  I  ever  felt  tender 
attachment.     She  died  on  the  14th  February,  aged  74.'** 

Of  the  same  sister^  she  says, 

^  You  are  hard-hearted  in  your  ceusure  of  my  floor  ; — forgetting  that  it  is  both 
my  eating-room  and  my  kitchen;  nay,  my  scullery;  for  there  my  saucepans  are  clean- 
ed. Thank  God,  I  am  not  like  Vivian,  I  can  say  NO, — and  from  that  quality  may 
I  date  my  peace  of  mind,  not  to  be  sullied  or  much  disturbed  by  ten  thousand  grease 
spots.  I  say  ko  to  all  the  vanities  of  the  world,  and  perhaps  soon  shall  have  to  say 
that  I  allow  my  poor  infirm  sister  a  hundred  a-year,  I  have  raised  my  allowance 
to  eighty;  but,  in  the  rapid  stride  of  her  wants,  and  my  obligation  as  a  Christian 
to  make  no  selfish  refusal  to  the  poor,  a  few  mouths,  I  foresee,  must  make  the  sum 
a  hundred. 

'*  I  have  not  been  in  bed  these  five  nights ;  my  bed-chamber  due  north, '  where 
the  sun  never  shines,'  has  a  clumney  that  will  admit  of  no  fire,  because  it  Avill  not 
draw  up  the  silioke.  This  might  be  remedied  by  a  bricklayer,  and  I  might  buy  a 
curtain  to  the  window,  and  carpet  for  the  floor,  to  keep  me  warm ;  but  as  my  resi- 
dence here  is  uncertain,  and  it  is  certain  that  I  cannot  stay  longer  than  midsummer,  I 
am  resolved  to  be  at  no  farther  expense  to  endear  the  place  to  me.  I  have  only  had 
the  alternative  of  sleeping  on  ray  sofa ;  this  is  a  troublesome  accommodation,  and,  in- 
stead of  the  comforts  of  bed,  only  reminds  me  of  such  comforts  lost  for  the  present 
long  winter ;  and  though  I  am  not  kept  awake  from  cold,  as  in  the  other  room,  I  am 
far  from  refreshed  with  my  night*s  rest ;  and  dread  that  the  want  of  a  canopy  over 
my  head,  as  the  weather  grows  colder,  may  affect  my  eyes,  the  which  even  more  than 
health  I  prize. 
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^  Anotber  grieTance;  the  maid  is  Tery  ill^  has  been  so  long;  she  is  an  out-patient 
at  St  Greorge^s  Hospital ;  she  appeara  in  a  decline.  The  Clarkes  wish  to  keep  her ; 
it  would  be  inhuman  in  me  to  object,  and  equally  cruel  to  see  her  do  work  that  is  too 
much  for  her  constitution.  I  therefore  have  more  household  labour  than  I  had  in 
the  Strand ;  but  I  iimo  see  two  of  the  most  sublime  sights,  every  fine  day,  that  this 
world  can  bestow,  and  I  see  them  both  from  my  window — the  lising  and  the  setting 
sun." 

In  one  letter^  she  says,  ^^  My  evenings  now  begin  to  be  dull,  they  are 
80  long,  and  no  fire  to  cheer  them.  I  would  give  a  good  deal  could  I 
call  on  you  one  hour  every  evening.  It  would  make  my  day's  work  go 
off  with  more  spirit :  but  I  have  no  evening's  reward,  and  in  that  am 
poorer  than  the  poorest  wife  or  mother  in  the  world.  All  the  entertain- 
ment I  require  is  the  exchange  of  a  few  sentences;  and  that  I  do  not 
sometimes  obtain  for  days  together." 

These  are  hardly  trivial  records  in  the  biography  of  an  authoress  who 
painted  the  passions,  and  drew  from  her  own  heart. 

A  noticeable  incident  in  the  literary  life  of  Mrs.  Inchbald  is,  that  she 
narrowly  escaped  being  the  coadjutor  of  Mr.  Gifford  and  Mr.  Southey,  in 
the  Quarterly  Review  ;  and  Mr.  Boaden  wonders  what  turn  its  politics 
might  have  taken  with  such  an  ally,  and  we,  whether  the  spirit  of  Jacobinism 
would  have  exorcised  the  demon  of  Toryism.  She  received  earnest  letters 
from  Mr.  Hoppner  and  Mr.  Murray  on  this  subject ;  but  steadily  declined 
the  invitation  to  connect  herself  with  a  work  "  that  not  only  promised  to 
/zve,  but  to  maintain  a  great  reputation."  She  had  lately  felt  considera- 
ble soreness  on  the  subject  of  criticism.  Prefaces  for  plays,  with  criti. 
cal  remarks,  which  she  had  written  for  Longman,  did  not  add  to  her 
literary  reputation,  and  begot  ill-nature.  She,  however,  afterwards  sold 
the  u%e  of  her  name  for  the  selection  of  plays,  which  is  called,  we  believe, 
Inchbald's  British  Theatre.  Mrs.  Inchbald  declined  the  editorship  of 
some  work  of  Colburn's,  several  years  after  this ;  and  also  of  La  Belle 
Assemblee,  to  the  great  grief  of  Mr.  Bell,  who  could  only  commiserate, 
what  to  him  seemed  her  lonely  life,  and  lament  her  obstinate  resolution. 

In  the  course  of  her  long  literary  life,  she  had  translated  a  good  many 
dramatic  pieces ;  and  indeed  many  of  her  plays  are  adaptations  from  the 
French. 

Mrs.  Inchbald's  politics  are  seen  in  her  works,  and,  especially,  in  iVa- 
iure  and  Art,  which  probes  society  to  the  core,  proving  the  hoUowness 
or  rottenness  of  some  of  its  insitutions.  Whether  her  diary  afforded 
no  materials,  or  that  Mr.  Boaden  has  been  too  prudent  to  use  them,  we 
gather  very  few  particulars  about  her  connexion  and  intercourse,  which, 
at  one  time,  must  have  been  intimate,  with  Godwin  and  his  first  wife,  Hol- 
croft,  and  that  party,  save  a  few  scraps  of  criticism.  Her  Radicalism,  ex. 
isting  longbefore  the  new  name  was  invented,  was  tempered  by  recollection 
of  the  Royal  Family  commanding  her  popular  plays,  and  of  the  Queen's 
enthusiastic  reception  at  Covent  Garden,  when,  after  the  first  illness  of 
George  III.,  Toryism  and  Pitt  prevailed  over  Whiggism,  Fox,  and  the 
Prince  of  Wales.*  She  rejoiced  in  the  first  triumphs  of  Liberty  in 
France  ;  but,  like  many  of  the  best  friends  of  Freedom,  was  repelled  by 
the  horrors  which  subsequently  attended  the  Revolution.  The  howl  of 
sedition  and  Jacobinism  raised  against  one  of  her  plays  in  a  Treasury 
print,  the  True  Briton,  she  dexterously  turned  to  account,  by  replying 


*  How  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  abused,  lampooned,  execrated,  when,  as  the  Prince 
Regent,  he  only  followed  the  course  of  all  Whigs,  turned  his  back  on  his  early 
opinions,  and  became  Tory  in  office  I 
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in  Woodfall's  Diary.  In  consequence  of  the  attack,  the  sale  of  that  play 
was  immense.  We  fear  Mrs.  Inch  bald  was  so  un^Engtith  as  often  to  have 
exulted  at  the  success  of  the  French  arms.  She  visited  Holcroft  in  jail> 
and  thought  the  Burdett  mobs  combined  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful, 
Even  the  Peninsular  triumphs,  this  rooted  Jacobin  did  not  enjoy.  The 
Tower  guns  provoked  her,  she  doubted  the  possibility  of  Wellington 
beating  Massena,  and  rejoiced  to  enter  next  day  in  her  journal, — **  Glad 
to  find  the  Tower  guns  fired  yesterday  for  little  boast."  8he  felt  the 
overthrow  of  Napoleon,  '<  and  was,"  says  her  biographer,  '*  literally 
sunken  and  dejected  as  at  some  public  calamity.  The  rejoicings  of  her 
country  were  bitter  to  her."  Mrs.  Inch  bald  fell  into  the  common  mis- 
take of  the  Liberals  of  the  early  years  of  the  century,  of  identifying 
Napoleon  and  his  cause,  with  the  advance  of  the  cause  of  truth,  to 
which  he  was  a  most  equivocal  auxiliary.  We  must  pardon  her.  The 
Liberals  of  a  generation  later,  and  more  enlightened,  worshipped  Napo- 
leon. Among  modern  sovereigns  he  was  as  at  least  the  one-eyed  king 
of  the  blind. 

In  one  of  her  letters  to  her  amiable  and  steady  friend,  Mrs.  Phillips, 
■he  breaks  forth — 

**  I  cannot  pity  the  sufferings  of  any  merchants,  for  they  have  always  pleaded  for 
the  war,  gloried  in  it ;  and  let  them  now  partake  of  its  pains,  as  they  did  of  its  for. 
mer  plearares.  How  can  you  talli  of  the  present  Administration  except  as  Mr.  Fitt*s? 
Fox  being  dead,  of  his  party  there  can  be  none  but  children  or  dependants.  Are  not 
the  Grenvillet,  as  usual,  at  the  head  ?  You  may  be  certain  I  wish  well  to  England, 
for  I  lore  my  King,  I  adore  my  Queen,  mnd  I  have  a  great  regard  for  myself;  but  it  it 
probable  that,  only  through  bitter  adversity,  we  shall  ever  ascend  to  prosperity, — and 
the  interesting  manner  in  which  the  adversity  is  likely  to  come,  highly  gratifies  my 
romantic  spirit  of  chivalry. 

*^  How  can  Mr.  Wyndbam  tolk  to  his  constituents  about  the  aflbin  of  sUte,  that 
required  his  presence  as  a  Minister  ?  He  has  as  much  assurance  as  the  man  who 
boasted  he  had  had  business  at  the  Assizes — and  it  was,  to  be  tried  and  sentenced  to  the 
pillory !  But  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  I  hear,  are  now  fixed  on  persuading  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  to  follow  the  example  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  go  to  Germany— and  onee  more 
conquer  the  *  runagate'  Napoleon.  I  feel  such  great  interest  in  the  war  in  Germany, 
that  it  almost  repays  maibr  the  two  shillings  in  every  pound  which  was  stopped  at 
the  bank  out  of  my  dividend  last  Thursday.  The  triumph  of  Napoleon  will,  per- 
haps, avenge  me.** 

She  contemplated  her  own  share  of  the  wreck  that  might  be  conse- 
quent  on  revolution,  kept  a  hoard  of  guineas,  and  looked  forward  be- 
tween jest  and  earnest  to  selling  oranges  in  Leicester  Square.  At  the 
trial  of  Queen  Caroline,  she  took  the  part  which  became  her,  but  with- 
out violence.  A  string  of  emphatic  texts  from  Scripture,  directed 
•gainst  that  unrighteous,  vindictive,  and  most  impolitic  prosecution, 
appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  are  attributed  by  Mr.  Boaden 
to  her  pen ;  though  she  declined,  at  her  advanced  age,  all  outward  show 
of  partisanship,  which  ladies,  for  the  first  time,  were  exhibiting. 

Mrs.  Inchbald's  temper  rapidly  mellowed  and  improved  from  the  era 
that  she  "  quarrelled  with  her  looking-glass,"  as  her  biographer  has  it, 
•nd  resigned  herself  gracefully  to  be  old  and  unadmired.  In  a  kind  of 
annual  balance  of  the  relative  happiness  of  her  years,  which  she  struek 
•very  September,  she  begins  about  1797  to  feel  the  decay  of  her  beauty— - 
''after  an  alteration  in  my  teeth,  and  the  death  of  Dr.  Warren ; — ^yet  far 
from  unhappy. 

''  1798 — Rehearsing  Lovers'  Vows,  &c.  &c.,  happy,  but  for  suspicion 
Amounting  almost  to  certainty  of  a  rapid  appearance  of  age  in  mv  face. 
1799— Extremely  happy,  but  for  the  still  nearer  approach  ox  age. 
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''  1800---After  '  Wise  Man  of  the  East/  still  happy,  but  for  my  still 
increased  appearance  of  declining  years. 

'^  1801 — London  ;  after  the  death  of  my  best  friend  in  the  world,  Mr. 
Robinson,  and  in  suspicion  of  never  more  being  a  young  woman  again  ; 
very  happy,  but  for  my  years. 

"  1803 — After  quitting  Leicester  Square  for  ever — after  caring  scarce 
at  all,  or  thinking  of  Dr.  Gisborne,  entertaining  some  hopes  on  the  pub- 
lication of  my  Life,  and  some  fears  of  an  invasion  by  the  French ;  very 
happy." 

Mrs.  Inchbald  lets  us  into  one  secret  of  female  devotecism  : — ''  I  can 
never  hope  to  be  young  and  beautiful  again,  but  in  the  promises 
of  the  Gospel."  Her  latter  years  were  certainly  more  devoutly  passed 
than  her  earlier  life.  She  was  a  punctual  observer  of  the  devotional 
ritual  the  Catholic  (  hurch  prescribes,  without  being  rigid  'eyond  a 
whim,  or  in  the  least  tinctured  with  superstition ;  'lelieving  ail  she  could, 
and  striving  to  believe  all  she  was  re<|uired.  At  the  age  of  sixty-tive, 
and  till  the  last  hour  of  life,  her  mind  never  abated  in  activity,  her 
heart  in  affectionate  energy ;  and  all  her  early  faults  had  disappeared. 
Had  she  lived  in  a  Catiiolic  country,  she  might  h  ive  devoted  her  last 
years  to  the  heavenly  offices  of  a  Sister  of  Charity,  The  only  employ, 
ment  she  would  have  chosen  in  her  old  age  was,  she  said,  to  nu  se.  at. 
tend,  and  converse  with  the  sick.  At  different  times  she  lived  in  Catho. 
lie  boarding-houses ;  an  English  imitation  of  a  nunnery,  where  the  fair 
community,  wanting  the  fine  temper  which  seems  to  belong  to  the  cli- 
mate of  France,  were  about  as  uncomfortable,  in  these  dens  of  spleen  as 
in  the  ordinary  resorts  of  this  kind.  If  she  rejoiced  in  clean  hands,  '^  and 
a  hot  joint  among  six,*'  for  a  few  weeks,  the  habit  of  independence  led 
her  back  to  the  solitary  lodging,  where  the  reward  of  performing  her 
own  household  drudgery  was  being  enabled  to  *'  cut  a  crust  from  her 
own  loaf."  It  is  a  misfortune  that  she  has  not  written  "  Characters  and 
Adventures  in  Female  Boarding-houses,"  in  ten  volumes, — Annan.iale 
House  and  Millennium  House  included.  We  can  remember  her  settling 
there  being  made  an  advertising  puff  for  the  establishment.  Of  their 
comforts  and  tendencies  she  gives  an  incidental  picture,  which  makes  one 
wish  that,  besides  a  private  chapel,  these  places  were  provided  with  a 
tread-mill,  or  a  hemp-beating  apparatus  : — 

*'  All  the  old  widows  and  old  maids  of  this  house  are  stretched  upon  beds  or  sofas 
with  swoin  legs,  nervous  head-aches,  or  slow  fevers,  brought  on  by  loss  of  appetite, 
violent  thirst,  brolSen  sleep,  and  other  dog-day  complaints, — awhile  I  am  the  only 
young  and  strong  person  amongst  them^  and  am  called  upon  to  divert  their  Blue 
Devils  from  bringing  them  to  an  untimely  end.** 

Must  we  draw  to  a  close  without  once  approaching  the  works  com- 
posed by  our  authoress,  from  that  necissity  of  living,  which  she  never 
disguised  ?  They  are  less  extraordinary  than  her  life ;  and  much  less 
valuable  than  even  this  bald  record  of  it.  Her  Simple  Story  appears  by  the 
almost  unanimous  verdict  of  the  great  judges  and  critics,  to  be  ranked 
as  her  first  work.  We  demur  to  the  fiat  of  fidgeworth's  Town,  the 
award  of  Madame  de  Stael,  and  even  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  fioaden,  as 
mouth-piece  of  the  literary  world.  Nature  and  Art  is  one  of  the  few 
modern  English  books  we  would  test  young  minds  by. 

Mrs.  Inchbald  died  at  Kensington,  in  August,  1821,  in  her  sixty, 
ninth  year. 
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THE  DEEP  BLUE  SEA. 

The  deep  blue  Sea !  how  fair  it  seems^ 
When  gleaming  in  the  morning  beams^ 
And  silver  clouds,  like  sunny  dreams^ 

Glide  o'er  its  placid  breast. 
The  breeze  sighs  softly  o'er  the  wave^ 
As  silent  as  the  banks  they  lave. 
For  every  wind  sleeps  in  its  cave, 

Each  billow  is  at  rest ! 

The  dark  blue  Sea  !  how  pure  and  bright^ 
When  resting  in  the  hush  of  night. 
Bathed  in  the  radiance  of  moonlight. 

So  fair  and  yet  so  cold. 
The  twinkling  stars,  far  downward  peep. 
Reflected  in  the  tranquil  deep. 
Whose  bosom  glows  in  quiet  sleep, 

Like  mantle  decked  with  gold ! 

The  proud  blue  Sea !  when  winds  are  high. 
And  darkness  gathers  o'er  the  sky. 
And  the  frail  bark  unconsciously 

Is  swiftly  onward  borne  ; 
Then  like  a  lion  roused,  at  length 
It  shakes  its  mane  in  pride  of  strength, 
And  its  wild  roar,  from  shore  to  shore, 

Resounds,  as  if  in  scorn  ! 

The  wild  blue  Sea  !  how  fearful  now 

To  gaze  upon  its  furious  brow. 

And  list  the  dreary  waves  that  plough 

Its  billows  mountains  high  ! 
Now  death  and  danger  seem  to  ride. 
Presiding  o'er  the  foaming  tide. 
And  Ocean  drowns,  with  voice  of  pride. 

The  seaman's  strangling  cry  ! 

The  calm  blue  Sea !  how  still  the  wave. 

Soft  breathes  the  wind  through  rock  and  cave, 

A  dirge  o'er  many  a  victim's  grave. 

Far  'mongst  the  waters  free  ! 
Oh  how  sublime  must  be  the  power 
Of  Him  who  bids  the  tempest  lower. 
Yet  sways  thee,  in  thy  wildest  hour. 

Thou  glorious  dark  blue  Sea ! 

T. 
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Frospectui  qf  Johnstone's  Edinburgh  Magazine.     Tait :    Edinburgh 

This  is  the  age  of  periodicals ;  and^  above  all,  of  cheap  periodicals. 
A  revolution  has  taken  place  in  the  world  of  bookselling.  Penny  Magazines 
have  taken  the  place  of  fourteen-shilling  octavos^  and  two.guinea  quar- 
tos.   But  the  limits  of  the  Weekly  Magazines  have  been  found  too'^ con- 
fined to  allow  sufficient  scope  for  the  development  of  a  story^  or  for  a 
review  of  a  new  book^  so  ample  as  to  convey  to  the  reader  any  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  work  reviewed.    With  only  one  exception,  we  believe, 
the  demand  for  the  weekly  periodicals  has  greatly  declined  in  the  places 
where  they  first  obtained  a  large  sale ;  although  it  is  possible  that  what 
«niay  have  been  lost  in  the  principal  towns  has  been  compensated  by  acqui. 
fiitions  in  the  more  remote  quarters  to  which  the  circulation  of  the  cheap 
magazines  has  been  gradually  extending.     The  conductors  of  this  new 
cheap  periodical  have  chosen  the  monthly  interval  of  publication  ;  and 
we  think  wisely.     A  monthly  work  not  only  *'  admits  of  greater  scope, 
and    more  careful  balancing  and    arrangement   of  contents,"    than  a 
weekly  publication,  as  the  prospectus  of  Johnstone*^  Magazine  says, 
but  is  sure  of  the  patronage  of  the  higher  classes  of  retail  booksellers ; 
who,  although  they  dislike  all  cheap  literature^  on  account  of  the  serious 
injury  it  has  done  their  trade,  find  that  they  must  go  with  the  tide,  and 
are  led  to  foster  the  sale  of  Numbers  or  Parts  that  appear  monthly,  as 
the  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  intolerable  trouble  of  supplying  litera- 
ture in  weekly  doles  at  one  penny  each.    Nothing  is  said  in  the  pros- 
pectus of  this  New  Magazine  about  illustrations.     The  Magazine,  we 
presume,  is  intended  for  those  who  prefer  literature  to  large  wooden 
engravings ;  things  very  attractive  to  children,  but  to  adults  scarcely 
worth  the  room  they  occupy.   The  absence  of  wooden  cuts,  we  see  it  ad- 
vertised, will  enable  the  conductors  of  this  new  Magazine  to  give  as 
much  letterpress  for  eightpence,  as  the  Penny  Magazine  gives  for  one  shil- 
ling.    We  have  read  the  prospectus  of  Johnstone's  Magazine  with  care, 
and  say,  without  hesitation,  that  if  the  work  be  conducted  after  the 
manner  set  forth  in  the  prospectus,  it  will  be  the  best  of  the  cheap  pe- 
riodicals.    The  conductors  are  well  known   to  ite.     Both  of  them  are 
writers  of  no  common  talent.     Mr.  Johnstone's  style  is  correct,   clear, 
and  vigorous ;  and  Mrs.  Johnstone  enjoys  a  high  and  deserved  reputa- 
tion  as  a  writer  of  works  of  fancy.     Like  the  other  eminent  writers, 
however,  alluded  to  in  the  article,  "  French  and  English  authors,"  in 
our  present  number,  Mrs.  Johnstone  is  only  known  as  the  authoress  of 
several  books,   on   which  the  world  has  set   the  seal   of  its  approba- 
tion.     As   Mrs.   Johnstone,   she  is  scarcely  known  to  fame :  but    who 
that  has  read  Clar.-Albin,  in  which   she   made  her  literary  debut,  can 
be   insensible    to  the   merits  of  this  lady  as  a   novelist,  even  in  the 
first    development   of    her   powers  ?    and    who    that  has   perused   her 
more  matured  and  elaborate  production,  entitled  Elizabeth  de  Bruce,  can 
withhold  his  admiration  of  her  inventive  genius  and  natural  eloquence — 
her  subdued  but  effective  humour — her  rich  style,  teeming  with  redun- 
dant beauties — her  fine  tact,  and  nice  discrimination  of  character ;  toge- 
ther with  the  faculty  which  she  possesses  of  unfolding  the  most  compli- 
cated incidents  with  easy  grace,  vivid  distinctness,   and  never.failing 
propriety  ?     Of  her  accomplishments  as  an  imaginative  writer,  and  the 
interest  with  which  she  knows  how  to  invest  any  subject  of  fancy^  we 
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shall  submit  a  specimen  to  our  readers.  Mrs.  Johnstone,  however,  has 
not  confined  her  efforts  to  that  department  of  literature  in  which  she 
has  so  greatly  excelled.  Her  mind  is  essentially  versatile,  and  readily 
aocommodates  its  energies  to  any  task  in  which  it  may  suit  her  conve- 
nience to  engage ;  and  hence,  in  the  merest  matter-of-fact  pursuits,  no 
less  than  in  embodying,  and,  as  it  were,  vivifying  the  creations  of  fancy, 
she  has  been  pre-eminently  successful.  In  her  hands,  even  the  affairs  of 
the  cuisine  have  been  invested  with  an  intellectual  and  imaginative,  as 
well  as  physical  attraction ;  and  Meg  Dods  of  the  Cleikum  Jnn,  Si, 
Ronans,  has  received  the  honours  of  a  second  impersonation;  while 
Peregrine  S,  Touchwood  is  brought  again  upon  the  scene,  to  delight  us 
with  his  testy  humour,  and  saturnine  hcrUiommie,  In  a  wprd,  if  there  be 
any  author  of  the  day,  whether  male  or  female,  better  qualified  than  an- 
other to  conduct  a  periodical  intended  to  combine  instruction  with  amuse^ 
ment,  and  to  render  the  latter  the  vehicle  of  the  former,  that  author  is  Mrs. 
Johnstone ;  who,  besides  her  acknowledged  powers  as  an  original  writer, 
possesses  the  practical  tact  and  knowledge  which  can  only  be  acquired 
by  lengthened  experience  ;  and,  withal,  combines  a  degree  of  judgment 
and  prudence  we  have  rarely  found  equalled,  and  never  surpassed.  We 
have  no  doubt,  therefore,  of  the  success  of  the  periodical  with  which 
she  has  identified  her  name.  Her  stores  are  ample ;  her  industry  is 
indefatigable  ;  none  knows  better  the  duties  which  such  an  undertaking 
imposes  on  an  editor ;  and  there  are  few  indeed  who  can  bring  an  equal 
amount  of  talent  and  experience  to  assist  in  discharging  them.  We 
have  only  to  add  our  hearty  wish,  that  her  success  may,  in  some 
degree,  be  commensurate  with  her  great  and  undoubted  merits. 

Our  specimen  of  Mrs.  Johnstone's  works  of  fancy  shall  be  the  Three 
Westminster  Boys,  one  of  the  Tales  in  her  '^  Nights  of  the  Round 
Table;"*  and, although  it  is  our  favourite — in  the  opinion  of  many,  not  the 
best.  It  is  so  good,  however,  that  we  are  sure  that  those  of  our  readers 
who  have  perused  the  volume  from  which  we  extract  the  tale,  will  be 
more  inclined  to  thank  than  to  blame  us  for  submitting  it  again  to  their 
notice.  We  must  inform  those  to  whom  '^  Nights  of  the  Round  Table" 
is  not  known,  that  it  is  a  series  of  Tales  for  the  young. 

THE  THREE  WESTMINSTER  BOYS. 

The  Magic  Lantern,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Dodsley,  was  elegantly  and  ingenionsly 
formed.  He  chose  to  exhibit  its  wonders  himself ;  and,  story  and  picture  aiding 
and  illustrating  each  other,  agreeably  occupied  several  mights  of  the  ROUKD 

TABLE. 

**  Peep,  and  tell  us  what  you  see,  Charles,**  said  the  Rererend  showman  to  onr  old 
friend  Charles  Herbert.— ><<  An  old  building,  forms,  desks,  a  lofty  large  room,  many 
bofs  and  youths,  and  three  apart  and  prominenL*' — «  Let  me  look,**  cried  Sophia,— 
'*  Westminster  school,  I  declare !  and  those  three  boys ! — one  very  noble  and  graceftil ; 
the  next  dark,  thoughtful,  resolute,  with  keen  eyes,  and  compressed  lips ;  and  the 
third — O !  how  gently,  yet  brightly  he  smiles,  dear  bashful  boy,  as  his  dark,  bold 
companion  extends  his  arm,  haranguing  and  pointing  forward  to  some  high  distant 
object  I — A  picture  is  it, — a  figure  in  state  robes  ? — or  is  it  to  the  insignia  blazoned 
on  that  desk  ?— Nay,  I  daresay  he  wishes  to  be  head-master.** 

"  Have  you  all  seen  the  three  school-fellows  ?**  asked  Mr.  Dodsley ;  '<  look  at  them 
well,  for  here  they  part  on  the  path  of  life,  never  to  meet  again.  Presto  I  change :— > 
What  see  you  now,  Sophia  ?** — <<  Still  the  dark  stern  youth,  and  the  genUe  timid  one ; 
—they  are  older  now,  but  I  know  them  well.  The  noble-looking  boy  has  disappeared. 
The  scene  seems  chambers  in  the  Temple.  Thi-ough  an  open  window  I  have  a  glimpse 
of  gardens  :  piles  of  huge  books  are  lying  on  tables,  floors,  and  shelves.  The  dark 
"'*'"'■  ■         — ^1— — ^— — ^pi— ^» 
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T88eltite  youth  pores  on  a  black-letter  folio,  and  makes  as  it  were  notes  or  extracts. 
The  other  leans  by  the  window,  gazing  orer  the  gardens,  a  small  open  Yolume  flut- 
tering in  his  relaxed  hand.  Ha  I  I  read  on  it  <  Thomson^s  Seasons.*  '* — «  Yes,  Sophia, 
your  gentle  law-etudent  is  an  idle  rogue ;  he  baa  been  seduced  into  the  <  primrose 
paths  of  poesy*-~let  us  see  the  result ; — meanwhile  here  is  another  picture.*^ — **  Beau- 
tiful I  beautiful  I^*  cried  the  admiring  girl,  ^  A  large  ship  1" — «  An  outward-bound 
Indiaman,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley. — '<  All  her  sails  set,"  continued  Sophia.  **  How 
proudly,  how  statelily  she  ploughs  her  way,  breasting  the  waters  like  a  swan.  And 
there,  on  her  deck,  that  noble  gentleman,  the  third  Westminster  boy, — and  yet  not 
he^ — ^walking  so  proudly  as  if  in  accordance  with  the  majestic  motion  of  the  braTe 
ship.  I  am  glad  to  meet  him  again  : — and  all  those  military  attendants — the  gaudily- 
dressed  musical  band, — the  plumed  officers, — and  he  the  centre  of  all  1  What  a  great 
man  he  must  be,  and  how  well  honour  becomes  him.** 

<<  Shall  we  follow  his  progress  to  the  East,  or  return  to  yonder  gloomy,  sombre 
chamber  in  the  Temple  ?^ — ^<  Both,"*  cried  several  young  eager  yoices ;  *'  we  must  trace 
them  all, — all  the  three  school. fellows.** 

The  next  yiew  was  of  a  large  Oriental  city,  its  architectural  splendour  and  magni- 
ficence of  outline  glittering  in  the  dazzling,  but  uncertain  brilliance  of  the  morning 
sun ;  domes  and  minarets,  Mahomedan  mosques,  and  Indian  pagodas,  fountains,  and 
palaces,  and  stately  dwellings,  sparkling  in  the  outpouring  of  the  increasing  flood  of 
intense  and  golden  light.  Over  this  scene  were  grouped  and  scattered  Mussulmans, 
Arab  warriors,  Brahmins  and  Sepoys, — all  in  diversified  and  picturesque  costumes, 
•..4»mamented  palanquins,  European  officers  richly  dressed,  and  mounted  on  beautiful 
horses ;  elephants  prancing  in  their  splendid  trappings ;  females  and  children,  their 
dark  skins  and  silky  hair,  and  large  black  eyes,  contrasting  with  their  white  and 
gaudily  spangled  dresses ;  dancing  girls,  and  marabouts, — all,  in  short,  that  could 
compose  a  picture  of.  Oriental  beauty  and  splendour;  and  that  princely  man,  now  of 
middle  age,  on  the  large  white  elephant,  still  the  centre  of  all. 

The  scene  changed  slightly,  and  discovered  the  interior  of  the  magnificent  saloon  of 
a  residence  that  appeared  royal,  where  the  noble  figure,  whom  Sophia  still  rightly 
declared  the  third  boy  of  Westminster  school,  received,  in  Oiiental  state,  homage, 
paid  with  the  lowliest  prostrations  of  the  East,  from  a  long  train  of  nawaubs,  rajahs, 
and  envoys,  illustrious  captives  or  princely  tributaries,  whom  his  policy  or  his  prowess 
had  subdued  to  the  dominion  of  England.  Royal  and  magnificent  was  all  about  him ; 
his  aspect  grave,  dignified,  and  elate,  his  step  and  air  majestic ;  yet  the  shadow  of 
deep,  anxious  thought,  of  heart4trnck  care,  at  times  darkened  his  embrowned  visage. 
Whence  then  had  fled  the  generous,  sunny,  open  smile,  that  lightened  the  grey  walls 
of  Westminster  school? — the  noble,  free  expression  of  the  younger  man,  who  so 
proudly  trode  the  deck  of  the  outward-bound  Indiaman  ? 

**  Alas !  what  change  T*  said  Sophia ;  <<  I  almost  dread,  yet  long  to  follow  him 
farther. " 

Dim,  troubled,  misty  scenes  next  flitted  by ;  battles  hid  in  smoke  and  obscurity ; 
the  wide  plain  of  Hindostan  flooded  or  desolate,— naked  huddled  millions,  signs  of 
disaster,  Aimine,  and  miseiy ;  and  in  the  foreground  still  that  princely  man,  his  fea- 
tures ploughed  with  care,  knitting  his  brows  in  fierce  anger  and  disdain,  stamping  on 
the  ground,  while  his  eastern  slaves  cowered  around  him,  as  he  hastily  perused  letters 
and  despatches,  his  English  secretary,  attendants,  and  aids-de-camp  standing  back, 
anxiously  scanning  his  looks,  and  reading  his  troubled  mind  in  his  working  and 
eloquent  features. 

This  scene  passed,  and  he  was  next  seen  in  an  English  ship,  more  stately  if  possible 
than  the  former  vessel,  freighted  with  all  the  rich  and  rare  productions  of  the  East ; 
but  the  bright  look  had  waxed  dim,  the  buoyant  step  of  the  outward-bound  voyager 
was  now  heavy  and  slow.  Anon,  and  he  lay  reclined  on  a  conch  on  the  deck,  under 
a  silken  and  gold  awning.  A  physician  felt  his  pulse ;  black  servants  in  splendid 
costumes  fanned  him;  others  approached  with  profound  salams,  bearing  perfumes, 
and  offering  service,  as  they  might  have  done  to  a  divinity.  Indifferent  to  all,  his  eye 
remained  riveted  on  one  paper,  on  a  few  cabalistic  words,  which,  like  the  damned 
blood-spot  on  the  hand  of  Lady  Macbeth,  would  not  out,  could  not  sweeten. 

<<  Turn  we  again  to  England,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley,  shifting  the  scene,  ^  to  our  stem 
ambitious,  iron-minded  man,  of  invincible  purpose,  of  unconquerable  perseverance 
and,  let  me  add,  of  strong  intellect,  and  yet  stronger  ambition :— there  you  see  him, 
the  slough  of  the  Temple  cast,  in  the  King*s  Bench,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the 
Commons*  House  of  Parliament,  every  energy  of  his  mind  in  perpetual  activity,  already 
nrroanded  by  satellites,  the  ministers  or  slaves  of  his  will,  subdued  by  that  mighty 
and  reaittlen  will  to  its  own  purposes  of  selfish  aggrandknment|  «f  intrigue  and  poU- 
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tical  ambition,  and,  it  may  occasion  ally  be,  of  pure  patriotism.  And  now,  every 
obstacle  oyercome,  undermined,  or  boldly  trampled  under  foot,  see  bim  make  one  grand 
spring  to  reach  the  height  at  which  erery  act  of  his  life  has  aimed  ;  while  all  men,  the 
stronger  as  well  as  the  feebler  spirits,  give  way  to  hia  resistless  progress,  or  cheer  him 
on  to  the  spot  where  lie  the  coveted  rich  robes,  the  patents,  and  the  purses,  and  by  these 
the  mighty  insigna  of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England/* 

*<  I  begin  to  long  for  a  glimpse  of  our  gentle  buy  now,**  said  Sophia,  ^<  dreaming 
over  his  <  Thom8on*s  Seasons.*  Has  he  been  borne  down  by  the  torrent  which  has 
carried  his  bold  and  daring  companion  so  high  and  far  ? — ^Our  gentle  interesting  boy  I 
—has  he  been  cast  away  like  a  weed,  or  has  he  cast  away  himself  ?** — <'  You  shall 

judge,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley, — *'  Here  is  our  lost  one **    And  there  he  was,  the  very 

boy,  developed  in  the  thin,  melancholy,  wo-worn  man,  sitting  lonely  on  a  tombstone^ 
under  the  elms  of  a  country  churchyard — ^^  He  is  curate  of  that  church,**  said 
Sophia;  ^  and  I  daresay  he  has  lost  his  wife  or  his  child.  How  refined  and  how 
expressive  are  his  faded  features ;  a  look  of  meek  resignation,  stealing  over  the  traces 
of  some  deep  mysterious  affliction.** 

<<  He  never  was  in  orders,  nor  yet  had  wife  or  child,  my  spriglitly  guesser,**  said  Mr. 
Dodsley.  *<  Mental  blight,  dark  and  fearful  trial,  and  the  utter  desolation  of  worldly 
prospects,  have  passed  all  over  him  ;  but  he  is,  as  you  see,  better  now, — there  is  even  an 
occasional  flash  of  humour  kindling  over  those  placid  features,— ^f  which,  however^ 
gentle  kindness,  deep,  holy  submission,  is  the  fixed  and  habitual  expression.** 

<'  It  makes  my  heart  ache  to  see  him  so  far  thrown  out,**  said  Sophia ;  ^  for 
even  at  Westminster  1  liked  him  best** — "  He  was  my  boy,  too,**  cried  Fanny.  This 
was  not  quite  correct,  for  Sophia  had  expressed  strong  sympathy  with  the  <'  noble 
boy,**  as  she  called  him,  and  great  admiration  of  the  Oriental  Vice-king;  but  Mr. 
Dodsley  accepted  her  own  interpretation  of  her  altered  feelings,  and  said,  '<  He  was 
<  a  stricken  deer  that  left  the  hei^* — nor  was  he  free  from  blame ;  but  his  dark  hour 
is  past  Shall  we  follow  him  to  his  humble  abode,  not  far  from  those  churchyard 
elms,  or  return  to  those  scenes  of  splendour,  of  grandeur,  of  substantial  wealth,  of  real 
power,  in  which  his  early  compeei-s  preside,  guiding  or  wielding  the  energies  and  the 
destinies  of  nations  ?** 

*<  Follow  him.  Sir,**  said  Sophia ;  and  the  boys,  though  anxious  for  more  stirring 
pictures  of  life,  politely  yielded  to  her  wish.  The  quickly-shifting  scenes  exhibited  a 
dull,  dingy,  and  even  mean«looking  house,  in  the  centre  of  a  small,  fifth-rate  market 
town,  and  again  a  low-roofed  parlour  in  that  house,  very  plainly  furnished  with 
things  neither  fine  nor  new,  and  still  less  fashionable.  Here  sat  an  elderly,  but  comely 
gentleivoman  knitting ;  and  before  her  stood  a  plain  tea  equipage,  waiting,  as  the 
next  scene  showed,  the  arrival  of  the  loiterer  under  the  churchyard  elms,  whom  she 
seemed  to  welcome  with  the  placid  smile  of  long-tried  affection.  This  scene  looked 
brighter  than  the  former.  The  old  window  curtain  was  let  down,  the  old  sofa 
wheeled  in,  the  tea-kettle  was  steaming, — and  it  was  singing  also,  no  doubt,  if  pic- 
tures could  give  out  sounds ;  the  shadows  of  a  blazing  fire  of  wood  ivere  dancing  and 
quivering  on  walls  and  roof,  and  shining  on  all  the  polished  surfaces  oi  the  furniture  ; 
and  a  couple  of  hares,  at  a  touch,  were  seen  in  another  scene,  leaping  from  a  box. 
They  gamboled  and  wheeled  on  the  well-bnished  carpet,  their  benevolent  master  and 
protector  looking  on  their  sports,  and  caracoles,  and  gambades,  with  pleased,  affec- 
tionate, and  even  interested  eyes. 

<*  How  lively  those  scenes — they  are  nature  itself,  Mr.  Dodsley,**  said  Miss  Jane 
Harding.     **  Your  magic  lantern  is  the  finest  mimic  representation  of  life  I  ever 


saw." 


<*  I  know  whereabouts  we  are  now,**  cried  Sophia,  in  a  low,  earnest,  yet  delighted 
tone  of  voice.  "  Olney  !  Cowperl  Mi's.  Unwin  !— Ah  !  sulky  Tiney,  and  Mistress 
Bess  the  vaultcr!**  '^  Let  me  see,  let  me  seel**  cried  the  younger  children ;  and  So- 
phia  had  now  a  much  stronger  object  of  interest  than  the  pictured  scene,  which  she 
left  tu  Fanny  and  Charles,  and  the  other  little  ones. 

**  But  the  studious,  thoughtful  youth,  who  pored  over  the  folio  in  the  Temple,**  she 
cried,  **  the  dark-browed,  stein  man  of  the  Chancery  Court,  Cowper^s  early  friend, 
who  was  he  ?** 

"  Edward  Thurlow,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.** — *<  And  that  other  boy—. 
the  noble  boy — the  Westminster  scholar  ?**  said  Sophia. 

«  Warren  Hastings,  Governor-General  of  India.  These  three  youths  started  from 
the  same  point  In  birth,  Cowper  was  certainly  the  most  distinguished  of  the  three ; 
—of  their  respective  talents  we  will  not  now  speak — great  men  they  all  were—good 
men  too,  let  us  hope.  The  lot  was  cast  into  the  lap.  All  started  for  the  prize : — ^by 
routes  how  different  did  each  gain  the  appointed  place  where  all  human  traveller! 
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meet !  What  then  were  their  gains  ? — ^which  was  happiest  in  his  course  of  life  ?  But 
we  must  follow  them  farther:  true  is  ths  Italian  proverb,  which  says  that  no  man 
can  be  pronounced  happy  till  he  is  dead  !  Which  of  the  three  Westminster  boys  be- 
came the  best  man  ?     Which  most  nobly  fulfilled  his  duties  to  his  God,  his  country, 

and  his  kind  ?     Which now  that  they  are  all  gone  to  their  reward — enjoys  the 

widest,  the  pni-est,  the  highest  fame  ?  Which  remains  the  best  model  to  the  youth 
of  England  ?  Not  one  of  the  three  faultless,  without  doubt ;  but  which  of  these 
three  great  men  comes  nearest  the  mark  at  which  you,  my  boys,  would  aim  V* 

"  I  suppose  Lord  Thurlow  was  Chancellor  before  Henry  VII.'s  time,**  said  Fanny 
Herbert ;  and  Charles  added  in  explanation,  <'  Our  history  of  England  only  begins 
then,  so  we  don't  know  Lord  Thurlow.  Sir  Thomas  More,  you  remember,  Fanny  ? 
->be  was  a  merry,  kind  man,  that  Chancellor/' 

<<  Your  history  goes  back  to  a  decently  remote  period,'*  said  Mr.  Dodsley,  smiling 
at  the  observation  of  the  young  historians.  ^  Lord  Thurlow  held  this  high  office  at 
a  very  recent  date,  in  the  reign  of  George  TIL,  at  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Hastings  ex- 
ercised the  mighty  government  of  the  East,  and  Mr.  Cowper  lived  in  neglect,  and  ob- 
scurity, composing  his  poetry.*' 

<<  If  we  weie  to  judge  by  our  little  audience,"  said  Mrs.  Herbert,  ^<  one  of  your  ques- 
tions, nay,  perhaps  two,  are  already  answered.  The  modest  poet,  living  apart  in  that 
nameless  obscurity,  already  enjoys  not  only  a  higher,  but  a  more  universal  fame  than 
either  of  his  youthful  compeei's.  All  our  good  little  folks  here  know  him,  less  or 
more,  in  his  daily  life,  as  well  as  in  his  beautiful  verse;  they  read  him,  and  quote 
him,  and  love  him ;  and,  by  daily  draughts  from  his  stores  of  wisdom  and  of  love, 
nourish  their  moral  and  intellectual  nature  to  a  strength  and  stature  it  might  never 
otherwise  have  attained." 

<<  I  fear  you  are  a  confirmed  Cowperlte,"  said  Miss  Harding  io  her  sister.  «  But 
what  say  you,  young  gentlemen  ?" 

"  Hastings  for  me  I"  cried  Mr.  Frank  Consadine,  the  Irish  youth.  ^'  Hastings, 
Prince  and  Conqueror!"— *'  And  for  me  the  woolsack,"  cried  George  Herbert.  <<  I 
would  rather,  I  think,  just  now, — but  I  may  change  my  mind, — be  High  Chancellor 
of  England,  than  England's  Sovereign ;  to  the  one  a  prince  is  bom,  the  other  a  man 
must  achieve." 

<<  If,"  said  Norman  Gordon,  the  Scottish  youth,  ^<  one  could  be  an  Eastern  Vice- 
king,  or  English  Chancellor,  and  author  of  the  '  Task'  at  the  same  time,  one  would 
be  at  no  loss  to  decide  ;"  and  be  half-laughed  at  the  profound  silliness  of  his  own 
cautious  conclusion. 

"  You  would  unite  impossibilities,  Mr.  Norman,"  said  the  Curate.  "  Cowper's 
poetry  required  not  only  an  original  cast  or  bias  of  mind,  but  a  preparatory  course  of 
life,  and  a  mental  discipline  quite  peculiar — very  different,  indeed,  from  that  of  a 
lawyer  and  politician  or  Eastern  legislator  and  conqueror.  We  must  take  our  three 
school-boys  and  men  exactly  as  we  find  them;  and  determine  the  claims,  and  esti- 
mate  the  happiness  of  each  on  his  own  merits,  nor  think  of  what  might  have  been." 

The  younger  children  liked  pictures  better  than  discussion  ;  so  the  whole  group  so- 
licited  Mr.  Dodsley  to  proceed  with  his  exhibition,  which  he  did,  still  adhering  to 
the  original  idea. 

'<  To  afford  you  wider  grounds  for  forming  your  opinions,  my  little  friends,  you 
shall  see  each  of  our  heroes  by  his  own  fireside,  and  also  in  more  active  and  distin- 
guished scenes.  This  first,  is  the  Lords'  House  of  Parliament,  solemn  and  antique 
with  its  Gothic,  tag-rag  decorations. 

<<  It  is  the  day  of  a  trial.  These  are  the  Peers  of  Britain,..-yonder  the  judges  and 
prelates  of  the  land, — there  some  of  the  young  princes  of  the  blood-royal,  honoured 
in  being  created  members  of  this  House.  Taken  all  in  all,  the  scene  before  you  re- 
presents the  most  august  tribunal  in  the  world;  and  before  that  tribunal  is  arraigned 
Warren  Hastings,  the  victim  of  a  triumphant  faction,  the  object  of  much  ignorant 
clamour,  and  of  popular  hatred,  which  one  can  yet  hardly  condemn,  as  it  sprung  from 
the  best  feelings  of  humaniiy.  You  see  the  long  perspective  of  counsel,  and*clerks,  and 
ushers,  and  reporters.  That  is  Burke,  who, with  the  lightnings  of  his  eloqiience, blights 
and  withers  the  once-flourishing  and  princely  Hastings.  And  there  stands  Sheridan, 
ready  to  pounce  on  his  victim, — to  hold  up  the  prouo-minded  yice-king  to  the  abhor- 
rence and  execration  of  the  world,  as  a  monster  of  rapacity,  cruelty,  and  tyranny, 
swollen  with  wealth  and  bloated  with  crime,  the  desolator  of  the  fairest  portion  of 
the  East,  the  wholesale,  cold-blooded  murderer  of  millions  of  Asiatics. 

'<  The  partisan  orator  may  be  half-conscious  of  the  falsehood  of  many  of  his  repre- 
sentations, and  entirely  so  of  their  artificial  gloss  and  high  colouring;  but  candour 
and  truth  are  not  the  object  of  the  party  man ;  he  vehemently  proceeds  in  his  state- 
ments, boldly  makes  his  charges,  and  eloquently  supports  them. 
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«  We  ihall  now  presume  the  Houee  adjourned,  and  follow  Haitings  to  hli  retire- 
ment. Where  now,  Sophia,  it  the  gay  Westminster  boy,  the  gallant,  ambit ious^ 
high-minded  statesman  and  soldier  of  the  east  ?  Can  you  trace  him  in  that  sallow, 
drooping,  arraigned  criminal*  whose  spirit  is  chafed  almost  to  madness.  In  public  he 
foldd  up  his  arms  in  self-supporting  disdain  ;  he  tries  to  smooth  his  c;ire-woi'n  brow, 
and  to  teach  his  quivering  lip  to  curl  in  contempt  of  his  open  accusers,  and  mora 
nincorous  secret  enemies.  But,  alas  I  contempt  and  disdain  of  our  fellow-men  are 
not  calm,  much  less  are  they  happy  feelings.  The  penccuted,  if  not  yet  degraded 
man,  is  sick  at  his  very  soul ;  his  heart  is  bursting  with  the  indignant  anguish  which 
will  break  it  at  last  There  mny  have  been,  and  in  this  still  hour  of  self-communion 
conscience  so  whispers,  things  faulty  and  blame-worthy  in  his  bold  and  illustrious 
oireer.  Nor  is  he  free  of  guilt ;  for  his  station  was  one  of  great  difficulty,  and 
loaded  with  responsibility  which  might  make  even  the  strongest  and  best-hearted  man 
tremble.  Images  of  long-acted,  painful  tcenes  rise  before  him  in  his  solitude ;  actions 
justified,  in  their  passing,  by  the  plea  of  a  strong  necessity,  which  he  dislikes  and 
dreads  to  think  of  now.  And  here,  the  world  shut  out,  siin'ouoded  as  he  is  with  all 
the  wealth  and  luxury  of  the  eastern  and  western  hemisphere%  the  hoolings  of  th« 
London  rabble,  and  the  hissiui^  uf  the  adder-tongues  of  his  enemies,  still  ring  in  his 
ears ;  and  to  these  envenomed  sounds  conscience  in  his  own  bosom  returns  a  faint, 
yet  an  undying  echo.  Perhaps  he  may  wish,  in  this  anguished  hour,  that  his  lot, 
though  less  splendid,  had  been  more  safi*. 

<(  To  l)«guile  an  hour  of  care  he  takes  up  a  volume  of  the  poetry  of  his  old  school* 
fellow,  the  lost  William  Cowper.  He  has  little  leisure  for  literature,  but  a  lingering 
taste  remains  for  what  engrossed  eo  many  of  the  happy  hours  of  happier  days.  Ha 
turns  lip  one  passage  after  another ;  and  the  map  and  history  of  CowpeFs  life  lie 
before  him.  Are  his  findings  those  of  pity  or  of  envy  ?  Probably  they  are  a  strangely- 
entangled  mixture  of  both.  His  eye  is  riveted  on  a  passage  in  the  poem  of  Ezpostu* 
lation  \  he  reads  on  and  on ;  and,  as  if  spell-urged,  pronounces  aloud, 

*  Bait  thou,  though  fockled  at  fair  Freedom*!  breast, 
Exported  slavery  to  the  conquered  East  ? 
Pulled  down  the  tyrants  India  served  with  dreads 
And  raised  thyself  a  greater  in  their  stead  f 
Gone  thither  arroed  and  hunKry,  returned  Ml, 
Fed  from  the  richest  veins  of  the  Mogul, 


'  A  despot  big  with  power,  obtained  by  wealth. 
And  that  obtained  by  rapine  and  by  stealth  V 


Hastings  can  read  no  farther.  This  passage  could  not,  did  not  apply  to  himself;  in 
his  proud  integrity  of  heart  he  felt  assured  of  this.  The  opinions,  too,  were  those  of 
ignorance.  What  could  Cowper  know  of  the  East.  And  then  he  wonders  at  the 
latitude  of  discussion,  and  ihe  licentiousness  of  the  press  in  England.  He  dips 
again ;  his  fortune  may  be  better  this  time ;  for  in  these  rich  volumes  he  perceives 
that  there  is  much  poetic  beauty.  He  is  more  fortunate  now,  for  he  opena  at  tlia 
admired  description  of  the  coming  in  of  the  Post.  How  fine  an  opening  !  and  hs 
read  aloud--. 

<  Haifc  I  *tlf  the  twanging  horn  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

fiut  oh  I  the  important  budget !  ushered  in 
Wtth  such  heart-ahaking  music,  who  can  say 
What  are  its  tidings  ?— have  our  troops  awaked  f 
Or  do  thev  still,  as  if  with  opium  drugged. 
Snore  to  the  murmurs  of  the  Atlantic  wave  f 
la  India  Faes  ?  and  does  she  wear  her  plumed 
And  Jewelled  turtMui  with  a  smile  of  peace* 
Or  do  we  grind  her  still  ?'     i    ■ 

<<  The  heart-struck  but  fascinated  reader  proceeds  on,  in  spite  of  himself,  till  hs 
finishes  the  finest  passages  of  the  poem,  those  which  unveil  the  habits  and  amiable 
character  of  his  early  friend.  If  there  were  some  stir  and  bitterness  in  his  spirit  on 
the  fii*st  perusal  of  offensive  strictures,  that  is  past  now.  He  lays  down  the  book 
with  a  quiet  sigh ;  and,  striving  to  fix  his  mind  upon  all  that  has  bceu  most  brilliant 
in  his  fortunes,  can  only  remember  how  many  yeara  have  elapsed  since  he  was  a 
Westminster  school-boy ;  and  that  both  he  and  William  Cowper  have  long  since  passed 
the  meridian  of  life. 

<<  Are  you  not  yet  tired,  Miss  Fanny,  of  gazing  on  that  gorgeous  bed-chamber,*' 
said  the  curate;  '*  the  bed  of  carved  ivory  and  gold,  the  silken  draperies,  and  couches 
of  crimson  and  gold  curiously  worked ;  the  silver-framed  mirrors,  the  rich  porcelain 
Tases  and  foot-baths ;  the  splendid  toilette,  with  its  jewelled  ornaments ;  the  ivory 
and  ebony  cabinets,  richly  inlaid  with  gold,  and  in  the  highest  style  of  eastern  deco- 
imtio%  exhibiting  groups  exquisitely  executed ;  religious  processions,  festival^  mar* 
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in  short,  a  series  of  gorgeous  pictnres  of  eastern  manners  P  Those  caskets  on 
the  toilette  contain  some  of  the  rarest  jewels  of  the  East.  That  large  emerald  is  to  be 
sent  to-morrow  morning  to  a  certain  lady  of  'questionable  fame,  but  of  great  in- 
fluence I  for  the  proud  Hastings  must  stoop  to  make  friends,  at  this  crisis,  by  arts 
he  would  once  have  spumed,  and  still  loathes.  That  gold  bed,  preserred  with  such 
care  in  his  own  chamber,  is  intended  for  a  gift  or  tribute  to  the  Queen  of  Bngland.** 

The  children  were  not  yet  satisfied  with  gaaing ;  and  Mrs.  Herbert  said,  «  I  ftar, 
my  dears,  if  thus  fascinated  by  grandeur,  you  will  ill  bear  a  transition  to  the  dull, 
low-roofed  parlour  at  Olney.**— '<  No  :  were  it  a  dungeon  with  such  inmates,**  cried 
Sophia,  resolutely  turning  fh>m  the  beautiful  pictiira  of  the  interior  of  Mr.  Hastings* 
bed^:hamber._«  Well  said,  Sophia,  if  you  stand  to  it,**  returned  her  mother. — <<  But 
I  see  Charles  and  Mr.  Norman  long  fbr  another  peep  of  those  Eastern  weapons  sus- 
pended oyer  the  chimney.** — *^  That  most  beaotiful  scimitar,  the  handle  studded  and 
biasing  with  jewels  !**  cried  the  peeping  boy, — "  and  those  exquisite  pistols !  how  was 
it  possible  to  paint  them  so  truly  ?    And  that — Damascus  blade,  did  you  call  it  P** 

**  Lest  the  transition  to  sad,  sombre,  puritanic  Olney,  be  too  Tiolent,  wr  will  first, 
if,  you  please^  visit  the  Lord  Chancellor,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley..*'' Presto  1  There  he  is 
at  the  head  of  the  State  Council-board ;  these  are  his  colleagues — his  party  friends,  his 
riyals,  his  fiatterers,  his  onderminers,  ranged  on  each  side  of  him ;  and  he  knows  them 
all  well ;  they  may  injure,  but  they  cannot  deceive  him.  He  looks  grim,  and  ston, 
and  unhealthy.  Even  now  there  is  spasm  upon  him  ;  a  youth  of  hard  sedentary  study, 
s  manhood  of  incessant  labour,  and  latterly,  a  weight  of  public  and  of  private  cares, 
have  weighed  and  broken  down  Lord  Thurlow.  He  looks  old  before  his  time.  His 
temper,  even  his  friends  allow,  has  become  rugged,  boisterous^  arrogant,— almost 
brutaL  But  they  know  not  the  secret  pangs  that  torture  him,  or  they  might  bear 
with  patience,  or  pardon  with  gentleness,  those  fierce  ebullitions  of  rage  that 
will  not  acknowledge  sickness  nor  infirmity.  Even  in  the  death-gripe,  he  will 
clutch  those  magic  seals.  But  now  he  presides  at  that  Board,  where  the  sub* 
ject  of  discussion  is  the  glory  and  safety  of  the  Empirs^ — the  weal  or  wo  of 
millions  yet  unborn.  If  the  feeling  of  bodily  languor  for  an  instant  overpower 
his  intellectual  energies,  alarmed  ambition  stings  his  mind  into  preternatural  strength, 
fbr  he  penetrates  the  arts  of  a  wily  rival,  who,  affecting  to  acquiesce  in  his  measures, 
secretly  labours  to  thwart  them,  and  to  undermine  him  in  the  favour  and  confidence 
of  his  sovereign.  He  puts  forth  all  his  strength,  tramples  the  reptile  in  the  dust,  and 
seats  himself  at  the  head  of  empire  mure  firmly  and  securely  than  ever.  Is  he  happy 
now  P  He  thinks  he  should  be  so,  but  he  thinks  little  of  it;  he  has  leisure  for  no- 
thing, heart  for  nothing,  memory  for  nothing,  save  his  high  function,  and  the  aits 
necessary  to  maintain  himself  in  it.  He  has  no  time,  and  indeed  no  wish  to  ascertain 
his  own  state  either  of  body  or  mind.  If  he  has  no  leisure  to  attend  to  his  health, 
how  can  he  be  supposed  to  have  time  for  self-examination,  or  for  serious  thought. 
He  once  had  many  schemes,  the  growth  of  his  strong  and  even  enlarged  mind,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  State,  and  the  happiness  of  his  old  private  friends,~..but  they  must  be 
delayed.  And  now  he  loees  even  the  wish  for  their  accomplishment;  his  heart,  never 
either  very  kind  or  soft,  has  become  narrowed  as  well  as  callous ;  his  temper  waxes 
more  and  more  hard,  and  gloomy,  and  repulsive;  his  private  friends  fall  ofi^,  disgusted 
by  his  neglect,  and  surly,  arrogant  haughtiness.  They  have  no  longer  any  common 
sympathies  with  Edward,  Lord  Thurlow.  He  stalks  through  his  magnificent  house 
alone ;  he  writes,  erases,  bums,  knits  his  brows  over  communications  and  despatches 
which  offend  him,— and  many  things  offend  him, — he  sits  up  half  the  night  plunged 
in  business ;  the  surgeon,  who  of  late  sleeps  in  his  house,  administers  a  sleeping  draught, 
and  he  will  try  to  obtain  a  few  honrs  of  troubled  repose.  Had  pride  allowed  him, 
ho  could  almost  have  addressed  the  obsequiotis  medical  man  in  the  welL«emembered 
words  of  Macbeth, — 

*  Canst  thou  not  minister  to  a  ntnd  diseaied  f ' 
Many,  many  years  ago,  he  had  seen  Garrick  play  that  character  and  many  others^ 
when  William  Cowpcr,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  was  his  companion  to  Drary  Laneu 
They  had  spouted  the  favourite  passages  together  fifty  times,  aAer  returning  home  to 
sup,  now  in  Cowper*s  chambers,  now  in  Thurlow*s.  Of  rhetoric  and  declamation, 
Bward  Thurlow  was  ever  an  admirer ;  young  Cowper  relished  more  the  intense  pas- 
sion, or  the  deep  pathos  of  the  scene. 

«  The  memory  of  his  old  fellow-student  and  companion  had  been  revived  on  this 
night,  by  the  arrival  of  a  volume,  just  published,  of  Cowper*8  poetry.  With  a  fieeling 
bordering  on  conteihpt,  Lord  Thurlow  threw  it  from  him  unopened.  Now  another 
scene  of  our  magic  glass,  and  behold  the  High  Chancellor  lays  his  throbbing  but  ever 
clear  head  on  a  downy  pillow,  and  sets  his  ^nim- watch  to  an  early  hear ;  fer^  tick 
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or  well,  he  must  be  at  Windsor  by  ten  to-morrow.  He,  however,  leaves  orders,  that 
at  whntever  hour  his  private  secretary,  who  is  waiting  the  issue  of  an  important  de- 
bate in  the  House  of  Commons,  shall  return,  he  be  admitted  to  him;— Lord  Thurlow 
has  an  impression,  that,  though  he  may  stretch  his  limbs  on  that  bed  of  state,  sleep 
will  not  visit  him  till  he  leani  tlie  fortune  of  the  day — hears  how  the  vote  has  gone. 
It  was  a  debate  on  the  African  slave-trade.  He  first  inquired  the  vole — it  was  fa- 
vourable. He  glanced  over  the  reports  of  the  leading  speeches : — the  vote  was  his, 
—but  the  feeling,  the  spirit  of  the  night  was  strongly  against  him.  Thei'e  was  the 
speech  of  Charles  Fox ;  and  he  had  quoted  Cowper  I — a  beautiful  apostrophe  to  free- 
dom, cheered  by  all  the  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  forced  to  admire^  vote 
afterwards  as  they  might. 

^  Lord  Thurlo%v  now  sets  himself  to  sleep  in  good  earnest,  and  his  strong  will  ii 
omnipotent  even  here.  But  over  the  empire  of  di*cams  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  had 
no  power, — Fancy  is  not  a  ward  of  Chancery.  His  visions  were  gloomy  and  dis- 
tempered. His  youth,  his  manhood,  his  present  life,  are  all  fantastically,  but  vividly 
blended.  Sometimes  the  spirit  that  haunts  him  is  the  Prince  of  Wales,  then  it  be- 
comes Charles  Fox,  and  anon  it  changes  to  William  Cowper,  and  again  back  to  Fox. 
But  his  hour  comes,  the  alarum  walies  him,  and  he  is  almost  glad  of  the  relief. 

"  Would  you  choose  to  see  the  Chancellor's  dressing-room,  Fanny,  and  his  anti- 
chamber,  and  the  persons  met  in  levee  there,  tlius  early,  in  a  chill,  foggy,  winter*i 
moruin<;  ?**     Fanny  chose  to  do  so. 

And  there  was  seen  the  plain  chamber  of  the  English  Minister,  lights  burning 
dimly  in  the  cold,  heavy  air, — a  fire  cholced  with  smoke. 

^  Ah,  poor  old  gentleman,"  cried  Fanny,  <<  there  he  is,  so  cold,  I  am  sure,  and  lo 
very  cross  he  looks, — the  popr  sei-vant  that  shaves  him  looks  so  terribly  frightened. 
Well,  considering  how  late  he  was  of  getting  to  bed,  and  all,  I  don*t  think,  brother 
George,  it  is  very  pleasant  to  be  a  High  Chancellor — at  least  in  winter;  particularly 
when  thelKing  wishes  to  see  him  so  early  at  Windsor,  to  scold  him  perhaps.** 

<<  O,  you  silly  child,"  said  her  sister. 

«  Not  so  silly.  Miss  Sophia,"  said  the  Curate.  <'  To  be  sure,  there  is  no  great  bard- 
ship  visible  here,  still  I  could  have  wished  the  Lord  Chancellor  a  longer  and  sounder 
sleep ;  and  it  is  very  wise,  Fanny,  to  learn  young,  <  that  all  is  not  gold  which  glisters.* 
But  now  we  shall  suppose  the  Chancellor  shaved  and  booted,  his  hasty  cup  of  coffee 
•wallowed — as  the  Jews  did  the  Passover — standing,  his  loins  girt ;  for  he  too  is  bound 
for  the  wilderness.  In  short,  he  detests  Windsor  interviews.  A  secretary  bears  his 
portfolio ;  his  carnage  is  at  the  door ;  he  hurries  through  the  circle  of  adulators^ 
sollciters  of  his  patronage,  understrappers  of  all  kinds,  that  wait  his  appearance,.-- 
the  whole  herd  hateful  to  him,  and  he  to  them ;  and  he  is  not  a  man  of  gloxing  words 
or  feigning  courtesy.  No  man  in  England  can  say  '  No*  more  gruffly  or  decidedly. 
A  few  indispensable  words  uttered,  he  hurries  on.  Near  the  door  you  note  a  young 
clergyman,  his  fine  features  <  sicklied  o*er  with  the  pale  cast  of  thought.*  His  pro- 
file strikingly  resembles  that  of  William  Cowper,  and  Lord  Thurlow  recalls  his 
dream,  and  Charles  Fox*s  quotation  ;  and,  with  his  old  accurate  Temple  habits,  takes 
the  portfolio  himself,  and  directs  his  secretary  to  return  and  bring  him  a  volume 
'  lying  on  the  third  shelf  of  a  certain  cabinet  in  his  business-room,  between  a  pam- 
phlet on  India  afiiiirs,  and  that  something  about  Lord  George  Gordon.*  He  now  per- 
fectly recollected — for  his  memory  was  tenacious  of  everything — that  Cowper  had 
lost  his  paltry  sort  of  appointment,*,  had  gone  deranged, — was  always  jrtoamuA,— and 
now  piped  in  some  rural  shades  or  other,  sunk  into  nobodp,  with  probably  not  poli- 
tical interest  sufficient  to  influence  the  election  of  the  neighbouring  borough-reeve. 
There  had  been  a  degree  of  impertinence  in  sending  such  a  book  to  him ;  or  it  was, 
at  least,  an  act  of  silliness,  and  showed  small  knowledge  of  life.  But  Fox  had  quoted 
it ;  so  once  beyond  the  smoke  of  London,  Thurlow  turns  over  the  leaves.  The  car- 
riage rolls  on,  post-haste,  to  the  audience  of  Majesty  ;  but  habit  has  enabled  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  read  even  in  the  most  rapid  whirling  motion.  He  dips  at  random 
in  search  of  Fox^s  passage,  and  stumbles  on  that  splendid  one — '  All  flesh  is  grass.' 
<  Cowper  should  have  been  in  the  church/  thought  he ;  *  a  dignified  churchman  he 
is  unfit  for ;  but  he  might  have  made  a  tolerable  parish  priest,  if  he  would  steer  clear 
of  Methodistical  nonsense.* — He  dips  again — <One  sheltered  hare  ;*  <  winning  stuff! 
or  is  he  mad  still  ?'  His  eye  falls  on  that  passage  beginning— <  How  various  his 
employments  whom  the  world  calls  idle  ;*  and  he  reads  on,  not  with  the  natural 
feelings  of  Hastings,  but  yet  not  wholly  unmoved,  till  he  got  to  the  words,  <  Sipping 
calm  th6  fragrant  lymph  which  neatly  she  prepares,'  when,  throwing  down  the  book, 
the  man,  strong  in  the  spirit  of  this  world's  wisdom,  mutters  to  himself,  <  piperly 
trash ! — and  is  it  this  Charles  Fox  quotes  ?     The  devil  quotes  scripture  for  his  nae^ 
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sad  Fox  would  qaote  the  deril  for  his.'  Lord  Tharlow  then  plunges  into  that  red 
portfolio  which  engrosses  so  much  of  his  time — so  much  of  his  souL 

*^  And  now  *  the  proud  keep  of  Windsor*  rises  on  the  amhitious,  and  prosperous, 
and  proud  statesman: — he  smooths  his  brow;  his  soTereign  welcomes  him  g^ra- 
ciously  ;  his  audience  passes  off  well ;  he  hastens  back  to  London,  where  a  thousand 
affiiirs  await  to  occupy  and  torture,  though  they  cannot  distract  him.  He  snatches  a 
morsel  of  cold  meat ;  swallows  a  glass  of  wine :  and  off  to  the  House  of  Peers,  to  be 
baited  for  six  long  hours  by  the  bull-dogs  of  Opposition." 

<<  And  what  has  the  poor  gentleman  for  all  this  ?"  said  little  Fanny.  '<  I  am  sure 
he  has  hard  work  of  it." 

**  How  idly  you  do  talk,  Fanny ;  is  he  not  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  ?**  cried 
her  sister. 

**  And  fills  high— I  may  say,  the  highest  place ;  has  immense  patronage ;  is  the 
makei'  of  bishops^  and  deans,  and  judges,  and  eyerything,"  said  George. 
•  <<  And  has  immense  rerenues,*'  added  the  curate ;  "  estates^  mansions,— 4ill  that 
money  can  command.** 

^  Poor  old  gentleman,**  said  Fanny,  '<  I  am  glad  he  has  also  that  wool-sack  to  rest 
himself  0%  for  I  am  sure  he  must  be  sadly  tired  and  worried.** 

<'  Turn  we  to  Olney— to  that  dwelling  in  the  yery  heart  of  that  shabby,  but  now 
honoured  town — to  Cowper*s  abode :— no  poet's  fabled  retirement,  embowered  in 
silyan  solitudes,  by  wild  wandering  brook,  or  stately  riyer*8  brink,  skirted  with 
hanging  woods,  or  yine-clad  steeps,  or  towering  mountains. — Here  is  the  parlour/*— 
<<  But  pray  stop,  sir,**  cried  Sophia,  **  that  dull  house  had  its  pleasant  accessories  ; 
ha'ye  you  forgot  the  greenhouse,  the  plants,  the  goldfinches ;  that  pleasant  window, 
looking  oyer  the  neighbour's  orchard  ? — and  what  so  beautiful  as  an  orchard,  when 
the  white  plum-blossom  has  come  full  out,  and  the  pink  apple-flowers  are  just 
budding  1** 

**  And  Beau,  and  Tiney,**  cried  Fanny. 

^  I  haye  forgot  none  of  these  things,  my  dears,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley.  '<  Only  I  fear  that 
to  see  them,  as  Cowper  saw  them,  we  must  haye  a  poet's  glass ;  an  instrument  of 
higher  powers  than  a  Claude-Lorraine  glass,  and  clothing  eyery  object  with  soAer,  or 
warmer,  or  sunnier  hues  than  eyen  that  pretty  toy :— where  could  that  be  bought, 
Fanny  ?**     «  Indeed,  Sir,  I  don't  know,**  said  Fanny. 

tf  We  may  borrow  one  for  a  day,  or  a  few  hours,  or  so,*'  said  Sophia,  smiling 
intelligently. 

**  It  is  but  fiiir  to  use  Mr.  Cowper's  glass  in  yiewing  his  own  pictures,  ■  and  Mrs. 
Unwin's  spectacles,  in  judging  of  her  domestic  comforts,"  said  the  Curate.  «  There  is 
the  parlour, — ^it  looks  doubly  snug  to-night.  Now  you  are  to  recollect,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  that  this  scene  passes  on  a  night  when  Mr.  Hastings'  trial  is  proceeding  ; 

and  while  Lord  Thurlow  is  busy  and  distracted  in  his  bureau.     Tea  is  oyer the 

hares  are  asleep  on  the  rug. — Beau,  the  spaniel,  lies  in  the  bosom  of  Bess,  the  mau- 
kin.  On  the  table  lie  some  yolumes  of  yoyages,  which  Mrs.  Hill  has  this  day  sent 
from  London  to  Mr.  Cowper,  with  a  few  rare,  West  India  seeds  for  his  grecDhouse,  as 
he  calls  it.  There  is  a  kind  but  short  letter  from  her  husband,  Cowper's  old  friend  ; 
— for  he  too,  is  a  busy  man  in  the  courts,  though  not  Lord  Chancellor — and  there  is 
a  polite  note  from  herself.  There  has  also  been  a  letter  from  Mr.  Unwin  this  eyen- 
ing,  a  yery  kind  one,  filial  and  confidential.  Mr.  Cowper's  cumbrous  writing  appa- 
ratus is  on  the  table,  for  he  has  not  yet  got  his  neat,  handy,  writing-desk  from  Lady 
Hesketh.  His  former  writing-table  had  become  crazy,  and  paralytic  in  its  old  limbs  ; 
but  to-night,  he  has,  by  a  happy  thought  of  Mrs.  Unwin's,  got  that  forgotten  card- 
table  lugged  down  from  the  lumber  garret,  and  he  shakes  it,  finds  it  steady,  and  re- 
joices oyer  it.  And  now  the  fire  is  trimmed  for  the  evening ;  the  candles  are  snuffed 
they  show  a  print  of  Mr.  Newton,  and  a  few  prints  of  rather  ugly,  grim-looking 
eyangelical  ministers,  and  black  profile  shades  of  some  of  Mrs.  Unwin's  friends.  Yet, 
all  looks  comfortable  and  feels  pleasant  to  the  inmates — for  this  is  their  home.  O  I 
that  magic,  transfigaring  word !  but  this  home  is  indeed  a  peaceful  and  happy  one. 

**  Mr.  Cowper  relates  to  his  companion  the  events  of  his  long,  morning  ramble, 

8  rambling  nairative ;  simple,  descriptive,  somewhat  pathetic  too,  nor  unrclieyed  by 
a  few  delicate  touches  of  Cowper's  peculiar  humour.  And  she  listens  all  benevolent 
smiles  to  his  ventures,  happened  in  meadow  and  mire — '  o'er  hills,  through  valleys, 
and  by  rivers*  banks  ;'  and,  in  her  turn,  tells  him  of  two  poor  persons  distressed  in 
mind,  and  pinched  in  circumstances,  who  had  called  at  their  house ;  and  mentions  what 
she  had  done  for  them,  and  consults  what  farther  deed  of  mercy  or  charity  she  and  her 
friend  may  jointly  accomplish  before  that  day  is  closed.    And  now  Sam,  Mr.  Cowpei's 
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ezeellait  and  attaehed  eeirant,  or  rather  humble  friend,  who  in  adveriity  had  clcaTad 
to  him,  enters  the  room.  Sam  knew  nothing  of  London  lift  or  London  wag^ei,  or 
official  bribes,  or  perquisites  ;  bnt  I  should  lilce  to  know  if  erer  Lord  Thnrlow  had 
snch  a  serrant  as  Mr.  Cowper*8  Sam  \  for  this  is  no  inconsiderable  item  in  a  man*a 
domestic  happiness.  And  unless  we  know  all  these  little  matters,  how  can  wo  pro* 
nonnoe  a  true  deUyerance." 

<<  We  may  guess  that  honest  Sam  and  his  qualities  would  have  been  of  little  ntUltyy 
and  of  small  value  to  Edward,  Lord  Thnrlow,  any  way/*  said  MrSi  Herbert ;  ^  and 
so  throw  the  attached  servant  out  of  his  scale  altogether.** 

^  I  fear  so  : — Well  Sam,  civilly,  but  rather  formally,  neither  like  a  fcotman  of 
parts  nor  figure,  mentions  that  John  Cox,  the  parish  clerk  of  All  Saints*  Parish, 
Northampton,  waits  in  the  kitchen  for  those  obituary  verses  engrossed  with  the  an- 
noal  bill  of  mortality,  which  Mr.  Cowper  had  for  some  years  furnished  on  his  solici- 
tation. 

**  *  Ay,  8amr-«ay  I  will  be  ready  for  him  in  a  fow  minutes,  and  give  the  poor  man  a 
cap  of  beer,*  said  the  courteous  poet.  <  I  must  first  read  the  first  verses  to  you,  Mary,* 
oontinned  he,  as  Sam  left  the  parlour;  <  you  are  my  critic,  my  Sam  Johnson,  and 
Monthly  Reviewer : — and  he  reads  those  fine  verses  beginning,  <  He  who  siu  from 
day  to  day.* 

**  <  I  like  them,  Mr.  Cowper,*  said  his  calm  friend ;  and  that  was  praise  enoogh... 
John  Cox  was  ushered  in,  brushed  his  eye  hastily  over  the  paper,  seraped  with  hia 
foot,  and  said  he  dared  to  say  these  lines  might  do  well  enough.  The  gentleman  ho 
employed  before  was  so  learned,  no  one  in  the  parish  understood  him.  And  Cowpor 
smiles,  and  says,  <  If  the  verses  please,  and  are  not  found  too  learned,  he  hopes  Mr. 
Cox  will  employ  him  again.*  **  « 

And  now  the  postboy*s  horn  is  heard,  and  Sam  hies  forth.  Mr*  Cowper  is  not  rich 
enough  to  buy  newspapers ;  but  his  friends  don*t  forget  him,  nor  his  tastes.  When- 
ever any  thing  likely  to  interest  his  feelings  occurs  in  the  busy  world,  some  kind  friend 
addresses  a  paper  to  Olney.  Thus  he  keeps  pace  with  the  world,  though  remote 
from  its  stir  and  contamination.  He  reads  aloud  another  portion  of  the  trial  of  Hast- 
ings, most  reluctant  as  friend  and  as  Christian  to  believe  his  old  school-fellow  the  guilty 
blood-dyed  oppressor  that  he  is  here  described.  He  reads  the  heads  of  a  bill  brought 
in  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  change,  to  extend  rather,  the  criminal  code  of  the  conn, 
try  ;  and  says,  passionately,  <  Will  they  never  try  preventive  means  P  There  is  no  fiesb 
in  man's  obdurate  heart,  it  doth  not  feel  for  man.*  He  skims  the  motley  contents  of 
the  '  folio  of  four  pages,*  gathering  the  goings  on  of  the  great  Babel,  as  food  for  foturo 
rumination  ;  and  he  would  have  read  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor,  had  not  more  im- 
portant concerns  carried  him  away, — for  old  John  Queeney,  the  shoemaker  in  the 
back  street,  longs  to  see  Mr.  Cowper  by  his  bed-side.  Mr.  Newton,  John^S  ministea, 
is  in  London ;  and  though  John  and  Mr.  Cowper  are  in  nowise  acquainted,  saring 
seeing  each  other  in  church,  there  are  dear  ties  and  blessed  hopes  common  to  both ; 
so  Cowper  goes  off  immediately.  But  since  Mrs.  Unwin  insists  that  it  is  a  cold  damp 
night,  he  takes  his  great-coat,  though  only  to  please  her,  and  Sam  marches  before  with 
the  lantern.  John  Queeney  has  but  one  poor  room,  Sam  would  be  an  intruder  there; 
and  as  it  is  harsh  to  have  him  wait  in  the  street,  like  the  attendant  horses  of  a  flna 
lady.  Bam  is  sent  home  by  his  amiable  master. 

^  When,  in  an  hour  afterwards,  Mr.  Cowper  returns,  he  tells  that  John  Qnetnty  ia 
dying,  and  will  probably  not  see  over  the  night ;  that  he  is  ill  indeed,  but  that  the 
King  and  the  nobles  of  England  might  gladly  exchange  states  with  that  poor  shoe- 
maker, in  the  back  street  of  Olney : — ^his  warfare  was  accomplished  I  Mrs.  Unwin 
imdantands  him  :  she  breathes  a  silent  inward  prayer,  for  her  dying  fellow^creature^ 
and  fellow-christian ;  and  no  more  is  said  on  this  subject.  Cowper,  now  in  a  steady 
and  cheerftil  voice,  reads  the  outline  of  a  petition,  he  has  drawn  out  in  name  of  the 
poor  lace-workers  of  Olney,  against  an  intended  duty  on  candles.  On  them  such  a 
tax  would  have  fallen  greviously.  '  My  dear  Mr.  Cowper,  this  is  more  like  an  in- 
dignant remonstrance  than  an  humble  petition,'  said  his  friend,  with  her  placid  smiles 

« *  Indeed  and  I  fear  it  is.  How  could  it  well  be  otherwise  ?  But  this  must  bo 
modified ;  the  poet's  imprudence  must  not  hurt  the  poor  lace-workers'  cause.* 

**  And  now  Sam  brings  in  supper — a  Roman  meal,  in  the  days  of  Rome%  hwoie 
aimplicity  (  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  Hannah,  the  sole  maid.«ervant,  comes  in  to  say 
she  has  carried  one  blanket  to  Widow  Jennings,  and  another  to  Jenny  Hibberts  {  and 
that  the  shivering  children  had  actually  danc«i  round,  and  hugged,  and  kissed  tha 
comfortable  night-clothing,  for  lack  of  which  they  perished ;  and  the  women  them- 
atlvas  shed  tears  of  thankfulness,  for  this  well-timed,  much-wanted  supply. 

M  <  And  you  were  sure  to  tell  them  they  came  not  from  us,*  said  the  poet  Hannah 
replied  that  she  bad,  and  withdrew. 
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^*  <TliMe  bUnkaU  cannot  cost  th«  fenwoui  Thomton  abov«  ten  tfaillmgti  ^Imi^ 
Mr.  Cowper,'  says  Mrs.  Unwin.  <  Oh  I  how  many  a  ien-ahillings  that  wo«iUI»  ia  Ikia 
WTSvs  season,  soften  the  lot  of  tha  industrious  po»r,  are  every  night  laTishad  in  the 
city  he  inhabits  I  How  many  blankets  woold  the  open-tickets  of  tkia  <ms  nifkt  por- 
diase !  And  can  any  one  human  creature  hava  the  haart  of  Uie  ri|^kt  tbua  fta  lavisby 
yea,  not  sinfully,  yet  surely  not  without  blame,  while  but  mm  othiff  of  tha  sam  fpemX 
family  perishes  of  hunger,  or  of  cold  P 

^And  they  speak  of  their  poor  neighbours  by  name;  they  know  many  of  them, 
their  good  qualities,  their  faults,  and  their  necessities.  And  fireside  discourse  flows 
on  in  the  easy  current  of  old,  endeared,  and  perfect  intimacy  ;  and  Cowper  is  led  in« 
ddentally  to  talk  of  dark  passages  in  his  earlier  life;  of  the  ProTidence  which  had 
guided  and  led  him  to  this  resting-place  'by  the  green  pastniw  and  still  waters;*  o# 
the  mercy  in  which  he  had  bean  afflicted ;  of  a  great  deliTeranee  wddenly  wnmghtl 
of  the  A&K  which  had  led  him  into  the  wilderness,  while  '  the  banner  over  him  was 
love.'  And  then  the  talk  ebbs  back  to  old  friends,  now  absent ;  to  domestic  cares^  and 
little  family  concerns  and  plans ;  the  garden,  or  the  greenhouse,  matter  'fond  and  trivial,' 
yet  interesting,  and  clothed  in  the  lapguage  of  a  poet,  and  adorned  by  a  poet*s  fancy. 

^  I  must  again  ask,  had  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  ever  gained  to  his  heart  any 
one  intelligent  and  affectionate  woman,  to  whom  ha  could  thus  unbend  his  mind—' 
pour  forth  his  heart  of  hearts — in  the  unchilled  confidence  of  a  neTer-&iling  sjrm- 
pathy :  This  I  shall  consider — ^the  possession  of  this  friend — an  immense  weight  in 
Cowper*s  seals,  when  we  eome  to  adjust  the  balance,**  said  Mr.  Dodsley. 

« <  I  must  now  read  you' the  fruits  of  my  morning^  study,  Ma*am,*  says  our  poet, 
after  a  pause ;  <  I  had  well-nigh  forgot  that's—And  ha  xieads  his  anblime  raqulem  on 
the  loss  of  the  Royal  George. 

<<  <  I  am  mistaken  if  this  be  not  wonderfully  grand,  Mr.  Cowper,'  says  his  ancient 
critic.  '  But  hark  I  our  cuckoo  clock.  It  must  be  regulated^— you  fbrget  your  du» 
ties,  Sir — Tlney  must  be  put  up,  and* — 

«  ( You  must  just  allow  me,  Mary,  to  give  one  puff  of  the  bellows  to  the  green- 
house embers.  The  air  feels  chilly  to-night-^jny  precious  on^ngektree.*  And  Mrs. 
Unwin  smiles  over  his  fond  care,  as  the  gentleman  walks  o^  with  the  beUaws  under 
his  arm. 

<<  And  now  it  is  the  stated  hour  of  fiimily  worship.  Sam  and  Hannah  march  for- 
ward in  decent  order.  But  I  shall  not  attempt  to  dsKribe  the  pipw  household  rites, 
where  the  author  of  the  Task  is  priest  and  worshipper.  Affectaouate  *  Goodnights' 
close  the  scene.     And  this  is  the  order  of  the  evenings  at  Olney. 

^  Cowper  regulates  the  cuckoo  clock  ;  for  though  he  has  no  alarum  watch,  or  im- 
pending audience  of  Majesty,  he  lays  many  duties  on  himself,  lowly^  yet  not  ignoble; 
so  about  the  same  hour  that  the  Chancellor  rolls  off  for  Windsor,  Cowpefi  91m>  alert 
in  duty,  is  penning  his  fair  copy  of  the  lace«worker*s  petitiop  to  Parliament,  or  d^ 
spatching  one  of  his  playful,  affectionate  epistles  to  his  cousin,  Lady  H^keth,  or  ac- 
knowledging the  bounty  of  the  benevolent  Thomton  to  the  poor  of  Olney.  And  now, 
body  and  mind  refreshed,  the  blessings  of  the  night  remembered,  ftnd  (he  labours  of 
the  day  dedicated  in  short  prayer  and  with  fervent  praise,  and  be  is  in  his  greenhouse 
study,  chill  though  it  be,  for  it  is  quiet  and  sequestered.  See  here^  Fanny — our  last 
picture.  But  so  minutely  has  the  poet  described  his  favourite  retreat  thattl^is  sketch 
may  be  deemed  superfluous  labour.  Yet  this  is  and  will  ever  be  a  cherished  spot ;  fbr 
here  many  of  his  virtuous  days  were  sp^nt. 

<<  Why  pursue  the  theme  farther,*'  continued  tha  Cunite,  'f  yo^  ^U  know  the  sim- 
ple tenor  of  his  life : — 

*  Thut  ^Ud  he  travel  <m  VM%  eomaiOB  wsy, 
In  cheerful  godUnen.* 

The  visitations  to  which  his  delicately-organixed  mind  was  li^blfl^  I  pot  out  of  view. 
They  were  a  mystery  beyond  his  mortal  being— 4ar  beyond  our  limited  human  intel- 
ligence. And  tell  me  now,  my  young  friends,  which,  at  the  close  of  his  memorable 
lift,  may  be  pronounced  the  best,  and,  by  consequence,  the  happiest  man  of  our  Three 
Westminster  Boys  ?  Each  was  <  sprung  of  earth's  first  blood ;'  and  though  I  do  not 
assert  that  anyone  of  the  three  is  a  faultless  model,  it  is  a  fyir  question  to  ask,  which 
has  your  suffrage  ? — He  who,  by  the  force  of  his  intellect  ^nd  ambition,  the  hardi- 
hood and  energy  of  his  character,  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  councils  of  this 
mighty  empire,— >he,  the  conqueror  of  so  fhir  a  portion  of  the  Bast,  who,  by  arms  and 
policy,  knit  another  mighty  empire  to  this^— 4>r  he — '  the  stricken  deer,'  who  songht 
the  shades,  the  arrow  rankling  in  his  side — who  dwelt  apart,  in  ^  blest  seclusion 
from  a  jarring  world^'  and  who,  as  his  sole  memorial  and  trophy,  has  left  us 

« This  lingle  volume  paramount^** 


^4  Lovers  Defeat. 

And  Mr.  Dodiley  Ufted  Sophia's  Bnall  and  decant  copy  of  Cowper'i  work%  and  gare 

It  into  the  hand  of  the  youth  next  him. 

An  animated  diBCuasion  now  arose ;  and  when  Miss  Harding  collected  the  Yotei, 
she  found  the  young  gentlemen  were  equally  diyided  between  Hastings  andThurlow. 
The  young  ladies  were,  howerer,  unanimous  for  Cowper;  and  the  Curate  gave  hia 
suffrage  with  theirs,  repeatihg, 


«<  BleMiogi  bt  with  them,  and  eternal  pndM» 
Who  gave  us  nobler  lores  and  noUer  care^-. 
The  pocCi— who  on  earth  bare  made  us  bdn 
Of  truth,  aud  pure  dclifht,  by  beaTcnly  lays.** 


May  the  excellent  authoress  of  this  Tale  long  instruct  and  delight 
both  old  and  young,  in  the  convenient  vehicle  for  dilTusing  knowledge 
and  amusement,  to  which  she  has  now  betaken  herself  I 


LOVE'S  DEFEAT. 

IMITATED  FROM  THE  ITALIAN  ? 

LovB,  on  his  rambles  one  summer  day. 

Made  bold  to  call  at  the  bower  of  Beauty ;    * 
Dame  Reason  arose  to  send  him  away. 
But  he  push'd  her  aside  and  came  swaggering  in, 
Chuck'd  the  matron  Prudence  under  the  chin. 
And  flung  his  scarf  o'er  the  eyes  of  Duty. 

"  Now,"  the  little  god  thought,  "  the  field  is  clear," 

But  he  saw  not  where  Pride  in  a  corner  stood ; 
And  he  marvelled  much,  and  thought  it  queer. 
That  though  Beauty  at  first  received  him  well. 
Yet  soon  a  cold  shade  o'er  her  features  fell. 
And  she  frowned  in  very  disdainful  mood. 

'Twas  Pride  that  so  wrought  on  the  hapless  maid. 

Chilling  her  glance  with  his  own  stem  eye ; 
He  caught  up  the  words  that  Love  had  said. 
Until  all  their  passionate  warmth  was  gone. 
And  so  they  fell  with  a  listless  tone 

On  Beauty's  ear,  though  Love  knew  not  why. 

Love  bade  a  mom  of  bliss  arise,—- 

A  tranquil  home  in  a  spot  of  green  ; 
And  Beauty  beheld  it  with  smiling  eyes. 
Till  Pride,  behind  Love,  his  finger  set 
On  a  jewel-emblazoned  coronet. 

Then  Beauty  look'd  cold  on  Love's  fairy  scene. 

Love  next  sought  to  lead  the  maid  along 
In  a  chain  of  flowers  all  soft  and  gay ; 
But  Pride  had  a  chain  of  gold  more  strong. 
And  Beauty  stoop'd  to  the  glittering  yoke^ 
While  Love's  frail  band  asunder  broke  : 

Then  Love  spread  his  wings  and  flew  away. 

Beauty  now  felt  she  was  fastly  bound. 

And  wildly  strove  Pride's  chain  to  sever; 
But  the  more  she  struggled,  the  more  around 
Her  limbs  it  coiled.    Then  her  breast  she  smote^ 
And  called  on  Love,  but  Love  heard  her  not ; 

So  Beauty  is  Pride's  poor  slave  for  ever  !-i-G.  6.  C. 
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THE  PASSIVE  RESISTANCE  OF  EDINBURGH,  TO  THE 

CLERGY.TAX, 

A  STSTEBf  of  Passive  Resistance  to  the  iniquitous  local  impost,  disguised 
under  the  name  of  the  Annuity  Tax,  has  been  brought  to  a  crisis  by  the 
imprisonment  of  Mb.  Tait,  the  proprietor  of  this  Magazine,  for  his  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  by  which  our  clergy  are  maintained.     How  he  should 
have  had  the  honour  thrust  upon  him  of  inflicting  the  death-blow  on  this 
obnoxious  tax,  it  is  easier  to  know  than  to  tell.     Mr.  Tait  had  neither 
been  an  active,  nor  obtrusive  resister  :    though,  like  thousands  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  and  particularly  the  booksellers, 
he  refused  to  pay  annuity.     This  tax  has  ever  been  hateful  to  the  peo- 
ple, from  almost  every  reason  which  can  render  an  impost  odious.     It  is 
considered  a  tax  on  conscience  with  many.     It  is  a  tax  unknown  in  the 
Kirk  Establishment,  and  peculiar  to  Edinburgh ;  unequal  in  its  pres. 
sure ;  and  arbitrary  and  irritating  in  the  mode  of  exaction  ;  and  it  is  one 
which  gives,  as  has  been  seen,  power  to  the  clergy  to  disgrace  themselves 
and  their  profession,  and  wound  the  cause  of  Christianity.     Power  of  im- 
prisonment over  their  hearers  and  townsmen,  is  not  a  power  for  ministers 
of  the  Gospel.     For  four  years,  measures  have  been  taken  to  resist  this 
impost ;  and  for  the  last  eighteen  months  it  has  been  successfully  opposed, 
so  far  as  goods  were  concerned,  by  a  well-concerted  Passive  Resistance, 
Many  of  the  citizens  were  (and  are)  under  horning*  and  liable  to  cap- 
tion, at  the  time  the  clergy  selected  Mr.  Tait.     For  Passive  Resistance, 
during  the  last  eighteen  months,  has  been,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
explain,  so  well  organized,  and  has  wrought  so  well  to  defeat  the  collection 
of  the  tax,  that,  unless  the  ministers  had  turned  the  kirks  into  old-furni- 
ture  warehouses,   it   was    idle  to   seize  any  more    feather-beds,   tea- 
kettles, and  chests  of  drawers ;  either  from  those  who  could  not,  or  those 
who  would  not  pay  this  irritating  and  unjust  local  impost,  marked  by 
every  deformity  which  can  render  a  tax  hateful.     The  legal  right  of 
the  ministers  of  the  Kirk  in  Edinburgh,  to  imprison  for  stipend,  was 
questioned.    Mr.  Tait  is  probably  the  first  imprisoned  victim  of  the  Kirk  ; 
nor  will  there  be  many  more,  or  we  greatly  misunderstand  the  character 
of  the  people  and  of  the  times  in  Scotland.    A  few  weeks  back,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  Law  Courts  that  the  ministers  had  the  right  of  imprison- 
ment ;  though  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  still  lay  open  to  the 

*  The  legal  jarg^on  of  which  the  Edinburgh  prints  are  full  just  now,  must  amuse 
and  perplex  the  English  and  Irish.  What  can  they  think  of  widows  under  caption  ; 
and  homings  issued  by  the  ministers  ?  By  one  of  the  many  beantiful  fictions  of  our 
law,  no  man  can  be  imprisoned  fdr  debt.  His  crime  is  rebellion.  The  King  having  sent 
<<  greeting,"  ordering  the  debtor  to  pay  hiscreditor,  if  the  debtor  refuse  tocomply,  he  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  denounced  rebel  at  Edinburgh  Crosa  and  Leith  Pier  by  the  Aom,  and  is  sent  to 
jail  for  resistance  of  the  King^s  command.  The  whole  thing  is  admirably  described  by 
the  Antiquary  to  his  nephew,  Hector  Macintyre,  who  remained  about  as  wise  as  before ; 
or  as  wise  as  a  recusant  1  rishman  in  the  Co  wgate,  on  whom  our  clergy  lately  made  a  charge 
of  homing.  <<  Homing !  horning ! — by  the  powers  !  if  they  bring  a  homing  against 
me,  I'll  bring  a  homing  against  them.**  When  the  King's  mes8enger<4it-arms,  as  tip. 
staves  are  called  in  Scotland,  brought  his  homing  to  the  Cowgate,  the  Irishman,  pre- 
viously provided  with  a  tremendous  bulloclc*s  horn,  blew  a  blast  <<80  loud  and  dread,** 
that  it  might  have  brought  down  the  Castle  wall ;  and  a  faction  mustered  as  quickly 
as  if  it  had  sounded  in  the  suburbs  of  Kilkenny.  The  messenger-at-arms  took  leave 
a>  rapidly  as  possible,  and  without  making  the  charge  of  homing  at  this  time. 
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inhabitants^  who  have  petitioned  against  the  tax^  till  they  are  tired  of 
petitioning.  The  clergy,  to  give  them  their  due^  lost  no  time  in  exercis. 
ing  their  new  power.  Homines  and  eaptians  were  flying  on  all  sides  ;* 
though  no  one  would  believe  that  Presbyterian  Divines,  the  Fathers  of  the  - 
fioottish  Bark,  calling  themselves  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  love,  and 
peace,  and  charity,  would  ever  proceed  to  the  fearful  extremity  of  throw, 
ing  their  townsmen  and  hearers  into  jail.  The  first  experiment  was 
made  on  a  gentleman  in  very  delicate  health,  about  a  fortnight  before 
Mr.  Tait's  arrest.  This  gentleman  was  attended  to  the  jail  door  by 
numbers  of  the  most  respectable  citizens — resisters — in  carriages.  He 
paid,  and  the  procession  returned  home.  Two  of  his  escort  were  Mr. 
Adam  Black,  publisher  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  Mr.  Francis  How- 
den,  a  wealthy  retired  jeweller  of  the  highest  respectability.  These 
two  gentlemen  were,  some  few  months  before,  chairman  and  deputy* 
chairman  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  election  committee.  These  are  the 
kind  of  men  who  have  actively  opposed  the  tax. 

There  was  a  lull  for  ten  days.  A  Quaker  was  expected  to  be  the  next 
Tictim ;  but  the  unexpected  honour  fell  on  Mr.  Tait.  The  clergy  could 
not  have  committed  so  capital  a  blunder  if  they  had  aimed  at  it ;  or  so 
eifectually  have  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree.  This  grand  stroke 
of  policy  was,  doubtless,  intended  to  finish  the  thing  at  once.  Once 
compel  him  to  submit,  and  glory  and  gain  were  secure.  That  there 
might  be  no  more  processions,  he  was  waylaid  coming  into  town  in  the 
morning ;  and,  to  the  consternation  of  the  clergy  themselves,  submitted 
to  the  alternative  of  going  to  prison  rather  than  pay  the  tax.  His 
first  letter,   which  is  subjoined,  t  explains  the  nature  of  our  clergy- 

t   ■!■  nm^^^^mm      J       I    ■■  ■■  I    ■  I  II  ■!       ■^.■■    ■    ■■   ■!         .^   ■■     ■    ■  II       ■  ■■■■■■■  I  mm^mmmmm^mm^^^^^ 

\ 

*  The  sg«at  of  the  clergy,  Mr.  H.  Inglis,  son  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ingli%  the 
leader  of  the  Church,  and  the  g^rand  inetrument  in  smuf  gling  the  clause  into  the  Bill 
voder  which  the  dergy  dietrain  and  inipriion,^-^cted  in  inch  energetic  haste  against 
the  citizens,  in  obtaining  these  profitable  homings,  that  it  is  said  be  forgot  to  take  out 
the  attorney  license  before  he  commenced  homing  ;  which  neglect  infers  a  penalty 
of  L.200.  Will  it  be  exacted  ? — Every  tax-payer  is  against  the  tax,  but  every  one 
would  neither  have  gone  to  jail  nor  incurred  prosecution.  «  Mr.  Tait  should  jast 
hate  paid)"  said  one  of  the  cautions  disapproven.  '<  No  man  will  uphold  the  tax ; 
but  whereas  the  good  of  putting  two-three  more  guineas  in  the  poach  of  Popx  JoHy*s 
son.**  The  argument  has  force.  Surely,  for  the  sake  of  common  decency,  another 
of  Our  multitudinous  W.  S.*s  might  have  been  found  for  the  lucrative  office  devolved 
Ai  the  son  of  the  great  leader  of  the  Kirk  Assemblies. 

-f    To  THE  EBITDA  OF  THE  CALEDOKIAK  MEUCUKT. 

'<  SiR,-»I  wish  to  be  allowed,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  to  explain  the 
itssons  wUch  have  induced  me  to  submit  to  imprisonment,  rather  than  pay  the 
annuity  or  ministers*  stipend.     My  reasons  are  these  »— 

The  tax  was  imposed  by  the  act  1661,  and  preceding  acts,  to  raise  19,000  merks, 
which  weie  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  only  six  of  the  twelve  Edinburgh 
dergynen ;  whereas  a  sum  very  much  larger  has  been  collected,  under  the  name  of 
annuity^  and  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  a// the  Edinburgh  clergymen,  and  to  other 
purpo$es» 

The  collection  and  application  of  the  annuity  was  illegal  up  to  1809  ;  and  was 
only  then  made  legal  (if  legal  it  yet  is)  by  a  clause  surreptitiously  and  illegally  in- 
serted in  an  act  of  Parliament,  which  had  been  intimated  as  one  for  simply  extending 
ths  royalty  of  the  city.  Unless  an  act  of  Parliament,  fraudulently  obtained  by  the 
dargy,  can  make  the  annuity,  as  now  collected  and  applied,  legtU,  the  collection  and 
application  are  still  UUgeL 

Altogether,  by  the  annuity,  impost,  seat  rents,  shore  dues  at  Leith,  kc^  about 
L.8I5OOO  are  collected,  in  name  of  the  Church  Establishment^  while  only  about  half 
that  sum  Is  applied  to  ita  legitbnste  purposss* 
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-tax,  which  has  now  been  opposed  and  resisted  in  every  peaoeful  waf . 
The  scenes  in  Ireland  were  faintly  brought  to  our  own  door ;  and  ao 
great  excitement  never  certainly  prevailed  in  Edinburgh  against  a  Kirk 
.  tax,  or  against  the  Establishment  altogether^  since  "  The  dinging  down  o'  the 
Cathedrals"  At  the  request  of  the  Inhabitants'  Committee^  intimated 
in  the  newspapers^  Mr.  Tait  consented  to  be  liberated  ;*  and  having  re- 
mained  four  days  in  the  bonds  of  the  clergy,  he  was  released  with  everjr 
mark  of  honour  and  distinction  his  fellow.citizens  could  confer.  His 
conduct,  they  thought,  had  given  an  example  of  patriotism  and  moral 
courage  needed  every  whereat  and  the  death-blow  to  the  clergy-tax. 
We  take  the  Scotsman's  account  of  the  triumph  of  passive  resistance,  as 

« 

The  sum  levied  from  the  citizens  of  Edinbui'((h  is  not  only  too  large,  but  is  un- 
equally levied,  and  absurdly  applied ;  55,000  souls,  in  the  extended  royalty,  havinf 
13  churches  and  eighteen  ministers,  to  whom  about  L.9,000  per  annum  is  paid,  while 
70,000  souls,  in  that  part  of  Edinbnrgh  which  is  called  the  parish  of  St.  Cuthbert^s, 
pay  no  part  of  the  annuity  tax  ;  the  two  clergymen  of  this  parish  ;  and  those  of  the 
Chapels  of  Ease  belonging  to  it,  being  paid  by  the  heritors,  or  from  the  seat  rents. 

The  above  inequality  of  the  assessment  is  further  agicravated  by  the  exemption  of 
the  Members  of  the  College  of  Justice  ;  also,  by  the  tax  being  laid  upon  shops,  &c., 
as  well  as  dwelling-houses,  although  the  latter  are  the  proper  measures  of  the  incomes 
of  the  inhabitants. 

For  those  and  other  reasons,  detailed  in  a  petition  to  Parliament,  and  a  report  by 
the  Committee  of  Inhabitants,  the  collection  of  the  annuity  has  been  considered  an* 
just  and  oppr^sive.  Payment  has  been  refused  by  the  inhabitants;  and  when  the 
clergy  proceeded  to  distrain  the  goods  of  the  recusants,  their  proceedings  were  rendered 
Ineffective  by  the  impossibility  of  finding  pun-hasers  for  the  distrained  goods.  Find* 
lag  their  seizure  of  the  citizens*  goods  inoperative,  the  clergy  are  resorting  to  Ihe 
extremity  of  imprisonment.  Mr.  Wilson,  pocket-book  maker)  was  the  first  seized  on. 
He,  as  ivas  publicly  announced,  submitted  immediately  on  being  imprisoned  to  the 
imposition  of  the  clergy,  on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health.  I  have  been  selected 
AS  the  second  victim.  And,  as  I  have  not  Mr.  Wilson^s  reason  for  instant  submis- 
sion to  what  I  conceive  injustice  and  oppression,  I  hare  permitted  the  clergy  tofmprison 
in«;  and  send  you  this  statement  from  uiy  place  ofconfinement^  the  jail,  Caltou  Hill. 

In  reference  to  St  Petcr^s  name,  our  Sariour  said — '<  Upon  this  rock  I  have  built 
my  Church.**  It  is  now  seen  upon  what  rock  the  Edinburgh  clergy  rest  their  Est»* 
bUshment — ^the  rock  ou  which  stands  the  Calton  Jail. 

Let  no  man  tell  me  that  I  ought  to  petition  Parliament  for  an  alteration  of  the 
law,  instead  of  opposing  this  passive  resistance  to  the  law.  Petitioning  has  been  tried 
once  and  again  i  and  what  has  been  the  result  P  Why,  that  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Sootland,  one  of  the  repreaentative-H  of  our  city,  and  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  has  at- 
tempted to  sanction  the  hideous  injustice  of  which  we  complain,  by  a  new  act  of  Par- 
liament, fixing  down  the  odious  annuity  tax  upon  us  more  firmly  than  ever,  with  no 
amelioration  of  the  injustice,  except  the  doing  away  with  the  exemption  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Justice  I 

I  believe  there  is  no  hope  of  redress  but  from  refusal  of  payment  until  the  extre* 
aity  of  imprisonment  it  resorted  to.    In  that  belief  I  have  acted,— and 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  TAIT. 

*  The  spirit  of  the  people  of  Edinburgh  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  anec- 
dote &— Mr.  Tait  spent  one  Sabbath  in  jaiL  On  that  day  the  debtors  posted  a  bill  on 
their  door  of  the  jail  chapel,  intimating,  «  No  attendance  ok  Divike  Service 
DuaiKO  Ihprisonhekt  for  Axn  vitt  Tax.**  This  was,  of  course,  quite  sponta- 
neous, as  the  Church  prisoner  of  the  clergy  was  kept  apart  from  all  the  other  prisoners ; 
and  treated  by  every  one  of  the  officials  with  the  greatest  indulgence  and  considera- 
tion, during  hig  brief  sojourn  in  prison. 

*f  ^  We  have  need  of  many  such  men ;  we  ought  to  find  them  in  places  where  it 
is  in  vain  io  look  for  them.  But  our  consolation  is,  that  to  have  a  feit,  nay  to  have 
oniy  (m«,  is  to  be  sure  of  having  thousands  hereafter.  The  moral  force  of  such 
examples  is  slow  to  subside,  even  though  they  be  not  instantly  acted  upon.  The 
recollection  of  them  survives  long^  and  acts  alike  as  a  c^k  to  the  oppressor^  and  a 
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being  shorter  than  some  of  the  others^  and^  containing  everything  nece^ 
aary  to  be  told : — 

<<  He  stepped  into  the  open  carriage,  drawn  by  four  hones,  which  stood  on  the 
street,  and  beside  him  sat  Mr.  Howden,  Mr.  K.  Miller,  Mr.  Robert  Chambers^  and 
Mr.  Deuchar.  At  this  moment,  one  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  carriage,  wayiiig  hii 
hat,  proposed  thi'ee  cheers  fur  the  King,  and  three  cheers  for  Mr.  Tait,-.both  of 
which  propositions  were  most  enthusiastically  carried  into  etfect.  The  procession 
was  then  about  to  move  off,  when,  much  agiinst  the  will  of  Mr.  Tait  and  the  Com- 
mittee, the  crowd  took  the  horses  from  the  carriage,  and  with  ropes  drew  it  along  the 
route  of  procession,  which  was  along  Waterloo  Place  and  Princess  Street,  to  Walker 
Street.  As  the  procession  marched  along,  it  was  joined  by  several  other  trades,  who 
had  been  late  in  getting  ready ;  and  seldom  have  we  seen  such  a  dense  mass  of  indi- 
yiduals  as  Prince's  Street  presented  on  this  occasion.  In  the  pit>cession  alone^  there 
were  not  fewer  than  8,000  individuals ;  and  we  are  sure  that  the  spectators  were  more 
than  thrice  as  numerous.  Mr.  Tait  was  frequently  cheered  as  he  passed  along, — and 
never,  but  on  the  occasion  of  the  Reform  Bill,  was  a  more  unanimous  feeling  witness- 
ed than  on  that  which  brought  the  people  together  yesterday  afternoon.** 

A  respectable  Tory  print  in  Glasgow — for  there  are  Tory  prints  that 
have  decent  manners — in  denouncing  "  the  revolutionary  movement  in 
that  rebellious  city^"  states,  *'  that  Edinburgh  requires  a  Coercion  Bill 
as  much  as  Kilkenny."  We  confess  it.  So  do  many  of  the  English 
towns.  The  agitation  against  tithes  and  church-rate  is  as  great  in 
England  as  in  Ireland.  And  if  a  Coercion  Bill  is  to  be  the  substitute 
for  justice^  the  more  universally  it  is  applied  the  better.  The  whole 
people  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  of  the  same  spirit. 

No  church-rate  can  be  more  oppressive  than  the  Annuity  ;  and  the 
evil  does  not  rest  here.  '*  A  poor  Kirk  only  will  be  a  pure  Kirk/'  is 
exemplified  in  Edinburgh. 

This  is  a  tax  levied  on  members  of  the  Church  Establishment ;  and 
on  every  denomination  of  Dissenters^  Catholic^  Quaker,  Jew^  Turk^ 
or  Pagan,  to  raise  the  Edinburgh  clergy  above  their  brethren  of 
the  Kirk ;  and  to  set  them  above  their  proper  functions.  With 
a  few  honourable  exceptions,  the  Edinburgh  clergy  are  anything 
but  a  working  clergy.  Edinburgh,  among  its  other  felicities,  holds 
all  ''  the  great  prizes"  (as  the  Duke  of  Wellington  calls  the  bi- 
shoprics) of  the  Kirk.  It  is  too  much  that  the  inhabitants  should 
also  monopolize  the  honour  of  maintaining  ^'  the  great  prises,"  in 
a  style  which  has  set  them  above  their  duties,  and  given  "  a  high 
tone"  to  Presbyterianism,  by  making  a  few  of  its  humble  clergy  fit 
associates  for  our  Tory  and  Whig  Coteries,  and  the  legal  aristo- 
cracy, at  the  expense  of  the  pastoral  office.  The  worst  fault  that 
we  hitherto  know  about  them,  after  all,  is,  that  they  know  nothisg  of 
their  parishes ;  for,  till  now,  they  had  no  power  of  imprisonment,  a  power 
of  which  they  should  be  the  first  to  try  to  denude  themselves.  Minis- 
ters of  the  Reformed  Pre^byterian  Church  ! — a  Church  boasting  its 
purity,  its  poverty,  its  tolernm-e,  "  rob  widows'  houses,"  and  throw 
men  of  all  per^uuisions  into  prison  for  fractions  of  stipend  ! — and  this, 
too,   with  ample   funds    for    their   maintenance    from  other  sources, — ■ 


sustaining  hope  to  the  unrcdresi-cl — an  assurance  that  there  is  a  glorious  power 
utiemploye  i,  that  can,  when  it  pleases,  rise  up  and  batHi*  the  oppressing  one  that  is 
ever  sn  work.  An  oJour  r.scs  out  of  such  sictiun^,  that  lecomcs  as  the  bieath  of  a 
new  life  to  others.  The  lan;;u:i;!C  they  are  related  in,  is  as  the  melody  so  exquisitely 
described  in  one  of  Wordsworth's  ballads  : — 

<  The  luusic  in  uiy  heart  I  bore 

Long  after  it  was  heard  no  more.**'— —  T'rue  Sun. 
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the  same  kind  of  funds^  and  to  a  larger  amount  than  those  by  which  their 
brethren  are  respectably  supported  in  every  other  Scottish  city.  Shade 
of  John  Knox !  could  you  have  looked  up  from  that  old  station  in  the  N^ 
therbow  on  the  scenes  exhibited  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh  within  the  last 
ten  years^  by  order  of  your  successors!  and  their  proctors^ and  seen  the  mi- 
serable furniture  of  poor  widows  and  destitute  persons  roupedfor  stipend  ! 
One  scorns  the  miserable  fiction  by  which  the  Edinburgh  clergy  try  to 
skulk  behind  their  agents :  the  Parsons  in  Ireland  have  given  up  the 
hypocritical  pretext^  '^  It  was  not  I,  but  the  proctor.  Passive  Resistance 
has  put  an  end  to  these  revolting  scenes^  and  introduced  others^  which 
the  sincere  friends  of  the  Kirk  can  regard  as  no  less  dangerous  to  its 
stability. 

Mr.  T ait's  letter  explains  the  nature  of  the  church^tax^  but  not  all  its 
deformities.  First,  it  is  peculiar  to  Edinburgh^  and  to  a  limited  pai*t  of 
Edinburgh^  rigorously  visiting  the  shop-keeper,  the  physician,  the  artist, 
the  half-pay  officer,  the  poor  and  needy,  while  it  totally  exempts  the  class 
best  able  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Church, — the  lawyers  of  all 
grades ;  those  who,  according  to  our  Glasgow  friend,  drain  the  blood,  and 
live  on  the  marrow  of  Scotland ;  till,  Jeshurun.like,  our  whole  community, 
by  their  suckings,  have  waxen  fat  and  are  kicking,  requiring  to  be  put  in 
strait  waistcoats,  and  dieted  on  bread  and  water.  Secondly,  It  is  a  shop  ta^c  ; 
the  people  of  London  know  what  that  means.  The  rent  of  a  man's  dweU- 
ing-house  is  a  fair  measure  of  his  means,  and  in  '^  our  city  of  palaces," 
every  man  likes  a  house  rather  above  what  he  can  afford  than  under  it. 
A  shopkeeper  who  rents  a  house  at  from  L.30  to  L.50,  may  pay  L.200 
a-year,  or  more,  for  his  place  of  business ;  and  on  this  L.200,  and  on 
all  the  other  premises  he  may  rent  in  carrying  on  his  trade,  as  well  as 
on  his  dwelling-house,  which  is  almost  invariably  at  some  distance  from 
his  place  of  business,  he  is  liable  to  pay  L.6  per  cent,  to  the  clerg)',  or 
be  sent  to  jail, — ^be  he  Jew,  Turk,  Quaker,  or  Baptist.  The  garret 
of  a  widow,  the  cellar  of  a  porter,  must  contribute  their  propor- 
tion to  the  maintenance  of  ''  the  great  prizes"  of  the  Kirk,  and  of  the 
"  tone"  which  now  elevates  Established  Presbyterianism,  in  the  gentility 
of  its  teachers,  almost  to  equality  with  Episcopalian  Dissent.  Of  late 
years,  since  the  Irish  settled  among  us,  many  Catholics  are  called  on  to 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  what  they  must  think,  our  heretic 
clergy ;  an  imposition  on  conscience,  from  which  we  hope  to  see  Scotland 
soon  freed  for  ever.  , 

But,  while  the  darkest  den*  in  the  lanes,  and  poor  streets,  of  that  cen- 
tral  portion  of  Edinburgh  (which,  for  the  Established  clergy,  may  look  for 
religious  instruction  where  its  inhabitants  please)  must  pay,  evei-^'^ly 
mansion,  of  the  first-born  of  Egypt,  is  past  bye.  Our  Lords  of  Session, 
and  Clerks  of  Session,  and  Deputy-Clerks  of  Session ;  and  Clerks  of 

*  Many  capital  hits  have  been  made  during  the  Thuee  Years'  Waii  between 
the  citizens  and  the  clergy  of  Edinburgh,  which  should  not  be  forgotten.  The  Bible 
Society  of  London  had,  it  appears,  at  one  time  resolved,  that  no  subscription  in  aid 
of  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  should  be  taken  from  Socinians,  Unitarians, 
Infidels,  and  Blasphemers,  The  Bible  Society  denounced  all  t«ucli  characteis  ;  and 
our  clergy  piously  agreed.  *'  Now,  sui'ely  you  won't  take  stipend  from  buch  wretches  ?'* 
said  some  writer  in  the  North  Briton.  Tainted  money  becomes  i«wtet  in  passing 
through  the  iingei's  of  Mr.  Peter  Hill.  Mr.  Manager  Murray's  synagogue  of  Satan, 
at  the  end  of  the  North  Bridge,  pays  about  L.50  per  annum  to  the  clergy  of  Edin. 
burj^h  ;  and  many  smaller  sanctuaries  oi'  sin,  in  the  old  town,  must  contribute  their 
proportion. 
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Justiciary,  and  Ddpttty.Cierkft  ef  Justieiary^  and  Lord  Adrocatds^  and 
Deputy* Advocates,  and  Sheriffs,  and  Substitute-SheriffiB ;  and  the  whole 
tribes,  kindreds,  and  languages,  of  our  barristers ;  and  every  man  irhosa 
profession  is  symbolised  on  his  door-plate  by  the  mystic  letters — W.9., 
or  S.8.C.,  the  tax-gatherer  respectfully  passes.  The  clergy  themselves  do 
not  pay  poor-rates  In  this  city^;  for  which  rate  another  6  per  cent,  on 
rent  is  levied  from  the  unfortunate  shopkeeper,  and  householder.  Is  it 
surprising  that  the  people  of  Edinburgh  have  "  rebelled,"  since  rebellion 
it  must  be  called,  and  refuse  longer  to  submit  to  the  homingt  and  gor- 
ings  of  the  watchmen  of  the  flock  ? 

The  exemption  of  the  Collboe  op  Justigb — this  is  the  phrase.  Col. 
LEGE  OF  Justice,  among  a  nation  remarkable  for  the  propriety  of  its 
names !  is,  however,  the  grievance  of  a  past  time;  and  the  inclusion  of  the 
fifteen  hundred,  or  two  thousand,  exempted  lawyers  will  not  now  sa. 
tisfy  the  people  of  Edinburgh  ;  though  this  is  the  bait  held  out  to  make 
us  bolt  the  Bill  the  Lord  Advocate  has  been  bungling  at,  "  to  enable 
the  Edinburgh  parsons  to  live  like  gentleman."  The  people  of  £din« 
burgh  will  have  their  clergy  live  like  their  brethren  in  other  towns^ 
and  like  Christian  ministers.  They  will  have  no  compulsory  tax  for  their 
support.  They  wijl  have  no  Dissenter,  no  Catholic,  no  Quaker,  or  Jew, 
liable  to  a  fraction  of  rate  to  maintain  a  Presbyterian  minister.  They 
cannot  more  admire  propagating  religion  by  the  tithe-pound,  the  Cross- 
rouping,  and  the  Calton  jail,  than  by  the  sword  or  the  faggot ;  and  will 
resist  to  the  last  every  attempt  to  continue  a  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Edinburgh  clergy,  which  they  have  recently  used>  and  are  still  em- 
ploying, to  the  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  the  merciful  faith 
they  are  bound  to  teach,  and  to  the  disgrace  of  their  sacred  office.  It 
is  too  late  for  compromise.  The  principle  which  places  this  power  in 
their  hands  is  more  dangerous,  and  much  more  to  be  guarded  against, 
than  the  mere  amount  of  the  tribute  levied.  Our  ancestors,  at  some 
peril,  and  by  despising  persecution,  won  for  us  freedom  of  conscienoe 
and  a  Free  Kirk  :  it  will  go  hard  but  we  maintain  the  right. 

As  this  Magazine  circulates  through  England  and  Ireland  more  widely 
than  at  home,  we  have  hitherto  forborne  afflicting  our  distant  readers  with 
local  grievances.  Heaven  knows  that  every  town  has  abundance  of 
them,  local  and  general ;  but,  in  paisive  resUtance,  Edinburgh  is  making 
common  cause  with  many  other  communities ;  and  it  may  amuse  strangers 
to  learn  how  it  has  been  managed  in  the  country  of  the  Porteous  mob. 

For  years  the  spectators  looked  on  with  indignation  and  shame  when 
furniture  was  rouped  (sold  by  auction)  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  for 
annuity  to  the  clergy.  At  first  such  furniture  belonged  exclusively  to  very 
distressed  persons ;  for  though  every  one  grumbled,  no  one  who  could 
scrape  up  the  money  durst  refuse  to  pay,  and  thus  incur  the  additional 
penalties  of  prosecution.  Not  unfrequently  generous  individuals  re- 
deemed the  miserable  sticks  so  cruelly  wrested  from  the  more  miserable 
owners.  The  first  act  of  passive  resistance  may  have  taken  place  about 
two  years  back  ;  and  we  admit  that  since  then  it  has  been  most  actively 
passive,  and  has  given  rise  to  many  melancholy  and  some  humorous 
scenes.  Fortunately  for  the  resisters,  the  goods  must,  by  law,  be  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  Cross,  which  so  far  concentrated  their  field  of  action. 
This,  by  the  way,  was  a  capital  omission  when  the  Annuity  clause  was 
smuggled  over.  We  hope  the  Lord  Advocate  (but  the  clergy's  agent 
will  see  to  it)  takes  care,  in  the  new  Bill,  that  our  goods,  when  oonfi»« 
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oated  for  fttipend^  wkj  be  sent  away  and  told  anywhere.  In  Irelafad  we 
pajr-tethe  whole  people  of  the  empire  pay — ^troops  who  march  np  from  the 
conntry  to  Dublin^  fifty  or  eixty  miles,  as  esoorts  of  the  parson-pounded 
pigs  and  cattle,  which  panive  reiistance  prevents  from  being  sold  or 
bought  at  home ;  and  we  also  maintain  barracks  in  that  country  which 
not  only  lodge  the  parsons'  military  guards,  bu^  afford,  of  late,  conve- 
nient resting-places  in  their  journey  to  the  poor  people's  cattle,  whom 
the  soldiers  are  driving  to  sale  ;*  and  which  might  otherwise  be  rescued 
on  the  road. 

Our  Edinburgh  elergy  could  hitherto  only  operate  round  the  Cross. 
If  any  of  our  readers  know  that  scene,  let  them  imagine,  after  the  re- 
sistance was  tolerably  well  organized,  an  unfortunate  auctioneer  arriv- 
ing at  the  Cross  about  noon,  with  a  cart  loaded  with  furniture  for  sale. 
Latterly  the  passive  hubbub  rose  as  if  by  magic.  Bells  sounded,  bagpipes 
brayed,  the  Fiery  Cross  passed  down  the  closseg,  and  through  the  High 
Street  and  Cowgate ;  and  men,  women,  and  children,  rushed  from  all 
points  towards  the  scene  of  PASSIVE  RESISTANCE.  The  tax  had 
grinded  the  faces  of  the  poor,  and  the  poor  were,  no  doubt,  the  bitterest 
in  indignation.  Irish,  Highlanders,  Lowlanders,  were  united  by  the 
bond  of  a  common  suffering.  Respectable  shopkeepers  might  be  seen 
coming  in  haste  from  the  Bridges ;  Irish  traders  flew  from  St.  Mary's 
Wynd;  brokers  from  the  Cowgate;  all  pressing  round  the  miserable 
auctioneer;  yelling,  hooting,  perhaps  cursing,  certainly  saying  anything 
but  what  was  affectionate  or  respectful  of  the  clergy.  And  here  were  the 
black  placards  tossing  above  the  heads  of  the  angry  multitude—* 

ROUPING   FOR   STIPEND! 

This  notice  was  of  itself  enough  to  deter  any  one  from  purchasing ; 
though  we  will  say  it  for  the  good  spirit  of  the  people,  that  both  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  brokers  disdained  to  take  bargains  of  their  suffering 
neighbours'  goods.  Of  late  months,  no  auctioneer  would  venture  to  the 
Cross  to  roup  for  stipend.  What  human  being  has  nerve  enough  to  bear 
up  against  the  scorn,  hatred,  and  execration  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
expressed  in  a  cause  he  himself  must  feel  just?  The  people  lodged  the  pla- 
cards and  flags  in  shops  about  the  Cross,  so  that  not  a  moment  was  lost  in 
having  their  machinery  in  full  operation,  and  scouts  were  ever  ready  to 
spread  the  intelligence  if  any  symptoms  of  a  sale  were  discovered. 
These  are  among  the  things  done  and  provoked  in  this  reforming  city 
of  John  Knox,  in  the  name  of  supporting  religious  instruction  ! 

Dr.  Chalmers  is  reported  to  have  said,  the  other  day,  in  one  of  our 
Church  Courts,  **  Too  little  money  is  devoted  to  the  religious  instruc- 
tion of  the  city."  He  is  quite  right :  Too  little .  indeed ! — almost  none 
ia  so  applied ; — a  good  deal  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  ministers, 
nevertheless.  The  condition  of  the  poor  of  Edinburgh — ^their  want 
of  the  due  means,  from  the  Establishment,  either  of  religious  instruc- 
tion at  home,  or  church  accommodation,  is  not  the  smallest  evil  in  this 
system  of  setting  Scotch  Presbyterian  clergymen  above  their  callings 
by  high  salaries.  We  might  imagine,  that  after  any  poor  men  or  women 
have  paid  annuity,  or  had  their  goods  sold,  they  might  at  least  find  a 
church  door  open   to   them  somewhere  in  the  town.    They  will  find 

II      I  II       ._M 

*  The  agents  of  onr  clergy  had  a  sort  of  barracks.  They  made  the  enclosure  in 
iiie  Cowgate,  called  the  Meal-market,  a  tlepoi  for  confiscated  furniture  when  the 
people  drove  the  anctioneers  from  the  Cross. 
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exactly  the  door  open^  but  a  surly  door-keeper  to  push  them  l>ack, 
and  if  they  do  get  in^  no  seat  in  church.  In  addition  to  the 
odious  Annuity  Tax^  the  rents  of  the  pews  in  Edinburgh  are^  on  the 
average^  three  times  higher  than  in  any  other  Scottish  city»  Thus  we  pay 
for  our  *'  great  prizes''*  trebly ;  and^  in  their  diligence  and  fidelity  as 
ministers ;  in  their  meekness^  forbearance^  long-sufferings  patience^  gen- 
tleness^  as  Christains^  have  our  reward. 

We  dare  not  inflict  upon  our  English  or  Irish  readers  more  about  our 
Collegiate  Charges ;  our  royal  chaplainships ;  our  union  of  the  pastoral 
office  with  the  professorships  in  our  university ;  our  church  jobs  of  all 
kinds.    We  have  not  complained  till  now  :  now  complaint  is  redbbss. 

*^*  Imprisovment  of  a  Baptist. — As  this  sheet  was  going  to  press,  we  hare 
seen  the  spectacle,  novel  in  a  Presbyterian  country,  of  a  respectable  and  aged  man  of 
the  religious  persuasion  of  Fuller,  Robert  Hall,  and  John  Foster,  haled  to  prison  for 
ministers*  stipend,  under  circumstances  which  shame  the  very  name  of  Presbyte- 
rianism.  Mr.  Ewart,  shoemaker,  one  among  upwards  of  three  hundred  citizens  put  to 
the  horn,  (at  least  a  two-guinea  process  before  it  is  ended,)  when  presented  with  the 
caption  by  tlie  messenger,  said  he  was  quite  unable  to  pay  his  arrears.  He  was  indulged 
with  a  little  time  to  go  and  plead  his  case  with  the  scion  of  Establishment,  Dr.  Inglis's 
son,  who  is  reaping  the  fruits  of  a  lawyer's  rich  harvest,  amid  our  tears,  shame,  and 
sorrow.  He  told  that  young  agent  of  the  clergy,  that  he  neither  could,  nor  would, 
if  he  could,  pay  stipend.  He  belonged  to  a  denomination  of  Christians  who  had 
been  tortured  and  burned  by  an  established  priesthood  ;  and  the  Established  Clergy 
of  Edinburgh  were  welcome  to  send  him  to  prison  if  it  seemed  good  to  them.  On 
the  same  evening,  (Friday  23d,)  he  was  marched  off  to  the  Calton  Jail,  accompanied 
by  the  usual  hasty  muster  of  people  carrying  flags  and  poles,  having  placards 
on  which  were  a  variety  of  de^^ces  and  inscriptions,  to  which  we  shall  not  at  present 
advert.  His  daughter,  a  fine'young  woman,  in  a  fit  of  heroic  indignation  which  overmaa- 
tered  her  grief  and  the  natural  timidity  of  her  sex,  seized  one  of  the  flags,  and  would 
have  walked  before  her  father  tojprison  with  the  crowd,  but  was  prevented  by  him  and 
the  interference  of  the  humane  bystanders.  Next  day  this  ruined  man's  shop,  in 
Hanover  Street,  was  seen  shut  up,  and  a  bill  stuck  on  the  door,  <<  In  Prison  for 
Ministers*  Stipend.** 

In  earnestly  recommending  Mr.  Ewart*8  case  to  the  friends  of  freedom  of  con^ 
science  everywhere,  and  particularly  to  the  Baptists  of  England,  we  would  humbly 
ask  the  casuists  among  our  clergy.  Is  this  man  imprisoned  to  I'ecover  a  just  debt,  or 
to  gratify  a  cruel,  despicable  revenge  ?  We  know  what  men  of  plain  understanding, 
in  this  city,  think  and  say  loudly. 

By  the  laws  of  Scotland,  a  creditor  who  indulges  his  cruelty  by  keeping  a  needy 
man  in  jail,  is  bound  to  maintain  him.  Mr.  Ewart  has  claimed,  and  been  allowed  a 
shilling,  paid  per  diem,  as  aliment-money — a  liberal  allowance, — as  fortunately  the 
fixing  the  amount  of  aliment  does  not  rest  with  the  imprisoning  clergy. 

*  Every  clergyman  should  hare  L.400  in  each  pocket,*'  said  the  Whig  Solicitor- 
General,  the  other  day  at  some  Kirk  meeting,  where  the  Magistrates  themselves  were 
speaking  of  uncoUegiating  the  churches,  and  reducing  the  stipends.  Some  twenty  or 
thirty  years  back,  those  stipends  were  L.300  a-year,  with  as  much  more  as  they  could 
scrape  up.  Be  it  remembered,  that  the  faculty  to  which  Mr.  Cockbum  be- 
longs, have  never  yet  paid  one  farthing  of  churah-tax  since  the  Kirk  was  esta- 
blislied ;  and  as  Presbyterian  sm  is  neither  the  fashionable  religion,  nor  even  the 
genteel  mode  of  faith  in  Edinburgh,  it  is  but  a  proportion  of  the  learned  fa- 
culty that  even  pay  for  a  seat  in  the  Kirk.  Speeches  like  the  above  move  the 
multitude's  in  the  Cowgate,  and  even  the  wealthiest  shopkeeper  in  the  finest  streets, 
in  rather  an  unpleasant  way.  Mr.  Cockbum  cmnot  have  forgotten  the  anecdote 
of  KinjJT  James  I.  and  his  Bishops,  Naale  and  Andrews.  '<  Cannot  1  take  my  Subject's 
money  whem  I  want  it,  without  all  this  formality  in  Parliament?** — **God  forbid.  Sir,** 
said  Neale,  <*  but  you  should — you  are  the  breath  of  our  nostrils.'* — **  Well,  my 
Lord,'*  rejoined  his  Majesty  to  Andrews,  "  and  what  say  you  ?**  He  excused  himself 
on  the  ground  of  ignorance  in  Parliamentaty  matters.  "  No  put-^ffs,  my  Lord,**  said 
Jamos,  **  answer  me  presently." — ^*  Then,  Sir,*'  said  the  excellent  prelate,  **  1  think 
it  lawful  for  you  to  take  my  brother  Neale's  money,  for  he  offers  it."  The  clergy 
are  fully  entitled  to  take  Mr.  Cockburn*s*L.800  a-year» 
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The  Duchksse  de  Berri. — Society,  that  most  abject  of  trimmers,  has 
idways  possessed  a  double-sided  code  of  political  morality.      We  see  no 
cause  for  exultation  in  the  frailty  of  this  errant  Duchess.     The  cause  of 
the  Carlists  is  anything  but  bright  enough  to  be  injured  by  so  small  a 
speck  as  the  infamy  of  the  Duchesse  de  Berri.    The  deposed  King  of 
France  has  nothing  to  lose  or  to  gain  from  the  virtue  of  his  niece  ;  a 
woman  sufficiently  ill-spoken  of  by  her  own  partisans,  even  during  her 
most  high  and  palmy  state  of  supremacy  at  the  Tulieries ; — a  rash,  fri-' 
Yolous,  and  unprincipled  princess,  thrust  by  circumstances  into  the  posi- 
tion of  a  heroine.    The  antiquated  Countesses  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Ger- 
main, who  vehemently  resent  the  supposititious  marriage,  hired  by  Madame 
de  Camla,  at  the  expense  of  1100,000  francs,  to  '^  make  an  honest  wo« 
man"  of  the  Margaret  of  Anjou  of  the  Henriquinquistes,  affix  far  too 
much  importance  to  the  mishap  of  royal  adventures.      Within  a  few 
years  it  will  be  admitted,  that  a   government,  motable  by  such  trivial 
agents,  must,  indeed,  be  grounded  on  a  sorry  foundation.    What  must 
be  the  blindness  of  mankind,  when  the  licentiousness  of  an  ungovernable 
woman  has  power  to  operate  upon  the  happiness  of  thirty  millions  of  her 
fellow-creatures !' 

Policy  v.  Meroy. — There  is  a  plain  straight-forwardness  of  action 
in  Lord  Althorp,  which  everybody  admires,  friend  or  foe.    He  is  totally 
divested  of  the  wily  eel-backed  hypocrisy  of  the  courtier  of  former 
times ;  and  wears  his  heart  upon  his  sleeve,  for  daws  to  peck  at — and 
great  numbers  do.    How  much  better  is  this  than  the  policy  of  great 
men,  his  predecessors  in  office.      Then,  an  act  or  an   assertion  was 
food  for  all  the  politicians  in  town  or  country  for  a  fortnight;   and 
thousands  of  acute  intellects  were  put  upon  the  stretch  in  wondering 
what  he  was  after  now.    With  the  present  most  noble  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  all  is  as  plain  as  a  pike-staff.     Look  at  the  Ten-hours 
Labour  Bill,  which  poor  Ashley  has  been  fuming  away  upon  for  days  and 
'  weeks  together,  with  all  the  energy  of  a  twenty-philanthropist  power,—- 
the  whole  population  of  the  country  at  his  back.    Farmer  Althorp  gets 
up  "  in  his  place,"  and,  with  all  the  charity,  humanity,  and  kind- 
heartedness,  for  which  he  is  famed,  swears  he  will  defeat  his  object,  and 
knock  his  Bill  on  the  head  entirely.    People  stare  with  astonishment ; 
but  there  is  nothing  to  stare  at.    A  paragraph  in  the  next  day's  paper 
announces  (without  the  slightest  reference  to  this  subject)  that  there 
happen  to  be  between  forty  and  fifty  mill-owners  in  the  Lower  House. 
Now  this  number  of  honourable  factory  folk  would  fearfully  swell  a 
minority ;  and  Althorp  shrewdly  enough  suspects  that^  by  forsaking  the 
men  of  cotton,  he  might  stand  the  chance  of  only  getting  worsted  by- 
and-by.    There  can  be  no  mistake  in  this. 

Patience  under  a  Heavy  Burden. — "  If  the  people  of  England  and 
Scotland  remain  as  quiet  under  their  burdens  in  future,  as  they  have  been 
this  Session,  I  fear  we  shall  get  rid  of  but  few  of  the  taxes  which  now  press 
on  the  industry  of  the  people."  So  says  that  resolute  friend  of  the  peo- 
ple, Mr.  Hume,  in  a  letter  printed  in  the  Fife  Herald  of  26th  August. 
For  a  Session,  the  people  of  Scotland  have  been  quiet ;  but  it  has  not 
been  the  quiet  of  indifference,  far  less  of  content,  that  has  possessed 
their  minds.    The  proceedings  of  this  Session  have  been  remarked  with 
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a  gradually  increasing  indignation^  that  will  soon  show  itself  in  every  part 
of  Scotland. 

Would  that  Scotland  had  many  representatives  like  Joseph  Hume^  and 
many  journals  like  the  Fife  Herald  I 

ScoTTisB  JoBs.-^We  are  asked  to  animadvert  on  two  recent  appoint- 
ments in  Scotland  : — One^  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ewen^  a  political  par- 
tisan of  Captain  £lUot,  to  the  Church  of  Hobkirkj  *^  in  opposition^"  «s 
is  said^  ''  to  the  wishes  of  every  individual  in  the  parish  1"  The  other^ 
the  renewal  of  a  sinecure  in  King's  College^  Aberdeen^  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Patrick  Davidson  to  the  chair  of  Civil  Law^  of  which  there 
are  no  students  at  that  College^  and  not  the  slightest  chance  of  there  ever 
being  any. 

This  last  has  all  the  appearance  of  being  one  of  those  scandalous  jpb9 
which  belonged  to  the  regular  order  of  things  in  Scotland  in  times  past, 
but  of  which  we  hoped  we  had  seen  the  end.  Our  MoffOifiae,  how* 
ever^  being  intended  for  the  United  Kingdom^  we  have  no  space  for  local 
jobs,  unless  they  be  of  great  magnitude. 

Negro  Slavery. — With  the  following  admirable  letter  of  that  emi- 
nently gifted  politicianj  philanthropist^  and  Christianj  Mr.  Douglas  of 
Cavers^  we -take  leave  of  the  question  of  negro  emancipation.   The  leaders 
of  the  Anti-Slavery  Societies  have  shown  themselves  bad  shepherds. 
Had  they  acted  like  the  far-seeing  politician  whose  letter  we  record^  the 
country  would  have  seen  the  injustice  and  absurdity  of  the  Ministerial 
scheme  of  emancipation,  and  have  aroused  itself  to  prevent  the  scheme 
from  being  adopted.    But  these  leaders  have  been  blind  or  asleep.    In 
their  joy  at  the  prospect  of  emancipation  in  seven  years,  they  have  over., 
looked  the  injustice  of  continuing  slavery  so  long,  and  the  impracticable 
nature  of  the  Ministerial  scheme.     Mr.  Douglas  is  quite  correct.    The 
thing  will  not  work.    There  would  have  been  no  danger  in  immediate 
emancipation ;  but  there  is  imminent  danger  in  this  absurd  scheme. 
We  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  value  of  the  past  zealous  services 
to  the   cause  of  justice  and  humanity,  of  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton ;   and 
regret  that  he  has  shown  at  last  that  his  penetration  is  by  no  means  on 
a  par  with  his  zeal.     We  doubt  his  integrity  no  more  than  we  believe  in 
his  talents.    In  the  House  of  Commons  he  declared  himself  willing  to 
vote  for  not  only  the  twenty  millions  of  compensation,   (the  new  and 
genteel  substitute  for  that  ugly  word,  bribery,)  to  the  planters,  but  for 
forty  millions,  if  necessary  to  procure  negro  emancipation.    What   a 
total  want  of  perception  of  the  true  nature  of  what  he  is  talking    about 
does  this  show  !     If  Mr.  Buxton  would  make  himself  acquainted  with 
our  system  of  taxation,  and  learn  how  much  of  the  two  millions  of 
annual  interest  of  the  forty  millions  would  fall  upon  the  industrious 
classes,  and  how  little  upon  the  wealthy  class  to  which  he  himself  be- 
longs, he  would  have  hesitated  before  voting  for  such  an  addition  to  our 
yearly  burdens ;  and  if  his  understanding  could  grasp  such  an  abstract 
and  difficult  question  as  the  justice  of  throwing  our  own  debts  upon 
posterity,  he  would  have  paused  before  adding  forty  millions  more  to  the 
National  Debt.    But  we  must  leave  Mr.  Buxton  to  consider  these  things, 
and  give  the  letter  of  a  man  not  less  worthy,  and  infinitely  more  able. 
To  the  Petitioners  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 
Oesttlemek,— The  Ministry,  after  many  delnys,  have  at  last  produced  a  plan 
for  the  abolition  of  81aTerf ,  which  they,  with  a  strangle  ignorance  of  the  condition 
of  slaves,  and  of  the  mind  of  the  public,  teim  safe  and  satisfiictory. 
How  vatii&cWry  it  iS|  will  soon  be  showo  by  the  reprobadoa  9t  the  .whirle  OMia 
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try ;  and  the  aaftty  which  U  if  Ukelf  to  conftr,  will  ht  iniich  on  »  p»r  with  tht 
latiifaction* 

Instead  of  abolishing  slayery,  this  miserable  scheme  tends  to  perpetuate  it  It 
does  away  with  the  name ;  but  not  the  thing.  It  still  leayes  the  labourer  to  work 
three-fourths  of  the  day,  or  week,  without  wages ;  and  removes  the  eart-whip  from 
the  hands  of  the  overseer,  without  substituting  any  other  irnmedUiie  inducement  t^ 
exertion  in  its  place. 

Pain  or  profit  are  the  only  inducements  to  labour.  The  apprentices  of  our  saga- 
cious Ministry  are  to  act  without  a  motive.  They  are  to  derive  no  profit  from  toil- 
ing under  a  tropical  sun ;  and  yet  the  driver  is  no  longer  to  urge  them  on  with  the 
lash.  They  must  either  work  from  disinterested  afiection  to  a  Ministry  which  has 
merely  changed  the  name  of  slave  into  that  of  apprentice ;  or  Britain  herself, — and 
this  appears  to  be  the  ultimate  design  of  Ministers,'^must  become  the  slave^river- 
general  of  the  Colonies,  and  take  the  cartwhip,  instead  of  the  sceptre,  into  her  own 
imperial  hands. 

A  scheme  of  such  inherent  absurdity  must  necessarily  and  deservedly  &il.  It  is 
contrary  to  common  sense  and  common  justice,.— 4o  the  almost  universal  fedings  of 
the  coimtry,  and  to  your  own  late  petitions,  signed  by  numbere  beyond  any  former 
example. 

The  Ministry  in  this  case  have  alike  disregarded  the  voice  of  the  country,  and  the 
dictates  of  humanity.  But,  once  more  place  your  signatures  in  equal,  or,  if  possible^ 
in  superior  numbers,  to  petitions ;  and  they  must  perceive,  at  last,  that  neither  can 
be  disregarded  with  impunity.— Your  very  obedient  serf  ant, 

JAMES  DOUGLA& 
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The  CAMBBmes  Quarterly  Review  and  Magazine,  No.  I.  for  July. 

This  is  the  only  recent  instance  we  recollect,  of  the  starting  of  a  new 
Journal  of  Whig  principles.  To  support  the  present  government^  is  the 
evident  purpose  of  this  Review,  so  far  as  it  is  to  be  a  political  Journal. 
The  Cambridge  Quarterly  will  iind  that  it  has  undertaken  no  easy  task. 
It  will  be  rather  difficult,  we  opine^  to  say  much  for  the  doings  of  the 
Whigs ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  raise  a  Quarterly  Journal  into  high 
circulation,  through  the  influence  of  the  Whig  party.  The  jiLete  milieu 
is  fast  disappearing.  It  is  an  unnatural  party.  There  cannot  long  be 
three  political  parties  in  a  state.  As  men  get  warmly  interested  in  poll, 
tics,  they  are  impelled  to  take  their  place  in  one  of  the  vehement  ex- 
tremes. Only  the  feeble,  the  timid,  and  the  ignorant,  will^  ere  long,  be 
found  in  the  ranks  of  the  middle  or  Whig  party. 

We  find  in  the  leading  article  of  this  Journal,  the  usual  Whig  common- 
places very  well  put  together.  As  a  literary  work,  we  shall  speak  of  the 
Cambridge  Quarterly  in  our  next.  There  must  be  many  men  of  talent 
connected  with  Cambridge,  and,  in  duty  to  their  Alma  Mater,  bound  to 
support  her  periodical. '  We  wish  our  new  brother  honester  politics  and 
great  success. 

Pedestrian  Tours  in  Switzerland,  with  a  Sketch  of  ite  History  and  of 
the  Manners  and  Customs.  By  L.  Agassiz,  Esq.,  late  of  the  Royal 
Navy.    8vo.    Smith,  Elder,  8c  Co. :  London. 

When  will  authors  have  done  with  their  prefaces,  deprecatory  or  apo- 
logetic, for  bad  style  ?  They  mistake  the  case.  If  they  really  have  any- 
thing to  say,  no  fear  but  they  will  find  suitable  words.  The  author 
commences  his  journal  from  the  moment  he  lands  at  Calais.  Striding 
over  France,  aad  skipping  the  entire  history  of  Switzerland,  ire  get  on 
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with  him  veiy  pleasantly  in  his  rambles  through  the  Swiss  valleys^  di. 
verging  in  all  directions  from  his  head-quarters  at  Lausane.  A  pedes, 
trian  has  many  opportunities  of  noting  manners  denied  to  the  vehicular 
traveller.  Mr.  Agassiz  stept  into  cottages^  and  conversed  with  peasants, 
and  made  the  best  use  of  his  time*  VVe  learn  one  new  fact  from  his 
account  of  Copet^ — the  Neckers  were  of  Irish  extraction — Madame  de 
Stael  but  a  few  removes  from  a  wild  Irish  girl. 

The  Tropical  Agriculturist  :  a  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Cultivation 
and  Management  of  various  Productions  suited  to  Tropical  Climates, 
By  Georob  R.  Porter.    8vo.    London :  Smith>  Elder^  &  Co. 

Whatever  tends  to  ensure  the  successful  emplojrment  of  additional 
capital^  or  the  introduction  of  better  modes  of  management  of  colonial 
produce,  must  be  a  benefit  alike  to  the  parent  state,  and  to  local  culti- 
vators. Many  articles  of  commerce,  indigenous  to  tropical  climates, 
are  uncultivated  in  a  great  number  of  the  English  colonies ;  and  the 
main  object  of  the  author,  by  supplying  information  that  may  induce 
those  colonial  agriculturists  who  confine  their  labour  and  capital  to  the 
almost  exclusive  culture  of  one  or  two  particular  kinds,  to  grow  a  wider 
range  of  substances,  and,  by  rendering  the  market  less  glutted  in  one 
species,  to  make  room  for  others  which  must  secure  a  demand,  is  to 
secure  a  great  good  as  well  to  individual  speculators  as  to  the  public 
generally. 

The  obvious  advantage  which  would  result  to  planters  by  diminishing 
the  growth  of — sugar  for  instance — so  as  to  bring  the  supply  within  the 
real  and  effective  demand,  and  cultivating  other  among  the  many  de- 
scriptions of  produce  for  which  the  soil  is  equally  well  fitted,  forms 
scarcely  the  subject  of  contemplation  among  growers  in  some  of  the 
English  colonies.  Mr.  Porter's  design,  therefore,  by  entering  into  the 
history  of  many  of  the  important  articles  of  commerce  in  demand-^ 
their  nature,  properties,  and  peculiarities — ^their  growth— the  soil  best 
adapted  for  them— the  various  and  the  best  processes  to  be  employed  in 
their  manufacture — is  to  afford  to  t^e  colonial  agriculturist  a  body  of 
information  so  extensive  and  so  valuable,  that  he  may  make  his  capital 
available  beneficially  to  himself  and  others,  to  a  far  greater  degree  than 
it  may  latterly  have  been. 

Although  the  ''  Tropical  Agriculturist"  may  be  considered  as  the 
future  text-book  of  the  planter  upon  all  matters  relating  to  colonial  pro- 
duce, it  is  full  of  interesting  detail  and  pleasant  reading.  Mr.  Porter  is 
well  known  as  the  author  of  a  most  valuable  treatise  on  the  sugar  cane  ; 
and,  conjoined  to  his  present  labours,  the  two  at  once  determine  the  very 
eminent  position  to  which  he  is  entitled,  as  a  scientific  and  practical 
man,  on  the  very  important  subjects  he  has  applied  his  mind  to. 

Wood-cuts,  neatly  executed,  from  apparently  very  faithful  sketches, 
illustrate  the  volume. 

BucKiNOHAif's  Parliamentary  Review,  and  Family  Magazine. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  this  honest  and  able  journal  is  meeting  in 
England  with  the  encouragement  it  deserves.  It  discloses  much  of  the 
trickery  of  our  reformed  House  of  Commons,  not  to  be  found  in  the 
newspaper  reports.  We  heartily  recommend  the  work  to  all  political 
unions  and  clubs  of  reformers.  It  is  published  weekly,  and  being  un- 
stamped, must  be  procured  through  the  publisher's  weekly  parcels. 
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Tbs  VisiTSR  OF  TBB  PooR.    Bj  the  Rar.  Dr.  J.  Tuekerman  of  Boiton, 

United  States.    Sixnpkin  &  Marshall :  London. 

The  Visiter^  in  its  English  fonn,is  the  reprint  of  an  excellent  little  hook^ 
composed  by  a  good  man  for  a  good  purpose.  Poverty  and  mendicity  are 
not  altogether  strangers  to  the  people  of  the  large  towns  in  America ;  but 
it  is  for  the  amelioration  of  the  paupers  of  the  whole  civilized  family  of 
man  that  this  work  is  intended^  and  also  for  the  direct  instruction  of  the 
humane^  who  are  willing  to  assist  theni^  but  ignorant  o£  the  true  mode. 
The  benevolent  author  combats  some  of  the  dogmas  of  Malthus.  His 
plans  are  recommended  by  what  appears  utility  ;  but  on  this  most  diffi- 
cult subject  who  can  decide. 

Excursions  ik  the  Alps.    By  William  Brockedon.    Duncan :  London. 

This  gentleman  has  kept  a  journal  of  his  tour  as  an  artist  among  the 
Alps.  His  taste  in  art  has  imparted  much  beauty  to  many  of  his  scenic 
descriptions.     The  book,  altogether,  forms  very  pleasant  reading. 

Loudon's  £ngyclop.£Dia  of  Cottage,  Farm,  and  Villa  Architecture,  and 

Furniture.    Longman  and  Rees :  London. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Loudon  on  having  brought  another  of  his  Her- 
culean labours  to  a  prosperous  close.  In  this  Magazine  for  last  October^ 
the  object  of  this  last,  and  perhaps,  greatest  of  the  performances  of  an 
indefatigable  and  highly  meritorious  writer,  was  explained  at  large.  It 
is  a  book  for  country  gentlemen,  architects,  builders,  cabinetmakers, 
&c. ;  but  as  they  wiU  take  care  to  supply  themselves,  we  do  not  mind 
them.  We  wish  to  recommend  it  to  country  book-clubs,  and  mechanics' 
reading-rooms.  It  is  too  expensive,  from  its  nature,  and  from  the  number 
of  drawings,  plans,  and  models,  for  those  individuals  to  purchase  who  will 
be  most  benefited  by  it ;  but  the  chief  value  of  societies  is  the  removal  of 
this  difficulty  in  the  way  of  diffusing  really  useful  knowledge. 

Harper's  Family  Library. — No.  I.  The  Li/e  of  Mahommed,    By  the 

Rev.  George  Bush.    New  York. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  often  before,  and  never  long  be- 
hind us,  in  any  useful  enterprize,  have  their  Murrays,  Lardners,  and 
Valpys,  who  follow  hard  on  the  steps  of  our  insular  publishers.  The 
Life  of  Mahommed  forms  an  interesting  subject.  Though  a  false  pro-i 
phet,  he  was,  in  many  things,  a  great  man.  The  account  of  the  casual- 
ties and  small  beginnings  from  which  his  imposture  took  rise,  are  as 
curious  as  the  extent  to  which  it  has  spread,  and  the  changes  it  has  pro- 
duced. How  long  will  it  be  before  this  little  book,  or  some  one  of  like 
kind,  makes  a  way  into  the  regions  of  Islamism  ?  how  many  human 
beings  are  to  be  burned,  strangled,  beheaded,  before  its  heresies  are 
allowed  to  be  freely  circulated,  to  the  subversion  of  Mahommedanism 
among  the  Turks,  Arabs,  Persians,  Indians,  and  the  myriads  living  in 
the  faith  of  the  Prophet  ? 

The  Voluntary  Church  Magazine.    Robertson :  Glasgow. 

We  have  here  a  popular  organ,  and  able  advocate  of  the  Scottish  Dis- 
senters, and  of  that  cause  on  which  they  have  set  their  hearts,-^the 
abolition  of  all  church  establishments,  as  institutions  unwarranted  by  the 
Gospel,  and  injurious  to  religion.  This  Magazine  does  not  go  at  all 
about  the  bush.  It  has  already  dealt  some  hard  hits  to  the  Kirk,  which 
is  parryii/;  feebly. 

VOL.  m.— -KO.  zyni.  3  K 
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CONSIBBRATIONS   ON    CiVIL    ESTABLISHMENTS  OF   ReLIOXOK.      By  the   ReV. 

Dr.   H.   Heugh ;    with  some  Remarks  on  Dr.  log^s's  Vindication. 

Third  Edition.    Robertson :  Glasgow. 

We  are  evidently  on  the  verge  of  a  new  Church  Reformation^  not  of 
doctrines,  these  are  held  in  Scriptural  purity,  but  of  government  and 
discipline^  and  especially  of  those  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  £sta. 
BLisHED  Church  of  Scotland.  The  West  of  Scotland  appears  the 
centre  of  this  ''  Movement."  Its  principal  seat  is  Glasgow.  The  recent 
ill-advised  measures  of  the  Edinburgh  Clergy^  have  spread  the  agita- 
tion here ;  where  many  are  led  to  inquire^  for  the  first  time  Ifa  their 
lives,  if  the  religion  of  the  Gospel  requires,  in  a  highly  civilized  country, 
and  among  intelligent  communities,  the  protection  and  alliance  of  the 
civil  power,  which  may  have  been  necessary  in  ruder  times.  There  is 
but  one  opinion  as  to  the  danger  of  longer  placing  power  in  the  hands  of 
churchmen,  of  whatever  denomination,  which  may  be  abused,  and  directed 
against  the  first  interests  of  Christianity.  Dr.  Heugh  is  adverse  to  all 
Establishments,  as  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  New  Testament, 
opposed  to  the  practice  of  the  primitive  Church,  and  hurtful  to  the  cause 
of  religion.  In  this  pamphlet,  the  arguments  against  all  Establish- 
ments are  stated  with  no  ordinary  ability,  and  supported  with  no  com- 
mon extent  of  reading,  research,  and  learning.  We  warmly  recom- 
mend it  to  every  one  who  would  see  the  arguments  for  and  against  Es- 
tablishments clearly,  concisely,  and  fairly  stated. 

Christian  Journal.  Reid  :  Glasgow. 
This  is  a  religious  Magazine,  lately  started  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
which,  we  understand,  is  in  high  reputation  in  its  own  locality :  we 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  it.  Its  objects  we  heartily 
approve  :  the  speedy  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  discussion  of  the  uti- 
lity of  religious  establishments  connected  with  the  civil  power. 

Biographical  Recollections  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Hall. 
By  J.  W.  Morris.  Wightman:  London. 
The  family  of  Mr.  Hall,  if  they  did  not  wish  his  Memoirs  to  be  given 
to  the  public  by  a  stranger  in  a  cheaper  form  than  Dr.  Gregory's  work, 
should  have  undertaken  the  duty  themselves ;  for  the  world  assuredly 
should  not  for  a  day  want  a  record  of  the  life  of  one  of  the  first  thinkers 
of  his  age  among  churchmen.  This  work  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired; 
but  it  contains,  with  many  new  facts,  which  Dr.  Gregory  has  from  an 
imaginary  delicacy,  or  some  such  small  cause,  entirely  suppressed,  (the 
distressing  history  of  Hall's  first  love,  for  example,)  a  tolerably  fair,  and 
a  very  affectionate  estimate  of  his  noble,  and  original  character.  Pro- 
bably Dr.  Gregory  fancied  it  would  depreciate  his  friend,  and  the  friend 
of  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  to  tell  that  the  profound  philosopher  and 
eloquent  preacher,  married  a  rustic  servant  girl ;  for  this  we  understand 
Mr.  Morris  to  mean.  Many  scintillations  of  Hall's  wit,  satire,  and 
brilliance  of  thought,  flash  through  the  volume.* 

*  Mr.  Morris  has  done  us  the  honour  to  tie  us  up  with  the  Edinburgh  Review  of 
better  days,  to  sustain  his  grave  rebuke  for  over-praising  Miss  EdgewortVs  works. 
If  he  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  whole  article,  and  not  merely  the  sentence  picked 
out  by  the  bookseller  for  an  obvious  purpose,  he  will  find  raason  to  correct  this  over- 
hasty  judgment.  By  ''a  fair  preacher  of  the  fashionable  world,"  Mr.  Morris  surely 
understands  a  novelist  is  meant ;  he  cannot  suppose  we  thought  of  a  teacher  of  Theo- 
logy ?  If  Miss  Edgeworth  really  made  the  vindication  Mr.  Hall  was  taught  to  be- 
lieve,  we  cordially  subscribe  to  his  censure.  Her  alleged  defence  is  of  the  worst 
essence  of  Toryism, — contempt  for  mankind.  Besides  being  irreligious,  it  shows  pro- 
found ignorance  of  human  nature.  We,  however,  doubt  that  Mr.  Hall  was  mil- 
informed.    MiM  Edgeworth  was  most  unlikely  to  make  tuch  a  defence* 
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Travels  in  the  United  States  axd  Canada.     By  J.  Finch,  Esq. 

1  Vol.  8vo.  Longman  and  Rees :  London. 
Travels  in  America  are  become  periodicals.  We  have  at  least  one 
fresh  volume  every  month.  This  is  not  one  of  the  very  best  of  them. 
The  traveller,  by  his  introductions,  has  everywhere  made  good  use  of 
his  eyes,  too,  as  is  proved  by  his  accurate  descriptions  of  town  and  coun- 
try ;  but  he  seems  afraid  to  tell  anything  of  what  he  saw  that  is  much 
worth  hearing.  His  book,  in  short,  is  rather  a  meagre  contribution  to  our 
previous  knowledge  of  the  United  States. 

Harper's  Miscellany.  Rich  :  London. 
This  is  an  American  publication,  consisting  of  dialogues  on  Natural 
History,  Tales,  and  other  amusing  and  instructive  matter,  adapted  to 
young  readers;  somewhat  like  our  own  Evenings  at  Home,  and  such 
little  works.  Its  style  and  manner  are  very  creditable  to  our  trans, 
atlantic  brethren. 

Van  Diemen's  Land  Almanack.  Smith  and  Elder  :  London. 
A  ROOK  printed  in  Kangaroo- land,  on  paper  made,  we  cannot  guess 
where,  but  certainly  not  in  Britain,  is  a  curiosity,  were  it  only  for  its 
exterior.  When  Van  Diemen's  Land  becomes  a  hundred  times  more 
populous,  the  Almanack  will  swell  out  into  an  Annual  Register  ;  which, 
properly  speaking,  it  is  already,  combining  the  usual  matter  of  Almanacks 
with  statistics  and  history. 

English  History  for  the  People  of  England.     By  a  Graduate  of 

Cambridge.    Heward:  London. 

There  could  not  Hie  a  better  or  more  useful  idea  than  that  which  has 
led  to  the  coq'.mencement  of  this  series.  A  very  cheap  sfviefty  we  ap- 
prehend,. iC  ]3  intended  to  be.  The  history  begins  from  the  Civil  Wars 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  The  first  part  consists  of  the  Life  of  Hamp^ 
den  ;  and  it  is  by  the  memoirs  of  eminent  statesmen  that  the  history  is 
to  be  continued — philosophy  teaching  by  examples.  This  life  of  Eng- 
land's noblest  patriot  is  written  in  a  true  spirit.  We  hope  the  book 
may  have  an  extensive  circulation,  as  we  conceive  its  design  highly 
praiseworthy. 

Tales  from  Chaucer,  in  Prose,  (for  the  Use  of  Young  Persons.)    By 
Charles  Cowden  Clarke.     Effingham  Wilson  :   London. 

Fourteen  masterly  wood  engravings  accompany  this  litJe  volume, 
from  clever  and  very  spirited  drawings  made  to  illustrate  some  of  the 
chastest  of  the  Canterbury  Tales.  Mr.  Clarke  has  executed  his  task 
with  judgment,  and  deserves  the  thanks  of  those  youngsters  in  whose 
behoof  he  undertook  it. 
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Gallery  of  the  Gkaces.  Part  6.  Tilt. 
We  suppose  there  can  be  scarcely  one  respectable  book  or  printscller*s  shop  in  all 
Britain,  in  whose  window  may  not  be  found  exposed,  sure  as  the  month  comes  round, 
one  of  the  fair  faces  constituting  the  last  number  of  this  alluring  Gallery.  By  so 
much,  then,  it  is  unnecessary  to  descnbe  minutely  whatever  every  person  has  mi- 
nutely seen  «  with  their  own  eyes,"  and  pored  over  till  they  know  every  line  in  each 
print  Mr.  Stone*s  Elcanoue  we  could  much  admire,  were  it  not  for  a  capital  de- 
fect in  the  drawing  of  the  eyes.  The  same  complaint  may  be  made  with  relation  to 
BoxaU*B  Natu&e*s  Favourite.     We  find  fault  in  no  ill  spirit ;  but  we  like  not 
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t]k«  Wm  in  her  tj%  whatiTtr  niAy  b«  the  mote  in  oar  own.  The  head,  heetdM*  if 
f[ftrf  way  too  large.  There  is  a  epell  about  the  Fair  Patriciak  which  riTets  our 
gaze ;  albeit  she  is  neither  pretty  uor  beautiful :  yet  is  she  admirable.  May  we  take 
leare  to  draw  attention  to  the  sweep  of  the  mantilla  below  the  bust  on  the  left  side ; 
what  is  it  intended  to  indicate  ?  The  present  number,  like  the  past,  make  ua  yearn 
Ux  those  to  come* 

Illustrationb  of  Moderk  Sculpture.    Parts  2  and  3. 

A  PROTRACTED  interral  has  occurred  in  the  publication  of  these  Numbers,  arising 
<<  from  the  anxious  desire  of  the  proprietors  to  do  justice  to  the  magnificent  group  of 
Michael  and  Saian,^  which  embellishes  the  last ;  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  plate  is 
the  best  apology  that  could  be  made  to  subscribers.  Mr.  Corbould  has  made  a  beau- 
tiful drawing  from  this  noble  original  of  Flaxman ;  and  Mr.  Thompson  has  produced 
an  engraring,  which,  as  a  work  of  art,  reflects  back  the  highest  credit  on  his  talent. 
We  haye  already  recorded  our  unqualified  approbation  of  this  undertaking,  and  induigt 
the  hope  that  the  pains  CTinced  by  the  proprietors  to  get  up  these  Illustrations  wor« 
thily,  is  an  indication  of  the  extensive  patronage  which  will  be  required  to  indemnify 
them  for  the  enormous  expense  they  must  incur  in  conducting  the  publication.  Na  3 
contains  also  the  Areihtua  of  Carew,  a  composition  of  great  beauty ;  and  the  Venut 
of  Cam  OTA,  which  graces  the  gallery  of  Lansdowne  House,  and  whose  plaster  carica- 
tures the  Italian  image-boys  hare  made  familiar  to  all  eyes.  The  conductors  have, 
we  think,  exorcised  a  sound  judgment  in  not  confining  their  selections  to  the  works 
of  native  artists.  Their  proposed  plan  is  to  gire  admission  to  one  foreign  production 
in  each  Number.  Thus  we  have  in  the  second  Number  Thorwaldsok*s  beautiful 
composition  of  Hebef  in  company  with  our  own  Ciiantrbt*8  Rniffnaiiont  and 
Bailt*s  delightful  group  of  Maternal  Love,  each  a  choice  engraving  from  a  faithful 
drawing  of  a  beautiful  original.  Every  plate  is  accompanied  by  descriptive  letter- 
press, partly  critical,  partly  historical,  and  partly  biographical ;  and  by  a  poem,  both 
the  produotions  of  Mr.  Hervey*B  classic  pen  {  from  any  one  of  which  we  could  make 
most  pleasing  extracts. 

To  those  who  are  earnest  in  their  patronage  of  the  Fine  Arts,  we  very  cordially 
recommend  this  publication,  as  much  for  its  importance  as  its  real  excellence. 

Valpt^s  Natiokal  Oallert  or  Painting  and  Sculpture.    Part  8. 

The  accuracy  of  the  drawings,  the  precision  of  the  engravings,  the  subjects  se. 
lected,  the  running  commentaries,  and  the  general  character  of  this  work,  as  it  ap- 
pears in  the  second  number,  show  that  the  publisher  means,  in  real  earnest,  to  make 
it  not  only  a  useful,  but  a  necessary  one.  The  fidelity  of  the  copies,  considering  the 
size  and  faintly  worked-in  outline,  is  really  astonishing — the  great  originals  are 
brought  almost  as  vividly  to  the  recollection  as  elaborate  engravings  would  hava 
effected.  This  publication  will  be  found  a  most  capital  «  re/rether^  to  the  memory, 
useful  to  the  public,  and  no  doubt  profitable  to  the  originator. 

Portraits  of  the  Principal  Female  Characters  in  the  Waverlxt 

Novell    Parts  9  and  10. 

Landscape  Illustrations  of  the  Works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

Parts  22,  23,  and  84.     Chapman  and  Hall. 

The  concluding  numbers  of  these  interesting  and  extensively  circulated  works. 
They  have  been,  from  first  to  last,  as  creditable  to  the  good  taste  and  good  faith  of 
the  publishers,  as  acceptable  to  the  proprietors,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  sure  token 
of  the  disposition  under  which  the  forthcoming  new  series  of  Illustrations  for  the 
Poetical  Works  of  Sir  Walter  will  be  undertaken. 

Kilehum  Ctutle  and  Poufis  Cattle  are  among  the  prettiest  of  the  Landscape  views 
given ;  and  Hermione,  (Anne  of  Gierstein,)  and  a  very  ably  executed  portrait  of 
Queen  Mary,  the  best  among  the  Lady  views. 

The  numbers  above  named  complete  the  respective  works ;  and  the  engravings, 
generally,  may  be  taken  as  a  very  pleasing  and  serviceable  series  of  illustrations  to 
the  Novels  and  Poems  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

MsvoRiALS  OF  Oxford.    Nos.  9  and  10.    Tilt 

These  parts  contain,  beside  the  usual  quantity  of  wood-cuts,  views  of  Baliol  and 
University  Colleges,  which  are  correct  and  well  executed.  The  two  artists^  Lekenx 
and  Mackenzie^  improve  u  they  proceed,  and  &lter  not. 
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«REAT  bhitaiit.  by  Ministry  for  the  collection  of  Tithes 
Pahliameht. — The  first  session  of  in  Ireland,  they  haye  been  forced  to  admit 
the  Reformed  Parliament  is  quiclcly  draw-  that  they  have  been  completely  baffled* 
Ing  to  a  close.  The  pleasures  of  grouse  Out  of  L.104,25ll|-  the  arrears  of  1889, 
shooting  are  more  attractive  to  the  great  only  L.  12,500  have  been  recovered;  and 
majority  of  the  members,  than  the  per-  the  expense  has  been  greater  than  the 
formance  of  their  parliamentary  duties ;  sum  realized.  Ministers  have,  in  oonse« 
and  the  most  important  measures  are  qnence,  been  obliged  to  apply  to  Parlia« 
allowed  to  be  carried  through  in  empty  ment  for  the  loan  of  a  million  sterling,  to 
houses.  The  hooting  of  the  owl,  the  defray  the  arrears  of  Tithes  for  1831  and 
crowing  of  the  coclc,  and  the  braying  of  1832,  and  the  Tithes  of  1833.  The  loan, 
the  ass,  are  no  longer  heard  in  the  chapel  in  all  probability,  will  never  be  r^ 
of  St.  Stephens ;  t)ie  performers  have  be*  paid.  Tiie  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill,  which 
taken  themselves  to  a  field  more  congenial  is  defended  by  tlie  Tories  solely  for  the 
with  their  propensities,  and  no  great  aid  it  affords  in  the  support  of  despotism, 
harm  would  be  done  if  they  henceforth  is  in  the  fair  way  of  l>eing  repealed;  a  mo- 
permitted  the  business  of  the  nation  to  tion  for  this  object,  whicli  was  brought  for* 
be  transacted  solely  by  those  who  confine  ward  by  Mr.  MurraylhememberforLeithi 
themselves  to  human  language  in  the  ex-  having  been  approved  of  by  Lord  Althorp, 
pression  of  their  opinions.  was  carried  without  a  division,  and  tlie 
In  the  House  of  Commons  considerable  bill  has  passed  the  Commons  almost  with* 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  impor-  out  opposition.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
tant  bills  formerly  introduced.  In  the  metropolis  seem  determined  to  obtain  the 
Slavery  Bill,  Ministers  have  been  forced  repeal  of  the  unjust  and  unequally  levied 
to  make  an  important  concession.  The  house  duty.  Besides  incidental  discus* 
period  of  apprenticeship  has  been  reduced ;  sions,  the  subject  has  been  four  times 
—that  of  plantation  slaves  to  seven,  and  of  brought  before  the  House  during  the 
town  slaves  to  five  years,  from  the  1st  June  session  ;  and  Lord  Althorp  has  at  length 
1833.  The  East  India  Bill  has  been  given  a  promise  that  the  tax  will  be  re- 
passed, and  is  now  making  its  way  in  the  pealed  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
House  of  LoimIs.  The  Jews*  Disabilities  The  Bank  Charter  Bill  has  received  an 
Bill,  though  carried  in  the  House  of  Com-  important  modification  in  passing  through 
mons,  by  a  majority  of  more  than  3  to  I,  the  committee.  It  now  turns'  out,  oon- 
— 189  to  62 — ^was  rejected  in  the  Upper  trary  to  what  had  been  generally  beller- 
House  by  104  to  64.  The  shortening  of  the  ed,  that  no  law  existed  to  prevent  the  for. 
duration  of  Parliaments  was  brought  for-  mation  of  Joint  Stock  Banks  with  more 
ward  by  Mr.  Tennyson  in  an  able  speech  ;  than  six  partners  in  the  metropolis ;  and  a 
but  the  motion  being  opposed  by  Mi-  clause  has  therefore  been  inserted  declar- 
nisters,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  213  to  ing  the  legality  of  such  copartneries. 
164.  Many  of  the  members  who,  while  Much  opposition  was  made  to  the  clause 
canvassing,  pledged  themselves  to  this  declaring  bank  notes  in  certain  cases  a 
measure,  either  voted  against  it  or  absent-  legal  tender;  but  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
ed  themselves ;  conduct  which  their  con-  jority  of  87  to  48.  Sir  John  Campbell 
stituents  will,  no  doubt,  take  care  to  mark,  has  been  obliged  to  postpone  his  Bill 
The  English  Tithe  Commutation  Bill,  for  the  abolition  of  Imprisonment  for 
which  has  been  from  the  commencement  Debt.  The  rejection  of  the  Local  Couru* 
of  the  session  held  forth  as  the  great  mea-  Bill  by  the  Houve  of  Lords  rendered 
sure  for  the  Reformation  of  the  English  alterations  on  the  Bill,  as  originally  in- 
Church,  has  been  postponed.  We  hope,  troduced,  inevitable ;  and  many  other  al« 
when  it  is  again  brought  forward,  it  will  terations  were  found  to  be  necessary  to 
prove  more  satlsfisctory  than  the  plan  for  focilitate  its  passing.  It  is  again  to  be 
the  Reforming  of  the  Irish  Church,  which  brought  forward  next  session.  The  im- 
has  turned  oat  little  else  than  a  piece  of  pressment  of  seamen  has  long  been  oom- 
delntioii.    After  all  the  attempts  made  plained  of  as  a  tyranaicid  pnwtlee^  snd 
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we  are  glad  to  find  that  its  abolition  or  fewer  alterations  than  were  apprdiended. 
material  modification  is  now  at  hand ;  Exeept  the  proyision  for  the  abolition  of 
a  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Buckingham,  yestry  cess,  a  tax  of  L.60,000  a-year, 
*'  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  we  can  see  nothing  in  the  bill  desenring 
ayatl  itself  of  the  present  period  of  pro-  of  commend;»tion.  The  Jews*  Disabilities 
found  peace  to  institute  an  inquiry  whe-  Bill,  and  the  Dramatic  Performances 
ther  some  means  may  be  devised  of  man-  Bill,  have  been  rejected  by  their  Lord- 
ning  his  Majesty's  ships  in  time  of  war,  ships ;  but  as  they  will  be  brought  for- 
without  have  recourse  to  the  practice  of  ward  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  ses- 
forcible  impressment,**  having  been  reject-  sion,  we  may  expect  ere  long  to  see  the 
ed  by  a  mnjority  of  five  only,  in  a  House  Jews  admitted  to  civil  rights,  and  the 
of  1 13  members.  property  of  dramatic  authors  protected 
Ministers  are  beginning  to  show  a  little  from  invasion.  The  East  India  Charter 
more  tact  in  the  management  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Slavery  Bill,  are  making 
House  of  Commons  than  they  did  during  rapid  progress  in  the  Upper  House,  and 
the  early  part  of  the  session.  They  now  are  lilceiy  to  pass  without  material  modi* 
see  that  the  people  are  determined  to  have  ficationa  Great  apprehensions  were  ent6r<- 
at  least  one  benefit  from  the  Reform  in  tained  for  the  Scotch  Burgh  Reform  B»U  ; 
Parliament,  that  of  retrenchment ;  and  but  it  has  been  read  a  second  time  without 
they  take  care  not  to  incur  a  defeat  by  a  division.  We  have,  therefore,  a  spe«djr 
a  direct  opposition  to  motions  having  the  prospect  of  getting  rid  of  the  dose  self- 
object  of  enforcing  economy  in  the  public  elective  system,  the  parent  of  so  much  cor- 
expendlture.  Mr.  BuUer  brought  for-  ruption  and  jobbing  which  has  reduced 
ward  a  motion  of  this  nature ;  and  instead  many  of  the  Scotch  Burghs  to  bank^ 
of  being  directly  opposed.  Lord  Altborp  ruptcy. 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect,  that  enolakb. 
the  House  feel  it  their  duty  to  affirm  the  Sir  John  Key  having  received,  contrary 
determination  to  which  they  have  already  to  law,  a  Government  contract  for  sta- 
come,  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  a  wise  tionery,  to  the  amount  of  L.00,000^  hit 
economy,  and  to  apply  those  principles  to  himself  under  the  necessity  of  resigning 
all  departments  of  the  state,  paying  a  due  his  seat  as  one  of  the  members  for  Lon- 
regard  to  the  national  engsgements,  and  to  don.  Mr.  Francis  Kemble  appeared  as 
the  interest  of  the  public  service.  The  candidate  on  the  conservative  intei^t,  and 
subject  of  sinecures  was  again  brought  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  libera),  and  the 
forward  by  Mr.  Hume,  the  indefatigable  result  hBS  shown  that  the  Tories  have  no 
guardian  of  the  public  purse,  in  moving  chance  in  the  metropolis.  Though  later 
an  address  to  his  Majesty  for  an  inquiry  in-  in  taking  the  field  than  his  antagonist, 
to  sinecure  offices  with  a  view  to  their  abo-  Mr.  Crawford  was  at  the  head  of  the 
lition.  Mr.  Humi*  pointed  out  numerous  poll  from  the  outset,  the  majority  in  his 
instances  of  the  gross  waste  of  the  public  favour  hourly  increasing.  At  the  close  of 
money  in  the  payment  of  sinecures,  among  the  second  day,  the  numbers  were,  Mr* 
which  the  offices  of  Keeper  of  the  Great  Crawford,  4,041,  Mr.  Kemble^  2.004. 
Seal,  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  the  Majority  for  Crawford,  2,037. 
Keeper  of  the  Signet,  and  the  Governor  of  Cholkra  has  again  broken  out  in 
the  Mint,  all  in  Scotland,  were  conspicuous,  the  metropolis,  and  prevails  to  a  consider* 
The  old  plea  of  vested  rights  was  set  up  able  extent.  Cases  have  also  occurred  in 
by  Lord  Althorp,  and  Lord  iM el  ville*s  sine-  other  parts  of  England.  Government, 
cures  were  defended  on  the  ground,  that  apparently  influenced  by  the  little  bene- 
his  Lordship  was  entitled  to  remuneration,  fit  derived  from  the  exertions  made  last 
for  services  under  former  Administrations  year,  has  taken  no  steps  to  prevent  the 
and  that  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  spread  of  the  disease ;  but  several  of  the 
pension  had  he  not  held  sinecure  offices.  Continental  States  have  placed  all  vessels 
Lord  Althorp,  however,  avoided  giving  from  England  under  quarantine, 
the  motion  a  direct  negative,  but  moved,  scotlakd. 
as  an  amendment,  that  an  address  be  Annuity  Tax. — The  proceedings  of 
made  to  his  Majesty,  to  direct  nn  inquiry  the  clergy  to  enforce  payment  of  this 
to  be  made  explaining  the  nature  and  ex-  assessment  for  their  stipends,  creates  a 
tent  of  all  emoluments  derivable  froin  great  sensation  in  Edinburgh.  On  the 
sinecure  offices  in  the  United  Kingdom*.  10th  August,  Mr.  William  Tait,  Book- 
Mr.  Hume  having  thus  obtained  his  object  seller,  who  had  resisted  payment  of  the 
withdrew  his  motion.  The  Factory  Bill,  tax  for  some  years,  was  imprisoned,  and 
after  receiving  various  amendments  in  remained  in  jail  four  days.  Having 
the  committee,  has  been  read  a  third  time,  thus  testified  his  abhorrence  of  the  tax,  he 
and  passed.  The  House  of  Lords  has  paid  the  amount,  and  was  escorted  ftom 
passed  the  Irish  Church  Bill  with  much  from  the  jail  door  to  his  own  honse^  by 
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a  procenion  of  the  trate,  couBiBting  of  forded  by  the  employment  of  steam-boats 

upwards  of  eight  thousand.    The  specta-  on  the  rivers. 

tors  were  yery  numerous,  and  the  spec  tacle  port  u  g al. 

was  altogether  one  of  the  most  magnifi-  The  success  of  Donna  Maria's  arms 

cent  and  heart-stirring  which  was  ever  has  been  greater  than  could  have  been 

exhibited  in   Scotland ;   and  must  have  anticipated.  The  capture  of  Don  MigueFs 

given  the  death-blow  to  thia  iniquitous  fleet  has  led  to  the  most  important  conse- 

tax.       The    clergy,    however,    nothing  quences«  and  it  is  now  seen  that  the  ac 

daunted  by  this  show  of  unanimity  of  counts  of  the  popularity  of  the  usui-per 

sentiment,  and  fixed  resolation,  have  pro-  have  been  much  exaggerated.   Lisbon  was 

ceeded  in  their  reckless  career ;  and  con-  taken  on  the  24th  July.     Villa  Flor,  the 

tinue  to  imprison  the  refractory.  Duke  of  Terceira,  had  advanced  to  St. 

Scotch    Burghs.— A  royal  commis-  Ubes  with  1,500  men;  and  being  opposed 

sion  has  been  issued  for  inquiring  into  by  Telles  Jordao,  at  the  head  of  6,000 

the  state  of  the  municipal  corporations.  troops,aneugagementen8ued,in  which  the 

The  members  are  exclusively  Whig  law-  latter  was  defeated  with  great  loss.     On 

yers,  not  a  single  banker  or  merchant  ler.rning  this  disaster,  the  Duke  of  Cada- 

having  been  named.  val,  the  Governor  of  Lisbon,  evacuated 

IRELAKD.  the  city  with  the  garrison,  consisting  of 

State  of  the  Country. — More  than  4,000  men.  The  inhabitants,  finding  them- 

usual  tranquillity  seems  to  prevail  in  Ire-  selves  freed  from  restraint,  rose  en  mcusey 

land  at  present.     This  is  attributed   by  liberated  the  prisoners  confined  for  politi- 

the  Whigs  to  the  effects  of  the  Coercion  cal  offences,  and  made  themselves  masters 

Bill,  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  it  of  the  city  before  Villa  Flor  could  reach 

has  arisen  from  the  attempts  to  collect  it.    Cap^ain  Napier,  who  has  been  created 

the  arrears  of  tithes  having  been  reliu-  Viscount  of  Cape  St.  Vincent  for  his  ex- 

quished.     One-third  of  the  ejcira  police  cellent  conduct,  sailed  up  the  Tagus  with 

force  has  been  withdrawn  from  Kilkenny,  his  fleet  on  the  2dth.     The  Duke  of  Pal- 

and  it  is  understood  that  the  remainder  mella  was  on  board.  Don  Pedro,  on  leam- 

will  shortly  be  removed.  ing  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Lis- 

FRANCE.  bon,  sailed  from  Oporto  on  the  26th  July, 

The  silk  weavers  of  Lyons,  who,  it  will  and  reached  the  capital  on  the  28th.  A 
be  remembered,  defeated  the  Kin^^s  troops  severe  attack  was  made  on  Oporto  by 
in  1831,  and  held  out  the  town  against  Marshal  Bourmont  on  the  25th ;  but  al- 
them  for  several  days,  have  again  been  in  though  it  was  persevered  in  for  several 
a  state  of  insubordination.  The  storm  houra,  the  Miguelites  were  repulsed  with 
has,  however,  blown  over  for  the  present ;  great  loss.  Notwithstanding  these  re- 
but from  the  known  determination  of  the  verses,  Don  MigueFs  troops  still  continue 
weavers  to  obtain  higher  wages,  new  com-  steady  to  his  cause;  although  Marshal 
binations  are  again  apprehended.  The  Bourmont  has  found  himself  under  the 
anniversary  of  '<  The  Three  Days,'*  not-  necessity  of  raising  the  siege  of  Oporto, 
withstanding  anticipations  to  the  con-  Our  Government  has  at  length  deter- 
trary,  passed  over  without  disturbance,  mined  to  recognise  Donna  Maria.  Des« 
There  was  so  much  feasting,  dancing,  pa-  patches  have  been  transmitted  from  the 
rading,  and  gratuitous  performances  at  Foreign  Office,  containing  credentials  to 
the  theatres,  that  the  populace  was  de-  Lord  William  Russell,  to  act  as  Minister 
lighted.  Great  preparations  were  made  of  Great  Britain  at  the  young  Queen's 
by  Government  to  ensure  tranquillity.  court. 

BELOIUM.  SWITZERLAND. 

The  Queen  of  Belgium  has  given  birth  There  have  been  disturbances  in  the 

to  a  male  heir  to  the  throne.     This  event  Cantons  of  Schytz  and  Basle,  in  conse- 

happened  on  the  24th  of  July.    The  child  quence  of  the  resistance  on  the  part  of 

has  been  named  Louis  Philip  Victor  Er-  the   aristocracy  to  the  liberal  ameliora- 

nest,  and  is  to  be  created  Duke  of  Brabant,  tions  introduced  since  the  French  Revo- 

holland.  lution  of  1830.     These  disturbances  are 

Great  distress,  and  consequently  great  understood  to  be  promoted  by  Prussia  and 

dissatisfaction,  exist  among  the  mercantile  Austria ;  but  the  Federal  Diet,  which  is 

community  in  Holland.     Not  only  have  supported  by  France,  having  acted  with 

their  burdens  been  much  increased  by  the  vigour,  tranquillity  has  been  restored, 

war,  but  their  commerce  has  been  mate-  Poland. 
rially  impeded.  Many  towns  on  the  The  severities  of  Nicholas  against  the 
Rhine,  which  formerly  obtained  their  sup-  unfortunate  Polish  nation  continue  with 
plies  of  colonial  produce  from  Holland,  unabated  rigour.  The  despot  is  not  con- 
now  receive  them  fiom  France,  great  fa-  tent  with  warring  with  the  nation;  he 
cilitiei  for  theii*  carriage  having  been  af-    must  extirpate  their  language  it8el£    He 
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bM  TtctiitlT  pvblitlied  two  decreet,  one  a  gniiit  of  twenty,  will,  jproteUy,  modtr* 
for  the  more  effectual  rootiogr  up  of  the  ate  the  frenzy  of  the  pUinteifi.  Montreal 
Polish  language,  the  other  for  nuiking  papen  to  the  8d  July  hare  been  re- 
political  offiencei  iubject  to  conrte-martial.  ceiyed.  Upper  Canada  ie  eaid  to  be  in  a 
An  aaeociatioA  of  young  Polish  students  state  of  increasing  prosperity.  AgtiooU 
bad  been  formed  in  the  University  of  ture  and  coihmerce  are  rapidly  advandng. 
Winnica  fivr  the  preservation  of  their  Ian*  New  canals  are  about  to  be  cut ;  and  tha 
fuage,  and  for  this  offence  they  have  been  number  of  steam*boat8  on  the  rivers  haa 
drafted  into  Russian  regiments.  been  greatlj  augmented.  The  emigranta 
THE  COLONIES.  who  havc  arrived  this  year  arc  generally 
By  aooonnta  from  Jamaica  to  The  20th  persons  of  property.  The  prospect  of  tho 
Jnne^  it  appears  that  the  planter  were  harvest  was  gloomy,  the  crops  having 
amch  alarmed  and  exasperated  upon  r^  suffered  from  severe  rains  and  floods, 
•eiving  intelligence  of  Mr.  Stanley *s  first  Msxico. 
emandpation  project.  A  public  meeting  A  treacherous  attempt  was  made^  in 
was  held,  at  which  resolutions  were  pass-  the  beginning  of  June,  to  create  a  flneah 
ad,  that  in  the  event  of  compensation  be-  revolution,  by  seizing  the  President,  Santa 
Ing  refused  by  the  British  Goyemment,  Anna.  The  plot  was  formed  by  the  Spa« 
Jamaica  ought  to  be  freed  from  her  alia-  nish  party ;  but  the  conspirators  were  de* 
glance  to  the  mother  country*  The  con*  feated  by  the  President  making  his  eioape 
tWSlOA  of  tha  loan  of  fifteen  fnillions  into  from  his  place  of  confinement. 


COMMBRCE  AND  AORICULTURB. 

While  Prance  seems  disposed  to  relax  ing,  and  we  may  hope  that  it  will,  era 
the  restrictive  system,  and.  has  already  long,  recover  from  the  distress  which  It 
made  some  steps  towards  removing  the  has  so  long  suffered, 
rsstrictions  on  trade,  Prussia  is  using  all  Agriculture  continues  in  a  greatly  de- 
ber  energies  to  exclude  our  manufjictures,  pressed  state  ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
and  has  been  actively  employed  for  the  speculations  and  rise  of  prices  In  the  corn- 
last  year  and  a  half  in  endeavouring  to  mercial  markets,  the  price  of  grain  has 
preyail  on  the  other  German  States  to  continued  rather  retrograding  than  other- 
second  her  views«  Although  we  have  re-  wise.  The  uncertain  state  of  the  com 
dnoed  our  duties  on  several  Prussian  com-  laws,  and  the  prospects  of  an  early  har- 
modities,  her  outies  on  our  hardware,  vest,  have  repressed  all  speculation.  In 
cottons,  and  woollen,  are  as  high  as  ever,  the  south  of  England  the  harvest  has  al- 
and it  is  in  contemplation  to  impose  so  most  terminated,  and  the  greater  part  of 
heavy  a  tax  on  our  wool,  as  to  prohibit  the  crop  has  been  carried  in  the  best  con- 
its  exportalipn  altogether.  Considering  dition.  In  the  earlier  districts  of  Scot- 
the  very  large  proportion  of  our  exports  land  shearing  began  on  the  5th,  and  waa 
aent  to  Germany,  it  cannot  be  denied,  general  on  the  12th.  By  the  19th,  several 
that  if  Bl^ssia  were  to  succeed  in  her  stacks  were  to  be  seen  in  the  yardi^  but 
anti- commercial  policy,  much  injury  the  carrying  was  interrupted  by  the  rain 
would  be  done  to  this  country ;  but  there  of  the  succeeding  days.  The  accounts  of 
la  little  chance  of  her  success.  the  crops  vary  exceedingly.    In  East  Lo- 

Much  speculation  still  continues  in  co-  thian  the  bulk  is  certainly  under  an  ave- 

lonial  produce.     Several  kinds  of  cotton  rage ;  but  the  quality  of  the  grain,  particu- 

wool  have  risen  nearly  a  hundred  per  cent,  larly  of  wheat,  is  finer  than  it  has  been  for 

during  the  last  four  months,  and  many  many  years,  and  it  is  perfee^y  free  ftvm 

houseshavepurchasedlargelywhlchdonot  disease.      The  oats  and  barley  are  ge- 

generally  engage  in  this  kind  of  business,  nerally  light  crops,  but  will  probably 

Sheep^s  wool  has  also  risen  rapidly.  South-  yield  welL     In  the  county  of  Edinburgh 

down  wool  is  now  worth  from  3d.  to  6d.  the  crops  appear  generally  to  be  more 

per  pound  more  than  at  the  time  of  shear-  bulky,  particularly  the  wheat  and  oats, 

mg.    The  accounts  from  the  manufactur-  In  Stirlingshire  severe  injury  has  been 

ing  districts  continue  favourable,  though  done  to  the  wheat  by  rust ;  and  the  bean 

the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  cotton  and  crop  is  likely  to  be  deficient  in  produce, 

sheep^s  wool,  which  many  fear  will  not  be  CalXle  markets  have  been  brisk,  though 

peruiaiMnt,  has  induced  the  manufacturers  prices  have  been  rather  falling  than  other- 

to  diminish  the  number  of  hours'  labour  wise.  Sheep  and  lambs  have  been  in  steady 

in  their  factories.     The  condition  of  the  dei       ^^  and  the  rise  on  white-fhced  stock 

commercial  interest  ia  gradually  improv-  sincol^et  year  is  eatimated  at  5i.  per  head* 

SVD  OP  TOLVME 
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Anonymity  in  Authorship,  787 

Annual  or  Triennial  Parliaments,  368 

Annuity  Tax,  Resistance  to,  ffldt  795,  812 

Archers  Guide,  the,  reviewed,  538 

Artstocracy,  opposed  to  the  People,  963 

Armstrong,  JMinnie,  his  Fate,  514 

Army  Bsumates  and  Reductions,  iOS 

Army  Expenditure,  896 

Assessed  ivlxes,  21S.  998,400 

Attwood's  Currency  Scheme  exposed,  479 

Austen's  Characteristics  of  Ooethe^  548 

Austin,  Miss,  and  Sir  Walter  Scott,  691 


Bagenal*s  Romantic  Adventures, 


^ 


Baillie^s  Morbid  Anatomy, 
BAIT  for  the  Penny  Wise,  &a 


720 

121 

556 

Ballot,  vote  by,  995 

Balmerino,  Lord,  his  IVial  and  Execution,      434 

Bank  Charter  Bill,  549^  654, 672 

BAN  KIN  O,  Monopoly  or  Freedom  in,  84 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  Scottish,  560 

Baptist  Imprisoned  for  Annuity,  802 

BARBARISMS  OF  CIVILIZATION,         590 

Barrington's  Rise,  &c  of  Ireland,  711 

Bavarian  Secondary  Punishments,  290 

Belgium,  Affbin  of.  134,  549, 813 

BER  AN  GSR'S  SONGS,  149 

Berkeley  the  Banker,  Review  of,  92 

Berri,  Duchess  de,  194, 401 .  803 
_         _    .      ..     X^iu, 
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535 
988 
753 
S22 
206 
740 
341 
639 
657 
169 
121 
807 
145 
69 
198 
667 
393 
640 
806 

137,267 
260 

653,804 


Bilking  Parliament,  The,      Pref.  to  No 

BiD-StTckers,  Ministerial. 

Bird's  Emigrant's  Tale,  ftc.  reviewed, 

Blakey's  Moral  Science,  reviewed, 

Boaden*s  Mrs.  Inchbald,  reviewed, 

Bonnie  Braes  of  Scotland,  The, 

Bonnymuir  TYagedy,  Tb^ 

Books^er's  Reader, 

BOOTS, 

Bowring,  Dr.,  and  Ftee  Ttmie, 

Breach  of  Privilege, 

BRITISH  COMMERCEL 

British  Jew  to  his  FeDow-Countrymen, 

Brokedon's  Alps  Excurdons, 

Brougham,  Lord,  hdi  Chancter, 

—————  and  Cromwell  compared, 

— — —  and  Newspaper  Stamps, 

Browne's  Ccnronal,  reviewed. 

Buccaneer's  Song,  reviewed, 

Buckingham.  Mr.,  and  the  House. 

Buckingham's  Parliamentary  Review, 

BUDGET,  Tl»e. 

Burgh  Reform  Bill,  Scottish, 

Buxton.  Mr.  F.,  an  unworthy  leader,       uu^,*  otr. 

Byron,  Landiciye  lUuitrttioiu  o(      126, 992,669 


Cabinet  Annual  Register  for  1882, 

Cambridge  Review  and  Magailne,  SOS 

Canada,  Authentic  Letters  flrom,  635 

Capital  Punishment,  500 

Cash  Payments,  Resumption  of,  48? 

Chambers'  Reekiana,  reviewed,  ObX 

Chapman's  Bazfoadoes,  &o.,  reviewed,  512 

Children's  Choice  and  Parents  Advice,  128 

Cholera  Orphan  SchoolB,  688 

Christian  Journal  of  GUuigow,  8QB 

Christian's  Bl&nual,  The.  reviewed,  668 

Chronicle,  sniveling  conduct  of  the,  ISS 

Church  Property,  Remarks  on,  845 

Church  Reform,  Sabbath^breaking,  ftc.  SO 

Clare,  Earl  of,  718 

Clarke's  Tales  from  Chaucer,  809 

Cobbett  on  Education,  6^ 

Cobbettites,  the,  and  the  Tories,  556 

Coldbathflelds  Outrage,       400, 545,  546, 673,  675 

Coleridge's  Worthies  of  YorUhire,  388 

Colliers  and  Salters  of  Scotland,  7S4 

Colonies,  their  influence  on  Commerce  177 

Colonies,  Trade  with  our,  878 

Commemoration  of  the  Three  Days,  747 

Commentaries  on  Irdand,  reviewed,  664 

Commerce  of  Britain,  160 

Commerce.  State  of,     135, 271, 40S,  549, 677,  814 

Compensation  to  the  West  Indians,  739 

Constable,  the  Booksdler,  76S 

Continent,  aflUrs  of,     134,270.401.548,676,813 

Conyngham's  Dream,  ftc.,  reviewed,  667 

Copland's  Diet,  of  Practical  Mediciiieu  I2S 

Com- Law  Hymn,  No.  IIL  and  IV.,  104, 586 

CORN  LA  WS,     41, 272, 2S0,  S69,  531,  656, 705 

Court  Costume,  506 

Courts.  Martial  in  Ireland,  111 

Cowper  at  Westminster,  766 

CRISIS,  The,  405 

Croraar^,  Lord,  his  Execution,  484 

CUOMWELL,  Character  of,  62,t6 

,  a  Poem,  til 

Currency  Club  formed  in  London,  IbS 

Question,  The,  251,  479, 7*  t> 

Curtis  on  the  Eye,  reviewed,  liSi 

Cyril  Thornton's  America,  679 

D 

DEATHBEDS  of  KINGS,  28 

Debtor  and  Creditor  Bill,  516 

Debt,  Praise  of,  5&3 

Deep  Blue  Sea,  The,  IM 

Depreciation  at  a  Discount,  4'U 

Derry,  Bishop  of,  t2i 

Devil,  his  way  of  coming  upon  Earth,  7oi 

DIARY  or  an  M.P.,  409,641 

Dick  on  the  Diflbsion  of  Knowredige,  668 

Disadvantages  of  Fraternal  AiBnitj,  305 
Distress  of  the  Country,                    S65,  962,  Sbft 

Dobbs,  Francis,  720 

Douglas  of  Cavers^  Address,  SO 

— —  on  Slavery,  658»  804 

Doyle^s  (Martin)  Works,  reviewed,  666 

Drama,  The,  303, 670 

DUELLIST,  The,  855 

Duelling,  587 

Duigenan,  Dr.,  719 

Dui?s  Musical  8arap.Book,  670 
Dundee  Election, 
Duphdty,  Advantages  of. 


Earthenware  Manufocture,  179 

£artbq[uake,  efiteu  of  an,  161 


ir 
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East  India  Co.'t  Charter,     SS3,  SOP.  5U, 
Economical  Mlwlont,  utility  or, 
Edinburgh  Cabinet  Litvary.  reviewed, 

— Clervy  and  People, 

— —  Review  on  Banklns, 

...—.. and  MiM  MartiDeni, 

i-^i...^— ........  on  Taxation, 

— — .  Whig  Coterie  of, 
RcTpt,  ASkiraof, 
Emijn'ation  fWmi  Scotland, 
KnglUb  Htstorv  for  the  People, 

Juriit  and  New  Zealander, 

Entail  Bill,  Scotttah, 
EUROPEAN  MOVEMENT,  The, 
Evani,  Colonel.  Reraarka  oo, 
Evana^l  Emiffrant'i  Directory,  reviewed. 
Exhibition  of  Water  Colours, 
Exports  in  the  year  1829, 
Expnrition  of  the  False  Medium, 
EXTINGUISHERS,  The, 
EXTRACTS  from  DIARY  of  an  M.P., 
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Factory  Qucttlon,  890, 597, 657,  (Hi 

Fall  of  the  Boroughs,  a  Son^  'J09 

Fanners,  Political  Economy  for.  101 

FASHIONABLE  NOVELISM,  7t» 

Faust,  by  Goethe,  reviewed,  1 19 

Fergus  on  the  Bring  of  God,  reviewed,  S87 

Finch's  United  SUtes  and  Canada,  800 

Finden's  Gallery  of  the  Graces,  124,  8Q0 

lUustrations  of  Byron,  196, 5^,  660 

FINLAY,  KIRKMAN,  108,«)3,a00 

Flogtting  in  the  Army,  675 

Fonblanque,  Albany,  727 

Fursyth*8  Dictionary  of  Diet,  638 

Fox*s  Monthly  Repository,  reviewed,  660 

France,  Affiiirsof,  270, 54S 

Free  Trade,  630 

FRENCH  and  ENGLISH  AUTHORSHIP,  727 
— — ^—  Revolution,  Alison's,  496 

Friends,  Society  of,  v.  Tithes,  655 

Fructifying.Shower  Fallacy,  531 

Fundbolders,  Warning  to,  736 
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385 
634 

280 
308,671 
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730 
S71,548 
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501 
517 
562 
119 
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124,234 


Gallery  of  the  Oracea, 

OaIt*s  Stolen  Child,  reviewed, 

GAME  LAVrS,The, 

Geese,  Petition  of  the. 

General  Registry  Bill, 

Genius,  and  the  Privileged  Orders. 

,  Men  of,  and  the  FuUie, 

Germany,  A  fliiirs  of. 

Gesenius*  Hebrew  Manual,  reviewed. 

Ghost  Story,  A,  .  «  , .. 

Gillespie  on  the  "  Being  of  God,** 

Girondists,  The, 

Glamrois.  Ijuly,  Trial  of. 

Globe,  The,  on  Litigation, 

Goethe'a  Faust,  reviewed. 

Good  Old  Days  of  Eldon  and  Peel, 

Gore.  Mrs.,  her  Polish  Tilca,  ._ 

Gorton's  Topographical  Dictionary,  reviewed,  120 

Oowrie  Conspiracy,  The,  __  521 

GREY,  EARL,  ,  ^  '^h?*^  Hi 

Grimstone's  Character,  or  Jew  and  Gentile,    664 
Grote,  Mr,  his  Character,  613 

H 

Hall's  British  Atlas,  reviewed, 
Hamilton  on  America, 
Handwriting  on  the  Wall.  A, 
Hardie  and  Baird,  MaHyrdom  of, 
Hariier's  Bible,  by  Bush, 
—  Miscellany, 
Hastings,  Warren,  at  We«tminstcr, 
Head's  Eastern  and  Egyptian  Scenery, 
Hermit  of  Eskdaleside,  reviewed, 
HERRER  A,  EL  DIVING,  Na  IL, 
Heugh  on  Religious  Fstablisbmenta, 
HISTORY  of  IRWIN, 
Holland,  Affkirs  of, 
Holworlhy's  Book  of  Reform, 
HONESTY  the  best  POLICY, 
Houae  of  Commons  described, 

,  Its  small  size. 


Hull  Polish  Record,  reviewed, 
HUMK'S  would.bc  Burkera, 
Hur«t's  Dramatic  Library, 
Hymn  to  the  Daylight, 


Illustrations  of  Modem  Sculpture, 
Imports,  Principal,  in  1881, 
ISCHBALD,  Memoirs  of  Mrs., 
In  Caio  Quiet, 
In  >ia.  Government  of. 
Inequalities  in  Society, 
lngris*s  Travels  In  the  Tyrol, 
Invocation  of  the  Earth  to  Morning, 
Ireland,  Ill-usage  of, 

.  Poor  Laws  for, 

,  Proceedings  in, 
,  PROCLAIMED, 

,  Report  on  the  :itate  of, 
-,  Tithe  Proceedings  in, 
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Irish  Character,  The,  .  ^ 

IRISH  CHURCH  BILL,  2Sfi,  945,307,  613,  654, 

971,072,674 

-— -^—  Temporalities,  2^7 
Irish  Coercion,               108,  131, 132,  147;»5, 270 

—  Convention  In  1781,  714 

Nation ,  Rise  and  Fall  of,  711 

*-...  O  R  ATO  K ,  The,  588 

Tithe  Bill,  515 

VOLUNr£ERS,The  ti6 

Irregular  Ode  to  Jack  Ketch,  S2| 

Irwin,  History  tA,  567 

I  saw  her  at  the  Fancy  Fair,  183 

J 

Jack  Ke? ch.  Ode  to,  321 

Jew,  British,  to  hij  FeUow-oountrymen,  121 

Jewish  DisabUities,  286 

Job  at  Hobkirk,  804 

King's  College,  Aberdeen,  804 

JOHNSTONE'S  EDINBURGll  MAG  A. 

ZINE,  783 

J  U  MUS  REDIVIVUS,  S47 

— — -~— -— —  on  the  Commontf  440 

Jurors,  and  tbdr  Stomachs,  M6 


Kemble,  John,  750 

Kilmarnock,  Lord,  hU  Trial,  Ac.  434 

Kings,  Dcathbetb  of,  28 

College,  Aberdeen.  189 

Koch's  Modem  Cymon,  reviewed,  1 19 
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663 

674 

385 

128 

M7, 562, 673 


House  of  Lords  and  the  Nation, 
HOUSE  of  Tories  and  the  Whigs, 
HOW  to  avert  REVOLUTION, 


407, 


389 
679 
656 
208 
80r, 
809 
786 
800 
667 
S3 
8r>8 
567 
549 
120 
479 

413,  449 
132 

560,  564 
551 
961 
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70 
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450 
794 
644 
666 


Lamb  v.  Bentham,  Romtlly,  ke. 

Landscape  1  Uustrations  of  Byron,      126, 892, 

— — i.^— —  of  Scott,         127,  S91, 

Law  Reformers  and  Law  Makers, 

Legend  of  St  Hubert, 

Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Libel,  Actions  for, 

Lilnvy  of  Romance,  reviewed. 

Linden  Tree,  Th<*,  by  Baraett, 

Local  Courts'  Bill, 

LONDON  SIGEITS, 

Londonderry,  Song  on  Lord, 

LORDL1N6  LEGISLATORS, 

Loudon's  Cottage  Architecture, 

Love  Euloeised, 

Lovers  Defeat,  a  Poem, 

I^ushlngton,  Dr.,  bis  Breach  of  Faith, 

Lying  Trades, 

M 

Macauley,  Mr.,  and  his  Schoolboy  Rhetoric,  644 
M*Culloch*s  Dictionary  of  PollUcal  Eoonomy,  160 

Maclarlane's  Clinical  Reports,  699 

Macgregors,  Proscription  of  the,  629 

M*Pbun's  Guide  through  Glasgow,  661 

Magarine  Writing,  Mtt 

Major's  Cabinet  Gallery,  680 

Malibran's  Acting  and  Singing,  650 

Malt  Duty,  Sgf 

Manufactures  exported  in  1831,  174 

.  the  Basis  of  our  Commerce,  173 

,  state  of,  185, 271,  4u8,  540, 677, 814 

MarlKhal  College,  Aberdeen.  183 

Marquis  (of  Londonderry;  The,  SlI 

Marriage  or  Celibacy,  Slj 

M ARTINEAU'S  Berkeley  the  Banker,  92 
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Martineau.  Miss,  and  Edin.  Review, 
Martineau's  Political  Eoononnr, 
Meet  rae  'neath  the  Linden  Iree* 
Melodies  of  the  Proverbs, 
Memorials  of  Oxford,  revietffed, 
Memrirs  of  Mrs.  Inchbald, 
MEN  and  Manners  in  America, 
I         of  Genius  and  the  Public, 
Metal»  Manufactures  in, 
Metastasio.  Fragments  flrom, 
Michael's  Voyaif,  reviewed, 
Michel's  Essay  on  Woman, 
Middlesex  Sesaions,  Trials  at, 

,  Chainxum  of. 
Military  Flogging, 
— — ^—  Men  in  the  House, 
^— — ^  Service  in  India,  retrtewed. 
Ministerial  BlUstickers,  656 

Ministers,  and  their  good  intentiom,  56 ) 

.their  truckling  to  the  Tories,  405, 410 
Ministry,  Decline  of  their  Popularity,  SQO 

,  see  also  Whigs, 
Moncreiff  on  the  Church,  reviewed,  986 

MONOPOLY,  or  Free  Trade  in  Banking,       84 
MONTHLY  OBSERVER,  the,  567,686 
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176 
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384 
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Poor,  The,  and  the  Rich, 
Port  Admiral;  The,  reviewed. 
Porter's  Tropical  Agriculturist, 
Portugal,  State  of,        J3I ,  270, 401, 510, 
Portuguese  Question,  Vote  on, 
Pouiana,  reviewed^ 
PRAISE  of  DEBT, 


of  Plumpness, 
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8Q6 
677,813 
544,546 
115 
&&3 
254 
182 
S47 
i0\2S2 
S66 
488 
816 
131 
740 
SOO 
533 


Morgan's  Dramatic  Scenes,  reviewed^ 
MomingCbronicle,  its  paltrv  conduct, 
Morris' Recollections  or  Hall, 
Moxon's  Sonnets, 
MOMMYFICATION, 
Munich,  Prison  of,  described, 
Murat's  United  SUtes,  reviewed. 
Mysteries  of  Jlme,  reviewed, 

N. 

Napoleon,  Speculation  as  to. 
Naturalist's  Library,  reviewed, 
Vktj  Estimates  and  Reductions, 
Negro  Emancipation,  see  Slavery, 
"Sever  was.  and  never  will  be. 
New  ReadiDgs  of  Old  Authors, 
Newspaper  Stamps  and  Lord  Althoip, 
New  Zc«Iander  and  English  Juriit^ 
No-House  Trick,  the. 
Novella's  Blasses,  reviewed. 
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138 
808 
54* 
23 
280 
119 
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266 
275 


137 
500 
648 
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O'CONNER,  a  Tale. 
Ode  to  the  Siamese  Youths, 
Old  King  Time,  reviewed, 
Oxford,  Memorials  of,  reviewed. 


615 

805 

802 

127,666,810 


Paris,  Commemoration  of  the  Three  Days,  747 
Parliamentary  Proceed.  131. 2fi5, 305, 543, 671, 811 
Parliaments,  Annual  or  Triennial,  "^ 

Parson's  Daughter,  the,  reviewed, 
PASSIVE  RESISTANCE,  in  Edinbuigli, 
Patience  under  burdens. 
Patriotism  and  Taxation, 
PAUDRIO  DHUV, 
Pauline,  a  Poem,  reviewed, 
Paul,  Life  and  l^ravels  of  St 
PAUPERISM— Poor.Law  CommiMion, 
Peel's  Act,  effects  of. 
Peel,  Vision  of  Sir  Robert, 
PEERAGE  PANIC,  The, 
Pellico  Silvio,  Imprisonment  of. 
Pensions,  Annual  Sum  Paid  in, 
and  Sinecures, 


PERIODICAL  LITERATURE,  On, 
Peter  Wilkins'e  Statues,  reviewed, 
PITCAIRN'S  CRIMINAL  TRIALS, 
Poland,  Address  on, 

,  Periodicals  on. 
Police,  a  Service  of, 
■  ■-,  the  London, 
Policy  versvt  Mercy, 
POLISH  TALES,  by  Mrs.  Gore, 
PoUtical  Criminals, 
'  Economy, 
— — —  Economists  and  the  Geese, 
■  Economy  for  Farmers, 

Unions, 
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533 
796 
803 
2S6 
54 
668 
389 
820 
486 
25 
614 
660 
543 
807 
401 
869 
511 
678 

124,666 
566 
526 
803 

124,  234 
602 
650 
281 
191 
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Presentation  of  Petitions  to  Parliament, 
Producing  Man's  Companion,  reviewed, 
Property  Tax,  its  Expediency, 

,  Motion  for  a. 
Prospects  of  Britain. 
PRUDENTIAL  CHECK,  The, 
Public  Walks  near  Large  Towns, 
Publishers  and  thefar  '*  Readers,'* 
Punishment  of  Death, 
Puritan's  Grave,  The,  reviewed, 

R 

Radicals,  their  Character  180 

,  The,  and  the  Tories,  556, 564 

Raleigh's  Llfie,  by  Tjrtier,  116 

Readings  for  Sunday  Evenings,  662 

RecoUectlons  of  Aunt  Marion,  388 

Red  Rover's  Song,  The;  128, 808 

Reform  and  Privileged  Breeding,  143 

Reformed  Parliament,  Character  ol  the,  133 

Register,  General,  for  England^  808, 971 

Returned  Wanderer's  Song,  586 

Revenue  to  5th  April,  1833i  270 

5th  July,  — ^-f  675 

Revolution,  how  to  Avert,  361 

Rhymed  Plea  for  Tolerance,  666 

Ricnmond,  Duke  of,  and  the  Whigs,  138 

the  SPY,  198,  403, 551 

,  Letter  of,  509 

RISE  and  FA  LL  of  I REL A  N D,  7 1  i 

Ritchie's  Bondsman,  reviewed,  885 

Robespierre,  Execution  of,  506 

Robins,  George,  his  Eloquence,  72S 

Roland,  Madame,  her  Execution,  503 

ROMANCE  of  POLITICS,  The,  581 

ROUPMANIA,  923 

Royal  Academy,  The,  979 

Russell,  Lord  John,  reviewed,  144 

S 

Sabbath  Breaking,  Church  Reform,  &c.            80 

Sabbath  Observance  Bill,  380 

SALES,  by  GEORGE  ROBINS,  722 

Sandford's  Female  Worthies,  revieteed,  384 

Scott's  Poetical  Works,  reviewed,  667 

Scott,  Landscape  Illustrations  of,  127, 891, 810 

,  Sir  Walter,  and  Miss  Austin,  691 

SCOITISH  BANKRUPTCY  BILL,  680 

BURGH  REFORM  B1LL,260,678 

Scottish  Entail  Bill,  264 

SCOTTISH  LAIRDS,  State  of,  802 

Scottish  Law  Commission,  656 

Scrope,  Poulett,  on  Poor  Laws,  834 

Service  of  Police,  A,  566 

Shelley  Papers,  The.  662 

Shipwrecks,  &c  at  Sea,  reviewed,  661 

Siamese  Twin,  Complaint  of  «,  906 

Siddons,  Mrs ,  750 

Sinecures,  Attack  on,  073 

Sinecures  &  Pensions,  807 
Sketches  of  Greece  and  Turkey,  reviewed,       886 


354, 


Popular  Encyckbndia,  reviewed, 
POPUI.AR  INDIFFERENCE  and  POPU 

LAR  FRENZY,  273 

Popularity  of  Patronage,  528 

Poor.Law  Commission,  S29 


Slavery,  Abolition  Bill, 
^very,  Doug^  of  Cavers  on. 
Slavery  in  the  West  Indies, 
SLAVERY,  Sabbath.breaking,  ftc. 
Slaveholders,  Compensation  to. 
Sleeping  Child,  The,  a  Poem, 
Soap  Duty,  The. 

SOLDIER'S  RECOLLECTIONS^  A, 
SOMETHING  Must  be  Done  I 
Song  of  the  Ghosts, 
SONGS  of  BERANGER, 
Sonnet  by  Robert  Chambers, 
Spenser,  reviewed  by  Leigh  Hunt, 
SPRING  THOUGHTS  on  Wooing, 
SPY  SYSTEM  in  Scotland, 
STAG  HUNT  at  Killamey, 
Stanley/  Mr.^overwhelmed, 
STATUES,  The,  a  Drama,  reviewed. 
Stealing  in  a  Dwdling-House, 
Stickney's  Pictwcf  ohT Private  j^fo. 
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Tilt^  Lctlcr  Is  Klifcnm  Flatty, 

Twit,  w.  impiii^Hdin  ,ta«ia«, 

TuMtoD,  EdI*.  ItoTin  wtd  SpectUoc », 

Tuition,  InniuJItr  itf, 

T^idoD,  Ihs  Bat  afttaa  oC, 

Tton  on  KnovlHln,  RMitncd, 

THth,  Vilae  of  ■  Pins  Srt  ol, 

TUMtLK  OF  FORTUNE,  Tta, 

Tlut  LoniT  OiiL  br  Smith,  Iffi, 

THECKISIS, 

■llirGe  Dm,  ComtnenunDoii  of  the, 

Thne  WeiunlnMR  Bon, 

Tliartinr,  €huiallor, 

TIthH,  CommuIUioD  of, 

'ntha,  Foltloa  (i^iut.  tw  Sas,  of  Ftitndt, 

Tttha.thcCiuHiiriHih  Outnn, 

TUTi,  uid  SCAMP-TI. 

TOAUYISM, 

To>T«ir. 

IMa'AUmi  About 


ToriH 


■.Thei 


IhsFictsn  QuBtiBB, 

lir  PtallOHdn  and  foliei, 
-  CamiDerctaf  PcdJcr, 
ic  UntlHl  Kingdom, 

i»  or.         SSwi,  U(, 


Tmde,  St 

TRAVELS  In 

IMlniie'i  Mm  _        _     _ 
Tuckcnun'f  VWta  of  Ow  Poor, 
Tuctn,  Aflkin  of, 
TURKfcV,  and  IM  IKniKaL 
Two  Grnt  HDithtio  UDltnflla, 
TttdI,  TnnUln,  br  Inilta. 
Tjrtkr-i  Lil^  of  RaleiiiE, 
U 
UmtHdlH,  UiKcrt^nTcBunof, 
Union  vlth  Ireland,  TIm, 
Uoivnul  SaOnge, 
Ualvmltlei  ol  AbcrdcM, 
Up!  M«  orBylMid, 
Ul'lLr' 


-«iH<,r«fwi 


WA3H"?i)B  Bu'rV.  nw, 

Wmto-Caloun,  Elblbllion< 
WaT«Tlej  AneedotH,  rnievfrn, 
Warotley  poriniu,  f™.,      1«1,  3*0, 
WKB.FO0TEU  INTEREST,  lie. 


Wodd,  Chuin,  the  Wtalpm-li],      .  i 

Wood*  uid  Focati, 

Wooing,  Spring  'llougliti  on,  < 

Wwemert  Pronouncing  DlcUonarr,  «»., 
Wrotloler,  Sli  John,  InTlegl - 


038     Voung  EnthudHt,  Itit,  ttukvei. 


UWIV.  OF   ^'l. 


